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Doc.  1. 
MILITARY  MEASURES  OF   CONGRESS. 

No.  1.     EMPLOYMENT  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

IN  pursuance  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, of  the  fifteenth  of  April,  1861,  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Congress  assembled  on  the  fourth  of 
July.  On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  first  day 
cf  the  session,  introduced  into  tbe  Senate  the 
following  bills  and  joint  resolution : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  vol- 
unteers to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  protect- 
ing public  property  ; 

A  bill  to  increase  the  present  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States ; 

A  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  military  establishment ; 

A  bill  for  the  organization  of  a  volunteer  mili- 
tia force,  to  be  called  the  National  Guard  of  the 
United  States  ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  to  ratify  and  confirm  certain 
acts  of  the  President  for  the  suppression  of  in- 
surrection and  rebellion. 

These  bills  and  this  joint  resolution  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
King  of  New- York,  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Rice, 
of  Minnesota,  and  Mr.  Latham,  of  California. 
Mr.  Wilson  also  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  army,  which  was  referred,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  to  a  special 
committee  of  nine,  consisting  of  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Hale,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Howe. 

On  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers, 
with  amendments.  The  original  bill  proposed 
that  the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  in  such  numbers  as  he 
might  deem  necessary,  and  that  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
cany  the  act  into  effect ;  that  each  regiment  of 
infantry  should  have  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant,  one  paymaster, 
ODe  quartermaster,  one  surgeon,  and  one  assist- 
ant surgeon,  one  sergeant-major,  one  regimental 
quartermaster  sergeant,  one  regimental  commis- 


sary sergeant,  one  hospital  steward,  two  princi- 
pal musicians,  and  twenty-four  musicians  for  a 
band  ;  and  should  be  composed  of  ten  companies, 
each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  first  ser- 
geant, four  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  musi- 
cians, one  wagoner,  and  from  sixty -four  to  eighty- 
two  privates ;  that  these  forces  should  be  organ- 
ized into  divisions  of  three  or  more  brigades  each ; 
and  each  division  should  have  a  major-general, 
each  brigade  should  be  composed  of  four  or  more 
regiments,  and  should  have  one  brigadier -general ; 
that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  forces  provided 
for,  a  number  of  major-generals,  not  exceeding 
six,  and  a  number  of  brigadier-generals,  not  ex- 
ceeding eighteen  ;  that  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates  shouM,  in  all  re- 
spects, be  placed  on  the  footing,  as  to  pay  and 
allowances,  of  similar  corps  of  the  regular  army, 
and  their  allowances  for  clothing  be  three  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month ; 

That  volunteers  who  might  be  wounded  or 
otherwise  disabled  in  the  service,  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  which  might  have  been  or 
might  be  conferred  on  persons  disabled  in  the 
regular  service ;  and  the  tegal  heirs  of  such  as 
died  or  might  be  killed  in  service,  in  addition  to 
all  arrears  of  pay  and  allowances,  should  receive 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ; 

That  there  should  be  allowed  to  each  regiment, 
one  chaplain,  who  must  be  a  regular  ordained 
minister  of  a  Christian  denomination,  and  who 
should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  cap- 
tain of  cavalry ; 

That  the  general  commanding  a  separate  de- 
partment, or  a  detached  army,  be  authorized  to 
appoint  a  military  board  or  commission  of  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  officers,  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  examine  the  capacity,  quali- 
fications, propriety  of  conduct,  and  efficiency  of 
any  commissioned  officer  of  volunteers  within 
his  department  or  army ; 

That  whenever  a  regiment  of  volunteers  should 
be  mustered  into  the  service,  the  colonel,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, major,  adjutant,  and  quartermaster 
thereof,  should  each  have  the  privilege  of  frank- 
ing any  letter  from  any  person  belonging,  in  any 
capacity,  to  such  regiment,  not  weighing  over 
two  ounces. 
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On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment,  authorizing  the 
President  to  call  out  five  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  appropriating  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  was  agreed  to ;  but,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Ohio,  the  appropriation  was  stricken 
out.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota, 
the  ninth  section  was  so  amended  as  to  give 
chaplains  the  compensation  of  army  chaplains 
instead  of  captains  of  cavalry.  Mr.  Rice  then 
moved  to  strike  out  the  eleventh  section,  al- 
lowing officers  of  volunteers  to  frank  soldiers' 
letters.  He  avowed  his  willingness  to  vote  an 
allowance  of  money  to  each  regiment  to  defray 
postage  expenses,  but  he  believed  the  authority 
to  frank  soldiers'  letters  would  lead  to  great 


Mr.  Wilson  opposed  the   amendment, 
franked  thousands  of  soldiers'  letters, 


abuses. 
He  had 

and  had  done  so  freely.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Ver- 
mont, did  not  think  it  would  add  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Post-Office  Department,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment.  Mr.  Rice  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  Nesrnith,  of  Oregon,  said  he  knew  men 
to-day  sweating  under  the  epaulets  of  brigadiers 
and  major-generals  who  could  not  pass  a  board 
of  any  intelligent  army  officers  in  the  world,  if 
they  were  applicants  for  the  position  of  first 
lieutenant,  and  he  moved  to  amend  the  fourth 
section  by  adding : 

That  the  President  might  select  the  major-gen- 
erals and  brigadier-generals  provided  for  in  the 
act,  from  the  line  or  staff  of  the  regular  army  ; 
and  the  officers  so  selected,  should  be  permitted 
to  retain  their  rank  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  proposition  was  in  har- 
mony with  the  policy  he  had  advocated.  "  There 
are,"  he  said,  "  several  officers  in  the  army,  of 
great  distinction,  who  would  make  excellent  ma- 
jor and  brigadier-generals.  I  think,  and  have 
thought,  that  those  men  ought  to  be  selected  in 
preference  to  civilians,  however  eminent  they 
may  be  in  talent  or  character.  I  shall,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  amendment ;  and  I  think  that  if  it 
be  sustained,  it  will  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  some  major  and  bri- 
gadier-generals from  officers  in  the  regular  army, 
reserving  to  them  the  places  they  now  hold  in 
the  army  at  the  end  of  the  contest,  and  that  the 
country  will  be  benefited  by  such  a  selection." 

Mr.  Nesmith's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  provision  giving  the  franking  privilege,  and 
insert  an  amendment  abolishing  the  franking 
privilege  altogether ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  first  section  "five  hundred  thousand 
men,"  and  insert  "  two  hundred  thousand  men." 
"  He  was,"  he  declared,  "  fearful  the  Union  would 
not  be  preserved  by  the  mode  contemplated  in 
this  bill,  and  suggested  in  the  message  of  the 
President."  He  would  vote  men  enough  to  pro- 
tect the  Capitol,  and  defend  the  States  from  in- 
vasion, and  he  believed  the  force  he  proposed 
sufficient  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Foster,  of  Con- 


necticut, thought  "  two  hundred  thousand  men 
too  many  to  make  peace,  and  too  few  to  make 
war."  The  amendment  was  defeated  —  yeas, 
five ;  nays,  thirty-two.  The  bill  passed  the 
Senate. 

On  the  eleventh,  a  message  was  sent  to  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  requesting  the 
return  of  the  bill.     The  House  having  returned 
it,  the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  reconsidered  the 
vote  on  its  passage.     Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  and  insert  :  "That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  serv- 
ices of  volunteers,  in  such  numbers,  not  exceed- 
ing five   hundred   thousand,  as   he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 
suppressing  insurrection,  enforcing  the  laws,  and 
preserving  and  protecting  the  public  property. 
The  volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  under 
this  act,  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  President ;  but 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  affect  enlistments 
for  a  shorter  period  of  volunteers  already  mus- 
tered  into   the   service.     Before   receiving   into 
service  any  number  of  volunteers  exceeding  those 
now  called  for  and  accepted,  the  President  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  issue  his  proclamation  stating 
the  number  desired,  either  as  cavalry,  infantry, 
or  artillery,  and  the  States  from  which  they  are 
to  be  furnished,  having  reference  in  any  such  re- 
quisition to  the  number  then  in  service  from  the 
several  States,  and   equalizing,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable,   the   number   furnished   by   the    several 
States   according   to    the    Federal   population." 
And  this  amendment  was  agreed  to.     Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  by 
adding  that   "  the  Governors  of  the  States  fur- 
nishing volunteers  under  this  act  shall  commission 
the  field,   staff,  and  company  officers  requisite 
for  the  said  volunteers  ;  but  in  cases  where  the 
said  authorities  refuse  or  omit  to  furnish  volun- 
teers at  the  call  or  on  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  and  volunteers  from  such  States  of- 
fer their  services  under  such  call  or  proclamation, 
the  President  shall  have  power  to  accept  such 
services,  and   to   commission   the   proper  field, 
staff,  and  company  officers  ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.     Mr.  Witeon  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  chaplains  were  to  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  chaplains  in  the  army,  instead 
of  the  compensation  of  captains  of  cavalry.     In 
support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Wilson  maintained 
that  the  faith  of  the  nation  was  plighted  to  chap- 
lains who  came  out  with  the  regiments  mustered 
into  service.     Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck,  and  Mr.  Browning  supported  the  motion, 
and  Mr.   Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Howe 
opposed  it ;  but  the  amendment  was  reconsider- 
ed— ayes,  twenty-five ;    noes,  eleven,  and  then 
rejected.     The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  four.     Breckenridge  and  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  and  Johnson  and  Polk,  of  Missouri, 
voting  against  it. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr.  Blair, 
of  Missouri,  on  the  eleventh  of  July,  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers,  it  be- 
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ing,  with  some  slight  modifications,  the  bill  in- 
troduced into  the  Senate  on  the  sixth  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son. On  the  thirteenth,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  its  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out 
"three  years"  and  insert  •"  one  year,"  as  the 
term  of  service  of  the  volunteers.  He  thought 
that,  "  if,  at  the  end  of  one  year,  the  triumph  of 
the  Government  over  the  rebellion  was  a  doubt- 
ful question,  some  change  of  policy  might  be  re- 
quired of  the  Government."  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Blair,  and  rejected.  Mr. 
Blair  moved  to  strike  out  five  hundred  million 
dollars,  as  specific  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  had  already  passed  the  House. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  desired  to  know  why  it  was 
proposed  to  increase  the  appropriation  from  four 
hundred  million  dollars,  recommended  by  the 
President,  to  five  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr. 
Blair  replied  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee "  to  strengthen  the  Government  in  put- 
ting down  this  unrighteous  rebellion."  Mr.  Bur- 
nett, of  Kentucky,  desired  to  know  if  the  sums 
appropriated  were  necessary  to  maintain  the 
army  proposed  to  be  raised  for  a  year.  Mr.  Blair 
believed  it  would  not.  Mr.  McClernand,  of 
Illinois  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the 
sum  one  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr.  McKnight, 
of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  from 
"  five  hundred  thousand "  to  "  four  hundred 
thousand."  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McKnight  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McClernand.  Mr. 
Diven,  of  New-York,  declared  his  readiness  to 
vote  a  million  of  men  if  half  a  million  were  not 
sufficient.  Mr.  McClernand  was  willing  to  give 
the  amount  of  men  and  money  required  by  the 
Executive  responsible  for  the  use  of  men  and 
money.  Mr.  Moorhead,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
opposed  to  the  proposition  ;  he  was  for  five  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  five  hundred  millions  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  declared  that 
Kentucky  would  give  men  and  money  to  defend 
the  Constitution,  but  he  would  "  not  vote  one 
dollar  for  subjugation."  Mr.  Hickman  of  Penn- 
sylvania, said  there  could  be  "  no  loyalty  with- 
out submission,  and  these  men  were  to  be  taught 
by  a  strong  hand  that  they  are  to  pay  the  same 
regard  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  as  com- 
moner people  are  forced  to  render  to  them. 
These  men  believe  that  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
clare themselves  out  of  the  pale  of  legitimate 
government  whenever  it  shall  suit  their  interests 
to  do  so,  or  whenever  it  shall  be  in  accordance 
with  the  lead  of  their  passions  to  do  so.  We, 
the  people  of  the  North,  of  the  loyal  States,  and 
all  who  act  with  the  North,  intend  to  educate 
these  men  in  a  different  doctrine  ;  and  if  we 
shall  eventually  be  forced  to  bring  them  into 
subjection — abject  subjection  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States — it  will  be  their  fault  and 
not  ours."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  would 
give  the  Executive  all  the  power — even  a  super- 
abundant power — in  this  great  crisis  of  the  na- 


tion's fate.  "  He  would  darken  the  ocean  with 
our  fleets,  and  cover  the  land  with  our  armies." 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  would  vote  for  Mr.  McCler- 
nand's  amendment ;  he  would  vote  what  was  re- 
quired "  to  enable  the  Executive  to  sustain  the 
Government — not  to  subjugate  the  South."  Mr. 
Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  declared  the  object  of  the 
war  to  be  the  subjugation  of  the  Southern  States. 
Kentucky  had  refused  to  give  men  when  called 
for,  to  protect  the  Capitol,  and  the  Legislature 
had  nearly  unanimously  indorsed  the  action  of 
the  Governor.  Mr.  McKnight's  motion  to  amend 
Mr.  McClernand's  amendment  was  rejected  ;  and 
Mr.  McClernand's  amendment  was  lost — only 
forty-seven  voting  for  it.  The  clause  appropriat- 
ing five  hundred  millions,  dollars  was  stricken  out 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add  a  proviso :  "  That  before  the  President 
shall  have  the  right  to  call  out  any  more  volun- 
teers than  are  already  in  the  service,  he  shall  ap- 
point seven  commissioners,  whose  mission  shall 
be  to  accompany  the  army  on  its  march,  to  re- 
ceive and  consider  such  propositions,  if  any,  as 
may  at  any  time  be  submitted  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  so-called  confederate  States,  or  of  any 
one  of  them,  looking  to  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties and  the  return  of  said  States,  or  any  one 
of  them,  to  the  Union,  and  to  obedience  to  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  authority."  He  de- 
clared that  he  offered  the  proposition  in  good 
faith;  he  would  "suspend  hostilities  for. present 
negotiation  to  try  the  temper  of  the  South." 
Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  emphatically  de- 
clared that  the  proposition  held  "out  to  rebel- 
lious men  a  reward  for  their  treason."  Mr.  Hutch- 
ins,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  proposition  so 
that  those  commissioners  should  "  see  that  the 
war  is  vigorously  prosecuted  to  the  effectual 
putting  down  of  this  rebellion."  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham declared  he  had  moved  his  amendment  "  to 
be  read  hereafter,  and  to  be  read  and  pondered 
by  the  people."  Mr.  Hutchins's  amendment  was 
lost ;  forty-four  members  only  voting  for  it,  and 
Mr.  Vallandigham' s  amendment  was  then  re- 
jected, only  twenty-one  members  voting  for  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  the  bill  was 
so  amended  as  to  give  the  President  authority 
to  raise  troops  and  appoint  officers  for  them 
whenever  the  State  authorities  should  neglect  or 
refuse  to  do  so.  Mr.  Diven,  of  New-York, 
moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  major-generals  to  be  selected  from 
persons  educated  at  West-Point,  or  from  persons 
who  have  served  in  the  regular  army  not  less 
than  five  years.  Mr.  Shillabarger,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  "or  who  shall  have,  by  actual  service  in 
war,  shown  efficiency  and  capacity  for  such  com- 
mand." The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  then  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Diven 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  McClernand  moved  that  the  commander 
of  a  brigade  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Ro- 
man Catholic  chaplain  for  his  brigade  when  no 
regiment  in  the  brigade  shall  have  such  chaplain, 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Vallan 
dighani  proposed  to  strike  out  "  Christian  de 
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nomination,"  and  insert  "  religious  society,"  but 
the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  eleventh  section  giving  colonels,  lieutenant- 
colonels,  majors,  adjutants,  and  quartermasters 
of  volunteer  regiments  authority  to  frank  sol- 
diers' letters,  and  insert:  "That  all  letters 
written  by  the  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  may  be  transmitted  through  the 
mails  without  the  prepayment  of  postage,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Post-Office  Department 
may  prescribe ;  the  postage  thereon  to  be  paid 
by  the  recipient."  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  of  New-York, 
moved  as  a  substitute  :  "  That  the  colonel  of  eve- 
ry regiment  now  or  hereafter  to  be  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  shall  appoint  the  chaplain 
of  his  regiment,  and  in  case  there  be  no  chaplain, 
then  any  person  he  may  deem  competent,  to  act 
as  postmaster  for  the  regiment,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  without  receiving,  or  being  entitled  to 
any  compensation  therefor,  to  frank  with  his 
name  all  letters  and  papers  not  weighing  over 
one  ounce  for  all  officers,  musicians,  or  privates 
in  said  service.  All  letters  and  papers  so  franked 
shall  be  carried  free  of  postage  :  That  any  letter 
or  paper  directed  to  any  officer,  musician,  or 
private  in  said  service,  addressed  to  the  regiment 
to  which  such  person  belongs,  shall  be  carried 
free  of  postage  in  all  mails  or  boxes  put  up  to 
receive  letters  and  papers  to  be  carried  to  the 
post-offices  or  mails  of  the  United  States  : 
all  letters  and  papers  directed  to  any  officer,  mu- 
sician, marine,  or  sailor,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  station  or  ship 
where  he  may  be  serving,  shall  be  carried  free  of 
postage  in  all  the  mails  and  boxes  put  up  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  letters  and  papers  to  be 
carried  to  the  post-offices  and  mails  of  the 
United  States  :  That  the  appointment  referred  to 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall,  by  said  post- 
master, be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
then  Mr.  Colfax's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Burnett  offered  as  a  proviso  to  be  added 
to  the  end  of  the  bill :  "  That  the  military  force 
hereby  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed in  subjugating  and  holding  as  a  conquer- 
ed province  any  sovereign  State  now  or  lately 
one  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Burnett 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  but  they  were  not  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  to  whom  the  House  had 
referred  the  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers,  reported  with  an  amendment 
as  a  substitute — the  amendment  being  substan- 
tially the  House  bill.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House.  The  House  insisted 
on  its  amendment — asked  for  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin, 


of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  appointed  managers.  The  Senate  insisted 
on  its  disagreement,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  managers.  On  t'he 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  reported  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives recede  from  its  amendment  to  the 
bill,  except  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections, 
and  agree  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  with  the 
following  amendments  :  "  Strike  out  the  pre- 
amble, and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  as  follows: 
'Whereas  certain  of  the  arsenals,  custom-houses, 
navy-yards,  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States  have  been  seized,  and  other  violations  of 
law  have  been  committed  and  are  threatened  by 
organized  bodies  of  men  in  several  of  the  States, 
and  a  conspiracy  has  been  entered  into  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  the  United  States : 
Therefore  ;'  and  in  line  nine,  of  section  one,  after 
the  word  '  property,'  strike  out  as  follows, 
'  The  volunteers  mustered  into  service  under 
this  act  shall  serve  for  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  President ;  but  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  affect  enlistments  for  a  shorter 
period  of  volunteers  already  mustered  into  ser- 
vice;' and  in  lieu  thereof  insert;  '"Provided, 
That  the  services  of  the  volunteers  shall  be  for 
such  time  as  the  President  may  direct,  not 
exceeding  three  years  nor  less  than  six  months, 
they  shall  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of  the 
war ;  and  all  provisions  of  law  applicable  to 
three  years  volunteers  shall  apply  to  two  years 
volunteers,  and  to  all  volunteers  who  have  been 
or  may  be  accepted,  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  period  not  less  than  six 
months,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  volun- 
teers were  specially  named.'  " 

"  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sections  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  agree  thereto." 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
onference  Committee  made  by  Mr.  Blair,  and 
the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixth 
July  passed  on  the  eighteenth,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861. 

No.  II. — The  Bill  to  increase  tJie  Military  Es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice 
_iven  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  the  regular  army.  The  bill 
provided,  that  there  be  added  to  the  regular 
army  nine  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  one  regiment  of  artillery  ;  each  re- 
giment of  infantry  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  three  battalions  ;  each  bat- 
talion to  consist  of  eight  companies,  each  com- 
pany to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  and  one 
second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergeant,  four  ser- 
geants, eight  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  as 
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many  privates,  not  exceeding  eighty-two,  as  the 
President  may  direct.  The  regiment  of  cavalry 
to  consist  of  not  more  than  three  battalions,  of 
not  more  than  two  squadrons  each,  and  each 
squadron  of  two  companies,  of  seventy-two  pri- 
vates each.  The  regiment  of  artillery  to  consist 
of  not  more  than  twelve  batteries  ;  each  battery 
to  have  as  many  privates  as  the  President  might 
direct,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two. 

That  the  field  and  staff  commissioned  officers 
should  be  to  each  regiment  of  infantry,  one  col- 
onel, one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  regimental  ad- 
jutant, one  regimental  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary, and  to  each  battalion  of  infantry,  one 
major,  one  battalion  adjutant,  one  battalion  quar- 
termaster and  commissary ;  the  regimental  and 
battalion  adjutants,  and  quartermasters  and  com- 
missaries, to  be  taken  from  the  lieutenants  of  the 
regiments  and  battalions  respectively.  To  the 
regiment  of  cavalry,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  one  regimental  adjutant,  one  regimental 
quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  to  each  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  one  major,  one  battalion  ad- 
jutant, one  battalion  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary. To  the  regiment  of  artillery,  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major  to  every  four 
batteries,  one  adjutant,  one  regimental  quarter- 
master and  commissary,  to  be  taken  from  the 
lieutenants  of  the  regiment.  ( 

That  there  be  four  major-generals,  with  three 
aicls-de-camp  each,  to  be  taken  from  captains  or 
lieutenants  of  the  army,  and  six  brigadier-gen- 
erals, with  two  aids-de-camp  each,  to  be  taken 
from  the  lieutenants  of  the  army. 

That  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  were  to  re- 
ceive the  same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances, 
and  be  on  the  same  footing,  in  every  respect, 
with  those  of  corresponding  grades  and  corps 
now  in  the  regular  service. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  to  add  to  the 
regiments  of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  caval- 
ry, artillery,  and  infantry  of  the  regular  army, 
as  many  officers  and  enlisted  men  as  might  make 
their  respective  organizations  the  same  as  those 
of  the  additional  regiments,  and  that  the  com- 
missions of  the  officers  of  the  old  regiments  who 
might  be  promoted  should  bear  equal  date  with 
those  of  officers  promoted  to  the  additional  re- 
giments. 

That  the  term  of  enlistments  made  and  to  be 
made  in  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  the 
regular  army,  be  for  the  period  of  three  years, 
and  those  to  be  made  after  January  one,  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-three,  to  be  for  the  term 
of  five  years. 

On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiiirs,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
an  amendment,  striking  out  the  provision  giving 
authorit}7  to  the  President  to  add  to  the  old  re- 
giments as  many  officers  and  men  as  might  make 
their  organizations  equal  to  the  additional  regi- 
ments authorized  by  the  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the 
thirteenth,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 


bill,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  was  adopted.  Mr.  King,  of  New- 
York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding,  that 
the  increase  of  the  force  authorized  by  the  act 
was  declared  to  be  for  service  during  the  insur- 
rection, and  six  months  after  organized  resist- 
ance should  exist,  the  military  establishment 
should  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay,  authorized  by  law,  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1861,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  King  then  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding, 
that  the  President  should  cause  regiments,  bat- 
talions, and  companies  to  be  disbanded,  and  offi- 
cers to  be  discharged,  so  as  to  reduce  the  army 
as  provided  for  in  the  amendment.  Mr.  Harris, 
of  New- York,  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
Senate  should  strike  what  seemed  to  him  so  fatal 
a  blow  to  this  measure  of  the  administration. 
He  thought  officers  of  the  old  regiments  would 
not  take  commissions  in  the  new  regiments,  with 
the  understanding  that  they  were  to  be  dis- 
charged at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  amended  by  adding  that  no  person  should  be 
commissioned  as  major  or  brigadier-general  in 
the  regular  army  who  should  not  have  previously 
served  for  the  period  of  ten  years  in  the  regular 
or  volunteer  army  of  the  Unitdd  States ;  and  no 
person  should  be  commissioned  as  colonel,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel or  major  in  the  regular  army,  who 
should  not  have  previously  served  at  least  two 
years  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Senate 
would  reject  this  amendment.  Mr.  Nesmith 
said,  the  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  exclude 
persons  from  civil  life  who  have  never  had  any 
military  experience.  "  Ten  years,"  he  said, 
"  was  the  shortest  period  in  which  any  man  can 
acquire  the  information  necessary  to  qualify  him 
to  command  in  the  army  as  brigadier  or  major- 
general."  This  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Nesmith  then  moved,  that,  whenever  the  public 
service  might  require  the  appointment  of  any  cit- 
izen to  the  regular  army,  a  board  of  officers  should 
be  instituted,  before  which  the  applicant  should 
appear  for  examination  into  his  physical  ability, 
moral  character,  attainments,  and  general  fitness 
for  the  service.  Mr.  Nesmith  thought  that  mili- 
tary knowledge  was  not  attained  by  inspiration. 
Men  must  get  it  through  study,  experience,  and 
service  in  the  field.  "  The  regulations,"  he  said, 
"  contained  the  principle  of  the  amendment. 
Every  thing  has  to  be  examined  and  present 
some  qualifications  for  its  position  in  the  army, 
except  the  general  officers  who  are  to  lead  the 
army."  Mr.  Wilson  said:  "There  were  to  be 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  officers  in  these  regi- 
ments. It  was  arranged  that  one  half  of  the  of- 
ficers should  be  taken  from  the  old  regiments. 
Nine  of  the  eleven  colonels  had  been  taken  from 
the  army,  one  of  the  others  had  served  in  the 
field,  and  the  other  was  adjutant-general  of 
Ohio.  One  half  of  the  captains  and  fiist  lieute- 
nants were  to  be  taken  from  the  old  army,  and 
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the  second  lieutenants  were  to  be  promoted  from 
the  ranks.  Thousands  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country  from  law-schools  and  colleges  were  ap- 
plying for  commissions,  and  the  Government 
could  select  young  men  of  talent  and  character. 
There  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country  when  men  of  talent,'  men  of  culture, 
men  of  experience,  men  of  fortune,  men  who 
have  mastered  all  that  could  be  mastered  in  the 
colleges  and  institutions  of  learning  of  the  coun- 
try, are  seeking,  as  they  are  now  seeking,  ad- 
mission into  the  army.  Mr.  Nesmith  desired  to 
know  why  the  regulation  requiring  a  person 
from  civil  life  to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  offi- 
cers had  not  been  complied  with.  Mr.  Wilson 
replied,  that  "  the  objec*t  was  to  get  a  military 
force  into  the  field  as  speedily  as  possible,  and 
the  Government  was,  of  course,  compelled,  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  service,  by  the  condition  of 
the  country,  to  do  in  this  case,  what  it  was  com- 
pelled to  do  in  some  other  cases — disregard 
forms  and  regulations."  Mr.  Wilson  said,  that, 
in  lieu  of  the  regulations,  the  colonels  who  were 
mostly  army  officers,  had  been  directed  to  ex- 
amine the  cases  of  line  officers  when  they  report 
fbr  duty,  and  if  they  were  disqualified,  to  report 
them  to  the  department,  and  their  commissions 
would  be  withheld.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California, 
thought  a  degree  of  partiality  was  shown  in  the 
appointments  that  was  creating  discontent  in 
army.  Mr.  Wilson  was  aware  that  some  dissatis- 
faction had  been  created  by  departing  from  the 
rule  of  seniority  in  the  appointments.  The  de- 
sire had  been  to  take  officers  who  were  fitted  for 
responsible  positions  to  make  the  army  most  ef- 
fective. ''This  army  of  ours,"  he  said,  "is  para- 
lyzed toward  the  head.  Your  ablest  officers  are 
young  captains  and  lieutenants  ;  and  if  I  wished 
to-day  to  organize  a  heavy  military  force,  such 
as  we  are  calling  into  the  field,  I  would  abolish 
the  army  as  the  first  act,  and  I  then  would  take 
officers  from  the  army,  and  place  them  where 
their  talents  fit  them  to  go,  without  reference  to 
the  rank  they  occupied  in  the  old  regiments. 
There  are  men  who  are  field-officers,  that  ought 
to  be  second  lieutenants  ;  and  there  are  second 
lieutenants  who  would  make  generals.  That  is 
the  condition  of  our  army  to-day  ;  and  the  nearer 
you  come  toward  the  head,  until  you  reach  per- 
haps the  distinguished  commander  of  the  army, 
the  less  ability  you  have."  Mr.  Nesmith's  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  strike  out  "  three 
years,"  and  insert  "five  years,"  for  enlistments 
in  1801  and  1862.  He  moved"  the  amendment, 
he  said,  to  secure  uniformity  in  enlistments.  lie 
thought,  if  there  had  been  a  loyal  army,  these 
difficulties  would  never  have  occurred.  "No 
man  here,"  he  declared,  "  will  live  to  see  a 
smaller  standing  army  than  the  army  we  have 
to-day,  with  the  increase  for  which  this  bill  pro- 
vides." Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  "  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  would  not  persist  in  his  amendment. 
Men  prefer  a  three  years'  to  a  five  years1  service. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  the  three  years'  enlist- 
ment is  this,  that  by  it  you  can  fill  up  the  regi- 


ments in  time  for  service  in  the  present  war; 
without  it,  you  cannot ;  if  it  is  insisted  upon, 
the  army  cannot  be  enlisted."  The  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding:  "In  selecting  and  appointing 
officers  from  the  army  into  regiments  hereby 
created,  the  relative  rank  by  them  held  in  the 
army  shall  be  preserved."  Mr.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  thought  this  amendment  would  not  effect 
the  object.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  said,  "  Confu- 
sion would  ensue  in  the  new  regiments  by  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,"  and  it  was  with- 
drawn. Mr.  Doolittle  thought  some  provision 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  to  secure  officers 
going  into  the  new  regiments,  their  rights  as  of- 
ficers of  the  army.  Mr.  Wilson  said,  there  could 
be  no  such  provision,  for,  when  officers  leave  the 
old  regiments  and  go  into  the  new,  their  places 
are  immediately  supplied  by  new  nominations. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Nesmith  that  we  should 
never  live  to  see  the  army  brought  back  where  it 
then  was.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  Congress 
that  would  be  there  at  the  end  of  the  contest. 
The  bill  with  the  amendments  was  then  reported 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  King's  amendment  providing  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army  six  months  after  the  rebellion 
should  cease,  by  inserting,  "  one  year,"  instead 
of  "  six  months."  Mr.  King  expressed  his  will- 
ingness to  accept  the  amendment.  Mr.  McDou- 
gall,  of  California,  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  King.  He  believed  it' 
would  be  economy  to  increase  permanently  the 
army.  He  believed  it  desirable  for  the  morale 
of  the  force  to  be  added.  We  should  have  better 
officers  ;  men  who  propose  to  devote  themselves 
for  their  lives  to  the  profession  of  arms.  Mr. 
Foster,  of  Connecticut,  was  opposed  to  Mr. 
King's  amendment  "  It  is  assuming  what  we 
have  not  the  foresight  to  determine.  Let  to- 
morrow take  care  of  itself.  Let  us  be  wise  to- 
day, and  not  attempt  to  be  wise  for  to-morrow  ; 
for  to-morrow  may  bring  exigencies,  and  must 
bring  exigencies,  about  which  we  know  nothing 
to-day."  Mr.  Rice  believed,  "as  a  measure  of 
economy,  the  army  should  be  increased." 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Fessenden's  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  King's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ment as  amended,  Mr.  Wilson  said,  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment,  but  upon  its  being 
;  pressed  by  Mr.  King,  wishing  to  obtain  a  united 
j  vote,  he  had  said  he  would  not  resist  it;  but 
|  upon  further  reflection  he  must  change  the  as- 
i  surance  then  given,  and  oppose  it.  "  Congress," 
I  he  declared,  "  would  be  as  wise  one  year  after 
;  we  have  put  down  the  rebellion  as  they  were  to- 
day." Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  said  the  mea- 
sure of  increasing  the  army  had  been  entered 
upon  as  an  administration  measure.  The  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  would  be  "  virtually, 
practically,  indirectly  to  defeat  this  measure  of 
the  administration,  for,  I  maintain,  that,  if  this 
amendment  be  adopted,  we  convert  these  regi- 
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ments  into  volunteer  forces."    Mr.  Hale,  of  New 
Hampshire,  had  always  been  "  opposed  to  an  in 
crease  of  the  army  and  in  favor  of  the  diminu 
tion  of  it,"  but  he  thought,  "  it  would  be  mosi 
unwise  to  engraft  such  an  amendment  as  this  or 
the  bill  at  this  time."     Mr.  Grimes  did  not  be 
lieve  we  required  a  large  standing  army.    "  I  be 
lieve,"  he  said,  "  with  my  ancestors,  that  stand 
ing  armies  are  hostile  in  their  tendency  and  ef- 
fect on  republican  governments  ;  that  they  are 
provocative  of  wars ;  and  I  am  not  willing  to 
say  to  the  people  of  my  section  of  the  country 
that  they  are  hereafter  to  support  a  larger  stand- 
ing army  than  that  which  is  now  authorized  by 
law.     It  is  not  for  us  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  the 
people  at  home  whom  we  represent,  by  telling 
them  that  hereafter,  if  they  support  this  war, 
and  support  the  administration,  they  are  to  have 
fastened   upon  them  a  large  standing  army  of 
forty-three  thousand  men."      Mr.  Wilson  said : 
44  The  country  understands  its  own  interests,  and 
when  this  contest  is  closed,  the  public  burdens 
will  be  such,  the  taxation  will  be  such,  that  the 
people  will  seek  all  proper  ways  to  reduce  their 
expenditures  ;  and  if  there  is  a  man  in  the  army 
more  than  they  want,  they  will  strike  that  man's 
name  from  the  rolls.     Believing  that  the  people 
then  will  know  what  they  want,  what  their  own 
interests  require,  and  that  they  will  be  just  as 
competent  to  decide  this  question  as  we  are  to- 
day, I  choose  to  leave  the  question  with  them." 
Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
King's  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
u  shall  be  reduced  to  the  number,  grade,  rank, 
and  pay  authorized  by  law  on  the  first  of  May, 
1861,"  and  insert,  "  may  be  reduced  in  such  man- 
ner as  Congress  may  direct."  Mr.  Howe  believed 
the  country  required  an  addition  to  the  standing 
army  to  protect  the  additional  miles  of  frontier, 
the  new  routes  of  communication,  and  the  rela- 
tions with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  borders. 
Mr.  Howe's  amendment  to  Mr.   King's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.     The  question  recurring  on 
Mr.  King's  amendment  as  amended,  it  was  re- 
jected.     Mr.   King  remarked   that  his   second 
amendment  was  only  a  part  of  the  first,  and 
with  the  failure  of  the  first,  it,  of  course,  falls, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  increasing  the 
standing  army.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  rejecting  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ments, as  he  wanted  to  record  his  nariiie  against 
the  permanent  increase  of  the  standing  army. 
Mr.  King  hoped  they  would  be  unanimously  re- 
considered, and  they  were  so  reconsidered.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendments  as  amend- 
ed, Mr.  Grimes  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered.  The  question,  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — yeas,  twenty- 
three  ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  King  suggested  that 
the  second  amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted, 
and  it  was  rejected.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fif- 
teenth rf  July,  Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Mili- 


tary Committee  a  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  volunteer  forces  of   the  United  States. 
On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,   in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  proceeded  to  its  consideration.    This 
bill  was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  to  increase 
the  military  establishment,   introduced  on  the 
sixth  of  July,  by' Mr.  Wilson,  and  which  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  fifteenth.     It  converted  the 
eleven  regiments  into  a  volunteer  force.     It  pro- 
vided that  the  enlistments  for  these  regiments 
should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  civil  life,  and  that  the  officers  ap- 
pointed from  the  army  should  be  detailed  for 
service  in  the  volunteer  regiments  in  the  field. 
Mr,  Blair  stated  that  the  Military  Committee  of 
the  House  unanimously  dissented  from  the  re- 
commendation of   the  Secretary  of  War ;    they 
did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  occasion  to 
increase  the  military  establishment ;  but  as  some- 
thing had  been  done  to  organize  the  new  regi- 
ments, the  Committee  had  stripped  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  feature  which  alone  made  it  repug- 
nant to  a  free  people — that   of   establishing  a 
large  standing  army.    Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky, 
declared    that   "  the    President    has    exercised 
powers  that  would  have  deprived  any  despot  in 
Europe  of  his  crown,  if  he  had  dared  to  do  it." 
As  one  of  the  representatives  of  Kentucky,  he 
protested  against  that  State  being  called  upon  to 
furnish  one  man  or  one  dollar  of  money  to  carry 
on  the  war.     Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  declared 
hat  Mr.  Burnett,    and  especially  Mr.  Vallandig- 
:iam,  misapprehended  the  spirit  of  the  country. 
44  There  never  was  a  day  or  hour  when  the  peo- 
3le  intended  to  submit  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
[Jnion.     Their  moderation  and  forbearance  be- 
came the  great  occasion  ;  and  in  it  I  see  the  evi- 
dence of  an  unwavering  purpose,  the  anchor  of 
enduring  hope.     If  in  this  emergency  the   ad- 
ministration had  hesitated,  the  storm,  of  indigna- 
;ion,  irresistible  as  the  sand-storm  on  the  Lybian 
iesert,  would  have  swept  it  away.     If  question- 
able powers  have  been  assumed,  it  was  at  the 
demand  of  public  opinion.     The  overwhelming 
necessity,  the  safety  of  the  capital,  the  safety  of 
the  public  honor,  the  safety  of  the  Union,  and 
more  than  all,  the  safety  of  the  public  liberty, 
may  be  urged  at  least  in  extenuation.     For  it  is 
an  ancient  maxim,  older  than  the  Constitution, 
ihat   4the  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
aw.'  "     Several  slight  amendments  were  agreed 
;o  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  concurred 
n  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed 
without   a  decision.       On   the  eighteenth,    Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  re- 
ported  the  Senate  bill  to  increase  the  regular 
army,  with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute — the 
imendment  being  the  House  bill  converting  the 
egiments  from  regulars  into  volunteers.     The 
substitute  was  adopted. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate  proceeded 
o  the  consideration  of  the  House  amendment. 
Mr.  Wilson  declared  that  the  amendment  effect- 
ually destroyed  the  measure,  and  if  it  was  sus- 
ained  by  the  Senate,  the  bill  had  better  be  at 
once  abandoned.  Mr.  King  supported  the  House 
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amendment.  Mr.  McDougall  was  not  satisfiec 
with  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  deeming  i 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  but  h< 
was  less  satisfied  with  the  amendment  of  th< 
House.  The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  th( 
House  amendment. 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-third,  insisted  on 
its  amendment,  asked  a  conference,  and  appoint- 
ed Mr  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
and  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  managers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its  dis- 
agreement, agreed  to  the  conference  asked  for  by 
the  House,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Rice, 
and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  managers.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Blair  made  the 
following  report :  "  The  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  bill  to  increase  the  present  military 
establishment,  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their 
respective  Houses  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede 
from  its  amendments  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate, 
except  section  eight,  and  agree  thereto  with  the 
following  amendments: 

"  Strike  out  as  follows,  '  in  such  manner  and  to 
such  extent  as  Congress  may  direct ;'  and  insert, 
'to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Con- 
gress.' 

"And  also  'Provided,  That  all  the  officers  of 
the  regular  army  who  have  been  or  may  be  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  in  any 
other  regiment  or  corps,  shall  resume  their  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and  emoluments,  as 
if  they  had  continued  to  serve  in  their  own  regi- 
ments or  corps.' 

"  That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement 
to  the  eighth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  and  agree  thereto." 

Mr.  Blair  said  the  Conference  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House  felt  constrained  under  pre- 
sent circumstances  to  recede  from  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House,  and  to  allow  the  Senate  bill 
to  pass,  with  an  amendment,  however,  providing 
that  the  military  establishment  should  be  re- 
duced at  the  end  of  the  war  to  a  number  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty -five  thousand  men  ;  that  all  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army  who  had  been  or 
might  be  attached  or  assigned  to  duty  for  serv- 
ice in  any  other  regiment  or  corps,  should  resume 
their  positions  in  the  regular  army,  and  should 
be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  promotion,  and 
emoluments,  as  if  they  had  continued  to  serve 
in  their  own  regiments  or  corps  ;  and  that  the  re- 
cruiting of  these  eleven  new  regiments  should 
be  placed  in  charge  of  officers  appointed  for  the 
new  regiments  from  civil  life;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
should  not  be  employed  in  recruiting,  but  should 
be  .employed  actively  in  the  field.  Mr.  Vallan- 
digham  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand  that 
the  report  of  the  Conference  Committee  proposes 
to  agree  to  the  Senate  bill  increasing  the  stand- 
ing arrny,  as  against  the  proposition  to  increase 
the  volunteer  force  which  was  adopted  by  the 


House.  Mr.  Blair  replied,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  House  were  exceedingly  reluctant 
to  yield  their  amendment,  and  nothing  but  what 
they  deemed  a  pressing  emergency  would  have 
induced  them  to  yield  their  objections  to  the 
Senate  bill.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  was  agreed  to  —  ayes,  eighty-one, 
noes,  twenty-two.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  •  which  was  concurred  in 
without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861. 

No.  III. — The  Bill  providing  for  the  letter  Or- 
ganization of  the  Military  Establishment. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 

on,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  notice  given 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  military  estab- 
ishment.  The  bill  contained  eighteen  sections, 
and  provided  : 

For  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  secretary 
of  war ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  adjutant-general's  de- 
)artment,  and  the  promotion  of  the  Adjutant- 
^eneral  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general. 

For  an  increase  of  the  quartermaster-general's 
department ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  ordnance  department ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
he  promotion  of  the  chief  to  the  rank  of  a 
>rigadier-general ; 

For  an  increase  of  the  medical  department  of 
he  army ; 

For  the  addition  to  the  medical  staff  of  a  corps 
>f  medical  cadets ; 

For  the  employment  of  female  nurses  in  the 
)ermanent  hospitals ; 

For  the  appointment  of  one  chaplain  to  each 
egiment ; 

For  increasing  the  number  of  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy,  and  authorizing  the  Presi- 
lent  to  fill  the  vacancies  created  by  the  rebel- 
Ion  ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  allowing  three  months' 
xtra  pay  for  reenljstments,  and  the  premium 
or  accepted  recruits ; 

For  the  repeal  of  the  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
ary  of  War  to  discharge  minors ; 

For  the  change  of  the  army  ration  whenever 
ircumstances  might  render  it  advisable  by  sub- 
tituting  fre^h  meats,  potatoes,  or  fresh  or  des- 
icated  vegetables ; 

For  allowing  in  the  hospitals,  such  quantities 
>f  fresh  or  preserved  fruits,  milk,  butter,  and 
}ggs  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  proper  diet 
>f  the  sick ; 

On  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Commit- 
ee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been 
eferred,    reported    it    back   with   amendments. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  proceeded  to  its  con- 
ideration,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  struck 
iut  the  provision  giving   the  Adjutant-General 
he  rank  of   a  brigadier-general.     The  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  reported  an  amendment 
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providing  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  —  whom  the  law  re- 
quired to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers— should  be  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Academy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
scientific  attainments.  Mr.  Hale  of  New-Hamp- 
shire moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "a  gradu- 
ate of  the  United  States  Military  Academy"— yeas, 
fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  strike  out  the  entire  amendment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  allow  Mr.  Wilson  to  move  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Academy  should  be  an  officer  of  the  engineer, 
topographical  engineer,  ordnance  or  artillery 
corps.  This  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
adopted. 

The  Military  Committee  reported  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  seventeenth  section,  au- 
thorizing the  Commissary-General  to  vary  the 
subsistence  of  the  army  by  substituting  fresh 
meats  for  salt  meat,  and  potatoes,  fresh  or  des- 
sicated  vegetables  for  other  portions  of  the  ra- 
tion and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it :  "  That  the  army 
ration  shall  be  increased  as  follows,  namely :  twen- 
ty-two ounces  of  bread  or  flour,  or  one  pound  of 
hard  bread,  instead  of  the  present  issue ;  fresh 
beef  shall  be  issued  as  often  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  detachment  or  regiment  shall  re- 
quire it,  when  practicable,  in  place  of  salt  meat ; 
beans  and  rice  shall  be  issued  in  the  same  ra- 
tion in  the  proportions  now  provided  by  the  re- 
gulation ;  and  one  pound  of  potatoes  per  man 
shall  be  issued  at  least  three  times  a  week,  if 
practicable;  and  when  these  articles  cannot  be 
issued  in  these  proportions,  an  equivalent  in 
value  shall  be  issued  in  some  other  proper  food, 
and  a  ration  of  tea  may  be  substituted  for  a  ra- 
tion of  coffee,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  proper 
officer."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  an  amendment  consisting  of  five 
sections,  repealing  the  law  allowing  double  ra- 
tions to  department  commanders ;  providing 
that  brevet  rank  should  not  increase  pay  ;  that 
officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  commute  it, 
but  should  draw  in  kind ;  that  officers,  when 
absent  from  duty  six  months,  should  not  re- 
ceive the  allowances  authorized  by  existing  law  ; 
that  sutlers  might  be  appointed  not  exceeding 
one  to  each  military  post.  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the  section  author- 
izing the  increase  in  the  Ordnance  Department  was 
stricken  out.  Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding :  "  That  any  cadet  who 
shall  hereafter  be  reported  deficient,  either  in  con- 
duct or  studies,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  Acad- 
emy, and  shall  not  be  returned  or  reappointed  ex- 
cept upon  the  recommendation  of  the  academic 
board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
amend  so  that  such  cadet  could  not  be  appointed 
to  a  place  in  the  army.  Mr.  Fessenden  suggested  a 
modification  of  the  amendment  so  that  it  would 
read,  "  or  appointed  to  any  place  in  the  army 
before  his  class  shall  have  left  the  Academy  and 
received  their  commissions,"  and  Mr.  Hale  ac- 


cepted the  modification,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Harris  .was  agreed  to; 
Mr.  Harris's  amendment  was  then  adopted.  Mr. 
Wade,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire  sec- 
tion relating  to  the  Academy.  He  declared  he 
was  "  not  in  favor  of  increasing  the  number  of 
cadets.  I  do  not  think  the  experience  of  the 
country  has  been  such  as  should  lead  us  to  be 
in  any  great  hurry  to  increase  the  number  of 
cadets  or  to  add  to  the  patronage  of  the  Military 
Academy.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there 
is  something  wrong  about  this  whole  institution. 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  history  of  the  world 
you  can  find  as  many  men  who  have  proved 
themselves  utterly  faithless  to  their  oaths,  un- 
grateful to  the  Government  that  has  supported 
them,  guilty  of  treason  and  a  deliberate  inten- 
tion to  overthrow  that  Government  which  has 
educated  them  and  given  them  its  support,  as 
have  emanated  from  this  institution."  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  eleventh  section  relating 
to  the  West-Point  Academy,  was  stricken  out 
with  the  view  of  perfecting  the  matter  in  a  new 
bill. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting  a  new  bill  of  twenty  sec- 
tions. In  explanation  of  its  provisions,  Mr. 
Wilson  said:  "I  have  labored  .night  and  day, 
for  many  days  and  nights,  to  fit  and  prepare 
this  bill  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the  country ; 
and  in  doing  so,  I  confess  that  in  every  step  of 
it,  I  have  had  to  meet  the  interests,  the  jealous- 
ies, or  the  prejudices  of  men  connected  with  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  But  in  framing 
this  bill,  I  have  endeavored  to  be  governed 
wholly  by  the  public  interest,  and  not  by  the 
wants  or  wishes  of  any  particular  men  in  the 
army  or  in  the  departments  : 

The  first  section  provides  for  an  Assistant-Se- 
cretary of  War,  with  a  compensation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  per  year ; 

The  second  section  makes  an  addition  to  the 
quartermaster's  department ; 

The  third  section  provides  that  there  shall  be 
added  to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  to- 
pographical engineers  and  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, three  first,  and  three  second  lieutenants ; 

The  fifth  section  provides  for  raising  three 
companies,  to  be  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  to  be  sappers,  miners,  and  pon- 
toneers  ; 

The  sixth  section  authorizes  an  addition  to 
the  medical  department  of  the  army,  of  ten 
surgeons,  and  twenty  assistant  surgeons ; 

The  seventh  section  proposes  to  add  to  the 
medical  corps,  fifty  young  men  —  medical  stu- 
dents— to  be  called  dressers ; 

The  eighth  section  provides  that,  in  permanent 
hospitals,  female  nurses  may  be  substituted  for 
soldiers,  under  the  guide  and  direction  of  {he 
surgeons  of  those  hospitals ; 

The  ninth  section  provides  that  one  chaplain 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment,  to  be  selected 
and  appointed  by  the  President;  but  he  must 
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be  an  ordained  minister  of  some  Christian  de- 
nomination ;  leaving  the  pay  precisely  as  it  is 
now ; 

The  tenth  section  authorizes  the  President  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Military  Academy  on 
the  recommendation  of  Senators  ; 

The  eleventh  section  abolishes  three  months' 
pay  for  reenlistments ; 

The  twelfth  section  provides  that  two  dollars 
a  month  shall  be  retained,  instead  of  one  dol- 
lar, from  the  soldier's  pay ;  the  object  to  make 
every  soldier  feel  that  he  has  got  so  much  re- 
served interest ; 

The  thirteenth  section  repeals  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  approved  September  twenty-eighth, 
1850,  which  requires  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
discharge  from  the  service  all  minors ; 

The  next  section  provides  that  in  all  cases  of 
enlistment  or  reenlistment,  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance may  be  administered  by  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  army  ; 

The  fifteenth  section,  provides  that  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons,  mounted  riflemen,  and  caval- 
ry, shall  all  be  consolidated  and  be  one  arm ; 

The  sixteenth  section  provides  for  the  altera- 
tion of  the  army  ration,  increasing  it  to'  a  small 
extent — increasing  the  bread  and  not  the  meat ; 

The  seventeenth  section  provides  that  there 
may  be  allowed  in  the  hospitals  fruits,  milk,  but- 
ter and  eggs ; 

The  eighteenth  section  provides  that  there 
shall  be  appointed,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  council  of  administra- 
tion, and  approval  of  the  commanding  officer,  as 
many  sutlers  as  the  exigency  may  require. 

The  remaining  sections  are  taken  from  the 
bill  to  create  a  retired  list. 

This  bill  now  presented  as  a  substitute  has 
been  examined  most  carefully  in  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  in  the  Secretary  of  War's  office, 
and  finally  was  examined  and  revised  by  General 
Scott.  It  received  the  unanimous  sanction  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Grimes 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  five 
new  sections  providing  for  a  retired  list  of  the 
navy.  Mr.  Hale,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, declared  his  opposition  to  both  proposi- 
tions.  Mr.  Grimes  thought  there  were  at  least 
twenty  naval  officers  that  ought  to  be  retired ; 
"  It  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Government 
to  get  rid  of  these  men,  who  are  effete,  unable 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  positions,  and  take 
young,  active,  and  patriotic  men  and  place  them 
in  their  stead."  Mr.  Grimes's  amendment  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  relating  to  retiring  boards  for 
the  army  and  navy,  and  adding  three  sections  re- 
lating to  double  rations,  brevet  commissions,  and 
commutation  of  forage,  adopted  by  the  Senate  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  not  included  in  his 
pending  amendment.  Mr.  Nesmith  opposed  the 
section  relating  to  the  commutation  of  forage, 
and  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  it.  Mr.  Wilson  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Hale's  motion  to 
strike  out  of  his  amendment  the  sections  relat- 


ing to  retired  lists  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  to 
insert  the  new  sections  concerning  brevet  rank, 
and  double  rations  for  department  commanders. 
Mr.  Hale's  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Baker 
of  Oregon,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Foster  of  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Ten  Eyck  of  New-Jersey,  and  Mr. 
Fessenden  of  Maine.  The  question  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  resulted — -yeas,  eleven ;  nays, 
twenty-seven. 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  moved  to  amend  the 
twentieth  section  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
line  by  adding — that  should  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral be  retired  under  this  act,  it  should  be  with- 
out reduction  in  his  current  pay,  subsistence,  or 
allowances — yeas,  twenty-nine ;  nays,  eleven  ;  so 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hale  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  give  to  retired  officers 
"half-pay,"  instead  of  upay."  Mr.  Collamer,  of 
Vermont,  suggested  that  "  the  amendment  should 
be  that  they  should  retire  upon  half  the  pay  to 
which  they  were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their 
being  retired,  provided  that  the  same  should 
never  be  less,  by  the  year,  than  a  certain  named 
sum,  say  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  so  as  to 
give  a  man  a  support."  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  the  retired  of- 
ficer the  pay  proper  of  his  rank,  and  no  other 
allowances.  Mr.  Hale  withdrew  his  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  sections  two,  three, 
and  six  of  the  bill  increasing  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral's, the  commissary,  the  quartermaster,  and 
the  "medical  departments  were  stricken  out,  and 
the  following  added  as  a  new  section:  "That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  eight 
assistant  adjutant-generals,  six  commissaries  of 
subsistence,  four  quartermasters,  and  twenty  as- 
sistant quartermasters,  ten  surgeons  and  twenty 
assistant  surgeons,  to  have  the  pay,  rank,  and  al- 
lowances, and  perform  the  duties  of  similar  offi- 
cers in  the  present  military  establishment,  and 
to  hold  their  offices  three  years  unless  sooner 
discharged." 

Mr.  Hale  moved  as  an  additional  section : 
"  That  so  much  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  August  twenty -third,  1842,  as  allows  addi- 
tional or  double  rations  to  generals  or  other  of- 
ficers commanding  geographical  departments  or 
divisions,  or  to  the  commandant  of  each  perma- 
nent or  fixed  post  garrisoned  with  troops,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repeated."  Mr.  Wilson 
suggested  that  the  amendment  be  so  modified 
as  to  apply  only  to  officers  commanding  in  fixed 
fortifications  and  garrisons.  Mr.  Hale  accepted 
the  modification,  and  his  amendment  as  modified 
was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  Sen- 
ate, by  a  vote  of  twenty-one  to  eighteen,  amend- 
ed the  bill  by  adding  :  "That. officers  having  bre- 
vet commissions  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
ercise  of  command  according  to  their  brevet 
rank."  Mr.  Baker,  of  Oregon,  wishing  to  make 
sure  that  this  provision  did  not  apply  to  Gen- 
eral  Scott,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding, 
"  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  in  any 
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event  reduce  the  pay  or  emoluments  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  the  army" — yeas,  thirty ;  nays, 
six.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  substitute 
by  adding,  "That  any  commissioned  officer  of 
the  army  or  navy,  who,  having  tendered  his 
resignation,  shall,  prior  to  due  notice  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  same  by  the  proper  authority,  and 
without  leave,  quit  his  post  or  proper  duties, 
with  the  intent  to  remain  permanently  absent 
therefrom,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  deserter  and 
punished  as  such ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr. 
Wilson's  substitute,  "The  superintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy  shall  be  an  officer  of  the  en- 
gineers, topographical  engineers,  ordnance,  or 
artillery  corps,  a  graduate  of  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  and  distinguished  for  his 
scientific  attainments.  He  shall  have  the  local 
rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  engi- 
neers, and  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ;" 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  re- 
committed, reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
Mr.  Wilson  said,  in  explanation  of  the  action  of 
the  Committee,  that  "  The  tenth  section  of  the 
bill,  in  regard  to  the  vacancies  in  the  Military 
Academy,  the  committee  have  changed  so  that 
they  shall  be  filled  by  the  President,  '  upon  the 
nomination,  by  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, of  two  from  each  State  now  repre- 
sented in  the  House.'  This  will  change  the  ap- 
pointment from  the  Senate  to  the  delegation  of 
each  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
will  give  to  each  State  two  cadetships  to  be  filled 
up  in  that  way. 

"  An  amendment  was  moved  and  adopted  ~bj  the 
Senate  yesterday,  to  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
bill  in  regard  to  the  retired  list  of  the  army,  to 
pay  the  retired  officers  their  pay  proper,  and 
nothing  more.  The  Senator  from  Iowa  suggest- 
ed that  there  would  be  an  inequality  in  the  pay 
of  the  officer  retired,  and  that  was  the  chief  rea- 
son for  recommitting  the  proposition.  The  com- 
mittee have  arranged  it  in  this  way :  that  if  any 
commissioned  officer  shall  become  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be 
placed  on  the  retired  list,  and  withdrawn  from 
active  service  and  command  and  from  the  line  of 
promotion,  with  the  following  pay,  namely,  ma- 
jor-generals, two  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty 
dollars ;  brigadier-generals,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars ;  colonels,  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  ;  lieuten- 
ant-colonels, nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars ; 
majors,  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  cap- 
tains, seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  first 
lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars  ;  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  five  hundred  and  forty  dollars ; 
without  any  other  pay  or  allowances.  That  is 
the  pay  proper  now  received  by  the  officers  of  the 
infantry  ahd  artillery.  It  is  the  full  pay  proper 
of  these  officers,  without  any  emoluments,  and 


according  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sherman]  yesterday,  which  was 
sustained  by  the  Senate.  This  places  officers  of 
engineers,  artillery,  and  infantry  on  the  same 
footing,  and  does  away  with  the  objection,  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  of  inequality. 

"  The  Committee  propose  to  change  the  twenty- 
eighth  section,  in  regard  to  the  retired  officers  of 
the  navy,  by  striking  out  the  words  'leave-of- 
absence  pay  he  was  entitled  to  at  the  time  of 
such  retirement,'  and  inserting -the  words  'pay 
allowed  by  this  act.' 

"In  the  twenty-ninth  section,  the  Committee 
propose  to  insert,  after  the  word  '  promotion,'  in 
line  six,  these  words  : 

"  '  Witn  the  following  pay,  namely,  captains  in 
the  navy,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
commanders  in  the  navy,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars ;  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  one  thou- 
sand dollars ;  surgeons,  ranking  with  captains, 
one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ;  with  com- 
manders, one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars ;  with 
lieutenants,  one  thousand  dollars ;  paymasters, 
ranking  with  captains,  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars ;  with  commanders,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars  ;  with  lieutenants,  one  thousand 
dollars ;  chief  engineers,  one  thousand  dollars  ; 
first  assistant  engineers,  seven  hundred  dollars ; 
second  assistant  engineers,  five  hundred  dollars  ; 
and  third  assistant  engineers,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  masters,  four  hundred  dollars  ;  passed  mid- 
shipmen, three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  with- 
out any  other  pay  or  allowance.  Captains,  com- 
manders, and  lieutenants  now  on  the  retired  list 
of  the  navy,  shall  receive  the  same  compensation, 
and  no  greater,  than  is  allowed  to  the  officers  of 
the  same  rank  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.' 

"  The  officers  that  have  been  retired  heretofore 
receive  a  larger  pay  than  we  propose  to  give  of- 
ficers retired  by  this  act ;  this  proposition  places 
all  the  officers  who  are  or  may  be  retired,  on  the 
same  footing.  Other  slight  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  bill,  but  they  are  merely  verbal." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  then  read  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, as  the  first  seven  sections  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  severally  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  section 
eight,  "  That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Military 
Acadenry,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations 
according  to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  President  upon  the  nomina- 
tion by  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  such  States  as  are  represented  in  Con- 
gress :  Provided,  That  but  two  cadets  shall  be 
appointed  from  any  one  State ;  and  that  such 
cadet^  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State 
from  which  they  are  nominated,  and  shall  have 
the  qualifications  for  admission  to  the  Military 
Academy  as  are  now  required  for  appointments 
from  congressional  districts  and  at  large.  And 
no  cadet,  who  shall  hereafter  be  reported  as  de- 
ficient, either  in  conduct  or  studies,  and  recom- 
mended to  be  discharged  from  the  Academy, 
shall  be  returned  or  reappointed,  or  appointed  to 
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any  place  in  the  army  before  his  class  shall 
have  left  the  Academy  and  received  their  com- 
missions, unless  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
academic  board  of  the  Academy."  Mr.  Fessen- 
den  moved  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  by  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,"  and  in- 
sert, "  by  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States" 
—rejected,  yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty -two.  The 
question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  rejected.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wade, 
so  much  of  the  section  as  refers  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  cadets  to  the  Military  Academy,  was 
stricken  out.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  insert  in  lieu 
of  the  words  stricken  out  by  Mr.  Wade,  "  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  fill  any  existing*vacancies 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  from 
congressional  districts  for  which  no  nominations 
are  made  by  Representatives  in  Congress,  by  ap- 
pointments from  those  districts  or  from  the  re- 
spective States  at  large" — yeas,  seventeen ;  nays, 
twenty -three ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
moved  to  insert  in  the  blank  made  by  Mr.  Wade's 
amendment,  "That  existing  vacancies  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  from  congressional  districts  where 
there  have  been  failures  to  make  nominations,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  shall  be 
supplied  by  the  President,  upon  the  nomination 
of  Senators  from  such  States  as  are  represented 
in  the  Senate ;"  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee,  as  sections 
nine  to  twenty-nine  inclusive,  and  they  were 
severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion, by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  five 
assistant  inspectors-general,  with  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  of  cavalry,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  moved 
as  an  additional  section,  "That  no  part  of  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  shall  be  em- 
ployed or  used  in  subjecting  or  holding  as  a 
conquered  province  any  sovereign  State  now  or 
lately  one  of  the  United  States,  or  in  abolishing 
or  interfering  with  African  slavery  in  any  of  the 
States."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  to  it,  "  Unless  a  mili- 
tary necessity  shall  exist  for  enforcing  the  laws 
or  maintaining  the  Constitution  of  the  Union." 
These  amendments  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Powell,  Browning,  Carlisle,  Fessenden,  Howe, 
Sumner,  Polk,  and  Saulsbury.  Mr.  Lane's 
amendment  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment  was  re- 
jected, eleven  Senators  voting  for,  and  twenty- 
four  against  it.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  strike 
out  all  of  Mr.  Powell's  amendment,  and  insert, 
"  That  the  purposes  of  the  military  establishment 
provided  for  in  this  act  are  to  preserve  tne  Union, 
to  defend  the  property,  and  to  maintain  the  con- 
stitutional authority  of  the  Government."  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas,  thirty-three ; 
nays,  four.  Mr.  Breckenridge  moved  to  add  to 
Mr.  Sherman's  amendment,  the  words,  "but  the  \ 
army  and  navy  shall  not  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  subjugating  any  State,  of  reducing  it  to 


the  condition  of  a  territory  or  province,  or  to  abol 
ish  slavery  therein."  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected— yeas,  nine;  nays,  thirty.  The  question 
recurring  on  the  original  amendment  as  amended, 
it  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed  as 
amended. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fif- 
teenth, Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
military  establishment,  and,  on  the  nineteenth, 
the  bill  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  passed. 
On  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Blair  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  Senate  bill  for  the  better  organization 
of  the  military  establishment,  reported  it  back 
with  an  amendment  as  a  substitute.  The  sub- 
stitute was  adopted,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  the  bill 
with  the  House  amendment  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. Mr.  Hale  moved  that  the  bill  and 
amendment  be  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, but  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  hoped  the  Senate  would  disagree  to  the 
amendment,  and  send  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
at  once.  Mr.  Grimes  said  this  bill  as  it  went 
from  the  Senate,  "was  more  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed and  better  understood  by  the  members  of 
this  body,  than  any  bill  that  has  been  passed  at 
this  session;  and  he  should  vote  to  non-concur 
in  the  House  amendment  which  struck  out  some 
of  the  most  material  provisions  of  the  Senate 
bill."  The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 
The  House  insisted  on  its  amendment,  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York,  conferees.  The 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on  its 
disagreements,  agreed  to  a  conference  committee, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of 
Minnesota,  conferees. 

In  the  'House,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report  that  the  House  recede  from  its  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate  bill,  and  agree  to  it  with 
several  amendments ;  and  the  report  was  accept- 
ed. In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty -ninth,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hale,  Mr. 
Baker,  arid  Mr.  Sherman,  and  rejected.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  insisted  on  its 
disagreement  to  the  House  amendment,  and 
askod  for  another  committee  of  conference.  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  McDougall  were 
appointed  conferees.  The  House  agreed  to  a 
further  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Kentucky,  conferees  on  its  part. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Wilson  from  the  second  committee  of  confer- 
ence, reported  that  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
military  establishment,  had  agreed  to  recommend 
to  their  respective  Houses,  That  the  House  re- 
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cede  from  its  amendments  to  the  Senate  bill, 
and  agree  to  it,  with  amendments  ;  and  the  report 
was  concurred  in — yeas,  twenty-seven ;  nays,  nine. 
In  the  House,  Mr.  Blair  made  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  which  was  concurred  in. 
This  bill,  containing  twenty -five  sections,  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  Au- 
gust, 1861. 

No.  IV. — The  Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  Employment  of  Volunteers  to  aid 
in  enforcing  the  Laws  and  protecting  Public 
Property. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers. The  bill  authorized  the  President  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers,  either  as  cavalry, 
infantry,  or  artillery,  in  such  numbers  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service  might,  in  his 
opinion,  demand,  to  be  organized  by  the  act  of 
the  twenty-second  July,  1861.  These  volun- 
teers were  to  be  armed  as  the  President  might 
direct,  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  to  be  upon  the  footing  in  all  respects 
with  similar  corps  of  the  army,  and  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  for  and  during  the  war. 
Mr.  Wilson  desired  to  put  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage, but  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  objecting,  it 
was  passed  over. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  to  the  first  section  a  proviso, 
"  That  the  number  of  troops  hereby  authorized, 
shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  thouand."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  as  a 
new  section,  "That  the  President  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  command  of  the  volunteer 
forces,  such  number  of  major-generals  and  of 
brigadier-generals  as  may  in  his  judgment  be  re- 
quired for  their  organization;"  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr. 
Blair  called  up  for  consideration  the  Senate  bill 
and  passed  it  without  a  division,  only  fifteen 
members  voting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burnett,  of 
Kentucky,  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  Presi- 
dent approved  the  bill  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
July,  1861. 

No.  V. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  approve  and  con- 
firm certain  Acts  ofthe^  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  suppressing  Insurrection  and  Re- 
bellion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  July,  1861, 
agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  fourth,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  approve  and  confirm  certain  acts 
of  the  President.  The  resolution  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
eighth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment. 

The  resolution  set  forth  that,  "  Whereas,  since 


the  adjournment  of  Congress,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last,  a  formidable  insurrection  in 
certain  States  of  this  Union  has  arrayed  itself 
in  armed  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  constitutionally  administered; 
and  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
did,  under  the  extraordinary  exigencies  thus 
presented,  exercise  certain  powers  and  adopt 
certain  measures  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Government — that  is  to  say:  First.  He  did,  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  his  procla- 
mation calling  upon  the  several  States  for  seven- 
ty-five thousand  men  to  suppress  such  insurrec- 
tionary combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to 
be  faithfully  executed.  Secondly.  He  did,  on 
the  nineteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  a  procla- 
mation setting  on  foot  a  blockade  of  the  ports 
within  the  States  of  South-Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  Thirdly.  He  did,  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  April  last,  issue  a  proclamation  establish- 
ing a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  North-Carolina.  Fourthly.  He  did, 
by  order  of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last?, 
addressed  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  authorize  that  offi- 
cer to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any 
point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  military  line 
between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of 
Washington.  Fifthly.  He  did,  on  the  third  day  of 
May  last,  issue  a  proclamation  calling  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  forty-two  thousand 
and  thirty-four  volunteers,  increasing  the  regular 
army  by  the  addition  of  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  and  the  navy 
by  an  addition  of  eighteen  thousand  seamen. 
Sixthly.  He  did,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last, 
issue  a  proclamation  authorizing  the  commander 
of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast 
of  Florida,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
if  necessary.  All  of  which  proclamations  and 
orders  have  been  submitted  to  this  Congress. 
Now,  therefore, 

"Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  all  of  the  extraordi- 
nary acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ap- 
proved and  declared  to  be  in  all  respects  legal 
and  valid,  to  the  same  intent,  and  with  the  same 
effect,  as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authority  and  direction  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"increasing  the  regular  army  by  the  addition 
of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  men,  and  the  navy  by  an  addition  of 
eighteen  thousand  seamen."  He  said  he  did  not 
know  that  any  thing  had  been  done  toward  in- 
creasing the  army  or  navy,  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  made  by  law  retroactive.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  that  "A  plan  has  been  arranged  for  the  or- 
ganization of  eleven  regiments  for  the  army. 
Officers  have  been  appointed,  commissioned 
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with  some  qualifications,  sent  to  certain  points 
of  the  country,  and  money  has  been  placed  in 
their  hands  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  army.  In 
regard  to  filling  up  the  navy,  I  understand 
that  of  the  eighteen  thousand  men  ordered  for 
the  navy  several  thousand  have  been  enlisted, 
and  are  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  strike  out  this 
provision ;  I  think  it  had  better  remain  there." 

Mr.  Polk,  of  Missouri,  desired  to  have  the  re- 
solution go  over  to  a  future  day.  Mr.  McDougall, 
of  California,  thought  it  of  vast  importance  to  act 
promptly.  "I  am  here,"  he  said,  "to  indorse 
the  preliminary  actions  of  the  Government." 
Mr.  Fessenden  of  Maine  would  oppose  postpone- 
ment after  that  day,  though  he  w^ould  defer  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  the  next  day,  if 
Mr.  Polk  was  not  ready  to  speak  then.  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  saw  no  reason  for  pass- 
ing the  resolution.  Mr.  Clark  withdrew  his 
amendment,  as  the  Military  Committee  were 
unanimous  for  it.  Mr.  Polk  moved  to  postpone 
the  resolution  until  the  next  day.  Mr.  Dixon  and 
Mr.  McDougall  opposed  it,  and  the  motion  was 
lost.  Mr.  King,  of  New-York,  moved  to  amend 
by  a  proviso  that  within  six  months  after  the 
rebellion  should  be  put  down,  the  army  should 
be  reduced  to  its  organization  on  the  first  of 
July,  1861.  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  was  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  regular  army  and 
to  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
Mr.  King  accepted  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hale  to 
include  in  his  amendment  the  navy.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  Maryland,  was  prepared  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  all  just  and  constitutional 
measures,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  all  the  pro- 
positions in  the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  Mr.  King  would  withdraw 
his  amendment  and  move  it  upon  the  army  bill, 
and  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  said,  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Committee  he  "  had  voted  to  report  the 
resolution.  The  red  right  hand  of  armed  rebel- 
lion was  raised  to  strike  down  the  Government 
under  which  we  live — the  freest,  happiest,  grand- 
est Government  upon  earth ;  and  the  President 
was  suddenly  called  upon  to  put  down  this  armed 
rebellion.  Every  effort  which  he  has  made  to 
that  purpose  meets  my  most  hearty  and  cordial 
cooperation  and  support."  Mr.  Kennedy  ex- 
pressed his  "  solemn  conviction  that  you  will 
never  reconstruct  the  Union  by  the  sword ;" 
he  would  ask  Mr.  Wilson  .if  he  "is  apprised 
of  any  necessity  for  or  any  reasons  that  re- 
quire or  justify  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  Maryland."  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
plied :  "  I  think  the  existence  of  a  band  of  con- 
spirators, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  men  who  or- 
ganized murder  and  shot  down  in  the  streets  of 
that  city  brave  men  who  were  rallying  at  the 
call  of  the  r  country  to  defend  the  capital  of  the 
nation  and  uphold  the  cause  of  the  republic,  is 
a  fall,  complete  justification  of  the  President  in 
authorizing  General  Scott  to  suspend  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  and  about  that  city.  There 
is  no  spot  on  this  continent,  none  whatever, 


where  there  have  been  blacker,  traitors  than  in 
and  about  the  city  of  Baltimore — men  ready  for 
murder,  for  any  crime — men  who  were  organiz- 
ing rebellion  in  that  city,  secreting  arms  that 
have  since  been  discovered  and  taken  from  the 
men  who  have  been  arrested.  If  there  ever  was 
in  any  portion  of  the  republic,  any  spot  of  earth, 
or  any  time,  where  and  when  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corp '>•'><  ought  to  be  suspended,  the  city  of 
Baltimore  v.vs  the  spot,  and  the  last  few  weeks 
the  time,  for  its  suspension." 

Mr.  Baker  said  :  "  As  a  member  of  the  Military 
Committee,  I  agree  heartily  in  the  report  of  its 
Chairman  of  the  bills  now  upon  your  table. 
Whether  that  peace  shall  be  conquered  at  Rich- 
mond, or  Montgomery,  or  New-Orleans,  or  in  the 
wilds  of  Texas,  I  do  not  presume  to  say ;  but  I 
do  know,  if  I  may  use  so  bold  a  word,  that  the 
determined  aggregated  power  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  this  country— all  its  treasure,  all  its  arms, 
all  its  blood,  all  its  enthusiasm,  kindled,  concen- 
trated, poured  out  in  one  mass  of  living  valor 
upon  any  foe — will  conquer."  Mr.  Fessenden 
suggested  to  Mr.  King  to  modify  his  amendment 
so  as  to  read :  That  nothing  therein  contained 
should  be  construed  as  authorizing  a  perma- 
nent increase  of  the  army  or  navy  beyond  their 
force  at  that  time.  Mr.  King  so  modified  his 
amendment.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  "  the  proviso 
as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  is  one 
that  we  can  all  accept."  Mr.  Trumbull  thought 
Mr.  Fessenden  had  succeeded  admirably  in  an- 
nexing a  proviso  which  really  had  no  meaning 
in  it,  but  Mr.  King  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  it,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Latham  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolu- 
tion the  words :  "  Fourthly.  He  did,  by  an  order 
of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  last,  addressed 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  authorize  that  officer  to  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  any  point  on  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  any  military  line  between  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  city  of  Washington." 
The  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Polk  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered.  He  then  addressed 
the  Senate  against  its  passage,  expressing  a  wish 
to  defer  his  speech  until  the  next  day.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  to  the  next 
day,  and  take  up  the  volunteer  bill,  and  it  was 
postponed.  On  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Polk  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  against  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  thought  that  instead  of 
being  engaged  in  an  effort  to  pass  through  the 
Senate  a  resolution  approving  these  violations 
of  the  Constitution  by  the  chief  Executive,  these 
wanton  and  palpable  violations t  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  assuming  the  war  power,  the  officers 
who  committed  these  usurpations  should  be  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  be  on  trial 
under  impeachment.  Mr.  Breckenridge  and 
Mr.  Bayard  expressed  a  desire  to  speak  on  the 
resolution,  and  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  postponed  till  the  next  day.  On  the 
sixteenth,  Mr.  Breckenridge  addressed  the  Senate 
in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 
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He  desired  "  the  country  to  understand  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  no  longer  to 
be  held  as  the  measure  of  power  on  one  side  and 
of  obedience  on  the  other,  but  that  it  is  to  be 
put  aside  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  major- 
ity." Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  declared:  "I  sanc- 
tion and  approve  every  thing  that  the  President 
has  done  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the 
people  sanction  and  approve  it,  and  there  is  no 
power  this  side  of  Heaven  that  can  reverse  that 
decision  of  the  American  people." 

On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware, 
addressed  the  Senate  for  two  hours  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution ;  and  •  on  the  twentieth,  Mr. 
Latham,  of  California,  spoke  for  nearly  two  hours 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  "indorsed 
to  the  fullest  extent,  all  that  had  that  day  so 
ably  and  eloquently  fallen  from  his  lips."  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Johnson,  -of  Tennessee, 
addressed  the  Senate  at  length.  He  declared 
the  cause  of  the  rebellion  to  be  "disappointed, 
impatient,  unhallowed  ambition."  "Certain 
men  could  not  wait  any  longer,  and  they  seized 
the  occasion  to  do  what  they  had  been  wanting 
to  do  for  a  long  time  —  break  up  the  Govern- 
ment. If  they  could  not  rule  a  large  country, 
they  thought  they  might  rule  a  small  one."  He 
declared  that  "A  distinguished  Senator  from 
Georgia  once  said,  '  when  traitors  become  num- 
erous enough,  treason  becomes  respectable.' 
Traitors  are  getting  to  be  so  numerous  now  that 
I  suppose  treason  has  almost  got  to  be  respect- 
able ;  but  God,  being  willing,  whether  traitors  be 
many  or  few,  as  I  have  hitherto  waged  war 
against  traitors  and  treason,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Government  which  was  constructed  by  our  fa- 
thers, I  intend  to  continue  it  to  the  end."  [Ap- 
plause in  the  galleries.] 

Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  spoke  on  the  thirtieth, 
against  the  resolution  and  in  condemnation  of 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  his  State,  which 
he  pronounced  to  be  "positive,  arbitrary,  cause- 
les-s,  and  wanton  oppression."  On  the  second 
of  August,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  take  up  the  re- 
solution for  consideration.  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Il- 
linois, opposed  the  motion  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas,  twen- 
ty-eight ;  nays,  eleven.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  it  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Polk  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas, 
seventeen ;  nays,  twenty-three.  Mr.  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  said  :  "  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  resolution, 
and  I  am  going  to  vote  for  it  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  different  acts  of  the  administration  re- 
cited in  this  preamble  were  illegal,  and  not  upon 
the  assumption  that  they  were  legal  and  valid. 
I  'approve'  of  the  doing  of  them,  and  therefore 
I  vote  for  that  portion  of  the  resolution.  I  am 
willing  to  make~  them  as  '  legal  and  valid  'as  if  > 
they  had  the  previous  express  sanction  of  Con-  j 
gross  ;  and  therefore  I  vote  for  that  clause  of  the 
resolution.  I  vote  for  these  measures ;  and  I  ap- 
prove them,  us  I  said  in  the  outset,  all  the  more 
because  the  taking  of  them  involved  the  President 
in  some  personal  hazard.  I  will  not  approve 
them  more,  but  I  admire  them  the  more  because 


he  did  not  hesitate  to  save  the  republic,  al- 
though the  act  of  saving  it  might  be  attended  by 
some  personal  risk  to  himself." 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixth,  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution.  Mr.  King  thought  we 
had  no  time  to  amend  it  and  there  was  no  pro- 
bability that  it  would  pass  the  House  so  near 
the  close  of  the  session.  Mr.  Fessenden  was 
ready  to  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 
but  thought  the  House  at  that  late  hour  would 
not  pass  it.  Mr.  Trumbull  declared  he  never 
would  vote  for  it,  and  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr. 
King,  who  moved  to  go  into  executive  session. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  not 
again  considered. 

No.  VI. — The  Bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  Volunteers  for  Expenses  in- 
curred in  employing  Regimental  Bands,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  July  fifteenth,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Min- 
nesota, introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  reimburse  the  New- York  Seventy- 
first  regiment  for  expenses  incurred  in  employ- 
ing regimental  bands.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On 
the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Rice  reported  back  the  bill 
with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  refund,  to  the  volunteers  called  out  by  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  fifteenth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  such 
sums  of  money  as  might  have  been  expended  by 
the  said  volunteers  in  the  employment  of  regi- 
mental or  company  bands  during  the  period  of 
their  service  undbr  said  proclamation  :  Provided, 
the  amount  to  be  allowed  should  not  exceed 
that  to  be  paid  to  volunteer  bands  regularly  mus- 
tered into  the  service  under  the  President's  pro- 
clamation of  May  third,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one.  On  the  twentieth,  the  bill 
was  considered,  amended  and  passed,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Grimes  its  title  was  so  amended 
as  to  read  :  "  A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  volunteers  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  employing  regimental  and  other 
bands."  In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh, 
Mr.  Blair  reported  it  back  from  the  military  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  regiment- 
al and  other  bands,  employed  by  volunteer  regi- 
ments, with  an  amendment  as  an  additional  sec 
tion,  providing  "that  the  President,  in  accept 
ing  and  organizing  volunteers  under  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of 
volunteers  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  pro- 
tecting public  property,'  approved  July  twenty- 
second,  1861,  might  accept  the  service  of  such 
volunteers  without  previous  proclamation,  and  in 
such  numbers,  from  any  State  or  States  as,  in 
his  discretion,  the  public  service  might  require." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  House  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
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proved  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  1861,  by  the 
President. 

No.  VII.— The  Bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  additional  Aid-s-de-camp. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first  of  July,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled, 
"  An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment approved  July  twenty-ninth,  .1861." 
The  bill  provided  that  the  President  might,  dur- 
ing the  insurrection,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  major-general  of 
the  regular  army  commanding  forces  of  the 
United  States  in  the  field,  appoint  such  number 
of  aids-de-camp,  in  addition  to  those  authorized 
by  law,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  require;  such 
aids-de-camp  to  bear,  respective^,  the  rank  and 
authority  of  captains,  majors,  lieutenant-colonels, 
or  colonels  of  the  regular  army,  as  the  President 
might  direct,  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  al- 
lowances as  were  provided  by  existing  laws  for 
officers  of  cavalry  of  corresponding  rank.  The 
President  was  to  cause  the  aids-de-camp  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  to  be  discharged  whenever 
they  should  cease  to  be  employed  in  active  serv- 
ice; and  he  might  reduce  the  number  so  em- 
ployed whenever  he  might  deem  it  expedient  so 
to  do.  Any  officers  of  the  regular  army  ap- 
pointed aids-de-camp  under  the  act,  and  at- 
tached or  assigned  to  duty  for  service  as  such, 
were,  on  their  discharge,  to  resume  their  posi- 
tions in  the  regular  army,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  rank  and  promotion  as  if  they  had  contin- 
ued to  serve  in  their  own  regiments  or  corps. 

Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  the  number  of  staff- 
officers  was  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  serv- 
ice. Mr.  Doolittle  desired  some  limitation  upon 
the  number.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  discretion 
of  the  President  an  ample  guarantee  that  no  more 
will  be  appointed  than  the  service  required.  The 
bill  was  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  first  of  August,  the  bill  was  taken 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  passed  without  oppo- 
sition, and  approved  by  the  President,  August 
fifth,  1861. 

No.  VIII. — The  Act  to  promote  the  Efficiency  of 
the  Engineer  and  Topographical  Engineer 
Corps,  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  fifth 
of  August,  1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aifairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of  engineer  corps.  The  bill  pro- 
vided that  there  should  be  added  to  each  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  and  topographical  engineers, 
by  regular  promotion  of  its  officers,  two  lieuten- 
ant-colonels and  four  majors,  provided  all  va- 
cancies created  by  such  promotion  should  be 
filled  by  graduates  of  the  Military  Academy,  re- 
commended for  such  promotion  by  the  academic 
board  of  that  institution ;  and  provided  further, 
that  said  corps  should  be  thereafter  known  as 
the  first  and  second  corps  of  engineers.  It  also 


directed  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps 
of  topographical  engineers  one  company  of  sol- 
diers, to  be  commanded  by  appropriate  officers 
of  such  corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and 
to  be  governed  in  every  particular  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  existing  corps  of  topographical 
engineers.  The  bill  was  passed  without  amend- 
ment. In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  and  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
to  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  and  inserting :  "  That  there  shall  be  added 
to  each  of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topograph- 
ical engineers,  by  regular  promotion  of  their 
present  officers,  two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four 
majors. 

"  That  there  shall  be  added  to  the  corps  of  to- 
pographical engineers,  one  company  of  soldiers, 
to  be  commaiKled  by  appropriate  officers  of  said 
corps,  to  have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  clott- 
ing, and  other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  fc> 
the  same  benefits,  in  every  respect,  as  the  com- 
pany created  by  the  act  '  for  the  organization  of 
a  company  of  sappers,  and  miners,  and  ponto- 
niers,'  approved  May  sixteenth,  1846. 

"  That  vacancies  hereafter  occurring  among  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the  volunteer  regiments 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Governors  of  the  States  re- 
spectively, in  the  same  manner  as  original  ap- 
pointments ;  and  so  much  of  the  tenth  section  of 
the  act  of  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861,  as 
is  inconsistent  therewith,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional  in- 
spectors-general for  the  United  States  army ; 
the  said  inspectors-general  to  have  the  same  rank 
and  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  now 
provided  by  law  for  inspectors-general." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  an  additional 
section :  "  That  so  much  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  approved  August  fifth,  1854,  as  author- 
izes the  appointment  of  civilians  to  superintend 
the  national  armories  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed ;  and  that  the  superintendents  of  these 
armories  shall  be  appointed  hereafter  from  offi- 
cers of  the  ordnance  department."  Mr.  Wilson 
said  his  sympathies  and  feelings  were  in  favor  of 
a  civil  superintendent,  but  his  judgment  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  which  would  place  the 
armory  in  the  care  of  an  officer  experienced  in 
the  fabrication  of  arms.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  insert  as  an 
additional  section :  •"  That  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  be  increased 
at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  and 
to  continue  for  three  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  until  otherwise  fixed  by  law." 
Mr.  Wilson  "thought  the  public  interest  re- 
'  quired  that  we  should  increase  the  pay  of  the 
volunteers  from  eleven  to  fifteen  dollars  a  month, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  compensation." 
Mr.  Sherman  said  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
object  to  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  volunteers 


DOCUMENTS. 


17 


or  of  the  regular  army;  the  amendment  should 
not  be  adopted  without  great  consideration.  Mr. 
Wade  said  "  there  was  no  just  proportion  be- 
tween the  pay  of  officers  and  privates ;  we  were 
not  paying  enough  to  our  soldiers,"  and  he  was 
for  the  proposition.  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  by 
advice  of  Senators  around  him,  and  of  Mr.  King, 
his  colleague  on  the  committee,  he  would  with- 
draw the  amendment  and  introduce  it  as  a  sep- 
arate bill.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  an  additional  section,  that 
this  Congress  recommend  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  to  convene  their  Legislatures  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  an  election  to  select  two 
delegates  from  each  congressional  district,  to 
meet  in  general  convention  at  Louisville,  in 
Kentucky,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September 
next ;  the  purpose  of  the  said  convention  to  be 
to  devise  measures  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to 
our  country."  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia, 
thought  the  proposition  "inopportune."  Mr. 
McDoiigall,  of  California,  wished  "merely  to  amend 
the  remark  made  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia ;  he 
says  this  proposition  would  be  inopportune ;  I  say 
it  would  be  cowardly."  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected; nine  Senators  voted  for  it,  and  twenty- 
nine  against  it.  The  bill  as  amended,  was  then 
passed  without  a  division.  On  the  same  day, 
the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blair,  concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate;  and  the  Presi- 
dent approved  it  on  the  sixth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  IX.— The  Bill  to  authorize  an  Increase  in 

the  Corps   of  Engineers  and    Topographical 

Engineers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  engineer  corps. 
It  provided,  "That  there  should  be  added  to  each 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topographical  engi- 
neers, by  regular  promotion  of  their  -present  offi- 
cers, two  lieutenant-colonels  and  four  majors ;  and 
that  there  should  be  added  to  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers  one  company  of  soldiers,  to 
have  the  same  pay  and  rations,  clothing,  and 
other  allowances,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same 
benefits  in  every  respect  as  the  company  created 
by  the  act  for  the  organization  of  a  company  of 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  approved 
May  sixteenth,  1846."  On  the  third  of  August, 
the  bill  was  considered  and  passed  without 
amendment.  In  the  House,  on  the  fifth,  Mr. 
Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  the  Senate  bill  had  been  referred,  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment  as  an  additional 
section,  "That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  appoint  two  additional 
inspectors-general  of  the  United  States  army, 
to  have  the  same  rank  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  allowances  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for 
inspectors-general."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  passed  as  amended.  The  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion, of  Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendment ; 
and  the  President  approved  the  act  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  1861. 

VoL.  X.— Uoc.  2 


No.  X. — The  Bill  making '  an  Appropriation  to 
deliver  Arms  to  Loyal  Citizens  of  Rebel  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  July,  1861, 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  introduced  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
transporting  and  delivering  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  States  of  which 
the  inhabitants  then  or  thereafter  might  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  organ- 
izing them  into  companies,  battalions,  regiments, 
or  otherwise,  for  their  own  protection  against 
domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion,  or  re- 
bellion. The  bill  provided  that  the  sum  of 

dollars  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  in  supplying  and 
defraying  the  expenses  of  transporting  and  de>- 
livering  such  arms  and  munitions  of  war  as  in. 
his  judgment  might  be  expedient  to  place  in  the 
hadns  of  any  of  the  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any 
of  the  States  of  which  the  inhabitants  were  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  which  rebellion  was  "or  might  be 
threatened,  and  likewise  for  defraying  ^  such  ex- 
penses as  might  be  properly  incurred  in  organ- 
izing and  sustaining  while  so  organized,  any  of 
said  citizens  into  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, or  otherwise,  for  their  own  protection 
against  domestic  violence,  insurrection,  invasion, 
or  rebellion.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-third, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  bill  without  amendment,  and 
asked  unanimous  consent  to  consider  it  then, 
which  was  given.  Mr.  Wilson  said  the  commit- 
tee had  not  filled  'the  blank,  wishing  to  leave  it 
to  the  Senate.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 
moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  by  inserting  two 
millions,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  was  amended  so  as  to 
read:  "The  loyal  citizens  residing  in  any  of  the 
States  which  are  in  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  in  which  rebel- 
lion is  or  may  be  threatened."  Mr.  Collamer, 
of  Vermont,  did  not  like  the  phraseology  of  the 
bill ;  he  thought  States  could  not  be  in  rebellion, 
but  the  inhabitants  might  be.  He  moved  to  so 
amend  it,  as  to  make  it  read,  "the  States  of 
which  the  inhabitants,  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
in  rebellion."  This  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  passed.  In  the  House,  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee ;  and  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  it  was  reported  by  Mr.  Blair, 
and  passed  without  a  division.  It  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  thirty-first  of  July, 
1861. 

No.  XL— The  Act  making  Appropriations,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  August  first,  1861,  Mr.  Wilson, 
of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  a  bill  appropriating  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  contingencies  for  forti- 
fications, to  be  used  and  applied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  providing  that  any 
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commissioned  officer  of  the  army,  navy,  or  ma- 
rine corps,  who,  having  tendered  his  resignation, 
should,  prior  to  due  notice  of  its  acceptance  by 
proper  authority,  and  without  leave,  quit  his  post 
or  proper  duties,  with  the  intent  to  remain  per- 
manently absent,  should  be  registered  as  a  desert- 
er, and  punished  as  such ;  and  abolishing  flogging 
in  the  army,  as  a  punishment  for  desertion.  Mr. 
Hale,  of  New- Hampshire,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  bill  the  words,  "  for  desertion,"  so  that  it 
would  read,  "that  flogging  as  a  punishment  in 
the  army  is  hereby  abolished."  Mr.  Hale's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  August, 
Mr.  Stratton,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  back  the  bill  with 
several  verbal  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  House.  The  Sen- 
ate concurred  in  these  amendments,  passed  it  as 
amended ;  and  the  President  approved  it  on  the 
fifth  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XII. — The  Sill  to  provide  for  the  Purchase 
of  Arms,  Ordnance,  and  Ordnance  Stores. 
In  the  Senate,  July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  Mr. 
Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  back  the  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  passed  without  a  division. 
In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr. 
Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  the  Senate  bill  to 
provide  for  the  purchase  of  arms ;  it  was  passed 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  .approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIII. — The  Act  to  increase  the  Pay  of  the 

Privates  of  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  introduced  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians  and  privates  of  the  regular  army,  vol- 
unteers, marines,  and  seamen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  moved  to 
amend  by  making  the  increase  four  dollars  per 
month ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
eighteen ;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson  then 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
"  That  all  the  acts,  proclamations,  and  orders  of 
the  President  of '  the  United  States,  after  the 
fourth  of  March,  1861,  respecting  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  calling  out  or 
relating  to  the  militia  or  volunteers  from  the 
States,  are  hereby  approved,  and  in  all  respects 
legalized  and  made  valid  to  the  same  intent  and 
with  the  same  effect  as  if  they  had  been  issued 
and  done  under  the  previous  express  authority 
and  direction  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States."  Mr.  Breckenridge  said  that  the  amend- 
ment sounded  like  the  joint  resolution  to  ratify 
and  approve  all  acts  of  the  President  since  the 


fourth  of  March,  but  one  or  two  features  of  i* 
were  left  out.  Mr.  Wilsori  replied  that  one  or 
two  features  of  the  joint  resolution  were  left  out, 
but  he  intended  to  call  up  the  joint  resolution 
when  this  bill  should  pass.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were 
ordered — yeas,  thirty -three ;  nays,  five ;  so  the  bill 
was  passed.  On  motion,  the  title  was  amended 
by  adding 'the  words,  "and  for  other  purposes." 
In  the  House,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania, 
called  up  the  bill,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  re- 
ducing the  increase  of  pay  from  four  dollars  per 
month  to  two  dollars  per  month.  He  declared  his 
willingness  to  increase  the  pay,  but  did  not  see 
where  the  money  was  to  come  from  ;  he  was  alarm- 
ed at  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  which  were 
one  and  a  quarter  millions  .per  day.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected — yeas,  thirty-two ;  nays,  sixty 
six.  Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
as  anew  section,  "That  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other 
volunteers,'  approved  July  twenty-sixth,  1861, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  all 
volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  whether  for  two  or  three  years  or 
for  and  during  the  war."  Mr.  Stevens  explained 
that  the  amendment  was  intended  to  correct  the 
mistake  made  in  using  the  words  "militia,"  in- 
stead of  "volunteers."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Vallandigham  moved  to  strike 
out  the  second  section,  "  That  all  the  acts,  proc- 
lamations, and  orders  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  after  the  fourth  of  March,  1861, 
respecting  th&  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  calling  out,  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  volunteers  from  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  in  all  respects  legalized  and  made 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same  ef- 
fect as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under 
the  previous  express  authority  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States."  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  and  resulted — yeas,  nineteen ;  nays,  sev- 
nty-four.  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  "Kentucky,  thought 
the  increase  would  be  eighteen  million  dollars, 
and  he  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table, 
but  the  motion  was  lost.  The  bill  was  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  Senate,  the  House 
amendment  to  the  bill  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
Senate  concurred  in  the  House  amendment,  "  that 
the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  volunteers,'  approved 
July  twenty-fourth,  1861,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  to  all  volunteers,  mustered  into 
:he  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  for  one, 
wo,  or  three  years,  or  for  and  during  the  war." 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  then  on  motion  of 
VIr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilsori  then  by  unanimous  consent  in- 
;rpduced  "  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  pri- 
;ites  in  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  volunteers 
n  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes."  The  bill  proposed  to  increase 
the  pay  of  the  privates  to  thirteen  dollars  a 
month ;  and  also  extended  the  provisions  of  the 
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act  "for  the  relief  of  the  Ohio  and  other  volun- 
teers" to  all  volunteers,  no  matter  for  what 
term  of  service  they  might  have  been  accepted. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
as  an  additional  section,  "That  all  the  acts, 
proclamations,  and  orders  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  after  the  fourth  of  March, 
1861,  respecting  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  calling  out  or  relating  to  the 
militia  or  volunteers  from  the  States,  are  hereby 
approved  and  in  all  respects  legalized  and  made 
valid  to  the  same  intent  and  with  the  same  effect 
as  if  they  had  been  issued  and  done  under  the 
previous  express  authority  and  direction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Breckenridge  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  result- 
ed— yeas,  thirty-seven ;  nays,  five ;  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning, 
Carlisle,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dix- 
on,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes, 
Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Ten- 
nessee, King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
Latham,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Simmer,  Ten  Eyck,  Truin- 
bull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and 
Wilson — thirty-seven. 

Nays — Messrs.  Breckenridge,  Bright,  Kenne- 
dy, Pearce,  and  Powell— five.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed.  In  the 
House,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  consideration;  but  Mr.  Crisfield,  of  Mary- 
land, objected.  Mr.  Stevens  appealed  to  him  to 
withdraw  his  objection.  He  thought  if  Congress 
should  adjourn  without  passing  the  bill,  it  would 
cause  very  great  inconveniences  and  perhaps 
create  the  necessity  for  an  extra  session.  Mr. 
Crisfield  withdrew  his  objection;  Mr.  Johnson 
renewed  it.  'Mr.  Stevens  then  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  two  thirds  having  voted 
for  it,  they  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  passed. 
It  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  sixth 
of  August,  1861. 

No.  XIV. — A  Resolution  expressing  the  Sympa- 
thy of  Congress  for  the  Bereaved  Families  and 
Friends  of  our  Soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  De- 
fence of  the  Republic. 

In  the  House,  on  the  second  of  August,  1861, 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous  consent  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress,  for  the  bereaved  families  and 
friends  of  our  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  the  republic. 

The  resolution  declared  "  that  we  acknowledge 
the  faithful  services  and  loyal  devotion  of  our 
soldiers,  who  have  fought  and  fallen  in  defend- 
ing our  flag  and  in  vindicating  the  supremacy 
and  majesty  of  the  republic.  Whether  success- 
ful, or  compelled,  by  the  overwhelming  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  to  resign  a  victory  already  won, 
their  graves  are  honored,  and  history  invests 
their  names  with  unfading  renown.  And  while 
the  national  Legislature  expresses  the  sympathy 
of  the  nation  for  their  bereaved  families  and 
friends,  we  commend  to  a  generous  people  and 


the  army,  which  is  now  eager  to  renew  the  con 
test,  the  imperishable  honor  of  their  example." 
It  was  unanimously  passed.  In  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Latham,  of  California,  it  was  con- 
sidered and  unanimously  passed. 

No.  XV.—Tlw  Sill  to  provide  for  Allotment  Cer- 
tificates among  the  Volunteer  Forces. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  provide  for  allotments  of  pay  in  the 
army.  It  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  seventeenth,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  from  the  committee, 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substi- 
tute. The  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert : 

"That  the  President  shall  appoint  for  each 
State  having  volunteers  in  the  service  not  exceed- 
ing three  persons,  who  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
President's  commission  to  visit  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  army  in  which  volunteers 
from  their  respective  States  may  be,  and  there 
procure  from  satd  volunteers,  from  time  to  time, 
their  respective  allotments  of  pay  to  their  fami- 
lies or  friends. 

"That  the  persons  appointed  as  commissioners 
to  carry  into  effect  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act  shall  receive  no  pay  or  emoluments  whatever 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

"  That  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  twelfth 
June,  1858,  giving  sutlers  a  lien  upon  the  sol- 
diers' pay,  be  repealed ;  and  all  regulations  giv- 
ing sutlers  rights  and  privileges  beyond  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  be  abrogated." 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Military  Committee,  so  as  to  pay  to  each 
of  the  co'mmissioners  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  without  mileage.  Mr.  Wilson  thought 
the  amendment  would  endanger  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  declared  he  should  vote 
against  it,  if  it  were  proposed  to  induce  men  to 
take  a  charitable  office  for  money.  Mr.  Grimes's 
amendment  was  rejected,  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
passed  without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division ;  and  approved  by  the  President, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December,  1861. 

No.  XVI.— The  Bill  relating  to  Courts-Martial 

in  the  Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  relative  to  courts-martial,  which  was  road 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  with  an  amendment.  The  bill  provided 
that  in  time  of  war  the  commander  of  a  division 
or  separate  brigade  might  appoint  general  courts- 
martial,  and  confirm,  execute,  pardon,  and  miti- 
gate their  sentences,  as  allowed  and  restrained  in 
the  sixty -fifth  and  eighty -ninth  articles  of  war  tc 
commanders  of  armies  and  iepartments ;  V it  sen- 
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tences  of  such  courts  extending  to  loss  of  life  or 
dismission  of  a  commissioned  officer,  were  to  re- 
quire the  confirmation  of  the  general  commanding 
the  army  in  the  field  to  which  the  division  or 
brigade  belonged.  It  was  further  provided  that 
when  the  division  or  brigade  commander  should  be 
the  accuser  or  prosecutor  of  an  officer  under  his 
command,  the  court  should  be  appointed  by  the 
next  higher  commander.  The  amendment  of  the 
Military  Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "of  an  officer  under  his  command,"  so 
that  it  would  read,  "  That  when  the  division  or 
brigade  commander  shall  be  the  accuser  or  pro- 
secutor, the  court  shall  be  appointed  by  the  next 
higher  commander;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Doolittle  suggested  that  the  bill 
lie  over,  there  was  no  occasion  for  its  prompt 
passage.  Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  articles  of  war.  It  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he 
had  replied  that  "the  bill  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  army,  who  re- 
ports that  such  an  act  is,  in  his  opinion,  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of 
judicial  business  in  a  large  army,  and  should  be 
passed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The 
opinion  of  the  Commanding  General  is  concurred 
in  and  approved  by  this  department"  The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  twentieth  of  December,  Mr.  Blair, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
bill  relative  to  courts-martial,  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  passed  without  a  division.  The 
President  approved  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
December,  1861. 

No.  XVII. — Joint  Resolution,  expressive  of  the 
Recognition  by  Congress,  of  the  patriotic  and 
gallant  services  of  Brigadier- General  Nathan- 
iel Lyon,  and  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under 
his  Command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eleventh  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
expressive  of  the  recognition  by  Congress,  of  the 
gallant  and  patriotic  services  of  the  late  Briga- 
dier-General Nathaniel  Lyon,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of 
Springfield,  Missouri.  It  declared,  "That  Con- 
gress deems  it  just  and  proper  to  enter  upon  its 
records  a  recognition  of  the  eminent  and  patri- 
otic services  of  the  late  Brigadier-General  Natha- 
niel Lyon.  The  country  to  whose  service  he  de- 
voted his  life,  will  guard  and  preserve  his  fame 
as  a  part  of  its  own  glory. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  given 
to  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who,  under  the 
command  of  the  late  General  Lyon,  sustained 
the  honor  of  the  flag  and  achieved  victory  against 
overwhelming  numbers  at  the  battle  of  Spring- 
field in  Missouri.  And  that  in  order  to  commem- 
orate an  event  so  honorable  to  the  country  and 
to  themselves,  it  is  ordered  that  each  regiment 
•il  shall  be  authori/ed  to  bear  upon  its  col- 
ors tint  word  "Springfield"  embroidered  in  let- 
ters of  gold;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  requested  to  cause  these  reso- 


lutions to  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  thought  it  in- 
expedient to  require  the  President  to  have  the 
resolution  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in 
the  army,  and  he  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  resolution  as  required  it.  Mr.  Colfax  op- 
posed the  motion,  and  it  was  rejected.  The 
resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed.  In 
the  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and  on  the 
twentieth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  after  remarks -by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Mr.  Dixon,  and  Mr.  Foster,  of  Connec- 
ticut, it  was  unanimously  passed.  It  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  December,  1861. 

No.  XVIII. — Bill  authorizing  the  Appointment 
of  one  or  more  Assistant  Secretaries  of  War. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  January, 
1862,  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  one 
or  more  assistant  secretaries,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-first,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wade,  discharged  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  proceeded  to  its  consideration.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  in  lieu  of  it,  "  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  two  ad- 
ditional assistant  secretaries  of  war,  whose  sa- 
lary shall  each  be  three  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  shall  perform  all  such  duties  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  belonging  to  that 
department,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  as  may  be  required  by  law  ;  the 
offices  of  these  additional  assistant  secretaries  to 
continue  for  one  year."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale, 
the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to  provide 
that  they  should  be  appointed  "  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  The  amend- 
ment as  amended  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  bill,  and  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  same 
day,  Mr.  Gooch,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question,  which  was  ordered  —  yeas, 
seventy;  nays,  thirty-five.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Holman,  of  Indiana,  the  yeas  .and  nays  were 
taken  on  its  passage,  and  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas,  ninety-one ;  nays,  thirty.  So  the  bill  passed, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second of  January,  1862. 

No.  XIX. — The  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Al- 
lotment Certificates  of  Pay  to  Persons  held  as 
Prisoners  of  War  in  the  so-called  confederate 
States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
1862,  Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  relative  to  allotment  tickets  to  pris- 
oners of  war.  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution,  which  required  the  Secretary  of 
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War  to  procure  from  such  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  United  States  army,  as  were  or  there- 
after might  he  held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  so- 
called  confederate  States,  from  time  to  time,  their 
respective  allotments  of  pay  to  their  families  or 
friends,  certified  by  them  in  writing,  and  duly 
attested,  in  pursuance  of  such  orders  as  might 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  upon  which  certified  allotment  he 
shall  cause  drafts  to  be  made  payable  in  New- 
York  to  the  order  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  al- 
lotments were  or  might  be  made,  and  to  remit 
those  drafts  to  the  address  of  such  person  as 
might  be  designated  in  the  allotment  tickets. 
The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed. 
The  House  concurred  in  passing  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
sixth  of  February,  1862. 

No.  XX.— The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  letter  Or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Department  of  the 
Army. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Military  Committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  signal  department  of  the  army.  On  the 
tenth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
It  provided,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
appoint  for  service  daring  the  rebellion,  as  many 
signal  officers,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  captains,  or  first  lieutenants  of  cavalry,  and 
as  many  enlisted  men  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
sergeants  of  cavalry  as  he  might  deem  necessary. 
The  bill  also  made  the  following  appropriations  : 
for  the  manufacture  or  purchase  of  signal  equip- 
ments and  signal  stores,  to  equip  and  supply  the 
forces  now  in  the  field,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  signal  department, 
one  thousand  dollars.  For  the  manufacture  or 
purchase  of  signal  equipments  and  signal  stores 
for  countersign  signals,  to  prevent  the  collision  of 
friendly  regiments,  thirty-four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out 
"  captains,"  and  "  first  lieutenants,"  but  after  de- 
bate withdrew  his  motion,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section,  authorizing  the  President 
to  appoint  signal  officers  was  stricken  out.  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
second  section,  providing  that  officers  temporar- 
ily serving  as  signal  officers,  should  receive  for 
the  time  they  were  so  serving,  the  pay  and  emo- 
luments of  cavalry  officers  of  their  respective 
grades,  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  bill  as 
amended,  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Blair  reported  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, the  bill  without  amendment,  it  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
twenty-second  of  February,  1862. 

No.  XXI. — The  Bill  making  an  Appropriation 

for  completing  the  Defences  of  the  City  of 

Washington,  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  December 

twentieth,  1861,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania, 

from  the  Comitteee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported 

a  bill  making  an  appropriation -of  one  hundred 


and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  completing  the 
defences  of  Washington.  Mr.  Stevens  asked 
for  immediate  action  on  the  bill,  which  was 
recommended  by  the  Chief-Engineer  General 
Barnard.  He  stated  that  the  defensive  system 
of  Washington,  consisted  of  forty-eight  works, 
mounting  over  three  hundred  guns,  some  of 
which  were  of  very  large  size ;  and  the  actual 
defensive  perimeter  occupied,  was  about  thirty- 
five  miles,  exceeding  the  length  of  the  famous 
(and  hitherto  the  most  extensively  fortified  ex- 
temporized field-works)  lines  of  Torres  Vedras 
by  several  miles.  The  bill  was  passed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  the  House  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
Mr.  Clark,  of  New-Hampshire,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  adding  at  the  end,  that  the  arrearages  of 
all  debts  already  incurred  should  first  be  paid 
out  of  this  sum ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  King,  of 
New- York,  opposed  its  pass.age.  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
of  Minnesota,  moved  further  to  amend,  "that  no 
part  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated,  shall  be 
expended  on  any  work  hereafter  to  be  per- 
formed." On  the  twenty-first,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  two  sec- 
tions, "  That  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  September,  1850,  providing  for 
the  discharge  from  the  service  of  minors»enlisted 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guard- 
ians, be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed :  Pro- 
vided, That  hereafter  no  person  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  shall  be  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service,  and  the  oath  of  enlistment  taken  by  the 
recruit  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  his  age. 

"  That  no  volunteers  or  militia  from  any  State 
shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  on  any  terms  or  conditions  confining  their 
service  to  the  limits  of  said  State  or  vicinity ;  and 
if  any  such  volunteers  or  militia  are  in  service 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  same 
shall  be  discharged."  Mr.  Powell  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  which  provid- 
ed, that  the  oath  of  enlistment  should  be  final 
and  conclusive  as  to  the  age  of  the  minor.  Mr. 
Wilson  stated  that  under  the  law  of  1850,  per- 
sons were  often  discharged  as  minors,  who  were 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Air. 
Powell,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Trumbull  opposed 
making  the  oath  of  enlistment  conclusive  as  to 
age.  Mr.  Nesmith,  of  the  Military  Committee, 
believed  it  would  cut  off  very  great  abuses.  Mr. 
Powell's  amendment  to  .the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, and  Mr.  Wilson's  amendment  agreed  to 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new  section,  thai 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  tenth  of  April, 
1806,  shall  read:  "That  in  time  of  war  or  rebel- 
lion  against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  all  persons  who  shall  be  found  lurking 
as  spies,  or  acting  as  such,  in  or  about  the  forti- 
fications, encampments,  posts,  quarters,  or  head- 
quarters of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or 
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any  of  them,  shall  suffer  death  by  sentence  of  a 
general  court-martial."  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Ver- 
mont, moved  "  that  the  amendment  be  amended 
so  as  to  confine  it  to  those  found  lurking  as  spies 
around  any  fortification  or  post  within  any  of 
that  part  of  the  United  States  which  has  been  or 
may  be  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection ;" 
and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-four ;  nays,  not  counted. 
Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a 
new  section:  "That  the  fifty-fifth  article  of  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  April  tenth,  1806, 
chapter  twenty,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows : 

''Whoever,  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  in  foreign  parts,  or  at  any  place 
within  the  United  States,  or  their  territories, 
during  rebellion  against  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shall  force  a  safe-guard, 
shall  suffer  death. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  fifty  -fifth  article  of  war  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  moved  to  modify  Mr.  Wilkinson's 
amendment,  providing  that  no  part  of  the  money 
appropriated  should  be  expended  on  work  there- 
after performed,  so  that  it  would  apply  to  work 
thereafter  commenced,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
The  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty -ninth,  Mr.  Blair 
reported  from  the  Military  Committee,  in  favor  of 
concurring  in  the  Senate  amendment,  excepting 
the  third*  section,  providing,  that  no  volunteers 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service,  on  any  con- 
ditions confining  their  service  to  the  limits  of  their 
State,  and  that  the  House  non-concur  in  that 
amendment.  The  report  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in.  The  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth,  dis- 
agreed to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the 
Senate  amendments.  The  House  insisted  upon 
its  amendment,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Hickman,  of 
Pennsylvania,  managers  011  the  part  of  the 
House.  On  the  fifth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on  its  disagree- 
ment, concurred  in  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  chair  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Hender- 
son, of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the  House,  on 
the  ninth,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  with  an  amendment, 
so  that  it  would  read  :  "  That  no  volunteers  or 
militia  from  any  State  or  territory  shall  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on 
any  terms  or  conditions  confining  their  services 
to  the  limits  of  such  State  or  territory,  or  their 
vicinity,  beyond  the  number  of  ten  thousand  in 
Missouri,  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  in 
Maryland,  heretofore  authorized  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
to  be  raised  in  said  States."  Mr.  Lovejoy  moved 
to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  but  the  motion 
was  lost,  and  it  was  then  adopted,  without  a 
division:  In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wil- 


j  son,  from  the  committee  of  conference,  made  a 
report,  which  was  concurred  in ;  and  the  bill 
was  approved  by  the  President,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  1862. 

No.  XXII. — The  Bill  providing  for  the  Promul- 
gation of  an  additional  Article  of  War,  pro* 
hibiting  Officers  of  the  Army  from  Returning 
Fugitive*  from  Service  or  Lalor. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  ninth 
of  July,  1861,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  of  Illinois,  introduced 
the  following  resolution,  and  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  its  passage:  "That  in  the 
judgment  of  this  House,  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States  to  capture 
and  return  fugitive  slaves."      Mr.   Mallory,   of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the  table — yeas 
sixty-six ;  nays,  eighty-one.     The  question  recur- 
ring on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  Mr.  Logan,  of 
Illinois,  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered  —  yeas,  ninety -three  ;  nays,  fifty- 
five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  punish  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  army  for  arresting,  de- 
taining, or  delivering  persons  claimed  as  fugitive 
slaves.  Mr.  Lovejoy,  of  Illinois,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  introduced  a  bill,  making  it  a  penal  offence 
to  capture  or  return,  or  aid  in  the  capture  or  re- 
turn of  fugitive  slaves.  It  was  read  twice,  and 
its  consideration  postponed  to  the  tenth  of  De- 
cember. In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of 
December,  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced, and  asked  for  the  immediate  consideration 
of  a  resolution,  providing  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  be  directed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  addi- 
tional legislation,  that  our  national  armies  shall 
not  be  employed  in  the  surrender  of  fugitive 
slaves.  Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  objecting, 
the  resolution  went  over  under  the  rule ;  but  it 
came  up  for  consideration  the  next,  and  Mr. 
Sumner  stated  that  he  had  received  communica- 
tions in  regard  to  the  outrages  committed  in  the 
armies.  He  said  he  was  glad  to  know  his  friend 
and  colleague,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  promised  us  at  once  a  bill  to 
meet- this  grievance.  It  ought  to  be  introduced 
promptly,  and  to  be  passed  at  once.  Mr.  Cowan, 
of  Pennsylvania,  apprehended  that  there  need  be 
no  possible  difficulty  whatever  upon  this  ques- 
tion in  any  of  its  aspects.  The  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  on  the  twenty-third  of 
December,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
demanded  the  previous  question  upon  it :  u  That 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  requested 
to  report  a  bill  to  this  House,  for  the  enactment 
of  an  additional  article  of  war,  whereby  all  of- 
ficers in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  prohibited  from  using  any  por- 
tion of  the  forces  under  their  respective  com- 
mands for  the  purpose  of  returning  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor,  and  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
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ment  of  such  officers  as  might  violate  said  ar- 
ticle by  dismissal  from  the  service. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  December,  introduced  a  bill  in  relation 
to  the  arrest  of  persons  claimed  to  be  held  to 
service  or  labor  by  the  officers  of  the  military 
and  naval  service  of  the  Untied  States ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  It  declared  that  officers  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  have,  with- 
out the  authority  of  law,  and  against  the  plain- 
est dictates  of  justice  and  humanity,  caused 
persons  claimed  as  fugitives  from  service  or 
labor  to  be  seized,  held  and  delivered  up ;  and 
that  such  conduct  has  brought  discredit  upon 
our  arms  and  reproach  upon  our  Government ; 
and  it  therefore  proceeded  to  enact,  that  any  of- 
ficer in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  should  cause  any  person, 
claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  by  reason 
of  African  descent,  to  be  seized,  held,  detained, 
or  delivered  up  to  or  for  any  persons  claiming 
such  service  or  labor,  should  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  should  be  dishonorably 
discharged,  and  for  ever  ineligible  to  any  ap- 
pointment in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  sixth  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  back  his  bill  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  an  amendment.  On  the 
seventh  of  January,  Mr.  Wilson  called  it  up, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  bill, 
and  insert  as  a  substitute :  That  it  should  be  un- 
lawful for  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  to  cause  any  person 
claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor  by  reason 
of  African  descent  to  be  seized,  held,  detained, 
or  delivered  up  to  or  for  any  person  claiming 
such  service  or  labor ;  and  any  officer  so  offend- 
ing should  be  discharged  from  service,  and  be 
for  ever  ineligible  to  any  appointment  in  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  j 
Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  moved  its  indefinite  j 
postponement — yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty- 
three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia,  it 
was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  January,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  from  the  table  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  punish 
persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service,  for 
arresting  and  delivering  fugitive  slaves.  The 
pending  question  being  on  the  amendment  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
strike  out  the  original  bill,  and  insert  the  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute,  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont, 
said  :  "  Without  criticising  at  all  the  form  of 
expression  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  offer 
a  substitute  for  it,  which  I  send  to  the  chair : 
4  No  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  volunteers  or  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall  assume  or  ex- 
ercise any  military  command  or  authority  to  ar- 
rest, detain,  hold  or  control  any  person,  on  ac- 
count of  such  person  being  holden  to  service  as 


of  African  descent;  and  any  such  officer  so  of 
fending  shall  be  dismissed  from  service.'  "  Mr. 
Wilson  accepted  the  amendment  'proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  Mr.  Powell  asked 
that  the  bill  be  postponed,  and  the  amendment 
be  printed,  "  in  order  that  we  may  have  some 
time  to  look  into  it."  "The  amendment,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Wilson,  "  is  very  plain  and  simple ;  a 
child  can  comprehend  its  import.  I  hope  that 
this  important  bill,  which  ought  to  have  been 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  this  session,  for  the 
honor  of  the  country,  will  not  be  postponed  any 
longer.  "  I  have  drawn  up,"  said  Mr.  Saulsbury, 
"very  hurriedly,  an  amendment,  which  I  pro'- 
pose  to  insert  as  an  additional  section :  '  Nor 
shall  any  soldier  or  officer,  under  like  penalty, 
entice  away  or  detain  any  person  held  to  serv- 
ice or  labor  in  the  United  States,  from  his  or  her 
master  or  owner.'  If  you  adopt,"  said  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  "  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  you  make  it  penal  for  a  soldier  or  offi- 
cer to  return  even  to  a  loyal  master  or  o\wier 
his  slave  :  but  you  provide  no  penalty  against 
any  soldier  or  any  officer  for  depriving  even  a 
loyal  master  of  the  services  of  his  slave.  My 
amendment  proposes  to  prohibit,  under  the  same 
penalty,  an  officer  or  a  soldier  of  the  army  from 
decoying  or  enticing  away  from  the  service  a 
slave,  or  from  harboring  a  slave." 

Mr.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  proposed  to  amend  Mr. 
Saulsbury's  amendment  by  adding,  "  who  may 
be  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Collamer  thought  that,  under  Mr.  Saulsbury's 
amendment,  if  any  soldier  wanted  to  get  dis- 
missed from  the  service,  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  entice  a  slave  and  he  would  get  him- 
self and  the  slave  both  dismissed.  "  I  am  op- 
posed," said  Mr.  Wilson,  "  to  this  amendment  in 
every  shape  and  form,  and  to  any  legislation  pro- 
tecting, covering,  or  justifying  slavery  for  lo}7al 
or  disloyal  masters.  What  I  want  to  do  is  to 
put  upon  the  statute-book  of  this  country,  a  pro- 
hibition to  the  officers  of  the  army  from  arrest- 
ing, detaining,  and  delivering  up  persons  claimed 
as  fugitives,  by  the  use  of  military  power."  Mr. 
Pearce,  of  Maryland,  said:  "The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  objects  to  a  proposition  which 
forbids  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  from  en- 
ticing, harboring,  or  preventing  the  recovery — 
that  is  the  amount  of  it — of  a  fugitive  slave, 
known  to  be  such,  upon  the  application  of  his 
master,  known  to  be  his  lawful  owner,  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives.  What 
is  the  effect  of  that  ?  It  is  an  invitation  to  all 
the  slaves  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  can  do 
so,  to  resort  to  this  camp,  sure  of  protection  there, 
first,  because  no  officer  of  the  army  can  order 
their  delivery  up  to  their  master,  however  'loyal, 
or  however  indisputable  his  title  may  be  to  that 
slave." 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  ;  and, 
pending  the  question  of  concurring  in  Mr.  Col- 
larner's  amendment,  the  Chair  announced  the 
special  order  of  the  day. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  on  the 


24 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1864. 


twenty-fifth  of  February,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  make  an  addi- 
tional article  of  war.  t  The  bill  provided,  that 
hereafter  the  following'shall  be  promulgated  as 
an  additional  article  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be 
obeyed  and  observed  as  such  :  "  All  officers  are 
prohibited  from  employing  any  of  the  forces 
under  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  who 
may  have  escaped  from  any  persons  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due.  Any 
officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  by  court-mar- 
tial of  violating  this  article  shall  be  dismissed 
from  the  service."  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  add,  after  the  word  '-'officers,"  the  words  "or 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  "You,"  said  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky, 
"  are  deciding,  by  this  article  of  war,  that  the 
President  of -the  United  States  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  send  a  military  force  into  a  State  to 
aid  the  authorities  of  that  State  in  enforcing  a 
national  law  which  stands  on  your  statute-book." 
Mr.  Mallory  wished  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  ! 
third  Wednesday  in  March.  Mr.  Lovejoy  ob-  j 
jected  to  Mr.  Blair  yielding  the  floor.  Mr.  Blair 
would  yield  the  floor  to  Mr.  Mallory  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated.  Mr.  Bingham  hoped  Mr.  Blair 
would  not  yield  the  floor  to  allow  this  bill  to  be 
postponed  to  the  end  of  March :  "  If  that  practice 
is  to  be  pursued  by  the  army  and  navy  under  the 
American  flag,  it  ought  to  cover  with  midnight 
blackness  every  star  that  burns  upon  its  field  of 
azure,  and  with  everlasting  infamy  the  men  who 
dare  to  desecrate* it  to  such  base,  uses."  Mr. 
Vallandigharn,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Bingham  demand- 
ed the  yeas  and  nays — yeas,  forty-four ;  nays, 
eighty-seven.  Mr.  Blair  demanded  the  previous 
question  upon  the  bill  and  amendment ;  and  it 
ivas  ordered.  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  bill 
to  a  vote  to-night,  and  moved  an  adjournment ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifty-nine  ;  nays, 
sixty-one.  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill — yeas,  eighty-three  ;  nays, 
forty-two.  So  the  bill  passed  the  House. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  back  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, without  amendment,  the  House  bill  pro-  \ 
viding  for  the  promulgation  of  an  additional  ar-  j 
tide  of  war,  forbidding  officers  or  persons  in  the  J 
military  and  naval  service,  on  pain  of  dismissal 
from  the  service,  to   arrest   or   return   fugitive 
slaves.     Mr.  Davis  would  like  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, and  desired  that  the  bill  should  go  over 
until  to-morrow.     Mr.  Wilson  would,  with  the 
understanding  that  we  take  up  the  bill  and  act 
on  it  to-morrow,  withdraw  his  motion  to  proceed  | 
to  its  consideration,  and  the  proposition  was  as- 
sented to. 

On  the  tenth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
take  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa-  j 
tives  to  make  an  additional  article  of  war.  "  I  j 
move  to  amend  the  bill,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  "  by 
inserting  after  the  word  *  due,'  in  the  eleventh 


line  of  the  first  section,  the  words,  '  and  also 
from  detaining,  harboring,  or  concealing  any  such 
fugitive.'"  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  amend  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  the  first  section,  "  That 
this  article  shall  not  apply  in  the  States  of  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Missouri,  and  Kentucky,  nor 
elsewhere  where  the  Federal  authority  is  recog- 
nized or  can  be  enforced " — yeas,  seven  ;  nays, 
thirty.  Mr.  Saulsbury  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  due  "  in  the  eleventh 
line  of  the  first  section,  the  words,  "  or  for  the 
purpose  of  enticing  or  decoying  such  persons, 
held  to  service  or  labor,  from  the  service  of  their 
loyal  masters."  The  question,  being  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  resulted — yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twen- 
ty-nine. The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  twen- 
ty-nine; nays,  nine.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  thirteenth  of  March,  1862. 

No.  XXIII. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Ap- 
pointment of  Sutlers  in  the   Volunteer  Serv- 
ice, and  to  define  their  Duties. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  January,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  no- 
tice, introduced  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  sut- 
lers in  the  volunteers,  and  to  define  their  duties, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.     On  the  seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments.     The 
bill  provided : 

That  the  inspector-generals  of  the  army  should 
constitute  a  board  of  officers,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  prepare  a  list  of  such  articles  as 
might  be  sold  by  sutlers  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  volunteer  service — the  list  to  be  sub- 
ject to  such  revision  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
board,  the  good  of  the  service,  might  require ;  but 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  should  be  in  no 
way  authorized  by  the  board.  A  copy  of  the 
list,  and  of  any  subsequent  change  therein,  and 
a  copy  of  the  act  should  be  furnished  by  the 
board  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  brigade 
and  of  each  regiment  not  attached  to  any  brigade 
in  the  volunteer  service. 

That  the  acting  brigadier-general,  surgeon, 
quartermaster,  and  commissary  of  a  brigade 
should  constitute  a  board  of  officers,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  affix  to  each  article  in  the  list  a 
price  for  said  brigade,  which  should  be  by  them 
forthwith  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  division,  if  any,  to  which  said  brigade  is  at 
tached,  for  his  approval,  with  or  without  modi 
fication,  and  who  should,  after  such  approval, 
report  the  same  to  the  inspector-general ;  and  the 
same,  if  not  disapproved  by  him,  should  be  the 
price  not  exceeding  which  said  articles  might  be 
sold.  Whenever  any  brigade  should  riot  be  at- 
tached to  a  division,  said  prices  should  then  be 
reported  directly  to  the  inspector-general,  and  if 
approved  by  him,  should  be  the  price  fixed  for 
such  brigade  as  aforesaid ;  and  whenever  any 
regiment  should  be  unattached  to  any  brigade, 
the  acting  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  and 
two  senior  captains  thereof  should  constitute  the 
board  of  officers  by  whom  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticles should  be  fixed  for  said  regiment  in  the 
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same  manner  as  was  provided  for  an  unattached 
brigade.  The  prices  so  fixed  might  be  changed 
by  the  boards  respectively  from  time  to  time  not 
oftener  than  once  in  thirty  days. 

That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  brigade,  upon  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
the  list  and  copy  of  the  act,  to  cause  one  sutler 
for  each  regiment  in  his  brigade,  to  be  selected 
by  the  commissioned  officers  of  such  regiment, 
which  selection  should  be  by  him  reported  to  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  army ;  and  if  the  same 
was  not  disapproved  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  person  so  selected  should  be  commissioned 
as  sole  sutler  of  the  regiment.  Any  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  sutler,  caused  by  the  disapproval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  from  any  other  cause, 
should  be  filled  in  the  same  way  as  an  original 
appointment. 

That  the  sutlers  chosen  and  commissioned 
should  each  be  authorized  to  sell  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  regiment  for  which  he -had 
been  chosen  the  articles  designated  in  the  list 
provided  in  the  act,  and  none  others,  and  at 
prices  not  exceeding  those  affixed  to  the  articles. 
He  should  keep  the  list,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  act,  posted  up  in  some  conspicuous  part  of 
the  place  where  he  made  his  sales. 

That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector- 
general  to  cause  the  place  of  sale  and  articles 
kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  sutlers,  to  be  in- 
spected from  time  to  time,  once  in  fifteen  days  at 
least,  by  some  competent  officer,  and  such  chang- 
es in  the  place,  or  in  the  quality  and  character 
of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  list  so  kept  as 
should  be  required  by  said  officer,  should  be  con- 
formed to  by  each  sutler. 

That  there  should  be  no  sutler  appointed  for 
or  permitted  to  sell  to  or  trade  with  the  officers 
or  soldiers  of  any  regiment  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice except  such  as  should  be  selected  and  com- 
missioned in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

That  any  sutler  who  should  violate  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act  should,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  be  dismissed  from  the  service  and  be  in- 
eligible to  a  reappointrnent,  and  should  forfeit  all 
goods,  chattels,  and  effects  found  within  the  lines 
of  the  army  at  the  time  of  such  violation,  one 
half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  the  other 
half  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who 
should  furnish  such  evidence  as  should  lead  to  a 
conviction  for  any  such  violation. 

The  Military  Committee  proposed  to  amend  the 
first  section,  requiring  reports  to  be  made  to  the 
adjutant-general  instead  of  the  inspector-gen- 
erals, and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
Committee  proposed  to  strike  out  the  provision 
prohibiting  the  appointment  of  a  sutler  except 
such  as  should  be  selected  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  and  insert  that  "  no  person  shall 
be  permitted  to  act  as  sutler  unless  appointed 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  sutler  for  more  than  one  regiment ; 
nor  shall  any  sutler  farm  out  or  underlet  the*  bu- 
siness of  sutling  or  the  privileges  granted  to  him 
>y  his  appointment ;  nor  shall  any  officer  of  the 


army  receive  from  any  sutler  any  money,  or 
other  presents ;  and  any  officer  receiving  such 
presents,  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  be  dismissed 
from  the  service.  No  sutler  shall  sell  to  an  en- 
listed man  on  credit  to  a  sum  exceeding  one  fourth 
of  his  monthly  pay  within  the  same  month  ;  nor 
shall  the  regimental  quartermasters  allow  the  use 
of  army  wagons  for  sutlers'  purposes,  nor  shall 
the  quartermasters'  conveyances  be  used  for  the 
transportation  of  sutlers'  supplies :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  give  sutlers  a  lien  upon  any  part  of 
the  soldier's  pay."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  as  a  sub- 
stitute :  "  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
February,  1862,  the  position  of  regimental  and 
brigade  sutlers  shall  be  abolished  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  regular  and  volunteer  forces." 
Mr.  Lane  declared  regimental  sutlers  unneces- 
sary to  the  service ;  the  sutler  was  an  actual  in- 
jury to  the  service,  Mr.  Wilson  had  intended, 
when  he  moved  in  the  matter  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, to  abolish  the  sutlers  and  adopt  a  system 
such  as  we  had  in  the  navy  ;  but  after  consulting 
with  the  Quartermaster-General,  the  Commissary- 
General,  the  Inspector-Generals,  the  officers  in 
the  field,  and  with  gentlemen  of  large  experience, 
he  had  found  it  very  difficult  to  apply  to  the  land 
volunteer  force  the  system  so  successfully  work- 
ing in  the  navy.  He  therefore  proposed  to 
regulate  rather  than  abolish.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of 
New-Jersey,  thought  the  bill  proposed  would 
correct  the  abuses  complained  of.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son, of  Minnesota,  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane.  Mr.  Fes- 
senden  was  in  favor  of  some  bill  that  would  cor- 
rect the  abuses,  and  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son struck  him  favorably.  Mr.  Carlisle  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  a  tobacco  ration,  and  abolishing 
sutlers  altogether.  Mr.  Grimes  hoped  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Carlisle  would  not  be  adopted.  Mr.  Car- 
lisle would  "  strike  at  the  existence  of  these  offi- 
ces ;  cut  them  down  if  they  are  unnecessary ; 
guard  the  soldier  in  the  field  from  the  sharks 
that  are  now  following  the  army,  that  are  absorb- 
ing what  a  generous  Government  is  giving  to  its 
soldiers  for  their  services,  and  that  are  throwing, 
as  I  know  is  the  case  in  my  own  portion  of  the 
country,  on  the  charities  of  those  with  whom  the 
families  of  the  soldiers  reside  to  furnish  to  them 
the  means  of  support."  On  the  thirteenth,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  Carlisle's 
motion  to  recommit  with  instructions.  Mr.  Hale 
was  for  the  abolition  of  sutlerships  altogether. 
Mr.  Wilson  said  if  Senators  did  not  wish  to  pass 
the  bill  there  was  but  one  other  plan  to  adopt, 
and  that  was  to  authorize  the  Government  to 
furnish  the  needed  articles,  and  to  authorize 
quartermasters  to  draw  for  them  and  deliver 
them  to  soldiers  at  cost  prices.  Mr.  Collamer 
suggested  the  modification  of  Mr.  Carlisle's 
amendment  so  that  tobacco  may  be  furnished  to 
soldiers  who  would  pay  for  it ;  and  the  motion 
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was  so  modified.  On  the  twenty -ninth,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wil- 
son stated  that  his  original  purpose  was  to  rid 
the  service  of  sutlers  and  adopt  a  system  such 
as  existed  in  the  navy  ;  and  he  had  prepared  with 
some  care  such  a  bill,  and  he  was  ready  to  pre- 
sent it.  But  "  on  reflection,  on  all  the  examin- 
ation I  can  give  the  subject,  on  inquiry  at  the 
War  Office,  at  the  commissary  department,  at 
the  quartermaster's  department,  on  consultation 
with  officers  in  the  field,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
original  bill  as  it  was  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  which  is  a  bill  of  regulation, 
will  correct  nearly  all  the  abuses  that  now  exist. 
I  therefore  prefer  to  make  an  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  the  original  bill,  an  amendment 
which  I  have  prepared,  on  consultation  with  sev- 
eral officers  in  the  field,  and  with  persons  who 
understand  the  subject. 

"  I  propose  to  add  to  the  first  sentence  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  the  list  of  articles  that 
we  propose  to  allow  sutlers  to  sell.  This  list 
may  be  modified  and  changed  b}r  the  inspec- 
tor-generals of  the  army,  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  see  fit.  I  propose  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  so  it  will  read :  That  the  Inspector- 
General  of  the  army  shall  constitute  a  board  of 
officers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare,  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  this  act,  a  list  or 
schedule  of  the  following  articles,  which  may  be 
sold  by  sutlers  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
volunteer  service,  to  wit :  Apples,  dried  apples, 
oranges,  figs,  lemons,  butter,  cheese,  milk,  sirup- 
molasses,  raisins,  candles,  crackers,  wallets, 
brooms,  comforters,  boots,  pocket  looking-glass- 
es, tin  glasses,  tin  wash-basins,  shirt-buttons, 
horn  and  brass  buttons,  newspapers,  books,  to- 
bacco, segars,  pipes,  matches,  blacking,  blacking- 
brushes,  clothes-brushes,  tooth-brushes,  hair- 
brushes, coarse  and  fine  combs,  emery,  cro- 
cus, pocket-handkerchiefs,  stationery,  armor-oil, 
sweet-oil,  rotten  stone,  razor-strops,  razors,  shav- 
ing-soap, soap,  suspenders,  scissors,  shoe-strings, 
needles,  thread,  knives,  pencils,  and  Bristol- 
brick."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Lane's  motion  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  a  provision 
abolishing  sutlerships  altogether,  was  lost.  The 
bill  was  then  passed  without  a  division.  In  the 
House,  on  the  fifth  of  March,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  back  the  Senate 
bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  sutlers. 
On  the  tenth,  the  House  resumed  its  considera- 
tion. The  Military  Committee  reported  an 
amendment,  striking  out  the  enumerated  list  of 
articles  in  the  first  section,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  The  next  amendment  proposed 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  sutlers  by  the  officers  of  regi- 
ments, and  have  them  appointed  as  provided  by 
law.  The  amendment  was  lost.  The  Commit- 
tee reported  an  amendment  to  the  fourth  section, 
giving  the  sutler  a  lien  on  one  sixth  of  the  of- 
ficers' and  soldiers'  pay.  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, proposed  to  amend  the  section  so  as  to 
declare  that  the  sutler  should  have  no  legal  claim 


upon  any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or 
private,  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  fourth  of 
his  pay,  for  articles  sold  during  any  month.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
White,  of  Indiana,  the  vote  striking  out  the  list 
of  articles  in  the  first  section  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  amendment  rejected.  Mr.  Wright,  of 
Pennsylvania,  proposed  to  modify  the  Commit- 
tee's amendment  to  the  fourth  section,  so  that 
sutlers  might  have  a  lien  on  the  soldiers'  pay, 
provided  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  only 
the  articles  designated  in  the  list  or  schedule 
provided  in  the  act,  and  none  others,  and  at 
prices  not  exceeding  those  affixed  to  suM  articles, 
as  herein  provided,  and  the  section  vas  so 
amended.  The  seventh  section  was  so  aru  nded 
as  to  provide  that  any  sutler  who  should  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  should,  by  the 
colonel,  with  consent  of  the  council  of  adminis- 
tration, be  dismissed  from  the  -service.  Mr.  Aid- 
rich,  of  Minnesota,  proposed  a  new  section,  pro- 
viding that  any  regiment  should  have  the  power 
to  dispense  with  a  sutler,  whenever  a  majority 
of  the  regiment  should  so  determine  ;  but  the 
amendment  was  lost.  Mr.  Biake,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  substitute  for  the  bill  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  office  of  sutler  in  the  volunteer  ser- 
vice of  the  army  of  the  United  States  should  be 
abelished  :  Provided,  That  the  act  take  effect, 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
the  coming  May.  The  amendment  was  reject- 
ed, and  the  bill  as  amended  passed  without  a 
division.  In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to 
the  House  amendments  to  the  sutler's  bill, 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  chair 
appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr. 
Wright  conferees.  The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blair,  agreed  to  a  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr.  McPherson, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois, 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House.  On  the 
fourteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  the  Seriate 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  amendments  of  the 
House  ;  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disa- 
greement to  the  second  amendment  of  the  House, 
which'  gave  a  lien  of  one  sixth  on  the  monthly 
pay  of  officers  and  privates,  with  a  proviso,  that 
if  any  paymaster  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  should  allow,  or  pay  any  greater  sum  to 
any  sutler  than  that  thereby  authorized  to  be  re- 
tained from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  or  privates,  for  articles 
sold  by  any  sutler  during  any  one  month,  then 
the  amount  so  allowed  or  paid  by  the  paymas- 
ter should  be  charged  against  the  said  paymas- 
ter, and  deducted  from  his  pay,  and  returned  to 
the  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician, 
or  private,  against  whom  the  amount  was  origin- 
ally charged.  And  any  captain  or  lieutenant 
commanding  a  company,  who  might  certify  any 
pay-foil,  bearing  a  charge  in  favor  of  the  sutler 
against  any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  or  private,  larger  or  greater  than  one 
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sixth  of  the  monthly  pay  of  such  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  should 
be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial ; 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagreement  to 
the  eighth  amendment  of  the  House  with  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  sutler  dismissed 
for  violation  of  the  laws  should,  in  addition,  be 
ineligible  to  a  reilppointment  as  sutler  in  the 
service  of  the  Ignited  States.  The  report  was 
concurred  in.  The  House,  on  the  seventeenth, 
adopted  the  report  of  the  conference  committee 
made  by  Mr.  Blair,  and  the  President  approved 
the  bill  on  the  nineteenth  of  March,  1862. 

No.  XXIV. — Joint  Resolution  authorizing  the 
/Secretary   of  War  to  accept  Moneys   appro- 
priated by  any  State  for  the  Payment  of  its 
Volunteers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh  of  March,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  accept  moneys  appropriated  by 
any  State  for  the  payment  of  its  volunteers,  and 
to  apply  the  same  as  directed  by  such  State. 

It  authorized  the  Secretary  of  War,  if  any 
State  during  the  present  rebellion  should  make 
any  appropriation  to  pay  the  volunteers  of  that 
State,  to  accept  the  same,  and  cause  it  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  Pay  master- General  to  the  payments 
designed  by  the  legislative  act  making  the  appro- 
priation, in  the  same  manner  as  if  appropriated 
by  act  of  Congress ;  and  also  to  make  any  regu- 
lations that  might  be  necessary  for  the  disburse- 
ment and  proper  application  of  such  funds  to  the 
specific  purpose  for  which  they  might  be  appro- 
priated by  the  several  States.  On  the  twelfth,  it 
was  considered  and  passed. 

The  House,  on  the  thirteenth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Blair,  referred  it  to  the  Military  Committee, 
and  on  the  nineteenth  Mr.  Olin,  of  New- York,  re- 
ported it  back  without  amendment.  After  de- 
bate, in  which  Mr.  Olin,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr. 
Edwards  took  part,  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed.  It  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  nineteenth  of  March,  1862. 

No.  XXV. — The  Joint  Resolution  authorizing 
the  President  to  assign  the  Command  of  Troops 
in  the  same  Field  or  Department  to  Officers  of 
the  same  Grade,  without  regard  to  Seniority. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  March,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  the  President  to  assign  the  command 
of  troops  in  the  same  field  or  department,  to  offi- 
cers of  the  same  grade,  without  regard  to  senior- 
it}'-.  It  provided  that  whenever  military  opera- 
tions might  require  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  same  field  or 
department,  the  President  might  assign  the  com- 
mand without  regard  to  seniority  of  rank ;  and 
also  that  he  might  dismiss  from  the  service,  at 
his  discretion,  without  the  sentence  of  a^ court- 
martial,  any  officer  of  the  army,  when,  in  his 
judgment,  the  efficiency  of  the  service  would  be 
promoted. 


Mr.  Sherman  thought  it  a  very  great  power  to 
authorize  the  President,  at  his  discretion,  to  dis- 
miss an  officer.  Mr.  McDougall  desired  that  the 
resolution  should  lie  over  for  consideration.  On 
motion  of  Mr. 'Wilson,  the  Senate,  on  the  seven- 
teenth, resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion. After  remarks  by  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Nes- 
mith,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Committee,  reported  it  back  with  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  the  words  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  dismiss  from  the  service,  at  his  discretion, 
without  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  any  offi- 
cer of  the  army,  when  in  his  judgment  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  service  would  be  promoted  thereby ; 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  joint  reso- 
lution providing  that,  whenever  military  opera- 
tions might  require  the  presence  of  two  or  more 
officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  same  field  or 
department,  the  President  might  assign  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  such  field  or  department 
without  regard  to  seniority  of  rank,  was  passed 
without  opposition.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  April,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New-York, 
the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Olin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  reference,  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  sixty- 
seven  ;  nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Stevens  moved 
that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table — yeas,  forty- 
four  ;  nays,  sixty-one.  Mr.  Vallandigham  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage,  and 
they  were  ordered — yeas,  eighty-one ;  nays,  forty. 
So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  fourth  of  April,  1862. 

No.  XXVI. — Bill  to  increase  the  Efficiency  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventh  of  February, 
1862,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty- 
second,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment.  The  Senate,  on  the  twenty -seventh, 
proceeded  to  consider  it,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee.  The  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  an 
amendment  of  seven  sections,  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  It  provided  that  there  should  be 
added  to  the  present  medical  corps  of  the  army 
ten  surgeons  and  ten  assistant-surgeons,  to  be 
promoted  and  appointed  under  existing  laws  ; 
twenty  medical  cadets,  and  as  many  hospital 
stewards  as  the  Surgeon-General  might  consider 
necessary  for  the  public  service.  That  the  Sur- 
geon-General should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general.  There  should 
be  one  assistant  surgeon-general  and  one  medical 
inspector-general  of  hospitals,  each  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry  ;  and 
the  medical  inspector-general  should  have,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surgeon-General,  the  super- 
vision of  all  that  relates  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the'  army,  whether  in  transports,  quarters,  or 
camps,  and  of  the  hygiene,  police,  discipline,  and 
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efficiency  of  field  and  general  hospitals,  under 
such  regulations  as  might  thereafter  be  estab- 
lished. That  there  should  be  eight  medical  in- 
spectors, with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
each  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry,  and  who 
should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  inspecting 
the  sanitary  condition  of  transports,  quarters, 
and  camps,  of  field  and  general  hospitals,  and 
who  should  report  to  the  medical  inspector-gen- 
eral, under  such  regulations  as  might  be  there- 
after established,  all  circumstances  relating  to  the 
sanitary  condition  and  wants  of  troops  and  of 
hospitals,  and  to  the  skill,  efficiency,  and  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  attendants  connected 
with  the  medical  department.  That  the  Surgeon- 
General,  the  assistant  surgeon-general,  medical 
inspector-general,  and  medical  inspectors,  should 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  selection 
from  the  surgeons  of  the  army,  without  regard  to 
their  rank  when  so  selected.  That  medical  pur- 
veyors should  be  charged,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Surgeon-General,  with  the  selection  and  pur- 
chase of  all  medical  supplies,  including  new  stand- 
ard preparations,  and  of  all  books,  instruments, 
hospital  stores,  furniture,  and  other  articles  re- 
quired for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  army. 
In  all  cases  of  emergency  they  might  provide 
such  additional  accommodations  for  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  army,  and  might  transport  such 
medical  supplies  as  circumstances  might  render 
necessary,  under  such  regulations  as  might  be 
thereafter  established,  and  should  make  prompt 
and  immediate  issues  upon  all  special  requisitions 
made  upon  them  under  such  circumstances  by 
medical  officers ;  and  the  special  requisitions 
should  consist  simply  of  a  list  of  the  articles  re- 
quired, the  quantities  required,  dated,  and  signed 
by  the  medical  officer  requiring  them.  That  when- 
ever the  inspector-general,  or  any  one  of  the  medi- 
cal inspectors,  should  report  an  officer  of  the  med- 
ical corps  as  disqualified,  by  age  or  otherwise,  for 
promotion  to  a  higher  grade,  or  unfitted  for  the 
performance  of  his  professional  duties,  he  should 
be  reported  by  the  Surgeon-General  for  examina- 
tion to  a  medical  board,  as  provided  by  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  act  approved  August  third, 
1861. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  word  u  surgeons  "  and 
inserting  the  words  "  medical  corps,"  so  that  it 
would  provide  that  the  Surgeon-General,  the  as- 
sistant surgeon-general,  medical  inspector-gen- 
eral, and  medical  inspectors  should  be  appoint- 
ed from  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  instead 
of  the  surgeons.  After  debate,  in  which  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Sherman  participated,  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Grimes  then 
moved  to  amend  the  same  section  by  adding  after 
the  wrords  inserted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
words  "  or  of  the  volunteer  medical  corps  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  so  that  the  officers 
might  be  selected  from  the  medical  corps  of  the 
army  or  of  the  volunteers.  After  debate",  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Grimes  to  the  amendment  of 


the  Military  Committee  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hale 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  by 
selection  from  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or 
from  the  volunteer  medical  corps  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  without  regard  to  their 
rank  when  so  selected ;"  so  that  the  President 
could  select  in  or  out  of  the  military  service  ;  but 
the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Latham,  of 
California,  moved  that  volunteer  surgeons  should 
be  examined  for  their  appointments ;  but  the 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the  amendment  of 
the  Military  Committee  was  amended  by  striking 
out  the  words,  "  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall 
have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  briga- 
dier-general." The  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  that  the  assistant  surgeon-general, 
and  the  medical  inspector-general  of  hospitals 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of 
colonels  of  cavalry,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
man, the  words  "  colonels  of  cavahy "  were 
stricken  out,  and  "  surgeons  of  ten  years'  serv- 
ice" inserted.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the 
amendment  was  further  amended,  so  that  the 
medical  inspectors  should  have  the  rank,  pay, 
and  emoluments  of  u  assistant  surgeons  of  ten 
years'  service,"  instead  of  "  lieutenant-colonels 
of  cavalry."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  it  was 
amended  so  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  should 
continue  only  during  the  rebellion,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  Military  Committee, 'as  amend- 
ed, was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended,  pass- 
ed without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  eleventh,  referred  the  bill 
to  the  Military  Committee,  and  on  the  twelfth  it 
was  reported  back  by  Mr.  Blaic,  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  the  nature  of  a  substitute;  the  substi- 
tute being  the  original  bill  reported  by  the  Sen- 
ate Military  Committee.  On  the  eighteenth,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill,  the  pend 
ing  question  being  on  the  substitute  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee.  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri, 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Sherman, 
of  New- York,  Mr.  Blake,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Kel- 
logg, of  Illinois,  discussed  its  provisions.  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  New-York,  moved  to  amend  the  sub- 
stitute by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section, 
"  that  their  pay,  and  that  of  all  hospital  stew- 
ards in  the  volunteer  as  well  as  in  the  regular 
service,  shall  be  forty-five  dollars  per  month  and 
one  ration,  to  be  computed  from  the  passage  of 
this  act."  On  the  ninth  of  April,  the  House  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill.  After  de- 
bate, Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  proposed  substitute  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  the  Surgeon-General  to  be  appointed 
under  this  act  shall  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general ;"  but  after  de- 
bate it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word 
u  regular,"  so  that  the  appointments  could  be 
made  from  the  volunteer  or  regular  forces.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  the  substitute  report- 
ed by  the  Military  Committee,  as  amended,  was 
adopted,  and  the  bill  passed. 
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The  Senate,  on  the  tenth,  proceeded  to  conside 
the  amendment  of  the  House,  and,  on  motion  o' 
Mr.  AVilson,  the  Senate  disagreed  to  it,  asked 
committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mi- 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Nesmith,  were  ap 
pointed  managers.  The  House  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee  of  confer 
ence,  and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Blair,  of 
Missouri,  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Steele,  of  New- York,  managers  on  the  par 
of  the  House. 

On  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  "  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the 
bill,  with  the  following  amendments  :  in  section 
one,  line  seven,  after  the  word  'service,'   strike 
out  the  words    'shall  be  forty-five  dollars  per 
month  and  one  ration,'  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of the  words  'shall  be  thirty  dollars  per  month  ;' 
and  at  the  end  of  said  section  add  as  follows  : 
'  and  all  medical  cadets  in  the  service  shall,  in 
addition  to  their  pay,  receive  one  ration  per  day, 
either  in  kind  or  commutation.'      In  section  sev- 
en of  said   amendment  of  the  House,  strike  out 
the  whole  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the 
seventh  section  of  the  original  bill  of  the  Senate, 
with  the  following  amendment  thereto  :  at  the  end 
of  the  said  seventh  section  of  the  Senate  bill  add 
as  follows  :   '  Provided,  however,  That  when  this 
act  shall  expire,  all  officers  who  shall  have  been 
promoted  from  the  medical  staff  of  the  army  un- 
der this  act  shall  retain  their  respective  rank  in 
the  army  with   such  promotion  as  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to.'  "     The  Senate  concurred 
in  the  report.    On  the  fifteenth,  Mr.  Blair  report- 
ed to  the  House,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 
So   the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved   by  the 
President  on  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1862. 

No.   XXVII.— The  Bill   to  facilitate   the  Dis- 
charge of  Enlisted  Men  for  Physical  Disability. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty -ninth  of  April, 
1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  enlisted  men 
for  physical  disability,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.     On  the  se- 
cond of  May,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment. 

It  empowered  the  medical  inspector  general,  or 
any  medical  inspector,  to  discharge  from  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  any  soldier  or  enlisted 
man  laboring  under  any  physical  disability  which 
made  it  disadvantageous  to  the  service  that  he 
be  retained  therein  ;  and  the  certificate  in  writ- 
ing of  the  inspector  general  or  medical  inspector, 
setting  forth  the  existence  and  nature  of  such 


eration  of  the  bill ;  it  was  amended  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  so  as  to  apply  only  to  soldiers  in 
permanent  hospitals,  and  passed  without  a  divi 
sion.  In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth,  the  bill  was 
taken  up  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fen  ton,  of  New- York. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
so  amended  as  to  require  the  consent  of  the  en- 
listed man  to  his  discharge  by  the  medical  in- 
spectors. It  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 
The  Senate,  on  the  same  day,  concurred  in  the 
House  amendment,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1862. 

No.  XXVIII. — Bill  to  authorize  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Medical  Storekeepers. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventh  of  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  the  Military  Commit- 
;ee  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  medi- 
cal storekeepers.     It  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  add  to  the  medical  department  of  the  ar- 
my, medical  storekeepers,  not  exceeding  six  in 
lumber,  who  were  to  have  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  military  storekeepers  in  the  quarter- 
laster's   department^    who   were   to   be   skilled 
ipothecaries  or  druggists,  who  were  to  give  the 
ond  and  security  required  by  existing  laws  for 
military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
artment,  and  to  be  stationed  at  such  points  as  the 
lecessities  of  the  army  might  require.    The  provi- 
ions  of  the  bill  were  to  remain  in  force  only  during 
he  continuance  of  the  rebellion.    On  the  eighth, 
he  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration,    and 
mended  it  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  by  adding 
section,  providing  that  the  President  was  au- 
horized  to  appoint,  if  he  should  deem  it  neces- 
ary,  a   chaplain   for   each   permanent   hospital, 
rhose  pay,  with  that  of  chaplains  of  'hospitals 
icretofore  appointed  by  him,  should  be  the  same 
s  that  of  regimental  chaplains  in  the  volunteer 
orce,  and  who  should  be  subject  to  such  rules  in 
elation  to   leave  of  absence  from  duty  as  were 
rescribed  for  commissioned  officers  of  the  army, 
t  was  then  passed.     In  the  House,  on   the  fif- 
enth,  Mr.  Blair  reported  back  the  bill  from  the 
lilitary  Committee,  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
on,  and  under  its  operation  it  was  passed.     It 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  twentieth 
of  May,  1862. 


No.  XXIX.— A  Bill 


that  Company 


Officers  of  Volunteers  should  he  paid  on  the 
Pay-Roll  of  their  Regiment  or  Company,  ex- 
cept when  on  Detached  Service. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-second  of  June, 
1862,  Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  introduced  a  bill 
providing  that  officers  of  volunteers  should  be 


physical  disability,  was  to  be  sufficient  evidence !  paid  on  the  pay-rolls  of  the  regiments  or  compa- 
of  the  discharge  ;  but  it  was  provided  that  every  nies  to  which  they  belonged,  which  was  read 
such  certificate  should  appear  on  its  face  to  have  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
been  founded  on  personal  inspection  of  the  sol- :  Affairs.  On  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  India- 
dier  discharged,  and  should  specifically  describe  i  na,  reported  it  back  without  amendment.  It 
the  nature  and  origin  of  his  disability  ;  and  that !  provided  that  company  officers  of  volunteers 
the  discharge  should  be  without  prejudice  to  the  should  be  paid  on  the  muster  and  pay  -rolls  of 


right  of  the  soldier  to  the  pay  due  him  at  its 
date. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consid- 


their  company,  party,  or  detachment,  and  not 
otherwise,  except  when  such  officer  should  be  on 
detailed  service  without  troops,  or  on  leave  of  ab- 
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sence.  The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division 
The  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"Wilson,  took  it  up,  considered,  and  passed  it 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
eighteenth  of  June,  1862. 

No.XXX.—J5ill  to  limit  the  Number  of  Major- 
Generals  and  Brigadier- Generals  to  ~be  ap- 
pointed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  second  of  May,  1862. 
Mr.  Grimes  introduced  a  bill  to  limit  the  appoint- 
ment of  major-gen'erals  and  brigadier-generals  in 
the  army  and  volunteers,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
On  the  fifth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
an  amendment.  It  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  twenty  major-generals,  and  two  hundred  bri- 
gadier-generals. The  amendment  proposed  to 
make  the  number  of  major-generals  u  thirty  "  in- 
stead of  "  twenty."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  strike  out  utwo  hun- 
dred," and  insert  u  one  hundred  and  eighty." 
The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  Mr.  Bale's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Lane,  of  K*ansas,  Mr. 
Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr.  Grimes.  The 
Senate  resumed  its  consideration  on  the  eighth, 
and  the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Bale's  amendment, 
and  it  was  lost — yeas,  sixteen ;  nays,  nineteen. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  as  amended.  The 
Housfe  referred  it  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Olin,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  reported  it  back 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  should  not  pass, 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

No.   XXXI.— The  Bill   to  provide  Additional 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Service. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  June,  1862,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill  to 
provide  for  additional  medical  officers,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  tenth,  the  bill  was  reported  back  by 
Mr.  Wilson  without  amendment.  It  authorized 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  forty  surgeons,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  assistant-surgeons  of 
volunteers,  who  were  to  have  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  officers  of  corresponding  grades 
in  the  regular  army,  but  no  person  was  tq  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  of  those  positions  unless  he 
should  have  been  previously  examined  by  a 
board  of  medical  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Wart  and  vacancies  in  the  grade  of 
surgeon  were  to  be  filled  by  selection  from  the 
grade  of  assistant-surgeon,  on  the  ground  of 
merit  only.  The  act  was  to  continue  in  force 
only  during  the  existence  of  the  rebellion.  The 
Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  after  debate,  in  which 
Mr-.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Browning,  and  other  Senators  participated, 
it  was  passed  without  opposition.  In  the  House, 
on  the  thirteenth,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the 


Speaker's  table,  and  Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend 
it,  by  adding  two  additional   sections,  providing 
that  the  office  of  brigade  surgeon  should  be  abo- 
lished, and  the  officers  of  that  corps  be  hereafter 
designated    surgeons  of   volunteers,   and  in  all 
other  respects  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  to 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  Avith  the   surgeons 
provided  for  in  the  act.     That  there  should  be 
added  to  each  volunteer  regiment  in  the  service, 
an  assistant-surgeon,  to  be  appointed  according 
to  the  existing  laws  of  the  several  States,  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  regimental  surgeons. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.     On  mouon  of 
Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  the  bill  was  so  amended  as 
to  provide  that  the  surgeons  appointed  under  this 
act,  should  be  under  forty  years  of  age.    The  bill 
was  then  passed  as  amended,  without  a  division. 
On  the  seventeenth,  the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
House  amendments,  with  an  amendment  striking 
out  the  proviso  that  the  surgeon  appointed  under 
the  act  should  be  under  forty  years  of  age.     The 
House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  the 
House  amendment.  •  On  the  second  of  July,  the 
President  returned  the  bill  without  his  approval, 
br  the  reason  that  he  had  signed  an  act  with  the 
same  title  intended  to  supersede  it,  and  on  the 
question,  shall  the  bill  pass,  the  Senate  unani- 
mously voted  in  the  negative.     In  the  Senate,  on 
;he  twenty-fifth  of  June,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a 
bill  to  provide  for  additional  medical  officers  of  the 
volunteer  service.     The  object,  Mr.  Wilson  said, 
was  to  correct  an  error  in  the  other  bill  then  in 
;he  hands  of  the  President.  It  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed.     On  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  the  House  took  from  the  Speaker's 
;able  the  bill  on  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  and,  after  ex- 
planations, it  passed  unanimously,  and  was   ap- 
proved by  the  President,  on  the  second  of  July, 
1862. 

No.  XXXII. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  encour- 
age Enlistments  in  the  Regular  and  Volunteer 
Forces. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  Mr.  Wil- 
son introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  encourage 
enlistments  in  the  regular  army  and  volunteer 
forces.  It  proposed  that  so  much  of  the  ninth 
section  of  "  an  act  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  military  establishment"  as  abolished  the 
jremium  paid  for  bringing  accepted  recruits  to 
;he  rendezvous,  should  be  repealed,  and  a  pre- 
mium of  two  dollars  be  paid  to  an}?"  citizen,  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  soldier,  for  an  accepted 
recruit  for  the  regular  army ;  and  that  every  sol- 
dier who  enlisted,  either  in  the  regular  army  or 
the  volunteers,  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  might  receive  his  first  month's  pay  in  ad- 
vance, upon  the  mustering  of  his  company  into 
the  service,  or  after  he  should  have  been  mus- 
tered into  and  joined  a  regiment  already  in  the 
service.  It  was  considered  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth,  the  joint 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  eighteenth,  it  was 
reported  back  by  Mr.  Olin,  of  New-York,  and, 
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after  debate,  passed,  and  was  approved  by  the 
President,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  1862. 

No.  XXXIII.— Bill  making  Appropriations  for 
the  Support  of  the  Army. 

The  House,  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  1862, 
passed  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  for  the  year  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  1863. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
Mr.  Fessenden,  from  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  Senate  proceeded,  on  the  first 
of  July,  to  consider  the  bill  and  amendments.  The 
House  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  volunteers, 
under  the  acts  of  the  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
fifth  of  July,  1861,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  million  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 
The  Committee  on  Finance  proposed  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  that  amount,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  of  it,  "  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dol- 
lars :  Provided,  That  the  President  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  increase  the  force  of  volunteers  be- 
yond the  number  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men,  rank  and  file  ;  nor  to  appoint 
more  than  -  -  major-generals,  nor  more  than 

brigadier-generals.     And  all  acts  and  parts 

of  acts  authorizing  a,  larger  force,  or  a  greater 
number  of  major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are 
above  provided  for,  are  hereby  repealed."  Mr. 
King  stated  that  he  was  authorized  by  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment.  Mr.  Hale  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  that  it  would  read  :  "  That  the 
President  shall  not  be  authorized  to  appoint 
more  than  forty  major-generals,  nor  more  than 
two  hundred  brigadier-generals,  and  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  authorizing  a  greater  number  of 
major  and  brigadier-generals  than  are  above  pro- 
vided for,  are  hereby  repealed."  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr.  Fos- 
ter participated,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  further  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Military  Committee,  by  adopting  new  sections, 
providing  "  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
clerical  force  of  the  Surgeon-General's  office  one 
clerk  of  class  one,  and  one  clerk  of  class  two  ; 
and  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force 
of  the  Paymaster-General's  'office  three  clerks  of 
class  four,  six  clerks  of  class  three,  eleven  clerks 
of  class  two,  and  twenty  clerks  of  class  one  ; 
and  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  Adjutant-General's  office 
two  clerks  of  class  four,  two  clerks  of  class  three, 
six  clerks  of  class  one,  and  ten  other  clerks  at  a 
monthly  compensation  of  sixty  dollars  each  ;  and 
the  Adjutant-General  might  detail  ten  more  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  army  as  clerks  in 
his  office.  That  section  five  of  the  '  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  employment  of  volunteers  to  aid  in 
enforcing  the  laws  and  protecting  public  pro- 
perty,' approved  July  twenty-second,  1861 ;  and 
section  five  of  the  'Act  to  increase  the  present 


military  establishment  of  the  United  States,'  ap- 
proved July  twenty-ninth,  1861,  should  be  so 
construed  as  to  allow  twenty-five  dollars  of  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  therein  provided, 
to  be  paid  immediately  after  enlistment  to  every 
soldier  of  the  regular  army  and  volunteer  forces 
thereafter  enlisted  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  ;  and  the  sum  of  seven  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
such  payments.  That  tli£  President  of  the 
United  Stated  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the 
consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  as 
many  military  storekeepers  in  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  of  the  army  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  might  require  :  Provided,  The  whole 
number  of  military  storekeepers  in  that  depart- 
ment should  not  exceed  twelve.  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  *  Act  to  found  a  mili- 
tary asylum  for  the  relief  and  support  of  invalid 
and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  army. of  the  United 
States,'  as  required  that  '  all  moneys,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thirds  of  the  balance  on  hand  of  the 
hospital  fund,  and  of  the  post  fund  of  each  mil- 
itary station,  after  deducting  the  necessary  ex- 
penses,' should  be  set  apart  to  support  the  Mili- 
tary Asylum,  be  repealed."  And  that  two  mil- 
lion dollars  be  appropriated  for  providing  for  the 
comfort  of  discharged  soldiers,  who  might  arrive 
in  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  disa- 
bled by  disease  or  wounds,  and  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  their  homes,  and  for  forwarding  destitute 
soldiers  to  their  homes.  The  House  concurred 
in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  passed,  and  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
1862. 

No.  XXXIV. — The  Joint  Resolution  providing 
for  the  Presentation  of  "Medals  of  Honor" 
to  the  Enlisted  Men  of  the  Army  and  Volun- 
teer Forces,  who  have  or  who  may  distinguish 
themselves  in  Battle  during  the  present  Rebel- 
lion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  May,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee a  joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  "  medals  of  honor  "  to  enlisted  men  dis- 
tinguished in  battle.  It  provided  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  should  be  authorized 
to  cause  two  thousand  "  medals  of  honor  "  to  be 
prepared,  with  suitable  emblematic  devices,  and 
to  direct  that  the  same  be  presented,  in  the 
name  of  Congress,  to  such  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  as  should  most  distinguish 
themselves  by  their  gallantry^in  action,  and  other 
soldier-like,  qualities  during  tne  present  insurrec- 
tion ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
resolution  into  effect.  On  the  nineteenth,  the 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  was  taken 
up,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  passed  without 
division.  In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  July, 
Mr.  Olin,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution  for  the  presentation  of 
"  medals  of  honor,"  and  it  was  passed  without 
division,  and  approved  by  the  President,  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  1862. 
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No.  XXXV. —  The  Bill  prohibiting  the  Con- 
finement of  Persons  in  the  Military  Service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  confinement  of  persons  in  the 
military  service  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  except  as  a  punishment  of 
certain  crimes,  and  to  discharge  from  the  prison 
certain  convicts  by  sentence  of  court-martial, 
which  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  fifth  of 
July,  Mr.  Bingham  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  House  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. The  bill  provided  that  soldiers  should  not 
be  confined  in  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  unless  their  offence,  by  common 
law,  or  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  subject 
them  to  such  punishment ;  or  except  for  mutiny, 
desertion,  or  an  attempt  to  incite  mutiny.  Mr. 
Dawes  moved  to  amend  by  adding  that  "  no  per- 
son thereafter,  upon  the  decision  of  a  court-mar- 
tial, should  be  -confined  in  any  penitentiary  in 
the  United  States,  except  under  the  conditions 
of  the  act."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  passed  as  amended. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  July,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back 
the  bill  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  words,  "or  such  per- 
son be  convicted  of  mutiny,  or  desertion,  or  an 
attempt  to  incite  mutiny."  Mr.  Grimes  op- 
posed the  amendment ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harris, 
and  Mr.  Rice  supported  it  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  passed  on  the 
twelfth.  On  the  same  day,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  took  the  bill 
from  the  Speaker's  table,  and,  after  debate,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  The  House  disa- 
greed to  the  Senate  amendments,  and  asked  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  managers.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  amendments,  and 
concur  in  the  conference  asked  for  by  the  House. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  -and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  were  ap- 
pointed managers.  On  the  fifteenth  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  conference  committee,  reported, 
"that  the  House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  and 
agree  to  the  same  ;"  and  the  report  was  accepted. 
In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Iowa,  made  a  report  from  the  conference  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President,  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXVI. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  extra  Cloth- 
ing to  Side  and  Wounded  Soldiers. 
In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  July,  1862,  Mr. 


Hale,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  furnish  extra  clothing  for  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers.  It  proposed  to  "authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  furnish  extra  clothing  to  all  sick, 
wounded,  and  other  soldiers  who  might  have  lost 
the  same  by  the  casualties  of  war,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  department  might 
prescribe,  during  the  existence  of  the  insurrec- 
tion." It  was  read  three  times  and  passed.  The 
Senate  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  on  the  tenth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment.  By  unanimous  con^ 
sent,  it  was  read  three  times  and  passed.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twelfth  of  Ju- 
ly, 1862. 

No.  XXXVII.  — The  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  call- 
ing forth  the  Militia  to  execute  the  Laws,  sup- 
press Insurrection,  and  repel  Invasions. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  July,  1862, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrection, 
and  repel  invasions",  approved  February  twenty- 
eighth,  1795,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  ninth,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  acts  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws.  It  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  should  call  forth  the  militia  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he 
might  specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which 
such  service  would  be  required,  and  the  militia 
so  called  should  be  mustered  in,  and  continue  to 
serve,  for  the  term  specified,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged ;  and  the  organization  of  the  militia, 
when  so  called  into  service,  was  to  be  conformed  ' 
to  the  organization  prescribed  by  the  laws  for 
volunteers.  Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  three  sections  provid- 
ing that  there  should  be  no  exemption  from  the 
performance  of  military  duty  under  any  militia 
law  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  color  or 
lineage  ;  but  whenever  the  militia  should  be  call- 
ed into  service,  all  loyal,  able-bodied  male  per- 
sons, between  the  ages  now  fixed  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  called  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  That  when  the  militia 
should  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  should  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  organize  them  into  battalions,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  divisions,  according  to  their  race  or 
color,  as  he  should  believe  that  the  public  in- 
terest might  require  ;  and  that  the  provisions  of 
the  two  preceding  sections  should  be  construed 
so  as  to  apply  to  and  include  volunteers  who 
might  thereafter  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  persons  who  had  been,  or 
might  thereafter  be,  enrolled  in  the  service  as 
volunteers,  or  as  militia,  should  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  of  soldiers  as  allowed  by  law  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  grades.  Mr.  Saulsbury, 
of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Virginia,  op- 


DOCUMENTS. 


33 


posed  the  amendment.  Mr.  King,  of  New-York, 
suggested  a  modification  of  the  amendment  so 
that  the  first  two  sections  would  read :  u  That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  intrenchments,  or  performing  camp- 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  war-service  for 
which*  they  may  be  found  competent,  persons  of 
African  descent ;  and  such  persons  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  organized  under  such  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws,  as 
the  President  may  prescribe,  and  they  shall 
be  fed,  and  paid  such  compensation  for  their 
services  as  they  may  agree  to  receive  when  en- 
rolled ;  and  that  when  any  man  or  boy  of  Afri- 
can descent  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is 
provided  for  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  he, 
his  mother,  and  his  wife  and  children  shall  for 
ever  thereafter  be  free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom 
whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 
Mr.  Grimes  accepted  the  amendment  in  lieu  of 
the  first  sections  of  his  amendment.  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  denounced  the  measure  as  "  the  most  mag- 
nificent scheme  of  emancipation  yet  proposed." 
Mr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  had  no  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  enroll  black  and 
white,  free  and  slave  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  it  would  affect  alike  the  loyal  and  dis- 
loyal ;  would  therefore  be  unjust,  and  should  be 
modified.  Mr.  Fessenden,  of  Maine,  said:  "I 
would  do  nothing  that  a  civilized  people  ought 
not  to  do  ;  I  would  employ  no  barbarians  ;  I 
would  not  bring  back  the  clays  of  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife ;  but  any  thing  within  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare  that  it  is  in  my  power 
to  do,  I  would  do,  and  it  ought  to  be  done."  Mr. 
Rice,  of  Minnesota,  thought  the  nation  must 
speedily  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
Confederacy,  "or  use  all  the  means  given  us  by 
the  Almighty  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a  success- 
ful termination."  Mr.  Wilson  confessed  that  he 
looked  "  with  something  of  admiration  upon  the 
mode  in  which  the  Southern  traitorous  leaders 
have  carried  on  this  war.  They  commenced  the 
war  by  taking  humanity  by  the  throat,  by  putting 
under  their  feet  every  moral  sentiment,  every 
law  of  Almighty  God.  They  planted  themselves 
in  defiance  of  God  and  of  man  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  eternal  slavery.  Standing  before  the  na- 
tions in  that  position,  in  defiance  of  all  that  is 
sacred,  pure,  and  holy  on  earth,  they  have  ap- 
pealed to  their  people,  to  their  passions,  to  their 
prejudices,  to  their  hate  ;  they  have  organized 
their  people  ;  they  have  issued  their  conscrip- 
tions, using  every  man  who  could  do  any  thing, 
no  matter  how  halt  or  maimed  he  might  be,  if  he 
could  strike  a  blow ;  they  have  carried  on  their 
military  operations  with  great  ability,  and  shown 
vast  powers  and  great  administrative  ability,  and 
great  military  ability.  We  are  in  one  of  the 
darkest  periods  of  this  contest,  and  we  had  bet- 
ter look  our  position  in  the  face,  meet  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  hour,  rise  to  the  demands  of  the 
occasion,  pour  out  our  money,  summon  our  men 
to  the  field,  go  ourselves,  if  we  can  do  any  good, 
and  overthrow  this  confederate  power  that  feels 
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to-day,  over  its  recent  magnificent  triumph  &  that 
it  has  already  achieved  its  independence.  Bold 
and  decisive  action  alone,  in  the  cabinet  and  in 
the  field,  can  retrieve  our  adverse  fortunes,  and 
carry  our  country  triumphantly  through  the  per- 
ils that  threaten  to  'dismember  the  republic." 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  calling  out 
of  negroes  for  military  purposes.  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son and  Mr.  Rice  supported  that  policy. 

On  the  tenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  had 
no  doubt  of  the  power  to  use  colored  men  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  :  it  was  simply  a  question 
of  expediency.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  proposed  so  to 
amend  the  amendment  as  to  strike  out  the  words 
"any  military  or  naval,"  before  "service."  He 
thought  it  would  not  affect  the  section,  but  would 
relieve  it  of  its  asperity.  Mr.  King  opposed  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Ten  Eyck.  The  Chair  ruled 
that  Mr.  Ten  Eyck's  amendment  was  not  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words,  "  or  any  military  or  naval  service  for 
which  they  may  be  found  competent."  After 
remarks  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr. 
Hale,  of  New-Hampshire,  the  vote  was  taken, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  lost — yeas, 
eleven  ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Saulsbury 
moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  nine ; 
nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Mis- 
souri, moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  provide 
only  for  the  freedom  of  persons  of  African  de- 
scent as  owe  service  to  persons  engaged  in  the 
rebellion — yeas,  thirteen;  nays,  twenty-two.  Mr. 
Henderson  then  moved  to  so  amend  the  amend- 
ment as  to  provide  that  loyal  persons  should  be 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the 
slaves  employed  under  .the  provisions  of  the  act — 
yeas,  twenty ;  nays,  seventeen.  The  amendment 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  second  section  of 
Mr.  Grimes's  amendment,  providing  that  when 
any  man  or  boy  should  render  service,  he,  his 
mother,  wife  and  children  should  be  free,  Mr. 
Sherman  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  apply  only 
to  persons  owing  service  to  any  person  who  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  adhered 
to  their  enemies  by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort — 
yeas,  twenty-two  ;  nays,  sixteen.  Mr.  Browning, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  of  the  persons  to  be  made  free,  "  his 
mother,  wife,  and  children."  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 
and  Mr.  King  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Browning,  and  on  the  eleventh  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  seventeen ;  nays,  twenty-one.  Mr.  Browning 
then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  proviso : 
"  That  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  of  such 
man  or  boy  of  African  descent  shall  not  be  made 
free  by  the  operation  of  this  act,  except  where 
such  mother,  wife,  and  children  owe  service  or 
labor  to  some  person  who,  during  the  present 
rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies  by  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort."  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Davis  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Harlan, 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1864. 


of  Iowa,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Minnesota,  op- 
posed it. 

On  the  twelfth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Comrait- 
,ee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
Jie  u  Act  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,"  approved  February  twenty- 
eighth,  1795,  'and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  contained 
fifteen  sections,  and  provided  that  whenever  the 
President  should  call  forth  the  militia,  he  might 
specify  in  his  call  the  period  for  which  such 
service  would  be  required,  not  exceeding  nine 
months  ;  and  if,  by  reason  of  defects  in  existing 
laws  or  in  the  execution  of  them  in  the  several 
States,  or  any  of  them,  it  should  be  found  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  enrolling  the  militia,  and 
otherwise  putting  the  act  into  execution,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  make  all  necessary 
rules  and  regulations ;  and  the  enrolment  should 
include  all  able-bodied  male  citizens  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  be  apportion- 
ed among  the  States  according  to  representative 
population.  That  the  militia,  when  so  called  into 
service,  should  be  organized  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  volunteers.  That  the  President 
be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  any  num- 
ber of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand,  as  infantry,  for  a  period  of  nine  months, 
and  every  soldier  who  should  enlist  under  the 
provisions  of  the  section  should  receive  his  first 
month's  pay,  and  also  twenty-five  dollars  as 
bounty.  That  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the 
regiments  of  infantry  then  in  the  service,  the 
President  be  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers  for  twelve  months,  and  such  volun- 
teers should  be  in  all  respects  upon  a  footing 
with  similar  troops  in  the  United  States  service, 
except  as  to  service  bounty,  which  should  be  fifty 
dollars,  one  half  to  be  paid  upon  their  joining 
their  regiments,  and  the  other  half  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  enlistment.  That  the  President  should 
appoint  a  judge-advocate  general,  with -the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  to 
whose  office  should  be  returned,  for  revision,  the 
records  and  proceedings  of  all  courts-martial  and 
military  commissions,  and  where  a  record  should 
be  kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon — and 
no  sentence  of  death,  "or  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary,  should  be  carried  into  execution 
until  the  same  should  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent. That  there  might  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  each  army  in  the  field  a  judge-advocate, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  each,  of  a 
major  of  cavalry.  That  thereafter  all  offenders  in 
the  army  adjudged  to  be  punished  by  a  court- 
martial  should  be  brought  before  a  field-officer 
of  his  regiment,  who  should  hear  and  determine 
the  offence,  and  order  the  punishment  to  be  in- 
flicted. That  all  officers  who  had  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  battalion 
adjutants  and  quartermasters  of  cavalr}7"  under 
the  orders  of  the  War  Department,  exceeding  the 
number  authorized  by  law,  should  be  paid  as 
such  for  the  time  they  wero  actually  employed 


in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
such  officers  then  in  service  exceeding  the  num- 
ber, should  be  immediately  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  es- 
tablish and  organize  army  corps.  That  each  army 
corps  should  have  the  following  officers  attached, 
who  should  constitute  the  staff  of  the  command- 
er— one  assistant  adjutant-general,  one  quarter- 
master, one  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  one 
assistant  inspector-general,  who  should  bear  re- 
spectively, the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
who  should  be  assigned  from  the  army  or  volun- 
teer force  by  the  President ;  and  also  three  aides- 
de-camp,  one  to  bear  the  rank  of  major,  and  two 
to  bear  the  rank  of  captain ;  and  the  senior  offi- 
cer of  artillery  in  each  army  should,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  act  as  chief  of  artillery  and  ord- 
nance at  the  headquarters  of  the  corps.  That  the 
cavalry  forces  should  be  thus  organized — each 
regiment  of  cavalry  should  have  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant-colonel,  three  majors,  one  surgeon,  one 
assistant  surgeon,  one  regimental  commissary, 
one  sergeant-major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant, 
one  commissary-sergeant,  two  hospital  stewards, 
one  saddler-sergeant,  one  chief  trumpeter,  and 
one  chief  farrier  or  blacksmith  ;  and  each  regi- 
ment should  consist  of  twelve  companies,  and 
each  company  should  have  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  and  one  super- 
numerary second  lieutenant,  one  first  sergeant, 
one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  commissary  ser- 
geant, five  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  two  team- 
sters, two  farriers  or  blacksmiths,  one  saddler, 
one  wagoner,  and  seventy-eight  privates  ;  the 
regimental  adjutants,  the  regimental  quarter- 
masters, and  regimental  commissaries  to  be 
taken  from  their  respective  regiments.  That  the 
President  be  authorized  to  receive  into  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing intrenchments,  or  performing  camp 
service,  or  any  other  labor,  or  any  military  or 
naval  service  for  which  they  may  be  found  com- 
petent, persons  of  African  descent ;  and  such  per- 
sons should  be  enrolled  and  organized  under 
such  regulations  as  the  President  might  pre- 
scribe. That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  should  render  any  such  service  as  was 
provided  for  in  the  act,  he,  his  mother  and  his 
wife  and  children  should  for  ever  thereafter  be 
free,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  That  ten  million  of 
dollars  be  appropriated  to  carry  the  provisons  of 
the  act  into  effect.  That  all  persons  who  had  been 
or  should  be  enrolled  in  the  service  under  the 
act,  should  receive  the  pay  and  rations  allowed 
by  law  to  soldiers  according  to  their  respective 
grades  :  Provided,  that  persons  of  African  descent 
should  receive  ten  dollars  per  month  and  one 
ration. 

On  the  fourteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  that  three  dollars  of 
the  ten  dollars  of  compensation  of  colored  per- 
sons should  be  in  clothing.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
King,  the  bill  was  amended,  by  striking  out 
ten  million  dollars,  and  inserting  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  carrying  the  act  into  eftect. 
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should  be  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriation 
for  the  army.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  providing  that  all  enlistments  there- 
after made  should  be  credited  to  the  States  re- 
spectively in  which  the  same  should  be  made, 
and  be  deducted  from  any  future  draft  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act ;  but  it  was  rejected.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hale,  the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to 
limit  the  number  of  staif-officers  of  corps  com- 
manders to  the  number  provided  for  in  the  tenth 
section. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Sherman  moved  to 
amend  the  thirteenth  section,  so  as  to  make  it 
read :  "  That  when  any  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent,  who,  by  the  laws  of  any  State,  shall 
owe  service  or  labor  to  any  person  who,  during 
the  present  rebellion,  has  levied  war,  or  has 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  or  ad- 
hered to  their  enemies,  by  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort,  shall  render  any  such  service  as  is  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  he,  his  mother,  and  his  wife 
and  child,  shall  for  ever  thereafter  be  free."  Mr. 
Lane,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Har- 
lan  opposed  the  amendment,  but  it  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  eighteen  ;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  that 
medical  purveyors  and  storekeepers  should  give 
bonds  in  such  sum  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
might  require,  with  security  to  be  approved  by 
him,  and  trie  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  moved  an  additional  section,  pro- 
viding that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  artificial 
limbs  for  soldiers  and  seamen  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  expended  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Surgeon-General ;  but, 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  he  withdrew  it, 
and  it  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  put  as  an 
amendment  on  to  the  supplemental  civil  %appro- 
priation  bill. 

Mr.  Browning  moved  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  his  mother,  wife  and  children,"  so  that  the  bill 
would  simply  provide  for  the  freedom  of  the  per- 
son of  African  descent  rendering  military  service, 
but  the  amendment  was  lost — yeas,  seventeen  ; 
nays,  twenty.  Mr.  Browning  then  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  a  proviso,  that  the  mother, 
wife  and  children  of  such  man  or  boy  of  African 
descent  should  not  be  made  free  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  except  where  such  mother,  wife, 
or  children  owed  service  or  labor  to  some  person 
who,  during  the  rebellion,  had  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States,  or  adhered  to  their  enemies, 
by  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  The  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  Mr.  Henderson,  and 
agreed  to  —  yeas,  twenty-one  ;  nays,  sixteen. 
After  debate  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
Henderson,  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Kentucky,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  it  passed — yeas,  twenty-eight ; 
nays,  nine. 

In  the  House,  'on  the  sixteenth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Stevens,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speak- 
er's table,  and  read  twice.  Mr.  Stevens  moved 
the  previous  question.  Mr.  Holrnan,  of  Indiana, 


moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upbn  the  table,  but 
the  motion  was  lost  — yeas,  thirty  ;  nays,  seventy- 
seven.  The  previous  question  was  then  ordered, 
and  the  bill  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXVIIL— The  Bill  to  define  the  Pay  and 
Emoluments  of  certain  Officers  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary,  18G2,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  in  the  army,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.     On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute.    On  the  fifth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.   Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  the  pending  question  being  upon   the 
amendment  as  a  substitute.      The  amendment 
provided  that  officers  of  the  arm y  having  brevet 
commissions  should  not  be  entitled  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments,  because  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  command  according  to  their  brevet  rank. 
That  officers  entitled  to  forage  for  horses  should 
not  be  allowed  to  ccwiimute  it,  but  should  draw 
the    allowance   in   kind.       That    major-generals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  for  four  horses; 
brigadier-generals   for    three   horses  ;    colonels, 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  two  horses  each; 
captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry  and  artillery 
for  two  horses  each  ;  and  chaplains  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  officer  of  the  arrny  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should,  for  each 
month   deduct,  from  his  own  monthly  pay,  the 
full  amount  paid  to  or  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment per  month  on  account  of  the  soldier.     That 
the  first  section  of  the  act  approved  August  sixth, 
1861,  increasing  the  pay  of  privates,  should  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  increase  the  emoluments 
of  the  commissioned  officers.     That  so  much  of 
the  act  approved  twenty-second  July,  1861,  as 
authorized  each  regiment  of  volunteers  to  have 
twenty-four  musicians  for  a  band,  be  repealed. 
That  each  brigade  should  have  sixteen  musicians 
as  a  band,  to  be  selected  from  the   regimental 
bands  mustered  out  of  service.     That,  in  lieu  of 
the  present  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  there- 
after be  allowed,   unless  when   an   officer   was 
ordered  from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains to  one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  vice 
versa,  when  ten  cents   per   mile   should  be   al- 
lowed. That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent rebellion,  there  should  be  deducted  from  the 
compensation  'of  all   persons   employed  in    the 
military,  naval,  and  civil  service  of  the  United 
States,  except  warrant  officers  and  sailors  in  the 
navy,  and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  in  the  army,  ten  per  centum  of  the 
amount  of  their  compensation.     That  in  each  of 
the  permanent  hospitals,    where   the  President 
might  deem  it  necessary,   he   might  appoint   a 
chaplain.     That  no  person  should  be  appointed 
a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  who  was 
not   a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some  reli- 
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gions  denomination.  That  so  much  of  the  act 
approved  July  twenty-second,  1861,  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  repeal- 
ed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts  or 
stations,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  by 
whose  orders  he  was  arrested,  to  see  that  a  copy 
of  the  charges  on  which  he  had  been  arrested 
and  was  to  be  tried  should  be  served  upon  him 
within  eight  days  thereafter,  and  that  he  should 
be  brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
unless  the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent 
such  trial,  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to 
trial  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of 
the  ten  days.  That  whenever  the  name  of  any 
army  officer  should  have  been  borne  on  the 
Army  Register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be  of 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  he  should  be  retired 
from  active  service ;  and  that  the  President  be 
authorized  to  assign  any  officer  who  might  be 
retired  to  any  duty. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  making  a  deduction  of  ten  per 
cent  in  salaries  of  officers  in  the  military,  naval, 
and  civil  service,  by  requiring  the  deduction  to 
apply  to  all  allowances  for  mileage,  and  for  corn- 
mutation  for  servants,  forage,  and  rations,  and 
to  all  fees  or  contingent  allowances  paid  for  per- 
sonal services  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Sherman  accepted  it  so  as 
to  read:  "And  this  deduction  shall  apply  to  all 
allowances  for  mileage,  for  commutation  for  serv- 
ants, forage,  and  rations,  and  for  all  fees  and 
contingent  allowances  paid  for  personal  services 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the 
rate  of  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  shall  be 
reduced  fifty  per  cent,  to  be  computed  by  the 
most  direct  travelled  route  from  his  residence  to 
the  seat  of  Congress.  A  statement  of  the  mile- 
age of  each  Senator  shall  be  certified  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate.,  and  of  each  Representa- 
tive and  Delegate  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  within  thirty  days  of  the  commence- 
ment of  each  session  of  Congress."  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wis- 
consin, opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Howe 
could  not  vote  for  the  ninth  section,  making  a 
deduction  on  Government  salaries.  Mr.  Trum- 
bull  regretted  that  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Doo- 
little had  pressed  their  amendments.  Mr.  Sher- 
man's original  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mr.  Doolittle  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  mileage  fifty  per  cent.  The 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  and 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  •  twenty-nine  ;  nays,  ten. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section 
making  a  deduction  in  salaries  of  ten  per  cent 
during  the  war — yeas,  two  ;  nays,  thirty -six. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Howe  and  McDougall — two. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Johnson,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham, 


Merrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Mis- 
souri— thirty-six. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section  :  "  That  the 
number  of  paymasters  "of  the  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  reduced  so  as 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  twent3r-five ;" 
and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section  : 
"  That  quarters  and  fuel  shall  be  furnished  to 
officers  only  when  on  duty  in  the  field,  or  when 
assigned  quarters  in  public  buildings  belonging 
to  the  Government.  The  number  of  offices  now 
allowed  to  certain  officers  of  the  army  for  the 
transaction  of  business  shall  be  furnished,  and 
no  more  ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  adding  as  additional  sections  : 

"  That  the  bounty  now  allowed  by  law  to  sol- 
diers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  in 
the  event  that  a  soldier  entitled  thereto  shall  die 
intestate,  without  having  drawn  the  same,  be 
paid  to  the  following  persons.,  and  in  the  order 
following,  and  to  no  other  persons,  to  wit :_  first, 
to  the  widow  of  such  deceased  soldier,  if  there 
be  one  ;  second,  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to 
the  children  of  such  deceased  soldier,  share  and 
share  alike ;  third,  if  such  soldier  left  neither 
widow  nor  children  (or  children  born  in  lawful 
wedlock,)  then  and  in  that  case  such  bounty 
shall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provided 
they  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 
first,  to  his  father,  or,  if  he  be  dead,  or  has  aban- 
doned his  family,  then  to  the  mother  of  such  sol- 
dier ;  and  if  there  be  neither  father  nor  mother 
as  aforesaid,  then  such  bounty  shall  be  paid  to 
such  brothers  and  sisters  resident  as  aforesaid, 
who  may  have  been  dependent  upon  such  intes- 
tate for  support.  That  all  contracts  made  for,  or 
orders  given  for,  the  purchase  of  goods  or  sup- 
plies by  any  department  of  the  Government  shall 
be  promptly  reported  to  Congress  by  the  proper 
head  of  such  department,  if  Congress  shall  at 
the  time  be  in  session,  and  if  not  in  session,  said 
reports  shall  be  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session.  That  no  .contract  or  order 
made  as  aforesaid,  or  any  interest  therein,  shall 
be  transferred  by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom, 
such  contract  or  order  may  be  given,  to  any  other 
party  or  parties,  and  that  any  such  transfer  shall 
cause  the  annulment  of  the  contract  or  order 
tranferred,  so  far  as  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned :  Provided,  That  all  rights  of  action  are 
hereby  reserved  to  the  United  States  for  any 
breach  of  such  contract  by  the  contracting  party 
or  parties.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  request- 
ed to  dismiss  and  discharge  from  the  military 
service,  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  volunteer  force 
in  the  United  States  service,  any  officer  for  any 
cause  which,  in  his  judgment,  renders  such  offi- 
cer unsuitable  for  service,  and  whose  dismission, 
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in  his  judgment,  would  promote  the  public  serv- 
ice."   ' 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  repeal  the  act  author- 
izing the  President  to  appoint  additional  aids- 
de-camp,  and  to  discharge  the  staff-officers  so  ap- 
pointed in  thirty  days ;  but  after  debate  with- 
drew it.  Mr.  Grimes  renewed  the  amendment, 
so  modified  as  simply  to  repeal  the  act  of  August 
fifth,  1861. 

On  the  fifth  of  March,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes' s  amend- 
ment was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  modified  so  as  to  read,  "  That 
the  act  approved  the  fifth  of  August,  1861,  en- 
titled *  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  increase  the  present  military  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,"  approved  the 
twenty-ninth  of  July,  1861,'  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed.  But  the  repeal  of  the  said  act 
shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  deprive  those  per- 
sons already  appointed  under  it  from  holding 
their  offices  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  if  it 
had  not  been  repealed ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  tenth  section  in  regard  to  chaplains,  and 
insert :  "  That  in  each  of  the  permanent  hospitals, 
where  the  President  may  deem  it  necessary,  he 
may  appoint  a  chaplain,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  compensation  as  is  now  allowed  to  chap- 
lains in  the  volunteer  service."  Mr.  Foster's 
amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  proposed  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  read,  "  That  the  appointments 
of  chaplains  to  the  army  hospitals,  as  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby 
approved,  and  the  chaplains  so  appointed  shall 
be  compensated  for  their  services  in  the  same 
manner  as  regimental  chaplains ;"  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Rice  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Harlan 
moved  to  so  modify  the  tenth  section  as  to  pro- 
vide that  chaplains  in  permanent  hospitals  should 
receive  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum — yeas, 
fourteen,  nays,  twenty-three ;  so  the  amendment 
was  rejected.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved  to  add  to  the 
eleventh  section  the  words,  "and  that  hereafter 
there  shall  be  but  one  chaplain  in  a  brigade;" 
but  it  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice  moved  to  add  as  a 
new  section  :  "  That  hereafter  all  chaplains, 
whether  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  service  or 
hospitals,  shall  receive  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum."  Mr.  Harlan  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  adopted— yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays, 
ten. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Rice  moved  to 
strike  out  the  ninth  section,  relating  to  the  de- 
duction on  salaries,  and  the  sixteenth  section,  re- 
lating to  mileage.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  ninth  section  so  that  the  salaries  over  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  should  pay  ten  per 
cent;  but  the  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Rice's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  ninth  section  was  lost — 
yeas,  twenty  ;  nays,  twenty  ;  the  Vice-President 
voted  nay.  The  motion  to  strike  out  the  six- 


teenth section,  relating  to  the  mileage,  was  lost — 
yeas,  eight ;  nays,  thirty-two. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  adding  as  new  sections :  "  That  every  per- 
son who  shall  furnish  supplies  of^any  kind  tp  the 
army  or  navy,  shall  be  required  to  mark  and  distin- 
guish the  same  on  the  outside  of  each  and  every 
package,  with  the  name  or  names  of  the  contrac- 
tors so  furnishing  such  supplies  to  the  army  or 
navy  ;  and  no  supplies  of  any  kind  shall  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked  and  distinguished.  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
power,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expe- 
dient, to  purchase  cemetery  grounds,  and  cause 
them  to  be  securely  inclosed,  to  be  used  as  a  na- 
tional cemetery  for  the  soldiers  who  shall  die  in 
the  service  of  the  country."  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  the  section  relating  to  the  compensation 
of  chaplains,  so  as  to  allow  them  "  one  ration 
when  on  duty."  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  strike 
out  the  section  authorizing  brigade  bands,  and  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  section  abolishing  regimental 
bands,  and  to  insert  that  "  regimental  bands  be 
reduced  to  sixteen  musicians ;"  but  the  motion 
was  lost.  Mr.  McDougall  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  yeas — thirty- 
seven  ;  nays,  two  ;  so  the  bill  passed  the  Senate. 
In  the  House,  on  the  tenth  of  June,  Mr.  Bkiir, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  the  bill 
had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. The  first  amendment  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section,  providing  that  brevet  com- 
missions should  not  entitle  officers  to  increase  of 
pay,  and  it  was  stricken  out.  The  second  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  second  section,  disallowing  commu- 
tation of  forage,  making  it  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  The  third  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  section  so  as  to  provide  that  frhen  forage  in 
kind  could  not  be  furnished,  officers  should  be 
entitled  to  commute.  Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  so  as  to  allow  officers  assigned 
to  duty  requiring  them  to  be  mounted,  to  receive 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  cavalry  officers  of  the 
same  rank.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  adopted.  The 
fourth  amendment  to  the  bill  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  sixth  section,  abolishing  regimental  bands. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Fouke,  of 
Illinois,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New-Hampshire,  op- 
osed  the  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected.  The 
fth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  in  the 
seventh  section  the  word  "brigade,"  and  insert 
"regimental,"  so  that  a  regiment,  instead  of  a 
brigade,  should  have  sixteen  musicians ;  but  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

The  seventh  amendment  to  strike  out  the  ninth 
section,  deducting  ten  per  cent  from  the  pay  of 
Government  officers  during  the  rebellion,  was 
agreed  to.  The  eighth  amendment,  requiring 
chaplains  employed  at  military  posts  to  reside  at 
the  posts,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation 
to  leave  of  absence  as  commissioned  officers,  was 
adopted.  The  ninth  amendment  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  repealing  the  law 
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allowing  forty  cents  per  .day  for  the  use  and  risk 
of  horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  forty-eight ;  nays,  forty- 
seven.  The  tenth  amendment  proposed  to  amend 
the  thirteenth  section,  providing  that  an  officer 
under  arrest  should  be  discharged  unless  a  copy 
of  the  charges  against  him  should  be  served 
on  him  within  eight  days,  so  as  to  read,  "  may  be 
tried  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
permit."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  New- 
Hampshire,  the  amendment  was  amended  by 
adding  the  words,  "  within  twelve  months  after 
such  release  from  arrest ;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.  The  eleventh  amend- 
ment proposed  to  strike  out  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion, providing  for  retiring  officers  borne  on  the 
army  or  navy  register  forty-five  years,  or  who 
should  be  sixty -two  years  of  age  ;  but  the  amend- 
ment was  lost — yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  sixty- 
eight.  The  twelfth  amendment,  striking  out  the 
fifteenth  section,  authorizing  the  President  to  as- 
sign to  duty  retired  officers,  was  disagreed  to. 
The  thirteenth  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  sixteenth  section,  relating  to  the  mileage  of 
members  of  Congress.  Mr.  F.  A.  Conkling,  of 
New-York,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  allow  members  of  Congress  their  actual 
travelling  expenses,  and  it  was  agreed  to — }reas, 
ninety  ;  nays,  thirty-three.  The  amendment  as 
amended  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Washburne  moved 
to  reconsider  that  vote,  and  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table.  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  so  the  six- 
teenth section  was  stricken  out.  The  House,  by 
a  vote  of  seventy -three  to  twenty-one,  agreed  to 
the  fourteenth  amendment,  striking  out  the  eight- 
eenth section,  disallowing  commutation  of  fuel 
and  quarters  to  officers.  The  bill  was  amended 
by  agreeing  to  the  sixteenth  amendment,  placing 
volunteer  engineers  on  the  same  footing,  in  re- 
gard to  pay,  emolument,  and  organization,  as  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.  The  seventeenth 
amendment  proposed  to  add  a  new  section,  pro- 
viding that  vacancies  occurring  among  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  should  be  filled  by  the  Pres- 
ident, on  the  recommendation  of  officers  of  the 
regiments.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  MB. 
MePherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Browne,  of  Rhode  Island,  advo- 
cated it.  On  the  twelfth,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  resumed,  and  the  amendment  re- 
jected. The  eighteenth  amendment,  providing 
that  volunteer  officers  should  have  equal  rank 
with  officers  of  like  grade  having  commissions 
from  the  United  States,  was  agreed  to.  An 
amendment  was  adopted  repealing  the  law  re- 
taining two  dollars  per  month  of  the  pay  of  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  army  until  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service.  The  twentieth  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  foreign  officers,  and  grant 
them  commissions  in  the  volunteer  forces.  A 
new  section  was  added,  requiring  volunteers  to 
be  examined  as  to  their  physical  condition,  in 
the  same  manner  as  men  enlisted  into  the  regu- 
lar army.  The  twenty-second  amendment  of 
the  Committee  authorized  the  President  to  assign 


army  officers  as  field-officers,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  Governors  of  States ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  The  twenty-ttnVd  amendment, 
providing  that  any  alien  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  upward,  who  had  enlisted  or  should 
enlist  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  either 
the  regular  or  volunteer  forces,  and  had  been  or 
might  be  thereafter  honorably  discharged,  might 
be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  upon  his  petition,  without  any  previous 
declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
was  agreed  to.  The  twenty-fourth  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  providing  that  thereafter,  every 
contractor  for  subsistence,  clothing,  arms,  am- 
munition, munitions  of  war,  and  for  every  de- 
scription of  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  subjected  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  so  far  as  the  same  were  ap- 
plicable. On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
the  bill  was  amended  by  adding  a  new  section, 
providing  that  there  should  be  added  to  the  Ad- 
jutant-General's department,  by  regular  promo- 
tion of  its  present  officers,  one  colonel,  two  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and  nine  majors;  and  that  the 
grade  of  captain  in  said  department  be  abolished, 
and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of  major 
should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among  the 
captains  of  the  army.  Mr.  Blair  called  for  the 
previous  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  it 
was  ordered,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  House 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, and  on  the  eighteenth  Mr.  Wilson  report- 
ed back  the  bill  and  House  amendments,  with  an 
amendment.  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  amendments  'of  the  House ;  agreed 
to  some  of  them,  and  disagreed  to  others,  and 
agreed  to  others  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  asked 
a  committee  of  conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  and  Mr.  Howard  were  appointed  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  and  Mr.  Olin,  of  New-York, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Browne,  of 
Rhode  Island,  were  appointed  managers.  On 
the  seventh  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  to  the  Senate  that 
they  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses: 
u  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  said  bill ; 
and  that  the  House  adhere  to  its  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  House  amend- 
ments to  said  bill."  The  Senate  and  House  both 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wilson,  by  unanimous  consent,  then  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, which  was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided 
that  officers  entitled  to  forage  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  commute  it,  but  might  draw  forage  in 
kind.  That  when  forage  in  kind  could  not  be 
furnished,  then  officers  might  commute  it.  That 
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officers  assigned  to  duty  which  required  them  to 
be  mounted,  should,  on  such  duty,  receive  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  cavalry  offi- 
cers of  the  same  grade.  That  major-generals 
should  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  in  kind  for  five 
horses  ;  brigadier-generals  for  four  horses  ;  col- 
onels, lieutenant-colonels,  and  majors,  for  two 
horses  each  ;  captains  and  lieutenants  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  or  having  the  cavalry  allowance,  for 
two  horses  each  ;  and  chaplains,  for  one  horse. 
That  whenever  an  officer  of  the  army  should  em- 
ploy a  soldier  as  his  servant,  he  should  deduct 
from  his  own  monthly  pay  the  full  amount  paid 
to  or  expended  by  the  Government  per  month  on 
account  of  the  soldier.  That  the  act  to  increase 
the  pay  of  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  in 
the  volunteers,  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
increase  the  emoluments  of  the  commissioned 
officers.  That  the  act  which  authorized  each 
regiment  of  volunteers  to  have  twenty-four  mu- 
sicians for  a  band,  be  repealed.  That  each  bri- 
gade might  have  sixteen  musicians  as  a  band, 
who  should  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  pro- 
vided by  law  for  regimental  bands.  That  in  lieu 
of  the  rate  of  mileage  allowed  to  officers  where 
transportation  in  kind  was  not  furnished  to  them, 
not  more  than  six  cents  per  mile  should  thereafter 
be  allowed,  unless  where  an  officer  was  ordered 
from  a  station  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
one  west  of  the  same  mountains,  or  vice  versa, 
when  ten  cents  per  mile  should  be  allowed.  That 
no  person  should  be  appointed  a  chaplain  who 
was  not  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  some 
religious  denomination,  and  who  did  not  present 
testimonials  of  his  good  standing  as  such  minis- 
ter, with  a  recommendation  for  his  appointment 
as  an  army  chaplain  from  some  authorized  eccle- 
siastical body,  or  not  less  than  fiv.e  accredited 
ministers  belonging  to  said  religious  denomina- 
tion. That  the  compensation  of  chaplains  should 
be  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  and  two  ra- 
tions a  day  when  on  duty ;  and  the  chaplains  of 
the  permanent  hospitals  should  be  nominated  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent ;  and  chap- 
lains employed  at  the  military  posts  should  be 
required  to  reside  at  the  posts,  and  chaplains 
should  be  subject  to  such  rules  in  relation  to 
leave  of  absence  as  were  prescribed  for  officers  of 
the  army.  That  so  much  of  the  law  as  allowed 
forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the 
horses  of  company  officers  of  cavalry,  be  re- 
pealed. That  whenever  an  officer  should  be  put 
under  arrest,  except  at  remote  military  posts, 
the  officer  by  whose  orders  he  was  arrested  should 
see  that  a  copy  of  the  charges  were  served  upon 
him  within  eight  days,  and  that  he  should  be 
brought  to  trial  within  ten  days  thereafter,  un- 
less the  necessities  of  the  service  prevent  such 
trial ;  and  then  he  should  be  brought  to  trial 
\vithin  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  ten 
days  or  the  arrest  should  cease  :  that  if  the  copy 
of  the  charges  were  not  served  upon  the  arrested 
officer,  the  arrest  should  cease ;  but  officers  re- 
leased from  arrest  might  be  tried  whenever  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  permit,  within  twelve 
months ;  and  these  provisions  should  apply  to 


all  persons  under  arrest.      That  whenever  the 
name  of  any  officer  of  the  army  or  marine  corps 
should  have  been  borne  on  the  army  register  or 
naval  register  forty-five  years,  or  he  should  be 
of  the  age  of  sixty-two  3rears,  it  should  be  in  the 
discretion  of  the  President  to  retire  him  from  ac- 
tive service,  and  the  President  was  authorized  to 
assign  him  to  any  appropriate  duty,  and  he  should 
receive  the  full  pay  and  emoluments  of  his  grade 
while  so  assigned.     That  all  contracts  for  the 
purchase  of  goods  should  be  promptly  reported 
to  Congress.     That  no  contract  should  be  trans- 
ferred by  the  party  or  parties  to  whom  such  con- 
tract might  be  given  to  any  other  party,  and  that 
any  such  transfer  should  cause  the  annulment  of 
the  contract.     That  every  person  who  should  fur- 
nish supplies  to  the  army  or  navy  should  be  re- 
quired to  mark  the  same,  with  the  name  or  names 
of  the  contractors,  and  no  supplies  should  be  re- 
ceived unless  so  marked.     That  any  person  who 
should  contract  to  furnish  supplies  for  the  army 
or  navy  should  be  deemed  and  taken  as  a  part 
of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the   government  of  the  land  and   naval  forces. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  dismiss  from  the  mili- 
tary service  either  in  the  army,  navy,  or  marine 
corps,  or  volunteer  force,  any  officer  for  any  cause 
which,  in  his  judgment,  either  rendered  such  of- 
ficer unsuitable  for,  or  whose  dismission  would 
promote  the  public  service.     That  the  President 
should  have  power  to  purchase  cemetery  grounds 
for  the  soldiers  who  should  die  in  the  service. 
That  so  much  of  the  act  of  1861  as  authorized 
the  appointment  of  additional  aids-de-camp,  be 
repealed.     That  the  different  regiments  and  inde- 
pendent'companies  mustered  as  volunteer  engi- 
neers, pioneers,  or  sappers  and  miners,  should  be 
recognized  as   volunteer  engineers,  on  the  same 
footing,  in  all  respects,  in  regard  to  their  organ- 
"zation,  pay,  and  emoluments,  as  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers of  the  regular  army.     That  any  alien,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  who  had 
been  or  might  thereafter  be  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  might  be  admitted  to  become  a 
citizen  without  any  previous  declaration  of  his  in- 
ention  to  become  a  citizen,  and  he  should  not  be 
required  to  prove  more  than  one  year's  residence 
within  the  United  States  previous  to  his  applica- 
tion to   become  such  citizen.     And    that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  Adjutant-General's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  two 
ieutenant-colonels,  and  nine  majors ;    and  the 
grade  of  captain  in  the  department  should  be  abol- 
ished, and  all  vacancies  occurring  in  the  grade  of 
major  should  be  filled  by  selection  from  among 
the  captains  of  the  army.      On  the  eighth,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  as 
provided  for  the  addition  and  promotion  in  the 
Adjutant-General's  office — yeas,    fifteen  ;    nays, 
twenty  ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost.     The  bill 
was  then  passed  without  a  division.       In  the 
House,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Olin  called  up  the 
bill  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  it  was  passed 
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without  a  division,   and  was   approved  by  the 
President  on  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862. 

No.  XXXIX.—  The  Bill  to  facilitate  the  Dis- 
charge of  Disabled  Soldiers  from  the  Army, 
and  'the  Inspection  of  Convalescent  Hospitals 
and  Camps. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  facilitate  the 
discharge  of  disabled  soldiers,  and  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  It  pro- 
posed to  add  to  the  medical  corps  of  the  army 
two  medical  inspectors-general,  and  eight  medi- 
cal inspectors,  to  be  appointed  by  selection  from 
the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  or  from  the  sur- 
geons in.  the  volunteer  service,  without  regard^to 
rank,  but  with  sole  regard  to  qualifications.  It 
provided  that  the  officers  of  the  medical  inspect- 
or's department  should  be  charged  with  the  duty 
of  making  regular  and ,  frequent  inspections  of 
all  military  general  hospitals  and  convalescent 
camps,  and  upon  each  inspection  to  designate  to 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  such  hospitals  or  camps, 
all  soldiers  who  might  be  fit  subjects  for  dis- 
charge from  the  service  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability,  or  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  re- 
turned to  their  regiments  for  duty ;  and  the 
medical  inspecting  officers  were  empowered  to 
direct  the  return  to  duty,  or  the  discharge  from 
the  service,  of  the  soldiers  designated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hale,  the  provision  author- 
izing the  President  to  select  from  the  medical 
corps  of  the  army  or  from  the  volunteer  forces, 
was  stricken  out.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  as,  a  new  section,  that  all  u  three 
years  or  during  the  war"  volunteers,  raised  or 
enlisted  by  the  order  or  under  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  be  entitled  to  the  bounty 
authorized  to  be  paid  to  volunteers  raised  or  re- 
cruited by  the  States  under  existing  laws.  He 
explained  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be,  to 
place  the  "gray  beard"  regiment  of  his  State, 
made  up  of  enlisted  men  over  forty-five  years 
of  age,  upon  the  same  footing  as  other  three 
years  volunteers.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Fessenclen,  Mr.  Grimes  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, with  the  view  of  introducing  it  as  a  new 
bill.  The  bill  was  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr. 
Fessenden,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and  Mr. 
Hale.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden,  it  was 
amended,  by  taking  out  the  words  "  two  medical 
inspectors-general."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  it 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  medical  inspectors  to 
see  that  soldiers,  fit  subjects  for  discharge,  were 
discharged,  or  if  sufficiently  recovered,  returned 
to  their  regiments.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table.  Mr.  Blake,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  not  to  require 
discharges  on  surgeon's  certificates.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Penn- 


sylvania, opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Blake 
withdrew  it.  The  bill  was  then  passed  without 
a  division,  and  was  approved  by  the  President 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  December,  1862. 

No.  XL. —  The  Bill  to  improve  the  Organization 

of  the  Cavalry  Forces. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth  of  December, 
1862,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  improve  the  organization  of  the  cavalry 
forces,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  seven- 
teenth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  without 
amendment.  It  provided  that  thereafter  each 
regiment  of  cavalry  might  have  two  assistant- 
surgeons,  and  that  each  company  of  cavalry 
should  have  from  sixty  to  seventy-eight  pri- 
vates. Mr.  Wilson  explained  that  the  object 
was  to  have  a  minimum  number  in  the  cavalry 
as  in  the  infantry  and  artillery.  The  law  was 
construed  to  require  seventy-eight  privates  in 
each  company  before  organization.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to 
amend,  so  that  "each  company  hereafter  or- 
ganized" should  have  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
eight  privates.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed.  In  the  House,  on  the 
twenty-third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1863. 

No.  XLI. —  The  Bill  to  increase  the  Clerical  and 
other  Force  of  the  Quartermaster- General's 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  January, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  auditors  and  a  solicitor  for 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  to  increase 
the  clerical  force  of  the  Quartermaster-General's 
office.  The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be 
appointed  three  auditors  of  the  quartermaster's 
department,  who  should  each  receive  a  compen- 
sation of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
who  should  perform  such  duties  as  might  be  as- 
signed to  them,  under  the  direction  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General, and  in  his  office,  in  connection 
with  the  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts 
of  money  and  property ;  and  one  solicitor,  at  a 
compensation  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, who  should  be  a  person  of  legal  knowledge 
and  ability,  and  who  should,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Quartermaster-General,  take  charge  of,  and 
advise  the  Quartermaster-General  upon  all  legal 
questions  arising  in  the  service  of  the  quarter- 
master's department.  It  also  provided  that  there 
should  be  added  to  the  clerical  force  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General1 s  office  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty clerks  of  class  one,  and  thirty  copyists,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars.  On 
the  sixteenth,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
was  taken  up,  and  briefly  debated  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Sherman,  and 
Mr.  Pomeroy.  On  the  twenty-third,  the  Senate 
resumed  its  consideration.  Mr.  Harlan  pro- 
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posed  to  amend  the  first  section,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "auditors,"  and  inserting  "as- 
sistant quartermasters-general ;"  but  after  de- 
bate, withdrew  it.  Mr.-  Hale  would  strike  out 
the  first  section,  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  three  auditors  and  one  solicitor.  On  the 
twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  first  section  was  stricken  out,  and 
the  second  section  so  modified  as  to  read  :  "  That 
there  should  be  added  to  the  clerical  and  other 
force  in  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster- General 
four  clerks  of  class  four,  ninety  clerks  of  class 
one,  and  thirty  copyists  and  six  laborers,  at  an 
annual  compensation  of  six  hundred  dollars  each, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War."  Mr. 
Fessenden  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  as  a 
new  section  :  "  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
officers  for  clothing  and  other  military  supplies, 
the  affidavit  of  any  officer  may  be  received,  to 
show  the  loss  of  vouchers,  or  company  boolig,  or 
any  matter  or  circumstance  tending  to  prove 
that  any  apparent  deficiency  was  occasioned  by 
unavoidable  accident  or  loss  in  actual  service, 
without  any  fault  on  his  part ;  or  that  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  such  clothing  and  supplies  had 
been  properly  and  legally  used  and  appropriated; 
and  such  affidavits  may  be  considered  as  evidence 
to  establish  the  facts  set  forth,  with  or  without 
other  evidence,  as  may  seem  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  just  and  proper  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case."  Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  offi- 
cer" the  words,  "  stating  that  he  knows  of  no 
witness  by  whom  he  can  prove  the  same  facts." 
Mr.  Fessenden  objected  to  Mr.  TrumbuU's  amend- 
ment, and  after  debate  withdrew  his  own  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Rice  renewed  .it,  and  Mr.  Trumbull 
renewed  his  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  lost — yeas,  seventeen  ;  nays,  eighteen. 
Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
of  the  original  amendment  the  word  "  officers," 
and  inserting  "commanding  officer  of  a  com- 
pany," and  it  was  agreed  to.  The  amendment 
as  amended  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 
one  ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  bill  as  amended  was 
then  passed,  and  the  title  so  amended  as  to  read : 
"  A  bill  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  clerical 
and  other  force  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Olin, 
of  New-York,  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  Military  Committee,  and  it  was  so  referred. 
Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment.  It  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  February,  1863. 

No.  XLII. —  The  Bill  to  authorize  the  Raising 
of  a  Volunteer  Force  for  the  Defence  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth  of  December, 
1861,  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  raising 
of  a  volunteer  force  for  the  better  defence  of 


Kentucky.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio, 
it  was  so  amended  as  to  subject  the  force  so 
raised  to  "the  rules  and  regulations  of  war." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  its  further  consider- 
ation was  postponed  to  the  sixteenth,  and  on 
that  day  it  was  taken  up,  debated,  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventeenth,  referred  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixteenth  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  an  amendment.  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  proceeded  to  its  considera- 
tion. It  proposed  to  empower  the  Military 
Board  of  Kentucky  to  raise,  and  organize  into 
regiments,  a  volunteer  force  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty thousand  rank  and  file,  to  serve  for  one  year 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property ;  but  at  any  time 
that  it  might  be  necessary,  these  troops  might 
be  employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky 
against  the  enemies  of  the  State  or  of  the 
United  States.  The  officers  and  soldiers  en- 
rolled and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  and  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  other  volunteers  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  for  and  during  the  time  they  might 
be  in  service.  The  Military  Committee  reported, 
as  an  amendment,  a  new  section,  providing  that 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  department  of  which 
Kentucky  might  be  a  part,  the  volunteers  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  by  this  act,  or  any  por- 
tion of  them,  might  attach  themselves  to,  and 
become  part  of  the  body  of  the  three  years  Ken- 
tucky volunteers.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Collamer,  the  bill  was 
further  amended,  so  that  the  officers  and  men 
should  only  be  paid  while  in  "  actual  service." 
After  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Cowan  par- 
ticipated, Mr.  Trumbull  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Howe  took  the 
floor,  and  the  bill  went  over,  and  was  not  again 
called  up  during  that  session. 

On  the  fifth  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Davis 
moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Trumbull, 
after  debate,  withdrew  his  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement,  and  the  bill  was  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  so  as  to  authorize  the  troops 
to  be  raised  by  the  "  Governor"  instead  of  the 
"Military  Board;"  further  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Collamer,  so  as  to  allow  the  troops  to  be 
raised  with  "  the  consent  of  the  President,"  and 
then  on  motion  of  Mr.  .Clark,  recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee.  • 

On  the  eighth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  the  bill 
back,  with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  The  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  reported  by  the  Military 
Committee  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
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ing  clause,  and  insert:  That  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  consent  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  should  have  the  power  to 
raise  and  organize  into  regiments  a  volunteer 
force  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand,  to  serve 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  to  be  employed 
within  the  limits  of  Kentucky  in  repelling  inva- 
sion, suppressing  insurrection,  and  guarding  and 
protecting  the  public  property:  Provided,  that 
at  any  time  it  might  be  necessary,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  these  troops  might  be 
employed  out  of  the  limits  of  Kentucky  against 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  That  the  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  should  be  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned  by  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
provided  the  officers  should  be  entitled  to  pay 
only  when  the  regiments  or  companies  were  filled 
as  required  by  law  and  while  in  actual  service. 
That  the  regiments,  when  raised  and  officered, 
should  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  be  subject  to  the 
command  of  the  President.  That  the  officers  and 
soldiers  thus  enrolled  and  mustered  into  service 
should  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  and  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  other  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other 
emoluments,  except  bounty,  for  and  during  the 
time  they  might  be  in  actual  service  That  a 
portion  of  this  volunteer  corps,  not  exceeding 
two  regiments,  might  be  mounted,  and  armed  as 
mounted  riflemen.  That  the  President  should 
have  power  to  make  such  other  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  organization  of  this  force  as  he 
should  deem  expedient  for  the  interest  of  the 
service.  That  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
President,  the  volunteers  authorized  to  be  raised 
by  this  act,  or  any  portion  of  them,  might  be 
attached  to  and  become  part  of  the  three  years 
Kentucky  volunteers.  Mr.  Harlan  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Governor  of 
Kentucky,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  President," 
so  that  the  President  should  be  authorized  to 
raise  twenty  thousand  one  year's  volunteers  in 
any  State  or  States,  instead  of  authorizing  the 
Governor  of  Kentucky  to  raise  that  number  of 
men  in  that  State.  After  debate,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — yeas,  nineteen ;  nays,  six- 
teen. 

The  Senate,  on  the  twelfth,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  reconsidered  the  vote  on  Mr.  Har- 
lan's  amendment  —  yeas,  twenty-one  ;  nays, 
fourteen.  That  amendment,  and  others  agreed 
to  on  the  ninth,  were  then  rejected.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Davis,  it  was  so  amended  that  the  troops 
should  be  "  raised  within  the  State  of  Kentucky." 
Mr.  Clark  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  one  week-;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  thirteen ;  nays,  twenty-four.  It  was 
then  passed — yeas,  twenty-three ;  nays,  thirteen. 
The  bill  was,  on  the  sixteenth,  referred  by  the 
House  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
On  the  fourth  of  February,  Mr.  Yeaman,  of 
Kentucky,  reported  it  back,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be  con- 


curred in.  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
lost  —  yeas,  twenty-five  ;  nays,  ninety-three. 
Mr.  Olin  moved  the  'previous  question,  and  un- 
der its  operation  the  substitute  of  the  Senate 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  seventh  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1868. 

No.  XLIII. — The  Bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  oj 
the  Commissary  Department. 
In   the   House,  on    the    eighth  of   January, 
1863,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  commissary 
department,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Mil  i tary  Affairs.     Mr.  Mars- 
ton,  of  New-Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, reported  it  back  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  provided  that  there  should  be  added 
to  the  subsistence  department  of  the  army,  by 
regular  promotions  therein,  one  brigadier-general, 
who  should  be  commissary-general  of  subsist- 
ence ;  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  two 
majors  ;  the  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  to  be 
assistant  commissaries-general  of  subsistence; 
and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  above-mentioned 
grades  should  be  filled  by  regular  promotions  in 
the  department. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  proposed 
to  amend  by  adding  to  the  bill,  that  the  vacan- 
cies created  by  the  promotions  therein  author- 
ized might  be  filled  by  selections  from  officers  of 
the  regular  or  volunteer  force  ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  took  it  up  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that  the 
commissary-general,  who  wras  to  have  the  rank 
a  brigadier-general,  should  be  appointed  by  se- 
lection, and  the  other  officers  by  regular  pro- 
motion*  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck, 
Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Howe  opposed  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Wilson  ad- 
vocated it,  not  in  opposition  to  the  promotion  of 
Colonel  Taylor,  the  Commissary- General,  but 
upon  the  ground  that  general  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  selection.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  and  the  amendment.  Mr.  Wil- 
son modified  his  amendment  so  that  the  commis- 
sary-general should  be  selected  from  the  com- 
missary department ;  and  it  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed.  On  the  same  day,  the  House, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Buffinton,  of  Massachusetts, 
concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  it  was  approved  on  the  ninth 
of  February,  1863. 

No.  XLIV. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  facilitate 
the  Payment  of  sick  and  wounded  Soldiers  in 
the  Hospitals  and  Convalescent  Gamps. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to 
facilitate  the  discharge  of  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers in  the  hospitals  and   convalescent  camps, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.     On  the   twentieth,  Mr.  AVilson  re 
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ported  it  back  without  amendment.  It  directed 
the  Paymaster-General  to  take  immediate  mea- 
sures for  the  payment  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  convalescent  camps,  hospitals, 
and  elsewhere,  so  that  they  might  he  fully  paid 
within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Air.  Wilson  asked  for  the  immediate  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution,  and  there  being  no  ob- 
jection, the  Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
Mr.  Fessenden  stated  the  difficulty  to  be  the  want 
of  the  descriptive  lists  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps.  Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  diffi- 
culty grew  out  of  the  want  of  system.  He  want- 
ed to  force  the  pay  department  to  put  its  strength 
upon  the  convalescent  camps  and  hospitals,  have 
every  man's  case  examined,  and  have  him  paid 
in  thirty  days.  Mr.  Grimes  did  not  think  the 
object  could  be  accomplished  in  thirty  days,  if  it 
was  applied  to  the  whole  country ;  and  he  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word 
word  "  thirty"  and  inserting  "  sixty."  Mr.  Ten 
Eyck  oppos'ed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Wilson 
thought  there  was  something  in  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Grimes,  and  he  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  passed. 
On  the  second  of  March,  the  joint  resolution  was 
taken  up  in  the  House  and  passed  ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident approved  it  on  the  third  of  March,  1863. 

No.  XLV. — The  Bill  for  Enrolling  and  Galling 
out  the  National  Forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  reenlist- 
ments,  and  for  the  enrolling  and  drafting  the 
militia,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  On  the  thirty -first,  Mr.  Wilson 
reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute. On  the'fourth  and  fifth  of  February,  the 
bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Trurnbull,  Mr.  Carlisle,  Mr. 
Bayard,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Davis, 
and  Mr.  Doolittle,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  bill  for  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,  in  thirty-six  sections.  The 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  its  consid- 
eration as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, in  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
said: 

u  Sir,  we  have  endeavored-  to  frame  this  great 
measure  for  the  defence  of  the  periled  nation 
against  the  blows  of  armed  treason  so  as  to  bear 
as  lightly  as  possible  upon  the  toiling  masses, 
and  to  put  the  burdens,  as  far  as  we  could  do  so, 
equally  upon  the  more  favored  of  the  sons  of  men. 
It  is  impossible,  in  this  world  of  inequality,  to 
frame  a  measure  of  this  character  to  bear  equally 
upon  all  conditions  of  men  ;  but  this  bill  has 
been  framed  in  the  earnest  desire  to  make  its 
burdens  fall  as  gently  as  possible  upon  the  poor 


and  dependent  sons  of  toil.  But  it  is  a  high  and 
sacred  duty,  resting  alike  upon  all  the  citizens  of 
the  republic,  upon  the  sons  of  toil  and  misfor- 
tune and  the  more  favored  few,  to  labor,  to  suffer, 
ay,  to  die,  if  need  be,  for  their  country.  Never 
since  the  dawn  of  creation  have  the  men  of  any 
age  been  summoned  to  the  performance  of  a  high- 
er or  nobler  duty  than  are  the  men  of  this  gene- 
ration in  America.  The  passage  of  this  great 
measure  will  clothe  the  President  with  ample  au- 
thority to  summon  forth  the  sons  of  the  repub- 
lic to  the  performance  of  the  high  and  sacred 
duty  of  saving  their  country,  now  menaced,  and 
the  periled  cause  of  civilization  and  freedom  in 
America,  and  of  winning  the  lasting  gratitude  ot 
coming  ages,  and  that  enduring  renown  which 
follows  ever  duty  nobly  and  bravely  done.  The 
enactment  of  this  bill  will  give  confidence  to  the 
Government,  strength  to  the  country,  and  joy  to 
the  worn  and  weary  soldiers  of  the  republic 
around  their  camp-fires  in  the  land  of  the  rebel- 
lion. 

"A  brief  analysis  of  the  sections  of  this  mea- 
sure will  exhibit  its  comprehensive  character, 
and  will,  I  am  sure,  commend  its  beneficent 
provisions  to  the  favor  of  Congress  and  of  the 
country. 

u  Section  one  declares  that  all  able-bodied  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  shall  constitute  the 
national  forces,  and  be  liable  to  military  duty  at 
call  of  the  President,  with  certain  exceptions. 

"  Section  two  exempts  the  Vice-President, 
judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United  States ; 
heads  of  departments ;  the  only  son  of  aged  and 
infirm  parents  dependent  upon  him;  or  where 
more  than  one  son,  in  such  cases  the  father  may 
elect  which  shall  be  exempt,  or  the  mother  if  the 
father  is  dead ;  only  brother  of  children  under 
twelve  whose  father  and  mother  are  dead  ;  the  fa- 
ther of  motherless  children  under  twelve,  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support ;  where  there  are  father 
&nd  sons  in  the  same  family  and  household,  and 
two  of  them  are  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

"Section  three  divides  the  forces  not  now  in 
service  into  two  classes.  1.  All  between  eight- 
een and  thirty  years  of  age,  and  all  the  unmar- 
ried between  thirty  and  forty-five.  2.  All  other 
persons  liable  to  do  military  duty ;  and  the  sec- 
ond class  not  to  be  called  into  service  until  after 
the  first  shall  have  been  called. 

"  Section  four  divides  the  United  States  into 
districts,  of  which  the  District  of  Columbia 
forms  one,  each  Territory  one  or  more  as  the 
President  shall  direct,  and  the  remainder  by  the 
congressional  districts,  as  fixed  by  State  laws, 
or  by  the  President  in  States  not  divided  into 
districts. 

"  Section  five  provides  that  the  President  shall 
appoint  a  provost-marsha*!  for  each  district,  with 
the  rank,  pay,  etc.,  of  a  captain  of  cavalry,  the 
whole  to  be  under  a  provost-marshal  general, 
with  rank,  etc.,  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry,  whose 
office  shall  constitute  a  bureau  at  the  seat  of 
Government. 
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"  Section  six  provides  that  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General  shall  make  rules  for  government  of 
subordinates,  furnish  them  the  names  of  desert- 
ers, communicate  all  orders  of  the  President  for 
calling  out  the  national  forces ;  file  copies  of  en- 
rolment lists,  obtain  reports  from  his  subordi- 
nates; audit  all  accounts  connected  with  the 
service  under  his  direction,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  President  prescribes. 

"Section  seven.  The  provost-marshal  is  to 
arrest  and  send  to  the  nearest  military  post  all 
deserters  ;  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  his  supe- 
rior all  treasonable  practices ;  to  seize  and  con- 
fine spies  of  the  enemy ;  and  obey  generally  all 
lawful  regulations  and  orders  of  the  Provost-Mar- 
shal General. 

"  Section  eight  provides  for  a  board  of  enrol- 
ment in  each  district,  of  which  the  provost-mar- 
shal shall  be  president ;  the  others  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  one 
to  be  a  practising  physician  and  surgeon. 

"  Section  nine  provides  that  the  board  shall 
divide  the  districts  into  sub-districts  of  not  ex- 
ceeding two  without  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  before  March  tenth,  and  in  each  al- 
ternate year  thereafter;  to  appoint  an  enrolling 
officer  in  each  sub-district,  and  furnish  blanks, 
etc.  The  officer  to  enroll  all  persons  in  his  sub- 
district  before  April  first,  noting  age,  residence, 
and  occupation,  and  report  to  the  board ;  the 
board  to  consolidate  the  names  into  a  list,  and 
report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General  before  first 
May. 

"Section  ten  provides  for  separate  enrolment 
of  the  classes,  and  that  the  ages  shall  be  reckon- 
ed from  the  first  July  after  enrolment. 

"  Section  eleven.  The  enrolment  is  to  be  for 
two  years,  and  the  enrolled  to  be  liable  to  serve 
three  years,  or  for  the  war,  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  volunteers,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

"  Section  twelve.  In  case  of  call,  the  Presi- 
dent is  to  assign  to  each  district  the  number  of 
men  to  be  furnished  ;  the  board  to  draft  the  re- 
quired number,  and  sixty  per  cent  additional — 
the  drafted  men  to  be  notified  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  and  report  for  duty  within  ten  days. 

u  Section  thirteen.  Men  failing  to  report,  to  be 
treated  as  deserters,  unless  they  show  non-liabil- 
ity to  do  military  duty. 

"  Section  fourteen  provides  for  the  inspection 
of  the  drafted  men  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board, 
and  the  hearing  of  claims  for  exemption  by  the 
board  ;  their  decision  to  be  final  in  all  cases. 

"  Section  fifteen  provides  for  the  trial  and  pun- 
ishment of  surgeons  for  receiving  presents  or 
agreeing  to  receive  any  valuable  thing  for  mak- 
ing a  false  report  or  for  neglecting  to  make  a  re- 
port. Punishment  to  be  fine  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, imprisonment  at  discretion  of  court-martial, 
and  dismissal  from  service. 

"  Section  sixteen  provides  for  the  discharge  of 
those  not  required,  and  payment  of  their  travel- 
ling expenses.  Also  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  draft ;  expenses  of  arresting  and 
returning  deserters ;  provides  against  commuta- 


tion to  the  provost-marshals  except   for  forage, 
and  for  pay  of  clerk  hire,  postage,  stationery,  etc. 

"  Section  seventeen  provides  for  substitutes. 
'"Section  eighteen  provides  for  paying  a  bounty 
of  fifty  dollars  to  all  the  present  volunteers  who 
rcenlist  for  one  year,  one  half  on  reenlistment, 
and  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  reen- 
listment ;  those  who  reenlist  for  two  years,  twen- 
ty-five dollars  of  the  one  hundred  dollar  bounty 
provided  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  relating  to  volunteers. 

"  Section  nineteen  provides  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  companies  in  regiments  of  volunteers  from 
the  same  State,  when  reduced  to  one  half  the 
maximum,  and  for  a  reduction  of  the  officers  in 
such  cases  in  the  same  proportion. 

"  Section  twenty  provides  that  whenever  a  re- 
giment is  reduced  below  the  minimum  allowed 
by  law,  no  officers  shall  be  appointed  beyond  the 
number  necessary  to  command  the  regiment. 

"  Section  twenty-one  repeals  so  much  of  sec- 
tion five  of  the  act  of  July  seventeenth,  1862,  as 
requires  the  approval  of  the  President  to  a  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial  in  case  of  a  spy  or  a  de- 
serter, or  of  mutiny  or  murder,  and  substitutes  the 
approval  of  the  commanding  general  in  the  field. 

"  Section  twenty-two  gives  to  courts-martial 
power  to  punish  absenting  officers  by  reducing 
them  to  the  ranks  for  three  years. 

"  Section  twenty-three  provides  that  soldiers 
shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of  the  clothes,  arms,  etc., 
furnished  by  the  United  States,  but  all  such  ar- 
ticles may  be  seized  by  any  civil  or  military  offi- 
cer and  delivered  to  any  quartermaster. 

"  Section  twenty-four  provides  for  the  punish- 
ment by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months  nor 
more  than  two  years,  for  enticing  a  soldier  to  de- 
sert, for  concealing  or  harboring  or  employing  a 
deserter,  and  for  purchasing  his  arms,  clothing, 
etc.,  and  the  same  penalty  for  any  superintend- 
ent or  conductor  of  any  public  conveyance,  cap- 
tains of  ships,  etc.,  for  carrying  away  or  refusing 
to  deliver  up  any  person  knowing  him  to  have 
deserted. 

"  Section  twenty-five  provides  the  same  pun- 
ishment for  resisting  a  draft,  or  for  counselling  or 
aiding  resistance  to  a  draft,  or  counselling  drafted 
men  not  to  appear  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or 
dissuading  men  from  performing  military  duty. 

"  Section  twenty-six  provides  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that 
soldiers  now  absent  without  leave  may  return 
within  a  time  to  be  specified  by  him  without 
punishment,  except  the  forfeiture  of  their  pay 
and  rations  during  absence  ;  and  those  who  do 
not  return,  to  be  treated  as  deserters. 

"  Section  twenty-seven  provides  for  taking  de- 
positions of  witnesses  not  rasiding  in  the  military 
district  where  the  court  is  held. 

"  Section  twenty-eight  provides  that  the  judge- 
advocate  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  reporter 
to  record  the  proceedings  and  testimony  of  the 
courts-martial. 

"  Section  twenty-nine  provides  for  a  continu- 
ance for  cause  to  either  party,  but  not  to  ex« 
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ceed  sixty  days,  if  the  prisoner  be  in  close  con- 
finement. 

"  Section  thirty.  In  time  of  war,  insurrection, 
and  rebellion,  cases  of  felony,  by  persons  in  mil- 
itary service,  are  to  be  tried  only  by  courts-mar- 
tial, subject  to  the  articles  of  war — the  penalty 
to  be  not  less  than  is  prescribed  in  the  State 
where  the  offence  is  committed. 

"  Section  thirty-one.  Officers  absent  on  leave 
are  to  receive  half-pay  and  allowance,  and  if  ab- 
sent without  leave,  no  pay  and  allowance  during 
such  absence. 

"  Section  thirty-two.  Commanders  of  regi- 
ments and  batteries  in  the  field  to  have  power 
to  grant  furloughs,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  to 
five  per  cent  of  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  for  good  conduct. 

"  Section  thirty-three.  The  President  is  to  as- 
sign drafted  persons  to  any  corps  or  service  which 
exigencies  may  require. 

u  Section  thirty-four.  Details  to  special  service 
are  to  be  made  only  with  consent  of  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  field,  and  no  extra  pay  for 
special  service  to  be  allowed. 

"  Section  thirty-five  rescinds  general  orders  of 
War  Department  Numbers  154  and  162,  and  for- 
bids enlisting  from  the  volunteers  for  regular 
army. 

u  Section  thirtj^-six  provides  compensation  for 
the  grades  in  the  cavalry  service,  not  before  pro- 
vided for,  namely,  regimental  commissary  same 
as  regimental  quartermaster,  chief  trumpeter 
same  as  chief  bugler,  saddler- sergeant  the  same 
as  regimental  commissary-sergeant,  company  com- 
missary-sergeant same  as  company  quartermas- 
ter's sergeant.  Also  provides  that  the  grade  of 
supernumerary  second  lieutenant  and  two  team- 
sters for  each  company,  and  one  chief  farrier  and 
blacksmith  for  each  regiment,  shall  be  abolished  ; 
also,  that  each  company  may  have  two  trumpet- 
ers, to  be  paid  as  buglers ;  one  veterinary  sur- 
gen  to  each  regiment,  at  seventy-five  dollars  per 
month,  and  rank  of  regimental  sergeant-major. 

"Sir,  these  provisions  embodied  in  this  bill  are 
intended  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  country  and 
the  requirements  of  the  military  service.  They 
have  been  incorporated  into  the  bill  after  much 
examination  and  reflection,  and  with  the  appro- 
bation of  several  of  our  most  experienced  military 
men.  I  am  confident  the  enactment  of  this  bill, 
embodying  so  many  provisions  required  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service,  will  weapon  the 
hands  of  the  nation,  fire  the  drooping  hearts  of 
the  people,  thrill  the  wasting  ranks  of  our  legions 
in  the  field,  carry  dismay  into  the  councils  of 
treason,  and  give  assurance  to  the  nations  that 
the  American  people  have  the  sublime  virtue  of 
heroic  constancy  and  endurance  that  will  assure 
the  unity  and  indivisibility  of  the  republic  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Cowan,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  exempt 
Members  of  Congress  from  the  enrolment  and 
draft.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Doolittle,  of 
Wisconsin,  supported  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment. 


Mr.  Wilson  thought  its  adoption  would  weaken 
the  moral  force  of  the  law — he  wanted  every  body 
to  feel  that  this  measure  was  a  necessity,  forced 
upon  us  by  the  needs  of  the  country  ;  that  to  be 
drafted  to  carry  this  country  through  the  im- 
pending struggle  was  the  most  honorable  thing 
that  can  fall  upon  an  American  citizen.  The 
amendment  was  lost  —  yeas,  thirteen;  nays, 
twenty-four. 

Mr.  Cowan  then  moved  to  exempt  Governors, 
Members  of  the  State  legislatures,  and  members 
of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States.  Mr. 
Clark,  of  New-Hampshire,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  "members 
of  the  State  legislatures " — yeas,  twenty-two  ; 
nays,  twenty ;  so  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fessen- 
den,  Mr.  Cowan's  amendment  exempting  the 
members  of  the  judiciary  of  the  several  States 
was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  "justices  of 
the  peace  not  included;"  and  the  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted.  Mr.  Collamer  moved  to 
amend  the  twelfth  section  by  adding,  "  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  the  number  of  men  to 
be  furnished,  the  President  should  take  into  ac- 
count the  number  of  volunteers  or  militia  fur- 
nished from  the  State,  and  allow  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  period  of  their  service,  and  allow 
the  same  to  be  apportioned  equally  among  the 
districts  in  the  State,  and  make  apportionment 
of  the  districts  of  the  several  States  accordingly." 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  include  all  persons  furnished  the  navy  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained.  The  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Grimes, 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  rejected. 
Mr.  Collamer's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Powell  moved  to  exempt  professors  in  col- 
leges and  teachers  in  schools ;  but  the  amendment 
was  rejected  without  a  division.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Collamer, 
which  had  been  agreed  to,  by  adding  "  that  in 
assigning  to  the  districts  in  each  State  the  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  furnished  therefrom,  the  Presi- 
dent should  take  into  account  the  number  of  per- 
sons that  might  thereafter  be  furnished  to  the 
navy,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained ;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the 
thirteenth  section,  and  insert: "that  any  person 
drafted  and  notified  to  appear  as  aforesaid,  may, 
on  or  before  the  day  fixed  for  his  appearance,  fur- 
nish an  acceptable  substitute  to  take  his  place  in 
the  draft,  or  he  may  pay  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  authorize  to  receive  it, 
such  sum,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
as  the  Secretary  may  determine  for  the  procura- 
tion of  such  substitute,  and  thereupon  such  per- 
son so  furnishing  the  substitute  or  paying  the 
money  shall  be  discharged  from  further  liability 
under  that  draft ;  and  any  person  failing  to  re- 
port after  due  service  of , notice  as  herein  pre- 
scribed without  furnishing  a  substitute  or  paying 
the  required  sum  therefor,  shall  be  deemed  a  de- 
serter, and  shall  be  arrested  by  the  provost-mar- 
shal and  sent  to  the  nearest  military  post  for  trial 
by  court-martial,  unless,  upon  proper  showing 
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he  is  not  liable  to  do  military  duty,  the  board  of 
enrolment  shall  relieve  him  from  draft."  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  moved 
to  strike  out  the  third  section,  providing  that  the 
national  forces  should  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
the  first  of  which  should  comprise  all  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty  years,  and  all  unmarried  per- 
sons subject  to  do  military  duty  above  the  age 
of  thirty  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  ;  the 
second  "class  should  comprise  all  other  persons 
subject  to  do  military  duty ;  and  they  should  not, 
in  any  district,  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  until  those  of  the  first  class  should 
have  been  called.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  by  strik- 
ing' out  the  word  "  eighteen "  and  inserting 
"twenty,"  and  striking  out  the  word  "thirty" 
and  inserting  "  thirty-five,"  so  that  the  classes 
would  be  from  twenty  to  thirty-five,  and  from 
thirty-five  to  forty-five ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith's  motion  to  strike  out 
the  third  section  was  lost. 

Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  adding  that  persons  of  foreign  birth  who 
should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention  to 
become  citizens,  and  who  should  have  exercised 
the  privileges  of  citizens  by  voting  in  the  United 
States,  should  be  deemed"  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  act. 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Howard,  of 
Michigan,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  and  re- 
jected. Mr.  Harris,  of  New-York,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding,  "  persons  who,  being 
from  scruples  of  conscience  averse  to  bearing  arms, 
are,  by  the  constitution  of  any  State,  excused 
therefrom."  Mr.  McDougall,  of  California,  de- 
clared that  the  obligation  rested  equally  upon  all, 
and  the  law  should  apply  to  all.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  would  exempt  those  whose  re- 
ligious feelings  would  be  shocked  if  compelled  to 
bear  arms.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New- Jersey,  thought 
the  amendment  did  not  go  far  enough.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  said  the  effect  of  the  amendment 
would  be  unequal  and  unjust.  Mr.  Sumner 
moved  to  modify  Mr.  Harris's  amendment  so  as  to 
exempt  the  clergy.  Mr.  McDougall  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  not  include 
the  Methodist  clergy,  as  they  were  a  fighting 
clergy.  Mr.  Howard  thought  the  loyal  clergy 
were  the  most  fighting  portion  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Wilson  would  not  exempt  lawyers  or  clergy- 
men. Mr.  Davis  would  say  to  all  of  them :  "  Fight, 
pay,  or  emigrate."  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Missouri, 
would  excuse  nobody.  Mr.  Harris  then  withdrew 
his  amendment.  Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  exempt 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.  The  amendment  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Sumner  and  Mr.  Morrill,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  McDougall,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Har- 
ris, and  Mr.  Henderson,  and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended.  The  amendment  exempting  governors 
and  judges  was  lost  —  yeas,  seventeen;  nays, 
nineteen  ;  and  the  amendment  giving  States  credit 
for  persons  furnished  to  the  navy  was  non-con- 
curred in  —  yeas,  eleven  ;  nays,  twenty-five. 


Other  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in.  Mr.  Wilkinson  moved 
to  exempt  members  of  Congress,  governors,  and 
judges  of  the  several  States  ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  sixteen  ;'  nays,  twenty.  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas,  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  classes 
exempted,  the  Vice-President,  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  heads  of  the  various  ex- 
ecutive departments  —  yeas,  fourteen  ;  nays, 
twenty-two  ;  so  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend  by  adding  to 
the  first  section  that  all  able-bodied  male  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  persons  of  foreign  birth, 
who  should  have  declared  on  oath  their  intention 
to  become  citizens,  under  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  laws  thereof,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
cepted,  were  hereby  declared  to  constitute  the 
national  forces — yeas,  twenty-seven  ;  nays,  nine ; 
so  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  the  bill  was  a  good  one,  and 
he  proposed  to  put  it  in  operation  by  adding,  as 
a  new  section,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  and  empowered,  during  the 
present  rebellion,  to  call  forth  the  national  forces 
by  draft  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  this  act. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  eleventh 
section  the  words,  "  three  years  or  during  the 
war,"  and  insert  "  one  year  " — yeas,  ten  ;  nays, 
twenty-six.  Mr.  Harris  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  three  years,"  and  insert  "  two  years ;" 
but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  The  bill  was 
then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
the  Speaker  stated  the  business  to  be  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  bill  for  enrolling  and  calling 
out  the  national  forces.  Mr.  Olin,  of  New-York, 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs.  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  suggested 
that  the  bill  be  read  by  clauses  for  amendment, 
and  that  the  discussion  should  be  confined  to 
amendments.  Mr.  Vallandigham  objected  to  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  Mr.  Wickliflfe,  of  Kentucky, 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  to  com- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Military  Committee,  by  in- 
structing the  Committee  to  report  it  back  with  a 
proviso,  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mander of  troops  at  any  post,  in  any  State,  on 
the  days  of  election  by  the  citizens  of  such  State, 
held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  State  officers,  or 
officers  of  the  United  States,  or  Representatives 
in  Congress,  or  electors  for  the  President  or  Vice- 
President,  to  remove  and  keep  his  troops  at  least 
one  mile  from  the  place  of  voting  during  said 
election.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a 
proviso,  that  no  one  should  be  enrolled  under  this 
act  except  able-bodied  white  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Biddle,  of  Pennsylvania,  did  not 
"  know  a  district  in  Pennsylvania  where  the  Pro- 
vost-Marshal, this  little  military  despot,  can  ex- 
ercise over  free-born  citizens  the  sway  that  is 
claimed  for  him."  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, declared  his  readiness  "  to  vote  the  last  man 
and  the  last  dollar  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  object  before  us.  I  am  ready  to  fight  it  out 
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b}^  land  and  by  sea,  as  long  as  may  be  necessary 
to  crush  out  the  rebels  themselves,  and  all  their 
sympathizers  at  home  and  abroad."  Mr.  Wright, 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  not  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
the  bill,  but  he  thought  some  of  its  provisions  in 
conflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  he  desired  to 
amend  it.  Mr.  Sargent,  of  California,  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill,  "  because  it  distributes  equally  the  bur- 
dens of  the  war,  laying  them  as  well  upon  the 
lukewarm  friends  or  the  open  opponents  of  the 
Government  as  upon  the  true  and  faithful;  be- 
cause it  prevents  the  p6ssibility  of  "demagogues, 
who  seek  the  ruin  of  the  republic,  longer  pre- 
venting the  enlistment  of  soldiers  to  fight  this 
great  battle  of  freedom."  Mr.  Sheffield,  of  Rhode 
Island,  thought  the  law  would  put  to  a  severe  test 
the  loyalty  of  the  people ;  in  their  submission  to 
its  provisions  was  involved  the  question  of  their 
devotion  to  their  country.  Mr.  White,  of  Ohio, 
bitterly  denounced  the  bill  as  an  arbitrary  meas- 
ure. Mr.  Vallandigham  denounced  the  bi  1  as  a 
measure  "  to  abrogate  the  Constitution,  to  repeal 
all  existing  laws,  to  destroy  all  rights,  to  strike 
down  the  judiciary,  and  erect  upon  the  ruins  of 
civil  and  political  liberty  a  stupendous  superstruc- 
ture of  despotism."  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Vallandigham  in  a  speech  of  great 
power.  Mr.  Voorhees,  of  Indiana,  declared  that 
the  administration  would  deceive  the  country  no 
more,  nor  coerce  or  intimidate  it  with  its  measures. 

On  the  twenty -fourth,  the  debate  was  resumed 
by  Mr.  Mai  lory,  of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
declared  that  the  necessity  was  upon  us  to  pass  a 
bill  of  this  character.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
measure  with  some  amendments.  Mr.  Steele,  of 
New- York,  objected  to  the  bill  "  as  one  of  a 
series  of  measures  which  centralize  power  in  .the 
Federal  Government."  Mr.  S.  C.  Fessenden,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Kelley,  of  Pennsylvania,  advocat- 
ed the  measure,  and  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Norton,  of  Missouri,  opposed  it.  On  the  twenty- 
fifth,  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the 
debate  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill :  "  You 
die,"  he  said,  "  without  this  measure  ;  you  can 
no  more  with  it,  except  you  die  as  cowards  die, 
many  times."  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  fol- 
lowed in  opposition  to  the  measure.  "A  negro 
army,"  he  declared,  "is  a  weakness  in  your 
country.  It  unnerves  the  white  man's  hand  ;  it 
unnerves  the  white  man's  heart.  White  men 
will  not  fight  by  the  side  of  negroes." 

Mr.  Olin  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  seventh  section  the  words,  "  to  inquire 
into  and  report  to  the  Provost-Marshal  General 
all  treasonable  practices  ;  to  detect,  seize,  and 
confine  spies  of  the  enemy,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  "  To  detect,  seize,  ai^d  confine  spies  of 
the  enemy,  who  shall,  without  unreasonable  de- 
lay, be  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  general 
commanding  the  district  in  which  they  may  be 
arrested,  to  be  tried  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  | 
the  service  permit ;"  and  the  amendment  was 


agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Olin  the  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  all 
persons  who,  in  time  of  war  or  of  rebellion 
against  the  supreme  authority  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  found  lurking  or  acting  as  spies 
in  or  about  any  fortification,  post,  or  encampment 
of  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  triable  by  military  commis- 
sion, and,  upon  conviction,  should  suffer  death. 
Mr.  Cox  moved  to  insert  the  word  "white"  be- 
fore "able-bodied."  Mr.  Lovejoy  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas, 
fifty-two ;  nays,  eighty-five. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  as  a  substitute  a  new  bill  of  eleven  sec- 
tions— yeas,  forty-five ;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
seven ;  so  Mr.  Holman' s  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and 
fifteen;  nays,  forty-eight. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House  amendments.  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Dela- 
ware, moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill,  and  spoke  at  length  against  its  provisions. 
Mr.s  McDougall,  of  California,  followed  in  support 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Turpie,  of  Indiana,  declared 
that  "the  opposition  to  this  measure  was  made 
because  it  was  palpably  in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States."  Mr.  Carlisle 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Hicks, 
of  Maryland,  spoke  for  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, of  the  same  State,  against  it.  Mr.  Davis 
and  Mr.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Richardson, 
of  Illinois,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Delaware,  spoke 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  question  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  Bayard's  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  it,  and  it  was  lost — yeas,  eleven  ;  nays, 
thirty-five.  The  several  amendments  of  the 
House  were  then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 

No.  XLVI. — The  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled 
''''An  Act  to  authorize  the  Employment  of 
Volunteers  to  aid  in  Enforcing  the  Laws,  and 
Protecting  Public  Property"  approved  July 
twenty -second,  1861. 

In  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1863,  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volun- 
teers, approved  the  twenty-second  of  July,  1861. 
The  bill  provided  that  every  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer, private,  or  other  person  who  had  been,  or  might 
thereafter  be,  discharged  from  the  army  within  two 
years  from  the  date  of  his  enlistment,  by  reason 
of  wounds  received  in  battle,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  was  granted,  or 
might  be  granted,  to  the  same  class  of  persons 
who  were  discharged  after  a  service  of  two  years. 
It  was  read  three  times,  engrossed,  and  passed 
without  a  division.  In  the  House,  on  the  second 
of  March,  it  was  taken  up  and  passed.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 
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No.  XLYII. — The  Joint  Resolution  giving  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  William 
S.  JSosecrans  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under 
his  Command,  for  their  Gallantry  and  Good 
Conduct  in  the  Battle  of  Hurfreesboro,  Ten- 
nessee. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1863, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution,  giving 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  William 
S.  Rosecrans,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee. 

On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment.  It  presents  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  William  S.  Rose- 
crans, and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  distinguished  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesboro, Tennessee,  where  they  achieved  a  sig- 
nal victory  for  our  arms ;  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  the 
foregoing  resolution  to  be  communicated  to  Major- 
General  Rosecrans,  in  such  terms  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  it. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
son called  up  the  resolution,  which  had  not  been 
acted  upon  because  the  official  report  of  the  bat- 
tle had  not  been  received.  The  report  had  been 
received,  and  the  resolution  was  taken  up  and 
passed. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  second 
of  March,  took  up  and  passed  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  approved  on  the  third  of  March, 
1863. 

No.  XLVIIL— The  Bill  providing  for  the  Or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Corps. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  a  Signal  Corps  to  serve  during 
the  war,  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  the  report  accompanying  it.  On 
the  nineteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  In- 
diana, the  bill  was  taken  up,  considered  and 
passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  second  of  March,  the  bill 
was  taken  up  and  read  twice ;  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  McPherson,  it  was  amended  by  adding  five 
new  sections,  providing,  that  paymasters  be  re- 
quired, when  informed  by  soldiers  of  the  loss 
of  allotment  checks,  to  forward  the  information 
to  the  United  States  Sub-Treasurer  in  the  city 
of  New-York.  That  there  may  be  appointed  fifty 
surgeons  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  assistant- 
surgeons  of  volunteers.  That  section  two  of  the 
act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled  u  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
property  lest  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,"  should  be  construed  to  in- 
clude steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and  railroad 
engines  and  cars.  That  no  steamboat,  nor  the 
master  or  owner  of  any  steamboat,  should  be 


liable  to  any  of  the  penalties  prescribed  by  exist- 
ing laws,  nor  be  liable  to  any  person  or  persons 
for  any  injury  or  damage  that  may  result,  for 
transporting  gunpowder,  or  any  materials  which 
ignite  by  friction,  or  oils  or  other  explosive  burn- 
ing fluids,  when  such  transportation  should  be 
done  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  That  that 
part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  to  authorize 
the  employment  of  volunteers,  approved  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  which  secures  to  the  widows 
of  such  volunteers  as  die  or  may  be  killed  in 
service,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  should 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  widow  of  any 
soldier  dying  or  killed  in  service  who  may  have 
wilfully,  maliciously,  and  without  just  provoca- 
tion, deserted  her  husband  before  he  entered  such 
service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana, 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  provide,  that  the 
laws  heretofore  passed  relating  to  the  pay  of  the 
volunteers  and  militia  called  into  the  service  since 
the  first  day  of  April,  1861,  should  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  allow  payment  to  such  volunteers 
and  militia  to  commence  as  follows :  to  the  en- 
listed men  from  the  date  of  their  individual  en- 
rolment or  enlistment,  and  to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  from  the  date  at  which  they  were 
mustered  into  service,  the  date  of  their  entering 
upon  actual  service  in  the  field,  or  the  date  of  the 
organization  of  their  respective  companies  or  regi- 
ments, in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  general 
orders  of  the  War  Department,  whichever  of  those 
dates  should  in  point  of  time  first  occur. 

Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  moved  'to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  the 
pay  of  privates  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
should,  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1863,  be 
fifteen  dollars  per  month;  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  eighty-four ;  nays,  forty-six.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  further 
amended  by  adding  three  sections,  providing 
that  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
the  Surgeon-General  be  authorized  to  purchase 
one  or  more  site  or  sites  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing suitable  hospital  buildings  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  poor,  disabled,  discharged  soldiers  of 
the  army  or  of  the  volunteer  "service,  and  to  be 
paid  for,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  improvements 
and  buildings,  out  of  the  appropriation  of  two 
million  dollars  made  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army,"  approved  fifth  July,  1862.  That  the  Presi 
dent,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Surgeon-General 
were  authorized  to  make  rules  and  regulations  as 
to  the  management,  control,  and  superintendence 
of  said  hospitals.  That  the  soldiers  who  may  be 
entitled,  under  rules  and  regulations,  to  be  placed 
in  the  hospitals,  should  be  fed,  clothed,  and  care- 
fully provided  for,  at  the  cost  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  they  were  dis- 
abled and  incompetent  to  procure  a  living,  or  had 
not  the  means  of-  s<*lf-support :  Provided,  that  no 
soldier  during  the  time  he  might  reside  in  the 
said  hospital  or  home  should  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive any  pension.  The  bill,  as  amended,  was 
then  passed.  The  amendments  of  the  House 
were  not  acted  upon  by  the  Senate. 


DOCUMENTS. 


49 


No.  XLIX.— The  Bill  authorizing  the  Brevetting 

of  Volunteer  Officers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1863,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  bre- 
vetting  of  volunteer  and  other  officers,  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  the  twen- 
ty-fifth, the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  It  proposed  to 
authorize  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  brevet  rank 
upon  such  commissioned  officers  of  the  volun- 
teer and  other  forces  in  the  United  States  service 
as  had  been,  or  might  thereafter  be,  distinguish,- 
ed  by  gallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct; 
which  rank  should  not  entitle  them  to  any  in- 
crease of  pay  or  emoluments.  The  bill  was  passed 
without  amendment.  In  the  House,  on  the  sec- 
ond of  March,  it  was  taken  up,  read  three  times, 
and  passed  without  amendment,  and  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  third  day  of  March,  1863. 

No.  L. — The  Bill  to  promote  the  Efficiency  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  House,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  1862, 
Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote  the 
e^ciency  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  of  the 
commissary  department,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  its  further  consideration  postponed.  On  the 
twenty-fourth,  it  was  considered  and  recommitted, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dunn,  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, with  leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the 
ninth  of  July,  Mr.  Dunn  reported  it  back  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed.  The  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  re- 
ferred it  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  no  action 
was  taken  at  that  session. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  reorganize  the 
corps  of  engineers,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  sev- 
enteenth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  back  with  an 
amendment.  It  was  taken  up  for  consideration 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  It  proposed  to  abolish  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  and  to  merge  it 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  were  to  have 
one  chief  engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emol- 
uments of  a  major-general ;  two  inspectors-gen- 
eral of  fortifications,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  brigadier-generals  ;  five  colonels, 
ten  lieutenant-colonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty 
captains,  thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second 
lieutenants.  The  general  officers  provided  were 
to  be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
officers  of  all  lower  grades  were  to  take  rank  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  dates  of  commission  in 
the  existing  corps  of  engineers  or  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers.  No  officer  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  was  thereafter  to  be  promoted  to  a 
higher  grade  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory 
examination  before  a  board  of  three  engineers, 
senior  to  him  in  rank  ;  and  should  the  officer  fail 
at  the  examination,  he  was  to  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  should  be  ree'x- 
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amined,  and,  upon  a  second  failure,  should  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  as 
an  amendment  that  there  should  be  added  to  the 
ordnance  department,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  two 
majors,  four  captains,  four  first  lieutenants,  and 
eight  second  lieutenants.  That  there  should  be 
added  to  the  officers  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, by  regular  promotion,  one  colonel,  four 
lieutenant-colonels,  and  eight  majors  ;  that  the 
increase  of  rank  and  officers,  and  in  the  number 
of  officers  provided  in  sections  four  and  five  of 
the  act  should  continue  only  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  rebellion,  and  one  year  thereafter. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding,  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
confer  upon  the  senior  officer  of  the  marine  corps, 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral in  lieu  of  the  office  of  colonel  commandant, 
and  that  the  office  of  colonel  commandant  be 
abolished ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 
yeas,  seven,  nays,  twenty-eight.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kennedy  was 
reconsidered ;  but  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 
two  ;  nays,  thirteen.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  as  he  could  not  vote  for 
it  after  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  amend- 
ment ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fourteen, 
nays,  twenty.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  then  recommitted,  and  not  again  re- 
ported. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first  of  January, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported the  House  bill  referred  to"  the  Committee 
on  the  eleventh  of  June,  1862.  On  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  re- 
committed ;  and  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  with  an  amendment  as  a 
substitute. 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  substitute.  It  proposed  to  strike 
out  all  of  the  House  bill  and  insert :  "  That  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineers,  as  a  distinct 
branch  of  the  army,  is  abolished,  arid  is  merged 
into  the  corps  of  engineers,  which  shall  have  one 
chief-engineer,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu-- 
ments  of  a  brigadier-general ;  four  colonels,  ten 
lieutenant-colonels,  twenty  majors,  thirty  cap- 
tains, thirty  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieu- 
tenants. That  the  general  officer  provided  shall 
be  selected  from  the  corps  of  engineers  as  estab- 
lished, and  that  officers  of  all  lower  grades  shall 
take  rank  according  to  their  respective  dates  of 
commission  in  the  existing  corps  of  engineers  or 
corps  of  topographical  engineers.  That  no  officer 
of  the  corps  of  engineers,' below  the  rank  of  a  field- 
officer,  shall  hereafter  be  promoted  to  a  higher 
grade,  before  having  passed  a  satisfactory  ex- 
amination before  a  board  of  three  engineers,  se- 
nior to  him  in  rank  ;  and  should  the  officer  fail  at 
said  examination,  he  shall  be  suspended  from 
promotion  for  one  year,  when  he  shall  be  reex- 
amined,  and,  upon  a  second  failure,  shall  be 
dropped  by  the  President  from  the  army.  That 
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there  shall  be  added  to  the  ordnance  department, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  two  majors,  four  captains, 
four  first  lieutenants,  and  eight  second  lieuten- 
ants ;  the  additional  officers  herein  authorized  to 
be  appointed  by  promotion,  so  far  as  the  present 
officers  of  the  ordnance  corps  will  permit ;  and 
the,  residue  to  be  appointed  by  transfers  from 
other  regiments  or  corps  of  the  army.  That 
there  be  added  to  the  officers  now  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  army,  by  regular  pro- 
motion therein,  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant-col- 
onels, and  four  majors,  who  shall  have  the  same 
rank  in  said  department  as  other  officers  of  like 
grade  therein.  That  the  increase  of  rank  of  offi- 
cers and  in  the  number  of  officers  provided  for 
in  this  act  shall  continue  only  during  the  exist- 
once  of  the  present  rebellion  and  one  year  there- 
after ;  excepting,  however,  the  ordinary  increase 
of  grade  by  ordinary  promotion,  independent  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act.  That  section  two  of 
the  act  approved  March  third,  1849,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,'  shall  be  construed 
to  include  steamboats  and  other  vessels,  and 
'railroad  engines  and  cars,'  in  the  property  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  for  when  destroyed  or  lost 
under  the  circumstances  provided  for  in  said  act. 
That  the  forces  authorized  to  be  received  into -the 
service  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  approv- 
ed the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  entitled  *  An 
act  to  amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion,  approved  February 
twenty-eighth,  1795,  and  the  act  amendatory 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,'  shall  be  officer- 
ed by  persons  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President,  and  governed  by  the  rules  and  ar- 
ticles of  war.  That  all  payments  of  advance 
bounty  made  to  enlisted  men  who  have  been  dis- 
charged before  serving  out  the  term  required  by 
law  for  its  payment  in  full,  shall  be  allowed  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  paymasters 
at  the  treasury  ;  but  hereafter,  in  all  such  cases, 
the  amount  so  advanced  shall  be  charged  against 
the  enlisted  men,  unless  the  discharge  be  upon 
surgeon's  certificate  for  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness incurred  since  their  last  enlistment.  That 
upon  any  requisition  hereafter  being  made  by  the 
President  for  militia,  any  person  who  shall  have 
volunteered  or  been  drafted  for  the  service  for 
the  term  of  nine  months,  or  a  shorter  period, 
may  enlist  into  a  regiment  from  the  same  State 
to  serve  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  any  person 
so  enlisting  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a 
bounty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  time  and 
manner  provided  by  the  act  of  July  twenty-se- 
cond, 1861,  for  the  payment  of  the  bount}*"  pro- 
vided for  by  that  act."  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
strike  out  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections,  relating  to 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  the  contin- 
uance of  the  ranks  of  officers  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-two,  nays,  fourteen.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  the  substitute  was  amend- 
ed, by  adding,  that  no  officer  of  the  ordnance  de- 


partment below  the  rank  of  field-officer  should 
be  promoted  or  commissioned  to  a  higher  grade, 
nor  should  any  officer  of  the  army  be  commis- 
sioned as  an  ordnance  officer,  until  he  should 
have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  before  a 
board  of  not  less  than  three  ordance  officers,  se- 
nior to  himself  in  rank.  Mr.  Harris  moved  to 
amend  the  substitute,  so  as  to  increase  the  cap- 
tains and  first  lieutenants  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, "  eight"  each  instead  of  *'  four"  each  ;  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Anthony  moved  to  add  an  additional  sec- 
tion, relieving  the  members  of  the  Friends  from 
draft;  and  he  supported  his  amendment  in  an 
earnest  speech.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  Mr.  Cowan,  and 
lost — yeas,  fourteen ;  nays,  twenty-two.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  substitute  was  amended, 
by  adding  four  new  sections,  providing  that  the 
officers  of  the  medical  department  should  unite 
with  the  line  officers  of  the  army  in  supervising 
the  cooking  within  the  same,  as  an  important 
sanitary  measure,  and  that  it  should  promulgate 
to  its  officers  such  regulations  and  instructions 
as  might  tend  to  insure  the  proper  proportion  of 
the  ration  of  the  soldier.  That  cooks  should  be 
detailed  in  turn  from  the  privates  in  each  com- 
pany of  troops  in  the  service,  at  the  rate  of  one 
cook  for  each  company  numbering  less  than  thir- 
ty men,  and  two  cooks  for  each  company  num- 
bering over  thirty  men,  who  should  serve  ten 
days  each.  That  the  President  should  be  author- 
ized to  cause  to  be  enlisted  for  each  cook  two 
under-cooks  of  African  descent,  who  should  re- 
ceive for  their  full  consideration  ten  dollars  per 
month,  and  one  ration  per  day ;  three  dollars  of 
said  monthly  pay  might  be  in  clothing.  That  the 
army  rations  should  hereafter  include  pepper,  in 
the  proportion  of  four  ounces  for  every  one  hun- 
dred rations. 

Mr.  Sherman  moved  to  amend,  by  providing 
that  the  increase  of  the  rank  and  number  of  of- 
ficers should  continue  only  during  the  rebellion 
and  one  year  after;  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the  substitute, 
providing  that  the  colored  troops  should  be  offi- 
cered by  men  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  President.  The  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  and  re- 
jected. The  substitute  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  a  sec- 
tion repealing  the  three  hundred  dollar  commu- 
tation clause  of  the  enrolment  act  not  then  ap- 
proved. After  debate  it  was  rejected — yeas,  ten; 
nays,  twenty-five.  Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend, 
by  adding  a  section  declaring  that  no  negro,  free 
or  slave,  should  be  enrolled  in  the  military,  ma- 
rine, or  naval  service  of  the  United  States  ;  but 
it  was  rejected — yeas,  twelve;  nays,  twenty- 
three.  Mr.  Powell  then  moved  that  no  person 
of  African  descent  should  be  commissioned  or 
hold  an  office  in  the  army — yeas,  eighteen  ;  nays, 
seventeen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  to  Mr.  Powell's  amendment, 
the  words  u  except  company  officers  in  coiiipa 
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nies  composed  exclusively  of  persons  of  African 
descent;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  nineteen;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Wilson 
said  be  was  satisfied  that  the  bill  would  not  go 
through  Congress  with  the  section  in  it,  and  he 
moved  to  strike  it  out,  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Richardson  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  order- 
ed, and  resulted — yeas,  twenty-six  ;  nays,  ten. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  title  was  amended 
so  as  to  read :  "An  act  to  promote  the  efficiency 
of  the  corps  of  engineers  and  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, and  for  other  purposes."  The  House 
concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  ;  so 
the  bill  was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  third  of  March,  1863. 

No.  LT. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Number  of  Ma- 

jor- Generals  and  Brigadier-Generals. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1863, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  to  authorize 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  major-generals  and 
brigadier  generals,  which  was  read  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading.  On  the  eleventh,  the  Senate, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  It  authorized  in  addition 
to  the  four  major-generals  and  nine  brigadier- 
generals  for  the  regular  army,  and  the  forty  ma- 
jor-generals and  two  hundred  brigadier-generals 
for  the  volunteer  service,  the  appointment  of 
thirty  major-generals  and  seventy  brigadier-gen- 
erals of  volunteers.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Carlisle  opposed 
its  passage. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Fessenden  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  thirty  "  and  insert  "  twen- 
ty," as  the  number  of  major-generals,  and  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  seventy  "  and  insert  "  fifty," 
as  the  number  of  brigadier-generals.  The 
amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 
Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Rice,  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Kansas,  and  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-foilr  ; 
nays,  thirteen. 

Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding  at 
the  end  of  the  bill  the  words,  "  beyond  which 
number  as  authorized  by  this  act  and  the  laws 
herein  referred  to,  no  general  shall  be  appointed 
in  any  branch  of  the  public  service  ;"  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Powell  mgved 
to  recommit  it  to  the  Military  Committee ;  but  the 
motion  was  rejected.  The  bill  was  then  passed — 
yeas,  twenty-two ;  nays,  fourteen. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first,  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  McPher- 
son,  from  that  Committee,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee  was  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  twenty  "  and  insert  "  forty,"  so  as  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  major-generals  forty  in- 
stead of  twenty  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
eighty-eight;  nays,  fifty-three.  The  second 


amendment  was  to  increase  the  number  of  bri- 
gadier-generals one  hundred  instead  of  fifty,  as 
proposed  by  the  Senate  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  ninety-one  ;  nays,  forty-eight.  The  third 
amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  forbidding  the 
appointment  of  any  generals  not  provided  for 
by  law ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  seventy  ; 
nays,  sixty-seven.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  that  the  President  should  appoint  no 
one  except  for  gallant  and  'meritorious  service  in 
the  field  ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  ninety-two  ;  nays,  forty -one.  The  bill  was 
then  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and  two  ;  nays, 
thirty-five. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentjr-seventh,  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
House  amendment,  and  ask  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Cowan,  and  Mr.  Latham  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  McPherson,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
House  insisted  on  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr. 
McPherson,  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Mai- 
lory,  of  Kentucky,  managers  on  its  part. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson  from  the  committee 
of  conference  reported  that  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  first  amendment  of  the  House,  to  increase  the 
number  of  major-generals  "  forty  "  instead  of 
u  twenty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  num- 
ber "  thirty ;"  that  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  to  increase  the  number 
of  brigadier-generals  "  one  hundred  "  instead  of 
"  fifty,"  with  an  amendment  making  the  number 
"seventy-five;"  that  the  Senate.concur  in  (J;ie 
third  amendment  of  the  House,  striking  out  the 
words,  *'  forbidding  the  appointment  of  any  gen- 
erals not  provided-  for  by  law  ;"  and  that  the 
Senate  concur  in  the  fourth  amendment  of  the 
House  with  an  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  read : 
"  That  the  officers  to  be  appointed  under  this  act 
shall  be  selected  from  those  who  have  been 
conspicuous  for  gallant  or  meritorious  conduc^ 
in  the  line  of  duty."  The  Senate  concurred  in 
the  report. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson, from  the  committee  of  conference,  made 
a  report.  Mr.  Cox  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table — yeas,  thirty;  nays,  eighty-five;  so 
the  House  refused  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
The  report  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  1863. 

No.  LIT. — TJie  Joint  Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Ma-  § 
jor- General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the  Officers' 
and  Soldiers  who  have  fought  under  his  Com- 
mand during  the   Rebellion;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
cause  a  Medal  to  he  struck,  to  be  presented  to 
Major-  General  Grant  in  the  name  of  the  People 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  1863, 
Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent introduced  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to 
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Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  during  the  re- 
bellion, and  providing  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  should  cause  a  medal  to  be  struck, 
to  be  presented  to  Major-General  Grant  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  Senate,  it  was  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee,  and  on  the  sixteenth,  Mr.  Wilson  re- 
ported it  without  amendment.  The  resolution 
directs  "  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
to  Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  through 
him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fought 
under  his  command  during  this  rebellion,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  battles 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged  ;  and  requests 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  a 
gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with  suitable  emblems, 
devices,  and  inscriptions,  to  be  presented  to  Ma- 
jor-General Grant.  When  the  medal  shall  have 
been  struck,  the  President  is  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  on  parch- 
ment; and  to  transmit  it,  together  with  the  medal, 
to  Major-General  Grant,  to  be  presented  to  him 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  A  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect  is  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated." Mr.  Wilson  asked  that  the  joint  re- 
solution should  be  put  upon  its  passage.  Mr. 
Fessenden  asked  if  the  Military  Committee  had 
made  "  any  examination  to  ascertain  what  sum 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  resolution  into 
effect."  Mr.  Wilson  replied  that  "  the  Committee 
did  not  know  what  sum  it  would  be  necessary  to 
appropriate,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  authorities."  The 
joint  resolution  was  then  unanimously  passed, 
and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  seventeenth 
of  December,  1863. 

No.  LITI. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  supply  in 
part  Deficiencies  in  Appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lic Printing,  and  to  supply  Deficiencies  in  the 
Appropriations  for  Bounties  to  Volunteers. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  supply 
in  part  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
public  printing,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  bounties  and  premiums. to  vol- 
unteers, which  was  read  twice,  committed'  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  special 
order  for  two  o'clock  of  that  day.       The  joint 
resolution  appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  public  print- 
'ing,  and  twenty  million  dollars  for  the  payment 
of  bounties,  advance  pay,  and  premiums,  for  sol- 
diers who  volunteered  or  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.     At  two  o'clock  the  House, 
on    motion   of  Mr.    Stevens,   resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.   Fen  ton,  of  New- 
York,  in  the  chair.     After  debate,  in   which   Mr. 
Stevens,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Gartield,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Mr.  Spulding,  Mr.  Kelley, 


and  Mr.  Strouse  participated,  the  committee,  on 
motion,  rose  to  terminate  the  debate. 

Mr.  Harding,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding,  as  a  provision,  that  no  part  of  the 
money  aforesaid  should  be  applied  to  the  rais- 
ing, arming,  equipping,  or  paying  of  negro  sol- 
diers. Mr.  Schenck  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
resulted — yeas,  forty-one ;  nays,  one  hundred 
and  five  ;  so  the  amendment  was  lost.  The  joint 
resolution  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "  and  premiums  for 
soldiers  volunteering  or  enlisting  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read:  " That  the  sum  of  twenty  million  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  required,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  bounties  and  advance  pay."  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Fessenden  then  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  adding  a  proviso,  that 
no  bounties,  except  such  as  w.ere  provided  by 
law,  should  be  paid  to  any  person  enlisted  after 
the  fifth  day  of  January,  1865.  After  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr!  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  participated,  the  vote  was 
taken  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  thirty-five  ;  nays,  nine.  Mr.  Wilson  moved 
to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section,  that  the 
money  paid  by  drafted  persons  should  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  should 
be  drawn  out  on  requisitions,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  public  moneys.  The  money  so  paid  should 
be  kept  in  the  treasury  as  a  special  deposit,  ap- 
plicable only  to  the  expenses  of  draft  and  for  the 
procuration  of  substitutes,  for  which  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution  as  amended 
was  passed. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendments,  and 
the  joint  resolution  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  1863. 

No*.  LIY. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  drop  from 
the  Rolls  of  the  Army  unemployed  General 
Officers. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  drop  from 
the  rolls  of  the  army  unemployed  general  officers, 
which  was  read  twice  and  made  the  special  order 
for  the  fifteenth  of  March.  On  the  sixteenth,  the 
resolution  was  taken  up,  debated,  and  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Kernan,  of  New-York.  The  House,  on  the  sev- 
enteenth, on  motion  of  Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  post- 
poned the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
to  the  sixth  of  April.  On  the  eleventh  of  May, 
it  was  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendments  of  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Kernan. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cox  provided  that  when- 
ever any  officer  should  demand  a  court  of  in- 


DOCUMENTS. 


53 


quiry,  such  court  should  be  convened  ;  and  if  the 
court  find  him  competent  to  command  in  the 
rank  to  which  he  is  entitled,  he  should  be  re- 
stored. The  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas,  forty-six  ;  nays,  sixty-nine.  Mr.  Kernan's 
amendment  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  officers,  to  consist  of  three  major-gen- 
erals, three  brigadier-generals,  and  three  colonels, 
to  examine  into  the  competency,  fitness,  and  effi- 
ciency for  command  of  major-generals  and  briga- 
dier-generals, who  should  not  be  in  the  perform- 
ance of  duty  on  the  first  of  July,  '1864.  The 
amendment  was  lost — yeas,  seventy-two  ;  nays, 
forty-five.  It  was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  not  reported. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  December, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  drop  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army  unemployed  major-generals  and  bri- 
gadier-generals, which  was  read  twice  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee.  On  the  fourteenth, 
Mr.  Schenck  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass.  It  provided  that  all  major  and  brigadier- 
generals  in  the  military  service,  who  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  February,  1865,  should  not  be  in 
the  performance  of  duty  or  service  corresponding 
to  their  respective  grades  or  rank,  and  who  should 
not  have,  been  engaged  in  such  duty  or  service 
for  three  months  continuously  next  prior  to  that 
date,  should  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army.  That  thereafter,  continuously,  until  the 
termination  of  the  war,  on  'the  last  day  of  each 
month,  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  1865, 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  should  be  made  applicable 
to  any  general  officer  in  the  military  service,  who 
should  not,  on  the  last  day  of  any  month,  have 
been  engaged  in  the  performance  of  duty  or  serv- 
ice corresponding  to  his  proper  rank  for  three 
months  consecutively,  then  next  preceding.  Mr. 
Eldridge,  of  Wisconsin,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  the  bill 
passed — yeas,  ninety-nine  ;  na}Ts,  thirty-eight. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-se- 
cond, Mr.  Wilson  reported,  that  "  the  Committee 
are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  economy, 
justice,  and  the  efficiency  and  general  interests  of 
the  military  service  alike  demand  that  where  gen- 
eral officers  in  the  regular  and  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  are  found  to  be  unfit  for 
commands,  and  who  are  consequently  unemployed 
or  employed  on  duty  not  corresponding  to  their 
rank,  they  should  be  mustered  out  of  the  service, 
and  that  the  vacancies  thus  created  should  be 
filled  by  new  promotions  and  appointments,  in 
order  that  the  officers  of  an  inferior  grade  who 
are  performing  the  duties  proper  to  such  general 
officers  may  be  promoted  to  the  rank  and  receive 
the  pay,  allowances,  and  emoluments  of  such  gen- 
eral officers.  But  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  no  fixed,  inflexible  rule  of  discrimination, 
such  as  is  embodied  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  could  be  adopted  and 
executed  consistently  with  equal  and  exact  just- 
ice toward  individual  officers,  and  with  the  inter- 1 


j  ests  of  the  military  service  of  the  country.  Just- 
ice and  the  public  interests  demand  that  the  pow- 
er to  muster  general  officers  out  of  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  be  exercised  with  much 
discrimination  and  care.  The  power  of  removal 
and  the  responsibility  of  action  being  now  fully 
and  completely  vested  in  the  President,  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  report  against  the  passage  of 
the  j-oint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives." On  the  sixth  of  January,  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. The  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill 
was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Howe, 
and  Mr.  Farwell.  The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 
eight  ;  nays,  eight. 

No.  LV. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-  General  Joseph, 
Hooker,  and  Mayor- General  George  G.  Meade, 
and  Major-General  Oliver  0.  Howard^  and 
the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Joseph  Hooker,  and  Ma- 
jor-General George  G.  Meade,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee. On  the  eighth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wil- 
son reported  it  back  without  amendment.  The 
Senate,  on  the  eighteenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to,  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which  declared  that  the  gratitude  of  the 
American  people,  and  the  thanks  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  be  tendered  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Joseph  Hooker,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  for  the  skill,  energy, 
and  endurance  which  first  cohered  Washington 
and  Baltimore  from  the  meditated  blow  of  the 
advancing  and  powerful  army  of  rebels  led  by 
General  Robert  E.  Lee ;  and  to  Major-General 
George  G.  Meade,  and  Major-General  Oliver  0. 
Howard,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  that 
army,  for  the  skill  and  heroic  valor  which  at  Get- 
tysburgh  repulsed,  defeated,  and  drove  back, 
broken  and  dispirited,  beyond  the  Rappahan- 
nock,  the  veteran  army  of  the  rebellion.  Mr. 
Grimes  said :  "As  I  have  read  the  history  of 
that  campaign,  the  man  who  selected  the  position  ' 
where  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh  was  fought,  and 
who,  indeed,  fought  it  the  first  day,  was  General 
Howard,  and  to  him  the  country  is  indebted  as 
much  for  the  credit  of  securing  that  victory  as  to 
any  other  person.  I  wish,  therefore,  as  a  recog- 
nition of  his  merits,  to  couple  his  name  with  that 
of  General  Meade,  in  the  vote  of  thanks."  He 
moved  to  insert  after  the  name  of  General  Meade 
the  name  of  Major-General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  joint  reso- 
lution as  amended  then  passed  without  a  division. 
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The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth,  passed  it  unanimously  ;  and  the  President 
approved  it  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January, 
1864. 

No.  LVI. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Na- 
thaniel P.  Banks,  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
under  his  Command. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth'  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- 
General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  his  command  at  Port  Hudson, 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighth  of 
January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment.  The  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  took  up  the  resolution, 
and  it  passed  unanimously. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-sixth,  the  resolu- 
tion, on  motion  of  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  taken  up  and  passed.  The  joint  resolution 
tendered  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General 
Nathaniel  P.  Banks  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  courage,  and 
endurance  which  compelled  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson,  and  thus  removed  the  last  obstruction 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River ; 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth of  January,  1864. 

No.  LVII. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive  of 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Am- 
brose E.  Burnside,  and  the  Officers  and  Men 
who  had  fought  under  him. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Ambrose  E.  Burnside, 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  fought  un- 
der him,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Military  Committee.  On  the  eighth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment.  The  resolution  provided  that  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Ambrose-  E.  Burnside,  and,  through  him,  to 
the  officers  and  men  who  had  fought  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry,  good  conduct,'  and 
soldier-like  endurance  ;  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  the  reso- 
lution to  be  communicated  to  Major-General  Burn- 
side,  in  such  terms  as  he  might  deem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  effect  thereto. 

Op  the  eighteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
passed  it  unanimously,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1864. 

No.   LVIII.  — Joint    Resolution    tendering    the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  W.   T. 
Sherman. 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  February,  1864, 


Mr.  Cobb,  of  Wisconsin,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
declared  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  due,  and  that 
the  same  be  tendered,  to  Major-General  W.  T. 
Sherman,  commander  of  the  department  and 
army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  under  him,  for  their  gallant  and 
arduous  ser vices  in  marching  to  the  relief  of  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  for  their  gallantry 
and  heroism  in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  which 
contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  success  of 
our  arms  in  that  glorious  victory.  It  was  passed 
without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth,  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  which  the  joint  resolution  had  been  referred, 
reported  it  back  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
nineteenth  of  February,  1864. 

No.    LIX.— The  Bill  Reviving   the  .Grade  of 

Lieutenant- General   in     the     United    States 

Army. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  December,  1863,  Mr.  E.  B.  Wash- 
burne,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a  bill,  reviving  the 
grade  of  lieutenant-general,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Farnsworth, 
of  Illinois,  reported  it  back,  with  an  amendment 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The  substitute  re- 
vived the  grade  of  lieutenant-general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  and  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent, whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be  se- 
lected, during  war,  from  among  the  officers  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not  be- 
low the  grade  of  major-general,  who  were  most  dis- 
tinguished for  courage,  skill,  and  ability,  and  who 
should  be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  to  command  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  By  the  second  section,  the  lieutenant- 
general  so  appointed  was  to  be  entitled  to  the 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  described  in  the  act 
of  .twenty-eighth  May,  1798;  also  to  the  allow- 
ances described  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
approved  August  twenty-third,  1842  ;  provided 
that  nothing  in  the  bill  should  be  construed  to 
affect  in  any  way  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowances 
of  Winfield  Scott,  Lieutenant-General  by  brevet, 
then  on  the  retired  list  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Fessenden  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifty-eight ; 
nays,  sixty-six.  Mr.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject for  one  week,  and  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment be  printed.  Mr.  Washburne  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered — yeas, 
ninety-three ;  nays,  fifty-six.  So  the  motion  to 
postpone  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  first  of  February,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  The  original 
bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Washburne,  provided  that 
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the  grade  of  lieutenant-general  be  revived  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  the  President  be 
authorized,   whenever  he  should  deem  it  expe 
dient,  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army 
to  be  selected,  during  war,  from  among  the  offi 
cers,  not  below  the  grade  of  major-general,   of 
the  regular  army,  or  of  volunteers  most  distin 
guished  by  courage,  skill,  and  genius  in  their 
profession,    and   who,    being    commissioned    as 
lieutenant-general,  might  be  authorized  to  com 
mand  the  armies  of  the  United  States.     Tha 
the  lieutenant-general,  appointed  as  before  pro- 
vided, should  be  entitled  to  the  pay,  allowances, 
and  staff  specified  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  acl 
approved  May  twenty-eighth,  1798  ;  and  also  to 
the  allowances  described  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the   act  approved    August    twenty-third,   1842, 
granting   additional   rations   to  certain  officers. 
The  amendment  provided,  that  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general  be  revived  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  President  be  author- 
ized, whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  a  commander  of  the  army,   to  be 
selected,   during   war,   from  among  the  officers 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  not 
below  the  grade  of  major-general,  most  distin- 
guished for  courage,  skill,  and  ability ;  and  who, 
being  commissioned  as  lieutenant-general,  should 
be  authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent,  to   command   the   armies   of  the    United 
States.     That  the  lieutenant-general  appointed, 
as  before   provided,   should  be  entitled   to  the 
pay,  allowances,  and  staff  specified  in  the.  fifth 
section  of  the1  act  approved  May  twenty-eighth, 
1798  ;  and  also  the  allowances  described  in  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  approved  August  twenty- 
third,  1842,  granting  additional  rations  to  certain 
officers :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  con- 
tained should  be  construed  in  any  way  to  affect 
the  rank,  pay,  or  allowances  of  Winfield  Scott, 
Lieutenant-General  by  brevet,  then  on  the  re- 
tired list  of  the  army.      Mr.   Farnsworth,   Mr. 
Schenck,    Mr.     Washburne,    and   Mr.    Hubbard 
advocated  the  passage  of  the  measure,  and  Mr. 
Garfiekl,  Mr.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  Boutwell  opposed 
it.     Mr.  Garfield  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment be  laid  upon  the  table — yeas,  nineteen  ; 
nays,    one  hundred  and  seventeen.     Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,   moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "And 
that   we   respectfully  recommend   the   appoint- 
ment of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant  for  the  posi- 
tion of  lieutenant-general ;"    and  it  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  one  hundred  and  eleven  ;  nays,  forty- 
one. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  which  it  had  been 
referred,  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
On  the  eleventh,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in 
line  seven,  section  one,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  commander  of  the  army,"  and  to  insert  "  lieu- 
tenant-general ;"  and  in  line  eight,  after  the  word 
"selected,"  to  strike  out  the  words,  "during 


the  war ;"  so  that  the  clause  read :  "  And  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  he 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  lieuten- 
ant-general, to  be  selected  from  among  those 
officers  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  not  •  below  the  grade  of  major-general, 
most  distinguished  for  courage,  skill,  and  abil- 
ity." The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Trumbull,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Nesmith  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  adopted — yeas,  twenty-five  ; 
nays,  fifteen. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  was  in. 
line  eleven,  after  the  word  "  ability,"  to  strike 
out  the  following  words  :  "  And  who,  being  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-general,  shall  be  author- 
ized, under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to 
command  the  armies  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
that  we  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment 
of  Major-general  U.  S.  Grant,  of  Illinois,  for  the 
position  of  lieuenant-general."  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
Doolittle,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Lane,  and  Mr.  John- 
son. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Grimes 
declared  his  unalterable  opposition  to  its  passage 
in  any  shape  in  which  it  would  be  presented  to 
the  Senate.  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson, and  Mr.  Hale  made  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  bill  and  against  the  amendment.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  spoke  for 
the  amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
twenty-eight ;  nays,  twelve.  Mr.  Conness,  of 
California,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "lieutenant-general,"  the  words, - 
"  who  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  and  who  shall  remain  in  chief  com- 
nand  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President." 
Mr.  Conness  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
:hey  were  ordered — yeas,  ten ;  nays,  twenty-eight, 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Howard 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of 
:he  bill,  and  they  were  ordered.  After  a  speech 
Tom  Mr.  Davis  against  the  bill,  it  was  passed — 
yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays,  six. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  disagreed  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  con- 
erence,  and  appointed  Mr.  Washburne,  Mr.  Mc- 
Allister, of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Fenton,  of 
New- York,  managers  on  its  part.  The  Senate, 
the  same  day,  voted  to  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and 
ppointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  managers  on  its  part. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported  that  the 
louse  of  Representatives  recede  from  its  dis- 
greement  to  the  Senate  amendments,  and 
igree  to  the  same  with  amendments.  The 
report  was  accepted  without  a  division.  Mr. 
Washburne,  from  the  conference  committee, 
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reported  in  favor  of  agreeing  to  the  Senate 
amendments  with  amendments.  Mr.  Cox  moved 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
be  laid  upon  the  table— yeas,  thirty-six;  nays, 
fifty-nine.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken 
on  accepting  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  seventy- 
three  ;  nays,  forty-seven.  The  bill  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  and  General  Grant  was  immediately 
nominated  and  confirmed  Lieutenant-General. 

No.  LX.—The  Sill  to  amend  "  the  Act  for  En- 
rolling and  Galling  out  the  National  Forces." 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  amend  an  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863.  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  sixth,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  provided  that  the  President  should  be 
authorized  to  call  for  such  number  of  men  for  the 
military  service  as  the  public  exigencies  should 
require.  That  tne  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city, 
town,  or  township,  or  of  a  county,  where  the 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
townships,  should  be  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  men  liable  to  render  military  service,  tak- 
ing into  account  the  number  which  had  been  fur- 
nished the  military  and  naval  service.  That  if 
any  State  should  fail  to  furnish,  within  the  time 
designated  by  the  President,  the  number  of  men 
required,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  district  with- 
in which  any  ward  of  a  city,  town,  or  township, 
or  county,  where  the  same  was  not  divided  into 
wards,  towns,  or  townships,  which  was  deficient 
in  its  quota,  was  situated,  should  make  a  draft 
for  the  number  deficient.  That  any  person  en- 


twenty  years,  and  any  person  who  had  not  been 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  two  years  during  the  existing  war  and 
honorably  discharged ;  and  the  boards  of  enrol- 
ment should  release  from  draft  any  person  who, 
between  the  enrolment  and  the  draft,  should  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  That  whenever 
a  mariner  or  able  seaman  should  be  drafted,  he 
should  have  the  right  to  enlist  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. That  all  enlistments  into  the  naval  service 
or  into  the  marine  corps,  that  might  be  hereafter 
made  of  persons  liable  to  service,  should  be  cred- 
ited to  the  ward,  town,  or  township,  or  county, 
when  the  same  was  not  divided  into  wards, 
towns,  or  townships,  in  which  such  enlisted  men 
were  or  might  be  enrolled.  That  section  two  of 
the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  of 
the -section,  and  inserting:  "That  the  following 
persons  be  excepted  and  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  mil- 
itary duty  under  the  same,  to  wit :  Such  as  are 
rejected  as  physically  or  mentally  unfit  for  the 
service  ;  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
the  judges  of  the  various  courts  of  the  United 
States,  the  heads  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  governors  of  the  several  States,  and 
all  persons  actually  in  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  the  draft,  or  who  have  been 
in  such  service  for  the  term  of  two  years  during 
the  present  war,  and  been  honorably  discharged." 
That  section  third  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  so  much  of 
section  ten  of  the  act  as  provided  for  the  separate 
enrolment  of  each  class,  should  be  repealed. 
That  any  person  who  should  forcibly  resist  or 
oppose  any  enrolment,  or  who  should  incite, 
counsel,  or  encourage  to  resist  or  oppose  any 
such  enrolment,  should  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  im- 


rolled  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  enroll-   prisonment  not  exceeding  five  years,  or  by  both 
ing  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  or  who   of  the  punishments,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 


might  be  hereafter  so  enrolled,  might  furnish,  at 
any  time,  an  acceptable  substitute  who  was  not 
liable  to  draft.  That  any  person  enrolled  and 
drafted  might  furnish  an  acceptable  substitute, 
subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  That  if 
such  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  the  person 
furnishing  him  should  be  exempt  from  draft  dur- 
ing the  time  for  which  such  substitute  was  not 
liable  to  draft ;  and  if  such  substitute  was  liable 
to  draft,  the  name  of  the  person  furnishing  him 
should  again  be  placed  on  the  roll.  That  the 
commutation  money  paid  by  persons  drafted  in 
any  congressional  district  should  be  applied  by 
the  War  Department  for  the  procuration  of  sub- 
stitutes, which  substitutes  should  be  credited  to 
that  district  in  filling  its  quota.  That  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  amended  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  read:  That  all  drafted  persons 
should,  on  arriving  at  the  rendezvous,  be  care- 
fully inspected  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board. 
That  boards  of  enrolment  should  have  power  to 
enroll  any  person  whose  name  should  have  been 


That  the  Secretary  of  War  should  be  authorized 
ta  detail  or  appoint  such  number  of  additional 
surgeons  for  temporary  duty  in  the  examination 
of  persons  drafted  into  the  military  service,  as 
might  be  necessary  to  secure  the  prompt  exam- 
ination of  all  drafted  persons.  That  provost- 
marshals,  boards  of  enrolment,  or  any  member 
thereof,  acting  by  authority  of  the  board,  should 
have  power  to  summon  witnesses,  and  enforce 
their  attendance.  That  copies  of  any  record  of  a 
provost-marshal  or  board  of  enrolment,  or  of  any 
part  thereof,  certified  by  the  provost-marshal,  or 
a  majority  of  the  board  of  enrolment,  should  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  evidence  in  any  civil  or 
military  court,  in  like  manner  as  the  original 
record.  That  members  of  religious  denomina- 
tions, who  should,  by  oath  or  affirmation,  declare 
that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  should,  when  drafted,  be  con- 
sidered non-combatants,  and  should  be  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitals, 
or  to  the  care  of  freedmen.  That  no  person  of 
foreign  birth  should,  on  account  of  alienage,  be 


omitted,  and  any  person  arriving  at  the  age  of  1  exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft,  who  had  at 
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any  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  citizen  by  vot 
ing  at  any  election  held  under  authority  of  th 
laws  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  of  the  Unite 
States,  or  who  had  held  any  office  under  sue! 
laws,  or  any  of  them.     That  all  claims  to  exemp 
tion  should  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  the  party  claiming  exemption.     That  if  an} 
person,  drafted  and  liable  to  render  military  ser 
vice,  should  procure  a  decision  of  the   board  o 
enrolment  in  his  favor  upon  a  claim  to  exemption 
by  any  fraud  or  false  representation  practised  by 
himself  or  by  his  procurement,  such  decision  or 
exemption  should  be  of  no  effect.     That  any  per 
son  who  should  procure,  or  attempt  to  procure 
a  false  report  from  the  surgeon  of  the  board  of 
enrolment  concerning  the  physical  condition  of 
any  person  drafted  and  liable  to  render  service, 
or  a  decision  in  favor  of  such  person  upon  a  claim 
to  exemption,   knowing   the    same  to  be  false 
should,  upon  conviction,  be  punished  by  impris 
onrnent.     That  the  fees  of  agents  and  attorneys 
for  making  out  and  causing  to  be  executed  any 
papers  in  support  of  a  claim  for  exemption  from 
draft,  or  for  any  services  that  might  be  rendered  to 
the  claimant,  should  not,  in  any  case,  exceed  five 
dollars.     That  no  member  of  the  board  of  enrol- 
ment, and  no  surgeon  detailed  or  employed  to  as- 
sist the  board  of  enrolment,  and  no  clerk,  assistant, 
or  employee  of  any  provost-marshal  or  board  of 
enrolment  should  directly  or  indirectly  be  engaged 
in  procuring  or  attempting  to  procure  substitutes 
for  persons  drafted,  or  liable  to  be  drafted  into 
the  military  service.     That  any  surgeon  charged 
with  the  duty  of  inspection,  wTho  should  receive 
from  any  person  any  money  or  other  valuable 
thing,  for  making  an  imperfect  inspection,  or  a 
false  or  incorrect  report,  and  each  member  of  the 
board  of  enrolment  who  should  wilfully  agree  to 
the  discharge  from  service  of  any  drafted  person 
who  was  not  legally  and  properly  entitled  to  such 
discharge,   should  be  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  not  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  should  be  imprisoned 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  be  cashiered 
and  dismissed  the  service.     That  nothing  con- 
tained in  the  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
vent or  prohibit  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the 
States  in  rebellion  under  the  orders  of  the  War 
Department. 

On  the  seventh,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  A  new 
section,  nroved  by  Mr.  Grimes,  exempting  from 
draft  pilots,  engineers,  and  masters-at-arms  in 
the  naval  service,  was  adopted.  On  the  eighth, 
the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Military  Committee  to  repeal  the 
commutation  clause  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  Sumner  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  amendment  and  insert: 
"That  no  drafted  person  shall  be  allowed  to 
furnish  a  substitute,  but  he  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  draft  on  paying  to  such  officer  as  the 


Secretary  of  War  may  authorize  to  receive  the 
same,  the  full  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
And  provided  further,  That  every  such  person 
thus  discharged  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  the  said 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  a  certain  propor- 
tion in  the  nature  of  a  tithe  of  his  annual  gains, 
profits,  or  income,  whether  derived  from  any 
kind  of  property,  dividends,  salary,  or  from  any 
profession,  trade,  or  employment  whatever,  ac- 
cording to  the  following  rates,  to  wit :  on  all  in- 
come over  six  hundred  dollars,  and  not  over  two 
thousand  dollars,  ten  per  cent ;  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollars, 
twenty  per  cent ;  and  on  all  income  over  five 
thousand,  thirty  per  cent."  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Col- 
lamer,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Cowan  opposed  the 
repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dollar  commutation 

lause,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  advocated  its 
repeal. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  Mr.  Surnner  proposed  to 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  allow  a  drafted 
man  to  furnish  a  substitute,  and  to  provide  that 
the  commutation  money  be  used  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  promote  enlistments, 
or  for  the  benefit  of  enlisted  men.  After  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sumner's  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment, -and  it  was  rejected — 
yeas,  fifteen ;  nays,  twenty -five.  Mr.  Wilson 
;hen  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  amendment  repealing  the  three 
hundred  dollar  commutation  provision,  and  in- 
serting: "That  any  person  enrolled  and  drafted 
may  pay  to  such  person  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  designate  to  receive  it,  three  hundred  dol- 
ars  for  the  procurement  of  a  substitute,  and  such 
>erson  so  paying  three  hundred  dollars  for  the 
>rocurement  of  a  substitute,  shall  be  exempt 
rom  draft  until  such  time  as  he  shall  again  be- 
:ome  liable  to  draft  by  reason  of  the  exhaustion 
>f  the  enrolment  from  which  the  draft  shall  be 
made ;  but  such  exemption  shall  not  exceed  the 
ime  for  which  such  person  shall  have  been  draft- 
d."  The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
lowe,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden, 

r.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  debate  was  resumed, 
nd  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  moved 
>y  Mr.  Wilson  having  been  withdrawn,  the  vote 
\ras  taken  on  the  amendment  to  repeal  the  corn- 
nutation  clause,  and  it  was  rejected — yeas, 
welve ;  nays,  twenty-eight.  Mr.  Sherman  moved 
o  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section :  "  That 
ny  person  enrolled  and  drafted  into  the  milita- 
y  service  of  the  United  States,  may  furnish  an 
cceptable  substitute,  subject  to  such  rules  and 
egulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
ary  of  War.  That  if  such  substitute  is  not 
able  to  draft,  the  person  furnishing  him  shall 
e  exempt  from  draft  during  the  time  for  which 
uch  substitute  is  not  liable  to  draft,  not  exceed- 
ng  the  term  for  which  he  was  drafted ;  and  if 
uch  substitute  is  liable  to  draft,  the  name  of 
person  furnishing  him  shall  again  be  placed 
on  the  roll,  and  shall  be  liable  to  draft  on  future 
calls.  And  any  person  now  in  the  military  or 
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service  of  the  United  States  not  physically 
disqualified,  who  has  so  served  more  than  om 
year,  and  whose  term  of  unexpired  service  shal 
not,    at   the   time   of    substitution,    exceed    six 
months,   may  be  employed  as  a  substitute   to 
serve  in  the  troops  of  the  State  in  which  he  en- 
listed ;  and  if  any  drafted  person  shall  hereafter 
pay  money  for  the  procuration  of  a  substitute, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment,  such  payment  of  money  shall 
operate  only  to  relieve  such  person  from  draft 
3n  that  call,  and  his  name  shall  be  retained  on 
the  roll,  and   he  shall  be  subject  to  draft  on 
future  calls,  and  the  maximum  of  commutation 
under  said  act  shall  hereafter  be  five  hundred 
dollars  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars."     Mr. 
Anthony,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  as  a  proviso :   "  That  no 
person  who   has  been  drafted  and  furnished  a 
substitute  or  paid  commutation  as  herein  pro- 
vided, shall  again  be  liable  to  draft  until  the 
present   enrolment   shall    be  exhausted."     The 
amendment   to   the    amendment  was   rejected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sherman's  amend- 
ment was  amended  so  as  to  make  the  maximum 
commutation   four   hundred   dollars   instead  of 
five  hundred  dollars.     Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan, 
moved  to  amend  Mr.  Sherman's  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  last  clause,  "  and  the  maximum 
of  commutation  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars 
instead  of  three  hundred  dollars ;"  and  it  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  twenty -three  ;  nays,  fourteen. 
Mr.    Sherman's    amendment    as   amended   was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  providing  that  the  money  received  as  com- 
mutation should  be  a  fund  to  be  equally  distrib- 
uted among  men  drafted  and  mustered  into  the 
service ;  but  the  amendment  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Dixon  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
section :  "  That  all  persons  recognized  as  clergy- 
men or  ministers  of  religion  by  the  ecclesiastical 
authority  of  the  denomination  or  communion  to 
which  they  belong,  when  called  into  the  military 
service  under  this  act,  shall  be  regarded  as  non- 
combatants,  and  employed  as  chaplains  or  in 
hospitals."  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  and  inserting :  "  That 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  or  members  of  religious 
denominations  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
bearing  of  arms,  and  who  are  prohibited  from 
doing  so  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  faith  and 
practice  of  said  religious  denomination,  shall, 
when  drafted  into  the  military  service,  be  con- 
sidered non-combatants,  and  shall  be  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  duty  in  the  hospitals,  or 
to  the  care  of  freedmen,  or  shall  pay  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  to  such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  designate  to  receive  it,  to 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers  ;  and  such  drafted  persons  shall  then 
be  exempt  from  the  draft  during  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  drafted."  Mr.  Dixon 
accepted  the  amendment.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words, 
"  ministers  of  the  Gospel  or ;"  and  the  amend- 


ment was  agreed  to— yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays, 
ten.  Mr.  Doolittle  moved  to  amend  by  requiring 
members  of  religious  denominations  to  make 
oath  that  they  are  conscientiously  opposed  to 
bearing  arms ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  twenty-eight;  nays,  twelve. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  It  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  the  amendments  made'  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  agreed  to.  Mr.  Nesmith  re- 
newed the  motion  to  repea-l  the  three  hundred 
dollar  commutation  clause  of  the  enrolment  act ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen;  nays,' 
twenty-four.  ,  Mr.  Sumner  renewed  his  motion 
;o  require  drafted  persons  to  pay  commutation 
in  proportion  to  their  incomes ;  but  it  was  lost — • 
y^eas,  sixteen ;  nays,  twenty-eight.  Mr.  Doo- 
ittle  desired  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make 
persons  who  had  resided  one  year  in  the  country 
and  voted,  liable  to  enrolment  and  draft,  and 
Mr.  Trumbull  moved  to  amend  by  adding  :  "•  That 
no  person  of  foreign  birth  shall,  on  account  of 
ilienage,  be  exempted  from  enrolment  or  draft, 
vho  has  at  any  time  assumed  the  rights  of  a  citi- 
zen by  voting  at  any  election,  or  who  has  held 
any  office ;  but  the  fact  that  any  such  person  of 
breign  birth  has  voted  or  held,  or  shall  vote  or 
lold  office,  shall  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence 
hat  he  is  not  entitled  to  exemption  from  milita- 
y  service  on  account  of  alienage."  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  was  resumed  on 
,he  sixteenth ;  debated  and  amended.  On  the 
eighteenth,  the  bill  was  further  considered,  de- 
"  ated,  amended,  and  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January, 
>.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
airs,  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported 
t  back  with   an  amendment.     On  the   first  of 
February,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck, 
•eferred   it    to    the    Committee   of   the  Whole, 
and  made  it  the  special  order  until  disposed  of. 
The   Military    Committee    reported   an   amend- 
nent  to  strike  out  all  of  the  Senate  bill  after  the 
first  section,  and  insert  twenty-five  new  sections 
s  a  substitute.     On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  of 
'ennsylvania,  the  original  bill  was  amended  so 
is  to  provide  that  persons  paying  three  hundred 
[ollars  should  be  exempted  during  the  time  for 
;vhich  they  were  drafted,  unless  the  enrolment 
hould  be  exhausted.     Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana, 
moved  to  amend  so  as  to  repeal  the  commutation 
rovision.     On  the  second,  the  debate  was  re- 
ewed  by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr. 
)avis,   of   New-York,    Mr.    Anderson,    of  Ken- 
ucky,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Allen,  of  Illinois.     The 
House,  on  the  third,  resumed  the  consideration 
)f  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Myers,  and  Mr.  Williams,  of 
ennsylvania,  addressed  the  House  in  its  favor, 
md  Mr.  Stiles  of  that  State   opposed   it.     Mr. 
lolman's  amendment  to  strike  out  of  the  origi- 
al  bill  the  commutation  clause  was  rejected — 
eas,  twenty-six ;  nays,  seventy-three.    Mr.  Bald- 
win, of  Michigan,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
triking  out  the  maximum  of  four  hundred  dol- 
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lars  instead  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

On  the  eighth,  the  bill  was  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  al- 
low soldiers  to  enlist  in  the  navy.  On  the  ninth, 
the  bill  was  further  discussed  and  amended. 
Mr.  Stevens,  on  the  tenth,  moved  to  amend  the 
Senate  bill  by  striking  out  the  twenty-seventh 
section,  and  inserting  that  "all  able-bodied  male 
persons  of  African  descent,  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  forty-five  years,  whether  citizens  or 
not,  resident  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 
rolled and  form  part  of  the  national  forces.  And 
when  a  slave  shall  have  been  drafted  and  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States  his 
master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof,  which 
shall  entitle  him  to  receive  three  hundred  dollars 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  drafted  man 
shall  be  free,  provided  that  the  slaves  of  loyal 
men  only  shall  be  paid  for."  On  the  eleventh, 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Davis,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens' s  amendment  by  adding  :  "'The  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  appoint  a  commission  in 
each  of  the  slaves  States  represented  in  Con- 
gress, charged  to  award  a  just  compensation  to 
each  loyal  owner  of  any  slave  who  may  volun- 
teer into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  pay- 
able out  of  the  commutation  money."  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  owner  of  any  slave,"  and  insert, 
"  the  person  to  whom  the  colored  persons  may 
owe  service  ;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Webster,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  after 
the  word  "  certificate,"  in  Mr.  Stevens's  amend- 
ment, the  words  :  "  The  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  now  payable  by  law  to  each  drafted  man, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  said  drafted 
person  owes  service  at  the  time  of  his  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stevens  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  sixty-seven ;  nays,  forty-four. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  House  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill.  The  previous  question, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  was  ordered — yeas, 
seventy-eight;  nays,  fifty-six.  Mr.  Schenck  brief- 
ly explained  the  amendment  adopted  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  also  the  substitute  of 
the  Military  Committee.  The  amendments  adopt- 
ed in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to, 
with  the  exception  of  the  twenty-second  amend- 
ment, on  which  a  separate  vote  was  demanded. 
That  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  twenty- 
seventh  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  of  it:  "All 
able-bodied  male  persons  of  African  descent,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five  years  of 
age,  whether  citizens  or  not,  resident  in  the 
United  States,  shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, and  form  part  of  the  national  forces  ;  and 
when  a  slave  of  a  loyal  citizen  shall  be  drafted 
and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  his  master  shall  have  a  certificate  thereof. 
The  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  now  paya- 
ble by  law  for  each  drafted  man,  shall  be  paid  to 


the  person  to  whom  such  drafted  person  owes 
service  or  labor  at  the  time  of  his  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  freeing  the 
person.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  appoint  a 
commission  in  each  of  the  slaves  States  repre- 
sented in  Congress,  charged  to  award  a  just  com- 
pensation, not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, 
to  each  loyal  person  to  whom  the  colored  volun- 
teer may  owe  service,  who  may  volunteer  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  payable  out  of 
the  commutation  money,  upon  the  master  freeing 
the  slave."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute,  which 
was  in  substance  the  Senate  bill  with  the  House 
amendments,  and  it  was  concurred  in.  Mr.  Hoi- 
man  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  being  taken,  resulted— yeas, 
ninety-four  ;  nays,  sixty  ;  so  the  bill  was  passed 
by  the  House. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr 
Wilson,  disagreed  to  the  House  amendments, 
and  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth,  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  asked  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  the  speaker  appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Kernan,  of  New-York,  and  Mr.  Deming,  of  Con- 
necticut, managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  Senate  insisted  on  its  disagreement  to  the 
House  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Nesmith,  and 
Mr.  Grimes  were  appointed  managers.  On  the 
eighteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of 
conference,  made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed.  The  report,  in  substance,  agreed  to 
the  Senate  bill  with  some  of  the  amendments  of 
the  House.  The  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  provided  that  masters, 
on  freeing  their  slaves,  should  receive  the  com- 
mutation money.  This  provision  permitted  the 
master  to  claim  the  colored  soldier  as  his  slave 
after  being  mustered  into  the  army.  The  com- 
mittee of  conference,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
provided  that  every  colored  soldier,  on  being 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should  be  free.  On  the  nineteenth,  the  Senate 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  conference  commit- 
tee— yeas,  twentyt- six ;  nays,  sixteen.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee — yeas, 
seventy-one ;  nays,  twenty-three.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  February,  1864. 

No.  LXI. — The  Joint  Resolution  relative  to  the 
Transfer  of  Persons  in  the  Military  to  the 
Naval  Service. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Conness,  of  California,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  relative  to  the  transfer  of  persons 
in  the  military  to  the  naval  service ;  it  was  read 
twice,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  considered  as 
in  committee  of  the  whole.  The  resolution  pro- 
posed to  direct  the  Provost-Marshal  General  to 
enlist  such  persons  as  might  desire  to  enter  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  under  such 
directions  as  might  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  these 
enlistments  were  to  be  credited  to  the  appropri- 
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ate  district ;  but  inasmuch  as  they  received  prize 
money,  they  were  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  bounty. 
The  President,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the 
public  service  might  require  it,  could  transfer 
persons  who  had  been  employed  in  sea  service, 
and  were  enlisted  in  the  army,  from  their  regi- 
ments to  the  naval  service,  upon  such  terms  and 
according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might 
be  prescribed  ;  but  the  number  of  transfers  from 
any  company  or  regiment  was  not  to  be  so  great 
as  to  reduce  it  below  the  minimum  strength  re- 
quired by  the  regulations  of  the  military  service, 
and  the  sums  paid  to  such  persons  as  bounty  for 
entering  the  military  service,  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  naval  recruiting  fund  to  the  credit 
of  the  proper  appropriation  for  the  land  service. 
Mr.  Conness  stated  that  the  joint  resolution  was 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive,  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  the 
War  Department.  Mr.  Grimes  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding  :  "  That  there  shall  be 
paid  to  each  enlisted  able  or  ordinary  seaman  an 
advance,  as  a  bounty,  of  three  months'  pay,  to  be 
refunded  to  the  treasury  from  any  prize  money 
to  which  such  enlisted  man  may  hereafter  be  en- 
titled." The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  as  amended  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Higby,  of  California,  the 
House  referred  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  with  leave  to  report  at  any 
time.  On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Deming,  of  Con-^ 
necticut,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
the  resolution  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
passed  without  a  division.  It  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February. 
1864. 

No.  LXIL— The  Bill  to  establish  a  Uniform 
System  of  Ambulances  in  the  United  States. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambu- 
lances in  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the 
twentieth  of  January,  1864,  Mr.  Wilson  reported 
it  back  with  amendments.  The  bill  provided 
that  the  chief  medical  officer  of  each  army  corps, 
should,  under  the  control  of  the  medical  director 
of  the  army  to  which  such  army  corps  belonged, 
have  the  supervision  of  all  ambulances,  and  of  all 
officers  and  men  who  might  be  detailed  or  em- 
ployed to  assist  him,  in  the  army  corps  in  which 
he  might  be  serving.  That  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  army  corps  should  detail  officers 
and  enlisted  men  for  service  in  the  ambulance 
corps,  namely,  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant  for 
each  division,  one  second  lieutenant  for  each  bri- 
gade, one  sergeant  for  each  regiment,  three  pri- 
vates for  each  ambulance,  and  one  private  for 
each  wagon  ;  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates  detailed  for  each  army  corps 
to  be  examined  by  a  board  of  medical  officers 
of  such  army  corps  as  to  their  fitness  for  such 
duty.  That  there  should  be  furnished  to  each 
army  corps  two-horse  ambulances,  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  three  to  each  regiment  of  infantry  of  five 


hundred  men  or  more;  two  to  each  regiment 
of  infantry  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  less 
than  five  hundred  men  or  more :  and  one  to  each 
regiment  of  infantry  of  less  than  two  hundred 
men ;  two  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry  of  five  hun- 
dred men  or  more ;  and  one  to  each  regiment  of 
cavalry  of  less  than  five  hundred  men  ;  one  to 
each  battery  of  artillery — to  which  battery  of  ar- 
tillery it  should  be  permanently  attached ;  to  the 
headquarters  of  each  army  corps  two  such  ambu- 
lances ;  and  to  each  division  train  of  ambulances 
two  army  wagons ;  and  ambulances  should  be 
furnished  to  division  brigades  and  commands  not 
attached  to  any  army  corps  upon  the  same  basis ; 
each  ambulance  to  be  provided  with  such  num- 
ber of  stretchers  and  other  appliances  as  should 
be  prescribed  by  the  Surgeon-General.  That  the 
captain  should  be  the  commander  of  all  the  am- 
bulances, medicine,  and  other  wagons  in  the  corps, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  medical  di- 
rector, or  chief  medical  officer  of  the  army  corps 
to  which  the  ambulance  corps  belongs  ;  and  he 
should  pay  special  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  ambulances,  and  see  that  they  were  at  all 
times  in  readiness  for  service  ;  that  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  ambulance  corps  were  properly 
instructed  in  their  duties,  and  that  their  duties 
were  performed ;  and  it  should  be  his  duty  to 
institute  a  drill  in  his  corps,  instructing  his  men 
in  the  most  easy  and  expeditious  manner  of  mov- 
ing the  sick  and  wounded,  and  to  require  that  the 
sick  and  wounded  should  be  treated  with  gentle- 
ness and  care  ;  and  it  should  be  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  ambulances  were  not  used  for  any  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  were  designed. 
And  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  medical 
officer  of  the  army  corps,  previous  to  a  march, 
and  previous  to  and  in  time  of  action,  or  when- 
ever it  might  be  necessary  to  use  the  ambulances, 
to  issue  the  proper  orders  to  the  captain  for  the 
distribution  and  management  of  the  same;  for 
collecting  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  conveying 
them  to  their  destination.  And  the  officers  of 
the  ambulance  corps,  including  the  medical  di- 
rector, should  make  such  reports,  from  time  to 
time,  as  might  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  Surgeon-General,  the  medical  director 
of  the  army,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
army  corps  in  which  they  might  be  serving. 
That  the  first  lieutenant  for  a  division  should 
have  complete  control,  under  the  captain  of  his 
corps  and  the  medical  director  of  the  army  corps, 
of  all  the  ambulances  and  men  in  that  portion 
of  the  ambulance  corps.  He  should  be  the  act- 
ing assistant  quartermaster,  and  be  responsible 
for  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  ambulance 
corps,  have  authority  to  draw  supplies  from  the 
depot  quartermaster,  upon  requisitions  approved 
by  the  captain  of  his  corps,  the  medical  director, 
and  the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  which 
he  is  attached.  That  the  second  lieutenant  should 
have  command  of  the  portion  of  the  ambulance 
corps  for  a  brigade,  and  should  be  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  first  lieutenant,  and 
should  exercise  a  careful  supervision  over  the 
sergeants  and  privates.  That  the  ambulances  in 
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the  armies  of  the  United  States  should  be  used 
only  for  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, and,  in  urgent  cases  only,  for  medical  sup- 
plies, and  all  persons  should  be  prohibited  from 
using  them.  That  no  person  except  the  proper 
medical  officers,  or  the  officers,  non-commissioned' 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  ambulance  corps,  or 
such  persons  as  might  be  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  ambulance  corps,  should  be  permitted  to  take 
or  accompany  sick  or  wounded  men  to  the  rear, 
either  on  the  march  or  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates  of  the  ambulance  corps  should  be  desig- 
nated by  such  uniform  or  in  such  manner  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  should  deem  proper.  That  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  the  army 
corps  to  transmit  to  the  Adjutant- General  the 
names  and  rank  of  all  officers  and  enlisted  men 
detailed  for  service  in  the  ambulance  corps  of 
such  army  corps,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  commander  of  the  army  corps  to  report  to 
the  Adjutant-General,  from  time  to  time,  the  con- 
duct and  behavior  of  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  ambulance  corps.  That  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  construed  to  diminish  or  impair 
the  rightful  authority  of  the  commanders  of  ar- 
mies, army  corps,  or  separate  detachments,  over 
the  medical  and  other  officers,  and. the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  their  com- 
mands. 

On  the  third  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  Military  Committee  were  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Wilson  then  stated  that  the  bill  was  based  upon 
the  orders  of  Colonel  Letterman,  Medical  Director 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  The  bill,  he  said, 
had  been  sent  to  medical  directors  of  armies,  and 
to  several  generals,  and  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  had  received  many  letters' approving 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  General  Grant  wrote 
that  "  the  system,  as  now  proposed,  is  a  good 
one ;  that  it  may  be  subject  to  modifications 
which  can  be  made  by  orders ;  that  it  is  an  ad- 
mirable system  to  be  adopted  by  all  our  armies." 
General  Hooker  said  he  regarded  the  bill  as  un- 
exceptionable. General  Sykes,  commanding  a 
corps  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said  :  "  In  its 
main  provisions  it  is  identical  of  Order  Eighty- 
five,  of  this  army,  August  twenty-fourth,.  1863." 
"  The  system  established  in  those  orders  has  been 
tested,  and  found  highly  satisfactory."  General 
Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth  corps,  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  u  It  is  es- 
sentially the  same  as  now  organized  in  this  army, 
and  has  been  found  to  work  admirably."  Gen- 
eral French,  another  corps  commander  of  the  ar- 
my of  the  Potomac,  says  :  "  The  system,  as  em- 
bodied in  the  bill,  is  almost  practically  perfect." 
General  Plcasonton,  who  commanded  the  cavalry 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  said  of  the  bill :  "I 
am  very  glad  to  find  it  so  nearly  accords  with 
the  system  adopted  for  the  service  in  this  army. 
The  experience  of  the  past  eighteen  months  has 
shown  that  the  necessities  of  the  service  will  be 


fully  met  by  the  provisions  of  your  bill.  While 
it  provides  in  the  most  ample  manner  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  the  checks  against  any 
abuse  are  well  considered,  and  will  prove  effect- 
ive." General  Thomas  wrote  a  letter  indorsing 
the  bill,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee.  "  I  have  full  confi- 
dence," he  said,  "  that  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  needed.  It  is  a 
general  direction  and  guide,  leaving  sufficient 
scope  for  medical  directors  of  armies  to  issue  or- 
ders and  make  such  modifications  and  changes 
of  detail  as  may  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time, 
in  their  several  armies.  It  extends  to  all  our  f 
armies  the  system  adopted  eighteen  months  ago 
in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  which  at  Fred- 
ericksburgh,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  at  Gettys- 
burgh,  according  to  the  testimony  of  our  officers, 
worked  most  admirably.  It  has  been  improving 
every  day,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  im- 
prove so  long  as  the  war  lasts  ;  for,  in  this  de- 
partment, as  in  every  other,  they  are  every  day 
learning  something."  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  it 
had  been  suggested  that  mule-littws  might  be 
introduced  into  the  army.  Mr.  Grimes  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  section  in  the  bill  giving  au- 
thority to  change  the  character  of  the  ambulan- 
ces, and  detail  officers  and  men  to  horse  and 
mule-litters.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  horse 
and  mule-litters  might  be  authorized  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  medical  director 
of  each  army.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Schenck,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs,  reported  back  the  ambulance  bill  of 
the  Senate  with  amendments,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. On  the  ninth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  eleventh  of  March,  1864. 

No.  LXIII. — The  Bill  to  amend  Section  Nine 
of  the  Act  approved  July  seventeenth,  18G2,  "  to 
Define  the  Pay  and  Emoluments  of  certain 
Officers  of  the  Army." 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  Mr. 
Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  section 
nine  of  the  act  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862, 
"  to  define  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  army." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  chaplains  in  the 
regular  and  volunteer  service,  and  in  hospitals, 
should  not  suffer  any  diminution  of  their  pay  and 
allowances  when  absent  from  duty  on  leave,  on 
account  of  sickness  or  other  disability,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  so  amended  the 
pension  act  of  July,  1862,  as  to  include  chaplains 
in  the  regular  and  volunteer  service  ;  provided 
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that  the  pension  to  which  a  chaplain  should  be 
entitled  for  total  disability,  should  be  twenty  dol- 
lars a  month  ;  and  it  provided  that  the'  provisions 
of  the  act  to  which  the  section  was  an  amend- 
ment should  apply  to  the  widows,  children,  moth-, 
ers,  and  sisters  of  chaplains  of  the  land  forces 
who  had  died  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1861, 
or  should  die  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  while  such 
chaplains  were  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  reported  back  the 
I  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House,  requesting  the  return  of  the  bill, 
and  it  was  returned.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Foster,  reconsidered  the  vote  passing  the 
bill.  Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding 
after  the  word  "that,"  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  "the  rank  of  chaplain  in  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  re- 
cognized. Chaplains  shall  be  borne  on  the  field 
and  staff-rolls  next  after  the  surgeon,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
other  officers  of  the  army.  They  shall  be  en- 
titled to  draw  forage  for  two  horses,  and  to  quar- 
ters and  fuel,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations  as  are  now  by  law  provided  in  the 
case  of  surgeons.  When  absent  from  duty  with 
leave,  or  on  account  of  sickness  or  other  disabil- 
ity, or  when  held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  they 
shall  be  subject  to  no  other  diminution  or  loss  of 
pay  and  allowances  than  other  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary service  are  under  like  circumstances."  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  add- 
ing, "  and  chaplains  who  have  been  absent  from 
duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or  sickness,  or  when 
held  by  the  enemy  as  prisoners,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay,  without  rations,  during  such 
absence ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Foster 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  as  section 
two,  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  chaplains  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  to  make 
monthly  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
moral  condition  of  the  regiments,  hospitals,  or 
posts  to  which  they  may  be  attached ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  commanders  of  regiments, 
hospitals,  and  posts  to  render  such  facilities  as 
will  aid  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Government ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  .amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  new  section,  "  that  all  chaplains  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  shall  hold 
appropriate  religious  services  at  the  burial  of  sol- 
diers who  may  die  in  the  command  to  which  they 
are  assigned  to  duty,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty 
to  hold  public  religious  services  at  least  once  each 
Sabbath;"  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  bill  was  passed  without  a  division. 

The  House,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield,  Mr.  Odell,  and 


Mr.  Smithers  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

The  Senate,  on  the  thirty-first,  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Foster,  and 
Mr.  Riddle,  of  Delaware,  conferees. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  sixth  of  April,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  committee,  reported  "that  the 
House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments, to  wit,  first,  after  the  word  'chaplain,' 
in  the  first  line  of  said  amendment,  insert  the 
words  'without  command;'  second,  after  the 
word  'surgeons,'  in  the  fourth  line  of  said 
amendment,  insert  the  words  'and  shall  wear 
such  uniform  as  is  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
army  regulations,'  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  said  amendments. 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  third  section  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit,  first, 
after  the  words  'Adjutant-General,'  in  the  fourth 
line  of  said  section,  insert  the  words  '  of  the  army 
through  the  usual  military  channels ;'  second, 
after  the  word  '  condition,'  in  the  fourth  line  of 
said  section,  insert  the  words  '  and  general  his- 
tory,' and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendments. 

"  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendment,  to  wit,  add  at 
the  end  of  said  section  the  words  '  when  practi- 
cable,' and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  said  amend- 
ment." The  report  was  adopted.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  report  made  on  the  same  day  \>y  Mr. 
Garfield.  So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of  April,  18G4. 

No.  LXIV.— The  Sill  to  increase  the  Rank,  Pay, 
and  Emoluments  of  the  Provost- Marshal  Gen- 
eral. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  amend  "  an  act  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces,"  so  as  to 
increase  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  the 
Provost-Marshal  General.  On  motion  of  Mr.  F. 
W.  Kellogg,  of  Michigan,  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  ordered,  and  it  was 
passed — yeas,  sixty-eight ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third,  Mr.  Lane, 
of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  which  it  was  referred,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment.  On  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
its  consideration.  The  Senate,  on  the  nineteenth, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  after 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Grimes,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  participated,  it  was  passed — yeas,  thirty- 
one  ;  nays,  seven.  It  was  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident on  the  twenty-first  of  April,  1864. 
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No.  LXV.— The  Joint  Resolution  to  print  the 
Official  Reports  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  January, 
1864,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a 
resolution  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  official 
reports  of  the  operations  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back 
without  amendment.  The  Senate,  on  the  twen- 
ty-first of  April,  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 
The  resolution  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  transmit,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Printing,  copies  of  all  offi- 
cial reports,  and  of  all  telegrams  and  despatches, 
not  theretofore  published  by  order  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  relating  to  the  movements,  engage- 
ments, and  operations  generally,  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  which  in  his  judgment  the 
public  interests  might  not  require  to  be  kept  se- 
cret, commencing  with  the  first  of  December, 
1860 ;  all  such  reports,  telegrams,  and  despatches 
were  to  be  arranged  in  chronological  order,  with 
a  caption  or  title  prefixed  to  each  separate  en- 
gagement, movement,  or  operation.  It  was  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Printing  to  print  the  usual  number  (one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty)  of  such  reports,  tel- 
egrams, and  despatches  for  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  five  hundred  copies  for  the  War  De- 
partment. The  resolution  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twelfth,  Mr.  R.  M.  Clark, 
of  New-York,  moved  to  amend  the  joint  resolu- 
tion so  that  it  would  provide  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Printing  with  copies  of  all  such  cor- 
respondence, by  telegraph  or  otherwise,  reports 
of  commanding  officers,  and  documents  of  every 
description,  in  relation  to  the  rebellion,  to  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  his  department  since  the 
first  day  of  December,  1860,  to  that  time  and  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  which  might 
be,  in  his  opinion,  proper  to  be  published ;  which 
said  correspondence,  reports,  and  documents 
should  be  arranged  in  their  proper  chronological 
order  ;  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Print- 
ing should  cause  to  be  printed  and  bound,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  number,  ten  thousand  copies 
of  such  correspondence,  reports,  and  documents 
in  volumes  of  not  exceeding,  as  near  as  might  be, 
eight  hundred  octavo  pages  each,  which  should 
be  distributed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  as 
follows  :  five  hundred  copies  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, one  complete  copy  to  each  State  library  of 
ever}r  State  in  the  Union,  and  five  complete  copies 
to  public  libraries  in  each  congressional  district 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  that  Congress  from  such  districts ; 
and  of  the  remaining  copies  three  thousand  should 
be  for  the  use  of  members  of  that  Senate,  and  six 
thousand  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  ;  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of 


to  the  matter  contained  in  such  volume  to  be  pre- 
pared and  inserted  therein  ;  and  that  all  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  either  House  of  Congress  at 
that  session  directing  the  printing  of  a;iy  of  the 
correspondence,  reports,  or  documents,  as  con- 
templated, be  rescinded. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution 
as  amended  passed  without  a  division.  The  Sen- 
ate, on  the  sixteenth,  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  1864. 

No.  LXVI. — The  Army  Appropriation  Bill  for 
1864. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  March,  1864,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
of  Pennsylvania,  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  army  appropriation  bill,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Harding,  of 
Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  a  pro- 
viso, "that  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  ap- 
propriated should  be  applied  or  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising,  arming,  equipping,  or  paying 
negro  soldiers ;"  but  it  was  rejected  —  yeas, 
eighteen  ;  nays,  eighty-one.  The  bill  was  then 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  taken  up  on  the 
twenty-second  of  April,  and  several  amendments 
reported  by  Mr.  Fessenden  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  bill  was  amended,  so  as  to  provide  that  offi- 
cers employing  soldiers  or  servants  should  re- 
ceive no  pay  or  allowances  for  servants,  but 
should  be  subject  to  deductions  from  their  pay, 
of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed as  servants.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  five  new  sections, 
providing  that  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  during  the  continuance  of  the 
rebellion  might  be  for  three  years.  That  all  per- 
sons of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
should  receive  the  same  uniform,  clothing,  arms, 
equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medical  and 
hospital  attendance,  pay,  and  emoluments  other 
than  bounty,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or 
volunteer  forces  of  like  arm  of  the  service,  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  1864 ;  and  that  every 
person  of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  muster- 
ed into  the  service  should  receive  such  sums  in 
bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in  the 
different  States  and  parts  of  the  United  States, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That  all 
persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service 
as  volunteers  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1863,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  ac- 
tually enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State 
in  which  they  volunteered,  should  receive  from 
the  United  States  the  same  amount  of  bounty, 
without  regard  to  color.  That  all  persons  of 
color  who  had  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  should  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by 
law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the 


the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  a  complete  index  I  date  of  their  muster  into  the  service  :  Provided, 
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that  the  same  should  have  been  pledged  or  pro- 
mised to  them  by  any  officer  or  person  who,  in 
making  such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  author- 
ity of  the  War  Department.  That  the  same  pre- 
mium should  be  allowed  for  each -colored  recruit 
then  mustered  or  thereafter  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  as  should  be  allowed  by  law  for  white 
recruits.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
thirty- two ;  nays,  five. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  that  all  negroes  in  the  military  service 
should  be  discharged  when  the  rebellion  should 
be  suppressed — yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twenty-seven  ; 
so  it  was  rejected.  Other  amendments  were 
offered  by  Mr.  Davis,  but  they  were  rejected. 
Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  as  a 
new  section,  that  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  should  thereafter  be  fifty  per  cent 
greater  than  was  then  allowed  by  law.  Mr.  Car- 
lisle moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  adding 
as  a  proviso,  that  the  pay  of  the  non-commission- 
ed officers  should  not  exceed  twenty-two  dollars 
per  month,  and  Mr.  Hendricks  accepted  it.  After 
debate,  the  amendment  was  rejected — yeas,  six ; 
nays,  thirty.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then 
passed — yeas,  thirty-six;  nays,  one. 

In  the  House,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  Mr. 
Stevens  reported  back,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Senate  amendments.  Mr. 
Holman,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  amendment 
equalizing  the  pay  of  soldiers,  and  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  section,  putting  colored  soldiers 
on  an  equality  with  other  soldiers,  the  word 
"  pay ;"  but  the  motion  failed — yeas,  fifty-two  ; 
nays,  eighty-four.  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  moved 
to  amend  the  Senate  amendment ;  but  the  motion 
was  lost — yeas,  fifty-eight ;  nays,  sixty-five.  He 
then  moved  to  amend  so  much  of  the  Senate 
amendment  as  gave  to  colored  volunteers,  under 
the  call  of  October  seventeenth,  1863,  the  same 
bounties  as  were  given  to  white  soldiers,  so  that 
the  bounty  should  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars— yeas,  seventy-eight;  nays,  fifty -one.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Senate  amendment,  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  proof,  to  allow  full  pay  to 
volunteers  who  were  promised  it  when  enlisted, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  that  all  free  persons  of 
color  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  other  sol- 
diers— yeas,  seventy-three  ;  nays,  fifty-four. 

The  Senate,  on  the  third  of  May,  voted  to  dis- 
agree to  the  House  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  asked  a  committee  of 
conference.  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Henderson  were  appointed  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate.  The  House  insisted  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Schenck, 
and  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Illinois,  managers.  The 
committee  reported  that  they  were  unable  to 
agree  ;  and  a  new  conference  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr:  Ncsrnith.  and  Mr. 
Grimes,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
rill,  of  Vermont,  Mr.  F.irnsworth,  of  Illinois,  and 
Mr.  Grisvvold,  of  New-York,  were  appointed.  On  i 


the  twenty-fifth,  Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  conference 
committee,  made  a  report,  which  was  disagreed 
to — yeas,  twenty-five;  nays,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  House  further 
insisted,  asked  a  further  conference,  and  Mr. 
Stevens*  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Thomas  T. 
Davis,  of  New- York,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  agreed  to 
another  committee,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin, 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  appointed  managers.  On  the  tenth 
of  June;  Mr.  Howe  reported :  "  That  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  disagreement  to  the  eighth  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to^the  same  with 
an  amendment  as  follows,  and  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same :  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause,  (being  section  four,)  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following  :  4  That  all  persons  of  color 
who  were  free  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April, 
1861,  and  who  have  been  enlisted  and  mustered 
into  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay,  bounty,  and  clothing 
allowed  to  such  persons  by  the  laws  existing  at 
the  time  of  their  enlistment.  And  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  determine  any  question  of  law  arising 
under  this  provision.'  "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Fessenden  participated, 
the  report  was  agreed  to  on  the  eleventh. 

The  House  accepted  the  report  on  the  thir 
teenth — yeas,  seventy-one;  nays,  fifty-eight 
By  this  legislation,  colored  troops  were  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  white  troops.  From  the 
first  Of  January,  1864,  colored  volunteers  in  the 
oyal  States,  under  the  call  of  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1863,  were  allowed  the  same  bounty 
as  white  volunteers  ;  and  all  colored  soldiers 
free  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1861,  were  to  re- 
ceive full  pay  ;  and  the  Attorney- General  was 
uthorized  to  decide  whether  colored  men  not 
ree  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  were  entitled  to 
;he  same  pay  as  white  soldiers.  The  bill  was 
approved  on  the  fifteenth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXYIL— The  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
Soldiers  in  the  United  States  Army,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  December, 
1863,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  to  increase  the  bounty  to  volunteers  and 
;he  pay  of  the  army,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  reported 
3ack  by  Mr.  Wilson  on  the  sixteenth,  with 
amendments.  The  bill  provided  that  there 
should  be  paid  to  such  persons  as  had  enlist- 
ed under  the  proclamation  of  the  seventeenth 
of  October,  1863,  calling  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand volunteers,  and  to  such  persons  as  might 
thereafter  enlist  for  the  term  of  three  years,  the 
following  bounties,  namely,  to  veterans,  four 
hundred  dollars  ;  to  all  other  persons,  three 
hundred  dollars.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  authorized  to  pay  a  premium  not  exceeding 
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fifteen  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of  a  veteran 
volunteer,  and  ten  dollars  for  the  enlistment  of 
any  other  volunteer.  That  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  be  appropriated  in  payment  of  the  boun- 
ties. That  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1864, 
the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the  regular  army  and  volunteer 
forces  should  be  as  follows,  namely,  sergeant- 
majors  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  twenty- 
three  dollars  ;  quartermaster-sergeants  of  cavalry 
and  artillery,  twenty-three  dollars  ;  of  infantry, 
twenty  dollars ;  first  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, "and  infantry,  twenty-three  dollars;  ser- 
geants of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  nine- 
teen dollars ;  sergeants  of  ordnance,  sappers  and 
miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four  dollars  ;  cor- 
porals of  ordnance,  sappers  and  miners,  and  pon- 
toniers, twenty  dollars;  privates,  first  class,  eigh- 
teen dollars  ;  second  class,  sixteen  dollars  ;  corpo- 
rals of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  seventeen 
dollars ;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty-three 
dollars ;  buglers,  fifteen  dollars ;  farriers,  and 
blacksmiths  of  cavalry,  and  artificers  of  artil- 
lery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars ;  principal  mu- 
sicians of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two  dol- 
lars ;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and  musi- 
cians of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  four- 
teen dollars.  That  all  enlisted  persons  of  African 
descent  should  have  the  same  uniform,  clothing, 
arms,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  rations,  medi- 
cal and  hospital  attendance,  and  pay,  as  soldiers 
of  the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 
States,  of  like  arm  of  the  service.  That  when- 
ever the  President  should  call  upon  the  several 
States  for  men,  the  quota  of  each  ward  of  a  city, 
town,  or  township,  or  of  a  county,  where  the 
county  was  not  divided  into  wards,  towns,  or 
townships,  should  be,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  therein  liable 
to  render  military  service,  taking  into  account 
the  number  which  had  been  previously  furnish- 
ed, and  the  number  of  men  that  had  entered  or 
might  enter  the  naval  service.  That  chaplains, 
when  absent  from  duty  by  reason  of  wounds  or 
sickness,  should  be  allowed  full  pay  without 
rations,  and  half  pay  with  rations  during  ab- 
sence on  leave  occasioned  by  other  causes ;  and 
chaplains  who  had  been  absent  from  duty  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  full  pay  without  rations. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  December,  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  debated  by  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
Collamer,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Hicks,  and  Mr.  Howard, 
and  slightly  amended.  On  the  ninth  of  February, 
it  was  again  taken  up,  arid,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, laid  on  the  table,  and  not  again  called  up. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  promote  enlist- 
ments into  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  eighteenth, 
Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments. 
The  Senate,  on  the  twenty-first,  proceeded  to  its 
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consideration.  It  consisted  of  seven  sections, 
and  provided :  That  enlistments  thereafter  made  in 
the  regular  army  should  be  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  That  all  persons  of  African  descent  whc 
had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into  the  military 
service,  should  receive  the  same  uniform,  cloth- 
ing, rations,  medical  and  hospital  attendance, 
pay  and  emoluments,  as  other  soldiers  of  the  re- 
gular or  volunteer  forces ;  and  that  every  such 
person  thereafter  mustered  into  service  should  re- 
ceive two  months'  pay  in  advance.  That,  when  any 
man  of  African  descent  owing  service  or  labor  in 
any  State  under  its  laws,  should  be  mustered 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  he,  and  his  mother,  wife,  and  children, 
should  be  for  ever  free.  Full  pay,  without  rations, 
to  chaplains  theretofore  or  thereafter  absent  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  sickness ;  half  pay,  with  ra- 
tions, during  absence  on  leave  occasioned  by 
other  causes.  The  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  were  concurred  in. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Grimes,  it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "two  months'  pay  in  advance,"  to  colored 
volunteers,  and  inserting  the  words,  u  such  sums 
in  bounty  as  the  President  shall  order  in  different 
States  and  parts  of  the  United  States,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars." 

On  the  third  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson,  from 
the  Military  Committee,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers.  It  provided  that 
all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  or  who  might 
be  mustered  into  the  military  service,  should  re- 
ceive the  same,  pay  and  emoluments,  other  than 
bounty,  as  other  soldiers ;  and  that  every  person 
of  color  who  should  thereafter  be  mustered  into 
the  service,  should  receive  such  sums  in  bounty 
as  the  President  should  order,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars.  On  the  fourth,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  debated  on  that  day,  the  tenth, 
the  thirteenth,  the  sixteenth,  the  twenty-third, 
and  the  twenty-ninth,  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Mr. 
Conness,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Sumner, 
Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Salisbury,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Foot,  Mr. 
Clark,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  Mr.  Howard.  Sever- 
al amendments  were  moved,  discussed,  and  acted 
upon,  and  the  joint  resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

In  the  Senate,   on  the  second  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  a  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers, in  lieu  of  the  joint  resolution  recommitted 
to  the  Committee.    It  provided  :  That  all  persons 
of  color  who  had  been  or  might  be  mustered  into 
the  military  service,  should  receive  the  same  uni- 
form, clothing,  rations,  medical  and  hospital  at- 
tendance, pay  and  emoluments,  other  than  boun- 
ty, as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  or  volunteer 
!  forces,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1864 ;  and 
|  that  every  person  of  color  who  should  thereafter 
1  be  mustered  into  the  service,  should  receive  such 
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sums  in  bounty  as  the  President  should  order  in 
the  different  States  and  parts  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.  That 
all  persons  enlisted  and  mustered  into  service  as 
volunteers,  under  the  call  dated  October  seven- 
teenth, 1863,  for  three  hundred  thousand  volun- 
teers, who  were  at  the  time  of  enlistment  actually 
enrolled  and  subject  to  draft  in  the  State  in  which 
they  volunteered,  should  receive  from  the  United 
States  the  same  bounty,  without  regard  to  color. 
That  all  persons  of  color  who  had  been  enlisted 
and  mustered  into  the  service,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  pay  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to 
other  volunteers  in  the  service,  from  the  date  of 
their  muster  into  the  service:  Provided,  Thai  the 
same  should  have  been  pledged  or  promised  to 
them  by  any  officer  or  person,  who,  in  making 
such  pledge  or  promise,  acted  by  authority  of  the 
War  Department. 

The  Senate,  on  the  seventh,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  On  the  eighth,  the  Senate  resumed  its  con- 
sideration, and  Mr.  Davis  moved  that  the  loyal 
owners  of  slaves  taken  into  the  service  should 
be  paid  their  fair  value,  which  should  be  deter- 
mined by  a  commissioner  appointed  by  the  dis- 
trict court.  On  the  ninth,  Mr.  Davis  spoke  at 
great  length  in  favor  of  his  amendment,  and 
against  the  policy  of  the  measure  ;  and  on  the 
tenth,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected — yeas,  six  ;  nays,  thirty-one.  The 
bill  was  then  passed — yeas,  thirty-one ;  nays, 
six. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
army.  It  provided :  That  the  army  rations  should 
thereafter  be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  re- 
gulations on  the  first  day  of  July,  1861,  except- 
ing the  ration  of  pepper.  That  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  there  should  be  added  to  the 
pay  of  all  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the  army,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
the  reduction  of  the  ration,  which  sum  was  de- 
termined and  declared  to  be  two  dollars  per 
month.  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  April,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  army  appropriation  bill  was 
amended  by  adding  as  an  amendment  the  bill 
which  passed  the  Senate  on  the  tenth  of  March, 
to  equalize  the  pay  of  soldiers. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty -ninth  of  April, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, to  which  the  bill  to  equalize  the  pay  of  sol- 
diers had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with 
amendments.  The  bill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted  with 
leave  to  report  at  any  time.  On  the  third  of 
May,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The 
substitute  provided :  That  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  1864,  the  pay  of  soldiers  should  be  sixteen 
dollars  per  month.  That  the  army  rations  should 
be  the  same  as  provided  by  law  and  regulation  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1861.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  volunteers  as 


provided  that  each  company  officer  should  fur- 
nish  his  own  horse,  and  should  receive  forty 
cents  per  day  for  use  and  risk,  should  be  repealed. 
That  the  pay  of  clerks  of  paymasters  in  the 
army  should  be  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum.  That  the  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  1863,  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  na- 
tional forces  should  be  so  amended  that  an  officer 
might  have  leave  of  absence,  without  deduction 
from  his  pay,  for  other  causes  than  for  sickness 
or  for  wounds.  The  substitute  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed — yeas,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five ;  nays,  none. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Wilson, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which 
had  been  referred  the  House  amendments,  re- 
ported them  back  with  amendments  ;  and  the 
Senate,  on  the  sixteenth,  proceeded  to  their  con- 
sideration. The  first  amendment  of  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  House  amendment,  and 
insert :  "  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  May, 
1864,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
rebellion,  the  pay  per  month  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  army,  and 
volunteer  and  drafted  forces  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  as  follows,  namely,  ser- 
geant-majors, twenty-six  dollars ;  quartermaster- 
sergeants  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  twenty-three 
dollars ;  of  infantry,  twenty  dollars  ;  first  ser- 
geants of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry,  twenty- 
four  dollars  ;  sergeants  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry,  twenty  dollars  ;  sergeants  of  ordnance 
sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers,  thirty-four 
dollars ;  corporals  of  ordnance,  sappers  and  min- 
ers, and  pontoniers,  twenty  dollars;  privates, 
first  class  of  the  same  corps,  eighteen  dollars ;  pri- 
vates, second  class  of  the  same  corps,  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  corporals  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
eighteen  dollars  ;  chief  buglers  of  cavalry,  twenty- 
three  dollars  ;  buglers,  sixteen  dollars  ;  farriers 
and  blacksmiths  of  cavalry  and  artificers  of  ar- 
tillery, eighteen  dollars ;  privates  of  cavalry,  ar- 
tillery, and  infantry,  sixteen  dollars  ;  principal 
musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two 
dollars  ;  musicians  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
musicians  of  sappers  and  miners  and  pontoniers, 
sixteen  dollars ;  hospital  stewards  of  the  first 
class,  thirty-three  dollars ;  hospital  stewards  of 
the  second  class,  twenty-five  dollars ;  hospital 
stewards  of  the  third  class,  twenty-three  dollars. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  new  sec- 
tions three,  four,  five,  and  six,  after  the  second 
section  of  the  House  amendments  :  "  That  here- 
after rations  shall  not  be  issued  to  soldiers  sick 
in  hospital,  but  commutation  of  rations  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  into  the  hospital  fund,  at  the 
rate  now  established  by  law,  for  each  soldier  re- 
ported by  the  surgeon  in  charge  as  sick  in  hos- 
pital ;  and  the  receipt  of  the  surgeon  in  charge 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  paymaster, 
or  other  disbursing  officer,  who  may  be  charged 
with  the  payment  of  such  commutation :  Provided, 
That  the  hospital  fund  shall  be  devoted  solely  to 
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the  diet  and  maintenance  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers  in  such  hospital.  And  provided 
further,  that  the  Surgeon-General  shall,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  establish  re- 
gulations for  the  accountability  of  medical  offi- 
cers having  charge  of  the  hospital  fund.  And 
any  officer  who  shall  appropriate  to  his  own  use, 
or  shall  misapply,  any  portion  of  a  hospital  fund, 
or  who  shall  make  any  false  report  of  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  sick  in  hospital,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion, be  punished  as  a  court-martial  or  military 
commission  may  direct.  That  all  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  in  the  regular  arm}^ 
serving  under  enlistments  made  prior  to  July 
twenty-second,  1861,  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
reenlisting  for  the  term  of  three  years  in  their 
respective  organizations,  until  the  first  day  of 
August  next ;  and  all  such  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  so  reenlisting  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  bounties  mentioned  in  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress  approved  January  thirteenth,  1864. 
That  section  thirty-five  of  the  "  Act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1863,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  apply  to  enlisted  men  em- 
ployed as  clerks  and  messengers  in*  the  military 
offices  in  Washington,  and  at  the  several  geo- 
graphical, division,  and  department  headquarters. 
That  there  be  added  to  the  battalion  of  engineers 
one  sergeant-major  and  one  quartermaster-ser- 
geant, who  shall  also  be  commissary-sergeant, 
and  each  shall  have  the  pay  of  a  sergeant  of  en- 
gineers." This  amendment  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  division. 

The  Committee  reported  as  an  amendment,  to 
add  as  new  sections  seven,  eight,  and  nine :  That 
there  should  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part  of, 
the  War  Department,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  rebellion,  a  bureau  to  be  known  as 
the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  to  which  should 
be  returned  for  revision  the  records  and  proceed- 
ings of  all  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
and  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  which  a  record  should  be 
kept  of  all  proceedings  had  thereupon.  That  the 
President  should  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as  the  head  of  said 
bureau,  a  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
one  assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the 
rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  caval- 
ry. And  the  judge-advocate  and  his  assistant 
should  receive,  revise,  and  have  recorded  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry, 
and  military  commissions  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as 
had  before  been  performed  by  the  Judge-Advo- 
cate General  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  should  have  power  to 
appoint  for  said  bureau  one  fourth  class,  one 
third  class,  one  second  class,  and  two  first  class 
clerks.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas, 
twenty-three  ;  nays,  eleven.  The  bill  was  further 
amended  by  adding:  "That  in  all  cases  where  the 
Government  shall  furnish  transportation  and  sub- 
sistence to  discharged  officers  and  soldiers  from 


the  place  of  their  discharge  to  the  place  of  their 
enrolment  or  original  muster  into  the  service, 
they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  travel,  pay,  or  com- 
mutation of  subsistence." 

On  the  seventeenth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  section  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
" colonel,"  and  inserting  "major,"  which  was 
agreed  to — yeas,  twenty- 1 wo  ;  nays,  twelve. 
Mr.  Powell  moved  that  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May,  1864,  the  army  should  be  paid  in 
gold,  or  if  paid  in  paper,  it  should  be  paid  an 
amount  equal  to  gold  at  the  time  of  payment — 
yeas,  six;  nays,  twenty-three.  So  the"  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  It  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
Powell  to  add  to  the  first  section  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Military  Committee,  increasing  the 
pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  a 
proviso  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  not 
apply  to  colored  soldiers ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  five  ;  nays,  twenty-six. 

The  House  disagreed  to  the  Senate  amendments, 
asked  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  F.  W.  Kel- 
logg, of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Rollins,  of  Mis- 
souri, managers  on  the  part  of  the  House.  The 
Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  original  bill,  and  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Nesmith  were  ap- 
pointed managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence, reported  that  the  House  agree  to  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing  the  pay  of 
the  army,  with  some  slight  amendments  ;  that 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment  concern- 
ing rations  issued  to  soldiers  sick  in  hospital ; 
that  the  House  agree  to  the  third  amendment  of 
the  Senate ;  that  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  regulur  army,  serving  under  en- 
listments previous  to  the  twenty-second  of  July, 
1861,  should  have  the  privilege  of  reenlisting  and 
receiving  the  veteran  bounties  ;  that  the  Senate 
recede  from  its  fourth  amendment,  providing 
that  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the  act  for  the  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  ap- 
proved March  third,  1863,  should  not  apply  to 
enlisted  men  employed  as  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  the  military  offices  in  Washington  ;  that 
in  the  second  line  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  Sen- 
ate amendment,  strike  out  all  of  said  section 
after  the  words  "sergeant-major,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  "  who  shall  be  paid  thirty-six  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  who 
shall  also  be.  commissary-sergeant,  who  shall  be 
paid  twenty-two  dollars  per  month."  And  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended.  That 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the 
sixth  Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion 
of  section  seven.  Strike  out  the  fourth,  fifth, 
and  all  of  the  sixth  line  down  to  the  word 
and"  in  the  seventh  Senate  amendment,  and 
insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof,  "  The  rank, 
pay,  and  allowances  of  a  brigadier-general,  and 
an  assistant  judge-advocate  general,  with  the 
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rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry." After  the  word  "advocate,"  in  the  sev- 
enth line  of  said  seventh  Senate  amendment, 
insert  the  word  "general;"  and  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  do  agree  to  said  Senate  amend- 
ment as  amended.  That" the  House  of  Represent- 
atives do  agree  to  the  eighth  Senate  amendment, 
to  wit,  the  insertion  of  section  nine.  That  the 
House  of  Representatives  do  agree  to  the  ninth 
Senate  amendment,  to  wit,  the  insertion  of  sec- 
tion ten.  That  the  House  of  Representatives 
agree  to  the  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  of 
the  Senate  amendments.  The  report  of  the  con- 
ference committee  was  accepted  in  both  Houses, 
and  the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  June 
twentieth,  1864. 

No.  LXVIII. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Ex- 
amination of  certain  Officers  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  February,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  examination  of  certain  officers 
of  the  army,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

On  the  third,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
vi  amendment.  The  bill  provided  :  That  every 
•juartermaster  and  assistant  quartermaster,  every 
jommissary  and  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, every  paymaster  and  additional  paymaster 
should  appear  for  examination  before  a  board, 
composed  of  three  officers  of  the  corps  to  which 
he  belonged.  And  all  members  of  such  boards  of 
examination  shall  swear  that  they  will  conduct 
all  examinations  with  impartiality,  and  with  a 
sole  view  to  the  qualifications  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  be  examined.  That  boards  of  exami- 
nation should  be  constituted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 
and  the  Paymaster-General,  at  convenient  places. 
That  after  the  board  should  be  constituted,  and 
after  the  general  orders  should  have  been  pub- 
lished for  a  period  of  ninety  days,  none  of  the 
officers  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  the  act 
should  receive  any  pay,  allowances,  or  emolu- 
ments, until  they  should  have  appeared  before 
the  board  of  examination.  That  if  the  board  of 
examination  should  report  that  any  officer  does 
not  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  they 
should  forward  the  record  of  the  examination 
to  the  head  of  the  bureau  to  which  he  might  be- 
long ;  and  if  the  head  of  such  bureau  should  ap- 
prove the  finding,  the  officer  so  failing  in  his  ex- 
amination should,  if  commissioned,  be  dismissed 
from  the  service  with  one  month's  pay;  and  if 
not  yet  commissioned,  his  appointment  should 
be  revoked  ;  and  if  the  board  should  report  that 
any  officer  failed  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion by  reason  of  intemperance  or  vicious  habits, 
and  if  the  head  of  the  bureau  should  approve  the 
finding  and  report  of  the  board  as  to  his  lack  of 
the  requisite  business  qualifications,  then  such 
officer  should  be  dismissed  without  pay,  and 
should  not  be  permitted  to  reenter  the  service  as 
an  officer.  That  the  boards  of  examination 
should  forward  all  their  records  of  examination 


to  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  to  which  they  ap- 
pertain, and  such  records  should  be  filed  in  the 
proper  bureaus. 

On  the  ninth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the 
bill  was  taken  up,  the  amendments  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee  on  the  tenth.  On  the  twen- 
ty-first of  June,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  it  back 
with  amendments.  The  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed  without  a  di- 
vision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  amendments 
were  referred  to  the  Military  Committee,  and 
on  the  twenty-third,  the  Committee  reported  in 
favor  of  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
concurred  in  the  ameridments.  So  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  June,  1864. 

No.  LXIX. —  The  Joint  Resolution  to  provide 
for  the  Publication  of  a  Fall  Army  Register. 
In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  a  joint  resolution  to  provide 
for  the  publication  of  a  full  army  register.  It 
authorized  and  required  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
connection  with  the  army  register  for  the  year 
1864,  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published  a  full 
roster  or  roll  of  all  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  of 
volunteers  who  had  been  in  the  army  since  the 
beginning  of  the  rebellion,  showing  whether  they 
were  yet  in  the  service  or  had  been  discharged, 
and  giving  casualties  and  other  explanations  pro- 
per for  such  register.  And  to  defray,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  expenses  of  this  publication,  an 
edition  of  fifty  thousand  copies  of  such  enlarged 
register  should  be  published,  and  might  be  sold 
to  officers,  soldiers,  or  citizens,  at  a  price  which 
should  not  more  than  cover  the  actual  cost  of 
paper,  printing,  and  binding,  and  should  not  in 
any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume.  The  re- 
solution passed  without  a  division.  In  the  Sen- 
ate, on  the  twenty-seventh,  Mr,  Anthony,  of 
Rhode  Island,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back 
without  amendment.  The  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  1864. 

No.   LXX. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  more 

speedy  Punishment  of  Guerrilla  Marauders, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixth  of  June,  1864,  Mr. 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  more  speedy  pun- 
ishment of  guerrillas,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Mr.  Eldridge,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  Lost — yeas,  thirty-five ; 
nays,  sixty-seven.  It  was  then  passed — yeas, 
seventy-two ;  nays,  thirty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  Mr. 
Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
to  which  the  bill  of  the  House  had  been  referred, 
reported  it  back  with  an  amendment.  The  bill 
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provided  :  That  the  provisions  of  the  twenty-firs 
section  of  the  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  th< 
national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  third,  1863,  should  apply  as  well  to  the 
sentences  of  the  military  commissions  as  to  those 
of  courts-martial;  and  thereafter,  the  commanding 
general  in  the  field,  or  the  commander  of  the  de- 
partment, as  the  case  might  be,  should  have  power 
to  carry  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas, and  for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  as- 
sault with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  customs  of  war,  as  well  as 
sentences  against  spies,  mutineers,  deserters,  and 
murderers.  The  second  section  provided  that 
every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  general  court- 
martial  should  have  power  to  pardon  or  mitigate 
any  punishment  ordered  by  such  court,  includ- 
ing that  of  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  ex- 
cept the  sentence  of  death,  or  of  cashiering  or 
dismissing  an  officer,  which  sentences  it  should 
be  competent,  during  the  continuance  of  the  re- 
bellion, for  the  general  commanding  the  army  in 
the  field  or  the  department  commander,  as  the 
case  might  be,  to  remit  or. mitigate  ;  and  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  approved,  July  seventeenth, 
1862,  chapter  two  hundred  and  one,  be  repealed 
so  far  as  it  related  to  sentences  of  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary.  The  Military  Committee  re- 
ported in  favor  of  striking  out  of  the  first  section 
after  the  word  "  guerrillas,"  the  words,  u  for  rob- 
bery, arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  rape,  and  the  violation  of  the  laws  and 
customs  of  war."  The  amendment  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  Howard,  of  Michigan. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson  modified 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  word  "and," 
so  that  it  would  read  :  u  Shall  have  power  to 
carry  into  execution  all  sentences  against  guer- 
rillas for  robbery,  arson,  burglary,  rape,  assault 
with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  for  violation  of 
the  laws  and  customs  of  war."  Mr.  Johnson  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Davis  de- 
nounced it  as  "another  of  the  series  of  strange  and 
absurd  bills  that  these  extraordinary  times  have 
originated."  But  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  the  thirtieth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Hendricks 
moved  to  amend  it  by  providing  that  the  term 
41  guerrillas"  therein  contained  should  not  be  held 
to  include  persons  employed  in  the  authorized 
service  of  the  enemy.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the  words, 
44  whose  operations  shall  be  conducted  according 
to  the  laws  of  war."  But  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected,and  Mr.  Hendricks's  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sumner,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  provide  that  wherever  the  word 
u  guerrilla"  occurred,  the  word  marauders  should 
be  inserted,  so  as  to  read  "  guerrilla  marauders." 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section,  providing  that  when  a  soldier  in  hospital 
should  be  discharged  from  the  military  service, 
but  should  be  unable  to  leave  or  to  avail  himself 
of  his  discharge  in  consequence  of  sickness  or 
wounds,  and  should  subsequently  die  in  such 


hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died  in 
the  military  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  amendment  was  so  amended  as  to 
read,  "  when  a  soldier  in  any  hospital  shall  have 
been  discharged  or  shall  be  discharged ;"  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Wil- 
son then  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding,  "  that  payments  which  have  been  made 
by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned  officers  of 
volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of  their  enrol- 
ment, and  for  a  time  previous  to  their  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  shall,  if  other- 
wise correct,  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  such 
paymasters'  accounts  ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed, 
and  its  title  amended  so  as  to  read :  "  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  more  speedy  punishment  of  guer- 
rilla marauders,  and  for  other  purposes." 

In  the  House,  on  the  first  of  July,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  were  disagreed  to,  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  asked  for,  and  Mr.  Farnsworth, 
of  Illinois,  Mr.  Holman,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  More- 
head,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  managers. 
The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted  on 
its  amendments,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana, 
and  Mr.  Van  Winkle,  of  West-Virginia,  were  ap- 
pointed managers. 

On  the  second,  Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  :  "  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and'  agree  to  the  same.  That 
the  Senate  recede  from  its  second  amendment, 
being  the  proviso  to  the  first  section.  That  the 
House  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Sen- 
ate's third  amendment,  and  agree  to  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment :  add  to  the  end 
of  said  amendment  the  following  words,  "  so  far 
as  relates  to  bounties."  That  the  Senate  recede 
rom  its  further  amendment.  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  the  title  of  said  bill  and  agree  to  the 
same."  The  report  was  agreed  to.  The  House 
of  Representatives  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  the  bill  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  second  of  July, 
1864. 

No.  LXXI. — The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  letter 
Organization  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  March,  1864, 
Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee.  On  the  fourth  of  April,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  with  amendments.  The 
bill  provided:  That  there  should  be  established  in 
the  office  of  the  Quartermaster-GvirK'raj,  to  exist 
during  the  rebellion  and  one  yeay  there  after,"  thcT 
Allowing  divisions,  each  of  which^oul^e-gl^ced  ' 
n  the  charge  of  a  competent  offifcer  oi*  the  qtiar- 
iermaster's  department,  who  should,^  under  such 
rules  as  might  be  prescribed  by  tire  Quartermas- 
,er-General,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transact  the  business  of  such  division,  to 
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wit:  The  first  division  should  have  charge  of  th 
purchase,  procurement,  and  disposition  of  horses 
and  mules.  The  second  division  should  have  charge 
of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue,and  disposition 
of  cloth  and  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
and  accoutrements.  The  third  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  and 
maintenance  of  all  vessels  to  be  used  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army,  and  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  of  their  supplies.  The  fourth  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  charter,  hire,  main- 
tenance, and  procurement  of  all  transportation 
for  the  army,  and  its  supplies  by  land  and  upon 
the  western  rivers.  The  fifth  division  should 
have  charge  of  the  purchase,  procurement,  issue, 
and  disposition  of  forage  and  straw.  The  sixth 
division  should  have  charge  of  the  erection,  pro- 
curement, maintenance,  and  disposition  of  all  bar- 
racks, hospital  buildings,  storehouses,  stables, 
bridges,  wharves,  and  other  structures  composed 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  lumber,  and  of  all  lumber, 
nails,  and  hardware  for  building  purposes.  The 
seventh  division  should  have  charge  of  the  pur- 
chase, procurement,  issue,  and  disposition  of  all 
wagons,  ambulances,  travelling-forges  and  har- 
ness. The  eighth  division'  should  have  charge 
of  all  inspections  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  of  all  reports  made  by  officers  assigned 
to  inspection  duty,  analyzing  and  preserving  the 
reports  as  received,  and  communicating,  through 
the  Quartermaster-General,  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
proper  divisions  such  portions  of  the  reports  as 
might  be  necessary  for  their  information  and  use. 
The  ninth  division  should  have  charge  of  all 
the  correspondence,  returns,  reports,  and  records 
received,  filed,  and  preserved  in  the  office  of  the 
Quartermaster-General.  That  the  supplies  and 
material  for  the  quartermaster's  department 
should  be  purchased,  after  due  public  notice,  by 
the  heads  of  the, several  divisions,  except  in  cases 
of  supplies  procured  within  the  field  of  active 
military  operations.  That  the  heads  of  the  sev- 
eral divisions  should,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Quartermaster-General,  from  time  to  time  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  movements  and  operations  of  the  several  ar- 
mies, and  for  other  military  purposes,  in  news- 
papers having  general  circulation  in  those  parts 
of  the  country  where  such  supplies  could  be  most 
advantageously  furnished  ;  and  all  such  supplies 
should  be  subject  to  careful  inspection  ;  and  all 
clothing  and  carnp  and  garrison  equipage  should 
be  subject  to  a  double  inspection — first,  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  material,  and  second,  as  to  the  kind 
and  character  of  the  workmanship.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General  to  es- 
tablish depots,  from  time  to  time,  at  places  con- 
venient to  the  principal  armies  in  the  field,  for 
receiving  and  distributing  the  supplies  necessary 
for  such  armies.  That  when  an  emergency  should 
exist  requiring  the  immediate  procurement  of  sup- 
plies for  the  necessary  movements  and  operations 
of  an  army,  and  when  such  supplies  could  not  be 
procured  from  any  established  depot  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  or  from  the  head  of  the 
division  charged  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  such 


supplies,  within  the  required  time,  then  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  commanding  officer  of  such  army 
to  order  the  chief  quartermaster  of  such  arrny  to 
procure  such  supplies  during  the  continuance  of 
such  emergency,  but  no  longer.  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  im- 
mediately after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  at 
least  once  in  every  three  months  thereafter, 
to  require  from  the  principal  quartermasters 
of  the  several  military  departments  and  de- 
pots, approximate  statements  of  the  aggregate 
amounts  of  supplies  on  hand,  and  estimates  of 
the  additional  amounts  required  for  the  serv- 
ice for  the  ensuing  three  months,  stating  at  what 
places  such  supplies  would  be  required,  and  what 
amounts  were  legally  contracted  for  but  not  de- 
livered. That  all  inspectors  of  horses,  mules, 
clothing,  fuel,  forage,  lumber,  hired  transports, 
and  other  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment should  be  sworn  to  perform  their  du- 
ties in  a  faithful  and  impartial  manner,  and 
should,  for  any  corruption,  wilful  neglect,  or 
fraud  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  be  liable 
to  punishment  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  by  sen- 
tence of  court-martial  or  military  commission. 
That  if  any  contractor  or  person  furnishing  sup- 
plies or  transportation  should  give,  or  offer  to 
ive,  or  cause  to  be  given,  to  any  officer  or  em- 
ployee of  the  quartermaster's  department  having 
charge  of  the  receipt  or  disposition  of  the  sup- 
plies or  transportation  furnished  by  him,  or  in 
any  way  connected  therewith,  any  money  or 
other  valuable  consideration,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, all  contracts  and  charters  with  such  per- 
son should,  at  the  option  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  null  and  void.  That  whenever  it  should 
become  necessary  to  purchase  any  steam  or  sail- 
ng  vessel  for  the  use  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, the  same  should  be  first  inspected  by 
one  or  more  competent  naval  officers.  That  the 
officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  several  divisions 
should,  during  the  time  that  they  remain  in  such 
Charge,  each  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments 
of  a  colonel  in  the  quartermaster's  department. 
A.nd  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion, 
the  Secretary  of  War  might  assign  to  duty,  as  in- 
spectors of  the  quartermaster's  department,  six 
officers,  to  be  selected  from  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer officers  who  should  have  served  for  not 
ess  than  one  year  in  that  department,  who  should 
lave,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  the  tempo- 
rary rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  lieutenant- 
colonels  of  the  quartermaster's  department. 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  the  Senate,  on  motion 
>f  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
he  bill ;  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and 
;he  bill,  as  amended,  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mclndoe,  of  Wisconsin,  referred  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty  - 
burth  of  June,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported 
t  back  with  amendments,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth,  the  amendments  of  the  Committee,  to- 
gether with  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Mas- 
achusetts,  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed passed. 
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The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  voted 
to  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  and 
ask  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes.  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  Mr. 
Powell  were  appointed  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

On  the  .twenty-ninth,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  insisted  on  its  amendments  ;  agreed 
to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the  Speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Ucming,  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Ward,  of  New- York,  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  reported  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  first  amendment,  that  the  Senate 
agree  to  the  other  amendments,  except  the  thir- 
ty-first amendment,  and  agree  to  it  with  an 
amendment.  The  report  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
first  of  July,  Mr.  Wilson  made  a  report  from  the 
conference  committee,  which  was  agreed  to  ;  and 
the  bill  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
fourth  of  July,  1864. 

No.  LXXIL— The  Bill  to  amend  the  Several  Acts 

for  Enrolling  and   Calling  out  the  National 

Forces. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May, 
1864,  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New-York,  introduced  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of  persons  from  lia- 
bility to  military  duty  by  reason  of  the  payment 
of  money,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twen- 
ty-fifth, Mr.  Morgan  reported  it  back  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate,  on  the  eighth  of  June,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  and  amendments.  It  proposed  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  enrolment  act  as  authorized  the 
discharge  of  persons  drafted,  on  the  payment  of 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  procuration  of  a 
substitute.  The  Committee  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  add  as  a  new  section,  That  nothing  in 
the  act  approved  Februar}r  twenty-fourth,  1864, 
amending  the  act  approved  March  third,  1863,  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
should  be  construed  to  repeal  that  part  of  the  act 
approved  March  third,  1863,  which  required  that 
the  board  of  enrolment,  in  making  drafts,  should 
"  make  a  draft  of  the  required  number  and  fifty 
per  cent  in  addition  ;"  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  The  Committee  also  reported  an 
amendment  to  add  as  a  new  section,  That  section 
twelve  of  the  "Act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  approved  March  third,  1863, 
be  so  amended  that  the  notice  to  be  served  on 
drafted  men  might  be  served  within  ten  days 
after  such  draft,  or  at  any  time  within  six  months 
therefrom  ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new 
section  :  That  the  President  be  authorized,  on  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  call  out,  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  one  year,  such  number  of 
men  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  re- 
quire by  draft,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  approved  March  third,  1863,  entitled,  "An 
act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national 


forces,"  and  the  act  approved  February  twenty- 
fourth,  1864,  entitled,  "An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled,  'An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces.'  "  After  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Conness,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, Mr.  Grimes,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  par- 
ticipated, the  Senate  adjourned. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Wil- 
son's amendment  to  draft  for  one  year  instead  of 
three  years.  Mr., Wilson  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  enable  Mr.  Collamer  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment, in  four  sections :  That  all  calls  for  drafts 
thereafter  made  under  the  act  entitled,  "An  act  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  third,  1863, 
and  of  any  act  in  addition  to  or  amendment 
thereof,  should  be  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year.  That  this  act  should  not  extend  to  or  in- 
clude drafts  to  be  made  in  any  district  or  sub- 
division thereof,  to  fill  its  quota  on  calls  already 
made,  but  the  same  should  be  completed  under 
the  laws  in  force  before  the  passage  thereof.  That 
no  person  drafted  on  future  calls  should  be  liable 
to  be  again  drafted  until  the  present  enrolment 
should  be  exhausted.  That  the  number  of  men 
furnished  from  any  district  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  and  above  its  quota  on 
calls  heretofore  made,  and  the  term  of  service  of 
such  men,  should  be  considered  and  allowed  to 
said  district  in  calls  thereafter  made. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  at  great  length 
by  Mr.  Collamer,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr. 
Nesmith,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Doolittle,  and  Mr.  McDougall.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Collamer's  first  section, 
and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-twro ;  nays, 
seventeen.  The  other  sections  of  Mr.  Collamer's 
amendment  were  then  adopted. 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  new 
section  requiring  Indian  tribes,  having  treaties 
and  receiving  annuities,  to  furnish  their  quotas, 
the  force  so  furnished  to  be  used  in  maintaining 
peace  among  the  Indians,  and  relieving  troops 
employed  against  hostile  tribes.  The  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Hale, 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  Mr.  Doolittle,  Mr.  Hendricks, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr. 
McDougall,  and  Mr.  Howe,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Doo- 
ittle  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Brown's  amendment 
ay  substituting  for  it  a  provision  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  receive  into  the  military 
service  Indian  tribes  in  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  to  be  employed  as  a  part  of  the  military 
brce  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  and 
protecting  from  hostile  incursion  the  Indian  Ter- 
•itory,  and  other  Territories  where  the  hostile  or 
nvading  force  was  in  whole  or  in  part  composed 
of  hostile  Indians ;  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-four; 
nays,  twelve.  The  amendment  as  amended  wa.; 
then  rejected — yeas,  ten  ;  nays,  twenty-nine.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  sec- 
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tion  :  That  every  person  who  should  be  drafted 
under  calls  thereafter  made,  and  who  should 
serve  honorably  for  a  period  of  one  year,  should 
receive  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
paid  upon  his  discharge  from  the  service ;  and 
every  person  so  drafted,  and  who  should  be  hon- 
orably discharged  after  a  term  of  service  less 
than  one  year,  should  receive  a  bounty  propor- 
tioned to  his  term  of  service.  Mr.  Conness  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  that,"  and  inserting:  "  From  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  every  able-bodied 
volunteer  who  shall  be  accepted  and  who  shall 
enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  after  one  year's  service, 
one  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  now 
provided  by  law."  After  debate  Mr.  Conness 
withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  vote  was  tak- 
en on  Mr.  Wilson's  amendment,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing as  a  new  section,  That  when  a  soldier,  sick  in 
hospital,  should  be  discharged  from  the  military 
service,  but  should  be  unable  to  leave,  or  avail 
himself  of  his  discharge,  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness or  wounds,  and  should  subsequently  die  in 
such  hospital,  he  should  be  deemed  to  have  died 
in  the  military  service ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  payments  which  had 
been  made  by  paymasters  to  non-commissioned 
officers  of  volunteer  regiments  from  the  date  of 
their  enlistment,  and  for  a  time  previous  to  their 
muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
should,  if  otherwise  correct,  be  allowed,  in  the 
settlement  of  such  paymasters'  accounts ;  and  it 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  McDougall  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  by  adding :  That  ten 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  substitutes 
should  not  be  allowed  in  lieu  of  persons  drafted. 
Mr1.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Hale  opposed  it,  and  it  was 
rejected — yeas,  six  ;  nays,  thirty-five. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New-Jersey,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding,  as  a  new  section,  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  private,  or  other  per- 
son, who  had  been,  or  should  thereafter  be,  dis- 
charged from  the  army,  within  two  years  from 
the  date  of  their  enlistment,  by  reason  of  perma- 
nent injuries  received,  or  permanent  disability 
contracted,  in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same  bounty,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  he  might  have  served,  as  was  granted,  or 
might  thereafter  be  granted,  to  the  same  class 
of  persons  who  were  discharged  after  a  service 
of  two  years  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
adding  that  hospital  matrons  should,  after  the 
first  of  July,  1864,  receive  twelve  dollars  per 
month  and  one  ration. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  repealing  the  commutation  clause  of  the 
enrolment  act,  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twen- 
ty-one ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Conness  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost 
— yeas,  fifteen  ;  nays,  twenty-four.  Mr.  Stunner 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring  drafted 


persons  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  three  hundred 
dollars  commutation,  on  all  incomes  over  one 
thousand  dollars  and  not  over  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, five  per  cent ;  on  all  incomes  over  two  thou- 
sand dollars  and  not  over  five  thousand  dollars, 
ten  per  cent ;  and  on  all  incomes  over  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  twenty  per  cent ;  the  money  to  be 
paid  in  bounties  to  men  drafted  and  mustered 
into  the  service.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes,  the 
bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Military  Committee. 
On  the  twenty-first,  Mr.  Morgan  reported  back 
the  bill  without  amendment.  The  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  proceeded,  on  the  twenty- 
third,  to  its  consideration.  The  amendments 
which  had  been  adopted  fell  by  the  recommit- 
ment, and  the  original  bill,  providing  simply  for 
the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dollar  commuta- 
tion clause,  was  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Morgan  moved  to  amend  it  by  add- 
ing, as  a  second  section,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Collamer :  That  in  calls  for  drafts  there- 
after ma^de,  under  the  act  "  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  the  acts  in 
addition  to  or  amendatory  thereof,  the  same 
might  be  made  for  such  term  of  time  as  the  Pres- 
ident should  direct,  not  exceeding  one  year.  Mr. 
Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to 
make  it  read,  "shall  be  made  for  one  year;" 
lost — yeas,  twelve  ;  nays,  eighteen.  Mr.  Chand- 
ler moved  to  amend  Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  by 
striking  out  "  not  exceeding  one  year,"  and  in- 
serting "  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
years  ;"  lost — yeas,  sixteen  ;  hays,  twenty-three. 
Mr.  Morgan's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to — 
yeas,  twenty-five ;  nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Colla- 
mer then  moved  that  the  sum  paid  as  commuta- 
tion money  should  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, instead  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  but  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Grimes  moved  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Collamer,  providing  that  the  num- 
ber of  men  furnished  from  any  district  to  the 
service  beyond  and  above  calls  theretofore  made, 
and  the  term  of  service  of  such  men,  should  be 
considered  and  allowed  to  said  district  in  calls 
thereafter  made,  should  be  added  as  a  new  sec- 
tion ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Grimes,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  adding 
as  a  new  section  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Collamer,  providing  that  no  person  drafted  on 
future  calls,  or  who  should  volunteer  to  fill  the 
same,  should  be  liable  to  be  again  drafted  until 
the  existing  enrolment  should  be  exhausted. 
The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed — yeas, 
twenty-four;  nays,  seven. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-first  of  June,  Mr. 
Schenck,  fro-m  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  further  regulate  and  provide  for  enroll- 
ing and  calling  out  the  national  forces.  Mr. 
Randall,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  its  second 
reading.  On  the  question,  should  the  bill  be  re- 
jected, the  yeas  were  seventy-five,  and  the  nays 
were  seventy -five ;  the  Speaker  voted  nay,  and 
the  bill  was  not  rejected.  Mr.  Elaine,  of  Maine, 
i  moved  to  strike  out  the  two  first  sections,  pro- 
viding that  no  payment  of  money  should  be  ac- 
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cepted  by  the  Government  to  release  any  drafted 
person  from  the  performance  of  military  duty, 
and  that  no  substitute  should  be  accepted  for  a 
drafted  person,  unless  he  be  the  father,  brother, 
or  son  of  the  drafted  man.  The  question,  after 
debate,  was  taken  on  the  motion  striking  out  the 
first  section ;  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  one 
hundred ;  nays,  fifty.  The  second  section  was 
then  stricken  out  without  a  division.  Mr.  Broom- 
all,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a  substitute  for  the 
bill.  Mr.  Fenton,  of  New-York,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  adding  that  the  President  should  accom- 
pany any  order  for  a  draft  -of  men  for  military 
service  with  a  notice  that  he  would  accept  volun- 
teers or  substitutes  in  lieu  of  such  drafted  men 
prior  to  the  day  appointed  for  the  draft,  to  fill  up 
the  quota  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  town,  town- 
ship, ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  of 
any  county  not  so  sub-divided ;  and  every  per- 
son so  volunteering,  in  lieu  of  a  man  to  be  draft- 
ed, should  be  credited  to  such  town,  township, 
ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or  county  not 
so  sub-divided ;  and  if  he  volunteered,  or  was 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  a  drafted  man,  and 
was  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  a 
term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  should 
receive  and  be  paid  by  the  United  States  a  bounty 
of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  two 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars  ;  and  if  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  a  bounty  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars ;  one  half  of  which  said  bounty 
should  be  paid  to  the  soldier  at  the  time  of  his 
being  mustered  into  the  service,  one  fourth  at 
the  expiration  of  one  half  his  term  of  service,  and 
one  fourth  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service. 

Mr.  Ashley,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  of 
the  amendment,  "  be  credited  to  such  town, 
township,  precinct,  or  election  district,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  the  words,  "if  subject  to  enrolment, 
be  credited  to  the  town,  township,  precinct,  or 
election  district  in  which  he  may  be  liable  to  en- 
rolment ;  if  not  so  subject,  to  the  town,  town- 
ship, precinct,  or  election  district  in  which  he 
may  have  volunteered ;"  and  it  was  agreed  to— 
yeas,  sixty-four  ;  nays,  forty-one.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Boutwell,  it  was  further  amended  by  adding  : 
That  no  volunteer  or  substitute  who  should  be 
honorably  discharged  previous  to  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  his  enlistment,  should  be  entitled 
to  his  full  bounty  for  the  term  of  his  enlistment. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  after 
the  word  "service"  the  words,  '4  But  in  case  of 
his  death  when  in  said  service,  the  residue  of  his 
bounty  shall  be  paid  to  his  legal  representatives  ; 
and  in  case  of  his  honorable  discharge  from 
wounds  or  sickness  incurred  in  the  service,  he 
shall  receive  the  full  bounty ;"  and  it  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Farnsworth  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 
Mr.  Fenton's  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  House  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Schenck  offered 
a  substitute  for  the  substitute  moved  by  Mr. 
Broornall.  The  substitute,  in  eight  sections,  pro- 


vided :  For  the  repeal  of  the  three  hundred  dol- 
lar commutation.  For  drafting  for  a  period  not 
less  than  one  year.  For  a  bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  one  year,  two  hundred  dollars  for 
two  years,  and  three  hundred  dollars  for  three 
years.  For  allowing  drafted  men  to  select  their 
organizations,  when  not  filled.  For  discharging 
minors  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  forbid- 
ding officers  to  muster  into  the  service  minors 
under  sixteen  years  of  age.  For  allowing  pro- 
vost-marshals to  make  a  draft  of  fifty  per  cent  in 
addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill  the  quota. 
For  allowing  to  drafted  persons  transportation. 
For  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  in  the  rebel 
States. 

The  bill  was  debated  by  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 
Odell,  of  New- York,  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  Mr. 
Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Blair,  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
Dawes  and  Mr.  Boutwell,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  Kernan  and  Mr.  Fernando  Wood,  of  New- 
York.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  ;  but 
the  motion  was  lost — yeas,  fifty-seven ;  nays, 
seventy-eight.  The  main  question  was  then  or- 
dered, and  the  House  adjourned. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  House  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Schenck  demanded  > 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment,  and  they 
were  ordered.  The  amendment  was  lost — yeas, 
sixty-two ;  nays,  ninety-one.  The  vote  was  then 
taken  on  Mr.  BroomalPs  substitute,  and  it  was 
rejected.  Mr.  Stevens  moved  an  amendment  as 
a  substitute,  %i  ten  sections.  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, proposed  ten  additional  sections,  giv- 
ing credit  for  naval  enlistments,  and  allowing  ad- 
ditional time  for  persons  drafted  who  should  be 
absent  in  pursuit  of  their  business ;  and  Mr.  Stev- 
ens accepted  them  as  part  of  his  amendment. 
Mr.  Blair  moved  to  amend  the  original  bill  by 
adding,  That  thereafter  no  person  should  be  re- 
ceived or  accepted  to  serve  in  the  army  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  anjr  other  person  liable  to  military  du- 
ty, and  who  might  have  been  enrolled  or  drafted 
for  that  purpose ;  but  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed— twenty-five  voting  for  it,  and  ninety-three 
against  it. 

Mr.  Schenck  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adopting  a  substitute  for  the  substitute  of  Mr. 
Stevens.  The  substitute,  he  said,  was  the  Sen- 
ate bill  on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  substi- 
tute was  lost — yeas,  fifty-eight ;  nays,  ninety- 
two.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stevens's 
substitute,  and  it  was  lost — yeas,  twenty-three  ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

Mr.  Smithers,  of  Delaware,  offered  a  substitute 
for  the  original  bill.  It  provided :  That  the  Presi- 
dent might  call  for  any  number  of  men  as  vol- 
unteers, for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two,  and 
three  years,  and  any  person  mustered  into  the 
service  for  the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  should  receive  and  be  paid  by  the 
United  States  a  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars; 
and  if  for  a  term  of  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  three  hundred  dollars  ;  and 
if  for  a  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged, a  bounty  of  four  hundred  dollars.  That 
in  case  the  quota  or  any  part  thereof  of  any  town, 
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township,  ward,  precinct,  or  election  district,  or 
of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  should  not  be 
filled  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  such 
call,  then  the  President  should  order  a  draft  for 
one  year  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof 
which  might  be  unfilled ;  and  in  case  of  any  such 
draft,  no  payment  of  money  should  be  accepted 
or  received  by  the  Government  as  commutation 
to  release  any  enrolled  or  drafted  man  from  per- 
sonal obligation  to  perform  military  service.  That 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  executive  of  any  of 
the  States  to  send  recruiting  agents  into  any  of 
the  States  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  to  recruit 
volunteers  under  any  call  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  who  should  be  credited  to  the  State 
and  to  the  respective  subdivisions  thereof  which 
might  procure  the  enlistment.  That  drafted  men, 
substitutes,  and  volunteers,  when  mustered  in, 
should  be  organized  into  or  assigned  to  regiments, 
batteries,  or  other  organizations  of  their  own 
States,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  should,  when 
assigned,  be  permitted  to  select  their  own  regi- 
ments, batteries,  or  other  organizations  from 
among  those  of  their  respective  States,  which,  at 
the  time  of  assignment,  might  not  be  filled  to 
their  maximum  number.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  discharge  minors  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  under  the  circumstances  and  on 
the  conditions  prescribed  in  said  section  ;  and 
thereafter,  if  any  officer  of  the  United  States 
should  knowingly  enlist  or  muster  into  the  mili- 
tary service  any  person  under  the  ^e  of  sixteen 
years,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  his  parent 
or  guardian,  such  person  so  enlisted  or  recruited 
should  be  immediately  and  unconditionally  dis- 
charged ;  and  such  recruiting  or  mustering  offi- 
cer should  be  dismissed  the  service  with  forfeit- 
ure of  all  pay  and  allowances.  That  section 
three  of  an  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled,  *  An  act  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  ap- 
proved February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  authorize  and  direct  district  provost- 
marshals,  under  the  direction  of  the  Provost- 
Marshal  General,  to  make  a  draft  for  fifty  per 
cent  in  addition  to  the  number  required  to  fill 
the  quota  of  any  district,  as  provided  by  said  sec- 
tion. That,  instead  of  travelling  pay,  all  draft- 
ed persons  reporting  at  the  place  of  rendezvous 
should  be  allowed  transportation  from  their  pla- 
ces of  residence  ;  persons  dischaisged  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  should  be  allowed  transportation 
to  their  places  of  residence.  That  all  persons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
entered  said  service  during  the  present  rebellion, 
who  had  not  been  credited  to  the  quota  of  any 
town,  district,  ward,  or  State,  by  reason  of  their 
having  been  in  said  service  and  not  enrolled  prior 
to  February  twenty-fourth,  1864,  should  be  en- 
rolled and  credited  to  the  quotas  of  the  town, 
ward,  district,  or  State  in  which  they  respective- 
ly resided.  That  if  any  person  duly  drafted 
should  be  absent  from  home  in  prosecution  of  his 
usual  business,  the  provost-marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict should  cause  him  to  be  duly  notified  as  soon 
as  might  be,  and  he  should  not  be  deemed  a  de- 


serter, nor  liable  as  such,  until  notice  had  been 
given  to  him  and  reasonable  time  allowed  for  him 
to  return  and  report  to  the  provost-marshal  of 
his  district ;  but  such  absence  should  not  other- 
wise affect  his  liability  under  the  act.  The  vote 
was  then  taken  on  the  substitute;  and  it  was 
lost — yeas,  seventy-five  ;  nays,  seventy-seven. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Mr.  Blair,  of  "West- Vir- 
ginia, moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  Mr.  Smith- 
ers's  substitute.  Mr.  Holman  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table — yeas,  seventy-three  ;  nays, 
eighty-five.  Mr.  Blair's  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  eighty-three ; 
nays,  seventy-one.  Mr.  Smithers's  amendment, 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  was  then  agreed  to 
— yeas,  eighty-one ;  nays,  seventy-five.  Mr. 
Stevens  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing that  nothing  contained  in  the  act  should  be 
construed  to  alter,  or  in  any  way  affect  the  law 
relative  to  those  conscientiously  opposed  to  bear- 
ing arms.  Mr.  Pike,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Stevens's  •  amendment  requiring  the  enrol- 
ment of  persons  between  forty-five  and  fifty 
years  of  age ;  but  it  was  lost — yeas,  forty-seven ; 
nays,  one  hundred  and  two.  Mr.  Stevens's 
amendment  was  then  agreed  to — yeas,  seventy- 
seven  ;  nays,  sixty-four.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
was  then  passed — yeas,  eighty-two  ;  nays,  seven- 
ty-seven. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  the  bill  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back 
with  amendments.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  Senate,  in  the  evening  session,  proceeded  to  its 
consideration.  After  being  debated  and  amend- 
ed in  several  particulars,  Mr.  Grimes  moved 
to  amend  it  by  substituting  for  it  the  bill  that 
passed  the  Senate ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  moved  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  adding  as  a  new  section,  That  all  enlist- 
ments that  had  been  made  into  the  naval  service 
or  marine  corps  since  the  passage  of  the  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled,  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  national  forces,"  and  which  should 
thereafter  be  made  into  the  naval  service  or  ma- 
rine corps,  should  be  allowed  and  credited  to  the 
appropriate  township,  precinct,  or  district,  on  ac- 
count of  which  such  enlistments  had  been  or 
might  "be  made,  in  the  same  manner  as  enlist- 
ments for  the  army  were  allowed  and  credited  to 
the  several  townships,  precincts,  or  districts ;  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sherman 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a  new  section, 
"  That  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bounties 
and  of  enforcing  the  draft,  there  be  levied  and 
collected,  in  addition  to  the  duties  imposed  by 
law,  a  special  duty  of  five  per  cent  on  all  incomes 
exceeding  six  hundred  dollars,  accruing  during 
the  year  1864;"  and  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  twenty -five ;  nays,  seven.  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  moved  to  add  a  section  forbidding 
any  State  to  recruit  in  other  States ;  and  it  was 
agreed  to.  The  bill  as  amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  thirtieth,  Mr.  Stevens  moved  that  the 
amendment  to  assess  on  incomes  a  tax  to  pay 
the  bounties,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  enrol- 
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ment  act,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  contra 
rened  the  first  clause  of  the  seventh  section  o 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitec 
States,  and  was  an  infringement  on  the  privilege 
of  the  House,  and  that  the  bill,  with  the  amend 
ments,  be  respectfully  returned  to  the   Senate 
with  a  message  communicating  the  resolution 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to.     The  Senate  re 
turned  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  section  ob 
jected  to  left  out.     The  House  proceeded  to  con 
sider  the  bill,  and  after  debate,   in  which  Mr. 
Dawes,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Schenck,  and  Mr.  Hard 
ing  participated,  Mr.  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio,  moved 
that  no  levy  of  troops  should  be  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  exTcept  by  volunteering,  till 
such  time  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  have  made  a  .request  for  an  armistice,  and 
should  have  made  such  efforts  as  were  consistent 
with  honor  to  restore  harmony  among  the  States 
by  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  empowered 
to  negotiate  for  peace  upon  terms  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  and 
until  such  efforts  should  have  been  rejected  by 
the  so-called  confederate  government.     Mr.  Cox 
moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table ; 
lost — yeas,  forty-three  ;  nays,  fifty-seven.     The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Le  Blond's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected — yeas,  eleven  ;  nays, 
eighty-nine. 

On  the  first  of  July,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Amendments  were  offered  by  Mr.  Davis, 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Morrill,  Mr.  Orth,  Mr.  Thomas, 
and  Mr.  Garfield.  The  amendments  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas and  Mr.  Davis  were  rejected,  and  those  of 
Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Orth,  and  Mr.  Garfield  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  disagreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Schenck,  the  House  asked  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, and  the  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Garfield, 
Mr.  Smithers,  and  Mr.  Kernan  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  insisted 
upon  its  amendments,  agreed  to  the  committee 
of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  managers. 
On  the,  twenty-second,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  con- 
ference committee,  reported  u  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  its  amendments  to  the  House  bill,  and 
agree  to  it  with  several  amendments."  After  de- 
bate, the  vote  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
report,  and  it  was  non-concurred  in-— yeas,  six- 
teen ;  nays,  eighteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Sher- 
man, the  Senate  insisted  on  its  amendments  to 
the  bill,  and  asked  a  further  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses — yeas,  twen- 
ty-eight ;  nays,  eight.  Mr.  Foster  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote,  and  it  was  reconsidered 
— yeas,  twenty ;  nays,  seventeen.  Mr.  Sherman 
then  withdrew  his  motion.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Conness,  the  Senate  reconsidered  its  vote  non- 
concurring  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference — yeas,  •  eighteen ;  nays,  seventeen. 
The  vote  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
conference  committee's  report ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to — yeas,  eighteen ;  nays,  seventeen.  In  the 


House,  Mr.  Garfield  made  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 
yeas,  sixty-six  ;  nays,  fifty-five.  The  bill  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  fourth  of  July, 
1864 

No.  LXXIIL. — The  Joint  Resolution  expressive 
of  the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  the  Veteran  Sol- 
diers who  have  reenlisted  in  the  Army. 
In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  February, 
1864,  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  the  veteran  soldiers  who  have  reenlisted 
in  the  army.  It  declared  that  the  thanks  of 
Congress  are  given  to  those  noble  and  brave  men 
who,  having  so  gallantly  endured  the  hardships 
and  perils  of  war  for  more  than  two  years,  in 
support  of  their  country's  flag,  present  the  sub- 
lime spectacle  of  again  voluntarily  enrolling  them- 
selves in  the  army  of  the  Union  for  another  three 
years'  campaign,  or  so  long  as  the  war  shall  con- 
'inue;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  the 
resolution  to  be  read  to  each  of  the  veteran  regi- 
ments who  had  reenlisted,  or  should  reenlist. 
The  joint  resolution  was  passed  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  first  of  March,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  it  back  with- 
out amendment.  The  resolution  was  unanimous- 
y  passed,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  President 
n  the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  1864. 

o.  LXXIV. — The  Bill  to  increase  the  Number 
of  Cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the  Standard  of 
Admission  to,  the  Military  Academy. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
864,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  increase 
he  number  of  cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the  stand- 
rd  of  admission  to,  the  Military  Academy,  which 
yas  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Corn- 
littee.  The  bill  provides :  "  That  the  President  of 
he  United  States  may  appoint,  in  addition  to  the 
umber  of  cadets  heretofore  authorized  by  law, 
wo  cadets  for  each  State  represented  in  Congress, 
vho  shall  be  actual  residents  of  the  State  for 
hich  they  may  be  appointed,  and  fifty  cadets 
•  be  appointed  from  the  military  forces  of  the 
Jnited  States,  regular  and  volunteer,  who  shall 
ave  served  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one 
ear.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
s  a  cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  who  shall  be 
ess  than  seventeen  or  more  than  twenty  years 
f  age  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  his 
dmission.  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
uly,  1866,  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a  ca- 
et  at  the  Military  Academy  until  he  shjfll  have 
assed  a  full  and  satisfactory  examination  in  the 
ollowing-named  branches  of  education  :  First, 
pelling,  reading,  writing,  and  the  grammatical 
onstruction  of  the  English  language.  Second. 
in  outline  of  the  physical  and  political  geogra- 
hy  and  of  the  history  of  the  United  States, 
.^hird.  Arithmetic,  to  include  the  decimal  numer- 
tion,  the  four  ground  rules,  the  tables  of  the 
tandard  weights  and  measures,  and  the  coins  of 
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the  United  States,  England,  and  France ;  reduc 
tion  of  weights,  measures,  and  so  forth  ;  vulgar 
and  decimal  fractions,  and  ratios  and  proportions 
Fourth.  Algebra,  to  include  the  solution  and  dis 
cussion  of  equations  of  the  second  degree.  Fifth, 
Geometry,  to  comprise  the  principal  theorems 
and  problems  of  plane  geometry  which  treat  of 
right  lines,  angles,  triangles,  polygons,  and  t'he 
circle.  That  the  President  may,  from  time  to 
time,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Annual 
Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Academic  Board  of  the 
Military  Academy,  make  such  changes  in  the 
qualifications  for  admission  provided  for  in  the 
preceding  section  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  1866,  no 
person  shall  be  admitted  a  cadet  at  the  Military 
Academy,  nor  shall  any  cadet  receive  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  who  has  not  undergone  a 
medical  examination,  and  been  pronounced  physi- 
cally qualified  for  the  duties  of  a  soldier."  The 
bill  was  not  reported  back  from  the  Military 
Committee. 

No.  LXXV.  —  The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  ThanJcs  of  the  People  and  of  Congress  to 
Major- General  William  T.  Sherman,  and  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  Ms  Command,  for 
their  gallant  Conduct  in  their  brilliant  Move- 
ment through  Georgia. 

In  the  House,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865, 
Mr.  Cole,  of  California,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Ma- 
jor-General William  T.  Sherman.  The  resolution 
declared :  That  the  thanks  of  the  people  and  of 
Congress  be  tendered  to  Major-General  William 
T.  Sherman,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  their  brilliant  expedition  through 
G-eorgia.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  the  sixth,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  back  the  resolution  with  a 
substitute,  enlarging  its  scope  so  as  to  include 
the  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  The 
substitute  provided:  "That  the  thanks  of  the 
people  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
be  tendered  to  Major-General  William  T.  Sher- 
man, and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  in  their  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  and  the  triumphal  march  thence  through 
Georgia  to  Savannah,  terminating  in  the  capture 
and  occupation  of  that  city  ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent cause  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  be  en- 
grossed and  forwarded  to  General  Sherman."  The 
substifute  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution 
as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  House  announcing  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  people 
and  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Sherman,  his 
officers  and  men.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of 
Indiana,  the  resolution  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration. Mr.  Trumbull  moved  its  reference  to  , 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  In  making  1 


the  motion,  he  said  :    "  The  \vhole  country  ap- 
preciates— I  certainly  do — the  distinguished  serv- 
ices of  Major-General  Sherman ;  but  I  think  we 
had  better  not  take  the  resolution  out  of  the 
ordinary  course."    "Mr.  Johnson  declared  that, 
"however  proper  it   might  have  been,  even  if 
there  were  a  uniform  rule,  to  make  the  reference 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  yet,  as 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  to 
take  the  resolution  up  that  it  might  be  acted 
upon  at  once,  a  delay  now  in  acting  upon  it, 
(although  I  am  sure  such  is  not  the  motive  that 
governs  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or  would  gov- 
ern any  other  member  of*  the  Senate,)  would  be 
considered,  perhaps,  by  the  public  as  an  intima- 
tion or  an  indication  that  there  was,  on  the  part 
of  some  one  member  of  the  Senate,  an  unwilling- 
ness to  award  this  tribute  to  that  gallant  officer 
and  his  men."     Mr.  Foster  said  :   "  The  thanks 
of  Congress  to  an  officer  for  gallant  service  I 
deem  to  be  an  honor  and  a  great  honor ;  but  it 
"s   only  when   they  are   cordially   and  without 
hesitation  offered.     If  we   are   to   hesitate   and 
liggle  about  thanking  an  officer  or  an  army,  I 
:hink  we  had  better   do   nothing  about   it.     I 
lope  we  shall  act  upon  this  resolution  without  a 
reference."    "  When  General  Sherman,"  said  Mr. 
Clark,   "cut  loose  from  Atlanta,   and  marched 
upon  the  coast,  it  was  said  that  he  violated  all 
;he  proprieties  and  rules  of  the  military  service. 
I  would  be  glad,  in  this  instance,  to  violate  the 
)ractice  of  the  Senate,  and  give  him  the  thanks 
f  Congress."     Mr.  Davis  said  the  vote  of  thanks 
would  have  more  moral  value  to  the  hero  it  was 
ntended  to  honor  if  it  were  done  deliberately  and 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Senate.     The 
motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  joint  resolution 
was  unanimously  passed,  and  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  tenth  of  January,  1865. 

S"o.  LXXVI.  —  The  Resolution  to  present  the 
Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-General  Alfred 
H.  Terry,  and  the  Officers  and  Men  under  his 
Command. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
865,  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Connecticut,  introduced  a, 
oint  resolution   tendering  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry  for  the 
>rilliant   victory   of    Fort   Fisher,    and    it   was 
ead  twice  and  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
ee.     On  the  nineteenth,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  reported  it  back  in  a  new 
draft.     The  amendment  of  the  Committee  was 
,o  strike  out  after  the  resolving  clause,  and.  in- 
sert :  "  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented 
o   Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  to  the 
)fficers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  the  un- 
surpassed gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  by  them 
n  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant 
and   decisive  victory  by  which   that   important 
ork  had  been  captured  from  the  rebel  forces, 
and   placed   in  the   possession   and   under   the 
authority  of  the  United  States,   and  for  their 
ong  and  faithful  service  and  unwavering  devo- 
ion  to  the  cause  of  the  country  in  the  midst  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  and  dangers. 
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"  And  le  it  -further  resolved,  That  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  com 
municate  this  resolution  to  Major-General  Terry 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un 
der  his  command.     The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.     The  joint  resolution  passed,  and  the  title 
was  so  amended  as  to  read  :   "  A  joint  resolutior 
to  present  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major-Gen 
eral  Alfred  H.  Terry  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command." 

In  the  House,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  res 
olution  was  reported  back  by  Mr.  Schenck  from 
the  Military  Committee,  to  whom  it  had  been  re 
ferred,  with  an  amendment  inserting  the  word 
"brevet"  before  "major-general."     The  amend- 
ment  was   agreed   to ;    the  joint   resolution   as 
amended  passed  ;    the  Senate  concurred  in  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  1865. 
No.  LXXVIL — The  Joint  Resolution  to  present 
the  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- General  Phi- 
lip H.  Sheridan,  and  the  Officers  and  Men  un- 
der his  Command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-third  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Washburne,  of  Illinois,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Major-General  Sheridan,  his  officers  and  men, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  twenty-fifth, 
Mr.  Deming,  of  Connecticut,  reported  it  back 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 
The  substitute  declared :  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress be  tendered  to  Major-General  Philip  H. 
Sheridan  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  the  gallantry,  military  skill,  and 
courage  displayed  in  the  brilliant  series  of  vic- 
tories achieved  by  them  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  especially  for  their  services  at 
Cedar  Run,  on  the  nineteenth  of  October,  1864, 
which  retrieved  the  fortunes  of  the  day  and 
averted  a  great  disaster  ;  and  it  further  requested 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  communi- 
cate the  resolution  to  Major-General  Sheridan, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  un- 
der his  command.  The  substitute  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  resolution  as  amended  passed — yeas, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one;  nays,  two.  In  the 
Senate,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  the 
joint  resolution  without  amendment.  By  unan- 
imous consent  it  was  considered  and  passed,  and 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  ninth  of 
February,  1865. 

No.  LXXVIIL— The  Bill  to  increase  the  Pay  of 
the  Officersof  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes. 
In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Yeaman,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army.  The  first 
section  provided  that  officers  of  the  army  should 
be  exempt  from  the  tax  on  their  pay.  The  second 
section  provided  that  during  the  rebellion,  the 
pay  proper  of  staff  and  line-officers  of  the  army 
below  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  should  be : 


Colonels  of  infantry  and  artillery,  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars ;  lieutenant-colonels,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars  ;  majors,  one  hundred 
and  five  dollars ;  captains,  ninety  dollars  ;  first 
lieutenants,  seventy-seven  dollars  ;  second  lieu- 
tenants, seventy  dollars;  colonels  of  all  other 
arms  of  the  service,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars ;  lieutenant-colonels,  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  ;  majors,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars  ;  captains,  one  hundred  and  two  dollars  . 
and  fifty  cents  ;  lieutenants,  eighty  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents.  The  third  section  provided : 
That  hereafter,  whenever  any  officer  or  soldier 
should  be  discharged  from  the  service,  except  by 
way  of  punishment  for  an  offence,  he  should  be 
furnished  transportation  from  the  place  of  his 
discharge  to  his  then  actual  place  of  residence ; 
or,  in  case  transportation  could  not  be  furnished 
by  the  Government,  then  he  should  be  paid  the 
actual  cost  of  travelling  in  money.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Rice,  of  Massachusetts,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  include  naval  officers.  Mr.  Ross, 
of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  increase 
the  pay  of  soldiers  to  twenty  dollars  per  month, 
and  it  was  agreed  to— yeas,  eighty-two  ;  nays, 
thirty-three.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Farns worth,  of 
Illinois,  the  pay  of  assistant  surgeons  was  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

No.  LXXIX.— The  Bill  to  increase  the  Efficien- 
cy of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army. 
In  the  House,  on  the   twenty-first  of  June, 
L864,  Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
tary  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  ef 
ficiency  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army,  which 
was  passed  without  opposition.     On  the  second 
f  July,  Mr.    Morgan,   of  New- York,  from    the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred,  reported  it  back  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  it  had  been  recommitted, 
Deported  back  the  House  bill  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  medical  corps  of  the  army  with- 
out amendment.  It  provided  :  That  the  medi- 
cal director  of  an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of 
wo  or  more  army  corps,  and  the  medical  di- 
rector of  a  military  department  in  which  there 
were  United  States  general  hospitals  containing 
°our  thousand  beds  or  upward,  should  have  the 
*ank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cav- 
alry ;  and  that  the  medical  director  of  an  army 
corps  in  the  field,  or  of  a  department  in  which 
here  were  United  States  general  hospitals  con- 
fining less  than  four  thousand  beds,  should 
lave  the  rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieuten- 
int-colonel  of  cavalry.  This  increased  rank  and 
ay  should  only  continue  to  medical  officers 
vhile  discharging  such  special  duties  ;  and  the 
assignments  from  time  to  time  to  such  duty 
hould  be  at  least  two  thirds  of  them  made  from 
among  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of 
volunteers.  Mr.  Hale  desired  to  know  what 
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would  be  "  the  increased  pay  of  these  officers, 
and  how  many  of  them  would  be  increased." 
Mr.  Wilson  replied,  that  the  medical  director  of 
an  army  in  the  field  consisting  of  two  or  more 
corps,  would  be  increased  from  a  major  to  a 
colonel,  and  so  with  a  medical  director  of  a  mil- 
itary department  where  there  wera  United  States 
general  hospitals  containing  four  thousand  beds 
and  upward.  Wherever  there  was  an  army  con- 
4  sisting  of  more  than  one  corps,  the  medical  di- 
rector would  be  increased  in  rank.  Some  of  the 
directors  of  large  armies,  after  being  in  service 
for  a  long  while — three  years — were  simply  ma- 
jors, with  the  same  rank  and  pay  with  which 
they  entered  the  service,  and  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  were  leaving  the  service. 
They  had  no  opportunity  for  promotion.  No 
service,  no  fidelity,  brought  them  an  increase  of 
pay  or  any  reward  whatever.  Many  of  them 
were  leaving  the  service  and  returning  home,  and 
it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  we  were 
getting  the  necessary  surgeons  for  the  army ;  and 
unless  some  action  was  taken,  a  great  many  of 
our  best  surgeons  would  leave  the  service.  It 
was  in  the  power  of  a  good  surgeon  to  render 
immense  service  to  the  country,  and  to  save  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  the 
army  and  in  the  large  departments  and  hospitals. 
Mr.  Hale  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered  on  its  passage — yeas,  twenty-five  ;  nays, 
three.  So  the  bill  passed  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February, 
1865. 

No.  LXXX.—Army  Register. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee-  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  in  connec- 
tion with  the  army  register  of  1865,  to  cause 
to  be  printed  and  published  a  full  roster  of  all 
general,  field,  line,  and  staff-officers  of  volun- 
teers who  had  been  in  the  army  during  the  re- 
bellion. It  was  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  the  joint  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs ;  and  on  the 
twenty-second  of  February  it  was  reported  back 
by  Mr.  Wilson  with  amendments.  The  first 
amendment  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"required,"  in  the  second  line,  to  and  including 
"sixty-five,"  in  line  three,  so  that  it  would  read: 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  and 
required  to  cause  to  be  printed  and  published 
a  full  roster  of  all  general,  field,  line,  and  staff- 
officers  of  volunteers."  The  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  The  second  amendment  was  after 
the  word  "  States,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert 
"  at  any  time  ;"  so  that  the  clause  would  read, 
"who  have  been  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  at  any  time."  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to.  The  third  amendment  was  after  the  word 
"  rebellion,"  in  the  sixth  line,  to  insert  the  words, 
"including  all  informal  organizations  which  have 
been  recognized  or  accepted  and  paid  by  the 
United  States."  The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  fourth  amendment  was  to  strike  out  in  the 
tenth  line,  the  word  "  fifty,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
of  it,  "twenty-five,"  so  that  the  clause  would 
read,  "an  edition  of  twenty -five  thousand  copies." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  fifth  amend- 
ment, was  after  the  word  "  binding,"  in  the  fif- 
teenth line,  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  and  shall 
not  in  any  case  exceed  one  dollar  per  volume." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  passed.  The  House  concurred 
in  these  amendments,  except  the  last  one.  The 
Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  receded  from 
its  fifth  amendment.  So  the  joint  resolution 
was  passed,  and  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  second  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXL— The  Bill  for  the  letter  Organi- 
zation of  the  Subsistence  Department. 
In  the  House,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December, 
1864,  Mr.  Schenck,  of  Ohio,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  a  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  subsistence  department, 
which  was  read  twice  and  recommitted.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  February,  1865,  Mr.  Schenck 
reported  back  the  bill  with  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to.  The  bill  provided  :  That  during 
the  continuance  of  the  rebellion,  the  Secretary 
of  War  might  assign  to  each  geographical  mili- 
tary division,  to  each  separate  army  in  the  field 
consisting  of  more  than  one  army  corps,  to  each 
military  department,  and  to  each  principal  sub- 
sistence depot,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  an 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department  to  act  as 
chief  commissary,  and  also  an  officer  of  the  sub- 
sistence department  as  assistant  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  each  of 
whom,  while  so  assigned  and  acting,  should  have 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of 
the  subsistence  department ;  and,  in  like  manner, 
might  assign,  for  purposes  of  inspection  or  other 
special  duty  in  the  subsistence  department,  com- 
missaries of  subsistence,  not  exceeding  six  in 
number,  each  of  whom,  while  so  assigned  and 
acting,  should  have  the  temporary  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  sub- 
sistence department  ;  and  to  each  army  corps  an 
officer  of  the  subsistence  department,  to  be  chief 
commissary  of  the  corps,  with  the  like  rank  o^ 
lieutenant-colonel ;  and,  in  like  manner,  might 
assign  to  each  division  of  two  or  more  brigades  a 
commissary,  who,  while  so  assigned  and  acting, 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
major  of  the  subsistence  department :  Provided, 
That  when  any  one  of  said  officers  was  relieved 
from  such  duty,  his  increased  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments,  allowed  because  of  such  assignment, 
should  cease,  and  he  should  return  to  his  commis- 
sioned rank  in  the  subsistence  department :  And 
provided  further,  That  the  officers  authorized  to  be 
assigned  by  the  a"ct  should  be  selected  from  the 
commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  commis- 
sions or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service  only. 

The  second  section  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent might  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  as  many  commissaries  of 
subsistence  of  volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  cap- 
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tain,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  re- 
quire. The  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed  with- 
out debate. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-second,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  it  had  been  referred,  reported  back  with 
amendments  the  House  bill  for'the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  subsistence  department.  On  the 
twenty-third,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Military  Committee.  The 
House  bill  excluded  all  army  officers  from  the 
promotions  provided  for  by  the  bill ;  and  the 
Committee  reported  an  amendment,  giving  at 
least  two  thirds  in  each  grade  to  commissaries 
in  the  volunteer  service;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the 
second  section  authorizing  the  appointment  of  as 
many  commissaries  as  the  exigencies  of  the  serv- 
ice might  require  was  stricken  out.  The  bill 
as  amended  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  Mr.  Schenck 
moved  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  commissary 
department.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  non-concurred  in. 
The  Senate  on  the  third,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, insisted  on  its  amendments.  The  House  in- 
sisted upon  its  disagreement,  and  asked  a  com- 
mittee of  conference.  The  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  agreed  to  a  committee  of  confer-* 
ence,  and  appointed  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New-York, 
Mr.  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Kentucky,  managers.  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported,  that  the  pro- 
viso should  read :  That  the  officers  authorized  by 
the  act  should  be  selected  for  each  grade  from 
the  commissaries  of  subsistence  who  held  com- 
missions or  rank  in  the  volunteer  service,  and  in 
the  regular  subsistence  department,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  each  of  said  classes  re- 
spectively in  service  at  the  date  of  its  passage. 
The  report  was  concurred  in.  The  House  adopt- 
ed the  report  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schenck,  and  the 
bill  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXIL— The  Bill  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  National  Defence  ly  Estab- 
lishing a  Uniform  Militia  throughout  the 
United  States. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  ninth  of  February,  1865, 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  bill 
to  establish  a  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr.  Wilson 
reoorted  it  back.  It  consisted  of  ten  sections, 
and  provided : 

1st.  That  every  male  citizen,  or  person  who 
had  declared  his  intention  to  become  such,  be- 
tween twenty-one  and  forty-five  years  of  age, 
should  be  enrolled  in  the  militia. 

2d.  That  the  following  should  be  enrolled  but 
exempted,  namely:  The  Vice-President,  judicial 
and  executive  officers,  members  of  Congress  and 


officers,  custom-house  officers  -and  clerks,  in- 
spectors of  exports,  pilots,  mariners  in  service, 
officers  who  had  served  three  years  in  the  army, 
navy,  or  militia,  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  army 
or  navy,  artificers  or  workmen  in  the  armories, 
postmasters  and  assistants,  post-officers,  post- 
riders  and  stage-drivers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  ferrymen  on  post-roads,  telegraph 
operators  on  duty,  Quakers  and  Shakers,  and  all 
persons  then  or  thereafter  exempted  from  militia 
duty  by  State  law. 

3d.  Idiots,  lunatics,  common  drunkards,  vaga- 
bonds, paupers  or  criminals  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  serve. 

4th.  Arranged  the  militia  into  divisions,  bri- 
gades, regiments,  battalions,  companies,  and  bat- 
teries, and  enumerates  the  rank  and  number  of 
officers  to  be  attached  thereto,  also  the  number 
of  privates. 

5th.  Established  a  militia  bureau  in  the  War 
Department  for  the  carrying  out  of  all  laws  per- 
taining to  the  militia. 

6th.  Designated  the  title  of  the  chief  officer* of 
such  bureau,  and  defines  his  duty. 

7th.  Secretary  of  War  authorized  to  appoint 
clerks,  and  classify  and  pay  them. 

8th.  Assistant  adjutant-generals  were  to  be 
appointed  in  each  State,  and  cooperate  with  chief 
of  bureau,  and  defines  their  duties. 

9th.  When  the  militia  was  called  out  or  ac- 
cepted by  the  President,  pay  and  pensions  were 
to  be  the  same  as  to  the  regular  army. 

10th.  Repeals  certain  acts  relative  to  militia 
then  in  operation. 

No  action  was  taken  on  this  bill  during  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

No.  LXXXIII. — The  Joint  Resolution  to  en- 
courage the  Employment  of  Disabled  and  Dis- 
charged Soldiers. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  fourteenth  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  preferring  the  appointment  to  all  inferior 
offices  of  persons  honorably  discharged  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  submitted  a  report  and 
joint  resolution  to  encourage  the  employment  of 
disabled  and  discharged  soldiers.  The  report 
set  forth :  That  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
national  and  State  governments  to  give  the  pre- 
ference for  appointments  in  the  various  oivil 
offices  to  persons  who  had  been  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  or  who  had  suffered  perman- 
ent disability  while  in  the  service,  provided  they 
possessed  the  qualifications  necessary  to  prop- 
erly discharge  the  duties  of  such  offices.  The 
number  of  civil  offices,  however,  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  government,  though  large 
at  present,  bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  had  honorably  served 
their  country  in  the  field,  and  who  had  been  dis- 
abled by  wounds  or  disease  incurred  in  the  line 
of  duty.  The  great  mass  of  the  men  who  had 
served  the  country  in  the  army  and  navy  must, 
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of  necessity,  engage  again  in  the  varied  avoca 
tions  of  civil  life.  While  it  was,  therefore,  the 
duty  of  the  national  government,  in  its  civil  ap 
pointments,  to  give  the  preference  to  men  who 
had  been  maimed  by  wounds,  or  broken  by  dis- 
ease, it  was  the  sacred  duty  of  bankers,  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and 
business  men  in  all  the  various  avocations,  to 
give  the  preference  in  all  industrial  pursuits  to 
soldiers  who  had  been  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  of  their  country.  The  joint  resolu- 
tion declared  that  persons  honorably  discharged 
from  the  military  or  naval  service  by  reason  of 
disability  resulting  from  wounds  or  sickness  in- 
curred in  the  line  of  duty,  should  be  preferred 
for  appointments  to  civil  offices,  provided  they 
should  be  found  to  possess  the  business  capacity 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  such  offices  ;  that,  in  grateful  recognition  of 
the  services,  sacrifices,  arid  sufferings  of  persons 
honorably  discharged  from  the  military  and 
naval  service  by  reason  of  wounds,  disease,  or 
the*  expiration  of  terms  of  enlistment,  it  was 
respectfully  recommended  to  bankers,  merchants, 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  farmers,  and  persons 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  to  give  them  the 
preference  for  appointments  to  remunerative  sit- 
uations and  employments. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  March,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  joint  resolution  was  taken  up, 
and  it  passed  without  division  in  both  Houses, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXTY.— The  Bill  to  provide  for  a  Chief 
of  Staff'  to  the  Lieutenant- General  Command- 
ing the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  February, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for 
a  chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Military 
Committee.  On  the  first  day  of  March,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amendment. 
By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill,  which  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  a 
chief  of  staff  to  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  armies  of  the  United  States,  who 
should  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  United  States  army.  It 
was  passed  without  debate  or  opposition.  On 
the  second  of  March,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Schenck,  took  the  bill  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  passed  it  without  opposition.  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of  March, 
1865. 

No.  LXXXV.— The  Joint  Resolution  tendering 
the  ThanJcs  of  Congress  to  Major- General 
George  H.  Thomas,  and  the  Army  under  his 
Command. 

In  the  House,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
ution,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major- 


General  George  H.  Thomas  and  the  army  undo 
his  command,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee.  On  the  twentieth, 
Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  reported  it  back,  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Military  Committee 
was,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 
and  insert :  "  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be 
tendered  to  Major-General  H.  Thomas,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for 
their  skill  and  dauntless  courage,  by  which  the 
rebel  army  under  General  Hood  was  signally 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see." The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  passed. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  eleventh  of  February, 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution,  tendering  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major-General  Thomas,  without 
amendment.  On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Missouri,  called  up  the  resolution,  and  proposed 
an  amendment,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress 
to  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee.  The  amendment 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  the 
twenty-first,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  it  was  amended,  by 
adding  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  tendered 
to  Captain  S.  Phillips  Lee,  and  to  the  officers  and 
seamen  under  his  command,  for  the  skill,  gallant- 
ry, and  good  conduct  exhibited  by  them  in  co- 
operation with  the  land  forces  under  command 
of  Major-General  Thomas  in  the  great  and  de- 
cisive victories  in  Tennessee.  The  resolution  as 
amended  was  then  passed. 

On  the  third  of  March,. Mr.  Schenck,  from  the 
ommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  the 
joint  resolution,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
amendment  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Captain  Lee  be  not  concurred  in ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  receded 
rom  its  amendment,  and  the  joint  resolution  was 
passed,  and  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVI.— The  Bill  for  the  Better  Organi- 
zation of  the  Pay  Department  of  the  Army. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson  introduced  a  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  pay  department  of  the  army, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  On  the  ninth  of  February,  Mr. 
Wilson  reported  it  back  without  amendment.  It 
provided  that  the  Paymaster-General  should  have 
the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  brigadier-gen- 
eral. That  there  should  be  added  to  the  pay 
lepartment  two  assistant  paymaster -generals, 
tvho  should  be  ex-officio  inspector-generals  of 
the  department,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  colonels  of  infantry.  That  the  appoint- 
nlents  to  these  offices  should  be  made  by  selec- 
tion from  the  officers  of  the  pay  department, 
including  the  additional  paymasters  and  the 
chief  clerk,  and  who  should  have  had  at  least 
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two  years'  service.  That  the  assistant  and  dep- 
uty paymaster-generals  should  give  bonds.  That 
whenever  a  pay  district  should  be  established, 
for  the  charge  of  which  no  assistant  or  deputy 
paymaster-general  should  be  available  as  chief, 
the  Secretary  of  War  might  detail  any  paymaster 
or  additional  paymaster  to  do  the  duties  of  such 
chief;  and  during  the  continuance  of  such  de- 
tail, the  officer  so  detailed  should  have  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  deputy  paymaster- 
general.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  should 
have  authority  to  detail  officers  of  the  pay  de- 
partment for  duty  as  inspectors  of  such  depart- 
ment, not  exceeding  four  at  any  one  time. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr.  Sprague,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  the  bill 
had  been  recommitted,  reported  it  back  without 
amendment,  and  on  his  motion,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  it.  Mr.  Sprague  moved  to 
amend  the  third  section,  so  that  two  thirds  of 
the  appointments  should  be  from  the  volunteer 
paymasters,  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
On  Mr.  Sprague' s  motion,  it  was  further  amend- 
ed, so  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  should  con- 
tinue to  the  end  of  the  war  and  one  year  there- 
after. On  the  first  of  March,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded further  to  consider  the  bill,  and  after  de- 
bate it  was  passed  over  and  not  again  taken  up. 
It  was  twice  moved  by  Mr.  Sprague  as  an  amend- 
ment, but  failed. 

No.  LXXXVII.— The  Bill  to  incorporate  the 
National  Military  and  Naval  Asylum. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
national,  military,  and  naval  asylum  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  totally  disabled  officers  and  men  of 
the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  read  twice.  The  bill  provided  :  That  General 
Grant,  Admiral  Farragut,  Vice-President  Ham- 
lin,  Andrew  Johnson,  Vice-President  elect,  Chief- 
Justice  Chase,  Mr.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 
and  Mr.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,'  and 
ninety-three  other  eminent  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  a  body  corporate  for  the  purposes 
of  the  act.  That  the  corporation  should  consist 
of  one  hundred  members,  and  have  power  to  fill 
all  vacancies  created  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  and  to  make  by-laws,  rules,  and  regu- 
lations. That  the  business  of  the  corporation 
should  be  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve  direct- 
ors, a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  and  a  sec- 
retary. That  the  board  of  directors  should  have 
authority  to  procure  a  site  for  a  military  asylum 
for  officers  and  men  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  been  or  might  thereafter 
be  totally  disabled  by  wounds  received  or  sick- 
ness contracted  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty 
during  the  rebellion.  That  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  this  asylum,  there  should 
be  appropriated  all  stoppages  or  fines  adjudged 
against  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen, 
by  sentence  of  courts- martial  or  military  com- 
mission, all  forfeitures  on  account  of  desertion 
from  the  volunteer  service,  and  all  moneys  due 
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deceased  volunteer  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen 
which  then  were  or  should  be  unclaimed  for  three 
years  after  the  death  of  such  officers,  soldiers,  01 
seamen,  and  all  donations  of  money  or  property 
by  any  person  or  persons  for  the  benefit  of  tht 
asylum.  That  the  selection  of  the  site  for  the 
asylum,  and  the  plan  of  the  buildings,  and  th<, 
rules  for  the  general  and  internal  direction  of 
the  asylum  should  be  made  by  the  directors  : 
but  no  selection  of  a  site  for  the  asylum,  01 
adoption  of  any  plan  of  buildings,  should  bt 
agreed  upon  until  after  the  sum  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars  should  have  been  first  subscribed  or 
donated,  and  paid  into  .the  treasury  of  said  cor- 
poration. That  the  officers  of  the  asylum  should 
consist  of  a  governor,  a  deputy  governor,  a  sec- 
retar}r,  and  a  treasurer;  and  such  officers  should 
be  appointed  from  the  pensioned  officers  of  the 
volunteer  force.  That  all  volunteer  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  seamen,  who  had  served  during  the 
rebellion,  who  had  been  totally  disabled  by 
wounds  received  or  sickness  contracted  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  should  be  entitled  to  the 
.benefits  of  the  asylum.  That  the  directors 
should  make  an  annual  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  asylum  to  the  War  Department,  which 
should  be  communicated  to  Congress.  That  all 
inmates  of  the  asylum  should  be  made  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  be  governed 
thereby  as  if  they  were  in  the  army  or  navy. 

On  the  first  of  March,  in  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hale  amended,  so  that  Congress 
might  thereafter  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  the  act; 
and  further  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks,  so  as  to  make  it  a  corporate  body  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  It  was  then  passed  as 
amended.  In  the  House,  on  the  second  of 
March,  the  bill  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table  and  passed.  It  was  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  third  of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXVIII.— The  Bill  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  heretofore  passed  to  provide  for  the  En- 
rolling and  Galling  out  the  National  Forces. 
In  the  Senate,  on  the  twenty -fourth  of  January* 
1865,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Corn-mi ttee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  thir- 
tieth, Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with  an  amend- 
ment as  a  substitute.  This  substitute  declared : 
That  any  person  enrolled  and  liable  to  be  draft- 
ed, might  be  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  a  draft- 
ed person.  That  no  person  owing  military  serv- 
ice should  be  exempted  from  liability  on  account 
of  furnishing  a  substitute  for  the  navy,  unless 
the  substitute  was  presented  in  person  to  the 
board  of  enrolment,  and  was  accepted  by  the 
board. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person,  who  should  enlist  as  a  volunteer 
or  substitute  any  insane  person,  or  a  person  in  a 
condition  of  intoxication,  or  a  deserter  from  the 
military  or  naval  service,  knowing  him  to  be 
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such,  or  who  should  defraud  or  deprive  any  vol- 
unteer or  substitute  of  any  portion  of  the  State, 
local,  or  United  States  bounty,  should  be  fined 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  imprison- 
ed not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  court-martial  or  military  commission. 

That  any  officer  who  should  muster  into  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
any  deserter  from  the  service,  or  insane  person, 
or  person  in  a  condition  of  intoxication,  knowing 
him  to  be  such,  should  be  dishonorably  dismissed 
the  service. 

That  all  State  and  local  bounties  should  be 
paid  in  instalments,  one  third  at  the  time  of  mus- 
ter into  service,  one  third  at  the  expiration  of 
half  the  term  of  service,  and  one  third  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  service  of 
any  person  who  should  thereafter  enter  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service  as  a  volunteer  or  drafted 
man,  and  should  desert  therefrom,  should  be 
added  to  the  amount  of  service  due  from  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  volunteer  or  drafted  man 
should  have  been  credited. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penalties 
of  the  crime  of  desertion,  all  persons  who  had 
deserted  the  military  or  naval  service,  who  should 
not  return  to  the  service  within  sixty  days,  should 
be  deemed  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished  and 
forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their 
rights  to  become  citizens ;  and  such  deserters 
should  be  for  ever  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  of 
exercising  any  of  the  rights  of  citizens  ;  and  all 
persons  who  shduld  hereafter  desert  the  military 
or  naval  service  should  be  liable  to  these  penal- 
ties. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  and  required 
to  issue  his  proclamation  setting  forth  these  pro- 
visions. 

On  the  sixth  of  February,  the  Senate,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilson,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill,  the  pending  question  being  on  the  substitute 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  the  fifth 
section,  relative  to  State  and  local  bounties,  was 
stricken  out.  Mr.  Willey,  of  West- Virginia, 
moved  to  add  a  section,  discharging  any  soldier 
belonging  to  any  regiment  or  organization  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service,  who  enlisted  under  a 
promise  given  by  the  recruiting  officer  or  by  the 
governor  or  adjutant-general  of  the  State;  that 
the  enlistment  should  only  be  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  regiment  or  other  organization.  The 
amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Willey,  Mr. 
Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Grimes,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Conness,  and  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Buckalew,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  re- 
peal the  act  allowing  the  executives  of  States  to 
send  recruiting  agents  into  the  States  declared  in 
rebellion.  The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Saulsbury,  Mr.  Buckalew,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  and  Mr.  Powell, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Sumner ; 
and  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-eight ;  nays,  twelve. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Conness,  the  bill  was  amended, 
so  that  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person  liable  to  punishment  for  enlist- 
ing an  insane  or  drunken  person,  should  do  so 
"for  pay  or  profit."  Mr.  Cowan,  on  the  seventh, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "  court-martial  or  military  commission," 
and  inserting,  "  courts  of  the  United  States, 
having  competent  jurisdiction,"  so  that  recruiting 
agents  and  substitute  brokers  should  be  tried  by 
the  civil  rather  than  the  military  tribunals.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas,  twenty-nine ; 
nays,  fourteen.  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  moved  to 
repeal  all  laws  allowing  substitutes  for  drafted 
persons ;  lost — yeas  seven  ;  nays,  thirty-one. 
Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  exempt  the  heads  of 
executive  departments,  judges,  and  members  of 
Congress — yeas,  nine  ;  nays,  twenty-seven.  Mr. 
Davis  moved  that  before  another  draft  there 
should  be  a  new  enrolment ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost — yeas,  eleven  ;  nays,  twenty-three.  The 
bill  was  then  passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  sixteenth  of  January, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
relating  to  enrolment  and  draft,  which  was  read 
twice,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee.  On 
the  seventeenth  of  February,  the  bill  which  had 
been  reported  on  the  nineteenth  of  January,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  amendments  pre- 
pared to  be  reported.  On  the  twenty-first,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill.  It  consisted 
of  fourteen  sections,  and  provided :  That  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  every  person  liable  to  be  enrolled 
to  report  himself  in  person  or  by  letter  to  the 
enrolling  board  of  his  district. 

That  all  persons  mustered  into  the  military  or 
naval  service  should  be  credited  to  the  State,  and 
to  the  ward,  township,  precinct,  or  other  enrol- 
ment sub-district  where  such  persons  belonged 
by  actual  residence. 

That,  in  computing  quotas,  credit  should  be 
given,  to  the  several  districts  and  sub-districts  for 
all  men  furnished  from  them  during  the  rebel- 
lion, for  any  period  of  service  of  not  less  than 
three  months,  calculating  the  number  of  days  for 
which  such  service  was  furnished,  and  reducing 
the  same  to  years. 

That  no  person  of  foreign  birth  who  had  re- 
sided in  the  United  States  for  three  years  pre- 
ceding his  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  whose  father  was  subject  to  enrol- 
ment, should  be  exempted  from  enrolment  on 
account  of  being  an  alien. 

That  in  every  case  of  actual  desertion  by  a 
substitute,  if  such  person  so  deserting  should 
have  been,  since  the  passage  of  this  act,  mustered 
into  the  service  as  a  substitute  for  a  person  liable 
to  draft,  the  name  of  such  person  so  liable  to 
draft  should  be  again  placed  upon  the  list,  and 
he  should  be  liable  to  be  drafted  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  service  of  such  substitute  so  deserting. 

That  provost-marshals  should  be  allowed  the 
same  commutation  for  fuel  and  quarters  as  was 
allowed  to  other  officers,  ranking  as  captains  of 
cavalry  ;  but  the  provost-marshal  surgeon  and 


DOCUMENTS. 


commissioner,  constituting  the  enrolling  board 
should  not  be  allowed  mileage,  but  only  trans 
portation  in  kind. 

That  there  should  be  appointed  by  the  Presi 
dent  an  assistant  provost-marshal  general  fo 
each  State,  who  should  have  the  rank,  pay,  am 
emoluments  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry. 

That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  t( 
engage  in  the  business  of  procuring  recruits  o 
substitutes  as  an  agent,  substitute  broker,  or 
otherwise,  for  money  or  profit,  without  having 
first  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  War  author- 
ity in  writing. 

That  any  recruiting  agent,  substitute  broker, 
or  other  person,  who,  for  pay  or  profit,  should 
enlist,  or  caused  to  be  enlisted,  as  a  volunteer  or 
substitute,  any  insane  person,  or  convict,  or  per- 
son under  indictment  for  a  felony,  or  person  in  a 
condition  of  intoxication,  or  a  deserter,  should, 
upon  conviction  by  any  court-martial,  be  dis- 
honorably dismissed  the  service. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  other  lawful  penalties 
of  the  crime  of  desertion,  all  persons  who  had 
deserted,  who  should  not  return  to  service  within 
sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  should 
be  deemed  to  have  voluntarily  relinquished  and 
forfeited  their  rights  of  citizenship  and  their 
rights  to  become  citizens. 

The  bill  was  further  considered  on  the  twenty- 
third,  twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
and  twenty-seventh,  modified  and  amended  in 
several  particulars,  and  passed — yeas,  eighty- 
three  ;  nays,  forty-six.  On  the  twenty-eighth, 
it  was  read  twice  in  the  Senate,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  On  the  first 
of  March,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it  back  with 
amendments. 

In  the  House,  on  the  eighteenth  of  February, 
Mr.  Schenck,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  resolution  declaring  and 
defining  the  law  in  relation  to  officers'  servants. 
The  joint  resolution  declared  the  meaning  of 
all  provisions  of  law  relating  to  soldiers  employed 
by  officers  as  servants  to  be :  That,  for  every  sol- 
dier thus  employed  by  any  officer,  there  should 
be  deducted  from  the  monthly  pay  of  such  offi- 
cer the  full  monthly  pay  and  allowances  of  the 
soldier  so  employed ;  that  no  officer  should  be 
allowed  any  greater  number  of  servants  than 
provided  by  law,  nor  be  allowed  for  any  servant 
not  actually  in  his  employment ;  that  the  mea- 
sure of  allowance  for  pay  to  officers'  servants 
was  the  pay  of  a  private  soldier,  and  that  no  non- 
commissioned officer  should  be  detailed  or  em- 
ployed to  act  as  a  servant ;  nor  should  any  pri- 
vate soldier  be  so  detailed  or  employed,  except 
with  his  own  consent.  The  joint  resolution  was 
passed  without  a  division. 

In  the  Senate,  on  the  twentieth,  the  joint  re- 
solution was  referred  to  the  Military  Committee, 
and  on  the  twenty -third,  Mr.  Wilson  reported  it 
back  without  amendment. 

On  the  second  of  March,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  joint  resolution.  Mr.  Wilson 
moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  insert : 


That  the  measure  of  allowance  for  pay  for  an 
officer's  servant  is  the  pay  of  a  private  soldier,  as 
fixed  by  law  at  the  time  ;  that  no  non-commis- 
sioned officer  shall  be  detailed  or  employed  to  act 
as  a  servant,  nor  shall  any  private  soldier  be  so 
detailed  or  employed  except  with  his  own  con- 
sent ;  that  for  each  soldier  employed  as  a  servant 
by  any  officer,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer  the  full  monthly  pay 
and  allowances  of  the  soldier  so  employed  ;  and 
that,  including  any  soldier   or  soldiers  so  em- 
ployed, no  officer  shall  be  allowed  for  any  greater 
number  of  servants  than  is  now  provided  by  law, 
nor  be  allowed  for  any  servant  not  actually  and 
in  fact  in  his  employ.     That  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  volunteer  service  shall 
receive  the  same  amount  of  clothing  as  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  same  arm  of 
;he  regular  army.     That,  if  a  soldier,  discharged 
br  wounds  received  in  battle,  die  before  receiving 
;he  bounty,  provided  by  the  act  of  March  third, 
1863,  the  bounty  due  shall  be  paid  to  the  follow- 
ng  persons,  and  in  the  order  following,  and  to  no 
)ther  person,  to  wit :  first,  to  the  widow  of  such 
deceased  soldier,  if  there  be  one ;  second,  if  there 
be  no  widow,  then  to  the  children  of  such  de- 
ceased soldier,  share  and  share  alike ;  third,  if 
such  soldier  left  neither  a  widow,  nor  child  nor 
:hildren,  then,  and   in   that   case,  such  bounty 
ihall  be  paid  to  the  following  persons,  provided 
hey  be  residents  of  the  United  States,  to  wit : 
irst,  to  his  father  ;  or,  if  he  shall  not  be  living, 
)r  has  abandoned  the  support  of  his  family,  then 
o  the  mother  of  such  soldier,  and  if  there  be 
leither  father  nor  mother,  then  such  bounty  shall 
e  paid  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  deceased 
oldier.    That  every  non-commissioned  officer,  pri- 
ate,  or  other  person,  who  has  been,  or  shall  here- 
fter  be,  discharged  from  the  army  by  reason  of 
vounds  received  in  battle,  on  skirmish,  on  picket, 
r  in  action,  or  in  the  line  of  duty,  shall  be  en- 
itled  to  receive  the  same  bounty  as  if  he  had 
erved  out  his  full  term.  That  all  persons  of  color, 
rho  were  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  military 
ervice  of  the  United  States  in  South-Carolina,  by 
nd  under  the  direction  of  Major-General  Hunter 
nd  Brigadier-General  Saxton,  in  pursuance  of  the 
uthority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Au- 
ust  twenty-fifth,  1862,  "  that  the  persons  so  re- 
eived  into  service,  and  their  officers,  to  be  entitled 
and  receive  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  are  al- 
wed  by  law  to  other  volunteers  in  the  service;" 
nd  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be  made  to  appear 
o  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
ny  regiment  of  colored  troops  has  been  mustered 
nto  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  any 
ssurance  by  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of 
Var,  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
ates  of  such  regiment  should  be  paid  the  same 
s  other  troops  of  the  same  arm  of  the  service, 
lall,  from  the  date  of  their  enlistment,  receive 
same  pay  and  allowances  as  are  allowed  by 
aw  to  'other  volunteers  in  the  military  service  ; 
nd  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  make  all  neces- 
ary  regulations  to  cause  payment  to  be  made  in 
ccordance  therewith. 
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That  the  President  is  authorized  to  enlist  or 
organize  out  of  troops  already  in  the  service,  six 
regiments  of  volunteer  engineers. 
1  That  the  President  is  authorized  to  enlist  two 
additional  companies,  to  be  added  to  the  regi- 
ment of  volunteer  engineers,  raised  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  approved  May  twentieth,  1864; 
and  the  regiment  shall  be  considered  one  of  the 
regiments  authorized  in  the  preceding  section  of 
this  act. 

That,  whenever  a  regiment  in  the  regular  army 
is  reduced  below  the  minimum  number,  no  officer 
shall  be  appointed  in  such  regiment  beyond  those 
necessary  for  the  command  of  such  reduced  num 
ber. 

That  "  acting  assistant  surgeons  "  and  "  con- 
tract surgeons,"  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  lia- 
bility to  be'  drafted.  And  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  re- 
solution was  amended  by  adding  as  a  new  sec- 
tion :  That  officers  by  brevet  in  the  regular  army 
shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as 
brevet  officers  of  the  same  grade  or  rank  in  the 
volunteer  service,  and  no  more.  Mr.  Sprague 
moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  an  amendment  in 
seven  sections,  to  redrganize  the  pay  department 
of  the  army ;  but  it  was  rejected — yeas,  ten  ; 
nays,  nineteen.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kan- 
sas, the  resolution  was  amended  so  that,  when- 
ever the  head  of  any  bureau  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment accepted  any  position  of  a  higher  rank  than 
that  provided  for  by  law,  then  he  should  be  deemed 
as  having  vacated  his  position,  and  should  be 
subject  to  detail  for  field  and  other  duty.  It  was 
further  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buckalew, 
by  adding:  "That  where  any  revised  enrolment 
in  any  congressional  or  draft  district  has  been  ob- 
tained or  made  prior  to  any  actual  drawing  of 
names  from  the  enrolment  districts,  the  quota  of 
such  district  may  be  adjusted  and  apportioned  to 
such  revised  enrolment,  instead  of  being  applied 
to,  or  based  upon  the  enrolment,  as  it  may  have 
"  stood  before  revision."  On  motion  of  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  resolution  was  amended  by  adding,  as  a  new 
section :  That  no  person  owing  military  service 
should  be  exempted  from  liability  to  perform  the 
same  on  account  of  furnishing  a  substitute  for 
the  navy,  unless  the  substitute  was  presented  in 
person  to  the  board  of  enrolment  by  which  the 
principal  was  enrolled.  The  joint  resolution,  as 
amended,  was  then  passed. 

In  the  House,  on  the  third  of  March,  Mr. 
Schenck,  from  the  Military  Committee,  reported 
back  the  joint  resolution,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  Senate  amendment ;  and  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  and  the  amendments. 
Mr.  Schenck  explained  the  proposed  amendments. 
The  Senate  amendments  provided  that  brevetted 
officers  of  the  regular  army  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  brevetted  officers  of  the  vol- 
unteeers  that  were  not  allowed  increased  pay  on 
account  of  brevet  rank.  The  Military  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  proposed  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
allow  increased  pay  for  brevet  rank  for  regular 
and  volunteer  officers.  The  Military  Committee 


reported  in  favor  of  authorizing  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  transfer  officers  from  one  branch  of  the 
service  to  another,  and  the  Committee  also  report- 
ed in  favor  of  repealing  the  seventeenth  section 
of  the  act  of  the  seventeenth  of  July,  1862,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  dismiss  officers  with- 
out the  sentence  of  court-martials.  The  Commit- 
tee reported  in  favor  of  amending"  the  Senate 
amendments  by  adding  several  sections  of  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House  amendatory  of  the  en- 
rolment acts.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Farns worth,  the 
twelfth  section  of  the  Senate  amendment,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  which  would  have 
required  the  removal  of  General  Meigs  from  the 
quartermaster's  department,  was  stricken  out. 
Mr.  Holman  moved  an  amendment  to  muster  out 
soldiers  with  their  regiments  or  batteries  who 
were  enlisted  in  1862  and  1863,  with  assurances 
that  they  were  only  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
their  regiments  or  batteries  ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to — yeas,  ninety-one  ;  nays,  thirty- 
one.  Several  amendments  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment were  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  amendment 
as  amended  was  adopted.  The  Senate  non-con- 
curred in  the  House  amendments,  asked  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Buckalew  managers.  The 
House  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  appointed 
as  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  Mr.  Gar- 
field,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Odell,  of  New- York,  and  Mr. 
Scofield,  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Garfield  made  a  report  from 
the  conference  committee.  He  stated  that  "  the 
House  passed,  a  few  days  ago,  a  joint  resolution 
defining  the  pay  of  officers'  servants.  That  joint 
resolution  went  to  the  Senate,  and  in  its  place  a 
bill  of  thirteen  sections  was  substituted.  The 
House  took  that  bill  of  thirteen  sections,  adopted 
the  first  eight,  cut  off  the  remaining  five,  and 
added  twenty-three  sections  of  its  own.  There 
were  thirty  points  of  difference  between  the  two 
Houses.  The  House  receded  from  six  ;  the  Sen- 
ate receded  from  twenty-two  ;  and  in  place  of  the 
:wo  others,  substitutes  were  agreed  on  by  the 
committee.  I  will  only  mention  the  points  on 
which  the  House  receded,  and  the  two  modified 
sections,  as  being  of  interest  to  us. 

u  First,  in  reference  to  bounties.  The  House 
section  was  modified  so  that  bounties  should  be 
3aid  to  the  heirs  of  soldiers  who  were  killed  in 
Battle,  though  they  had  not  served  two  years ; 
and  such  bounties"  should  only  go  to  their  widow, 
or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  their  children,  but  shall 
not  go  to  the  legal  heirs  generally.  The  Senate 
refused  to  agree  with  the  House  amendment  re- 
Dealing  section  seventeen  of  the  act  of  July  sev- 
enteenth, 1862,  authorizing  the  President  sum- 
narily  to  dismiss  officers  from  the  army,  navy, 
or  marine  corps.  But  the  managers  of  the  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House  proposed  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  repealing  section,  by  which  the 
power  of  dismissal  is  limited  and  regulated.  The 
President  may  still  dismiss  an  officer ;  but  he  is 
required,  on  application,  setting  forth  under  oath 
that  the  dismissal  was  unjust,  to  order  a  trial  of 
the  officer  by  court-martial  on  the  charges  on 
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which  he  was  dismissed.  If  such  trial  is  not  hac 
within  six  months  after  the  application  was  made, 
the  dismissal  is  made  void.  The  section  of  the 
House  amendment  to  provide  for  the  transfer  of 
officers  from  one  corps  to  another,  from  one  arm 
of  the  service  to  another,  and  from  the  volunteer 
service  to  the  regular  service,  the  House  recede 
from. 

"  The  section  in  regard  to -declaring  foreigners 
liable  to  draft  the  House  recede  from,  it  being  of 
doubtful  constitutionality. 

"  The  section  in  regard  to  increasing  the  pay  of 
provost-marshals  and  enrolling  officers  the  House 
recede  from. 

"  The  section  in  regard  to  substitute  brokers 
being  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
House  recede  from,  believing  that  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  the  country  is  sufficiently  pro- 
tected from  the  evils  of  the  substitute  broker  sys- 
tem, 

"  The  last  section  of  the  bill,  in  regard  to  mus- 
tering out  enlisted  men  who  went  into  the  serv- 
ice to  fill  up  old  regiments,  we  receded  from,  not, 
however,  until  we  were  satisfied  that  the  Senate 
could  not  be  induced  to  recede  from  their  posi- 
'  tion,  although  adhering  might  involve  the  failure 
of  the  whole  bill.  The  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  said  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  in- 
formed them  that  if  this  provision  were  adopted, 
it  would  take  forty-five  thousand  men  immedi- 
ately from  the  field,  and  thus  very  much  im- 
pair the  efficiency  of  the  army  on  the  eve  of  a 
great  campaign.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances, 
the  Committee  recommend  that  the  House  recede 
from  that  amendment/'  Mr.  Le  Blond,  of  Ohio, 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  acceptance 
of  the  report,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  being- 
taken,  resulted — yeas,  seventy-one ;  nays,  fifty- 
seven  ;  so  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference,  made  a  report,  which,  after  de- 
bate, was  agreed  to  without  a  division.  The  title 
of  the  joint  resolution  was  changed  so  as  to  read, 
"An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  heretofore 
passed  to  provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling 
out  of  the  national  forces  and  for  other  purposes  ;" 
and  it  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third 
of  March,  1865. 

No.  LXXXIX. — The  Bill  making  Appropria- 
tions/or the  Support  of  the  Army  for  the  year 
ending  June  thirtieth,  1866,  and  for  other  pur- 


In  the  House,  on  the  seventeenth  of  January, 
1865,  Mr.  Stevens,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending 
June  thirtieth,  1866.  On  the  seventh  of  Febru- 
ary, the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  was  taken 
up,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  amend  it 
by  adding  a  proviso :  That  no  money  appropriated 
by  the  act  should  be  paid  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing any  railway  company  for  the  transportation 
of  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States  where 
such  company  might  have  accepted  a  grant  of 
lands  from  Congress  upon  condition  of  furnishing 


said  transportation  free  of  toll  or  other  charge, 
except  in  such  cases  as  had  been  modified  by  act 
of  Congress.  After  debate,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended  passed  the 
House. 

In.  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  and  the  Committee  reported  in 
favor  of  striking  out  the  proviso  forbidding  the 
payment  of  any  of  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  bill  for  the  transportation  of  troops  over  the 
land  grant  railroads.  The  Senate,  on  the  eigh- 
teenth, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Cowan  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  so 
as  to  leave  the  subject  to  future  adjustment  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  railroads.  After 
debate,  in  which  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Howard,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Cowan, 
Mr.  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Grimes  participated,  the 
proviso  and  amendment  were  informally  passed 
over.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  as  a  new  section,  That  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  March,  1865,  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rebellion,  the  commutation  price  of 
officers'  subsistence  should  be  fifty  cents  per  ra- 
tion ;  but  the  increase  should  not  apply  to  the 
commutation  price  of  the  rations  of  any*  offi- 
cer above  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier-general,  or 
of  any  officer  entitled  to  commutation  for  fuel  or 
quarters  ;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding  as  a 
new  section  :  That  thereafter,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  rebellion,  there  should  be  no  deduc- 
tions made  from,  or  income  tax  levied  upon,  the 
salary  of  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naval  serv- 
vice ;  and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent 
therewith  were  thereby  repealed.  Mr.  Sherman 
opposed  the  amendment,  stating  that  it  would  be 
pertinent  to  the  income  tax  bill,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
at  the  suggestion  of  several  senators,  withdrew 
t.  Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
providing  that  all  officers  of  volunteers  below  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  who  should  continue 
n  the  military  service  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
should  be  entitled  to  receive,  upon  being  mustered 
out  of  said  service,  three  months'  pay  proper. 
Mr.  Howe  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  "now 
n  commission"  after  the  word  "volunteers  ;"  and 
;he  motion  was  agreed  to.  The  amendment  as 
amended  was  adopted — yeas,  twenty-four  ;  nays,' 
not  counted.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  as  a  new 
section,  That  commissioned  officers  of  the  army, 
serving  in  the  field,  should  thereafter  be  permitted 
;o  purchase  rations  for  their  own  use,  on  credit, 
romany  commissary  of  subsistence,  at  cost  prices, 
and  the  amount  due  for  rations  so  purchased 
hould  be  reported  monthly  to  the  Paymaster- 
general,  to  be  deducted  from  the  payment  next 
bllowing  such  purchase ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
VIr.  Wilson  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
tdding  as  a  new  section,  "  That  the  President  may 
Appoint,  in  addition  to  the  number  of  cadets  here- 
ofore  authorized  by  law,  from  among  the  orphan 
children  of  officers  or  soldiers  who  have  been 
r  may  be  killed  in  battle,  or  who  have  died  or 
may  die  of  disease  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty 
during  the  present  rebellion,  two  cadets  for  each 
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State  represented  in  Congress,  who  shall  be  actual 
residents  of  the  State  for  which  they  may  be  ap- 
pointed ;  and  fifty  cadets,  to  be  appointed  from 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  regular 
and  volunteer,  who  shall  have  served  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  nine  months."  The  amendment 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Howard, 
and  rejected. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  a  new  section 
providing :  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  cause  tobacco  to  be  furnished 
to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  army  at  cost  prices,  ex- 
clusive of  the  cost  of  transportation,  in  such  quan- 
tities as  they  may  require,  not  exceeding  sixteen 
ounces  per  month,  and  the  amount  due  therefor 
should  be  deducted  from  their  pay  in  the  same 
manner  as  provided  for  the  settlement  of  clothing 
accounts ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Sprague 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  six  new  sec- 
tions organizing  the  pay  department  of  the  army; 
but  it  was  rejected.  The  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  proviso  forbidding  the  payment  of  any  of  the 
money  appropriated  to  land  grant  railroads  was 
again  taken  up,  the  pending  question  being  on 
Mr.  Cowan's  amendment  to  it.  After  further  de- 
bate, 4Jie  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cowan's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  lost — yeas,  nine  ;  nays,  twenty- 
seven.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  and  it  was  agreed  to — yeas,  thirty  ; 
nays,  five.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  bill 
was  further  amended — yeas,fifteen ;  nays,  twelve — 
by  adding  as  a  new  section  :  "  That  all  laws  and 
parts  of  laws,  or  regulations  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  give  additional  pay  or  rank  to  offi- 
cers of  the  regular  army  over  officers  in  the  vol- 
unteer service  of  the  same  rank,  are  hereby  re- 
pealed." The  bill  as  amended  was  passed  with- 
out a  division. 

In  the  House,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Febru- 
ary, on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  the  Senate  amendments,  excepting  the 
amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
furnish  tobacco  to  the  soldiers,  were  non-concur- 
red in. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  insist- 
ed upon  its  amendments,  asked  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  appointed  Mr.  Cowan,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Carlisle  conferees.  The  House 
agreed  to  the  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Stev- 
ens, of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  James  C.  Allen,  of 
Illinois,  managers.  Mr.  Wilson  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Washburne, 
of  Illinois,  was  appointed. 

On  the  first  of-  March,  Mr.  Cowan,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  fourth  amendment.  That  the  House 
of  Representatives  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  second  and  third  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  sixth 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same. 
That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree 
to  the  same  with  amendments,  as  follows :  In 


line  three  of  said  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  any  railroad,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  -words,  "  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  ;"  and 
to  strike  out  all  of  said  amendment  after  the  word 
u  States"  in  line  f|ve ;  and  that  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same  as  so  modified.  Mr.  Trumbull  op- 
posed the  acceptance  of  the  report,  and  after  de- 
bate, the^vote  was  taken,  and  it  was  non-concur- 
red in — yeas,  thirteen  ;  nays,  twenty-nine.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  further  in- 
sisted on  its  amendments,  asked  a  further  con- 
ference, and  appointed  Mr.  Trumbull,  Mr.  Far- 
well,  and  Mr.  Powell  conferees.  The  House 
agreed  to  a  committee  of  conference,  and  the 
Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Hoi- 
man,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of  New- York, 
managers. 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the 
committee  of  conference,  made  a  report  to  the 
House  recommending  the  same  action  as  the  for- 
mer committee  of  conference, excepting  the  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  land  grant  railroads,  on  which 
the  committee  would  not  agree.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-nine 
to  sixty-one,  agreed  to  the  Senate  amendment 
striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to  railroads,  with 
an  amendment  providing  that  no  money  appro- 
priated by  the  act  should  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company 
for  the  transportation  of  the  property  or  troops 
of  the  United  States.  The  House  vdted  to  agree 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses.  In  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Trumbull  made  a  report,  which  was 
concurred  in.  Mr.  Trumbull  then  moved  that 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  House  amendment  to 
the  Senate  amendment  striking  out  the  section 
relative  to  the  land  grant  railroads,  and  ask  a 
further  conference.  The  motion  was  agreed  to, 
and  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Howe,  and  Mr.  Willey  were 
appointed  managers.  The  House  agreed  to  a 
further  'conference,  and  the  Speaker  appointed 
Mr.  Thayer,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Kernan,  of  New-York,  managers. 

Mr.  Thayer  reported  to  the  House  that  the 
committee  of  conference  could  not  agree,  and  he 
moved  that  the  House  agree  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  striking  out  the  proviso  relating  to 
land  grant  railroads,  with  an  amendment  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  adjudication. 
Mr.  Mori-ill,  of  Vermont,  moved  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  agreed  to— ye'as,  sixty- 
three  ;  nays,  forty-seven.  So  the  bill  passed,  and 
was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  third  of 
March,  1865. 

No.    XC.— The  Joint   Resolution   to  encourage 
Enlistments  by  making  Free  the   Wives  and 
Children  of  Colored  Soldiers. 
On  the  thirteenth  of  December,  1864,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  introduced  into  the  Senate 
a  joint  resolution  to  encourage  enlistments,  and 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  military  and  naval 
forces,  by  making  free  the  wives  and  children  of 
persons  who  had  been  in,  or  might  be  mustered 


DOCUMENTS. 


87 


into,  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  reso- 
lution was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  was,  on  the  fourteenth,  reported  back 
to  the  Senate,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  moved  its  reference -to 
the  Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of 
Minnesota,  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred ;  "  the 
resolution  ought  to  be  passed  immediately."  Mr, 
Wilson  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be  refer- 
red to  any  committee.  "  The  needs  of  the  coun- 
try," he  said,  "  more  than  justice  or  humanity, 
have  weaponed  the  hand  of  the  slave.  Let  us 
hasten  the  enactment  of  this  beneficent  measure, 
inspired  by  patriotism  and  hallowed  by  justice 
and  humanity;  so  that,  ere  merry  Christmas 
shall  come,  the  intelligence  shall  be  flashed  over 
the  land,  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  nation's  de- 
fenders, and  arouse  the  manhood  of  the  bondman, 
that  on  the  forehead  of  the  soldier's  wife  and  the 
soldier's  child  no  man  can  write  slave."  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks,  of  Indiana,  was  "not  able  to  see  how,  un- 
der the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress can  free  the  servant  who  is  held  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  a  State."  Mr.  Powell,  of  Ken- 
tucky thought  the  resolution  was  "  palpably  un- 
constitutional." 

On  the  twentieth,  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution.  Mr.  Davis  declared 
that  "  the  great  and  principal  effect  of  this  reso- 
lution would  be  in  Kentucky,  and  upon  her  peo- 
pie." 

The  Senate,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1865,  re- 
sumed the  consideration,  the  pending  question 
being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis  to  refer  it  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  Mr.  Wilson  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  Mr. 
Doolittle  "  would  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee."  Mr.  Saulsbury  would  "main- 
tain the  doctrine  that  not  only  have  you  not  the 
power  to  decree  the  freedom  of  wives  and  child- 
ren of  negroes  who  volunteer  in  your  army,  if 
they  are  from  States  where  slavery  is  recognized, 
but  you  cannot  give  permanent  freedom  to  the 
negro  volunteer  if  he  be  a  slave."  "  All  must 
confess,"  said  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts, 
"  the  humanity  of  the  proposition  to  enfranchise 
the  families  of  colored  persons  who  have  borne 
arms  for  their  country.  There  is  no  argument, 
whether  of  reason  or  of  humanity,  for  the  enfran- 
chisement of  the  soldier  which  does  not  plead 
equally  for  that  of  his  family.  Nay,  more :  I 
know  not  how  we  can  expect  a  blessing  on  our 
arms  while  we  fail  to  perform  this  duty."  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  it  was  lost — yeas,  fifteen  ;  nays,  nineteen. 

On  the  ninth,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Saulsbury 
made  an  elaborate  speech  against  its  passage. 
Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as 
to  make  its  operation  prospective.  Mr.  Clark,  of 
New-Hampshire,  hoped  Mr.  Davis's  amendment 
"  would  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  we  shall  not 
only  set  free  the  wives  and  children  of  soldiers 
who  may  hereafter  be  enlisted,  but  the  wives 
and  children  of  those  who  have  already  gone  into 


the  service  of  the  country."  "  This  is  the  first 
time,"  said  Mr.  Davis,  "  I  have  ever  ventured  to 
utter  a  voice  in  the  name  of  humanity  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  but  in  the  name  of  humanity — humanity  to 
a  degraded  and  helpless  race  of  beings  who  are 
unable  to  support  themselves  —  I  protest  that 
they  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the  support  which 
their  masters  and  Owners  are  bound  by  the  laws  to 
afford  to  them,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  thrown 
helpless  upon  the  world,  without  any  means  of 
supporting  themselves."  "I  have  noticed,"  said 
Mr.  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas,  "that  men  who  are  argu- 
ing in  the  interest  of  slavery  always  resist  eman- 
cipation until  the  very  last  moment ;  and  then, 
when  the  moment  comes,  they  say  it  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  owners  of  this  property  to  get 
rid  of  it ;  that  it  cannot  take  care  of  itself,  and 
humanity  comes  in  and  pleads  that  some  appro- 
priation may  be  made  to  support  this  class  of  in- 
dividuals, who  are  so  helpless,  and  so  inefficient, 
and  so  worthless.  These  people  have  a  wonder- 
ful facility  for  taking  care  of  themselves,  and 
adapting  themselves  to  any  condition." 

Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  followed  in  an  earnest  and 
effective  speech  in  favor  of  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  measure.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  because  he  was 
fully  under  the  impression  that  Congress  had  no 
authority  to  pass  it.  Mr.  Wilson  said  that  Mr. 
Davis,  when  he  declared  that  we  should  turn 
poor  wives  and  children  out  on  the  world  with- 
out support,  "  forgets  that  we  clothe  and  feed 
the  husband  and  father,  and  pay  him  sixteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  with  that  pay  he  can  sup- 
port his  wife  and  his  children.  Make  them  free, 
and  not  only  will  his  wages  go  to  their  support, 
but  the  labor  of  their  own  hands  will  go  to  their 
support."  The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Davis 
was  then  rejected,  without  a  count.  Mr.  Powell 
then  moved  :  "  That  no  slave  shall  be  emanci- 
pated by  virtue  of  this  resolution,  until  the  own- 
er of  the  slave  or  slaves  so  emancipated  shall  be 
paid  a  just  compensation."  Mr.  Powell  then  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  in  favor  of  this  amendment, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  any  form.  He  closed  his  speech  by  de- 
manding the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  amendment, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— yeas,  seven  ;  nays,  thirty.  Mr.  Sauls- 
bury  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  that  its  provisions  "  shall  not  apply  to  or 

operative  in  any  State  that  has  not  assumed 
to  secede  from  the  Union  ;"  but  this  amendment 
was  rejected.  The  question  on  the  passage  of 
;he  resolution  was  then  taken — yeas,  twenty- 
seven  ;  nays,  ten  ;  so  the  joint  resolution  to 
nake  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored  sol- 
diers received  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  resolu- 
;ion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. On  the  twenty-second  of  February,  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Iowa,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
'  Does  the  gentleman  believe,"  inquired  Mr.  Mal- 
ory, of  Kentucky,  "  that  Congress  has  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  such  a  law  ?"  "  I  have 
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always  believed,"  replied  Mr.  Wilson,  "  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  war, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  make  our  population 
most  effective  for  the  purposes  of  war,  has  the 
power ;  and  has  the  power  to  liberate  slaves  by 
congressional  enactment."  Mr.  Harris,  of  Mary- 
land, was  fully  convinced  that  this  measure  was 
presented  and  pressed,  not  to  get  soldiers ;  but 
"  it  is  for  the  purpose,  and  that  only,  of  interfer- 
ing with  and  abolishing  the  institution  called 
slavery."  Mr.  Wilson  would  tell  the  gentleman 
the  purpose  of  this  act.  "  To-day,  in  the  fore- 
front of  your  army,  are  thousands  of  colored  men 
risking  everything  for  the  salvation  of  this  re- 
public. And,  sir,  this  republic  cannot  afford  to 
disgrace  itself  in  the  eyes  of  the  -civilized'  world 
by  sending  these  men  out  to  fight  its  battles, 
and  chaining  at  home  their  wives  and  children 
in  that  bondage  which  is  worse  than  death.  It 
would  be  a  disgrace  never  to  be  wiped  from  the 
face  of  this  nation  if  we  should  permit  this  wrong 
to  continue."  Mr.  Harris  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table  —  yeas,  sixty-six ;  nays, 
seventy-seven.  The  question  was  taken,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  —  yeas,  seventy- 
four;  nays,  sixty-three.  So  the  joint  resolution 
making  free  the  wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers  passed,  and  received,  on  the  third  of 
March,  18G5,  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Some  months  afterward,  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  department  of  Kentucky,  said  in  a 
public  report,  that  seventy  thousand  women  and 
children  had  been  made  free  by  the  passage  of 
this  resolution. 

No.  XCI. — Military  Confirmations  in  the  Senate. 

During  the  rebellion,  the  Thirty-seventh  'and 
Thirty-eighth  Congresses  acted  upon  ten  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  military  nominations, 
ranging  from  second  lieutenants  up  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant.  These  nominations  imposed  upon 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  vast  labors,  and 
required  much  time  and  attention  of  the,  Senate. 

Doc.  2. 

BATTLE  OF  FREDERICKSBURG. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  ARMY  CORPS,  A.  N.  V.,  \ 
NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  Dec.  20, 1862.     I 

Brigadier- General  It.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant and  Inspector-General : 
GENERAL  :  Upon  my  arrival  at  Fredericks- 
burg,  on  the  nineteenth  of  November,  the  troops 
of  this  command  were  assigned  to  positions  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  McLaws's  division  upon  the  heights 
immediately  behind  the  city  and  south  of  the 
Telegraph  road ;  Anderson's  division  on  McLaws's 
left,  and  occupying  the  heights  as  far  as  Taylor's 
hill  on  the  Rappahannock  ;  Pickett's  division  on 
McLaws's  right,  and  extending  to  the  rear  along 
the  margin  of  the  wood  which  skirts  Deep  Run 
valley ;  Hood's  division  near  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing of  the  railroad  ;  Ransom's  division  in  reserve, 
near  my  headquarters.  Our  batteries  were  as- 


signed positions  along  the  heights  by  General 
Pendleton,  Colonel  Cabell,  Colonel  Alexander,  and 
Captain  Johnson,  (Colonel  Walton  being  absent 
sick..)  Pits  were  made  for  the  protection  of  these 
batteries  under  the  supervision  of  those  officers. 
A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  reserve  artil- 
lery was  assigned  to  the  heights  with  Major- 
General  McLaws's  division.  Colonel  Walton's 
(Washington  Artillery)  occupied  the  heights  at 
Marye's  Hill,  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Alexan- 
der's reserve  occupied  the  other  portion  of  An- 
derson's front,  extending  to  the  Taylor  house,  on 
our  left.  The  brigade  batteries  that  were  not 
assigned  to  positions  on  the  heights  were  held  in 
readiness  to  cooperate  with  their  commands,  or 
for  any  other  service  that  might  be  required  of 
them.  Our  picket  line  was  established  along  the 
river  bank  extending  from  Bank's  Ford  to  Talcott 
battery,  the  most  important  portion  of  it  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  Major-General  McLaws. 
Upon  the  approach  of  General  Jackson's  army, 
Hood's  division  was  closed  in  upon  the  right  of 
Pickett,  and  put  in  position  upon  the  heights  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Deep  Run  valley.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  natural  strength  of  the  position, 
ditches,  stone  fences,  and  road-cuts  were  found 
along  different  portions  of  the  line,  and  parts  of 
General  McLaws's  line  were  further  strengthened 
by  rifle  trenches  and  abatis. 

The  enemy  held  quiet  possession  of  the  Staf- 
ford Heights  until  three  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  eleventh,  when  our  signal  guns  gave  notice 
of  his  approach.  The  troops,  being  at  their  dif- 
ferent camp  grounds,  were  formed  immediately, 
and  marched  to  their  positions  along  the  line. 
Ransom's  division  was  ordered  to  take  a  sheltered 
position  in  easy  supporting  distance  of  the  bat- 
teries on  the  Marye  Hill.  Before  the  troops  got 
to  their  positions,  McLaws's  pickets  (Barksdale's 
brigade)  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  river,  and 
from  time  to  time  drove  back  different  working 
parties  engaged  in  laying  the  bridges.  The 
enemy  was  compelled,  eventually,  to  abandon 
his  plan  of  laying  the  bridges,  and  began  to  throw 
his  troops  across  the  river  in  boats,  under  cover 
of  the  fire  of  his  sharpshooters,  and  a  hundred 
and  fifty  odd  pieces  of  artillery. 

At  many  points  along  the  river  bank  our  troops 
could  get  no  protection  from  the  artillery  fire. 
This  was  particularly  the  case  at  the  mouth  of 
Deep  Run,  where  the  enemy  succeeded  in  com- 
pleting his  bridge  early  in  the  afternoon.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  he  succeeded  in  throwing  large 
bodies  of  troops  across,  at  the  city,  by  using  his 
boats.  Barksdale,  however,  engaged  them  fierce- 
ly at  every  point,  and  with  remarkable  success. 
Soon  after  dark,  General  McLaws  ordered  Barks- 
dale's  brigade  to  retire.  The  General  was  so 
confident  of  his  position  that  a  second  order  was 
sent  him  before  he  would  yield  the  field.  His 
brigade  was  then  relieved  by  that  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  which  was  placed  by 
General  McLaws  along  the  Telegraph  road,  in 
front  of  Marye's  house,  (a  stone  fence  and  cut 
along  this  road  gave  good  protection  against  in- 
fantry.) When  Cobb's  brigade  got  into  position, 
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Ransom's  division  was  withdrawn  and  placed  in 
reserve.  During  the  night  the  enemy  finished 
his  bridges  and  began  to  throw  his  troops  across. 

His  movements,  early  on  the  twelfth,  seemed 
to  be  directly  against  our  right ;  but  when  the 
fog  lifted,  columns  were  seen  opposite  Freder- 
icksburg,  the  head  of  them  then  crossing  at  the 
bridges  opposite  the  city.  Ransom's  division 
was  moved  back  to  the  "Marye  Hill.  Feather- 
ston's  brigade  of  Anderson's  division  (previously 
occupying  this  hill)  was  closed  in  upon  the  other 
brigades  of  Anderson.  The  entire  day  was  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  in  throwing  his  forces  across 
the  river  and  deploying  his  columns.  Our  bat- 
teries were  opened  upon  the  masses  of  infantry 
whenever  they  were  in  certain  range.  Our  fire 
invariably  drew  that  of  the  enemy's  on  the  oppo- 
site heights,  and  they  generally  kept  up  the  fire 
long  after  our  batteries  had  ceased. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  rode 
to  the  right  of  my  position,  Hood's  division.  The 
dense  fog  in  the  early  twilight  concealed  the 
enemy  from  view ;  but  his  commands,  "  Forward, 
guide  centre,  march ! "  were  distinctly  heard  at 
different  points  near  my  right.  From  the  direc- 
tion of  the  sound,  and  the  position  of  his  troops 
the  day  before,  I  concluded  that  his  attack  would 
be  upon  General  Jackson,  at  some  point  beyond 
my  right.  I  therefore  rode  back  to  a  point  near 
the  centre  of  my  forces,  giving  notice  to  General 
Hood  that  the  enemy  would  attack  General  Jack- 
son beyond  his  right,  that  he  should  watch  care- 
fully the  movements,  and  when  an  opportunity 
offered,  he  should  move  forward  and  attack  the 
enemy's  flank.  Similar  instructions  were  given 
to  General  Pickett,  with  orders  to  cooperate  with 
General  Hood.  The  attack  was  made,  as  had 
been  anticipated.  It  did  not  appear  to-  have  all 
the  force  of  a  real  attack,  however,  and  General 
Hood  did  not  feel  authorized'  to  make  more  than 
a  partial  advance.  Where  he  did  move  out,  he 
drove  the  enemy  back  in  handsome  style. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  sent  orders  for  the 
batteries  to  play  upon  the  streets  and  bridges  be- 
yond the  city,  by  way  of  diversion  in  favor  of  our 
right.  The  batteries  had  hardly  openexd,  when 
the  enemy's  infantry  began  to  move  out  toward 
my  line.  Our  pickets  in  front  of  the  Marye 
house  were  soon  driven  in,  and  the  enemy  began 
to  deploy  his  forces  in  front  of  that  point.  Our 
artillery,  being  in  position,  opened  fire  as  soon  as 
the  masses  became  dense  enough  to  warrant  it. 
This  fire  was  very  destructive  and  demoralizing 
in  its  effects,  and  frequently  made  gaps  in  the 
enemy's  ranks  that  could  be  seen  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy  continued  his  advance, 
and  made  his  attack  at  the  Marye  Hill  in  hand- 
some style.  He  did  not  meet  the  fire  of  our  in- 
fantry with  any  heart,  however,  and  was  therefore 
readily  repulsed.  Another  effort  was  speedily 
made,  but  with  little  more  success.  The  attack 
was  again  renewed,  and  again  repulsed.  Other 
forces  were  seen' preparing  for  another  attack, 
when  I  suggested  to  General  McLaws  the  pro- 
priety of  reenforcing  his  advanced  line  with  a 
brigade.  He  had  previously  reenforced  with  part 
of  Kershaw's  brigade,  and  ordered  forward  the 


balance.  About  this  time,  Brigadier-General  T. 
R.  R.  Cobb  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  almost 
simultaneously  Brigadier-General  J.  R.  Cooke 
was  severely  wounded. 

General  Kershaw  dashed  to  the  front  to  take 
the  command.  General  Ransom,  on  the  Marye 
Hill,  was  charged  with  the  immediate  care  of  the 
point  attacked,,  with  orders  to  send  forward  ad- 
ditional reinforcements,  if  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary, and  to  use  Featherston's  brigade  (Ander- 
son's division)  if  he  should  require  it. 

The  attack  upon  our  right  seemed  to  subside 
about  two  o'clock,  when  I  directed  Major-General 
Pickett  to  send  me  two  of  his  brigades.  One 
(Kemper's)  was  sent  to  General  Ransom,  to  be 
placed  in  some  secure  position,  to  be  ready  in  case 
it  should  be  wanted.  The  other  (Jenkins's)  was 
ordered  to  General  McLaws,  to  replace  that  of 
Kershaw  in  his  line. 

The  enemy  soon  completed  his  arrangements 
for  a  renewed  attack,  and  moved  forward  with 
much  determination.  He  met  with  no  better 
success  than  he  had  on  the  previous  occasions. 
These  efforts  were  repeated  and  continued  from 
time  to  time  till  after  night,  when  he  left  the  field 
literally  strewn  with  his  dead  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Walton's  ammunition  was  exhausted 
about  sunset,  and  his  batteries  were  relieved  by 
Colonel  Alexander's.  Orders  were  given  for  fresh 
supplies  of  ammunition,  and  for  everything  to  be 
prepared  for  a  renewal  of  the  battle  at  daylight. 

On  the  fourteenth  there  was  little  firing  between 
the  sharpshooters.  The  enemy,  screening  his 
forces  under  a  slight  descent  in  the  ground,  held 
a  position  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
us.  In  the  afternoon,  I  sent  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
my  staff,  to  the  left  to  piece  artillery  in  position 
to  play  along  the  enemy's  line,  with  instructions 
to  Colonel  Alexander  to  use  such  artillery  there 
as  he  might  think  proper.  The  point  was  select- 
ed and  the  pits  made  by  light  the  following 
morning.  General  Ransom  was  also  ordered  to 
strengthen  his  position  on  the  Marye  Hill  by  rifle 
trenches.  Similar  instructions  were  sent  along 
the  entire  line.  These  preparations  were  made 
to  meet  the  grand  attack  of  the  enemy,  confident- 
ly expected  on  Monday  morning.  As  the  attack 
was  not  made,  the  artillery  and  General  Ransom's 
sharpshooters  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  back  to  cover  in  the  city. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  recrossed  the  river. 
His  retreat  was  not  discovered  till  he  had  crossed 
the  river  and  cut  his  bridges  at  this  end.  Our 
sharpshooters  were  moved  forward,  and  our  old 
positions  resumed. 

Four  hundred  prisoners,  fifty-five  hundred 
stands  of  small  arms,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition  were 
captured. 

Our  loss,  for  the  number  engaged,  was  quite 
heavy.  Brigadier-General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  of 
the  thirteenth.  He  defended  his  position  with 
great  gallantry  and  ability.  In  him  we  have  lost 
one  of  our  most  promising  officers  and  states- 
men. A  tabular  statement  and  lists  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  accompany  this  report. 
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List  of  Casualties  in  the  First  Army  Corps,  Army  Northern  Virginia,  in  the  Battles  before 

Fredericksburg,  December,  1862. 


DIVISION. 

BRIGADE.  ' 

REGIMENT. 

KlLL'D. 

WOUNDED. 

TOTAL. 

Perry's  ........ 

5th  Florida   

1 
37 
5 
6 
13 
3 
5 
•      6 

1 
44 
6 
6 
13 
4 
5 
6 
1 
1 
8 
1 
6 
1 

(t 

«( 
Peatherston's    •      . 

8th       " 
Donaldsonville  Artillery,  . 
19th  Mississippi  

7 
1 

«( 

(C 

Wright's                  * 

2d              «        Battalion   . 
12th          « 

*1 

1 

(7 

Willcox's       

2d       "         Battalion  .  .  . 
llth  Alabama  

1 
3 

5 
1 
4 
1 

u 

41st       « 
61st       « 

2 

16 

87 

103 

Pickett's 

1st  Virginia  . 

9 
5 
4 

13 

7 
4 
1 
3 

9 
5 
4 
13 

7 
4 
1 
3 

« 

M 
« 
u 
u 
<( 

3d         « 
7th       " 
llth     « 
24th      " 
P.  S.  S  

•  •  •  s 

6th  South  Carolina   .... 

2d       «            " 



46 

46 

Ransom's  ........... 

Cook's  

15th  North  Carolina  .... 

163 
13 
58 
161 
24 
75 
20 
9 

103 
15 

58 
158 
28 
88 
29 
9 

« 
u 

« 
n 
u 

u 

27th       "            " 
46th                     '« 
48th                      « 
24th                     " 
25th                     " 
35th                     " 
49th        «            " 

2 

*  *17*  ' 
4 
13 
9 

« 
« 

. 

45 

463 

543 

Hood's  

6th  North  Carolina   .... 

5 

20 
1 
16 
40 
192 
3 
6 
2 

25 
1 
19 
46 
224 
3 
7 
2 
1 
5 
6 
3 
1 

« 
<i 
(« 
Toombs's 

4th           " 
54th  North  Carolina  .... 
57th       "           " 
17th  Georgia  

3 
6 
32 

« 
« 

20th        « 

1 
*1* 

<( 

5th      " 

5 
6 
2 
1 

294 

« 
<( 

9th       " 

1 

49 

343 

69 
65 
30 
3 
2^ 
18 
11 
13 
7 
40 
119 
35 
47 
1 

Cobb's  

Phillip's  Le°ion  

13 
4 

56 
61 
30 
3 
23 
18 
11 
13 
7 
40 
119 
35 
47 
1 

« 

tc 
(( 
« 
(« 
« 
(( 
«( 
«( 
«; 
(( 
(t 

u 

« 
« 

18th       " 
Staff  

13th  Mississippi  . 

Kershaw's  ....... 

18th 
21st           " 
17th          " 

2d       "             " 
3d       ««            " 
7th      "             " 
15th    »             " 

17 

464 

481 

Stuart's  

W.  H.  F.  Lee's  
« 
« 

Washington  Artillery  .  .  . 

3 

22 
6 
1 
6 

25 
6 

6 

.... 

3 

35 

38 
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B3333 
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i  >i  <-t  i  -» 
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r1 

l-»        OtOOO 
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S   - 

1 

Si 

Ct  W  oc  2 

8 

i 

p 

K 

CO 

s 

M    5 

CO 

p 

O 

O 

^* 

^* 

• 

0) 

c^     ,co 

N 

.y 

CJr  O  r?  f^ 

O 

> 

Anderson's  Division 
McLaws's  Division  * 
Pickett's  Division  . 
Hood's  Division  .  . 
Ransom's  Division  . 
Walton's  Battalion  A 

Alexander's  " 
Grand  Total  .  .  . 

\ 

£e* 

Officers. 

c-1 
p 

W        NS^ 

Enlisted  Men. 

Officers. 

^          t> 

•^                    W 

o          o 

1     1 

2        *  *  *  *  £w    Enlisted  Men. 

OS       tO  ^ 

Officers. 

K 

i      ? 
5 

Enlisted  Men. 

I  ss 

l  »::::8s 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

0 

P 

•           .     .     . 

Enlisted  Men. 

KS          H-*                          >-* 

Officers. 

i  i 

i      1 
•o      ^ 

B  »MM:  o*: 

Enlisted  Men. 

Officers. 

P 

Enlisted  Men. 

*                        * 

8     oh-~!  vj  M|      Aggregate. 

OS       .     .    C0t4>..    «0. 

Officers. 

B 

H 

i 

O                 vl  Or       OS 

Enlisted  Men. 

g  :  ^g^ioSe* 

Officers. 

I   1 

e          S 

JC        *          **h-»        4». 

vj        *     *-  5  00  tC  00  CO 

Enlisted  Men. 

Officers. 

K 

i      ?* 
p 

*-       t-. 

S     !      !  5  1-  eo  i      Enlisted  Men. 

*C       *          C7T  ?O        C>    • 

Aggregate. 

Officers. 

1 

P 

* 

Enlisted  Men. 

•-»                                   l-» 

Officers. 

^J           t^ 
o          o 
cj            W 

a         g 
b         » 



Cr      .    .    O».    ,    .    . 

Enlisted  Men. 

Officers. 

K 

I         ^ 
p 





Enlisted  Men. 

o>     .   .   c».   .   i-». 

Aggregate. 

§     ^cog2coSti 

Killed. 

1 

i  oo^ligls 

Wounded.  --J, 

§  *«;  !  s^s* 

Missing. 

on              en  re     oo  >-> 

O        l-*WC^CTCTVTC^ 

»*-          H-  CV  C,l  h—  tt-  X  '-^ 

GRAND  AGGREGATE. 
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Much  credit  is  due  Major-General  McLaws  for 
his  untiring  zeal  and  ability  in  preparing  his 
troops  and  his  position,  for  a  successful  resist- 
ance, and  the  ability  with  which  he  handled  his 
troops  after  the  attack.  I  would  also  mention, 
as  particularly  distinguished  in  the  engagement 
of  the  thirteenth,  Brigadier-Generals  Ransom, 
Kershaw,  and  Cooke,  (severely  wounded,)  and 
Colonel  McMillan,  who  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  Colonel  Walton, 
(Washington  Artillery,)  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander,  (reserve  artillery.) 

Brigadier-General  Barksdale,  with  his  brigade, 
held  the  enemy's  entire  army  at  the  river  bank 
for  sixteen  hours,  giving  us  abundance  of  time  to 
complete  our  arrangements  for  battle.  A  more 
gallant  and  worthy  service 'is  rarely  accomplished 
by  so  small  a  force. 

I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  these  officers  for 
more  detailed  accounts  of  the  engagements.  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  gallant  officers  and  men  mentioned  in  their 
reports. 

Major-Generals  Anderson,  Pickett,  and  Hood, 
with  their  gallant  divisions,  were  deprived  of 
their  opportunity  by  the  unexpected  and  hasty 
retreat  of  the  enemy.  A  portion  of  General 
Anderson's  command  was  engaged  in  defending 
the  passage  of  the  river  ;  a  portion  of  General 
Hood's  in  driving  back  the  attack  against  our 
right,  and  a  portion  of  Pickett's  did  important 
service  near  the  Marye  Hill.  I  refer  you  to  their 
reports  for  particular  accounts. 

Major  Garnett  held  three  batteries  in  reserve, 
in  the  valley  between  the  positions  of  Generals 
Pickett  and  Hood,  and  was  much  disappointed 
not  to  have  the  opportunity  to  use  them. 

My  staff  officers,  Major  Sorrell,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Manning,  Major  Fairfax,  Captain  La- 
trobe,  Captain  Goree,  and  Lieutenant  Blackwell, 
gave  me  their  usual  intelligent,  willing  aid. 
Major  Haskell,  Captain  Young,  and  Captain 
Rodgers,  volunteered  their  assistance,  and  ren- 
dered important  services. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Surgeon  Cullen, 
chief  surgeon  ;  Major  Mitchell,  chief  quartermas- 
ter ;  Major  Moses,  chief  of  the  subsistence  de- 
partment, and  Captain  Manning,  signal  officer, 
for  valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-General  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  JACKSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,     ) 
ARMY  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  January  31, 1863. } 

Brigadier-General  R.  H.  Chilian,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant and  Inspector- General,  A.  N.  V. : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  sub- 
mit  to  you  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
corps  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  on  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  of  December  last. 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  Major-General  A.  P. 


Hill  moved  his  division  at  dawn  on  the  morning 
of  the  twelfth,  from  his  encampment  near  Yerby's, 
and  relieved  Major-General  Hood,  then  posted 
near  Hamilton's  Crossing.  At  the  same  time 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  then  in  command 
of  Jackson's  division,  moved  from  his  encamp- 
ment above  Guineas  Depot,  and  took  position  in 
rear  of  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  Ewell's 
division,  under  Brigadier-General  J.  A.  Early, 
and  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  with  his  division, 
arrived,  after  a  severe  night's  march,  from  their 
respective  encampments,  in  the  vicinity  of  Buck- 
ner's  Neck  and  Port  Royal  —  the  troops  of 
Major-General  D.  H.  Hill  being  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  miles  distant  from  the  point  to  which 
they  were  ordered.  On  the  morning  of  that  day 
the  troops  were  arranged  as  follows :  Major- 
General  A.  P.  Hill  occupied  the  front  line,  formed 
of  two  regiments  of  Field's  brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Brockenbrough,  and  the  brigades  of 
Archer,  Lane,  and  Pender,  (posted  from  right  to 
left  in  the  order  named,)  his  right  resting  on  the 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the 
Port  Royal  road,  and  his  left  extending  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  Deep  Run.  These  troops 
were  partially  concealed  by  the  wood,  near  the 
edge  of  which  they  were  posted.  The  remainder 
of  Brockenbrough's  command,  consisting  of  the 
fortieth  and  fifty-fifth  Virginia,  was  immediately 
in  rear  of  Walker's  batteries,  and  acting  as  a 
support  to  them.  Of  the  other  two  brigades, 
Gregg's  and  Thomas's,  of  the  same  division,  the 
first  was  in  rear  of  the  interval  between  Archer 
and  Lane,  and  the  second  in  rear  of  the  interval 
between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  divisions  under 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro  formed  the  second 
line  —  Early  being  on  the  right ;  the  division 
of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  which  was  still 
farther  in  rear,  consituting  the  reserve.  Upon 
the  eminence  immediately  to  the  right,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel ^  Walker  (Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's 
chief  of  artillery)  had  in  position  fourteen  guns, 
composed  of  the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mcln- 
tosh,  with  sections  from  the  batteries  of  Crenshaw, 
Latham,  and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Ellett,  Potts,  and  Clutter.  On  the 
left  of  the  line,  and  near  the  Bernard  cabins,  were 
posted  twenty-one  guns  of  the  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Davidson,  Raine,  Caskie,  and  Braxton,  all 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Captain  Da- 
vidson. To  the  right,  and  some  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  these,  and  beyond  the  railroad, 
were  posted  twelve  guns,  from  the  batteries  of 
Captains  Carpenter,  Wooding,  and  Braxton, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Brockenbrough, 
General  Taliaferro's  chief  of  artillery ;  Carpen- 
ter's battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKen- 
dree,  and  Braxton's,  by  Lieutenant  Marye.  On 
my  left  was  Major-General  Hood,  of  Longstreet's 
corps,  and  on  my  right  and  front,  the  cavalry, 
under  command  of  Major-General  Stuart,  with  a 
battery,  near  the  Port  Royal  road,  under  the 
direction  of  Major  Pelham,  of  the  Stuart  horse 
artillery,  aided,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  by  sec- 
tions from  the  batteries  of  Captain  Poague, 
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(Lieutenant  Graham  commanding,)  Captains 
Wilson,  Smith,  Garber,  Dance,  and  the  Louisiana 
Guards  of  my  corps,  thrown  into  position  so  as 
to  cross  their  fire  with  the  guns  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Walker,  and  designed  to  check  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  About 
ten  o'clock,  as  the  fog  disappeared,  the  lines  of 
the  enemy,  arranged  in  order  of  battle,  were  dis- 
tinctly visible  in  the  plain  between  us  and  the 
river,  covering  my  front  and  extending  far  to  the 
left  toward  Fredericksburg.  The  force  in  front 
of  me  I  supposed  to  number  about  fifty-five 
thousand.  Pelham,  with  part  of  the  Stuart  horse 
artillery,  was  soon  engaged  with  the  artillery  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  brisk  and  an  animated  contest 
was  kept  up  for  about  an  hour.  Soon  after  Pel- 
ham,  in  obedience  to  orders,  had  withdrawn  from 
his  position  on  the  Port  Royal  road,  the  enemy 
directed  his  artillery  on  the  heights  held  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  and  upon  the  woods 
generally,  occupied  by  our  troops,  evidently  with 
a  view  of  causing  us  to  disclose  whatever  troops 
or  artillery  were  there.  Not  eliciting  any  re- 
sponse, the  enemy  was  seemingly  satisfied  that  he 
would  experience  but  little  resistance  to  an  effort 
to  obtain  possession  of  this  hill.  Accordingly, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  he  advanced  by  the  flank, 
parallel  to  the  Port  Royal  road,  nearly  to  the 
road  running  from  thence  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
now  unimpeded  in  his  march,  as  Pelham  was 
withdrawn.  Facing  to  the  front,  he  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  across  the  plain  straight  upon  the 
position  occupied  by  Walker.  His  batteries  re- 
served their  fire  until  the  enemy's  lines  came 
within  less  than  eight  hundred  yards,  when  the 
fourteen  guns  opened,  pouring  such  a  storm  of 
shot  and  shell  into  his  ranks  as  to  cause  him  first 
to  halt,  then  to  waver,  and,  at  last,  seek  shelter 
by  flight.  About  one  o'clock,  the  main  attack 
was  made  by  heavy  and  rapid  discharges  of  ar- 
tillery. Under  the  protection  of  this  warm  and 
well-idirected  fire,  his  infantry,  in  heavy  force,  ad- 
vanced, seeking  the  partial  protection  of  a  piece 
of  wood  extending  beyond  the  railroad.  The 
batteries  on  the  right  played  on  their  ranks  with 
destructive  effect.  The  advancing  force  was 
visibly  staggered  by  our  rapid  and  well-directed 
artillery  ;  but,  soon  recovering  from  the  shock, 
the  Federal  troops,  consisting  of  the  main  body 
of  Franklin's  grand  division,  supported  by  a  por- 
tion of  Hooker's  grand  division,  continued  to  press 
forward.  Advancing  within  point  blank  range 
of  our  infantry,  and  thus  exposed  to  the  murder- 
ous fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  the  struggle 
became  fierce  and  sanguinary.  They  continued, 
however,  still  to  press  forward,  and,  before  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill  closed  the  interval  which  he  had 
left  between  Archer  and  Lane,  it  was  penetrated, 
and,  the  enemy  pressing  forward  in  overwhelming 
numbers  through  that  interval,  turned  Lane's 
right  and  Archer's  left.  Thus  attacked  in  front  and 
rear,  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  and  Nineteenth 
Georgia,  of  Archer's  brigade,  and  the  entire 
brigade  of  Lane,  fell  back  ;  but  not  until  after  a 
brave  and  obstinate  resistance.  Notwithstanding 
the  perilous  situation  in  which  Archer's  brigade 


was  placed,  his  right,  changing  front,  continued 
to  struggle  with  undaunted  firmness,  materially 
checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy  until  ree'n- 
forcements  came  to  its  support.  The  brigade  of 
General  Thomas,  posted  as  before  stated,  moved 
gallantly  forward,  and  joined  by  the  Seventh  and 
part  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Carolina,  of  Lane's 
brigade,  gallantly  drove  back  a  Federal  column 
which  had  broken  through  Lane's  line.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  penetrated 
the  wood  in  rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
brigades  of  Lane  and  Archer,  and  came  in  con- 
tact with  Gregg's  brigade.  Taken  by  surprise, 
Orr's  rifles  were  thrown  into  confusion.  It  was 
in  the  act  of  rallying  this  regiment  that  Brigadier- 
General  Maxey  Gregg  fell,  in  front  of  the  rifles, 
mortally  wounded.  General  Gregg  was  a  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  full  of  heroic  sentiment 
and  chivalrous  honor.  He  had  rendered  valuable 
service  in  this  great  struggle  for  our  freedom, 
and  the  country  has  much  reason  to  deplore  the 
loss  sustained  by  his  premature  death.  Colonel 
Hamilton,  upon  whom  the  command  of  that 
brigade  "now  devolved,  hastened  to  meet  the 
emergencies  of  his  position,  and,  with  the  four 
remaining  regiments  and  one  company  of  the  Orr 
rifles,  (Lieutenant  Charles,)  gave  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception. 

The  enemy  was  not  long  permitted  to  hold  the 
advantage  which  he  had  thus  gained.  The  sec- 
ond line  came  promptly  to  the  support  of  the 
first.  Lawton's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Atkinson,  subsequently  by  Colonel  Evans,  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  R.  F.  Hoke, 
and  Early's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Walker,  (all  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Early,)  and  the  Forty-seventh  and  Twenty- 
second  Virginia  regiments  of  Colonel  Brocken- 
brough's  command,  were  already  rushing  with 
impetuous  valor  to  the  support  of  the  first  line. 
In  Taliaferro's  command,  his  right  regiment,  the 
Second,  Virginia,  of  Paxton's  brigade,  became 
engaged  with  part  of  the  enemy,  which,  after  a 
slight  resistance,  retreated.  The  combat  in  the 
wood  was  brief  and  decisive.  The  farther  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  was  checked.  He  was 
driven  with  great  slaughter  from  the  wood  to 
the  railroad ;  the  two  regiments  of  Brocken- 
brough's  command,  Archer,  with  the  First  Ten- 
nessee and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  the  three 
brigades  commanded  by  Colonels  Hoke,  Walker, 
and  Atkinson,  pursuing  the  retreating  Federals 
to  the  railroad,  where  they  made  a  brief  stand, 
when  Hoke  and  Atkinson  charged  upon  them 
with  impetuosity,  destroying  many  in  the  charge, 
and  taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Nor 
did  they  stop  there  ;  but,  impelled  by  an  ardor 
which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  their  courage 
and  patriotism,  this  comparatively  small  force 
pressed  the  discomfited  foe  in  hot  pursuit,  until 
they  appeared  so  far  within  range  of  his  artillery 
and  the  fire  of  a  large  force  of  his  infantry,  as  to 
make  farther  pursuit  an  act  of  rashness.  In  this 
gallant  charge,  Colonel  Atkinson  was  severely 
wounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Captain  E.  P.  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general 
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of  the  brigade,  though  injured  during  the  advance 
by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  continued  to  press  for- 
ward on  foot,  heroically  encouraging  the  brigade, 
until  he  fell  mortally  wounded. 

During  the  day,  some  of  the  guns  under  Colo- 
nel Walker,  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  otherwise  disabled  from  further  service, 
were  relieved  by  Captain  Poague's  battery  with 
two  twenty-pound  Parrotts.  These  two  pieces 
actively  engaged  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  after- 
ward opened  on  the  infantry.  The  exact  range 
of  the  hill  having  been  accurately  obtained  by 
much  previous  firing,  the  loss  at  this  point  was 
heavy.  It  is  due  to  Captain  Poague  here  to  state, 
that  when,  late  on  the  evening  previous,  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  his  battery,  he  was  distant 
some  sixteen  miles  from  the  battle-field,  and  the 
promptitude  with  which  he  responded  to  the  or- 
der, by  a  fatiguing  night's  march,  is  worthy  of 
notice.  Some  guns  of  Major-General  D.  H. 
Hill's  division  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  under  the  direction  of  his  chief  of  artillery, 
Major  T.  H.  Carter,  which  were  all  well  served. 
Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cole- 
man  brought  up  two  howitzers,  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  left  of 
Captain  Poague's  guns.  About  this  time  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coleman  was  severely  wounded. 
On  the  extreme  right,  beyond  the  Massaponax, 
was  a  Whitworth  gun,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hardaway,  of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill's 
division,  which  was  well  served. 

On  the  extreme  left,  the  day  did  not  pass  with- 
out some  incidents  worthy  of  notice.     Early  in 
the  day,  the  enemy  opened  upon  the  left  with 
sixteen  guns,  afterward  increased  to  twenty-four. 
The   officers  in  command  obeyed  their  orders, 
and,  reserving  their  fire,  the  enemy  advanced  his 
skirmishers  in  heavy  line  upon  the  points  occu- 
pied by  the  commands  of  Captains  Davidson  and 
Brockenbrough.     They  were  soon  driven  off  by 
canister  ;  but  the  position  of  these  batteries  being 
thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy,  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  was  directed  upon  them,  which  was  replied  to 
with  animation  and  spirit.     The  ammunition  of 
Captain  Raine's  battery  proving  defective,  it  was 
withdrawn,  and  Captain  Latimer  (acting  chief  of 
artillery  of  E well's  division)  was  ordered  to  take 
a  position  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.   These 
last  pieces  were  admirably  served,  and  though 
suffering   severely  from  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters, drove  them  back,  and,  by  the  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  inflicted  a  severe  loss 
upon  the  enemy.     As  the  Federal  infantry  pressed 
forward  upon  our  front,  it  was  deemed  advisa- 
ble to  withdraw  the  batteries  of  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough,  placed   in  advance   of    the  railroad, 
before  the  enemy  should  seize  the  point  of  woods 
to  their  right  and  rear,  which  they  a  short  time 
afterward    penetrated — the   withdrawal  of    the 
batteries   being   covered  by   Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hill,  of  the  Seventh  North  Carolina.     The  bri- 
gade of  General  Pender  was  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidson  and  Lati 
mer,  and  was  without  any  protection  from  the 
enemy's  artillery ;  and  thus,  notwithstanding  the 


fficacy  of  the  batteries  acting  in  conjunction  with 
Vlajor  Cole,  of  the  Twenty-second  North  Caro- 
ina,  in  dispersing  the  cloud  of  skirmishers  and 
sharpshooters  that  hung  all  day  upon  that  part  of 
;he  line,  that  brigade  received  much  of  the  fire 
that  was  directed  at  these  guns,  and  suffered  se- 
verely. General  Pender  was  himself  wounded. 
The  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  Colonel  McElroy, 
which  had  been  thrown  out  as  a  support  to  Lati- 
mer's  battery,  became  warmly  engaged  with  a 
Brigade  of  the  enemy,  which  had  advanced  up 
Deep  Run,  under  cover,  and,  acting  with  two 
other  North  Carolina  regiments,  (the  Fifty-fourth 
and  Fifty-seventh,)  of  Law's  brigade,  Hood's 
division  drove  them  back.  Repulsed  on  the 
right,  left,  and  centre,  the  enemy  soon  after  re- 
formed his  lines,  and  gave  some  indications  of  a 
jurpose  to  renew  the  attack.  I  waited  some 
ime  to  receive  it,  but  he-  making  no  forward 
movement,  I  determined,  if  prudent,  to  do  so 
myself.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  s6  judi- 
ciously posted  as  to  make  an  advance  of  our 
troops  across  the  plain  very  hazardous;  yet  it 
was  so  promising  of  good  results,  if  successfully 
executed,  as  to  induce  me  to  make  preparations 
or  the  attempt.  In  order  to  guard  against  dis- 
aster, the  infantry  was  to  be  preceded  by  artillery, 
and  the  movement  postponed  until  late  in  the 
evening,  so  that  if  compelled  to  retire,  it  would 
be  under  the  cover  of  night.  Owing  to  unexpected 
delay,  the  movement  could  not  be  gotten  ready 
until  late  in  the  evening.  The  first  gun  had 
lordly  moved  forward  from  the  wood  a  hundred 
yards,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  re-opened,  and 
so  completely  swept  our  front,  as  to  satisfy  me 
;hat  the  proposed  movement  should  be  aban- 
doned. 

The  next  day  (fourteenth)  the  divisions  under 
;he  command  of  Brigadier-Generals  Early  ,and 
Taliaferro  formed  the  first  line,  that  of  Major- 
Greneral  D.  H.  Hill  the  second,  and  the  division 
of  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  the  reserve.  The 
enemy  continued  in  our  front  all  day,  apparently 
awaiting  an  attack  from  us.  During  the  night, 
our  lines  were  again  changed  so  as  to  place  the 
division  of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill  in  the  front 
line,  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  in  the  second,  and 
the  divisions  commanded  by  Brigadier-Generals 
Early  and  Taliaferro  in  the  reserve. 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  still  remained  in 
our  front,  and,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  sent  in 
a  flag  of  truce  requesting  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties between  his  left  and  our  right  wing,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  his  wounded  from  the  field, 
which,  under  previous  instructions  from  the  com- 
manding General,  was  granted.  Our  troops 
patiently  remained  in  position  on  that,  as  they 
had  done  the  previous  day,  eagerly  awaiting 
another  attack  from  the  enemy ;  and  such  was  the 
desire  to  occupy  the  front  line,  when  such  an  at- 
tack should  be  made,  that  the  division  of  Major-* 
General  D.  H.  Hill  sent  in  a  written  request  to 
be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  front  line  until  next 
day.  But  our  brave  troops  were  disappointed  in 
the  expectation  of  another  attack.  For  whilst 
they  patiently  waited  during  the  night  of  the 
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fifteenth,  in  the  hope  of  another  encounter  on  the 
following  day,  and  of  visiting  upon  the  invaders 
of  their  sacred  homes  and  firesides  a  just  retribu- 
tion for  the  outrages  of  this  most  unprovoked  and 
unchristian  war,  the  enemy  hurriedly  and  silently, 
during  that  night,  made  good  his  retreat  by  re- 
crossing  the  river. 

For  further  details  of  the  operations  of  my 
corps  in  the  battle,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regimental 
commanders,  who  participated  in  the  engagement*; 
also  to  the  reports  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  my 
chief  of  artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
Colonel  Brown,  of  the  reserve  artillery,  and  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  detailing  the  operations  of  the  artil- 
lery. I  refer  you  also  to  the  same  source  of 
information  for  the  names  of  many  officers  who 
distinguished  themselves  in  this  battle,  and,  by 
their  good  conduct,  specially  merit  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Government  and  of  the  country. 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  a  list  of  the  casual- 
ties of  this  corps  on  the  thirteenth  December, 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  twenty-six  officers 
were  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
•wounded ;  three  hundred  and  eighteen  enlisted 
men  killed,  and  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  wounded  ;  eighteen  officers  and  five  hundred 
and  eight  enlisted  men  missing ;  making  a  total 
loss  in  this  corps  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifteen.  Nearly  all  who  are  reported  as 
missing  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  fight.  By 
the  official  report  of  Major  Bridgford,  provost 
marshal  of  the  corps,  herewith  submitted,  it  ap- 
pears that  we  captured  five  hundred  and  twenty- 


one  prisoners,  of  whom  eleven  were  officers.  The 
report  of  Major  Bridgford  exhibits  a  gratifying 
statement  of  the  small  number  who  straggled 
from  the  ranks  during  the  last  action,  and  affords 
further  evidence  of  the  improving  discipline  and 
spirit  of  the  army. 

The  report  of  Major  Bier,  my  chief  of  ordnance, 
shows  that  we  captured  four  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  small  arms. 

My  medical  director,  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire, 
gave  special  and  slulful  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Major  J.  A.  Harman,  chief  quartermaster,  Ma- 
jor W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  commissary,  and  Major 
G.  H.  Bier,  chief  of  ordnance,  discharged  their 
duties  well. 

During  the  action,  I  received  valuable  assist- 
ance in  transmitting  orders,  and  discharging 
other  duties,  from  the  following  members  of  my 
staff: 

Colonel  S.  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery. 

Colonel  A.  Smeade,  inspector-general. 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  assistant  adjutant- 
general. 

Captain  J.  K.  Boswell,  chief  of  engineers. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Morrison,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Smith,  aid-de-camp. 

Second  Lieutenant  W.  Williamson,  engineer 
department. 

I  trust  that  the  victory  of  Fredericksburg,  with 
which  God  has  blessed  our  cause,  will  continue 
to  be  gratefully  remembered. 

I  am,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Lieutenant-  General . 


List  of  Casualties  in  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  Northern  Virginia,  in  the  Battles  before  Fred- 

ericksburg,  December,  1862:  — 


DIVISION. 

BRIGADE. 

REGIMENT. 

KlLL'D. 

WOUNDED. 

TOTAL. 

A.  P.  Hill's    

u 

Field's  

27th  Virginia  .... 
2d  Virginia  Battalion 
35th  Virginia 

7 
2 
1 

38 
25 
10 

45 
27 
11 

(( 

G-rPOror'g 

1st  South  Carolina    . 

15 

58 

73 

(( 
u 
(( 

rrf  e0  a 

« 
K 

12th  South  Carolina  . 
13th  South  Carolina  . 

1 
3 

7 
52 

28 

8 
55 

28 

II 

(C 

Orr's  Rifles         

21 

149 

170 

It 

22 

110 

132 

CC 

35th  Georgia       

7 

82 

89 

{( 

5 

43 

48 

it 

49th  Georgia       ...... 

8 

53 

61 

<c 

7th  North°Carolina   . 

5 

81 

86 

It 

(( 
(1 

'            1C 

(( 

28th  North  Carolina  . 
37th  North  Carolina  . 
18th  North  Carolina  . 
33d  North  Carolina   . 

16 
17 
13 
9 
5 

49 
76 
77 
32 
33 

65 
93 
90 
41 
38 

It 

5 

52 

57 

u 

4 

55 

59 

«( 

15 

39 

54 

u 
II 

5th  Alabama  Battalion 
16th  North  Carolina  .  . 

3 
6 

18    ' 
48 

21 
.     54 

«< 
(( 

(« 
(t 

II 

34th  North  Carolina  .  . 
13th  North  Carolina  .  . 
22d  North  Carolina   .  . 

2 

7 
1 

17 
30 
44 
14 

19 
37 
45 
14 

(( 

Artillery 

11 

88 

99 

211 

1,408 

1,619 
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List  of  Casualties  in  Second  Corps  —  Continued.   . 


DIVISION. 

BRIGADE. 

REGIMENT. 

KILL'D. 

WOUNDED. 

TOTAL. 

D  H  Hill's                          •  . 

Rodes's    

5th.  Alabama 

l 

1 

« 

1 

7 

8 

<( 

« 

4 

4 

« 

(C 

3d  Alabama  

. 

2 

3 

« 

20th  North  Carolina  .... 

3 

3 

u 

U 

1 

1 

u 

<( 

I9th  North  Carolina  .... 

5 

5 

U 

'« 

« 

Ripfey's       ....... 

5th  North  Carolina  .... 

1 
1 

3 
6 

4 

7 

K 

15 

15 

« 

(i 

3 

3 

u 

1 

1 

2 

Colquitt's    

Cth  Georgia 

3 

3 

« 

23d  Georgia  

2 

2 

<( 

2 

2 

«( 

8 

8 

2d  North  Carolina  

4. 

17 

21 

(C 

<(  • 

4th  North  Carolina   .... 

4 

21 
9 

25 
9 

U 

<( 

14th  North  Carolina  ... 

4 

4 

11 

Artillery  

Jeff  Davis  Artillery 

1 

3 

4 

M 

Pace's  Battery    

2 

3 

5 

(( 

« 

Fry's  Battery      ...... 

1 

2 

3 

<l 

Colonel  Brown's  .... 

Artillery  Regiment  .... 

9 

21 

30 

26 

146 

172 

Ewell's  

9th  Louisiana  ....... 

5 

7 

12 

u 

« 

6 

6 

<c 

« 

7th  Louisiana  

7 

7 

« 

n 

12 

12 

I* 

« 

8 

8 

It 

« 

<i 
u 

Louisiana  Guard  Artillery  . 
Carrino'ton's  Battery   ... 

1 

1 
1 

2 
1 

<( 

Trimble's    

21st  North  Carolina  .... 

24 

24 

M 

« 

3 

24 

27 

«( 

« 

15th  Alabama  .  .•  

1 

34 

35 

M 

« 

12th  Georgia    .... 

4 

16 

20 

«                                                   . 

Early's  

13th  Virginia   

3 

19 

22 

(t 

25th  Virginia   

1 

13 

14 

II 

« 

31st  Virginia 

2 

14 

16 

It 

« 

2 

13 

15 

«c 

« 

49th  Virginia   . 

6 

46 

52 

(C 

H 

52d  Virginia     

13 

13 

« 

<( 

58th  Virginia  

3 

o 

9 

« 

Lawton's  ........ 

15 
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EEPOET  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  R.  H.  ANDERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,      ) 
NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  January  3, 1803.  \ 

To  Major   G.  Moxley   Sorrel,   A.  A.  General, 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division, 
in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

Upon  the  signal  being  given,  on  the  morning  of 
the^eleventh  of  December,  the  troops  were  placed 
rapidly  in  position,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  field 
works  and  batteries,  extending  from  Hazel  Run, 
on  the  right,  to  the  Waterworks  dam  on  the  left, 
in  the  following  order :  Featherston's,  Perry's, 
Mahone's,  Wright's,  and  Wilcox's  brigades. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  eleventh,  Ransom's 
division  having  been  placed  between  Hazel  Run 
and  the  plank  road,  Featherston's  brigade  was 
moved  to  the  left  of  that  road.  About  dark  Gen- 
eral Ransom  recrossed  Hazel  Run  and  Feather- 
ston  was  replaced  in  his  former  position. 

Detachments  of  one  regiment  from  each  bri- 
gade were  thrown  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and 
strong  pickets  were  pushed  forward  toward  the 
town  and  along  the  canal. 

Early  on  the  twelfth,  General  Ransom  resumed 
his  former  place  behind  Hazel  Run  and  the  plank 
road,  and  Featberston's  brigade  was  again  drawn 
to  the  left  of  the  road.  This  position  of  the  bri- 
gades, in  the  order  above  mentioned,  was  main- 
tained until  Thursday  the  seventeenth  of  Decem- 
ber, when  the  division  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
troops  returned  to  their  camps.  Previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement  there  were 
two  regiments,  the  Third  Georgia  and  Eighth 
Florida,  of  Wright's  and  Perry's  brigades,  on 
duty  in  and  near  Fredericksburg.  These  regi- 
ments had  been  placed  under  the  orders  of  Brig- 
adier-General Barksdale,  commanding  in  the 
town,  and  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  when 
he  was  laying  his  bridges,  and  preparing  to  cross 
the  river.  The  Third  Georgia  met  with  but  very 
slight  loss.  The  Eighth  Florida  suffered  a  loss 
of  eighty-seven  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  missing  (43)  were  undoubtedly  captured. 
The  detachments  and  pickets  which  were  ad- 
vanced the  first  night  in  front  of  the  batteries 
and  alon^  the  canal,  continued  to  occupy  their 
posts,  and  they  suffered  some  loss. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  division  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  commanders  of  batteries,  Captains  Marion, 
Huger,  and  Lewis,  and  Lieutenant  Peet,  com- 
manding Grandy's  battery,  merit  especial  notice 
for  their  skill,  courage,  and  good  management 
throughout  the  five  days.  Their  batteries  were 
subjected  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  those  of  the 
enemy.  None  of  their  shot,  however,  were  spent 
in  an  artillery  duel,  but  were  reserved  for  those 
opportunities  which  the  advancing  and  retiring 
columns  of  the  enemy  gave  them. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  com- 
mendable spirit  was  exhibited  by  the  officers  and 
sokliers  of  the  whole  division.  Their  patient 
endurance  of  the  exposure  to  which  they  were 
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subjected,  gave  assurance  of  good  conduct  and 
gallant  deeds,  had  an  opportunity  been  presented. 
Featherston's  and  Perry's  brigades  lay  four  days 
and  nights  in  an  open  field  without  shelter  and 
without  fire.  It  is  due  to  Brigadier-General 
Mahone  to  say  that  he  discovered  and  pointed 
out  the  important  position  for  a  battery,  which 
enfiladed  the  slope  upon  which  the  enemy  formed 
his  battalions  before  and  after  his  attacks  upon 
Marye's  Hill,  and  that  he  rendered  very  efficient 
service,  ^assisting  in  the  construction  of  the  bat- 
tery which  drove  them  from  that  place  of  shelter. 
I  beg  leave  to  mention  also  Brigadier-General 
Cadmus  M.  Wilcox,  and  to  ask  attention  to  his 
long-continued  and  uniformly  meritorious  con- 
duct in  his  present  grade.  I  have  witnessed  his 
courage,  zeal  and  ability,  and  have  received  most 
efficient  cooperation  from  him,  in  the  battles  of 
Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Gaines's  Mill,  Fra- 
zier's  Farm,  Second  Manassas  and  Fredericks- 
burg. I  earnestly  recommend  his  promotion*. 
Mr.  Jett,  an  engineer  attached  to  my  division, 
rendered  good  service  in  the  erection  of  field 
works,  making  and  repairing  roads,  digging  rifle- 
pits  and  trenches,  and  such  like  work.  The  re- 
ports of  the  commanders  of  brigades  are  here- 
with submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  ANDERSON, 

Hajor-General,  commanding  Division. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  McLAWS. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,     \ 
CAMP  NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  December  30, 1SC-2. ) 

Major  Sorrel,  Adjutant-General: 

MAJOR  :  My  division  occupied  the  front  line 
of  defence  from  Hazel  River  along  the  ridge  of 
hills  to  the  right  and  through  the  point  of  woods 
extending  into  Mr.  Alfred  Bernard's  field,  one 
brigade  being  in  reserve.  The  brigades  on  the 
right  had  an  extended  rifle-pit  at  the  foot  of  the 
main  ridge  from  the  left  of  the  Telegraph,  road 
to  a  private  road  near  Mr.  Howison's  barn.  The 
next  brigade  had  rifle-pits  along  the  foot  of  the 
hills  in  front  of  its  position,  and  others  on  the 
crests  of  the  hills.  The  right  brigade  constructed 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  of  logs,  through  the 
woods,  with  abatis  in  front  of  them.  The  crests 
of  the  bills  were  occupied  by  the  batteries  of 
Captain  Head,,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott,  one 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  one  three-inch  rifle; 
Captain  Manly's  battery,  one  three-inch  rifle, 
two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  ;  Captain  Ells, 
one  thirty-pounder  Parrott ;  Captain  Macon,  two 
ten-pounder  Parrott's  and  two  six-pounders ; 
Cooper's,  three  ten-pounder  Parrott's  ;  Carlton's, 
two  ten-pounder  Parrott's  ;  Eubank's,  one  three- 
inch  rifle  ;  McCarthy's,  two  three-inch  rifles  ; 
Dealing,  one  ten-pounder  Parrott;  Ross,  three 
ten-pounder  Parrott's ;  and,  in  addition,  there 
were  a  number  of  smooth-bore  pieces  placed 
along  the  hills,  to  be  used  should  the  enemy 
advance  near  enough  for  their  effectual  range. 
One  brigade  was  constantly  on  duty  in  the  city 
to  guard  the  town  and  defend  the  river  crossings 
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as  far  down  as  one  fourth  of  a  mile  below  Deep 
Run  Creek.  Two  regiments  from  General  An- 
derson's division  picketed  the  river  bank  above 
the  town,  reporting  to  the  Brigadier-General  in 
charge  of  the  brigade  on  duty  in  the  city.  The 
orders  were,  that  two  guns  should  be  fired  from 
one  of  my  batteries  in  a  central  position,  which 
would  be  the  signal  that  the  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  cross.  These  were  the  positions  of  my 
command  and  the  orders  governing  them  up  to 
the  tenth  instant.  On  that  day,  the  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Barksdale,  composed  of  Mississippi  troops, 
was  on  duty  in  the  city.  About  two  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  eleventh,  General  Barksdale  sent  me  word 
that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  indicated  they 
were  preparing  to  lay  dowii  their  pontoon  bridges, 
and  his  men  were  getting  into  position  to  defend 
the  crossing.  About  half  past  four  he  notified 
me  that  the  bridges  were  being  placed,  and  he 
would  open  fire  so  soon  as  the  working  parties 
oame  in  good  range  of  his  rifles.  I  gave  the 
order,  and  the  signal  guns  were  fired  about  five 
o'clock  A.  M.  I  had  been  notified  from  your 
headquarters  the  evening  previous  (the  tenth 
instant)  to  have  all  the  batteries  harnessed  up  at 
daylight  on  the  eleventh  instant,  and  I  had  given 
orders  that  my  whole  command  should  be  under 
arms  at  the  same  time.  General  Barksdale  kept 
his  men  quiet  and  concealed  until  the  bridges 
were  so  advanced  that  the  working  parties  were 
in  easy  range,  when  he  opened  fire  with  such 
effect  that  the  bridges  were  abandoned  at  once. 
Nine  separate"  and  desperate  attempts  were  made 
to  complete  the  bridges,  under  fire  of  their  sharp- 
shooters and  guns  on  the  opposite  banks ;  but 
every  attempt  being  attended  with  such  severe 
loss,  from  our  men  posted  in  rifle-pits,  in  the  cel- 
lars of  houses  along  the  banks,  and  from  behind 
whatever  offered  concealment,  that  the  enemy 
abandoned  his  attempts  for  the  time,  and  opened 
a  terrific  fire  from  their  numerous  batteries  con- 
structed along  the  hills  just  above  the  river. 
The  fire  was  so  severe  that  the  men  could  not 
use  their  rifles,  and  the  different  places  occupied 
by  them  becoming  untenable,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  river  bank  back  to  Caroline 
Street,  at  half  past  four  o'clock  P.  M.  The  enemy 
then  crossed  in  boats,  and,  completing  their 
bridges,  passed  over  in  force  and  advanced  into 
the  town.  The  Seventeenth  Mississippi  (Colonel 
Fizer)  and  ten  sharpshooters  from  Colonel  Car- 
ter's regiment,  (the  Thirteenth,)  and  three  com- 
panies of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,)  under  Lieutenant 
Itadliff,  were  all  the  troops  that  were  actually 
engaged  in.  defending  the  crossings  in  front  of 
the  city.  More  troops  were  offered ;  but  the 
positions  were  such  that  but  the  number  already 
there  could  be  employed.  As  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced into  the  town 'our  troops  fell  back  to 
Princess  Ann  Street,  and,  as  the  enemy  came 
up,  they  were  driven  back  with  loss.  This  street 
fighting  continued  until  seven  p.  M.,  when  I  or- 
dered General  Barksdale  to  fall  back  and  take 
position  along  and  behind  the  stone  wall  below 
Maryefc  Hill,  where  it  was  relieved  by  the  bri- 
gade of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  R.*R  Cobb, 


and  retired  to  their  position  on  the  right  of  my 
line  of  defence  in  the  woods  of  Mr.  Barnard. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  with  his  regiment,  (the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi,)  who  occupied  the  river 
bank  below  the  town,  drove  back  the  enemy  in 
their  first  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  and  kept 
them  in  check  until  about  half  past  three  o'clock 
P.  M.,  when  two  regiments,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
(Colonel  Bryan)  and  Fifteenth  South  Carolina, 
(Colonel  DeSaussure,)  were  sent  to  his  support ; 
and  it  being  then  deemed  advisable  the  whole  force 
was  withdrawn  to  the  river  road,  where  they  re- 
mained until  daylight  the  next  day,  when  they 
rejoined  their  brigades,  excepting  the  Sixteenth 
Georgia,  which  retook  its  position  in  the  general 
line  of  defence.  These  regiments  performed  their 
duties  under  a  severe  and  destructive  fire  from 
the  enemy's  guns,  posted  along  the  hills  just 
above  the  river  on  the  opposite  side.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  a  battalion  of  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  was  put  in  position  to 
the  left  of  Colonel  Fizer,  and  in  easy  range  of 
the  enemy  above  the  upper  bridge,  then  being 
rapidly  constructed  by  them.  This  battalion  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Long,  and,  while  under 
his  direction,  it  acted  gallantly  and  did  good  ser- 
vice —  Captain  Long  proving  himself  a  gallant 
and  efficient  officer ;  but  he  was  severely  wounded 
about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  battalion  then 
rendered  but  little  assistance.  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  special  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fizer  on  the  subject,  and  to  Captain  Govan,  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  of  three  companies  of  the 
same  regiment,  which  were  on  duty  with  the 
right  of  Colonel  Fizer's  regiment,  and  also  to  the 
indorsement  of  Colonel  Humphries,  on  the  spe- 
cial report  of  Captain  Govan.  The  brigade  of 
General  Barksdale,  I  consider,  did  their  whole 
duty,  and  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  every 
officer  and  man  engaged  in  the  fight.  An  exam- 
ination of  the  positions  they  held  shows  that  no 
troops  could  have  behaved  more  gallantly. 

On  the  night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiments,  and 
Philips's  Georgia  Legion,  of  Cobb's  brigade,  re- 
lieved General  Barksdale's  command  behind  the 
stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  Philips's 
Legion  on  the  left,  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  in 
the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  Georgia  regiment  on 
the  right,  occupying  the  entire  front  under  the 
hill.  During  that  night,  the  scouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  On  the  twelfth  inst.,  close  and  heavy 
skirmishing  was  kept  up,  but  no  real  attack  was 
made.  On  the  thirteenth,  skirmishing  commenced 
at  early  dawn,  the  enemy  shelling  in  that  direc- 
tion until  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  col- 
umn approached  the  left  of  the  line  by  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  deployed  to  our  right,  planting 
three  stands  of  colors  along  our  front ;  before 
their  deployment  was  completed,  our  fire  had  so 
thinned  their  ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated, 
leaving  their  colors  planted  in  the  first  position. 
Soon  another  column,  heavier  than  the  first,  ad- 
vanced to  the  colors,  but  were  driven  back  with 
great  slaughter.  They  were  met,  on  retiring,  by 
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reinforcements,  and  advanced  again;  but  were 
again  repulsed  with  increased  loss. 

About  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  General  Kershaw  was 
directed  to  send  two  regiments  from  his  brigade 
to  the  support  of  General  Cobb,  who  reported 
that  he  was  getting  short  of  ammunition.  The 
Sixteenth  Georgia  "regiment  was  sent  forward  at 
the  same  time.  Not  long  after  this,  General  Ker- 
shaw was  directed  to  take  his  whole  brigade. 
Just  as  his  command  was  moving,  he  was  ordered 
to  hasten  forward  in  person,  and  assume  com- 
mand of  the  position  under  Marye's  Hill,  as  Gen- 
eral Cobb  had  been  wounded  and  disabled.  The 
South  Carolina  regiments  were  posted,  the  Sec- 
ond and  Eighth  (Colonel  Kennedy  and  Captain 
Stockburn  commanding)  in  the  road,  doubling 
on  Philips's  Legion,  (Colonel  Cook,)  and  the  Twen- 
ty-fourth Georgia,  (Colonel  McMillan,)  the  Third 
and  Seventh  South  Carolina  (Colonel  Nance  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland)  on  the  hill  to  the  left 
of  Marye's  house ;  the  Seventh  was  afterward 
moved  (on  a  call  from  the  Fifteenth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment  for  reinforcement)  to  the  right  and 
front  of  Marye's  house,  the  three  left  companies 
being  on  the  left  of  the  house,  the  Fifteenth 
South  Carolina  (Colonel  DeSaussure)  in  reserve 
at  the  cemetery ;  the  Third  battalion  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Rice)  was  posted  at  HoAvison's  mill  to 
resist  any  attack  that  might  have  been  made  up 
Hazel  Run.  The  Eighth  and  Seventh  regiments 
arrived  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling  a  heavy 
assault  made  on  the  left  at  quarter  to  three  P.  M. 
The  Third  and  Seventh  regiments  suffered  se- 
verely while  getting  into  position,  especially  the 
former.  Colonel  Nance,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ruth- 
erford, Major  Moffit,  Captains  Todd,  Summers, 
and  Nance,  were  shot  down  in  succession,  Cap- 
tain Summers  killed,  the  others  more  or  less 
dangerously  wounded,  leaving  the  regiment  under 
the  command  of  Captain  John  K.  G.  Nance,  as- 
sisted by  Lieutenant  Doby,  aid-de-camp  of  Gen- 
eral Kershaw.  Colonel  Nance,  although  badly 
wounded,  declined  being  removed  at  the  time, 
and  continued  to  encourage  and  direct  his  men, 
and,  after  he  was  removed  back  to  Marye's  house, 
ordered  that  his  regiment  take  a  new  position, 
where  the  men  would  be  less  exposed,  and  sent 
directions  to  have  them  re-supplied  with  ammu- 
nition. In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  deployed 
in  a  ravine,  which  was  between  us  and  the  city, 
and  distant  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  stone  wall,  and  advanced  with  fresh 
columns  to  the  attack,  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than  fifteen  minutes  ;  but  they  were  repulsed  with 
ease,  and  driven  back  with  much  loss,  on  every 
occasion.  This  continued  until  about  half  past 
four  p.  M.,  when  the  enemy  ceased  in  their  as- 
saults for  a  time,  and  posting  some  artillery  in 
front  of  the  town  on  the  left  of  the  telegraph 
road,  opened  on  our  position,  doing  but  little 
damage.  The  batteries  of  Colonel  Walton,  on 
Marye's  Hill,  were  at  this  time  silent,  having  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition,  and  they  were  being 
relieved  by  others  from  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion. Taking  advantage  of  the  hill,  the  Fif- 
teenth South  Carolina  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was 


brought  forward  from  the  cemetery,  and  posted 
behind  the  stone  wall,  supporting  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment.  The  enemy,  in  the 
mean  while,  formed  a  strong  column  of  attack, 
and  advanced  under  cover  of  their  own  artillery, 
and,  no  longer  impeded  by  ours,  came  forward 
along  our  whole  front,  in  the  most  determined 
manner  ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at  all  points. 
The  firing  ceased  as  night  came  on,  and  about 
seven  o'clock  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy 
were  posted  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other. 

About  six  P.  M.,  the  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment was  brought  from  the  hill,  and  posted  on 
the  left  of  Philips's  Georgia  legion,  where  it  was 
relieved  by  General  Kemper,  with  a  portion  of 
his  brigade,  about  seven  P.  M.,  and  was  then 
ordered  in  reserve  by  General  Kershaw,  because 
of  its  previous  heavy  loss. 

The  body  of  one  man,  believed  to  be  an  officer, 
was  found  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  stone 
wall,  and  other  single  bodies  were  scattered  at 
increased  distances,  until  the  main  mass  of  the 
dead  lay  thickly  strewn  over  the  ground  at  some- 
thing over  one  hundred  yards  off,  and  extending 
to  the  ravine,  commencing  at  the  point  where 
our  men  would  allow  the  enemy's  column  to 
approach  before  opening  fire,  and  beyond  which 
no  organized  body  of  men  was  able  to  pass. 

On  the  fourteenth,  the  enemy  were  in  position 
behind  the  declivities  in  front,  but  the  opera- 
tions on  both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing 
of  sharpshooters. 

On  the  fifteenth  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  constructed  rifle-pits  on  the  edge  of 
the  ravine  ;  but  nothing  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day.  Cobb's  brigade  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Semmes  on  the  night  of  that  day, 
against  the  wishes,  however,  of  Colonel  McMil- 
lan, commanding  Cobb's  brigade,  who  objected 
to  relinquishing  such  an  honorable  position.  On 
the  sixteenth,  Tuesday  morning,  as  the  fog  lifted, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
withdrawn,  and  scouts,  being  sent  out,  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  across  the  river,  re- 
moving their  bridges.  The  town  was  re-occupied 
by  two  regiments  from  Kershaw's  brigade,  and 
a  number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  were  taken. 

Captain  Cuthbert,  of  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina regiment,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters, 
was  thrown  out  on  the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  and 
did  good  service  in  annoying  the  flank  of  the 
enemy  as  their  columns  advanced  to  the  attack. 
His  loss  was  considerable. 

When  General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  sent  to 
the  front,  its  place  along  the  main  line  of  defence 
was  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins,  a  regiment  from  which  occupied  the 
right  flank  of  the  troops  at  the  foot  of  Marye's 
Hill,  along  Hazel  Run,  and  was  of  essential  ser- 
vice. 

The  Lieutenant-General  was,  however,  over- 
looking the  movements  of  all,  and  every  order 
was  issued  under  his  supervision.  The  presence 
of  himself  and  the  General-in-Chief  inspired  the 
troops  and  rendered  them  invincible.  The  very 
great  enthusiasm  and  ardent  desire  for  the  enemy 
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to  advance  which  existed  and  was  evident  among 
all,  officers  and  men,  could  not  be  surpassed. 
And,  when  it  was  discovered,  on  the  sixteenth, 
that  the  enemy  had  retired,  there  was  an  univer- 
sal expression  of  disappointment. 

The  artillery  along  the  heights,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Colonel  H.  C.  Cabell,  chief  of  artil- 
lery, and  his  subordinate,  Major  Hamilton,  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  whenever  the  col- 
umn advanced,  with  such  effect  as  to  always  force 
them  to  retire  in  disorder,  or  to  incline  to  their 
right  under  shelter  of  ravines  and  rising  ground, 
forced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  retire,  which 
had  come  forward  on  the  right,  and  was  of  mate- 
rial assistance  in  checking  the  advance  of  their 
troops,  which  were  threatening  the  centre.  I 
refer  you  to  the  special  report  of  Colonel  Cabell 
in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  artillery* 
•  The  country  and  the  army  have  tp  mourn  the 
loss  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb, 
who  fell  while  in  position  with  his  brigade,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field  while  his  men  were 
repulsing  the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy.  He 
had  but  lately  been  promoted  to  a  brigade,  and 
his  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  aptitude  for  the 
profession  of  arms,  and  his  control  over  his  men, 
I  have  never  seen  surpassed.  Our  country  has 
lost  a  pure  and  able  defender  of  her  rights,  both 
in  the  council  and  the  field. 

My  Aid-de-camp,  Captain  H.  L.  King,  was 
killed  on  Marye's  Hill,  pierced  with  five  balls, 
while  conveying  an  order  to  Brigadier-General 
Cobb.  He  was  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer 
and  gentleman,  and  had  already  distinguished 
himself  during  the  operations  in  front  of  Fred- 
ericksburg,  as  he  had  done  <  in  all  the  other 
engagements  when  on  duty. 

Lieutenant  T.  S.  B.  Tucker,  my  other  Aid-de- 
camp, was  badly  wounded,  Avhile  bearing-  one  of 
my  orders.  He  has  always  been  noted  for  his 
daring  and  gallantry. 

The  services  of  my  Adjutant- General,  Major 
James  M.  Goggin,  were  important  and  distin- 
guished, as  they  have  been  always. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  other  members  of 


my  staff,  Major  McLaws  and  Major  Edwards, 
for  their  assistance ;  to  Lieutenant  Edwards, 
ordnance  officer,  who  was  active  and  efficient  in 
supplying  ammunition  to  the  troops  ;  and  to 
Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
been  engaged  day  and  night,  frequently  all  night, 
in  strengthening  the  different  positions,  and  on 
all  occasions  was  very  devoted  and  prompt  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

Colonel  McMillan,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Geor- 
gia, who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  bri- 
gade when  General  Cobb  was  disabled,  during 
the  first  assaults  of  the  enemy  on  Marye's  Hill, 
behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry  and  coolness. 

General  Barksdale  commanded  his  fine  brigade 
as  it  should  have  been  commanded,  and  added 
new  laurels  to  those  gained  on  every  other  pre- 
vious battle-field. 

I  call  attendon  to  the  conduct  of  General  Ker- 
shaw,  who,  after  the  fall  of  General  Cobb,  com- 
manded the  troops  about  Marye's  Hill,  composed 
of  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  General  Cobb. 
He  possesses  military  talents  of  a  high  order, 
and  unites  with  them  that  self-possession  and 
daring  gallantry  which  endears  him  to  his  com- 
mand, and  inspires  a  confidence  which  but  in- 
creases as  the  danger  grows  more  imminent. 

My  Inspector-General,  Major  Costin,  was  par- 
ticularly active  and  distinguished  in  leading 
troops  into  position  and  carrying  orders,  fre- 
quently under  the  hottest  fire,  and  for  his  close 
attention  to  all  his  duties. 

The  brigade  of  General  Semmes  was  not  ac- 
tually engaged  ;  but,  under  his  supervision,  the 
position  he  commanded  was  strongly  fortified, 
and  his  men  were  well  prepared  and  eager  for 
the  fight  under  his  leadership. 

Surgeon  Gilmon,  chief  surgeon  of  the  division, 
had  his  field  hospital  in  readiness,  and  his  arrange- 
ments were  so  complete  that  there  was  no  deten- 
tion or  unnecessary  suffering  of  the  wounded,  and 
those  who  could  not  remain  in  camp  were  sent 
at  once  to  the  hospitals  in  Richmond. 

The  loss  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  in 
my  command,  was  as  follows  :  — 


COMMAND. 

KILLED. 

WOUN'D. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL. 

REMARKS. 

39 

333 

1 

373 

l  One  missing,  supposed  to  have  been  killed 

29 

151 

6° 

249 

(     while  the  regiment  was  on  picket. 

32 

198 

4 

234 

4 

4 

100 

686 

67 

QKO 

I  enclose  reports  of  the  several  brigade  com- 
manders, with  those  of  their  respective  regimen- 
tal and  battalion  commanders,  excepting  General 
Barksdale,  who,  receiving  a  leave  of  absence, 
went  away  without  rendering  his  report ;  those 


of  his  regimental  commanders  are,  however,  en- 
closed. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,     j 
CAMP  NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  Dec.  20, 18(32.  j 

Major  GtM.  Sorrel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General 

First  Corps  A.  N.  V. : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  my  division  during  the  several  days' 
operations  before  Fredericksburg,  commencing  on 
the  eleventh  instant : 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  the  division  took 
position  about  six  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our 
batteries,  which  were  upon  Marye's  and  Willis's 
Hills,  and  at  the  time  occupied  by  the  Washing- 
ton artillery.  About  noon,  it  was  withdrawn  to 
the  Telegraph  road,  a  little  in  rear  of  where  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  had  his  headquarters  during  the 
day.  At  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  it  retook  the  position 
of  the  morning,  Cooke's  brigade  being  advanced 
to  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries,  and 
the  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina,  of  my  brigade, 
was  placed  in  a  ditch  on  the  left,  and  in  the  pro- 
longation of  Cobb's  brigade,  which  occupied  the 
Telegraph  rpad  in  front  of  Marye's  and  Willis's 
hills.  The  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  rested  on  the 
plank  road.  My  batteries  remained  in  rear  of 
the  division. 

On  the  twelfth  there  was  no  change  except  the 
placing  of  three  long-range  guns  from  Cooper's 
battery  near  Howison's  house  on  the  right  of  the 
Telegraph  road.  During  these  two  days  occa- 
sional shells  from  the  enemy's  guns  burst  among 
and  near  the  troops,  but  there  were  few  or  no 
injuries. 

About  half  past  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the 
thirteenth,  large  numbers  of  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  from  the  town  by  the  enemy,  and  it 
soon  became  evident  that  an  effort  would  be 
made  to  take  our  batteries,  which  I  was  support- 
ing. Cooke's  brigade  was  ordered  to  occupy  the 
crest  of  Marye's  and  Willis's  Hills,  which  was  done 
in  fine  style.  By  this  time  the  enemy  backed  his 
skirmishers  with  a  compact  line,  and  advanced 
towards  the  hills  ;  but  the  Washington  artillery 
and  a  well-directed  fire  from  Cobb's  and  Cooke's 
brigades  drove  them  quickly  back  to  their  shelter 
in  the  town.  But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
another  line  was  formed  by  the  enemy,  he  all  the 
while  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  sharpshooters. 
This  line  advanced  with  the  utmost  determination, 
and  some  few  of  them  got  within  fifty  yards  of 
our  line  ;  but  the  whole  were  forced  to  retire  in 
wild  confusion  before  the  telling  fire  of  our  small 
arms  at  such  short  range. 

During  this  attack,  two  of  Cooke's  regiments, 
being  badly  exposed,  (for  there  were  then  no 
rifle-pits  on  the  hills,)  were  thrown  into  the  road 
with  Cobb's  brigade.  For  some  few  minutes  there 
was  a  cessation  of  fire ;  but  we  were  not  kept 
long  in  expectancy.  The  enemy  now  seemed  de- 
termined to  reach  our  position,  and  formed,  ap- 
parently, a  triple  line.  Observing  this  movement 
on  his  part,  I  brought  up  the  three  regiments  of 
my  brigade  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
crest  of  the  hills,  and  pushed  forward  the  Twenty- 
fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers  to  the  crest.  The 


enemy,  almost  massed,  moved  to  the  charge 
heroically,  and  met  the  withering  fire  of  our  ar- 
tillery and  small  arms  with  wonderful  stanch- 
ness.  On  they  came  to  within  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  paces  of  our  line  ;  but  nothing 
could  live  before  the  sheet  of  lead  that  was  hurled 
at  them  from  this  distance.  They  momentarily 
wavered,  broke,  and  rushed  headlong  from  the 
field.  A  few,  however,  more  resolute  than  the 
rest,  lingered  under  cover  of  some  fences  and 
houses,  and  annoyed  us  with  a  scattering  but 
well-directed  fire.  The  Twenty-fifth  North  Caro- 
lina volunteers  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  just 
in  time  to  pour  into  the  enemy  a  few  volleys  at 
most  deadly  range,  and  then  took  position,  shoul- 
der to  shoulder,  with  Cobb's  and  Cooke's  men  in 
the  road. 

During  this  attack,  the  gallant  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Cobb  was  mortally  wounded,  and  almost  at 
the  same  instant  Brigadier-General  Cooke  was 
wounded  and  taken  from  the  field.  Colonel  Hall, 
Forty-sixth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  his  brigade.  Nothing  daunt- 
ed by  the  fearful  punishment  he  had  received, 
the  enemy  brought  out  fresh  and  increased 
numbers  of  troops.  Fearing  lest  he  might,  by 
mere  force  of  numbers,  pass  over  our  line,  I  de- 
termined to  meet  him  with  every  man  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  started  in  person  to  place  the  remain- 
ing two  regiment  of  my  brigade.  Just  at  this 
instant,  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  dashed,  on 
horseback,  at  the  head  of  one  of  his  regiments, 
up  the  new  road  leading  from  the  Telegraph  road, 
and  near  the  mill,  and  led  it  into  the  fight  imme- 
diately at  Marye's  house.  A  second  regiment 
from  his  brigade  followed  and  took  position  in 
rear  of  and  near  the  graveyard  on  Willis's  Hill, 
and  remained  there.  I  now  advanced  my  regi- 
ments, and  placed  one  a  few  yards  in  rear  of 
Marye's  house,  and  the  other  on  its  right  and  a 
little  more  retired.  With  his  increased  numbers  the 
enemy  moved  forward.  Our  men  held  their  fire 
until  it  would  be  •  fatally  effective  ;  meantime,  our 
artillery  was  spreading  fearful  havoc  among  the 
enemy's  ranks.  Still  he  advanced  and  received 
the  destructive  fire  of  our  line  ;  even  more  reso- 
lute than  before,  he  seemed  determined,  madly, 
to  press  on  ;  but  his  efforts  could  avail  nothing. 
At  length,  broken  and  seemingly  dismayed,  the 
whole  mass  turned  and  fled  to  the  very  centre  of 
the  town.  At  this  time,  I  sent  my  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to  the  road  to  ascertain  the  condition  of 
the  troops  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hand.  His  report  was  truly  gratifying,  repre- 
senting the  men  in  highest  spirits,  and  abundance 
of  ammunition.  I  had  ordered  Cobb's  brigade 
to  be  supplied  from  my  wagons. 

The  afternoon  was  now  nearly  spent,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  enemy  would  not  again  renew  his 
attempts  to  carry  our  position.  Again,  however, 
an  effort,  more  feeble  than  those  which  had  pre- 
ceded, was  made  to  push  his  troops  over  the 
bodies  of  the  now  numerous  slain.  The  sun  was 
down,  and  darkness  was  fast  hiding  the  enemy 
from  view,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  there 
would  be  no  further  movement,  at  least  toward 
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the  point  we  held ;  but  the  frequent  and  deter- 
mined assaults  he  had  made  would  not  permit  me 
to  despise  either  his  courage  or  his  hardihood, 
and  thinking  that,  as  a  last  alternative,  he  might 
resort  to  the  bayonet  under  cover  of  darkness,  I 
massed  my  little  command  so  as  to  meet  such  an 
attack  with  all  the  power  we  were  capable  of  ex- 
erting. Instead,  however,  of  a  charge  with  the 
bayonet,  just  after  dark  he  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  of  small  arms,  and  at  short  range;  upon  my 
whole  line.  This  last  desperate  and  maddened 
attack  met  the  same  fate  which  had  befallen  those 
which  preceded,  and  his  hosts  were  sent,  actually 
howling,  back  to  their  beaten  comrades  in  the 
town.  A  short  time  before  the  last  attack,  Brig- 
adier-General Kemper  had  reported  to  me  with  his 
brigade.  With  two  of  his  regiments  I  relieved 
the  Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina  volunteers, 
which  had  been  in  the  ditch  two  days,,  and  placed 
the  others  in  close  supporting  distance  at  the 
crest  of  the  hill. 

During  the  whole  time  the  enemy's  artillery 
had  not  ceased  to  play  upon  us  ;  but  our  batteries 
took  no  notice  of  it,  reserving  their  fire  and  using 
it  against  the  enemy's  infantry,  as  it  would  form 
and  advance,  with  extraordinary  effect.  Thus 
ended  the  fighting  in  front  of  Fredericksburg. 

By  ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  General  Kershaw  had  put 
the  whole  of  his  brigade  in  the  road,  and  sent  me 
word  he  could  hold  it.  I  was  satisfied  no  further 
attempt  would  be  made  by  the  enemy  before  day- 
light, and  withdrew  my  division  two  hundred 
yards,  and  permitted  it  to  rest.  At  this  time  of 
night,  I  received  orders  to  send  a  battery  of  long- 
range  guns  to  Major  Garnett.  The  three  guns 
of  Cooper's,  at  Howison's  house,  were  sent,  and 
they  replaced  by  a  like  number  from  Branch's 
battery. 

Until  about  four  P.  M.,  on  the  thirteenth,  the 
Washington  artillery  had  served  in  the  batteries, 
when  it  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Alexander's  bat- 
talion, and,  during  the  night,  I  replaced  five  of 
his  guns  with  twelve-pounder  howitzers  from  my 
batteries.  During  the  day,  only  three  <of  my 
guns  were  in  action,  and  those  were  at  the  Howi- 
son  house.  I  am  informed  by  the  report  of  the 
captain  that  they  did  good  service,  both  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more  to  the 
right. 

On  the  fourteenth  little  of  moment  occurred. 
The  enemy  annoyed  us  by  an  unceasing  fire  from 
sharpshooters,  but^  did  little  injury.  Early  on 
that  night,  I  was  "directed  to  return  Kemper's 
brigade  to  General  Pickett.  It  was  replaced  by 
my  own.  Before  daylight,  orders  came  to  relieve 
Jenkins's  brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  which  I  had  now  with  my  own,  and  the 
latter  was  replaced  by  Cooke's  and  one  regiment 
from  Featherston's,  which  was  immediately  on 
my  left. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth,  large 
numbers  of  infantry  were  seen  collecting  in  the 
town,  and  the  sharpshooters  again  began  to  be 
troublesome.  Colonel  Alexander  and  Lieutenant 
Branch,  the  latter  having  charge  of  a  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer  and  a  Napoleon  which  Colonel 


A.  had  sent  me,  by  a  few  well-directed  shells  dis- 
persed the  infantry  in  the  town  and  dislodged  the 
sharpshooters. 

About  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth, 
Brigadier-General  Jenkins,  with  his  brigade,  re- 
ported to  me,  and  relieved  Cooke's. 

Too  high  commendation  cannot  be  bestowed 
upon  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  those 
of  other  corps  who  came  under  my  observation ; 
and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention 
some,  at  least,  of  the  latter.  The  unwavering 
firmness  evinced  throughout,  by  all,  raises  them 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  admiration. 

The  field,  on  the  thirteenth,  presented  the  un- 
precedented spectacle  of  a  fierce  battle  raging,  and 
not  a  straggler  from  the  ranks. 

Brigadier-General  Cooke  was  wounded  early  in 
the  action,  but  handled  his  troops  well. 

Brigadier-General  Kemper  came  upon  the  field 
late,  but  in  the  handsomest  style,  under  a  gal- 
ling fire,  moved  his  command  into  position  with 
the  greatest  alacrity  and  steadiness,  and,  during 
this  time,  lost  a  few  killed  and  quite  a  number 
wounded. 

While  I  do  not  disparage  any,  I  cannot  fail  to 
mention  the  splendid  and  dashing  action  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Bryson  commanding,  in  going  into 
battle. 

Though  no  part  of  my  command,  I  will  not  pass 
over  the  already  famous  Washington  artillery. 
Its  gallantry  and  efficiency  are  above  praise. 

Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  artillery,  brought  in 
his  battalion  admirably,  and  relieved  the  Wash- 
ington artillery  under  a  hot  fire. 
•  I  regret  that  I  could  not  witness  the  part  taken 
by  the  long-range  guns  of  my  batteries  ;  but,  from 
the  commanders'  reports,  they  did  good  service, 
both  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg  and  more 
to  the  right  of  our  lines.  Lieutenant  Branch,  in 
charge  of  the  two  pieces  above  mentioned,  han- 
dled them  beautifully. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Cooke,  Twenty-fourth 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  was  severely  wounded. 
I  have  before  witnessed  his  conduct,  and  no  one 
more  highly  merits  promotion. 

The  valuable  assistance  and  daring  gallantry 
of  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Captain  Thom- 
as Kowland,  and  volunteer  Aid,  Dr.  H.  I.  Davis, 
deserve  my  warmest  commendation.  They,  three 
times  each  during  the  day,  traversed  the  entire 
front  of  my  line,  descending  and  returning  from 
the  road,  thus  six  times  running  the  gantlet  of  a 
most  fearful  fire. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Thorn, 
ordnance  officer  for  division,  for  his  devotion  and 
energy.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  duration 
of  the  battle,  so  long  as  ammunition  could  have 
been  had,  I  felt  sure  that  my  troops  would  be 
supplied.  After  the  battle,  he  collected  about  two 
thousand  small  arms. 

Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-camp  Brodnax  rendered 
varuable  aid. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  notice  the 

splendid  dash  of  General  Kershaw  and  his  staff. 

Lieutenant  Landry,  of  Captain  Maurin's  bat- 
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tery,  I  believe,  called  the  Donelson  artillery,  by 
direction  of  Captain  Latrobe,  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  Inspector-General,  took  his  piece  from  behind 
the  epaulement  in  order  to  dislodge  a  body  of  the 
enemy  upon  whom  the  battery  could  not  play. 
Most  effectually  he  performed  this  service,  but, 
in  doing  so,  lost  several  of  his  men  and  had  his 
piece  disabled.  His  conduct  was  admirable,  for, 
during  the  time,  he  was  exposed  to  a  direct  fire 
of  six  and  an  enfilade  fire  of  four  guns. 

With  sadness,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  many  gal- 
lant men  ;  but  I  will  pay  a  special  tribute  to  the 
intrepid  General  Cobb,  who  fell,  mortally  wound- 
ed, in  the  midst  of  his  men,  while  nobly  defend- 
ing our  righteous  cause.  His  brigade,  throughout 
the  day,  remained  at  the  post  of  honor,  in  the 
front  line. 

Among  those  who  fell,  and  those  of  his  com- 
rades who  lament  his  loss,  there  was  not  one 
more  meritorious  than  the  modest,  but  brave  and 
manly,  Major  Kelly,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  North 
Carolina  volunteers. 

To  two  of  my  couriers,  private  Devam,  Twenty- 
fourth,  and  private  Hood,  Thirty-sixth  North 
Carolina  volunteers,  I  am  truly  indebted  for  their 
devotion,  gallantry,  and  intelligence,  during  the 
several  days. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  casu- 
alties in  my  division  ;  in  the  aggregate,  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty.  The  wounded  bear  a  large 
proportion  to  the  killed.  Before  the  town  there 
were  not  engaged,  all  told,  on  our  part,  more 
than  five  thousand.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
exactly  the  number  of  the  enemy  who  were  op- 
posed to  us.  From  prisoners  taken,  it  is  certain 
that  all  of  Sumner's  grand  division  and  part  of 
Hooker's  were  brought  against  the  position. 
Among  these  can  be  named,  specially,  Hancock's 
and  Whipple'a  division,  the  Irish  brigade,  and  the 
whole  of  the  regular  infantry  of  the  old  United 
States  army,  the  latter  under  Sykes. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  must  have  been  very 
large.  Each  of  the  nights  of  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  the  enemy  bore  off  large  numbers. 
On  Tuesday  I  walked  over  the  field,  and  the 
slain  lay  in  many  places  piled  up  on  each  other. 
As  I  understand  an  accurate  count  of  those 
buried  has  been  made,  I  will  not  hazard  an  opin- 
ion as  to  the  real  number  killed.  The  havoc  was 
appalling.  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

II.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-General  commanding  Division. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  HOOD. 

DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS,  NEAR  ) 

FRIODIiRICKSBURG,  VA.       \ 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  participation  of  my  command,  com- 
posed of  the  Texas  brigade,  Brigadier-General  J. 
B.  Iloberston  commanding  ;  Law's  brigade,  Brig- 
adier-General E.  M.  Law  commanding ;  Ander- 
son's brigade,  Brigadier-General  G.  T.  Anderson 
commanding  ;  Toombs's  brigade,  Colonel  H.  L. 
Benning  commanding,  and  Reilly's,  Bachman's, 
and  Gardner's  batteries,  in  the  battle  of  Freder- 


icksburg,  December  thirteenth,  1862,  and  opera- 
tions in  connection  therewith : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General  commanding,  on  hearing  the  signal 
guns,  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  December,  I  immediately  formed  my 
command  and  moved  into  position  along  the  crest 
of  the  hills  stretching  from  Dr.  Reynolds's  house 
to  near  the  railroad  crossing,  and  occupied  the 
Bowling  Green  road  with  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers. Soon  afterwards,  I  pushed  forward 
about  one  hundred  riflemen  to  harass  the  enemy 
in  his  efforts  to  throw  a  bridge  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run. 
This  party  was  unable,  however,  to  effect  the  de- 
sired object,  in  consequence  of  the  ground  not 
affording  shelter  to  the  men  within  rifle  range  of 
the  river.  My  scouts  having  reported,  near  dark, 
that  the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
river  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run, 
and  in  my  front,  I  increased  my  force  in  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  and  threw  a  line  of  skirmish- 
ers to  the  front,  with  orders  to  the  commanding 
officer  to  hold  the  road.  The  enemy  commenced 
crossing  infantry  and-  artillery  at  dark,  and  con- 
tinued doing  so  throughout  the  night,  at  the  same 
time  deploying  to  their  left,  to  and  below  Mr. 
Arthur  Bernard's  house,  thereby  indicating  his 
intention  to  attack  our  right. 

During  the  night,  I  withdrew  the  force  from  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers 
back  to  the  road.  At  about  ten  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twelfth,  I  was  relieved  by  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division,  and,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  Lientenant-General  commanding,  re- 
lieved General  Pickett  on  my  left.  Discovering 
a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  deployed  along  the 
railroad,  I  detached  two  companies  from  Toombs's 
and  one  company  from  Law's  brigade,  and,  without 
loss  on  our  side,  drove  them  off,  killing  two  or 
three  men  and  five  horses.  About  dark,  General 
Pickett  reoccupied  his  original  position  ;  and,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant- 
General  commanding,  I  moved  my  command 
back  to  my  original  position,  with  orders  to  co- 
operate with  A.  P.  Hill's  or  any  other  troops  of 
General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps. 

On  the  thirteenth,  during  the  engagement  on 
the  right  of  our  line,  a  considerable  force  of  the 
enemy  defiled  from  the  right  bank  of  Deep  Run, 
and,  forming  line  of  battle,  advanced,  driving 
our  skirmishers  from  and  occupying  the  railroad. 
Two  of  Brigadier-General  Law's  regiments,  the 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina,  Colonel  A.  C.  God- 
win commanding,  and  Fifty -fourth  North  Carolina, 
Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  commanding,  were 
thrown  forward,  the  Fifty-seventh  leading,  and  in 
gallant  style  drove  the  enemy  from  the  position 
he  had  gained,  following  him  up  to  within  three 
hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and 
punishing  him  severely.  These  regiments,  with 
the  Fourth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  support,  held 
the  railroad  until  dark,  when  they  were  relieved 
by  other  troops  from  my  command,  who  retained 
possession  of  it  until  the  enemy  recrossed  the 
river,  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth. 
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As  usual,  Brigadier-General  Law  was  conspic- 
uous upon  the  field,  acting  with  great  gallantry, 
and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  whilst  per- 
sonally directing  the  movements  of  his  brigade. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  bearing  of  both  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment,  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin  commanding,  in 
their  charge  on  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
posted  in  the  strong  position  he  had  gained. 
Equal  praise  is  due  the  Fifty-fourth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  Colonel  J.  C.  McDowell  command- 
ing, for  their  able  support  of  the  Fifty-seventh, 
and  especially  for  their  display  of  discipline  in 
changing  front  under  fire,  to  cover  the  left  flank 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  from  the  fire  of  a  force  of 
the  enemy  occupying  Deep  Run,  below  the  rail- 
road, to  which  they  became  exposed  in  conse- 


quence of  their  pursuit  of  the  force  they  had 
dislodged.  Indeed,  I  cannot  in  justice  omit  to 
mention  the  bearing  and  morale  of  my  entire 
command  during  the  time  the  enemy  was  in  our 
front,  as  evidenced  by  their  earnest  desire  to  be 
led  to  battle  and  their  presence  at  all  times,  as, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  not  a  single  officer 
or  man  left  ranks  without  proper  authority. 

The  members  of  my  staff  were,  as  usual,  at 
their  posts,  a,nd  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty  devolving  upon  them.  Below  will  be 
found  a  summary  of  the  casualties  of  my  command. 

For  further  particulars,  attention  is  called  to 
accompanying  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

Major-General,  commanding 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  D.  H.  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  December  24, 1862. 
Captain  A.  8.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  around  Fredericksburg. 
On  the  third  December  my  division  was  sent  to 
Port  Royal,  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the  Yan- 
kees at  or  near  that  point.  Four  Yankee  gun- 
boats were  then  lying  opposite  the  town.  Rifle- 
pits  were  constructed  above  the  town  on  the 
night  of  the  fourth,  to  prevent  the  pirates  from 
ascending ;  and  Hardaway's  Whitworth  gun  was 
placed  on  Jack's  Hill,  some  three  miles  below  the 
town,  and  his  remaining  two  guns,  with  Carter's 
Parrott's,  were  placed  on  the  hill  due  west  of  the 
town.  Hardaway  opened  upon  the  gunboats 
about  three  o'clock,  on  the  fifth  instant.  Finding 
the  fire  too  hot  for  them,  they  fled  back  to  town, 
where  they  were  sheltered  from  Carter's  fire. 
Hardaway  continued  to  pelt  them ;  and,  to  stop 
his  fire,  (as  is  supposed,)  the  ruffians  commenced 
shelling  the  town,  full  of  women  and  children. 
The  town  was  partially  destroyed,  but  a  merciful 
God  kindly  protected  the  inoffensive  inhabitants. 
•  A  dog  was  killed  and  a  negro  wounded  ;  no  other 
living  being  was  injured.  Finding  that  Harda- 
way's fire  did  not  slacken,  the  pirates  fled  down 
the  river.  But  now  a  worse  fate  awaited  them 
than  a  distant  cannonade.  The  gallant  Major 
Pelham,  of  General  Stuart's  horse  artillery,  had 
a  section  of  artillery  immediately  on  the  bank  of 


the  river,  and  gave  them  a  parting  salute.  He 
was  greeted  with  grape  and  canister,  and  had  one 
man  killed.  There  were  no  casualties  at  my  bat- 
teries. From  Yankee  sources,  we  learned  that 
the  pirates  lost  six  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 
Whether  they  over-estimated  or  under-estimated 
their  loss,  I  do  not  know.  They  sometimes  lie  on 
one  side,  and  sometimes  on  another.  In  a  few 
days,  the  pirates  returned  as  high  as  Port  To- 
bago, with  five  more  of  their  thievish  consorts. 
Eleven  rifle  guns  of  Colonel  Browne's  reserve 
artillery  and  all  my  division  batteries  were  brought 
down  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  a  dense  fog, 
and,  when  it  lifted,  were  opened  upon  them. 
The  firing  was  bad,  except  from  the  Whitworth, 
and  it  soon  drove  them  under  cover  of  a  thick 
growth  of  woods,  where  they  lay  concealed.  We 
have  learned,  from  the  same  respectable  Yankee 
source,  that  three  of  the  pirates  were  struck,  one 
three  times,  and  that  a  captain  was  killed  and 
four  or  five  other  thieves  knocked  on  the  head. 
We  had  no  casualties.  Just  before  sundown,  on 
the  twelfth  instant,  I  received  an  order  to  march 
that  night  to  Fredericksburg,  as  the  Yankees 
were  expected  to  attack  General  Lee  the  next 
day.  A  portion  of  my  command  was  twenty-two 
miles  from  that  city,  and  the  most  of  them  from 
eighteen  to  twenty.  We  began  our  march  imme- 
diately, and  proceeded  until  We  were  stopped  by 
encountering  General  Early's  column,  some  three 
miles  from  Hamilton's  Crossing.  We  waited  until 
|  daylight,  and  then  followed  General  Early.  His 
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division  was  placed  in  the  second  line,  behind 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  my  division  in  the  third 
line,  behind  General  Early.  We  remained  in  that 
position  until  noon,  when  the  division  was  or- 
dered on  the  extreme  right  to  meet  a  flank  move- 
ment of  the  Yankees,  under  General  Doubleday. 
We  were,  however,  soon  ordered  back,  as  Double- 
day  did  not  advance,  and  our  front  line,  under 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  had  been  broken.  General 
Early  pushed  forward  and  recovered  the  lost 
ground,  and  my  division  took  Early's  position: 
My  division  artillery  and  the  reserve  artillery, 
under  Colonel  Brown,  (temporarily  under  my 
command,)  were  sent  forward  in  the  afternoon 
to  relieve  the  batteries  which  had  been  engaged 
in  the  morning.  The  relieving  batteries  have 
been  highly  commended  for  gallant  and  effective 
service.  Captains  Carter,  Hardaway,  Bondurant, 
Fry,  and  Page  were  conspicuous  here,  as  every- 
where, for  gallantry  and  alacrity  in  the  discharge 
of  duty.  Towards  sundown,  on  the  thirteenth, 
a  general  advance  of  our  lines  was  ordered,  pre- 
ceded by  artillery.  Artillery  officers  were  called 
for  to  volunteer  for  this  hazardous  duty.  Cap- 
tain Bondurant  and  Lieutenants  Pendleton  and 
Carter,  of  my  division,  volunteered  and  brought 
out  their  batteries.,  The  answering  reply  of  the 
Yankee  artillery  to  ours  was  so  rapid  and  constant 
that  the  advance  was  halted  before  our  columns 
emerged  from  the  woods  to  view. 

On  the  fourteenth  instant,  Generals  Early  and 
Taliaferro  occupied  the  front  line,  my  division 
the  second  line,  and  General  A.  P.  Hill  the  third. 
The  Yankees,  having  been  terribly  thrashed  the 
day  before,  were  quiescent  on  the  fourteenth. 
They  had  established  themselves  in  a  hedge-row, 
and  had  it  lined  with  artillery.  Hardaway  got 
a  position,  with  his  Whitworth  gun,  from  which 
he  could  enfilade  the  line.  He  drove  out  all  their 
batteries,  and  made  them  leave  at  a  gallop.  I 
think  that  his  gun  killed  the  Yankee  General 
Bayard,  as  no  other  of  our  guns  could  carry  so 
far  as  to  the  point  where  he  was  struck.  At 
Upperville,  on  November  second,  this  gun  put  to 
flight  two  Yankee  batteries,  and  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, at  the  distance  of  three  miles  and  a  half. 
Grimes's  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  right  of 
our  front  line  on  the  night  of  the  thirteenth,  and 
held  the  same  position  for  the  next  two  days. 
This  brigade  also  furnished  a  hundred  sharp- 
shooters to  support  Stuart,  and  these  were  con- 
stantly skirmishing  with  the  Yankees  during  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth.  Colonel  Estes,  with 
his  regiment,  Forty-fourth  Georgia,  Doles's  bri- 
gade, was  also  sent  to  support  Stuart  on  the 
night  of  the  thirteenth,  and  remained  with  him 
until  the  fifteenth.  These  advance  troops,  to- 
gether with  the  skirmishers  thrown  out  from  each 
brigade  when  on  the  advance  line,  were  the  only 
portions  of  my  division  actively  engaged  with 
the  Yankees.  My  division  relieved  Generals 
Early  and  Taliaferro  before  day  on  the  fifteenth, 
and  remained  all  day  in  the  advance.  Major 
Jones's  battalion,  of  my  division  artillery,  was 
placed  on  our  left  flank.  The  Yankees  were 
unusually  placid  on  the  fifteenth.  The  only  firing 


worthy  of  notice  was  from  some  dozen  or  twenty 
pieces  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  attempting 
to  dislodge  Hardaway  from  his  enfilading  posi- 
tion. He,  however,  lay  quietly  on  his  straw-rick, 
looking  at  them  with  his  glass,  and  only  firing 
when  he  could  make  his  shot  tell.  As  the  day 
of  the  fifteenth  wore  away  without  a  fight,  the 
division,  with  the  exception  of  the  advance  de- 
tachments, not  having  drawn  trigger,  applied  to 
Lieutenant-General  Jackson  to  remain  one  day 
longer  on  the  front  line.  This  request  was 
granted.  At  daylight,  our  pickets  were  thrown 
forward,  and  the  enemy  found  to  be  gone.  Burn- 
side  had  changed  his  base.  We  captured  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two  of  the  Yankee  pickets 
and  stragglers,  and  gathered  up  between  three 
and  four  thousand  excellent  rifles  and  muskets. 
I  regret  to  add  that,  although  none  of  my  troops 
drew  trigger,  with  the  exceptions  above  made,  we 
had  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  casualties  in 
the  division,  nearly  all  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  Yankees. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  my  staff  for  faithful 
and  efficient  services.  Major  J.  W.  Ratchford 
and  Major  Archer  Anderson,  Adjutant-General's 
staff ;  Major  Jones,  commanding  battalion  of 
artillery  ;  Captain  Carter,  Chief  of  Artillery  ; 
Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  Signal  Officer;  Lieu- 
tenant R.  H.  Morrison,  Aid-de-camp ;  Lieuten- 
ant E.  F.  Brevard,  Volunteer  Aid  ;  Lieutenants 
Harris  and  Estelle,  Ordnance  Officers  ;  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Chichester,  Engineer  Officer  ;  Sergeant 
Harmeling,  commanding  the  couriers,  —  all  ren- 
dered valuable  and  important  service. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  steadiness  of 
my  men  under  fire,  their  confidence  of  victory 
and  eagerness  to  lend  their  efforts  to  achieve  it, 
their  patient  endurance  of  a  fatiguing  march  the 
night  before  the  battle,  and  their  general  subor- 
dination and  good  conduct.  Under  tried  veter- 
ans as  brigade  commanders  —  Rodes,  Colquitt, 
Pierson,  Doles,  and  Grimes  —  I  feel  confident 
that  they  will  do  well  whenever  called  upon  to 
meet  the  infernal  Yankees.  In  no  battle  of  the 
war  has  the  signal  interposition  of  God  in  our 
favor  been  more  wonderfully  displayed  than  at 
Fredericksburg,  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped 
that  our  gratitude  will  correspond  in  some  de- 
gree with  His  favor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 


HEADQUARTERS  A.  P.  HILL'S  LIGHT  DIVISION, 
JACKSON'S  CORPS,  CAMP  NKAK 
FREDERICKSBURG,  January  l,  18G3. 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  Jackson's  Corps : 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing  report   of  the   part  taken   by  the  light 
division  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  : 

It  having  been  definitely  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in  large 
force,  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  December, 
I  was  directed  by  General  R.  E.  Lee,  subse- 
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quently  by  the  Lieutenant-General,  also,  to  move 
my  division  at  dawn,  on  the  twelfth,  and  relieve 
Major-General  Hood.  In  obedience  to  this  order, 
I  put  my  troops  in  position,  my  front  line  con- 
sisting of  two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough's  bri- 
gade, the  brigades  of  Generals  Archer,  Lane, 
and  Fender,  my  extreme  right  resting  upon  the 
road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the 
Port  Royal  road,  and  my  left  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  Deep  Creek.  Upon  the  hill  crown- 
ing the  right  of  my  line,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lindsay  Walker,  my  Chief  of  Artillery,  had  in 
position,  under  his  own  immediate  direction, 
fourteen  rifle  and  Napoleon  guns,  composed  of 
the  batteries  of  Pegram  and  Mclntosh,  with  sec- 
tions from  the  batteries  of  Crenshaw,  Latham, 
and  Johnson,  commanded  respectively  by  Lieu- 
tenants Ellett,  Potts,  and  Chitter.  The  batte- 
ries of  Captains  Davidson  and  Braxton  (the  latter 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Marye)  were  placed 
to  cover  my  left,  about  two  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Pender's  brigade. 

My  line  of  battle,  as  thus  formed,  was  fully 
one  mile  and  a  half  in  extent,  the  division  o£ 
Major-General  Hood  being  on  my  left.  Lane's 
brigade  was  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in 
advance  of  my  general  line,  the  timber,  in  the 
skirt  of  which  was  posted  his  brigade,  jutting 
out  into  the  low  grounds  some  distance  from  the 
main  body.  Along  the  military  road  —  a  new 
road  running  in  rear  of  my  front  line  from  right 
to  left,  cut  by  Major-General  Hood  —  were  post- 
ed my  reserves,  consisting  of  the  remainder 
of  Brockenbrough's  brigade,  Fortieth  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Virginia,  as  a  support  to  Walker's  batteries, 
Gregg's  brigade  crossing  the  interval  between 
Archer  and  Lane,  and  Thomas's  brigade  the  inter- 
val between  Lane  and  Pender.  The  division 
remained  as  thus  posted  during  Friday  and  Fri- 
day night  undisturbed,  except  by  the  shelling 
from  the  enemy's  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  directed  that  Braxton's  battery  and  two 
batteries  from  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro's  di- 
vision be  placed  in  advance  of  the  railroad,  and 
General  Lane  was  directed  to  support  them. 
Braxton's  battery  was  relieved  by  Larimer,  a 
young  veteran.  About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday 
morning,  the  lifting  of  the  fog  discovered  to  us 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  drawn  out  in  battle  array 
on  the  low  grounds  between  us  and  the  river, 
covering  the  whole  of  my  front,  and  extending 
far  to  the  left,  towards  Fredericksburg.  They 
were  deployed  in  three  lines,  with  heavy  reserves 
behind  the*  Port  Royal  road.  Soon  t'hcir  lines, 
accompanied  by  ten  batteries,  six  on  their  left 
and  four  on  the  right,  moved  forward  to  the 
attack.  They  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance, 
when,  Stuart's  horse  artillery  opening  on  them 
from  the  Port  Royal  road  and  enfilading  their 
lines,  the  advance  was  halted,  and  four  of  the 
batteries  gave  their  attention  for  an  hour  or  more 
to  Major  Pelham.  As  soon  as  Pelham  ceased 
his  fire,  all  their  batteries,  right  and  left,  opened 
a  terrific  fire  upon  the  positions  occupied  by  my 
batteries,  and  shelled  the  woods  promiscuously. 


There  being  no  reply  from  any  of  our  batteries, 
and  being  unable  to  elicit  any  discoveries  from 
this  sharp  practice,  continued  for  an  hour  or 
more,  the  advance  was  again  sounded,  and,  pre- 
ceded by  clouds  of  skirmishers,  the  right  gal- 
lantly essayed  another  attempt.  To  cover  this 
advance,  their  batteries  were  now  served  with 
redoubled  activity ;  and  now,  the  masses  of  in- 
fantry being  within  point  blank  range,  the  roar 
was  deepened  and  made  deadly  to  the  enemy  as 
shell  and  canister  from  our  long  silent,  but  now 
madly  aroused,  batteries  ploughed  through  their 
ranks.  The  enemy,  however,  continued  to  ad- 
vance, and  the  three  batteries  already  mentioned 
as  having  been  posted  in  advance  of  the  .railroad, 
were  compelled  to  retire,  their  withdrawal  being 
covered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill,  with  the 
Seventh  North  Carolina.  Lane's  brigade  was 
the  first  to  encounter  the  masses  of  the  enemy, 
who,  recoiling  somewhat  from  his  direct  front, 
shifted  their  main  attack  to  his  right,  endeavor- 
ing to  penetrate  through  the  interval  between 
Archer  and  himself.  The  attack  directly  in  front 
of  Archer  and  of  Walker's  guns  had  been  gal- 
lantly repulsed,  the.  enemy  finding  what  shelter 
they  could  along  the  railroad.  Concentrating 
their  columns  of  attack,  the  enemy  now  made  a 
bold  effort,  and,  pushing  onward,  turned  Lane's 
right,  although  obstinately  resisted  by  the  Twen- 
ty-eighth and  Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina  regi- 
ments. Colonel  Barber,  of  the  Thirty-seventh, 
finding  his  right  turned,  changed  front  with  his 
three  right  companies,  and  poured  in  a  destruc- 
tive fire.  These  two  regiments  continued  to  fight 
until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and  were 
then  quickly  and  steadily  retired  from  the  field, 
refilling  their  boxes  and  rejoining  their  brigade. 
The  three  remaining  regiments  of  Lane's  brigade 
(Seventh,  Eighteenth,  and  Thirty-third  North 
Carolina)  steadily  continued  to  battle  against 
overwhelming  numbers,  and  the  attack  was 
checked  by  well-directed  volleys  from  the  Thirty- 
third  regiment,  Colonel  A  very.  General  Thomas, 
responding  to  the  call  of  General  Lane,  rapidly 
threw  forward  his  brigade  of  Georgians,  by  the 
flank,  and  deploying  by  successive  formations, 
squarely  met  the  enemy,  charged  them,  and, 
joined  by  the  Seventh  and  part  of  the  Eighteenth 
North  Carolina,  drove  them  back,  with  tremen- 
dous loss,  to  their  original  position.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  main  column  of  attack  had  wedged 
in  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Lane,  encountered 
Archer's  left,  and,  attacked  in  flank  and  rear,  the 
Fourteenth  Tennessee  and  Nineteenth  Georgia 
were  compelled  to  give  back.  General  Archer, 
observing  the  threatening  condition  of  affairs  on 
his  left,  very  promptly  detached  the  Fifth  Ala- 
bama battalion,  holding  his  line  with  the  brave 
First  Tennessee,  under  the  gallant  Turney,  and 
this  movement,  rapidly  executed,  and  assisted  by 
two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough,  (Forty-seventh 
Virginia  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battalion,) 
was  attended  with  signal  success.  The  advan- 
cing columns  of  the  enemy  had  also  encountered 
an  obstacle  in  the  military  road  which  they  little 
expected  —  Gregg's  brigade  of  South  Carolinians 
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stood  in  the  way.  Taken  somewhat  by  surprise, 
Orr's  rifles  were  thrown  into  confusion,  mistaking 
the  advancing  enemy  for  our  own  troops  falling 
back.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Maxcy  Gregg  —  himself  fearful  of  harming 
our  friends  —  fell,  in  front  of  the  -rifles,  mortally 
wounded.  A  more  chivalrous  gentleman  and 
gallant  soldier  never  adorned  the  service  which 
he  so  loved.  One  company  of  the  rifles,  Lieu- 
tenant Charles,  and  the  four  remaining  regiments, 
the  First,  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth, 
stood  firm  as  on  parade.  Colonel  Hamilton, 
now  in  command  of  the  brigade,  threw  back  the 
right  wing  of  bis  regiment  and  opened  a  destruc- 
tive fire,  the  Twelfth  faced  about,  and  the  Thir- 
teenth and  Fourteenth,  under  the  direction  of  Col- 
onel McGowan,  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  changed 
front  forward,  and  stood  prepared  to  resist  any 
attempt  to  sweep  down  my  rear.  The  combat 
was  short,  sharp,  and  decisive.  The  rattling 
musketry  and  charging  yell  of  the.  Fifth  Alabama 
battalion,  the  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment, 
and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battalion,  and  the 
withering  fire  from  Hamilton's  regiment,  right  in 
their  faces,  was  more  than  Yankee  firmness  could 
stand.  In  addition  to  this,  that  gallant  old  war- 
rior, General  Early,  to  whom  I  had  sent,  request- 
ing that  he  would  move  down  to  my  support, 
came  crashing  through  the  woods  at  the  double- 
quick. 

The  enemy,  completely  broken,  fled  in  confu- 
sion. The  two  regiments  of  Brockenbrough's 
brigade,  Archer,  with  the  First  Tennessee  and 
Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Early's  troops, 
chased  them  across  the  railroad  and  back  to  their 
reserves.  In  this  backward  movement  of  theirs, 
my  artillery  again  inflicted  heavy  loss  upon  them. 
On  the  extreme  left  of  my  line,  held  by  the  North 
Carolina  brigade  of  General  Fender,  (Thirteenth, 
Sixteenth,  Twenty-second,  Thirty-fourth,  and  Thir- 
ty-eighth,) the  enemy  made  several  threatening 
attempts  to  advance,  but  were  invariably  repulsed 
by  the  well-directed  fixe  from  Davidson's  and  Lati- 
mer's  guns.  From  the  nature  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  Fender's  brigade,  and  the  entire 
absence  of  all  protection  against  artillery,  his 
brigade  received  the  greater  part  of  the  terrible 
fire  directed  at  Davidson  and  Latimer,  and  suf- 
fered severely.  General  Fender  was  himself 
wounded,  and  his-  Aid,  Lieutenant  Sheppard, 
killed,  whilst  gallantly  rallying  a  portion  of  the 
Eighteenth  regiment  of  Lane's  brigade.  During 
the  temporary  absence  of  General  Pender,  the 
command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel 
Scales,  of  the  Thirteenth.  The  two  batteries 
suffered  much  by  the  fire  of  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers. Colonel  Scales  directed  Major  Cole, 
of  the  Twenty-second  North  Carolina,  to  dislodge 
them,  which  was  handsomely  done.  The  Six- 
teenth, Colonel  McElroy,  which  had  been  thrown 
out  as  a  support  to  Latimer's  battery,  became 
pretty  hotly  engaged  with  a  brigade  of  the  enemy 
which  had  advanced  up  Deep  Run  under  cover, 
and,  assisted  by  two  North  Carolina  regiments 
of  Law's  brigade,  Hood's  division,  drove  them 
back.  The  enemy  having  thus  been  repulsed  at 


all  points,  my  brigades  remained  in  their  original 
positions,  save  General  Thomas's,  (Fourteenth, 
Thirty-fifth,  Forty-fifth,  and  Forty-ninth  Georgia,) 
which  was  not  recalled  from  the  position  it  had 
so  gallantly  won  in  the  front  line,  and  General 
Archer,  who,  being  out  of  ammunition,  was  re- 
lieved by  Colonel  Hoke,  of  Early's  division. 
About  dusk  I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General  to  advance  my  whole  line  and 
drive  the  enemy.  This  order  was,  however,  coun- 
termanded while  preparations  were  being  made 
to  carry  it  out.  During  the  night  my  division 
was  relieved  from  the  front  by  the  divisions  of 
Generals  Early  and  Taliaferro.  When  the  fight 
was  hottest,  General  Taliaferro  very  promptly 
responded  to  my  call,  and  moved  down  his  di- 
vision to  within'  easy  supporting  distance  of  my 
left.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant-General  to  -the 
admirable  manner  in  which  the  troops  of  this 
division  behaved  under  that  most  trying  of  all 
things  to  the  soldier,  viz.,  inaction  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery.  The  absence  of  all  straggling 
was  remarkable,  and  is  entitled  to  high  commen- 
dation. The  conscripts  showed  themselves  de- 
sirous of  being  thought  worthy  comrades  of  our 
veteran  soldiers.  In  this,  as  in  all  previous  bat- 
tles, my  thanks  are  eminently  due  to  the  brigade 
commanders  for  their  hearty  cooperation,  the 
coolness  and  skill  with  which  they  have  handled 
their  troops.  General  Pender,  though  wounded, 
resumed  the  command  of  his  brigade  as  soon  as 
his  wound  was  dressed. 

Amongst  the  field  officers  wounded  are  Colo- 
nels Turney,  Barber,  Purdie ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George,  First  Tennessee  ;  Majors  Vandegraff, 
Norton,  Lee,  Neill,  and  Buchanan.  The  three 
field  officers  and  senior  captain  (Turney)  of  the 
First  Tennessee  were  struck  down.  General  Pen- 
der mentions  especially  First  Lieutenant  S.  S. 
Kirkland  and  Mr.  John  Young,  Volunteer  Aid- 
de-camp.  General  Archer  was  efficiently  served 
by  Lieutenants  Lemmon  and  Thomas.  "General 
Lane  speaks  of  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hawks  and  Lieutenant  Lane,  A.  D.  C.  And 
General  Thomas,  that  when  all  did  so  well  he 
cannot  say  more.  Captain  Alexander  Haskell, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  to  the  lamented 
Gregg,  was  severely  wounded,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  field,  until,  fainting  from  exhaustion 
and  loss  of  blood,  he  was  carried  off.  Captain 
Alston,  of  the  First  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
also  deserves  special  mention;  he,  having  been 
severely  wounded,  after  being  dressed  at  the  hos- 
pital, returned  to  the  field  in  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  surgeon.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Chamberlaine, 
directed  the  fire  from  his  guns  with  admirable 
coolness  and  precision.  Pegram,  as  usual,  with 
Mclntosh  to  help  him,  managed  to  find  the  hot- 
test place,  though  perhaps  Davidson  might  have 
been  willing  to  exchange  positions  with  them. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  at  half  past 
three  o'clock  my  batteries  on  the  right,  except 
one  section  of  Pegram's,  were  relieved  by  the 
corps  of  Colonel  Brown. 
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The  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  Dr.  Powell, 
by  his  system,  and  order,  and  untiring  personal 
attention,  secured  more  comfort  to  the  wounded 
than  has  been  usual.  By  ten  o'clock  the  next 
day  his  hospital  had  been  cleared  of  all  those 
who  could  be  moved,  and,  with  their  wounds 
dressed,  were  on  their  way  to  Richmond.  He 
acknowledges  valuable  assistance  from  the  Rich- 
mond committee. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Major  Morgan,  as- 
sistant adjutant-general;  Captain  Wingall,  as- 
sistant adjutant  and  inspector-general ;  Captain 
Hill,  aid-de-camp ;  Major  Palmer,  First  Virginia 
regiment,  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  and 
Captain  Gordon,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  (whose 
horse  was  killed,)  were  active  and  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  Captain  Howard,  my 
engineer  officer,  was  particularly  efficient  in 
strengthening  my  lines.  Captain  Stanard,  ord- 
nance officer,  made  efficient  arrangements  for  the 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  fought  with  his  guns. 
Captain  Braxton,  though  sick,  appeared  on  the 
field.  Sergeant  Tucker,  chief  of  couriers,  was,  as 
usual,  always  by  my  side,  active  and  fearless. 

The  loss  in  the  light  division  is : 

Officers  —  killed,  sixteen ;  wounded,  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen.  Enlisted  men  —  killed,  two 
hundred  and  fifteen ;  wounded,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Missing  —  officers, 
eleven;  enlisted  men,  four  hundred  and  six. 
Total,  two  thousand  and  eighty-five. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  commanding  officers  of  brigades. 
lam,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Major-General,  commanding  Light  Division. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TALIAFER- 
RO,  COMMANDING  JACKSON'S  DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  JACKSON'S  DIVISION,      ) 
CAMP  NEAR  Moss  NECK,  December  24,  1862.  ] 

Captain  As  S.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  operations  of  this  division,  on  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  instants,  before  Freder- 
icksburg : 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  I  marched  from 
Guineas  Station  to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  at  which 
place  I  found  the  division  of  Major-General  A. 
P.  Hill  posted  in  order  of  battle  from  the  cross- 
ing, on  the  right,  to  Bernard's  quarters,  on  the 
left.  I  took  position  on  the  railroad,  to  his  right, 
but  was  subsequently  ordered  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  the  rear  of  the  left  of  his  line.  I  posted 
Paxton's  and  Starke's  brigades  in  rear  of  Gregg's 
and  Thomas's,  of  Hill's  division,  and  held  Talia- 
ferro's  and  Jones's  brigades  in  reserve.  In  the 
evening  I  ordered  Colonel  Warren,  commanding 
Taliaferro's  brigade,  to  the  rear  of  Hamilton's 
house,  to  support  the  artillery  posted  on  the  hill 
in  front.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Early's  division 
next  morning,  this  brigade  was  withdrawn,  and 
reoccupied  its  old  position.  General  Early's 


line  connected  with  mine  on  the  right.  My  artil- 
lery was  held  at  the  crossing  on  the  Mine  road, 
to  the  left  of  the  division.  I  reported  to  General 
A.  P.  Hill  my  dispositions  in  his  rear,  and  in- 
formed him  that  I  had  ordered  the  brigade  and 
battery  commanders  to  recognize  any  demands 
for  support,  if  pressing,  without  the  intervention 
of  immediate  superiors. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  the 
batteries  of  Captains  Wooding  and  Carpenter, 
the  latter  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McKendree, 
were  posted  in  the  field,  across  the  railroad,  to 
the  right  of  Bernard's  quarters,  and  the  Lee  bat- 
tery, Lieutenant  Statham,  and  two  pieces  of 
Lusk's  battery,  on  the  hill  to  the  left.  The  otner 
pieces  of  these  batteries  operated  on  the  extreme 
right. 

The  enemy  advanced  about  nine  o'clock,  when 
our  batteries  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  them, 
causing  them  to  waver  and  break ;  but  they  again 
advanced,  concentrating  so  heavy  a  fire  of  artil- 
lery upon  the  position  that  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  the  batteries  behind  the  railroad,  in  rear 
of  the  quarters,  after  two  hours'  action.  The  in- 
fantry of  the  division,  during  this  time,  were  sub- 
jected to  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  but  advanced 
to  the  military  road,  to  be  in  easy  support  of 
General  Hill's  line,  with  perfect  steadiness  and 
enthusiasm.  General  Paxton,  finding  that  our 
troops  were  giving  back  to  the  right  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  and  the  enemy  advancing  beyond  the 
front  line,  through  a  gap,  which  fronted  a  boggy 
wood,  supposed  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  enemy, 
moved  his  'brigade  to  the  right,  and  engaged, 
with  two  of  his  regiments,  the  enemy,  who  had 
penetrated  to  the  military  road,  but  who  were  re- 
tiring by  the  time  he  reached  that  point.  He 
then  pushed  forward  to  the  front,  and  occupied, 
for  the  rest  of  the  day,  the  front  line  at  that 
place.  The  other  brigades  were  held  in  position 
in  rear  of  the  military  road  until  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  when  I  relieved  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  troops  in  the  front ;„  .Starke's  brigade  re- 
lieving General  Tender's  on  the  left;  Jones's, 
Taliaferro's,  and  Paxton's  occupying  the  railroad, 
and  connecting  with  General  Early's  troops  on 
the  right.  At  daybreak  the  enemy  made  a  slight 
demonstration  on  my  left,  their  skirmishers  ad- 
vancing nearly  to  the  railroad  cut,  but  they  were 
instantly  driven  back.  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
change  the  position  of  Starke's  brigade,  which 
had  relieved  Pender's,  and  extend  my  left  on  the 
railroad.  This  was  ordered  and  accomplished; 
but  I  subsequently  withdrew  part  of  that  brigade, 
and  held  it  in  position  to  command  the  rising 
ground  near  Bernard's  quarters.  The  skirmish- 
ing, in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  was  quite  brisk 
and  animated  along  the  whole  line,  but  ceased 
about  midday.  I  had  given  positive  orders  to 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only  when  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  rendered 
it  necessary.  I  am  satisfied  the  men  fired  with 
deliberation  and  considerable  effect.  I  had  a 
battery  masked  behind  Bernard's  house,  and 
some  of  my  pieces  to  the  left  cooperated  with 
those  of  General  Hood. 
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At  five  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  fifteenth,  I  was  re- 
lieved by  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and  moved  my 
command  back  to  the  Mine  road. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  officers  and  men 
behaved  admirably,  displaying  coolness  and  cour- 
age under  fire,  and  changing  positions  without 
any  disorder  or  confusion. 

I  would  particularly  mention  Brigadier-Generals 
Jones  and  Paxton,  Colonel  Warren,  (Tenth  Vir- 
ginia,) commanding  Taliaferro's  brigade,  and  Col- 
onel Pendleton,  (Fifteenth  Louisiana,)  command- 
ing Starke's  brigade,  whose  reports  are  herewith 
forwarded,  and  who  make  especial  mention  of 
some  of  their  officers :  among  them  most  particu- 
larly is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner,  Fourth  Vir- 
ginia infantry,  who  was  severely  wounded. 

I  cannot  too  highly  mention  the  gallantry  of 
Captain  Brockenbrough,  chief  of  artillery,  and  of 
Captain  Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones,  Wood- 
ing's  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Lambie,  Carpenter's 
battery,  all  of  whom  were  severely  wounded ;  and 
of  Captain  Caskie,  Lieutenants  McKendree,  Hun- 
ton,  Statham,  Early,  and  Donald. 

It  is  with  great  pain  I  have  to  add  that  the 
division  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most 
gallant  officers  of  artillery,  Lieutenant  Barton, 
and  two  gallant  officers  of  the  Twenty-first  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  Captain  Ames  and  Lieutenant 
Swoop,  who  fell  nobly  discharging  their  duty. 

I  take  occasion,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge 
my  obligations  to  the  officers  of  my  staff,  Captain 
W.  T.  Taliaferro,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Captain  Moore,  inspector-general,  and  Major  T. 
S.  Taliaferro,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  to  call 
attention  to  the  excellent  arrangements  made  for 
the  comfort  of  the  wounded  by  Surgeon  Coleman, 
medical  director  of  division. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TALIAFEKRO, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Jackson's  Division. 

REPORT   OF   BRIGADIER-GENERAL  EARLY, 
COMMANDING  DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  EWELL'S  DIVISION,   ) 
December  27, 1862.         J 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  General  Second 

Corps  A.  N.  V.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  division  in 
the  action  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  near  Freder- 
icksburg : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Lieutenant- 
General,  commanding  the  Second  corps,  I  marched 
the  division,  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth  instant,  to 
the  vicinity  of  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Rich- 
mond, Fredericksburg,  and  Potomac  Railroad, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next  morn- 
ing, in  accordance  with  like  orders,  I  moved  to 
the  crossing,  and  posted  the  division  nearly  at 
right  angles  with  the  railroad,  along  the  direct 
road,  which  here  crosses  the  railroad,  with  my 
right  resting  on  the  latter,  so  as  to  support  the 
right  of  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 


which  occupied  the  front  line.  Hays's  brigade 
was  placed  on  the  right,  with  Trimble's  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  R.  F.  Hoke,  of  the 
Twenty-first  North  Carolina  regiment,  immediate- 
ly in  rear  of  it.  To  the  left  of  Hays's  was  Law- 
ton's  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  E.  N. 
Atkinson,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  regiment ; 
and  to  the  left  of  the  latter  was  my  own  brigade, 
under  command  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Walker,  of  the 
Thirteenth  Virginia,  regiment.  The  batteries  of 
the  division,  under  charge  of  Captain  J.  W.  Lati- 
mer,  who  was  detailed  to  act  as  chief  of  artillery 
for  the  occasion,  in  consequence  of  Captain  Wil- 
liam D.  Brown  (who  was  previously  acting  in 
that  capacity)  having  been  disabled  by  an  acci- 
dent, were  directed  to  be  parked,  under  cover,  in 
the  rear,  until  wanted.  As  the  division  moved 
into  position,  the  artillery  fire  commenced  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  though  not  at  first  directed 
towards  the  place  occupied  by  the  division.  After 
a  short  interval,  however,  shells  began  to  fall  in 
the  vicinity,  and  for  two  or  three  hours  the  divis- 
ion was  exposed  to  quite  a  severe  cannonade,  and 
suffered,  to  some  extent,  from  the  shells  and  other 
missiles  which  passed  through  the  woods  in  front. 
About  or  a  little  after  noon,  the  infantry  fire 
having  commenced  in  front,  and  becoming  quite 
animated,  a  messenger  from  Brigadier-General 
Archer,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  came  to 
the  rear,  stating  that  General  Archer  was  pressed 
and  wished  reinforcements.  Just  at  this  moment 
I  received  an  order  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  the  corps,  through  one  of  his  staff 
officers,  to  hold  my  division  in  readiness  to  move 
to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  as  the  enemy  was 
making  a  demonstration  in  that  direction.  This 
caused  me  to  hesitate  a  moment  about  sending  a 
brigade  forward ;  but  I  directed  Colonel  Atkinson 
to  get  ready  to  advance  with  his  brigade,  and  the 
order  had  hardly  been  given  before  an  officer  of 
artillery  came  galloping  to  the  rear  with  the  in- 
formation that  an  interval  (an  awful  gulf,  as  he 
designated  it)  had  been  left  in  our  front  line  on 
the  left  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  through 
which  the  enemy  were  penetrating  with  a  heavy 
column,  thus  endangering  Archer's  brigade  and 
all  our  batteries  on  the  right.  I  immediately 
ordered  Colonel  Atkinson  to  move  forward  with 
his  brigade,  (Lawton's,)  as  I  was  informed  the 
interval  was  in  front  of  it.  This  order  was 
promptly  complied  with,  and  the  brigade,  with 
the  exception  of  one  regiment,  (the  Thirteenth 
Georgia,)  moved  forward  in  fine  style,  and,  in  a 
few  minutes,  encountered  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
on  the  hill  immediately  in  rear  of  a  point  at 
which  the  railroad  passes  through  a  small  neck 
of  swampy  woods,  which  position  he  had  reached 
almost  without  opposition,  thus  greatly  endanger- 
ing our  right,  as,  in  a  few  minutes,  Archer's  and 
Field's  brigades,  with  our  batteries  on  the  right, 
would  have  been  surrounded,  and  the  enemy  have 
obtained  a  lodgment  from  which  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  drive  him.  Lawton's  brigade, 
without  hesitating,  at  once  dashed  upon  the 
enemy  with  the  cheering  peculiar  to  the  Confed- 
erate soldier,  and  which  is  neveV  mistaken  for 
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the  studied  hurrahs  of  the  Yankees,  and  drove 
the  column  opposed  to  it  down  the  hill,  across 
the  railroad  and  out  into  the  open  plain,  advan- 
cing so  far  and  with  such  ardor  as  to  cause  one 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  be  abandoned.  This 
brigade  was,  however,  compelled  to  fall  back 
from  this  point  by  the  approach  of  a  large  column 
on  its  right  flank,  which  proved  to  be  Birney's 
division  of  Stoneman's  corps  and  Hooker's  grand 
division.  In  a  very  few  moments  after  ordering 
the  advance  of  Lawton's  brigade,  I  also  ordered 
Colonel  Walker  forward  with  my  own  brigade,  as 
I  was  informed  Lawton's  brigade  would  not  cover 
the  interval  in  the  line.  This  order  was  executed 
in  double-quick  time,  and  Walker  encountered 
the  enemy  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  place 
at  which  Lawton's  brigade  encountered  one  col- 
umn, another  having  turned  General  Lane's  right 
flank,  and  his  brigade  having  given  way  in  con- 
sequence. This  column  was  quickly  driven  out 
of  the  woods  by  Walker,  across  the  railroad,  and 
into  the  plain  beyond ;  but,  perceiving  still  another 
column  crossing  the  railroad  to  his  left  and  enter- 
ing the  woods,  he  withdrew  the  brigade  back  to 
the  railroad,  and  took  position  on  it,  detaching, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrill,  to  attack 
the  last-named  column  of  the  enemy  on  the  flank. 
About  the  same  time  General  Thomas,  of  Gen- 
eral A.  P.  Hill's  division,  with  his  brigade,  at- 
tacked this  column  in  front,  and,  under  the  two 
fires,  it  was  driven  back,  with  considerable 
slaughter.  As  soon  as  Lawton's  and  my  own 
brigades  were  ordered  forward,  I  directed  Colonel 
Hoke  to  move  with  his  brigade  (Trimble's)  to  the 
left  of  Hays's,  on  the  same  line ;  but  he  had  hardly 
got  into  position  before  I  received  information 
that  Archer's  brigade  was  giving  way,  and  I  or- 
dered Hoke  to  advance  to  his  support,  obliquing 
to  the  right.  This  was  done  in  gallant  style,  and 
Hoke  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
trench  which  had  been  occupied  by  General 
Archer's  brigade,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  in 
the  woods  in  rear  of  it.  Hoke  attacked  the 
enemy  vigorously,  and  drove  him  from  the  woods 
and  trench  to  the  railroad  in  front,  in  which  there 
were  reserves.  He  followed  up  his  attack,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  railroad,  which  was  a 
strong  position,  some  distance  in  front,  capturing 
a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  and  after- 
wards securing  several  hundred  stands  of  arms. 
He  advanced  his  brigade  to  a  fence  some  distance 
in  front  of  the  railroad ;  but  perceiving  his  danger 
of  being  flanked  by  the  enemy,  who  had  brought 
up  large  fresh  columns,  I  sent  an  order  to  him  to 
fall  back  to  the  original  line,  which  order,  how- 
ever, he  anticipated  by  retiring  in  good  order, 
leaving  two  regiments  and  a  battalion  on  the 
railroad,  and  occupying  the  trench  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill  with  the  two  other  regiments  and  the 
Thirteenth  Georgia  regiment,  which  latter,  having 
failed  to  accompany  its  brigade  on  account  of  a 
misapprehension  of  its  Colonel,  had  been  ordered 
forward  with  Hoke's  brigade,  and  got  up  in  time 
to  occupy  the  trench,  but  not  to  participate  in  the 
charge. 


Just  as  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Hoke  forward,  I 
received  a  message  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  to  advance  to  the  front  with  the  whole 
division ;  and  I  thereupon  ordered  General  Hays 
to  advance  in  rear  of  Colonel  Hoke  with  his  bri- 
gade, which  movement  was  promptly  executed ; 
the  enemy,  who  had  discontinued  his  artillery  fire 
while  his 'infantry  was  advancing  on  the  hill,  hav- 
ing reopened  his  batteries,  so  that  this  brigade 
was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  while  advancing. 

This  brigade  did  not  engage  in  the  infantry 
fight,  because,  by  the  time  it  reached  the  front 
line,  the  enemy  had  been  effectually  repulsed. 
The  movements  of  the  three  brigades  which  were 
engaged  are  necessarily  described  separately,  be- 
cause they  engaged  three  separate  bodies  of  the 
enemy.  They  were,  however,  moved  forward  in 
rapid  succession  in  the  order  stated,  and  were,  in 
fact,  all  engaged  at  the  same  time,  though  com- 
mencing their  several  engagements  at  different 
times  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  advanced. 
The  railroad  makes  a  circle  in  passing  from  the 
right  of  our  position  around  to  the  left,  so  that 
Lawton's  brigade,  in  passing  to  the  front,  with 
Walker's  and  Hoke's  respectively  on  the  left  and 
right  of  it,  was  thrown  into  the  apex  of  an  angle, 
and  having  the  start  of  them  both,  it  was  neces- 
sarily thrown  farther  forward  than  either  of  the 
others  when  it  crossed  the  railroad  and  advanced 
into  the  plain.  This  exposed  its  flanks ;  and 
hence  it  was  that  this  brigade  was  compelled  to 
fall  back,  as  before  stated,  which,  however,  it  did 
not  do  until  its  commander,  Colonel  Atkinson, 
and  Captain  E.  P.  Lawton,  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  were  both  disabled  by  wounds,  and  its 
ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted.  See- 
ing this  brigade  falling  back,  1  halted  it  on  the. 
hill  in  the  woods  immediately  in  rear  of  the  place 
at  which  it  had  first  met  the  enemy,  and  caused 
it  to  be  reformed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
C.  A.  Evans,  of  the  Thirty-first  Georgia  regiment, 
and,  fearing  that  the  enemy  might  follow  through 
the  same  interval  with  a  fresh  column,  I  sent  to 
General  D.  H.  Hill  for  reinforcements,  and  he 
sent  two  brigades  forward.  Before,  however,  they 
arrived,  Brigadier-General  Paxton,  of  General 
Taliaferro's  division,  had  filled  the  interval  left 
open  by  the  falling  back  of  this  brigade,  by 
promptly  moving  his  own  brigade  into  it.  I  then 
sent  Lawton's  brigade  to  the  rear  to  replenish  its 
ammunition.  Being  posted  at  first  in  the  second 
line,  I  did  not  have  any  immediate  use  for  the 
batteries  of  the  division,  and  therefore,  after  pla- 
cing them  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Latimer, 
as  stated,  I  requested  Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief 
of  artillery  for  the  corps,  to  make  such  use  of 
them  as  the  emergencies  of  the  day  might  require. 
In  a  short  time  he  detached  two  batteries  to  a 
position  on  the  left  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  line ; 
these  were  Captain  Latimer's  own  battery  and 
Captain  Brown's  battery,  both  being  under  charge 
of  Captain  Latimer,  who  accompanied  them. 
These  batteries  did  not  operate  in  my  view,  but  I 
am  informed  that  they  did  excellent  service,  Cap- 
tain Latimer  having  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
canister  after  a  regiment  of  infantry  sent  to  sup- 
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port  him  had  retired.  Captain  D'Aquin's  and 
Captain  Garber's  batteries  were  also  detached  to 
the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  placed  under  charge 
of  General  Stuart's  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Pel- 
ham,  and  likewise  did  excellent  service,  as  I  am 
informed.  Late  in  the  evening,  Captain  Carring- 
ton,  with  his  battery,  relieved  the  two  which  had 
been  sent  to  the  left,  under  Captain  Latimer,  and 
next  morning  did  good  service. 

On  the  next  day,  Captain  Dement,  with  his 
battery,  was  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  on  the 
right  occupied  by  the  batteries  the  day  before, 
but  did  not  become  engaged. 

About  sundown  on  the  thirteenth,  I  saw  Gen- 
eral D.  H.  Hill's  division  moving  to  the  front, 
and  was  informed  by  one  of  his  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals that  the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  advance, 
and  that  his  division  was  ordered  to  follow.  This 
was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  it,  as  no  such 
order  had  been  given  me.  In  a  few  moments, 
however,  Lieutenant  Morrison,  aid-de-camp,  rode 
up  and  informed  me  that  General  Jackson's  or- 
ders were  that  I  should  hold  myself  in  readiness 
to  advance ;  and  immediately  afterwards  one  of  my 
own  staff  officers  rode  up,  and  stated  that  General 
Jackson  wished  me  to  take  command  of  the  whole 
troops  on  the  right  and  advance,  regulating  the 
distance  by  the  effect  produced  on  the  enemy  by 
.our  artillery.  This  was  rather  embarrassing  to 
me,  as  my  brigade  had  become  separated  in  the 
positions  assumed  by  them  after  repulsing  the 
enemy,  and  a  part  of  the  troops  on  the  right  con- 
sisted of  parts  of  two  brigades  of  Major-General 
A.  P.  Hill's  division.  I  rode  immediately  to 
where  Colonel  Hoke  was  posted,  and  met  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself,  from  whom  I  received  the 
order  in  person  to  advance,  supporting  the  artil- 
lery which  he  was  about,  sending  forward.  I  gave 
the  order  to  Colonel  Hoke  and  General  Hays  ac- 
cordingly, and  some  pieces  of  artillery  having 
been  advanced  a  short  distance  to  the  front, 
Colonel  Hoke  advanced  with  a  part  of  his  com- 
mand to  the  railroad,  a  portion  being  already 
there.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  a  terrible 
artillery  fire,  and",  it  becoming  quite  dark,  our 
own  artillery  was  withdrawn  and  the  movement 
countermanded.  In  a  short  time  afterwards,  I 
received  notice  from  General  Jackson,  through 
one  of  my  staff  officers,  that  as  soon  as  General 
A.  P.  Hill's  troops  took  position  in  front,  I  would 
move  my  own  back  and  make  them  comfortable, 
getting  provisions  for  them.  No  troops,  however, 
of  General  Hill,  came  to  relieve  me,  and  Walker, 
Hoke,  and  Hays,  with  their  brigades,  remained 
during  the  night  in  the  same  positions  in  which 
they  were  at  the  close  of  the  fight.  During  the 
night,  I  received  an  order,  through  Lieutenant 
Smith,  aid-de-camp,  directing  that  General  Talia- 
ferro  would  relieve  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division 
on  the  front  line,  beginning  on  the  left  and  re- 
lieving to  the  extent  of  his  troops,  and  that  I 
would  supply  the  deficiency.  I  was  already  oc- 
cupying the  front  line  with  three  brigades. 

Early  next  morning,  Walker  was  relieved  by 
General  Paxton's  brigade,  and  I  then  placed  Hays's 
brigade  in  the  position  which  Paxton  had  left, 


and  placed  one  regiment  in  front  on  the  railroad, 
so  as  to  make  a  continuous  line  on  that  road. 
Hoke  was  left  in  the  same  position ;  Lawton's 
brigade  was  place'd  on  the  right  of  Hoke,  and 
Walker  was  moved  to  the  right  and  placed  in  the 
rear  of  Hoke's  and  Lawton's  brigades,  so  as  to 
support  either  of  them  in  case  of  need,  or  be 
thrown  upon  the  right  flank,  as  occasion  might 
require. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  division 
was  relieved  by  the  division  of  General  D.  H.  Hill 
and  moved  to  the  rear,  in  reserve,  there  having 
been  no  renewal  of  the  enemy's  attack  on  the 
fourteenth.  Having  received  orders  to  occupy 
the  second  line  on  the  sixteenth,  as  I  was  pro- 
ceeding to  do  so,  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Royal,  and  moved  accordingly. 

I  cannot  too  warmly  express  my  admiration  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  of  this  division  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  absence  of  straggling  or  skulk- 
ing, to  any  considerable  extent,  was  a  gratify- 
ing fact.  Officers  and  men  generally  behaved 
admirably.  To  Brigadier- General  Hays  and 
Colonels  Walker,  Atkinson,  and  Hoke  credit  is 
due  for  having  promptly  obeyed  my  orders  and 
managed  their  respective  commands  with  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  intelligence  ;  and  the  same 
meed  of  praise  is  due  Colonel  Evans,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  Lawton's  brigade  after 
Colonel  Atkinson  was  wounded.  Captain  E.  P. 
Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  Lawton's 
brigade,  displayed  great  courage  and  energy,  and 
I  call  especial  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Colonel 
Evans  in  regard  to  him.  I  regret  very  much  that 
Captain  Lawton  was  so  seriously  wounded  in  the 
advanced  position  to  which  his  brigade  went  as 
not  to  be  in  a  condition  to  be  brought  off  when 
the  brigade  retired,  and  he  consequently  fell  into 
*he  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  did  also  Colonel  At- 
kinson. It  will  be  observed  that  Lawton's  bri- 
gade was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  but  in  doing  so  it 
lost  no  credit,  for  it  was  impossible  for  this  bri- 
gade to  withstand  the  heavy  column  brought 
against  it. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  M.  Jones,  inspector- 
general,  Major  S.  Hale,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  H.  Hea- 
ton,  volunteer  aids,  and  Captain  L.  Marye,  of  the 
artillery,  and  Captain  William  F.  Randolph,  of 
Ewell's  body-guard,  all  of  whom  accompanied  me 
on  the  field,  credit  is  due  for  the  coolness,  cour- 
age, and  intelligence  with  which  they  lent  me  their 
aid  and  bore  my  orders.  To  Captain  Latimer  is 
due  the  credit  of  having  performed  all  the  duties 
of  his  position  efficiently  and  intelligently,  and 
of  having  displayed  great  gallantry  under  fire. 
This  young  officer  is  one  of  great  promise,  and 
deserves  promotion.  The  failure  to  mention 
other  officers  is  not  intended  to  exclude  them 
from  the  commendation  bestowed  on  those  men- 
tioned ;  but  it  is  impracticable  to  mention  all  that 
are  deserving  of  praise.  I  feel  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  state  that  to  Brigadier-General  Archer,  of 
General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  is  due  the  credit  of 
having  held  the  enemy  in  check  with  a  small  por- 
tion of  his  men,  after  his  flank  and  rear  had  been 


112 


REBELLION    RECORD,   1862-64. 


gained,  until  reinforcements  arrived,  and  that, 
with  what  of  his  brigade  was  left,  he  accompanied 
Colonel  Hoke  in  his  charge  across  the  railroad. 
But  for  the  gallant  stand  made  by  General  Ar- 
cher, the  enemy  would  have  gained  an  advantage 
which  it  would  have  required  a  greater  sacrifice 
of  life  to  wrest  from  him  than  was  made.  The 
reports  of  brigade  commanders,  and  also  of  Cap- 
tain Latimer,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  are  here- 
with submitted.  A  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  has  been  heretofore  forwarded,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  killed  was  one 
hundred  and  two ;  total  wounded,  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-six ;  total  missing,  one  hundred  and 
five.  Most  of  the  wounded  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  about  fifty  of  the  missing,  being  en- 
tirely from  Lawton's  brigade,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  greater  part  being,  in  all  proba- 
bility, wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Division. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GENERAL  PENDLETON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  COUPS  A.  N.  V., ) 

CAMP  NEAR  CHESTERFIELD  STATION, 
R.  &  F.  R.  R.,  CAROLINE  Co.,  VA.,  March  12, 1863. ) 

General  It.  E.  Lee,  commanding : 

GENERAL  :  Constant  pressure  of  duty  since  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  prevented  an  earlier 
report  of  the  part  which  then  devolved  upon  the 
reserve  artillery,  and  upon  the  undersigned  as  its 
commander  and  as  supervisor  of  the  artillery  ser- 
vice in  this  army.  Such  report  the  undersigned 
has  now  the  honor  to  submit,  as  proper  in  itself, 
and  as  part  of  the  history  of  important  transac- 
tions. While  the  army  remained  in  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  after  returning  from  Maryland', 
the  undersigned  was  diligently  engaged  in  reor- 
ganizing the  artillery  and  in  directing  adequate 
forage  arrangements.  On  November  first,  with 
the  reserve  artillery  and  ordnance  trains,  he  took 
up  the  line  of  march  for  Culpeper  Court-house, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth  encamped  near 
that  place.  On  the  fourteenth,  at  the  request  of 
the  commanding  General,  he  sent  Lane's  battery 
to  cooperate  with  General  Stuart  in  an  attack 
upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  near  Warrenton 
Springs.  And  on  the  seventeenth,  the  same  bat- 
tery of  superior  guns  was  despatched,  as  re- 
quested, towards  Fredericksburg,  to  cooperate 
under  direction  of  General  McLaws.  On  the 
nineteenth,  orders  to  that  effect  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  undersigned  marched,  with  the  reserve 
artillery  and  ordnance  train,  towards  Fredericks- 
burg, taking  a  circuitous  route,  (south-easterly,)  for 
the  sake  of  forage.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty-third, 
he  arrived  with  the  trains,  reported  at  general 
headquarters,  and  located  camps  as  directed. 
The  next  morning,  as  requested  by  the  command- 
ing General,  he  proceeded  to  the  front  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  and  examining  the  ground,  with  a  view  to 
the  best  positions  for  works  and  batteries.  The 
enemy  was  conspicuously  in  force,  and  often 


within  easy  range  from  above  Falmouth  to  a 
point  a  mile  or  more  below  Fredericksburg.  They 
had  batteries  in  position,  and  were,  in  a  few 
places,  beginning  earthworks.  On  our  own  line 
a  few  hurried  works  were  in  progress.  Lane's 
battery  was  already  well  posted  on  the  heights 
overhanging  the  river-bend  above  Falmouth,  and 
forming  our  extreme  left.  Epaulements  had  been 
thrown  up,  but  they  needed  much  additional 
work.  Lewis's  and  Grandy's  batteries,  recently 
called  from  Richmond  to  aid  in  repelling  the 
enemy,  were  also  in  position  on  the  lower  pla- 
teau, about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  Lane,  and 
nearer  the  town.  Those  needed  for  their  protec- 
tion much  additional  labor.  These  observations, 
and  a  cursory  survey  of  the  general  line  between 
the  river  above  Falmouth  and  the  Telegraph  road 
—  in  company  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown, 
then  on  duty  with  the  undersigned ;  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Alexander,  whose  encampment  was 
visited,  and  with  Captain  Johnston,  engineer,  met 
with  on  the  field  —  occupied  the  entire  day,  the 
distance  being  considerable,  and  the  points  of  im- 
portance numerous.  The  next  day,  November 
twenty-fifth,  after  detailing  Captain  Ross  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  battery  to  a  point  on  the  river 
three  or  four  miles  below,  to  be  indicated  by  a 
member  of  the  commanding  General's  staff, 
where  gunboats  might  be  effectually  repelled,  the 
undersigned  again  visited  the  front,  to  study  the 
ground  with  reference  alike  to  its  own  features 
and  to  the  apparent  designs  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  evening,  he  also  visited  the  admirable  position 
on  the  river  bank  selected  for  Ross's  battery. 
Major  Nelson  and  the  captains  of  the  reserve 
batteries  were  next  requested  to  accompany  the 
undersigned  along  the  line,  that  they  also  might 
become  familiar  with  routes  and  positions.  On 
the  twenty-eighth,  the  commanding  General  hav- 
ing requested  that  another  rifle  battery  should  be 
placed  eight  or  ten  miles  lower  down  the  river, 
towards  repelling  gunboats,  the  undersigned  took 
Captain  Milledge's  battery  of  light  rifles  to  a 
commanding  bluff  just  below  Skinker's  mill. 
Here  the  battery  was  left,  with  one  of  General 
Stuart's,  under  charge  of  Major  Pelham,  with 
whom,  moving  from  point  to  point  as  gunboats 
threatened,  it  remained  more  than  ten  days.  On 
the  twenty-ninth,  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  Ells's 
battery,  near  Richmond,  reported  the  arrival  of 
men  and  horses  with  two  thirty-pounder  Parrott 
guns,  which,  on  recommendation  of  the  under- 
signed, the  commanding  General  had  ordered 
up  to  the  lines.  Measures  were  promptly  taken 
to  have  them  tested,  and  to  fit  them  in  all  re- 
spects for  service.  December  first,  the  under- 
signed was  diligently  engaged  in  examining  again 
the  whole  line  with  reference  to  the  best  positions 
for  these  two  large  guns,  facility  of  ingress  and 
egress  being  important  for  them,  as  well  as  ex- 
tensive command  of  the  field.  The  points  selected 
were  reported  to  the  commanding  General,  with 
reasons  for  the  choice,  and,  on  his  approval,  the 
sites  were  next  day  pointed  out,  working  parties 
engaged,  clearings  commenced,  &c.  The  work 
on  the  right  and  back  of  Mr.  Howison's  house 
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was  directed,  with  his  accustomed  intelligence 
and  energy,  by  the  since  lamented  General  Thom- 
as R.  R.  Cobb  ;  that  on  the  eminence  farther  to  the 
left,  and  near  the  telegraph  road,  was  staked  off 
and  directed  by  the  undersigned.  This  point, 
densely  wooded  when  first  chosen,  became  the 
most  important,  perhaps,  in  the  entire  scene,  as 
the  position  affording  the  best  view  of  all  the 
field,  and  therefore  principally  occupied  by  the 
commanding  General  and  other  chief  officers 
during  the  battle.  In  such  duties,  and  in  desig- 
nating with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander,  acting 
chief  of  artillery  First  corps,  the  various  batteries 
to  occupy  assigned  positions,  the  undersigned 
was  engaged  till  the  evening  of  December  eleventh. 
This  evening  Major  Nelson,  who  had  closely  re- 
connoitred during  the  day,  reported  to  him  in- 
dications of  an  approaching  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  He  also  received  a  reliable 
intimation  of  intelligence,  said  to  have  been  sent 
to  General  Stuart  by  a  friend  across  the  river, 
that  the  enemy  had  orders  to  prepare  rations  and 
move  at  dawn  next  morning.  On  the  twelfth, 
therefore,  signal  guns  just  before  dawn  were  only 
what  the  undersigned  anticipated.  A  few  minutes 
after  them  he  sent  one  aid  to  the  front  for  infor- 
mation, and  another  to  the  commanding  General 
to  ask  if  the  large  Parrotts  should  not  at  once  be 
taken  into  position  —  the  possibility  of  their  be- 
ing needed  elsewhere  having  caused  this  to  be 
delayed.  It  being  now  approved,  they  were,  as 
early  in  the  day  as  practicable,  taken  to  the  works 
prepared  for  them.  A  dense  fog  more  than  half 
the  day  concealed  the  enemy,  and  rendered  active 
operations  nearly  impossible.  The  morning  was 
therefore  employed  by  us  in  preparation,  adjust- 
ing batteries  in  position,  &c.  Later  in  the  day, 
as  the  atmosphere  cleared  up,  it  was  known  that 
the  enemy  had  completed  a  bridge  across  the 
river  near  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  Near  that 
run,  in  the  river  road  —  suggested  a  judicious 
staff'  officer,  who  had  some  days  before  ridden  over 
the"  ground  —  good  positions  might  be  chosen, 
which  ought  now  to  be  occupied  by  several  bat- 
teries. To  test  this  the  undersigned  proceeded 
to  the  place,  accompanied  by  Majors  Nelson  and 
Garnett.  The  locality  was  within  easy  range  of 
the  bridge,  and  was  of  course  more  or  less  under 
fire  from  the  enemy's  lines  across  the  river.  Ex- 
amination soon  satisfied  the  undersigned  that  the 
position  was  unsuitable,  because  effectually  com- 
manded by  the  enemy's  heavy  guns,  and  because 
much  too  far  in  advance  of  the  supporting  infan- 
try line.  In  this  view  the  two  attending  officers 
fully  concurred ;  and  when  the  case  was  submitted 
to  the  commanding  General,  his  judgment  sanc- 
tioned the  conclusion  reached.  While  on  this 
tour  the  undersigned,  satisfied  that  under  existing 
circumstances  it  ought  to  be  done,  sent  an  Aid  to 
recall  Captain  Ross  with  his  battery  from  the  post 
on  the  river,  which  he  had  so  long  and  laborious- 
ly held,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that 
this  only  anticipated  a  direction  to  the  precise 
effect  from  the  commanding  General.  The  four 
long-range  guns  of  this  battery  were  assigned 
position,  under  Major  Garnett,  on  the  heights 
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near  the  right  of  McLaws's  division.  Saturday, 
thirteenth,  heavy  firing  began  early ;  and  Patter- 
son's six-pounder  battery,  with  Ross's  short-range, 
section,  having  been  assigned,  under  Major  T: 
Jefferson  Page,  to  General  Hood's  front,  the  un- 
dersigned hastened  with  Kirkpatrick's  and  Mas- 
sie's  batteries,  under  Major  Nelson,  to  the  heights 
near  the  Telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's 
Hill,  with  the  view  to  sweeping  that  plateau  in 
case  it  should  be  ultimately  gained  by  the  enemy. 
The  two  large  guns  were  then  visited  by  him, 
that  on  the  right  having  been  committed  to  the 
direction  of  Captain  Barnwell,  that  on  the  left  to 
the  command  of  Captain  G.  W.  Nelson.  Direc- 
tions being  left  for  the  management  of  these,  he 
proceeded  to  the  other  batteries  along  the  heights, 
and  attended  to  the  best  adjustment  of  all  the 
guns. 

These  duties  having  been  discharged,  and  the 
furious  fire  of  the  enemy  observed  for  some  time, 
as  well  as  the  fog  would  permit,  from  the  site  of 
the  left-hand  large  gun,  the  undersigned  rode  to 
the  left  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing whether  Lane's  heavy  guns  were  likely  to  be 
of  more  service  there  or  elsewhere.  Under  cover 
of  the  fog,  he  was  enabled  to  pass  near  the  works 
on  Marye's  Hill,  occupied  by  the  Louisiana  Wash- 
ington artillery,  and  those  farther  to  the  left, 
occupied  by  Maurin's  and  other  batteries,  so  as 
to  observe  that  all  were  ready.  Captain  Rhett's 
battery  of  heavy  guns  was  visited,  posted  on  the 
heights  back  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  near  the  plank 
road,  for  the  purpose,  also,  of  sweeping  that 
plateau,  if  possibly  gained  by  the  enemy.  Thence 
passing  on  towards  the  left,  the  undersigned  ob- 
served the  several  batteries  of  Alexander's  bat- 
talion and  some  of  those  with  Anderson's  division, 
a  portion  in  position  behind  epaulements.  others 
in  reserve  under  cover  of  the  hills.  By  the  time 
we  reached  Lane's  battery,  on  the  left,  distant 
objects  could  be  distinguished.  And  from  the 
concentration  of  fire  there,  as  well  as  from  the 
character  of  the  ground  and  the  apparent  disposi- 
tions of  the  enemy,  it  seemed  clear  to  Colonel 
Alexander,  who  rode  thither  with  the  under- 
signed, and  to  himself,  that  those  guns  ought  not 
then  to  be  removed  from  a  point  of  such  impor- 
tance. Contingent  provision  was,  however,  made 
for  supplying,  by  pieces  of  less  power,  the  places 
of  the  Whitworth  and  larger  rifles,  in  case  greater 
need  for  these  elsewhere  should  occur.  The  fog 
was  now  disappearing,  and  the  firing  becoming 
severe  all  along  the  line,  so  that  shells  were  pass- 
ing and  exploding  in  considerable  numbers  about 
the  undersigned  and  certain  members  of  his  staff 
on  the  route  returning  to  the  central  point  of 
observation.  Here  he  remained  until  some  time 
after  dark,  watching  the  struggle  near  and  re- 
mote, occasionally  directing  the  fire  of  the  large 
gun,  and  from  time  to  time  receiving  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General  concerning  move- 
ments of  batteries  and  other  arrangements.  This 
large  Parrott  having  been  used  some  hours  with 
terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy,  especially  when, 
driven  back  by  an  intolerable  fire  from  Marye's 
Hill,  they  crowded  into  the  deep  railroad  cut, 
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which  it  enfiladed,  burst  about  the  thirty-ninth 
discharge.  Although  many  persons  were  stand- 
ing near,  among  them  the  commanding  General 
and  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  and,  perhaps 
within  ten  feet,  the  undersigned,  by  a  remarkable 

Srovidence,  the  explosion  was  entirely  harmless, 
ot  a  single  individual  received  from  it  so  much 
as  a  scratch.  A  small  Parrott  was  immediately 
substituted,  and  orders  were  sent  by  an  Aid  for 
Lane's  Whitworth  to  be  removed  to  this  point  as 
speedily  as  possible.  But  before  it  arrived  dark- 
ness had  closed  upon  the  scene  ;  the  enemy's  last 
feeble  attempt,  made  after  dark,  had  failed,  and 
the  tumult  of  battle  settled  into  the  stillness  of 
death. 

Although  the  enemy  had  been  thus  far  success- 
fully repelled,  alike  on  the  right  and  left,  it  was 
confidently  expected  that  a  more  serious  attack 
would  be  made  next  morning ;  accordingly, 
measures  were  taken  to  meet  it  effectually.  On 
request  from  General  Jackson  for  additional  guns 
to  strengthen  his  extreme  right,  Milledge's  bat- 
tery of  light  rifles,  which  had  that  evening  ar- 
rived from  below,  was  ordered  to  report  at  dawn 
next  morning  to  Major  Pelham,  who  had  charge 
of  one  or  two  batteries  on  the  right.  And  at  the 
request  of  General  McLaws,  who  wished  to  detect 
and  frustrate  any  effort  of  working  parties  of  the 
enemy  near  our  lines  next  the  town,  the  under- 
signed caused  to  be  prepared  at  the  ordnance 
workshop,  and  conducted  to  the  batteries  on 
Marye's  Hill,  some  incendiary  shells,  to  be  used, 
if  found  necessary,  in  firing  certain  buildings 
suitably  situated  so  as  to  illuminate  the  scene 
and  reveal  any  works  in  course  of  construction. 
This  /proved  superfluous.  Nothing  being  at- 
tempted by  the  enemy,  the  shells  were  not  used. 
These  duties  necessarily  occupied  the  undersigned 
till  late,  and  required  the  active  services  of  mem- 
bers of  his  staff  during  most  of  the  night. 

Sunday  morning,  the  fourteenth,  the  decisive 
battle  was  expected.  Accordingly,  at  an  early  hour 
the  front  was  sought  by  the  undersigned,  as  by 
others.  The  same  dense  fog  prevailed  as  on  pre- 
vious mornings.  The  enemy,  having  been  so  de- 
structively repelled  from  Marye's  Hill  on  the  day 
before,  would  not  again  essay  that  point,  it  was 
supposed,  but  concentrate  upon  the  centre  and 
right.  And  more  effectually  to  frustrate  anything 
like  an  attempt  by  surprise,  under  cover  of  the 
fog,  to  carry  the  heights  occupied  by  the  Whit- 
worth  and  the  remaining  large  Parrott,  the  short- 
range  guns  of  Major  Nelson's  battalion  were 
adjusted  to  sweep  the  approaches  to  those  heights, 
and  officers  and  men  were  kept  on  the  alert  at 
all  the  batteries.  Nothing,  however,  occurred, 
except  desultory  firing.  As  the  fog  cleared  up, 
the  enemy  appeared  in  full  array  along  and  near 
the  river  road,  but  comparatively  inactive,  as  if, 
in  some  sort,  respecting  the  Christian  Sabbath. 
To  watch  their  movements  and  counteract  them 
by  occasional  shots,  &c.,  was  the  course  adopted 
on  our  part.  As  the  day  progressed,  circumstan- 
ces seemed  to  indicate  a  purpose  by  the  enemy  to 
throw  a  heavy  force  against  and  beyond  our  right 
flank,  and  the  more  adequately  to  meet  the  re- 


quest of  General  Jackson  the  day  before  for 
stronger  artillery  there,  the  undersigned  obtained 
the  commanding  General's  sanction  to  the  trans- 
fer of  Lane's  battery,  save  the  Whitworth,  from 
the  extreme  left  to  the  extreme  right.  It  was 
accordingly  sent  for,  and  marched  several  miles 
of  the  distance  that  night.  On  Monday,  the  fif- 
teenth, the  undersigned,  supposing  the  still  ex- 
pected attack  would  be  mainly  directed  against 
our  right,  proceeded  thither  for  the  purpose  of 
posting  Lane's  battery  and  rendering  other  ser- 
vice. Having  traversed  the  entire  front  between 
the  left  and  right  of  General  Jackson's  corps, 
without  meeting  that  commander,  who  had  rid- 
den, he  was  told,  with  the  commanding  General, 
the  undersigned  consulted  other  Generals  there 
in  command  respecting  positions  to  be  occupied 
—  especially  General  Stuart,  whom  he  met  at 
the  defences  on  the  hill  near  where  the  railroad 
emerges  from  the  wood  about  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing. Having  thus  learned  the  localities  in  that 
quarter,  he  rode  with  Major  Pelham  and  Captain 
Lane  to  select  the  best  positions  for  Lane's  guns. 

Thus  the  morning  passed,  and  the  expected 
advance  of  the  enemy  remained  unattempted. 
There  was  no  serious  movement,  nor  anything 
except  distant  and  desultory  firing.  Nothing 
being  likely  to  transpire,  and  all  arrangements 
being  made,  the  undersigned  returned  to  the 
centre,  and  learned  that  the  other  large  Parrott 
had  burst  at  about  the  fifty-fourth  discharge, 
providentially,  again,  doing  no  damage. 

On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth,  calling  early  at 
general  headquarters,  the  undersigned  learned 
that  information  had  been  brought  of  some  mys- 
terious movement  of  the  enemy,  and,  hastening 
to  the  front,  he  saw,  with  astonishment,  their 
immense  trains  and  vast  masses  collected  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Under  cover  of  night, 
the  monstrous  assailing  host  had  stolen  away  to 
escape  destruction.  Nothing  remained  but  to 
watch  the  discomfited  multitude,  and  disturb 
their  movements  by  an  occasional  shot  from  a 
long-range  gun.  A  few  of  their  most  powerful 
pieces  responded  from  time  to  time  with  shells 
well-directed  towards  our  post  of  observation, 
but  doing  no  harm  whatever. 

The  contest  was  over,  and  the  campaign  vir- 
tually closed.  In  the  eventful  conflict  thus  ter- 
minated all  the  batteries  of  the  general  reserve,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  two  army  corps,  were  posted 
on  the  lines,  and  though  not  called,  by  the  ene- 
my's mode  of  attack,  to  bear  the  brunt  of  close 
and  concentrated  action,  they  were  all  more  or 
less,  and  some  quite  severely,  under  fire.  Lane's 
and  Ross's,  as  of  the  best  guns,  were  most  in 
requisition,  and  rendered  most  service.  Mil- 
ledge's  were  useful  on  the  river,  and  with  Major 
Pelham  in  his  successful  dash  upon  the  enemy 
when  menacing  our  right  flank.  Patterson's, 
with  a  section  of  Ross's,  under  Major  T.  Jeffer- 
son Page,  shared  the  defence  of  General  Hood's 
front.  And  Kirkpatrick's  and  Massie's,  under 
Major  Nelson,  rendered  more  secure  the  defences 
of  Marye's  Hill  and  the  heights  occupied  by  the 
large  guns,  and  received  a  full  share  of  the  mis- 
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siles  hurled  at  the  latter.     No  serious  casualty 
was  experienced  among  them. 

Officers  and  men  all  behaved  well,  and  were 
ready,  promptly  and  patiently,  to  discharge  what- 
ever duty  might  be  presented.  Captains  Nelson 
and  Barnwell,  and,  under  them,  the  two  lieuten- 
ants and  the  men  of  Ells's  battery,  at  the  large 
Parrotts,  well  performed  their  part.  And  the 
several  members  of  my  staff  are  entitled  to  hon- 
orable mention  for  the  zeal,  energy,  and  fortitude 
with  which  they  passed  through  much  danger, 
and  performed,  by  night  and  by  day.  much  labor. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  record, 
as  right  and  proper,  an  expression  of  gratitude 
for  the  divine  guidance  and  guardianship  under 
which  these  duties  were  discharged,  and  espe- 
cially that  so  much  was  achieved  by  the  army 
and  its  leaders,  with  so  little  to  regret,  and  a  loss 
so  much  less  than  usual  to  lament.  He  has  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 

Brigadier-General  ami  Chief  of  Artillery. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  WILCOX. 

HEADQUARTERS  WlLCOX'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  24,  1SG2.      \ 

Major  Thomas   S.  Mitts,   Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

SIR  :  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  brief  report 
of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  battle  at 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  thirteenth  instant : 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  division  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  twenty-third  ultimo, 
the  brigade  has  been  on  the  left  of  the  division, 
and  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  And  from  that 
time  till  within  a  few  days  of  the  battle  nothing 
of  interest  occurred,  my  command  being  occu- 
pied only  in  constructing,  in  part,  one  or  two 
batteries  on  our  front,  and  picketing  on  the  canal 
in  front  of  the  house  of  Dr.  Taylor,  arid  thence 
on  the  Rappahannock  above,  some  three  fourths 
of  a  mile.  The  enemy's  camps  were  visible  on 
the  far  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  upon  our  arri- 
val, and  increased  perceptibly  for  several  days 
afterwards. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  enemy  were  seen  to 
be  engaged  in  constructing  batteries  at  various 
points  on  the  heights  beyond  the  river,  and  imme- 
diately on  its  banks ;  new  batteries  daily  appeared, 
till  at  length  extending  from  a  point  a  mile  above 
Falmouth,  at  convenient  intervals,  they  reached 
Fredericksburg,  and  thence  even  down  the  river 
some  three  or  four  miles.  On  a  great  part  of  this 
line  there  were  two  tiers  of  batteries,  one  on  the 
first  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  other  on  heights 
commanding  a  level  plateau  in  rear  of  this  bank. 
Most  of  the  guns  of  these  various  batteries  could 
be  made  to  bear  both  upon  the  city  of  Freder- 
icksburg and  on  our  batteries  that  crowned  the 
heights  on  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  The 
lines  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  following  the  in- 
flections of  the  river,  enabled  them  to  dispose 
of  their  pieces  so  as  to  enfilade  most  of  the 
streets  of  the  town ;  even  those  at  right  angles 
were  alike  exposed. 


The  two  armies  continued  thus  confronting 
each  other  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river, 
each  constructing  batteries,  and  the  hostile  pick- 
ets in  full  view  and  in  close  proximity ;  the  bat- 
teries scarcely  fired  a  gun,  and  the  pickets,  by 
mutual  and  tacit  understanding,  refrained  en- 
tirely from  the  use  of  their  rifles.  This  condi- 
tion of  affairs  continued  from  day  to  day,  till  at 
length  each  party,  perhaps,  became  impatient 
from  delay  and  eager  for  the  fray. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  nothing  unusual 
appeared  upon  my  part  of  the  line ;  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  our  own  were  as  inactive  as  before  ; 
the  pickets  were  neither  stronger  nor  weaker; 
the  day  passed  off  quietly,  and  at  dark  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate,  to  the  closest  observer  on  my 
front,  that  the  enemy  was  preparing  for  or  medi- 
tating an  attack.  Nothing  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night  to  give  warning  of  the  intended 
attack;  but,  about  half  past  four  A.  M.  oursignal 
guns  were  fired,  upon  hearing  which,  all  were 
aroused  and  the  command  placed  under  arms. 
Little  before  the  dawn  of  day  musketry  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  and  in  Fredericksburg, 
and,  after  that,  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
began.  Repairing  to  the  front  of  my  line  of 
pickets  before  it  was  clear  day,  I  learned  that 
there  was  none  of  the  enemy's  infantry  anywhere 
visible. 

The  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  fire  with 
much  spirit,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  entirely 
concentrated  upon  the*  town  of  Fredericksburg. 
Many  women  and  children,  in  great  fright,  with 
husbands  and  servants,  were  fleeing  from  their 
homes  at  this  early  hour  to  escape  the  enemy's 
terrible  shells  and  cannon  balls.  Soon  after  it 
was  clear  daylight,  I  moved  my  brigade  up  to  the 
front,  and  formed  it  in  line  of  battle,  under  cover 
of  the  forest,  and  near  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
fronting  the  river  and  the  town,  my  left  resting 
upon  the  river,  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to 
the  left  of  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  and  then  extend- 
ing to  the  right  across  the  road,  on  the  right  of 
Dr.  Taylor's,  leading  into  town,  and  thence  along 
the  base  of  the  hill  upon  which  Lane's  battery, 
to  the  rear,  was  placed,  crossed  a  deep  ravine, 
and  then  bearing  slightly  to  the  rear  of  the 
Whitworth  gun  of  Lane's  battery,  and  then  cross- 
ing another  ravine,  reached  to  Huger's  battery, 
the  right  of  my  line.  Four  regiments  occupied 
this  line,  and  the  fifth  was  held  in  rear  of  the 
centre  of  this  line. 

General  Wright's  brigade  was  on  my  right 
flank ;  the  battery  of  Captain  Lewis,  attached  to 
the  brigade,  was  in  position  on  a  hill  opposite  to 
the  ford  between  Falmouth  and  Fredericksburg. 

The  brigade  remained  all  day  quiet  spectators 
of  the  enemy's  fiendish  and  furious  bombardment 
of  Fredericksburg ;  many  shots  and  shells  were 
thrown  into  the  woods  occupied  by  my  men,  in- 
flicting but  a  trifling  loss,  killing  one  and  wound- 
ing two  men  of  the  Eleventh  Alabama  regiment. 

In  the  afternoon  it  was  known  that  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  his  efforts  to  throw  pontoon 
bridges  over  the  river,  and  that,  both  in  the  town 
and  below,  several  bridges  were  being  used  by 
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them  for  crossing  over  the  troops.  Late  in  the 
evening,  Captain  Lewis,  seeing  a  column  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  advancing  to  cross  the  upper 
pontoon  bridge,  gave  the  order  to  his  battery  to 
fire  upon  them.  This  was  instantly  done,  and 
with  such  effect  as  to  drive  over  half  of  it  back 
under  cover  of  some  houses.  Later  in  the  even- 
ing, the  battery  again  fired  upon  artillery  and 
cavalry  that  were  in  sight,  and  soon  drove  them 
off  and  out  of  view.  This  battery  had  orders  to 
waste  no  ammunition,  and  to  fire  only  when  dam- 
age could  be  inflicted  upon  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  slept  under  arms  in  line  of  battle,  strong 
pickets  being  thrown  to  the  front.  The  artillery- 
men remained  with  their  guns. 

During  Friday,  the  twelfth,  the  brigade  re- 
mained under  arms  and  in  position  ;  shot  and 
shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries  fell  at  times  near 
them,  but  without  inflicting  any  loss.  Lewis's 
battery,  at  various  times  during  the  day,  fired  at 
the  enemy's  batteries  while  crossing  the  river. 
About  three  P.  M.,  a  column  of  infantry  (one  bri- 
gade) came  in  sight ;  shot  and  shell  were  thrown 
upon  the  head  of  this  column,  causing  much  con- 
fusion in  their  ranks,  and  forcing  them  to  change 
their  course,  and  take  shelter  behind  houses. 
Later  in  the  day,  the  battery  fired  upon  cavalry 
crossing  the  ford ;  in  each  case  damage  was  done 
the  enemy,  as  his  ambulances  were  seen  to  leave 
the  field  with  wounded. 

Again  all  slept  under  arms,  (the  night  of  the 
twelfth,)  with  strong  pickets  in  our  front. 

The  early  morn  of  the  thirteenth  was  dark,  and 
much  obscured  by  a  dense  fog ;  at  length,  the 
rising  sun  dissipating  the  mist,  about  eight  A.  M. 
musketry  was  heard  on  our  right ;  this  fire 
quickened,  and  artillery  was  also  heard  in  the 
same  direction.  The  rapidity  and  quantity  of  the 
musketry  fire  indicated  that  a  general  action  had 
begun.  The  firing,  at  length,  began  to  approach 
nearer  us,  the  right  of  our  left  wing  had  become 
engaged,  and  the  firing  still  continued,  extending 
towards  our  left,  reaching  as  far  as  its  centre, 
and  here  it  remained  for  a  long  time,  approaching 
no  nearer  our  position.  The  firing  had  now  be- 
come general ;  musketry,  artillery,  and  the  burst- 
ing of  shells  are  heard,  varying  at  times  in  quan- 
tity and  rapidity,  but  without  any  entire  cessation 
till  dark ;  at  times  it  would  appear  to  be  more  in- 
tense far  to  our  right,  and  then,  again,  the  centre 
and  the  left  centre  would  seem  to  be  the  point 
where  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  heaviest 
forces  and  making  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to 
force  our  line.  More  artillery  appeared  to  be 
used  on  this  day  then  I  had  ever  known  before ; 
frequently,  during  the  continuance  of  this  battle, 
I  counted  as  many  as  fifty  shots  per  minute. 

During  this  long  and  intensely  exciting  day 
my  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle,  ready  to 
meet  any  advance  of  the  enemy,  or  to  hasten  to 
any  point  of  the  line  that  might  need  support. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Lewis  lost  no  oppor- 
tunity of  firing  upon  the  enemy's  infantry  and 
cavalry  when  in  easy  range ;  in  all,  it  fired  four 
hundred  rounds. 

The  brigade  lost,  to-day,  one  killed  and  eight 


wounded  —  Lewis's  battery  one   killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Although  the  brigade  lost  but  few  men  by  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  none  by  the  musket,  it 
would  seem  to  be  almost  incredible  that  the  loss 
should  have  been  so  inconsiderable  ;  for,  from  a 
point  near  a  mile  above  Falmouth,  on  a  command- 
ing height,  there  was  a  six  gun  battery  of  rifle 
pieces  that  enfiladed  my  line  lower ;  down  and 
nearer,  on  the  slope  of  this  hill,  was  a  second 
battery,  that  had  the  same  fire  upon  them  ;  and 
yet  nearer,  and  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  to  the  right  of  the  two  batteries  above 
referred  to,  was  another ;  and  then  again,  on  a 
very  commanding  hill,  in  rear  of  Falmouth,  near 
the  house  of  Miss  Scott,  was  a  battery  of  more 
than  twenty  pieces  that  bore  upon  us,  and  these 
of  the  heaviest  rifle  pieces  ;  and  down  the  river 
were  one  or  two  other  batteries  that  could  throw 
shot  and  shell  far  beyond  our  line  ;  in  these  bat- 
teries there  could  not  have  been  less  than  fifty 
pieces  that  bore  upon  us. 

The  night  of  the  thirteenth  we  were  under 
arms,  like  the  two  previous  nights,  strong  pickets 
being  in  our  front.  During  the  night,  our  pickets 
were  heard  to  fire  frequently  in  the  direction  of 
Freclericksburg. 

The  morning  of  the  fourteenth  was  foggy,  and, 
when  it  had  been  scattered  by  the  rising  sun,  nothing 
was  seen  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  save  his  dis- 
tant line  of  cavalry  videttes,  as  usual.  The  four- 
teenth passed  off  quietly,  some  few  artillery  shots 
during  the  day,  and  at  intervals  a  little  firing  be- 
tween the  pickets.  The  night  of  the  fourteenth 
and  the  day  of  the  fifteenth  passed  off  with  little 
or  no  firing.  The  night  of  the  fifteenth  was  dark, 
windy,  and  rainy,  and  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth foggy ;  when  the  fog  disappeared  it  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the 
river,  nothing  remaining  on  this  side  but  a  few 
of  the  wounded,  the  unburied  dead,  and  a  few  of 
the  infantry  pickets,  whom  they  had  failed  to  re- 
lieve ;  these  delivered  themselves  up  to  my  com- 
mand as  prisoners. 

My  command  now  returned  to  their  camp,  hav- 
ing been  under  arms  since  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh.  The  lists  of  casualties  having  been 
previously  forwarded,  it  will  suffice  in  this  report 
to  state  that  the  loss  in  my  command  was  fifteen 
killed  and  wounded ;  of  this  number  three  were 
killed. 

I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILCOX, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding,  &c. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GEN.  FEATHERSTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  FEATHKRSTON'S  BRIGADE,  J 
December  22,  18G2.      \ 

Thomas  S.  Mills,  Major  and  A.  A.  General : 
MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit  the 

following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 

in  the  battle  before  Freclericksburg : 

About   five   o'clock   A.  M.,    on   Thursday,   the 

eleventh  instant,  at  the  firing  of  the  signal  guns, 
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my  brigade  was  formed,  and  marched  rapidly  from 
its  encampment  to  the  line  of  battle  previously 
designated  for  Major-General  Anderson's  division, 
in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Fredericksburg.  My 
brigade  formed  the  right  of  Anderson's  division, 
and  was  posted  on  Thursday  morning  between 
the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run,  in  front  of ^  the 
town,  and  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  Washing- 
ton artillery.  Here  we  remained  during  that  day 
and  night,  protected  from  the  artillery  fire  of  the 
enemy  by  a  continuous  range  of  hills  in  our  front. 
On  Friday  morning,  my  brigade  was  moved  to 
the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  our  first  position, 
between  the  plank  road  and  Hazel  Run,  occupied 
by  General  Ransom's  division. 

"  During  Friday  and  Friday  night,  we  remained 
in  position  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  about 
the  same  distance  in  rear  of  our  batteries,  where 
we  were  protected,  by  the  same  continuous  range 
of  hills,  from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire.  About 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Saturday,  we  were  ordered 
to  advance  in  line  of  battle  farther  to  the  front, 
and  halted  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
our  batteries,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  ex- 
tending our  line  of  battle  up  the  river,  in  the 
direction  of  the  Taylor  house.  Here  we  remained 
during  the  day,  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  con- 
verging fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  immedi- 
ately in  our  front,  and  extending  up  the  river  to 
our  left.  JVIy  men  were  kept  lying  down  during 
the  day  in  an  old  road,  protecting  them  as  much 
as  possible.  The  enemy's  batteries  immediately 
in  front  were  numerous  and  skilfully  served. 
Their  batteries  on  our  left  completely  enfiladed 
our  position,  which  they  did  not  fail  to  see,  and 
of  which  they  took  every  advantage  to  avail 
themselves.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
could  not  have  been  more  rapid  or  galling  on  any 
part  of  the  line  than  that  which  was  brought  to 
bear  on  our  position  on  Saturday.  The  right  of 
my  brigade  was  also  within  range  of  the  fire  of 
the  enemy's  small  arms.  My  orders  were  to  hold 
this  position  in  support  of  the  batteries  imme- 
diately in  my  front,  and  to  advance  to  the  bat- 
teries when  the  enemy  advanced  with  small  arms 
immediately  in  my  front.  There  was  no  consid- 
erable advance  of  the  enemy's  small  arms  in  our 
immediate  front  during  the  entire  engagement. 
We  remained  in  this  position  Saturday  night, 
Sunday,  and  Sunday  night,  Monday,  and  Monday 
night.  At  a  late  hour  on  Sunday  night,  I  was 
advised  by  General  Ransom  that  one  of  his  bri- 
gades would  be  withdrawn  and  sent  across  Hazel 
Run,  down  the  river,  by  order  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Longstreet.  I  then  threw  forward  to  the 
rock  fence,  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road,  the 
Sixteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  and  five  com- 
panies of  the  Forty- sixth  Mississippi  regiment, 
(formerly  the  second  battalion,)  to  fill  the  place 
vacated  by  some  of  the  troops  withdrawn,  and  to 
form  a  continuous  line  of  battle.  These  troops, 
to  wit,  the  Sixteenth  Mississippi  and  five  com- 
panies of  the  Forty-sixth  Mississippi,  Sunday 
night,  Monday,  and  Monday  night,  remained  in 
that  position,  declining  on  Monday  night  to  be 
relieved  by  other  regiments  of  my  brigade. 


On  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  fact  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  recrossed  the  river, 
the  troops  were  withdrawn,  except  the  Twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  which  was  left  on  picket  in 
front.  During  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  the 
casualties  in  my  brigade  were  forty-two  killed 
and  wounded,  and  one  on  Monday.  Among  the 
number  I  regret  to  enumerate  the  loss  of  two 
valuable  officers,  Major  Lee,  of  the  Forty-sixth, 
and  Captain  Fulkinson,  of  the  Sixteenth  regi- 
ments, both  seriously,  but,  it  is  believed,  not 
dangerously  wounded.  The  small  list  of  casual- 
ties, under  so  heavy  a  converging  fire  from  the 
enemy's  numerous  "batteries,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for,  under  Providence,  by  the  fact  that 
the  men  were  kept  lying  down  closely  on  the 
ground,  taking  advantage  of  every  hill  and  crest 
as  a  protection.  A  full  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  has  already  been  transmitted  to  your 
headquarters.  During  the  entire  engagement  of 
five  days  and  nights,  both  officers  and  men  mani- 
fested great  patience  and  endurance,  under  the 
hardships  and  privations,  and  were  eager  to  the 
last  for  a  continuance  of  the  fight. 

The  officers  of  the  medical,  commissary,  and 
quartermaster's  departments  were  prompt  and 
efficient  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their  several 
departments.  In  the  absence  of  my  regular  staff 
officers,  Captain  W.  R.  Barksdale,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, and  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Parker,  aid- 
de-camp,  (both  absent  on  sick  leave,)  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  my  volunteer  aids,  Captain 
C.  H.  Featherston  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Graves,  who 
attended  me  during  the  entire  engagement,  and 
who  were  ever  ready,  prompt  and  efficient  in  the 
execution  of  all  orders,  upon  every  part  of  the 
field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  FEATHERSTON, 
Brigadier- General,  commanding1. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  KERSHAW. 

HEADQUARTERS  KERSHAW'S  BRIGADE,  ) 

CAMP  NEAR  FRKDERIOKSBURG,  > 

December  20,  1862.     ) 

To  Major  J.  M.   Ooggin,  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  re- 
cent engagement : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  by 
daylight,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  position  assigned  me,  the  right  resting  at 
the  left  of  Howison's  Hill,  and  the  left  near  How- 
ison's  Hill,  on  Hazel  Run.  Ordered,  during  the 
day,  to  reenforce  the  picket  of  General  Barksdale 
at  Deep  Run,  the  Fifteenth  regiment  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers  (Colonel  De  Saussure)  was  sent, 
but  found  the  bridge  at  that  point  already  com- 
pleted and  perfectly  commanded  by  all  the  bat- 
teries on  the  other  side.  This  regiment  remained 
on  picket  until  withdrawn  to  its  former  position, 
by  order  of  the  Major-General  commanding,  on 
Friday  morning,  after  a  night  of  such  intense  cold 
as  to  cause  the  death  of  one  man,  and  disable, 
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temporarily,  others.  With  this  exception,  the 
troops  were  kept  in  position,  strengthening  our 
defences  nightly,  without  any  incident  requiring 
notice,  until  Saturday,  the  thirteenth.  About  one 
o'clock  of  that  day,  I  was  directed  to  send  two 
regiments  into  the  city  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb,  then  engaged  with  part  of  his  brigade  at 
the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  having  called  for 
reinforcements,  I  sent  forward,  at  once,  Colonel 
John  D.  Kennedy,  with  his  own  (Second  regi- 
ment) and  the  Eighth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  Colonel  E.  T.  Stackhouse  command- 
ing. Within  a  few  minutes  after,  I  was  directed 
to  take  my  entire  command  to  the  same  point, 
and  assume  command  there.  I  had  just  moved 
when  I  was  informed  that  General  Cobb  was 
wounded,  and  was  directed  by  Major-General 
McLaws  to  hasten  forward  in  person  immediately 
and  take  command.  Leaving  my  staif  to  conduct 
the  troops,  I  proceeded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
the  scene  of  action,  reaching  the  position  at 
Stevens's  house  at  the  moment  that  Colonel 
Kennedy  arrived  with  the  Second  and  Eighth 
regiments,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  fresh  assault  of 
the  enemy.  The  position  was  excellent.  Marye's 
Hill,  covered  with  our  batteries,  then  occupied 
by  the  Washington  artillery,  Colonel  Walton  com- 
manding, falls  off  abruptly  towards  Fredericks- 
burg  to  a  stone  wall,  which  forms  a  terrace  on 
the  side  of  the  hill,  and  the  outer  margin  of  the 
Telegraph  road,  which  winds  along  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  The  road  is  about  some  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  and  is  faced  by  a  stone  wall,  about  four  feet 
high,  on  the  city  side.  The  road  having  been 
cut  out  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  (in  many  places,) 
this  last  wall  is  not  visible  above  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  ground  falls  off  rapidly  to  al- 
most a  level  surface,  which  extends  about  a  hun- 
dred and'  fifty  yards ;  then,  with  another  abrupt 
fall  of  a  few  feet,  to  another  plain,  which  extends 
some  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  falls  off 
abruptly  into  a  wide  ravine,  which  extends  along 
the  whole  front  of  the  city,  and  discharges  into 
Hazel  Run.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  Cobb's 
brigade,  Colonel  McMillan  commanding,  occupied 
our  entire  front,  and  my  troops  could  only  get 
into  position  by  doubling  on  them.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  and  the  formation  along  most 
of  the  line,  during  the  engagement,  was  conse- 
quently four  deep.  As  an  evidence  of  the  cool- 
ness of  the  command,  I  may  mention  here,  that, 
notwithstanding  that  their  fire  was  the  most 
rapid  and  continuous  I  have  ever  witnessed,  not 
a  man  was  injured  by  the  fire  of  his  comrades. 
The  first  attack  being  repelled  at  a  quarter  to 
three  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  Third  regiment,  Colonel 
J.  D.-  Nance,  and  Seventh,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bland,  came  into  position  on  the  hill  at  Marye's 
house,  with  Colonel  De  Saussure's  Fifteenth  regi- 
ment South  Carolina  volunteers  in  reserve  and 
under  cover  of  the  cemetery.  James's  Third 
South  Carolina  battalion,  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rice  commanding,)  I  left  in  position  at  Howi- 
son's  Mill,  to  protect  our  right  from  any  advance 
of  the  enemy  up  Hazel  Run.  While  the  Third 
and  Seventh  regiments  were  getting  into  position, 


another  fierce  attack  was  sustained,  and  those 
regiments,  especially  the  former,  suffered  severe- 
ly. Colonel  J.  D.  Nance,  that  gallant  and  effi- 
cient officer,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
severely  wounded  in  three  places.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Rutherford,  upon  whom  the  command 
devolved,  was  almost  immediately  shot  down, 
dangerously  wounded,  as  also  was  Major  Moffat, 
the  next  in  command.  Captain  Todd,  the  senior 
captain,  upon  assuming  command,  was  danger- 
ously, if  not  mortally  wounded,  and  his  successor, 
Captain  Summer,  killed.  Notwithstanding  these 
unprecedented  casualties,  the  regiment,  without 
hesitation  or  confusion,  gallantly  held  their  posi- 
tion, under  command  of  Captain  John  H.  G. 
Nance,  assisted  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant 
A.  E.  Doby,  and  in  every  attack  repulsed  the 
enemy  on  that  flank,  assisted  as  gallantly  by  the 
Seventh  regiment,  immediately  on  their  right. 
In  the  mean  time,  line  after  line  of  the  enemy 
deployed  in  the  ravine  and  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, at  intervals  of  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes, 
until  half  past  four  o'clock,  when  there  was  a  lull 
of  about  a  half  hour,  during  which  a  mass  of  ar- 
tillery was  placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  town, 
and  opened  upon  our  position.  At  this  time  I 
brought  up  Colonel  De  Saussure's  regiment.  Our 
batteries  on  the  hill  were  silent,  having  exhausted 
their  ammunition,  and  the  Washington  artillery 
were  relieved  by  a  part  of  Colonel  Alexander's 
battalion.  Under  cover  of  this  artillery  fire,  the 
most  formidable  column  of  attack  was  formed, 
which,  about  five  o'clock,  emerged  from  the 
ravine,  and,  no  longer  impeded  by  our  artillery, 
impetuously  assailed  our  whole  front.  From  this 
time  until  after  six  o'clock,  the  attack  was  con- 
tinuous, and  the  fire  on  both  sides  terrific.  Some 
few,  chiefly  officers,  got  within  eighty  yards  of 
our  lines ;  but,  in  every  instance,  their  lines  were 
shattered  by  the  time  they  got  within  one  hun- 
dred paces.  The  firing  gradually  ceased,  and,  by 
seven  o'clock,  our  pickets  were  established  within 
eighty  yards  of  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  chief 
loss,  after  getting  into  position  in  the  road,  was 
from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters,  who  occupied  some 
buildings  on  my  left  flank  in  the  early  part  of  the 
engagement,  and  was  only  silenced  by  Captain 
Wallace,  of  the  Second  regiment,  directing  a  con- 
tinuous fire  of  one  company  upon  the  buildings. 
General  Cobb,  I  learn,  was  killed  by  a  shot  from 
that  quarter.  The  regiments  on  the  hill  suffered 
most,  as  they  were  less  perfectly  covered.  Dur- 
ing the  engagement,  Colonel  McMillan  was  reen- 
forced  by  the  arrival  of  the  Sixteenth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  a  brigade  of  General  Ransom's 
command  was  also  engaged  ;  but  as  they  did  not 
report  to  me,  I  am  unable  to  give  any  particulars 
in  regard  to  them.  That  night  we  materially 
strengthened  our  position,  and  I  more  perfectly 
organized  and  arranged  my  command,  fully  ex- 
pecting the  attack  to  be  renewed  the  next  day. 
I  sent  the  Third  regiment  in  reserve,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  heavy  loss.  At  daylight  in  the 
morning,  the  enemy  was  in  position,  lying  behind 
the  first  declivity  in  front ;  but  the  operations  on 
both  sides  were  confined  to  skirmishing  of  sharp- 
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shooters.  We  lost  but  one  man  during  that  day, 
but  it  is  reported  that  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon 
the  enemy  (Sykes's  division)  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  Monday  morning1  discovered  the  pickets 
of  the  enemy  behind  riile-pits,  constructed,  during 
the  night,  along  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  From 
this  position  they  were  nearly  all  driven  by  our 
batteries,  and  nothing  of  interest  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day.  General  Semmes  relieved  General 
Cobb's  brigade  Monday  night.  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, as  soon  as  the  haze  lifted,  the  enemy's  pick- 
et* being  no  longer  visible,  I  sent  out  scouts 
from  my  own  brigade  to  the  left,  and  from  Gen- 
eral Semmes's  to  the  right.  The  former  soon 
returned,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  town, 
which  the  latter  soon  confirmed,  with  the  addi- 
tional information  that  the  bridge  had  been  re- 
moved. I  sent  forward  two  companies,  one  from 
each  brigade,  and  afterwards  two  regiments,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Major-General  com- 
mandingi  to  occupy  the  town.  A  number  of 
prisoners  and  a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
etc.,  were  taken,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  imparted.  During  these  operations 
I  was  ably  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Captain 
Holmes,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  L).  C., 
who  were  present  on  the  field,  in  the  active  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Lieutenant  J.  A.  Myers, 
ordnance  officer,  was  at  his  post  promptly  re- 
plenishing our  exhausted  ammunition.  Lieuten- 
ant W.  M.  Dwight,  A.  I.  G.,  was  disabled,  from 
the  injuries  received  at  Maryland  Heights,  but 
was  on  the  field,  and  received  a  contusion  on  the 
head  from  a  shell.  Colonel  McMillan,  command- 
ing Cobb's  brigade,  rendered  valuable  assistance, 
and  when  offered  the  alternative  of  being  relieved 
Saturday  night,  gallantly  claimed  the  honor  of 
remaining.  All  the  regimental  field  officers  and 
company  commanders  are  entitled  to  commen- 


dation for  coolness  and  courage,  and  their  suc- 
cessful efforts  to  produce  a  deliberate  and  effec- 
tive fire,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Besides  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as 
wounded,  Major  F.  Gaillard,  Second  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  was  struck  in  the  face 
before  he  got  into  position,  and  was  subsequently 
severely  wounded  while  conveying  directions,  at 
my  request,  to  the  regiments  'in  the  rear.  For 
particular  mention  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  engagement,  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  command- 
ers themselves,  herewith  submitted.  Captain  G. 
B.  Cuthbert's  company,  Second  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  was  thrown  out  by  me  on 
the  edge  of  Hazel  Run,  on  the  thirteenth,  in  an 
exposed  position,  but  one  from  which  they  could 
harass  the  ene*my  on  their  left  flank.  They  held 
the  position  the  whole  day,  exhausting  their  am- 
munition and  effectively  annoying  the  enemy. 
His  loss  was  considerable,  including  two  officers 
severely  wounded.  Captain  Read's  battery  was 
posted  on  the  hill,  on  the  right  of  my  first  posi- 
tion, and  did  great  damage  to  the  advancing 
column  of  the  enemy.  They  fired  thirteen  rounds 
of  ammunition,  affording  excellent  practice  in 
the  field.  I  will  here  remark  that,  during  the 
engagement  on  Saturday,  my  command  fired 
about  fifty-five  rounds  per  man.  A  large  red  and 
white  battle  flag,  with  the  figure  "  1 "  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  an  embroidered  guide  flag  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  regiment,  are  the  trophies  taken 
in  battle  by  my  command,  and  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  division  headquarters.  I  append 
herewith  a  recapitulation  of  the  losses  sustained 
by  my  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  B.  KERSIIAW, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


List  of  Casualties  in  Kersliaw's  Brigade. 
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o 
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6 
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2 

62 
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2 
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killed  while  on  picket. 

3d 
7th     "            "               " 
8th     « 
15th    "                                " 

5    • 

5 

34 

29 

304 

34 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  WRIGHT. 

IlEADQrARTKRS  WRIGHT'S  BRIGADE,  ANDERSON'S) 

DIVISION,  CAMP  NEAR  FUEDKKICKSHURG,  > 

December  24,  1602.     ) 

Major  Thomas  S.  Mills,  A.  A.  G.  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  In   compliance  with   circular   issued 
from  division  headquarters  on  December  twen- 


tieth, I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  action  at  Fredericks- 
burg.  At  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  my  brigade  was  put  under  arms 
and  marched  to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  our 
redoubts  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  there 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting  on  Gen- 
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eral  Mahone's  left,  and  my  left  upon  General 
Wilcox's  right.  In  this  position  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  when,  the 
enemy  having  retired  across  the  river,  I  fell  back 
to  my  former  and  present  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  when  the 
enemy  opened  his  batteries  upon  the  town,  pre- 
paratory to  crossing  the  river,  the  Third  Georgia 
regiment  was  on  picket  duty  on  the  river,  at  the 
upper  edge  of  the  town.  This  regiment  retained 
its  position  during  the  whole  day,  subjected  to  a 
most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  At 
five  o'clock,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  I  received 
a  communication  from  Colonel  E. '  J.  Walker, 
commanding  the  regiment,  informing  me  that 
the  enemy  had  effected  the  building  of  one  or 
more  bridges,  and  had  crossed  a  considerable 
force  into  the  town  on  his  right,  compelling  the 
Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  was  on  picket 
duty  immediately  on  his  right,  to  fall  back,  and 
that,  from  the  sound  of  musketry,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  General  Barksdale's  brigade,  also  on 
picket  duty  in  the  town,  had  retired  to  our  line 
of  battle,  and  inquiring  what  he  (Colonel  Walker) 
should  do.  I  immediately  sent  him  orders  to  hold 
his  position  at  all  hazards  until  morning,  and  if 
then  he  should  become  satisfied  that  General 
Barksdale's  brigade  had  retired,  and  the  enemy 
should  show  an  imposing  force  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  to  fall  back  in  order  to  my  line,  destroying 
the  bridges  over  the  canal.  At  eight  o'clock  next 
morning  Colonel  Walker  fell  back  to  my  line, 
having  accomplished  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  canal  bridges  —  General  Barksdale  having, 
as  he  supposed  the  night  before,  previously  fallen 
back  to  our  line  of  batteries.  Colonel  Walker's 
loss,  during  the  day's  bombardment,  was  one 
man  killed  and  one  slightly  wounded.  On  Fri- 
day evening,  the  twelfth  instant,  the  Second 
Georgia  battalion,  of  my  brigade,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  C.  J.  Moffat,  was  ordered 
on  picket  duty  in  front  of  the  Stansbury  house, 
where  it  remained  until  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  was  relieved  by  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regi- 
ment, Captain  Hall  commanding.  During  the 
fight  of  Saturday,  Captain  Moffat  lost  one  man 
killed  and  one  wounded.  No  other  casualties 
occurred  in  my  command  during  the  action. 

While  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  had 
no  opportunity  to  display  the  courage  and  gal- 
lantry which  have  heretofore  marked  their  conduct 
in  all  the  battles  in  which  they  have  been  en- 
gaged, their  patient  and  protracted  "  lying  in 
wait "  during  the  six  days  they  were  under  arms, 
exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the  severe  cold  weather 
and  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  has  given 
me  increased  confidence  in  their  character  as 
veteran  soldiers,  who  are  alike  equal  to  the  trials 
of  actual  battle  and  of  waiting  under  the  enemy's 
guns  for  any  emergency  which  might  require 
their  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  II.  WRIGHT, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MAHONE. 

HEADQUARTERS  MAHONE'S  BRIGADE,  ANDERSON'S  ) 
DIVISION,  December  21,  1862.     \ 
To  Major  T.  S.  Mitts,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Anderson's  Division  : 
MAJOR  :  In  response  to  the  call  from  division 
headquarters,   I    beg   to    present    the   following 
statement  of  the  operations    of  this   brigade   in 
the  late  bombardment  and  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg: 

Promptly  after  the  signal  of  alarm,  Thursday, 
the  eleventh  instant,  the  brigade  was  placed  in 
the  position  assigned  it  by  the  division  com- 
mander, immediately  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle 
selected  in  the  event  of  any  attack  upon  our  own 
front. 

For  the  most  part,  the  brigade  continued  under 
arms  in  this  position  during  the  period  of  the 
fight,  and,  in  fact,  until  Tuesday,  the  .  sixteenth 
instant,  when  the  enemy  evacuated  Fredericks- 
burg,  and  recrossed  the  Rappahannock.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  it  always  had  a  regiment, 
and  sometimes  two,  in  advance  of  the  batteries 
on  the  front,  which  were  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
artillery  fire,  and  which,  though  active,  and  espe- 
cially on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  occasioned  but 
eight  casualties  in  the  brigade.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  add,  that  much  work,  in  the  erection  of 
batteries  and  rifle-pits,  was  performed  by  the 
troops  of  the  brigade  during  the  four  days  of 
the  battle ;  among  these  works  may  be  men- 
tioned the  one",  as  of  special  advantage,  in  dis- 
lodging the  enemy  from  behind  the  hills  on  the 
right  of  the  plank  road. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  MILLER,  OF  COBB'S  BRIGADE. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,     ) 

December  20, 1802.  \ 

Major  James  M.   Goggin,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at  five 
o'clock,  the  brigade  was  put  under  arms  and  in 
position,  and  so  remained  until  seven  o'clock  p.  M., 
when  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-fourth  Georgia 
regiments  and  Phillips's  legion  were  marched 
into  Fredericksburg  by  General  Cobb,  to  relieve 
General  Barksdale,  and  took  position  in  our  line 
of  battle  in  the  road  along  the  foot  of  Marye's 
Hill,  crossing  the  Telegraph  road,  by  which  the 
enemy  advanced ;  the  legion  on  the  left,  Twenty- 
fourth  Georgia  in  the  centre,  and  Eighteenth  on 
the  right.  The  men  lay  on  their  arms  during 
the  night.  Our  pickets  and  scouts  took  fifteen 
prisoners.  Close,  and  heavy  skirmishing  was 
kept  up  during  Friday,  the  twelfth,  and  on  that 
night  we  again  rested  on  our  arms. 

At  daybreak  on  the  thirteenth,  skirmishing 
again  commenced,  accompanied  by  the  enemy's 
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shells.  This  was  kept  up  continually  until  about 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  his  column  ap- 
proached the  left  of  our  line  by  the  Telegraph 
road  and  deployed  towards  our  right.  He  had 
succeeded  in  planting  three  stands  of  colors 
along  our  front,  and  when  his  column  had  been 
deployed  about  two  thirds  of  the  distance  on  his 
line,  our  well-directed  fire  had  so  thinned  his 
ranks  that  the  survivors  retreated.  General 
Cobb,  whose  fall  we  so  much  deplore,  lived  to  see 
this  first  signal  repulse  and  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  he  so  well  commanded.  About  twelve  or 
fifteen  minutes  thereafter  General  Cobb  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  I  took  command  of  the  bri- 
gade. Soon  another  column,  heavier  than  the 
first,  advanced  in  our  front,  and  moved  steadily 
forward  to  their  colors,  near  our  centre.  As  the 
column  approached,  I  directed  the  small  arms  to 
cease  until  the  enemy  should  get  nearer.  So  soon 
as  he  got  within  certain  range,  our  fire  mowed 
down  his  ranks,  until  they  faltered  and  the  sur- 
vivors retreated.  They  were  met  by  a  strong 
reenforcement,  and  again  advanced  upon  us  in 
heavier  force ;  and  this  time  the  slaughter  in 
their  ranks  was  terrific,  and  we  again  drove  them 
back.  Column  after  column  was  brought  up  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  and  the  battle  continued  until 
after  dark.  In  every  attack  the  enemy  was  re- 
pulsed with  immense  slaughter.  During  the 
afternoon  a  courier  informed  me  that  you  had 
sent  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  regiment  to  the  mill, 
to  await  orders.  I  sent  for  that  regiment,  and 
placed  it  on  our  right,  to  strengthen  and  protect 
that  point,  which  it  held  during  the  remainder  of 
the  engagement.  We  rested  on  our  arms  that 
night  and  throughout  the  next  day.  Sunday, 
the  fourteenth,  a  close,  heavy,  and  continuous 
skirmish  fire  was  kept  up.  On  Sunday  night  we 
were  relieved  by  General  Semmes. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  cool 
bravery  of  both  officers  and  men,  and  the  prompt- 
ness and  cheerfulness  with  which  they  obeyed 
and  executed  all  orders.  The  heaps  of  slain  in 
our  front  tell  best  how  well  they  acted  their  part. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

EGBERT  M.  MILLER, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PERRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  PERRY'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  18,  1802.         j 

Major    Thomas    S.   Mills,   Assistant   Adjutant 

General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
the  reports  of  commanders  of  the  Donaldsville 
artillery  battery  and  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
the  only  portions  of  my  brigade  engaged  in  the 
recent  battle  on  the  Rappahannock  lliver : 

The  Eighth  Florida  regiment  having  been  de- 
tailed for  picket  duty  and  placed  temporarily 
under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Barksdale, 
commanding  the  picket  forces  at  Fredericksburg, 
I  am  unable  to  give  additional  information  to  that 
contained  in  Captain  Lang's  report,  to  which  I 


call  your  attention.  I  addressed  a  note  to  Briga- 
dier-General Barksdale,  relative  to  three  com- 
panies of  this  regiment,  which  were  detailed  from 
the  regiment  by  General  Barksdale,  and  assigned 
to  a  position  apart  from  the  regiment.  General 
Barksdale  replied  that  they  were  probably  taken 
prisoners  by  the  enemy.  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  no  further  information  upon  the  subject. 
I  respectfully  call  to  the  attention  of  the  General 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Donaldsonville  battery 
I  throughout  the  entire  engagement.  Both  officers 
and  men  stood  bravely  and  faithfully  at  their 
posts,  and,  while  exposed  to  an  unusually  heavy 
fire,  the  guns  were  handled  with  masterly  skill 
and  with  great  efi'ect. 

The  loss  in  the  brigade  is  ninety-four  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  Of  this  number,  eight 
were  killed,  forty-three  wounded,  and  forty-three 
missing.  Of  these,  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment 
lost  seven  killed,  thirty-seven  wounded,  and  forty- 
three  missing.  The  Fifth  Florida  regiment  had 
one  wounded.  The  battery  had  one  killed  and 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor,  Major, 

To  be  very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  A.  PERRY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding1. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL,  COMMANDING 
COOKE'S  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  COOKE'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  17,  1802.         \ 

CAPTAIN  :  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh 
instant,  the  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Cooke,  was  ordered  to  the  front,  opposite 
Fredericksburg,  where  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  twelve  o'clock,  Saturday,  the  thir- 
teenth, at  which  time  the  engagement  was  going 
on  in  our  front. 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  as 
follows :  The  Twenty-seventh  on  the  right,  Forty- 
eighth  next,  Fifteenth  on  the  left.  We  moved 
into  action  by  regiments.  After  advancing  about 
two  hundred  yards,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell 
and  musketry,  we  arrived  at  the  crest  of  Willis's 
Hill,  which  overlooks  the  battle-field,  on  which 
hill  several  batteries  were  placed. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  the 
brigade  was  halted  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
delivered  its  fire  on  the  advancing  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  was  then  engaged  in  making  a  furi- 
ous assault  on  our  front  line,  which  was  covered 
by  a  long  stone  wall  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  which 
assault,  on  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  was  re- 
pulsed, with  great  loss  to  the  enemy.  The 
enemy,  that  time,  succeeded  in  getting  up  to 
within  forty  yards  of  the  wall. 

After  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  Forty-sixth 
was  moved  down  the  hill  behind  the  fence,  sup- 
porting Cobb's  brigade.  The  Twenty-seventh 
and  Forty-sixth  remained  behind  the  fence,  and 
the  Forty-eighth  and  Fifteenth  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  all  day. 

Six  different  times  during  the  day  did  the 
enemy  advance  his  heavily-reenforced  columns, 
and  each  time  was  driven  back  with  immense 
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loss.  The  action  ceased  at  night,  when  the  bri- 
gade was  withdrawn,  and  resumed  the  position 
they  occupied  previous  to  the  action. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  our  brave  com- 
mander was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  action. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that,  with- 
out exception,  the  conduct  of  the  different  regi- 
ments composing  this  brigade  was  deserving  of 
the  most  unqualified  approbation. 

No  engagement  having  taken  place  the  next 
day,  the  commanders  of  the  different  regiments 
were  ordered  to  intrench  themselves  that  night, 
and  before  day  each  had  opened  ditches  sufficient 
to  cover  their  whole  commands ;  and,  the  night 
after,  two  additional  works  were  completed,  suf- 
ficient for  two  more  regiments. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  relieved 
by  General  Jenkins,  and  ordered  back  to  camp. 

I  regret  to  say  the  loss  of  the  brigade  was 
heavy.  A  correct  list  of  casualties  will  be  hand- 
ed in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

E.  D.  HALL, 

Colonel,  commanding  Cooke's  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LAW. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS,  ) 
December  17,  18G2.         ) 

Major  W.   H.   Sully,   Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral : 

I,have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg,  on  Saturday,  December  thirteen,  1882  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  my  brigade 
formed  a  portion  of  the  second  or  reserve  line, 
extending  along  the  range  of  hills  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  Dr.  Reynolds's 
house.  On  the  plateau,  directly  in  front  of  the 
position  occupied  by  my  brigade,  and  about  five 
hundred  yards  distant,  the  skirt  of  timber  border- 
ing on  Deep  Run,  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Rappahannock,  abruptly  terminates.  From  this 
point  to  the  river  the  channel  of  the  run  becomes 
gradually  wider  and  deeper,  its  general  direction 
being  almost  perpendicular  to  our  own  line  and 
that  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Bowling  Green  road. 
I  received  orders,  during  the  morning,  from  Ma- 
jor-General Hood,  commanding  the  division,  to 
render  assistance  to  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill's 
troops,  in  the  event  it  should  be  required ;  and 
was  ordered  by  General  Hill  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Fender,  who  held  the  left  of  the  first  line, 
to  my  front  and  right.  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  a  force  of  the  enemy  defiled  from  the 
wood  on  Deep  Run,  and,  forming  into  line  of 
battle,  advanced  upon  Latimer's  battery,  which 
was  posted  on  the  plateau  on  General  Fender's 
eft,  and  supported  by  one  of  his  regiments.  Per- 
ceiving  this  attack,  I  moved  my  brigade  forward 
to  the  edge  of  the  timber  in  rear  of  the  battery. 
Detaching  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  I  advanced  with  them 
to  attack  the  enemy,  who  had  now  gained  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  which  crosses  the  plateau 
directly  in  front  of  the  battery,  and  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  it.  The  enemy  was  prompt- 


ly driven  from  the  railroad  by  the  Fifty-seventh 
North  Carolina,  which  was  in  advance,  and  the 
regiment  continued  to  move  steadily  forward  to 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Bowling  Green 
road,  driving  his  infantry  before  it.  During  the 
action  a  body  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the 
wood  bordering  the  run,  upon  the  left  of  the  ad- 
vancing line.  This  was  promptly  checked  by  a 
fire  from  the  left  of  the  Fifty-seventh  and  from 
the  Fifty-fourth,  which  changed  front  obliquely 
to  the  left  in  order  to  face  the  wood.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Fourth  Alabama  had  been  brought 
forward  in  front  of  the  battery  as  a  support. 
Having  accomplished  my  purpose  of  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  vicinity  of  the  battery,  I  ordered 
the  two  regiments  in  advance  to  retire  and  take 
position  on  the  railroad,  which  they  held  until 
after  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  Sixth 
North  Carolina.  The  conduct  of  the  Fifty-seventh 
and  Fifty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiments  was 
admirable.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  their 
steady  courage  in  advancing,  and  the  coolness 
with  which  they  retired  to  the  line  of  railroad 
when  ordered.  Colonel  Godwin,  commanding 
the  Fifty-seventh,  and  Colonel  McDowell,  com- 
manding the  Fifty-fourth,  ably  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Jones  and  Murchison,  handled 
their  commands  with  great  skill  and  coolness. 
The  officers  of  my  staff,  Captain  Terrell,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant  Capons, 
aid-de-camp,  were,  as  usual,  conspicuous  for  gal- 
lantry and  usefulness,  contributing  materially  by 
their  exertions  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops. 
It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  report  the  death  of 
private  V.  S.  Smith,  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment, an  acting  officer  on  my  staff.  Alabama 
never  bore  a  braver  son,  and  our  country's  cause 
has  never  received  the  sacrifice  of  a  manlier 
spirit.  He  fell,  where  the  hour  of  danger  always 
found  him,  at  his  post.  The  following  is  a  reca- 
pitulation of  the  loss  of  the  brigade : 


REGIMENT. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

57th  N.  Carolina,  . 
54th  N.  Carolina,  . 

32 
9 
5 

90 
35 
IS) 

2 
3 

4 

18 

2 

' 

Total,  

50 

161 

5 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  LAW, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  SEMMES. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEMMES  BRIGADE,  ) 

CAMP  NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  > 

December  22,  18(52.         ) 

Major  J.  M.  Goggin,  Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral : 
MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a 

list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  in  the  battle 
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of  Fredericksburg,  from  the  eleventh  to  the  fif- 
teenth, inclusive.  Except  when  posted  in  the 
road,  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  en  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth,  my  brigade  was  not  under 
fire  from  small  arms.  It  was  only  exposed  to  the 
fire  ofthe  enemy's  artillery,  from  which  it  suffered 
but  little. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  J.  SEMMES, 

Brigadier-General . 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PAXTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  PAXTON'S  BRIGADE,  JACKSON'S  ) 

DIVISION,  CAMP  NEAR  CORUIN'S  FARM,  > 

December  24,  1862.     ) 

Captain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  pursuance  of  the  order  from  the 
division  commander  to  report  the  participation 
of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  my  brigade,  con- 
sisting of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
seventh,  and  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiments,  and 
Carpenter's  battery,  numbering  in  all  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  officers  and  eleven 
hundred  men,  marched  from  its  encampment 
near  Guineas  Depot,  on  Friday  morning,  the 
twelfth  instant,  at  daybreak.  After  reaching  the 
battle-field,  and  frequent  changes  of  positions, 
when  the  engagement  commenced,  my  brigade 
occupied  a  position  near  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
some  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  General 
Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  my 
right  resting  on  the  left  of  EwelPs  division.  My 
orders  were  to  support  General  Gregg,  and  be 
governed  in  my  action  by  hjs  movements.  Upon 
a  report  from  my  orderly,  Mr.  F.  C.  Cox,  whom 
I  had  sent  forward  to  give  me  information,  that 
Gregg's  brigade  was  moving,  I  ordered  my  bri- 
gade to  the  front  in  line  of  battle.  About  the 
time  of  reaching  General  Gregg's  position,  the 
Second  Virginia  regiment,  occupying  the  right 
of  my  line,  came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  and, 
under  the  order  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A.  Naden- 
bousch,  commanding  the  regiment,  filed  obliquely 
to  the  right  and  rear,  but  scarcely  effected  its 
change  of  position  when  it  was  fired  upon  by  the 
enemy.  Expecting,  from  the  indications,  that 
my  troops  would  be  engaged  in  this  position,  I 
proceeded  to  bring  forward  the  Fifth  and  Fourth 
regiments  at  double-quick,  and  post  them  upon 
the  right  of  the  second  regiment,  and  to  put  the 
Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-third  regiments  in 
position  upon  its  left.  These  dispositions,  how- 
ever, were  not  accomplished  until  the  firing 
ceased,  the  enemy  having  been  gallantly  repulsed 
by  the  Second  regiment.  Soon  after  I  changed 
my  position,  and  occupied  the  military  road. 
Whilst  there,  I  found  that  troops  were  falling 
back  in  disorder  past  the  right  of  my  line,  when 
I  deemed  it  prudent  to  move  some  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  right,  upon  the  road,  to  guavd  against 
an  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Again 
I  changed  position,  and  occupied  the  line  of  the 
fence  in  front.  That  night  my  brigade  slept  on 


their  arms  on  the  military  road,  and  the  next 
morning  before  daylight,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
from  the  division  commander,  took  a  position  on 
the  railroad,  my  right  resting  opposite  the  posi- 
tion which  my  left  had  occupied  on  the  military 
road.  Here  the  day  passed  off  quietly,  with  the 
exception  of  occasional  firing  between  the  pickets. 
Carpenter's  battery  was  detached  from  my  brigade 
on  the  twelfth,  and  was  not  under  my  orders  dur- 
ing the  engagement.  A  report  of  its  participa- 
tion in  the  engagement  by  Lieutenant  McKen- 
dree,  commanding,  is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  my  regimental  officers, 
Captains  Nadenbousch  and  Colston,  acting  field 
officers  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gardiner  and  Major  Terry,  Fourth 
Virginia  regiment ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams 
and  Captain  Newton,  Fifth  Virginia  regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Edmondson  and  Major  Shri- 
ver,  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiment,  and  Colonel 
Lee,  Thirty-third  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  great  gallantry,  skill,  and  coolness  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gardiner,  after  having  passed  unhurt,  and  distin- 
guished for  his  gallantry,  through  all  the  battles 
of  the  campaign,  (Port  liepublic,  Richmond,  Ce- 
dar Mountain,  Manassas,  and  Sharpsburg,)  fell, 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  severely,  if  not 
fatally,  wounded.  To  Adjutant  C.  S.  Arnall,  Fifth 
Virginia  regiment,  acting  as  my  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, the  highest  praise  is  due  for  his 
gallant  and  energetic  discharge  of  the  duties 
incident  to  the  position.  To  the  rank  and  file  of 
my  command  I  am  especially  grateful,  for  the 
courage,  fidelity,  and  promptness  exhibited  in 
obeying  my  orders.  My  brigade  sustained  a  loss 
of  four  killed,  sixty-nine  wounded,  one  missing ; 
total,  seventy-four.  The  reports  of  regimental 
and  battery  commanders,  with  lists  of  casualties, 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 

E.  F.  PAXTOX, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HOKE,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  TRIMBLE'S  BRIAGDE,  ) 
December  19,  1802.     } 

Major  S.  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral, Swell's  Division  : 

MAJOR  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  Saturday, 
thirteenth  of  this  month,  I  received  orders  from 
General  Early  to  form  my  brigade  immediately 
behind  General  Hays's  brigade,  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
railroad,  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  about  four  miles 
from  Fredericksburg.  I  remained  in  this  position 
for  about  two  hours,  under  a  very  heavy  cannon- 
ading, and  lost  a  number  of  men  in  this  place. 
The  infantry  firing  at  the  front  became  quite 
heavy,  and  General  Early  ordered  me  to  move 
my  brigade  by  the  left  flank,  and  let  my  right 
rest  upon  the  left  of  General  Hays.  I  had 
scarcely  gotten  in  this  position  before  he  ordered 
me  to  the  front  to  the  support  of  General  Archer. 
I  moved  promptly  and  steadily  to  the  front,  and 
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found  General  Archer  had  been  driven  back,  and 
the  enemy  had  occupied  the  woods  upon  the  top 
of  the  hill.  I  soon  drove  them  from  this  posi- 
tion, and  found,  upon  getting  to  the  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  that  they  had 
retreated  to  the  railroad,  in  which  place  they  had 
held  reserves.  I  saw  that  it  would  not  do  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  the  railroad,  as  that 
poin^  commanded  a  large  portion  of  our  intrench- 
ments  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  that  I  would 
lose  from  their  sharpshooters ;  so  I  immediately 
ordered  a  charge,  and  drove  them  from  their 
place,  killing  about  two  hundred,  and  wounding 
a  large  number,  one  hundred  of  whom  fell  into 
my  hands.  I  must  have  wounded  quite  a  number 
of  the  enemy  at  this  point  who  were  able  to  make 
their  escape,  as  I  was  immediately  upon  them. 
I  also  captured  about  three  hundred  prisoners. 
I  had  brought  from  this  point  about  four  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  and  left  a  number  across  the  rail- 
road. After  driving  them  from  the  railroad,  I 
followed  them  to  the  fence  beyond  the  road,  and 
at  this  point  halted  to  see  if  I  could  go  farther. 
While  I  was  in  this  position,  .the  main  line  of  the 
enemy  gave  back  about  fifty  yards ;  and  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  if  a  brigade  had  been  upon  my  right 
we  could  have  driven  the  whole  line.  I  remained 
in  this  position  for  some  time,  to  see  if  any  other 
forces  were  coming  forward ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  threw  a  brigade  down  the  river  road, 
preparatory  to  making  an  attack  upon  my  right 
flank,  and  seeing  my  position  would  soon  become 
a  critical  one,  I  ordered  the  Twenty-first  North 
Carolina  and  Twenty-first  Georgia  regiments  and 
First  North  Carolina  battalion  back  to  the  rail- 
road, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harper,  with 
orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last,  and  ordered  the  Fif- 
teenth Alabama  and  Twelfth  Georgia  regiments 
back  to  the  intreachments  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  all  of  which  was  done  effectually  and 
promptly,  and  with  a  very  slight  loss.  My  loss 
in  this  charge  and  falling  back  was  only  two  men 
killed  and  about  thirty  wounded,  most  of  which 
were  very  slight.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott  was 
killed  while  falling  back  to  the  woods.  He  acted 
most  gallantly,  and  did  his  duty  nobly.  I  held 
my  position  in  the  railroad,  and  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  until  Monday  morning,  fifteenth,  at 
which  time  I  was  relieved  by  General  D.  H.  Hill's 
troops.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  ;  all  did 
their  duty  nobly,  and  went  into  the  fight  with  a 
spirit  of  determination,  and  it'  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  note  any  one  particularly.  Captain 
A.  Hoffman,  acting  ordnance  officer,  was  of 
great  service  to  me  upon  the  field.  My  tabular 
report  of  killed  and  wounded  has  been  sent 
in.  The  report  of  the  action  of  the  battery 
attached  to  this  brigade  will  be  made  by  Captain 
Latimer,  who  was  acting  chief  of  artillery  on 
that  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  F.  HOKE, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

Official  copy : 

S.  HALE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALKER,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  EARLY'S  BRIGADE,  Dec.  26th,  1802. 
Major  S.  Hale,  Acting  A.  A.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of 
Early's  brigade  in  the  battle  near  Fredericksburg, 
on  the  thirteenth  instant : 

We  were  placed  in  position  by  General  Early, 
commanding  division,  in  the  second  line  of  bat- 
tle, supporting  A.  P.  Hill's  division.  The  action 
had  not  continued  over  half  an  hour,  before  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Early  (through 
Major  Wilson,  volunteer  aid)  to  advance  at 
double-quick,  as  the  enemy  had  cut  their  way 
through  the  first  line,  and  were  advancing.  I  put 
the  brigade  in  motion,  and  met  the  enemy  about 
the  middle  of  the  woods  ;  but  they  fell  back  as  we 
came  up,  and  we  continued  to  press  them  closely, 
driving  them  across  the  railroad,  and  following 
them  some  distance  beyond  into  the  open  field. 
When  we  reached  the  railroad  there  was  no  sup- 
port on  our  left,  and  a  large  column  of  Federal 
infantry  were  moving  across  the  railroad,  about 
four  hundred  yards  to  our  left,  and  entering  the 
woods.  Fearing  to  advance  farther  to  our  front, 
I  drew  my  command  back  to  the  railroad,  and 
held  that  position,  'after  detailing  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Terrill,  with  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  to 
deploy  his  regiment  on  our  left  flank,  and  direct- 
ing him  to  advance  under  cover  of  the  timber  to 
engage  the  enemy's  column  on  our  left  upon  the 
flank.  This  was  done  promptly,  and  Thomas's 
brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  engaging  them 
in  front  about  the  same  time,  they  fell  back  in 
good  order,  but  scarcely  firing  a  gun  in  their  re- 
treat. The  two  fires  told  severely  upon  them,  as 
the  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on 
that  part  of^Jthe  field  clearly  showed.  After  this 
column  of  the  enemy  fell  back,  there  was  for 
some  time  no  body  of  their  troops  in  sight,  but 
not  deeming  it  prudent  to  give  up  the  advantage 
of  our  position  by  advancing  in  pursuit  over  the 
open  plain,  I  continued  to  hold  the  railroad  for 
the  remainder  of  the  evening  without  any  moles- 
tation from  the  enemy,  further  than  by  forming  a 
fresh  line  of  troops  in  sight,  but  out  of  our  range, 
and  throwing  out  skirmishers,  who  kept  up  a 
straggling  fire  until  night.  After  dark,  I  left 
pickets  on  the  railroad,  and  withdrew  my  com- 
mand back  into  the  woods  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yard's,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

.  Early  the  next  morning,  we  were  relieved  by 
Paxton's  brigade,  and  joined  the  division. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  in 
killed  and  wounded.  I  cannot  close  without  ex- 
pressing my  admiration  for  the  manner  in  which 
this  brigade  performed  its  duty,  and  the  gallantry 
and  bravery  exhibited  by  both  officers  and  men. 
I  had  no  trouble  in  getting  them  to  figlit,  but  a 
good  deal  to  get  them  to  stop,  when  in  my  opin- 
ion it  was  imprudent  to  go  farther. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
J.  A.  WALKER, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade 

Official  copy :    S.  HALE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


DOCUMENTS. 


125 


KEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HAYS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  LOUISIANA  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  19,  1862.     j 

To  Major  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  On  arriving  at  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
on  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad, 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  ten  o'clock, 
I  proceeded  to  place  my  brigade,  according  to 
orders,  in  line  of  battle,  with  my  right  resting  on 
the  railroad,  and  the  line  extended  on  the  road 
leading  to  Spottsylvania  Court  House.  Here  I 
was  directed  to  remain,  and  to  take  advantage  of 
the  shelter  afforded  by  the  hills  on  the  north. 

A  short  while  before  noon  an  order  was  con- 
veyed to  me  to  advance  in  line,  through  the 
woods,  towards  the  front.  I  accordingly  put  my 
line  in  motion.  While  advancing,  I  was  informed 
of  the  existence  of  a  ditch  on  the  crest  of  the  hill 
overlooking  the  river  bottom,  and  directed  to  oc- 
cupy it  as  a  rifle-pit.  But,  on  reaching  the  place, 
I  discovered  other  troops  in  possession  of  the 
ditch,  and  accordingly  halted  my  line  a  few  yards 
in  their  rear,  in  readiness  to  advance  in  support. 
In  this  position  I  continued  the  remainder  of  the 
day  and  the  night  following. 

The  next  morning,  the  fourteenth  instant,  at 
dawn,  my  brigade  was  moved  several  hundred 
yards  to  the  left,  on  a  line  with  the  ditch  above 
referred  to,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  General 
Paxton's  brigade,  then  occupying  the  railroad. 
While  in  this  position,  I  was  directed  to  send  a 
regiment  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line  along  the 
railroad,  between  the  brigades  of  General  Paxton 
and  General  Trimble,  then  commanded  by  Colonel 
Hoke.  The  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment  was 
sent  to  complete  this  line.  The  remainder  of  the 
brigade  continued  to  occupy  the  line  indicated 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  and  the 
night  succeeding. 

In  the  morning  following,  the  fifteenth  instant, 
I  resumed  my  original  place,  near  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  and  there  remained  until  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  a  line  in 
rear  of  the  batteries  posted  on  the  hill,  with  my 
right  resting  on  the  railroad.  I  had  barely  reached 
my  position,  when,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing discovered,  I  was  ordered  back  to  the  cross- 
ing, and,  in  a  short  time  thereafter,  took  up  the 
line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Port  Royal. 

My  loss,  amounting  to  nine  killed,  forty-four 
wounded,  and  one  missing,  was  inflicted  by  the 
enemy's  batteries,  while  advancing  in  line,  on  the 
thirteenth  instant,  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front. 

I  have  to  commend  the  zealous  promptness  of 
officers  and  men  in  obeying  my  orders,  and  the 
earnest  desire  they  evinced  to  meet  the  enemy. 
And,  I  am  happy  to  add,  there  was  less  straggling 
during  the  several  days  of  the  recent  engage- 
ments, than  I  have  ever  known.  To  Captain 
New  and  Lieutenant  Macon,  of  my  staff,  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  cheerful  discharge  of  their  respec- 
tive duties. 

HARRY  T.  HAYS, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding'. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KENNEDY,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  SOUTH  CAROLINA  ) 
REGIMENT,  December  20,  1802.     ) 

Captain  C.  H.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Kershaw's  Brigade : 
CAPTAIN  :  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  on 
Saturday,  the  thirteenth  ultimo,  Lieutenant 
Dwight,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  ordered  me 
to  take  my  regiment,  the  Second,  and  the  Eighth, 
Captain  Stackhouse,  to  the  support  of  General 
Cobb,  on  the  Telegraph  road.  I  moved  out,  left 
in  front,  the  Eighth  following.  In  rear  of  the 
extreme  right  battery  of  Colonel  Walton's  artil- 
lery (on  Fuller's  Hill),  I  halted  the  Second  regi- 
ment until  Captain  Stackhouse  closed  up.  I  then 
moved  the  two  regiments  into  the  field  to  the  left 
of  the  wood,  (in  which  I  had  halted,)  fronted,  and 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  making  the  Eighth  the 
battalion  of  direction,  and  obliquing  to  the  right, 
so  as  to  throw  the  two  commands  between  the 
two  right  batteries  of  the  Washington  artillery 
(Colonel  Walton's)  on  Jhe  hill  and  the  Marye 
house.  The  fire  of  shell  and  small  arms  was  ter- 
rific, raking  the  whole  field. (  The  men  moved 
forward  in  fine  style,  obeying  promptly  every 
command  issued.  When  I  arrived  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill  I  gave  the  command,  "  Double-quick," 
and  moved  the  two  regiments  to  the  stone 
fence  on  the  Telegraph  road,  where  General  Cobb 
was  posted.  One  volley  was  fired  before  reach- 
ing it,  and  that  by  the  Eighth  regiment.  The 
Eighth  regiment  supported  a  portion  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  to  the  right,  and  the  Second  was 
disposed  as  follows :  three  companies  on  the  left 
of  the  Eighth,  one  company  and  the  half  of 
another  at  the  small  house  near  the  centre  of 
General  Cobb's  line,  (where  General  Kershaw 
made  his  headquarters,)  three  companies  and  a 
half  to  the  left  of  this  house,  behind  a  stone  wall, 
in  rear  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment. 
Captain  Pulliam,  with  his  company,  came  up 
shortly  after  this  disposition  of  my  command, 
and  was  sent  to  a  stone  fence,  where  the  Philips' 
legion  (of  General  Cobb's  brigade)  was  posted  to 
the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia,  and,  al- 
though later  in  the  action  than  the  rest  of  my 
regiment,  (having  failed  to  hear  the  order  to  move 
out  of  the  trenches,)  did  fine  execution.  The 
action  continuing  until  after  dark,  advance  after 
advance  of  the  foe  was  repelled.  The  whole  regi- 
ment acted  with  cool  daring  and  high  courage ; 
men  never  did  their  duty  more  thoroughly.  My 
position  being  in  the  centre,  I  appointed  Captain 
Wallace  to  superintend  the  operation  of  the  left 
wing,  and  Captain  Leitner  the  three  companies 
on  the  right.  I  gave  my  attention  to  the  opera- 
tions of  both,  and  of  the  centre.  These  officers 
deserve  notice  for  their  deliberative,  prompt  ex- 
ecution of  every  order.  Major  Gaillard  was 
slightly  wounded  in  advancing  across  the  field, 
commanding  the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment, 
I,  acting  as  commander  of  both  battalions,  the 
Second  and  Eighth).  Shortly  after  reaching  the 
stone  wall,  General  Kershaw  detailed  him  to  con- 


126 


REBELLION   RECORD,  1862-64. 


vey  some  order,  and,  in  executing  the  commis- 
sion, he  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  compelled 
to  leave  the  field.  Thus  I  was  deprived  of  his 
valuable  assistance,  and  the  regiment  of  that  gal- 
lant bearing  which  he  has  exhibited  on  so  many 
fields.  Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wallace,  acting 
as  field  officer,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly ;  he 
elicited  the  highest  admiration,  and  is  deserving 
of  special  mention.  No  braver  man  ever  trod 
the  field  of  battle.  Captain  Cuthbert's  company 
had  been  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  creek  early 
in  the  morning,  and  remained  until  after  dark, 
doing  execution  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The 
exalted  courage,  enthusiasm,  and  chivalric  daring 
of  its  commanding  officer  are  always  guarantees 
of  its  good  success.  Lieutenants  Elliott  and 
Fishburn,  of  this  company,  were  wounded,  gal- 
lantly discharging  their  duty.  Captains  Pulliam, 
Moore,  Cunningham,  Graham,  and  Lieutenants 
Maxwell,  Brown,  Perry,  and  Wallace,  command- 
ing companies,  and  their  lieutenants,  all  acted  with 
conspicuous  bravery,  and  deserve  my  thanks  for 
their  hearty  cooperation.  It  is  useless  to  mention 
individual  instances  of  courage  ;  they  are  too  nu- 
merous:- suffice  it  to  s'ay,  the  regiment  never 
acted  with  more  coolness.  Adjutant  Sill  was  of 
every  assistance  to  me,  and  exhibited  great  gal- 
lantry. Mr.  B.  Moses,  of  Company  D,  acting  as 
orderly  to  me,  bore  himself  well,  but  was  disabled 
before  reaching  the  wall,  and  compelled  to  retire. 
S.  P.  Boozer,  of  Company  F,  acting  as  same, 
coolly  conveyed  several  orders  to  different  parts 
of  the  regiment,  and  was  wounded  by  my  side. 
His  demeanor  was  inspiriting.  Captain  Stack- 
house,  while  under  my  command,  (which  was 
until  General  Kershaw  reached  the  stone  wall 
and  assumed  command,)  acted  deliberately,  and 
commanded  his  men  with  success  and  bravery. 
Number  of  officers  and  men  carried  into  action, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  Officers  killed,  none; 
men  killed,  six.  Officers  wounded,  seven  ;  men 
wounded,  fifty-five.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
sixty-two. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  p.  KENNEDY, 

Colonel,  comra.onding  Second  S.  C.  V. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  EVANS,  COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  LAWTON'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
NEAR  PORT  ROYAL,  VA.,  Dec.  19, 18(52.     j 

Major  S.  Hale,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  On  the  thirteenth  instant,  about  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Lawton's  brigade,  Colonel  E.  N. 
Atkinson  commanding,  was  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle in  a  wood  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  west 
of  the  railroad,  nearly  opposite  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, below  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  the  right 
resting  on  the  left  of  another  brigade  of  Swell's 
division,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  J.  M. 
Smith  commanding,  being  the  extreme  right,  and 
successively  towards  the  left  the  Sixtieth  Georgia, 
(Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel J.  H.  Lamar,)  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Cap- 
tain William  McLeod,)  Thirty-first  Georgia, 


(Colonel  C.  A.  Evans,)  and  the  Twenty-sixth 
Georgia,  (Captain  Grace,)  being  six  regiments, 
numbering  about  two  thousand  rank  and  file. 
While  thus  resting  in  line  the  shells  of  the  enemy 
fell  upon  the  regiments  on  the  right,  wounding 
several,  but  was  borne  without  flinching  by  men 
who,  in  many  engagements,  have  proven  them- 
selves not  deficient  in  courage  or  patriotism. 
About  half  past  one  o'clock  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered forward,  and  all  the  regiments  advanced 
at  once,  in  line,  except  the  Thirteenth  Georgia. 
The  failure  of  this  regiment  to  move  at  the  proper 
time  is  subject  to  the  following  explanation: 
While  in  line  this  regiment  rested  upon  the  slope 
of  a  hill  intervening  between  it  and  the  other 
regiments,  which  prevented  Colonel  Smith  from 
observing,  at  the  time,  the  forward  movement  of 
the  brigade,  and  receiving  no  order  to  advance, 
our  line  passed  out  of  sight  before  he  was  aware 
that  he  had  been  left  behind.  Receiving  orders, 
communicated  by  yourself  soon  afterwards,  he 
advanced  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  but  was  too  late 
to  participate  in  the  action.  Subsequently,  being 
ordered  to  join  Colonel  Hoke,  commanding  Trim- 
ble's brigade,  he  placed  his  regiment  in  a  trench 
near  the  edge  of  the  field,  on  Colonel  Hoke's  left, 
where  he  remained  until  Monday  morning.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  brigade  moving  forward  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards,  Captain  Grace,  command- 
ing the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia,  on  the  left,  encoun- 
tered the  enemy,  being  apprised  of  their  proxim- 
ity to  him  by  a  volley  poured  into  his  ranks, 
which  for  a  moment  checked  his  advance.  But 
quickly  recovering,  the  regiment  delivered  its 
fire,  reloaded,  and,  advancing,  drove  the  enemy 
before  them  through  the  woods.  Having  en- 
countered the  enemy  so  soon,  they  became  for 
the  time  separated  from  the  brigade,  and  on 
reaching  the  ditch  which  skirted  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  they  observed  the  remaining  regiments 
far  out  on 'the  plain.  Here  Captain  Grace  was 
directed  to  halt  his  command,  and  not  advance 
into  the  open  field.  The  remaining  four  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  the  Sixtieth  Georgia,  (Col- 
onel Stiles,)  Sixty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  La- 
mar,)  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  (Captain  McLeod,) 
and  Thirty-first  Georgia,  (Colonel  Evans,)  push- 
ing ahead,  came  upon  the  enemy  in  a  minute  of 
time  after  they  were  first  encountered  by  Captain 
Grace,  receiving  their  fire  without  producing 
scarcely  a  perceptible  check,  fired  in  return,  and, 
with  loud  cheers,  dashed  forward.  From  this 
time  the  contest  consisted  of  but  a  series  of  tem- 
porary halts  made  by  the  enemy,  only  to  be 
driven  away  from  their  positions.  At  the  rail- 
road the  enemy  made  their  most  determined  re- 
sistance, and  for  a  few  minutes  poured  a  heavy 
fire  into  our  line.  Seeing  that  a  charge  was  the 
most  effectual  plan  to  dislodge  them,  the  order 
was  given,  and  so  rapidly  accomplished  that  many 
of  the  enemy  were  captured,  and  a  few,  in  their 
attempts  to  get  away,  received  the  application  of 
the  bayonet.  As  an  incident  of  the  battle,  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  one  of  the  enemy,  after  surren- 
dering, levelled  his  gun  to  fire  at  our  passing  line ; 
but  a  bayonet  thrust  from  the  hands  of  Captain 
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W.  D.  Wood,  of  the  Thirty-first  Georgia,  pre- 
vented the  intended  barbarism.  At  this  part  of 
the  railroad  a  short  neck  of  woods  juts  out  into 
the  plain ;  so  that  on  our  right  and  left  were  the 
open  field,  while  before  the  line  lay  this  neck  of 
thickly  matted  woods.  Under  its  shelter  the 
enemy  fled,  pursued  by  these  four  regiments  with 
so  much  precipitation  that  both  parties  entered 
the  ditches  beyond  almost  together.  At  the  rail- 
road and  in  these  ditches  a  large  number  of 
prisoners  were  captured  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
among  whom  was  one  colonel  and  several  officers 
of  minor  grade.  A  battery  posted  to  the  left,  on 
a  hill  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  the 
last  ditches  referred  to,  tempted  the  troops  still 
farther  into  the  field,  firing  as  they  advanced 
towards  it  upon  men  and  horses  with  such  effect 
as  to  cause  a  portion  of  the  battery  to  be  with- 
drawn and  the  remainder  to  be  abandoned.  The 
prize  was  virtually  in  the  hands  of  these  gallant 
men,  being  abandoned  and  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  place  where  they  stood ;  but  at  this 
moment  a  heavy  line  of  the  enemy  advanced  on 
our  right  flank, f(learned  since  to  have  been  Gen- 
eral Birney's  division,)  and  seeing  that  all  had 
been  accomplished  which  was  in  the  power  of 
these  men  to  do,  I  communicated  to  them  the 
order  to  retire  to  the  protection  of  the  woods. 
In  the  heat  of  the  contest  these  four  regiments 
may  have  "  gone  too  far,"  but  brave  men  in  that 
important  struggle  feel  that  they  scarcely  went 
far  enough.  Colonel  Atkinson,  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  participating  fully  in  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  charge,  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  above 
the  elbow,  soon  after  entering  the  field,  and  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the*  enemy.  Colonel  Lamar, 
wounded  by  having  a  part  of  one  of  his  fingers 
shot  off,  retired  from  the  ground;  and  Major 
McCarthy  succeeded  to  the  command,  leading  the 
regiment  into  the  open  plain,  assisted  by  Captain 
Peter  Brennan.  Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles,  com- 
manding his  regiment  through  the  entire  fight 
have  the  pleasure  to  state,  did  his  duty,  and  did 
it  well.  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  in  terms 
of  unqualified  praise,  the  heroism  of  Captain 
E.  P.  Lawton,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
brigade,  from  the  beginning  of  the  advance  until 
near  the  close  of  the  fight,  when  he  received^ 
dangerous  wound,  and  was  unavoidably  left  in 
the  open  plain,  where  he  fell.  Cheering  on  the 
men,  leading  this  regiment,  or  restoring  the  line 
of  another,  encouraging  officers,  he  was  every- 
where along  the  whole  line,  the  bravest  among 
the  brave.  Just  as  the  four  regiments  emerged 
from  the  neck  of  woods  referred  to,  his  horse 
was  shot  from  under  him,  and,  in  falling,  so  far 
disabled  him  that  thousands  less  ardent  or  de- 
termined would  have  felt  justified  in  leaving  the 
field ;  but  limping  on,  he  rejoined  the  line  again 
in  their  advance  towards  the  battery,  but  soon 
received  the  wound  with  which  he  fell.  It  is 
gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  record  that  officers 
and  men  generally  behaved  with  the  courage 
characteristic  of  the  southern  soldier,  continuing 
for  the  brigade  a  well-deserved  reputation.  The 
report  of  casualties  will  testify  how  severe  the 


fire  was  through  which  these  brave  men  passed 
in  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  The  Staun- 
ton  artillery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant.  A.  W. 
Garber,  (attached  to  this  brigade,)  at  half  past 
four  o'clock,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  lines,  and  was  actively  engaged  on  the  plain 
about  two  hours,  when  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Garber 
had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him  during  the 
engagement,  but  suffered  no  loss  of  his  men.  I 
am  extremely  gratified  to  mention  that  by  the 
activity  of  Surgeon  George  F.  Cooper,  senior 
surgeon  of  the  brigade,  although  with  limited 
transportation,  our  numerous  wounded  received 
prompt  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  EVANS, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

Official  copy :        S.  HALE, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  FENDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  FENDER'S  BRIGADE,  > 
December  20,  1862.         \ 

Major-General  A.  P.  Hill,  commanding  Light 

Division : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  fight  of  December  thirteenth,'  before  Freder- 
icksburg : 

I  was  placed  in  position  Friday  morning,  early, 
on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division,  in  a  skirt  of 
wood,  where  we  had  no  protection,  nor  could 
have,  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Two  batteries 
were  placed  in  my  front;  the  right  one  com- 
manded by  Captain  Davidson,  who,  I  will  here 
state,  acted  throughout  with  the  greatest  judg- 
ment, coolness,  and  bravery.  Friday  was  taken 
up  by  slight  skirmish  firing,  and  now_and  then  a 
slight  artillery  duel.  Saturday  morning  we  were 
engaged  in  the  same  manner.  In  the  afternoon, 
however,  when  the  enemy  advanced  on  the  right, 
they  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of  artillery 
upon  the  batteries  in  my  front,  playing  upon  them 
from  the  front  and  right,  from  at  least  four  bat- 
teries. This  fire  was  most  destructive  to  my 
men.  At  about  this  time  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers advanced  within  range  of  Captain  David- 
son's battery,  and  kept  up  a  hot  fire  upon  him. 
One  of  their  balls,  at  this  time,  killed  my  aid, 
Lieutenant  Sheppard,  while  he  was  very  gallantly 
and  coolly  trying  to  rally  some  men  who  "had 
broken  on  our  right  and  were  making  to  the  rear. 
These  skirmishers  became  so  annoying  that  addi- 
tional companies  had  to  be  thrown  out,  under  the 
efficient  Major  Cole,  to  drive  them  back,  which 
he  did,  and  held  them  in  check  long  after  his 
ammunition  had  given  out.  Colonel  McElroy, 
with  his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina, 
had  been  placed,  early  in  the  morning,  near  the 
railroad  cut,  and  in  front  of  the  left  battery,  which 
this  day  consisted  of  some  rifle  pieces,  under 
Captain  Latimer  —  as  brave  a  soldier  as  I  ever 
saw  —  to  support  it.  He  was  here  much  exposed, 
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being  far  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  with  his 
left  totally  unprotected,  but  with  the  ravine  of 
Deep  Run  to  cover  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  his  left.  After  the  heat  of  the  action  on  the 
right,  the  enemy  advanced  a  brigade  up  Beep 
Run,  throwing  one  regiment  somewhat  in  ad- 
vance, which  so  sheltered  itself  behind  the  trees 
as  to  get  near  enough  to  take  an  officer  and  fif- 
teen men  of  the  Sixteenth  prisoners,  who  were 
protecting  the  left  flank  of  their  regiment.  This 
left  the  regiment  to  be  raked  by  a  fire  down  the 
railroad  track.  The  Colonel  drew  his  regiment 
back  to  the  ditch  and  held  his  ground,  until  Gen- 
eral Law  sent  forward  two  regiments  to  its  as- 
sistance; these  three  then  charged  the  enemy, 
driving  them  from  the  railroad  cut  and  across  the 
fields,  to  within  a  short  distance  of  their  batteries. 
Owing  to  a  great  many  of  Colonel  McElroy's 


men  not  having  cartridge-boxes,  they  got  out  of 
ammunition ;  but,  getting  into  the  ditch  and  divid- 
ing them,  they  maintained  their  ground.  The 
officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  behaved  through- 
out as  well  as  I  could  have  desired  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  the 
efficiency  of  First  Lieutenant  T.  T.  Kirkland, 
ordnance  officer  and  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Mr.  John  Young,  volunteer  aid- 
cle-cam.p.  These  gentlemen  were  greatly  exposed 
during  the  two  days  we  were  in  advance,  but 
were  always  at  their  post.  In  the  death  of  Lieu- 
tenant Sheppard  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  a 
brave  and  promising  young  officer. 
I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  FENDER, 

Brigadier-General. 


List  of  Casualties  in  Fender's  Brigade. 


REGIMENT. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

AGGREGATE.  1 

Officers. 

I 

• 

! 

I 

Staff     

1* 

l 

37 
54 
45 
19 
14 

7 
4 
1 
2 

4 
8 
2 
2 
1 

26 
40 
42 
15 
13 

Sixteenth  North  Carolina      

•    2 

Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina      .  .  .  .  . 

3 

14 

17 

136 

170 

*  Lieutenant  Sheppard,  aid-de-camp,  killed. 


REPORT   OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON,  COMMAND- 
ING BRIGADE. 

BIVOUAC  ox  RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER,  HEADQUARTERS  ) 

SECOND  BRIGADE,  A.  P.  HILL'S  LIGHT  DIVISION,  > 

December  22,  1862.     ) 

Major  E.  C.  Morgan,  A.  A.  O. : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
enclosed  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders 
of  this  brigade.  After  the  unfortunate  fall  of 
Brigadier-General  Maxcy  Gregg,  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Second  brigade.  I  have  but  little 
to  add  to  my  report  as  regimental  commander  of 
the  'First  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
beyond  mentioning  that,  so  soon  as  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  w'as  in  command  of  General  Gregg's 
brigade,  I  mounted  a  horse  standing  near  and 
rode  down  the  lines,  informing  the  commanders 
of  regiments  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  cautioning  the  soldiers  of  the  brigade 
to  remain  quiet  and  steady  under  the  severe  fire 
of  shells,  which  were  falling  along  the  line  which 
we  occupied ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  their 
courage  and  steadiness  were  of  the  highest  char- 
acter. The  brigade,  except  my  own  regiment, 
First  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Orr's  rifle 


regiment,  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy,  as 
they  retired  under  the  fire  from  my  own  regi- 
ment, no  doubt  accelerated  by  their  finding  them- 
selves at  the  mercy  of  the  Second  brigade,  which 
had  faced  about,  and,  in  an  advance  a  few  yards 
beyond,  their  entire  flank  would  have  been  ex- 
posed to  a  severe  and  raking  fire.  Brigadier- 
General  Paxton's  brigade  came  up  after  I  had 
driven  the  enemy  off;  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
they  were  engaged  at  all  with  them  at  or  near 
my  position.  I  understand  that  General  Early's 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Walker, 
passed  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade,  and 
marched  to  the  front ;  but,  as  I  was  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade  at  this  time,  and  in  thick  woods, 
I  did  not  see  it  myself.  .  Shortly  after  this,  by 
order  from  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walker's 
brigade,  and  found  him  occupying  the  line  of  the 
railroad.  The  enemy  were  drawn  out  in  line  of 
battle  some  six  hundred  yards  distant  from  the 
railroad,  but,  beyond  advancing  their  skirmishers, 
made  no  fonvard  movement.  At  dark  an  order 
came  from  Lieutenant- General  Jackson,  ordering 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  I  accordingly  ad 
vanced  to  the  railroad,  which  I  still  found  held 
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by  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  who  had  received 
no  such  order,  as  Colonel  Walker  informed  me. 
Shortly  after  my  reaching  the  railroad,  a  mes- 
sage was  sent  to  me,  through  Colonel  McGowan, 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  regiment,  from  one 
of  Lieutenant-General  Jackson's  staff,  counter- 
manding the  order  for  a  general  advance  of  the 
line.  I  accordingly  marched  the  brigade  back  to 
the  position  which  it  had  held  during  the  day, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  Ser- 
geant Pratt,  Company  B,  Orr's  regiment  rifles, 
who  had  rallied  a  squad  of  his  company  after  his 
regiment  had  been  broken  and  driven  off'  by  the 
enemy,  and  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  assign 
him  a  position,  which  I  did,  on  the  right  of  my 
own  regiment.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred 
after  this  day's  (thirteenth)  engagement.  The 
brigade  suffered  severely,  considering  that  only 
two  regiments  were  actually  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  sixty-three,  have  been 
already  forwarded  to  you. 
I  am,  Major, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTON, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  ARCHER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARCHER'S  BRIGADE, 
A.  P.  HILL'S  LIGHT  DIVISION, 
December  20,  1802. 

To   Major  It.   C.  Morgan,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Light  Division: 
MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  rny  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

On  arriving  from  sick  leave  Saturday  morning, 
I  found  my  brigade  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  wood 
before  Bernard's  house,  overlooking  the  plain 
through  which  the  railroad  and  Bowling  Green 
turnpike  pass,  the  former  at  a  distance  from  my 
front  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the 
latter  of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  my  left 
resting  where  the  wood  extends  forward  to  the 
front  to  a  point  beyond  the  railroad.  General 
Lane's  brigade  was  on  my  left,  with  an  interval 
of  about  six  hundred  yards  between  us,  while 
(as  I  was  informed)  General  Gregg's  brigade  was 
immediately  behind  the  interval,  close  enough  to 
prevent  my  being  flanked.  On  my  right  I  found 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  with  fifteen  pieces 
of  light  artillery,  supported  by  Colonel  Brocken- 
brough's  brigade.  As  the  fog  cleared  away,  the 
enemy  was  seen  advancing  from  the  Bowling 
Green  road,  and  a  little  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M. 
several  batteries  were  brought  forward  and  placed 
in  position  about  one  thousand  yards  from  us, 
which  were  fired  on  by  some  of  our  batteries,  far 
oft'  to  the  right,  and  with  which  they  carried  on 
a  brisk  exchange  of  shots  for  about  an  hour,  occa- 
sionally throwing  shell  into  the  wood  where  I  was 
posted.  About  half  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  they 
turned  all  their  guns  on  our  position,  and,  after 
thirty  or  forty  minutes'  severe  shelling,  their  lines 
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of  infantry  formed,  and  advanced  rapidly  to  the 
attack.  When  they  had  arrived  near  enough,  I 
perceived  them  massing  in  front  of  and  entering 
the  point  of  wood  which  I  have  before  mentioned 
as  projecting  on  my  left,  beyond  the  railroad,  ancb 
immediately  sent  my  ordnance  officer,  Lieuten-j 
ant  Lemmon,  to  warn  General  Gregg  that  it  was* 
time  for  him  to  move  forward  into  the  interval 
between  Lane's  and  my  brigade,  to  prevent  my 
being  flanked.  Shortly  after,  fearing  that  Gen- 
eral Gregg  might  be  too  late,  I  drew  out  the 
right  battalion  (Fifth  Alabama)  and  ofdered  it  to 
the  left.  When  the  enemy  in  my  front  arrived 
near  the  railroad,  my  brigade  opened  a  rapid  and 
destructive  fire  upon  them,  which  soon  checked 
their  career,  and  forced  them  to  retire  and  take 
shelter  in  the  railroad  track,  from  which  they 
kept  up  a  desultory  fire  upon  our  line.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  column  which  had  entered  the 
point  of  wood  on  my  left  succeeded  in  passing 
round  my  left  flank,  and  attacked  the  Nineteenth 
Georgia  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  in  rear  and 
flank.  These  regiments  were  compelled  to  retire, 
leaving  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners 
in  the  enemy's  hands.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Seventh  Tennessee  also,  seeing  the  regiments  on 
their  left  give  way,  and  hearing  the  cry  that  the 
enemy  was  in  their  rear,  left  the  trenches  in  dis- 
order. The  First  Tennessee,  together  with  Lieu- 
tenants Timberlake,  Foster,  Wilmouth,  and  Baird, 
of  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  and  a  portion  of  the 
latter  regiment,  held  its  ground  gallantly,  and, 
after  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  charged, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  (Col.  Turney 
having  been  severely  wounded  early  in  the  ac- 
tion,) across  the  railroad  track,  with  Colonel 
Hoke's  brigade,  of  Early's  division,  and  returned 
to  its  original  position  when  the  charge  was  over. 

The  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  which  I  had  sent 
from  the  right  to  aid  in  opposing  the  enemy  on 
the  left,  discharged  their  duty  faithfully,  first 
under  Major  Vandegraff,  and,  after  he  was 
wounded,  under  Captain  Stewart. 

After  sending  Lieutenant  Lemmon",  I  also  sent 
my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  to  explain 
the  urgency  of  the  case  to  General  Gregg,  and  to 
bring  down  another  brigade  in  support  of  my 
front,  which,  although  not  then  pressed  in  front, 
had  nearly  exhausted  its  ammunition. 

General  Gregg's  and  Lawton's  brigades  and 
the  Fifth  Alabama  battalion  drove  back  the 
enemy,  who  had  passed  my  flank,  and  Colonel 
Hoke,  in  command  of  Trimble's  brigade,  came 
down  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  my  original  posi- 
tion, which  I  still  maintained  with  the  right  of 
my  brigade,. but  with  empty  rifles  and  cartridge- 
boxes.  The  whole  line  then,  charged  over  the 
field  beyond  the  railroad.  When  it  returned  to 
the  edge  of  the  wood  I  drew  back  my  troops 
about  thirty  yards,  re-formed  my  brigade,  and 
remained  in  support  of  the  front  line,  (Hoke's 
brigade,  which  had  relieved  me  in  the  trenches.) 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  attack 
along  my  whole  front  was  gallantly  and  success- 
fully repelled  by  my  brigade-.  No  enemy  ever 
arrived  within  fifty  yards  of  my  front,  and  even 
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after  my  left  was  broken  by  the  attack  in  rear  and 
flank,  the  enemy  in  front  had  been  so  sharply 
repulsed  that  he"  did  not  venture  to  come  again. 
Officers  and  men  generally  acted  with  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Z.  C.  Gunn,  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
fell  in  the  most  gallant  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchins,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Georgia,  mentions  particularly  the  good 
conduct  of  Captain  Mabry,  Lieutenants  W.  H. 
Johnson  and  M.  Edwards,  Sergeant  Shell,  and 
Corporal  Rogan. 

Lieutenants  O.  H.  Thomas  and  George  Lem- 
mon,  of  my  staff,  rendered  me  gallant  and  effi- 
cient service  throughout  the  action. 

My  loss  in  the  action  was  forty  killed,  two 
hundred  and  eleven  wounded,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  missing,  supposed  to  have  been 
captured. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  Turney, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George,  and  Major  Buchanan, 
of  the  First  Tennessee  ;  Captain  Turney,  the 
senior  captain  of  the  First  Tennessee  ;  Major 
Neil,  of 'the  Nineteenth  Georgia;  Major  Vande- 
graff,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  and  Mr. 
Frank1  Wotten,  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff,  the 
latter  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ARCHER, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LANE. 

HEADQUARTERS  LANE'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  23,  1862.      $ 

Major  S.  C.  Morgan,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the 
late  engagement  before  Fredericksburg : 

At  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  we  left  our  bivouac  and  took  the  position 
assigned  us  on  the  railroad,  my  right  being  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
small  piece  of  woods  beyond  the  track,  and  my 
left  resting  on  a  dirt  road,  which  crosses  the  rail- 
road near  the  point  where  it  makes  a  bend.  Sev- 
eral batteries  were  to  my  left  and  rear,  and  Gen- 
eral Fender  some  distance  farther  back,  my  left 
nearly  covering  his  right.  When  I  had  made 
this  disposition  of  my  command,  I  rode  to  the 
right  of  General  Archer's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  in  the  woods  some  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  railroad,  and  informed  Colonel  Turney, 
who  was  at  that  time  commanding,  that  there 
was  an  open  space  between  us  of  about  six 
hundred  yards.  I  also  informed  General  Gregg 
of  this  opening ;  his  command,  which  was  to  have 
been  my  support,  being  on  the  military  road  op- 
posite this  opening,  and  some  five  or  six  hundred 
yards  from  the  railroad.  '  I  subsequently  met 
General  A.  P.  Hill,  and  spoke  to  him  of  our  rel- 
ative positions. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  Friday  and 
Friday  night.  Saturday  morning,  I  ordered  the 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  regiments  beyond  the 
railroad  to  support  three  batteries,  which  had 
been  placed  on  a  hill  immediately  in  their  front. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  at  once  approached  the 
captain  of  one  of  these  batteries,  told  him  he 
would  insure  its  safety  against  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  capture  it,  and  that  he  must 
let  him  know  when  he  wished  him  to  move  to  the 
front.  As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  heavy  skirmish- 
ing commenced  along  my  whole  line,  and  the 
enemy  were  seen  advancing.  Our  skirmishers, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Turner's  company, 
on  the  left,  fell  back.  The  batteries,  just  alluded 
to,  then  opened,  with  telling  effect,  and  checked 
their  advance.  During  this  firing  Captain  Tur- 
ner withdrew  his  company,  as  his  men  were 
suffering,  and  rejoined  his  regiment.  Several 
pieces  of  the  artillery,  after  firing  a  few  rounds, 
hurried  from  the  field,  saying  they  were  "  choked." 
On  intimation,  from  one  of  the  captains  of  the 
batteries,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill  promptly  moved 
his  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  and  delivered  a  volley  at  the  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  in  range;  the  artillery  all 
limbering  up  and  driving  to  the  rear.  The 
Seventh  and  Eighteenth  both  suffered  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  and,  at  times,  from  their 
sharpshooters.  About  two  hours  later  the  enemy 
advanced  in  strong  force  across  the  open  field  to 
the  right  of  my  front.  Colonel  Barber,  his  regi- 
ment being  on  the  right,  informed  me,  through 
Adjutant  Oates,  of  the  advance,  and  wished  to 
know  what  he  must  do  should  he  be  flanked.  On 
being  ordered  to  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, he  deflected  his.  three  right  companies,  and 
formed  them  to  the  rear  at  right  angles  to  the 
track.  I  at  once  sent  my  courier,  Mr.  Shepperd, 
to  inform  General  A.  P.  Hill  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  force  upon  the  opening,  Captain 
Hawks  having  been  previously  sent  to  apprise 
him  that  their  skirmishers  were  in  front  of  the 
same.  Eight  regiments  were  seen  to  pass  to 
my  right,  and  another  to  move  "by  the  right 
flank  by  file  left"  between  the  same  body  of 
woods  and  the  fence  beyond  the  track.  This  last 
regiment  then  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  opened 
fire  upon  my  right.  The  three  right  companies 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  became  hotly  engaged,  and 
General  Gregg's  command  was  soon  after  en- 
countered on  the  military  road.  Although  our 
right  was  turned  by  such  a  large  force,  our  posi- 
tion was  deemed  too  important  to  be  given  up 
without  a  blow ;  and  nobly  did  both  officers  and 
men  await  the  approach  of  another  large  force 
along  our  entire  front.  As  this  force  was  con- 
cealed from  the  Thirty-third,  Eighteenth,  and 
Seventh  regiments  by  the  hill,  about  forty  yards 
beyond  the  track,  they  were  cautioned  to  reserve 
their  fire.  The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh, 
however,  had  open,  level  ground  in  their  front, 
and,  when  the  enemy  had  gotten  within  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  our  line,  they  opened 
a  terrific  and  deadly  fire  upon  them,  repulsing 
their  first  and  second  lines,  and  checking  the 
third.  These  two  regiments  were  subjected  not 
only  to  a  direct,  but  to  right  and  left  Cblique  fires, 
that  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  behind  the  hill, 
nearest  the  Twenty-eighth,  firing  upon  them.  As 
soon  as  the  right  of  my  command  became  en- 
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gaged  with  such  an  overwhelming  force,  I  de- 
spatched Captain  Hawks  to  General  Gregg  for 
reenforcements,  with  instructions,  if  he  was  un- 
able to  send  them,  to  apply  to  General  Thomas, 
or  anybody  else  whom  he  might  see  in  command 
of  troops,  for  assistance.  My  whole  command 
held  their  ground  until  the  Twenty-eighth  and 
Thirty-seventh  had  fired  away  not  only  their  own 
ammunition,  but  that  of  their  dead  and  wounded, 
which,  in  some  cases,  was  handed  to  them  by 
their  officers.  When  these  two  regiments  had 
ceased  firing,  the  enemy,  in  column,  doubled  on 
the  centre,  bore  down  in  mass  from  behind  the  hill 
upon  the  left  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  right  of 
the  Thirty-third,  and  the  •'  power  of  numbers  " 
forced  them  entirely  across  the  railroad.  The 
Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh,  being  tianke-d 
right  and  left,  fell  back  in  an  orderly  manner, 
and  were  resupplied  with  ammunition.  A  well- 
directed  volley  from  the  Thirty-third  checked  the 
enemy  for  a  time,  and  Colonel  Avery  ordered  a 
charge ;  but,  being  unsupported  on  his  right,  he 
countermanded  the  order,  and  withdrew  his  regi- 
ment into  the  woods,  about  seventy-five  yards 
from  the  railroad.  The  Eighteenth  regiment 
then  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards,  the 
right  companies  firing  into  the  foe  until  he  reached 
the  woods  in  the  pursuit.  The  Seventh,  being  on 
the  left,  fell  back  about  fifty  yards,  in  perfect 
order.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  engage- 
ment the  enemy's  artillery  played  upon  the  woods 
in  our  rear.  While  awaiting  reenforcements,  I 
sent  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Lane,  to  the  left,  to  tell 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill,  if  he  could  possibly  be 
spared,  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  my  right,  as 
it  was  heavily  pressed.  The  right,  however,  was 
forced  to  fall  back  before  the  order  could  be  de- 
livered. General  Thomas  came  to  my  assistance, 
but  too  late  to  save  my  line.  He  encountered 
the  enemy  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  drove  them 
back,  and,  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Seventh  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade  on  his  left,  chased  them  to 
their  first  position.  The  Thirty-third,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders,  held  the  position  in  the  woods 
to  which  it  had  fallen  back,  until  I  could  move  up 
the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-seventh,  when  all 
again  resumed  their  positions  on  the  railroad. 
That  night  the  whole  brigade  was  aligned  on  the 
track,  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  prepara- 
tory to  a  general  advance.  After  this  order  was 
countermanded,  my  command  rested  on  their 
arms  until  morning,  when,  having  already  been 
on  duty  upwards  of  forty-eight  hours,  there  was 
heavy  skirmishing  along  my  whole  front  —  a 
number  of  men  being  killed  and  wounded.  We 
formed  a  portion  of  the  second  line  on  Monday, 
and,  as  we  occupied  an  exposed  position,  the  men 
soon  constructed  a  very  good  temporary  breast- 
work of  logs,  brush,  and  dirt,  behind  which  they 
rested  until  Tuesday  morning,  when  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  all  recrossed  the  Rap- 
pahannock. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gal- 
lantry of  Colonels  Avery,  Barber,  Lowe,  and 
Purdie,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hill.  They  all 
commanded  their  regiments  with  bravery,  and  to 


my  entire  satisfaction.  Colonel  Purdie  was 
slightly  wonnded.  Colonel  Barber  received  a 
painful  wound  in  the  neck,  which,  for  a  time, 
paralyzed  his  right  arm,  but  he  reported  for  duty 
again  on  Tuesday. 

The  other  officers,  both  field  and  company, 
generally  discharged  their  duties  well. 

Colonel  Avery  alludes  in  high  terms  to  the 
efficiency  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan.  Colonel 
Purdie,  in  his  report,  makes  an  unenviable  allu- 
fijpn  to  one  of  his  officers,  name  not  given. 

The  Yankee  wretches  dragged  Lieutenant  J. 
W.  Peters,  Company  C,  Thirty-seventh  regiment, 
some  distance  by  the  legs,  after  he  had  been 
wounded  in  the  head  and  leg. 

The  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty- 
seventh  fought  like  brave  men,  long  and  well, 
while  those  of  the  other  regiments  calmly  held 
their  positions  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  one 
of  the  most  trying  positions  in  which  soldiers  can 
be  placed. 

I  cannot  refrain  making  special  allusion  to  our 
conscripts,  many  of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the 
first  time.  They  proved  themselves  worthy  ac- 
cessions to  a  brigade  which  has  borne  itself  well 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  last  eight  months. 

Captain  F.  T.  Hawks,  the  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Lieutenant  Oscar  Lane,  my  aid,  and 
private  James  W.  Shepperd,  my  courier,  were 
of  great  assistance  to  me  throughout  the  fight, 
often  carrying  orders  and  messages  for  me  under 
the  hottest  fire. 

Our  ambulance  corps  was  very  efficient,  and  re- 
moved our  wounded  rapidly.  Lieutenant  James 
A.  Bryan,  ordnance  officer^  was  untiring  in  his 
exertions  to  keep  the  command  supplied  with 
ammunition. 

Our  loss  in  officers  was  two  killed,  twenty -five 
wrounded,  and  five  prisoners  ;  enlisted  men,  sixty 
killed,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  wounded, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-three  prisoners,  and 
twenty-eight  missing  —  an  aggregate  of  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  'OF  COLONEL  BROCKENBROUGH, 
COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIELD'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
December  til,  1802.     j 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battle  near  Fredericksburg  : 

Stationed  upon  the  extreme  right  of  our  divis- 
ion, we  remained  in  this  position  until  the  concen- 
trated forces  of  the  enemy  passed  through  a  gap 
in,  and  reached  the  rear  of,  our  lines.  There 
being  no  enemy  in  our  immediate  front,  and  re- 
enforcements  being  called  for,  I  withdrew  my 
command  from  its  first  position,  and  hurried  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  the  point  indicated.  We 
moved  up  by  the  left  flank,  and  so  urgent  and 
repeated  were  the  calls  for  reenforcements  that 
my  two  leading  regiments,  viz.,  Forty-seventh 
Virginia,  Colonel  Mayo,  and  the  Twenty-second 
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battalion,  Colonel  Tayloe,  the  only  regiments 
actively  engaged,  advanced  in  a  run,  separated 
themselves  from  the  brigade,  passed  well  to  the 
left,  and  encountered  the  enemy  in  rear  of  our 
front  lines,  about  midway  between  Generals 
Archer  and  Lane.  Firing  one  volley  into  their 
left  flank  and  charging  them  with  a  yell,  they  fled 
precipitately  to  the  shelter  of  the  railroad  cut. 
Here  they  rallied  and  made  a  short  stand,  but 
being  joined  by  a  Georgia  brigade,  (Lawton's,  I 
believe,)  we  made  a  second  charge,  which  drove 
them  from  the  railroad.  Here  the  men  were  or- 
dered to  halt ;  but  such  was  their  impetuosity  that 
much  the  larger  portion  of  these  two  regiments 
advanced  to  the  position  which  had  been  occupied 
by  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  they  found 
deserted.  Being  unsupported,  they  were,  of 
course,  compelled  to  retreat,  which  was  done 
under  the  most  galling  fire  of  grape,  canister, 
and  minie  balls. 

The  fact  that  only  two  regiments  were  actively 
engaged  was  accidental  and  unavoidable.  The 
woods  through  which  we  passed  being  dense  and 
filled  with  troops,  the  rapid  run  of  the  leading 
regiments  soon  separated  them  from  the  brigade, 
and,  while  they  passed  well  around  to  the  left, 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade  only  marched  by 
direct  line  to  General  Archer's  left,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  flanked.  Driving  the  enemy  from 
the  woods  was  a  task  of  short  duration,  and  the 
troops  engaged  were  completely  successful  in 
driving  back  the  enemy  before  the  remaining 
regiments,  a  few  minutes  behind  them,  could 
come  to  their  assistance. 

D.uring  the  fight  several  of  the  enemy's  mount- 
ed officers  were  shot  down,  and  the  colors  of  one 
regiment  were  seen  to  fall  four  times. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the 
good  conduct  of  Colonels  Mayo  and  Tayloe,  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

The  valor  and  daring  of  the  men  were  unprece- 
dented. Many  of  them  were  fighting  in  sight 
of,  their  homes,  and  seemed  determined  to  drive 
back  the  enemy  at  all  hazards. 

Our  loss  was  considerable,  being  about  twenty 
per  cent,  of  the  troops  actively  engaged. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BROCKENBROTJGH, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

A 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  THOMAS. 

HEADQDARTERS  THOMAS'S  BRIGADE, 
GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL'S  DIVISION 
December  20,  1862. 

Major  It.  C.  Morgan,  A.  A.  G. : 

MAJOR:  On  Friday,  December  twelve,  1862, 
according  to  orders  from  Major-General  Hill,  this 
brigade  left  its  camp  near  Mr.  John  Alsop's 
house,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  was  directed  to  take  position  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  military  road,  with  orders  to  support 
General  Fender,  who  occupied  the  front  and  left 
of  the  division.  The  remainder  of  the  day  and 
the  succeeding  night  passed  without  any  change 
in  position. 


About  midday  of  December  thirteenth,  orders 
were  received  from  Major-General  Hill  to  render 
assistance  and  support  to  any  part  of  the  front 
line  requiring  it.  Soon  after  which,  an  officer  of  • 
General  Lane's  staff  brought  information  that  his 
brigade  was  hard  pressed  by  overwhelming  num- 
bers. I  immediately  advanced  my  brigade  down 
the  road :  being  unable,  on  account  of  the  density 
of  the  undergrowth,  to  advance  in  line,  the  bri- 
gade moved  by  the  flank  until  near  the  scene  of 
action,  when  the  regiments  were  thrown  into  line 
of  battle  and  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  who, 
at  this  time,  had  advanced  into  the  wroods.  Their 
advance  was  checked  there,  and,  after  a  stubborn 
resistance,  this  brigade  charged  them,  driving 
them  through  the  field  and  completely  routing 
them.  We  pursued  for  same  distance  across  the 
railroad,  when,  seeing  no  support  either  on  the 
right  or  left,  and  ray  ammunition  being  reported 
to  be  well  nigh  exhausted,  I  concluded  to  fall 
back  to  the  railroad.  Forming,  at  this  place,  the 
front  line,  I  determined  to  hold  the  position ;  at 
the  same  time,  sending  word  to  Colonel  Pencil e- 
ton,  commanding  brigade,  that  I  was  deficient  in 
ammunition,  and  requesting  him  to  be  in  sup- 
porting distance.  The  brigade  bivouacked  that 
night  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  throwing  out 
pickets* on  the  railroad,  and  were  relieved  early 
the  next  morning  by  Colonel  Warren's  brigade, 
and  placed  m  reserve. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved 
with  a  gallantry  highly  commendable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  R.  JONES. 

HEADQUARTERS  JONES'S  BRIGADE,     ) 
December  20,  1802.  \ 

To  Captain  Taliaferro,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  the  obedience  to  orders  from 
division  headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 
in  the  recent  battle  at  Fredericksburg  : 

I  reached  the  ground  on  Friday  evening,  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  reserved  line.  On 
Saturday  morning,  thirteenth  instant,  I  was  di- 
rected to  change  my  position  to  the  left  and  far- 
ther to  the  front,  but  still  occupying  a  portion 
in  the  reserve.  My  position  subjected  me  to 
some  annoyance  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy, 
one  of  which  severely  wounded  the  adjutant  of 
the  Forty-second  Virginia  regiment.  About  the 
middle  of  the  day  the  musketry  opened,  when  I 
was  still  farther  advanced  to  within  musketry 
range  of  the  enemy.  The  front  line  not  requir- 
ing support,  I  remained  in  this  position  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  In  obedience  to  orders,  I 
advanced  at  dawn  next  morning  to  the  front, 
relieving  Brigadier-General  Lane.  My  command 
moved  to  this  position  under  a  heavy  musketry 
fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  in  which  I 
had  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  The 
completeness  of  the  victory  of  Saturday  not  being 
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known,  officers  and  men  expected  soon  to  be 
engaged  with  the  enemy  in  force  ;  and  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  all  were  anxious  for 
the  encounter,  and  manifested  a  feeling  of  disap- 
pointment as  the  day  passed  on  and  no  signs  of 
an  advance  were  given  by  the  enemy.  A  brisk 
skirmish  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  in  which 
I  sustained  a  loss  of  thirty-seven  officers  and 
men  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  former 
were  Captain  Ames,  Company  C,  Twenty-first  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Swoops,  Company 
E.  Twenty-first  Virginia  regiment,  both  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  The  fighting 
was  necessary  to  keep  the  sharpshooters  from 
occupying  the  crest  which  commanded  our  line. 

Where  all  behaved  coolly,  gallantly,  and  equally 
well,  I  can  speak  of  none  in  particular.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  gallant  little  brigade  which  has 
fought  so  gallantly  and  lost  so  heavily  in  the 
great  battles  of  the  past  summer  and  fall,  was 
ready  to  do  its  duty  and  bear  its  part  in  making 
the  shortest  and  most  direct  route  to  Richmond 
a  hard  road  to  travel. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  JONES, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  PENDLETON,  COMMAND- 
ING BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  STARKE'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
CAMP  NEAR  FRKDERICKSBURG,  Dec.  19,  1802.     \ 

Captain  W.  T.  Taliaferro,  A.  A.  General  Jack- 
son's Division  : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  the  circular  order 
of  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  of  this 
date,  requiring  reports  from  commanders  of  bri- 
gades of  the  participation  of  their  respective 
commands  in  the  late  operations  around  Freder- 
icksburg,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  therein  by  the  brigade 
under  my  command  : 

Having  previously  cooked  three  days'  rations, 
on  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  instant,  at  early 
dawn,  we  marched  from  our  camp,  near  Guineas 
Depot,  for  the  scene  of  the  late  engagement. 
The  brigade  under  my  command,  soon  after  its 
arrival  on  the  ground,  about  two  P.  M.,  took  its 
position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of 
the  right  wing,  in  rear  of  and  supporting  Thom- 
as's brigade  in  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division. 
In  this  position  we  remained  until  Saturday  morn- 
ing, the  thirteenth,  when  wre  were  ordered  to  take 
a  different  position,  to  our  left  and  rear.  Here 
we  remained  inactive,  awaiting  the  progress  of 
events,  until  half  past  one  P.  M.,  when  a  rapid 
and  continued  fire  of  musketry  in  our  front  indi- 
cated that  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  attack  our 
front  line,  and  we  moved  forward  in  close  sup- 
porting distance  of  General  Thomas,  to  whose 
relief  I  was  ordered  to  go  in  case  he  desired  my 
assistance.  It  was  not  until  about  four  P.  M.  that 
I  received  a  message  from  General  Thomas  in- 
forming me  that  he  had  driven  the  enemy  back, 
but  had  only  three  rounds  of  ammunition,  and 
wished  me  to  move  up  close  enough  to  charge  the 
enemy  in  conjunction  with  him  so  soon  as  he 


should  be  again  engaged.  In  accordance  with 
this  request,  I  again  moved  my  command  forward 
to  within  eighty  paces  of  the  line  held  by  General 
Thomas,  with  unflinching  determination,  and, 
having  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  to  avoid 
the  desultory  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
awaited  the  signal  for  the  onset.  But  the  enemy 
having  failed  to  renew  the  attack,  as  was  antici- 
pated, I  was  not  called  on.  Just  when  it  began 
to  grow  dark,  I  received  the  order  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson  for  a  general  advance  between 
sunset  and  dark,  and  commenced  the  execution 
of  it  by  moving  forward  ;  but  finding  that  the 
troops  in  front  of  me  were  not  in  motion,  I 
ordered  a  halt.  Shortly  afterwards  the  order 
was  countermanded,  and  I  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

At  half  past  three  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  I  was  ordered  to  relieve  General 
Fender  on  our  advance  line,  and  immediately 
did  so. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Carrington,  stationed 
in  front  of  my  left,  reported  to  me  for  orders, 
and  was  directed  not  to  open  unless  the  enemy 
threatened  us  with  an  attack,  as  he  would  thereby 
attract  upon  us  the  cross-fire  of  three  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  from  which  the  ground  afforded  us  no 
protection  whatever.  Such,  I  was  informed  by 
General  Fender,  had  been  the  case  the  day  pre- 
vious. From  misapprehension  or  some  other 
cause  unknown  to  me,  so  soon  as  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  to  be  in  motion  at  the  dis- 
tance of  apparently  a  mile,  Captain  Carrington 
opened  upon  his  column  with  rifle  pieces,  and 
the  consequence  which  I  had  foreseen  immediately 
ensued,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  ten  or  twelve 
wounded,  with  little  advantage  to  our  side. 

About  ten  A.  M.  I  was  ordered  to  throw  m> 
command  forward  in  the  field  about  three  hun 
dred  yards,  and  occupy  the  line  of  the  railroad, 
beyond  which  I  had  already  posted  my  line  of- 
skirmishers  before  daylight.  Moving  in  a  cir- 
cuitous route  by  the  right  flank,  so  as  to  screeu 
the  movement  as  much  as  possible  from  the  ob- 
servation and  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  occupy  the  new  position 
assigned  to  me,  though  I  found  it  impossible  of 
accomplishment  without  the  loss  of  several  men 
wounded,  one  or  more  fatally.  In  moving  four 
of  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  from  the  rail- 
road, under  an  order  subsequently  received  to 
throw  them  back  in  a  line  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  the  railroad,  I  again  sustained  a  slight  loss 
from  the  same  cause.  The  skirmishers  thrown 
out  along  my  front  kept  up  a  brisk  and  well- 
directed  fire  during  the  whole  day,  (twice  ex- 
hausting their  ammunition,)  and,  as  was  ascer- 
tained by  actual  observation  during  the  presence 
of  the  flag  of  truce  in  the  afternoon,  with  fatal 
effect  on  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  contrary  to  all 
expectation,  having  failed  to  advance  or  renew 
his  attack  during  the  day,  we  quietly  bivouacked 
in  our  position  for  the  night,  and  being  relieved 
at  four  A.  M.,  on  the  fifteenth,  by  the  division  of 
Major-General  1).  H.  Hill,  retired  to  the  line  of 
the  reserve,  which  we  occupied  until  it  was  ascer- 
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tained  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  abandoned 
the  field  and  recrossed  'the  Rappahannock. 

Although  my  command  was  not  at  any  time 
closely  engaged,  it  was  three  times  subjected  to 
a  sharp  fire,  and  was,  throughout  the  days  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  in  constant  expectation 
of  being  brought  into  action.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances every  man  remained  firm  at  his  post ; 
not  a  straggler  was  to  be  seen  leaving  the  ranks, 
and  all  evinced  a  commendable  eagerness  to 
engage  the  enemy,  which  needed  only  opportu- 
nity to  ripen  into  the  gallantry  heretofore  so 
conspicuous  in  the  troops  from  Louisiana.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Nolan,  commanding  the  First  Lou- 
isiana regiment;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goodwin, 
commanding  the  Fifteenth  ;  Major  Grogan,  com- 
manding the  second ;  Major  Leggett,  command- 
ing the  Tenth,  and  Captain  Verlander,  command- 
ing the  Fourteenth,  —  are  deserving  of  my  espe- 
cial commendation  for  the  coolness  and  skill  with 
which  they  commanded  their  respective  regiments, 
and  the  promptness  and  energy  with  which  they 
executed  every  order.  I  shouid  entirely  fail  in 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  advert  also  to  the  valuable 
assistance  rendered  to  me  by  First  Lieutenant 
Thomas  L.  Mills,  of  the  Tenth  Louisiana,  who 
tendered  me  his  services  as  aid-de-camp  for  the 
occasion.  His  promptness  and  untiring  activity 
in  conveying  my  orders,  although  frequently  ex- 
posed, are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  mention  him  as  eminently  deserving 
of  promotion.  The  casualties  of  my  brigade  have 
been  heretofore  reported  at  two  killed  and  thirty- 
five  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDMOND  PENDLETON. 

Col.  Fifteenth  Louisiana  Regiment,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WALTON. 
HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  WASHINGTON  ARTIL-  ) 

LERY,  NEAR   FREDERICKSBURG,  Dec.  20,  1802.  \ 

To  Major  G.   M.  Sorrel,   A.  A.  General  First 

Corps,  A.  N.  V.  : 

MAJOR:  In  conformity  to  circular  order  of 
eighteenth  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  bat- 
talion Washington  artillery,  of  New  Orleans, 
under  my  command,  in  the  battles  of  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  instants,  near  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  The  signal  guns  fired  at  four  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant, 
aroused  my  camp,  and  gave  notice  that  the  enemy 
was  in  motion.  Immediately  the  batteries  of  the 
First,  Third,  and  Fourth  companies  (consisting 
of  two  three-inch  rifles  and  one  ten-pounder  Par- 
rot gun,  under  Captain  Squiers,  Lieutenants  Gal- 
braith  and  Brown,  first  company;  two  twelve- 
pounder  light  Napoleon  guns,  under  Captain 
Miller  and  Lieutenant  McElroy,  third  company ; 
and  two  twelve-pounder  howitzers  and  two  twelve- 
pounder  light  Napoleon  guns,  under  Captain 
Eshleman,  Lieutenants  Norcom,  Battles,  and 
Apps,  fourth  company)  were  placed  in  position  in 
the  redoubts  on  the  hill  back  of  the  town,  known 


as  "  Marye's  Hill,"  extending  from  the  Telegraph 
road  to  the  plank  road.  Notwithstanding  the 
dense  fog,  which  enveloped  the  country  around, 
and  completely  hid  from  view  the  town  and  river 
banks,  the  enemy,  at  about  seven  o'clock  A.  M., 
opened  upon  the  town  a  tremendous  fire  from 
his  numerous  batteries,  which  lined  the  Stafford 
shore,  to  cover  his  crossing.  This  cannonad- 
ing he  continued  during  the  day,  with  but  little 
intermission,  and  without  any  response  from 
my  batteries.  The  command  bivouacked  for  the 
night  in  the  works,  beside  their  guns.  The  next 
morning,  twelfth  instant,  the  fog  was  again  ex- 
ceedingly heavy.  At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  it  had 
raised  sufficiently  for  us  to  discern  the  hills  op- 
posite the  city,  densely  covered  with  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  artillery.  At  twenty  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  p.  M.  a  heavy  column  was  observed  near 
the  gas  works,  below  the  town,  upon  which  my 
batteries  immediately  opened  a  well-directed  and 
destructive  fire,  causing  the  enemy  to  break  and 
run  for  cover.  During  this  firing,  the  enemy's 
heavy  batteries  (across  the  river)  opened  upon  us 
with  shell  and  shot,  disregarding  which,  my  men 
steadily  worked  their  guns  without  replying. 
After  about  ten  minutes,  having  dispersed  the 
column,  my  batteries  ceased  firing,  and  continued 
to  receive  in  silence  the  continued  fire  of  the 
enemy.  Another  night,  passed  by  the  officers 
and  .men  beside  their  guns,  brings  us  to  the 
memorable  thirteenth  December.  At  half  past 
twelve  o'clock  P.  M.  the  enemy  was  observed,  in 
force,  moving  down  upon  our  position  through 
the  streets  of  the  town.  Everything  being  in 
readiness,  fire  was  immediately  opened  from  all 
my  batteries,  at  once  halting  and  breaking  his 
first  advance.  Again  they  emerged  in  greater 
force,  and,  apparently,  with  much  steadiness. 
Gaining  the  crest  of  an  elevated  piece  of  ground 
in  our  front,  he  opened  upon  our  position  a  gall- 
ing fire  of  musketry,  and  of  artillery  from  the 
hills  beyond.  The  brigade  of  General  Cobb,  in 
front  of  my  batteries,  then  opened  fire,  and  the 
battle  became  general  all  along  our  line.  Again 
and  again  did  their  heavy  masses  come  forth 
from  the  town,  only  to  be  mowed  down  and  scat- 
tered in  confusion,  as  each  time  they  formed  and 
advanced.  Three  times  their  colors  were  levelled 
by  the  unerring  aim  of  the  gunners.  At  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  a  portion  of  General  Ransom's  divis- 
ion (supporting  column)  moved  steadily  across 
the  plateau  in  my  rear :  halting  but  an  instant  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  they  delivered  a  volley,  then 
plunged  with  a  cheer  into  the  road  below  and  in 
front  of  us,  already  occupied  by  Cobb's  troops. 
The  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy,  under  cover  of 
a  crest  in  front  and  the  slope  of  the  hill,  kept  up 
a  galling  fire  upon  our  works,  causing  many  of 
my  gallant  men  to  fall,  killed  and  wounded,  at 
their  posts  ;  among  whom  was  Lieutenant  H.  A. 
Battles,  Fourth  company,  severely  wounded  in 
the  arm  by  a  minie  ball.  Five  several  times  did 
heavy  masses  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supported 
by  light  batteries  which  had  been  placed  in  posi- 
tion on  the  field,  advance  from  the  cover  of  the 
town  and  the  scattered  houses,  only  to  meet  the 


DOCUMENTS. 


135 


fate  of  those  who  preceded  them.  They  fell  by 
thousands  under  the  judicious,  steady,  and  un- 
erring fire  of  my  guns,  encouraged  and  aided  by 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  brave  troops  in  the  road 
in  front  of  us.  At  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  after  having 
been  engaged  four  hours  and  a  half,  against  over- 
whelming odds  of  the  enemy,  I  was  compelled  to 
relinquish  the  post  of  honor  to  Woolfolk's  and 
Moody's  batteries,  Alexander's  battalion,  having 
one  gun  disabled,  and  having  exhausted  all  the 
canister,  shell,  and  case-shot,  and  nearly  every 
round  of  solid  shot  in  the  chests  ;  more  could  not 
be  supplied,  in  position,  in  time,  the  train  being 
several  miles  distant.  On  the  fourteenth  my 
guns  were  held  in  reserve.  On  the  fifteenth  J 
took  position  in  the  works  on  the  extreme  left 
of  our  line,  the  position  before  occupied  by  Lane's 
battery,  which  I  occupied  until  the  eighteenth  in- 
stant. On  the  eighteenth  all  my  batteries  were 
again  concentrated  in  camp.  The  second  com- 
pany, Captain  Richardson,  was,  during  the  en- 
gagements, attached  to  Pickett's  division,  in 
reserve,  and  was  not  engaged. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  say,  in 
behalf  of  my  officers,  cannoneers,  and  drivers,  that 
upon  no  field  during  this  war  have  men  behaved 
more*  gallantly.  To  Captains  Eshleman,  Miller, 
and  Squiers,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  un- 
der them,  is  the  service  indebted  for  the  gallant 
defence  of  Marye's  Hill  against  the  stubborn  and 
overwhelming  assaults  of  an  army  of  over  fifty 
thousand  men.  To  Lieutenant  William  M.  Owen, 
my  adjutant  and  only  aid,  I  am,  as  usual,  in- 
debted for  zealous  and  fearless  conduct  on  the 
field,  in  the  performance  of  all  his  duties.  Before 
closing  this  report,  I  may  be  permitted,  without 
being  invidious,  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
General  commanding  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  Eshleman,  in  directing,  and  Lieutenant 
Norcom,  fourth  company,  in  executing  the  order, 
in  taking  one  of  the  Napoleon  guns  from  the 
work,  where  it  was  out  of  range,  and  placing  it 
between  two  of  the  redoubts,  on  the  open  field, 
there  continuing  it  in  action,  entirely  exposed  to 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  sharpshooters,  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  engagement.  My  loss  in 
this  engagement  is  three  killed  and  twenty-four 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 

Colonel  of  Artillery,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRUTCHFIELD. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  COMMAND,  ) 
SECOND  ARMY  CORPS,  January  3.  1863.  J 

Lieutenant- General  T.  J.  Jackson,  commanding 

Second  Army  Corps,  A.  N.  V. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
of  this  corps  in  the  engagement  near  Fredericks- 
burg,  December  thirteen,  1862  : 

The  heights  on  the  right  of  our  line  were  held 
by  fourteen  guns  of  the  batteries  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel R.  L.  Walker,  and  consisting  of  the  batteries 


of  Captains  Pegram  and  Mclntosh,  (four  guns 
each,)  and  sections  of  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Latham,  Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and 
James  Ellett.  This  position  was  a  commanding 
one,  and  afforded  admirable  advantage  against 
a  direct  assault  from  infantry ;  but,  what  was 
more  important,  so  controlled  the  ground  in  front 
as  to  force  the  enemy  to  open  a  heavy  cannonade 
upon  it,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  these  batteries, 
before  they  could  move  any  considerable  mass  of 
their  infantry  down  the  plain,  as  would  be  neces- 
sary should  they  endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  liable  to  the  disadvan- 
tages always  attaching  to  a  fixed  position,  that  it 
mu&t  receive  a  concentrated  fire  from  many  points, 
added  to  which  the  formation  of  the  ground  at 
the  top  of  the  hill  was  such  as  not  to  afford  much 
protection  to  men,  and  hardly  any  to  the  horses. 
It  was,  of  course,  a  position  of  great  importance  ; 
and  it  being  specially  necessary  that  its  batteries 
should  be  able  to  open  an  effective  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  infantry  in  the  plain  below,  should  they 
endeavor  to  move  down  the  river  to  threaten  or 
turn  our  right,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker  to  keep  his  guns  concealed  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  not  to  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  into 
an  artillery  duel,  but,  disregarding  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  to  reserve  his  own  for  their 
infantry  when  it  should  come  within  effective 
range.  On  the  left  of  our  line  were  posted 
twenty-one  guns,  as  follows  :  Just  at  Bernard's 
cabins  and  to  their  left,  nine  guns,  consisting  of 
six  rifles,  two  Napoleons,  and  one  six-pounder,  of 
the  batteries  of  Captains  Davidson,  Raine,  Caskie, 
and  Braxton,  —  all  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Davidson.  Some  two  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  these,  to  their  right  and  beyond 
the  railroad,  were  placed  twelve  guns,  consisting 
of  six  rifles,  three  Napoleons,  and  three  six- 
pounders,  from  the  batteries  of  Captains  Carpen- 
ter, Wooding,  and  Braxton,  —  all  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Captain  J.  B.  Brockenbrough. 
Captain  Carpenter's  battery  was  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  McKendree.  From  the  first  it  was 
evident  that  the  enemy's  attack  might  be  ex- 
pected upon  our  centre,  where  the  heights  on  our 
right  descended  to  a  level  with  the  plain,  and  a 
point  of  woods  running  out  into  the  field  offered 
them  early  and  good  shelter,  or  that  they  would 
endeavor  to  turn  our  right.  A  considerable  ar- 
tillery force  was  held  ready  to  meet  this  latter 
contingency  by  moving  out  and  taking  position 
in  the  fields  to  our  right,  so  as  to  cross  its  fire 
with  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker. 
The  centre  of  the  line  was  our  weakest  point, 
since  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  guns  could 
not  oblique  their  fire  to  the  left  sufficiently  to 
hope  to  prevent  the  enemy's  seizing  the  point  of 
woods  referred  to,  at  the  distance  at  which  it  was. 
The  batteries  near  Bernard's  cabins  more  directly 
controlled  this  point,  but  only  by  a  quite  oblique 
fire  to  the  right.  So  that  there  were  some  eight 
hundred  or  a  thousand  yards  of  our  front,  near 
the  centre,  undefended  by  a  direct  artillery  fire 
to  the  front.  I  examined  the  ground  carefully  in 
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the  woods  behind  this  point,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  establish  batteries  of  howitzers,  which, 
by  a  canister  fire,  might  soon  check  the  enemy's 
infantry  in  their  advance  through  the  woods. 
But  I  found  the  ground  unfavorable,  being  inter- 
sected by  a  deep  ravine,  and  the  undergrowth  so 
thick  as  to  require  more  time  to  clear  it  away 
than  we  had  before  the  action  began.  The  instruc- 
tions given  to  Captains  Brockenbrough  and  Da- 
vidson were  to  reserve  their  fire  for  the  enemy's 
infantry  at  close  range,  and  not  to  engage  his 
batteries  unless  he  advanced  them  to  the  support 
of  his  infantry ;  and  then  they  were  to  concentrate 
their  fire  on  the  advancing  battery,  and  not  to 
fall  back  from  their  position  so  long  as  our  infan- 
try supported  them.  The  enemy  opened  the  attack 
by  the  fire  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  guns 
directed  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  posi- 
tion, and  from  about  sixteen  guns  (afterwards 
increased  to  twenty-four)  upon  our  batteries  at 
and  near  Bernard's  cabins.  The  officers  in  charge 
of  these  batteries  obeyed  their  orders,  and,  the 
enemy's  fire  not  being  replied  to,  he  advanced 
his  skirmishers  in  very  heavy  line  upon  the 
points  occupied  by  the  commands  of  Captains 
Brockenbrough  and  Davidson.  These  were  soon 
driven  off'  by  canister,  and  the  exact  positions  of 
our  batteries  being  thus  disclosed  to  the  enemy, 
he  directed  a  heavy  artillery  fire  upon  them,  and 
advanced  one  of  his  batteries  near  a  chimney  in 
the  centre  of  the  plain.  This  fire  was  replied  to 
by  our  batteries,  and  soon  two  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  were  withdrawn,  and  their  places  sup- 
plied by  others  of  longer  range.  About  this  time 
two  of  our  rifle-guns,  belonging  to  Captains  Wood- 
ing's  and  Caskie's  batteries,  were  disabled,  by 
their  axles  breaking  from  the  recoil  of  the  gun, 
and  had  to  be  withdrawn.  All  this  time  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  annoyed  us  greatly,  work- 
ing around  to  the  right  of. Captain  Brocken- 
brough's  position  whenever  driven  from  his  front, 
and  pertinaciously  readvancing  whenever  they 
could,  under  the  shelter  of  their  artillery  fire. 
Though  they,  were  once  or  twice  repelled  by  can- 
ister, when  advancing  imprudently,  they  were  so 
well  protected  by  the  accidents  of  the  ground, 
and  so  feebly  opposed  by  our  own  sharpshooters, 
that  they  could  not  be  entirely  dislodged,  and 
caused  heavy  loss  in  our  batteries,  both  among 
men  and  horses.  Captain  Brockenbrough  was 
wounded  while  gallantly,  discharging  his  duty, 
and  Captain  Wooding  badly  shot  while  acting  as 
gunner  to  one  of  his  pieces.  -Being  badly  sup- 
ported by  the  infantry  in  their  rear,  after  severe 
losses  in  officers,  men,  and  horses,  the  batteries 
of  Captain  Brockenbrough's  command  were  with- 
drawn, as  they  would  have  been  lost  so  soon  as 
the  enemy  seized  the  point  of  woods  to  their 
right  and  rear,  as  they  did.  The  ammunition  in 
Captain  Kaine's  battery  (commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Statham)  was  so  defective  (from  the  bad 
fuses,  I  think)  that,  none  of  its  shell  bursting,  it 
was  withdrawn,  and  its  place  supplied  by  the 
Chesapeake  artillery,  of  three  guns,  Lieutenant 
Plater  commanding,  while  a  section  of  Captain 
Latimer's  battery,  under  his  own  charge,  was 


sent  still  farther  to  the  front  and  left.  These 
latter  pieces  were  excellently  managed,  and, 
though  losing  heavily  from  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, drove  back  their  lines  with  canister, 
and  caused  them  great  loss  by  an  uncommonly 
accurate  and  rapid  shell  fire,  as  they  were  driven 
back  by  General  Law's  brigade,  in  their  attempted 
advance.  Lieutenant  McKendree,  of  Carpenter's 
battery,  exhibited  noticeable  resolution  and  com- 
posure in  managing  his  battery.  On  the  right 
the  enemy,  after  furiously  cannonading  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Walker's  position  till  they  imagined 
his  batteries  crippled,  advanced  their  infantry. 
One  body  moved  towards  the  point  of  woods  in 
our  centre,  and  the  other  with  its  front  parallel 
to  the  road  from  Hamilton's  Crossing  to  the  river 
road.  When  distant  about  eight  hundred  yards, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker's  batteries  opened 
upon  them  with  great  effect,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  fifteen  guns,  composed  of  sections  from  the 
batteries  of  Captain  Poague,  (Lieutenant  A.  Gra- 
ham commanding,)  Captain  Watson,  Captain 
Smith,  Captain  Garber,  one  gun  of  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  the  Louisiana  Guard  battery, 
three  guns,  were  thrown  into  position  in  the 
plain  to  our  right,  so  as  to  cross  their  fire  with 
that  of  the  guns  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
being  specially  designed  to  check  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  towards  the  road  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  the  river  road.  These  pieces  were 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major  Pelham, 
and  were  admirably  managed  and  bravely  fought, 
and  perfectly  accomplished  their  object.  All 
these  batteries  did  not  go  in  at  once,  but  were 
added  as  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  seemed 
to  require  it.  Towards  the  close  of  the  day,  as 
the  enemy's  infantry  —  driven  from  the  woods  by 
our  own  —  fell  back  in  confusion  across  the  plain 
under  the  severe  and  accurate  fire  of  th^  guns 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  and  Major  Pel- 
ham,  some  of  the  batteries  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker's  command,  being  short  of  ammunition, 
and  the  men  exhausted  from  working  with  di- 
minished numbers,  were  relieved  by  a  section  of 
Lusk's  battery,  Lieutenant  Dowell  commanding, 
and  a  portion  of  the  corps  reserve,  under  Colonel 
J.  Thompson  Brown.  I  shall  have  to  refer  you 
to  this  officer's  report  as  to  what  batteries  they 
were,  as  I  knew  but  one  of  them  —  Captain 
Poague's.  They  went  in  under  a  heavy  fire,  and, 
though  suffering  much,  were  bravely  fought. 
Some  guns  of  Major-General  D.  H.  Hill's  divis- 
ion artillery  were  put  in  at  this  time  on  our 
right,  by  his  chief  of  artillery,  Major  Thomas  H. 
Carter.  As  these  batteries  were  unknown  to  me 
through  their  officers,  I  shall  have  to  refer  you 
to  that  officer's  report  as  to  which  they  were. 
They  moved  up  with  the  rest,  under  heavy  fire, 
and  "were  well  served. 

It  would  perhaps  be  invidious  to  attempt  to 
discriminate  among  officers  and  men,  where  there 
were  so  many  fine  examples  of  courage  and  devo- 
tion ;  and  I  fear  I  may  have  already  done  injus- 
tice in  mentioning  some  to  the  exclusion  of  others, 
but  I  trust  the  reports  of  other  officers  will  set 
it  all  right.  I  beg,  however,  to  call  your  special 
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attention  to  the  valuable  and  gallant  services  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  and  Major  Pelham. 
The  position  in  which  Colonel  Walker  was  placed 
was  peculiarly  trying,  from  his  being  required  to 
endure,  for  a  long  time,  a  very  heavy  fire  without 
replying  to  it.  Colonel  J.  Thompson  Brown, 
commanding  the  corps  reserve,  also  displayed 
noticeable  coolness  and  judgment  in  taking  his 
guns  in  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker 
under  a  severe  fire. 

We  lost  no  pieces  ;  nor  did  we  capture  any. 
Lieutenant  Plater  had  a  gun  disabled  and  a  lim- 
ber exploded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  had 
a  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and  limber  exploded, 
and  Colonel  Brown  a  gun  disabled,  as  also  did 
the  Louisiana  Guard  battery.  No  carriages  or 
parts  of  carriages  were  lost  by  us.  The  disabled 
guns  were  of  course  brought  off.  The  loss  in 
horses,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  together 
with  the  position  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
their  numbers,  effectively  prevented  any  advance 
of  our  batteries  as  their'  infantry  fell  back,  and 
before  fresh  batteries  could  get  in,  their  line  was 
reformed  near  the  river  road,  and  it  was  nearly 
night. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your 
attention  to  the  great  defect   in  the  ammunition 
we  used,  by  which  few  of  our  shells  burst.     My 
own  observation  entirely  confirmed  the  numerous 
complaints    made    to    me     from    the    batteries. 
Much,    if  not  most,   of  this   difficulty   is,  I  am 
satisfied,  justly  attributable  to  the  fuses. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CRUTCIIFIELD, 

Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Second  Corps. 
REPORT    OF  LIEUT.-COLONEL  ALEXANDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  RESERVI? BATTALION,  ) 
December  20,  1802.      j 

To  Major  G.  M.  Sorrell,  Adjutant-  General  First 

Corps  : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
battalion  under  my  command  during  the  recent 
hostilities : 

At  dawn  on  the  eleventh  instant,  on  the  firing 
of  the  signal  guns,  I  moved  from  camp,  and  posted 
Captain  Khett's  heavy  battery  in  pits  which  he  had 
prepared  on  the  hill  south  of  the  plank  road,  over- 
looking the  entire  country  in  front  and  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river,  at  a  distance  of  one  mile  and  a  half. 
Captain  Parker's  two  rifles  were  placed  in  pits  which 
he  had  built  near  Stansbury's  house,  commanding 
the  entire  flats  in  front  and  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river.  His  howitzers  were  concealed  behind 
Stansbury's  house,  in  most  admirable  positions 
for  opposing  any  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the 
north  of  the  town.  The  batteries  maintained 
these  positions  during  the  whole  occupation  of 
the  city  by  the  enemy.  The  batteries  of  Cap- 
tains Jordan,  Moody,  and  Woolfolk  were  held 
concealed  in  rear  of  the  plateau,  back  of  Stans- 
bury's house,  ready  to  move  out  upon  it  at  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  or  to  any 


other  point  of  our  line  needing  reenforements. 
The  cannoneers  of  Captain  Jordan's  and  Wool- 
folk's  batteries  were  meanwhile  employed,  con- 
cealed by  the  mist,  in  making  small  pits  on  the 
most  favorable  points  of  the  plateau,  and  event- 
ually finished  eight,  in  addition  to  those  already 
there,  which  would  have  cost  the  enemy  severe- 
ly, had  he  attempted  any  advance  north  of  the 
town.  This  disposition  of  my  batteries  remained 
unchanged  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth.  On 
the  twelfth,  our  infantry  having  evacuated  the 
town,  Captain  Rhett's  and  Captain  Parker's  bat- 
teries opened  their  rifles  occasionally  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  principal  pontoon  bridges  of  the 
enemy,  Captain  Rhett  also  enfilading  two  of  the 
principal  streets.  These  fires  invariably  elicited 
prompt  and  heavy  responses  from  the  enemy, 
from  which,  however,  our  pits  saved  us  nearly  all 
damage.  On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  this 
firing  was  continued,  aided  by  three  twelve- 
pounder  guns  of  Captain  Moody's  battery,  in  a 
new  position  north  of  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Captain  Rhett,  whence  the  street  leading  to  the 
pontoon  bridge  could  be  enfiladed.  This  latter 
fire  at  once  attracted  a  reply  from  every  battery 
of  the  enemy's  in  reach,  and  caused  us  slight  loss*. 
Captain  Moody,  however,  still  held  the  position, 
sheltering  his  men  when  not  firing.  The  enemy 
shelled  this  position  not  only  all  day,  but  every 
day  of  their  occupation  of  the  city  afterwards, 
whence  I  infer  that  our  fire  must  have  caused 
them  much  annoyance.  I  afterwards  made  pits 
in  this  position  for  guns,  with  Captains  Moody's 
and  Rhett's  cannoneers,  but  they  were  only  com- 
pleted on  the  morning  of  the  enemy's  evacuation. 
At  twenty  minutes  to  four  P.  M.  of  the  thirteenth, 
I  received  an  order  to  relieve,  the  Washington 
artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  their  ammunition  being 
nearly  exhausted.  I  at  once  hastened  there,  with 
Captain  Woolfolk's  battery,  Captain  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns,  and  two  guns  of  Captain 
Jordan's  battery,  and  occupied  the  pits  under  a 
heavy  fire,  which  caused  three  fourths  of  my  en- 
tire loss,  while  galloping  up.  The  enemy  were 
already  within  three  hundred  yards,  and  seeing 
the  Washington  artillery  leave,  after  so  protracted 
and  gallant  a  defence,  cheered  and  pressed  on 
heavily,  aided  by  three  batteries,  which  opened 
from  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  their  line  of 
heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank.  Disregarding 
the  latter,  we  poured  a  rapid  and  murderous  fire 
on  the  former  and  their  advancing  infantry,  under 
which,  and  the  accurate  aim  of  our  veteran  infan- 
try beneath  us,  they  were  soon  driven  to  shelter 
behind  the  houses  of  the  town.  About  dark  the 
remaining  section  of  Captain  Jordan's  battery 
was  brought  up,  one  gun  replacing  a  damaged 
gun  of  Captain  Maurin's  in  a  pit  left  of  the  plank 
road,  and  the  other  remaining  near,  under  the 
control  of  General  Ransom,  for  any  emergency. 
About  seven  P.  M.,  the  enemy,  said  to  have  been 
Sykes's  division  of  regulars,  again  advanced, 
under  cover  of  darkness,  until  opened  on  by  our 
infantry  below.  My  guns  opened  with  canister 
and  case-shot  at  the  flashes  of  their  muskets,  and 
this,  their  last  repulse,  was  said  to  have  been 
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the  bloodiest.  At  dawn  on  the  fourteenth  my 
only  remaining  guns  in  reserve,  Moody's  two 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzers  and  one  rifle  of 
Captain  Jordan's,  relieved  the  remainder  of  Cap- 
tain Maurin's  battery  in  the  pits  left  of  the  plank 
road ;  and  two  twelve-pounder  guns  of  Moody's 
and  two  six-pounder  guns  of  Captain  Woolfolk's 
were  relieved  by  brigade  batteries,  being  out  of 
ammunition.  On  the  fourteenth  we  fired  but  few 
shot,  and  only  at  bodies  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
being  compelled  to  economize  ammunition.  On 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth  Captain  Parker  dis- 
covered a  position  enfilading  the  canal  valley,  in 
front  of  the  town,  and  two  pits  were  constructed 
at  it,  which  I  occupied  before  day  with  Moody's 
twelve-pounder  guns.  When  the  fog  lifted,  the 
reserves  of  the  enemy's  pickets  could  be  seen 
lying  flat  on  their  faces  in  the  valley ;  in  the  lan- 
guage of  General  Burnside,  "holding  the  first 
ridge."  A  few  well-directed  shots  by  Captain 
Moody  soon,  however,  broke  this  hold,  and  all 
who  could  not  find  fresh  shelter  fled  in  confusion 
to  the  city,  under  the  fire  of  our  sharpshooters 
and  several  guns  immediately  in  their  rear. 
This,  with  a  single  shot  in  the  brick  tannery, 
broke  up  entirely  the  annoying  fire  of  sharp- 
shooters, under  which  we  suffered  considerably 
the  day  before ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the  day  we 
worked  openly  in  our  pits,  and  fired  at  all  bodies 
of  infantry  appearing  in  town,  unannoyed.  That 
night  the  town  was  evacuated.  My  especial 
thanks  are  due  to  Major  J.  R.  C.  Lewis,  for  his 
cool  and  efficient  cooperation  in  the  execution  of 
all  orders.  The  left  of  our  line  of  batteries  was 
under  his  special  supervision  for  the  last  two 
days.  I  desire  also  to  express  here  my  high  ap- 
preciation of  the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  Cap- 
tains Jordan,  Rhett,  Moody,  Woolfolk,  and  Par- 
ker, before  attested  on  many  a  hard-fought  field, 
and  fully  corroborated  on  this.  Captain  Eubank, 
with  the  remaining  battery  of  my  battalion,  is 
absent  on  detached  service.  Dr.  Gray,  surgeon, 
Captain  Franklin,  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant 
Vaughan,  commissary,  managed  their  respective 
departments  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  My  ad- 
jutant, Lieutenant  T.  Henderson  Smith,  carried 
and  executed  my  orders,  under  all  circumstances, 
with  coolness  and  judgment.  My  especial  thanks 
are  also  due  to  C.  S.  Cadet  Joseph  C.  Haskell,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  volunteered  me  his  services, 
and  rendered  me  indispensable  assistance  in  the 
supervision  of  so  extensive  a  command.  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  War  Department 
for  promotion.  Lieutenants  Gillen,  Wilson,  Bur- 
roughs, Terrill,  and  Woolfolk,  are  mentioned  in 
high  terms  by  their  captains,  as  are  also  Sergeant 
Cisco,  of  Moody's,  and  Private  England,  of  Wool- 
folk's  battery.  The  latter,  unfortunately,  was 
killed.  I  was  personally  impressed  with  the 
bearing  of  Lieutenant  J.  Donnell  Smith,  of  Jor- 
dan's battery,  commanding  a  section  in  the  attack 
on  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth.  Corporal  Lock- 
wood,  of  his  company,  a  most  gallant  soldier, 
whom  I  also  noticed  particularly,  was  wounded,  I 
fear  mortally,  in  the  night  attack.  Our  entire 


loss  was  one  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  fifteen 
horses.  One  thousand  and  eighty  rounds  of  am- 
munition were  expended. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  ALEXANDER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding'  Battalion. 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HUMPHRIES. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-FIRST  MISSISSIPPI  , 
REGIMENT,  December  17,  1802.     \ 

To  William  Barksdale,  Brigadier- General,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade : 
GENERAL  :  As  soon  as  the  signal  guns,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  announced  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  I  moved  the  Twenty-first 
regiment  from  camp,  and  arrived  at  the  market- 
house  in  Fredericksburg  at  day-dawn,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  I  detached  the  right 
wing,  under  Major  Moody,  to  go  to  the  support 
of  Captain  Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  regiment, 
who  was  guarding  the  wharf  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock,  and  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  saw 
no  more  of  that  portion  of  the  regiment  during 
the  day,  and  respectfully  refer  you  to  Major 
Moody's  report  of  his  operations.  The  left  wing 
I  held  in  reserve  at  the  market-house,  with  in- 
structions to  support  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer, 
of  the  Seventeenth  regiment,  at  the  upper  pon- 
toon, constructed  by  the  enemy,  or  Captain  Go- 
van,  if  needed. 

About  one  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  go  to  the 
relief  of  Colonel  Fizer,  but,  owing  to  a  mistake 
of  my  guide  as  to  the  position  of  Colonel  Fizer,  I 
was  conducted  several  hundred  yards  above,  to  a 
very  exposed  position,  from  which  the  enemy 
forced  me  to  retire,  by  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
artillery.  I  returned  to  the  market-house,  and 
received  orders  to  advance  to  the  river  and  resist 
any  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  had  then  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  a  passage  of  the  river,  and  were 
engaged  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer  and  Col- 
onel Carter,  of  the  Nineteenth  regiment.  I  de- 
tached Captain  Renfue,  with  his  company,  to  the 
foot  of  William  Street,  and  Captain  Green,  with 
his  company,  to  the  foot  of  the  street  leading 
from  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  placed  Captains 
Stamps,  Sims,  and  Gibson,  with  their  compa- 
nies, on  Main  Street.  By  this  time  it  was  dark. 
Captain  Green  discovered  the  enemy  advancing 
slowly  down  the  river  bank,  and  immediately 
opened  fire  upon  him,  and  stubbornly  resisted 
until,  stricken  down  by  a  minie  ball,  his  compa- 
ny fell  back,  bearing  his  body  with  them.  The 
enemy,  pursuing,  charged  up  the  street.  Cap- 
tains Stamps,  Sims,  and  Gibson  opened  a  galling 
fire  upon  him,  and  drove  him  off  the  streets,  up 
towards  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  held  him  in 
check  until  about  seven  o'clock,  when  I  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  city,  and 
form  a  line  ef  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  the 
Telegraph  road,  where  I  remained  until  I  was  re- 
lieved by  the  gallant  and  lamented  General  Cobb, 
when  I  moved  back  to  camp. 

During  the  whole  day  we  were  exposed  to  a 
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heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  on 
the  opposite  heights,  sheltering  ourselves  as  we 
could  behind  houses,  fences,  etc. 

The  officers  and  men  obeyed  every  order  with 
promptness  and  alacrity,  and  maintained  every 
position  with  a  promptness  and  constancy  worthy 
of  all  praise. 

The  Twenty-first  regiment  lost,  during  the  day, 
eight  killed,  twenty-five  wounded  and  thirteen 
missing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
BENJAMIN  G.  HUMPHRIES, 

Colonel,  commanding  Twenty-first  Regiment 
Mississippi  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CABELL. 

CAMP  NEAK  FREDEKICKSBURG,  VIRGINIA,  ) 
December  25,  1802.     j 

Major-James  N.  Goggin,  A.  A,  O.  : 

MAJOR:  In  conformity  with  instructions,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  conduct  and  services  of  the  artillery,  placed 
under  my  command,  during  the  recent  engage- 
ment: 

The  division  of  Major-Gen eral  McLaws  arriv- 
ing here  at  the  head  of  the  column  on  Thursday, 
the  twentieth,  by  a  rapid  movement,  to  intercept 
the  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Freder- 
icksburg,  it  devolved  upon  me,  under  the  direction 
of  Major-General  McLaws,  to  place  the  artillery 
in  position  and  prepare  for  their  attack.  It  had 
been  represented  that  the  hills  of  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  Rappahannock  completely  commanded 
the  heights  on  this  side.  This  was  apparently  the 
case  on  the  first  view  of  the  position,  the  upper 
range  of  hills  being  then  covered  with  forest. 
Anticipating  that  the  enemy,  who  were  in  large 
force  on  the  opposite  side  o'f  the  river,  would  im- 
mediately attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the 
river,  preparations  were  at  once  made  for  resist- 
ance. However,  the  enemy  not  attempting  a 
passage  then,  in  a  very  short  time  the  whole 
scheme  of  defence  was  arranged.  About  a  mile 
above  Fredericksburg,  at  Dr.  John  R.  Taylor's 
residence,  the  land  rises  abruptly  from  the  river 
to  great  elevation  to  the  upper  heights.  These 
upper  heights,  however,  rapidly  recede  from  the 
river  bank,  and  then  take  a  course  nearly  parallel 
with,  but  at  considerable  distance  from,  the  river. 
These  hills,  shortly  below  the  right  of  the  posi- 
tion of  this  division,  rapidly  diminish  until  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  where  they  have  very  incon- 
siderable elevation.  The  hills  on  the  other  side 
are  much  nearer  the  river.  This  gave  the  enemy 
great  advantage  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
and  in  shelling  his  troops  after  they  passed 
over.  On  our  right,  and  shortly  below  Freder- 
icksburg, their  whole  army  could,  and  a  large 
portion  of  it  did,  deploy  on  this  side  of  the  river 
in  almost  perfect  security  from  our  artillery.  At 
the  same  time,  being  under  the  cover  of  their 
artillery  on  the  Stafford  side  of  the  river,  they 
were  nearly  as  secure  from  an  attack  by  our  in- 
fantry. A  knowledge  of  this  feet  probably 
induced  General  Burnside  to  cross  the  river ;  and 
his  boast  that,  after  the  jight  of  Saturday,  he 


remained  two  days  in  the  plain,  waiting  and 
inviting  an  attack  from  us,  is  simply  ridiculous. 
But  near  Dr.  Taylor's  house,  where  the  upper 
heights  commence  to  recede  from  the  river,  a 
lower  range  of  hills  commences,  which,  though 
also  receding  from,  keeps  much  nearer,  the  river. 
This  lower  range  of  hills  terminates  abruptly  with 
Marye's  Hill,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  town  of 
Fredericksburg  —  the  hill  then  having  almost  the 
appearance  of  a  promontory,  the  low  grounds 
extending  about  eight  hundred  yards  back  to  the 
base  of  the  upper  heights.  This  lower  range  of 
hills  is  much  lower  than  the  hills  on  the  Stafford 
side  of  the  river,  and  is  commanded  by  the 
enemy's  artillery.  The  position  of  our  artillery 
and  infantry,  made  by  Major-General  McLaws, 
was  certainly  most  hap'py  to  countervail  the  disad- 
vantages of  our  position.  While  the  whole  line 
was  under  my  direction,  I  had  recommended  that 
short-range  guns  should  be  placed  on  the  decliv- 
ity on  each  side  of  Marye's  house,  between  the 
house  and  the  stone  wall,  where  our  infantry  were 
drawn  up  during  the  battle.  I  had  recommended 
this,  in  addition  to  the  guns  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  in  order  to  sweep  the  plain  in  front.  The 
impossibility  of  giving  guns  on  the  crest  of  an 
abrupt  hill  sufficient  depression  gives  great 
advantages  to  a  column  of  infantry,  who,  by 
making  a  rapid  charge,  soon  find  themselves 
completely  protected  from  the  artillery  on  the 
hills.  I  had  also  recommended  that  guns  should 
be  placed  on  the  northern  side  of  the  plank  road, 
on  the  hills  that  sweep  towards  the  upper  part 
of  Fredericksburg,  as  if  for  its  protection.  These 
positions  would  have  given  a  complete  enfilading 
fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing  upon  Marye's 
Hill,  and  also  upon  their  forces  massed  in  front 
of,  but  protected  by  the  conformation  of  the 
ground  from  the  fire  or  even  sight  of  the  gunners 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  These  dispositions,  for 
some  reasons,  were  not  made.  Had  they  been 
made,  the  repulse  would  have  been  even  more 
signal,  and  the  victory  even  more  complete,  than 
we  obtained.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice 
to  Major-General  McLaws  to  say  that  the  dis- 
position of  the  artillery,  in  other  respects,  was 
such  as  he  had  chosen.  During  the  whole  of 
Thursday,  the  eleventh  of  December,  not  a  gun 
was  fired  by  our  batteries,  and  our  cannoneers 
stood  quiet  spectators  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to 
cross  the  river.  The  enemy's  cannon  was  firing 
almost  incessantly,  and  their  shell  frequently  fell 
near  our  batteries.  The  next  day,  Friday,  upon 
the  uplifting  of  the  fog,  disclosed  to  our  view  the 
larger  portion  of  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  side  of  the  river.  On  the  right  of  my 
position  a  battery  of  light  artillery  was  discov- 
ered in  position.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from 
our  batteries  caused  this  battery  quickly  to  retire 
to  a  position  still  farther  to  the  right.  The  first 
position  of  this  battery,  if  retained,  would  have 
been  very  annoying  to  our  troops,  who  were 
drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  the  woods  and  in 
convenient  range  of  its  guns.  This  battery  then 
took  position  on  the  other  side  of  Deep  Creek, 
alongside  of  several  other  batteries,  but  its 
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effectiveness  was  nearly  destroyed  by  its  com- 
pelled removal  of  position. 

Every  battery  officer  received  the  instruction 
that  he  was  to  fire  with  great  deliberation,  and  to 
fire  only  upon  large  bodies  of  troops.  Of  course, 
some  discretion  was  allowed  to  every  officer,  and 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  that  discretion 
was  generally  well  exercised.  And  one  of  the 
best  proofs  of  the  effectiveness  of  our  fire  was 
afforded  by  their  turning  their  guns  upon  us. 

In  front  of  my  position  the  low  grounds  ex- 
tended in  an  apparent  plain  from  the  base  of 
the  hill  to  the  river  bank.  Through  these  low 
grounds  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  Rail- 
road and  the  river  road  pass.  Though  apparent- 
ly a  plain,  there  are  many  inequalities  of  the 
ground,  which,  with  these  roads,  enabled  the 
enemy  to  mask  his  approach.  All  but  five  of  our 
batteries  were  so  placed  as  to  command  not  only 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  our  right,  but  also 
the  Telegraph  road  and  the  abandoned  rail- 
road, called  the  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville 
Railroad.  The  guns  back  of  Howison's  house,  be- 
sides this,  commanded  the  left  of  the  Tele- 
graph road,  and  enabled  us  to  give  an  oblique  and 
almost  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enemy  advancing 
from  the  various  streets  in  Fredericksburg,  and 
who  were  drawn  up  under  the  protection  of  the 
inequalities  of  the  ground  in  front  of  Marye's 
Hill.  The  main  battle  on  the  left  was  fought  to 
obtain  this  hill.  Between  this  hill  and  the  town 
of  Fredericksburg,  it  is  said,  the  Rappahannock 
formerly  flowed.  The  conformation  of  the  ground, 
therefore,  enabled  the  enemy  to  mask  their  troops 
so  as  to  be  out  of  view  of  our  infantry,  in  position 
at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill,  and  even  from  our 
artillery  on  the  hill  itself.  My  position  enabled 
me  to  observe  the  enemy's  left  flank,  upon  which 
our  guns  opened  a  most  destructive  fire.  It  was 
easy  to  perceive,  from  previous  knowledge  of  the 
ground  and  the  location  of  their  left  flank,  where 
their  troops  were  massed,  and  our  batteries,  hav- 
ing an  almost  enfilading  fire,  opened  upon  them. 
Through  the  valley  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  a 
sluice  for  the  waste  waters  of  the  canal  passes. 
There  is  no  passage  for  the  enemy's  troops 
between  the  road  immediately  in  front  of  Marye's 
house  and  the  road  leading  directly  from  the  Tele- 
graph road  to  the  depot  of  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  Railroad.  The  approach  by  this 
latter  road  was  completely  commanded  by  our 
guns.  Several  times  their  advance  was  repulsed 
by  the  well-directed  fire  of  our  batteries. 

Over  a  whole  brigade  was  displaced  and  scat- 
tered in  confusion  to  the  rear.  Once  they  made 
for  the  railroad  cut,  and  several  shells  from  our 
batteries  exploded  amongst  them  before  they  could 
escape  from  it.  Once  they  charged  by  attempt- 
ing to  cross  the  cut,  running  down  one  side  and 
up  the  other ;  and  again  they  attempted  to  escape 
m  the  same  manner.  But  on  each  occasion  a 
murderous  fire  from  our  batteries  caused  them  to 
retire  precipitately. 

I  am  confident  that  not  only  upon  the  approach 
and  the  successive  repulses  of  the  enemy  was  the 
fire  of  our  batteries  most  efficacious,  but  that 


also  it  did  great  execution  upon  the  masses  of 
the  enemy  in  front  of  Marye's  Hill. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  state  another  fact  in 
connection  with  the  topography  of  the  battle-field. 
The  right  of  Marye's  Hill  terminates  almost 
precipitously.  The  Telegraph  road  passes  on  the 
right  of  the  hill,  and  then  turns  almost  directly  at 
right  angles  at  the  foot  and  in  front  of  the  hill. 
The  railroad  cut  and  embankment  would  have 
enabled  the  enemy  to  come  in  almost  perfect 
security  within  a  short  distance  of  the  right  flank 
of  our  troops,  drawn  up  behind  the  stone  wall  on 
the  Telegraph  road,  and,  by  a  rapid  charge,  to 
have  our  troops  at  the  most  serious  disadvantage. 
Their  advance  could  not  have  been  effectively 
checked  by  the  artillery  on  Marye's  Hill,  owing 
to  the  conformation  of  the  ground. 

It  is  due  to  the  brave  and  skilful  officers  and 
cannoneers  to  say,  that  their  cool,  well-directed 
and  most  efficient  fire  not  only  aided  materially 
in  repulsing  the  direct  attack  on  Marye's  Hill, 
but  in  preventing  the  right  flank  of  this  position 
being  turned  by  the  enemy,  While  saying  this, 
however,  I  wish  to  give  all  due  praise  to  the  gal- 
lant artillery  corps  who  occupied  so  successfully 
the  crest  of 'Marye's  Hill.  I  have  been  thus  dif- 
fuse in  describing  the  topography  of  the  battle- 
field, as  I  think  it  due  to  our  troops,  both  infantry 
and  artillery,  that  the  fact  should  be  known,  that 
not  to  the  natural  strength  of  our  position,  but 
to  the  skill  and  generalship  of  our  leaders,  and 
the  gallantry,  courage,  and  well-directed  aim  of 
our  cannoneers  and  infantry,  are  we  indebted  for 
our  most  brilliant  victory. 

Forty-eight  guns  were  placed  under  my  charge 
during 'the  engagement :  Captain  Reid's  battery, 
three  guns,  occupied  the  position  immediately  to 
the  right  of  the  Telegraph  road.  Next  to  this 
battery,  one  of  the  thirty-pounder  Parrott  guns 
(Richmond  manufactory)  was  placed.  It  was  re- 
placed by  a  Whitworth  gun  of  Captain  Love's 
battery.  Next  on  the  right,  and  on  the  hill  back 
of  Howison's  house,  and  in  the  following  order, 
were  placed  two  six-pounder  smooth-bore  guns 
and  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Macon,  of  the  Richmond  Fayette 
artillery.  The  smooth-bore  guns  fired  only  round 
shot.  Next,  three  pieces,  Parrotts,  of  Captain  R. 
L.  Cooper's  battery.  This^battery  was  with- 
drawn to  another  position,  and  replaced  by  three 
pieces,  one  Parrott  and  two  three-inch  rifles,  of 
Captain  Branch's  battery.  Next,  two  Parrotts 
of  Captain  Coalter's  battery,  and  one  thirty- 
pounder  Parrott,  (Richmond  manufactory.)  This 
gun  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of 
Captain  Ells's  battery.  Both  of  the  Richmond 
guns  did  good  service,  but  exploded  during  the 
engagement.  Next  one  three-inch  rifle,  com- 
mandedby  Lieutenant  Taylor,  of  Captain Eubank's 
battery.  Next,  one  teu-pounder  Parrott,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Blunt,  of  Captain  Dearing's 
battery.  Next,  five  pieces,  under  the  command 
of  Major  S.  P.  Hamilton,  consisting  of  two  ten- 
pounder  Parrotts,  of  First  company  Richmond 
howitzers,  Captain  McCarthy,  and  three  rifled 
guns  of  Captain  Ross's  battery.  Captain  Mosely's 
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battery,  six  pieces,  had  been  placed  in  the  rear  of 
Marye's  Hill,  with  a  view  to  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
in  case  they  succeeded  in  taking  that  position. 
This  battery  occupied  a  position  of  danger  and 
responsibility,  and  their  courage  and  firmness, 
under  fire,  were  well  exhibited.  Of  this  battery, 
two  men  were  wounded,  one  horse  killed,  five 
public  horses  and  Captain  Mosely's  horse  wounded. 

Besides  these,  there  were  twelve  short-range 
pieces,  under  command  of  Major  Nelson  ;  two 
pieces  of  Captain  McCarthy's  battery,  and  three 
pieces  of  Captain  Coalter's  'battery.  These  guns 
did  not  fire  during  the  engagement. 

In  the  Yankee  accounts  of  the  battle,  it  is 
stated  that  about  one  fifth  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  were  from  the  artillery.  When  it  is 
recollected  that  this  account  takes  in  the  losses 
on  their  left,  where  we  used  but  little  artillery, 
it  would  seem  probable  that  their  proportion  of 
losses  from  the  artillery  in  the  battle  in  front  of 
Marye's  Hill  was  much  greater. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Major,  very  respectfully, 

II.  C.  CABELL, 

Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major-General 
McLaws's  Division. 


REPORT    OF   CAPTAIN    D.   LANG,    OF   EIGHTH 
FLORIDA  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  FLORIDA  REGIMENT,  ) 
December  16,  18(52.     { 

Major  J.  H.  Whitner,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 

eral of  Perry's  Brigade: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
conformity  with  orders,  I  moved  my  command  on 
the  night  of  the  eighth  instant,  above  Fredericks- 
burg,  near  the  canal,  and  relieved  the  Twelfth 
Mississippi  regiment,  then  on  duty  as  a  reserve 
force  for  the  support  of  our  pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  at 
about  five-  o'clock,  I  received  orders  to  report 
with  my  command  at  once,  at  the  market-house, 
to  Brigadier-General  Barksdale.  Before  reach- 
ing the  above  place,  I  was  intercepted  by  General 
Barksdale,  and  ordered  to  a  point  on  the  river 
forming  the  site  of  the  old  ferry,  and  instructed 
to  confer  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer,  com- 
manding Seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  as  to 
the  best  manner  of  disposing  of  my  force  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  effecting  a  crossing.  I 
was  informed  by  General  Barksdale  that  the 
enemy  were  attempting  another  crossing  below 
the  city,  and,  as  the  point  at  that  ford  was  weak, 
I  was  to  send  three  companies  of  my  command 
to  strengthen  the  same.  I  immediately  placed 
companies  A,  F,  and  D,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Boyd,  with  instructions  in  conformity  with 
the  above.  I  then  formed  the  remaining  com- 
panies in  line  of  battle,  in  such  manner  as  would 
best  command  the  crossing  and  afford  a  cover  for 
my  men.  The  enemy  were  seen  on  the  opposite 
bank,  drawn  up  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  his 
pontpniers  were  busily  engaged  in  constructing 
a  bridge.  It  was  understood  between  Colonel 
Fizer  and  myself  —  my  command  being  in  posi- 
tion —  that  he  would  open  fire  and  I  wmld  con- 


tinue the  same.  At  about  half  past  five  A.  M.  the 
pontoniers  having  advanced  the  bridge  about 
two-thirds  across  the  river,  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi opened  fire,  and  my  command  at  once 
did  the  same,  with  good  effect,  the  enemy  being 
compelled  to  abandon  his  work  and  flee  to  points 
of  security.  The  force  of  the  enemy  supporting 
the  pontoniers  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire 
with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  was  kept  up 
almost  continuously  the  whole  day.  Each  at- 
tempt of  the  pontoniers  to  continue  their  work 
was  met  by  a  well-directed  fire  from  my  com- 
mand. Four  officers  of  my  command  and  about 
twenty  enlisted  men  were  wounded,,  and  seven 
killed,  when  I  was  borne  from  the  field,  having 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head.  The  com- 
mand then  devolved  upon  Captain  Love,  who 
maintained  the  position,  though  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire  of  shell,  shot,  canister,  and  musketry, 
until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders,  he  withdrew  his  force.  I  regret 
that  the  absence  of  Captain  Boyd,  who  together 
with  the  three  companies  composing  his  com- 
mand are  missing,  renders  it  impossible  to  give 
a  report  of  the  service  performed  by  him.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  that  Captain  Boyd  regardecf  the 
position  intrusted  to  him  as  so  exposed,  and  ad- 
mitting of  so  little  means  of  escape,  that  he  ob- 
jected to  occupying  the  same  until  the  order  was 
repeated.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  my  command 
behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  their  State 
and  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
Below  I  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  the  casualties 
of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment : 

Captain  I).  Lang,  commanding  regiment,  seri- 
ously wounded  in  the  head;  Assistant  Surgeon 
D.  Hooper  lost  a  leg. 

Company  B.  —  Privates  T.  M.  Gray  and  J.  N. 
Marshall,  killed ;  First  Lieutenant  Hector  Bruce, 
wounded  in  neck,  slight ;  Corporal  Charles  Mc- 
Call,  head,  severe;  Corporal  T.  Harper,  hand, 
slight ;  Privates  J.P.Bracewell,  abdomen, serious; 
George  S.  Lambert,  J.  F.  Cox,  J.  R.  Prevalt, 
slight-;  J.  R.  Green,  missing. 

Company  A.  —  Sergeants  J.  N.  Fielding, 
wounded,  slightly;  N.  H.  Allman,  missing. 
Privates  J.  Bootright,  F.  Briant,  G.  W.  Crawley, 
J.  Driggers,  D.  Howlk,  B.  J.  Redding,  G.  B. 
Ross,  and  A.  Williams,  missing. 

Company  C.  —  Privates  T.   Saunders  and  E. 
Curl,  wounded,  severe ;  H.  Daughtry,  slight. 
Respectfully, 

D.  LANG, 

Captain,  commanding  Regiment. 

REPORT    OF  CAPTAIN   MAUR1N. 

CAMP  NEAR  DIMMAN'S  FARM,  j 
December  18, 18(52.     ) 
To  General  Perry  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the  en- 
gagements before  Fredcricksburg : 

The  signal  gun  fired  Thursday  morning,  the 
eleventh  instant,  found  every  man  at  his  post. 
I  had  two  sections  of  my  battery  on  the  field,  the 
first  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Prosper  Landry, 
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and  the  other  by  Lieutenant  Camille  Mollere. 
The  four  first  bastions,  immediately  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  were  the  positions  assigned  and 
occupied. 

As  soon  as  the  fog,  which  covered  us  until 
about  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  had  disappeared,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  on  me  from  his  enormous  field 
batteries  and  heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river,  his  shots  falling  around,  some  striking 
the  works,  but  none  doing  any  injury.  This  he 
repeated  at  intervals,  each  succeeding  day,  but 
with  no  better  result  for  him,  or  none  worse  for 
me.  According  to  orders,  I  withheld  my  fire 
until  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  came 
down  to  cross ;  but  the  increasing  darkness  pre- 
venting me  from  seeing  the  effects  of  my  shots,  I 
ceased  firing. 

Friday  morning  a  company  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  on  my  left ;  but  a  few  well-directed 
shots  from  Mollere's  section  drove  them  back 
into  the  town.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  com- 
ing down  in  force  from  the  opposite  hills,  in  order 
to  cross.  The  distance  was  rather  too  great  for 
much  accuracy  ;  yet  a  shell  from  my  ten-pound 
Parrott  proved  effective,  bursting  in  the  midst  of 
an  advancing  column,  causing  it  to  stagger,  mak- 
ing some  run,  and  sending  the  mounted  officers 
to  arrest  the  flight  of  the  fugitives.  That  this 
shot  effected  more  than  a  mere  panic  was  attested 
a  short  time  after  by  the  arrival  on  that  spot  of 
four  ambulances,  which  returned  with  their  load 
of  killed  and  wounded. 

Saturday  morning,  a  column  of  the  enemy  be- 
ing seen  crossing  the  street  of  which  the  plank 
road  is  a  prolongation,  a  few  shots  from  the  first 
piece  forced  it  to  take  another  line  of  march,  be- 
hind the  brow  of  the  hills.  But  when  his  heavy 
columns  debouched  from  the  town,  and  were 
marching  across  the  valley,  in  line  of  battle,  to 
attack  our  lines,  the  second  and  third  pieces  were 
the  only  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
them ;  and  &o  effectually  did  they  do  this  that  the 
enemy  brought  forward  immediately,  in  front  of 
the  edge  of  the  town,  eight  pieces,  which  opened 
on  me  so  furiously  that  they  succeeded  in  divert- 
ing my  fire,  but  not  before  I  had  fired  more  than 
two  hundred  rounds.  Their  shots  were  so  well 
directed  that  I  could  only  occasionally  give  a  round 
to  the  infantry,  whenever  the  opportunity  occurred. 
What  harm  I  did  them,  their  smoke,  as  well  as 
mine,  prevented  me  from  seeing ;  yet  I  saw  one 
shell  burst  fairly  among  one  of  his  detachments. 
A  regiment  now  came  forward  to  support  them, 
which  was  driven  back  by  Lieutenant  Mollere's 
section.  It  was  then  that  Captain  Latrobe,  of 
General  Longstreet's  staff,  came  and  suggested 
the  propriety  of  dislodging  two  or  three  regi- 
ments standing  behind  a  steep  hill,  which  not 
only  protected,  but  also  concealed  them  from 
our  men,  on  whom  they  were  evidently  preparing 
to  make  a  charge.  But  my  ten-pound  Parrott 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  without 
taking  it  out  of  the  bastion ;  and  to  do  this 
were  to  meet  almost  certain  death  from  the  guns 
in  front,  which  had  by  this  time  obtained  a  per- 
fect range.  However,  the  suggestion  was  no 


sooner  made  than  Lieutenant  Landry  ordered  it 
out,  and,  together  with  Captain  Latrobe,  helped 
the  men  to  pull  and  put  it  in  position.  It  was 
scarcely  out,  and  not  yet  in  position,  when  can- 
noneer Linopier  fell  dead,  pierced  to  the  heart  by 
a  piece  of  shell.  The  fate  of  their  comrade 
seemed  to  inspire  my  men  with  renewed  determi- 
nation, and,  undaunted  by  the  shots  of  the  guns 
and  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters,  which  were  flying 
thick  and  fast  around  them,  they  behaved  with 
the  calm  courage  which  deserves  the  highest 
praise.  The  piece  was  loaded  and  fired  with  such 
precision  that  not  one  shot  was  lost,  but  every 
one  telling  with  frightful  effect.  It  was  loadei 
for  the  fourth  time,  and  was  ready  to  fire,  when  it 
was  disabled  by  a  shell,  which  broke  a  wheel,  and 
at  the  same  time  wounded  three  men,  (Corporal 
Thomas  Morelli,  whose  skill  as  gunner  cannot  be 
too  highly  prized;  and  cannoneer  Dernot  Le- 
blanc,  \vhose  foot  has  since  been  amputated,  and 
P.  Perez,  severely  wounded  in  three  different 
places.)  But  the  object  was  accomplished ;  some 
fled,  some  were  killed,  and  the  remainder  dared 
not  leave  their  cover.  At  night  the  broken  wheel 
was  replaced  and  the  piece  relieved.  Of  the  first 
piece,  cannoneers  Adolphe  Grilhe  and  F.  Babin 
were  wounded,  the  former  severely  and  the  lat- 
ter slightly.  Three  horses  were  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  was  done  on  Sun- 
day. At  night  I  was  relieved  by  Captain  Jordan, 
after  having  been  in  position  since  Sunday  night, 
the  first  instant.  My  third  section,  of  six-pounder 
guns,  was  not  engaged,  but  on  Sunday  night,  the 
fourteenth  instant,  it  was  ordered  in  front,  where 
it  is  at  present,  occupying  works  on  the  left. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  can  but  render 
praise  to  Lieutenants  Landry  and  Mollere,  for  their 
gallant  conduct,  and  to  my  cannoneers  and  drivers. 
Casualties :  one  killed  and  five  wounded ;  three 
horses  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAURIN, 

Captain,  commanding  Donaldsonville  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  E.  TALIAFERKO. 

HEADQUARTERS  MCLAWS'S  DIVISION,  ) 
December  29,  1802.      ) 

Major  J.  M.  Goggin,  A.  A.  O. : 

MAJOR:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  report 
of  the  ordnance  stores  captured  by  this  command 
in  the  recent  battles  around  Fredericksburg : 

One  thousand  five  hundred  small  arms;  two 
hundred  thousand  rounds  of  small  arm  ammuni- 
tion ;  four  hundred  sets  of  accoutrements ;  three 
hundred  knapsacks ;  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
cartridge  boxes,  extra ;  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  rounds  twelve-pounder  shell  and  spherical 
case ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  twelve-pounder 
shot ;  two  hundred  and  forty  rounds  of  Parrott 
shells,  different  calibres  ;  two  hundred  three-inch 
shell,  of  various  kinds. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  shells,  which 
were  collected  in  the  streets  and  houses,  are  some- 
what damaged,  but  capable  of  being  again  rendered 
serviceable.  The  arms  and  accoutrements  are, 
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for  the  most  part,  in  good  condition,  and  the 
small  arm  ammunition  uninjured. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  TALIAFERRO, 

Captain,  and  Ordnance  Officer  of  Division. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  LEWIS. 

HEADQUARTERS  LEWIS'S  BATTERY,  \ 
December  18,  1862.     j 

Brigadier- General  Wilcox,  commanding  Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery  in  the 
battle  fought  before  Fredericksburg  :  ^ 

I  was  placed  in  position  on  the  hill  immediately 
opposite  the  ford  between  Falmouth  and  Freder- 
icksburg, on  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  of 
November,  and  commenced  throwing  up  earth- 
works to  protect  the  guns  and  cannoneers,  which 
were  completed  before  the  enemy  attempted  to 
cross  the  river. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  eleventh  of  Decem- 
ber, after  the  signal  guns  were  fired,  we  were 
at  our  guns,  ready  for  action,  and  there  remained, 
without  firing  a  gun,  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  I  saw  a  column  of  infantry  (about  two 
regiments)  advancing  to  cross  the  upper  pontoon 
bridge,  when  I  gave  the  command  to  commence 
firing.  We  fired  rapidly  for  a  short  time,  driving 
the  second  regiment  back  behind  Lacy's  house. 

A  little  later  in  the  day,  we  fired  at  some 
cavalry  and  artillery,  which  soon  withdrew  from 
sight.  I  could  have  fired  much  more,  but  my 
orders  were  very  strict  about  wasting  ammuni- 
tion, and  only  fired  when  certain  of  doing  them 
damage.  We  slept  at  our  guns  that  night. 

On  Friday,  the  twelfth  instant,  we  engaged  at 
various  times  in  firing  at  batteries  crossing  the 
river.  About  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  a  column  of 
infantry  (about  a  brigade)  came  in  sight.  1 
opened  on  them  immediately,  throwing  shell  in 
the  head  of  their  column,  scattering  them  and 
doing  them  much  damage,  causing  them  to 
change  their  course,  and  move  back  around 
Lacy's  house.  When  we  ceased  firing,  their  am- 
bulances came  after  the  wounded.  I  could,  with 
a  glass,  see  many  dead  lying  on  the  field  after 
the  ambulances  had  carried  off  the  wounded. 
Later  in  the  day  I  fired  at  some  cavalry  crossing 
the  river  at  the  ford.  Again  their  ambulances 
were  called  into  use. 

On  Saturday  I  fired  on  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery,  whenever  they  came  within  easy  range, 
with  what  effect  I  could  not  tell. 

On  Sunday  I  only  fired  a  few  shots  at  cavalry. 
Up  to  Sunday  night  we  fired  about  four  hundred 
rounds,  at*  which  time  I  was  relieved  by  a  battery 
of  smooth-bore  guns,  and  moved  back  to  the 
position  formerly  occupied  by  Captain  Woolfolk's 
battery,  since  which  time  we  have,  remained  quiet. 
I  am  happy  to  state  that,  although  subjected 
to  an  enfilading  fire  of  more  than  twenty  guns, 
(and  some  of  them  their  heaviest,)  our 'works, 
though  frequently  struck,  were  so  strong  that 
none  passed  through,  but  several  passed  over  the 
top  and  through  the  embrasure  into  the  pits.  I 


lost  none  killed,  and  only  two  wounded — Privates 
Hughes,  in  leg  slightly,  and  Hailey,  in  head,  from 
concussion.  One  horse  was  slightly  wounded. 
I  think  we  could  have  done  them  much  more 
damage  but  for  defectiveness  of  ammunition, 
causing  us  to  lay  aside  our  former  experience  of 
artillerists. 

I  have,  General,  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LEWIS, 

Captain,  commanding  Lewis's  Light  Artillery. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  GOVAN. 


HEADQUARTERS  COMPANY  B, 
SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI 

December  31, 


COMPANY  B,  ) 
REGIMENT,  > 

>er  31,  18(52.     ) 


Colonel  Fizer,  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment : 
SIR  :  The  Florida  companies  that  reported  to 
me  on  the  eleventh  instant  were  ordered  into 
position  on  my  right.  The  entire  command,  in 
my  opinion,  did  not  constitute  forty  men.  They 
were  ordered  to  conform  to  the  movement  of  the 
command.  The  officer  in  command  of  said  com- 
panies failed  repeatedly  to  obey  my  commands, 
when  ordered  to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders  ;  and 
so  silent  was  his  command  that  I  hardly  knew  he 
was  in  position.  His  excuse  for  not  tiring  was, 
that  his  position  was  too  much  exposed,  and 
firing  would  draw  the  fire  of  artillery.  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  officer  was  withdrawing  his  com- 
mand by  two  o'clock.  I  passed  the  order  down 
the  line  to  fall  back,  which  was  promptly  obeyed. 
I  am  confident  that  if  any  were  captured  it  was 
from  inefficiency,  and  from  fear  of  being  killed  in 
the  retreat.  The  position  was  held  until  sunset. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  R.  GOVAN, 

Captain  Company  B. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  ) 

REGIMENT,  NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  > 

December  31, 18(W.     > 

Lieutenant  John  A.  JBarksdale,  A.  A.  A.  General 

Third  Brigade: 

LIEUTENANT  :  It  becoming  my  duty  to  report 
to  you  the  action  of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  Lang,  during  the  engage- 
ment at  Fredericksburg,  December  eleventh,  1862, 
I  submit  the  following : 

About  five  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh,  General  Barksdale  came  to  me,  at  the 
ferry  near  Commerce  Street,  accompanied  by 
a  portion  of  the  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  num- 
bering about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  I  sup- 
pose. He  said  to  me,  "  Assist  Captain  Lang, 
commanding,  in  putting  his  battalion  in  position," 
which  I  proceeded  to  do  immediately,  suggesting 
to  Captain  L.  to  place  his  battalion  on  my  left, 
which  could  be  in  point-blank  range  of  the 
enemy,  above  the  bridge  then  being  rapidly  con- 
structed by  them  —  my  regiment  bearing  on  the 
front  and  from  a  point  below.  Such  disposition 
being  made,  we  easily  swept  the  enemy  from  their 
bridge,  from  above,  below,  and  in  front.  The 
battalion  did  good  service  and  acted  gallantly 
while  commanded  by  Captain  L.  He  obeyed  my 
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suggestions  with  alacrity,  and  proved  himself  a 
worthy,  gallant,  and  efficient  officer,  but  fell, 
severely  wounded,  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M., 
after  which  time  I  received  but  little  aid  from  the 
regiment,  as  it  seemed  troubled  and  in  want  of  a 
commander.  I  am  compelled  to  state  that  a 
certain  lieutenant  (his  name  I  do  not  recollect)  so 
far  forgot  himself  as  to  draw  his  pistol  and 
threaten  to  kill  some  of  my  sharpshooters  if  they 
fired  again,  as  it  would  draw  the  enemy's  fire  on 
the  position.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  portion 
of  the  regiment  sent  to  reenforce  Captain  Govan, 
I  refer  you  to  his  enclosed  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  FIZER. 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Mississippi  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  FIZER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  ) 

REGIMENT,  NEAU  FREDEKICKSBURG,  VA.,  > 

December  19,  1862.     ) 

To  John  E.  Barfodale,  A.  A.  O.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  Seventeenth 
regiment  Mississippi  volunteers,  while  defending 
the  passage  of  the  Rappahannock,  opposite  the 
city  of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  December,  1862  : 

Being  ordered  to  the  city  on  picket  duty  on 
the  ninth  instant,  I  was  ordered  to  dispose  of  my 
regiment  so  as  to  guard  the  river  from  the  ferry 
to  a  point  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  below. 
I  promptly  made  such  disposition  as  I  thought 
would  check  the  enemy,  if  he  attempted  to  force 
a  passage  at  or  between  either  point  indicated. 
The  line  of  pickets  consisted  of  two  wings,  the 
right  commanded  by  Captain  A.  G.  Govan,  and  the 
left  by  Captain  A.  J.  Pulliam.  The  reserve  I 
stationed  at  or  near  the  market-house.  About 
eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  tenth  instant,  you 
ordered  me  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
promptly  done,  by  sending  to  the  right  wing 
companies  I  and  K,  and  to  the  left  companies  H 
and  C ;  and,  about  four  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  you,  in  person,  ordered  me  with 
my  reserve,  consisting  of  Companies  D,  E,  G,  and 
part  of  F,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  upper  ford,  as 
the  enemy  were  rapidly  putting  in  their  pontoons, 
preparatory  to  crossing.  I  reached  the  point 
as  soon  as  possible,  and,  on  getting  there,  found 
the  enemy  busily  working  on  the  bridge,  having 
extended  it  about  thirty  feet  on  the  water.  On 
reaching  this  point,  I  relieved  Captain  Pulliam, 
and  assumed  command  in  person.  You  having 
left  it  discretionary  with  me  when  to  begin  the 
attack,  I  immediately  made  such  disposition  of 
the  seven  companies  as  I  thought  would  be  most 
effective.  Knowing  there  were  many  families 
occupying  the  houses  on  the  margin  of  the  river, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  notify  all  the  women  and 
children  of  their  danger,  and  give  them  time  to 
get  from  under  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  This 
being  accomplished  about  five  A.  M.,  I  ordered  my 
men  to  fire  on  the  bridge-builders,  which  they 
obeyed  promptly  and  deliberately,  and  I  think 


with  stunning  effect,  the  command  being  echoed 
by  Captain  Govan  on  the  right,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  with  equal  effect,  causing  the  enemy  to 
throw  down  their  implements  and  quit  their  work 
in  great  confusion.  After  which  they  immediate- 
ly opened  a  heavy,  galling,  and  concentrated  fire 
of  musketry  and  artillery  upon  both  wings  for 
an  hour,  and,  supposing  they  had  driven  us  from 
our  position,  they  again  began  their  work  on  the 
bridges.  But  as  soon  as  we  discovered  them  at 
work  we  renewed  the  attack,  and  droye  them  pell- 
mell  from  the  'bridges.  They  made  nine  desper- 
ate attempts  to  finish  their  bridges,  but  were 
severely  punished  and  promptly  repulsed  at  every 
attempt.  They  used  their  artillery  incessantly, 
with  a  heavy  detachment  of  sharpshooters,  for 
twelve  hours,  we  holding  our  position  firmly  the 
whole  time,  until  about  half  past  four  P.  M.,  when 
they  increased  their  artillery  and  infantry,  and  their 
batteries  becoming  so  numerous  and  concentrated, 
we  could  not  use  our  rifles.  Being  deprived  of 
all  protection,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
Caroline  Street,  and,  from  there,  were  ordered 
from  town.  Having  to  abandon  my  position,  (on 
the  left,)  believing  Captain  Govan  still  holding  the 
lower  bridge,  and  knowing  the  enemy  to  have 
crossed,  I  immediately  despatched  a  courier  to 
notify  him  to  fall  back,  fearing  he  would  be  taken. 
He  rendered  me  very  valuable  assistance,  and 
held  his  position  firmly  and  with  great  gallantry 
and  unusual  firmness,  supported  by  a  part  of  the 
gallant  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  composed 
of  Companies  A,  I,  and  K.  Lieutenant  Radcliff 
deserves  special  notice  for  his  able  assistance  to 
Captain  Govan.  I  call  your  attention  especially 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Ourster, 
commanding  Company  F.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
Lieutenant  G.  E.  Thurmond,  Company  B,  acting 
adjutant,  for  his  promptness,  coolness,  and  effi- 
ciency, in  face  of  danger.  Lieutenant  Sweeney,  of 
Company  D,  deserves  much  credit  for  promptness 
and  efficiency.  Captain  G.  R.  Cherry,  with  his 
gallant  company,  stood  the  shot  and  shell  like 
veterans,  as  did  the  commands  of  Captains  Pul- 
liam and  Middleton  and  Lieutenants  Patton  and 
Lindly.  I  cannot  close  without  according  to 
Wm.  C.  Nelson,  private  of  Company  G,  the  high- 
est praise  for  his  services  as  courier,  bearing  de- 
spatches when  shot  and  shell  fell  thickest  and 
fastest.  Much  credit  is  also  due  to  Private  C.  H. 
Johnson,  Company  F,  for  his  valuable  services 
as  courier.  First  Lieutenant  Jonas  B.  Clayton, 
Company  G,  quit  his  post,  severely  wounded, 
about  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  after  having  done  valu- 
able service  with  his  gallant  company.  Colonel 
Carter,  of  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
furnished  me  with  ten  valuable  sharpshooters, 
which  rendered  valuable  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  FIZER, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

P.  S.  The  casualties  in  the  regiment  during 
the  engagement  were  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 


DOCUMENTS. 


145 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  RICE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BATTALION  ) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  INFANTRY,  > 

December  22,  1862.     ) 

CAPTAIN:  On  Saturday  morning,  thirteenth 
instant,  the  Third  battalion,  Kershaw's  brigade, 
McLaws's  division.  South  Carolina  infantry,  was 
ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  to  change 
position,  from  that  first  assigned  to  it,  to  the  mill 
on  the  crest  south  of  Fredericksburg,  there  to 
guard  a  gap  in  the  railroad  embankment,  and 
prevent  its  passage  by  the  enemy.  The  order  was 
immediately  executed ;  but  the  enemy  failing  to 
make  his  appearance  at  or  near  the  gap,  the  bat- 
talion was  not  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
the  thirteenth  instant.  This  position  was  held 
by  the  battalion  until  the  night  of  the  sixteenth 
instant,  when  it  was  ordered  on  picket  guard. 
On  Saturday  morning,  while  marching  to  the 
mill,  Private  A.  W.  Anderson,  Company  A,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  shell  from  the 
enemy's  guns.  On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth  instant, 
Private  Wesley  Bryant,*Company  E,  was  killed 
by  a  fragment  of  shell. 

The  above  report  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
Third  battalion  South  Carolina  infantry,  during 
the  battle  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  RICE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Battalion  South 
Carolina  Infantry. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  BLAND. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  SOUTH  CAROLINA  REGI- 
MENT, CAMP  NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA., 
December  19, 18G2. 

Captain  B.  C.  Holmes,  A.  A.  G. : 

biR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon 
hearing  the  signal  guns,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh  instant,  I  formed  my  regiment,  about 
four  o'clock,  and  marched  to  the  position  as- 
signed me  in  line,  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the 
Telegraph  road  and  left  of  Captain  Read's  bat- 
tery. I  deployed  forward  the  flank  companies, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  to  a  ditch  in  rear  of 
a  field  upon  the  edge  of  the  open  plain.  This 
position  we  occupied  during  the  bombardment  of 
city  and  crossing  the  river  by  the  enemy.  At 
seven  o'clock  p.  M.  on  the  twelfth,  I  received  or- 
ders to  occupy,  with  the  regiment,  the  ground 
held  by  our  line  of  skirmishers  and  open  rifle- 
pits  during  the  night,  advancing  my  skirmishers 
in  the  open  field  in  front.  The  rifle-pits  were 
finished  and  occupied  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  of 
the  thirteenth,  (Saturday.)  About  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  the  enemy  advanced  and  attacked  the  posi- 
tion held  by  General  Cobb's  brigade,  of  which 
engagement  we  were  quiet  spectators,  until  one 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  I  received  orders,  with  the 
other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  to  reenforce  Gen- 
eral Cobb.  I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  in  rear  of 
the  Third  South  Carolina  regiment,  down  the 
Telegraph  road  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
then  filed  to  the  left,  across  Hazel  Run,  up  the 
bluff  in  rear  of  Colonel  Walton's  battery,  to  the 
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hill  in  rear  of  the  Marye  house,  where  I  met  Lieu- 
tenant Doby,  of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  who  or-J 
dered  me  to  form  the  regiment  in  rear  of  Colonel 
Nance's  Third  South  Carolina,  which  was  on  the 
left  and  upon  a  line  with  the  Marye  house. 
Immediately  after  I  formed  line,  with  the  Fifteenth 
South  Carolina  filed  in  my  rear.  At  this  time  I 
lost  several  of  my  officers  and  men  wounded  by 
fragments  of  shell ;  among  them  Captains  Roper 
and  Hudgens  and  Lieutenant  Lovelace.  In 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifteenth 
North  Carolina  regiment  to  reenforce  him.  I  at 
once  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  his  position, 
which  was  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  Marye 
house,  my  three  left  companies'  being  in  front  of 
the  house.  The  position  was  a  good  one,  with 
the  crest  of  the  hill  just  in  our  front,  at  which 
point  it  descended  rapidly  towards  the  enemy. 
About  seventy  yards  below,  and  in  front  of  us, 
was  the  Telegraph  road,  with  a  stone  wall  or 
fence  on  the  enemy's  side,  behind  which  rested 
three  regiments  of  Cobb's  brigade,  and  the 
Second  and  Eighth  South  Carolina  regiments, 
the  two  latter  having  just  reenforced  them.  The 
knoll  in  my  front  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to 
injure  our  friends,  but  placed  us  in  fine  range  of 
our  enemies.  We  would  load  and  advance  to 
fire,  and  then  fall  back  to  reload.  My  right  flank 
was  exposed,  by  a  slight  depression  in  the  hill,  to 
an  oblique  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  taken 
advantage  of.  Hence  the  greater  loss  in  the 
right  wing.  We  continued  in  the  engagement 
until  night,  when  the  final  charge  was  made  and 
the  enemy  repulsed.  My  officers  and  men  be- 
haved as  became  South  Carolinians  and  soldiers 
of  Kershaw's  brigade.  I  received  valuable  as- 
sistance from  Major  J.  S.  Hard  and  Adjutant 
Carwill,  of  this  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Doby, 
of  General  Kershaw's  staff,  whose  gallant  conduct 
cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  After  night,  I 
relieved,  by  order,  Phillips's  legion,  of  General 
Cobb's  brigade,  which  was  behind  the  stone  fence 
before  mentioned,  in  my  late  front.  We  held 
this  position,  with  the  wings  doubled,  occasional- 
ly exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy,  until  Tues- 
day morning,  tenth  instant,  when  I  was  ordered 
into  the  city  on  picket  duty.  We  were  relieved 
by  one  of  General  Barksdale's  regiments,  at  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  and  marched  back  to  camp,  having 
been  absent  six  days  and  five  nights.  Drs. 
Shine  and  Carlisle  displayed  their  usual  skill  and 
energy  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  My  loss  was 
four  killed  and  fifty-seven  wounded.  Most  of 
the  wounds  are  slight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELBERT  BLAND, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding'  Seventh 
South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  MOODY. 

B.  G.  Humphreys,  Colonel  commanding  Twenty- 
First  Regiment  Mississippi  Vols. : 
Sm:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  on  the 
morning  of  the  eleventh  December,  I  took  com- 
mand of  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourth  regiment, 
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composed  of  the  following  companies :  Company 
A,  Lieutenant  Walcott ;  Company  C,  Lieutenant 
Longsfield;  Company  H,  Lieutenant  Brien;  Com- 
pany F,  Captain  Fitzgerald ;  Company  G,  Cap- 
tain Dudley ;  and  moved  to  the  support  of  Cap- 
tain Govan,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi 
regiment,  who  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
at  the  bridge,  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  town. 
Immediately  upon  arriving  I  ordered  company  G 
to  his  support,  but  found  that  he  had  all  the  men 
he  could  use  to  advantage. 

This  wing  remained  in  line  in  the  road,  about 
one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  Captain  Govan's 
position,  unprotected,  from  A.  M.  to  p.  M.  The 
dense  fog,  which  had  before  concealed  us  from 
the  enemy,  then  cleared,  and  they  concentrated 
their  fire  upon  this  wing.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  command  to  retire  about  three  hundred 
yards,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  About 
four  P.  M.  Captain  Govan  sent  to  me  for  assist- 
ance. I  ordered  forward  Companies  C  and  F, 
which  order  was  obeyed  with  promptness.  In 
the  mean  time,  Captain  Govan  received  orders 
from  General  Barksdale  to  retire.  I  then  took 
position  on  the  railroad,  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear,  leaving  two  companies  at  the  deep  cut  on 
the  road,  and  the  other  three  I  stationed  near  the 
Telegraph  road,  within  supporting  distance,  and 
remained  in  this  position  until  ordered  by  you, 
about  ten  p.  M.,  to  return  to  camp.  You,  sir, 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  wing. 
From  six  A.  M.  to  one  P.  M.  they  were  exposed  to 
the  hottest  fire  I  ever  witnessed,  and  I  saw  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  or  men  to  move 
from  their  position  until  ordered.  Captain  Govan 
and  the  brave  men  of  his  command  are  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise.  Up  to  the  time  he  was 
ordered  to  leave  his  position,  the  enemy  had  not 
succeeded  in  laying  a  plank.  Braver  officers  and 
men  than  Captain  Govan  and  his  command  can- 
not be  found.  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  right  wing :  Com- 
pany A,  one  killed,  two  wounded ;  Company  C, 
four  wounded ;  Company  H,  six  killed,  three 
wounded  ;  Company  F,  four  wounded  ;  Company 
G,  two  killed,  five  wounded.  Total,  nine  killed, 
eighteen  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  MOODY, 

Major  Twenty-First  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

REPORT   OF   CAPTAIN   NANCE,    COMMANDING 
REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  SOUTH  CAROLINA  > 
REGIMENT,  December  20,  18(52.     j 

Captain  C.  B.  Holmes,  A.  A.  G.  : 

SIR  :  As  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  regiment,  the  duty  devolves  upon 
me  to  detail  the  operations  of  t'he  same  in  the 
recent  engagement  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
The  regiment  was  aroused  about  five  o'clock  A.  M. 
on  Thursday,  the  eleventh  instant,  by  the  firing 
of  the  signal  guns  ;  and  soon  afterwards  a  courier 
from  Brigadier-General  Kershaw  notified  the 
Colonel  commanding  that  the  enemy  were  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  Rappahanuock  River,  oppo- 


site Fredericksburg,  and  ordered  me  to  occupy 
its  place  in  the  line  of  battle,  previously  desig- 
nated. Accordingly,  the  regiment  was  put  in 
motion,  and,  about  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  was  put  in 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  and  on  the  left  of  Captain  Reid's  battery, 
with  the  Seventh  South  Carolina  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  on  our 
right,  and  the  Second  South  Carolina  volunteer 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  John  D. 
Kennedy,  on  our  left.  Two  companies  of  skir- 
mishers, (Captain  Hance's  company,  A,  of  rifles,) 
and  Captain  Nance's  company,  E,  rifles,  were  de- 
ployed so  as  to  cover  the  front  of  our  regiment, 
and  placed  in  the  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  oc- 
cupied by  the  regiments.  The  orders  given  these 
company  commanders  were  to  hold  their  posi- 
tions as  long  as  possible,  and,  when  compelled,  to 
fall  back  upon  the  regiments. 

Thursday  and  Friday  witnessed  no  advance  by 
the  enemy  upon  our  immediate  lines.  On  Friday 
night,  the  line  of  battle  was  changed  from  the 
top  of  the  hill  to  its  base,  the  regiments  occupy- 
ing the  position  previously  held  by  the  two 
companies  of  skirmishers.  This  position  was 
strengthened,  during  the  night,  by  digging  pits 
and  throwing  up  earthen  breastworks. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  right  and  left  of 
our  lines,  at  about  nine  o'clock.  About  ten  min- 
utes before  one  o'clock  P.  M.  Colonel  Nance  re- 
ceived an  order  from  Brigadier-General  Kershaw 
to  extend  his  lines  so  as  to  occupy  the  works  of 
the  Second  South  Carolina  regiment  on  our  left. 
This  order  was  subsequently  revoked,  upon  the 
information  that  Colonel  Kennedy  had  left  a 
company  to  do  this.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
two  o'clock  P.  M.  a  verbal  order  was  extended  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  ordering  Colonel 
Nance  to  move  his  command,  by  the  way  he 
would  designate,  to  the  support  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral T.  R.  R.  Cobb's  command.  The  regiment 
was  accordingly  moved  down  the  earthworks  into 
the  Telegraph  road,  then  down  the  Telegraph 

road  near  the  mill  on Creek,  and  then  up 

the  newly-made  road  to  the  top  of  the  hill  just  in 
rear  of  the  cemetery,  and  from  that  point  across 
the  field  in  the  rear  of  Marye's  house,  where 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw  ordered,  through  Ma- 
jor Gaillard,  of  the  Second  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, that  the  regiment  should  form  in  line  of 
battle  and  advance  on  a  line  with  the  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment.  An  order  was  received 
through  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid-de-camp,  to 
the  effect  that  our  right  should  rest  upon  Marye's 
house.  Soon  after,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby,  aid- 
de-camp,  insisted  that  the  enemy  should  not  be 
allowed  to  gain  possession  of  Marye's  house,  and, 
although  only  six  companies  on  the  line,  Colonel 
Nance  promptly  brought  the  line  forward.  As 
the  regiment  reached  the  position,  on  a  line  with 
the  front  of  Marye's  house,  it  was  exposed  to  a 
most  murderous  fire  from  the  enemy,  plainly 
visible  from  that  point.  The  line  was  ordered  to 
move  across  the  chain  fence.  The  remaining 
four  companies  had  previously  joined  the  advan- 
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cing  line,  and  the  ranks  made  complete.  When 
the  line  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  order  to 
fire  was  given,  and  the  effects  must  have  been 
terrible,  as  the  shots  were  delivered  coolly  and 
with  an  evident  intention  to  kill.  About  this 
time,  Colonel  James  D.  Nance  fell,  wounded  in 
the  thigh.  Not  long  afterwards,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel William  D.  Rutherford  fell,  shot  through  the 
right  side,  and  not  long  afterwards,  Major  Robert 
C.  Maffet  was  disabled  by  a  ball  through  his  arm. 
Here,  too,  Captain  Rutherford  P.  Todd,  who  was 
acting  as  a  field  officer,  was  disabled  by  a  ball  in 
an  artery  of  the  right  arm.  Colonel  James  D. 
Nance,  while  lying  down  wounded,  suggested  to 
Captain  William  W.  Hance,  then  commanding, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  move  the  regiment  back 
a  few  paces  into  a  road,  parallel  to  the  line  of 
battle,  leading  from  the  Marye  house  to  a  street 
on  our  left,  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle. 
Whilst  occupying  this  position,  a  vigorous  and 
well-directed  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  various 
lines,  whenever  they  attempted  to  advance  or 
exposed  themselves.  Sharpshooters,  posted  about 
the  Marye  house,  dealt  constant  and  well-directed 
fire  upon  the  enemy.  Captains  William  W.  Hance 
and  John  C.  Summer  both  fell,  while  in  command 
of  the  regiment,  the  former  having  his  leg  bad- 
ly shattered,  the  latter  killed  by  a  grape-shot 
through  the  head.  The  command  then  devolved 
upon  myself,  being  the  senior  officer  present. 
About  six  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant  A.  E.  Doby, 
aid-de-camp,  delivered  an  order  to  move  the  regi- 
ment about  a  hundred  yards  beyond  our  position 
at  the  Marye  house,  and  behind  a  stone  fence, 
connecting  with  the  left  of  the  position  of  Phil- 
lips's  legion.  Soon  afterwards  an  order  came, 
through  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  covering 
the  line  of  the  regiment.  Accordingly,  First 
Lieutenant  R.  H.  Wright,  commanding  Company 
E,  was  sent  forward,  and,  as  his  command  drew 
near  some  dwelling-houses,  just  in  front  of  the 
regiment,  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  posted  in  the  houses.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  the  further  fact  that 
night  was  upon  us,  the  line  of  skirmishers  were 
drawn  back  some  considerable  distance.  About 
seven  o'clock,  Brigadier-General  Kemper,  with 
two  hundred  and  ninety  men  from  his  command, 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Ransom,  relieved 
this  command  of  its  position  in  the  immediate 
front,  and  by  the  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ker- 
shaw,  conveyed  through  Adjutant  G.  J.  Pope,  the 
regiment  was  moved  back  over  the  hill  occupied 

by  our  batteries,  near  the  mill  on  the Creek, 

where  the  Third  South  Carolina  battalion,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rice,  was  posted, 
and  there  remained  until  the  night  of  the  fifteenth 
instant,  when,  under  orders  received  from  Brig- 
adier-General Kershaw,  the  regiment  was  marched 
back  into  its  former  camp. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  complimenting  the  com- 
mand at  the  dauntless  spirit  and  bravery  dis- 
played throughout  by  the  officers  and  men.  All 
seemed  to  realize  the  call  made  upon  them,  and 
none  failed  to  respond. 


The  fire  the  regiment  was  called  upon  to  sus- 
tain was  certainly  not  surpassed  by  that  at  Sav- 
age Station,  Maryland  Heights,  and  Sharpsburg. 
The  command  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded,  as  the  accompanying  list  will  show. 
There  were  twenty-five  killed  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  wounded  ;  total  loss,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-seven. 

Strength  —  Thirty-six  commissioned  officers, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-four  enlisted  men  ;  total, 
four  hundred. 

Respectfully, 

J.  K.  NANCE, 

Captain,  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  LUSE. 

CAMP  BARKSDALE'S  BRIGADE,  NEAR  FREDERICKS-  ) 
BURG,  VA.,  December  19,  1802.      \ 

General  Barksdale  : 

SIR  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the 
action  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  in 
the  late  battle  of  Fredericksburg : 

The  night  of  the  tenth  instant  the  regiment 
picketed  the  river  for  about  half  a  mile  above, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below,  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Run ;  that  portion  of  the  regiment  not  on  post 
being  encamped  at  Mrs;  Ferneyhough's  house,  on 
the  river  road.  About  midnight  I  received  or- 
ders from  you  to  double  my  pickets,  which  was 
immediately  done.  ^Between  this  time  and  day- 
light I  received  information  from  my  pickets  that 
the  enemy  were  preparing  to  throw  a  pontoon 
bridge  across  the  river,  opposite  the  lower  post, 
above  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run.  You,  being 
present  at  the  time,  ordered  me  to  send  three 
companies  to  support  Captain  Govan,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Mississippi  regiment,  above,  and  to 
take  the  rest  of  my  command  to  the  river,  to 
guard  the  poiiU  at  which  it  was  reported  the 
enemy  were  constructing  the  bridge,  opposite  my 
line.  This  was  done  at  once.  I  went  myself  to 
examine  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  heard 
them  throw  in  the  first  boat,  about  half  an  hour 
before  day.  Judging  them  to  be  within  easy 
range  of  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run,  I  lined  the 
banks  with  sharpshooters,  in  addition  to  the  pick- 
ets. Their  boats  were  thrown  in  with  great 
rapidity  from  this  time  until  daylight,  when  I 
discovered  that  the  boats  had  been  floated  down 
the  river  several  hundred  yards,  making  the  place 
of  crossing  below  and  out  of  range  from  Deep 
Run.  I  immediately  ordered  my  two  companies 
of  sharpshooters  down  to  the  crossing,  to  open  fire 
on  the  enemy  simultaneously  with  the  pickets  in 
their  front,  and  moved  up  with  the  rest 'of  the 
regiment,  getting  in  position  and  removing  a  pal- 
ing fence  just  as  the  fire  was  opened  in  front. 
The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  bridge,  and 
their  supports  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
broke  ranks,  and  were  with  difficulty  rallied.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  pickets  werq^posted  near 
enough  to  watch  the  further  movement ..of.the:, 
enemy,  with  two  companies  conoealeq:  ve'ry  near, 
the  crossing  to  resist  any  further"  wqrk  on  thy 
bridge  or  attempt  to  cross  it,  one  company'  re- 
maining on  the  upper  side  of  Deep  &un:by  your 
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order.  The  remaining  four  companies  of  the 
regiment  I  placed  in  the  ravine  in  front  of  the 
crossing,  posting  one  where  the  river  road  crosses 
Deep  Run,  to  guard  the  point  against  any  sudden 
move  of  the  enemy.  The  companies,  thus  sta- 
tioned, remained  in  the  position  above  described 
until  about  noon,  when  two  regiments  came  to 
reenforce  me,  one  forming  on  my  right,  the  other 
on  my  left.  The  ground  which  three  of  my  com- 
panies occupied  being  embraced  in  the  positions 
of  the  above-mentioned  regiments,  I  brought  them 
in,  and  remained  in  position  to  resist  the  crossing 
'or  advance  of  the  enemy  until  half  past  three  P.  M., 
when  Colonel  De  Saussure,  commanding  the  re- 
enforcements  sent  me,  communicated  to  me  an 
order  from  General  Kershaw  to  fall  back  to  the 
river  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
to  our  rear,  leaving  one  company,  (C,)  Captain 
Cassell's,  in  the  ravine,  with  instructions  to  fire  on 
the  enemy  as  he  advanced.  This  order  was  ex- 
ecuted. The  enemy  crossed  in  our  front  between 
sundown  and  dark,  and,  advancing  his  skirmish- 
ers, encountered  Captain  Cassell's  company,  who 
fired  on  them  and  retired,  in  obedience  to  their 
instructions. 

It  is  but  just  to  state  that  all  the  above 
movements,  after  daylight,  were  performed  under 
a  destructive  fire  of  the  numerous  guns  of  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  that  all  the  dangerous  duties  assigned  them 
were  performed,  by  officers  and  men,  with  the 
steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  LUSE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  commanding  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  STACKHOUSE,  COMMAND. 
ING  REGIMENT. 

REGIMENTAL  QUARTERS,  EIGHTH  SOUTH  CAROLINA  ) 
REGIMENT,  December  19, 1862.     J 

Brigadier-  General  Kershaw : 

GENERAL:  In  obedience  to  orders  contained 
in  circular  of  this  date,  requiring  the  commanders 
of  regiments,  battalions,  and  batteries,  to  make 
reports  of  the  engagements  of  their  commands  in 
the  late  action  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  December  in- 
stant, on  hearing  the  signal  guns,  I  formed  my 
regiment,  and,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  formed 
my  command  on  your  left,  occupying  a  good  po- 
sition on  the  Telegraph  road,  at  the  point  where 
the  ope*n  sands  connect  with  the  woods. 

I  kept  this  position,  with  but  little  change,  till 
one  o'clock  p.  M.  on  the  thirteenth,  when,  in 
obedience  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  command, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Kennedy's  (Second) 
regiment,  by  a  tortuous  and  difficult  way,  to  the 
open  sand  on  Marge's  Hill.  As  soon  as  we 
reached  the  open  space  on  the  hill,  by  order  of 
Colonel  Kennedy,  I  formed  my  command  on  his 
right.  The  two  commands  were  then,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Kennedy,  moved  rapidly  to  the  front. 
On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front,  (my 


right  resting  on  a  line  with  the  cemetery,)  we 
came  to  troops  lying  on  the  ground  and  firing  to 
the  front.  Believing  this  to  be  a  portion  of  Gen- 
eral Cobb's  brigade  who  had  been  driven  from 
their  position,  I  halted  my  command,  and  went 
myself  to  the  front,  to  get  a  view  of  the  road  in 
front  of  Marye's  Hill.  Finding  General  Cobb's 
brigade  in  position  in  the  road,  I  caused  my  com- 
mand to  cease  firing,  (they  had,  without  orders, 
opened  fire  on  the  advancing  Yankee  lines,)  and 
moved  it  rapidly  to  the  road.  I  formed  it  on  the 
Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment,  then  in  position 
behind  the  stone  fence.  Without  much  change, 
we  kept  this  position  till  the  evening  of  the  six- 
teenth. By  your  order  I  was  permitted  to  form 
my  command  in  four  ranks  on  Colonel  De  Saus- 
sure's  (Fifteenth)  regiment,  my  right  resting  on 
the  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  till  the  even- 
ing of  the  fourteenth,  when  that  regiment  was 
relieved  by  the  Tenth  Georgia  regiment  of  General 
Semmes's  brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth,  the  enemy 
attempted  several  times  to  advance  on  our  posi- 
tion, but  succeeded  only  in  reaching  a  defile,  two 
hundred  yards  in  front,  which  concealed  them 
from  view  from  our  position.  Notwithstanding 
the  long  range,  I  believe  we  did  the  enemy  much 
injury  on  his  march  to  the  defile  above  alluded  to. 

On  the  fourteenth,  we  confined  our  fire  to  select 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth,  I  have  little"  of 
interest  to  record  in  connection  with  my  com- 
mand. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  my 
command.  For  casualties,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  report  made  yesterday.  Of  the  thirty-one 
killed  and  disabled,  we  lost  twenty-eight  in  reach- 
ing our  position. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  STACKHOUSE, 

Captain,  commanding  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DE  SAUSSURE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTEENTH  REGIMENT) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

December  20,  1862.     ) 

Captain  C.  It.  Holmes,  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral : 

SIR  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  eleventh  instant,  the 
Fifteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers 
moved  down  the  Bowling  Green  road  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  picket  at  the  Ferneyhough  farm,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse,  Eighteenth 
Mississippi,  and  was  formed  on  the  right,  upon 
the  edge  of  Deep  Run,  in  front  of  the  road,  with 
the  Sixteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Bryan,  on  the  left 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Luse.  The  command  re- 
mained in  that  position,  with  three  companies 
thrown  forward  towards  the  river  as  skirmishers, 
until  ordered  to  retire  to  the  Bowling  Green  road 
by  General  Kershaw,  late  in  the  day.  The 
regiment  remained  on  picket  all  night,  until  five 
o'clock  A.  M.,  Friday  morning,  when,  by  order  of 
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Major-General  McLaws,  it  resumed  its  proper 
position  in  line. 

On  Saturday  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  regi- 
ment marched  off  by  the  left  flank,  with  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  to  the  support  of  General  Cobb's 
brigade,  under  Marye's  Hill.  Passing  to  the 
rear  of  the  batteries,  the  regiment  halted,  and 
lay  down  in  line  of  battle,  in  rear  of  the  Marye 
house,  until,  by  an  order  extended  through  As- 
sistant Adjutant-General  Holmes,  it  was  marched 
across  the  hill,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  the  rear  of 
the  cemetery,  as  a  support  to  Colonel  Walton's 
batteries.  Later  in  the  evening  the  regiment 
was  marched  down  to  the  stone  wall,  on  the  road 
below  Marye's  Hill,  to  the  support  of  the  Second 
Carolina  regiment,  and  there  remained  until  the 
evacuation  of  the  city  of  Fredericksburg  by  the 
enemy,  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  instant. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
regiment  throughout  the  entire  five  days,  from 
the  eleventh  to  the  sixteenth  December,  was  such 
as  to  meet  with  my  unqualified  approbation. 

I  would  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Brigadier-General  the  services  of  the  staff  officers 
actually  engaged :  Adjutant  James  M.  Davis,  for 
the  gallant  and  prompt  execution  of  all  orders 
extended  by  him  ;  Surgeon  James  and  Assistant- 
Surgeon  Wallace  ;  also  the  Kev.  H.  B.  McCallum, 
chaplain  of  the  regiment,  for  their  skilful  and 
assiduous  attention  to  the  wounded  ;  and  Ord- 
nance Sergeant  R.  W.  Boyd,  for  his  prompt 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  department. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  with  twenty- 
seven  commissioned  officers  and  three  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  enlisted  men;  and  had  two 
commissioned  officers  (Lieutenants  Barren  and 
Derrick)  wounded,  one  sergeant  and  one  private 
killed,  and  fifty-two  enlisted  men  wounded,  of 
which  a  tabular  statement  has  been  heretofore 
furnished. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  D.  DE  SAUSSURE, 

Colonel  Fifteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NANCE. 

RICHMOND,  December  24, 1882. 
Captain  0.  E.  Holmes,  A.  A.  O. : 

SIR  :  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth 
instant,  I  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle  just 
to  the  right  of  the  Telegraph  road,  as  you  approach 
Fredericksburg,  and  immediately  at  the  foot  of 
the  first  range  of  hills  from  the  river.  Except 
some  slight  shelling,  which  annoyed  us  and 
wounded  one  or  more  of  my  men,  nothing  of 
special  interest  occurred  to  us  until  about  two 
p.  M.,  when,  by  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw,  I  moved,  by  the  left,  out«-of  some 
breastworks  which  I  had  thrown  up  the  night 
before,  down  the  Telegraph  road  five  or  six  hun- 
dred yards,  filed  to  the  left,  and,  crossing  the 
branch  running  by  its  side,  took  the  road  leading 
over  the  high  hill  on  the  left  of  the  Telegraph 
road,  and  into  the  open  field  behind  Marye's 
house.  When  within  five- or  six  hundred  yards 
of  this  house,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A.  D.  C.,  deliv- 
ered to  me  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  and 


move  forward  and  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  at 
Marye's  house,  with  my  right  resting  at  the  house. 
I  immediately  began  to  close  up  my  regiment  to 
execute  the  order,  when  Major  Gaillard  rode  up, 
and,  speaking  for  Brigadier-General  Kershaw, 
extended  substantially  the  same  order,  and,  at 
my  request,  gave  me  the  direction  of  the  crest 
which  I  was  to  occupy,  so  that  I  could  form 
parallel  to  it  before  advancing.  The  regiment 
was  considerably  strung  out  in  the  flank  move- 
ment made  in  coming  to  this  point,  and  while 
waiting  for  it  to  close  up,  Lieutenant  Doby,  A. 
D.  C.,  came  to  me,  telling  me  to  hurry  up,  and 
represented  to  me  that  Marye's  house  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  possessed  by  the  enemy.  Seeing 
the  importance  of  the  point,  and  thus  having  my 
fears  for  its  safety  excited,  I  advanced  at  once 
with  that  portion  of  my  regiment  which  was 
formed,  and  left  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  G.  J. 
Pope,  to  bring  the  other  companies  forward,  as 
soon  as  they  formed.  When  we  reached  the 
neighborhood  of  Marye's  house  a  severe  fire  was 
opened  upon  us  ;  but  we  steadily  advanced  to 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  my  men  lay  down 
and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  in  the 
flat  in  our  front.  By  this  time  their  fire  was 
strongly  directed  against  us.  The  other  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  came  up  immediately  after 
we  became  engaged.  I  went  to  the  right  to  see 
that  they  were  put  in  proper  position,  and  was 
shot  down,  a  minie  ball  entering  my  left  thigh 
just  to  the  right  and  above  my  knee,  while  dis- 
charging this  duty.  At  that  time  I  declined  to 
be  moved,  but  continued  to  direct  and  encourage 
the  men,  who  were  already  doing  manfully.  I 
soon  saw,  however,  that  we  were  too  much  ex- 
posed, and  that  we  were  contending  at  disadvan- 
tage, owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  engaged  at 
a  great  distance,  and  the  enemy's  guns  were  of 
superior  range.  Having  been  moved  back  to 
Marye's  house,  I  sent  word  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand to  withdraw  far  enough*  to  get  shelter 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  without  retiring  too 
far  to  deliver  an  effective  fire.  Accordingly 
Major  Maffett,  then  commanding,  withdrew  to  the 
road  running  beside  the  river  fence,  in  Marye's 
yard,  where,  I  believe,  the  regiment  held  its  posi- 
tion, antf  continued  its  fire  until  the  close  of  the 
battle.  Afterwards  I  sent  directions  to  the  offi- 
cer commanding  to  send  a  detail  after  ammunition. 
He  did  so,  and  this  was  my  last  official  communi- 
cation with  the  regiment  for  the  day.  An  account 
of  what  subsequently  occurred  and  a  list  of  the 
casualties  in  the  regiment  will,  I  presume,  be 
furnished  by  some  other  officer.  It  is  my  duty 
and  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  courage  and  forti- 
tude with  which  these  dangers  were  met  and 
these  fiery  trials  were  endured  by  my  brave  com- 
rades, so  long  as  they  were  under  my  observation. 
Several  valuable  officers  were  wounded  —  one, 
Captain  W.  W.  Hance,  who  has  suffered  amputa- 
tion of  his  leg,  is  lost  to  the  service,  if  he  shall 
not  unfortunately  be  lost  to  his  friends.  He  was 
a  superior  and  gallant  officer,  and  his  loss  is  a 
great  one  to  the  regiment.  Captain  John  C. 
Summer,  a  most  successful  officer,  Captain  Per- 
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rin  Foster,  an  efficient,  zealous  and  conscien- 
tious officer,  and  Lieutenants  Hollingsworth  and 
Hill,  both  young  lieutenants  of  promise,  were 
killed.  The  three  field  officers,  Captain  Todd, 
senior  captain,  and  Captain  Hance,  third  senior 
captain  present,  were  wounded,  and  Captain 
Summer,  second  senior  captain  present,  was 
killed ;  thus  putting  the  six  ranking  officers  of 
the  regiment  hors  de  combat.  Ours  is  a  bloody 
record  ;  but  we  trust  it  is  a  highly  honorable  one. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  NANCE, 

Colonel,  commanding  Third  South  Carolina  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CARTER. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  MISSISSIPPI  REG'T,  ) 
NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  Dec.  28, 1862.     \ 

GENERAL:  In  accordance  with  your  order,  I 
marched  my  regiment,  at  about  five  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  to  the  mar- 
ket-house in  Fredericksburg,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  take  "  position  on  Caroline  Street,  await 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer's  orders,  send  him  re- 
enforcements  whenever  he  called  on  me  to  do  so, 
and  should  he  be  enabled  to  hold  his  position, 
then  in  that  event  to  withdraw  my  regiment  to 
the  market-house."  I  accordingly  took  position 
on  Caroline  Street,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
position  occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer, 
and  opened  communication  with  him,  where  I 
remained  until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  under  a 
very  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  the  batteries 
of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

About  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fizer  asked  me  for  ten  men  to  act  as  sharp- 
shooters, which  I  promptly  sent  him.  About 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fizer  sent 
to  me  for  two  companies,  which  I  was  proceeding 
with,  when  I  met  him  retiring  with  his  command 
to  the  market-house,  being  unable  to  hold  his 
position  longer. 

I  immediately  formed  my  regiment  and  with- 
drew it  to  the  market-house,  when  I  was  ordered 
.by  you  to  form  in  the  next  street  (towards  the  river) 
and  engage  the  enemy ;  but,  before  I  could  do  so,  I 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  street 
on  which  I  was  ordered  to  form,  and  was  advan- 
cing. I  immediately  disposed  of  my  regiment  on 
the  street  which  I  then  occupied,  (Princess  Anne,) 
so  as  to  command  as  many  streets  running  at 
light  angles  with  the  river  as  I  possibly  could, 
and  engaged  the  enemy  at  once,  driving  him  to- 
wards .the  river,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of 
two  hours. 

Having  fired  the  last  gun  at  the  retreating 
enemy,  I  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw  my  regi- 
ment from  the  town,  which  order  I  promptly 
obeyed. 

The  enemy's  loss,  after  crossing  the  river,  in 
the  engagement  with  my  regiment,  is  estimated 
to  be  over  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  I 
refer  you  to  the  report  already  furnished  you  of 
the  loss  which  we  sustained. 

Captain  J.  L.  Clark  was  killed,  by  a  solid  shot, 
early  in  the  morning.  He  was  a  promising  young 
officer.  Captain  T.  W.  Thurman  was  dangerous- 


ly wounded  later  in  the  day,  fell  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  all  probability,  is  dead.  Lieuten- 
ant J.  M.  Stovall  is  missing,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  killed. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  of  Captain  G.  L.  Donald, 
who  had  immediate  command  of  several  compa- 
nies, which  did  fine  execution,  without  sustaining 
any  serious  loss. 

I  wish,  also,  to  make  mention  of  the  coolness, 
bravery,  and  soldierly-like  conduct  of  both  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  of  my  command. 

J.  W.  CARTER, 

Colonel,  commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiment. 

REPORT   OF   COLONEL  J.   THOMPSON   BROWN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  VIRGINIA  ARTILLERY,  ) 
December  19,  1862.      ) 

Captain  A.  S.  Pendleton,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  in  the  late  engagement  before 
Fredericksburg  : 

About  ten  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  my  bat- 
teries were  ordered  to  a  position  in  rear  of 
Hamilton's  house,  ready  to  be  called  on  as  occa- 
sion might  require.  About  twelve  o'clock,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Crutchfield,  I  sent  two'  Parrott 
rifles  from  Captain  Poague's  battery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Graham,  and  two  similar 
pieces  from  the  Third  Howitzers,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Utz,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad.  Shortly  afterwards,.  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  to  the  same  point  four  other  rifle 
guns,  viz. :  two  ten-pounder  Parrotts  and  one 
brass  rifle  from  Second  Howitzers,  and  one  three- 
inch  rifle  from  Captain  Dance's  battery,  all  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Watson,  (Second  How- 
itzers.) These  eight  guns  were  actively  engaged, 
and  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  sharpshooters.  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  on 
this  part  of  the  field  of  a  gallant  and  most  excel- 
lent officer,  Lieutenant  Utz,  commanding  Third 
Howitzers.  The  ammunition  of  most  of  the 
pieces  was  exhausted  before  dark,  and  the  pieces 
themselves  withdrawn.  Having  obtained  ammu- 
nition for  the  twp  rifles  of  the  Third  Howitzers,  I 
sent  them  back  to  the  field,  where  they  remained, 
in  company  with  the  three  pieces  of  Captain 
Watson's  battery,  until  about  nine  o'clock. 
About  two  o'clock,  by  order  of  Colonel  Crutch- 
field,  I  placed  in  position,  on  the  hill  to  the  ex- 
treme right  of  our  infantry  line,  the  two  twenty- 
pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Poague's  battery. 
These  two  pieces,  unaided,  engaged  the  enemy's 
artillery,  and  afterwards  opened  upon  the  infantry. 
The  exact  range  of  the  hill  having  been  obtained 
by  much  previous  firing,  our  loss  at  this  point 
was  heavy.  Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant 
McCorkle,  a  brave  soldier  and  estimable  gentle- 
man. Later  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleaian  brought  up  two  howitzers  from  Captain 
Dance's  battery,  and  placed  them  on  the  left  of 
Captain  Poague's  pieces.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman  was  severely  wounded  at  this  point,  but 
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remained  on  the  field  until  after  dark.  I  fear  I 
shall  lose  the  assistance  of  this  valuable  officer 
for  several  months.  Late  in  the  evening,  tvvo 
pieces  of  Captain  Hupp's  battery,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Griffin,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  rail- 
road, and  were  successfully  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters.  Captain  Brooke's  battery, 
although  not  actively  engaged,  was  exposed  to 
the  enemy's  fire  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  high  admira- 
tion for  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  in  the  action  before  Fredericks- 
burg.  After  marching  all  of  the  previous  night, 
they  came  upon  a  field  strewn  with  the  wrecks 
of  other  batteries,  and  behaved  in  a  manner 
which  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  saw  them.  I 
append  a  list  of  casualties : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman,  wounded  in  leg. 
Poague's  battery,  six  killed  and  ten  wounded. 
Watson's  Second  Howitzers,  one  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  Smith's  Third  Howitzers,  three  killed 
and  three  wounded.  Dance's  battery,  none  killed, 
two  wounded.  Hupp's  battery,  none  killed,  one 
wounded.  Brooke's  battery,  none  killed,  two 
wounded.  Total  killed,  ten.  Total  wounded, 
twrenty-six. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
but  few  of  the  shell  for  Parrott  rifles  exploded, 
owing  to  imperfect  fuses. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ' 

J.  THOMPSON  BROWN, 

Colonel  First  Virginia  Artillery. 

REPORT    OF   MAJOR   D.    B.    BRIDGFORD. 

HEADQUARTERS  PROVOST  MARSHAL  ) 
SECOND  CORPS,  January  9,  1863.      ) 

Major  A.    S.   Pendleton,    Assistant   Adjutant- 
General  : 

MAJOR:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the 
LieUtenant-General  commanding,  I  herewith 
transmit  the  operations  of  the  provost  guard, 
consisting  of  the  battalion  and  Captain  Upshur's 
squadron  of  cavalry  : 

On  the  eleventh  December  I  received  an  order 
to  move  towards  Fredericksburg,  with  tvvo  days' 
rations  cooked  and  placed  in  haversacks. 

December  twelfth,  I  moved  at  dawn  on  the 
Fredericksburg  road  to  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
where  I  placed  a  guard  for  the  purpose  of  arrest- 
ing all  stragglers  ;  also  placed  a  guard,  consisting 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  corps,  in  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  about  half 
a  mile,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  men  without 
proper  passes,  on  authorized  business  for  their 
commands,  to  be  brought  to  the  guard  placed  on 
the  railroad.  There  my  brigade  surgeon  was 
stationed  to  examine  all  men  claiming  to  be  sick, 
without  proper  passes  from  their  brigade  or 
regimental  surgeons.  Numbers,  however,  were 
really  sick  and  totally  unfit  for  duty.  They  were 
without  passes.  When  a  sufficient  number  were 
collected  together,  I  sent  them,  under  charge 
of  cavalry,  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  major- 

feneral    whose    command   was    going    into    the 
ght,  to  place  them  in  front  and  most  exposed 


position  of  his  command.  I  am  happy  to  state 
the  number  arrested  and  sent  forward  were 
comparatively  few,  in  consideration  of  the  size 
of  the  army. 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth,  the 
number  sent  in  under  guard  were  only  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six.  Numbers  were  turned  back, 
owing  to  their  not  having  proper  passes  to  return 
to  the  rear  to  cook,  &c. 

I  am  most  happy  to  state  I  had  no  occasion  to 
carry  into  effect  the  order  to  shoot  all  stragglers 
who  refused  to  go  forward,  or  if  caught  a  second 
time,  upon  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  to  shoot 
them.  Had  I  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it 
certainly  should  have  been  executed  to  the  very 
letter. 

During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  I  received 
and  placed  under  guard  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  sent  to 
Richmond  by  order  of  General  Lee ;  eleven  of 
them  were  commissioned  officers  and  paroled  by 
me  ;  the  balance  I  took  names,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, and  corps,  as  far  as  possible,  in  obedience 
to  your  order. 

December  sixteenth,  I  received  one  hundred 
and  nine  prisoners  of  war,  which  I  paroled  and 
sent  to  Guineas  Depot,  under  command  of  Captain 
Upshur,  with  instructions  to  have  them  forwarded 
by  railroad  to  Richmond,  if  possible,  which  or- 
ders were  carried  into  effect.  During  the  same 
day  I  went  through  Dr.  Black's  and  Whitehead's 
hospital,  where  I  paroled  twenty-three  Federal 
prisoners. 

A  considerable  number  of  wounded  prisoners 
were  sent  to  Richmond.  They  do  not  appear  in 
this  statement,  nor  could  I  by  any  means  ascer- 
tain the  number. 

On  the  seventeenth,  I  received  an  order  to 
move  with  my  entire  guard  in  rear  of  General  D. 
H.  Hill's  division  on  the  Port  Royal  road.  Cap- 
tain Upshur,  with  his  squadron,  being  absent,  I 
ordered  Captain  Tucker  to  assist  in  bringing  up 
the  rear. 

On  the  eighteenth,  I  camped  on  Mr.  Brooke's 
farm,  near  where  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division 
halted.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  there  was 
little  or  no  straggling ;  the  number  did  not  ex- 
ceed thirty,  notwithstanding  I  used  the  cavalry  in 
scouring  the  entire  country  around.  It  is  my 
belief,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  that  there  was 
little  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  shirk 
from  duty  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  everything  went 
to  prove  their  willingness  to  do  their  utmost. 
The  great  mass  seemed  eager  to  confront  thevfoe. 
The  present  system  of  provost  guard,  if  carried 
into  effect,  will  prevent  all  future  straggling. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BRIDGFORD, 

Major  and  Chief  Provost  Marshal  Second  Corps. 

P.  S.  During  the  thirteenth  there  were  three 
hundred  and  twenty  sent  back,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth two  hundred  and  six,  making  the  number, 
as  above  stated,  five  hundred  and  twenty-six. 
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List  of  Prisoners  captured  at  Fredericksburg  by  Lieutenant-General  Jackson1  s  Corps. 


Commissioned  officers  paroled, 11 

Enlisted  men, 445 

Enlisted  men  paroled, 133 

589 


Less  68  taken  and  sent  by  General  Long- 
street's  corps, 68 

521 


This  is  the  manner  they  were  received  here  ;  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  is  the  amount  taken. 

Return  of  small  Arms,  Ammunition,  &c.,  collected  on  the  Battle-Field  before  Fredericksburg, 
in  the  Engagements  of  the  12th  and  13th  of  December,  1862. 


SMALL,  ARMS. 

AMMUNITION,  &c. 

Springfield 
Rifles. 

Improved 
Muskets. 

Altered 
Muskets. 

Austrian 
Rifles. 

Belgian 
Muskets. 

si 

is 

Jh 
I 

J 

r 

.2 

Flint-Lock 
Muskets. 

Enfield  Rifles, 
Calibre  67. 

Enfield  Rifles, 
Calibre  57. 

Damaged 
Guns. 

8 

| 

3 

Calibre 
57X58. 

g 

1 
1 

«T  Mixed  and 
damaged 
g  Cartridges. 

Infantry  Accou- 
trements. 

1 

flS 

i 

1 

250 

3148 

1136 

772 

78 

42 

478 

13 

26 

59 

1406 

80,000 

94,000 

31,000 

1,800 

312 

RECAP 

Total.  on  hand  at  the  reserve  t 
"     retained  by  the  first  am 
"            "       second 
"     forwarded  to  Richmonc 

ITUL 

rains, 
tiy  cor 
=irmy  c 

ATION. 
7.720 

RECAPITl 

Grand  total  rounds  of  a 

RECAPITt 

Total  sets  of  accoutrem 

JLATION. 

mmunition,  .  .  .  255,000 

rLATION. 
ents,    1,800 

pg,    2 

,166 
513 
692 

,091 

orps, 

11 

RECAPITULATION    IN    FULL. 


Grand  total  of  arms  collected, 11,091 

Probable  loss  of  our  troops, 2,000 

Grand  total  of  arms  captured, 9,091 

HEADQUARTERS,  A.  N.  V.  Ordnance  Office,  Jan.  20, 1863. 


Grand  total  of  rounds  of  ammunition, 255,000 

"  "        sets  of  accoutrements, 1,800 

Respectfully  submitted 

BRISCOE  G.  BALDWIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance  A.  N.  V. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WHITE. 

HEADQUARTERS  WHITE'S  CAVALRY,  ) 
December  24,  1862.      \ 

Brigadier- General   W.  E.  Jones,    commanding 

Valley  District : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  de- 
tailed account  of  my  scout  since  I  left  camp  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  instant.  I  camped  that 
night  near  Hillsborough. 

On  the  thirteenth  I  captured  twelve  infantry- 
men in  the  neighborhood  of  Hillsborough,  whom 
I  sent  back  to  Snickersville.  I  learned  from 
them  that  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  Leesburg,  and  had  about  three  hours'  start.  I 
immediately  ordered  an  advanced  guard  to  push 
them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  learn  the  force  of 
their  rear  guard.  My  advance  captured  six  in- 
fantrymen on  the  way,  who  were  also  sent  to 
Snickersville.  I  reached  Leesburg  about  three 
p.  M.  The  enemy's  cavalry  left  the  town  as  we 
came  in  sight.  My  advance  pushed  on,  and  en- 
countered them  about  three  miles  below  Leesburg, 


on  the  Centreville  road,  and,  after  a  brisk  skirmish, 
drove  them  into  the  rear  guard  of  their  infantry 
and  cavalry,  capturing  two  and  wounding  three. 
Nobody  hurt  on  our  side.  I  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  attack  their  infantry  and  cavalry  com- 
bined with  my  force,  and  returned  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Waterford,  and  camped  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  I' started  for 
Waterford,  where  I  encountered  Sam  Means's 
force,  some  sixty  men ;  we  charged  them  and 
drove  them  through  the  town,  killing  one  of  their 
lieutenants  and  capturing  their  orderly  sergeant 
and  one  private ;  both  of  whom,  together  with 
those  already  sent  to  Snickersville,  making  twenty- 
two  in  all,  were  sent  to  your  headquarters  for 
disposal.  We  pursued  them  about  five  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Point  of  Hocks.  Learning  that 
there  was  a  force  of  about  sixty  cavalry  in 
Poolesville,  I  determined  to  push  forward  to  that 
place  ;  sent  my  worst  horses  back  ;  sent  a  squad 
of  men  to  watch  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry ; 
they  charged  the  pickets,  capturing  twenty-six, 
which  were  paroled.  I  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
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Conrad's  Ferry  with  ninety-three  men  about^  one 
hour  by  sun  ;  arrived  at  Poolesville  about  eight, 
p.  M.  Before  entering  the  town  I  learned  that 
about  one  half  of  their  force  had  gone  on  a  scout ; 
and  that  the  remainder  were  quartered  in  the 
town  hall.  Divided  my  force  and  charged  it  in 
two  directions.  Upon  surrounding  the  hall  and 
demanding  its  surrender,  was  answered  with  a 
volley  from  door  and  windows  ;  we  returned  the 
fire  with  good  effect,  killing  a  lieutenant  and  the 
orderly  sergeant,  and  wounding  eight,  including 
the  lieutenant  commanding.  The  hall  was  then 
surrendered ;  we  captured  twenty-one  prisoners, 
all  of  whom  we  paroled.  Our  loss  was  one  man 
killed. 

Some  of  the  enemy  were  scattered  around  the 
town,  and  when  theyheard  the  firing,  made  good 
their  escape.  We  also  captured  forty- three  horses, 
and  destroyed  all  the  stores,  consisting  of  clothing 
of  various  kinds,  blankets,  Enfield  rifles  and 
muskets,  also  a  large  lot  of  commissary  stores, 
together  with  wagons,  &c.  Remained  in  the 
town  for  several  hours,  and  recrossed  the  Potomac 
at  White's  Ford.  Whilst  camped  at  the  Trap,  I 
sent  a  scout  to  Leesburg  on  the  twentieth  ;  they 
captured  eight  prisoners  and  paroled  them. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  names  of  all  prisoners  cap- 
tured and  paroled  during  my  scout. 

ELIJAH  V.  WHITE, 

,  Major,  commanding  Battalion. 

REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN    LATIMEU. 

CAMP  NEAR  PORT  ROYAL,  ) 
December  25,  1802.      j 

Major  S.  Hale,  A.  A.  A.  General  EweWs  Di- 
vision : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  would  most 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  batteries  of  Swell's 
division  in  the  enagements  with  the  enemy  near 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
of  the  present  month  : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Early  to  take  command  of 
the  batteries  of  the  division,  as  acting  chief  of 
artillery,  and  I  immediatly  reported  to  Colonel 
Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  second  corps,  for 
instructions.  He  ordered  me  to  park  the  bat- 
teries in  a  sheltered  spot,  behind  a  range  of  hills, 
about  half  a  mile  behind  our  line  of  battle,  and 
there  await  orders.  He  shortly  after  returned, 
and  directed  me  to  take  my  own  battery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Tanner,  and  Captain 
Brown's,  under  cammand  of  Lieutenant  Plater, 
to  the  relief  of  some  batteries  occupying  a  posi- 
tion near  the  extreme  left  of  tfie  line  formed  by 
the  second  corps,  and  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Pender,  whose  brigade  then  occupied 
this  position.  Only  five  guns  were  required,  and, 
by  direction  of  General  Pender,  I  relieved  five  of 
the  guns  at  that  point  by  the  two  rifles  belonging 
to  my  battery  and  the  three  rifles  composing 
Captain  Brown's.  The  position  on  which  these 
guns  were  posted  was  not  a  very  advantageous 
one,  but  the  best  that  could  be  selected.  It  was 
a  small  rising  in  an  open  field,  with  a  wood  to 


the  right,  in  which  a  portion  of  General  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  was  posted,  and  on  the  left  was  a 
ditch  and  bank  running  parallel  with  the  railroad, 
behind  which  a  portion  of  General  Hood's  di- 
vision was  posted.  In  front,  at  the  distance  of 
about  a  mile,  were  four  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
with  lines  of  skirmishers  considerably  advanced 
in  front  of  said  batteries.  We  were  exposed  to 
quite  a  heavy  fire  from  these  batteries,  but  gained 
the  position  without  loss.  My  orders  were  to 
fire  only  at  infantry  unless  the  batteries  advanced, 
which  orders  I  obeyed,  firing  only  once  at  them, 
and  then  only  to  cover  the  advance  of  General 
McLaws's  brigade,  which  was  made  late  in  the  day. 
I  was  kept  constantly  engaged  at  this  point  from 
eleven  A.  M.,  when  I  gained  it,  until  night,  re- 
pelling repeated  advances  of  the  enemy  by  the 
use  of  canister.  I  relieved  these  batteries  that 
night  by  Captain  Carrington's  battery,  which 
engaged  the  enemy  next  morning,  upon  the  ad- 
vance of  their  skirmishers,  successfully  driving 
them  back.  Shortly  after  moving  to  the  left  with 
the  batteries  spoken  of  above,  Captain  D'Aquin's 
and  the  Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber, 
were  ordered  by  Colonel  Crutchfield  to  the  right 
of  our  lines,  to  report  to  Major  Pelham,  where 
they  were  engaged  most  of  the  day.  Not  having 
personally  superintended  their  movements  during 
the  day,  I  am  unable  to  describe  them  minutely. 
Captain  Dement's  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
front  on  the  fourteenth,  where  it  remained  in 
battery  until  we  marched  to  this  point,  without, 
however,  becoming  engaged  at  any  time.  We 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  Captain  L.  E.  D'Aquin, 
of  the  Louisiana  Guard  artillery.  A  more  gallant 
officer  or  more  worthy  man  never  fell  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  Also,  Lieutenant  Grayson,  Cap- 
tain Brown's  battery.  He  fell,  nobly,  at  his  post. 
The  losses  in  the  different  batteries  are  as  follows  : 

Louisiana  Guard  artillery,  Captain  D'Aquin — 
Captain  D'Aquin,  killed  ;  one  private  wounded  ; 
two  horses  disabled  ;  one  gun  disabled. 

Captain  Brown's  battery,  Lieutenant  Plater  — 
Lieutenant  Grayson  and  one  private  killed ;  nine 
wounded  ;  sixteen  horses  disabled  ;  also,  one  gun 
and  one  caisson. 

Staunton  artillery,  Lieutenant  Garber  —  none 
killed  or  wounded ;  one  hor,se  disabled  and  one 
gun  carriage,  afterwards  repaired. 

Courtney  artillery,  Lieutenant  Tanner  —  one 
private  killed ;  Lieutenant  Tanner  and  six  pri- 
vates wounded  ;  eight  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Carrington's  battery  —  four  men 
wounded ;  seven  horses  disabled. 

Captain  Dement's  battery  —  none  killed  or 
wounded  ;  four  horses  disabled. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  acted  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner,  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully obeying  all  orders,  and  standing  to  their 
posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LATIMER, 

Captain,  and  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery  of  E  well's  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R.  L.  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS,  ; 
December  21,  1802.      J 

Major  R.   C.  Morgan,  Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  "the  artillery  corps 
of  the  light  division  in  the  engagement  of  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  instant : 

The  batteries  of  Captains  Mclntosh  and  Pegram, 
with  a  section  of  the  batteries  of  Captains  Latham, 
Johnson,  and  Crenshaw,  commanded  respectively 
by  Lieutenants  Potts,  Clutter,  and  James  Ellett, 
numbering  altogether  fourteen  guns,  had  position 
on  the  heights  near  the  railroad,  supported  by 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Field  (Colonel 
Brockenbrough  commanding)  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Archer.  Captains  Braxton  (Lieutenant  Marye 
commanding  Braxton's  battery)  and  Davidson, 
with  five  and  four  guns  respectively,  took  position 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  light  division,  in  the  plain 
just  to  the  right  of  Deep  Run  Creek,  and  were 
supported  by  the  brigades  of  Brigadier  Generals 
Pender  and  Lane.  About  ten  A.  M.,  the  enemy 
began  a  desultory  fire  from  several  batteries,  as 
if  feeling  our  position.  Their  fire,  about  eleven 
A.  M.,  became  hot  and  well  directed,  causing  us 
some  loss  in  men  and  horses.  Captain  Mclntosh, 
commanding  his  own  guns,  and  the  sections  of 
Captains  Latham  and  Johnson,  and  Captain 
Pegram,  commanding  his  own  guns  and  the  sec- 
tion of  Crenshaw,  were  directed  to  withhold  their 
fire  till  there  should  be  an  infantry  demonstration. 
The  enemy,  weary  of  suspense,  about  twelve  M., 
formed  a  front  to  attack  the  heights.  Their  ad- 
vance, made  by  a  division  apparently,  was 
speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  Captains 
Mclntosh  and  Pegram's  murderous  fire  —  the 
enemy  opening  upon  them  meanw,hile  very  de- 
structively, with  at  least  twenty-five  gnns.  This 
attempt  having  failed,  the  enemy,  concentrated 
in  mass  and  in  enormous  force,  moved  forward 
rapidly,  protected  by  a  fearful  fire  from  all  their 
guns,  toward  the  point  of  woods  in  the  plain,  in 
defiance  of  our  guns,  which  were  served  rapidly 
and  with  great  havoc  upon  their  dense  ranks.  In 
advancing  to,  and  being  routed  by,  the  infantry 
from  the  woods,  they  suffered  very  heavy  loss 
from  the  fire  of  our  guns.  While  the  attention 
of  our  guns  was  devoted  to  their  infantry,  their 
artillery  caused  us  heavy  loss;  but  as  soon  as 
engaged  by  our  guns  their  shot  flew  wide,  though 
in  weight  of  metal  they  much  exceeded  us.  At 
half-past  three  P.  M.,  Captains  Mclntosh  and 
Pegram  becoming  short  of  men  and  ammunition, 
and  having  one  gun  disabled  and  a  caisson  and 
limber  exploded,  they  were  relieved  by  the  corps 
of  Colonel  Brown,  except  one  section  of  Captain 
Pegram's  battery,  which  remained  till  nightfall. 
Here  we  lost  Lieutenants  James  Ellett  and  Z.  C. 
McGruder,  whose  memory  we  should  not  willingly 
let  die.  Lieutenant  Clutter  was  wounded  also, 
and  many  brave  men  of  the  rank  and  file,  gal- 
lantly doing  their  duty,  were  wounded  and  killed. 
On  the  left  of  the  light  division,  Lieutenant 


Marye  and  Captain  Davidson,  with  their  com- 
mands, fully  sustained  their  high  reputation. 
Three  charges  were  made  upon  their  position,  and 
gallantly  repulsed  with  canister.  Outnumbered 
in  weight  of  metal,  and  often  closely  approached 
by  the  enemy's  infantry,  they  as  often  sent  them 
back  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  and  held  their 
position  until  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  abandon 
it.  Captain  Braxton  was  withdrawn  about  three 
P.  M.,  and  Captain  Davidson  at  nightfall.  Lieu- 
tenant Brander,  of  the  latter  battery,  was  slightly 
wounded. 

The  guns  upon  both  flanks  were  served  with 
the  coolness  of  a  parade,  though  exposed  to  a 
fire  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air  with  destruction. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  as  well  as,  I  am  proud 
to  say,  the  artillery  of  the  light  division  did  theirs 
in  this  engagement,  comparison  would  be  invidi- 
ous. Men  and  officers  vied  with  each  other  in 
their  devotion  to  duty  and  regardlessness  of  self. 
I  cannot,  however,  neglect  this  opportunity  to  call 
your  especial  attention  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Cham- 
berlayne  as  particularly  deserving  notice  for  his 
gallant  conduct.  His  services  are  almost  indis- 
pensable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding  Artillery  Ljg^ht  Division. 

REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN    NADENBOUSCH, 
COMMANDING  REGIMENT. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  REGIMENT  ) 

VIRGINIA  INFANTRY, 
CAMP  NEAR  Moss  NECK,  December  23,  1802.  ) 

LIEUTENANT  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Virginia  regiment  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  fought  December  thir- 
teenth, 1862  : 

The  regiment  left  camp  near  Guineas  Depot  at 
six  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  marched 
to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  on  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  railroad,  thence  in  a  westwardly 
direction  to  a  large  wood  covering  the  crest  of 
hills  overlooking  the  battle-field.  After  a  num- 
ber of  changes  of  position,  bivouacked  for  the 
night  in  the  wood  above  referred  to,  in  rear  of 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  division, 
Which  held  the  military  road. 

About  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  December  thirteenth, 
the  heavy  cannonading  on  the  right  and  left,  and 
the  sharp  skirmishing  in  front,  announced  the 
great  battle  was  near  at  hand.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced the  musketry  became  more  distinct  and 
continuous,  and  soon  the  line  in  front  of  us  became 
hotly  engaged.  At  this  time  an  order  to  advance 
was  given,  which  was  done  with  order  and  alacrity, 
marching  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  The 
Second  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigade, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  position,  was  the  only 
one  of  the  brigade,  so  far  as  I  know,  engaged  in 
the  musketry  fight.  Marching  forward  in  line, 
with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  I  ob- 
served that  there  was  no  support  on  our  right, 
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and  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for  the  safety  of  that 
flank.  I  apprehended  that  if  the  enemy  was  near 
at  hand  they  would  take  advantage  of  this  gap, 
and  fall  upon  our  flank  at  this  unguarded  point ; 
and  so  it  turned  put.  How,  and  in  what  way,  the 
enemy  gained  this  advanced  position,  and  what 
disposition  had  been  made  of  our  front  line,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  say.  The  gap  was  there, 
and  they  pushed  forward  with  a  large  infantry 
force  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  as  was  ascertained 
from  prisoners  captured  and  wounded  men  upon 
the  field.  Observing  them  through  the  dense 
foliage  at  a  distance,  and  the  Brigadier  being  at  a 
different  point  on  the  line,  I  took  the  responsi- 
bility of  filing  my  regiment  to  the  right,  present- 
ing my  front  to  the  enemy.  No  sooner  had  I 
gotten  into  position  than  they  opened  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  to  which  the  regi- 
ment replied  rapidly  and  effectively,  men  and 
officers  standing  to  their  posts  and  doing  their 
duty  as  only  veterans  know  how.  I  rejoice  to  be 
able  to  say  that  there  were  but  few  men  in  the 
regiment  who  disgraced  the  name  of  soldier.  It 
was  during  this  brief  but  brisk  fight  that  the 
regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  three  killed  and 
seventeen  wounded.  Among  the  latter  were 
Lieutenant  William  B.  Colston,  commanding 
Company  E,  and  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  Com- 
pany E.  The  enemy  soon  fled.  We  then  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  railroad, 
(the  front  line  of  the  army,)  and  remained  in 
this  position  until  about  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  send- 
ing forward  Compan^C,  (Captain  Randolph,)  as 
skirmishers  to  the  railroad.  About  this  time  the 
brigade  was  withdrawn  to  the  military  road,  where 
we  slept  upon  our  arms  until  half  past  three 
o'clock  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  take  position  in  advance,  along  the 
line  of  railroad.  There  was  quite  lively  skir- 
mishing during  the  entire  day  —  had  one  man 
wounded. 

About  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  fifteenth  in- 
stant, the  brigade  was  relieved  by  llodes'  brigade 
of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  and  returned  to  the  real 
in  third  line  —  reserve. 

During  ^he  entire  four  days  of  exposure,  sus- 
pense, and  danger,  both  officers  and  men  evincec 
the  true  spirit  of  patriots  and  soldiers.     I  canno 
but  feel  proud  of  the  honor  of  having  commandec 
such   men.     Captain   R.  T.   Colston,   second   in 
command,  and  Adjutant  II.  W.  Hunter,  deserve 
honorable  mention  at  my  hands  for  gallantry  anc' 
good  conduct  during  the  engagement,  and  their 
material  aid  in  the  command  of  the  regiment. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Q.  A.  NADENBOUSCH, 

Captain,  commanding  Second  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry 

List  of  Casualties  in  tlie  Second  Virginia  Infan 
try,  December  13,  1862  : 

Company  A.  —  Private  Thomas  Barr,  severelj 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  E.  —  First  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Col 
ston,  severely  wounded  by  shell,  very  serious. 
Second  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Haines,  severely  woundec 


y   musket   ball,   not   serious ;    private    Samuel 

Stuckey,  severely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  seri- 

us  ;  private  Harvey  Kite,  severely  wounded  by 

gunshot,  not  serious  ;  private  N.  D.  Rittenhour, 

everely  wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious  ;  pri- 

•ate  Alexander  Porterfield,  slightly  wounded  by 

hell ;  private  John  Kiser,  mortally  wounded,  and 

ince  died. 

Company  F.  —  Private  J.  M.  Fleming,  killed 
>y  shell;  private  Ford  Friar,  mortally  wounded 
)y  gunshot. 

Company  G.  —  Sergeant  Charles  M.  Asquith, 
slightly  wounded  by  shell ;  private  Fayette  Raw- 
ins,  severely  wounded  by  shell,  serious  ;  private 
William  Kerl,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Daniel  Moler,  slightly  bruised  by  shell ;  private 
Samuel  Fay,  slight;  private  Charles  G.  Tabb, 
slight. 

Company  IT.  —  Private  J.  A.  Luck,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious  ;  private  James 
Hicks,  slightly ;  private  William  Reed,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  I.  —  Private  J.  T.  Barr,  severely 
wounded  by  gunshot,  not  serious. 

Company  K.  —  First  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Moore, 
slightly  bruised  by  shell. 

Total,  twenty-one. 

J.  Q.  A.  JSTADENBOUSCH, 
Colonel,  commanding  Second  Virginia  Infantry. 


REPORT    OF   LIEUT.-COLONEL    EDMONDSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  TWENTY-SEVENTH  \ 

VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS, 
CAMP  PAXTON'S  BRIGADE,  December  23, 1862. ) 

Lieutenant  Arnall,  A.  A.  A.  General  First  Bri- 
gade : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  order,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  participation  of 
my  regiment  in  the  late  battle  of  the  thirteenth 
instant,  before  Fredericksburg,  viz. : 

General  Paxton's  brigade,  of  which  my  regi- 
ment forms  a  part,  occupied,  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirteenth,  the  rear  position,  or  the  third 
parallel  line,  in  supporting  distance  of  General 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  occupied  a  position  on 
the  second  parallel  line.  About  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  a  heavy  cannonading  commenced,  and  was 
kept  up  till  about  noon,  to  which  my  regiment, 
and  the  brigade  generally,  was  severely  subjected, 
but  unflinchingly  withstood.  About  noon  the  in- 
fantry became  'engaged,  and  the  battle,  for  hours, 
raged  furiously.  Our  line  in  front  finally  seem- 
ing to  give  way,  my  regiment,  together  with  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  eager  for  the  fray, 
moved  up  rapidly  and  in  good  order  (passing 
over  troops  which,  to  all  appearance,  seemed  to 
be  doubting  as  to  their  duty)  to  the  support  of 
their  comrades  in  front.  The  enemy,  however, 
had  been  whipped  back  in  the  mean  time,  and  our 
brigade  became  not  engaged.  The  remainder  of 
the  day  was  engaged  in  changing  position,  but 
the  enemy  did  not  advance. 

I  sustained  no  loss  in  either  killed,  wounded, 
or  missing.  I  would,  however,  here  remark  that 
I  have  never  seen  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
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regiment  behave  with  more  gallantry  and  with 
cooler  courage,  seemingly  having  determined  to 
conquer  or  die. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  R.  EDMONDSON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Twenty-Seventh 
Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

REPORT    OF    MAJOR    WILLIAM    TERRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  REGIMENT  i 

VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  > 

December  23,  18G2.     ) 

Captain  Charles  S.  Arnold,  A.  A.  A.  General 

Paxton's  Brigade: 

SIR:  On  the*" twelfth  instant  the  Fourth  regi- 
ment Virginia  volunteers  left  camp,  five  miles 
north-west  of  Guineas  Station,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  arriving  at  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing  before  noon,  remaining  near  there 
some  hours.  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  regiment, 
with  the  brigade,  moved  forward,  and  was  put  in 
position  in  rear  of  a  portion  of  A.  P.  Hill's  divis- 
ion, in  the  woods  west  of  the  railroad,  and  to  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  from  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  Telegraph  road.  The 
regiment  several  times  changed  position  during 
the  afternoon,  and  rested  for  the  night  by  their 
guns,  a  little  in  rear  of  the  summit  in  these  woods 
—  the  Fourth  regiment  during  the  day  occupying 
the  left  of  the  brigade. 

Early  next  morning,  the  thirteenth  instant,  the 
evidence  of  the  approaching  conflict  was  heard  in 
brisk  skirmishing  and  cannonading,  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shell  passing  and  frequently  bursting 
near  the  Fourth  regiment,  but  doing  no  damage. 
Toward  noon  the  regiment  was  retired  a  few 
hundred  yards  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  from 
which  position  we  soon  moved  forward  by  the 
front.  Early  in  this  movement  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gardner  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
face  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  whilst  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  regiment,  and  carried  from  the  field.  As 
the  next  in  rank,  I  assumed  command.  The 
regiment  continued  to  move  forward  in  direction 
of  the  heavy  infantry  firing  in  front,  until  we 
passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  along,  and  crossing  the  military  road. 
Here  the  Fourth  regiment  was  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  promptly  done,  and  again  formed  in 
line  of  battle.  During  this  time  we  were  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  which  wounded 
several  of  my  men. 

The  engagement  still  progressing,  we  were 
again  ordered  forward  along  the  military  road, 
and  took  a  position  then  unoccupied  by  any 
troops,  some  one  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of, 
and  parallel  to,  the  railroad.  I  threw  out  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  the  regiment,  who  kept  up  a 
brisk  fire  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  dark, 
killing  and  wounding  several  of  them.  We  re- 
mained here  until  after  night,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  follow  the  Twenty-seventh  regiment.  We 
moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  along  the 
military  road,  by  which  we  had  advanced,  lying 
down  for  the  night  by  the  road  side. 


At  three  A.  M.,  fourteenth  instant,  we  were 
aroused,  moved  a  few  hundred  yards  through 
the  woods,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  were  placed  in  position  behind  the  embank- 
ment of  the  railroad  —  the  Second  Virginia  regi- 
ment resting  upon  a  skirt  of  woods  which  crossed 
the  railroad,  and  the  Fourth  regiment  on  the 
left  of  the  Second.  We  remained  in  this  position 
during  Sunday,  the  fourteenth  instant,  hourly  ex- 
pecting a  general  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  the 
day  passed  without  any  incident  worthy  of  notice, 
beyond  the  skirmishing  between  the  sharpshoot- 
ers on  both  sides.  I,  however,  restrained  the 
Fourth  regiment,  and  permitted  no  firing,  and 
thus  protected  my  men  from  any  loss. 

At  dawn  on  Monday  morning,  the  fifteenth 
instant,  my  regiment  was  relieved  from  duty  on 
the  advance  post,  and  retired,  with  the  brigade, 
about  one  mile  to  the  rear,  in  the  woods,  where 
we  remained  till  Tuesday  morning,  from  which 
place  we  marched  to  our  present  encampment  in 
Caroline  county. 

Of  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner  down,  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
commendation.  For  coolness  and  steadiness  un- 
der a  trying  fire  of  artillery,  I  never  saw  their 
conduct  surpassed.  And  while  they  were  not 
called  on  to  participate  in  an  infantry  fight,  they 
showed  they  were  ready  to  meet  its  danger  and 
to  do  their  duty.  And  I  avail  myself  of  this  op- 
portunity to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
officers  and  men  for  their*  cheerful,  prompt,  and 
ready  obedience  to  orders  under  every  circum- 
stance ;  and,  when  all  have  behaved  so  well,  I 
should  do  injustice  did  I  attempt  to  bestow  marked 
distinction  upon  any.  I  must  also  express  my 
regret  at  the  loss  the  service  has  sustained  in  the 
wounding  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner,  whose 
whole  conduct  during  this  war,  on  many  hard- 
fought  battle-fields,  has  marked  him  as  a  most 
trustworthy  and  efficient  officer. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WILLIAM  TERRY, 

Major,  commanding  Fourth  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers. 

List  of  Casualties  in  tlie  Fourth  Regiment  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers. 

Field  and  Staff. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Gard- 
ner, severely  wounded  in  the  face. 

Company  A.  —  Corporal  Thomas  Chatwell, 
shot  in  foot. 

Company  C.  —  Wounded :  Private  S.  S.  Cod- 
dall,  in  right  foot;  private  William  Boyd,  in  left 
leg  ;  private  George  Pratt,  in  left  leg ;  private  C. 
L.  Terry,  in  the  back. 

Company  D. — Wounded :  Private  G.  H.  Hudge. 
in  right  leg ;  private  A.  J.  Wolfe,  in  right  hip. 

Company  F.  —  Wounded :  Sergeant  T.  R. 
Stamper,  in  foot ;  private  W.  S.  Shupe,  in  right 
hip ;  private  S.  O.  Canico,  in  left  side. 

Company  O.  —  Wounded :  Sergeant  J.  H. 
Sublett,  left  hip ;  Corporal  G.  A.  Willis,  left  arm  ; 
private  P.  Hall,  in  left  hip  and  breast. 
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Company  L.  —  Wounded :  Private  J.  C.  Snider, 
in  left  arm. 

The  wounds  in  most  of  the  foregoing  cases  are 
slight — from  fragments  of  shell.  Many  have 
already  returned  to  duty. 

WILLIAM  TERRY, 

Major,  commanding-  Fourth  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers. 

REPORT   OF  LIEUTENANT  McKENDREE. 

HEADQUARTERS  CARPENTER'S  BATTERY,  ) 
CAMP  PAXTON'S  BRIGADE,  December  23,  l«G2.     j 

General  E.  F.  Paxton,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade : 

GENERAL  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
company  in  the  action  of  Saturday,  the  thirteenth 
instant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  mentioned, 
about  six  o'clock,  we  were  conducted  by  Captain 
Brockenbrough,  then  acting  chief  of  artillery,  to 
a  position  in  front  of  General  Branch's  brigade, 
being  supported  by  the  Seventh  North  Carolina 
regiment,  which  was  posted  alongside  of  the  rail- 
road, about  one  hundred  yards  to  our  rear.  We 
were  instructed  to  hold  our  position  until  our 
support  had  passed  to  the  front,  then  if  necessary, 
to  move  to  another  point  some  three  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear.  As  soon  as  we  arrived  on  the 
ground  the  battery  was  prepared  for  action,  but 
remained  silent,  according  to  orders,  until  about 
nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  we  observed  the  enemy 
advancing  on  our  right  in  considerable  force, 
(infantry,)  when  we,  in  connection  with  Captains 
Braxton's  and  Wooding's  batteries,  immediately 
on  our  right,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  advancing 
column,  which  caused  them  to  waver  and  break 
for  a  time,  but  soon  reappeared,  at  the  same  time 
advanced  several  batteries  on  our  left  and  front 
to  within  short  range,  and  opened  a  destructive 
fire  of  artillery  on  our  batteries.  When  I  ob- 
served them  advancing  with  artillery  on  our  left, 
attempting  to  enfilade  our  position,  (which  they 
had  partially  succeeded  in  doing,)  I  at  once  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  two  batteries  to  our  left  and  rear,  requesting 
them  to  begin  firing' at  once,  and,  if  possible,  dis- 
lodge the  pieces  thus  advanced.  Soon  after  one  or 
both  the  batteries  began  a  very  slow  fire,  but  with- 
out either  driving  the  enemy'from  his  position  or 
attracting  the  firing  in  that  direction.  The  fire  was 
so  destructive  that  we  were  soon  compelled  to 
continue  the  action  with  three  pieces  instead  of 
four  ;  and  still  later  withdrew  another  piece,  and 
placed  all  the  available  men  I  then  had  to  the 
two  remaining  guns,  and  thus  continued  the 
action  until  our  skirmishers  were  driven  to  the 
rear,^and  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  rapidly  ad- 
vancing, which  being  observed  by  Captain  Brock- 
enbrough, he  called  on  our  support  to  come  to 
our  rescue,  which  they  promptly  did,  passing 
some  twenty  yards  to  our  front,  and  held  the 
enemy  in  check  until  we  could  limber  up  our  two 
remaining  guns,  which  being  done,  we  retired  in 
good  order  some  minutes  after  the  other  batteries 


had  left  the  field  —  this  being  about  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M.  We  left  one  caisson  on  the  field  for  want 
of  horses  to  haul  it  off.  I  then  took  a  command- 
ing position  some  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear  of  my  first,  and  sent  the  orderly  sergeant 
(having  no  commissioned  officer  to  assist  me)  to 
halt  the  two  pieces  first  sent  from  the  field,  and 
which  were  then  moving  off  with  Captain  Wood- 
ing's  battery.  He  soon  returned,  informing  me 
that  Captain  Brockenbrough  was  riding  at  the 
head  of  the  retiring  column.  Supposing  that  he 
intended  me  to  follow,  I  then  moved  on.  When 
I  came  up  with  him  found  that  he  had  .been  se- 
verely wounded,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
retiring.  He  then  ordered  me  to  take  command, 
of  Wooding's  battery,  in  connection  with  my  own, 
which  I  did,  and  reported  to  General  A.  P.  Hill 
for  orders,  who  directed  me  to  go  to  the  nearest 
open  field  in  rear,  get  as  many  pieces  ready  for 
action  as  practicable,  and  await  further  orders. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Taliaferro  directing  me  to  return  to  a 
point  on  the  left,  near  the  one  occupied  in  the 
morning,  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy  at  once. 
Arriving  near  the  point  designated,  met  that 
officer,  who  informed  me  that  we  were  too  late, 
directing  that  we  go  back,  and  go  into  camp  for 
the  night. 

Casualties : 

Second  Lieutenant  D.  R.  Barton,  killed  ;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  William  T.  Lambie,  wounded 
severely ;  private  Thomas  Hastings,  killed ;  Ser- 
geant F.  Karnes,  wounded  slight;  Corporal  P. 
O 'Conner,  slight ;  Corporal  J.  F.  Fudge,  severe  ; 
privates  A.  Staff,  severe ;  A.  J.  Barrow,  severe ; 
George  Myers,  severe ;  William  Baggage,  severe ; 
John  Miller,  slight ;  E.  Piper,  severe ;  John 
Sawyers,  slight ;  James  Gluver,  slight ;  Isaac 
Swindle,  slight ;  R.  Martin,  slight ;  William 
Newcomer,  slight ;  M.  Clemm,  slight ;  H.  Loch, 
severe  ;  A.  McCarty,  slight ;  J.  Hawkins,  severe ; 
John  O'Niel,  slight ;  W.  Allemong,  severe  ;  John 
McCarty,  slight ;  Joseph  Grim,  slight ;  John  Cad- 
walader,  slight ;  Joseph  Anderson,  missing.  Ten 
horses  killed  and  four  disabled. 

GEORGE  MCKENDREE, 

Lieutenant,  commanding1  Buttery. 

REPORT    OF   COLONEL   WARREN. 

HEADQUARTERS  TALIAFERRO'S  BRIGADE,  I 
December  19,  1802.     ) 

Major   Taliaferro,   Assistant  Adjutant- General 

Jackson's  Division : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  action  near 
Fredericksburg : 

The  brigade  left  its  encampment  Friday  morn- 
ing about  sunrise,  and,  on  arriving  at  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  was  put  in  position  in  rear  of  the 
Hamilton  house,  in  support  of  the  batteries 
stationed  on  the  hill.  This  position  it  occupied 
the  remainder  of  the  day  and  that  night,  but  saw 
nothing  of  the  enemy. 
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Early  Saturday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the 
left,  and  took  position  in  rear  and  supporting  dis- 
tance of  Brigadier-General  Paxton's  brigade,  in 
the  following  order :  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Colonel  T.  V.  Williams ; 
Tenth  Virginia  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
W.  B.  Yancey  ;  Twenty-third  Virginia  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  A.  S.  Richardson  ;  Forty- 
seventh  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain 
I.  M.  Campbell ;  Forty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
commanded  by  Captain  C.  B.  St.  John.  During 
the  day  I  was  advanced  to  the  front,  until  I 
came  up,  to  the  second  line,  at  which  point  I 
received  orders  to  fall  back  to  the  military  road 
and  occupy  it. 

Next  morning,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
occupied  the  front  line  on  General  Paxton's  left. 
Early  in  the  morning  my  skirmishers  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  during 
the  day  and  night  following  this  part  of  the  line 
was  remarkably  quiet. 

Monday  morning,  being  relieved,  we  retired  to 
the  third  line.  Captain  Wooding's  battery  was 
detached  from  the  brigade  Friday  morning,  and 
its  action  did  not  come  under  my  observation. 
It  was,  however,  early  in  the  action,  and  sus- 
tained its  reputation  for  gallantry  and  efficiency, 
but  I  regret  to  say,  suffered  severely  —  Captain 
Wooding  and  Lieutenant  Jones  both  being  se- 
verely wounded.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  bri- 
gade, not  including  loss  in  battery,  was  slight, 
being  two  officers  and  fourteen  privates  wounded. 
I  refer  to  the  report  already  furnished  for  names, 
&c. 

Most  respectfully, 

E.  T.  H.  WARREN, 

Colouol  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS,  ) 
December  24,  18fi2.      j 

Lieutenant  C.  S.  Arnall,  Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General: 

LIEUTENANT  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  bri- 
gade headquarters,  I  herewith  transmit  report  of 
this  regiment  during  the  engagement  near  Freder- 
icksburg,  December  thirteen,  1862. 

On  the  morning  of  twelfth  December,  the 
regiment  with  the  brigade  left  camp  with  two 
hundred  and  forty-six  men,  non-commissioned, 
&c.,  with  seventeen  commissioned  officers,  taking 
the  road  leading  to  Fredericksburg.  Having 
marched  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  we  were 
halted  along  the  railroad  and  ordered  to  load ; 
which  being  accomplished,  we  marched  and 
countermarched  along  the  railroad.  Taking  an  ob- 
lique course  across  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
we  proceeded  along  and  upon  the  top  of  the  hills 
overlooking  the  valley  about  and  around  Freder- 
icksburg, where  we  remained  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  and  night,  without  anything  of 
importance  occurring  worthy  of  note.  In  the 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  cannonading  became 
very  heavy  on  our  right,  which  continued  until 
the  fire  was  extended  along  our  whole  line.  Dur- 


ing this  artillery  duel  several  of  the  men  upon 
the  left  of  the  regiment  were  wounded,  one  seri- 
ously, in  Company  F.  About  one  o'clock  we  were 
again  ordered  back,  and  formed  line  of  battle  four 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  our  former  position. 
After  remaining  in  this  position  a  short  time  the 
roar  of  musketry  plainly  indicated  that  the  battle 
had  commenced.  •  We  then  moved  forward  to 
what  is  called  "  the  military  road,"  under  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  &c.  We  were  there  halted  a  few*  mo- 
ments, then  ordered  by  the  right  flank,  moving 
forward  perhaps  half  a  mile,  when  halted  again 
for  a  few  moments,  throwing  out  skirmishers  at 
the  same  time,  moving  forward  in  line  of  battle 
for  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  fence  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  railroad,  then  we  were  halted  and 
remained  until  the  firing  ceased,  which  was  a 
little  after  dark,  then  we  moved  back  to  the  mili- 
tary road  and  remained  until  near  daylight,  when 
we  were  moved  forward  and  took  a"  position  in 
front  along  the  railroad.  In  this  position  we 
remained  during  the  day  and  night  with  no  other 
casualties,  save  one  man  wounded  in  Company  E. 
The  firing  continued  during  the  along 

the  whole  line  of  skirmishers  ;  remaining  in  this 
position  during  the  day  and  night,  we  were  re- 
lieved near  daylight  by  General  Rodes's  brigade, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march,  moving  back 
perhaps  one  mile  and  a  half,  where  we  remained 
until  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock,  at  this 
period  we  were  ordered  to  move,  taking  the 
direction  of  Port  Royal,  we  marched  until  a  late 
hour,  where  we  encamped  upon  the  farm  of 

in  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  where  we  now 
are.  I  must  say,  in  conclusion,  with  the  excep- 
tions already  mentioned  in  a  former  report,  that 
men  and  officers  never  behaved  so  gallantly,  and, 
in  justice  to  all,  I  can  give  no  one  more  praise 
than  another.  Sufficient  to  say  that  all  were  at 
their  posts  and  did  their  duty.  Annexed  you 
will  find  list  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Regiment. 
List  of  Casualties  in  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteers  : 

Company  D.  —  Wounded  :  Cyrus  Lotts,  acci- 
dentally in  finger. 

Company  E.  —  Wounded :  John  Harris,  seri- 
ously in  abdomen. 

Company  F.  —  Wounded  :  Lieutenant  John 
M.  Brown,  slightly  in  leg ;  Private  Alfred  Shefiet, 
leg  amputated;  Sergeant  J.  Dunlop,  slightly  in 
shoulder ;  Wm.  H.  Rodgers,  seriously  in  leg  ; 
John  Jorden,  slightly  in  arm  ;  Wm.  T.  Baily, 
slightly  in  shoulder ;  James  Trimble,  slightly  m 
knee. 

Company  L.  —  Wounded  :  Corporal  Gerard 
Kin,  slightly  in  leg  ;  F.  M.  Wood,  accidental  in 
finger. 

Total  number  wounded,  eleven. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  CALHOUN, 

Acting  Adjutant. 
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Doc.  3. 

BATTLE    OF    FREDERICKSBURG,   VA. 
REPLY   OF    MAJ.-GEN.  FRANKLIN.* 

On  the  sixth  day  of  April  last  a  Report,  pur- 
porting to  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  was  pub- 
lished in  many  of  the  leading  papers  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Congress  expired,  by  con- 
stitutional limitation,  on  the  fourth  of  March 
previous.  Some  of  the  testimony  embodied  in 
the  report  has  been  taken  since  that  time,  and, 
consequently,  this  document  has  been  spread  be- 
fore the  country  without  having  been  submitted 
to  either  branch  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  refer  to  this  irregular  proceeding  of  a 
committee  which  had  ceased  to  have  a  legal  ex- 
istence as  a  defence  against  the  charges  of  which 
they  have  convicted  me,  but  as  one  of  the  facts 
fairly  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
report  itself,  and  the  purposes  it  was  intended 
to  subserve. 

The  committee  have  not  devoted  much  space 
to  me,  either  in  citations  of  testimony  or  in  state- 
ments of  their  own ;  but  in  that  limited  space 
they  have  presented  me  before  the  country  as 
responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg,  in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of 
the  orders  of  General  Burn  side. 

If  this  be  true,  I  have  been  guilty  of  the  high- 
est crime  known  to  the  military  law,  for  the  com- 
mission of  which  my  life  is  forfeit  and  my  name 
consigned  to  infamy. 

Justice  to  the  country,  to  the  administration 
which  has  given  me  important  commands  in  its 
armies,  and  to  myself,  demands  that  I  meet  these 
grave  allegations  as  promptly  as  possible  ;  while, 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
mode  I  adopt  is  the  only  one  open  to  me. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  report,  I  have  re- 
ceived an  answer  to  an  inquiry  at  the  Adjutant- 
General's  office,  informing  me  that  there  are 
no  charges  on  file  against  me  at  the  department, 
to  which,  as  a  soldier,  I  am  amenable.  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  ignore  a  report  which  has  already 
reached  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  the  loyal  people 
of  the  United  States,  emanating  from  a  com- 
mittee of  their  representatives  in  Congress,  be- 
cause the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment has  taken  upon  itself  duties  that  belong  to 
the  executive.  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  in  its  immediate  public 
aspect.  If  it  affected  only  myself,  I  might  be 
well  contented  with  the  verdict 'which  history  will 
pass  upon  the  transaction,  under  the  sacred  law 
which  governs  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  truth, 

For  two  years  we  have  been  struggling  to  sub- 
due a  rebellion  so  enormous  in  its  proportions 
and  so  persistent  in  its  purposes  that  it  has  be- 
come a  revolution. 

*  A  reply  of  Major  General  William  B.  Franklin,  to  the 

report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  conduct 

the  war,  submitted  to  the  public  on  the  6th  of  April, 


This  government  has  put  into  the  field  over 
seven  hundred  thousand  men.  To  discipline 
these  men,  and  to  lead  them  in  the  field,  the 
country  must  depend  upon  such  as  have  been 
educated,  to  some  extent  at  least,  in  military 
science.  Hence  it  is  a  public  question  of  the 
highest  possible  importance,  whether  an  officer 
who  has  held  important  commands  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  pr  has  justly  forfeited  his  claim  to  it. 
It  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  disjointed  con- 
dition of  the  times,  that  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  nation  is  offering  its  blood  and  treasure  with- 
out stint  in  the  effort  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  a  citizen  of  that  nation, 
however  humble,  shall  be  accused,  tried,  and  con- 
demned of  an  infamous  crime,  before  a  tribunal 
sitting  in  secret  session,  without  notice,  or  even 
an  intimation  of  the  charges  made  against  him ; 
without  the  opportunity  to  confront  or  examine 
the  witnesses  brought  against  him ;  to  be  himself 
called  and  interrogated,  in  utter  ignorance  that 
he  is  under  trial ;  and,  finally,  to  be  denied  per- 
mission to  produce  witnesses,  when  the  fact  be- 
came apparent  to  him  that  he  was,  for  some  unex- 
plained reason,  in  danger  of  condemnation. 
^  Since  the  time  when  the  corner-stone  of  all 
civil  liberty  was  laid  under  that  government  from 
which  we  derive  our  laws,  which  gives  to  the 
meanest  subject,  or  the  greatest  criminal,  the 
right  to  meet  his  accusers  face  to  face  and  to 
confront  his  witnesses,  no  parallel  can  be  found, 
in  the  history  of  constitutional  governments,  so 
startling  in  its  violations  of  all  that  is  sacred  in 
personal  rights,  as  are  the  proceedings  of  the 
secret  tribunals  created  by  the  Congress  which 
has  just  expired. 

The  report  in  question  has  been  given  to  the 
press,  but  no  part  of  the  evidence  is  published, 
except  such  extracts  as  the  committee  have  seen 
fit  to  embody  in  the  report  itself.  Of  my  own 
testimony  given  before  the  committee,  but  a 
small  part  is  printed.  I  shall  therefore  submit  to 
the  public  some  facts,  stated  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  published,  and  some 
of  the  proofs  which  I  requested  the  committee 
to  take,  but  which  they  declined,  upon  the  ground 
that  they  had  not  the  time  to  take  the  testimony. 

Among  the  facts  submitted  by  me  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  they  have  not  noticed,  are  some 
which  I  must  repeat  in  substance  here. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  December  last,  when  I 
crossed  the  Rappahannock,  I  was  in  command  of 
the  Left  -  Grand  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  which  numbered  about  forty  thousand 
men.  It  was  entirely  crossed  and  posted  in  line 
of  battle  by  three  o'clock  of  that  day.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  two  corps  of  three  divisions 
each.  At  five  o'clock  General  Burnside  came  to 
my  headquarters,  where  he  met  —  with  me  — 
Generals  William  F.  Smith  and  John  F.  Reynolds, 
corps  commanders.  The  subject  of  conversation 
was  a  proposed  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  the 
following  morning,  when  I  strongly  advised  Gen- 
eral Burnside  to  make  an  attack  from  my  division 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  with  a  column  of  at  least 
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thirty  thousand  men,  to  be  sent  in  at  daylight  in 
the  morning.  At  that  time  two  divisions  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  command  were  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  near  the  bridges  that  I  had  crossed. 
In  order  to  make  such  an  attack  as  I  advised,  I 
informed  General  Burnside  that  these  two  divis- 
ions must  be  crossed  during  the  night.  I  reiter- 
ated my  request  that  I  should  receive  my  orders 
as  early  as  possible,  that  I  might  make  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  of  the  troops  before  daylight. 
He  stated  at  one  time  that  I  should  have  my  or- 
ders in  any  event  before  midnight,  and  at  another, 
that  I  should  have  them  in  two  or  three  hours. 
He  left  my  headquarters  about  six  o'clock  p.  M., 
and  I  awaited  his  orders  during  the  night.  None 
reached  me  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  At  midnight  I  sent  an  aid  to  ask  for 
them,  and  re'ceived  the  reply  that  they  were  being 
prepared,  and  would  be  sent  forthwith.  The  order 
which  I  received  was  brought  by  General  Hardie, 
of  General  Burnside's  staff,  well  known  in  the  ser- 
vice as  an  able  and  zealous  officer.  It  reached 
my  hands  at  7h.  30m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth.  My  command  was  then  in  the  same 
position  as  when  General  Burnside  left  my  head- 
quarters the  evening  previous.  The  night  had 
passed  without  orders,  and  General  Hooker's  two 
divisions  were  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
With  the  light  furnished  by  this  state  of  facts, 
General  Burnside's  order,  though  incongruous  and 
contradictory  on  its  face,  admitted  of  but  one  in- 
terpretation, viz.,  that  he  intended  to  make  an 
armed  observation  from  the  left,  to  ascertain  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  —  an  interpretation  also 
given  to  it  by  both  of  my  corps  commanders. 
The  order  is  as  follows : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  POTOMAC,  ) 
December  13,  5.55  A.M.     \ 

"  Major- General  Franklin,  commanding  Left 
Grand  Division,  Army  of  Potomac  : 
"  General  Hardie  will  carry  this  despatch  to  you 
and  remain  with  you  during  the  day.  The  Gen- 
eral commanding'  directs  that  you  keep  your 
whole  command  in  position  for  a  rapid  movement 
down  the  Old  Richmond  road  ;  and  you  will  send 
out  at  once  a  division  at  least,  to  pass  below 
Smithfield,  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights  near 
Captain  Hamilton's,  on  this  side  of  the  Massa- 
ponax,  taking  care  to  keep  it  well  supported,  and 
its  line  of  retreat  open.  He  has  ordered  another 
column,  of  a  division  or  more,  to  be  moved  from 
General  Sumner's  command  up  the  Plank  road  to 
its  intersection  with  the  Telegraph  road,  where 
they  will  divide,  with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights 
on  both  those  roads.  Holding  these  heights,  with 
the  heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  he 
hopes,  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole 
ridge  between  these  points. 

"  He  makes  these  moves  by  columns  distant 
from  each  other,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  the 
possibility  of  a  collision  of  our  own  forces,  which 
might  occur  in  a  general  movement  during  the 
fog.  Two  of  General  Hooker's  divisions  are  in 
your  rear,  at  the  bridges,  and  will  remain  there 
as  supports.  Copies  of  instructions  given  to 
Generals  Sumner  and  Hooker  will  be  forwarded 


to  you  by  an  orderly  very  soon.  You  will  keep 
your  whole  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  once 
as  soon  as  the  fog  lifts.  The  watchword,  which, 
if  possible,  should  be  given  to  every  company, 
will  be  «  Scott.' 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"  JOHN  G.  PARKE, 

"  Chief  of  Staff." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  after  ordering  me  to 
keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness  for  a  rapid 
movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  road,  I  was 
directed  to  send  out  at  once  a  division  at  least  to 
seize  the  hill  at  Hamilton's.  After  referring  to 
the  order  to  General  Sumner,  he  reiterates  the 
direction  to  keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  the  Richmond  road  movement. 

For  three  hours  before  the  order  reached  me  I 
was  satisfied  that  General  Burnside  had  given  up 
the  idea  (if  he  ever  entertained  it)  of  making  an 
attack  in  force  from  the  left,  for  the  delay  in 
sending  the  orders  made  such  an  attack  impossi- 
ble with  any  reasonable  chance  of  success.  And 
in  this  connection  it  is  not  improper  in  me  to  state 
that  a  map,  made  by  the  rebel  General  Jackson's 
topographical  engineer,  has  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  our  officers  since  General  Hooker  has  been  in 
command,  from  which  it  is  apparent  that  the 
enemy's  position  could  not  have  been  carried  by 
any  force  less  than  that  recommended  by  me  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth. 

General  Burnside  knew  the  strength  in  numbers 
and  position,  as  well  as  the  desperate  determina- 
tion of  the  rebel  army.  Had  he  intended  a  move- 
ment in  force,  his  orders  both  to  myself  and  Gen- 
eral Sumner  would  have  been  commensurate  with 
such  a  purpose.  Had  he  expected  me  to  make 
such  an  attack  upon  an  enemy  whom  I  had  met 
too  often  to  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  underrating, 
he  would  have  given  me  the  night  in  which  to 
make  a  disposition  of  my  troops  for  the  conflict 
of  the  morrow,  instead  of  leaving  me  to  pass  it  in 
sleepless  anxiety  in  my  tent. 

General  Burnside  ought  to  have  known,  and 
doubtless  did  know,  that  to  make  his  "  main  at- 
tack," and  thereby  bring  ©n  a  general  engagement 
on  my  front,  under  an  order  of  this  description, 
sent  after  daylight  in  the  morning,  was  to  send 
his  troops  to  a  useless  and  unavailable  slaughter ; 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  have  intended  it.  I 
acted  upon  the  order  at  once,  as  nearly  according 
to  its  literal  directions  as  was  in  my  power.  The 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  led  by  General  Meade, 
one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  our  service,  supported 
by  General  Gibbon  on  his  right,  and  General 
Doubleday  in  reserve.  These  three  divisions 
formed  one  of  the  two  corps  (General  Reynolds's) 
under  my  command  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Shortly  after  Meade  advanced,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  appeared  on  the  left,  accompanied  by 
artillery,  and  Doubleday  was  ordered  to  drive 
them  away.  Soon  after  these  troops  were  ad- 
vanced, finding  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  on  all 
sides,  I  sent  to  General  Stoneman  to  cross  with 
one  of  his  divisions,  and  before  that  had  entirely 
crossed  his  second  division  was  also  ordered  over. 
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The  crossing  of  these  divisions  (which  should 
have  been  made  during  the  previous  night,  had 
an  attack  in  force  been  contemplated)  occupied  at 
least  three  hours.  While  this  was  going  on,  one 
of  General  Smith's  divisions  was  also  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Reynolds.  Of  these  several 
movements  General  Burnside  was  kept  informed, 
by  reports  made  by  General  Hardie  to  him  at  in- 
tervals during  the  day ;  and  between  7.40  A.  M. 
and  3.40  P.  M.  it  was  reported  to  him,  by  an  offi- 
cer of  his  own  staff,  that  out  of  the  eight  divisions 
composing  my  entire  command,  including  the 
two  divisions  that  had  been  ordered  across  the 
river,  six  divisions  had  been  employed  in  making 
the  effort  to  seize  Hamilton's  hill,  keeping  the  at- 
tacking force  supported,  and  in  checking  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  while  but  two  divisions  were 
left  to  protect  the  bridges,  the  right  and  the  centre, 
and  to  keep  the  line  of  retreat  open,  and  which  two 
divisions  were  actually  attacked  during  the  day. 

After  my  testimony  had  been  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  had  declined  to  call  General 
Hardie  as  a  witness,  I  asked  permission  to  hand 
them  copies  of  the  reports  made  by  him  to  Gen- 
eral Burnside  during  the  day.  This  request  was 
granted ;  and  although  it  is  impossible  to  over- 
state the  value  of  the  testimony  contained  in  these 
despatches,  fourteen  in  number,  sent  from  the  field 
of  battle  by  an  officer  of  the  staff  of  General 
Burnside,  who  could  have  had  no  motive  at  the 
time  to  state  anything  but  the  exact  truth,  as  the 
events  were  transpiring  under  his  own  eyes,  yet 
no  mention  of,  or  reference  to,  these  despatches  is 
made  by  the  committee  in  their  report.  As 
they  present  a  statement  of  the  transactions  of 
the  day  upon  the  left,  as  seen  by  a  competent  and 
impartial  witness,  I  present  them  in  full,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  sent.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  first  despatch  is  dated  at  7.40  A.  M.  This 
despatch  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  FRANKLIN'S  GRAND  DIVISION,  ) 
December  13,  7.40  A.  M.     ) 
"  General  Burnside : 

"  General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the 
movement  from  our  left ;  but  it  is  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

"  JAMES  A.  HARDIE, 

"  Brigadier-General  Vols.,  Assistant  Inspector  General." 

The  telegraph  station  connecting  with  General 
Burnside's  headquarters  was  about  one  third  of 
a  mile  from  my  headquarters,  so  that  by  eight 
o'clock  of  that  morning  General  Burnside  was 
informed  by  his  Assistant  Inspector-General  of 
the  fact  that  I  had  sent  General  Meade's  division 
to  make  the  movement  directed  by  him.  I  sub- 
mit, with  entire  confidence,  that  had  General 
Burnside,  upon  the  receipt  of  General  Hardie's 
first  despatch,  discovered  that  I  had  either  misap- 
prehended his  order,  or  was  sending  too  small  a 
force  to  its  execution,  he  would  at  the  moment 
have  corrected  my  misapprehension. 

So  far  from  that,  General  Burnside  did  not  com- 
municate with  me  in  any  manner  from  that  time 
until  2.25  P.  M.  of  that  day,  when  he  sent  me  an 
order  in  writing,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  my 


instructions  of  this  morning  were  so  far  modified 
as  to  require  an  advance  upon  the  heights  imme- 
diately in  my  front.  General  Hardie's  despatch 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  is  as  follows : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  LEFT  GRAND  DIVISION,  ) 
"  December  13,  2.25  P.  M.     ) 
"  General  Burnside : 

"  Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his  best. 
New  troops  gone  in ;  will  report  soon  again. 

"  JAMES  A.  HARDIE, 

"  Brigadier-General  Volunteers." 

Later  in  the  day,  and  after  three  o'clock,  when 
every  regiment  that  I  could  spare  was  engaged  in 
various  parts  of  the  field  (as  will  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  Hardie's  reports,  and  General  Burnside's 
own  testimony  hereafter  given)  with  an  enemy 
that  greatly  outnumbered  us,  and  when  all  my 
energies  were  directed  to  save  the  wing  from  being 
overpowered,  and  its  line  of  retreat  cut  off,  I  re- 
ceived a  verbal  message  from  General  Burnside, 
by  one  of  his  staff,  that  General  Sumner's  troops 
were  being  hard  pressed,  with  a  request  to  make 
a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  To  this  I  also 
responded  that  I  would  do  my  best. 

For  the  details  of  what  was  done  by  me  during 
the  day,  I  leave  General  Hardie's  despatches  to 
speak  for  themselves.  He  was  at  my  side  from 
shortly  after  sunrise  until  sunset.  He  not  only 
knew  of  every  order  and  movement  made  by  me, 
or  under  my  direction,  but  was  a  perfectly  compe- 
tent judge  of  their  wisdom  and  sufficiency. 

In  the  performance  of  an  act  of  common  justice 
he  has  placed  these  despatches  at  my  disposal.* 

The  following  are  copies  of  all  those  sent  by  him 
on  the  thirteenth  of  December,  the  day  of  the  battle : 

HEADQUARTERS  FRANKLIN'S  GRAND  DIVISION,  \ 
December  13,  7.40  A.  M.     J 
General  Burnside : 

General  Meade's  division  is  to  make  the  move- 
ment from  our  left ;  but  it  is  just  reported  that 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  are  advancing,  indicating 
an  attack  upon  our  position  on  the  left. 

9  o'clock  A.M. 

General  Meade  just  moved  out.  Doubleday  sup- 
ports him.  Meade's  skirmishers  engaged,  how- 
ever, at  once  with  enemy's  skirmishers.  Battery 
opening,  on  Meade  probably,  from  position  on 
Old  Richmond  road. 

11  o'clock  A.  M. 

Meade  advanced  half  a  mile,  and  holds  on.  In- 
fantry of  enemy  in  woods  in  front  of  extreme  left, 
also  in  front  of  Howe.  No  loss  so  far  of  great 
importance.  General  Vinton  badly  but  not  dan- 
gerously wounded. 

Later  —  Reynolds  has  been  forced  to  develop 
his  whole  line.  An  attack  of  some  force  of  ene- 
my's troops  on  our  left  seems  probable,  as  far  as 
can  now  be  judged.  Stoneman  has  been  directed 
to  cross  one  division  to  support  our  left.  Keport 
of  cavalry  pickets  from  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
that  enemy's  troops  were  moving  down  the  river 

*  In  addition  to  the  forces  referred  to  in  these  despatches, 
n  division  from  General  Wilcox's  corpH  reported  to  me 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  put  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
bridges;  too  late,  however,  to  aid  in  any  of  the  operations 
on  the  extreme  left. 


DOCUMENTS. 


163 


on  this  side  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night. 
Howe's  pickets  reported  movements  in  their  front, 
same  direction.  Still  they  have  a  strong  force 
well  posted,  with-  batteries  there. 

12  o'clock  M. 

Birney's  division  is  now  getting  into  position. 
'  That  done,  Reynolds  will  order  Meade  to  advance. 
Batteries  over  the  river  are  to  shell  the  enemy's 
position  in  the  woods  in  front  of  Reynolds's  left. 
He  thinks  the  effect  will  be  to  protect  Meade's 
advance.  A  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  is 
passing  along  the  crest  of  the  hills  from  right  to 
left,  as  we  look  at  it. 

12.5  P.  M. 

General  Meade's  line  is  advancing  in  the  direc- 
tion you  prescribed  this  morning. 

l  o'clock  r.  M. 

Enemy  opened  a  battery  on  Reynolds,  enfilading 
Meade.  Reynolds  has  opened  all  his  batteries 
on  it ;  no  report  yet.  Reynolds  hotly  engaged  ^at 
this  moment ;  will  report  in  a  few  moments  again. 

1.15  o'clock  P.  M. 

Heavy  engagements  '  of  infantry.  Enemy  in 
force  where  battery  is.  Meade  is  assaulting  the 
hill ;  will  report  in  a  few  minutes  again. 

1.25  o'clock  P.  M. 

Meade  is  in  the  woods  in  his  front ;  seems  to  be 
able  to  hold  on.  Reynolds  will  push  Gibbon  in  if 
necessary.  The  battery  and  woods  referred  to 
must  be  near  Hamilton's  house.  The  infantry 
firing  is  prolonged  aad  quite  heavy.  Things  look 
well  enough.  Men  in  fine  spirits. 

1.40  o'clock  P.  M. 

Meade  having  carried  a  portion  of  the  enemy's 
position  in  the  woods,  we  have  three  hundred 
prisoners.  Enemy's  batteries  on  extreme  left  re- 
tired. Tough  work;  men  fight  well.  Gibbon 
has  advanced  to  Meade's  right ;  men  fight  well, 
driving  the  enemy.  Meade  has  suffered  severely. 
Doubleday  to  Meade's  left  not  engaged. 

2$  o'clock  P.  M. 

Gibbon  and  Meade  driven  back  from  the  woods. 
Newton  gone  forward.  Jackson's  corps  of  the 
enemy  attacks  on  the  left.  General  Gibbon  slight- 
ly wounded.  General  Bayard  mortally  wounded 
by  a  shell.  Things  do  not  look  as  well  on  Rey- 
nolds's front,  still  we'll  have  new  troops  in  soon. 

2.25  P.  M. 

Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his  best. 
New  troops  gone  in  —  will  report  soon  again. 

3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Reynolds  seems  to  be  holding  his  own.  Things 
look  better  somewhat. 

3,40  o'clock  P.  M. 

Gibbon's  and  Meade's  divisions  are  badly  used 
up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy  on 
our  left  cannot  be  made  this  afternoon.  Double- 
day's  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  collected,  and  if  it  be  done  in  time,  of 
course  another  attack  will  be  made.  The  enemy 
are  in  force  in  the  woods  on  our  left  towards  Ham- 
ilton's, and  are  threatening  the  safety  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  line.  They  seem  to  have  detached  a 


portion  of  their  force  to  our  front,  where  Howe 
and  Brooks  are  now  engaged.  Brooks  has  some 
prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the  railroad.  Just  as 
soon  as  the  left  is  safe,  our  forces  here  will  be 
prepared  for  a  front  attack,  but  it  may  be  too  late 
this  afternoon.  Indeed,  we  are  engaged  in  front 
anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the  unpleasant  items 
I  relate,  the  morale  generally  of  the  troops  is 
g<?od. 

4|  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  enemy  is  still  in  force  on  our  left  and  front. 
An  attack  on  our  batteries  in  front  has  been  re- 
pulsed. A  new  attack  has  just  opened  on  our 
left,  but  the  left  is  safe,  though  it  is  too  late  to 
advance  either  to  the  left  or  front. 

I  am  willing  to  abide  by  this  testimony,  to 
determine  whether  I  lost  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg  in  consequence  of  my  disobedience  of  an 
order  directing  me  "  to  attack  with  a  division  at 
least,  and  to  keep  it  well  supported." 

On  the  night  following  I  was  with  General 
Burnside  at  his  headquarters,  when  he  informed 
me  that  he  intended  to  renew  the  attack  from  the 
right,  and  to  lead  the  Ninth  corps  in  person.  At 
two  interviews  during  that  night,  (which  lasted  at 
least  two  hours,)  he  did  not  intimate  to  me  any 
disapprobation  of  my  conduct,  or  of  that  of  my 
officers  and  men,  during  that  day. 

Again  I  urged  upon  him  that  if  the  attack  was 
to  be  renewed  to  renew  it  from  the  left,  but  with 
such  force  and  preparations  as  would  command 
success.  An  order,  however,  for  an  attack  from 
the  right  was  given  by  him.  On  the  following 
day  I  had  another  interview  with  General  Burn- 
side,  at  his  request,  in  which  he  informed  me  that 
strong  protests  were  made  against  a  renewal  of 
the  attack  by  Generals  Sumner'  and  Hooker,  and 
he  abandoned  the  plan  of  another  attack  with  ex- 
pressions of  the  greatest  reluctance.  I  was  with 
him  for  two  or  three  hours  on  that  occasion  ;  and 
during  that  interview  he  did  not  express  or  inti- 
mate, in  his  language  or  deportment  toward  me, 
that  he  was  not  entirely  satisfied  with  my  conduct, 
and  that  of  my  officers  and  men.  On  the  Wednes- 
day or  Thursday  following  I  had  another  inter- 
view with  him,  in  which,  so  far  from  expressing 
any  dissatisfaction  with  me,  he  stated  very  dis- 
tinctly, that  I  alone  of  his  generals  had  "  held  up 
his  hands,"  (as  he  expressed  it ;)  that  he  had  fully 
determined  to  resign  his  command,  and  to  recom- 
mend me  as  his  successor,  as  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of 
the  left  grand  division,  although  frequently  called 
into  consultation  by  General  Burnside,  he  never 
had  told  me,  or  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I 
either  misconstrued  or  disobeyed  his  orders,  or 
was  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  disaster  of 
the  thirteenth,  or  had  in  the  least  lost  his  confi- 
dence. Indeed,  had  he  believed  that  I  had  diso- 
beyed his  orders  on  the  thirteenth,  he  could  not 
have  discharged  his  duty  to  the  country  without 
preferring  charges  against  me  to  that  effect. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  time  last  referred 
to  that  the  General  Order  No.  8,  to  which  the 
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committee  have  made  reference  in  their  report, 
was  directed  to  be  issued  by  General  Burnside. 
The  committee  state  that  this  order  dismissed 
some  officers  from  the  service,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  President,  and  relieved  others  from 
duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ;  that  General 
Burnside  asked  the  President  to  sanction  the  or- 
der, or  accept  his  resignation  as  Major-General ; 
that  the  President  acknowledged  that  General 
Burnside  was  right,  but  declined  to  decide  with- 
out consulting  with  some  of  his  advisers.  As  I 
was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac almost  immediately  after  this  interview  with 
the  President,  I  shall  assume  that  I  was  one  of 
the  officers  thus  relieved  in  the  order;  an  assump- 
tion I  could  not  make  from  any  evidence  derived 
from  General  Burnside's  conduct  to  me  when  we 
were  together,  but  which  I  am  compelled  to  make, 
because  I  have  been  so  informed  by  two  gentle- 
men of  high  character,  who  have  seen  and  read 
the  order. 

It  further  appears  from  the  report,  that  the 
committee  had  that  order  before  them  ;  and  as 
they  have  seen  fit  to  visit  upon  me  solely  the 
responsibility  for  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg,  without  referring  in  any  manner  to  the 
repulse  on  the  right,  or  stating  its  fearful  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  state,  on 
the  authority  of  these  same  gentlemen  who  have 
seen  Order  No.  8,  that  under  that  order  General 
Hooker  was  one  of  the  officers  dismissed  from  ser- 
vice, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President.  If, 
therefore,  that  order  is  invoked  as  a  record  of 
conviction,  and,  by  it,  General  Hooker  is  dis- 
missed while  I  am  only  relieved,  I  have  the  right 
to  state  the  fact,  and  leave  the  public  to  judge  of 
the  motives  of  the  committee  —  it  stating  that 
they  have  not  considered  it  essential  to  report 
upon  the  operations  of  the  right  wing  in  this  bat- 
tle. Not,  only  so,  but  I  have  a  right  to  challenge 
the  verity  of  the  statement  "  that  the  President 
acknowledged  General  Burnside  was  right,"  when 
it  was  known  to  the  committee  that  in  the  same 
order  in  which  the  President  relieved  General 
Burnside  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  he  made  General  Hooker  his  successor. 

But  I  shall  not  accept  it  as  conclusive  against 
my  conduct,  that  General  Burnside  did  recom- 
mend that  I  should  be  relieved.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  times  that  after  the  failure  of 
his  attempt  upon  the  rebel  army  behind  the 
heights  of  Fredericksburg,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  General  Halleck,  relieving  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  General-in-Chief  from  all  responsi- 
bility for  that  movement ;  and  it  is  equally  true, 
though  not  so  publicly  known,  that  shortly  after 
that  letter  was  published,  General  Burnside  made 
quite  as  formal  and  earnest  a  request  to  the  Pres- 
ident to  remove  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
General-in-Chief  from  the  positions  severally  oc- 
cupied by  them,  as  he  did  to  dismiss  certain  of 
his  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  If  it  was 
true  that  the  movement  was  his  own,  it  was  but  an 
act  of  common  justice  to  assume  its  responsibility. 

Without  intending  to  reflect  upon  that  kind  of 
magnanimity  that  takes  the  responsibility  of  a 


failure  from  the  shoulders  of  those  above  us,  and 
places  it  upon  those  below  us,  I  will  prove,  by 
documentary  evidence  from  General  Burnside's 
hand,  that  his  plan,  as  given  to  the  committee, 
was  not  the  plan  on  which  he  conducted  the 
operations  of  the  battle. 

The  committee  have  printed  General  Burnside's 
plan  of  attack  as  given  by  him.  By  the  side  of 
this,  I  print  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  General 
Burnside  to  General  Halleck,  dated  December 
nineteenth,  six  days  after  the  battle,  by  which  it 
appears  that  he  intended  to  make  his  "  vigorous 
attack,"  as  he  there  calls  it,  over  two  miles  from 
my  front  and  upon  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  the 
town  of  Fredericksburg,  and  that  part  of  his  order 
to  me  in  which  he  informed  me  of  the  orders 
which  he  had  given  to  General  Sumner,  showing 
that  General  Simmer's  movement  was  to  be  simul- 
taneous with  mine.  In  this  he  states  the  meas- 
ures taken  to  avoid  a  collision  between  General 
Simmer's  forces  and  mine,  while  in  the  plan  be- 
fore the  committee  he  is  represented  as  testifying 
that  he  did  not  mean  that  General  Sumner  should 
move  until  I  had  taken  the  position  designated  in 
the  order. 

General  Burnside's  Plan  of  Attack,  as  given  by 

the  Committee. 

"  The  enemy  had  cut  a  road  along  in  the  rear 
of  the  line  of  heights  where  we  made  our  attack, 
by  means  of  which  they  connected  the  two  wings 
of  their  army,  and  avoided  a  long  detour  around 
through  a  bad  country.  I  obtained  from  a  colored 
man,  from  the  other  side  of  the  town,  information 
in  regard  to  this  new  road,  which  proved  to  be 
correct.  I  wanted  to  obtain  possession  of  that 
new  road,  and  that  was  my  reason  for  making  an 
attack  on  the  extreme  left.  I  did  not  intend  to 
make  the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position 
had  been  taken,  which  I  supposed  would  stagger 
the  enemy,  cutting  their  line  in  two ;  and  then  I 
proposed  to  make  a  direct  attack  on  their  front 
and  drive  them  out  of  their  works." 

General  Burnside's  Plan  of  Attack,  in  his  Letter 

to  General  Halleck. 

"  I  discovered  that  he  did  not  anticipate  the 
crossing  of  our  whole  force  at  Fredericksburg, 
and  I  hoped,  by  rapidly  throwing  the  whole  com- 
mand over  at  that  place  to  separate,  by  a  vigorous 
attack,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  below 
from  the  forces  behind  and  on  the  crest  in  the 
rear  of  the  town,  in  which  case  we  could  fight  him 
with  great  advantage  in  our  favor.  For  this  we 
had  to  gain  a  height  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
crest  which  commanded  a  new  road  lately  made 
by  the  enemy,"  &c. 

Extract  from  General  Burnside's  Order  to  me, 
informing  me  of  General  Sumner's  Orders. 

"He  has  ordered  another  column  of  a  division 
or  more  to  be  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
command  up  the  Plank  road  to  its  intersection 
of  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  divide, 
with  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights  on  both  of 
those  roads.  Holding  these  heights,  with  the 
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heights  near  Captain  Hamilton's,  will,  I  hope, 
compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole  ridge 
between  these  points.  He  makes  those  moves 
by  columns,  distant  from  each  other,  with  a  view 
of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  collision  of  our 
own  forces,  which  might  occur  in  a  genera  move- 
ment during  the  fog." 

The  statements  in  General  Burnside's  letter  to 
General  Halleck,  his  statement  in  the  order  of  the 
thirteenth  to  me,  and  his  statement  of  his  plan 
before  the  committee,  all  agree  upon  one  point  at 
least  —  that  he  did  not  mean-to  make  his  "main 
attack  "  under  either  of  those  orders.  Under  the 
orders  he  issued  he  designed  seizing,  first,  the 
heights  in  rear  of  the  town;  next,  the  heights 
near  Captain  Hamilton's,  which  he  supposed 
would  stagger  the  enemy ;  and  then,  he  proposed 
to  make  a  "direct  attack"  in  the  enemy's  front, 
and  drive  him  out  of  his  works.  The  orders  not 
only  agree  in  this,  but  the  fact,  in  all  the  signifi- 
cant proportions  of  its  results,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  was  before  the  committee,  that  General 
Sumner's  command  did  actually  move  to  seize 
"  those  heights  on  the  crest  in  rear  of  the  town," 
almost  as  soon  as  I  did  at  that  time.  I  had  not 
only  not  taken  the  position  at  Captain  Hamilton's, 
but  was  crossing  troops  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river  to  save  those  who  had  been  sent  to  make 
the  attempt.  General  Burnside  was  informed  of 
all  this  by  General  Hardie  as  the  effort  progressed. 
How  then  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  that  General 
Burnside  could  have  so  far  forgotten  his  inten- 
tions as  to  say,  "  that  he  did  not  intend  MAKING 
the  attack  on  the  right  until  that  position  (my 
position)  had  been  taken  ?  "  If  he  did  not  intend 
to  do  so,  why  did  he  make  the  attack  before  the 
contingency  happened  ?  He  knew  that  the  posi- 
tion on  the  left  was  not  taken ;  why  then  did  he 
order  General  Sumner  forward  if  his  intention 
was  to  keep  him  back  until  it  was  taken  ?  If  he 
did  not  intend  that  General  Sumner  should  move 
until  I  had  taken  the  heights  at  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, what  does  this  language  in  his  order  to  me 
mean,  "  He  has  ordered  another  column,  of  a  di- 
vision or  wore,  to  be  moved  from  General  Sumner's 
command  up  the  Plank  road  to  its  intersection 
with  the  Telegraph  road,  where  they  will  divide 
with  a  view  of  seizing  the  heights  on  both  of  those 
roads  ?  Holding  these  heights  with  the  heights 
near  Captain  Hamilton's  will,  he  hopes,  &c.  He 
makes  these  moves  by  columns  distant  from  each 
other  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a 
collision  of  our  oicn  forces,  which  might  occur  in 
a  general  movement  during  the  fog." 

This  is  the  language  of  a  simultaneous  move- 
ment ;  and  that  no  doubt  may  be  left  about  it,  he 
gives  as  a  reason  why  he  keeps  the  moving  col- 
umns distant  from  each  other,  that  they  might  not 
encounter  each  other  in  a  fog.  If  both  columns 
were  not  to  be  moved  at  the  same  time,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  how  they  could  have  collided  in  a  fog. 

It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  evident  that  under 
both  orders  issued  that  morning  by  General  Burn- 
side,  he  imagined  that  he  could  seize  certain 
heights  over  two  miles  distant  from  each  other, 


with  the  comparatively  small  force  of  a  division 
sufficiently  supported,  for  each  column,  and  that 
when  these  were  taken,  he  expected  to  follow  up, 
by  orders  for  a  main  attack  with  the  "  whole  com- 
mand," which  I  was  to  keep  in  "  position  for  a 
rapid  movement  down  the  Old  Richmond  road." 
In  the  execution  of  these  orders,  the  enemy  dis- 
covered himself  in  force  so  much  greater  than 
General  Burnside  anticipated,  that  the  plan 
proved  totally  inadequate  to  its  expected  results. 

The  disaster  which  followed  is  a  matter  of  his- 
tory, and  considering  the  pressure  to  which  the 
mind  of  the  commanding  General  must  have  been 
subjected  since  that  time,  it  is  not  difficult  to  find 
a  reason  why  his  present  recollection  of  his  plan 
differs  so  materially  from  the  orders  which  he  gave 
before  the  movement  was  made ;  but  I  submit  that 
is  an  insufficient  reason  for  visiting  the  conse- 
quences of  the  failure  upon  his  subordinate  in 
command. 

After  reciting  the  order,  the  committee  state 
that  when  last  before  them,  I  considered  the 
meaning  of  the  order  to  be  an  armed  observation 
to  ascertain  where  the  enemy  was.  They  then 
proceed  as  follows :  "  In  his  (Franklin's)  testimony 
given  when  your  committee  were  at  Falmouth, 
he  says,  '  I  put  in  all  the  troops  that  I  thought 
it  prudent  and  proper  to  put  in.  I  fought"  the 
whole  strength  of  my  command  as  far  as  I  could, 
and  at  the  same  time  keep  my  connection  with 
the  river  open.' "  These  two  statements  seem  to 
be  presented  under  the  idea  that  they  convict  me 
of  an  inconsistency,  and  in  the  report  furnished 
by  the  committee  to  one  of  the  newspapers,  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  entitled  "  Tribune  War  Tnurtj 
No.  1,"  this  statement  of  the  committee  is  headed, 
in  capital  letters,  "  Franklin's  inconsistent  state- 
ments." What  inconsistency  is  there  between  my 
interpretation  of  the  second  clause  of  the  order, 
that  it  was  for  an  armed  observation  to  ascertain 
where  the  enemy  was,  and  in  the  statement  that 
in  sending  in  this  armed  force  of  observation  I  had 
ascertained  where  the  enemy  was,  and  had  been 
compelled  to  fight  the  whole  strength  of  my  com- 
mand as  far  as  I  could,  and  at  the  same  time  keep 
my  communication  with  the  river  open,  in  resist- 
ing a  superior  force,  which  had  discovered  itself 
on  three  sides  of  me?  But  the  committee,  in 
quoting  my  testimony,  for  some  reason  satisfac- 
tory to  themselves,  have  omitted  to  state  what  was 
testified  by  me  in  the  same  connection. 

By  referring  to  the  testimony  given  by  me  at 
Falmouth,  (which  has  heretofore  been  made  pub- 
lic,) I  find  that  the  words  immediately  following 
the  quotation  made  by  the  committee  in  their 
present  report  are  as  follows :  "  The  reason  that 
we  failed  was,  that  we  had  not  troops  enough  to 
carry  the  points  where  the  attack  was  made,  un- 
der the  orders  that  were  given."  Why  the  com- 
mittee have  omitted  that  part  of  my  evidence, 
while  from  the  quotation  marks  the  reader  is  led 
to  suppose  the  whole  sentence  is  given,  I  shall 
not  stop  to  inquire. 

The  next  statement  in  the  report  refers  to  the 
number  of 'troops  with  which  the  attack  was  made 
by  me,  under  the  orders  to  send  out  "a. division 
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at  least,"  to  seize  the  heights  near  Captain  Hamil- 
ton's, and  that  is  headed  in  the  tract  in  the  same 
conspicuous  manner,  "Franklin  responsible  for 
the  defeat." 

The  committee's  statement  on  this  subject  occu- 
pies but  a  few  lines,  and  admits  the  sending  out 
by  me,  under  this  order,  of  four  divisions,  num- 
bering sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  men,  as 
stated  by  them,  without  giving  the  number  of 
Double  day's  division,  which  was  nearly  seven 
thousand  more.  The  committee  name  only 
Meade's,  Gibbon's,  Doubleday's,  and  Birney's  di- 
visions, as  those  by  which  the  attack  was  made 
and  supported.  They  had  it  in  proof,  and  in 
General  Hardie's  reports,  that  Newton's  and 
Sickles's  divisions  also  aided  in  that  movement, 
while  the  divisions  of  Howe  and  Brooks  also  en- 
gaged the  enemy  during  the  day.  However  easy 
of  explanation  it  may  be  that  the  employment  of 
Newton's  division  was  not  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port, it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  Sickles's 
division  should  be  omitted,  when  the  only  evi- 
donce  they  have  published  on  this  subject  discloses 
the  fact  that  Sickles's  division  was  also  engaged. 

The  committee  further  say,  "that  the  attack 
was  in  reality  made  by  one  of  the  smallest  divis- 
ions in  my  command,  the  division  of  General 
Meade,  numbering  about  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men."  They  have  omitted  to  state  in  that 
connection  what  was  in  evidence  before  them, 
that  Meade's  division  was  posted  on  the  extreme 
left  of  my  line,  and  the  order  being  to  attack  at 
once,  was  consequently  best  posted  for  the  attack. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  no  braver  soldier 
or  better  officer  than  General  Meade,  to  lead  his 
division  to  the  attack. 

The  committee  next  say,  that  "  General  Burn- 
side,  upon  hearing  of  the  small  force  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy,  sent  an  order  to  General  Frank- 
lin to  make  a  vigorous  attack  with  his  whole 
force."  The  committee  do  not  state  when  Gen- 
eral Burnside  sent  to  me  any  order  after  that  re- 
ceived at  7.30  A.  M. ;  but  if  the  ordinary  construc- 
tion is  to  be  put  upon  their  language,  they  intend 
to  be  understood  that  a  second  order  was  sent  to 
me  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  General  Har- 
die's first  despatch  to  General  Burnside,  dated  at 
7.40  A.  M.,  in  which  he  was  informed  of  what  I 
proposed  to  do  under  the  order.  As  before  ob- 
served, this  despatch  must  have  been  received  by 
General  Burnside  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  So  that, 
according  to  the  report,  General  Burnside  sent  me 
a  second  order  to  make  a  "  vigorous  attack  with 
my  whole  force,"  shortly  after  eight  o'clock  A.  M. 
By  referring  to  General  Hardie's  reports,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  first  despatch  from  General  Burn- 
side,  after  that  brought  by  him,  is  dated  2.25  p.  M. 
in  which  he  states,  — 

"  December  13,  2.25  P.  M. 

"  Despatch  received.  Franklin  will  do  his  best. 
New  troops  gone  in.  Will  report  soon  again." 

This  order,  so  far  from  being  an  order  to  make 
a  "  vigorous  attack  with  my  whole  force,"  directed 
me  as  follows : 

"  Your  instructions  of  this  morning  are  so  far 


modified  as  to  require  an  advance  upon  the  heights 
immediately  in  your  front." 

The  response  made  to  this  modification  of  the 
order  is  shown  by  General  Hardie's  despatch  to 
his  chief  just  given. 

The  committee  then  proceed :  "  Several  of  the 
witnesses  testified,  that  had  the  attack  then  been 
renewed  with  all  the  available  force  under  General 
Franklin's  command,  it  would  have  been  success- 
ful." Who  these  witnesses  are  is  not  stated,  nor 
is  a  word  of  their  testimony  given.  If  any  one 
upon  whose  opinion  the  public  would  place  any 
reliance  has  been  found  to  express  such  an  opin- 
ion, it  has  been  given  in  ignorance  of  the  orders 
under  which  I  was  acting  during  the  day,  or  upon 
the  assumption  that  such  an  order  as  the  commit- 
tee state  I  did  receive,  was  issued  to  me  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day.  I  have  shown  that  no  such 
order  was  issued,  and  that  the  second  order  that 
was  issued  was  received  at  2.25  P.  M.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  modified  order  it  is  necessary  to 
state,  that  immediately  in  front  of  one  of  my  di- 
visions was  a  narrow  valley,  held  on  both  sides 
by  the  enemy,  and  protected  by  abatis,  and  troops 
entering  it  were  necessarily  subjected  to  a  fire 
from  both  sides.  It  is  patent  from  an  examina- 
tion of  this  last  order,  that  so  far  from  being  an 
order  to  renew  the  attack  upon  the  hill  at  Cap- 
tain Hamilton's,  it  was  a  virtual  abandonment  of 
that  attempt.  I  was  not  allowed  the  opportunity 
to  examine  those  witnesses,  nor  to  produce  those 
I  named  to  the  committee,  who  were  with  me 
during  the  day,  and  who  alone  were  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts  to  form  a  respectable 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

But  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  expressed 
before  the  committee  by  witnesses,  whose  names 
they  have-  not  given,  the  same  committee  submit- 
ted a  report  to  the  Senate  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  December  last,  containing  the  evidence 
taken  by  them  on  the  nineteenth  of  that  month, 
in  which  the  testimony  of  General  Burnside,  taken 
immediately  after  the  battle,  is  given.  This  has 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  From  this 
document  I  make  the  following  extract,  (referring 
to  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg :) 

Q.  By  Pommittee.  —  "What  causes  do  you  as- 
sign for  the  failure  of  your  attack  here  ?  " 

A.  "It  was  found  impossible  to  get  the  men  up 
to  the  works;  the  enemy's  fire  was  too  hot  for 
them ;  the  whole  command  fought  most  gallantly ; 
the  enemy  themselves  say  they  never  saw  our  men 
fight  so  hard  as  on  that  day." 

Q.  "  Were  the  enemy's  works  very  strong  ?  " 

A.  "  Their  works  are  not  strong  works,  but  they 
occupy  very  strong  positions.  It  is  possible 
that  the  points  of  attack  were  wrongly  ordered ; 
if  such  is  the  case  I  can  only  say  I  did  to  the  best 
of  my  ability." 

Q.  "  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  ex- 
pected General  Franklin  to  carry  the  point  at  the 
extreme  left  of  the  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
and  thereby  enable  our  troops  to  storm  and  carry 
their  fortifications  ?  " 
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'  A.  "  I  did  expect  him  to  carry  that  point ;  which 
being  done,  would  have  placed  our  forces  in  rear 
of  their  extreme  left,  and  which  I  thought  at  the 
time  would  shake  their  forces  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  position  in  front  could  be  easily  stormed 
and  carried." 

Q.  "  To  what  do  you  attribute  his  failure  to 
accomplish  that  ?  " 

A.  "  To  the  great  strength  of  the  position,  and 
the  accumulation  of  the  enemy's  forces  there" 

General  Burnside  then  explained,  that  the  de- 
lay in  building  the  bridges  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  accumulate  his  forces  before  he  was  able  to 
order  the  attack. 

Q.  "  "What  was  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  during  the  attack  ?  " 

A.  "  With  the  exception  of  a  single  regiment  it 
was  excellent." 

Q.  "  Will  you  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the 
whole  number  of  our  troops  that  were  engaged  ?  " 

A.  "  We  had  about  one  hundred  thousand  men 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river." 

Q.  "  What  part  of  that  number  were  actually 
engaged  in  battle  ?  " 

A.  "  Every  single  man  of  them  was  under  ar- 
tillery fire,  and  about  half  of  them  were  at  differ- 
ent times  formed  in  columns  of  attack.  Every 
man  was  put  in  column  that  could  be  got  in" 

With  this  evidence  of  the  General  commanding 
the  army  before  them,  a  committee  of  Congress, 
in  a  report  submitted  to  the  public  without  the 
testimony,  deliberately  states : 

"  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  proves  most  conclusively  that  had 
the  attack  been  made  upon  the  left  with  all  the 
force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used  for 
that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside  would 
have  been  completely  successful,  and  our  army 
would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory." 

The  committee  continue,  (still  referring  to  the 
order,  which,  they  say,  was  to  make  a  "  vigorous 
attack  with  my  whole  force,"  and  was  sent  by 
General  Burnside  upon  his  hearing  of  the  small 
force  which  I  had  ordered  to  the  attack,)  "  Gen- 
eral Franklin  testifies  that  it  was  not  an  order  but 
a  request,  and  that  when  he  received  it,  it  was  too 
late  to  renew  the  attack,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
do  it.  General  Franklin  testifies  as  follows:" 
The  committee  then  proceed  to  give  an  extract 
from  a  small  portion  of  my  testimony,  in  which 
not  a  word  of  my  testimony  on  the  subject  of  this 
request  is  given.  My  statement  to  them  on  that 
subject  was  substantially  that  after  three  o'clock 
of  that  day,  according  to  my  best  recollection,  an 
Aid  from  General  Burnside  came  to  me  with  the 
message  that  the  enemy  was  pressing  General 
Sumner  on  the  right,  and  that  I  was  requested  to 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor  if  I  could.  I 
again  replied  that  I  would  do  the  best  I  could. 
About  the  time  that  this  message  came,  viz., 
at  3.40  p.  M.,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Gen- 
eral Hardie's  reports,  that  officer  informed  Gen- 
eral Burnside  as  follows : 

"Gibbon's   and   Meade's   divisions    are   badly 


used  up,  and  I  fear  another  advance  on  the  enemy 
on  our  left  cannot  be  made  this  afternoon. 
Doubleday's  division  will  replace  Meade's  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  collected,  and  if  it  be  done  in  time, 
of  course  another  attack  will  be  made.  The 
enemy  are  in  force  in  the  woods  on  our  left  to- 
ward Hamilton's,  and  are  threatening  the  safety 
of  that  portion  of  our  line.  They  seem  to  have 
detached  a  portion  of  their  force  to  our  front, 
where  Howe  and  Brooks  are  now  engaged. 
Brooks  has  some  prisoners,  and  is  down  to  the 
railroad.  Just  as  soon  as  the  left  is  safe  our  forces 
here  will  be  prepared  for  a  front  attack.  But  it 
may  be  too  late  this  afternoon.  Indeed  we  are 
engaged  in  front  anyhow.  Notwithstanding  the 
unpleasant  items  I  relate,  the  morale  generally  of 
the  troops  is  good." 

Keeping  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  divisions  of 
Howe  and  Brooks,  which  General  Hardie  reported 
to  General  Burnside  were  then  actually  engaged, 
were  the  two  divisions  upon  which  I  had  to  rely 
to  protect  my  right,  centre,  and  bridges,  and  that 
every  other  division  of  my  command  was  at  that 
moment  already  in  support  of  the  left,  and  that 
this  despatch  of  General  Hardie's  was  a  piece  of 
the  evidence  before  a  committee,  supposed  to  be 
in  search  of  the  truth  in  regard  to  a  subject  of 
such  magnitude  as  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  it  seems  incredible  that  the  next 
paragraph  of  their  report  following  the  extract 
from  my  testimony,  which  they  have  given,  is  the 
one  already  quoted,  that,  — 

"  The  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  before 
your  committee  *proves  most  conclusively  that 
had  the  attack  been  made  upon  the  left  with  all 
the  force  that  General  Franklin  could  have  used 
for  that  purpose,  the  plan  of  General  Burnside 
would  have  been  completely  successful,  and  our 
army  would  have  achieved  a  most  brilliant  victory." 

This  sweeping  statement  is  made  without  giving 
a  word  of  testimony  in  support  of  the  conclusion, 
or  the  name  of  a  witness.  I  am  necessarily  in 
ignorance  of  what  has  been  testified  to  by  others 
before  the  committee,  but  I  know  that  General 
Burnside  and  myself  were  at  least  two  of  "  all 
the  witnesses,"  and  that  he,  when  he  was  first 
examined,  testified  to  the  contrary  of  any  such 
statement.  I  know  that  General  Hardie's  words, 
written  from  the  battle-field  to  his  chief,  were  in 
evidence,  and  that  the  faets  shown  by  these  wit- 
nesses prove  the  conclusions  of  this  committee 
to  be  as  unfounded  as  they  are  unmerited. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  thus  arraigned  and  con- 
demned by  the  committee,  I  have  no  fear  that 
my  countrymen  will  adopt  their  verdict  until  I 
have  been  heard  in  my  own  behalf.  They  have 
thus  far  inhaled  with  the  air  they  breathe  that 
vital  principle  of  fair  play  that  hears  before  it 
condemns.  As  a  people,  they  have  no  purpose 
to  serve  in  striking  down  a  public  servant,  unless 
he  has  proved  to  be  unfaithful  to  his  trust ;  and  to 
their  sense  of  justice  I  appeal,  though  the  circum- 
stances attending  my  accusation  compel  me  to  add 
to  my  statement  a  few  words  personal  to  myself. 

My  profession  is  that  of  arms.  I  was  educated 
to  it  as  a  pupil  of  the  nation.  My  duty  and  in- 


DOCUMENTS. 


169 


clination  leading  in  the  same  path  with  the  feel- 
ing that  stirred  the  nation's  pulse  when  its  flag 
was  torn  down  by  parricidal  hands,  I  dedicated 
my  life,  and  whatever  was  inwrapt  within  my  life, 
to  the  defence  of  my  country.  I  did  not  under- 
rate the  proportions  of  the  rebellion,  and  I  ac- 
cepted my  line  of  duty  with  the  conviction  that 
the  nation  would  require  of  its  loyal  children  de- 
termined purpose,  and,  perhaps,  great  sacrifices, 
before  its  unity  would  be  restored.  With  these 
convictions  I  took  command  of  a  brigade  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  June,  1861.  From  that 
time  until  I  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  I  have  been  trying  to  do  my  duty  in 
camp  and  upon  the  field.  That  I  have  not  alto- 
gether failed,  the  brave  men  who  have  grown  up 
with  me  have  proved  on  the  battle-fields  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland ;  and  it  is  but  common  justice  to 
those  of  them  who  yet  live,  and  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  are  dead,  to  say  that  they  never 
failed  me  in  the  time  of  trial.  My  time  has  been 
passed  with  my  command.  Including  a  period  of 
illness,  I  have  been  absent  from  it  but  twenty-one 
days.  This  has  left  me  but  little  time  to  look 
after  matters  personal  to  myself.  Having  no 
political  associations  of  influence,  I  must  content 
myself,  as  best  I  can,  with  the  reflection  that  the 
committee  believed  that  the  failure  at  Fredericks- 
burg  demanded  a  victim,  and  that,  being  of  no 
consequence  except  as  a  soldier,  it  was  most 
available  to  order  me  to  that  duty. 

I  have  had  no  friendships  which  have  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  performance  of  my  duty. 

When  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  up  to  the  time  he  left 
it,  I  gave  a  hearty  obedience  to  every  order  he 
gave  me,  as  well  as  a  full  and  frank  expression 
of  my  opinion  when  he  invited  me  to  his  councils. 
I  supposed  that  we  were  attached  friends,  and 
that  we  were  both  looking  only  to  those  means 
which  would  achieve  success.  I  agreed  with  him 
fully  in  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  Rappahan- 
nock  at  Fredericksburg  at  the  time  proposed  by 
his  original  plan.  After  that  failed,  whatever 
advice  I  gave  to  him  in  council  sprang  from  the 
honest  convictions  of  my  judgment,  and  I  should 
have  been  recreant  to  my  duty  to  my  country 
and  my  own  conscience  had  I  given  him  any  other. 
When  the  crossing  was  determined  upon,  with 
what  alacrity  I  obeyed  the  order,  the  time  within 
which  my  troops  were  crossed  and  placed  in  line 
of  battle  is  the  best  evidence.  This  done,  and 
our  troops  posted  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the 
river,  with  nothing  but  frail  pontoon  bridges  be- 
tween them  and  their  destruction  as  an  army,  I 
proposed  that  an  assault  should  be  made  upon  the 
enemy's  position  with  a  column  strong  enough  to 
command  success,  (naming  the  number  of  at  least 
six  divisions,)  with  the  request  that  I  might  be 
allowed  to  make  immediate  dispositions  to  carry 
it  out.  After  waiting  through  the  night,  I  was 
ordered  to  take  a  particular  height  with  one  divis- 
ion, and  to  keep  my  whole  command  in  readiness 
for  some  contemplated  movement.  In  obeying 
this  order  according  to  its  letter  and  spirit, 


spirit, 


a  force  of  the  enemy  upon  my  left,  my  right, 
and  my  centre  discovered  itself,  sufficient  to 
engage  during  the  day  every  division  in  my 
command.  Our  failure  was  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  insufficient  preparation  and  inade- 
quate provision  for  an  attack  upon  an  army  like 
that  in  front  of  us.  This  being  the  state  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  without  a 
hearing  or  the  opportunity  of  defence,  a  report 
from  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  has 
been  spread  through  the  newspapers  and  in  pamph- 
lets before  my  countrymen,  stating  that  had  I 
obeyed  the  orders  given  me  by  General  Burnside 
on  that  day,  our  army  would  have  achieved  a  most 
brilliant  victory.  Instead  of  a  brilliant  victory,  it 
was  a  sad  and  fearful  disaster,  in  which  many 
brave  men  fell  — -  men  to  whom  I  was  attached 
by  two  years'  association;  and  for  this  disaster, 
and  for  the  blood  of  these  comrades,  this  com- 
mittee say  I  am  responsible. 

I  place,  these  facts  by  the  side  of  their  report, 
perfectly  willing  to  abide  by  the  verdict  which  the 
public  will  pass  upon  me. 

WILLIAM  B.  FKANKLIN. 

NOTES. 

The  correspondence  which  follows  shows  the  grounds 
upon  which  I  based  my  assertion  that  General  Burnside 
formally  and  earnestly  requested  the  President  to  remove 
Mr.  Stanton  and  General  Halleck  from  the  positions  which 
they  held  in  1862-63. 

Now,  there  is  no  excuse  which  can  justify  a  statement 
of  the  kind  made  by  General  Burnside  to  his  Generals  on 
this  subject,  and  the  effect  upon  some  of  them  was  more 
damaging'  than  would  at  first  sight  appear. 

Having-  entire  confidence  in  the  truth  of  his  statement, 
they  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  whose  boldness  in  beard- 
ing the  lions  in  their  den,  entitled  him  to  a  certain  admira- 
tion, but  who  had  been  destroyed  by  this  very  boldness. 
They  considered  him  a  doomed  man,  and  that  the  end  of 
his  career  as  the  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
was  only  a  question  of  a  few  days. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  certain  Gen- 
erals finding  that  he  was  still  acting  as  if  he  felt  firm  in 
his  seat,  and  as  though  his  open  condemnation  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief  had  doue  him  no 
harm,  and  knowing  the  extreme  want  of  confidence  of  the 
troops  in  his  capacity,  should  begin  to  feel  nervous  and 
anxious  about  the  destiny  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
under  such  a  commander,  and  should  believe  that  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  feeling  of  the  army  toward  him,  made  to 
influential  persons  in  Washington,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact  (as  they  supposed  it)  that  he  had  asked  for 
the  removal  of  the  President's  two  chief  military  subor- 
dinates, might  have  weight  in  having  some  important 
change  effected,  without  subjecting  them  to  any  very 
grave  charges. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  Generals  who  heard  him 
make  this  statement,  should  afterwards  have  less  confi- 
dence in  his  judgment,  and  should  consider  that  no  impor- 
tant operations  would  thereafter  be  carried  on  under  his 
command. 

In  other  words,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  misunderstand- 
ings caused  by  this  "  statement,"  might  account  in  a  groat 
degree  for  the  conduct  of  certain  officers  affected  by  the 
notorious  Order  No.  8. 

When  1  gave  my  evidence  before  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  in  December  1NV_',I 
did  not  quote  the  order  which  I  received  from  General 
Burnside  under  which  I  niade  the  attack  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg.  This  is  the  reason  for  the  omission. 

I  thought  that  General  Burnside  was  the  proper  person 
to  present  this  order  in  evidence.  1  asked  him,  after  he 
had  given  his  evidence,  if  he  had  delivered  a  copy  of  the 
order  to  the  committee,  or  if  he  intended  to  deliver  one, 
and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  given  it,  or  intended  to 
give  it. 

Yet  upon  examination  of  the  published  evidence,  upon 
which  the  committee. based  its  report,  I  cannot  find  that 
this  order  was  brought  to  its  attention  until  General.!. 
F.  Reynolds  gave  his  evidence  in  March,  1803,  and  I  gave 
mine  about  April  first,  1863. 


170 


REBELLION   RECORD,  1862-64. 


So  General  Burnside's  memory  failed  again  in  this  in- 
stance. 

This  fact  is  mentioned  because  I  stated  to  the  committee 
in  December,  18(52,  that  I  had  fought  the  whole  strength 
of  my  command  as  well  as  I  could  "  under  the  orders  that 
I  had  received,"  supposing  the  committee  knew,  as  it 
ought  to  have  known,  what  orders  I  had  received.  It  ought 
to  have  known  these  orders,  because  it  had  already  received 
the  evidence  of  the  commanding  General. 

There  is  one  omission  in  the  report  of  my  evidence  be- 
fore this  committee  which  is  somewhat  important  to  me. 
When  I  was  before  it,  about  April  first,  1863, 1  stated  that  if 
my  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  was  in  course 
of  investigation  by  it,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  taken  the 
evidence  of  Generals  Smith  and  Hardie,  who  were  with  me 
during  the  whole  day  of  the  battle.  The  chairman  refused 
to  call  these  gentlemen,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
time.  No  mention  of  the  request  or  the  refusal  was  made 
in  the  report  or  the  evidence.  Yet  there  are  published  in 
the  evidence  two  affidavits  of  staff  officers  of  General 
Burnside,  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  both  dated  after  the 
date  of  my  evidence,  and  made  in  Cincinnati,  the  commit- 
tee sitting  in  Washington.  If  there  was  time  to  have  re- 
ceived them,  there  was  time  to  have  taken  the  evidence  of 
Generals  Smith  and  Hardie.  Whether  these  affidavits 
were  considered  in  making  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
I  do  not  know.  W.  B.  FRANKLIN. 

On  March  nineteenth,  1866,  General  Franklin  wrote  to 
General  Halleck,  informing  him  that  circumstance*  might 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  publish  certain  correspond- 
ence between  them  in  relation  to  a  statement  made  by 
General  Burnside,  that  he  had  requested  of  the  President 
the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief 
shortly  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  The  following 
are  copies  of  General  Halleck's  answer  and  its  enclosures, 
followed  by  copies  of  all  the  correspondence : 

HEADQUARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  PACIFIC,  J 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.,  April  17, 1866.     J 
Major- General  W,  B.  Franklin,  Hartford,  Conn,  t 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  March 
nineteenth,  in  which  you  state  that  it  may  be  necessary  for 
you  to  publish  my  letters  to  you  (which  you  have  hither- 
to regarded  as  confidential)  in  regard  to  General  Burnside. 

Having  no  intention  to  enter  into  any  discussions  ia  re- 
gard to  differences  or  disputes  which  nave  arisen  out  of 
the  events  of  the  war,  I  shall  very  much  regret  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  my  name  into  any  question  of  difference 
between  yourself  and  General  Burnside.  In  order  that 
you  may  have  in  your  possession  all  the  documentary 
evidence  on  the  subject,  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  my 
letter  to  him  of  May  ninth.1863,  and  his  telegraphic  an- 
swer of  May  fourteenth.  Whether  or  not  General  Burn- 
side  ever  made  the  promised  answer  to  your  pamphlet,  I 
know  not.  I  have  never  seen  any,  and  the  enlosure  is  the 
only  correspondence  we  ever  had  on  the  subject. 

Both  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Stanton  assured  me  at  the 
time  that  General  Burnside  had  never  made  to  them,  or  in 
their  presence,  the  statement  alluded  to  in  your  pamphlet; 
out  that  on  the  contrary,  he  had  always  expressed  full 
confidence  in,  and  warm  regard  for  both  the  Secretary  arid 
myself.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  BURNSIDE. 

[Personal.]... 

HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY,  ) 
WASHINGTON,  May  9,  1863.     ) 
Major-  General  Burnside,  Cincinnati  .- 

GENERAL:  Major- General  Franklin's  pamphlet  on  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  has  been  before  the  public  for 
some  weeks,  and  no  doubt  has  attracted  your  attention. 

General  Franklin  states  positively  that  after  that  battle 
you  urged  the  President  to  remove  from  office  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  General-in-Chief.  In  the  absence  of  any 
contradiction  of  this  positive  statement,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  is  correct. 

As  you  certainly  could  have  had  no  motives  personal  to 
yourself  for  giving  this  advice  to  the  President,  and  as  you 
were  well  aware  that  1  was  placed  in  my  present  position 
contrary  to  my  own  wishes,  and  that  I  had  endeavored  to 
be  relieved  from  it,  I  am  bound  to  believe  that,  in  my  case, 
you  were  actuated  in  giving  the  alleged  advice  to  the  Pres- 
ident, solely  by  a  desire  to  confer  a  personal  favor  upon 
me.  I  look  upon  the  matter  in  this  light,  and  sincerely 
thank  you  for  using  your  influence  with  the  President,  in 
the  manner  stated  by  General  Franklin,  to  have  me  re- 
lieved from  a  thankless  and  disagreeable  position,  which 
you  knew  I  did  not  wish  to  occupy. 

Very  truly  yours,  H.  W.  HALLECK. 


FROM    GEN.   BURNSIDE   T.O    GEN.    HALLECK. 
[Telegram.] 

CINCINNATI,  May  14, 1863. 
Major- General  Halleck : 

Letter  of  the  ninth,  (9th,)  just  received.  Never  saw 
Franklin's  pamphlet  till  day  before  yesterday.  Shall  au- 
svyer  it  briefly,  as  soon  as  I  have  time.  It  cannot  hurt  any 
of  us  after  it  is  answered. 

(Signed),  A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO,  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 

HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY,  ) 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  May  25, 1863.     | 

[Personal  and  private.] 

Major-General  Franklin,  York,  Penn.  .• 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a  copy  of  your  pamphlet  on  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  express  any  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  matters  of  dispute  between  yourself  and 
General  Burnside.  Of  course  one  or  the  other  must  be  ia 
error,  but  I  presume  the  differences  are  such  as  often 
occur  between  honorable  men,  who  both  believe  them- 
selves to  be  in  the  right.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
statements  in  regard  to  myself  to  which  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention. 

You  state  positively  that  General  Burnside  made  a  "  for- 
mal and  earnest  request  to  the  President  to  remove  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  General-in-Chief  from  the  positions 
severally  occupied  by  them."  If  consistent  with  your  own 
sense  of  propriety,  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  give  me 
your  authority  for  this  positive  assertion  on  your  part.  I 
am  induced  to  ask  this,  from  the  fact  that  General  Burn- 
side  was  fully  aware  that  I  was  placed  in  my  present  po- 
sition against  my  own  wishes ;  that  I  had  taken  every 
proper  measure  to  avoid  its  responsibilities,  and,  at  that 
very  time  I  was  desirous  of  being  relieved  from  these 
responsibilities.  I  say  that  General  Burnside  was  person- 
ally fully  aware  of  these  facts.  How,  under  such  circum- 
stances, he  could  request  my  removal,  is  to  me  incompre- 
hensible. Nevertheless,  till  your  positive  statement  is  ex- 
plained or  contradicted,  it  must  be  believed. 

You  seem  to  think  that  General  Burnside's  letter  to  me 
was  drawn  out  of  him  for  the  purpose  of  removing  respon- 
sibility from  the  shoulders  of  his  superiors.  In  regard 
to  this  matter  I  have  only  to  say,  that  the  letter  was  pub- 
lished by  permission  of  the  President,  after  both  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  myself  had  advised  against  its  publica- 
tion, and  I  had  positively  refused  my  assent.  As  I  had 
advised  against  the  Fredericksburg  base  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  had  abundant  proofs  of  that  fact,  I  required  no 
statement  of  General  Burnside  in  regard  to  my  responsi- 
bility. 

Again,  in  regard  to  General  Burnside's  order,  or  pre- 
tended order,  No.  8,  you  are  also  under  misapprehen- 
sion. 1  have  never  seen  that  order.  I  learned  from  the 
President  that  an  order  had  been  presented  to  him  by 
General  Burnside,  dismissing  several  officers  of  his  com- 
mand for  endeavoring  to  create  dissatisfaction  and  insub- 
ordination in  his  army.  I  said  immediately,  that  if  such 
was  the  case,  the  commander  in  the  field  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained. I  did  not  then  know,  nor  do  I  know  now,  the 
names  of  the  officers  charged  with  so  high  a  military  of- 
fence. Moreover,  I  have  been  told  by  good  authority  that 
the  pretended  order,  published  in  the  newspapers,  is  very 
different  from  the  order  shown  the  President. 

In  these,  as  in  many  other  matters  connected  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  press  has  grossly  misrepre- 
sented me.  But  time  Will  place  all  these  things  in  their 
true  light.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

SENERAL  FRANKLIN  TO  GENERAL  HALLECK. 

YORK,  PENN.,  May  27, 1863. 
To  Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief  U.  8. 

Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  t 

GENERAL :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  twenty-fifth 
nst.  I  am  sure,  from  your  statement,  that  General  Buruside 
did  not  make  the  "  formal  and  earnest  request  to  remove 
the  Secretary  of  War"  and  yourself,  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  my  pamphlet  reply  to  the  Committee  on  the  Con- 
duct of  the  War,  and  my  assertion  should  have  been  that 
General  Burnside  said  that  he  made  the  request. 

The  facts  are  these.  General  Burnside  was  in  Washing- 
ton on  or  about  January  first,  last.  He  returned  to  camp, 
and  soon  after  his  return,  informed  me,  I  think  in  the 
presence  of  General  Smith,  and  perhaps  others,  that  he 
dad  seen  the  President,  and  had  verbally  recommended  to 
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him  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation,  and  the  removal  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  yourself.  The  President,  how- 
ever, refused  to  entertain  the  suggestion,  and  the  next 
interview  which  General  Burns! de  had  with  him  was  in 
the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  yourself.  Be- 
tween the  first  and  second  interviews  lie  had  reduced  to 
writing1  the  proposition  which  he  had  made  in  the  first 
interview,  and  he  read  to  the  President  a  letter  to  him  in 
which  he  tendered  his  own  resignation,  and  proposed  the 
vacation  of  the  Secretary  of  War's  and  your  positions,  for 
the  reason  that  all  three  of  you  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  story  as  I  heard 
it  from  him  just  after  his  return  to  camp.  On  one  occa- 
sion, just  before  his  last  attempt  to  cross  the  Rappahan- 
nock,  I  was  in  his  tent  with  Generals  Smith,  Wobdbury, 
Hunt,  and  Captain  Comstock,  corps  of  engineers,  when  I 
said  to  him,  in  substance,  "  you  yourself  recommended  to 
the  President  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Genenal  Halleck."  He  did  not  deny  it;  in  fact  he  acknowl- 
edged that  he  had  so  recommended. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  pamphlet,  nor  have  I  said  any- 
thing which  will  justify  the  assertion,  that  I  "  think  that 
General  Burnside's  letter  to  me  "  (you)  ^'  was  drawu  out 
of  him  "  for  any  purpose.  On  the  contrary  I  know  that 
before  he  wrote  it,  he  expressed  his  intention  of  writing 
it  to  several  persons,  myself  among  the  number,  and  the 
reason  he  gave  for  this  intention  was,  that  he  might  disa- 
buse the  minds  of  the  people  as  to  who  was  responsible 
for  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  He  intended  the  letter 
for  publication,  I  know,  and  was  excited  to  write  it  by  the 
newspaper  articles,  which  threw  the  blame  upon  the  ad- 
ministration. I  never  had,  nor  ever  expressed,  an  idea 
that  the  letter  in  question  was  drawn  out  of  General  Burn- 
side  by  any  person,  or  for  any  purpose,  but  have  always 
known  that  the  dictates  of  his  own  mind  led  him  to  write  it. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  have  ever  asserted,  or  ever  thought 
that  you  had  seen  Order  No.  8.  I  have  looked  over  my 
pamphlet  carefully,  and  find  no  sentence  which  will  bear 
the  construction  that  I  thought  you  had  seen  it.  I  received 
'all  of  the  information  in  my  possession  concerning  it  from 
officers  who  saw  it  in  General  Hooker's  hands,  and  the 
names  in  the  pretended  order,  as  published,  agree  in  all 
respects  with  those  reported  to  me  as  present  in  General 
Hooker's  copy.  The  pamphlet  was,  however,  written  be- 
fore the  publication  of  the  order  in  the  Herald. 

It  was  not  my  intention  in  my  pamphlet  to  refer  to  any 
persons  except  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
and  General  Burnaide.  I  am  sorry  that  my  confidence  in 
General  Burnside's  honesty  led  me  to  assert  that. he  had 
requested  the  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  your- 
self, and  I  can  only  account  for  his  numerous  mistakes  by 
the  hypothesis  that  he  is  crazy. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 

HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY,  ) 
WASHINGTON,  May  29, 18G3.     J 
[Private  and  personal.] 
Major-General  Franklin,  York,  Penn.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-seventh  is  received, 
and  I  thank  you  for  your  frank  reply  to  my  inquiry. 

Immediately  on  receiving  your  pamphlet,  I  addressed  a 
note  to  General  Burnside,  calling  his  attention  to  what 
you  had  stated  in  regard  to  his  having  formally  and  ear- 
neatly  requested  my  removal,  and  as  he  has  not  denied  its 
correctness,  I  presume  he  admits  it. 

There  is  one  singular  statement  in  your  letter,  in  regard 
to  the  embodying  of  General  Burnside's  recommendation 
for  our  removal  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  and  reading  it 
to  the  President  in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  and  my- 
self. There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  The  only  letter  of  resignation  of  General 
Burn  side  which  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of,  made  no  allusion 
whatever  to  either  of  us. 

The  reason  of  my  alluding  to  Order  No.  8  was,  that  you 
say  the  President  "  declined  to  decide,  without  consulting 
some  of  his  advisers."  The  public  would  presume,  per- 
haps, that  I  was  one  of  these  advisers,  I  merely  wished 
to  undeceive  you  on  that  point.  The  facts  are  these: 
General  Buruside  had  had  an  interview  with  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  night,  or  very  early  in  the  morning.  I  was 
sent  for  while  at  breakfast.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Presi- 
dent's room,  he  informed  the  Secretary  and  mysi4f  that 
General  Burnside  had  proposed  the  dismissal  and  relieving 
of  several  high  officers,  and  if  his  order  were  not  approved 
he  wished  to  resign.  The  President  announced  his  decis- 
ion to  relieve  General  Burnside,  and  put  General  Hooker 
in  command.  He  asked  no  opinion  or  advice,  either  from 
the  Secretary  or  myself,  and  none  whatever  was  offered 


by  either  of  us.  General  Burnside  afterwards  came  in,  and 
the  matter  of  accepting  his  resignation  was  discussed.  I 
strongly  urged  him  to  withdraw  it,  which  he  finally  con- 
sented to  do. 

The  removal  of  General  Burnside,  and  appointment  of 
General  Hooker,  was  the  sole  act  of  the  President.  My 
advice  was  not  asked  at  all  in  the  matter,  and  I  gave  no 
opinion  whatever. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  pur- 
pose of  General  Burnside,  but  in  his  various  statements  he 
has  certainly  committed  some  most  singular  errors,  and 
in  none  more  so  than  in  regard  to  the  "  Pontoons,"  upon 
which  the  public  press  got  iip  such  a  furor  against  me.  I 
had  the  means  at  the  time  of  disproving  most  of  his  state- 
ments, but  declined  to  use  them,  preferring,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  to  remain  silent.  By  pub- 
licly denying  one  false  charge,  it  would  be  inferred  that 
those  undenied  were  true.  Moreover,  when  holding  a  com- 
mand, I  never  enter  into  newspaper  discussions. 

Nevertheless,  I  think  it  due  to  history  that  officers 
.should,  among  themselves,  seek  to  reconcile  and  explain 
conflicting  statements.  It  was  simply  with  this  object  in 
view  that  I  wrote  to  yourself  and  General  Burnside,  and 
I  thank  you  for  answering  me  so  promptly  and  kindly.  I 
only  regret  that  General  Burnside  has  not  done  the  same. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

GEN.  W.  F.  SMITH  TO  GEN.   FRANKLIN. 

NEW  YORK,  May  29, 1803. 

DEAR  FRANKLIN  :  Rurnside  referred  to  the  matter  of 
his  letter  to  the  President,  asking  that  Stanton,  Halleck, 
and  himself  should  vacate  their  places,  several  times  in 
my  presence;  but  the  first  time  in  such  detail  that  no  now 
points  were  afterwards  developed.  He  said  he  had  had  a 
long  conversation  with  the  President,  which  resulted  in 
his  going  back  to  the  hotel,  and  writing  this  letter,  which 
he  sent.  In  the  letter  he  said  he  was  sure  Stanton  and 
Halleck  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  country,  but  of  that 
the  President  could  judge  for  himself;  but  he  could  assert 
positively  that  they  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  army, 
and  therefore  suggested  that  the  three  should  resign.  The 
President  said  he  could  not  think  of  accepting  his  resigna- 
tion, and  asked  him  if  he  had  any  objections  to  going  to 
the  others  interested  and  making  the  statements  in  their 
presence.  Burnside  said  no,  certainly  not,  and  they  went 
to  the  War  Department,  saw  the  Secretary  and  General- 
in-Chief,  and  in  their  presence  he  reiterated  his  remarks 
about  want  of  confidence ;  that  neither  of  them  said  a  word 
with  reference  to  the  matter,  and  the  conversation  after 
that  was  an  attempt  to  get  orders  to  cross  the  river,  or 
orders  not  to  cross  the  river.  Burnside  also  made  iu 
Washington,  and  at  the  time,  the  same  statement  to  Mr. 
John  Tucker,  then  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  cer- 
tainly placed  implicit  confidence  in  his  story.  You  are 
entirely  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  of  this  letter. 
Yours,  as  ever, 

WM.  F.  SMITH. 

Major-General  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  York,  Penn. 

This  letter  was  transmitted  by  General  Franklin  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck,  with  a  letter  of  transmittal  merely. 

GENERAL  HALLECK  TO  GENERAL  FRANKLIN. 

[Personal  and  private.] 

WASHINGTON,  June  5,  1863. 
Mqjor-  General  Franklin,  York,  Penn. 


nor  any  in  the  slightest  degree  resembling  it,  ever  took 
place  between  General  Burnside,  the  President,  Mr.  Stan- 
ton,  and  myself.  What  General  Burnside  may  have  said 
to  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  about  me,  in  my  ab- 
sence, I,  of  course,  do  not  know ;  but  I  have  assurances 
that  he  never  suggested  my  removal  to  either. 

I  have  no  desire  to  push  this  inquiry  any  farther,  being 
satisfied  that  General  Buruside's  memory  was,  at  least  at 
that  time,  unreliable. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

GEN.  W.  T.  H.  BROOKS  TO  GEN.  FRANKLIN. 

INDIANAPOLIS.  June  2, 1803. 

DEAR  FRANKLIN  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  twenty 
ninth  ult.  yesterday.  I  was  very  sorry  not  to  meet  you. 

I  spoke  to  the  Secretary  aljput  Burnside  having  stated 
that  he  had  told  the  President  he  ought  to  remove  himself 
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and  Halleck.  He  said  he  had  never  heard  of  it  until  a  few 
days  before,  when  Halleck,  having  seen  the  statement 
made  by  you  in  your  pamphlet,  spoke  to  him  about  it. 
That,  so  far  as  he  knew,  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it. 

I  heard  Burn  side  make  the  statement  in  your  presence. 
I  have  heard  Sedgwick  and  Hancock  say  they  heard  Burn- 
side  make  the  statement.  I  have  heard  Hooker  refer  to  it, 
as  though  he  had  heard  it  direct.  I  am  almost  certain  I 
have  heard  Meade  say  he  had  heard  Burnside  make  the 
same  statement.  I  called  the  Secretary's  attention  to  this 
in  a  letter  written  just  before  our  last  move,  but  he  says 
he  never  received  it. 

Nearly  every  general  officer  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
has  heard  Burnside  make  the  boast.  I  believe  I  wrote 
you  that  Hooker  had  mentioned  the  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  he  said  he  had  never  heard  it. 

*  *  *  * 

Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  H.  BROOKS. 

The  above  extract  was  sent  to  General  Halleck  with  a 
letter  of  transmittal  on  June  sixth,  1863. 


Doc.  4. 
SECESSIONISTS    OF   WEST   VIRGINIA. 

MAJOR-GENERAL   HUNTER'S   ORDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA, 
IN  THE  FIELD,  VALLEY  OF  SHENANDOAH, 


VIRGINIA,  ) 
SNANDOAH,  > 
May  24, 1864.     ) 

SIR:  Your  name  has  been  reported  to  me, 
with  evidence,  that  you  are  one  of  the  leading 
secession  sympathizers  in  this  valley,  and  that  you 
countenance  and  abet  the  bushwhackers  and  guer- 
rillas who  infest  the  woods  and  mountains  of  this 
region,  swooping  out  on  the  roads  to  plunder  and 
outrage  loyal  residents,  falling  upon  and  firing 
into  defenceless  wagon  trains,  and  assassinating 
soldiers  of  this  command  who  may  chance  to  be 
placed  in  exposed  positions.  These  practices  are 
not  recognized  by  the  laws  of  war  of  any  civilized 
nation,  nor  are  the  persons  engaged  therein  en- 
titled to  any  other  treatment  than  that  due,  by  the 
universal  code  of  justice,  to  pirates,  murderers, 
and  other  outlaws. 

But  from  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  the 
secret  aid  and  information  given  to  those  bush- 
whackers by  persons  of  your  class,  and  the  more 
important  occupation  of  the  troops  un^er  my  com- 
mand, it  is  impossible  to  chase,  arrest,  and  punish 
these  common  marauders  as  they  deserve.  With- 
out the  countenance  and  help  given  to  them  by 
the  rebel  residents  of  the  valley,  they  could  not 
support  themselves  for  a  week.  You  are  spies 
upon  our  movements,  abusing  the  clemency  which 
has  protected  your  persons  and  property,  while 
loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  within 
the  rebel  lines  are  invariably  plundered  of  all  they 
may  possess,  imprisoned,  and  in  some  cases  put 
to  death.  It  is  from  you  and  your  families  and 
neighbors  that  these  bandits  receive  food,  cloth- 
ing, ammunition,  and  information  ;  and  it  is  from 
their  secret  hiding-places  in  your  houses,  barns, 
and  woods,  that  th^y  issue  on  their  missions  of 
pillage  and  murder. 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  notified,  that  for 
every  train  fired  upon,  or  soldier  of  the  Union 
wounded  or  assassinated  by  bushwhackers  in  any 
neighborhood  within  the  reach  of  my  cavalry,  the 
houses  and  other  property  of  every  secession  sym- 
pathizer residing  within  a  circuit  of  five  miles 
from  the  place  of  the  outrage,  shall  be  destroyed 


by  fire ;  and  that  for  all  public  property  jayhawked 
or  destroyed  by  these  marauders,  an  assessment 
of  five  times  the  value  of  such  property  will  be 
made  upon  the  secession  sympathizers  residing 
within  a  circuit  of  ten  miles  around  the  point  at 
which  the  offence  was  committed.  The  payment 
of  this  assessment  will  be  enforced  by  the  troops 
of  the  department,  who  will  seize  and  hold  in 
close  military  custody  the  persons  assessed,  until 
such  payments  shall  have  been  made.  This  pro- 
vision will  also  be  applied  to  make  good,  from  the 
secessionists  in  every  neighborhood,  five  times  the 
amount  of  any  loss  suffered  by  loyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  the  action  of  the  bush- 
whackers whom  you  encourage. 

If  you  desire  to  avoid  the  consequences  herein 
set  forth,  you  will  notify  your  guerrilla  and  bush- 
whacking friends  to  withdraw  from  that  portion 
of  the  valley  within  my  lines,  and  to  join  —  if  they 
desire  to  fight  for  the  rebellion  —  the  regular 
forces  of  the  secession  army  in  my  front  or  else- 
where. You  will  have  none  but  yourselves  to 
blame  for  the  consequences  that  will  certainly 
ensue,  if  these  evils  are  permitted  to  continue. 
This  circular  is  not  sent  to  you  for  the  reason 
that  you  have  been  singled  out  as  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious, but  because  you  are  believed  to  furnish 
the  readiest  means  of  communication  with  the 
prominent  secession  sympathizers  of  your  neigh- 
borhood. It  will  be  for  their  benefit  that  you  com- 
municate to  them  the  tenor  of  this  circular. 

D.  HUNTER, 

Major-General,  commanding1. 

Official  copy :  P.  G.  BIER, 

A.A.G. 


Doc.  5. 
GENERAL  TWIGGS'   TREACHERY. 

JACKSON  BARRACKS,  NEW  ORLEANS,  ) 
March  17,  18(33.     ) 

MY  DEAR  1  I  suppose  you  have  long 

thought  me  dead ;  but  I  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity, until  the  present  time,  of  letting  you  know 
why  I  have  been  so  long  silent,  but  I  trust  in  God 
this  will  find  you  well.*  I  hardly  know  what  to  be- 
gin with  first,  for  I  have  so  long  a  list  of  adven- 
tures to  tell  you.  When  I  received  your  letter, 
in  Hatch's  Ranche,  New  Mexico,  I  answered  it 
by  the  next  mail ;  since  then  I  have  not  heard 
from  you,  or  any  one  else.  At  that  time,  I 
think,  I  told  you  that  I  expected  to  leave  there 
for  Fort  Butler,  but  shortly  afterward  the  com- 
pany to  which  I  belong  was  ordered  to  Fort 
Bliss,  Texas,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  four  hundred 
miles  from  Hatch's  Ranche,  which  place  we  left 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  1861 ;  the  weather 
was  intensely  cold,  and  snow  some  six  or  eight 
inches  deep  for  some  three  hundred  miles  of  the 
way.  We  suffered  very  much  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  march,  but  as  we  neared  the  Texas 
border  the  days  became  more  pleasant,  but  the 

*  This  letter  was  written  by  a  private  soldier  belonging 
to  the  Eighth  United  States  regulars,  which  regiment  was 
surrendered  to  the  rebels  by  the  treachery  of  General 
Twiggs  in  1801. 
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nights  were  still  cold  and  stormy.  We  arrived  at 
Fort  Bliss  February  twenty-fifth,  and  were  all 
beginning  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  having  a 
good  garrison  for  the  summer,  when  the  news  of 
the  secession  reached  us.  At  first  we  thought 
nothing  of  it;  but  the  attack  and  surrender  of 
Fort  Sumter  by  the  gallant  Major  Anderson  con- 
vinced the  most  sceptical  that  things  were  taking 
a  very  serious  turn.  Shortly  after  the  above 
events,  we  got  orders  from  General  Twiggs,  the 
commander  of  the  department  of  Texas,  to  evac- 
uate the  state,  and  turn  over  all  the  forts  and 
stores  to  commissioners  appointed  by  the  state : 
we  prepared  to  follow  these  instructions,  but  were 
delayed  in  consequence  of  wagons  to  carry  our 
baggage  through ;  but  finally  we  got  started  on 
the  thirty-first  of  March,  1861,  with  Colonel 
Reeves  and  two  other  companies  of  our  regiment, 
I  and  B,  and  marched  to  Fort  Quitman,  where 
we  were  joined  by  Company  F.  We  left  there, 
and  marched  to  Fort  Davis,  where  we  were  joined 
by  Companies  E  and  H.  We  were  now  about  three 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  all  in  good  spirits,  for 
at  that  time  we  were  told  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  state  that  we  should  not  be  molested  on  our 
march  to  the  coast,  but  would  be  treated  with  all 
possible  kindness,  as  the  regiment  had  been  so 
long  in  the  state,  guarding  the  frontier  from  the 
inroads  of  the  Camanche  Indians  ;  so,  with  these 
promises  in  view,  and  the  hopes  of  hearing  from, 
and  perhaps  seeing,  dear  friends  at  home,  we 
thought  nothing  of  the  long  and  wearisome 
march  before  us.  But  the  sequel  will  show  how 
bitterly  we  were  betrayed  by  the  traitor  Twiggs 
and  his  worthless  confederates. 

Everything  went  on  well  until  we  got  to  Fort 
Clark,  the  nearest  military  post  to  the  settlements, 
where  we  heard  it  announced  that  the  Texans  in- 
tended to  make  us  all  prisoners  as  soon  as  we  got 
some  forty  or  fifty  miles  farther  down  the  coun- 
try. This  we  did  not  believe,  and  even  if  we  had 
it  was  then  too  late  to  turn  back ;  so  we  pushed 
boldly  on  until  we  reached  a  little  town  called 
Castreville,  where  the  people  (principally  Ger- 
mans) assured  us  we  would  be  met  the  next  day 
by  a  large  force,  and  have  to  surrender  or  fight. 
Well,  I  can  assure  you,  my  dear  Ellen,  that  was 
rather  hard,  after  having  the  assurance  of  a  free 
pass  out  of  the  country;  but  it  was  too  true. 
However,  we  were  bound  to  show  a  bold  front, 
and  Colonel  Reeves  determined  not  to  let  the 
enemy  steal  a  march  on  him ;  so  we  left  Castre- 
ville that  night  at  ten  o'clock,  (after  marching  that 
day  twenty-five  miles),  and  got  to  a  place  called 
Adam's  Hill,  close  by  the  San  Lucas  Springs,  be- 
fore daylight.  We  were  all  tired  out,  and  all 
hands  got  orders  to  lie  down  and  rest ;  but  it  was 
of  short  duration,  for  just  at  sunrise  the  enemy 
came  pouring  down  a  hill  some  three  miles  in 
front  of  us.  At  the  sound  of  the  drum  every 
man  was  in  his  place,  and  there  we  stood  for  a 
good  hour,  watching  the  rebels  filing  over  the  hill 
in  front.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  ranks, 
but  many  a  one  thought  of  the  dear  ones  at  home, 
perhaps  never  to  be  seen  again ;  but  everything 
must  have  an  end,  and  pretty  soon  an  officer  rode 


up  to  our  ranks,  and  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender.  Colonel  Reeves  told  him  he  would 
fight  him  first,  and  then  see  about  the  surrender. 
So  the  officer  rode  off  to  his  side  to  report.  At 
this  time  our  officers  came  round,  and  told  us  we 
were  about  to  go  into  an  engagement,  and  they 
wanted  every  man  to  do  his  best ;  but  that  was 
unnecessary,  for  we  were  all  determined  to  die 
before  a  .rebel  crowd  should  have  it  to  say  that 
the  Eighth  regulars  would  give  in  one  inch.  We 
were  all  of  one  mind,  and  that  was,  to  fight  to  the 
last.  In  a  short  time  the  officer  came  back  again, 
and  told  Colonel  Reeves  that  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  blood  to  fight ;  that  he  had  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  effective  men,  and  opposed  to  him 
were  twenty-three  hundred,  with  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, while  we  had  none.  The  Colonel  said  he 
would  fight  them  three  to  one,  or  if  they  drew  off 
the  artillery,  he  would  fight  them  all;  but,  of 
course,  they  knew  they  had  the  advantage,  and 
were  determined  to  keep  it ;  so  the  Colonel,  after 
sending  down  one  of  our  officers  to  count  their 
number,  surrendered.  We  weje  then  ordered  to 
stack  arms ;  then  the  rebels  gave  a  cheer  —  a 
cheer  which  made  our  cheeks  burn  and  our  hearts 
ache,  one  that  we  still  remember,  and  will  take  a 
fearful  vengeance  for  some  of  these  days.  It  was 
unmannerly  in  them.  There  we  stood,  our  little 
band  small  in  numbers,  but  firm  and  determined ; 
they,  great  in  force,  but  cowards  at  heart ;  and  I 
believed  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  had  we  fought 
them,  we  would  have  been  victorious.  But  let  it 
pass  ;  let  the  future  tell  the  tale.  We  marched  that 
day  to  within  nine  miles  of  San  Antonio,  and 
camped  in  full  sight  of  the  rebels  at  Leon  Springs, 
and  some  of  them  came  into  our  camp,  but  they 
met  with  a  very  cool  reception.  The  next  day  we 
marched  into  San  Antonio  and  gave  up  our  arms. 
We  were  treated  with  a  good  deal  of  respect  by 
the  citizens,  but  we  were  in  no  mood  to  look 
kindly  on  them,  as  they  had  been  instrumental  in 
bringing  on  our  misfortunes  ;  all  offers  of  kindness 
we  treated  with  scorn,  and  wanted  only  to  be  re- 
leased on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war.  We  remained 
in  San  Antonio  a  month,  and  took  a  parole,  by  the 
advice  of  our  officers,  not  to  leave  the  county  we 
were  in.  Afterwards  we  were  sent  out  in  a  camp 
eight  miles  from  San  Antonio,  where  we  remained 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  thinking 
all  the  time  that  we  would  be  released ;  but  no, 
they  wanted  to  have  us  all  join  the  rebel  cause, 
and  promised  to  pay  us  all  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment owed  us ;  but  we  spurned  all  their  offers. 
Some  few  men  did  join,  but  they  were  a  riddance 
to  us,  and  no  acquisition  to  them,  being  the  most 
dissatisfied  men  in  our  command.  We  were  now 
ordered  to  be  guarded,  and  were  marched  seventy- 
five  miles,  to  Camp  Verde.  There  our  tents  were 
taken  away,  and  we  had  to  make  out  as  best  we 
could.  The  cold  weather  was  setting  in,  and  we 
had  not  too  plenty  of  clothing  or  blankets ;  but 
necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention  ;  so  all  hands 
went  to  work  to  build  houses  for  the  winter,  some 
in  twos  and  some  in  fours,  just  as  they  fancied,  in 
partnership,  as  the  labor  was  too  much  to  do 
alone,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  time  (without 
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tools  of  any  kind)  there  was  quite  a  town  built 
up,  of  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses,  or 
shanties,  which  we  called  Lincolnville.  Some  of 
the  houses  were  built  of  stone,  some  of  logs,  some 
of  mud  like  those  in  New  Mexico,  and  some  of 
the  wealthiest  firms  had  quite  respectable  frame 
houses.  I  was  in  as  a  partner  with  three  others, 
and  I  flatter  myself  our  mansion  was  quite  a  gem, 
ten  by  fourteen  feet,  and  seven  feet  high.  We 
carried  the  boards  that  built  it  about  three  miles, 
and  put  it  all  up  in  six  days ;  but  the  improve- 
ments we  made  occupied  us  much  longer.  We 
had  a  good  chimney  in  it,  also  bedsteads,  chairs, 
table,  &c.  You  know  I  used  to  be  pretty  handy 
at  such  things,  and  all  lent  a  hand  to  the  work. 
After  all  was  finished  we  put  up  a  flag  pole  and 
made  a  flag,  not  the  stars  and  stripes,  (for  that  we 
dared  not  do,)  but  the  red  cross  of  St.  George.  The 
Texans  thought  we  were  great  fellows  to  work ; 
but  we  did  the  most  of  it  to  pass  the  time.  Pret- 
ty soon  we  began  to  get  out  of  and  feel  the  want  of 
some  tobacco ;  so  I  proposed  that  we  four  should 
build  a  little  ship,^nd  by  selling  it  get  some  lit- 
tle things  we  wanted  ;  but  my  partners'  talents  not 
being  in  that  line  of  business,  I  had  to  work  alone 
for  the  benefit  of  the  others,  so  I  built  a  little  war 
frigate  with  no  other  tools  than  a  jackknife  and 
an  awl,  rigged  it,  but  could  get  no  paint ;  so  I  had 
to  use  ink  and  some  other  articles :  however,  it  was 
finished  and  put  on  exhibition  ;  and  it  was  a  rarer 
sight  to  the  natives  than  fifty  live  elephants  or 
tigers.  They  have  no  idea  what  such  a  thing  as 
a  ship  is.  Hundreds  came  to  see  it,  and  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  could  keep  them 
from  smashing  it,  handling  it ;  so  I  had  to  sell  it 
out  or  run  the  chance  of  getting  it  broke.  All  I 
got  was  ten  dollars.  I  made  another,  but  only  got 
five  dollars  ;  so  that  branch  of  business  had  to  be 
abandoned  as  unprofitable. 

About  this  time  an  order  came  t©  have  us 
move,  just  as  we  had  got  comfortably  lodged 
for  the  winter;  and  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1861,  Companies  B,  E,  F,  H,  I,  and  K,  left  for 
Fort  Mason,  eighty-five  miles  from  Verde.  We 
left  sixty  men  at  Verde.  We  all  got  safely  to 
Mason,  and  there  the  command  was  split  up  into 
five  parties,  one  to  Fort  McKuvett,  one  to  Camp 
Colorado,  one  to  Camp  Cooper,  one  to  Fort  Bel- 
knap,  and  Companies  B  and  K,  in  all  fifty-eight 
men,  to  Fort  Chadbourne,  clear  up  in  the  Ca- 
manche  nation  of  Indians. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  we  were  three  months 
and  fifteen  days  in  Camp  Verde. 

All  these  forts  that  I  have  mentioned  are  on  the 
Indian  frontier,  and  were  formerly  garrisoned  by 
our  soldiers,  but  none  of  us  had  ever  been  to  any 
of  them ;  but  at  the  time  I  am  writing  about  they 
were  garrisoned  by  the  rebels,  and  we  were  dis- 
tributed amongst  them,  as  I  tell  you,  for  safe 
keeping.  I  had  the  good  luck  to  go  with  my  com- 
pany, K,  to  Chadbourne,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  Fort  Mason.  We  got  there  without 
any  mishap,  and  remained  there  three  months  and 
fourteen  days.  We  had  all  the  liberty  we  wanted, 
but  we  could  not  get  away,  as  there  was  not  a 
house  for  over  two  hundred  miles,  and  in  an  In- 


dian country ;  so  we  had  to  make  the  best  of  it. 
Here  we  were  well  treated,  and  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  could  not  get  a  smoke  for  any  money;  we 
were  all  nearly  crazy  for  tobacco ;  we  smoked 
everything  —  leaves,  coffee,  tea,  weeds,  and  paper, 
and,  finally,  to  wind  up  our  troubles,  got  out  of 
flour,  and  went  without  bread  for  twenty-four 
days.  Beef  also  run  short,  and  the  rebel  Captain 
in  "charge  of  the  fort  told  us  he  would  go  out 
with  a  party  of  men  and  kill  some  buffalo ;  so  some 
of  our  men  went  along,  myself  amongst  the  num- 
ber. We  had  only  to  go  some  thirty  miles. 
When  we  came  on  the  range  of  the  animals  he 
furnished  us  with  good  horses,  guns,  and  six 
shooting  pistols.  We  had  a  fine  time,  and  the 
first  day  killed  nineteen,  and  the  next  eleven. 
We  only  took  the  tongue  and  humps,  put  them  in 
the  wagons,  and  went  home  again  ;  but  that  would 
not  last  long ;  so  the  Captain  told  us  he  would 
leave  the  fort  if  the  flour  did  not  come  on  such  a 
day,  and  as  we  had  been  living  on  nothing  but 
beans  for  some  weeks,  we  were  not  in  very  good 
trim  for  marching  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles, 
the  nearest  way  we  could  get  to  Mason  ;  but  the 
boys  went  through  all  right.  I  took  sick  the 
night  before  the  most  of  the  men  started,  and 
came  pretty  near  dying,  but  God  willed  it  other- 
wise. I  had  to  stop  behind  with  four  other  men 
of  my  company  for  ten  days,  as  there  were  not 
wagons  enough  to  take  the  property ;  but  we  got 
to  Mason  a  few  days  after  the  others.  On  this 
march  down  we  made  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  in  five  days ;  one  day  we  marched  thirty- 
eight  miles,  and  had  nothing  to  eat  but  beans  and 
coffee.  At  Fort  Mason  we  were  found  in  a  few 
days  by  our  other  companies  that  had  been  at  the 
other  forts.  During  the  winter  we  were  all  put 
in  a  camp  without  any  tents,  but  the  weather  by 
this  time  was  beginning  to  be  fine,  (April.)  We 
all  commenced  comparing  notes  ;  but  I  think  we 
had  a  little  the  hardest  times. 

I  must  not  enter  into  detail,  but  it  is  hard  to 
finish  now  without  a  full  account.  We  had  a 
good  camp  at  Mason,  fine  water  and  plenty  of 
wood  ;  so  we  commenced  building  brush  houses  to 
keep  off  the  heat  of  the  sun.  That  was  quite  a 
job,  for  the  weather  is  extremely.hot  there  in  the 
summer  months ;  but  the  sheds  were  built,  and  we 
were  quite  comfortable  under  the  circumstances  ; 
but  when  it  rained  we  used  to  catch  it  all ;  our 
things  got  wet,  but  we  did  not  mind  that  much. 
We  now  began  to  be  much  in  need  of  clothing, 
shoes,  and  in  fact  everything;  but  we  went  to 
work,  got  flour  sacks,  made  shirts  and  trousers, 
and  got  some  canvas  and  made  slippers,  with 
raw-hide  soles ;  but  we  were  always  clean  and  nea! 
even  in  our  old  clothes,  and  kept  up  our  hearts, 
knowing  that  it  could  not  last  forever.  I  can  now 
say  I  am  a  pretty  good  carpenter,  builder,  tailor, 
and  shoemaker  ;  you  would  be  surprised. 

It  was  at  Mason  we  heard  of  the  fall  of  New 
Orleans.  I  was  out  on  a  fishing  tour  fourteen 
miles  from  camp,  and  heard  the  good  news ;  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  did  not  stop  long  to  fish  after 
that,  but  hurried  home  to  acquaint  the  others 
with  the  good  news.  Shortly  after  that  event, 
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through  some  reports  sent  to  General  Bee  at  San 
Antonio,  he  ordered  us  to  be  closely  guarded,  and 
not  to  allow  us  to  see  any  citizens.  So  a  guard 
was  put  all  around  our  camp,  and  we  were  regu- 
larly penned  up ;  but  soon  after  that  we  got  an 
order  to  move  to  San  Antonio — we  were  told,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  paroled.  We  did  not  ex- 
actly believe  it,  but  we  were  getting  tired  of  Ma- 
son, and  wanted  to  get  to  San  Antonio,  where  we 
could  better  hear  and  see  what  was  doing.  So, 
after  a  stay  in  Mason  of  three  months  and  sixteen 
days,  we  started  on  the  road  once  more.  I  forgot 
to  mention  that  while  we  were  in  Mason,  Major 
Hill,  a  rebel  officer,  offered  any  of  the  men  passes 
if  they  would  go  to  work  for  some  of  the  farmers 
round  there ;  but  he  made  nothing  by  it,  for  al- 
though we  were  offered  five  dollars  a  day,  and 
had  no  clothes,  and  wanted  the  money,  not  one 
man  would  do  a  thing  for  them  ;  at  the  same  time 
the  crops  were  ripe,  but  the  farmers  had  no  one 
to  help  them ;  and  while  at  Mason  our  coffee  was 
stopped,  and  we  got  rye  and  wheat  instead.  It 
is  a  great  dish,  I  assure  you  ;  but  we  soon  got  used 
to  that,  and  it  went  just  as  good  as  the  pure  old 
Java. 

Nothing  of  any  particular  note  occurred  on  the 
march  to  San  Antonio.  The  weather  was  very 
hot,  roasting,  but  by  that  time  we  were  all  pretty 
well  acclimated,  and  could  go  as  far  in  a  day  and 
farther  than  the  Secesh  horses.  They  were  dying 
on  the  road  every  day,  while  we  were  improving. 
In  due  time  we  arrived  in  San  Antonio  for  the 
second  time,  and  of  course  were  on  tiptoe  to  know 
what  was  going  to  be  done  with  us.  Finally  we 
were  ordered  to  a  camp  on  the  head  of  the  San 
Antonio  River,  five  miles  from  the  latter  place  — 
a  good  camp,  with  plenty  of  wood,  and  a  good  river 
to  bathe  in.  That  was  what  we  wanted,  for  a  sol- 
dier is  out  of  his  element  if  he  has  not  plenty  of 
water.  After  we  had  been  in  camp  a  few  days, 
Captain  Price,  a  Confederate  officer,  came  and  told 
us  that  we  were  going  to  be  paroled  but  that  if 
any  of  us  wanted  to  join  their  army  we  could  get 
a  commission  and  all  our  pay  ;  but  the  bait  would 
not  take,  and  we  all  remained  true  blue  to  the  old 
flag.  We. were  then  visited  by  General  Bee  and 
the  Inspecting  General.  He  complimented  us 
highly  for  our  clean  and  healthy  appearance,  and 
asked  us  to  join  the  South  ;  but  still  the  same  an- 
swer. We  then  asked  him  about  the  parole  and 
why  we  were  guarded  so  closely.  He  told  us  it 
•was  our  own  faults  that  we  were  not  free  long  be- 
fore ;  that  we  could  be  soon  then  by  joining ;  but 
he  knew  it  would  not  work ;  so  he  threatened  to 
punish  us  still  more.  We  told  him  to  do  his 
worst ;  that  our  day  would  come  some  time.  He 
then  told  us  we  had  been  on  intimate  terms  with 
some  of  the  disloyal  citizens  of  the  country,  and 
would  have  to  be  kept  under  a  close  guard  as  long 
as  we  were  prisoners  in  Texas. 

Shortly  after  this  we  were  joined  in  our  camp 
by  the  sixty  men  that  were  left  in  Camp  Verde. 
They  were  all  in  good  health,  but  like  the  balance 
of  us,  were  all  disappointed  in  not  getting  paroled  ; 
but  we  soon  went  about  building  more  summer 


houses,  and  after  that  was  done,  started  and  built 
a  theatre  out  of  green  bushes,  boards,  and  moss, 
which  we  found  in  abundance  on  all  the  large 
trees  ;  we  had  quite  a  fine  place,  and  as  we.  all 
gave  a  hand  to  the  work,  it  was  soon  completed. 
We  had  a  good  stage  of  boards,  foot-lights,  and 
a  drop-curtain  made  out  of  a  wagon  cover.  The 
building  would  seat  about  five  hundred  persons 
comfortably,  the  seats  made  out  of  boards  and 
large  trunks  of  trees ;  but  the  greatest  trouble  was 
to  raise  funds  to  start  with.  That,  however,  was 
accomplished  by  the  rebel  officers  making  a  dona- 
tion in  the  shape  of  some  fifty  dollars  in  Confed- 
erate money  ;  with  that  we  bought  dresses,  wigs, 
and  candles  to  light  up  with.  We  had  a  big  time 
the  opening  night,  and  the  receipts  of  the  house 
amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  dollars  ;  of  course 
none  of  our  party  paid  any,  but  all  the  rangers 
had  to  come  down  or  else  stop  out.  We  had  very 
good  music,  having  some  tip-top  musicians 
amongst  us ;  we  had  to  borrow  the  instruments 
in  San  Antonio.  The  orchestra  consisted  of 
three  fiddles,  one  flute,  one  clarinet,  and  a  guitar. 
We  gave  entertainments  twice  a  week  as  long  as' 
there  was  any  money  around.  At  last  so  many 
of  our  men  used  to  be  away  from  camp  that  there 
was  an  order  given  to  put  on  a  close  guard,  and 
allow  no  one  outside  the  lines  on  any  business, 
and.  any  of  us  found  outside  the  guard  were  or- 
dered to  be  shot ;  but  that  did  not  keep  us  in,  for 
then  we  were  determined  to  go  out  anyhow,  to 
show  them  that  they  could  not  keep  us  in.  We 
tried  all  kinds  of  plans  to  get  out,  and  then  came 
back  and  told  them  we  had  been  in  town.  The 
officers  came  down  heavy  on  the  guard  for  letting 
us  out,  but  they  could  not  find  out  how  we  run 
the  blockade ;  but  we  did.  About  this  time  some 
of  the  men  determined  to  make  their  escape,  and 
go  over  into  Mexico,  nearly  three  hundred  miles. 
We  tried  to  dissuade  them  from  it,  but  they  were 
getting  tired  of  the  whole  arrangement,  and  would 
go;  so  some  fifteen  started  one  night  in  three 
different  parties  for  the  Rio  Grande.  They  were 
not  missed  for  three  days.  The  rebels  vowed 
vengenance  against  us  and  them,  and  thirty 
mounted  men  started  after  them ;  nine  escaped, 
and  the  other  five  got  out  of  provisions  and  had 
to  apply  for  some  at  a  house,  where  they  were 
captured  and  brought  back,  after  being  nearly 
safe.  They  then  put  balls  and  chains  on  their 
legs,  and  confined  them  in  the  guard-house ;  but 
one  night  two  of  the  five  cut  the  chains  and 
started  off  again.  They  were  missed  in  about  an 
hour,  but  they  were  not  caught  for  two*  days. 
They  travelled  forty-five  miles  the  night  they  left. 
Major  Taylor,  the  officer  in  command,  told  them 
that  he  had  orders  to  shoot  them,  but  that  if  they 
promised  him  that  they  would  not  run  away  again, 
he  would  let  them  off;  so  they  had  to  promise. 
The  guard  was  now  doubled,  and  it  was  mighty 
hard  to  get  out ;  but  we  did  do  it,  after  all,  and 
four  more  started,  and  got  clear  through  to  Mex- 
ico, and  from  there  to  New  Orleans.  We  were  a 
little  too  sharp  for  their  sentinels.  About  this 
time  the  weather  was  beginning  to  look  wintry, 
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and  we  concluded  we  had  better  go  to  work  and 
build  winter  quarters ;  so  in  a  short  time  some 
one  hundred  ranches  were  up,  but  they  were  far 
inferior  to  the  Camp  Verde  ones.  When  most  of 
them  were  finished,  we  were  again  ordered  to  change 
camp,  and  go  to  a  permanent  one  for  the  winter, 
on  the  Seawillows,  thirty  miles  from  where  we  were. 
Major  Taylor  waited  for  a  rainy  day,  and  then  or- 
dered us  to  march  and  keep  in  ranks,  or  he  would 
order  the  guard  to  shoot  us  down.  Now,  we 
could  not  march  in  ranks  on  account  of  the  mud, 
and  he  actually  gave  the  order  to  shoot  us  ;  but 
the  guard,  more  sensible  than  himself,  refused  to 
do  it,  when  he  told  them  he  would  have  them  shot 
for  disobeying  his  orders ;  but  they  only  laughed 
at  him,  and  we  marched  as  we  pleased.  He  could 
make  nothing  of  us,  and  gave  it  up  for  &  bad  job. 
However,  we  got  to  our  destination  next  day,  and 
the  Major  told  us  how  we  should  build  in  streets  ; 
but  you  may  bet  now  we  done  exactly  contrary  to 
how. he  had  ordered.  He  told  us  he  would  make 
us  tear  them  down  again,  but  we  only  laughed  at 
him,  and  said  we  would  suit  ourselves.  We 
worked  at  cutting  down  trees  and  splitting  them 
up  into  pickets,  and  carrying  rocks,  for  three  days, 
and  there  were  a  good  many  got  their  places 
finished,  when  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day 
an  order  arrived  to  bring  us  back  to  San  Antonio 
to  get  paroled  sure,  and  leave  the  state.  We  all 

fave  three  cheers  for  the  Union,  and  every  one 
nocked  off  work  and  got  ready  for  a  move.  We 
heard  the  order  read  by  old  Taylor ;  he  had 
changed  completely  from  savage  to  mild,  but  we 
knew  the  old  rascal  too  well  to  trust  him.  We 
started  back  the  next  day  and  got  to  Camp  Worth, 
near  San  Antonio,  where  the  order  read  we  were 
to  be  paroled  and  furnished  with  an  escort  to 
the  Federal  lines. 

We  were  all  paroled  on  the  twenty-sixth  of 
December,  1862,  to  be  exchanged  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  guard  was  then  taken  off,  and  on  the 
first  day  of  January  we  started  on  our  march  for 
home,  with  an  escort  of  eighty  cavalry,  composed 
mostly  of  Germans.  They  were  not  very  strong 
for  secession,  but  they  had,  like  a  good  many 
others,  to  become  soldiers  or  hang  on  the  branch 
of  some  tree.  I  cannot  give  you  much  details  of 
the  march  through  Texas  into  Louisiana,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles  ;  but  it  was 
pretty  hard  on  all  of  us,  as  the  roads  were  in  a 
bad  condition  from  the  heavy  rains.  In  some 
places  we  had  to  lie  over  four  days,  as  we  could 
not  get  the  wagons  through  the  mud  and  sand. 
We  had  plenty  of  liberty  to  go  wherever  we 
pleased,  and  we  availed  ourselves  of  the  privilege 
to  go  on  foraging  parties  after  fat  pigs,  chickens, 
&c.  I  am  certain  that  we  must  have  killed  on 
the  trip  one  thousand  hogs  ;  in  some  camps  every 
two  men  had  one  whole  one  to  themselves,  ft 
was  a  good  thing  they  were  plenty,  for  we  could 
get  no  beef,  and  we  were  living  on  corn  bread 
alone,  without  a  grain  of  coffee.  The  Captain  that 
came  along  with  the  escort  remonstrated  with  us 
about  the  pork  business ;  but  we  lent  a  deaf  ear  to 
all  his  pleadings  in  favor  of  good  order  and  peace, 


for  pork  we  had  to  have,  no  matter  what  the  cost 
was.  I  tell  you  it  used  to  be  fun  to  see  the  boys 
in  full  pursuit  of  a  big  hog,  some  with  clubs, 
others  with  knives  and  rocks  ;  very  few  could  es- 
cape the  doom  if  we  ever  got  after  him.  The 
owners  used  to  come  to  the  camps  to  complain, 
and  we  would  tell  them,  You  voted  for  war ;  now 
you  must  pay  for  it ;  so  clear  out.  Rather  a  cool 
way  of  doing  business,  I  confess,  but  a  sure  way, 
for  we  were  on  the  strong  side. 

Well,  after  forty-seven  days  on  the  march  we 
got  into  Shreveport,  at  the  head  of  the  Red  River, 
and  took  a  steamboat.  Our  tramping  was  all  over 
now,  but  we  were  worse  off  on  board  the  boat 
than  when  on  the  march.  We  were  all  huddled  in 
a  place  not  big  enough  to  hold  a  fourth  of  us ; 
of  course  none  could  sleep,  and  there  was  no 
place  to  cook  during  the  day ;  but  the  boat  lay  up 
at  night,  and  we  went  on  shore  and  cooked  enough 
to  do  until  night  again.  In  three  days  we  reached 
Alexandria,  where  we  changed  boats.  While  in 
Alexandria  the  Queen  of  the  West  was  towed  in 
as  a  prize,  along  with  twenty-three  prisoners 
taken  on  board  of  hen  We  took  them  along 
with  us,  and  you  may  be  sure  there  were  a  good 
many  questions  asked ;  but  they  could  not  tell  us 
much,  as  they  were  not  very  well  posted  about 
the  war,  or  anything  else  we  cared  about  knowing. 
We  went  seventy  miles  down  Red  River,  to 
within  a  mile  of  Fort  Taylor,  where  the  steamer 
General  Quitman  was  lying,  and  there  found 
three  companies  of  the  Forty-second  Massachu- 
setts regiment  and  the  crew  of  the  Harriet  Lane, 
who  were  all  taken  prisoners  at  Galveston  on  the 
first  of  January,  the  same  day  we  started  from 
San  Antonio.  We  had  heard  about  the  fight,  but 
did  not  believe  it.  We  were  now  reenforced  by 
three  hundred  and  twenty,  which  made  the  party 
over  six  hundred  strong,  not  counting  the  Scotch 
Grays  that  the  latter  party  had  along.  We  were 
delayed  at  Fort  Taylor  three  days,  waiting  for 
wood ;  but  we  finally  got  under  way  again,  and  got 
into  Port  Hudson,  a  strongly  fortified  town  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 
Here  we  stopped  all  night,  and  the  next  morning 
went  down  the  river,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
Baton  Rouge,  where  we  were  received  by  the 
Federal  officers. 

I  can  hardly  describe  my  feelings  on  landing 
once  more  on  the  soil  where  the  stars  and  stripes 
were  so  proudly  waving  frofn  the  tall  masts  of  the 
men-of-war  lying  in  the  river.  Well,  we  were  land- 
ed inside  our  lines  after  being  prisoners  of  war 
twenty-two  months.  We  marched  up  to  the  city 
and  got  quarters  and  supper,  and  the  whole  party 
started  at  eight  o'clock  on  a  boat  for  New  Or- 
leans, where  we  arrived  in  safety  the  next  morn- 
ing. From  there  we  were  taken  to  Carrollton, 
eight  miles  above  New  Orleans,  to  a  camp.  We 
were  treated  in  the  best  possible  manner  by  all 
the  officers  and  men.  General  Emory  made  a 
speech,  in  which  he  complimented  us  for  our 
loyalty  to  the  .cause  of  the  Union,  and  told  us  we 
could  and  would  have  everything  that  would  con- 
tribute to  our  comfort. 
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Doc.  6. 

THE  BATTLE  AT  GETTYSBURG. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  HENRY  C.  COATES. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  REGIMENT  MIN.  VOL.,  > 

BATTLE-FIELD  NEAR  GETTYSBURG,  PA.,  > 

July  5,  18G3.     > 

YOUR  EXCELLENCY:  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  transmit  to  you  a  brief  statement  of  the 
movements  of  this  regiment  since  leaving  Fal- 
mouth,  Va. 

On  Sunday  evening,  June  fourteenth,  we  struck 
tents,  and  moved  about  five  miles  towards  Staf- 
ford Court  House,  when  we  were  ordered  back  on 
picket,  at  Sedgewick's  Crossing,  below  Falmouth. 
At  three  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth, 
we  were  withdrawn,  and  moved  again  towards 
Stafford  Court  House,  our  corps  forming  the  rear 
guard  of  the  army.  We  reached  Acquia  Creek, 
near  Dumfries,  that  night — twenty-eight  miles  ; 
and  on  the  next  day  marched  to  Occoquan  — r 
sixteen  miles  farther.  On  the  seventeenth  we 
marched  to  Fairfax  Station,  and  on  the  nineteenth 
to  Centreville. 

Up  to  this,  the  weather  had  been  very  hot,  and 
the  men  suffered  severely  from  the  hard  marching. 
On  the  twentieth  we  were  detailed  to  guard  the 
train,  and  marched  in  a  severe  rain  to  Gainesville, 
reaching  that  place  after  midnight.  -On  the  next 
day  we  went  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  where  we  were 
kept  upon  picket  duty  until  the  twenty-fifth,  when 
we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  Potomac. 
The  regiment  was  shelled  by  the  enemy  at  Hay- 
market  ;  one  man  was  wounded,  and  Colonel  Col- 
ville's  horse  killed  under  him.  We  reached  Gum 
Spring  on  that  night,  twenty-two  miles,  and  at 
noon  of  the  next  day  arrived  at  Edwards'  Ferry 
on  the  Potomac,  which  we  crossed  in  the  night, 
and  bivouacked  near  our  old  camp. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  we  marched  to  Sugar- 
Loaf  Mountain,  and  on  the  next  day  reached  the 
Monocacy,  near  Frederick  City,  Md. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  we  made  a  march  of  thirty- 
one  miles  to  Uniontown,  near  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  where  we  found  the  pickets  of  the  enemy, 
and  laid  over  one  day  for  stated  muster. 

On  the  first  of  July  we  marched  within  two  miles 
of  this  place,  where  we  found  portions  of  the 
army  who  had  been  in  the  battle  of  that  day. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  second 
instant,  we  were  ordered  into  position  in  the  front, 
and  about  the  centre  of  our  line — just  to  the 
left  of  the  town.  The  battle  commenced  at  day- 
light, and  raged  with  fury  the  entire  day.  We 
were  under  a  severe  artillery  fire,  but  not  actively 
engaged  until  about  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  we 
were  moved  to  support  Battery  one,  Fourth 
United  States  artillery.  Company  F  had  been 
detached  from  the  regiment  as  skirmishers,  and 
Company  L  as  sharpshooters.  Our  infantry,  who 
had  advanced  upon  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and 
pushed  him  for  a  while,  were  in  turn  driven  back 
in  some  confusion,  the  enemy  following  them  in 
heavy  force. 

To  check  them,  we  were  ordered  to  advance, 
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which  we  did,  moving  at  double-quick  down  the 
slope  of  the  hill,  right  upon  the  rebel  line.  The 
fire  we  encountered  here  was  terrible,  and,  al- 
though we  inflicted  severe  punishment  upon  the 
enemy,  and  checked  his  advance,  it  was  with  the 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  more  than  two  thirds 
of  our  men  who  were  engaged.  Here  Captain  Mul- 
ler,  of  Company  E,  and  Lieutennat  Farrer,  of 
Company  I,  were  killed,  and  Captain  Periam,  of 
Company  K,  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  Colville, 
Lieuteuant-Colonel  Adams,  Major  Downie,  Adju- 
tant Peller,  and  Lieutenants  Sinclair,  Company 
B,  Demorest,  Company  E,  DeGray,  Company  G, 
and  Boyd,  Company  I,  were  severely  wounded. 
Colonel  Colville  is  shot  through  the  shoulder  and 
foot ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams  is  shot  through 
the  chest  and  twice  through  the  leg,  and  his  re- 
covery is  doubtful.  Fully  two  thirds  of  the  en- 
listed men  engaged  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed. Companies  F,  C,  and  L,  not  being  engaged 
here,  did  not  suffer  severely  on  this  day's  fight. 
The  command  of  the  regiment  now  devolved  upon 
Captain  Nathan  S.  Messick. 

At  daybreak  the  next  morning  the  enemy  re- 
newed the  battle  with  vigor,  on  the  right  and  left 
of  our  line,  with  infantry,  and  about  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  opened  upon  the  centre,  where  we  were 
posted,  a  most  terrible  fire  of  artillery,  which  con- 
tinued without  intermission  until  three  o'clock 
P.  M.,  when  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
were  thrown  suddenly  forward  against  our  posi- 
tion. They  marched  resolutely  in  the  face  of  a 
withering  fire  up  to  our  line,  and  succeeded  in 
planting  their  colors  on  one  of  our  batteries. 
They  held  it  but  a  moment,  as  our  regiment,  with 
others  of  the  division,  rushed  upon  them,  the 
colors  of  our  regiment  in  advance,  and  retook  the 
battery,  capturing  nearly  the  entire  rebef  force 
who  remained  alive.  Our  regiment  took  about 
five  hundred  prisoners.  Several  stands  of  rebel 
colors  were  here  taken.  Private  Marshall  Sher- 
man, of  Company  C,  captured  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia  regiment. 

Our  entire  regiment,  except  Company  L,  was 
in  the  fight,  and  our  loss  again  was  very  severe. 
Captain  Messick,  while  gallantly  leading  the  regi- 
ment, was  killed  early.  Captain  W.  B.  Farrell, 
Company  C,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  last 
night.  Lieutenant  Mason,  Company  D,  received 
three  wounds,  and  lieutenants  Harmon,  Com- 
pany C,  Heffelfinger,  Company  D,  and  May, 
Company  B,  were  also  wounded.  The  enemy 
suffered  terribly  here,  and  is  now  retreating. 

Our  loss  of  so  many  brave  men  is  heart-rend- 
ing, and  will  carry  mourning  into  all -parts  of  the 
state.  But  they  have  fallen  in  a  holy  cause,  and 
their  memory  will  not  soon  perish.  Our  loss  is 
four  commissioned  officers  and  forty-seven  men 
killed,  thirteen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  men  wounded,  and  six  men  missing.  Total, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  out  of  less  than  three 
hundred  and  thirty  men  and  officers  engaged. 

Several  acts  of  heroic  daring  occurred  in  this 
battle.  I  cannot  now  attempt  to  enumerate 
them.  The  bearing  of  Colonel  Colville  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams,  in  the  fight  of  Tues- 
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day,  was  conspicuously  gallant.  Heroically  urging 
them  on  to  the  attack,  they  fell  very  nearly  at  the 
same  moment,  (their  wounds  comparatively  dis- 
abling them,)  so  far  in  the  advance  that  some  time 
elapsed  before  they  were  got  off  the  field.  Major 
Downie  received  two  bullets  through  the  arm 
before  he  turned  over  the  command  to  Cap- 
tain Messick.  Color-Sergeant  E.  P.  Perkins  and 
two  of  the  color-guard,  successively  bearing  the 
flag,  were  wounded  in  Thursday's  fight.  On 
Friday  Corporal  Dehr,  of  Company  A,  the  last  of 
the  color-guard,  when  close  upon  the  enemy,  was 
shot  through  the  hand,  and  the  flagstaff  cut  in 
two  't  Corporal  Henry  D.  O'Brien,  of  Company 
D,  instantly  seized  the  flag  by  the  remnant  of  the 
staff,  and,  waving  it  over  his  head,  rushed 
right  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  muskets  ; 
nearly  at  the  moment  of  victory,  he  too  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  but  the  flag  was  instantly 
grasped  by  Corporal  W.  N.  Irvine,  of  Company 
D,  who  still  carries  its  tattered  remnants.  Com- 
pany L,  Captain  Berger,  supported  Kirby's  bat- 
tery throughout  the  battle,  and  did  very  effective 
service.  Every  man  in  the  regiment  did  his 
whole  duty.  With  great  respect,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  COAXES, 

Captain,  commanding  First  Regiment 
Minnesota  Volunteers. 

His  Excellency,  ALEXANDER  RAMSAY, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

JOHN  W.    PLUMMER'S   ACCOUNT. 

ON  the  first  of  July,  1863,  we  started  from  Union- 
town,  Md.,  early  in  the  morning,  for  Pennsylvania, 
via  Tenaly town.  We  arrived  after  very  slow  march- 
ing at  Tenalytown  about  noon,  which  is  about 
seven  miles  from  W n,  and  thirteen  from  Get- 
tysburg, and  halted  in  a  woods,  cooked  our  din- 
ners, and  were  given  to  understand  that  we  were 
to  remain  during  the  rest  of  the  day  at  least.  So 
on  the  thought  of  that,  one  of  my  comrades  and  I 
went  off  and  found  a  creek,  and  washed  our  shirts 
and  socks,  having  had  no  opportunity  of  performing 
this  needful  operation  of  late ;  but  we  had  scarce- 
ly got  back  when  the  order  came  to  march,  and 
we  had  the  alternative  of  carrying  our  wet  shirts 
or  throwing  them  away,  and  trust  to  Providence 
to  get  some  more ;  but  we  decided  to  carry  them, 
heavy  though  they  were.  Hot  was  the  day,  and 
tired  were  we,  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  and 
rapid  march  before  we  halted  again.  We  spread 
them  out  on  our  knapsacks,  so  that  in  travelling 
along  they  were  drying  and  continually  lessening 
our  load.  When  about  three  miles  from  Tenaly- 
town, we  began  to  hear  the  first  rumors  and  re- 
ports we  had  heard  of  a  battle  then  progressing 
at  Gettysburg,  and  also  plainly  see  the  two  lines 
of  smoke  of  the  two  contending  parties'  fire. 
That  accounted  for  our  sudden  orders  to  march. 
Rumors  came  thicker  as  we  neared  the  field,  from 
citizens,  cavalrymen,  and  orderlies ;  but,  as  usual 
on  such  occasions,  so  contradictory  we  could  make 
nothing  definite  or  reliable  out  of  them,  though 
the  weight  of  them  seemed  to  satisfy  us  that  at  the 
close  of  the  battle  our  forces  were  worsted,  and 


had  to  fall  back  some  distance,  though  we  did  not 
get  near  enough  to  the  field  that  night  to  see  many 
wounded  men  or  skedaddlers,  if  there  were  many 
of  the  latter  class. 

We  halted  about  three  miles  from  Gettysburg 
about  nine  o'clock  that  night,  and  had  orders  to 
build  breastworks  of  the  fence  rails ;  but  as  we 
were  pretty  tired,  and  couldn't  really  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  work  that  far  from  the  field,  we  boys 
did  not  build  any,  but  lay  down  to  sleep,  which, 
as  it  afterwards  proved,  was  just  as  well,  as  no 
fighting  was  done  there.  The  country,  after  we 
crossed  the  Pennsylvania  line,  seemed  very  much 
like  some  of  the  poorer  parts  of  Virginia,  and  the 
people  like  the  Virginians,  for  they  seemed  per- 
fectly indifferent  to  our  army  passing  through, 
and  the  great  conflict  which  was  raging  and  still 
to  rage  so  near  their  homes,  and  on  the  result  of 
which  depended  the  fate  of  the  whole  country. 
One  group  in  particular,  we  saw,  were,  we  be- 
lieved, truly  loyal,  as  one  of  them,  a  very  intelli- 
gent looking  woman,  said  to  us  while  passing, 
with  much  feeling,  "  It  gives  us  so  much  pleasure 
to  see  our  good  Union  soldiers  coming ! "  Many 
a  fervent "  God  bless  you ! "  and  "  Good  for  you ! " 
were  uttered  by  the  tired  and  weary  soldiers,  and 
many,  too,  forgot  their  weariness  and  their  loads, 
feeling  that  for  such  they  could  fight  and  endure 
any  hardship  without  grumbling.  One  of  our 
boys,  poor  fellow !  he  is  now  dead,  (Russ  Allen,) 
said, "  Boys,  who  wouldn't  fight  for  such  as  these  ?  " 
Just  that  little  expression,  and  the  way  it  was  ex- 
pressed, seemed  to  put  new  life  into  all  of  us,  and 
we  resolved,  if  possible,  to  give  them  yet  more 
pleasure  by  driving  the  invaders  from  their  soil. 

The  next  morning  we  were  called  up  about  day- 
light, and  before  we  had  time  to  get  coffee,  had  to 
march  for  the  battle-field,  where  we  arrived  soon. 
Troops  were  moving  around  in  every  direction, 
getting  in  position  for  the  coming  battle.  Our 
corps  wa§  marched  to  the  centre ;  but  before  being 
placed  in  position  on  the  line  we  were  to  occupy, 
we  were  closed  in  column  to  hear  an  order  and  an 
appeal  to  the  troops  by  General  Gibbons,  our  di- 
vision commander.  It  was  good,  and  we  all  felt 
better  after  hearing  it.  It  told  of  the  great  issue 
at  stake  in  the  coming  contest  —  appealing  to  all 
to  do  their  duty  and  win  the  gratitude  and  esteem 
of  our  friends  and  of  the  nation,  and  ordered  that 
every  one  found  skulking  away  in  time  of  action 
should  suffer  death.  I  have  always  thought  it 
would  do  good  to  make  these  addresses  to  troops 
before  going  into  action,  to  rouse  their  enthusiasm 
and  make  them  fight  much  better.  Napoleon 
used  to,  and  the  Southerners  do ;  but  it  is  prac- 
tised but  little  in  our  army.  One  thing  our 
armies  lack  is  enthusiasm  ;  and  no  efforts  are 
made  to  create  it.  when,  in  many  cases,  it  would 
accomplish  more  than  real  bravery  or  bull-dog 
courage  ;  so  I  think,  at  least.  Well,  our  corps  and 
batteries  got  into  position  about  nine  o'clock,  and 
occasionally  a  shot  was  fired  from  our  guns,  and 
some  sharp  skirmishing  was  carried  on  in  front 
of  our  lines.  Our  brigade  was  not  in  front ;  so  we 
went  to  making  coffee  and  cooking,  and  filling  up 
the  inner  man,  preparatory  to  the  coming  strug- 
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gle.  About  two  o'clock  the  rebels  opened  on  us 
from  some  of  their  batteries,  and  the  way  the 
ambulances,  hospital  men,  stragglers,  and  darkies 
did  skedaddle  for  the  rear,  was  amusing  to  those 
old  fellows  who  had  got  used,  somewhat,  to  such 
things  as  shells.  Several  men  of  the  brigade  were 
wounded,  and  one  shell  killed  a  sergeant  of  Com- 
pany I,  named  Woodworth,  and  wounded  thre^e 
others.  After  lying  there  about  two  hours,  or 
till  four  o'clock,  we  weie  ordered  to  get  our  things 
on  and  be  ready  to  move,  as  the  Third  corps  on 
our  left  was  going  in,  and  we  might  be  needed  to 
help  them.  The  artillery  and  musketry  then  com- 
menced firing  on  the  left,  and  continued  with  but 
little  change  for  two  hours,  when  our  men  began 
to  give  way  slowly.  We  were  at  once  ordered 
up  to  the  left  to  support  our  batteries,  and  check 
the  rebels'  advance.  We  were  marched  up  there 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  ordered  to  lie  down 
in  front  of  the  batteries,  as  the  shot  and  shell  were 
coming  over  pretty  plentifully.  From  there  we 
could  look  all  over  the  field,  see  our  lines,  the 
rebel  lines,  and  their  batteries  very  plainly.  As 
I  saw  our  men  fall  back,  rally,  and  fall  back  again, 
skedaddlers  rushing  to  the  rear  in  squads,  I  never 
felt  so  bad  in  my  life.  I  thought  sure  the  day 
was  gone  for  us,  and  felt  that  I  would  prefer  to 
die  there,  rather  than  live  and  suffer  the  disgrace 
and  humiliation  a  defeat  of  our  army  there  would 
entail  on  us ;  and  if  ever  I  offered  a  sincere 
prayer  in  my  life,  it  was  then,  that  we  might  be 
saved  from  defeat.  We  all  felt  bad,  but  resolved, 
when  our  chance  came,  to  do  our  best  to  retrieve 
the  fortunes  of  the  day,  hardly  expecting  to  come 
out  of  the  conflict  unharmed.  Our  turn  soon 
came.  We  were  ordered  forward  against  the 
enemy,  who  were  then  within  musket  range  of 
us  ;  and  if  any  ever  were  willing  and  anxious  to 
go  forward  into  what  we  all  could  see  was  a  dead- 
ly place,  our  boys  were.  We  had  two  open  fields 
to  advance  over,  while  the  rebels  wer*coming  down 
over  another  open  field,  and'  the  Third  corps  fall- 
ing back  before.  We  went  forward  on  a  run,  and 
with  a  yell,  till  about  half  way  across  the  second 
field,  when  we  were  ordered,  for  some  unaccount- 
able reason  to  us,  to  halt,  and  the  bullets  were 
coming  like  hail-stones,  and  whittling  our  boys 
like  grain  before  the  sickle.  "  Why  don't  they 
let  us  charge  ?  "  cried  all  of  us.  "  Why  do  they 
stop  us  here  to  be  murdered  ? "  Every  one 
seemed  anxious  to  go  forward,  and  some  run  way 
out  ahead  and  beckoned  for  us  to  come  on.  We 
have  always  believed  that  a  determined  charge 
would  break  any  line,  and  that  more  would  be 
accomplished  and  less  life  lost,  than  by  lying 
down  and  firing  two  or  three  hours.  We  felt 
that  we  could  check  and  force  them  to  retreat,  and 
we  wanted  to  go  against  them  with  a  vengeance 
and  get  over  the  deadly  ground  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. We  were  halted  again  when  across  the  second 
field;  and  though  by  this  time  few  were  left, 
we  were  just  as  anxious  to  go  forward.  We  were 
almost  together,  and  the  rebels  had  nearly  flanked 
the  right  of  the  regiment.  But  what  surprised 
me  most  was  to  see  some  of  the  rebels,  not  fifty 
yards  from  us,  standing  out  openly  and  loading 


and  firing  as  deliberately  as  though  they  were  in 
no  danger  whatever.  Ah !  there  is  no  mistake 
but  what  some  of  those  rebels  are  just  as  brave  as 
it  is  possible  for  human  beings  to  be.  I  expected 
they  would  turn  and  run  when  they  saw  us  coming 
so  determinedly,  and  I  believe  they  would,  had 
we  gone  right  on.  We  had  fired  but  a  few 
shots  before  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back.  'Twas 
some  time  before  we  could  hear  the  order,  and 
when  we  did  the  right  of  the  regiment  was  half 
way  back.  We  dreaded  to  go  back  for  the  dan- 
ger of  it,  more  than  staying  there ;  and  we  felt, 
though  obeying  orders,  that  we  were  being  dis- 
graced to  fall  back  when  we  knew  we  could  hold 
our  own.  We  fell  back,  and  it  was  then  I  had 
the  first  feeling  of  fear  during  the  fight.  I  felt 
almost  sure  I  would  be  hit,  and  I  saw  many 
wounded  going  back. 

When  we  got  back  to  the  colors,  where  we  ral- 
lied, scarce  twenty-five  men  were  to  be  found. 
Most  who  went  in  were  killed,  wounded,  or  help- 
ing off  the  wounded.  The  enemy  advanced  no 
farther,  and  soon  some  of  our  boys  who  did  not 
fall  back  when  ordered,  came  in  bringing  in  pris- 
oners, and  they  said  when  we  fell  back  the  rebels 
were  making  for  the  rear  as  fast  as  possible.  It 
was  now  about  dark.  Another  line  came  up  of 
the  First  corps,  and  went  in  where  we  came  out, 
found  no  enemy,  advanced  their  pickets  over  the 
battle-field  to  enable  us  to  get  off  our  wounded, 
which  they  at  once  commenced  to  do.  We  were 
ordered  to  join  the  brigade  again,  on  the  right ; 
and  Lieutenant  Heffelfinger  took  a  couple  of  the 
boys  and  went  and  had  all  our  wounded  carried  to 
the  hospital  that  night.  As  we  were  going  to  the 
right  to  join  the  brigade,  musketry  was  heard  very 
plain,  seemingly  scarce  half  a  mile  off,  and  com- 
pletely in  our  rear ;  in  fact,  some  of  the  bullets 
whistled  over  our  heads.  Now  we  were  sure  that 
the  battle  was  gone  up  for  us,  for  the  fighting 
continued  fierce,  and  seemed  growing  nearer  all 
the  time.  We  made  up  our  minds  that  we  were 
whipped,  and  expected  before  morning  to  see  the 
whole  army  routed,  and  flying  for  Baltimore. 
The  prospect  was  gloomy  and  discouraging  in  the 
extreme  to  us,  but,  thank  God,  that  time  we  were 
deceived,  and  our  affairs  and  position  were  much 
better  than  the  most  sanguine  of  us  could  believe 
possible.  The  firing  soon  ceased  on  the  right  and 
what  seemed  our  rear;  the  troops  were  got  in 
their  places,  and  put  in  position  for  the  contest, 
whenever  it  should  open  again.  Our  brigade  was 
placed  almost  in  the  same  position  we  had  pre- 
vious to  the  charge  in  the  afternoon,  viz. :  the  left 
centre  of  the  army,  and  the  left  of  the  Second 
division.  We  then  lay  down  to  get  some  sleep, 
with  our  equipment  on  and  guns  by  our  sides ; 
and  I  here  say  I  never  slept  better  and  had  more 
pleasant  dreams  in  my  life  than  I  had  on  the  bat- 
tle-field of  Gettysburg,  with  dead  men  and  horses 
lying  all  around  me ;  but  the  excitement  and  ex- 
haustion had  been  so  great  that  a  man  could  sleep 
in  any  condition,  and  under  any  circumstances. 
We  got  up  about  daylight,  expected  and  awaited 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  at  any  moment,  but  till 
afternoon  all  was  quiet,  except  occasionally  a  shot 
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from  their  or  our  batteries.  Most  of  us  got  some 
coffee  during  the  forenoon,  by  going  one  or  two 
at  a  time  back  to  the  rear,  where  they  were  al- 
lowed fires  and  cooking,  which  of  course  greatly 
refreshed  us.  A  man's  appetite  generally,  during 
a  battle,  is  not  very  voracious.  About  half  past 
twelve  o'clock,  as  we  had  gathered  around  one  of 
our  Lieutenants  to  hear  the  yesterday's  Baltimore 
Clipper  read,  bang !  comes  one  of  their  shells  over 
us,  striking  about  twenty  yards  from  us.  That 
stopped  the  reading;  each  man  took  his  place, 
lay  down,  and  for  the  next  two  hours  hugged  the 
ground  just  about  as  close  as  human  beings  are 
generally  in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  first  gun 
was  the  signal  for  a  hundred  more  to  open,  at  less 
than  half  a  mile  distance,  while  till  then  their  ex- 
istence was  perfectly  unknown  to  us.  Such  an 
artillery  fire  has  never  been  witnessed  in  this  war. 
The  air  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  hissing, 
screaming,  bursting  missiles,  and  all  of  them 
really  seemed  to  be  directed  at  us.  They  knew 
our  exact  position,  for  before  we  lay  down  they 
could  with  the  naked  eye  plainly  see  us,  and  where 
our  lines  were,  and  tried  to  explode  their  shells 
directly  over  us ;  but  fortunately  most  of  them  just 
went  far  enough  to  clear  us,  while  many  struck  in 
front  of  us  and  bounded  over  us.  We  lay  behind 
a  slight  rise  of  ground,  just  enough,  by  lying 
close,  to  hide  us  from  the  view  of  the  rebels.  A 
good  many  shell  and  pieces  struck  mighty  close 
to  us,  and  among  us,  but  strange  to  say,  none  of 
us  were  injured,  while  the  troops  that  lay  behind 
us  had  many  killed  and  wounded.  Our  batteries 
replied,  but  for  the  first  time  in  our  experience, 
they  were  powerless  to  silence  the  rebels,  and  in 
fact,  many  of  our  guns  were  silenced.  So  many 
of  their  horses  and  men  were  killed  that  they 
could  not  work  their  guns,  and  drew  them  off  the 
field.  Caisson  after  caisson  blew  up,  and  still 
the  rebels'  fire  was  fierce  and  rapid  as  ever.  I 
kept  thinking,  surely  they  cannot  fire  much  longer; 
their  guns  will  get'so  hot  they  will  have  to  stop, 
and  they  cannot  afford,  so  far  from  their  base,  to 
waste  so  much  ammunition.  It  was  awful  hot 
where  we  lay,  with  the  sun  shining  down  on  us,  and 
we  so  close  to  the  ground  that  not  a  breath  of  air 
could  reach  us.  We  kept  wishing  and  hoping 
they  would  dry  up,  as  much  to  get  out  of  the  heat 
as  the  danger,  for  the  latter  we  thought  little  of, 
after  they  had  fired  a  while ;  but  Lee  had  an  ob- 
ject to  attain  by  throwing  away  so  much  ammu- 
nition. He  calculated  by  concentrating  his  fire 
on  our  centre  that  he  could  use  up  our  batteries, 
drive  away  and  demoralize  our  infantry  lines,  for 
owing  to  the  shape  of  our  lines,  a  shell  coming 
from  the  rebels,  if  it  failed  to  do  any  damage  to 
the  front  lines,  could  scarcely  fail  to  go  into  the 
reserves  that  lay  back  of  us ;  and  in  fact  many 
more  were  killed  in  the  rear  than  in  the  front, 
though  their  fire  was  directed  at  the  front  line  and 
batteries  nearly  altogether.  Had  he  succeeded  in 
doing  what  he  expected,  and  got  the  position  we  oc- 
cupied, we  were  defeated,  and  so  badly  that  I  much 
doubt  our  ability  to  stop  their  progress  towards 
Baltimore,  or  anywhere  they  chose  to  go.  But 
Mr.  Lee  got  fooled  for  once,  and  threw  away  a 


mighty  sight  of  good  ammunition,  and  derived 
little  benefit  from  it.  Well,  after  firing  about  two 
hours  and  a  half,  they  slackened  up,  and  soon  the 
order  came,  "  Be  ready,  for  they  are  running," 
(their  infantry.)  We  had  expected  it,  and  it  was 
not  many  seconds  before  every  man  had  on  his 
armor,  and  was  atfxiously  awaiting  the  coming  of 
the  foe.  They  had  to  advance  more  than  half  a 
mile  across  open  fields.  They  came  out  of  the 
woods  in  three  lines,  and  advanced  in  good  order 
till  they  got  more  than  half  way  to  us,  and  in  good 
range  of  our  muskets,  which  of  course  we  used,  as 
did  the  battery  pour  grape  and  canister,  when 
they  closed  in  to  their  left,  and  massed  together 
for  a  charge,  on  the  part  of  the  line  held  by  the 
Second  Philadelphia  brigade  of  our  division.  As 
they  closed  together,  we  (our  brigade)  marched  by 
flank  to  confound  them,  firing  at  them  continually, 
pouring  most  of  our  shot  into  their  flank,  where 
every  shot  must  tell.  The  Second  brigade  gave 
way  before  the  rebels  got  to  them,  and  com- 
menced to  fall  back.  Our  brigade  was  hurried 
up,  and  the  Third  were  brought  up  to  the  rescue, 
and  with  the  Second,  which  soon  rallied  again,  we 
charged  the  rebels  just  as  they  had  planted  one 
of  their  colors  on  one  of  our  guns.  A  Vermont 
brigade  was  sent  out  to  flank  them,  which  they 
did  handsomely.  The  rebels,  now  seeing  the  po- 
sition they  had  got  in,  threw  away  their  guns  and 
gave  themselves  up  by  hundreds,  and  thus  ended 
the  great  assault  of  Lee  on  the  third.  Not  enough 
went  back  of  Ricketts's  division  to  make  a  good 
line  of  skirmishers.  Another  line  came  out  on 
the  left  shortly  afterwards,  but  they  were  repulsed 
as  completely  as  the  first,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  little  artillery  firing,  was  the  last  of  the  right- 
ing at  Gettysburg. 

During  the  assault  the  rebels  poured  into  us 
lots  of  shell  and  grape  from  their  batteries,  but 
we  scarce  paid  any  attention  to  it,  having  all  we 
could  attend  -to  in  the  infantry.  Our  boys  felt 
bully  during  all  the  fight  of  the  third,  and  no  one 
thought  of  running  or  of  the  danger,  except  the 
Second  brigade ;  and  some  of  these  regiments, 
Baxter  Zouaves,  for  instance,  never  were  known 
to  stand  fire.  We  took  revenge  for  what  they 
had  done  to  our  poor  fellows  the  day  before,  and 
we  never  had  had  such  a  chance  before.  Most 
of  us  fired  over  twenty  rounds,  and  at  close  range 
enough  to  do  splendid  execution ;  and  if  we  didn't 
kill  some  Secesh  in  that  battle  we  never  did,  and 
I  fear  never  will  during  the  war. 

During  the  fight  of  the  third,  it  might  be  said, 
almost,  that  every  man  fought  on  his  own  hook,  for 
our  division  had  been  so  used  up  the  day  before, 
that  few  officers  were  left.  Generals  Hancock  and 
Gibbon  were  wounded  early.  Each  man  acted  as 
though  he  felt  what  was  at  stake  in  the  contest,  and 
did  all  in  their  power  to  drive  the  enemy,  without 
regard  to  officers,  or  whether  there  were  any  or  not. 
Regiments  all  mixed  up  together,  and  in  the  last 
charge  nearly  all  the  flags  of  the  division  were 
together  in  a  corner  where  the  rebels  got  a  hold. 
The  flags  of  the  rebel  division  were  about  the 
same,  and  when  the  assault  was  fully  repulsed, 
they  laid  them  on  the  ground  in  front  of  us,  for 
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anybody  to  get  who  chose,  and,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected,'the  brave  men  of  the  Second  brigade  were 
on  hand  to  pick  them  up  when  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, and  claim  all  the  honor.  They  are  welcome, 
though,  to  all  they  can  get,  for  among  those  who 
knew  them  and  saw  them  in  the  fight,  they  will 
have  to  show  something  besides"  flags  to  establish 
their  bravery  on  that  field.  The  sights  on  the 
field  were  horrible,  by  far  the  worst  of  any  field 
we  have  seen ;  but  I  have  not  the  time  or  disposi- 
tion to  describe  them.  Never  before  were  our 
batteries  so  used  up.  Some  of  them  had  not  men 
and  horses  enough  for  two  guns,  and  the  four  bat- 
teries of  our  corps  had  to  be  consolidated  into  two 
before  leaving  the  field. 

The  morning  of  the  fourth  we  drew  rations,  and 
plenty  of  them  ;  and  right  there,  where  we  had 
fought  the  day  before,  we  cooked  and  ate  a  hearty 
breakfast,  for  by  this  time  we  were  pretty  hungry, 
and  many  of  us  out  of  grub.  That  day  and  the 
forenoon  of  the  next,  our  men  were  busy  burying 
the  dead.  About  noon  of  the  fifth  we  left  the  field 
to  follow  the  rebels,  who  were  now  known  to  be 
making  for  the  Potomac  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  have  here  tried  to  give  you  a  slight  sketch  of 
the  part  we  took  in  the  great  battle.  It  is  very 
imperfect,  and  many  things  are  left  out  I  should 
like  to  have  put  in ;  but  I  think  I  have  taken  up 
space  enough  any  way ;  so  for  the  rest,  if  God 
spares  my  life,  and  my  memory  serves  me,  you 
must  wait  till  about  nine  months  from  now,  and  I 
will  try,  if  agreeable,  to  favor  you.  So,  for  the 
present,  good  by.  JOHN  W.  PLUMMER. 

MAJOR  A.  G.  BRADY'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  REG'T  CONX.  YOLS.,  ) 
GETTYSBURG,  PA.,  July  4, 1803.     \ 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  instructions 
from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Seven- 
teenth Regiment  Connecticut  volunteers,  in  the 
engagement  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  instant. 

The  regiment  reached  Gettysburg  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  first  instant,  and 
was  marched  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  bri- 
gade, through,  and  to  the  lower  end  of  the  town, 
and  then  halted  for  a  moment.  Four  companies 
were  immediately  ordered  out,  (by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Ames,)  under  command  of  Major  Brady,  to 
the  right  of  the  bridge  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town,  with  instruction  to  throw  out  two  companies 
as  skirmishers,  the  other  two  to  be  held  as  a  re- 
serve, and  to  take  and  hold  the  brick  house  to 
the  left,  and  beyond  the  bridge.  Two  companies 
were  thrown  out  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  the  right  of  the  bridge,  along 
the  creek;  the  other  two,  held  in  reserve,  were 
advanced  in  line,  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  making  at  the  same  time  a  left  wheel,  so 
as  to  swing  our  right  around  the  house  —  the  re- 
serve keeping  near  and  conforming  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  skirmishers.  When  near  the  house 
the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  shot,  shell,  grape, 
and  canister,  which  retarded  our  advance  for  a 
moment,  until  Major  Brady  dismounted,  went  in 
front  of  the  line  of  skirmishers,  and  led  them  on 


until  quite  near  the  house.  The  enemy,  antici- 
pating our  movements,  shelled  the  house  and  set 
it  on  fire.  We,  however,  held  our  ground,  and 
held  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  check  :  their  loss 
up  to  this  time  was  at  least  five  to  one,  most  of 
the  men  in  the  four  companies  being  excellent 
marksmen,  and  having  volunteered  for  this  occa- 
sion. They  consisted  of  Companies  A,  B,  F,  and 
K,  and  commanded  respectively  by  Captains  Mc- 
Quhae,  Hobbie,  Allen,  and  McCarty.  We  con- 
tinued skirmishing  briskly  until  Major  Brady 
received  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Ames  to 
draw  in  his  skirmishers,  and  return  to  town  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  take  command  of  his  regi- 
ment. The  order  was  obeyed,  and  we  fell  back 
in  good  order,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who 
advanced  as  we  retreated,  and  tried  to  cut  us  off 
and  capture  us  before  we  got  to  the  town ;  but 
we  foiled  them  in  this  attempt  by  making  a  cir- 
cuit, and  entering  the  town  near  the  upper  end, 
and  soon  joined  the  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
which  we  found  near  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

The  loss  in  the  four  companies  under  Major 
Brady  was  three  men  killed,  one  Captain  and  one 
Lieutenant  wounded,  one  Sergednt  and  three  men 
taken  prisoners.  I  would  here  state  that  I  had 

great  difficulty  in  drawing  in  Captain  McCarty^s 
ompany  K,  as  they  were  so  earnestly  engaged, 
and  making  such  sad  havoc  among  the  rebels. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment,  six  companies 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler,  advanced  with 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  the  left  and 
front  of  the  town,  and  directly  in  rear  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  volunteers,  in 
close  column  by  division,  were  ordered  to  the 
front,  advanced  and  deployed  at  double-quick, 
and  held  their  ground,  (notwithstanding  the  rush 
to  the  rear  of  troops  directly  in  advance,)  until  or- 
dered by  the  brigade  commander  to  fall  back,  which 
order  was  obeyed  in  good  order,  the  men  loading 
and  firing  as  they  fell  back.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fowler  was  killed  when  the  regiment  advanced 
and  deployed.  Captain  Morn  was  killed  about 
this  time,  and  Captain  French  and  Lieutenant 
Quinn  were  wounded,  and  many  of  the  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

When  the  regiment  reached  the  town,  the  four 
companies  under  Major  Brady  were  still  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy,  and  remained  so  until  Briga- 
dier-General Ames  sent  an  Aid,  with  orders  for 
Major  Brady  to  return  with  his  command  and 
assume  command  of  his  regiment,  he  being  the 
only  field  officer  of  the  regiment  present.  Upon 
arriving  in  the  town  Major  Brady  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  and  reported  immediately 
to  Brigadier-General  Ames  for  instructions.  The 
enemy  were  at  this  time  advancing  rapidly  through 
the  town.  The  regiment  was  immediately  deployed 
in  the  streets,  and  fired  several  volleys  into  the 
ranks  of  the  enemy,  which  thinned  their  ranks 
and  retarded  their  advance.  We  kept  the  enemy 
from  advancing  through  the  town,  until  ordered 
to  clear  the  street  of  our  men  for  the  purpose  of 
planting  a  battery.  The  battery  not  being  placed 
in  position  as  intended,  and  the  regiment  being 
in  line  on  the  sidewalk,  the  enemy  took  advantage 
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of  this,  and  with  a  superior  force  rushed  through 
the  main  street,  which  compelled  us  to  fall  back, 
which  we  did  reluctantly,  but  not  without  contest- 
ing the  ground  inch  by  inch.  As  we  retreated 
we  loaded,  halted,  and  poured  destructive  volleys 
into  their  ranks,  which  cleared  the  main  street  of 
them  several  times ;  but  we  found  the  enemy  too 
many  for  us.  They  poured  in  from  every  street 
in  overwhelming  numbers,  which  broke  our  ranks. 
Upon  arriving  near  the  battery  on  Cemetery  Hill, 
the  regiment  was  halted,  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  fronting  the  town.  About  this  time  Major- 
General  Howard,  who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  regardless  of  danger,  asked  if  he  had  troops 
brave  enough  to  advance  to  a  stone  wall  across  a 
lot  towards  the  town,  and  said  he  would  lead  them. 
"We  replied,  "  Yes ;  the  Seventeenth  Connecticut 
will,"  and  advanced  at  once  to  the  place  indicated, 
remained  a  few  moments,  and  again  advanced 
across  another  lot  still  nearer  the  town,  and  behind 
a  rail  fence  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  which 
position  we  held  till  late  in  the  evening,  exposed 
to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
when  the  whole  regiment  was  ordered 'out  on 
picket,  and  performed  that  duty  until  two  o'clock 
of  the  second  instant,  when  we  were  relieved  and 
took  a  position  behind  the  rail  fence,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  paces  farther  to  the  right  of  the 
place  we  occupied  before  going  out  on  picket. 
We  remained  in  this  position,  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  batteries  and  sharpshooters,  until  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme right,  behind  a  stone  wall,  on  each  side  of 
a  lane  below  the  battery,  opposite  the  cemetery 
entrance.  Two  companies  were  advanced  to  the 
grain  field  near  the  woods,  through  which  the 
enemy  were  rapidly  advancing.  We  covered  the 
wall  on  each  side  of  the  lane  by  compelling  about 
three  hundred  stragglers,  who  had  no  commander, 
to  fall  into  our  line.  We  had  not  more  than 
time  to  form  behind  the  wall  before  the  enemy 
were  discovered  advancing  rapidly  upon  us  on 
our  right,  and  a  full  brigade  obliquely  towards  our 
left.  When  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces 
of  us  we  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  them, 
which  thinned  their  ranks  and  checked  their  ad- 
vance. We  fired  several  volleys  by  battalion, 
after  which  they  charged  upon  us.  We  had  a 
hand-to-hand  conflict  with  them,  firmly  held  our 
ground,  and  drove  them  back.  Soon  after,  some 
of  the  troops  on  our  left  giving  way,  the  rebels 
succeeded  in  getting  in  our  rear.  We  again 
drove  them  back,  and  held  our  position.  It  was 
during  this  conflict  that  Major  Brady  was  wounded 
by  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  which  hit  him  upon  his 
right  shoulder.  After  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
back,  the  firing  ceased,  excepting  occasional  shots 
from  their  sharpshooters.  We  were  relieved  by 
the  Fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  and  were  ordered  to 
change  front  to  the  left,  behind  a  wall  running  at 
right  angles  with  the  one  we  had  just  occupied, 
and  fronting  the  town,  and  where  the  enemy 
entered  on  our  left.  We  remained  at  this  wall 
all  night,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  third 
instant,  exposed  to  a  cross-fire  of  the  rebel  bat- 
teries and  their  sharpshooters.  With  the  latter 


our  best  marksmen  exchanged  shots  and  suc- 
ceeded in  dislodging  many  of  them.  When  the 
regiment  entered  the  engagement  on  the  first  in- 
stant, it  numbered  seventeen  officers  and  three 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men.  We  report 
at  the  present  time  nine  officers  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  enlisted  ,men. 

Captain  Wilson  French  and  Lieutenant  Barton 
are  the  only  officers  known  to  have  been  taken 
prisoners.  The  former  was  wounded  in  the  first 
day's  engagement.  We  are  not  aware  that  either 
of  them  was  paroled.  The  regiment  behaved 
gallantly.  No  troops  in  the  world  could  behave 
better.  Both  officers  and  men  are  deserving  of 
great  credit  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  through- 
out the  entire  three  days'  battle.  There  are  many 
deserving  of  especial  mention  for  bravery  on  the 
field,  but  they  are  so  numerous  I  will  not  under- 
take to  give' the  names.  The  coolness  and  bra- 
very displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  Company 
B  exceeded  anything  I  ever  saw.  I  am,  General, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  BRADY, 

Major,  commanding  Seventeenth  Regiment  C.  V. 
To  Brigadier-General  A.  AMES, 
commanding  Brigade. 


Doc.  7. 

GENERAL  HOOKER  ON  THE  RAPIDAN. 

THE  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  J.  J.  Peck  to  Andrew  D.  White,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Onondaga  Historical  Association. 
It  was  accompanied  by  a  map  of  Suffolk,  showing 
Longstreet's,  Hill's,  and  Hood's  operations  in 
April  and  May,  1863,  during  the  short  campaign 
of  General  Hooker  on  the  Kapidan. 

NEW  YORK,  June  28, 1864. 

Sen.  A.  D.  White,  Vice-President  Onondaga  His- 
torical Association,  Syracuse : 
SIR  :  Permit  me  to  present  through  you,  to  the 
Onondaga  Historical  Association,  a  map  of  Suf- 
folk, Va.,  and  the  adjacent  region.     It  is  a  sec- 
tion of  a  map  which  I  had  prepared  while  in  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  forces  on  the  south  side  of  the 
James  River. 

It  is  of  especial  interest  as  presenting  the  thea- 
tre of  operations  of  one  wing  of  Lee's  army,  under 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  Hill,  and  Hood, 
from  April  tenth  to  May  third,  1863.  Although 
Hill  was  not  present  all  the  time,  he  was  oper- 
ating with  Longstreet,  and  by  his  orders  made 
certain  demonstrations  in  North  Carolina,  about 
the  first  of  April,  with  the  object  of  causing  troops 
to  be  detached  from  Suffolk  and  other  points. 
Having  accomplished  his  mission,  he  discontinued 
the  siege  of  Little  Washington  on  the  fifteenth, 
and  despatched  his  troops  to  Suffolk. 

Longstreet  himself  may  have  joined  Lee  and 
Jackson  at  the  crisis  of  Chancellorsville,  or  soon 
after,  although  his  servants  and  horses  fell  into 
our  hands  near  Suffolk,  on  the  fourth  of  May. 
Doubtless  one  division,  or  a  portion  thereof,  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  liapidan,  in  spite  of  the 
bold  operations  of  Stoneman. 
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The  relative  strength  of  Hooker  and  Lee  is 
given  by  the  New  York  Tribune  of  March  twen- 
ty-six, 1864,  in  an  editorial  on  the  "  Richmond 
Campaigns,"  as  follows :  Hooker,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thousand  fighting  men  pres- 
ent for  duty ;  Lee,  forty-nine  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred men. 

At  this  time  I  do  not  purpose  expressing  an 
opinion  respecting  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates 
of  the  Tribune,  but  it  is  due  the  little  army  I 
had  the  honor  to  command,  that  I  should  state 
that  the  force  opposed  to  us  in  front  of  Suffolk 
was  very  heavy,  nearly  twice  my  own,  for  many 
days,  and  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  ablest  rebel 
West  Pointers ;  viz.,  Longstreet,  Hill,  Hood,  Pick- 
ett,  Garnett,  Anderson,  French,  &c. 

The  operations  about  Suffolk,  ending  May 
fourth,  were  suddenly  eclipsed  in  the  night  of 
general  gloom  and  painful  anxiety  which  attend- 
ed General  Hooker's  disaster  at  Chancellorsville. 
Attention  was  not  again  awakened  upon  that  field, 
and  the  campaign  will  be  imperfectly  understood 
by  the  public  while  the  official  reports  remain  un- 
published. Sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-General. 

Doc.  8. 

THE  IRON-CLADS  AT  CHARLESTON. 
REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  DAHLGREN. 

FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  OFF  MORRIS  ) 
ISLAND,  January  28, 18G4.     j 

Sin :  Conformably  to  the  wishes  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  submit  the  following  review  of  the  services 
of  the  monitors  while  under  my  command;  and 
as  some  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  have  been  tested  may  afford  a  better 
appreciation  of  their  qualities,  I  shall  briefly  nar- 
rate some  of  the  leading  events  in  which  they  have 
participated  during  the  operations  at  this  place. 

On  the  sixth  July  Rear-Admiral  Dupont  de- 
livered to  me  the  command  of  the  naval  forces 
occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  part  of  Florida.  They  embraced  seventy 
(70)  vessels  of  all  classes,  and  were  distributed  at 
various  points  along  an  extent  of  more  than  three 
hundred  miles.  There  was  no  concentration,  the 
purpose  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vessels  in 
order  to  enforce  an  efficient  blockade. 

Of  the  iron-dads,  the  Ironsides  was  off  Charles- 
ton bar,  two  monitors  were  at  Eclisto,  one  at 
Stono,  three  at  Port  Iloyal,  and  one  at  Ossabaw. 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  twenty- 
four,  18G3)  only  directed  me  to  assume  the  com- 
mand ;  they  went  no  further,  nor  was  there  need 
that  they  should.  There  was  an  enemy  in  front, 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  compel  him  to  obedi- 
ence, so  far  as  my  means  permitted.  On  the  day 
that  I  arrived,  an  interview  occurred  with  General 
Gillmore,  in  which  the  details  for  a  descent  on 
Morris  Island  were  arranged  to  commence  on  the 
Wednesday  following,  but  which  were  postponed 
first  to  Thursday,  and  then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  al- 
low General  Gillmore  to  perfect  his  arrangements. 


In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions,  I  was 
obliged  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  action, 
which  the  department  was  advised  of. 

The  naval  part  of  the  operations  consisted  of,  — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Charles- 
ton bar,  so  as  to  cross  at  early  daylight  on  the 
day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troops,  to 
prevent  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  during  that 
attack,  and  to  engage  the  rebel  batteries,  particu- 
larly Fort  Wagner. 

2.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  was 
to  ascend  to  Stono,  cover  its  landing,  and  shell 
James's  Island. 

3.  To  guard  the  depots  of  the  army  at  Hilton 
Head  and  at  Seabrook  during  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  concentrated  on  Folly  Island.    I  should 
here  state  that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  decided  to  in- 
crease the  thicknesses  of  the  pilot-houses  of  all 
the  monitors,  and  add  heavy  circles  of  metal  to  the 
bases  of  the  turrets  and  pilot-houses. 

The  three  at  Port  Royal  were  already  in  hand 
for  this  purpose,  and  some  progress  'had  been 
made.  A  part  of  my  preparation  consisted  in 
putting  a  stop  to  the  work,  and  having  the  vessels 
fitted  temporarily  for  service. 

This  was  effected  in  season,  and  before  daylight 
of  the  ninth  of  July  the  monitors  were  off  the  bar, 
ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  sign  of  movement  by 
the  United  States  batteries  on  Folly  Island. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  batteries 
on  the  north  end  of  Folly  Island,  cross  the  bar 
with  the  monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position 
on  the  eminences  of  Morris  Island,  while  the  troops 
were  to  cross  the  narrow  inlet  which  divides  Mor- 
ris Island  from  Folly  Island  when  the  proper  mo- 
ment arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land 
and  sea  when  I  went  on  board  the  Catskill,  (July 
tenth,)  and  not  a  symptom  of  preparation  on 
shore  was  visible  to  us. 

It  was  important  that  the  monitors  should  not 
by  their  appearance  give  any  intimation  of  what 
was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar  until  the 
details  ashore  were  completed ;  so  I  waited  the 
first  fire  of  the  batteries.  .  This  was  not  long  com- 
ing, and  I  led  with  my  flag  in  the  Catskill,  followed 
by  Captains  Fairfax,  Downes,  and  Colhoun,  in  the 
Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weehawken.  'Steering  for 
the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  mon- 
itors were  laid  in  line  about  parallel  to  the  land, 
opposite  the  southern  eminences  of  Morris  Island, 
and  poured  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  rebel  gar- 
rison, who  were  there  posted,  making  a  feeble  and 
ineffectual  return  to  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell 
that  came  upon  their  front  and  flank.  I  could 
see  plainly  the  great  confusion  into  which  they 
were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming 
onslaught.  It  was  a  complete  surprise,  both  as 
to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal 
waters  permitted,  so  that  the  shells  from  our  own 
batteries  on  Folly  Island  passed  close  ahead  of 
and  at  times  over  some  of  them. 

About  eight  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were  seen 
coming  over  the  low  sand  beach  of  Morris  Island, 
and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some 
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volleys  of  grape,  the  sight  of  the  Union  flag* 
told  who  they  were.  They  composed  the  brigade 
which  had  been  brought  from  the  Folly  River  by 
the  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  our  men  in  masses,  and  their  ad- 
vancing movement ;  then  pushed  forward  to  accel- 
erate with  our  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels. 

The  sight  was  now  of  great  interest.  Our  own 
troops  could  be  seen  taking  possession  of  the  sand 
hills  where  the  enemy  had  rested  the  sole  defence 
of  this  end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions 
were  moving  along  the  beach.  The  defeated 
rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low, 
flat  land  north  of  their  position,  and  some  two  or 
three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while 
the  monitors  skirting  the  shore  maintained  a 
steady  fire  on  the  retreat.  Presently  they  reached 
Fort  Wagner  ;  and  here  we  were  advised  that  our 
advance  was  checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though 
it  was  but  nine  o'clock.  The  discomfited  rebels 
were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted 
at  a  reasonable  distance  from  it. 

The  monitor  with  my  flag  was  now  anchored 
as  near  the  beach  as  the  depth  of  water  permitted, 
(twelve  hundred  yards,)  and  the  other  monitors 
in  line  to  the  southward.  A  steady  fire  was  be- 
gun about  half  past  nine,  —  the  fort  replying 
briskly,  —  and  maintained  through  the  day,  except 
the  dinner  hour,  until  six  in  the  evening  ;  then  I 
retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  morning  before  six  o'clock  the  Flag-Lieu- 
tenant reported  to  me  that  an  assault  had  been 
made  at  daybreak  by  our  troops  and  failed,  and 
about  nine  o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  the 
General,  saying,  "  We  attempted  to  carry  Fort 
Wagner  by  assault  this  morning,  and  reached  the 
parapet ;  but  the  men  recoiled  and  fell  back  with 
slight  loss." 

It  is  known  now  that  reinforcements  had  been 
hurried  to  the  island  by  the  rebels,  and  had  en- 
tered the  work  about  midnight. 

I  had  no  notice  whatever  of  the  General's  intent, 
and  could,  therefore,  render  no  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  the  enterprise 
against  Morris  Island.  It  had  been  in  all  respects 
a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  the  rebels  do  not 
seem  to  have  had  any  idea  of.  it  until  the  day  be- 
fore ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were  then  aware 
of  the  scale  on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  sand 
hills  of  the  south  end,  we  could  not  have  estab- 
lished our  position  on  the  island — even  a  surprise 
would  probably  have  been  out  of  the  question. 
But  there  were  to  be  no  more  surprises  —  the 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard 
work  patiently  endured  in  the  trenches,  and  by 
batteries  ashore  and  afloat. 

The  General  now  decided  to  make  a  second  as- 
sault in  force,  and  to  cover  it  by  some  light  bat- 
teries established  at  distances  varying  from  one 
thousand  to  seventeen  hundred  yards. 

*  The  first  planted  on  Morris  Island  by  Lieutenant 
Jlobesou. 


While  the  preparations  for  this  design  were 
going  on,  the  monitors  were  daily  at  work  to  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  Wagner  and  keep  down  its 
fire  —  the  gunboats  assisting  at  long  range. 

On  the  eighteenth  July,  all  being  ready,  about 
noon  I  led  up  in  the  Montauk,  followed  by  four 
monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  twelve 
hundred  yards,  as  near  as  the  state  of  the  tide 
would  permit,  and  opened  fire — the  gunboats 
firing  at  a  greater  distance,  and  the  shore  batteries 
also  in  action. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Montauk  gradually  closed 
in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she  was  about  three 
hundred  yards  from  Wagner,  when  I  ordered 
grape  to  be  used.  Unable  to  endure  the  fire  of 
the  vessels,  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  now  silent, 
and  not  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

About  sunset  a  note  in  pencil  from  General 
Gillmore  announced  his  intention  to  assault ;  but 
it  was  quite  dark  before  the  column  reached  the 
work.  The  fire  of  the  vessels  was  continued  so 
long  as  it  was  safe  for  our  own  men  ashore,  but 
ceased  when  the  darkness  made  it  impossible  to 
distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry soon  made  known  the  commencement  of  the 
assault,  and  continued  with  little  intermission 
until  half  past  nine,  when  it  ceased ;  and  then 
came  the  painful  tidings  of  our  defeat. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  the 
operation,  and  proved  that  the  work  was  too 
strong  and  too  pertinaciously  defended  to  be 
taken  by  any  off-hand  blow.  The  slow  and 
laborious,  operation  by  trench  and  cannon  only 
was  capable  of  reducing  it. 

And  here  I  may  remark,  that  in  this  necessity 
is  to  be  found  a  principal  cause  for  the  delay  in 
reaching  Charleston  that  subsequently  ensued. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  no  more  troops  could  then  be  spared 
from  the  main  armies.  If  there  had  been  suffi- 
cient to  make  such  an  assault  as  would  have 
overpowered  all  opposition,  Wagner  might  have 
been  carried  at  the  first  assault,  Gregg  would 
have  yielded  immediately,  Sumter  would  soon 
have  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  iron- 
clads, untouched  by  severe  and  continued  batter- 
ing, would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  quickly 
in  contact  with  the  then  imperfect  interior  de- 
fences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  they 
admitted  the  impracticability  of  defending  Morris 
Island,  and  consequently  Sumter,  after  our  posi- 
tion on  it  was  fully  established  and  covered  by  the 
iron-clads.  They  only  sought  to  hold  the  island 
long  enough  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior 
position  ;  hence,  every  day  of  defence  by  Wagner 
was  vital  to  that  of  Charleston. 

This  policy  was  successful  for  two  months, 
(tenth  July  to  seventh  September,)  and  gave  time 
to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  a  forlorn  old  fort 
into  a  powerful  earthwork  —  improved  by  the  ex- 
periences of  Wagner.  Moultrie  received  similar 
advantages,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter 
were  divided  between  Johnson  and  Moultrie. 
Batteries  were  established  along  the  south  shore 
of  the  channel  from  Johnson  towards  the  city ; 


DOCUMENTS. 


185 


and  thus  an  interior  defence  was  completed  which, 
though  it  separated  more  widely  the  salient  and 
principal  works  of  the  defence,  by  substituting 
Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  rendered  access  to  the 
upper  harbor  far  more  difficult,  because  a  more 
powerful  fire  was  concentrated  from  additional 
batteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  after  Morris  Island 
was  evacuated  and  Sumter  dismantled,  the  fleet 
must  still/pass  the  fire  of  Moultrie  and  Bee  to  find 
itself  in  presence  of  a  formidable  earthwork,  sup- 
ported by  continuous  batteries,  and  commanding 
obstructions  more  difficult -than  any  between  Sum- 
ter and  Moultrie. 

The  real  nature  of  these  obstructions  was  not 
suspected  until  the  winter  freshets  had  broken 
away  and  floated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen 
of  them,  which  were  certainly  far  more  formidable 
than  had  been  anticipated. 

So  well  do  the  rebels  keep  their  counsel  that 
the  best  informed  refugees,  who  had  been  con- 
stantly engaged  about  the  harbor,  appeared  to 
know  as  little  about  them  as  we  did. 

During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towards 
Wagner  the  iron-clads  played  an  important 
part,  using  their  guns  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered,  as  shown  in  the  instances  .quoted.  It 
may  be  readily  conceived  that,  all  things  being 
equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have 
worked  towards  our  position  as  it  was  for  our 
troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a 
serious  difference  in  the  fact  that  the  cannon  of 
the  iron-clads,  and  also  of  the  gunboats,  com- 
pletely enfiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow 
island,  and  absolutely  interdicted  any  operation 
of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  In  addi- 
tion, whenever  their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on 
our  own  workmen,  a  request  from  the  General 
always  drew  the  fire  of  the  vessels ;  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  failed  to  be  effective  in  any  instance. 

As  a  consequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to 
Wagner,  and  were  powerless  to  hinder  the  prog- 
ress of  the  trenches  that  were  at  last  carried 
into  the  very  ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its 
evacuation  without  assault. 


The  day  before  the  contemplated  assault,  I  led 
in  the  iron-clads  in  force,  as  agreed  on,  and  bat- 
tered the  fort  all  day,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  heap. 

The  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormed, 
but  the  enemy  had  fled  :  they  foresaw  the  inevita- 
ble result. 

The  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  the  army  in 
the  operation  that  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
works  on  Morris  Island,  and  besides  what  is 
already  mentioned,  prevented  the  access  of  re- 
enforcements,  or  their  accumulation  between 
Wagner  and  Gregg. 

The  boats  of  the  squadron  were  also  engaged 
on  picket  duty  by  night  along  the  sea  shore  of 
Morris  Island,  and  the  little  stream  on  its  inner 
border. 

A  detachment  of  seamen  and  marines,  under 
Captain  Parker,  participated  in  the  practice  of  the 
batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  by  working  four  navy 
rifle  cannons,  landed  for  the  purpose. 

The  duties  of  the  iron-clads  were  not  performed 
under  idle  batteries.  The  guns  of  Wagner  never 
failed  to  open  on  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews 
were  driven,  by  those  of  our  iron-clads,  to  take 
shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.  One  of  these  can- 
non, a  ten-inch,  left  deep  dents  on  every  turret, 
that  will  not  easily  be  effaced. 

The  operations  of  the  iron-clads  against  Morris 
Island  were  appropriately  closed  by  a  severe  con- 
test with  Fort  IV^oultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard,  &c.,  to  relieve  the  Weehawken,  which  had 
grounded  under  their  fire,  and  was  finally  got  off 
with  some  severe  injuries,  owing  to  the  falling 
tide  having- exposed  the  hull  under  the  overhang. 

There  were  other  occasions  when  severe  con- 
flicts occurred  with  the  rebel  works  on  Sullivan's 
Island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there 
were  few  days  from  the  first  attack  on  Morris 
Island  (July  ten)  to  its  evacuation  (September 
seven)  that  some  iron-clads  or  gunboats  were  not 
engaged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  labor  of  our  troops  ashore,  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  following  sample  from  the 
record : 


DATE. 


1863. 
July    18 


July  22 
July  23 

July  25 
July  28 
July  20 
July  30 
July  31 
Aug.  1 

Aug.  2 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  6 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 


OBJKCT. 


Assault  on  Wagner 


Wagner 

Wagner,  to  cover  advance 


Wagner 

W  signer 

Wagner 

Waguer 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island 
Waguer 


Wsigner 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagner  and  vicinity 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  , 
Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island 


VESSELS  ENGAGED. 


Montauk,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Nantucket,  Weehawken, 
Patapsco  ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Cbippewa, 
Wissahickon. 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Weehawken,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Montauk,  Pata*psco,  Nan- 
tucket  ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching. 

Gunboats  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching,  Paul  Jones. 

Weehawken,  Csitskill,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco. 

Ironsides,  Catskill,  Patapsco,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Montauk,  Patapsco,  Catskill,  Weekawken,  Passaic,  Nahant,  Mar- 
blehead, (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 

Montauk,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 

Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  Mahaska,  (gunboats.) 

Patapsco,  Catskill. 

Gunboats  Dai-Ching.  Ottawa,  Mahaska,  Wissahickon,  Racer. 

Gunboats  Wissahickon,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching,  Racer. 
Dan.  Smith. 
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DATE. 


1863. 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  17 


Aug.  18 

Aug.  19 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  5 
Sept.  6 

Sept.  7 
Sept.  8 


OBJECT. 


"Wagner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  to 
direct  fire  from  our  batteries  which 
opened  on  Sumter 

Wagner,  to  prevent  assault     .... 

"Wagner 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  .  . 

Sumter  and  Wagner 

Wagner 

Sumter 

Sumter  and  obstructions 

Between  Sumter  and  Gregg    .... 
Wagner  and  Gregg 


Batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island    .  .  . 
Batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island    .  .  . 


VESSELS  ENGAGED. 


Mortar-boats  Racer,  Dan.  Smith. 

Weehawken,  Ironsides,  Montauk,  Nahant,  Cat-skill,  Passaic, 
Patapscp  ;  gunboats  Cariandaigua,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Cimarron, 
Wissahickon,  Dai-Ching,  Lodona. 

Ironsides,  Passaic,  Weehawken ;  gunboats  Wissahickon,  Ma- 
haska, Dai-Ching,  Ottawa,  Lodona. 

Ironsides. 

Ironsides ;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai-Ching,  Lodona. 

Ironsides,  Patapsco;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Dai-Ching. 

Weehawken,  Ironsides;  gunboat  Montauk. 

Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant. 

Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant,  Lehigh. 

Lehigh,  Nahant, 

Ironsides,  Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Nahant, 
Lehigh. 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk  Weehawken, 
(ashore.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk,  Weehawken, 
(ashore.) 


I  shall  now  briefly  comment  on  the  various 
qualities  of  the  monitors. 
1st.  Capacity  for  resistance. 
2d.   Power  of  ordnance. 
3d.    Draught  of  water. 
4th.  Speed. 
5th.  Number  of  crew. 


1st.  Endurance. — During  the  operations 
against  Moms  Island  the  nine  iron-clads  fired 
eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  received  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-two  (882)  hits.  Including  the 
service  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogeechee,  the 
total  number  was  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  (1194),  distributed  as  follows  : 


Service  of  Iron-clads.     South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.     Shots  fired  and  Hits  received  by 
them  during  Operations  against  Morris  Island. 


VESSELS. 

No.  OF  SHOTS 
FIRED. 

g 

•     B 

HITS,  APRIL 

7,  1863. 

HITS  AT 
OGEECHEE. 

TOTAL  HITS. 

f 

.5 

138 
301 
41 
119 
170 
178 
264 
44 

425 

478 
28 
107 
276 
230 
633 
155 
4,439 

86 
154 
36 
90 
69 
96 
134 
53 
164 

20 
14 

"46* 

106 
214 
36 
134 
105 
144 
187 
104 
164 

35 
36 
47 
53 
51 

9 
1* 

Total,    

1,255 

6,771 

882 

256 

56 

1,194 

No.  of  shots  fired. 


Weight  of  proj.  fired,  in  tons. 


2  332 

^OOJ 

151$ 

2131 

663J 

Of  the  eight  monitors,  one  was  always  absent 
at  Warsaw  (Nahant  or  Nantucket)  to  blockade 
the  rebel  ram.  The  Lehigh  did  not  arrive  until 
August  thirtieth,  therefore  was  only  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  operations  of  the  remaining  seven 
days,  but  did  good  work. 

For  some  time  only  five  monitors  were  available 
for  general  attack,  and  then  six,  which  was  the 
greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  consequences  of  the  protracted  firing  and 
hard  usage  to  which  the  monitors  were  exposed 
during  these  two  months  of  incessant  service, 


were  unavoidably  very  considerable  in  the  aggre- 
gate ;  and  the  greater,  also,  that  all  repair  which 
could. possibly  be  dispensed  with  was  postponed 
to  the  conclusion.  It  .was  therefore  necessarily 
ex-tensive  when  entered  upon.  The  battering  re- 
ceived was  without  precedent.  The  Montauk  had 
been  struck  two  hundred  and  fourteen  (214)  times ; 
the  Weehawken  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
(187)  times,  and  almost  entirely  by  ten-inch  shot. 
What  vessels  have  ever  been  subjected  to  such  a 
test? 

It  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  need  con- 
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siderable  repair  after  sustaining  such  severe  pound- 
ing for  so  long  a  time,  but  only  that  they  could  be 
restored  at  all  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force 
of  the  ten-inch  shot  must  be  experienced  to  be 
appreciated.  Any  one  in  contact  with  the  part 
of  the  turret  struck  falls  senseless,  and  I  have 
been  nearly  shaken  off  my  feet  in  the  pilot-house 
when  engaging  Moultrie. 

All  the  little  defects  of  detail  were  marked 
by  such  a  searching  process.  Decks  were  cut 
through ;  cannon  were  worn  out ;  side  armor 
shaken  ;  tops  of  pilot-houses  crushed,  &c.  But 
all  these  were  reparable,  and  no  vital  principle  was 
seriously  touched. 

With  such  workshops  and  means  as  a  northern 
navy  yard  includes,  the  repair  of  all  monitors 
would  have  been  speedily  executed ;  but  when 
machinery,  tools,  labor,  and  material  have  all  to 
be  obtained,  as  they  were  here,  from  a  great  dis- 
tance, there  was  of  necessity  considerable  delay ; 
and,  moreover,  it.  was  not  admissible  to  \vithdraw 
but  a  portion  of  the  monitors  at  a  time  from  the 
blockade. 

The  additions  that  were  deemed  advisable  for 
strengthening  the  pilot-houses  and  turrets  were 
also  put  on  at  this  time,  and  the  bottoms  cleaned, 
for  they  had  now  become  so  foul  with  oysters  and 
grass  that  the  speed  was  reduced  to  three,  or  three 
and  a  half  knots,  and,  with  the  strong  tide  of  this 
harbor,  added  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of 
working  the  vessels  properly  under  fire. 

On  one  night  I  was  caught  by  heavy  weather 
from  the  south-east  while  close  up  to  Sumter, 
when  I  had  gone  to  attack  it,  and  it  was  well  that 
the  darkness  of  the  night  prevented  the  slowness 
of  our  motion  from  being  perceived  while  extricat- 
ing the  monitors  from  their  position. 

Power  of  Ordnance.  —  Each  turret  contains  two 
guns,  and  from  the  peculiar  facility  which  it  has 
for  giving  direction  to  the  heaviest  ordnance,  no 
doubt,  arises  the  desire  to  make  these  of  the  heavi- 
est description.  How  far  other  considerations 
should  control  the  character  of  the  ordnance,  is 
necessarily  an  unsettled  question. 

To  strike  an  armored  ship  it  may  be  best  to  use 
a  gun  capable  of  the  greatest  power  ;  but  whether 
this  shall  be  derived  from  a  projectile  of  great 
weight,  driven  by  low  velocity,  or  of  less  weight, 
and  high  velocity  ;  whether  it  shall  be  a  fifteen- 
inch  gun,  fired  with  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds,  or 
a  thirteen-inch,  fired  with  fifty  pounds  of  powder, 
is  not  here  material ;  the  weight  of  the  gun  for 
either  purpose  will  not  vary  to  any  important 
degree.  But  in  operations  'against  earthworks, 
whose  material  cannot  be  damaged  permanently, 
but  only  disturbed,  and  which  are  only  to  be  dealt 
with  by  keeping  down  their  fire,  a  much  lighter 
projectile  would  be  preferable,  in  order  that  the 
practice  may  be  as  rapid  as  possible.  Hence  a 
piece  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds  for  ten-inch  or 
eleven-inch  shot  and  shell. 

When  a  number  of  monitors  are  brought  to- 
gether it  would  be  better,  also,  to  have  guns  of 
like  kind  in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action 
whichever  might  be  preferable.  Each  of  the  mon- 
itors of  this  squadron  had  a  fifteen-inch  and  a 


smaller  gun,  (eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and 
hence  the  rapidity  of  fire,  which  was  most  desira- 
ble, was  not  attained.  That  this  was  due  to  the 
calibre  of  the  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in 
a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable  instance. 

November  ninth,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain 
Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering  Sumter.  In  so 
doing,  the  eleven-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  shells 
successively  in  one  hour,  of  which  twenty-one  hit 
the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at  —  distance  sixteen 
hundred  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
in  2.4  minutes,  which  is  not  only  rapid  but  also 
exceedingly  accurate  practice.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  ad- 
joining carriage,  (instead  of  the  fifteen-inch,)  could 
not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate 
that  monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch 
shell  every  1.2  minute. 

The  rates  of  fire  reported  for  the  Ironsides,  by 
Captain  Rowan,  are, 

No.  fired.    Time  for  each  fire. 


Most  rapid, 
Continuous, 
Assumed, 
Montauk, 


Time. 
H.   M. 

0  50 
2  55 

1  00 
1  00 


25 
490 
360 

25 


M. 

1.74 

2.86 
1.33 
2.40 


It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of 
time  the  frigate  delivered  a  shell  from  each  gun 
in  1 .74  minute,  for  three  hours  in  2.86  minutes, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  fire  could  be  sustained  at 
the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  is  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  would  be  difficult 
to  sustain  it  long  with  much  regard  to  good  aim 
and  considerable  distances ;  and  I  believe,  on  the 
whole,  that  for  every  practical  purpose  there  would 
be  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire  from  the  eleven- 
inch  in  turret.  Thus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
there  will /be  equality  of  ordnance  power  in  the 
same  number  of  eleven-inch  guns  as  to  rapidity 
of  fire,  whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  Water.  —  The  monitors  of  the  Pas- 
saic  class  draw  about  eleven  and  a  half  (ll£) 
feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this 
coast  ten  and  eleven  feet  is  the  most  convenient 
draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal 
sounds  and  rivers,  and  navigating  them  to  any 
extent.  A  greater  draught  restricts  a  vessel  in 
movement,  and  in  many  instances  excludes  her 
from  several  ports,  except  under  very  favorable 
circumstances. 

Speed.  —  The  speed  of  the  monitors  is  not  great, 
(seven  knots,)  but  it  is  quite  respectable  with  a 
clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the 
Ironsides.  Their  steerage  is  peculiar,  but  when 
understood  and  rightfully  managed,  not  difficult 
of  control.  They  pivot  with  celerity  and  in  less 
space  than  almost  any  other  class  of  vessel. 

Number  of  Men.  —  The  number  of  men  required 
to  work  themfarid  the  guns  is  only  eighty,  which 
is  very  moderate. 

In  common  with  all  iron-clads,  the  scope  of 
vision  is  much  restricted,  for  the  plain  reason  that 
in  such  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoid- 
ed. There  are  some  other  defects,  but  they  are 
not  inherent,  and  it  is  believed  are  susceptible  of 


188 


REBELLION    RECORD,   1862-64. 


being  remedied  wholly  or  in  part.     So  much  for 
the  monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship,  Her 
armor  has  stood  heavy  battering  very  well,  and 
her  broadside  of  seven  eleven-inch  guns  and  one 
eight-inch  rifle  has  always  told  with  signal  effect 
when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  fifteen  and  one-half  to  sixteen  feet.  Speed 
six  to  seven  knots,  and  crew  about  four  hundred 
and  forty  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  are  the  unplated  ends, 
which  are  consequently  easily  damaged  by  a  rak- 
ing fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more 
or  less,  while  she  can  return  no  fire  in  either  direc- 
tion. This  was  particularly  and  frequently  incon- 
venient in  attacking  the  works  on  Morris  Island, 
for  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  vessels  tail  nearly 
across  the  channel,  and  present  bow  and  stern  to 
the  beach  of  Morris  Island,  so  that  sometimes  it 
was  necessary  to  delay  placing  the  vessel  in  posi- 
tion, and  at  others  she  would  swing  around  very 
awkwardly  when  engaged. 

The  monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost 
equally  well  defended  on  all  sides,  and  could  fire 
in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to 
descending  shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much 
restricted  by  badly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  rages  just  now 
can  easily  be  satisfied  by  bringing  the  above  data 
in  juxtaposition. 

Just  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  is  capable  of  a 
more  rapid  and  concentrated  fire,  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  made  her  guns  more  effective 
than  the  fifteen-inch  of  the  monitors.  On  the 
other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to  the 
mid-channel,  was  very  vulnerable  to  a  raking  fire, 
and  the  direction  of  her  own  guns  was  very  lim- 
ited laterally. 

The  monitors  could  operate  in  most  of  the  chan- 
nels, —  could  direct  their  fire  around  the  whole 
circle,  —  and  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on 
all  sides. 

The  defects  in  both  classes  of  vessels  are  sus- 
ceptible of  being  remedied  partially  or  entirely. 
The  defence  of  the  Ironsides  could  be  made  com- 
plete, and  that  of  the  monitors  equally  to.  The 
armament  of  the  monitors  could  be  perfected  so 
as  to  give  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no 
contrivance  could  the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  use 
much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted.  Yet 
when  such  changes  were  made  as  experience  has 
suggested,  there  still  would  remain  to  the  moni- 
tors the  lighter  draught,  choice  of  guns  from  the 
heaviest  to  the  lightest,  defensibility,  and  direc- 
tion of  fire  around  the  whole  circle ;  consequently 
the  ability  to  carry  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least 
depth  of  water,  with  equal  power  of  offence  and  de- 
fence in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the  num- 
ber of  guns  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel. 

The  comparison  now  made  is  to^be  understood 
as  having  relation  to  existing  circumstances,  and 
not  at  all  intended  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  the 
general  merits  of  iron-clads. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  navy 
department  is  to  be  considered  with  reference  to 
the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 


It  is  evident  that  it  was  not  designed  to  adopt 
any  one  style  exclusively,  for  of  the  three  vessels 
first  ordered,  two  were  of  the  ordinary  broadside 
class  —  the  Ironsides  and  the  Galena.  The  latter 
was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely  inefficient, 
and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  that  size. 
It  is  universally  admitted  that  plates  of  less  than 
four  and  a  half  (4£)  inches  cannot  stand  the  shock 
of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vessels  so  armored  must 
be  of  considerable  tonnage. 

I  presume  the  department  only  intended  to 
build  such  vessels  as  were  best  adapted  to  the 
service  at  the  scene  of  war. 

Keeping  in  view  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
case,  which  required  light  draught  and  great 
ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  the  selection 
of  the  department  could  not  have  been  more 
judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  monitors  to 
operate  from  a  heavy  frigate  as  a  base  ;  and  if  the 
intent  of  the  department  could  have  been  carried 
out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  have 
been  in  entire  possession  of  the  coast  from  the 
capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  including  Wil- 
mington, Charleston,  Mobile,  &c. 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  remedia- 
ble, but  some  of  those  in  the  monitors  could  only]be 
determined  by  the  test  of  battle  ;  before  that,  ap- 
proximation only  was  possible. 

What  other  style  of  vessel  could  the  department 
have  chosen  ?  Certainly  none  that  has  been  built 
by  English  or  French  naval  authorities.  The 
Warrior  and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerful, 
but  could  not  get  within  gunshot  here.* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  little  naviga- 
ble water  on  this  coast  which  is  not  accessible  to 
the  monitors.  They  command  supremely  all  that 
is  near  the  shore,  and  cannot  themselves  be  reached 
by  vessels  of  heavier  draught.  So  that  when  there 
was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of 
certain  rams  in  this  quarter,  I  assured  the  depart- 
ment that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
so  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  may  appear  that  I  speak  too  positively  on 
the  subject,  but  some  experience  with  them  cer- 
tainly gives  a  right  to  do  so.  With  a  single  ex- 
ception I  have  been  on  board  a  monitor  in  all  the 
principal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of  casualties 
to  the  fleet  captains  f  near  me  shows  that  I  was  in 
a  situation  to  judge.  I  was  once  in  the  Ironsides 
in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  I  have 
also  watched  the  behavior  of  the  monitors  at 
anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter  weather 
in  this  exposed  situation. 

The  completeness  with  which  four  little  moni- 
tors, supported  by  an  iron-clad  frigate,  have  closed 
this  port,  is  well  worth  noting. 

Very  soon  after  entering  the  roads  I  advanced 
one  monitor  well  up  towards  the  inner  debouches 

*  According  to  Rear- Admiral  Paris,  the  French  Gloria 
draws  28  feet ;  the  British  Warrior,  26  feet ;  the  Black 
Prince,  23j  feet ;  even  those  of  inferior  class,  Defence  and 
Resistance,  draw  24  feet.  Not  one  of  these  vessels  could 
cross  the  Charleston  bar,  and  would  be  perfectly  impotent 
to  render  the  least  service  in  any  of  the  operations  now 
being  carried  on. 

t  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers  was  next  ahead  when 
killed  off  Wagner,  and  his  successor,  Captain  Badger,  had 
his  leg  broken  by  an  iron  splinter  in  the  attack  on  Samtcr. 
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of  the  northern  channels,  supported  by  another. 
On  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  of  July  an  English 
steamer  attempted  to  run  in,  and  having  eluded 
the  hot  pursuit  of  the  outside  blockade,  no  doubt 
indulged  in  the  belief  that  all  danger  was  past. 
But  the  gallant  Captain  Rodgers  was  in  advance 
that  night  with  the  Catskill,  and  a  shell  sent  sud- 
denly by  him  ahead  of  the  culprit  steamer  signi- 
fied no'  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter 
grounded  on  a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since 
served  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two  or 
three  steamers  that  were  in  managed  to  get  out 
immediately  after,  and  one  or  two  may  have  got- 
ten in,  for  the  crews  of  the  monitors  were  often 
too  fatigued  then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep 
watch  at  night ;  but  there  ended  the  business  as 
such,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has 
passed  in  or  out. 

These  four  monitors,  who  thus  keep  watch  and 
ward,  muster  eight  (8)  guns  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty  (320)  men,  which  is  almost  insignifi- 
cant in  contrast  with  the  work  done. 

I  have  thus  put  on  paper  the  general  impres- 
sions now  uppermost,  but  very  hastily  and  under 
great  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  I  hope, 
excuse  such  imperfections  as  may  have  inadvert- 
ently occurred. 

With  more  leisure  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this 
interesting  subject. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Sec.  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT. 

FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  ) 
OFF  MORRIS  ISLAND,  May  17, 1804.     J 

SIR  :  I  find  that  several  omissions  have  oc- 
curred in  my  report  to  you  on  the  iron-clads ; 
they  are  handed  to  me  just  as  the  mail  closes,  and 
I  have  time  only  to  request  that  they  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  report  of  January  twenty-eighth, 
among  the  lists  of  actions  then  given,  and  also 
published  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  which 
has  published  that  report. 

As  my  object  was  to  show  what  the  navy  had 
done  in  this  quarter,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to 
extend  the  list.  The  loss  of  three  fleet  captains 
in  succession  —  Captain  Rodgers,  killed  in  the 
Catskill,  Captain  Badger,  wounded  in  an  action 
with  Moultrie,  and  Lieutenant  Preston,  taken 
prisoner  in  the  assault  on  Sumter  —  necessarily 
deranged  all  the  business  of  my  command  very 
much.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  t 


Additional  List  of  Actions  in  which  the  Iron-clads  were  engaged  with  the  Rebel  Batteries  in 
Charleston  Harbor  while  reducing  Morris  Island. 
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DATE. 

3 

1 

II 

Q 

1 

REMARKS. 

1 

1863. 

Yards. 

July  18  .  . 
July  20  .  . 

New  Ironsides. 

805 
168 

4 
13 

1,400 
1,300 

Fort  Wagner. 

August  23  . 

(C                    It 

90 

4 

.... 

((                    (C 

Ship  was  under  way;  distance  varied 

Sept.  2    .  . 

(1           « 

41 

7 

1,000 

Fort  Gregg.  . 

from  1,100  to  1,300  yards. 
Hits  from  Gregg  and  Moultre;  ship  at 

anchor. 

Sept.  2    .  . 

<C                    (( 

9 

.... 

1,500 

Fort  Sumter. 

Sept.  5    .  ; 

CC                    It 

488 

.... 

1,300 

Fort  Wagner. 

Sept.  5    .  . 

32 

1 

1,800 

Fort  Gregg.  . 

Hit  from  Gregg. 

On  July  twenty-ninth  the  Passaic  engaged  Wag- 
ner, and  on  August  thirty-first  Moultrie.  On 
September  eighth  the  Passaic,  (in  a  disabled  con- 
dition,) Patapsco,  Weehawken,  and  Nahant  en- 
gaged Moultrie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear- Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


REPORT   OF  COMMODORE  S.  C.  ROWAN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  NEW  IRONSIDES,  > 
/  OFF  MORRIS  ISLAND,  May  13, 1864.     J 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twelfth 
instant,  I  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of 
various  actions  of  this  ship  with  the  rebel  fortifi- 
cations of  Charleston  harbor,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 

Commodore,  commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flug-Steamer  Philad. 
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Statement  of  Firing  by  the  United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides  during  her  several  Engage- 
ments ivith  the  Rebel  Fortifications  in  Charleston  Harbor. 


DATE. 

ROUNDS 
FIRED. 

HITS  BY 
ENEMY. 

DIS- 
TANCE. 

OBJECT. 

REMARKS. 

1863. 

Yards. 

July  18 

805 

4 

1,400 

Fort  Wagner  . 

At  anchor. 

«      20 

168 

13 

1,300 

C(                    (C 

"        " 

«        24: 

464 

5 

1,200 

<(              (( 

<;           « 

««      29 

183 

2 

1,200 

«              « 

U               « 

"      29 

25 

2,500 

Fort  Sumter  . 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

«      29 

2 

.   .  .  • 

1,900 

<'    Gregg  .  . 

"      30 

329 

2 

1,800 

At  anchor. 

«      30 

1 

2,250 

"    Sumter  . 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

Aug.  17 

400 

'  *31    * 

900 

"    Wagner  . 

Most  of  the  hits  were  from  10-inch  guns  in  Wagner 
and  Gregg.    At  anchor. 

"      17 

30 

1,700 

Fort  Gregg  .  . 

• 

"      !? 

2 

!  .  .  . 

2,700 

"    Sumter  . 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 

<c      ig 

118 

"    Wanner  . 

Underway;  distance  varied  from  1,200  to  1,400  yds. 

"      19 

50 

t 

1,100 

u             ?« 

At  anchor. 

«'      20 

158 

1,150 

«              (( 

U                   il 

"      20 
"      21 
"      22 

2 

70 
115 

"  i  * 

3,400 
1,300 

Rebel  Steamer 
Fort  Wagner  . 

50-pounder  rifle  on  spar  deck. 
At  anchor;  hit  from  Sumter;  11-inch  shot,  solid. 
Under  way;  distance  varied  from  1,100  to  1,300  yds. 

"      23 

90 

4 

. 

«           « 

U              (c                        «                    ll                 it              H           11           u          U 

Sept.    2* 

41 

7 

1,000* 

"    Gregg  .  . 

The  hits  were  from  Gregg  and  Moultrie  ;  ship  at 
anchor. 

"       2 

9 

• 

1,500 

"    Sumter  . 

"       5 

488 

,  "  *  * 

1,300 

"    Wagner  . 

At  anchor. 

"       5 

32 

1 

1,800 

"    Gregg  .  . 

Hit  from  Gregg. 

"       6 

184 

. 

1,300 

"    Wagner  . 

Firing  to  meridian. 

«       6 

"       7t 

38 
152 

*    24    * 

1,300 
1,200 

((                        l< 

Fort  Moultrie 

At  anchor  ;  firing  from  meridian  to  sundown. 
(  These  hits  were  from  Sullivan's  Island  batteries  ; 

«       8 

483 

70 

1,200 

|     at  anchor. 

Night  attack. 


t  Night  attack  on  Moultrie. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 

Commodore,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  E.  SIMPSON. 

UNITED  STATES  IRON-CLAD  PASSAIC,  \ 
OFF  MORRIS  ISLAND,  S.  C.,  April  21, 1864.     { 

SIR  :  In  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  of  the 
sixteenth  instant,  there*  is  published  a  review  of 
the  service  of  the  "  monitors,"  by  Rear-Admiral 
J.  A.  Dahlgren.  As  this  review  does  not  give 
this  vessel  credit  for  the  service  performed  by  her, 
I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject,  in 
order  that  the  statement  may  be  corrected  at  the 
Navy  Department. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  1863,  this  vessel 
went  into  action  with  Fort  Wagner,  followed  by 
the  Patapsco ;  the  New  Ironsides  joined  in  the 
action  also.  The  presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this 
action  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August,  1863,  the  most 
serious  engagement  for  iron-clads  that  had  taken 
place  to  that  date  occurred  between  Fort  Moultrie 
on  one  side,  and  the  monitors  Patapsco,  Wee- 
hawken,  Passaic,  and  Nahant,  on  the  other,  the 
detachment  being  under  command  of  Commander 
T.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  the  Passaic. 

The  conflicts  with  Fort  Wagner  and  Battery 
Gregg,  on  Morris  Island,  each  using  two  guns  on 
the  water  face,  were  but  trifling  actions  for  iron- 
clads ;  but  every  collision  with  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island  that  has  taken  place  by  daylight 
has  been  formidable.  This  action  of  the  thirty- 
first  of  August,  1863,  was  of  such  a  character. 

During  the  action  the  Passaic  grounded  about 


half  a  mile  from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  was  severely 
hammered  by  the  fort  before  she  floated  off.  This 
engagement  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  eighth  of  September,  1863,  the  most 
remarkable  action  between  iron-clads  and  sand 
batteries  was  fought  under  command  of  Com- 
modore S.  C.  Rowan,  between  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  Island,  on  one  side,  and  the  Iron- 
sides, Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Passaic,  Montauk,  Na- 
hant, and  Weehawken,  (aground,)  on  the  other. 
This  action,  lasting  for  three  hours,  terminated  in 
silencing  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  the  island. 

During  this  action  the  Passaic  was  at  the  head 
of  the  line,  having  received  an  order  from  the 
Commodore,  as  she  was  going  into  action,  to  go 
well  up  and  engage  Battery  Bee.  In  this  action 
the  Passaic  was  hit  in  fifty-one  new  places,  which 
were  easily  counted  after  the  action,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  she  was  actually  struck  oftener  than 
I  have  reported.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the 
presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this  action  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  review. 

I  feel  especially  concerned  about  the  omission 
in  reference  to  this  vessel,  on  the  eighth  of  Sep- 
tember, in  consequence  of  the  great  efforts  that 
were  made  on  board  to  keep  her  in  an  effective 
condition. 

This  was  very  difficult  to  do  in  consequence  of 
her  turret  having  been  jammed  on  the  night  of 
sixth  of  September,  which  had  caused  the  spindle 
and  pilot-house  to  take  up  motion  with  the  turret, 
thus  disabling  the  steering  gear.  Ingenious  ex- 
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pedients  were  adopted,  (of  all  of  which  Rear- Admi- 
ral Dahlgren  has  reports,)  and  the  vessel  was 
carried  successfully  into  action,  notwithstanding 
her  disabled  condition. 

After  all  these  efforts  to  keep  the  vessel  availa- 
ble, and  after  having  endured  the  battering  of 
those  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  for  three 
hours,  it  is-  most  disheartening  to  find  that  the 
presence  of  the  vessel  in  the  action  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  review  ;  and  I  respectfully  request, 
in  justice  to  my  own  reputation,  as  well  as  that 
of  every  officer  and  man  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
that  you  will  have  this  report  corrected. 

I  feel,  sir,  that  the  service  of  this  vessel  has  been 


underrated.  It  is  patent  to  all  the  commanders 
of  iron-clads  in  the  fleet  that  the  Passaic  is  more 
battered  than  any  of  them,  in  many  cases  show- 
ing three  shot-marks  to  one ;  and  I  ask  that  justice 
may  be  done  her  by  correcting  at  the  Navy  De- 
partment the  errors  that  I  have  pointed  out  in  the 
review  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren. 

For  further  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
statements  of  firing  made  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahl- 
gren during  the  past  nine  months. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  commanding. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Statement  of  Firings  by  United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  Simpson. 


DATE. 

ROUNDS  FIRED. 

HITS  BY 
ENEMY. 

DIS- 
TANCE. 

OBJECT. 

REMARKS. 

1863. 
July  29 

Aug.    9 
Aug.  15 

15-inch,  12  shells;   15-inch,  1 
Bhot;  150-pounder,  9  shells; 
150-pounder,  1  shot    .... 
Rifled  150-pounder,  1  shell  .  . 
15-inch,  2  ishells;   150-pound- 

None  .  . 
None  .  . 

None  .  . 

Yards. 

1,200 
1,200 

1  200 

Fort  Wagner  .... 
Battery  Gregg  .  .  .    • 

Black    Steamer    and 

Carried  away  cap  square  bolt  of  rifle. 
Returning  fire  of  Battery  Greg<* 
while  on  picket  duty. 

Aug.  17 

15-inch,  30  shells;  150-pound- 
er, 9  shells  

Thirteen 

1,200 

Battery  Gregg  .  .  . 
Fort  Wagner  and  Fort 
Sumter  *    ..... 

While  on  picket  duty. 
En^ao'ed  Wanner  in  forenoon  then 

Aug.  18 

15-inch,  18  shells  

Five    .  . 

1,000 

Fort  Wagner  .... 

engaged  Sumter,  and  after  d'inner 
engaged  Wagner  again. 
Several  bad  hits,  deck  leadin01  over 

Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 

15-inch,   9  shells;    150-pound- 
er, 1  shell  and  9  shot  .... 
15-inch,  1  shell;   150-pounder, 
9  shells    

Five    .  . 
Nine    .  . 

750 
875 

Fort  Sumter    .... 
Fort  Moultre  .... 

bread'room. 
Shot  from  Sumter  drove  in  a  bolt 
of  ring  around  wave  of  turret. 
Three  shots  through  ;  one  of  them 

Sept.    1 
Sept.    6 

(A.  M.) 

15-inch,  20  shells;    150-pound- 
er, 20  shells  and  6  chilled  shot 

15-inch,  6  shells;  150-pounder, 
9  shells    

Seven  .  . 
None  .  . 

1,200 
to  600 

1,100 

1  Fort  Sumter    .  .  j 
Covered  way  between 

over  coal-bunkers,  20  inches  by 
9;    the  other   two   causing   bad 
leaks    on   berth    deck.    Another 
bolt  driven  in  from  ring  around 
wave  of  turret. 
No  bad  hits,  but  side  armor  sprung 
apart  6  inches  at  the  stern,  caused 
by  fouling  a  monitor. 

Sept.    6 

(P.  M.) 

15-inch.  1  shell;  150-pounder, 

None  .  . 

Wagner  and  Gregg 
Obstructions    .... 

No  reply  from  the  enemy. 
This  tiring  was  done  on  picket  to 

Sept.    8 

15-inch,  19  shells;  150-pounder, 
30  shells     

Fifty-one 

750 

Battery  Bee,  on  Sulli- 

prevent   reinforcements  coming 
to  Wagner.    In  revolving  turret 
the  spindle  and  pilot-house  torn 
up.    Motion  with  the  turret  ;  tur- 
ret, spindle,  pilot-house,  revolv- 
ing together. 

Nov.  16 

(A.  M.) 

15-inch,  3  shells  ;  150-pounder, 
31  shells  

Three.  . 

1,500 

Fort  Moultrie  .... 

and  side  armor  badly  injured  in 
several  places.     Eleven  hits  on 
ring  around  base  of  turret;  one 
of  them  at  the  base  caused  so 
much  friction  on  deck  phite  as  to 
require  34  pounds  of  steam  to  re- 
volve the  turret.     Twenty-nine 
new  hits  on  turret. 
Coverinf   the    Nahant    and    Mon 

Nov.  16 

(P.  M.) 

18(H. 
Feb.     2 

Feb.    3 

150-pounder,  3  shells  

15-inch,  3  shells;  150-pounder, 
68  shells  

150-pounder,  35  shells  .... 

None  .  . 

None  .  . 
None  .  . 

1,750 

2,356 
2,356 

Moultrie  House  .  .  . 

Blockade  runner  .  .  . 
Blockade  runner  .  .  . 

tauk,  towing  off  the  Lehigh  that 
was  aground. 
Trying  to  ignite  Moultrie  House. 

Blockade  runner  aground  off  Fort 
Moultrie. 
Trying  to  destroy  Blockade  runner 
off  Fort  Moultrie. 

*  Distance  from  Wagner  900  yards,  from  Sumter  2,000  yards. 
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DOC.  9. 

THE    WOMEN    OF    THE    WAR. 
B.    F.    TAYLOR'S    LETTER. 

ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  October  22, 1863. 

BEFORE  this  letter  reaches  you,  the  splendid 
project  of  the  women  of  the  North-west  will  be  blos- 
soming in  full  beauty.  They  will  have  thronged  to 
the  city  of  the  Great  Lakes  "  like  doves  to  their  win- 
dows," their  hearts  and  offerings  in  their  hands ; 
and  art,  eloquence,  and  song,  the  grand  pageant,  the 
classic  tableau,  the  exquisite  device,  the  glowing 
thought,  will  have  been  hallowed  to  the  sweet  uses 
of  mercy.  The  lips  of  the  marble  images  at  Mecca 
were  worn  away,  they  say,  by  the  kisses  of  the 
pilgrims,  but  how  must  the  delicate  touch  of  true 
and  loving  women  smooth'  and  beautify  the  iron 
fate  of  our  glorious  boys  in  blue ! 

Close  beside  the  scene  that  brightens  your  city 
like  a  carnival,  garlanded  with  flowers  and  glad 
with  sunshine,  I  see  a  shadow  strange  and  sad. 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  laughing  girls,  who  make  a 
Sharon  of  the  Soldiers'  Fair,  discern  how  heavy  the 
borders  of  that  night  whence  comes  the  dawn  they 
smile  in.  I  am  not  sure  I  can  do  better  than  to 
give  an  unstudied  story  of  the  unseen  side  of  that 
golden  shield  of  theirs  —  no  silver  side,  alas !  but 
dark,  dull  iron.  The  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  behind 
you,  southward  across  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
you  look  upon  a  region  in  the  rear  of  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland,  a  breadth  of  three  hundred  and 
eight  miles  to  the  spurs  of  the  mountains.  That 
area,  once  so  lovely,  is  dappled  with  those  shadows 
strange  and  sad  —  the  hospitals  of  the  Federal 
army.  At  Chattanooga,  at  Bridgeport,  at  Steven- 
son, at  Cowan,  at  Decherd,  at  Murfreesboro',  at 
Nashville,  strown  all  along  the  way,  are  flocks  of 
tents  sacred  to  mercy  and  the  soldiers'  sake.  I 
wish  I  could  bring  you  near  enough  to  see  them, 
that  I  could  lift  aside  a  fold  in  ward  A  here,  or 
ward  B  there  ;  that  you  may  see  the  pale  rows,  each 
man  upon  his  little  couch,  the  white  sheet  setting 
close  to  the  poor,  thin  limbs  like  the  drapery  of 
the  grave.  It  would  wonderfully  magnify,  I  think, 
the  work  you  are  doing,  my  sisters. 

I  would  not  take  you  to  the  surgeon's  quarters 
when  the  battle  is  beginning ;  when  he  lays  off 
the  green  sash  and  the  tinselled  coat,  and  rolls  up 
his  sleeves,  and  spreads  wide  his  cases  filled  with 
glittering  silver,  and  makes  ready  for  work.  They 
begin  to  come  in,  slowly  at  first  —  one  man  nurs- 
ing a  shattered  arm,  another  borne  by  his  com- 
rades, three  in  an  ambulance,  one  on  a  stretcher ; 
then  faster  and  faster,  lying  here,  lying  there, 
waiting  each  his  terrible  turn. 

The  silver  steel  grows  cloudy  and  lurid ;  true, 
right  arms  are  lopped  like  slips  of  golden  willow  ; 
'feet  that  never  turned  from  the  foe,  forever  more 
without  an  owner,  strew  the  ground.  The  knives 
are  busy,  the  saws  play ;  it's  bloody  work.  Ah, 
the  surgeon,  with  heart  and  head,  with  hand  and 
eye,  fit  for  such  a  place,  is  a  prince  among  them  ! 
Cool  and  calm,  quick  and  tender,  he  feels  among 
the  arteries  and  fingers  the  tendons  as  if  they 
were  harp-strings.  But  the  cloud  thunders  and 


the  spiteful  rain  patters  louder  and  fiercer,  and  the 
poor  fellows  come  creeping  in  broken  ranks  like 
corn  beaten  down  with  the  flails  of  the  storm. 
"  My  God,"  cried  a  surgeon,  as,  looking  up  an  in- 
stant from  his  work  he  saw  the  mutilated  crowds 
borne  in ;  "  my  God !  are  all  my  boys  cut  down ! " 
And  yet  it  thundered  and  rained.  A  poor  fellow 
writhes,  and  a  smothered  moan  escapes  him. 
"  Be  patient,  Jack,"  says  the  surgeon,  cheerfully; 
"  I'll  make  you  all  right  in  a  minute."  And  what 
a  meaning  there  was  in  that  "  all  right !  "  It  was 
a  right  arm  to  come  of?  at  the  elbow,  and  "  Jack  " 
slipped  off  a  ring  that  clasped  one  of  the  poor, 
useless  fingers  that  were  to  blend  with  the  earth 
of  Alabama,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket !  He  was 
making  ready  for  the  "  all  right."  Does  "  Ala- 
bama "  mean  "  here  we  rest "  ?  If  so,  how  sad 
yet  how  glorious  have  our  boys  made  it, 

"  Who  sink  to  rest, 
With  all  their  country's  wishes  blest ! ' 

Another  sits  up  while  the  surgeon  follows  the 
bullet  that  had  buried  itself  in  his  side ;  it  is  the 
work  of  an  instant ;  no  solemn  council  here ;  no 
lingering  pause ;  the  surgeon  is  bathed  in  patriot 
blood  to  the  elbows,  and  the  work  goes  on.  An 
eye  lies  on  a  ghastly  cheek,  and  silently  the  suf- 
ferer bides  his  time.  "  Well,  Charley,"  says  the 
doctor,  (he  is  dressing  a  wound  as  he  talks,) 
"  what's  the  matter  ?  "  "  0,  not  much  doctor ; 
only  a  hand  off."  Not  unlike  was  the  answer  made 
to  me  by  a  poor  fellow  at  Bridgeport,  shattered 
as  a  tree  is  by  lightning :  "  How  are  you  now  ?  " 
said  I.  "Bully!"  was  the  reply.  You  should 
have  heard  that  word  as  he  spoke  it ;  vulgar  as  it 
used  to  seem,  it  grew  manly  and  noble,  and  I 
never  shall  hear  it  again  without  a  thought  of 
the  boy  on  the  dusty  slope  of  the  Tennessee ;  the 
boy  —  must  I  say  it  ?  —  that  sleeps  the  soldier's 
sleep  within  -a  hundred  rods  of  the  spot  where  I 
found  him.  And  so  it  is  everywhere;  not  a 
whimper,  not  a  plaint.  Only  once  did  I  hear 
either.  An  Illinois  Lieutenant,  as  "brave  a  fellow 
as  ever  drew  a  sword,  had  been  shot  through  and 
through  the  thighs,  fairly  impaled  by  the  bullet  — 
the  ugliest  wound  but  one  I  ever  saw.^  Eight 
days  before  he  weighed  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds.  Then,  he  could  not  have  swung  one 
hundred  and  twenty  clear  of  the  floor.  He  had 
just  been  brought  over  the  mountain,  and  his 
wounds  were  angry  with  fever ;  they  were  lifting 
him  as  tender  as  they  could;  they  let  him  slip 
and  he  fell,  perhaps  six  inches.  But  it  was  like 
a  dash  from  a  precipice  to  him,  and  he  wailed  out 
like  a  child,  tears  wet  his  pale,  thin  face,  and  he 
only  said,  "  My  poor  child,  how  will  they  tell  her  ?  " 
It  was  only  for  an  instant ;  his  spirit  and  his  frame 
stiffened  up  together,  and  with  a  half  smile  he 
said,  "  Don't  tell  anybody,  boys,  that  I  made  a  fool 
of  myself!  "  The  Lieutenant,  "  sleeps  well,"  and, 
alas  !  for  the  "  poor  child" — how  did  they  toll  her  ? 

A  soldier,  fairly  riddled  with  bullets,  like  one  of 
those  battle  flags  of  Illinois,  lay  on  a  blanket  gasp- 
ing for  breath.  "  Jemmy,"  said  a  comrade,  and 
a  friend  before  this  cruel  war  began,  with  one  arm 
swung  in  a  sling,  and  who  was  going  home  on  fur- 


DOCUMENTS. 


193 


lough,  "  Jemmy,  what  shall  I  tell  them  at  home  for 
you  ?  "  "  Tell"  them,"  said  he,  "  that  there  isn't 
hardly  enough  left  of  me  to  say  '  I,'  but  —  hold 
down  here  a  minute  —  tell  Kate  there  is  enough 
of  me  left  to  love  her  till  I  die."  Jemmy  got  his 
furlough  that  night,  and  left  the  ranks  forever.  It 
seems  to  me  that  all  true  women  must  envy  that 
girl's  fate.  Shot  away  all  but  his  heart,  that  still 
beat  true,  who  would  not  be  the  dead  soldier's  bride 
forever  ?  O,  there  is  nothing  anywhere  here  to 
make  you  blush  for  human  weakness :  the  rebel  bul- 
let is  not  moulded  that  can  kill  western  manhood. 

I  want  to  say  here,  in  a  paragraph  by  itself, 
that  the  surgeons  should  be  compelled  to  report 
to  the  women ;  if  they  do  their  duty,  they  have  to 
perform,  in  large  measure,  woman's  work.  They 
have  to  need  more  than  skill  and  scalpels  ;  they 
want  woman's  fortitude,  tenderness,  and  faith. 
There  are  the  noblest  of  men  among  the  surgeons 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  who  do  not  halt 
at  the  letter  of  duty,  but  go  on  cheerfully  to  the 
spirit,  and  there  are  —  God  save  the  mark !  — 
men  among  them  for  whom  faithless  is  the  mildest 
euphemism.  I  must  tell  one  instance :  a  "  contract 
surgeon  "  — if  you  know  what  that  is  — went  out 
on  a  pleasure  ride  within  the  hour  —  three  o'clock 
—  that  two  hundred  sick  and  wounded  men  came 
into  his  ward.  He  returned  at  sunset,  and  on 
being  reminded  of  his  neglected  duty,  flippantly 
replied,  "  O,  I'll  do  them  in  half  an  hour!" 
What,  think  you,  would  "  do  "  him,  and  do  him 
justice.  For  one  I  should  be  quite  content  to 
trust  his  fate  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury  of  the  loyal 
women  of  the  North-west,  to  whom  be  glory  and 
honor  everlasting ! 

Remember,  I  am  writing  only  of  the  days  after 
the  battles  of  the  Chickamauga  —  only  of  one  scene 
in  this  tremendous  tragedy.  I  have  followed  the 
wounded  and  the  languishing  to  the  surgeon's 
quarters  at  the  edge  of  the  field,  and  now  comes 
that  journey  over  the  mountain  roads  to  Bridge- 
port,—  that  beating  every  wound  with  hammers 
mile  after  mile.  Watch  me  with  the  rocking, 
jolting,  lurching  train  of  three  hundred  ambu- 
lances, each  with  its  sore,  bruised  burden,  and 
tell  me  which  is  the  more  terrible,  the  whole 
strong  regiment  marching  into  the  storm,  or  the 
broken  mutilated  column  creeping  away  to  shel- 
ter. You  can  hardly  believe  that  one  of  all  will 
survive  the  journey  ;  that  the  folds  of  the  waiting, 
empty  tents,  here  and  there  and  yonder,  will  ever 
swing  back  to  receive  them.  Let  me  paint  for 
you,  if  I  can,  one  of  those  shadows,  beside  your 
sunshine  there,  with  which  I  began  this  letter. 

It  is  a  white,  dusty  ridge  in  Alabama;  tall,  slim 
oaks  sprinkle  it,  and  beneath  them,  in  streets  with 
a  far-eastern  look,  stand  the  tents  of  those  blessed 
cities  of  mercy,  a  field  hospital.  The  sun  pours 
hotly  down  ;  a  distant  drum  snarls  now  and  then, 
as  if  in  a  dream ;  the  tinkling  concert  of  a  cloud 
of  locusts  —  the  cicada  of  the  south  —  comes  like 
the  dear  old  sleigh  bells  chime,  from  a  distant 
tree.  "  The  loud  laugh  that  'tells  the  vacant 
mind  "  is  unheard ;  the  familiar  sounds  of  closing 
doors  and  children's  carol  never  rises  there;  the 
tents  swell  white  and  sad  and  still.  Within  them 
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lie  almost  three  thousand  soldiers,  marred  with 
all  wounds  conceivable,  wasted  with  pain,  parched 
with  fever,  wearily  turning,  wearily  waiting,  to 
take  up  the  blessed  march,  Ho !  for  the  North ! 
That  is  the  word,  the  ever-abiding  charmer,  that 
"  lingers  still  behind."  It  is  Stevenson,  it  is 
Nashville,  it  is  Louisville,  it  is  home,  it  is  heaven ! 
Alas,  for  it,  how  they  falter  and  sleep  by  the  way ! 
And  every  one  of  these  men  was  somebody's  boy 
once  ;  had  a  mother  once,  a  wife,  a  sister,  a  •sweet- 
heart ;  "  but  better  is  a  friend  that  is  near  than  a 
brother  that  is  afar  off,"  and  there  are  only  two 
here  in  person,  but  how  many  in  heart  and  work ! 

You  have  been  thinking,  my  sisters,  where  is 
our  work  in  all  these  scenes  ?  That  snowy  roll 
of  linen  ;  that  little  pillow  beneath  the  sufferer's 
head ;  that  soft  fold  across  the  gashed  breast ; 
that  cooling  drink  the  rude,  stalwart,  kind  nurse 
is  putting  to  yonder  boy's  white  lips  ;  that  delica- 
cy this  poor  fellow  is  just  partaking  ;  that  dress- 
ing-gown, whose  broidered  hem  those  long,  thin 
fingers  are  toying  with ;  the  slippers,  a  world  too 
wide  for  the  thin,  faltering  feet ;  the  dish  of  fruit 
a  left  hand  is  slowly  working  at,  his  right  hand 
laid  upon  our  Federal  altar  at  Chickamauga,  never 
to  be  lifted  more.  Your  tree,  my  sister,  bore  that 
fruit ;  your  fingers  wrought,  your  heart  conceived. 
"  What  do  the  women  say  about  us  boys  at 
home  ?  "  asked  a  poor  wreck  of  a  lad  as  I  sat  by 
his  side.  That  brow  of  his  ached,  I  know,  for  the 
touch  of  a  loving  hand,  and  the  "  sound  of  a  voice 
that  is  still."  At  the  moment  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion he  was  turning  over  a  little  silken  needle- 
book  that  one  of  you  laughing  girls  made  some 
day,  and  tucked  in  the  corner  of  a  bag,  labelled 
"  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission."  On  the  cover  of 
that  book  you  had  wrought  the  words,  playfully 
perhaps,  "  My  bold  soldier  boy."  I  silently 
pointed  to  the  legend :  the  reply  struck  home  to 
his  heart  and  he  burst  into  tears.  I  assure  you 
they  were  not  bitter  tears  he  shed ;  and  as  he  wiped 
them  away  with  a  white  film  of  a  handkerchief  you 
girls  hemmed  for  him,  his  question  was  twice 
answered,  and  he  was  content.  His  eyelids 
closed  down,  his  breathings  grew  regular,  he  had 
fallen  asleep,  and  I  thought  it  was  the  picture  of 
the  "  Soldier's  Dream  "  over  again. 

You  hear  of  the  mal-appropriation  of  your  gifts ; 
but  never  fear ;  one  grain  may  fail,  but  two  will 
spring  up  and  blossom  into  forget-me-nots.  Your 
work  is  everywhere.  Go  with  me  to  that  tent 
standing  apart.  It  is  the  dead-house  tent.  Four 
boys  in  their  brown  blankets,  four  white  wood 
coffins,  four  labels,  with  four  names  on  four  still 
breasts.  Two  of  the  four  garments  the  sleepers 
wear  are  of  linen  from  your  stores,  stitched  by 
your  fingers.  Verily,  the  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Aid 
Societies  should  be  named  "  Mary,"  for  are  they 
not,  like  her  of  old,  the  "  last  at  the  cross,  and  the 
earliest  at  the  grave  "  ? 

"  When  can  I  go  home,  doctor  ?  "  is  the  ques- 
tion forever  shaped  by  the  lips  and  asked  by  the 
eyes  as  he  goes  his  daily  rounds.  There  was  a 
train  of  cars  at  last,  —  box  cars  —  cattle  cars  — 
if  you  like  it  better,  —  drawn  up  opposite  the  hos- 
pital at  nine  o'clock,  as  the  four  hundred  poor 


194 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-64. 


boys,  lame,  bandaged,  supported,  carried  outright, 
came  over  the  hill  to  take  the  train.  It  was  the 
wounded  brigade,  and  three  of  every  five  wore 
some  token  of  woman's  remembrance  —  of  your 
loving  kindness.  It  was  announced  to  them  on 
the  night  before  that  they  were  to  go  at  five,  and 
there  was  no  sleep  for  joy.  Some  of  them  had 
actually  watched  the  night  cut  in  the  open  air, 
like  the  Chaldean  shepherds,  lest  by  some  chance 
the  train  should  go  without  them.  But  they  were 
hopeful  and  heartful,  for  they  would  go  by  and 
by.  That  wounded  brigade  made  my  eyes  dim 
as  they  came ;  no  "  pomp  and  circumstance  " 
now,  no  martial  step,  no  rustling  banners  and 
gleaming  arms.  I  should  have  been  less  than 
human  had  I  not  swallowed  my  heart  all  day  as 
I  thought  of  that  brigade,  the  grandest  body  of 
men  I  ever  saw*  in  my  life.  Well,  the  cars  were 
floored  with  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  we  moved 
slowly  away,  and  I  must  tell  you  that  all  the  way 
along  that  weary  ride  of  twenty  hours  to  Nash- 
ville, it  wras  the  thoughtful  gift  of  woman  that 
kept  their  hearts  up.  Not  on  the  field  of  Chick- 
amauga,  not  in  the  woods  of  Alabama,  not  on  the 
train  in  Tennessee  could  I  get  out  of  sight  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  the  Florence  Nightingales 
of  the  North-west.  I  want  to  describe  that  ride 
to-day,  but  cannot :  how  they  waited  hours  till  a 
Major-General's  swift,  commodious  car  should 
pass ;  how  they  crept  along  at  the  rear  of  every- 
thing alive.  It  is  worth  a  chapter,  and  it  shall 
have  it.  And  so,  my  sisters,  I  have  given  you  a 
hand's  breadth  of  the  shadow  which  that  sunshine 
of  yours  has  pierced  and  glorified  like  the  coming 
of  morning.  When  to  the  grand  eternity  of  the 
historic  page  the  scenes  amid  which  we  wait  and 
labor  have  passed,  the  heart  of  the  world  will 
warm  to  the  women  of  the  North-west ;  soldierly 
daring  and  womanly  deeds  will  be  blended  to- 
gether forever  ;  the  kiss  of  the  daughters  will  not 
stain  the  sword  of  the  sons ;  the  violet,  lily,  and 
laurel  will  bloom  immortal  together,  and  the  lost 
Eden  of  old  will  smile  once  more  on  the  map  of 
the  globe.  B.  F.  T. 


Doc.  10. 
THE  SOUTHERN  PRISONS. 

CHAPLAIN  JAMES   HARVEY'S  ACCOUNT.* 

WHOEVER  may  forget  the  interests  and  the 
glory  of  our  common  country,  the  soldier,  whether 
in  the  field  or  in  the  prison,  never  forgets  it  or 
forgets  us.  And  whoever  may  forget  the  loved 
ones  at  home,  those  upon  the  field  and  in  the 
prison  never  forget  them.  I  have  heard  many 
prayers  in  the  Libby  Prison,  and  whoever  was 
offering  prayer,  whether  a  Chaplain,  Captain,  Lieu- 
tenant, Surgeon,  Colonel,  or  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Major  or  Brigadier-General,  (for  we  had  a  Bri- 
gadier-General there  that  offered  public  prayer  in 
the  prison,)  all  the  prisoners  were  willing  to  hear, 
and  when  they  invoked  the  divine  blessing  for 

*  Given  in  a  Lecture  at  Piqua,  Ohio. 


the  loved  ones  at  home,  in  spite  of  all  self-con- 
trol a  tear  would  gather  in  their  eyes,  and  there 
would  be  tremor  in  the  voice  as  they  remembered 
those  that  were  far  away.  As  we  are  here  to- 
night, not  in  prison,  but  under  the  segis  of  the 
stars  and  stripes,  permitted  to  surround  our  own 
firesides  and  our  own  altars,  should  we  not  re- 
member the  brave  soldiers  ?  Who  would  be- 
grudge the  small  pittance  that  we  give  to  the  Aid 
Society  ?  We  have  had  some  good  singing  here 
to-night.  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  singing 
in  Libby  Prison ;  I  have  heard  three  hundred,  I 
presume,  join  in  the  chorus  of  "  John  Brown's 
soul  is  marching  on."  The  rebel  officers  did  not 
like  this,  and  sometimes,  when  we  made  them 
angry,  they  shut  off  the  supply  of  water,  and  then 
we  had  none  to  cook  with  or  to  drink.  Some- 
times when  we  offended  them  by  singing  the 
Star-Spangled  Banner,  the  Red,  White,  and  Blue, 
or,  "  We  are  coming,  Father  Abraham,  Six 
Hundred  Thousand  more,"  (for  we  made  the  prison 
ring,)  they  would  refuse  to  bring  us  up  any  wood 
to  cook  with,  and  then  we  had  many  times  to  go 
without  our  breakfasts ;  but  still  we  kept  up  the 
music. 

When  a  man  has  been  imprisoned  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  to  inquire  how  he  got  there, 
how  he  happened  to  be  captured,  and  why  he  did 
not  make  his  escape  with  the  rest.  I  will  say  to 
you  that  I  remained  behind,  when  the  retreat  from 
Winchester  took  place,  by  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Keiff'er,  the  colonel  of  my  regiment,  (the  One 
Hundred  and  Tenth,)  and  when  they  had  determin- 
ed to  cut  their  way  out,  it  was  the  request  of  the 
Colonel  that  I  should  stay  behind  and  see  to  gather- 
ing up  and  burying  the  dead  and  taking  care  of  the 
wounded.  I  may  remark  here,  that  having  re- 
mained behind,  I  saw  a  good  deal  more  of  the 
rebels  and  rebeldom  than  I  otherwise  should  have 
done.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  rebels  came  up 
through  Winchester  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt. 
They  came  exceedingly  thick.  Not  less  than 
thirty-five  thousand  invested  the  place,  and  it  was 
told  me  that  they  had  eighty  pieces  of  cannon  in 
position.  How  many  they  really  had  or  used  I 
do  not  know.  These  rebels  passed  through  on 
their  way  up  to  Pennsylvania.  Our  entire  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  three  hundred. 
The  loss  of  the  rebels  in  killed  and  wounded  was 
about  one  thousand  three  hundred  ;  so  that  their 
loss  was  over  four  to  our  one.  After  our  forces 
left  on  Monday  morning  the  rebels  came  in,  and 
I  saw  a  General  ride  up  to  the  fort  and  pull  clown 
the  stars  and  stripes  and  hoist  the  rebel  flag  in 
its  place.  This  was  a  pretty  hard  sight  to  look 
upon.  I  was  engaged  in  burying  the  dead  around 
the  town  of  Winchester,  but  in  spite  of  all  that 
I  was  able  to  do,  I  presume  that  some  of  our  men 
never  found  a  burial,  and  while  the  rebels  gather- 
ed up  and  took  back  their  wounded  to  what  they 
called  the  Louisiana  hospital,  some  three  miles 
upon  our  right,  I  do  not  know  of  their  paying 
any  attention  at  all  to  our  soldiers  around  Win- 
chester. Upon  our  extreme  right,  where  the 
Twelfth  Virginia  regiment,  and  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  and  part  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
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Tenth  regiment  fought  on  Saturday,  some  of  our 
men  were  killed,  and  I  have  been  told,  eaten  by 
swine  ;  and  I  believe  it  to  be  true.  After  spend- 
ing- three  days  in  connection  with  our  own  hospi- 
tal in  gathering  up  the  wounded,  I  found  in  the 
dead  room  of  one  of  our  hospitals  five  men,  who 
were  lying  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  The 
nurses  told  me  they  could  not  be  handled  or 
taken  out,  as  the  stench  was  such  that  the  room 
could  not  be  entered.  I  immediately  went  to  an 
old  German,  who  had  furnished  us  with  coffins 
when  our  forces  had  possession  of  Winchester, 
and  engaged  coffins  from  him,  which  I  carried  on 
my  shoulders  to  the  hospital.  Those  whose 
business  it  was  to  attend  to  this  matter  of  burial 
refused  to  do  it,  and  I  had  to  use  my  authority, 
and  say  that  the  thing  must  be  done,  and  that  it 
should  be  done.  I  got  a  detail  of  our  own  men 
from  the  provost  marshal,  and  we  dug  graves  and 
buried  those  men.  I  worked  at  Winchester  from 
Monday  morning  until  Saturday  afternoon  —  and 
this  was  the  first  I  had  seen  of  the  provost  mar- 
shal, when  I  had  called  upon  him  for  a  detail  of 
men  to  dig  those  graves  and  bury  these  men. 
He  ordered  me  to  report  to  him  to-morrow,  and 
then  the  next  day. 

On  Saturday,  when  I  reported  to  him,  he  said 
there  was  a  charge  preferred  against  me.  He 
then  read  the  charge.  The  man  who  preferred 
the  charge  was  in  an  adjoining  room  and  I  had  an 
interview  with  him.  He  said  that  I  had  sent  his 
negro  girl  to  Ohio.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  sending  his  negro  girl  away.  After  having 
some  conversation  with  him,  he  told  me  that  if  I 
would  engage  to  return  that  negro  girl  to  him  it 
would  be  all  right.  I  told  him  it  would  be  as 
much  an  impossibility  for  me  to  return  the  negro 
girl  as  to  go  to  Ohio  and  gather  up  any  other  free 
girl  and  bring  her  down  and  give  her" to  him.  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and  did  not 
know  where  the  girl  was,  and  could  not  make  any 
such  promise.  He  then  informed  me  that  if  I  did 
not  return  his  girl  he  would  hold  me  responsible. 
I  told  him  that  he  might  do  so,  but  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  his  girl,  and  it  was  out  of  my  power 
to  return  her.  The  provost  marshal  then  said 
that  my  parole  was  revoked,  and  he  ordered  me 
under  arrest ;  an-d  under  a  charge  of  bayonets  I 
was  taken  before  General  Early,  and  was  informed 
that  by  the  laws  of  some  of  the  Southern  states 
the  offence  for  which  I  was  charged  was  punish- 
able with  death ;  that  men  were  hung  for  such 
offences,  and  I  ought  to  be.  After  leaving  Gen- 
eral Early,  under  charge  of  bayonets,  I  gathered 
up  two  blankets  and  rolled  them  up,  for  I  had 
nothing  else,  my  clothing  having  all  been  cap- 
tured. I  also  took  the  only  Bible  that  was  there. 
I  asked  permission  of  the  provost  marshal  to  look 
among  the  baggage  for  my  valise,  but  this  permis- 
sion was  refused  me.  I  gathered  up  my  two 
blankets,  and  supposed  that  I  was  to  go  into  some 
place  of  confinement  in  Winchester  ;  but  instead 
of  that,  I  soon  discovered  that  there  was  already 
in  line  of  march  out  of  the  town  some  five  or  six 
hundred  in  number,  and  with  them  I  was  started 
on  my  march  towards  llichmond.  The  provost 


marshal  told  me  that  my  destiny  was  to  be  deliv- 
ered over  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  tried  for  the 
offence.  I  knew  what  the  laws  of  Virginia  were 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  knew  at  the  same 
time  that  there  was  no  truth  or  honesty,  no  jus- 
tice or  humanity  in  the  bosom  of  rebels.  I  knew 
that  there  was  nothing  for  me  to  expect  from 
them  either  in  the  way  of  justice  or  humanity. 
My  only  hope,  then,  was  in  the  strong  arm  of 
our  government.  As  I  had  seen  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  Confederates  going  up  into  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  did  not  know  what  the  result  might  be. 
I  was  considerably  gloomy  and  downcast  in  my 
mind.  Some  of  our  soldiers  and  officers  were 
marched  out  on  the  road,  where  they  lay  down 
upon  the  bare  ground,  and  spent  the  night  in  a 
drenching  rain,  without  hardly  any  blankets  or 
protection.  Many  were  left  in  the  dust  and  heat 
for  three  days  before  they  were  taken  out,  and 
without  blankets,  or  provisions,  or  anything  to 
make  them  comfortable.  When  they  lay  down 
at  night  they  lay  down  in  the  dust,  and  when  they 
rose  in  the  morning  they  were  in  the  dust,  and 
among  this  number  were  twelve  or  fifteen  respec- 
table women  whose  husbands  were  serving  in  the 
army.  They  were  not  camp-followers,  but  re- 
spectable women,  and  they  were  crowded  into 
that  fort  with  those  three  to  four  thousand  men. 
Such  objects  of  pity  I  never  saw  before.  There 
they  lay  in  the  dust  of  a  crowded  fort,  with  noth- 
ing to  protect  them,  nothing  to  eat,  and  nothing 
to  drink,  (for  the  water  gave  out  in  the  cisterns,) 
and  they  were  nearly  famished  for  water.  I  was 
at  the  entrance  of  the  fort,  before  my  arrest,  when 
the  husbands  of  these  women  were  marched  out. 
They  started  out  with  them,  but  were  driven  back 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  into  the  fort;  and 
though  they  wrept  and  entreated  to  be  permitted 
to  accompany  their  husbands,  they  were  kept 
there,  and  sent  to  Richmond  in  the  same  gang  in 
which  I  was  sent.  I  saw  these  women  on  the 
march  for  llichmond,  lying  on  the  bare  ground 
and  in  the  drenching  rain.  That  is  the  way  the 
Confederates  treat  our  soldiers  and  our  women. 

The  speaker  here  related  an  incident  of  the 
daughter  of  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Winchester, 
who  had  fallen  in  love  with  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  had 
married  him,  and  after  the  battle  had  asked  per- 
mission to  enter  the  fort  to  look  for  her  husband, 
who  fortunately  had  not  been  captured.  Said  the 
commander,  "  Is  your  husband  in  the  Federal 
army?  How  came  he  to  be  there?"  "Why," 
said  she,  "  he  was  there  when  I  married  him." 
"  You,"  said  he,  "  a  high-born  Southern  lady, 
marry  a  Federal  soldier !  Ain't  you  ashamed  of 
yourself?  "  With  a  look  of  as  much  indignation 
in  the  countenance  as  I  ever  saw  in  the  counte- 
nance of  any  lady  in  my  life,  she  answered  him, 
"  No,  sir !  I  am  proud  of  him."  In  a  short  time 
an  ambulance  was  sent  to  her  father's  house,  and 
she  was  notified  that  immediately  she  must  get 
into  it  and  start  for  llichmond.  She  could  not 
stay  within  the  rebel  lines.  She  must  be  sent 
north.  The  lady  who  was  proud  of  her  Federal 
soldier  sat  down  flat  in  the  ambulance,  and  rode 
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ninety-two  miles  to  Staunton.  I  shall  never  for- 
get, after  we  left  Staunton,  the  remarks  of  this 
lady.  At  nearly  every  station  that  we  came  to, 
the  rebels  crowded  upon  the  platforms  to  see 
these  monstrous  creatures  called  Yankees.  After 
we  commenced  our  march  from  Winchester,  we 
reached  Staunton,  ninety-two  miles,  in  four  days. 
The  first  loaf  of  bread  we  bought  we  paid  two 
dollars  for,  and  we  paid  the  same  price  for  a  little 
bucketful  of  milk.  At  night  we  had  a  stick  of 
wood  or  a  stone  for  a  pillow.  When  we  sent 
rebel  prisoners  to  Martinsburg,  twenty-three 
miles,  we  sent  them  in  wagons  ;  but  here  were 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  Captains,  Chaplains,  and  Sur- 
geons marched  the  whole  distance  on  foot,  except 
when  one  of  the  guards  got  tired  of  riding,  and 
would  let  some  one  ride  his  horse  a  short  distance. 
We  arrived  in  Richmond  towards  night,  of  a  dark*, 
drizzly,  damp  day,  and  there  we  were  separated 
from  the  ladies  who  went  down  with  us.  The 
ladies  were  sent  to  Castle  Thunder,  and  we  were 
sent  to  Libby  Prison.  This  Libby  Prison  stands 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  James  River,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  gets  its 
name  from  the  former  owners  of  the  building, 
"  Libby  &  Son."  It  was  formerly  used  for  a 
tobacco  house.  It  is  a  building  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  on  the  street,  and  one 
hundred  feet  back,  and  is  three  stories  high. 
There  are  nine  rooms,  all  about  of  a  size.  I 
should  suppose  that  in  the  basement  there  are  an 
equal  number  of  rooms.  There  is  not  a  sash  nor 
a  glass  in  a  window  in  that  building,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  room  that  has  been  used  for 
the  hospital.  I  presume  our  officers  Avho  are 
there  to-day,  while  we  are  here  comfortable  in 
this  room,  are  without  either  sash  or  glass  in  the 
windows.  In  the  room  that  I  was  in,  which  was 
one  hundred  feet  long  by  fifty  feet  wide,  there 
were  fifteen  openings  for  windows,  but  no  sash  or 
glass  in  any  of  them. 

We  were  conducted  into  the  office  of  that 
building,  Captain  Turner's  room.  (By  the  by, 
let  me  say  to  you,  that  if  ever  Captain  Turner 
falls  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  Union  officers 
that  have  been  confined  in  that  prison  it  will  be 
a  sad  day  for  him.)  He  is  a  man  that  is  entirely 
devoid  of  humanity.  There  is  not  a  good  streak 
in  him,  from  the  ends  of  his  toes  clear  up  to  the 
ends  of  his  hair.  He  has  another  man  under  his 
control  who  acts  as  inspector,  who  is  as  mean  a 
man  as  ever  the  Lord  let  live  anywhere,  and,  as 
they  say  down  in  Castle  Thunder,  if  the  devil 
does  not  get  him  there  is  no  use  in  having  & 
devil.  When  we  arrived  at  this  office  they  took 
•us  into  another  room,  where  the  process  of  search- 
ing commenced.  They  took  our  gum  blankets 
and  all  our  money,  provided  we  did  not  hide  it. 
Some  of  them  hid  their  money,  and,  by  keeping 
it  out  of  sight,  they  succeeded  in  taking  it  into 
prison  with  them.  From  me  they  received  ninety- 
one  dollars  in  greenbacks.  They  gave  rne  a  re- 
ceipt, and  stated  to  us  that  all  our  money  should 
be  returned  to  us  when  we  left  the  prison.  But 
it  so  happened,  as  they  said,  that  they  got  a  de- 
spatch only  an  hour  before  we  had  to  leave,  and 


all  our  money  was  in  the  hands  of  the  quarter- 
master, and  he  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  town  ; 
and,  with  all  the  good  wishes  they  had  for  me, 
and  my  fellow-chaplains,  and  much  as  they  pro- 
fessed to  desire  the  return  of  the  money,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  do  it.  So  we  came  off  without 
the  money.  [A  voice  —  "I  thought  they  did  not 
like  greenbacks."]  They  are  as  greedy  for  green- 
backs as  a  pig  is  for  green  corn.  I  tell  you  that 
the  guards  of  the  prison  would  roll  up  Confeder- 
ate money,  and  put  little  stones  in  it,  so  that  they 
could  throw  it,  and  we  would  throw  down  green- 
backs in  exchange.  They  were  punished  severely 
if  caught  at  it,  but  with  all  their  care,  and  every- 
thing they  could  do  to  stop  it,  we  could  get  all 
the  money  exchanged  that  we  had ;  and  if  we 
had  had  ten  times  as  much  we  could  have  got  it 
exchanged.  As  a  punishment,  they  reduced  some 
officers  to  the  ranks,  and  did  all  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  to  stop  the  circulation  of  greenbacks  ; 
for  whenever  a  Confederate  gets  greenbacks 
enough  to  pay  his  way  out,  he  is  almost  sure  to 
desert ;  and  that  is  one  reason  why  they  wish  to 
keep  greenbacks  away  from  them. 

When  we  were  searched  we  were  sent  up  stairs, 
and  there  I  heard  one  cry  I  shall  never  forget,  as 
it  rung  in  my  ears  :  "  Fresh  fish  !  fresh  fish  ! "  I 
thought  we  were  to  have  fine  living  if  we  were  to 
have  fresh  fish  every  day ;  but  as  soon  as  I  got  up 
I  found  that  we  were  the  fresh  fish  they  were 
talking  about.  When  we  entered  the  prison  we 
were  called  Milroy's  thieves,  for  they  had  a  terri- 
ble spite  at  Milroy.  They  said  if  they  had  only 
got  him  they  would  have  torn  him  in  pieces. 
Seeing  that  they  had  not  got  Milroy,  they  must 
have  somebody  upon  whom  to  vent  their  spite. 
When  Colonel  Streight  was  first  brought  in  they 
vented  their  spite  on  him.  The  Governor  of 
Alabama  issued  a  requisition  that  Colonel  Streight 
and  all  his  officers  should  be  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  authorities,  to  be  tried  by.  the  laws  of  Ala- 
bama, and  executed.  They  endeavored  to  intimi- 
date them.  Well,  when  we  came  in  they  changed 
their  spite  from  Colonel  Streight  to  Milroy's  men. 
They  were  all  bad  men.^  They  must  not  buy  a 
single  thing.  We  must  not  buy  any  coffee,  or 
tea,  or  sugar,  or  bread,  or  anything  at  all.  They 
were  going  to  put  us  on  the  scantiest  rations  and 
the  strictest  discipline.  They  were  very  angry 
towards  us.  The  first  scene  that  I  witnessed  in 
Libby  Prison  made  a  strong  impression  upon  me. 
A  surgeon,  Dr.  Pierce,  a  fine  young  man  that  had 
travelled  with  me  on  the  march  from  Winchester 
down  to  Staunton,  and  from  Staunton  to  Libby 
Prison,  and  after  we  had  got  there,  on  a  hot  day 
in  June,  sat  down  in  the  window  and  put  his  head 
out  to  breathe  the  fresh  air.  The  guard  on  the 
street,  passing  by,  ordered  him  to  take  his  head 
in,  but  he  did  not  hear  him.  It  was  said  that  the 
guard  repeated  the  order,  but  he  did  not  hear 
him.  I  heard  the  crack  of  a  musket,  and  saw  the 
bullet  strike  in  the  sleeper  joist,  just  above  Dr. 
Pierce.  By  the  good  providence  of  God,  it  barely 
missed  him.  I  assure  you  we  took  care  how  we 
put  our  heads  out  of  the  windows  after  that.  At 
Castle  Lightning,  opposite  to  Castle  Thunder,  a 
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guard  fired  upon  a  soldier  at  the  window,  the  ball 
taking  effect  in  the  arm,  and  he  was  brought  to 
the  hospital. 

The  second  scene  that  I  witnessed  in  Libby 
Prison,  was  the  selection  of  Captains  Sawyer  and 
Flynn,  to  be  executed  in  the  place  of  those  two 
that  were  shot  for  recruiting  within  our  lines  by 
the  order  of  General  Burnside.  An  order  came 
into  our  rooms  that  all  the  captains  should  report 
below,  and  there  was  a  gay  time  among  them. 
They  said,  Now  we  are  going  to  be  paroled,  and 
go  home.  There  was  a  smile  upon  every  counte- 
nance, and  we  said  to  one  another,  don't  you  wish 
you  was  a  Captain.  I  do.  I  would  like  to  leave 
this  place  and  go  home.  Seventy-five  captains, 
with  light  hearts  and  happy  countenances,  passed 
down  stairs  into  one  of  the  lower  rooms.  When 
they  got  down  there,  one  of  the  officers  came  in 
with  an  order  from  General  Winder,  that  from 
this  number,  then  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  two 
were  to  be  selected  by  lot  to  be  executed  in  retal- 
iation for  the  two  that  were  shot  by  General 
Burnside.  They  stood  there  around  the  room  in  a 
circle.  A  box  was  placed  in  the  centre,  and  in 
that  box  was  put  the  lots.  Two  of  the  chaplains 
in  the  prison  with  me  came  down  to  witness  the 
drawing  of  these  lots.  Old  Father  Browrn,  a  man 
whose  head  is  almost  as  white  as  snow,  Chaplain 
of  the  Sixth  Maryland  regiment,  was  the  man 
who  was  to  draw  the  lots.  The  lots  fell  upon 
Captain  Flynn  and  Captain  Sawyer :  one  was 
from  New  Jersey  and  the  other  from  Indiana.  I 
did  think  then  that  it  was  exceedingly  singular 
that  as  New  Jersey  and  Indiana  had  been  more 
Butternut  than  any  two  other  states,  that  the  lot 
should  fall  upon  them.  I  thought  it  something 
singular,  and  so  it  was.  I  hope  these  states  have 
since  redeemed  themselves.  The  lots  were  drawn 
and  the  captains  returned.  There  was  a  solem- 
nity upon  the  countenances  of  the  captains  that  I 
never  saw  upon  the  countenances  of  men  before. 
To  go  into  the  battle-field,  and  stand  before  the 
cannon's  mouth  and  before  musketry,  and  even  to 
shout  in  the  charge  and  die  upon  the  battle-field, 
seems  to  be  something  glorious,  and  men  go  into 
it  with  spirit  and  with  nerve ;  but  to  be  drawn 
by  lot,  and  deliberately  executed,  was  something 
for  a  brave  man  to  face. 

I  saw  men,  who  had  braved  every  danger,  quail 
under  the  idea  of  being  thus  selected  for  execu- 
tion. 

These  men  have  never  been  executed  yet,  and 
they  never  will.  For  our  government  holds  Gen- 
eral Lee  and  Captain  Winder  in  their  stead*  and 
we  say  to  them,  just  as  you  deal  with  Flynn  and 
Sawyer  so  we  will  deal  with  Lee  and  Winder. 

The  third  scene  that  transpired  in  Libby 
Prison  was  in  regard  to  Colonel  Powell,  who,  in 
an  engagement  with  the  rebels,  had  been  shot 
through  the  breast,  and  it  was  supposed  that  he 
would  die.  The  Confederates  came  upon  him 
where  he  was  lying  in  his  gore,  and  wanted  to 
butcher  him  in  cold  blood.  He  was  sent  to  Rich- 
mond and  put  into  the  hospital.  He  had  been 
in  the  hospital  about  two  weeks,  when  the  man 
Turner  took  him  down  into  the  basement  of  the 


building,  and  opened  the  door  of  a  dark  damp 
ceil,  and  said  to  him,  "  Get  in  there."  Colonel 
Powell  said,  "  Sir,  for  what  am  I  to  be  put  in 
there  ?  "  Turner  said,  "  God  d — n  you,  get  in 
there  !  you  will  know  before  you  get  out  what 
you  are  in  there  for."  He  went  into  the  cell,  and 
we  got  word  of  it  in  the  upper  part  of  the  build- 
ing, and  one  of  our  number  got  down  below,  and 
Colonel  Powell  got  a  chance  to  send  a  slip  of 
paper  to  us,  saying,  ".I  am  here  in  a  cell ;  I  have 
nothing  to  read  ;  I  have  only  a  few  leaves  of 
Matthew,  which  I  have  got  by  heart.  I  can  hear 
you  pray  and  sing  up  there  in  the  officers'  room. 
Pray  louder  and  sing  louder :  I  want  to  hear  you." 
Well,  wre  began  to  inquire  how  he  came  to  be  in 
this  cell.  Finally,  we  asked  General  Winder  why 
he  was  in  the  cell.  The  General  replied  that  he 
did  not  know  why  it  was,  and  General  Jones 
knew  nothing  about  it ;  and  said  he  had  given 
no  such  order.  Our  government,  after  a  time, 
got  word  of  it,  and  they  informed  the  rebels  that 
unless  Colonel  Powell  was  released  from  that  cell, 
an  officer  of  equal  rank  would  be  put  in  the  same 
condition ;  and  then  Colonel  Powell  came  out  of 
the  cell,  having  been  put  there  simply  upon  Tur- 
ner's authority,  and  because  he  had  the  power  to 
do  it.  A  truer,  better,  and  nobler  man  never 
lived.  A  better  soldier  never  drew  a  sword  in 
battle.  His  regiment  is  the  Second  Virginia 
cavalry.  It  happened  that  the  whole  regiment 
was  recruited  in  Ohio  ;  but  at  that  time  our  gov- 
ernment had  no  need  of  cavalry,  but  was  willing 
to  accept  them  as  a  regiment  of  infantry.  They 
crossed  the  Ohio  and  "tendered  their  services  to 
Governor  Pierpont,  of  Virginia,  who  received 
them  and  commissioned  the  officers,  calling  them 
the  Second  Virginia  cavalry,  and  in  this  way 
Ohio  loses  in  the  count  one  thousand  two  hundred 
men.  I  have  seen  men  confined  in  the  dungeon 
two  days,  on  bread  and  water,  for  spitting  on  the 
floor  of  that  old  tobacco  house.  I  have  seen  a 
member  of  the  Eighty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment confined  in  one  of  these  cells  five  weeks, 
until  his  clothes  were  mouldy. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  against  me.  They  said 
there  was  abundance  of  evidence  against  me,  but 
I  was  suffered  to  go  with  the  other  chaplains,  and 
I  never  heard  much  more  about  the  charge. 
They  permitted  me  to  fare  as  well  as  the  rest  of 
the  officers,  and  to  choose  the  soft  side  of  a  plank 
to  sleep  on.  When  a  friend  came  in  to  see  us  we 
could  not  offer  him  a  chair  or  a  stool ;  we  had  to 
sit  on  the  floor. 

Among  our  number  in  prison  we  had  one  who 
amused  himself  in  sketching.  He  would  sketch 
the  new-comer  in  his  first  observation  of  the 
prison ;  next,  as  he  sat  down  to  meditate  on  his 
condition  ;  then,  with  a  rebel  paper  in  his  hands 
reading  rebel  news ;  then,  disgusted  with  rebel- 
dom,  as  he  laid  himself  down  to  seek  some  repose. 
There  he  lay,  stretched  on  the  floor,  perhaps  with- 
out a  blanket,  and  a  stick  of  wood  for  a  pillow. 
There  he  lay  down  to  repose.  Next  he  made  a 
discovery,  and  that  was,  that  there  was  one  of 
those  great  graybacks  at  work,  about  as  big  as  a 
large  grain  of  wheat.  We  understood  the  gray- 
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back  process  pretty  well.  The  Castle  Thunder 
poetry  said  that  the  lice  were  so  big  that  they 
themselves  became  lousy. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  July  we  determined,  in 
Libby  Prison,  to  have  a  celebration,  and  by  odds 
and  ends  and  scraps  among  the  officers  then 
in  Libby  Prison,  we  gathered  together  material 
enough  to  make  a  Union  flag  —  the  stars  and 
stripes.  We  had  to  make  it  very  secretly.  We 
then  appointed  our  committees,  and  had  corre- 
spondents, one  from  one  of  the  Cincinnati  papers, 
and  one  from  the  New  York  Tribune.  We  had 
men  of  talent,  and  we  drew  up  a  set  of  resolutions, 
and  had  everything  in  readiness  in  one  of  the 
upper  rooms,  with  our  flag  spread  out  over  us, 
when  up  came  a  rebel  surgeon  and  pulled  down 
our  flag,  and  vetoed  everything  that  we  had  in 
progress  —  and  we  had  to  submit  to  it. 

Many  ask  us  what  we  had  to  eat  in  prison. 
The  officers  drew  a  half-ration  loaf  of  bread  every 
day,  and  three  ounces  of  meat.  The  officers  had 
meat  that  was  fit  to  eat,  although  none  of  the  fat- 
test and  best,  but  it  was  not  of  that  kind  of  beeves 
mentioned  in  the  Castle  Thunder  poetry,  that  had 
to  be  killed  to  save  their  lives.  We  also  got  a 
small  amount  of  rice,  or  some  black-eyed  beans. 
The  peas  were  of  a  curious  variety.  They  were 
live  peas.  Some  of  the  men  did  not  seem  to  care  ; 
they  said  it  made  the  soup  thicker.  For  drink  we 
had  the  pure  extract  of  James  River,  always  warm 
and  never  cold,  sometimes  thick  and  sometimes 
thin.  The  soldiers  confined  on  Belle  Island  are 
nearly  starved,  or  fed  on  tainted  meat.  If  a  man 
has  money  he  can  send  out  and  buy  a  barrel  of 
potatoes  for  sixteen  dollars,  a  barrel  of  flour  for 
forty  dollars,-  a  pound  of  sugar  for  three  dol- 
lars, a  pound  of  coffee  for  ten  dollars.  On  Belle 
Island  there  are  thousands  of  our  men  without 
clothing  to  keep  them  warm  ;  for  when  they  go  into 
a  battle  they  sometimes  lose  their  hats,  or  throw 
off  their  coats,  and  leave  their  blankets,  and  many 
of  these  men  are  destitute  of  sufficient  clothing  to 
keep  them  warm.  At  night  they  lie  down  upon 
the  sand,  without  any  blankets  to  keep  them 
warm,  and  nothing  but  the  great  canopy  of 
heaven  for  a  covering,  and  the  stars,  as  it  were, 
for  their  candle.  And  there  some  of  our  soldiers 
have  been,  month  after  month,  without  anything 
under  heaven  to  make  them  comfortable.  You 
pity  the  soldiers  in  our  own  hospitals  —  then,  my 
friend,  let  your  pity  go  to  our  soldiers  on  Belle 
Island.  They  are  there  sickening  and  dying  by 
tens,  twenties,  and  by  hundreds.  Here  before 
you  to-night,  and  before  God,  at  whose  judgment 
bar  I  must  stand,  it  is  murder  for  those  Confeder- 
ates to  put  our  men  there  on  that  island  in  that 
condition,  and  our  government  should  take  some 
step  to  relieve  those  men  who  are  absolutely  being 
murdered  in  this  way. 

I  saw  your  townsman,  William  Hayes,  who  was  , 
on  Belle  Island,  and  had  been  brought  from  there  { 
to  the   hospital.     He  told  me  of  his  sufferings. 
Twice  he  was  paroled  to  be  sent  north,  but  he  was 
too  weak  to  go  to  the  depot.     Men  who  are  in  the 
hospital  are  put  in  an  ambulance  and  taken  to  the 
depot ;  but  if  they  are  on  Belle  Island  they  must 


walk.  Now  this  man  was  twice  paroled,  but  was 
too  weak  to  walk  to  the  cars  and  was  left  behind. 
Many  of  our  men  become  so  weak  that  a  num- 
ber of  them  join  together  to  help  one  another. 
William  Hayes  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  re- 
duced to  a  living  skeleton,  and  I  obtained  per- 
mission to  visit  him,  and  learned  of  his  trials  and 
sufferings,  and  received  his  message  to  his  family. 
In  view  of  eternity  just  before  him  he  was  cheer- 
ful and  contented,  with  the  hope  and  prospect  of 
glory  before  him.  But,  my  friends,  this  is  only  a 
single  instance  of  the  sacrifice  that  has  been  made, 
not  only  for  our  country,  but  as  a  sacrifice  to  rebel 
cruelty.  Our  boys  on  that  island,  instead  of  good 
provisions,  get  mule  meat,  or  tainted  meat,  that 
before  it  was  killed  was  as  poor  as  the  turkey  that 
had  to  lean  against  the  gate  post  to  gobble.  Many 
of  those  men  are  absolutely  starved,  and  left 
without  fuel,  water,  or  blankets.  There  are  about 
eight  thousand  brave  men  there,  many  of  them 
from  Ohio,  whose  sufferings  must  be  terrible. 
Can  you  wonder  that  my  sympathies  go  out  for 
those  suffering  men,  who  have  become  so  weak 
that  they  can  hardly  stand  upon  their  feet  ? 

Castle  Thunder  is  north-west  from  Libby  Prison, 
and  is  a  place  where  they  confine  both  men  and 
women.  Down  in  one  room  in  Castle  Thunder 
there  were  three  hundred  men.  This  room  runs 
the  entire  length  of  the  building,  and  was  about 
one  hundred  feet  long.  There  was  one  window 
in  the  end  of  the  room,  and  that  was  closely  cross- 
barred.  There  were  three  hundred  men  confined 
in  this  room,  and  two  of  them  were  in  an  entirely 
nude  state,  without  one  particle  of  clothing  on 
their  bodies.  They  had  been  there  two  years,  and 
what  little  clothing  they  had  when  they 'first  went 
in  had  worn  out  and  gone,  shred  by  shred,  until 
they  were  in  an  entirely  nude  condition.  They 
spent  the  winter  by  heating  sawdust  at  the  fire, 
and  then,  making  a  bed  like  pigs,  they  would  get 
into  it,  and  get  those  who  were  clothed  to  lie 
around  them,  to  keep  them  from  freezing  during 
the  winter. 

The  floors  of  the  prison  were  covered  with  two 
or  three  inches  of  sawdust,  and  having  but  one 
window  in  the  room,  only  a  few  could  get  to  it  to 
examine  their  clothes,  and,  as  a  consequence,  they 
became  so  covered  with  vermin  that  the  rebels 
had  to  take  them  out  into  the  yard  and  set  their 
negroes  to  scrubbing  them  off. 

When  the  rebels  heard  that  we  had  prayers  in 
Libby  Prison  they  scouted  the  idea,  and  came 
out  in  their  papers  against  us,  and  said  that  they 
would  just  as  soon  expect  that  God  would  hear 
the  cannibals  pray  as  to  hear  the  thieving  Yan- 
kees; and  they  wondered  at  our  temerity,  and 
referred  me  specially  to  the  second  chapter  of 
Romans,  twenty-first  verse,  and  advised  me  to 
read  it  before  I  prayed  any  more.  This  verse 
reads,  "Thou,  therefore,  which  teachest  another, 
teachest  thou  not  thyself?  thou  that  preachest  a 
man  should  not  steal,  dost  thou  steal  P "  They 
thought  to  be  accused  of  stealing  a  negro  was 
a  great  thing ;  and  when  they  thought  they  had  a 
special  case  they  wanted  to  make  a  special  example 
of  it.  They  forgot  how  the  rebel  leaders  perjured 
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themselves  with  an  oath  upon  them,  to  supprot  the 
Constitution  of  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States ;  how  they  plotted  treason  against 
the  government,  and  had  stolen  all  our  arms, 
robbed  the  treasury,  stolen  our  ships,  forts,  and 
arsenals  from  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  yet  they  accused  me  of  stealing,  when  they 
were  the  greatest  thieves  that  ever  trod  on  God's 
footstool.  Men  complain  of  Lincoln  tyranny, 
and  they  talk  of  the  Lincoln  despotism.  This  has 
been  their  hue  and  cry. 

I  tell  you  to-night,  my  friends,  that  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy the  jails  and  penitentiaries  are  full  to  over- 
flowing. There  is  not  room  to  put  the  men.  If 
they  had  tried  me  by  the  law  of  Virginia,  and  sen- 
tenced me  to  ten  years'  imprisonment  in  the  pen- 
itentiary in  Richmond,  they  would  have  had  to 
build  a  room  for  me.  What  is  true  of  Richmond 
is  true  of  the  rest  of  the  South.  The  jails  are  full 
of  men  who  love  their  country  and  the  stars  and 
stripes  ;  men  who  would  not  swear  by  Jeff  Davis  ; 
who  would  not  take  an  oath  to  support  the  South- 
ern Confederacy ;  men  who  prefer  to  lie  in  prison 
and  rot,  than  support  such  a  government  as  that ; 
and  yet  with  all  this,  thousands  of  good  Union 
men  are  found  in  the  South  besides  those  who 
have  been  imprisoned  for  their  loyalty,  or  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood.  You  talk  about  Lincoln 
despotism  !  No  man  ever  lost  his  life  under  Lin- 
coln tyranny.  I  wish  you  knew  something  about 
tyranny.  I  have  seen  them  come  into  churches, 
where  men  were  quietly  worshipping,  and  take 
conscripts  out  of  the  church  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and'  force  them  into  the  rebel  army ;  take 
them  away  from  the  house  of  God  —  take  their 
sons,  brothers,  husbands,  and  march  them  off  to 
camp.  That  is  the  way  they  do  down  South. 
They  conscript  everything  there  :  old  men,  young 
men,  and  boys,  into  the  army,  and  they  all  have 
to  go,  or  go  to  prison. 

Now  a  word  about  their  pay.  These  rebel  sol- 
diers get  eleven  dollars  per  month  in  Confederate 
money,  and  a  barrel  of  potatoes  costs  sixteen  dol- 
lars, a  barrel  of  flour  forty  dollars.  How  much 
can  these  rebel  soldiers  do  towards  supporting 
their  families  ?  Their  wages  amount  to  about  two 
and  a  half  or  three  cents  per  day  for  their  services, 
and  yet,  by  the  tyranny  of  their  government,  they 
are  forced  from  their  homes  and  their  families, 'into 
the  rebel  ranks. 

Some  of  the  men  of  this  country  complain  about 
their  heavy  taxes,  and  how  much  they  have  got 
to  pay  to  carry  on  this  war.  The  rebel  is  taxed 
one  tenth  of  all  that  he  may  raise  to  support  the 
government,  and  if  the  government  should  need 
the  balance  they  compel  him  to  sell  it  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  price  that  they  see  fit  to  put  on 
it.  Thus  you  see  they  take  one  tenth  without 
giving  anything,  and  fix  their  own  price  on  the 
balance,  and  pay  for  it  in  Confederate  money. 
Should  you  ever  come  under  such  a  tyranny  as 
that,  you  will  then  know  what  tyranny  is  ;  but 
God  forbid  that  you  should  ever  be  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rebels  under  the  Jeff  Davis  tyranny ; 
and  under  this  tyranny  the  rebel  soldier,  if  he  goes 


forward  he  dies,  and  if  he  turns  back  he  dies. 
Death  stares  him  in  the  face  turn  and  look  which 
way  he  will,  and  the  rebel  soldier,  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient food,  is  pale  and  haggard,  and  they  look 
gloomy  and  disconsolate. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  determination 
of  the  rebel  leaders  to  push  this  war  to  the  bitter, 
bitter  end,  and  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  establish  their  independence  ;  arid  he  would  say 
that  the  more  we  do  to  raise  men  and  support  this 
administration  and  sustain  the  government,  the 
sooner  will  this  rebellion  be  put  down.  There  is 
no  other  way  but  to  fight  it  through.  There  is 
no  peace  on  this  continent  but  in  the  restoration 
of  the  Union  and  in  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  that  when  I  again 
saw  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  in  the  breeze,  it 
was  a  blessed  sight ;  and  when  we  were  to  be 
delivered  to  the  United  States  authorities,  my 
heart  beat  rapidly.  I  was  nervous  and  excited. 
I  thought  that  after  all  something  might  come  up, 
and  that  we  might  have  to  be  marched  back  to 
Libby  Prison.  I  did  not  fully  decide  the  ques- 
tion then  whether  I  would  die  on  the  spot  or  go 
back. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  rebel  soldiery, 
and  believed  that  many  of  them  were  not  true  to 
the  South,  and  only  waited  for  deliverance  from 
their  tyranny  ;  and  that  all  over  the  South,  as  soon 
as  our  armies  advanced  in  sufficient  force,  thou- 
sands of  Union  men  would  rise  up  and  assert  their 
allegiance  to  the  old  government. 

Among  the  many  incidents  related  by  the  speak- 
er, we  refer  to  a  single  instance  of  an  infidel  Sur- 
geon, who  said  that  he  had  never  seen  but  one 
passage  of  Scripture  fulfilled  in  Libby  Prison,  and 
that  was,  "  Seek  and  ye  shall  find"  'After  we  had 
been  in  prison  for  some  time,  and  had  been  pray- 
ing for  the  prison  doors  to  be  opened,  the  Surgeon 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and  said  we  had  been  pray- 
ing a  long  time  that  the  prison  doors  might  be 
opened,  and  that  we  had  got  no  answer  to  our 
prayer ;  while  the  prospect  was  that  the  surgeons, 
on  account  of  the  great  need  of  their  services  in 
the  army,  would  be  delivered  in  preference  to 
chaplains.  ^  Yet  the  prison  doors  were  opened,  and' 
the  chaplains  stepped  out,  while  the  surgeons 
were  left  behind.  1  declare  to  you  to-night,  my 
friends,  that  I  believe  my  deliverance  was  in  an- 
swer to  the  prayers  of  God's  people  in  my  behalf. 
The  speaker  urged  upon  all  the  value  «of  prayer 
for  the  soldiers  and  the  captives,  and  the  necessity 
of  all  loyal  men  doing  all  in  their  power  to  assist 
in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  who 
are  fighting  the  battles  of  our  country. 


Doc.  11. 

ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER  EXPEDITION. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  BREESE. 

UNITKD  STATES  GUNBOAT  OTTAWA,  ) 
OFF  BAY  POINT,  May  28,  180-1.     \ 

Sin :    In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of 
the  twenty-second  instant,  I  got  under  way  in 


200 


REBELLION    RECORD,   1882-64. 


this  vessel,  with  the  Columbine  in  company,  and 
proceeded  to  Picolata,  where  I  had  a  consultation 
with  General  Gordon  on  the  subject  of  the  expe- 
dition. It  was  arranged  that  I  should  take  two 
hundred  and  seventy  troops  on  board  this  vessel 
and  one  hundred  on  board  the  Columbine,  and 
proceed  with  them  opposite  to  Pilatka,  and  there 
land  them  :  the  Columbine  to  retain  thirty  of  hers 
on  board  as  a  guard.  The  steamer  Houghton 
accompanied  us  with  General  Gordon  and  about 
three  hundred  men.  At  4.15  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
Pilatka,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked,  and 
the  Columbine  and  this  vessel  proceeded  up  the 
river.  I  sent  the  Columbine  ahead,  as  she  was 
the  faster,  and  the  object  was  to  reach  Volusia  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  Columbine  was  protected 
by  fifty  sand  bags  and  some  bales  of  hay.  I  en- 
joined caution  on  the  Captain,  and  directed  him  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Volusia,  and  take 
our  troops  on  board  if  they  were  there,  and  return 
immediately ;  and  if  they  had  been  captured  to 
return  at  once.  The  understanding  between  the 
General  and  myself  was,  that  I  should  go  on  up  as 
far  as  the  pilot  could  take  the  vessel,  which  I  thought 
would  be  about  Brown's  Landing,  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  above  Dunn's  Creek.  At  7.20  P.  M. 
of  the  twenty-second  instant  I  came  to  anchor 
off  Brown's  Landing,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  distant,  and  just  astern  of  us  the  Houghton 
anchored.  Not  knowing  why  she  came  up,  I  took 
the  dingey  and  went  on  board  to  ascertain,  when 
I  was  informed  that  the  General  thought  it  best 
that  she  should  be  under  the  protection  of  this 
vessel  during  the  absence  of  the  troops.  I  had 
scarcely  been  told  this  when  I  was  startled  by  the 
report  of  a  field-piece  fired  at  the  Ottawa.  I  im- 
mediately jumped  into  my  boat  and  returned  to 
the  ship  before  she  had  fired  a  shot  in  return ; 
but  she  was  all  prepared,  and  in  the  act  of  firing. 
At  7.50  engaged  the  enemy,  and  fired  by  the  flash 
of  their  guns ;  we  could  distinguish  nothing  else. 
The  enemy  had  four  field-pieces,  of  from  six  to 
twelve  pounders  I  should  judge,  and  fired  shell, 
grape,  and  solid  shot  at  us  and  the  Houghton. 
The  firing  was  quite  rapid  at  first  and  very  accu- 
rate, but  after  the  third  discharge  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-pounder  rifle  they  ceased  firing  en- 
tirely, and  retreated  I  presume. 

This  vessel  was  struck  by  grape  thirty-seven 
times,  and  received  a  shell  through  the  smoke- 
stack, carrying  away  also  the  mainstay;  fortu- 
nately there  were  no  casualties.  The  chain  was 
shipped  as  soon  as  possible  to  get  the  vessel  in 
motion,  as  we  were  too  good  a  target  for  them. 
The  firing  was  continued  on  our  side  until  9.20  P.  M., 
some  time  after  the  enemy  had  ceased,  because  I 
was  not  certain  but  what  he  might  be  lurking  some- 
where on  the  banks,  and  I  spread  the  fire  along  the 
river.  At  9.45  P.  M.  anchored  off'  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Creek.  At  nine  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-third, 
got  under  Avay  and  weighed  anchor,  which  had 
been  shipped.  The  vessel  was  not  again  fired 
upon.  The  landing  would  scarcely  be  noticed, 
the  woods  were  very  dense,  and  the  undergrowth 
extends  to  the  water's  edge.  I  do  not  know 
whether  we  inflicted  any  damage  upon  the  enemy 


or  not,  but  presume  we  did,  or  he  would  not  have 
ceased  firing  so  soon.  I  did  not  feel  justified  in 
landing  a  boat,  as  it  would  be  in  the  way  if  fired 
upon.  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  testify  to  the 
spirited  and  manly  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth  a  messen- 
ger arrived  from  General  Gordon,  informing  me 
that  all  had  been  accomplished  by  the  expedition 
that  could  be,  and  that  he  wished  this  vessel  to 
return  to  Pilatka  and  embark  the  troops  she  had 
landed  there,  and  that  he  had'  sent  a  messenger  to 
the  Columbine  to  return.  I  immediately  returned 
to  Pilatka,  and  anchored  at  5.20  P.  M.  I  then  saw 
an  orderly  from  General  Gordon,  informing  me 
that  as  the  Houghton  was  not  there  he  had  con- 
cluded to  go  by  land  to  Orange  Mills,  and  there 
embark  the  troops.  I  remained  at  anchor  all 
night,  with  the  hope  that  the  Columbine  would 
return,  but  heard  nothing  of  her.  At  11.10  A.  M., 
on  the  twenty-fourth,  anchored  at  Orange  Mills,  but 
found  no  troops ;  the  General  had  embarked  part 
of  his  men  on  board  of  the  Houghton,  and  the  re- 
mainder he  had  marched  across  to  Picolata.  It  left 
me  in  an  awkward  position,  as  the  vessel  could 
not  float  across  the  flats.  I  received  on  board 
seven  stragglers  left  behind  at  Pilatka  and  from 
Orange  Mills,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourty-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh 
New  York  volunteers.  On  the  twenty-eighth  in- 
stant crossed  the  flats  unassisted,  and  anchored 
off  Bay  Point,  agreeably  to  your  order. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  report  of  ammunition 
expended  in  the  engagement  with  the  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LIVINGSTON  BREESE, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N. 

Commander  GE©.  H.  BALCH, 
Commanding  St.  John's  River  Flotilla,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Doc.  12. 

EXPEDITION  TO   CUT  THE  CHARLESTON 
AND   SAVANNAH  RAILROAD. 

REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  DAHLGREN. 

FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  J 
PORT  ROYAL  HARBOR,  May  28, 1861.     \ 

SIR  :  Since  my  last  nothing  of  importance  has 
occurred.  The  blockade  is  maintained  as  well  as 
it  can  be  with  the  present  force. 

In  the  St.  John's  our  positions  are  undisturbed, 
attention  being  given  to  tracing  out  the  torpedoes 
which  the  rebels  are  so  industriously  engaged  in 
placing  about  the  channel,  and  have  already  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  three  transports  by  the  army. 

On  the  twentieth  Captain  Batch  writes  to  me : 

"  From  information  received,  by  deserters,  it  is 
believed  that  the  force  immediately  in  front  of 
Jacksonville  has  been  much  reduced ;  but  whether 
our  force  here  is  strong  enough  to  make  an  ad- 
vance is  somewhat  doubtful." 

When  I  returned  here,  on  the  twenty-second, 
from  Ossabaw,  I  found  an  expedition  preparing  by 
General  Birney,  to  ascend  a  certain  stream  and 
sever  the  railroad. 

My  cooperation  being  asked,  I  directed  Lieu- 
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tenant-Commander  Stone  to  take  the  McDonough, 
(Lieutenant-Commander  Phythian,)  and  the  Hale, 
Acting  Master  C.  F.  Mitchell,  and  render  what- 
ever aid  might  be  needed.  The  Dai-Ching,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Chaplin,  was  to  assist  as  far  as 
circumstances  permitted.  Two  boat  howitzers  and 
a  detachment  of  marines  were  added. 

The  expedition  left  this  place  on  Wednesday, 
and  early  on  Friday  the  army  transports  returned. 

I  was  telegraphed  that  the  affair  was  a  failure, 
with  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  army  of  a  fine 
transport  steamer,  the  Boston,  which  grounded 
under  fire,  and  was  destroyed  to  prevent  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  ;  some  lives  were  lost, 
and  about  sixty  horses  were  burned. 

The  Hale  and  McDonough  did  not  return  until 
the  afternoon,  not  having  been  informed  of  the 
retreat  of  the  troops. 

The  reports  of  the  commanding  naval  officers 
show  that  the  gunboats  did  the  part  assigned  them 
satisfactorily,  and  without  loss. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Sto-ne  was  senior  officer 
in  command ;  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin 
commanded  the  Dai-Ching;  Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Phythian  commanded  the  McDonough;  and 
Acting  Master  Mitchell  the  E.  B.  Hale.  I  enclose 
the  reports  of  these  officers. 

Captain  Boutelle,  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Survey,  with  his  usual  zeal,  accompanied  the  gun- 
boats in  the  Vixen,  and  skilfully  piloted  them 
along  the  windings  of  the  narrow  channel. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  my  acknowl- 
edgments to  the  eminent  head  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey, Professor  Bache,  for  the  many  advantages 
which  I  have  derived,  while  in  command  here, 
from  the  accurate  surveys  executed  by  his  orders. 
Their  scientific  and  practical  excellence  have  never 
been  surpassed  in  any  country,  and  have  rendered 
them  invaluable  in  conducting  operations  in  this 
quarter.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear- Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  LIEUT.-COM.  E.  E.  STONE. 

UNITED  STATES  STKAMER  VIXEN,  OFF  MOUTH  OF  \ 
SOUTH  EDISTO  RIVER,  S.  C.,  May  25, 186-i.     j 

SIR  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  im- 
mediately prepare  to  accompany  General  Birney 
up  the  Ashapoo  River.  Captain  Boutelle,  U.  S. 
Coast  Survey,  informs  me  that  you  will  have  no 
trouble  until  you  arrive  at  Bennett's  Point,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mosquito  Creek,  (marked  A  in 
the  accompanying  tracing,)  at  which  point  you 
may  find  some  difficulty  in  turning,  after  which 
you  will  find  the  channel  on  the  port  hand.  The 
object  of  your  going  is  to  act  as  a  cover  and  feint. 

General  Birney  will  land  to-night  at  the  mouth 
of  Mosquito  Creek,  and  take  up  his  line  of  march 
on  the  road  towards  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
Railroad,  which  it  is  his  intention  to  cut  if  possible. 
You  will  please  communicate  with  the  General, 
and  render  every  assistance  in  your  power,  having 


due  regard  to  the  safety  of  your  ship.  When  the 
expedition  returns  you  will  resume  your  station. 

I  shall  proceed  up  the  South  Edisto  with  the 
Vixen,  McDonough,  and  Hale,  and  to-morrow 
morning  open  on  Willstown  if  I  can  get  near 
enough  ;  therefore  you  will  understand  any  heavy 
firing  in  that  direction. 

I  send  you  a  tracing  of  the  proposed  route  and 
points : 

A.  Bennett's  Point. 

B.  As  far  as  I  think  it  prudent  for  you  to  go. 

C.  The  point  at  which  I  propose  to  land  two 
howitzers  and  a  few  marines,  in  case  I  cannot  get 
up  to  Willstown  with  the  vessels. 

Proposed  route  of  General  Birney. 
You  will  find  General  Birney  on  board  of  the 
Plato,  a  small  side-wheel  steamer. 
Hoping  you  will  have  a  merry  time, 
I  remain  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
EDWARD  E.  STONE, 

Lieutenant-Commander  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieut.-Com.  J.  C.  CHAPLIN, 
U.  S.  Steamer  Dai-Ching. 

REPORT    OF  LIEUT.-COM.  E.  E.  STONE. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CHIPPEWA,  ) 
PORT  ROYAL  HARBOR,  S.  C.,  May  27, 1804.     ) 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  twenty- 
fourth-instant,  I  proceeded  with  the  McDonough, 
Hale,  and  Vixen,  to  and  up  the  South  Edisto 
River,  as  far  as  Governor  Aiken's  plantation,  on 
Jehossee  Island,  at  which  point  I  landed  the  ma- 
rines and  two  howitzers  on  field  carriages,  who 
were  ordered  to  cross  the  plantation  to  a  point  as 
near  Willstown  as  they  could  get.  I  sent  a  boat 
to  the  point  agreed  upon  with  General  Birney, 
with  the  expectation  of  communicating  with  him, 
but  was  disappointed,  no  vidette  having  been  found. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  at  thirty- 
five  minutes  past  seven,  I  opened  with  the  howit- 
zers on  Willstown,  and  in  the  supposed  direction 
of  the  battery,  which  we  afterwards  discovered 
from  the  window  of  one  of  the  mills,  but  entirely 
out  of  range.  As  soon  as  the  fog  lifted,  the  ves- 
sels were  ordered  up  as  far  as  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent to  go,  and  fire  opened  at  half  past  eleveji  in 
the  direction  of  the  battery  and  houses  at  Wills- 
town,  by  the  rifle  guns  of  the  McDonough  and 
Hale.  After  firing  for  a  couple  of  hours  orders 
were  given  for  the  vessels  to  return  to  the  pre- 
vious anchorage,  and  for  the  marines  and  howit- 
zers to  fall  back  to  the  place  of  debarkation.  I 
despatched  an  armed  boat  through  Mosquito 
Creek  to  communicate  with  the  Dai-Ching,  be- 
ing anxious  to  learn  the  cause  of  a  large  fire  ob- 
served to  the  westward,  and  the  whereabouts  of 
General  Birney.  On  her  return,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  I  received 
the  melancholy  news  of  the  disaster  to  the  steamer 
Boston,  and  that  the  General  had  returned  to 
Port  Royal ;  whereupon  the  marines  and  how- 
itzers were  ordered  on  board,  and  at  daylight  we 
proceeded  down  the  river,  en  route  for  this  place, 
where  we  arrived  this  evening.'  For  the  details  of 
the  loss  of  the  Boston,  and  the  part  taken  by  the 
Dai-Ching,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  are  fully 
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set  forth  in  the  accompanying  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Chaplin.  Although  we  did 
not  meet  the  enemy,  I  am  confident,  from  the 
alacrity  and  cheerfulness  with  which  my  orders 
were  obeyed,  that  the  naval  portion  of  the  expe- 
dition would  have  brought  back  a  far  different 
account  than  that  which  must  be  told  of  the  army. 
Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy  of  my 
orders  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Chaplin,  and  a , 
sketch  showing  the  points  occupied  and  covered  | 
by  the  forces  under  my  command.  Hoping  I  have 
carried  out  your  instructions  to  your  entire  satis- 
faction, I  remain  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 

Lieutenant-Commander  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

REPORT    OF    LIEUT.-COM.  J.   C.    CHAPLIN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  DAI-CHING,  ) 
SAINT  HELENA  SOUND,  May  21,  1864.  j 

ADMIRAL  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Stone  to  cooperate  with  Gen- 
eral Birney,  in  his  expedition  to  cut  the  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  Railroad,  I  have  to  report  as 
follows  : 

The  transports,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bos- 
ton, arrived  here  at  half  past  six  P.  M.,  May  twen- 
ty-fifth. I  immediately  called  on  General  Bir- 
ney for  instructions,  telling  him  I  had  no  pilot, 
but  thought  I  could  find  one  on  Ash  Island.  He 
replied,  if  I  did  not  find  one  he  would  send  the 
Captain  of  the  transport  Wyoming  to  pilot  this 
vessel  up  in  the  morning ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
to  send  the  Wild  Cat  outside  to  bring  in  the  Bos- 
ton. All  the  steamers  proceeded  up  the  Ashapoo, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Boardman,  which  ground- 
ed near  the  mouth  of  the -river.  The  Boston  ar- 
rived about  this  time.  I  sent  Acting  Ensign 
Nelson  on  board  the  Boardman  to  render  assist- 
ance, as  he  knew  the  channel ;  Mr.  Nelson  after- 
wards went  on  board  of  the  Boston  to  pilot  her  to 
Bennett's  Point.  On  his  arrival  at  Mosquito 
Creek  he  informed  Colonel  Montgomery  that  that 
was^the  place  where  the  landing  was  to*  be  made. 
Colonel  Montgomery,  seeing  a  steamer  standing 
up  the  river,  said  his  orders  were  to  follow.  Mr. 
Nelson  said  he  could  pilot  no  farther.  The  Bos- 
ton still  kept  on,  and  got  in  shore,  under  Chap- 
man's battery,  about  midnight.  At  daylight,  a 
pilot  having  been  found,  I  started  up  the  river  to 
carry  out  my  orders ;  while  under  way  an  Aid  of 
General  Birney's  came  on  board  and  informed  me 
of  the  grounding  of  the  Boston,  and  the  General 
thought  it  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  get  up, 
and  to  send  our  pilot  and  two  boats  to  him.  The 
pilot  of  this  vessel  was  confident  he  could  carry 
the  ship  up  with  safety ;  then  the  Aid  said  I  had 
better  try  it,  as  we  could  render  them  valuable 
assistance  in  case  of  danger.  I  proceeded  at  once 
up  the  river  to  the  point  where  the  Boston  was  in 
shore,  and  on  my  arrival  found  the  enemy  firing 
briskly  on  her  from  the  battery,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  troops  ashore  in  the  marsh,  having  thrown 
away  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and,  in  many 


instances,  their  clothing.  I  immediately  opened 
fire  from  all  of  our  guns,  and  in  a  very  feAv  min- 
utes silenced  the  battery.  The  army  gunboat 
Plato  then  proceeded  to  the  Boston,  we  firing  oc- 
casionally for  two  hours  without  a  response. 

I  called  on  the  General  again,  and  asked  if  I 
could  be  of  service  in  getting  her  off,  or  saving 
public  property.  He  replied,  "  No  ;  "  that  he  had 
already  sent  one  of  the  Dai-Ching's  boats,  with 
one  of  his  own  officers  up  to  set  her  on  fire,  and 
requested  me  to  send  another  in  tow  of  the  Plato  ; 
however,  before  she  arrived  the  vessel  was  in 
flames,  having  on  board  some  sixty  horses. 

After  the  rebels  got  the  range,  every  shot  struck 
the  steamer ;  fortunately  none  were  killed  by  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  but  some  seven  or  eight  were 
drowned  in  their  'hurried  attempt  to  get  on  shore. 
It  was  supposed  she  had  been  struck  seventy  or 
eighty  times,  one  or  two  shots  going  through  her 
boiler.  The  colored  troops,  being  in  a  position 
where  they  could  not  return  the  fire,  seemed  to 
have  been  panic-stricken,  and  Mr.  Nelson  says  it 
was  as  much  as  the  officers  could  do  to  keep  them 
from  crowding  into  the  boats  and  swamping  them. 

At  eleven  A.  M.  the  General  started  down  to 
Bennett's  Point  to  embark  his  troops,  as  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  failed.  The  Dai-Ching 
followed  to  cover  embarkation.  At  two  P.  M.,  the 
troops  being  all  on  board  the  transports,  they 
started  down  the  river ;  we  followed,  covering  the 
retreat,  and  anchored  off  Otter  Island  at  3.30. 

It  was  the  impression  of  Acting  Ensigns  Nelson 
and  Sheppard  that  the  Boston  could  have  been 
gotten  off';  at  all  events,  the  horses  might  have 
been  saved,  as  the  Plato  was  alongside  of  her  for 
some  time  before  she  was  set  on  fire,  and  not  a 
shot  fired  at  them  by  the  rebels. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CHAPLIN, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Doc.  13. 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  STEAMER  COLUMBINE. 
REPORT    OF    REAR-ADMIRAL   DAHLGREN. 

FLAG-SHIP  PHILADELPHIA,        ) 

PORT  ROYAL  HARBOR,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,   > 

May  30,  1864.     ) 

SIR:  I  have  just  received,  by  the  courtesy  of 
General  Foster,  the  enclosed  despatches  to  him 
from  .General  Gordon,  now  commanding  the 
troops  at  Jacksonville,  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  Columbine  has  been  captured. 
The  loss  will  be  much  felt,  because  this  is  one  of 
the  few  steamers  that  I  have  of  such  light  draught. 
Captain  Balch  will,  no  doubt,  report  the  details 
when  he  gets  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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DESPATCH  OF  BEIG.-GEN.  G.  H.  GORDON. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  FLORIDA,   ) 
JACKSONVILLE,  FLORIDA,  May  27,  1864.     ) 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of 
the  twentieth  instant  I  received  from  Colonel  No- 
hie,  commanding  forces  east  of  St.  John's  River, 
information  that  a  force  of  about  fifteen  men  and 
one  officer  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  crossed  the  river  and  surprised  the  post.  On 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  I  advanced  Col- 
onel Noble  a  communication,  in  which  I  ordered 
him  to  withdraw  his  guards  from  the  river  oppo- 
site Volusia  and  Saunders.  On  the  night  of  the 
twenty-first  I  received  another  communication 
from  Colonel  Noble  stating  that  a  force  less  in 
number  than  that  at  Welaka  had  been  captured  ; 
that  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  four  hundred  (400) 
strong,  were  said  to  be  pushing  northward  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  I  received  the  last  com- 
munication at  about  eleven  at  night.  In  an  hour 
I  started  for  the  nearest  point  to  that  threatened. 
I  carried  with  me  in  the  steamer  Charles  Hough- 
ton  two  hundred  (200)  men  from  this  garrison. 
At  my  request  Captain  Balch  ordered  two  gun- 
boats to  accompany  me,  the  Ottawa  and  little 
steam-tug  Columbine.  At  Picolata  I  added  to  my 
force  six  (6)  companies  of  Colonel  Beecher's  regi- 
ment, and  all  the  available  force  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-seventh  New  York  regiment,  num- 
bering in  all  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  (650)  or 
seven  hundred  (700)  men.  I  was  obliged  to  use 
the  naval  boats,  as  well  as  the  Houghton,  to 
transport  the  troops.  On  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
second  instant,  I  arrived  at  the  landing  opposite 
Pilatka.  My  movements  had  been  slightly  de- 
layed by  time  expended  at  Picolata  in  filling  sand 
bags  (no  cotton  or  hay  bales,  save  one  of  the  lat- 
ter, being  available)  to  render  the  little  tug  Col- 
umbine less  vulnerable.  I  designed  running  the 
tug  up  the  river  to  Volusia  to  protect  that  portion 
if  threatened,  which  I  could  not  doubt  from  the 
report  of  Colonel  Noble.  Although  my  march 
was  lengthened  by  disembarking  opposite  Pilatka, 
I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  convey  troops  far- 
ther up  the  St.  John's.  The  Ottawa  was  to  con- 
tinue to  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek  to  afford  all 
possible  protection  to  the  Columbine.  The  Col- 
umbine was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Volusia  and  afford  all  possible  assistance  to  the 
force  at  Volusia.  The  Houghton  was  to  await 
further  orders,  and  was  to  keep  near  the  Ottawa 
for  her  protection.  I  directed  my  march  towards 
the  road  from  St.  Augustine  to  the  crossing  of  the 
Haw  Creek,  thence  to  Volusia. 

I  had  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  a 
despatch  to  Colonel  Noble,  saying  that  I  should 
move  for  this  position,  and  directing  him  to  keep 
forward  to  the  same  point,  and  beyond  if  practica- 
ble, all  his  available  infantry  and  cavalry. 

I  have  thus  stated  all  the  movements  ordered 
and  commenced  from  Saturday  night  at  twelve 
o'clock  until  Sunday  at  four  p.  M. 

Before  the  Columbine  started  I  placed  on  board 
of  her,  at  the  request  of  Commander  Breese,  of 
the  Ottawa,  a  guard  of  twenty-five  men  and  two 


officers  of  Colonel  Beecher's  regiment.  I  in- 
formed her  commander  that  I  should  press  for- 
ward with  my  troops  in  the  direction  in  which  she 
was  going ;  that  I  would  afford  him  all  assistance 
as  soon  as  I  could  reach  him ;  that  I  should  not 
consider  the  discharge  of  his  artillery  as  an  indi- 
cation that  he  was  in  danger.  This  was  assented 
to  by  the  commander  of  the  Columbine,  who  said 
he  would  throw  up  a  rocket  if  he  was  in  danger. 

My  march  was  prolonged  into  night.  I  accom- 
plished about  nine  miles,  and  encamped  on  the 
north  side  of  Haw  Creek.  This  creek  is  impass- 
able but  by  boats.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing 
from  artillery  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Creek,  but  saw  no  rocket,  and  had  no 
despatches.  I  presumed  the  firing  to  be  the  or- 
dinary shelling  of  the  woods  by  the  gunboats.  I 
pressed  forward  on  Monday  morning,  making 
that  day  about  thirty  miles.  I  encamped  at  night 
at  the  crossing  of  Haw  Creek.  I  found  Colonel 
Noble  had  pushed  his  infantry  four  (4)  miles  far- 
ther, and  that  his  cavalry  was  at  Volusia. 

The  garrison  at  Volusia  was  safe,  no  rebels  this 
side  of  the  river.  The  two  small  posts  at  Welaka 
and  Saunders  captured,  shamefully  surrendered, 
I  hear  —  not  a  gun  fired.  I  have  ordered  full  re- 
ports to  be  made,  which  I  will  transmit  when  re- 
ceived. I  found  the  country  people  quite  excited, 
and  quite  confident  that  the  enemy,  seven  hun- 
dred (700)  strong,  were  at  the  crossing  of  Haw 
Creek.  Indeed,  from  reports,  I  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve some  truth  in  this. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty-third,  I  di- 
rected Colonel  Noble  to  send  the  cavalry  down 
the  country  to  drive  in  herds  of  beef  cattle,  which 
it  is  well  known  are  going  towards  rebel  armies. 
I  also  directed  him  to  tell  the  Columbine  to  go 
down  the  river,  that  I  had  no  further  use  of  her. 
The  infantry  I  ordered  to  concentrate  at  camp, 
nine  miles  south  of  St.  Augustine,  at  that  place, 
and  at  Picolata.  The  two  hundred  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  were  ordered  to  return 
to  Jacksonville.  My  reasons  for  this  disposition, 
and  my  views  of  the  only  mode  of  operating  with 
infantry  in  this  country  of  immense  distances  and 
illimitable  pine  deserts,  I  have  given  to  the  com- 
manding General  in  a  private  letter.  Having  ac- 
complished all  I  could,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable 
to  attempt  to  pursue  the  enemy  across  the  river ; 
and  being  totally  unprepared  to  do  it,  if  I  had 
thought  it  advisable,  as  I  had  no  boats,  and  hav- 
ing no  rations,  and  no  transportation  for  any  with 
me,  I  made  my  way  back  to  the  landing  at  Pico- 
lata, to  take  the  steamer  Houghton  to  Jackson- 
ville. I  reached  the  river  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
third,  at  about  four  o'clock  p.  M. 

A  despatch  from  the  Ottawa,  at  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  Creek,  to  whom  I  sent  my  Aid,  gave  me 
the  first  information  that  the  enemy  had  opened 
with  artillery  on  Sunday  night  on  the  Houghton 
and  on  the  gunboat.  The  Houghton  had  got 
under  way  and  proceeded  down  stream ;  she  was 
struck  three  times  with  twelve-pound  solid  shot, 
once  amidships  and  near  walking  beam.  No  great 
harm  done.  I  proceeded  to  Orange  Mills,  and 
there  found  the  Houghton.  This  morning  a  re- 
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port  from  Colonel  Noble  infprmed  me  of  the  loss 
of  the  tug  Columbine,  and  capture  of  most  of 
those  on  board.  Colonel  Noble  writes  me  that 
some  (he  does  not  say  how  many)  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  colored  had  made  their  way  to  Haw  Creek, 
and  had  given  this  information.  They  say  that 
on  Monday  night,  the  twenty-third,  opposite  Horse 
Landing,  the  Columbine  was  opened  upon  as  she 
was  coming  down  the  river ;  that  she  was  dis- 
abled by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  was  captured 
by  two  hundred  of  the  enemy.  It  was  on  Tues- 
day, the  twenty -fourth,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  that 
I  communicated  with  the  Ottawa,  then  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  Dunn's  Creek,  and  within  five  miles 
of  Horse  Landing.  The  Ottawa  had  been  here 
since  Sunday,  and  yet  she  knew  nothing  of  the 
report.  This  morning  my  cavalry  captured  a 
prisoner,  who  says  that  Dickerson  (rebel)  says  he 
has  captured  a  "  little  boat  and  two  small  guns ; " 
that  he  has  "  burned  the  boat." 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  this  firing  on  Sunday 
night  was  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  This  fact 
was  not  communicated  to  me  until  Tuesday  after- 
noon, too  late  to  do  anything  for  the  Columbine, 
if,  indeed,  anything  could  have  been  done  for  her. 
I  deem  it  fortunate  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  run 
farther  up  the  river  than  Picolata  with  my  troops. 
I  will  submit  further  facts  in  relation  to  the  loss 
of  the  Columbine  and  the  capture  of  the  two  posts 
at  Welaka  and  Saunders  as  soon  as  received. 
While  regretting  the  losses,  and  condemning 
whatever  there  may  have  been  reprehensible  in 
the  conduct  of  the  commanders  at  Welaka  and 
Saunders,  I  feel  keenly  the  disaster  to  the  Colum- 
bine and  her  gallant  crew,  resulting,  as  it  did,  in 
the  attempt  to  relieve  my  command. 

My  reconnoissance  to  the  front,  of  the  twenty- 
fifth,  has  developed  the  fact  that  there  is  no  enemy 
at  Camp  Finnegan.  I  captured  a  prisoner  this 
morning,  who  confirms  the  fact. 

The  force  in  Florida  is  as  follows :  At  Camp 
Milton,  of  the  Second  Florida  cavalry,  Colonel 
McCormick,  (effective  men,)  six  hundred  (600 ;) 
artillery,  two  (2)  small  pieces.  Camp  Milton  and 
McCurth's  Creek  strongly  fortified.  At  Baldwin, 
no  troops,  strong  fortification,  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. At  Trestle,  across  the  St.  Mary's,  being 
fortified  at  this  time  by  negroes.  State  troops 
raised  for  state  defence  —  three  companies  ex- 
pected daily  at  Milton,  and  two  thousand  (2,000) 
in  all  looked  for.  Captain  Dickersou's  cavalry 
has  two  hundred  (200)  effective  men  stationed  at 
Pilatka.  Dunham's  artillery  of  light  pieces  on 
St.  John's  River,  near  Welaka,  Saunders,  arid 
Horse  Landing. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  GORDON, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding-. 

Captain  BURGER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  South. 

REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL    DAHLGREN. 

FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  ) 
PORT  ROYAL  HARBOR,  S.  C.,  June  4, 1864.     j 

SIR  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  senior  officer  present  in  the  St. 


John's  River,  Florida,  from  which  there  seems  to 
be  little  doubt  of  the  capture  of  the  Columbine. 
As  the  officers  and  crew  are  probably  prisoners, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  have  any  investigation 
at  this  time.  There  is  always  more  or  less  risk 
in  passing  these  light  steamers  through  narrow 
streams,  where  they  are  liable  to  be  fired  on  with- 
out any  warning  from  the  densely  wooded  banks, 
and  cannot  turn  readily  or  manoeuvre,  while  their 
armament  is  too  trifling  to  be  of  much  account. 
Still,  when  the  operations  of  the  land  forces  re- 
quire such  aid,  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  and  do  as 
well  as  we  can. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

•      Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

REPORT  OF  COMMANDER    G.    B.    BALCH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAM-SLOOP  PAWNEE,  ) 
OFF  JACKSONVILLE,  FLORIDA,  May  30, 1864.     } 

ADMIRAL  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine  by  the  rebels  on  Monday, 
the  twenty-third  instant,  and  under  the  following 
circumstances : 

By  the  enclosed  communications  you  will  per- 
ceive that  two  of  our  posts  on  the  east  side  of  the 
St.  John's,  left  by  General  Birney,  were  captured 
by  the  enemy ;  and  another,  consisting  of  fifty 
men  at  Volusia,  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
captured.  Information  was  received  by  General 
Gordon,  at  11.40  P.  M.  of  the  twenty-first  instant, 
who  immediately  asked  my  assistance  in  trying 
to  save  the  post  at  Volusia. '  Upon  consultation 
with  the  General,  it  was  deemed  by  us  advisable 
to  send  the  Ottawa  and  Columbine  up  the  St. 
John's  —  the  former  to  go  as  far  up  the  river  as 
the  depth  of  water  would  admit,  and  the  latter  to 
proceed  to  Volusia  with  all  despatch,  to  assist  the 
troops  at  that  point,  and  also  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  recrossing  to  the  west  bank  of  the  St. 
John's. 

General  Gordon  embarked  his  troops  in  the 
Charles  Houghton,  and  without  delay  proceeded 
to  Picolata,  where  he  put  aboard  the  Ottawa  and 
Columbine  an  additional  force,  and,  together,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  to  a  point  near  Pilatka,  where 
he  disembarked  his  troops  and  marched  at  once 
for  Volusia. 

The  Ottawa  and  Columbine  left  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  plan  as  agreed  upon  —  the 
Ottawa  anchoring  at  Brown's  Landing,  distant 
twelve  miles,  by  the  river,  from  Pilatka ;  the 
Houghton  in  company,  for  greater  protection,  by 
order  of  General  Gordon  ;  the  Columbine  proceed- 
ing without  delay  to  Volusia  bar,  which  she  reached 
at  eleven  P.  M.  of  the  twenty-second  instant. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breese,  of  the  Ottawa,  detailing  an 
account  of  the  attack  made  on  his  vessel  and  the 
Houghton  by  a  rebel  battery.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  learn  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Breese  that  the  battery  was  soon  silenced,  and 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  that 
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vessel.  The  engagement  took  place  on  Sunday 
night,  the  twenty-second  instant,  and  the  Ottawa 
remained  at  anchor  off  Brown's  Landing  till  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-fourth,  when  the  messen- 
ger (referred  to  in  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese's 
report)  arrived,  bringing  the  information  from 
General  Gordon  that  all  had  been  accomplished, 
and  that  the  General  had  sent  word  to  the  Colum- 
bine to  return. 

From  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  I  learn 
that  the  pilot  of  the  Ottawa  (one  of  the  best  on 
the  river)  declined  to  take  the  Ottawa  farther  up 
the  river  than  Brown's  Landing ;  not  on  account 
of  the  depth  of  water,  but  on  account  of  the  nar- 
rowness of  the  channel,  and  the  impossibility  of 
making  the  turns  in  it  with  a  vessel  of  the  Ottawa's 
length.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breese  literally  obeyed  my  orders, 
which  were  to  go  as  far  up  the  river  as  possible. 

By  the  report  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Noble,  com- 
manding United  States  forces  on  the  east  side  of 
the  St.  John's,  you  will  learn  that  the  Columbine 
was  captured  on  Monday  night  by  the  enemy  at 
Horse  Landing.  This  landing  is  distant  by  the 
river  some  five  miles  above  Brown's  Landing, 
where  the  Ottawa  was  then  at  anchor.  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Breese.  and  his  executive  officer, 
Acting  Master  Gamble,  state  that  they  heard 
nothing  which  led  them  to  believe  that  the  Col- 
umbine was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  This  they 
account  for  by  the  dense  woods  intervening,  and 
thus  preventing  the  sound  of  the  guns  reaching 
them. 

General  Gordon  informed  me  to-day  that  he 
expected  the  men  who  had  escaped  from  the  Col- 
umbine, and  who  had  arrived  at  St.  Augustine,  to 
reach  Jacksonville  this  evening,  and  I  regret  that 
they  have  not,  as  I  was  anxious  to  see  them,  and 
get  their  statements  in  relation  to  the  capture  of 
the  Columbine,  that  I  might  transmit  them  to  you 
for  your  information.  Colonel  Noble  has  sent 
General  Gordon  statements  from  two  of  those 
who  escaped  from  the  Columbine,  and  they  are  to 
the  effect  that  she  was  on  her  way  down  the  river, 
and  that  when  near  Horse  Landing  she  com- 
menced shelling  the  woods  in  that  vicinity;  soon 
after  opening  fire,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  her  rudder  chains  being 
shot  away  at  the  first  discharge,  and  that  she  ran 
aground ;  that  she  fired  on  the  enemy,  and,  from 
the  account  referred  to,  surrendered  after  being 
under  fire  from  one  hour  to  three  hours ;  these 
men  report  several  killed  and  some  eight  wounded 
and  five  men  drowned.  It  will  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  you  to  have  the  statements  of  those  who 
have  escaped,  and  at  the  earliest  moment  possi- 
ble I  will  examine  them,  and  transmit  to  you  their 
statements. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  Columbine, 
but  I  did  not,  under  the  pressure  of  the  call 
made  upon  me,  feel  that  I  could  do  otherwise 
than  to  cooperate  to  the  utmost  to  save  our 
forces,  threatened  as  they  were,  and  which  we 
had  reason  to  believe  would  be  captured  if  vigor- 
ous and  prompt  assistance  were  not  rendered.  I 
have  proposed  to  General  Gordon  to  send  out  a 
flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  learning  every- 


thing we  can  in  relntion  to  the  capture  of  the 
Columbine,  and  this  will  be  done  at  the  earliest 
moment  deemed  advisable  ;  but  as  the  General  in- 
tends to  move  against  the  enemy  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  of  June,  he  seems  to  think  it  better  to 
delay  taking  a  step  of  this  kind  till  he  has  accom- 
plished his  movement.  The  rebel  force  in  front 
is  said  to  be  weak,  and  I  trust  he  will  succeed  in 
inflicting  a  serious  blow  on  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 

Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  o£T  Charleston,  S.  C. 
REPORT  OF  REAR-ADMIRAL  J.  A.  DAHLGREN. 

FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  ") 
OFF  MORRIS  ISLAND,  June  18, 18(5-1.     j 

SIR  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  giving  some  particulars  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Columbine.  There  is  always  some 
satisfaction  in  knowing  that  when  a  vessel  is  lost 
every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  it  by  a 
stout  defence.  Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  be 
certain  of  all  the  facts  until  they  are  developed 
by  a  court  of  inquiry,  which  can  only  be  instituted 
when  a  sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  obtained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear- Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  COM.  G.  B.  BALCH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAM-SLOOP  PAWNEE,   > . 
OFF  MAYPORT  MILLS,  FLORIDA,  June  12, 18(34.     J 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  trans- 
mit the  statement  of  Drover  Edwards,  (lands- 
man,) lately  attached  to  the  Columbine.  He 
escaped  from  that  vessel  after  she  surrendered, 
but  before  the  rebels  took  possession.  He  is  in- 
telligent, and  gives  the  subjoined  statement  clear- 
ly and  with  every  appearance  of  truth.  From  his 
statement  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  honor  of 
the  navy  was  fully  and  gloriously  maintained; 
and  though  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  a  very 
useful  vessel,  still  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  she 
was  in  the  performance  of  most  important  service, 
viz.,  the  .assistance  of  our  troops,  which  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 

Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

STATEMENT  OF  DROVER  EDWARDS,  (LANDS- 
MAN,) LATE  ATTACHED  TO  THE  COLUMBINE, 
WHO  ESCAPED  BY  SWIMMING  TO  THE  EAST 
SIDE  OF  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  ON  THE  TWENTY- 
THIRD  DAY  OF  MAY,  1804,  THE  DAY  OF  THE 
ENGAGEMENT  OF  THE  COLUMBINE  WITH 
THE  REBEL  BATTERY  AT  HORSE  LANDING, 
ON  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

THE  Columbine  arrived  at  Volusia  bar  at  half 
past  eleven  p.  M.,  on  Sunday  night,  the  twenty- 
second  instant.  Next  morning  a  boat  was  sent 
to  Communicate  with  our  troops  at  that  post ; 
found  all  safe.  At  noon  Monday,  twenty-third 


206 


REBELLION    RECORD,  1862-64.    , 


instant,  the  Columbine  started  on  her  return ;  she 
stopped  at  Wilatka,  a  landing  place  above  Horse 
Landing,  about  half  an  hour,  and  then  proceeded 
down  the  river. 

At  four  P.  M.,  when  near  Horse  Landing,  called 
all  hands  to  quarters,  and  commenced  shellin 
the  woods,  and  when  opposite  the  landing  fire 
two  more  rounds  ;  the  rebels  opened  fire  from  a 
battery  distant  not  more  than  thirty  yards,  the 
forward  gun  being  struck  and  knocked  around, 
the  carriage  being  injured,  but  not  so  as  to  render 
the  gun  useless ;  and  the  wheel-ropes  being  shot 
away,  endeavors  were  made  to  repair  the  wheel- 
ropes,  but  before  this  could  be  done  she  was 
aground. 

We  continued  firing;  Captain  Sanborn  had 
given  orders  to  hook  her  on,  with  the  object  of 
endeavoring  to  run  by  the  battery,  but  she  was 
aground ;  directions  were  given  by  Captain  San- 
born  to  shift  the  forward  gun  over  to  the  star- 
board side,  to  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  battery ;  this 
was  done,  and  fire  opened  again  on  the  battery. 
The  Captain  (Sanborn)  fired  every  gun,  and  this 
continued  till  about  six  P.  M.,  steady  firing. 

Many  were  killed  by  the  rebel  fire,  as  also  many 
wounded  ;  estimates  the  total  killed  and  wounded 
at  twenty,  (20.) 

Captain  Daniels,  commanding  detachment  of 
thirty-fifth  United  States  colored  troops,  was 
wounded ;  saw  many  lying  in  the  gangway  killed 
and  wounded;  I  saw  five  drowned,  four  being 
soldiers,  and  the  other  belonged  to  the  Columbine, 
William  Moran,  (landsman,)  colored.  At  about 
six  P.  M.  Captain  Sanborn  showed  a  white  flag, 
and  surrendered.  The  rebels  hailed  and  told  him 
to  send  a  boat  ashore;  boat  was  riddled  with 
shot  ;  did  not  send  a  boat.  The  rebels  sent  off 
three  boats;  when  nearly  alongside,  I  jumped 
overboard  and  swam  to  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
and  escaped  to  the  woods.  Here  I  met  three 
soldiers  of  the  Thirty-fifth  United  States  colored 
troops,  who  had  also  jumped  overboard  ;  together 
we  made  our  way  to  St.  Augustine,  which  place 
we  reached  in  five  days. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  is 
true  and  correct.  his 

DROVER  -j-  EDWARDS. 

mark. 

Certified  to  as  the  statement  of  Drover  Ed- 
wards, (landsman,)  late  of  the  Columbine. 

June  12,  1864. 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 

United  States  Navy. 
LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEN  CAPTURED. 

FLAG-STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  ) 
PORT  ROYAL  HARBOK,  June  27,  18G4.     \ 

SIR  :  I  herewith  enclose,  for  the  information 
of  the  department,  list  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  United  States  steam-tug  Columbine,  captured 
by  the  enemy  May  twenty-third,  1864,  and  have 
the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral,  commanding  S.  A.  13.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


PRISONERS  CAPTURED  MAY  23,  1864. 

F.  Sanborn,  acting  ensign ;  J.  H.  Johnston  and 
George  Whitney,  third  assistant  engineers  ;  W.  D. 
Spencer,  master's  mate ;  G.  F.  Allison,  quarter- 
master's cook;  John  Smith  and  George  Walsh, 
quartermasters ;  Nicholas  Fierny,  Robert  Had- 
don,  and  J.  H.  Ellis,  firemen ;  John  McDonald, 
Michael  Noe,  Patrick  Kelly,  and  Mike  Drilly, 
coal-heavers  ;  Wiley  Bloom,  A.  Mills,  J.  Hastings, 
A.  Lewis,  George  Hall,  W.  Austin,  T.  Wiggins, 
W.  Wyatt,  W.  Hampton,  J.  Jenkins,  W.  Hart, 
and  J.  Harrison,  sailors ;  H.  Pearson,  cook,  — 
total,  twenty-seven. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  abstract 
from  the  list  furnished  by  Major-General  Ander- 
son, commanding  Confederate  forces  in  Florida. 
EDELEMIRE  MAYER, 

Major  Seventh  Regiment  U.  S.  S.  F;,  A.  A.  A.  G. 
HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  FLORIDA, 
JACKSONVILLE,  June  13, 1804. 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  ENSIGN  SANBORN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  ) 
PORT  ROYAL  HARBOR,  S.  C.,  September  3, 18(54.     | 

SIR  :  It  becomes  my  painful  and  unpleasant 
duty  to  report  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  loss 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Columbine,  under 
my  command,  in  the  St.  John's  River,  on  May 
twenty-third,  1864. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  May,  at  four  A.  M.,  I 
received  orders '  by  the  army  transport  Charles 
Houghton  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
L.  L.  Breese,  commanding  the  United  States 
steamer  Ottawa.  I  reported  to  him  at  five  A.  M., 
and  assisted  her  in  reaching  Pilatka.  From  this 
place  I  was  by  him  ordered  to  proceed  to  Volusia, 
and  convey  such  orders  as  I  might  receive  from 
General  Gordon,  to  whom  he  ordered  me  to  re- 
port. Reporting  to  General  Gordon  at  a  landing 
opposite  Pilatka,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Gordon  to  receive  on  board  a  detachment  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  United  States  infantry, '(colored,)  un- 
der command  of  Captain  Daniels,  as  a  guard,  and 
verbal  orders  to  be  communicated  to  the  comman- 
dant of  the  post  of  Volusia,  fifty  miles  farther  up 
the  river. 

Leaving  Pilatka  and  the  Ottawa,  with  orders  to 
return  immediately,  at  six  P.  M.  I  reached  Volusia 
bar,  five  miles  from  Volusia,  at  half  past  eleven 
P.  M.,  when  I  dropped  anchor.  In  the  morning, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  tide,  I  found  it  im- 
possible to  safely  cross  the  bar  with  the  Colum- 
bine. I  therefore  despatched  Acting  Master's 
Mate  W.  B.  Spencer  with  an  armed  boat's  crew 
to  convey  General  Gordon's  orders  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post  at  Volusia,  and  return  imme- 
diately. He  was  successful  in  so  doing,  and  re- 
turned to  the  vessel  at  half  past  eleven  A.  M.  of 
the  twenty-third. 

Immediately  after  his  return,  I  weighed  anchor 
and  commenced  my  return.  I  stopped  at 
Rembert's  and  Welaka  on  my  return,  at  which 
latter  place  I  obtained  the  particulars  of  the  cap- 
ture of  a  detachment  of  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
necticut volunteer  infantry,  under  command  of 
one  Captain  Hovey.  This  was  part  of  my  orders. 
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Immediately  after  my  departure  from  Welaka  I 
beat  to  quarters,  as  I  expected  to  be  fired  upon  by 
infantry  at  Horse  or  Cannon's  Landing.  Upon 
rounding  the  point  next  above,  I  opened  fire  upon 
the  landing  and  road  above,  leading  to  it,  as  soon 
as  my  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  Also  giv- 
ing the  orders  to  slow  down  and  lower  the  tor- 
pedo-catchers, which  were  immediately  executed. 

I  could  discover  nothing  suspicious  until  di- 
rectly abreast  the  landing,  distant  about  one 
hundred  yards,  when  two  pieces  of  artillery,  con- 
cealed by  the  shrubbery  and  undergrowth,  almost 
simultaneously  opened  fire  upon  me.  I  instantly 
gave  orders  to  hook  on,  but  unfortunately  the 
second  shot  of  the  enemy  cut  my  wheel-chains, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  pilot  abandoned  the 
wheel  and  jumped  over  the  bow.  The  vessel 
almost  immediately  went  ashore  upon  a  mud  bank. 
Before  she  struck,  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck 
the  main  steam-pipe,  knocking  a  hole  in  it,  caus- 
ing a  great  loss  of  steam.  Her  being  ashore,  and 
the  injury  to  the  wheel-chains,  were  reported  to 
me  at  nearly  the  same  moment.  I  left  the  hurri- 
cane deck,  and  took  charge  of  the  forward  gun, 
sending  Mr.  Spencer  aft  on  the  quarter  deck  to 
ship  the  tiller  and  hook  the  relieving  tackles,  at 
the  same  time  stopping  and  backing  the  engine. 

The  engineer,  Mr.  Johnson,  now  reported  the 
loss  of  steam,  and  at  nearly  the  same  moment 
Mr.  Spencer  reported  the  quarter  deck  swept  by 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  grape,  and  the 
after  gun  abandoned,  and  Mr.  Davis  killed. 

I  now  placed  the  forward  gun  in  charge  of 
Quartermaster  James  Smith,  and  repaired  to  the 
quarter  deck.  I  saw  immediately  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  saving  the  vessel  unless  the  enemy  could 
be  dislodged.  I  now  returned  to  the  forward  gun, 
of  which  I  took  charge,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
Mr.  Spencer  to  try  and  rally  the  infantry,  which 
was  now  jumping  overboard  on  all  sides  and  swim- 
ming ashore.  By  our  united  exertions  we  finally 
stopped  them.  The  engineer  in  charge,  Mr. 
Johnson,  at  this  time  informed  me  the  engine  was 
useless,  as  one  of  the  frame  timbers  had  been  shot 
away  and  locked  the  wheel.  The  officer  in  charge 
of  the  infantry  having  been  wounded,  the  second 
in  command  and  myself  seeing  all  hopes  of  escape 
cut  off,  and  the  riflemen  on  the  port  bank  of  the 
river  shooting  the  men  down  at  the  forward  gun, 
I  called  a  council  of  my  remaining  officers,  in 
which  it  was  decided  to  surrender.  I  was  spared 
the  mortification  of  hauling  down  the  flag,  it 
having  been  shot  away  in  the  early  part  of  the 
action.  It  now  became  my  humiliating  duty  to 
hoist  a  white  flag  to  prevent  the  further  useless 
expenditure  of  human  life.  A  boat  from  the 
enemy  immediately  boarded  me,  demanding  the 
surrender  of  the  vessel.  I  refused  to  surrender 
to  the  officer  in  the  boat,  but  having  my 
own  boat,  went  on  shore  and  asked  to  see  the 
commanding  officer.  I  was  immediately  presented 
to  Captain  Dickerson,  Confederate  States  army, 
from  whom  I  demanded,  in  case  of  an  uncondi- 
tional surrender,  personal  safety  to  the  officers 
and  colored  men  on  board,  which  was  immediate- 
ly guaranteed ;  whereupon  I  surrendered  myself, 


officers,  and  crew  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  my 
vessel  a  prize  to  tlje  (so-called)  Confederate  States 
of  America. 

The  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Acting  Master's  Mate  John  Davis,  while  nobly 
performing  his  duty,  killed ;  privates,  five  (5) 
wounded,  sixteen  killed  and  missing. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  your 
favorable  notice  the  conduct  of  Acting  third  As- 
sistant Engineer  Henry  J.  Johnson,  who  coolly 
performed  his  duty  until  the  engine  became  dis- 
abled, when  he  rendered  me  the  most  valuable 
assistance  on  deck ;  also  that  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  W.  B.  Spencer. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  imme- 
diately after  the  removal  of  the  wounded  the 
enemy  set  her  on  fire,  burning  her  to  the  water's 
edge,  without  removing  an  article  of  value. 

She  also  formed  the  funeral  pyre  for  those  who 
fell  while  nobly  defending  her  and  the  flag  from 
dishonor.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Davis  were  decent- 
ly interred,  covered  by  the  flag  he  loved  so  well, 
and  which  he  died  bravely  defending. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  W.  SANBORN, 

Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT   OF  F.   W.   SANBORN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  PHILADELPHIA,  ) 
PORT  ROYAL  HARBOR,  S.  C.,  September  3, 1864.     } 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  expressed  desire,  I 
have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  a  report  of  my 
movements  since  the  time  of  my  capture,  May 
twenty-third,  1864. 

On  the  evening  of  my  capture  I  was  taken  to 
Camp  Call,  the  headquarters  of  my  captor,  Cap- 
tain Dickerson,  by  whom  I  was  very  kindly  treated, 
together  with  my  officers  and  crew. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  at  eleven 
A.  M.,  he  gave  to  the  officers  a  wagon,  and  to  the 
wounded  a  wagon,  to  transport  them  to  Gains- 
ville.  The  privates  were  compelled  to  march,  but 
the  officer  in  command  made  frequent  halts,  in 
order  that  the  men  might  not  become  too  fatigued. 
We  reached  Gainsville  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-sixth,  and  remained  until  that  of  the 
twenth-seventh,  when  we  were  placed  in  passenger 
cars  and  conveyed  to  Lake  City,  at  which  place 
we  arrived  at  twelve  p.  M.  We  remained  here 
until  the  following  morning,  when  we  took  pas- 
sage in  a  box-car  for  Madison,  (all  the  negroes 
and  Captain  Daniels  remaining  behind,)  which 
place  we  reached  at  about  nine  A.  M.  Transporta- 
tion was  procured  for  our  baggage,  and  we  com- 
menced a  wearisome  march  for  Quitman,  which 
place  we  reached  on  the  evening  of  the  ensuing  day. 

On  the  following  morning  we  were  placed  in 
box-cars  and  taken  to  Savannah,  which  place  we 
reached  at  five  P.  M.,  and  were  marched  to  Ogle- 
thorpe  barracks,  where  we  remained  all  night ; 
this  being  the  first  time  since  our  capture  a  roof 
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of  any  kind  covered  us,  or  we  had  been  directly 
insulted  by  the  officer  in  command. 

The  next  morning  we  were  again  placed  in  box- 
cars, and  on  the  same  evening  arrived  in  Macon. 
From  the  depot  a  guard  of  Georgians  took  us  in 
charge,  and  marched  us  to  Oglethrope  barracks, 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  depot.  Here,  I 
regret  to  say,  myself  and  officers  were  separated 
from  the  white  portion  of  the  crew,  who  were 
taken  to  Andersonville. 

I  regret  to  say  my  officers  and  myself  were 
here  compelled  to  submit  to  a  most  humiliating 
search  of  our  persons  and  baggage,  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities  taking  any  and  all  money  from 
each  officer,  giving  him  therefor  a  receipt.  In 
many  cases  the  officers  never  saw  their  money 
again,  or  were  compelled  to  draw  it  from  the 
Confederate  authorities  at  the  rate  of  four  and  a 
half  Confederate  for  one  United  States  national  cur- 
rency, while,  at  the  same  time,  the  rates  of  exchange 
by  private  parties  were  from  eight  to  ten  (8  to  10) 
for  one  of  the  same.  After  having  been  subjected 
to  the  searching  process,  we  were  shown  into  a 
yard,  containing  about  three  and  one-half  (3^)  acres 
or  less,  in  which  were  already  confined  over  eleven 
hundred  (1100)  prisoners,  with  no  instructions  as 
to  the  rules  and  regulations,  nor  what  to  do  or  how 
to  act. 

We  finally,  as  it  was  now  dark,  bivouacked  in 
the  open  air.  The  next  morning  showed  us  here 
we  would  have  to  remain  for  some  time.  Muster- 
ing together  our  blankets,  we  formed  them  into  a 
sort  of  a  tent,  which,  though  open  at  both  ends, 
protected  us  from  the  hot,  scorching  rays  of  a 
noonday  sun.  During  the  morning  a  ration  was 
served  out  to  us,  which  consisted  of  about  a  pint 
of  corn  meal  and  a  table-spoonful  of  salt  each. 

I  remained  in  Macon,  together  with  my  other 
officers,  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  when  I  was 
among  the  first  six  hundred  sent  to  Charleston. 
At  the  time  of  our  leaving,  it  was  stated  one 
thousand  remained,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt. 
Our  rations  in  Macon  were  of  the  poorest  kind 
—  the  bacon  frequently  decayed,  and  always  full 
of  maggots ;  the  rice  full  of  weevils ;  the  beans 
full  of  worms  and  musty,  and  the  meal  sometimes 
musty ;  our  supply  of  salt  very  insufficient,  and 
no  vegetables. 

At  the  time  of  my  leaving  Macon  many  were 
prostrated  by  the  scurvy,  and  some  had  died  of 
it.  Among  my  immediate  acquaintances  was 
and  is  a  Mr.  Ellis,  of  the  navy,  who  was  suffering 
severely  from  its  effects  in  Macon  ;  his  body  being 
covered  with  huge  sores,  which,  since  his  removal 
to  Charleston,  have  become  somewhat  better,  but 
far  from  well. 

During  the  first  few  days  we  were  in  Charles- 
ton we  (the  six  hundred)  were  confined  in  the 
jail-yard,  with  no  protection  from  the  weather  but 
what  is  known  in  the  army  as  a  shelter  tent,  into 
each  of  which  six  were  obliged  to  crowd,  and  in 
one  case  eight.  We  were  here  nearly  starved  ; 
compelled  to  mix  with  deserters,  murderers, 
house-breakers,  and  felons  of  every  description  ; 
add  to  this  the  brackish  water,  and 'the  filth,  dirt, 
refuse,  which  was  allowed  to  collect  in  piles,  and 
which  created  a  stench  sufficient  to  breed  the  most 


loathsome  diseases,  and  the  meagre  food,  our 
position  was  far  from  pleasant.  For  several  days 
a  table-spoonful  of  lard  and  a  cup  of  meal  was 
the  only  ration,  but  then  again,  on  some  dfiys, 
our  ration  would  consist  of  a  loaf  of  wheat  or  rice 
bread  and  a  pound  of  fresh  meat. 

From  the  jail-yard  I  was  removed  to  the  work- 
house, together  with  a  number  of  others  ;  here 
the  rations  were  better  a  little,  but  we  only  re- 
mained a  few  days,  when  we  were  taken  to  Roper 
Hospital.  Here  we  were  required  to  give  our 
parole  not  to  attempt  to  escape  or  hold  any  com- 
munication with  any  person  outside -the  prison 
limits.  The  building  is  large,  airy,  and  commo- 
dious, has  a  fine  yard  and  balcony  in  front,  good 
yard  and  accommodations  in  the  rear  for  cooking 
and  washing,  and  is  altogether  far  superior  to  any 
former  accommodations.  The  rations  are  also  of 
a  better  quality,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  have 
been  increased  in  quantity,  but  still  are  very  poor 
rrtions  indeed. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  the  proper  medicines 
in  the  Confederacy,  and  many  of  our  officers  are 
now  suffering  in  the  hospitals  for  the  want  of 
proper  medicine. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,  that  at  the  time  of  my 
capture  my  officers  and  myself  were  robbed  of 
much  clothing  ajid  valuables,  and  find  it  a  com- 
mon practice  of  the  Confeds  to  rob  men  of  boots, 
hats,  pants,  coats,  or  anything  they  may  choose  to 
fancy. 

During  the  time  I  have  been  confined  in 
Charleston  I  have  been  unwell,  and  have  repeat- 
edly gone  to  the  Confederate  surgeon,  Doctor  Rett, 
for  medicine,  which  he  has  given  me,  but  uniform- 
ly without  success.  My  case  now  became  quite 
bad,  and  on  my  reporting  to  him  on  Tuesday  last 
for  medicine,  he  frankly  informed  me  he  could  do 
nothing  for  me,  and  said,  furthermore,  I  would 
not  live  in  the  South,  offering  at  the  same  time,  if 
I  would  make  application,  to  give  his  certificate 
and  influence  in  my  behalf.  I  accepted  his  kind 
offer,  and  made  application,  which  was  granted. 
I  signed  my  parole  September  first,  was  placed 
inside  of  our  lines,  off  Charleston,  on  the  second  ; 
came  here  on  the  Wyoming  last  night  at  nine 
P.  M.,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you. 

The  person  for  whom  I  am  to  try  and  effect  an 
exchange  is  Captain  Henry  Boneau,  captured  in 
the  blockade  runner  Ella  Annie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANK  W.  SANBORN, 

Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Doc.  14. 

BEAUREGARD'S    PLAN    OF    ATTACK    AT 
THE  BATTLE  OF  MANASSAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  ) 
July  20, 1801.     j 
Special  Order  No. 

The  following  order  is  published  for  the  infor- 
mation of  division  and  brigade  commanders : 
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FIRST    DIVISION. 

1st.  Brigadier-General  EwelFs  brigade  will 
march  via  Union  Mills  Ford,  and  place  itself  in 
position,  of  attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  will  be 
held  in  readiness  either  to  support.the  attack  upon 
Centreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Saux- 
ter's  Cross  Roads,  according  to  circumstances. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

SECOND    DIVISION. 

2d.  Brigadier-General  Jones's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Early's  brigade,  will  march 
via  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself  in  position 
of  attack  on  the  enemy  on  or  about  the  Union 
Mills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be  held  in 
readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  on  Cen- 
treville, or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  ^Fairfax 
Station,  according  to  circumstances,  with  its  right 
flank  towards  the  left  of  EwelPs  command,  more 
or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in- Chief. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

3d.  Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  brigade, 
supported  by  Brigadier-General  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, will  inarch  via  McLane's  Ford,  to  place  itself 
in  position  of  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  or  about 
the  Union  Mills  and  Centreville  road.  It  will  be 
held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  on 
Centreville,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  according  to  circumstances,  with 
its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of  Jones's  com- 
mand, more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  country. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

FOURTH   DIVISION. 

4th.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Bartow's  brigade,  will  march 
via  Mitchell's  Ford  to  the  attack  on  Centreville. 
The  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Third  division, 
more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  and  of  the  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

FIFTH    DIVISION. 

5th.  Colonel  Cocke's  brigade,  supported  by 
Colonel  Elzy's  brigade,  will  march  via  Stone 
Bridge,  and  the  fords  on  the  right  thereto,  to  the 
attack  of  Centreville :  the  right  wing  to  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  division,  more  or  less  distant,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  the 
attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mander-in- Chief. 

SIXTH    DIVISION. 

6th.    Brigadier-General  Bee's  brigade,  support- 
ed by  Colonel  Wilcox's  brigade,  Colonel  Stuart's 
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regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  Walton's 
battery,  will  form  the  reserve,  and  will  march  via 
Mitchell's  Ford,  to  be  used  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

SEVENTH. 

1.  The  light  batteries  will  be  distributed  as 
follows : 

To  Brigadier-General  EwelPs  command,  Captain 
Walker's  six  pieces. 

2.  To   Brigadier-General    Jones's    command, 
Captains    Alberti's    and    Stanard's    batteries  — 
eight  pieces. 

3.  To    Brigadier-General    Longstreet's    com- 
mand, Colonel  Pendleton's  and  Captain  Inber- 
ton's  batteries  —  eight  pieces. 

4.  Brigadier-General  Bonham's  command,  Cap- 
tains Kemper's  and  Shields's  batteries  —  eight 
pieces. 

5.  To    Colonel    Cocke's     command,.   Colonel 
Hunton's,    Captain     Latham's,    and    Beckham's 
batteries  —  twelve  pieces.  0 

EIGHTH. 

Colonel  Kedford,  commanding  cavalry,  will  de- 
tail to  report  immediately,  as  follows  : 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Jones,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  two  com- 
panies cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  three  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Cocke  the  remaining  companies  of 
cavalry,  except  those  on  special  service. 

NINTH. 

The  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  after  the  fall  of 
Centreville,  will  advance  to  the  attack  of  Fairfax 
Court  House,  via  the  Braddock  and  Turnpike 
roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter.  The  First,  Sec- 
ond, and  Third  divisions  will,  if  necessary,  support 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions. 

TENTH. 

In  this  movement  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
divisions  will  form  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Holmes  ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  that 
of  the  second  in  command.  The  reserve  will  move 
upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell's  Ford  and  the 
Stone  Bridge,  and  together  with  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  divisions  will  be  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

A.  A.  Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  ) 
July  20, 1801.     J 

Special  Orders  No. 

The  plan  of  attack  given  by  Brigadier- General 
Beauregard,  in  the  above  order,  is  approved,  and 
will  be  executed  accordingly. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General  C.  S.  A. 


210 


REBELLION    RECORD,  1862-64. 


DOC.  15. 
ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  VIRGINIA.* 

THE  delegates  now  assembled  in  convention  at 
Wheeling,  deem  it  proper  to  address  their  fellow- 
citizens  throughout  the  commonwealth,  in  explana- 
tion and  vindication  of  the  course  they  have  unani- 
mously felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  pursue. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  allude  briefly  to  the 
circumstances  which  called  this  convention  into 
existence,  to  justify,  in  the  fullest  manner,  any 
resumption  of  authority  by  the  people  in  whose 
name  they  act.  The  General  Assembly,  which 
met  in  extra  session  at  Richmond,  in  January 
last,  without  the  excuse  of  impending  danger  or 
other  grave  necessity,  and  without  constitutional 
authority,  convened  a  convention,  "  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the 
welfare  of  the  commonwealth;"  thus  tamely 
relinquishing  the  very  power  reposed  in  them- 
sekes  by  the  constitution,  and,  as  the  sequel 
proved,  with  a  corrupt  purpose.  Elections  were 
held  for  delegates  to  the  proposed  convention, 
and  it  being  then  clearly  understood  that  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  party  favored  the  secession  of 
the  commonwealth  from  the  United  States,  the 
issue  presented  everywhere  was  clearly  "  Seces- 
sion "  or  "  No  Secession."  AVe  need  not  remind 
you  that  by  a  very  large  majority  of  the  voters  of 
the  commonwealth  secession  was  rejected  and 
repudiated,  by  the  election  of  delegates  profess- 
edly opposed*  to  that  iniquity,  nor  that  a  still 
larger  majority  required,  that  any  act  of  that  con- 
vention, altering  the  fundamental  law  or  affect- 
ing the  relations  of  the  state,  should,  be  submitted 
to  the  people,  and  without  the  approbation  of  a 
majority,  expressed  at  the  polls,  should  have  no 
force  or  effect. 

The  proceedings  of  that  convention,  up  to  the 
seventeenth  of  April  last,  were  evidently  intended 
by  those  in  the  secret  to  persuade  the  members 
favorable  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  the 
people  at  large,  that  it  was  intended  to  propose 
terms  on  which  it  could  be  maintained.  On  the 
day  named  the  mask  was  thrown  aside,  and  the 
secession  ordinance  was  passed,  This  was  done 
in  secret  session,  and  no  immediate  promulgation 
of  the  fact  was  made  to  the  people  ;  nor,  until 
since  this  convention  assembled,  was  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  so  far  removed  that  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  made  public. 
It  now  appears  that  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  convention  voted  against  it,  and  that  nine 
members  were  absent.  Up  to  this  day  the  de- 
bates which  preceded  the  vote  are  concealed  from 
the  people,  who  are  thus  denied  a  knowledge  of 
the  causes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority, 
rendered  secession  necessary,  and  justified  so 
gross  a  disregard  of  their  lately  expressed  will. 

Under  the  legislative  act  calling  the  convention, 
from  which  alone  that  body  derived  its  authority, 
and  under  the  vote  of  the  people  provided  for  by 
that  act,  the  secession  ordinance  had  no  legal 

*  Unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention  ia  session  at 
Wheeling,  June  twenty-fourth,  1861. 


effect  until  ratified  at  the  polls  by  a  majority  of 
the  voters  of  the  commonwealth.  The  leaders 
in  the  secession  movement,  whose  conduct  has 
proved  them  to  be  conspirators  against  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  her  peo- 
ple, did  not  wait  until  the  time  fixed  for  this  rati- 
fication, to  begin  their  overt  acts  of  treason  against 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  state  and  people  for  whom  they 
professed  to  act.  Indeed,  two  days  before  the 
adoption  of  the  ordinance,  with  the  connivance, 
or,  as  is  alleged,  in  defiance  of  a  feeble  executive, 
they  levied  war  against  both  by  sending  their 
emissaries  to  capture  the  Harper's  Ferry  armory, 
and  to  obstruct  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  on 
which  is  situated  the  Gosport  navy  yard.  This 
bold  assumption  of  authority  was  followed  by 
numerous  acts  of  hostility  against  the  United 
States ;  by  the  levy  of  troops  to  aid  in  the  cap- 
ture of  the  national  capital,  and  the  subversion  of 
the  national  authority,  and,  to  crown  the  infamy  of 
the  conspirators,  with  whom  the  executive  had  now 
coalesced,  by  an  attempt,  without  even  the  pretence 
of  the  authority  or  acquiescence  of  the  people,  to 
transfer  their  allegiance  from  the  United  States  to 
a  league  of  rebellious  states,  in  arms  against  the 
former. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  day;  arrived  when 
the  people  were  to  vote  for  or  against  the  seces- 
sion ordinance.  Threats  of  personal  injury  and 
other  intimidations,  such  as  had  been  uttered  upon 
the  floor  of  the  usurping  convention  against  the 
remaining  friends  of  the  Union  there,  were  used 
by  the  adherents  of  the  conspirators  in  every 
county  of  the  state.  Judges  charged  the  grand 
juries  that  opposition  to  disunion  would  be  pun- 
ished as  treason  against  the  commonwealth ;  and 
the  armed  partisans  of  the  conspirators,  in  vari- 
ous places,  arrested,  plundered,  and  exiled  peace- 
able citizens,  for  no  other  crime  than  their  adher- 
ence to  the  Union  their  fathers  had  constructed, 
and  under  which  they  had  been  born  and  lived  in 
prosperity  and  peace.  We  are  not  apprised  by 
any  official  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote 
taken  under  such  circumstances  ;  but,  whatever  it 
may  be,  we  denounce  it  as  unfair  and  unjust,  and 
as  affording  no  evidence  of  the  will  of  the  people 
on  the  subject  actually  presented  for  their  suffrages, 
and  much  less  of  their  consent  to  be  transferred 
to  the  self-constituted  oligarchy  of  the  south. 

In  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  result,  and 
the  transactions  which  inevitably  led  to  it,  should 
be  examined  by  the  people  of  Virginia,  it  is  un- 
important whether  secession  was  of  itself  desira- 
ble or  not  desirable;  because  the  end  cannot 
justify  the  means,  if  the  latter  are  illegal  and 
unholy.  In  the  present  case,  the  great  principle 
which  underlies  all  free  government —  the  princi- 
ple that  the  will  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law, 
or  as  expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, that  "  governments  derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  and  in  our 
own  Bill  of  Rights,  that  "  all  power  is  vested  in 
and  consequently  derived  from  the  people,"  has 
not  only  been  violated  and  set  at  nought,  but  has 
been  trampled  under  foot.  In  the  call  of  the 
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convention,  in  the  acts  of  that  body,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances preceding  and  accompanying  the  late 
election,  a  continued  effort  has  been  made,  with 
what  success  you  know,  not  merely  to  disregard 
the  will  of  the  people,  but  to  set  it  at  defiance, 
and  to  establish  the  counter  principle,  that  the 
few  should  govern  the  many.  The  men  justly 
termed  conspirators  and  usurpers  because  they 
cannot  show  your  warrant  for  their  acts,  were, 
when  this  convention  met,  practically  in  full  pos- 
session of  every  branch  of  the  state  government, 
and  still  claim  the  right  to  exercise  their  usurped 
power ;  and  if  you  submit  to  their  acts  of  seces- 
sion and  affiliation  with  usurpers  like  themselves, 
you  yield  to  them  the  right  to  govern  you  in  per- 
petuity. Will  your  bill  of  rights  and  constitu- 
tion afford  you  any  protection  against  those  who 
have  already  violated  both  ?  Will  your  connec- 
tion with  a  pretended  Confederacy,  in  every  state 
of  which  the  leaders  have  openly  and  directly  re- 
fused to  submit  their  similar  acts  to  the  approval 
or  rejection  of  their  people,  aid  you  in  the  recov- 
ery of  the  fundamental  right  of  which  you  have 
been  so  wantonly  robbed  ? 

But  is  secession  right,  or  is  it  desirable  if  it  is 
right  ?  We  will  not  amplify  the  argument  on  the 
first  branch  of  this  inquiry.  The  ratification  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  by  our  own 
commonwealth,  in  express  terms,  reserves  the 
right  to  abrogate  it  to  those  by  whom  it  was 
made,  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  thus  re- 
pudiating in  advance  the  modern  doctrine  of  sep- 
arate state  secession.  This  is  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  views  of  our  elder  statesmen,  whose  pa- 
triotism and  ability  are  held  in  reverence,  not  only 
by  us  and  by  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  Union,  but  by 
good  men  throughout  the  world.  It  is  the  logic 
of  every  honest  heart,  that  a  contract,  a  compact, 
or  call  it  what  you  will,  can  only  be  set  aside  by 
the  joint  act  of  those  by  whom  it  was  made. 

But  why  should  secession  be  desirable  ?  Why 
should  Virginia  desire  to  withdraw  from  that 
Union  of  which  she  has  been  for  so  long  an  hon- 
ored member  —  that  Union,  the  accomplishment 
of  which  illumines,  with  the  brightest  rays,  her 
own  history,  and  the  lives  of  her  most  distin- 
guished sons  ?  Shall  it  be  said  that  what  she 
toiled  to  achieve  in  1787,  was  destroyed  by  her 
own  act  in  1861  ?  Is  there  on  the  page  of  history 
the  story  of  a  nation  that  has  risen  more  rapidly 
to  prosperity  and  power,  or  more  steadily  ad- 
vanced in  intellectual  and  moral  culture  ?  There 
is  no  such  nation,  nor  is  there  among  the  thirty- 
four  states  one  which  has  profited  more  by  the 
association,  or  one  which  would  suffer  more 'from 
its  dissolution,  as  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  our 
geographical  position. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  the  north-western 
counties  of  the  state,  knowing  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  their  people  remained,  and  would  remain, 
faithful  to  the  Union  under  all  circumstances,  met 
in  convention  at  Wheeling  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  May  last,  to  consult  upon  their  condition  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  it  might  indicate.  It  was 
literally  a  mass  convention,  and  from  the  irregular 
manner  of  the  appointment  of  its  delegates,  was 


[  not  calculated  for  the  despatch  of  business.  As 
'  the  result  of  its  deliberations,  the  convention 
which  now  addresses  you  was  called,  the  represen- 
tation in  which  is  proportioned  to  that  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  The  number  of  counties  actually 
represented  is  thirty-four,  and  we  have  reliable 
assurance  that  several  which  are  now  with  us  in 
spirit,  will  ere  long  be  present  by  their  regularly 
appointed  delegates.  Considering  that  in  so 
many  counties  every  expression  of  opinion  unfa- 
vorable to  the  conspirators  is  suppressed,  the  num- 
ber already  represented  is  larger  than  could  have 
been  anticipated.  Several  of  the  delegates  pres- 
ent escaped  from  their  counties  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  while  others  are  still  detained  at  home 
by  force  or  menaces  against  them  or  their  families 
and  property.  Such  is  doubtless  the  case  in 
other  counties  from  which  we  have  no  informa- 
tion. 

Two  courses  of  action  were  presented  to  those 
who  now  address  you  upon  their  organization, 
both  of  which  had  been  debated  in  the  previous 
convention  at  this  place.  The  first  was  the  im- 
mediate separation  of  the  western  or  north-west- 
ern counties  from  the  residue  of  the  state.  This 
was  the  result  rather  of  a  previous  and  growing 
belief,  now  amounting  to  conviction  in  the  minds 
of  all  throughout  this  section  of  the  state,  that 
diversity,  almost  opposition,  of  interests,  —different 
directions  of  the  channels  of  trade,  and  the  want 
of  legislation  adapted  to  their  condition,  and  in- 
dispensable to  their  moral  and  material  prosperity, 
rendered  the  separation  desirable  under  any  and 
all  circumstances.  But  aside  from  the  constitu- 
tional requirements  which  made  its  accomplish- 
ment almost  impossible  while  hostilities  continued, 
the  consideration  that  to  separate  now,  would  be 
to  separate  from  many  who,  under  circumstances 
even  more  adverse  than  those  by  which  they  had 
been  themselves  surrounded,  had  maintained  then- 
loyalty  to  the  Federal  government,  caused  the 
abandonment  of  this  course  at  this  time.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  who,  like 
themselves,  were  constrained  to  repudiate  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Richmond  convention  and  the  state 
authorities,  demanded  that  such  a  course  should 
be  taken  as  would  enable  all  the  loyal  citizens  of 
the  commonwealth  to  participate  in  its  advan- 
tages, and  to  enjoy  the  security  it  might  offer. 

Besides  submission  to  palpable  usurpation, 
there  was  then  but  one  alternative,  namely,  un- 
der the  authority  of  numerous  precedents  in  the 
history  of  nations,  to  assume  the  conduct  of  the 
government,  on  the  ground  that  those  previously 
intrusted  with  its  administration,  by  their  numer- 
ous illegal  and  unconstitutional  acts,  in  plain  der- 
ogation of  the  rights  of  the  people,  had,  in  the 
language  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
"  abdicated  government,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
their  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us ;  " 
whereby,  in  the  words  of  the  same  instrument, 
"  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilation, 
have  returned  to  the  people  for  their  exercise." 
This  convention,  therefore,  in  humble,  but,  as 
they  firmly  believe,  proper  imitation  of  the  sages 
of  '76,  have,  "  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
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good  people  of  Virginia,"  issued  their  declara- 
tion, "  that  the  preservation  of  their  dearest 
rights  and  liberties,  and  their  security  in  person 
and  property,  imperatively  demand  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  government  of  the  commonwealth." 

In  pursuance  of  this  declaration,  we  have  passed 
such  ordinances  as  are  immediately  necessary  to 
reorganize  the  government,  and  put  it  in  opera- 
tion. We  have  appointed  a  governor,  lieutenant- 
governor,  attorney-general,  and  executive  coun- 
cil, leaving  to  the  General  Assembly,  which  we 
have  directed  to  be  convened,  at  a  very  early  day, 
to  fill,  or  to  provide  for  filling,  all  other  offices  as 
soon  as  in  their  judgment  it  can  be  properly  done. 
The  terms  of  the  officers  we  have  appointed  are 
limited  to  six  months,  or  until  the  election  and 
qualification  of  their  successors,  for  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  authorized  to  provide  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  In  all  this,  our  fellow- 
citizens  will  clearly  perceive  that  there  has  been 
no  disposition  to  assume  any  power  or  authority 
not  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  their  present 
unhappy  condition,  or  to  retain  it  longer  than  a 
regard  for  their  highest  interests  may  require. 

In  reply  to  remarks  which  have  been  made 
abroad,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say^,  that  we  have  not 
seen  occasion  to  take  any  steps  in  reference  to  the 
debt  of  the  state.  The  idea  of  the  repudiation  of 
any  part  of  it  which  was  legally  contracted,  has 
not  been  expressed  or  entertained  by  any  member 
of  the  convention.  The  only  notice  the  subject 
has  received,  has  been  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed separation  of  the  western  counties,  and 
whenever  it  has  been  thus  named,  those  desirous 
of  separation  have  invariably  expressed  their 
willingness  to  assume  their  equitable  portion  of 
the  burden.  Any  promises  of  payment  or  pro- 
jects of  arrangement  at  this  time,  when  the  very 
existence  of  the  commonwealth  is  threatened, 
would  be  worse  than  idle. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  with  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  course  adopted  is  the  only  one 
by  which  the  state  can  be  retained  in  the  Union, 
and  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people  secured 
and  perpetuated,  we  most  earnestly  call  upon  our 
loyal  fellow-citizens,  in  every  county  of  the  com- 
monwealth, who  are  not  already  represented  in 
the  General  Assembly  and  in  this  convention,  to 
elect  members  of  the  legislature,  and  appoint 
delegates  to  this  body,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Writs  of  election  will  be  issued  by  the 
executive  whenever  it  appears  that  they  can  be 
executed,  and  representatives  from  every  county 
will  be  most  cordially  received.  No  suspension 
or  essential  change  of  any  part  of  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  unless  positively 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  will  be 
made,  until  the  will  of  the  whole  people,  or  of 
their  authorized  representatives,  can  be  freely  ex- 
pressed ;  and  such  changes  as  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  so  demanded,  will  be  submitted  for 
ratification  at  an  early  day. 

We  call  upon  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  common- 
wealth to  organize  and  arm  for  its  defence  against 
the  conspirators  and  usurpers  at  Richmond,  and 
their  aiders  and  abettors.  Plans  will  immediately 


be  devised  to  give  to  such  organizations  the  great- 
est efficiency.  The  general  government  will  aid  and 
protect  us  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  will 
most  unquestionably  recognize  the  reorganized 
government  as  the  true  and  legitimate  govern- 
ment of  the  state.  They  cannot  and  will  not  do 
otherwise. 

The  reorganized  government  appeals  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people  for  countenance  and  support 
in  this  hour  of  great  anxiety  and  trial.  They  do 
so  confidently,  because,  while  there  have  been 
many  defections  from  the  great  and  holy  cause  of 
"  Liberty  and  Union  "  among  those  to  whom  you 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  for  political  infor- 
mation and  direction,  there  have  been  compara- 
tively few  among  yourselves.  In  this  matter, 
which  appeals  to  your  dearest  rights  and  interests, 
you  have  responded  spontaneously  to  the  prompt- 
ings of  your  honest  hearts.  Your  own  experience 
has  taught  you  the  great  benefits  of  the  Union, 
and  you  recognize  the  great  principle,  that  a  gov- 
ernment so  beneficial  in  its  operations,  so  mild  in 
its  requirements,  ,so  powerful  to  protect,  and  so 
constituted  as  to  diffuse  throughout  an  immense 
territory  the  blessings  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
"should  not  be  changed  for  light  or  transient 
causes."  In  every  county  where  the  free  expres- 
sion of  your  views  has  been  permitted,  your  ma- 
jorities in  favor  of  the  maintenance  and  perpetuity 
of  the  Union  have  far  exceeded  the  calculations 
of  the  most  sanguine  among  your  friends.  Per- 
severe, then,  in  your  most  holy  war  against  the 
corrupt  and  perjured  oligarchy  who  have  usurped 
your  government,  and  would  have  sold  you  to  the 
ambitious  despots  of  an  unholy  affiliation.  In 
such  a  cause,  we  may  look  for  the  blessings  of 
that  Holy  One,  who  has  made  it  a  part  of  his 
divine  providence  that  those  who,  in  purity  of 
heart  and  purpose,  strive  for  the  preservation  of 
their  dearest  rights,  their  homes  and  their  coun- 
try, although  the  struggle  may  be  protracted  for 
long  and  weary  years,  shall  never  strive  in  vain. 
By  order  of  the  Convention, 

ARTHUR  I.  BOREMAN, 

President. 

G.  L.  CRANMER, 

Secretary, 


Doc.  16. 

THE   PASSAGE  OF  THE    POTOMAC. 
GENERAL   PATTERSON'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  PENNSYLVANIA,  ) 
MARTLNSBURG,  July  6,  IBiil.     \ 

Colonel  E.  D.  Townsend,  A.  A.  General  U.  S.  A., 

Washington  City : 

SIR  :  I  telegraphed  my  intention  to  cross  the 
Potomac  on  the  first  instant.  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  report  my  movements  since  that  date. 

I  left  Hagerstown  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
thirtieth  ultimo,  the  earliest  day  my  command 
could  take  the  field  in  a  proper  condition  for 
active  service,  intending  the  following  morning  to 
enter  Virginia  with  two  columns,  (at  Dam  No. 
Four  and  at  Williamsport,)  to  be  united  the  same 
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day  at  Hainesville,  the  location  of  the  rebels. 
Owing  to  the  danger  and  difficulty  attending  the 
fording  at  Dam  No.  Four,  I  placed  all  the  force  at 
Williamsport. 

My  order  of  march  for  the  second  instant,  is 
given  in  the  accompanying  circular.  The  advance 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  four  A.  M.,  all  taking  the 
main  road  to  Martinsburg  with  the  exception  of 
Negley's  brigade,  which,  about  one  mile  from  the 
ford,  diverged  to  the  right  to  meet  the  enemy, 
should  he  come  from  Hedges ville,  to  guard  our 
right  and  to  rejoin  at  Hainesville. 

About  five  miles  from  the  ford  the  skirmishers 
in  front  and  on  the  flank  suddenly  became  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy  posted  in  a  clump  of 
trees,  at  the  same  time  their  main  force  ap- 
peared in  front  sheltered  by  fences,  timber,  and 
houses. 

Abercrombie  immediately  deployed  his  regi- 
ments, (First  Wisconsin  and  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania,) on  each  side  of  the  road,  placed  Hudson's 
section,  supported  by  the  First  troop  Philadel- 
phia City  cavalry,  in  the  road,  and  advanced  to 
the  attack  against  a  warm  fire  before  him.  The 
enemy,  being  supported  by  artillery,  resisted  for 
twenty-five  minutes  with  much  determination. 

Lieutenant  Hudson,  after  getting  into  position, 
soon  silenced  their  guns. 

In  the  mean  time  Thomas's  brigade  rapidly  ad- 
vanced, and  deployed  to  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy  seeing  this  movement,  and 
being"  pressed  by  Abercrombie,  retired,  hotly  pur- 
sued for  four  miles  by  artillery  and  infantry.  The 
cavalry  could  not  be  employed  on  account  of 
numerous  fences  and  walls  crossing  the  country. 
In  the  enemy's  camp  was  found  camp  equipage, 
provisions,  grain,  &c. 

This  brush  was  highly  creditable  to  our  arms, 
winning  as  we  did  the  day  against  a  foe  superior 
in  number  to  those  engaged  on  our  side.  They 
were  well  posted,  sheltered  by  timber,  and  sus- 
tained by  artillery  and  cavalry.  Our  men  ad- 
vanced over  open  ground  against  a  warm  fire  of 
artillery  and  infantry.  I  present  the  reports  of  the 
Colonels  Abercrombie  and  Thomas,  and  Lieuten- 
ants Perkins  and  Hudson,  and  take  much  pleasure 
in  bearing  testimony,  as  an  eye-witness,  to  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  their  commands  were 
handled  and  their  commendations  earned. 

I  also  bear  testimony  to  the  efficient  service  in 
posting  portions  of  the  troops,  and  conducting 
them  to  the  front  and  into  action,  rendered  by  the 
members  of  my  staff  present  and  on  the  field  of 
battle,  Colonel  Porter,  Captain  John  Newton,  and 
Lieutenant  Babcock,  and  Majors  Price  and  Biddle, 
who  were  employed  conveying  orders,  also  Sur- 
geon Tripler,  in  attention  to  the  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  over  sixty  in 
killed. 

The  number  of  the  wounded  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, as  a  large  number  were  carried  off  the  field. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-General,  commanding. 


CIRCULAR. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  PENNSYLVANIA,  ) 
WILLIAMSPORT,  MD.,  July  l,  1801.     $ 

The  commands  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows, 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  this  place  at  three  A.  M. : 

Colonel  Abercrombie's  brigade,  with  one  section 
of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry. 

Colonel  Thomas's  brigade,  with  one  company  of 
cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

General  Negley's  brigade,  Colonel  Longneck- 
er's  brigade,  and  one  company  cavalry,  General 
Cadwallader,  commanding. 

The  commanders  will  move  in  the  above  order. 
Baggage  trains  will  cross  after  the  commands,  and 
be  guarded  by  a  portion  of  its  regiment.  A 
strong  rear  guard  will  be  detailed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  first  division. 

The  wagons  must  be  kept  closed  up.  Two  regi- 
ments in  all,  from  the  third  and  fourth  brigades, 
will  be  left  as  a  guard  to  the  public  property  in 
this  town. 

The  commanders  of  cavalry  companies  and  sec- 
tions of  artillery  will  report  to  their  brigade  com- 
manders to-night,  and  join  them  in  the  morning. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Doc.  17. 

FIGHT   WITH    THE    RAM   ALBEMARLE. 
OFFICIAL   NAVAL   REPORTS. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT,  ; 
AT  ANCHOR  OFF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  May  (5,  18<H.     { 

GENERAL  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  engaged 
the  ram  Albermarle  yesterday,  from  4.40  to  7.30 
P.  M.,  with  all  my  force,  and  regret  that  our  efforts 
to  capture  him  were  not  attended  with  success. 
Our  shot  had  no  perceptible  effect  upon  her,  close 
alongside.  I  drove  her,  however,  into  the  mouth 
of  Roanoke  River,  somewhat  damaged,  I  think,  but 
with  machinery  not  disabled.  I  captured  the  Bomb- 
shell, with  thirty-seven  prisoners,  officers  and  men. 
Have  not  as  yet  had  any  official  return  from  the 
Sassacus,  which  has  her  in  charge,  and  is  anchored 
several  miles  below.  Our  loss  in  the  large  ves- 
sels is  five  killed  and  twenty-six  wounded.  I 
shall  be  able  to  hold  possession  of  the  sound 
against  any  force  the  rebels  can  organize  at  this 
point.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 

Brigadier-General  J.  N.  PALMER, 

Commanding  Land  Forces  in  North  Carolina. 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLE-S, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

LETTER   OF   ADMIRAL   S.  P.  LEE. 

FLAG-SHIP,  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  ; 
SQUADRON,  JAMES  RIVER,  May  H,  I8(i4.     j 

SIR  :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  report  received 
last  night  from  Captain  Melancton  Smith,  senior 
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officer  present,  of  the  gallant  fight  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fifth  instant,  in  Albemarle  Sound, 
between  our  wooden  gunboats  and  the  rebel  iron- 
clad ram  Albemarle,  in  which  the  latter  was  re- 
pulsed and  her  tender  captured.  I  ask  the  spe- 
cial attention  of  the  department  to  the  signal 
bravery  displayed  by  Captian  Smith,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  engaged  with  him  in  this  remarkable 
action,  which  adds  a  brilliant  page  to  the  exploits 
of  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 
S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ADMIRAL   LEE'S   INSTRUCTIONS. 

FLAG-SHIP,  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING! 

SQUADKON,  OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  > 

April  23,  1864  —  1  P.  M.     ) 

Sm :  The  Navy  Department,  by  telegraphic  de- 
spatch of  this  date,  directs  me  to  send  you  to 
assume  command  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking,  at  all  hazards,  the 
rebel  ram  there,  in  the  best  manner  to  insure  its 
destruction,  by  running  it  down  with  the  double- 
enders,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  my  judg- 
ment or  yours  may  suggest. 

The  Miami  (Commander  Renshaw)  and  the 
Tacony  (Lieutenant-Commander  Truxton)  are 
now  in  the  sounds.  The  Sassacus  (Lieutenant- 
Commander  Roe)  was  sent  there  last  night.  You 
will  take  the  Mattabesett  (Commander  Febiger) 
and  the  Wyalusing  (Lieutenant-Commander 
Queen)  with  you,  and  leave  with  all  practicable 
despatch,  availing  yourself  of  the  present  high 
tides  to  enter  the  sounds.  I  send  with  you 
two  (2)  officers  who  have  served  in  the  sounds, 
and  whose  local  knowledge  will  be  useful  to  you. 

Enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  the  twen- 
ty-first instant  to  Commander  Davenport  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  unless  you  find  occasion 
to  vary  them  for  a  more  promising  plan  of  attack. 

Attacking  the  ram  will,  to  some  extent,  intimi- 
date it,  and  by  getting  alongside  of  it,  in  or  near 
contact,  and  on  each  side,  holding  position,  and 
by  firing  at  the  centre  of  its  ports,  whether  open 
or  shut,  and  on  its  roof,  you  will  disable  and  cap- 
ture it.  Your  guns  should  have  double  breeching, 
and  be  loaded  with  heavy  charges  (say  from  fif- 
teen (15)  to  eighteen  (18)  pounds  of  powder  for 
the  nine-inch  guns)  and  solid  shot,  and  they  should 
so  be  depressed  as  to  fire  as  near  a  perpendicular 
line  to  the  slope  of  the  roof  as  practicable.  If  all 
hands  lie  down  when  the  guns  are  fired,  they  will 
escape  the  rebound  of  broken  parts  from  the  shot. 

At  the  time  of  this  attack,  if  some  shell  were 
thrown  down  the  ram's  smoke-stack,  she  might 
thus  be  disabled. 

The  advantage  of  getting  alongside,  and  of  each 
side  of  her,  is,  that  you  prevent  her  from  ramming, 
and  have  a  controlling  fire  upon  her  roof  and  ports. 

The  ports  and  stern  are  her  weak  points.  Even 
if  her  ports  are  kept  closed,  as  in  her  attack  on 
the  Miami  and  Southfield's  bows,  you  can,  if 
alongside  of  her,  fire  through  them  and  into  her ; 


and  if  her  roof  is,  as  described,  of  railroad  iron, 
with  a  thin  plating  over  it,  the  mechanical  diffi- 
culty of  securing  this  is  such  that  it  will  loosen 
and'  fly  off  under  the  concussion  of  your  heavy 
fire,  whilst  the  inside  nuts  and  bolts  will  act  like 
canister  on  her  deck,  and  the  concussion,  espe- 
cially if  her  ports  are  shut,  will  shock  and  demor- 
alize her  crew,  giving  you  a  complete  victory. 
Besides,  you  may  force  her  ashore,  where  the  fall- 
ing freshet,  in  the  Roanoke  River  will  leave  her. 

Be  sure  and  not  have  the  neutral  point  of  your 
wheel-houses  opposite  her  ports.  Your  wheel- 
houses  should  be  abaft  or  forward  of  her  roof,  — 
better  abaft. 

The  department  seems  to  prefer  ramming.  This 
ram  is  reported  to  be  of  the  usual  Merrimac  mod- 
el; if  so,  heavy  logging,  and  a  knuckle  ironed 
over,  make  her  sides  strong.  But  ramming  under 
high  speed  may  drive  it  in,  or  you  may  drive  her 
ashore,  or  mount  her  ends,  and  (especially  if  in 
the  sounds  with  some  sea)  sink  her.  Intrusted 
by  the  department  with  the  performance  of  this 
signal  service,  I  leave  (with  the  expression  of  my 
views)  to  you  the  manner  of  executing  it. 

All  assaults  are  exposed  service;  but  this  as- 
sault has,  with  much  real  risk,  less  than  appears. 

Wishing  you  success  and  pro-motion, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Captain  M.  SMITH, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Onondaga. 

REPORT    OF   CAPTAIN   MELANCTON    SMITH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT, 
AT  ANCHOR,  ALBEMARLE  SOUND, 
OFF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  May  5, 1804. 

SIR  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  r,am 
Albemarle,  steamer  Cotton  Plant,  with  troops, 
and  the  armed  steamer  Bombshell,  laden  with 
provisions  and  coal,  came  out  of  Roanoke  River 
to-day  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  after  being  tolled 
ten  miles  down  the  sound  by  the  picket  force  left 
to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  Mattabe- 
sett, Wyalusing,  Sassacus,  and  Whitehead  got 
under  way,  and  stood  up  to  engage  them ;  the 
smaller  boats  falling  into  position  in  accordance 
with  the  enclosed  programme. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  4.40  by  the  ram 
filing  the  first  gun,  which  destroyed  the  Matta- 
besett's  launch,  and  wounded  several  men.  The 
second  shot  cut  away  some  of  the  standing  and 
running  rigging.  At  4.45  the  Bombshell  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  and  was  ordered  to  fall 
in  our  wake ;  at  4.50  fired  a  broadside  into  the 
ram  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards ; 
at  5.50  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  fire  on  pass- 
ing, and  then  rammed  his  stern,  pouring  in  a 
broadside  at  the  same  time.  The  Sassacus  was 
seen  soon  afterwards  enveloped  with  steam,  when 
she  hauled  off,  evidently  disabled.  The  colors  of 
the  ram  at  this  moment  came  down, and  it  was  some 
time  before  it  was  ascertained  whether  he  had 
surrendered,  or  they  had  been  shot  away.  During 
the  contact  it  was,  of  course,  impossible  for  the 
other  vessels  to  fire ;  but  when  the  Sassacus  be- 
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came  disengaged  and  resumed  her  firing,  the 
engagement  became  general ;  the  smaller  vessels 
firing  so  rapidly  that  it  was  dangerous  for  the 
larger  ones  to  approach,  and  they  appeared  also 
to  be  ignorant  of  all  signals,  as  they  answered 
without  obeying  them.  The  engagement  contin- 
ued until  about  7.30,  when,  it  becoming  dark,  the 
Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres  were  sent  ahead  to 
keep  the  ram  in  sight,  and  to  remain  on  picket  duty 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River,  if  he  succeed- 
ed in  entering  it;  the  Mattabesett,  Wyalusing, 
Miami,  and  Whitehead  coming  to  anchor  in  the 
sound  two  miles  and  a  half  below.  Eight  torpe- 
does have  been  furnished  by  the  army,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  last  night  to  place  them  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river :  the  entrance  being  watched, 
it  was  found  impracticable.  Another  effort  was 
made  to-day,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  the  ram 
was  discovered  two  miles  above  on  his  way  out. 
During  the  engagement  a  seine  was  laid  out  across 
the  ram's  bow,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to  try  and 
foul  his  propeller,  but  he  passed  over  it  without 
injury.  A  torpedo  was  rigged  out  from  the  bow  of 
the  Miami,  and  she  was  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
attempt  to  explode  it,  but  from  some  cause,  yet 
unexplained,  it  was  not  done.  She  ran  up,  how- 
ever, sheered  off  and  delivered  her  broadside,  and 
continued  to  fire  at  him  rapidly.  The  injuries 
sustained  by  the  ram  are  thought  to  be  considera- 
ble, but  his  motive  power  is  evidently  uninjured. 
His  boats  were  knocked  off  from  the  decks,  and 
his  stack  riddled,  and  it  is  also  believed  that  one 
of  his  guns  was  disabled.  The  ram  is  certainly 
very  formidable.  He  is  fast  for  that  class  of  ves- 
sel, making  from  six  to  seven  knots,  turns  quickly, 
and  is  armed  with  heavy  guns,  as  is  proved  by  the 
one  hundred-pounder  Brooks  projectile  that  en- 
tered and  lodged  in  the  Mattabesett,  and  one 
hundred-pounder  Whitworth  shot  received  by  the 
Wyalusing,  while  the  shot  fired  at  him  were  seen 
to  strike  fire  upon  the  casemates  and  hull,  flying 
upwards  and  falling  in  the  water  without  having 
had  any  perceptible  effect  upon  the  vessel.  I  had 
tried  the  eii'ect  of  ramming  (as  suggested  by  the 
department)  in  the  case  of  the  Sassacus,  and  was 
deterred  from  repeating  the  experiment  by  the 
injury  she  had  sustained,  and  a  signal  from  the 
Wyalusing  that  she  was  sinking,  which,  if  the  lat- 
ter had  bee'n  correct,  (and  I  was  not  informed 
to  the  contrary  until  after  the  vessels  came  to 
anchor,)  would  have  left  too  small  a  force  of  effi- 
cient vessels  to  keep  the  control  of  the  sound, 
which  I  now  hold,  and  shall  be  able  to  maintain 
against  any  rebel  force  that  they  will-  be  able  to 
organize  at  this  point  when  present  damages  are 
repaired.  I  am  convinced  that  side-wheel  steam- 
ers cannot  be  laid  alongside  of  the  Albemarle 
without  totally  disabling  their  wheels,  which  is 
the  reason  for  not  adopting  the  suggestion  con- 
tained in  your  order  to  me  of  the  twenty-third 
instant.  It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  barges  with 
troops  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croatan  River, 
ready  to  come  out,  and  a  steamer  was  seen  in  that 
direction;  but  in  regard  to  the  first  I  have  no 
positive  information. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  on  board 


the  several  vessels  engaged,  and  will  forward  the 
detailed  reports  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition 
and  damages  they  sustained  so  soon  as  they  are 
received  from  the  commanding  officer.  I  also  for- 
ward you  a  hurried  sketch  of  the  appearance  of 
the  ram. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  of  the  Sound. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT   OF  CAPT.   SMITH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT,  ) 
OFF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  May  5, 1864.     ) 

SIR  :  I  should  have  embodied  in  my  report  the 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  captured  in  the 
Bombshell,  but  the  Sassacus,  who  took  her  in 
charge  after  being  herself  disabled,  is  anchored 
some  distance  below,  and  has  not  communicated 
with  me,  and  I  have  no  available  steamer  to  com- 
municate with  him.  I  am  trying  again  to  place 
torpedoes  in  the  bend  of  the  Roanoke  River,  two 
miles  and  a  haif  from  the  mouth. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Captain. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

GENERAL  ORDER  AS  TO  PLAN  OF  ATTACK. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT,  / 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  May  2, 1801.     j 

THE  steamers  will  advance  in  the  third  order  of 
steaming,  the  Miami  leading  the  second  line  of 
steamers. 

Miami,  Mattabesett, 

Ceres,  Sassacus, 

Commodore  Hull,  Wyalusing, 

Seymour,  Whitehead. 

The  proposed  plan  of  attack  will  be,  for  the 
large  vessels  to  pass  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
ram,  without  endangering  their  wheels,  delivering 
their  fire,  and  rounding  to  immediately  for  a  sec- 
ond discharge. 

The  steamer  Miami  will  attack  the  ram,  and  en- 
deavor to  explode  her  torpedo  at  any  moment  she 
may  have  the  advantage,  or  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity. Specific  orders  cannot  be  given  for  the 
attack,  as  the  manoeuvring  of  the  ram  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  the  only  order  considered  neces- 
sary is  to  sink,  destroy,  or  capture  by  some  or  all 
methods  here  suggested.  The  stern  of  the  ram 
is  to  be  fired  at  by  any  of  the  vessels  having  a 
heavy  gun,  taking  care  not  to  fire  when  any  of 
our  own  vessels  are  in  range.  The  propeller  is 
to  be  fouled,  if  possible,  by  lines  from  the  stems  of 
our  vessels,  or  with  the  fish-net,  as  heretofore  pro- 
posed. 

The  stack  of  the  ram  is  supposed  to  be  capped, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  throw  powder  or  shell 
down,  but  all  vessels  having  hose  should  be  pre- 
pared to  lead  them  up  under  the  cap  in  the  event 
of  getting  alongside.  The  stern  and  ports  are 
probably  the  most  vulnerable  points,  and  should 
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be  assailed  by  every  vessel  having  an  opportunity 
to  fire  into  them.  A  blow  from  the  ram  must  be 
received,  if  possible,  on  the  bow,  and  as  near  the 
stem  as  our  steering  will  permit ;  and  if  the  prod 
should  enter  a  vessel  in  that  manner,  open  wide 
and  go  ahead,  to  prevent  her  withdrawing  it, 
when  the  other  vessels  will  attack  the  propeller. 

Should  the  thirty  armed  launches  accompany 
the  ram,  the  small  steamers  will  run  them  down, 
using  their  howitzers  with  shrapnel  on  approach- 
ing, and  hand  grenades  when  near.  Small  grap- 
nels should  be  in  readiness  to  throw  at  the  stack, 
and  secure  our  vessels  alongside  when  other  ex- 
periments have  failed.  Ramming  may  be  resorted 
to,  but  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  stems  of 
the  double-enders  will  render  this  a  matter  of  seri- 
ous consideration  with  their  commanders,  who 
will  be  at  liberty  to  use  their  judgment  as  to  the 
propriety  of  this  course  when  a  chance  shall  pre- 
sent itself.  M.  SMITH, 

Senior  Officer. 
CASUALTIES    ON    THE    SASSACUS. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SASSACUS,  ) 
May  6,  1804.      ) 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  casualties  arising  on  board  this  ship 
from  the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant : 

James  M.  Hobby,  first  assistant  engineer, 
scalded  severely ;  G.  H.  Doyle,  first  class  fire- 
man, ditto ;  Thomas  Welch,  first  class  fireman, 
scalded,  perhaps  fatally  ;  James  Tillot,  first  class 
fireman,  William  Sutherland,  first  class  fire- 
man, Edward  Kelly,  second  class  fireman,  and 
Joseph  Murray,  second  class  fireman,  scalded 
and  wounded,  perhaps  fatally ;  O.  H.  Merrell, 
second  class  fireman,  scalded  very  severely ; 
Charles  White,  second  class  fireman,  scalded 
very  severely;  Thomas  Johnson,  second  coal- 
heaver,  killed;  John  English,  coal-heaver,  M. 
Sullivan,  coal-heaver,  and  E.  Sullivan,  coal- 
heaver,  scalded ;  E.  H.  Mayer,  ensign,  and  E. 
Sawyer,  ensign,  contusion,  not  severe ;  E.  Clay- 
ton, ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Lang,  captain 
after  guard,  wounded  severely ;  William  McKay, 
carpenter's  mate,  and  George  Simms,  captain's 
steward,  wounded,  not  seriously;  and  T.  W. 
Smith,  seaman,  scalded. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDGAR  HOLD  EN, 

Assistant-Surgeon,  U.  S.  N. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  ROE, 
Commanding. 

CASUALTIES    ON    THE    MATTABESETT. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMKR  MATTABESETT,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  N.  C.,  May  5,  1864.     ] 

SIR  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  the 
following  casualties  on  board  this  ship  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  ram  to-day  : 

Killed.  —  Ralph  E.  Lake,  first  class  fireman, 
and  William  H.  Dewitt,  first  class  boy. 

Wounded.  —  James  L.  Plunkett,  acting  master, 
contusion  of  right  thigh ;  Daniel  Lamon,  captain 
forecastle,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp  ;  James  Mul- 
vehill,  ordinarv  seaman,  contused  wound  of  back  j 


and  left  elbow ;  Greenburg  T.  Smith,  landsman, 
contused  wound  of  left  shoulder ;  Charles  F. 
Moeller,  first  class  boy,  wound  of  right  knee  and 
ecchymosis  of  left  eyebrow  and  lid;  John  B. 
Jewett,  landsman,  punctured  wound  of  right 
fore-arm. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  P.  BOYER, 

Acting  Assistant-Surgeon,  U.  S.  N. 

Commander  JOHN  C.  FEBIGER, 

United  States  Navy. 

CASUALTIES    ON    THE   WYALUSING. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  WYALUSING,  ) 
OFF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  May  5,  1864.     \ 

SIR  :  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  John  A. 
Oliver,  landsman,  by  being  struck  on  the  right 
side  of  the  head,  on  the  temporal  bone,  near  the 
suture,  by  a  fragment  of  iro'n  shot  away  from  off 
one  of  the  starboard  smoke-stack  guys,  forward, 
penetrating  his  skull  into  the  brain.  He  was 
killed  at  the  nine-inch  gun  forward. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  SARTORI, 

Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  QUEEN, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Wyalusing, 
off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C. 

REPORT   ON    COMMANDER  JOHN   C.   FEBIGER. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT,  > 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  N.  C.,  May  6,  18(54.     \ 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  yesterday 
in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle. 
At  three  P.  M.,  discovering  the  picket  boats  sta- 
tioned off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  I^iver  to  be 
falling  back,  as  ordered  when  the  ramii  appeared, 
we  made  general  signal  to  get  under  way.  At 
ten  minutes  past  three  got  under  way  and  stood 
up  the  sound,  with  the  Sassacus,  Wyalusing,  and 
Whitehead  following  in  first  order  of  steaming. 
At  forty-five  minutes  past  three  made  signal,  "  ram 
is  out ; "  the  Miami,  Commodore  Hull,  and  Ceres 
falling  into  position  as  we  came  up  on  port  quarter, 
thus  forming  the  third  order,  as  directed.  At 
twenty  minutes  past  four  Miami  made  signal, 
"  the  enemy  is  retreating,"  the  ram  ^ind  gunboat 
being  observed  to  have  their  heads  pointing  to- 
wards the  entrance  of  Roanoke  River,  distance 
about  ten  (10)  miles.  At  forty  minutes  past  four, 
when  abaft  the  ram's  beam,  she  fired  two  shots, 
one  of  which  cut  away  both  rails  of  launch  and 
spar  across  davits,  scattering  splinters  and  wound- 
ing Acting  Master  Plunkett  very  slightly,  two 
men  severely  and  three  slightly,  all  belonging  to 
forward  rifle  gun.  Noticing  immediately  after 
the  firing  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
ram  to  run  into  us,  the  helm  was  ordered  to  star- 
board, sheering  to  port,  thus  causing  us  to  pass 
at  a  greater  distance  than  was  our  intention.  At 
forty-five  minutes  past  four,  when  a  little  abaft 
the  ram's  beam,  at  between  one  hundred  (100) 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  yards  distance, 
fired  our  starboard  rifles  and  (9)  nine-inch  guns 
with  solid  shot,  passing  ahead,  and  when  nearly 
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abeam  of  the  Bombshell,  firing  the  starboard 
howitzers  and  forward  rifles  at  her.  She  imme- 
diately hauling  down  her  colors  and  showing  a 
white  flag,  orders  were  at  once  given  to  stop 
firing  on  her,  and  the  howitzer's  crew  were  sent 
to  assist  the  crews  of  the  two  rifle  guns.  Passing 
ahead,  the  helm  was  put  to  port  with  the  inten- 
tion of  running  close  along  the  starboard  side  of 
the  enemy ;  but  the  smaller  vessel,  not  keeping 
position  or  following  our  lead,  we  were  soon  com- 
pelled to  stop  the  engine,  being  within  their  line 
of  fire.  Our  vessels  at  this  time  were  on  both 
sides  of  the  Albemarle,  this  vessel,  the  Wyalusing, 
and  Sassacus  being  the  only  ones  that  had  then 
rounded  her  bows,  we  being  on  her  quarter,  Sas- 
sacus abeam,  and  Wyalusing  on  starboard  bow, 
all  having  stopped  their  engines.  At  five  minutes 
past  five  the  Sassacus  ran  down  bows  on,  striking 
the  Albemarle  on  starboard  quarter.  After  re- 
maining in  contact  some  few  minutes  she  disen- 
gaged herself,  and  soon  afterwards  was  seen  to  be 
enveloped  in  steam  ;  at  this  time  the  colors  of  the 
Albemarle  were  either  shot  away  or  hauled  down, 
and  were  not  hoisted  again  during  the  action. 
As  her  fire  had  ceased,  we  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  she  had  surrendered,  until,  soon  after 
the  Sassacus  had  got  clear,  she  was  observed  to 
resume  it ;  this  vessel  and  others  immediately 
doing  the  same.  The  squadron  still  remaining 
out  of  position,  and  endangering  each  other  by 
their  fire,  our  attention  was  turned  to  getting 
them  into  line.  At  twenty  minutes  past  five  we 
made  signal  to  Miami  "  to  pass  within  hail ;  "  (she 
was  soon  after  hailed,  and  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
try  her  torpedo.)  At  half  past  five  made  general 
signal  to  keep  in  line,  and  forty-five  minutes  past 
five  repeated  the  signal.  At  fifty-five  minutes 
past  five  made  signal  to  Wyalusing  "to  cease 
firing,"  she  being  still  on  ram's  starboard  bow ; 
the  remainder  of  the  vessels  (with  the  exception 
of  the  Sassacus,  which  had  hauled  off)  were  tak- 
ing position  on  port  quarter  of  the  enemy.  At 
five  minutes  past  six  made  general  signal  to  keep 
close  order.  At  forty-five  minutes  past  six  made 
signal  to  Wyalusing  to  cease  firing,  she  at  the 
time  coming  round  to  take  position.  Soon  after 
hailing  her  with  an  order  to  go  ahead  of  the  line 
and  pass  close  to  Albemarle,  in  reply  she  reported 
herself  sinking,  and  at  fifty-five  minutes  past  six 
made  signal  "  sinking ; "  but  still  going  ahead, 
finally  took  her  position.  Finding  that  the  line 
was  gradually  edging  off,  we  steamed  ahead  inside, 
delivering  our  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  when  on 
the  quarter  and  abeam  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
having  passed  ahead  attempted  to  lay  our  seine 
in  her  course  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  her  pro- 
pellers, but,  unfortunately,  it  was  torn  and  lost 
before  getting  into  the  desired  position.  We  then 
rounded  the  vessel  to  port,  working  the  port  bat- 
tery ;  when  nearly  abeam  of  the  enemy  we  re- 
ceived a  six-inch  rifle  shot,  which  entered  on  the 
port  side  below  wheel-house  guards  and  abaft 
wheel,  passing  through  water-ways,  combings  of 
engine-room  hatch,  wounding  a  first  class  fireman 
and  boy  so  severely  that  they  died  soon  after- 
wards, and  bringing  up  in  small  arm  locker.  This 


shot  is  preserved  on  board,  and  is  marked  with 
the  name  of  John  M.  Brooke.  At  half-past  seven, 
growing  quite  dark,  ceased  firing,  and  at  eight 
made  private  signal  to  anchor,  coming  into  line 
abreast,  heading  to  southward. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  our 
crew,  officers  and  men,  was  all,  and  more  than 
could  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  imperfect 
state  of  organization,  having  had  but  few  oppor- 
tunities for  exercise  and  drill  since  our  hurried 
departure  from  New  York.  The  firing  was  remark- 
ably good  under  the  circumstances,  but  the  shot 
seemed  to  have  but  little  effect  upon  the  enemy. 

Our  pilot,  Mr.  Tooker,  deserves  mention  'for 
coolness  and  attention  to  his  duties  during  our 
constant  manoeuvrings. 

Enclosed  are  returns  of  gunner's  expenditures, 
and  report  of  injuries.  The  surgeon's  report  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  submit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  C.  FEBIGER, 

Commander. 

Captain  MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Commanding  Officer  of  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

AMMUNITION   USED    ON   THE    MATTABESETT. 
In  Gunner's  Department. 

Nineteen  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 

Four  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch. 

Twenty-seven    ten-pound    charges,   a    hundred- 
pounder  Parrott. 

Sixty  primers. 

Nineteen  grommet  wads. 

Four  junk  wads. 

Three  breechings. 

Two  lock  strings. 

One  two-pound  charge,  twenty-four-pound  howit- 
zer. 

One  one-pound  charge,  twelve-pounder  rifle. 

Twenty-seven  solid  shot,  one  hundred-pounder 
Parrott. 

Twenty-three  solid  shot,  nine-inch. 

One  shrapnel,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 

One  Dahlgren  shell,  twelve-pounder  howitzer. 

One  thumb-screw. 

Eight  muskets   and  eight  sabre  bayonets,  with 
scabbards.        Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  N.  MITCHELL, 

Lieutenant,  and  Executive  Officer. 

REPORT  OF  DAMAGES  TO  THE  MATTABESETT. 
Carpenter's  Department. 

Rail  of  launch  stove  in,  and  davit  spar  carried 
away ;  shot  through  waterways,  just  abaft  port 
wheel,  passed  on  through  combing  of  engine- 
room  hatch,  carrying  away  the  two  after  stan- 
chions of  hand-rail  around  crank-room,  then 
through  starboard  combing,  and  carried  away 
two  sections  of  engine-room  bulkheads,  and  one 
section  of  gallery  bulkhead ;  also  carried  away 
deck  bell-pulls,  and  second  locker  of  armory  on 
starboard  side  ;•  forward  stanchion  of  hurricane 
deck  on  port  side  carried  away  by  No.  1  nine-inch 
broadside. 
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Boatswain's  Department. 

Square- sail  buntlines. 

Both  vangs  of  main  gaff. 

Starboard  main-boom  topping-lift. 

Peak  halyards  stranded. 

Port  main-topmast  stay  and  main-topmast  back 
stay. 

One  seine. 

All  shrouds  starboard  main  lower  rigging  strand- 
ed, and  forward  shroud  of  starboard  fore  lower 
rigging  ditto  ;  also  one  ratline  carried  away  by 
same  shot. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  N.  MITCHELL, 

Lieutenant,  and  Executive  Officer. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

MELANCTON  SMITH. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
department.  Commander  Febiger  seems  to  have 
handled  his  vessel  well,  and,  with  his  officers  and 
men,  to  deserve  much  credit  for  gallant  conduct. 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
REPORT   OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  F.  A.  ROE. 

U.  S.  STEAMER  SASSACUS,  ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  \ 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  May  6, 1864.     ) 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  report  on  the  action  of  this 
vessel  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  Albemarle  and 

§unboat  Bombshell,  at  the  head   of  Albemarle 
ound,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  instant,  in  com- 
pany with  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

Steaming  up  the  sound,  about  four  P.  M.  yester- 
day, the  Sassacus  occupied  the  station  next 
astern  the  Mattabesett,  and  the  Wyalusing  follow- 
ing, when  we  made  out  the  ram,  accompanied  by 
the  Bombshell  and  another  steamer,  coming 
down,  driving  the  Miami  and  picket  boats  before 
them.  Following  your  lead  in  the  Mattabesett, 
I  headed  up  the  pass  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ram,  and  when  nearly  abreast  of  her  starboard 
beam  the  Sassacus  delivered  her  broadside.  In 
this  time  the  ram  sheered  with  her  port  helm,  for 
the  purpose  of  ramming,  but  our  superior  speed 
foiled  her  in  this  attempt,  and  the  Sassacus  passed 
around  her  stern  with  a  hard  port  helm.  Off  the 
port  quarter  of  the  ram  lay  the  Bombshell,  which 
had  opened  fire  simultaneous  with  the  ram,  with 
rifle  guns,  which  had  annoyed  me  a  good  deal. 
I  gave  her  the  starboard  battery,  each  shot  hulling 
her,  when  she  displayed  white  flags,  and  signals 
of  surrender.  Passing  up  to  close  hail  of  her,  I 
demanded  of  her  if  she  had  surrendered.  They 
said  they  had,  and  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled 
down,  and  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  out  of  the 
way,  and  anchor  :  this  was  done. 

As  the  Mattabesett  had  passed  around  the 
stern  of  the  ram,  and  was  heading  down  the 
sound  again,  the  ram  had  turned  partially  round 
with  a  port  helm,  and  now  lay  broadside  to  me. 
As  the  Sassacus  had  been  drawn  off  some  little 
distance  by  her  operations  and  capture  of  the 
Bombshell,  she  had  a  good  distance  to  get  head- 
way, and  seeing  a  favorable  moment  before  me, 
I  ordered  full  steam  and  open  throttle,  and  laid 


the  ships  fair  for  the  broadside  of  the  ram  to  run 
her  down.  The  Sassacus  struck  her  fairly,  just 
abaft  her  starboard  beam,  in  the  position  of  the 
rear  of  the  house  or  casemate,  with  a  speed  of 
nine  to  ten  knots,  making  twenty-two  revolutions, 
with  thirty  pounds  steam.  As  I  struck,  she  sent 
a  hundred-pounder  rifle  shot  through  and  through, 
from  starboard  bow  to  port  side,  on  the  berth 
deck. 

The  collision  was  pretty  heavy,  and  the  ram 
careened  a  good  deal,  so  much  so,  that  the  water 
washed  over  her  deck  forward  and  aft  the  case- 
mate. At  one  time  I  thought  she  was  going 
down  ;  I  kept  the  engine  going,  pushing,  as  I 
hoped,  deeper  and  deeper  into  her,  and  also  hop- 
ing it  might  be  possible  for  some  one  of  the  boats 
to  get  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  me,  and  perhaps 
enable  us  to  sink  her,  or  at  least,  to  get  well  on 
to  him  on  all  sides.  I  retained  this  position  full 
ten  minutes,  throwing  grenades  down  her  deck 
hatch,  and  trying  in  vain  to  get  powder  into  ner 
smoke-stack,  and  receiving  volleys  of  musketry, 
when  the  stern  of  the  ram  began  to  go  round,  and 
her  broadside  port  bearing  on  our  starboard  bow, 
when  the  ram  fired,  and  sent  a  hundred-pounder 
Brooks  rifle  shot  through  the  starboard  side  on 
the  berth  deck,  passing  through  the  empty  bun- 
kers into  the  starboard  boiler,  clean  through  it, 
fore  and  aft,  and  finally  lodging  in  the  ward-room. 
In  a  moment  the  steam  filled  every  portion  of  the 
ship,  from  the  hurricane  deck  to  the  fire-rooms, 
killing  some,  stifling  some,  and  rendering  all 
movement  for  a  time  impossible.  When  the 
steam  cleared  away  so  I  could  look  around  me, 
I  saw  my  antagonist  was  away  from  me,  and 
steaming  off.  In  the  mean  time  the  engine  was 
going,  as  no  one  could  do  anything  below,  some 
sixteen  men  being  scalded.  I  then  put  the  helm 
hard  a  port,  headed  up  the  sound,  and  around  to 
the  land,  in  order  to  clear  the  field  for  the  other 
boats.  Soon  as  the  steam  cleared  up,  and  the 
effect  of  the  explosion  over,  the  officers  and  men 
immediately  went  to  the  guns,  and  kept  them 
going  upon  the  enemy  until  we  drifted  out  of 
range.  I  tried  to  ricochet  several  nine-inch  shot, 
so  that  she  might  be  struck  on  her  bottom  by  the 
upward  bound  of  the  shot;  but  I  had  the  morti- 
fication to  see  every  shot  strike  the  water  inside 
of  her,  and  rise  on  the  opposite  side  of  her.  While 
alongside  of  her,  and  almost  simultaneous  with 
the  fatal  shot  of  the  enemy,  Acting  Ensign  May- 
er sent  a  hundred-pounder  solid  shot  at  her 
port,  which  broke  into  fragments,  one  of  which 
rebounded  and  fell  on  our  deck,  as  did  also  some 
Tagments  of  grenades.  While  thus  together,  I 
ired  three  separate  shots  into  one  of  her  ports  ; 
we  clearly  observed  the  muzzles  of  two  of  his 
uns  broken  very  badly.  After  the  separation  of 
the  two  vessels,  the  Sassacus  was  headed  finally 
down  the  sound,  and  continued  to  move  very 
slowly,  working  on  a  vacuum,  and  finally  stopped, 
en  I  dropped  anchor.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Mattabesett  and  Wyalusing  gallantly  went  in, 
and  the  fight  was  nobly  maintained  by  those  ves- 
sels. 

While  I  regret  the  unfortunate  accident  which 
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drifted  the  Sassacus  out  of  action,  I  cannot  but 
hope  and  believe  that  her  struggle  with  the  iron- 
clad ram  at  such  close  quarters,  and  the  act  of 
running  her  down,  were  productive  of  great 
good.  If  we  ever  hear  from  the  shots  delivered 
when  alongside  of  the  ram,  it  will  be  consoling  to 
us,  as  I  am  convinced  they  did  some  execution 
in  the  port.  Yet  I  am  forced  to  think  that  the 
Albemarle  is  more  formidable  than  the  Merri- 
mac  or  Atlantic,  for  our  solid  one  hundred- 
pounder  rifle  shot  flew  into  splinters  upon  her  iron 
plates.  I  have  to  report  that  the  signal-books  of 
this  vessel  >vere  thrown  overboard,  and  sunk,  at 
the  time  the  boiler  was  struck,  and  the  ship  en- 
veloped in  suffocating  steam.  It  was  appalling 
for  a  few  moments,  and  the  devotion  with  which 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Sassacus  stuck  to  and 
worked  the  guns  fills  me  with  professional  pride. 
After  anchoring,  I  sent  the  army  steam-tug  to 
bring  the  gunboat  Bombshell,  which  had  surren- 
dered to  us  before  we  struck  the  ram  under  our 
guns.  I  then  put  a  prize  crew  aboard,  pumped 
her  out,  started  her  fires,  and  got  up  steam  on 
her.  She  is  now  ready  to  move.  I  took  her 
prisoners  from  the  Ceres,  where  they  had  been 
temporarily  placed.  The  injuries  to  the  Sassacus 
will  be  found  in  the  report  of  officers  of  different 
departments,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  as  also 
the  surgeon's  report  of  scalded  and  wounded.  I 
would  respectfully  report  the  Sassacus  as  disabled 
for  active  operations  until  she  can  be  repaired, 
and  would  request  a  survey  upon  her  when  it  is 
convenient  to  grant  it.  In  this  unequal  conflict 
of  the  wooden  gunboats  against  an  iron-clad,  it 
gives  me  special  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  gallant 
and  devoted  bearing  of  officers  and  men.  The 
maintenance  of  the  fight  with  their  guns,  after 
the  frightful  disaster  of  the  boiler,  was  worthy  of 
the  proudest  day  of  our  naval  history.  The  di- 
visional officers  were  cool,  and  I  must  note  that 
Acting  Ensign  Mayer,  at  the  forward  rifle,  one 
hundred-pounder,  when  loading  and  firing,  almost 
muzzle  to  muzzle  with  the  enemy's  gun,  was 
beautiful  in  his  cool  courage.  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  testifying  to  the  fine  conduct  of  Acting 
Masters  A.  W.  Muldaur  and  C.  A.  Boutelle. 
These  officers  were  as  cool  and  fearless  as  if  at  a 
general  exercise.  I  respectfully  recommend  each 
for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  Lieutenant,  deserved 
for  good  behavior  and  ability  before  the  enemv  in 
battle.  I  also  respectfully  recommend  Acting 
Master's  Mate  O'Hara  for  examination  for  pro- 
motion to  the  grade  of  Ensign.  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  G.  De  F.  Barton  acted  as  Aid  and 
signal  officer  to  me,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  ac- 
knowledging his  coolness  and  attention  to  duty, 
while  under  a  hot  fire,  where  he  voluntarily 
placed  himself. 

To  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  First  Assist- 
ant Engineer  J.  M.  Hobby,  the  government  is 
probably  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Sassacus  from  a  worse  disaster.  While  every 
one  who  could,  was  forced  to  seek  safety  by  flight 
from  the  scalding  clouds  of  steam,  Mr.  Hobby 
stood  at  his  post  by  the  machinery,  and  though 
fearfully  scalded  himself,  he  cared  for  his  ma- 


chinery until  the  engine  finally  stopped.  If  it 
were  possible  to  promote  this  officer,  I  earnestly 
and  devoutly  beg  it  may  be  done,  for  I  consid- 
er that  it  has  been  amply  and  professionally  won. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Captain  M.  SMITH, 

Com'dg  Naval  Forces  in  Sounds  of  NorthCarolina. 

REPORT  OF  ENGINEER  J.  M.  HOBBY. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SASSACUS,     ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  May  5,  18GI.  \ 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage 
sustained  by  the  machinery  of  this  ship  during  the 
engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roanoke  on  the 
fifth  instant : 

At  six  P.  M.  a  six-inch  rifled  solid  shot  came 
through  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  about  five 
feet  above  the  berth  deck  ;  it  passed  through  the 
forward  bunker  into  the  starboard  boiler,  seven 
feet  from  the  front  and  fourteen  inches  from  the 
top,  cutting  T-iron  braces  and  dry  pipe ;  thence 
through  the  after  end  of  the  boiler,  cutting  away 
Wordworth  pump,  steam  and  exhaust  pipes, 
through  engine-room ;  cutting  a  stanchion,  ther- 
mometer, and  exhaust  unhooking  gear  between 
main  cylinder  and  condenser;  thence  through 
bulkhead  into  the  ward-room.  The  starboard 
wheel  is  badly  knocked  out  of  shape  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  ram's  stem  as  we  passed  her. 
The  escape  of  steam  was  so  great  as  to  reduce  the 
pressure  in  the  boiler  to  nothing  almost  instan- 
taneously. The  steam  so  filled  the  engine  and 
fire-rooms  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  engineers  that  the  fires  were 
hauled.  The  division  of  firemen  were  all  scalded 
and  one  instantly  killed. 

We  will  be  able  to  finish  the  repairs  by  to-mor- 
row sufficiently  well  as  to  steam  under  one  boiler. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  HOBBY, 

First  Assistant  Engineer,  in.  charge. 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  A.  ROE, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Sassacus. 

[Indorsement.] 

AGAWAM,  May  16, 18G4. 

The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  re- 
spectfully called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Roe,  and  that  of  the  officers 
whom  he  recommends  for  promotion. 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

REPORT    OF   LIEUT.-COMMANDER   QUEEN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  WYALUSING, 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  OFF  ROANOKE  RIVKR, 
May  0,  1864. 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  signal,  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  of  fifth,  we  immediately  got  under 
way,  taking  our  station  in  line  astern  of  the  Sas- 
sacus, the  Mattabesett  leading,  and  stood  up  the 
sound  in  close  order. 

Signals  were  made  by  you  soon  afterwards  that 
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the  ram  was  out ;  we  also  discovered  at  the  same 
time  that  our  picket  boats  were  falling  back,  pur- 
sued by  the  ram  and  two  steamers  in  company. 
We  immediately  beat  to  quarters,  (at  twenty- 
seven  minutes  past  four  o'clock ;)  being  in  close 
range,  about  five  hundred  yards,  we  opened  fire, 
simultaneously  with  the  Mattabesett  and  Sassa- 
cus,  passing  the  ram  at  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards,  firing  rapidly.  In  rounding 
the  ram  we  came  in  contact  with  one  of  her  con- 
sorts. It  was  my  intention  to  run  her  down,  but 
discovered  in  time  she  had  surrendered ;  we  im- 
mediately backed  clear  of  her,  and  again  attacked 
the  ram,  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the  Sas- 
sacus,  who  had  run  into  her.  As  she  cleared 
from  the  Sassacus,  in  firing  from  our  vessel  we 
cut  her  signal  halyards ;  she  hauled  down  the 
flag,  and  I  supposed  she  had  surrendered,  as  she 
did  not  hoist  it  again  during  the  action,  but  was 
soon  convinced  to  the  contrary. 

At  5.30  flag-ship  made  general  signal  to  keep 
close  in  line ;  at  5.45  repeated  the  signal ;  at  5.55 
made  signal  to  this  ship  to  cease  firing.  At  this 
time  we  were  passing  around  the  ram  to  form 
again  into  line,  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the 
Second  division,  who  were  firing  at  long  range 
and  over  this  ship.  At  6.05  resumed  our  position 
in  close  order,  by  signal  from  the  flag-ship.  At 
6.45,  having  again  passed  around  the  ram,  sig- 
nals were  made  to  cease  firing.  At  this  time  a 
report  was  made  to  me  by  the  executive  officer 
and  third  assistant  engineer,  J.  J.  Donahoe,  who 
was  stationed  at  the  bell,  that  the  ship  was  sink- 
ing. I  immediately  signalized  it,  and  sent  an 
order  to  chief  engineer  to  start  all  the  pumps. 
He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  necessary,  as  the 
ship  was  not  making  more  water  than  usual. 

I  was  hailed  from  the  flag-ship,  but  could  not 
understand  what  was  said.  I  made  again  for  the 
ram,  and  followed  her  up  closely,  passing  around 
her,  and  firing  as  often  as  possible  at  her,  the  dis- 
tance varying  from  one  hundred  yards  and  up- 
wards. I^ear  the  close  of  the  action  one  of  the 
pieces  of  the  forward  port-side  plating  of  the  ram 
was  seen  to  fly  off,  from  the  effects  of  one  of  our 
shot.  At  7.30  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing, 
and  by  private  signal  we  anchored  at  eight 
o'clock. 

We  received  the  following  damages :  One  shell 
exploded  in  the  starboard  wheel-house,  cutting 
away  two  of  the  outer  rims  of  the  starboard  wheel, 
and  blowing  off  a  portion  of  the  top  part  of  the 
wheel-house  ;  passing  through  the  aft  pilot-house, 
damaging  the  steering  wheel,  breaking  the  com- 
pass, tearing  off  a  portion  of  the  plating,  and 
passing  through  and  through  the  mainmast  about 
thirty  feet  above  deck ;  also  through  the  hurricane 
deck  into  the  starboard  bath-room,  and  chipping 
a  piece  off  of  the  top  of  the  aft  howitzer  mounted 
on  the  hurricane  deck.  The  second  shot  passed 
between  the  bottom  of  the  gig  and  the  rail,  knock- 
ing off  all  her  under  planking,  carrying  away  the 
starboard  smoke-stack  guy,  killing  one  of  the  men 
at  the  nine-inch  gun,  tearing  away  the  stanchion 
supporting  the  hurricane  deck  amidships,  then 


through  the  engineer's  store-room  on  the  port 
guard  forehead.  The  third  shot  came  in  on  the 
starboard  side  of  the  berth  deck,  near  the  dis- 
pensary, tearing  away  ladder,  bulkhead ;  through 
the  port  coal-bunkers,  passing  out  in  the  port 
side  a  few  feet  forward  of  the  boiler.  The  fourth 
shot  came  in  on  the  starboard  quarter  about  three 
feet  above  the  water  line,  passing  through  the 
cabin,  destroying  mirror,  chairs,  furniture,  &c., 
&c.,  bulkhead,  companion-way,  pantries  ;  striking 
against  a  knee  in  the  aft  room,  on  the  port  side 
of  ward-room,  glancing  upwards,  tearing  up  the 
deck  plankings,  starting  the  water-ways,  and 
breaking  away  two  of  the  starts  for  the  breech- 
ings,  landing  on  deck;  this  proved  to  be  a 
hundred-pound  Whitworth  solid  rifle  shot.  The 
fifth  passed  over  the  quarter  deck  in  a  parallel 
line  with  the  pivot  gun,  passing  through  one  of 
the  port  shutters.  Pieces  of  exploded  shell  cut 
away  one  of  the  shrouds  of  the  main  rigging; 
also  the  brails,  passing  through  the  mainsail. 

The  officers  and  crew  fought  bravely,  and  have 
merited  my  highest  thanks  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  handled  their  several  batteries.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  them. 

My  executive  officer,  Acting  Master  William  H. 
Hathway,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  appointments  in 
this  grade,  I  strongly  recommend  for  promotion. 
The  surgeon  and  paymaster  rendered  me  very 
important  aid  in  the  supply  of  ammunition,  and 
in  making  themselves  generally  useful.  The 
chief  engineer,  H.  H.  Stewart,  handled  the  ma- 
chinery in  a  most  able  manner.  I  am  also  in- 
debted to  my  clerk,  George  H.  White,  Jr.,  who 
acted  as  my  Aid,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
he  carried  out  my  orders. 

Expended  the  following  ammunition  : 

75  ten-pound  charges,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

47  solid  shot,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

20  5"  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
8  percussion  shell,  a  hundred-pounder  rifle. 

40  thirteen-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 

30  ten-pound  charges,  nine-inch  gun. 

37  solid  shot,  nine-inch  gun. 

33  5ff  shell,  nine-inch  gun. 

18  shell,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 

27  shrapnel,  twenty-four-pounder  howitzer. 
210  primers. 

I  enclose  you  the  surgeon  and  chief  engineer's 
report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  QUEEN, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  commanding. 

Captain  M.  SMITH,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
[Indorsement.] 

AGAWAM,  May  16, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Queen,  his  officers  and 
men,  appear  to  have  done  well  their  part  in  this 
gallant  action. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear- Admiral. 
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REPORT   OF   ENGINEER    H.    H.    STEWART. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  WYALUSING,   ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  May  6,  1864.     ) 

SIR  :  I  have  carefully  examined  the  engines, 
boilers,  and  dependencies  of  this  vessel,  and, 
agreeably  to  your  request,  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that  the  following  is  the  amount  of  damage 
sustained  during  the  late  action : 

Two  of  the  outer  rims  in  the  starboard  wheel 
were  fractured,  and  a  portion  of  the  top  of  the 
wheel-house  blown  off;  one  of  the  smoke-pipe 
guys  was  cut  off;  one  of  the  bell-wires  also  gave 
way  during  the  engagement,  but  has  been  re- 
paired. I  am  yours,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 
Chief  Engineer,  United  States  Navy. 
Lieut-Corn.  W.  W.  QUEEN,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding. 
REPORT  OF  ACTING   MASTER   JOSSELYN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  HULL,   ) 
OFF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  May  G,  1864.     j 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  with 
the  rebel  ram. 

I  first  sighted  the  ram  at  half  past  one  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  coining  out  of  the  river  in  company  with  two 
steamers,  distant  about  two  miles.  In  accordance 
with  previous  instructions,  I  retreated  slowly  down 
the  sound,  keeping  out  of  range  of  her  guns  until 
the  flag-ship  came  up,  when  I  fell  into  line  astern 
of  the  Miami.  About  five  o'clock  I  fired  several 
shots  from  my  pivot  guns  at  the  ram,  striking  it 
once  or  twice. 

At  half  past  six  I  engaged  the  ram  at  close 
quarters,  firing  shell  from  my  pivot  and  broadside 
guns,  many  of  which  struck  the  vessel,  effectually 
preventing  the  opening  of  her  ports.  As  I  steamed 
ahead,  in  passing  the  ram's  bow  I  paid  out  a  large 
seine  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  his  propeller,  but, 
though  encompassing  the  ram,  it  did  not  have  the 
desired  effect. 

I  ceased  firing  when  it  became  too  dark  to  dis- 
tinguish the  enemy.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew,  many  of 
the  latter  being  for  the  first  time  under  fire.  This 
vessel  was  not  struck,  and  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  JOSSELYN, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 
Captain  MELANCTON  SMITH,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIONAL   REPORT    OF    ACTING    MASTER 
JOSSELYN. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  HULL,  ) 
OFF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  May  6, 18(54.     ) 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  during  engage- 
ment of  May  fifth  :  • 

Thirty-pounder  Parrott  shell,  sixty,  (60.) 
Twenty-four-pounder   howitzer   shell,   twenty- 
one,  (21.)  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  JOSSELYN, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 

Captain  MELANCTON  SMITH,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  CHARLES  A.  FRENCH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MIAMI,  OFF  MOUTH  OF  ) 
ROANOKE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  May  6,  1864.     ] 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  iron-clad 
ram  Albemarle,  and  Bombshell.  Yesterday,  at  one 
P.  M.,  I  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the 
Commodore  Hull,  Ceres,  and  army  transport 
Trumpeter,  and  proceeded  from  our  picket  sta- 
tion, off  Edenton  Bay,  across  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Roanoke,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
torpedoes.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
buoy  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  rebel  ram 
Albemarle  was  discovered  coming  down  the  river, 
accompanied  by  the  Cotton  Plant  and  Bombshell, 
the  last  two  steamers  laden  with  troops.  I  imme- 
diately despatched  the  Trumpeter  to  give  you  the 
earliest  notice  of  their  appearance.  The  vessels 
under  my  command  were  ordered  to  steam  in . 
line  slowly  down  the  sound,  at  such  a  distance 
that  the  enemy's  movements  could  be  watched. 
We  dropped  down  to  Bluff  Point,  the  enemy  fol- 
lowing us  determinedly.  As  soon  as  you  came 
up,  I  steamed  ahead,  ready  to  follow  your  move- 
ments, and  engage  the  enemy.  At  twenty  min- 
utes to  five  I  opened  fire  with  solid  shot,  and  con- 
tinued firing  rapidly,  with  good  range.  The  ram 
was  struck  by  us  at  almost  our  first  fire,  and  I 
have  to  report,  throughout  the  action,  excellent 
firing  by  both  divisions  of  this  ship.  I  saw  the 
Sassacus  running  into  the  ram,  and  immediately 
headed  for  them  both,  with  the  intention  of  ex- 
ploding under  the  ram  the  torpedo  rigged  on  my 
bow ;  before  I  could  get  to  her,  however,  the  Sas- 
sacus became  disabled,  and  dropped  down  from 
her.  The  ram  had  changed  her  course,  and  I 
could  not  work  to  advantage,  on  account  of  the 
fire  of  our  own  vessels.  I  still  kept  up  a  fire 
when  it  could  be  done  without  exposing  the 
other  vessels  of  our  fleet.  After  we  had  been 
firing  about  an  hour,  you  ordered  me  to  run  up 
to  the  ram  and  use  the  torpedo.  I  steamed 
ahead,  still  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire,  until  we  got 
within  the  ship's  length  of  her.  I  used  every 
endeavor  to  get  at  her,  bows  on,  but  the  Miami 
proving  herself  so  unwieldy,  and  so  very  bad  to 
steer,  the  enemy,  (who  was  probably  well  aware 
of  our  purpose,)  succeeded  in  keeping  clear  of  us, 
by  going  ahead  and  backing  and  turning.  We  did 
not  cease  our  fire,  however,  all  this  time.  The 
enemy  struck  us  three  or  four  times  while  within 
this  chase  range  ;  one  shot,  which  passed  through 
the  after  part  of  the  cabin,  came  very  near  disabling 
our  rudder.  I  dropped  down  from  her,  and  reported 
to  you  the  reason  why  I  could  not  get  my  torpedo 
to  work.  You  then  ordered  me  to  follow  the 
Wyalusing  in  order.  I  did  so,  keeping  up  a  fire 
which  I  believe  was  more  effective  than  at  any 
previous  time,  as  I  am  confident  one  of  our  shot 
struck  the  upper  part  of  her  port  while  open,  if 
it  did  not  pass  into  her  interior.  Owing  to  the 
danger  of  getting  aground,  and  the  fact  of  the 
ship  handling  so  badly,  I  deemed  my  fire  more 
effectual  at  close  range  to  be  on  one  side  of  her 
than  to  attempt  to  pass  clear  around  her.  For 
more  than  ten  minutes  we  poured  solid  shot  upon 
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her  as  rapidly  as  we  could  fire ;  I  then  dropped 
astern,  to  give  the  vessels  coming  up  an  opportu- 
nity to  pass  and  engage  her.  It  was  then  grow- 
ing dark ;  the  ram  steamed  up  to  the  Roanoke 
River,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased  on  both  sides. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  behaved  with 
great  coolness,  and  did  their  whole  duty. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  carpenter's  and 
gunner's  reports.  Casualties,  none. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 

Acting  Volunteer-Lieutenant,  commanding. 

Captain  M.  SMITH,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  OF  ACTING  MASTER  WELLS. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  GUNBOAT  MIAMI,  ) 
May  6,  1864.      J 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, in  the  action  with  the  iron- clad  ram  Albe- 
marle,  in  the  Albemarle  Sound. 
Seventy-six  (76)  thirteen-pound  nine-inch  car- 
tridges. 

Seventy-six  (76)  solid  nine-inch  shot. 
Forty-one  (41)    ten-pound  six-inch    cartridges ; 

one  hundred-pounder  rifle. 
Forty-one  (41)  solid  six-inch  shot,  (chilled  ends,) 

four  long,  and  thirty-seven  short. 
Seventy-six  (76)  selvage  wads. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  percussion  primers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  N.  WELLES, 

Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami. 

REPORT  OFH.  S.  BUCKLEY,  CARPENTER'S  MATE. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MIAMI,  ) 
May  G,  1864.     J 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  damages  received  by  this  vessel,  in  hull,  &c., 
during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Roan- 
oke,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  on  the  afternooti  of  the 
fifth  instant : 

One  shot  struck  smoke-stack,  and  passed 
through,  scattering  fragments  over  quarter  deck ; 
one  struck  starboard  wheel-house,  and  carried 
away  hand-rail,  passing  through  port  quarter 
boat,  tearing  away  her  planking  ;  one  shell  struck 
under  the  starboard  counter,  passed  through,  cut- 
ting away  hang  knee  under  after  beam,  and  burst- 
ing in  tiller-room,  cutting  through  solid  work  of 
after  pivot  boss,  and  carrying  away  two  thirds 
of  second  after  beam  and  hang  knee  on  port  side, 
starting  two  outside  planks,  and  started  the  decks 
up  under  pivot  gun,  and  knocked  down  the  cabin 
bulkhead,  making  a  total  wreck  of  the  tiller-room. 
The  ship  is  very  much  shaken  from  the  effects  of 
the  rapid  firing,  making  about  five  inches  of  water 
per  hour.  Several  shot  and  shell  passed  over 
our  top  gear,  but  did  little  damage,  save  cutting 
away  smoke-stack  guys. 

During  the  engagement  off  Plymouth  with  the 
same  vessel,  the  ram  ran  under  our  port  bow, 
and  scarred  the  planking  for  several  feet,  within 


fourteen  inches  of  the  water.  A  shell  from  gun 
No.  3  struck  the  ram,  rebounded  and  exploded,  cut- 
ting away  port  forward  boat  davit,  and  fragments 
passing  through  deck  forward  of  boiler  and  star- 
board waist,  and  cutting  away  port  smoke-stack 
guys,  and  passing  through  smoke-stack. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 
HENRY  S.  BUCKLEY, 

Carpenter's  Mate. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  C.  A.  FRENCH, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami. 

REPORT   OF  ACTING  MASTER   FOSTER. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CKRES,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  May  G,  1864.     \ 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during 
the  engagement  yesterday  with  the  rebel  ram 
this  vessel  received  no  damage,  neither  were  there 
any  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  H.  FOSTER, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 

Captain  MELANCTON  SMITH,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
REPORT  OF  ACTING  ENSIGN  BARRETT. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  WHITEHEAD,  OFF  ) 
ROANOKE  RIVER,  N.  C.,  May  6,  1804.      ) 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  during  the  engagement 
of  yesterday  (fifth)  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram 
Albemarle  and  gunboat  Bombshell. 

In  obedience  to  a  general  signal  made  by  the 
flag-ship  Mattabesett,  I  weighed  anchor  at  3.30, 
and  proceeded  up  the  Albemarle  Sound,  following 
the  United  States  steamer  "Wyalusing.  The  rebel 
ram,  accompanied  by  two  steamers,  was  soon  dis- 
covered apparently  steaming  towards  us.  Went 
to  quarters  immediately,  and  prepared  for  action. 
At  4.30  the  action  became  general  between  the 
leading  vessels,  Mattabesett,  Sassacus,  and  Wya- 
lusing, and  the  ram  Albemarle. 

Owing  to  the  superior  rate  of  speed  of  the 
above-named  vessels,  I  was  unable  to  bring  my 
vessel  into  action  until  after  the  rebel  steamer 
Bombshell  had  surrendered.  The  rebel  steamer 
Cotton  Plant,  with  a  number  of  launches  in  tow, 
having  succeeded  in  making  her  escape,  my  atten- 
tion was  then  directed  to  the  ram,  upon  which 
I  opened  fire  with  the  hundred-pounder  rifle, 
using  solid  shot  first  at  a  distance  of  one  thousand 
yards,  but  it  was  soon  lessened  to  four  hundred 
yards. 

The  ram,  meanwhile,  commenced  to  retreat  to- 
wards Roanoke  River. 

Being  ordered  by  you  to  take  my  position 
astern  of  the  United  States  steamer  Miami,  and 
follow  up  the  attack  closely,  I  immediately  took 
the  position  assigned  ;  but  finding  that  I  could 
not  use  the  hundred-pounder  rifle  effectively, 
I  steamed  ahead  of  the  Mifimi,  and  on  a  course 
parallel  to  that  which  the  rebel  steamer  was 
making,  until  I  approached  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  her.  At  this  distance  we  succeeded  in 
making  some  excellent  shots,  the  projectiles  used 
being  solid  chilled-end  shot,  which  must  have 
made  a  serious  impression  on  the  iron  armor  of 
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the  ram,  as  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the 
plating  on  her,  when  viewed  through  a  glass. 

Keeping  the  ram  on  my  starboard  beam,  I  ran 
ahead  of  and  across  her  bows,  making  a  circuit 
about  her. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  which  was  con- 
centrated on  the  rebel  iron-clad  by  our  vessels, 
she  succeeded,  under  the  cover  of  approaching 
darkness,  to  make  good  her  escape  up  the  Roan- 
oke  River.  Having  ceased  firing  at  7.30  P.  M., 
we  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at 
eight,  with  the  fleet.  I  have  no  casualties  to  re- 
port. Ammunition  expended,  seventeen  solid  shot, 
rifle  one  hundred-pounder,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds  common  powder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  BARRETT, 

Acting  Ensign,  commanding. 

Captain  MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  N.  C. 
ADDITIONAL  REPORTS  OF  LIEUT.-COM.  ROE. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SASSACUS,  J 
JAMES  RIVER,  June  24, 1864.     J 

SIR  :  I  respectfully  request  that  the  enclosed 
communication  may  be  appended  to  my  report  of 
May  sixth,  on  the  engagement  with  the  iron-clad 
Albemarle. 

This  paper  is  a  duplicate  of  one  sent  to  Captain 
Smith,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  and  I  furnish  it 
under  the  apprehension  that  the  original  may  not 
have  reached  you. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Com'ding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River,  Va. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SASSACUS,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  N.  C.,  May  7, 18G4.     \ 

SIR  :  My  attention  being  called  by  you  to  that 
portion  of  my  report  of  the  Sassacus,  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fifth  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
capture  of  the  Bombshell,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  Sassacus  was  second  in  line  astern  of  the  Mat- 
tabesett,  and  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  the  lat- 
ter vessel  had  done. 

The  Sassacus,  seeing  the  Bombshell  approach 
her,  as  she  was  coming  around  to  attack  the  ram", 
ordered  her  to  surrender,  and  go  below  and  an- 
chor, which  was  done. 

I  merely  narrated  the  facts  which  occurred  in 
this  vessel,  and  the  Mattabesett  may  have  done 
precisely  what  the  Sassacus  did,  without  the  latter 
knowing  it. 

I  trust  this  will  explain  any  apparent  contra- 
dictions that  may  seem  to  exist  in  the  reports  of 
the  two  vessels. 

I  was  not  aware  that  she  had  already  surren- 
dered to  the  Mattabesett,  as  you  state  she  had. 
Upon  questioning  Captain  Hudgins,  who  com- 
manded the  Bombshell,  and  who  is  now  a  prison- 
er of  war  on  board  this  ship,  he  replied,  He  sur- 
rendered his  vessel  to  the  second  vessel  in  line  ; 
that  his  flag  had  not  been  hauled  down  to  the 
first,  and  that  no  surrender  had  been  made  of 


his  vessel  until  ordered  by  the  second  vessel  in 
the  line  to  do  so,  when  he  struck. 

He  did  not,  nor  does  he  know  the  name  of  the 
vessel  to  whom  he  surrendered,  but  that  it  was 
to  the  second  vessel  in  line. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 

•  Lieutenant,  commanding. 

Captain  M.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  S3IITH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESICTT,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  N.  C.,  June  4, 18G4.     \ 

SIR  :  Your  order  of  May  seventeenth,  through 
Rear-Admiral  Lee,  directing  a  full  report  to  be 
furnished  of  the  collision  of  the  Sassacus  with  the 
rebel  ram  Albemarle,  together  with  a  diagram 
showing  the  position  of  the  two  vessels,  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

One  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Roe 
has  already  been  forwarded  to  Admiral  Lee,  and 
I  retained  two  —  one  from  himself,  and  the  other 
from  his  executive  officer  —  to  avoid  multiplying 
testimony  that  appeared  to  me  to  be  much  exag- 
gerated ;  but  both  reports  are  now  enclosed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  states  that  he 
"  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  his 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots'  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  much  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks."  His  execu- 
tive officer  states  that  "  we  had  a  start  of  three 
or  four  hundred  yards,  and  were  making  about 
eleven  knots  when  we  struck  her  with  our  prow  at 
right  angles  on  the  starboard  quarter,  at  the 
junction  of  her  after  casemate  with  the  hull,  for- 
cing her  side  under  water  two  or  three  feet." 

It  is  my  impression  that  the  Sassacus,  when 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  ram,  had  stopped 
her  engines,  and  when  fairly  pointed,  commenced 
steaming  towards  him,  making  it  apparent  that 
she  intended  to  try  the  effects  of  ramming.  I  re- 
marked to  Captain  Febiger  at  that  time,  "  How 
slow  she  moves ;  "  and  in  a  few  moments  she 
struck,  as  represented,  fairly,  and  nearly  at  right 
angles,  causing  the  water  to  flow  over  the  deck  aft. 

I  subsequently  called  Lieutenant-Commander 
Roe's  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  the  rate  of  speed,  which  he  evident- 
ly estimated  by  the  number  of  revolutions,  with- 
out considering  the  short  distance  he  had  to  run, 
from  a  dead  stand,  to  reach  the  ram  ;  but  as  he 
was  not  disposed  to  make  the  correction,  although 
I  had  taken  the  report  on  board  for  that  purpose, 
as  well  as  to  examine  his  injuries,  I  forwarded  it 
as  it  was. 

I  should  judge,  from  the  slight  injury  the  vessel 
sustained,  and  the  short  distance  that  the  Sassa- 
cus was  from  the  ram  when  heading  for  him,  that 
her  speed  did  not  exceed  five  knots.  The  Albe- 
marle, as  I  have  since  learned,  did  not  sustain  the 
slighest  injury  from  the  collision. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Roe  also  states,  "I 
put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muzzles 
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of  two  of  her  guns  were  badly  broken."  This  is 
evidently  a  mistake,  as  the  Albemarle  has  but 
two  guns,  each  one  working  in  three  ports,  and 
not  a  man  on  board  was  injured.  The  muzzle  of 
one  gun  was  broken,  and  the  four  deserters  from 
the  ram  report  that  it  was  damaged  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action  on  the  port  side,  but  they  con- 
tinued to  use  it  throughout  the  engagement.  The 
stems  of  the  double-enders,  as  well  as  the  rudder- 
guards,  are  nearly  perpendicular,  are  very  frail, 
and  are  not  calculated  to  run  up  on  the  deck. 
Had  they  been  armed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Sassacus  would  have  brought  sufficient  weight 
upon  the  deck  to  have  sunk  him. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  diagram  of  the  position  of 
the  Sassacus  and  Albemarle  at  the  time  of  collis- 
ion, and  after  they  had  been  separated  by  the 
ram's  steaming  ahead.  I  have  sent  also  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Lee  a  fragment  of  a  solid  shot  fired  from 
the  one  hundred-pounder  rifle  of  the  Sassacus 
when  close  alongside,  proving  that  the  various 
reports  heretofore  made  of  the  invulnerability  of 
the  ram  have  not  been  much  exaggerated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant. 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Captain  and  Senior;  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 

Hon.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

U.  S.  STEAMER  SASSAOUS,  OFF  BLUFF  POINT,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  (Midnight,)  May  5, 1864.     ) 

SIR  :  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  send  you  a 
written  despatch  earlier.  I  sent  you  verbal  re- 
ports by  the  Ceres,  which  it  appears  you  have  not 
received. 

I  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  her 
beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots  speed.  The 
blow  jarred  and  careened  her  so  much  that  the 
water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks,  and  gave  her 
so  great  a  tilt,  that  I  at  one  time  hoped  I  should 
sink  her.  I  kept  the  engine  going,  and  retained 
my  position  there,  forcing  her  broadside  to  for 
some  ten  minutes,  hoping  some  of  our  gunboats 
might  get  up  alongside,  opposite  to  me,  as  she 
was  unable  to  harm  them  by  ramming.  Finding 
this  could  not  be,  and  she  starting  ahead,  the  Sas- 
sacus slued  obliquely  towards  her  starboard  side, 
when  she  fired,  raking  us,  putting  a  one  hundred- 
pound  rifle  shot  clean  through  our  starboard  boil- 
er, fore  and  aft.  We  then  fired  the  pivot  rifle, 
striking  her  port  side,  and  a  fragment  of  this  shot 
flew  back  upon  my  deck.  This  shot  was  broken 
into  fragments.  I  fired  again  with  similar  results. 
I  put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muz- 
zles of  two  of  her  guns  were  badly  broken.  The 
shock  of  the  collision  was  heavy,  but  did  me  no 
damage  that  I  yet  know,  except  breaking  and 
sluing  aside  the  projection  outside  the  rudder. 
She  does  not  leak.  I  received  two  severe  shots 
from  the  ram  while  alongside  of  her,  which  were 
returned  with  interest. 

After  the  boiler  was  burst,  the  escape  of  steam 
blinded  everybody,  from  the  hurricane  deck  down 
to  the  fire-room.  The  steam  was  terrible.  One 
man  died  instantly,  and  I  shall  probably  lose  four 
or  five  more.  The  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Hobby,  is 


badly  scalded,  but  most  nobly  and  heroically  re- 
mained at  his  post,  and  saved  us  from  a  worse 
disaster,  of  explosion  to  the  other  boiler,  and  of 
being  helpless.  Soon  as  I  drifted  round  clear  of 
the  ram,  and  amidst  the  suffocating  steam,  my 
men  and  officers  jumped  to  the  guns,  and  con- 
tinued pouring  out  solid  shot  into  the  enemy,  until 
we  drifted  down  out  of  range.  The  engine  was 
still  working  slowly  on  a  vacuum,  and  I  succeeded 
in  getting  her  out  of  the  way  of  the  other  gun- 
boats, and  was  forced  to  withdraw  finally  from 
action  only  because  the  engine  at  last  stopped. 

In  the  mean  time,  before  I  rammed  the  ram,  the 
enemy's  gunboat  Bombshell,  with  three  rifle 
howitzers  and  one  twenty-pounder  Parrott,  which 
had  been  playing  upon  us,  was  hulled,  and  ordered 
to  surrender,  which  she  did,  hauling  down  the 
rebel  flag.  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  below  the 
scene  of  action  and  anchor,  which  she  did. 

After  I  got  the  Sassacus  out  of  the  way,  I  sent 
the  army  steam-tug  to  bring  her  alongside  of  me 
and  anchor.  This  was  done.  The  Ceres  came 
up,  and  I  removed  from  her  the  officers  and  men 
captured  from  the  Bombshell ;  they  are  now  on 
board  this  vessel.  I  sent  a  prize  crew  to  the 
Bombshell,  started  her  fires,  and  I  believe  she  is 
now  ready  to  move  under  steam. 

I  was  compelled  to  haul  all  fires  on  board  of 
this  vessel,  but  am  now  trying  to  get  steam  on  the 
port  boiler.  Some  pipes  are  knocked  away,  yet  I 
hope  to  get  able  to  move  slowly  to-morrow.  The 
starboard  boiler  is,  I  fear,  totally  ruined.  I  have 
no  wounded  to  speak  of  from  the  enemy's  shot. 
We  were  hulled  several  times,  and  the  injury  to 
tfie  boiler  is,  I  believe,  the  most  serious  I  have. 

My  people  behaved  most  gallantly ;  the  officers 
nobly.  I  believe  the  ram  is  damaged;  but  if 
solid  shot  split  into  fragments,  and  fly  back  upon 
my  deck,  it  is  a  proof  that  she  is  more  formidable 
than  the  Atlanta  or  Merrimac. 

When  alongside  of  her  we  threw  grenades 
down  her  hawse  hatch  from  aloft.  I  had  charges 
of  powder  prepared  ready  to  throw  down  her 
stack,  but  could  not  do  it  from  aloft. 

She  played  musketry  upon  me  severely  all  the 
time.  I  was  well  prepared  for  my  work,  and  so 
far  as  I  can  know,  the  effort  to  run  her  down 
was  fairly  made.  She  is  too  strong  for  us. 

I  regret  most  profoundly  that  I  was  obliged  to 
drift  out  of  the  fight  just  as  it  was  becoming  in- 
teresting, and  when  my  services  were  still  needed, 
but  I  fear  I  am  now  totally  Tiors  de  combat.  I 
shall  await  your  orders  here,'  as  I  learn  the  enemy 
has  been  driven  out  of  the  sound  into  his  retreat. 
If  we  did  not  gain  a  victory,  we  have  not  suffered 
a  defeat,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  before  our 
wooden  boats. 

Be  pleased  to  send  me  instructions  about  the 
Bombshell  and  my  own  ship.     I  will  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  more  specific  report  soon,  and  I  pray 
you  will  excuse  this  hasty  and  imperfect  one. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Captain  M.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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REPORT    OF   ACTIXG    MASTER    BOUTELLE. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SASSACUS,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  May  G,  1864.     $ 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  damages  received  in,  the  master's  de- 
partment of  this  ship  during  her  engagement 
with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle  and  her 
consort,  the  rebel  steamer  Bombshell,  on  the  fifth 
instant.  In  ramming  the  Albemarle,  we  had  a 
a  start  of  three  to  four  hundred  yards,  and  were 
making  about  eleven  knots,  when  we  struck  her 
•with  our  prow  at  right  angles  on  her  starboard 
quarter  at  the  junction  of  her  after  casemate  with 
the  hull,  forcing  her  side  under  water  two  or  three 
feet,  and  pushing  her  broadside  to  before  us  ;  our 
bow  then  resting  on  her  quarter,  her  engine  work- 
ing ahead,  bringing  a  heavy  strain  across  our 
bow,  our  outer  or  false  stem  with  its  ram,  which 
had  been  started  by  the  shock  of  collision,  were 
forced  off,  the  stem  splintering  from  two  and  a 
half  feet  below  the  rail  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
rudder,  and  hanging  by  the  lower  portion  across 
our  bow  on  the  starboard  side,  starting  and 
splintering  the  outer  wood  ends,  and  tearing  away 
all  of  the  false  bow  forward  of  the  rudder,  which 
is  apparently  not  materially  injured  on  its  inner 
portion,  as  it  moves  quite  freely  by  the  use  of  the 
wheel.  The  position  in  which  we  lay  when  first 
striking  the  ram  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
train  any  of  his  guns  upon  us,  but  the  headway 
of  the  two  vessels,  exerted  at  right  angles,  forced 
her  gradually  round  on  our  starboard  bow.  when 
he  fired  two  six-inch  rifle  shots  into  us  in  rapid 
succession.  The  first  of  these,  fired  from  his 
after  gun  so  near  as  to  cover  our  bow  with  smoke 
and  burned  powder,  entered  ten  feet  abaft  the 
stem  and  three  feet  above  the  copper  on  the  star- 
board side,  passing  through  the  yeoman's  store- 
room, thence  diagonally  across  the  berth-deck, 
and  striking  between  the  skin  and  the  back  of  the 
fifth  hanging  knee  from  forward  on  the  port  side, 
cut  through  the  ship's  side  at  an  angle  of  about 
twenty  degrees,  and  fell  in  the  water  astern.  This 
shot  was  immediately  followed  by  a  similar  one 
from  his  forward  gun,  which  shot  entering  abreast 
of  the  foremast  four  feet  above  the  water  on  the 
starboard  side,  crushed  obliquely  through  the  side, 
cutting  through  the  back  of  hanging  knee,  and 
leaving  the  inside  of  the  ceiling  about  seven  and 
one-half  feet  abaft  where  it  first  struck  on  the 
outside.  From  thence  it  passed  through  the 
throat  of  the  next  hanging  knee,  through  the  dis- 
pensary and  bulkhead,  starboard  coal-bunker, 
passing  on  through  the  starboard  boiler,  and 
keeping  on  through  the  engine-room,  cut  in  two 
a  three-inch  iron  stanchion,  thence  through  steer- 
age and  ward-room  bulkheads,  smashing  doors  and 
sideboard,  cutting  through  magazine  screen,  when, 
striking  an  oak  stanchion,  which  it  splintered, 
it  glanced  at  right  angles  and  lodged  in  one  of  the 
starboard  state-rooms.  Many  other  shot  passed 
over  the  ship,  one  of  them  cutting  through  the 
boarding  netting  two  feet  above  the  rail  on  port 
quarter,  but  most  of  them  passing  between  the 
spars  and  rigging,  which  were  not  injured.  In 
clearing  the  ram,  our  starboard  wheel  passed  over 

VOL.  X.  — Doc.        15 


her  stern,  crushing  a  launch  which  she  was  towing, 

and  injuring  the  buckets  and  braces  more  or  less 

on  her  hull.     On  examination  I  find  that  the  shot 

holes  are  all  well  above  the  water-line,  and  as  the 

ship  makes  no  more  water  than  usual,  I  think  her 

actual  injury  to  the  hull  much  less  than  would 

seem  a  natural  result  from  so  tremendous  a  shock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  BOUTELLE, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieutenant-Commander  FRANCIS  A.  ROE, 

U.  S.  Steamer  Sassacus,  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 

ADDITIONAL  REPORT  OF  CAPT.  SMITH. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  N.  C.,  May  24, 1804.     j 

SIR  :  I  have  to  report  the  ram  made  his  appear- 
ance to-day  for  the  first  time  since  the  engage- 
ment of  the  fifth  instant.  He  came  down  in  sight 
of  the  picket  boats  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Roanoke  River,  with  head  up  stream,  and  was 
accompanied  by  a  row-boat  that  pulled  several 
times  diagonally  across  the  river,  as  if  dragging 
for  torpedoes.  The  Whitehead  fired  a  shell,  which 
exploded  near  his  stern,  when  the  Albemarle  im- 
mediately steamed  up  the  river. 

I  have  heard  from  contrabands  and  refugees 
direct  from  Plymouth,  that  the  plating  of  the  ram 
was  much  injured ;  that  four  of  our  shots  pene- 
trated his  outer  armor,  and  that  the  concussion 
caused  by  our  fire  was  so  severe  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  keep  a  light  burning,  and  that  one 
of  the  guns  was  rendered  useless.  "What  repairs 
have  been  made  are  not  known. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived from  Plymouth,  that  they  are  evacuating 
the  place.  Several  guns  have  been  sent  up  the 
river,  and  large  loads  of  furniture  are  being  towed 
up  by  every  steamer.  The  guns  of  the  Southfield 
have  been  raised ;  one  has  been  sent  away,  and 
two  are  on  the  wharf  ready  for  transportation.  I 
have  informed  the  commanding  General  at  New- 
bern  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Plymouth,  and. 
signified  my  desire  to  cooperate  with  him  in  re- 
taking the  place  if  he  could  spare  the  necessary 
force,  as  I  have  heard  from  a  reliable  source  that, 
they  have  but  two  hundred  men  and  the  ram  to 
guard  it.  *  *  *  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N.  A.  JB.  Squadron. 


Doc.  18. 

DESTRUCTION    OF    THE    HATTER  AS. 
CAPT.    RAPHAEL    SEMMES'S    REPORT. 
C.  S.  STEAMER  ALABAMA,  BAI-IIA,  May  17,  1863. 
I   ARRIVED   at  Galveston  (under  sail)  on  the 
eleventh   of  January,   and  just  before  nightfall 
made  the  enemy's  fleet  lying  off  the  bar,  consist- 
ing of  five  ships  of  war.    One  of  the  steamers  was 
soon  after  perceived  to  get  under  way,  and  steer 
in  our  direction.     I  ordered  steam. to  be  got  up, 
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but  set  sail  on  the'ship  as  a  decoy,  that  I  might 
entice  the  enemy's  ship  sufficiently  far  from  the 
fleet  to  offer  her  battle.  I  wore  s'hip  and  stood 
away  from  the  bar,  permitting  the  enemy  to  ap- 
proach me  by  slow  degrees.  When  the  enemy 
had  approached  sufficiently  near,  I  took  in  all  sail, 
'and  wearing  short  around,  ran  up  within  hail.  It 
was  now  dark,  it  being  about  seven  o'clock. 

The  enemy  hailed,  "  What  ship  is  that  ?  "  We 
responded,  "Her  Majesty's  steamer  Petrel." 
The  reply  was,  "  I  will  send  a  boat  on  board." 
We  now  hailed  in  turn,  to  know  who  the  enemy 
was,  and  when  we  had"  received  the  reply  that  he 
was  the  "United  States  steamer  Hatteras,"  we 
again  hailed  him,  and  informed  him  that  we  were 
the  Confederate  steamer  Alabama;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  directed  the  First  Lieutenant  to  open 
fire  upon  him.  Our  fire  was  promptly  returned,  and 
a  brisk  action  ensued,  which  lasted,  however,  only 
thirteen  minutes,  as  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
enemy  fired  an  off  gun  and  showed  a  light ;  and 
upon  being  hailed  by  us  to  know  if  he  had  sur- 
rendered, he  replied  that  he  had,  and  that  he  was 
in  a  sinking  condition.  I  immediately  despatched 
boats  to  his  assistance,  and  had  just  time  to  re- 
move the  crew  when  the  ship  went  down. 

The  casualties  were  slight  on  both  sides,  al- 
though the  action  was  fought  at  a  distance  of  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  yards.  Our 
shot  all  told  on  his  hull  about  the  water  line, 
and  hence  the  small  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  enemy  —  two  of  the  former 
and  three  of  the  latter.  We  had  none  killed  and 
only  one  wounded.  The  Hatteras  mounted  eight 
guns,  and  had  a  crew  of  eighteen  officers  and  one 
hundred  and  eight  men.  The  Alabama  also 
mounted  eight  guns,  (with  a  small  captured  piece, 
a  twenty-four  pounder,  too  light  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice,) and  had  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men, 
exclusive  of  officers.  Four  of  the  Hatteras'  guns 
were  thirty-two  pounders  —  the  same  calibre  as 
our  broadside  guns,  but  our  pivot  guns  were  heav- 
ier than  hers,  this  being  the  only  disparity  between 
the  two  ships. 

We  received  a  few  shot  holes  from  the  enemy, 
doing  no  material  damage.  The  enemy's  steamer 
steamed  out  in  pursuit  of  us  soon  after  the  action 
commenced,  but  missed  us  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night.  Being  embarrassed  with  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  I  steamed  directly  for  Jamaica,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  twentieth  of  January.  Here  I 
landed  my  prisoners,  repaired  damages,  coaled 
ship,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  I  pro- 
ceeded to  sea  again.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of 
January  I  touched  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  in 
the  island  of  the  same  name,  and  landed  the  crews 
of  two  of  the  enemy's  ships  which  I  had  burned. 
I  sailed  again  on  the  same  day,  and  made  my  way 

to ,  thence  to  the  island  of ,  and  thence 

to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  yesterday  —  burning 
bonding,  and  destroying  enemy's  ships,  as  per  list 
enclosed.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  SEMMES, 

Commander 
Hon.  S.  R.  MALLOKY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Doc.  19. 

ATTEMPT  TO  DESTROY  THE  ALBEMARLE. 
CAPTAIN  M.  SMITH'S  REPORT. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MATTABESETT,  ) 
ALBEMARLE  SOUND,  N.  C.,  May  30, 180-1.     j 

SIR  :  I  have  to  report  that  an  effort  was  made 
m  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  r.  M., 
y  five  volunteers  from  the  steamer  Wyalusing,  to 
Lestroy  the  iron-clad  Albemarle. 

The  party  left  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  twen- 
y-fifth  instant,  (having  made  a  reconnoissance 
wo  days  before,)  and  ascended  the  Middle  River 
ri  the  Mattabesett's  dingey,  with  two  torpedoes, 
each  containing  one  hundred  pounds  of  powder,) 

and  their  appendages,  which  they  transported  on 

i  stretcher  across  the  island  swamps.      Charles 

Baldwin,  coal-heaver,  and  John  W.  Lloyd,  cox- 
wain,  then  swam  the  Roanoke  River,  with  a  line, 

and  hauled  the  torpedoes  over  to  the  Plymouth 
hore,  above  the  town.  They  were  then  connected 
iy  a  bridle,  floated  down  with  the  current,  and 

guided  by  Charles  Baldwin,  who  designed  to 
ilace  them  across  the  bow  of  the  ram  —  one  on 
ither  side  —  and  Allen  Crawford,  fireman,  who 

was  stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
n  the  swamp,  was  to  explode  them  on  a  given 
ignal. 

Everything  had  worked  favorably  from  the  time 
>f  starting,  until  the  torpedoes  were  within  a  few 

/ards  of  the  ram,  when  Baldwin  was  discovered, 

and  hailed  by  a  sentry  on  the  wharf. 

Two  shots  were  then  fired,  and  a  volley  of  mus- 
tetry,  which  induced  John  W.  Lloyd,  who  heard 
he  challenge  and  reports  of  small  arms,  to  cut 
he  guiding  line,  throw  away  the  coil,  and  swim 
he  river  again  to  join  John  Laverty,  fireman, 

who  was  left  in  charge  of  his  clothes  and  arms. 
These  two  men,  with  the  boat-keeper,  Benjamin 

"loyd,   coal-heaver,   returned    to    the    ship   the 

morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  after  an  absence 
if  thirty-eight  hours  in  the  swamps,  encountering 
he  additional  discomfort  of  a  rainy  day  and 

night. 

Two  days'  unsuccessful  search  was  made  "for 
3aldwin  and  Crawford,  both  of  whom  made  their 
ppearance  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 

much  fatigued  by  travel,  and  somewhat  exhausted 
Tom  the  loss  of  food.  No  traces  of  their  intended 
designs  were  left  behind  them.  I  cannot  too 
tiighly  commend  this  party  for  their  courage,  zeal, 
and  unwearied  exertion  in  carrying  out  a  project 
that  had  for  some  time  been  under  consideration. 
The  plan  of  executing  it  was  their  own,  except  in 
some  minor  details,  and  although  defeated  in  their 
purpose,  (by  accidentally  fouling  a  schooner,)  I 
deem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  recommend  John 
W.  Lloyd  and  Charles  Baldwin  to  be  promoted  to 
a  higher  grade  ;  and  that  all  receive  the  "  medal 
of  honor  "  and  pecuniary  reward  awarded  by  act 
of  Congress  for  distinguished  services. 

Four  deserters  from  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle 
were  brought  on  board  by  the  picket  boat  yester- 
day, but  I  cannot,  without  delaying  the  army  boat, 
communicate  the  intelligence  they  bring.  They 
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state,  however,  that  the  ram  Neuse  is  afloat,  and 
ready  in  all  respects  for  service. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N.  Carolina 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE. 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Doc.  20. 

SUSPENSION  OF  HABEAS  CORPUS,  WITH 
RULES  OF  THE    WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
RICHMOND,  VA.,  March  10, 18G4. 

General  Orders^  No.  31. 

I.  THE  following  Act  of  Congress  "  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  in  certain 
cases,"  with  the  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  published  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned : 

[No.  73.] 

AN  ACT  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  in  certain  cases. 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  provides,  in  article  first,  section 
nine,  paragraph  three,  that  "  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  un- 
less when  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it ; "  and  whereas,  the 
power  of  suspending  the  privilege  of  said  writ,  as 
recognized  in  said  article  first,  is  vested  solely  in 
the  Congress,  which  is  the  exclusive  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  such  suspension ;  and  whereas,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Congress,  the  public  safety  requires 
the  suspension  of  said  writ  in  the  existing  case  of 
the  invasion  of  these  states  by  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  whereas,  the  President  has 
asked  for  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  informed  Congress  of  conditions  of 
public  danger  which  render  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  a  measure  proper  for  the  public  defence, 
against  invasion  and  insurrection :  now,  therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  do  enact,  that,  during  the  present  inva- 
sion of  the  Confederate  States,  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, suspended;  but  such  suspension  shall  apply 
only  to  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  or  detained 
by  order  of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  general  officer  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Military  Department,  by  the  authority  and 
under  the  control  of  the  President.  It  is  hereby 
declared  that  the  purpose  of  Congress,  in  the  pas- 
sage  of  this  act,  is  to  provide  more  effectually  for 
the  public  safety,  by  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  the  following  cases,  and  no  others : 

First.  Of  treason,  or  treasonable  efforts  or 
combinations  to  subvert  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

Second.  Of  conspiracies  to  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment, or  conspiracies  to  resist  the  lawful  author- 
ities of  the  Confederate  States. 

Third.     Of  combining  to  assist  the  enemy,  or 


of  communicating  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or 
giving  him  aid  and  comfort. 

Fourth.  Of  conspiracies,  preparations,  and  at- 
tempts to  incite  servile  insurrection. 

Fifth.  Of  desertions,  or  encouraging  deser- 
tions, of  harboring  deserters,  and  of  attempts  to 
avoid  military  service  :  Provided,  that  in  cases  of 
palpable  wrong  and  oppression  by  any  subordi- 
nate officer,  upon  any  party  who  does  not  legally 
owe  military  service,  his  superior  officer  shall 
grant  prompt  relief  to  the  oppressed  party,  and 
the  subordinate  shall  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Sixth.  Of  spies  and  other  emmissaries  of  the 
enemy. 

Seventh.  Of  holding  correspondence  or  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  without  necessity,  and 
without  the  permission  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Eighth.  Of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy, 
and  other  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  enacted  to  promote  their  success  in 
the  war. 

Ninth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  to  liberate 
prisoners  of  war  held  by  the  Confederate  States. 

Tenth.  Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  or  prepa- 
rations to  aid  the  enemy. 

Eleventh.  Of  persons  advising  or  inciting 
others  to  abandon  the  Confederate  cause,  or  to 
resist  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
enemy. 

Twelfth.  Of  unlawfully  burning,  destroying,  or 
injuring,  or  attempting  to  burn,  destroy,  or  in- 
jure, any  bridge,  or  railroad,  or  telegraphic  line  of 
communication,  or  other  property,  Avith  the  intent 
of  aiding  the  enemy. 

Thirteenth.  Of  treasonable  designs  to  impair 
the  military  power  of  the  government,  by  destroy- 
ing, or  attempting  to  destroy,  the  vessels,  or 
arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  or  arsenals,  founderies, 
workshops,  or  other  property  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Sec.  2d.  The  President  shall  cause  proper  offi- 
cers to  investigate  the  cases  of  all  persons  so  ar- 
rested or  detained,  in  order  that  they  may  be  dis- 
charged, if  improperly  detained,  unless  they  can 
be  speedily  tried  in  the  due  course  of  law. 

Sec.  3d.  That,  during  the  suspension  aforesaid, 
no  military  or  other  officer  shall  be  compelled,  in 
answer  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  appear  in 
person,  or  to  return  the  body  of  any  person  or 
persons  detained  by  him  by  the  authority  of  the 
President,  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  offi- 
cer commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment :  but  upon  the  certificate  under  oath  of  the 
officer,  having  charge  of  any  one  so  detained, 
that  such  person  is  detained  by  him  as  a  prisoner, 
for  any  of  the  causes  hereinbefore  specified,  under 
the  authority  aforesaid,  further  proceedings  under 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  immediately  cease, 
and  remain  suspended  so  long  as  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force. 

Sec.  4th.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  for 
ninety  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy :         JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Law  Clerk 
Approved  February  15,  1864. 
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II.  There  will  be  appointed  by  this  department, 
for  each  military  division  of  the  Confederacy  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  one  or  more  competent 
persons  as  commissioners  to  investigate  the  cases 
of  persons  who  may  be  arrested  or  detained  by 
any  military  authority,  for   any   cause   specified 
within  the  above  recited  act.     Information  of  all 
such  arrests  will  be  given  to  him  by  the  depart- 
ment commander  as  soon  as  practicable  after  they 
are  made,  and  he  will  proceed  to  investigate  the 
same.     If,  upon  examination,  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  for  detention  does  not  appear,  he 
will  certify  the  fact  to  the  General  or  other  officer 
in  command,  who  will  immediately  discharge  the 
prisoner  from  arrest.     But  if  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  does  appear,  the  commissioner  will 
forthwith  transmit  to  this  department  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  with  his  opinion 
thereon,  for  instructions,  and  meanwhile  the  pris- 
oner shall  remain  in  custody. 

III.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  person  who  has  been 
enlisted  in  the  army  under  any  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  public  defence,  or  to  raise 
troops  to  serve  during  the  war,  or  to  provide  for 
local  defence  and  special  service,  or  who  has  been 
enlisted  or  enrolled  for  service  under  the  acts  of 
Congress  further  to  provide  for  the  public  defence, 
or  has  been  placed  in  the  military  service  by  the 
act  of  Congress  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during 
the  war,  approved  seventeenth  February,  1864, 
shall  be  held  in  custody  for  desertion  or  encour- 
aging desertions,  of  harboring  deserters,  and  of 
attempts  to  avoid  military  service,  or  of  holding 
correspondence   or   intercourse  with  the  enemy 
without  necessity,  and  without  the  permission  of 
the  Confederate  States,  or  of  combining  to  assist 
the  enemy,  or  of  communicating  intelligence  to 
the  enemy,  or  of  giving  him  aid  and  comfort,  or 
for  any  other  cause  specified  in  the  act  aforesaid  ; 
and  in  all  cases  in  which  any  person  not  belong- 
ing to  the  military  service  shall  be  held  in  custody 
by  any  military  authority  for  any  of  the  causes 
mentioned  in  the  act,  shall  apply  to  any  court  or 
officer  in  the  Confederate  States  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  hav- 
ing the  command  or  custody  of  such  person  forth- 
with to  report  the  case,  with  all  the  relevant  facts, 
to  the  War  Department  for  instructions  as  to  the 
proper  answer  to  be  made  to  such  writ,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  retain  the  custody  and  control  of 
such  person  under  this  order,  a  -copy  of  which 
will  be  communicated  to  the  officer  or  court  issu- 
ing the  writ,  as  affording  the  reason  why  time 
should  be  given  to  make  a  more  complete  return. 

IV.  In  all  cases  when  the  requisite  delay  can- 
not be  obtained,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
having  command  and  custody  of  persons  embraced 
in  the  preceding  section,  or  who  may  have  in  cus- 
tody as  prisoners  any  person  charged  under  any 
of  the  sections  of  the  above  recited  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  make  a  special  return  in  writing,  and 
under  oath,  that  the  body  of  such  persons  so  de- 
tained by  him  is  detained  by  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he   declines,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  his  authority  and  the  act  of  Con- 
gress aforesaid,  to  produce  the  body  of  such  per- 


son, or  to  make  further  appearance  or  return  to 
the  said  writ. 

^  V.  The  commanding  General  of  the  Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department  will  perform  the  functions 
devolving  upon  the  War  Department,  under  these 
orders,  in  that  portion  of  the  Confederacy. 
By  order, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 


Doc.  21. 

OPERATIONS    AGAINST   THE  INDIANS. 
GENERAL    SIBLEY'S    REPORT.* 

GENERAL  S-IBLEY  left  Camp  Atchison,  on  the 
morning  of  July  twenty,  1863,  with  a  force  consist- 
ing of  one  thousand  four  hundred  infantry  and  five 
hundred  cavalry.  On  the  twenty-fourth,  at  one 
o'clock  P.  M.,  having  crossed  the  Great  Coteau  of 
the  Missouri,  and  while  the  General,  with  several 
officers,  was  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  main 
column,  scouts  came  up  reporting  a  large  force  of 
Indian  warriors  two  or  three  miles  distant.  The 
train  was  immediately  corralled  upon  the  shore  of 
a  salt  lake,  and  an  intrenched  camp  rapidly  form- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Crooks.  Mean- 
while the  Indians  were  rapidly  gathering  on  three 
sides  and  covering  the  hills  around.  One  of  the 
scouts  succeeded  in  getting  within  speaking  dis- 
tance of  Red  Plume,  a  relative  and  Sisseton  Chief, 
who  told  him  to  warn  General  Sibley  that  the 
plan  of  the  Indians  was  to  invite  a  council  with 
the  superior  officers,  shoot  them  down,  and  then 
make  a  rush  upon  the  camp  in  great  force.  Other 
Indians  approached  near  where  the  scouts  were 
stationed,  and  commenced  conversing  with  them, 
pretending  to  be  desirous  of  making  peace.  Sur- 
geon Weiser  rode  up  and  joined  the  scouts,  when 
a  young  brave,  probably  mistaking  him  from  his 
uniform  for  a  commanding  officer,  manifested  great 
delight  at  seeing  him,  and  gradually  approaching 
in  this  way,  suddenly  shot  him  through  the  heart. 
A  general  engagement  followed,  the  Indians  com- 
mencing the  attack  under  shelter  of  the  surround- 
ing ridges.  Colonel  McPhail,  with  a  detachment 
of  rangers,  was  ordered  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  the  hill  where  Dr.  Weiser  was  shot,  sup- 
ported by  the  Seventh  regiment  and  Captain 
Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth.  General  Sib- 
ley,  with  a  six-pounder  under  charge  of  Lieuten- 
ant Whipple,  took  possession  of  Big  Mound, 
across  a  ravine,  which  the  Indians  had  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  poured  into  this  ravine  a  raking 
fire  with  spherical  case,  soon  driving  them  from 
their  cover  into  the  broken  prairie.  The  rangers, 
supported  by  the  Seventh,  steadily  advanced, 
driving  the  Indians  from  ridge  to  ridge,  until  finally 
they  fled  in  confusion.  This  was  upon  the  right 
of  the  camp.  Upon  the  left  Colonel  Crooks  and 
Colonel  Averill  deployed  portions  of  the  Sixth 
regiment  as  skirmishers,  and  drove  the  savages 
before  them,  routing  them  from  point  to  point, 
until  at  length  they  also  took  to  flight.  General 

*  See  Document,  page  381,  vol.  7,  R.  R. 
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Sibley,  from  an  overlooking  height,  saw  the  whole 
body  of  the  enemy  in  confused  retreat,  while 
their  families  were  described  crossing  the  distant 
hills  towards  the  Missouri  River.  Colonel  Mc- 
Phail,  with  his  re.o-iment,  was  ordered  to  fall  upon 
tae  rear  of  the  retreating  foe,  supported  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Marshall  with  the  Seventh,  Cap- 
tain Eclgerton's  company,  and  one  six-pounder 
and  a  section  of  howitzers,  under  Captain  Jones. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  until  dark,  the  infantry 
following  the  mounted  men  at  double-quick.  An 
order  from  General  Sibley  to  Colonel  McPhail,  to 
bivouac  at  nightfall,  was  by  mistake  given  as  an 
order  to  return,  so  that  these  wearied  men,  after 
marching  from  five  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the 
afternoon,  then  fighting  and  pursuing  the  enemy 
for  twelve  miles,  were  obliged  to  spend  the  whole 
long  night  in  picking  their  way  through  the  dark- 
ness back  to  the  main  column,  which  they  reached 
just  as  it  was  about  to  move.  It  consequently  be- 
came imperatively  necessary  to  rest  a  day  in  camp. 
On  the  twenty-sixth,  the  little  army  was  again  in 
motion.  Arriving  at  the  place  where  the  Indians 
had  been  encamped,  there,  and  for  miles  beyond, 
large  stores  of  dried  meat,  tallow,  cooking  utensils, 
buffalo  robes,  &c.,  were  found  and  burned.  This 
loss  will  be  severely  felt  by  the  Indians.  A  march 
of  twelve  miles  brought  the  column  -  to  Dead 
Buffalo  Lake,  and  there  being  neither  wood  nor 
water  for  a  long  distance  ahead,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  give  the  men  and  animals  rest  here. 
Indians  soon  began  to  menace  the  camp.  Captain 
Chase,  with  his  pioneers,  (Company  A,  Ninth 
regiment,)  and  Captain  Jones,  with  a  section  of 
his  six-pound  battery,  were  thrown  forward  about 
six  hundred  yards  to  an  excellent  elevation,  and 
were  joined  by  Colonel  Crooks,  with  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Sixth,  (A  and  B.)  The  enemy  at  that 
point  far  outnumbered  this  force,  but  maintained 
a  safe  distance,  and  were  soon  scattered  by 
spherical  case.  They  then  crossed  for  an  attack 
upon  the  left  of  the  camp,  when  Captain  Taylor, 
with  Company  A,  of  the  rangers,  was  sent  to  op- 
pose them.  He  held  a  largely  superior  force  in 
check,  until  reenforced  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Averill,  with  two  companies  of  the  Sixth.  The 
Indians  still  concentrating  on  the  left  and  threaten- 
ing a  flank  movement,  Major  McLaren  moved  six 
companies  of  the  Sixth  on  an  extended  line,  so  as 
to  cover  that  direction  effectually,  while  Captains 
Wilson  and  Davy,  with  their  companies  of  ran- 
gers, made  a  rapid  dash,  which  repulsed  the  enemy 
with  considerable  loss.  A  precipitate  flight  fol- 
lowed, the  Indians  leaving  their  dead  upon  the 
field.  Thus  ended  the  second  lesson. 

The  third  battle  was  on  the  twenty-eighth,  the 
march  on  the  twenty-seventh  being  only  eighteen 
miles,  on  account  of  the  utter  exhaustion  of  the 
animals.  The  ball  was  opened  by  the  Tenth  regi- 
ment, whose  turn  it  was  to  be  in  advance.  The 
column  was  moving  out  of  camp,  when  the  scout 
came  shouting,  "  They  are  coming,"  closely  fol- 
lowed by  about  two  thousand  Indians.  As  the 
enemy  came  over  the  brow  of  the  hills  in  front, 
and  got  a  view  of  "  the  situation  "  —  the  Tenth 
regiment  rapidly  deploying  to  meet  them,  and  two 


sections  of  the  battery  in  position  for  work  —  one 
Indian  was  heard  to  cry,  "  We  are  too  late,  they 
are  ready  for  us  !  "  and  another  to  answer,  "  But 
remember  our  children  and  families  ;  we  must  not 
let  them  get  them." 

They  immediately  spread  out  right  and  left, 
outflanking  the  Tenth  on  both  extremes.  The 
firing  in  front  was  very  spirited  and  disastrous  to 
the  enemy,  who  were  quite  busily  employed  in 
carrying  off  their  dead  and  wounded.  The  train 
was  just  at  this  moment  filing  out  of  the  corral, 
and  the  other  regiment  not  having  taken  their 
position,  the  advance  had  to  be  checked,  to  pre- 
vent the  exposure  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  teams  and  supplies.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  Indians  to  get  possession  of  some  broken, 
rocky  ground  in  the  rear  and  close  upon  the  train, 
but  this  movement  was  checked  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marshall,  with  the  Seventh  regiment, 
Lieutenant  Western,  with  a  section  of  the  battery, 
and  one  battalion  of  cavalry ;  and  the  foe  were 
speedily  repulsed  and  driven  from  their  partially 
gained  cover.  The  Sixth  regiment,  with  a  battal- 
ion of  cavalry,  held  the  centre  of  the  column,  and 
deploying  to  the  right  held  the  Indians  in  check 
in  that  direction,  while  the  left  wing  of  the  same 
regiment  stretched  southward  towards  the  lake. 
The  first  onset  being  successfully  resisted,  the 
order  was  given  to  move  forward,  and  the  whole 
column  at  once  proceeded  with  a  steadiness  and 
valor  which  completely  disconcerted  the  savages, 
who  speedily  retreated,  anxious  to  join  their  fam- 
ilies on  the  other  side  of  the  Missouri.  General 
Sibley  reached  the  woods  skirting  the  shore  short- 
ly after  noon  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  Sixth  regi- 
ment being  in  advance.  Colonel  Crooks  was 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods  to  the  river,  assisted 
by  the  battery,  and  in  a  short  time  our  men  were 
upon  the  bank.  The  opposite  bluff  was  lined 
with  Indians,  who  opened  a  spirited  fire,  but  at  too 
long  range  to  be  dangerous  at  all.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Averill's  detachment  replied  with  more 
effect.  The  evidence  of  crossing  in  a  disastrous 
haste  abounded  everywhere.  All  their  transpor- 
tation had  been  abandoned,  and  many  women  and 
children  were  drowned. 

Long  and  rapid  marches,  want  of  water  and 
forage,  days  of  fighting  and  nights  of  watchings, 
and  the  rapidly  lessening  stock  of  provisions, 
compelled  General  Sibley  here  to  relinquish  the 
further  pursuit.  The  Indians  were  now  upon  a 
river  which  they  could  cross  and  recross  with 
more  facility  than  our  soldiers,  and  which  was 
bordered  by  almost  impenetrable  thickets  —  the 
prickly  ash  abounding.  The  animals,  especially, 
were  in  a  position  which  precluded  .any  more  rapid 
or  sustained  marches. 

Two  days  were  spent  upon  the  branches  of  the 
Missouri,  and  for  three  successive  evenings  can- 
non were  fired  and  signal  rockets  sent  up,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  General  Sully  might  be  within 
answering  distance  ;  and  on  the  first  instant,  after 
thoroughly  destroying  the  stuff  abandoned  by  the 
tndians,  tne  camp  was  broken  up,  and  the  expe- 
ditionary force  again  in  motion,  homeward  bound. 
The  point  on  the  Missouri  reached  by  General 
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Sibley,  was  in  latitude  46°  42',  longitude  100°  35', 
about  forty  miles  by  land  below  Fort  Clark.  The 
distance  from  Fort  Snelling,  by  line  of  march, 
was  made  by  Colonel  Crooks  to  be  five  hundred 
and  eight-five  miles. 

A   DETAILED   NARRATIVE.  — THE    BATTLE   OF 
THE    BIG    MOUND. 

ON  the  twenty-fourth  of  July,  about  one  o'clock, 
as  the  column  was  moving  along  the  western  base 
of  a  great  hill  or  ridge  of  the  Coteau  Missouri, 
scouts  who  were  in  the  advance  returned  with  the 
report  that  we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a 
large  camp  of  Indians.  Other  scouts  came  who  had 
seen  the  Indians,  and  believed  them  to  be  preparing 
in  great  numbers  to  engage  us — that  they  were 
then  collecting  in  the  rocky  ravines  and  behind  the 
ridges  of  the  great  hill.  Soon  the  Indians  were 
on  the  Big  Mound,  the  highest  peak  of  the  hill. 
The  train  was  turned  off  to  the  right  a  little  way, 
and  corralled  on  a  salt  lake. 

Details  of  men  were  made  to  throw  up  intrench- 
ments,  so  that  a  small  number  of  men  could 
defend  the  train  and  camp,  while  the  main  force 
should  be  engaged  elsewhere.  The  camp  was 
encircled  by  the  several  regiments,  with  the  ar- 
tillery placed  at  intervals  between  them.  The 
Big  Mound  was  directly  east  of  camp,  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  distant  —  a  succession  of  hills,  or  the 
broken  side  of  the  big  hill,  rising  from  the  camp 
to  the  Big  Mound.  There  was  a  ravine  directly 
east  of  camp,  which  extended  nearly  to  the  Big 
Mound. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  placed  on  the  north 
side  of  the  corral,  its  left  resting  on  the  lake ;  the 
Tenth  regiment  next  to  the  Sixth,  fronting  north- 
east, and  to  the  left  of  the  ravine ;  the  Seventh 
regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Tenth,  fronting  east 
and  south-east  on  the  ravine ;  the  cavalry  on  the 
south  side  of  the  camp,  with  its  right  flank  on  the 
lake. 

These  dispositions  had  hardly  been  made  before 
the  report  of  firearms  was  heard  on  the  hill  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  Seventh  regiment.  Same  of 
the  scouts  had  gone  part  way  up  the  hill,  and 
were  talking  with  the  Indians.  Doctor  Weiser, 
surgeon  of  the  Mounted  Rangers,  joined  them, 
and  shook  hands  with  one  or  two  Indians  whom 
he  had  probably  known  at  Shakopee.  One  Indian 
advanced  and  shot  him  through  the  heart.  He 
fell,  and  died  without  speaking  a  word.  The  scouts 
fired,  and  the  Indians  fell  back  behind  the  ridge, 
returning  the  fire,  one  shot  taking  effect  upon 
scout  Solon  Stevens,  of  Mankato.  It  proved  to 
be  but  a  slight  wound  in  the  hip.  The  ball  had 
first  passed  through  his  rubber  blanket,  which  was 
rolled  up  on  his  saddle.  An  ambulance  was 
promptly  sent  out,  which  met  the  body  of  Doctor 
Weiser,  being  brought  in  on  a  horse. 

The  first  battalion  of  cavalry  —  Captains  Taylor, 
Wilson,  and  Anderson's  companies  —  was  prompt- 
ly ordered  to  the  scene  of  Doctor  Weiser's  death, 
where  the  scouts  were  skirmishing  with  the  In- 
dians. They  found  the  ground  so  broken  that 
they  dismounted  and  sent  their  horses  back  to 


camp.  Major  Bradley,  with  Captains  Stevens  and 
Gilfillan's  companies  of  the  Seventh,  were  ordered 
to  the  support  of  the  cavalry.  The  General,  with 
a  six-pounder,  advanced  to  a  hill  on  the  left  of  the 
ravine,  and  began  to  shell  the  Indians  at  the  head 
of  the  ravine  and  about  the  Big  Mound.  Captain 
Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth  supported  the 
the  six-pounder. 

The  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed  on  the  foot 
hills  in  front  of  its  line,  to  the  north  and  north- 
east of  camp.  Captain  Bank's  company  of  the 
Seventh,  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  regiment. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  with  the  remaining 
five  companies  of  the  Seventh  regiment,  Captains 
Kennedy,  Williston,  Hall,  Carter,  and  Arnold 
advanced  up  the  ravine  towards  the  Big  Mound, 
and  deployed  on  the  left  of  the  dismounted  cav- 
alry and  Major  Bradley's  line. 

The  artillery,  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  General,  drove  the  Indians  out  from  the  head  of 
the  ravine  and  from  about  the  Big  Mound.  They 
fell  back  to  the  table  land  east  of  the  mound,  and 
into  the  broken  ridges  and  ravines  southward. 
They  had  come  from  that  quarter,  their  camp  be- 
ing found  around  the  hill,  about  five  miles  from 
our  camp. 

The  shelling  they  got  near  the  Big  Mound  pre- 
vented their  getting  around  to  the  northward  in 
any  considerable  numbers.  They  were  massed  in 
the  broken  ground  to  the  south  of  the  mound. 

The  line  of  the  Seventh  regiment  and  the  three 
companies  of  cavalry  named  advanced  steadily  and 
rapidly,  pouring  a  constant  fire  into  the  Indians, 
which  reached  them  before  their  shorter  range 
guns  could  have  any  effect  on  our  troops.  The 
left  of  the  Seventh  crossed  the  summit  range  just 
to  the  right  of  the  mound,  and  flanking  the  right 
of  the  Indians,  swept  around  to  the  southward 
and  pursued  the  Indians  into  and  through  the 
ridges  and  ravines  on  the  east  of  the  range,  while 
Major  Bradley  and  Captains  Taylor  and  Ander- 
son pressed  them  hotly  on  the  west  side.  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  of  the  cavalry,  crossed  to  the  right 
of  the  mound,  and  pursued  some  Indians  that  sep- 
arated from  the  main  body  and  retreated  more 
directly  eastward. 

The  Indians  were  thus  pursued  three  or  four 
miles,  and  until  they  were  completely  dislodged 
and  driven  from  the  hills  to  a  broad  plain  south- 
ward. They  would  try  to  hold  ridge  after  ridge, 
and  to  cover  themselves  in  the  ravines,  but  the 
better  weapons  of  the  whites  were  too  much  for 
them.  They  were  sparing  of  ammunition,  and 
probably  not  over  half  had  firearms.  Their  num- 
ber exceeded  a  thousand  warriors. 

,  As  they  were  precipitately  retreating  down  the 
ravines  towards  the  plain,  after  the  last  stand,  two 
companies  of  cavalry,  Captain  Austin's  and  Lieu- 
tenant Barton's,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Colonel  McPhail,  took  the  advance  and  charged 
the  Indians,  doing  execution.  Corporal  Hazlep 
was  shot  in  the  shoulder  by  an  Indian  he  was 
riding  on  to.  Colonel  McPhail  thrust  his  sabre 
through  the  Indian.  It  was  here  that  a  stroke  of 
lightning  killed  private  John  Murphy,  of  Com- 
pany B,  and  his  horse,  and  stunned  another  cav- 
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alryman.  Colonel  McPhail's  grasp  was  loosened 
on  'his  sword  by  the  shock.  He  thought  a  shell 
had  fallen  among  them.  This  momentarily 
checked  the  charge  and  rendered  it  less  effective, 
the  Indians  getting  out  on  the  plain,  where  their 
immense  numbers  deterred  any  further  charge 
until  the  cavalry  could  be  reenforced. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall  had  left  his  line 
for  a  moment,  and,  taking  care  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Phail's right  flank,  charged  down  the  hill  with  the 
rangers.  In  an  effort  to  cut  off  some  Indians  to 
the  right,  he  got  into  rather  close  quarters  with 
some  of  them.  The  thunder-stroke  checked  the 
the  cavalrymen  that  he  thought  were  following 
him  in  the  dash.  He  wheeled  his  horse  in  time 
to  avoid  a  single-handed  encounter  with  a  dozen 
warriors. 

While  the  dismounted  companies  of  cavalry 
were  getting  their  horses  from  camp,  and  Captains 
Rubles's,  Davy's,  and  Lieutenant  Johnston's  com- 
panies, that  had"been  on  the  right  of  the  hill  with 
Major  Bradley,  were  being  formed  for  the  pur- 
suit, the  Indians  had  got  three  or  four  miles  away. 
Their  families  had  been  started  ahead,  and  the 
warriors  were  covering  the  rear  of  the  train.  The 
cavalry  pursued,  and  the  Seventh  regiment  fol- 
lowed on.  Lieutenant  Whipple's  section  of  the 
battery  was  sent  forward,  and  Company  B,  of  the 
Tenth,  to  support  it.  The  cavalry  reached  the 
Indians  before  dark,  and  made  five  successive 
charges  on  their  rear,  killing  a  great  number. 
The  battery  and  the  Seventh  regiment  were  not 
up  in  time  to  take  a  hand. 

The  Indians  fought  desperately.  One  stalwart 
warrior,  with  an  American  flag  wrapped  around 
him  theatrically,  fired  twice  while  the  cavalry 
were  within  twenty  rods  charging  upon  him,  his 
balls  taking  effect  in  the  overcoats  and  saddle  of 
private  Green,  and  rubber  blanket  of  Carlson,  of 
Company  F.  The  Indian  got  the  powder  down, 
but  not  the  ball,  for  the  third  load,  which  he  dis- 
charged at  the  breast  of  Archy  McNee,  of  Com- 
pany F,  of  course  without  effect.  He  then  clubbed 
his  musket  and  struck  Carlson,  nearly  unhorsing 
him.  A  dozen  carbine  balls  were  put  into,  and 
then  he  had  to  be  sabred  to  finish  him. 

Gustaf  Stark,  of  Company  B,  was  killed  in  one 
of  these  charges,  and  Andrew  Moore  dangerously, 
if  not  mortally,  wounded. 

The  cavalry  boys  took  twenty-one  scalps  in 
this  charge. 

Colonel  McPhail  had  told  them  that  it  was  very 
barbarous  to  take  scalps,  but  that  he  wouldn't 
believe  any  man  had  killed  an  Indian  unless  he 
showed  the  hair,  and  enough  of  it  so  that  two 
locks  couldn't  be  taken  from  the  same  head. 

The  trail  of  the  Indians  was  strewed  with  tons 
of  dried  bufl'alo  meat,  pemmican,  robes  and  un- 
dressed buffalo  skins,  besides  camp  furniture.  It 
was  a  wild  flight,  in  which  they  abandoned  every- 
thing that  impeded  them.  Much  of  this  stuff 
they  left  in  camp. 

The  Seventh  regiment,  with  Company  B  of  the 
Tenth,  had  reached  a  point  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  camp,  the  artillery  a  point  farther  advanced, 
while  Colonel  McPhail  was  engaged  fifteen  miles 


from  camp.  .  Darkness  came  on,  and  Colonel 
Marshall  ordered  a  bivouac  of  his  men,  and  Cap- 
tain Edgerton's  company  of  the  Tenth.  Guards 
were  posted,  and  the  exhausted  men  had  laid 
down  to  sleep,  when  Colonel  McPhail  returned 
on  his  way  to  camp,  having  received  an  order  not 
to  pursue  after  dark,  and  —  mistakenly  delivered 
—  to  return  to  camp.  .  The  General  intended  to 
leave  it  discretionary  with  Colonel  McPhail  to 
bivouac  or  return  to  camp  accordingly,  as  he 
might  have  got  many  miles  away,  or  be  near  to 
camp.  The  infantry  joined  the  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery, and  marched  until  daylight  the  next  morn- 
ing before  reaching  camp,  having  been  twenty- 
four  hours  marching  or  fighting,  and  since  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  water. 

The  General  was  just  ready  to  leave  camp  with 
the  other  forces,  but  the  exhausted  condition  of 
the  men  and  cavalry  horses  that  had  been  out  all 
night,  precluded  the  march  that  day.  This  un- 
fortunate mistake  delayed  the  pursuit  two  days, 
for  it  required  the  next  day's  march,  the  twenty- 
sixth,  to  reach  the  point  of  the  cavalry  fight  on 
the  night  of  the  twenty-fourth. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  DEAD  BUFFALO  LAKE. 

Camp  was  moved  on  the  twenty-fifth,  three 
miles,  on  to  the  great  hill,  where  a  pond  of 
fresh  water  and  grass  were  foundr  Lieutenant 
Freeman's  and  Murphy's  and  Starr's  bodies  were 
buried  at  Camp  Sidney,  below  the  hill.  Doctor 
Weiser's  was  buried  at  Camp  Whitney,  on  the 
hill. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  Dead  Buffalo  Lake  reached  about  noon. 
The  Indians  were  seen  in  the  distance  advan- 
cing towards  us.  It  was  not  known  that  there 
was  any  good  camping-place  within  reach  that 
day  ahead,  and  it  was  decided  to  go  into  camp 
on  the  lake. 

Lieutenant  Whipple's  six-pounders  were  ad- 
vanced to  a  hill  half  a  mile  in  advance,  towards 
the  Indians,  and  the  Sixth  regiment  was  deployed 
forward,  to  support  the  battery  and  engage  the 
Indians. 

The  Indians  circled  around,  got  on  the  high 
knolls  and  ridges,  and  took  observations,  but 
seemed  indisposed  to  pitch  in.  The  artillery 
shelled  them  when  they  ventured  near  enough, 
and  the  skirmishers  gave  them  shots  when  they 
approached  anywhere  near  camp. 

Thus  some  hours  passed  without  the  Indians 
developing  their  purpose.  A  large  portion  of 
them  kept  out  of  sight.  Finally,  about  three 
o'clock,  a  mounted  force  of  Indians  suddenly 
dashed  in  on  the  north  side  of  the  camp,  where 
mules  had  been  turned  out  to  graze,  and  where 
teamsters  were  getting  grass. 

The  Indians  had  almost  reached  them,  when 
Captains  Wilson's  and  Davy's  companies  of  cav- 
alry —  the  latter  under  Lieutenant  Kidder  —  put- 
ting their  horses  to  the  jump,  dashed  upon  the 
Indians,  and  so  dismayed  them  that  they  wheeled 
their  ponies  to  escape,  but  not  in  time  to  escape 
the  carbine  shots,  followed  by  the  revolver  and 
sabre,  and  left  a  goodly  number  of  the  red  devils 
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on  the  field.  Some  of  the  scouts  did  good  ser- 
vice in  this  charge. 

One  wounded  Indian  tried  to  escape  by  seizing 
his  horse's  tail,  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  the 
pony  got  a  shot  in  the  shoulder.  John  Platt,  of 
Company  L,  dashed  up  to  finish  the  Indian  with 
his  revolver,  but  it  didn't  go  off,  and  before  he 
could  check  his  horse  he  was  upon  the  Indian, 
who  had  reserved  a  shot  in  his  gun,  which  he  fired 
into  the  thigh  and  bowels  of  poor  Platt,  giving 
him  his  death  wound.  Joe  Campbell,  one  of  the 
scouts,  tried  to  save  Platt,  but  it  was  too  late. 
Campbell's  shot,  fired  at  the  same  instant  that  the 
Indian  fired  the  fatal  shot  at  Platt,  went  through 
the  vitals  of  the  savage  and  finished  him.  Platt's 
comrades,  exasperated  at  his  mortal  wound,  tore 
the  Indian's  scalp  from  his  head  before  he  was 
dead. 

A  part  of  the  Sixth  regiment,  under  Major 
McLaren,  had  returned  to  camp,  and  was  on  their 
color  line,  on  the  side  where  the  Indians  made 
the  dash.  They  promptly  advanced  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  cavalry,  and  took  a  hand  in.  Thus 
the  Sixth,  among  the  infantry  regiments,  on  this 
day  did  the  fighting.  The  cavalry  and  artillery 
in  this,  as  in  the  previous  and  subsequent  engage- 
ment, had  always  their  full  share  of  work.  The 
Indians  appeared  on  the  south  side  of  the  camp, 
out  of  range,  but  made  no  further  attack. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  STONY  LAKE. 

The  march  was  resumed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  and  the  trail,  still  marked  by  robes 
and  other  articles,  was  followed  towards  the 
Missouri  River. 

We  camped,  after  a  march  of  nearly  twenty 
miles,  on  a  small  lake  half  a  mile  long  and  twen- 
ty rods  wide. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty^eighth,  just  as 
the  rear  of  the  train  was  filing  around  the  south 
end  of  the  lake,  the  advance  being  nearly  to  the 
top  of  a  long  hill  that  we  were  ascending,  the 
Indians  suddenly  made  their  appearance  in  front 
and  on  the  flanks,  rapidly  circling  around  to  the 
rear.  They  were  in  immense  numbers,  seemingly 
all  mounted. 

Major  Jo.  Brown,  guide,  and  some  of  the 
scouts,  who  were  in  advance,  narrowly  escaped 
being  gobbled  up.  The  Tenth  regiment,  Colonel 
Baker,  which  was  in  the  advance,  promptly  and 
gallantly  met  the  attack  in  front,  which  was  the 
first  demonstration  of  the  Indians.  The  artillery 
was  quickly  brought  into  play,  and  the  savages 
drew  back  to  a  safe  distance.  Colonel  Crooks,  with 
the  Sixth  regiment,  on  the  right  flank,  held  them 
at  bay,  and  effectually  guarded  the  train,  while 
the  cavalry  on  the  left,  and  the  Seventh  regiment 
and  cavalry  in  the  rear,  presented  an  unassailable 
line.  The  Indians  got  partly  under  cover  of 
broken  ground  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake,  but 
were  soon  dislodged  by  the  fire  of  Lieutenant 
Western's  section  of  the  battery,  and  a  line  of 
skirmishers  of  the  Seventh.  One  shot  from  an 
Indian,  evidently  aimed  at  Colonel  Marshall,  while 
he  was  locating  a  howitzer,  struck  the  ground  at 
his  feet.  The  most  determined  effort,  however, 


to  make  a  breach,  was  in  front,  and  was  fairly  re- 
sisted by  the  Tenth  regiment,  so  that  it  had  its 
day  of  fighting. 

The  Indians,  as  they  came  on  at  first,  were 
heard  to  say,  "  It  is  too  late,  it  is  too  late,"  evi- 
dently having  expected  to  surprise  us  in  camp. 
Another  Indian  answered,  "  We  must  fight  for  our 
children." 

After  reconnoitring  all  sides  of  the  train,  and 
finding  it  girt  with  a  wall  of  fire,  they  seemed  to 
think  it  was  no  use  to  make  an  assault.  After 
seeing  that  the  proper  dispositions  had  been  made 
for  guarding  the  train,  the  General  ordered  the 
column  to  move  forward,  regardless  of  the  Indi- 
ans. The  Indians  seeing  our  purpose  to  press  on 
towards  their  families,  quickly  withdrew,  the  whole 
demonstration  not  delaying  the  march  over  two 
hours. 

General  Sibley,  Major  Brown,  and  others,  es- 
timated the  number  of  Indians  engaged  this  day 
at  over  two  thousand.  In  the  battle  of  Big 
Mound  were  all  the  lower  Indians,  the  Sissetoans, 
and  part  of  the  Yanktonais.  In  the  last  day's 
fight,  that  of  Stony  Lake,  they  had  been  reen- 
forced  by  another  camp  of  Yanktonais  and  some 
Tetons  from  the  west  side  of  Missouri  River.  We 
captured  a  Teton  boy,  who  had  no  gun,  and -was 
subsequently  released  at  the  Missouri  River. 
This  Teton  and  an  old  squaw  were  the  only  pris- 
oners taken  in  battle  or  near  a  battle.  The  sup- 
plications for  the  life  of  the  wretches,  when  they 
had  fired  their  last  shot,  were  generally  met  by 
sabre  thrust  that  finished  them. 

No  more  Indians  were  encountered  until  the 
banks  of  the  Missouri  were  reached,  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-ninth.  The  Indians  had  made  good 
use  of  the  night,  and  got  their  families  and  ponies 
over.  Their  wagons,  to  the  number  of  over  one 
hundred,  and  a  remnant  of  their  plunder,  that  had 
not  been  strewn  along  the  route  of  their  flight,  was 
left  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  Themselves 
covered  the  bluffs  on  the  west  side. 

The  Sixth  regiment,  then  in  the  advance,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  through  the  woods  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  river.  As  they  were  starting 
to  return,  a  heavy  volley,  that  came  from  the 
high  grass  on  the  opposite  bank,  fell  harmless 
about  them  or  short  of  them.  They  stopped  a 
moment  to  return  it,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  for  effect. 

While  Colonel  Crooks  was  at  the  river,  the  Gen- 
eral sent  an  order  by  Lieutenant  Beever,  aid-de- 
camp. While  returning  with  an  answer,  Lieuten- 
ant Beever  mistook  a  trail  that  led  down  the  river, 
where  his  body  was  found  next  day  pierced  by  three 
arrows  and  a  ball.  He  had  also  wounds  from  a 
tomahawk  on  his  head.  His  horse  lay  near  him. 
Two  pools  of  blood,  twenty  paces  from  his  body, 
indicated  that  two  of  his  murderers  had  paid 
dearly  for  his  life.  On  the  same  trail  was  found 
the  body  of  private  Nicholas  Miller,  of  Company 
K,  Sixth  regiment,  who  had  made  the  same  mis- 
take in  taking  the  trail  that  Beever  had. 

Two  days  were  passed  in  camp  at  the  mouth 
of  Apple  Creek,  on  the  Missouri,  opposite  Burnt 
Boot  Island,  and  then  the  homeward  march  was 
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resumed.  The  expedition  had  but  fifteen  days' 
rations,  nine  or  ten  of  which  would  be  consumed 
in  returning  to  Camp  Atchison.  It  would  take 
two  or  three  days  to  cross  the  Missouri,  so  that 
all  the  surplus  would  have  been  consumed  in 
crossing  and  recrossing  the  river. 

The  animals  were  completely  worn  down.  Over 
twelve  miles  a  day  could  not  be  made  on  the 
scanty  feed  they  were  getting.  It  would,  there- 
fore, have  been  useless  to  go  farther.  Much  had 
been  accomplished.  Forty-four  bodies  of  war- 
riors had  been  found  —  many  more  carried  off 
and  concealed.  The  season's  supplies  of  meat 
and  clothing  material,  and  their  wagons,  de- 
stroyed. The  howlings  of  the  squaws  that  came 
across  the  river  told  the  tale  of  their  misery  and 
despair. 

If  General  Sully  shall  arrive  and  take  up  the 
pursuit,  their  destruction  can  be  rendered  com- 
plete. 

The  body  of  Lieutenant  Freeman,  killed  by  the 
Indians,  was  promptly  recovered,  and  buried  at 
Camp  Sibley,  near  the  Big  Mound.  The  scouts 
who  were  with  Lieutenant  Freeman  and  Mr.  Brack- 
ett did  not  give  themselves  up  to  the  hostile  In- 
dians, but  made  their  way,  minus  horses,  directly 
to  camp.  Lieutenant  Freeman  was  killed  on  the 
east  side  of  the  hill,  about  the  time  the  battle 
began  on  the  west  side.  The  scouts  gave  the 
same  account  of  the  affair  that  Mr.  Brackett 
did.  Search  was  made  that  evening  for  Mr. 
Brackett,  but  he  could  not  be  tracked  on  the 
dry  prairie. 

The  following  is  the  official  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  as  reported  by  Medical  Director 
Wharton : 

The  Killed. 

Surgeon  J.  S.  Weiser,  First  Minnesota  mount- 
ed rangers. 

Private  Gustaf  Stark,  Company  B,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rangers. 

Private  Nicholas  Miller,  Company  K,  Sixth 
Minnesota  volunteers. 

The  above  were  killed  in  the  battles  above 
described.  To  these  must  be  added  the  name  of 

Lieutenant  Freeman,  Company  D,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rangers,  who  was  killed  in  the 
affair  from  which  Mr.  Brackett  had  such  a  narrow 
escape. 

Private  John  Murphy,  First  Minnesota  mounted 
rangers,  killed  by  ligntning. 

Wounded. 

Private  John  Platt,  Company  L,  First  Min- 
nesota mounted  rifles,  wounded  in  right  groin; 
since  died. 

Private  Andrew  Moore,  Company  B,  mortally 
shot  in  right  side. 

Corporal  William  B.  Hazlep,  Company  B,  in 
right  shoulder  joint ;  recovering. 

Sergeant  James  G.  Grady,  Company  L,  First 
Minnesota  mounted  rifles ;  flesh  wound  in  thigh. 

Making  eight  deaths  by  wounds  or  casualties, 
and  two  slightly  wounded. 


GENERAL   SIBLEY'S    ORDER. 

The  following  order  was  read  on  dress  parade 
on  the  evening  of  July  thirty-first: 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  MINNESOTA,  ) 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NORTH-WEST,  > 

CAMP  SLAUGHTER,  July  31,  1863.     ) 

To  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Expeditionary 

Forces  in  Camp  : 

GENERAL  ORDER  No.  51:  IN  THE  FIELD..— 
It  is  proper  for  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  announce  to  you  that  the  march  to  the 
west  and  south  is  completed,  and  that  on  to- 
morrow the  column  will  proceed  homeward,  to 
discharge  such  other  duties  connected  with  the 
objects  of  the  expedition,  on  the  way,  as  may  from 
time  to  time  present  themselves. 
^In  making  this  announcement,  General  Sibley 
expresses  also  his  high  gratification  that  the  cam- 
paign has  been  a  complete  success.  The  design 
of  the  government  in  chastening  the  savages,  and 
thereby  preventing  for  the  future  the  raids  upon 
the  frontier,  has  been  accomplished.  You  have 
routed  the  miscreants  who  murdered  our  people 
last  year,  banded  as  they  were  with  the  powerful 
Upper  Sioux  to  the  number  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand warriors,  in  three  successful  engagements, 
with  heavy  loss,  and  driven  them  in  confusion 
and  dismay  across  the  Missouri  River,  leaving 
behind  them  all  their  vehicles,  provisions  and  skins 
designed  for  clothing,  which  have  been  destroyed. 
Forty-four  bodies  of  warriors  have  been  found, 
and  many  others  concealed  or  taken  away,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  these  savages,  sp  that  it  is 
certain  they  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  not  less 
than  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred -and  fifty  men.  All  this  has  been  accom- 
plished with  the  comparatively  trifling  loss  on 
our  part  of  three  killed  and  as  many  wounded. 
You  have  marched  nearly  six  hundred  miles  from 
St.  Paul,  and  the  powerful  bands  of  the  Dakotahs," 
who  have  hitherto  held  undisputed  possession  of 
the  great  prairies,  have  succumbed  to  your  valor 
and  discipline,  and  sought  safety  in  flight.  The 
intense  heat  and  drought  have  caused  much  suffer- 
ing, which  you  have  endured  without  a  murmur. 
The  companies  of  Sixth,  Seventh,  Ninth,  and 
Tenth  regiments  of  Minnesota  volunteers,  and  of 
the  First  regiment  Minnesota  mounted  rangers, 
and  the  scouts  of  the  battery,  have  amply  sus- 
tained the  reputation  of  the 'state  by  their  bravery 
and  endurance  amidst  unknown  dangers  and  great 
hardships.  Each  has  had  opportunity  to  distin- 
guish itself  against  a  foe  at  least  equal  in  numbers 
to  itself. 

It  would  be  a  gratification  if  these  remorseless 
savages  could  have  been  pursued  and  literally  ex- 
tirpated, for  their  crimes  and  barbarities  merited 
such  a  full  measure  of  punishment;  but  men  and 
animals  are  alike  exhausted  after  so  long  a  march, 
and  a  farther  pursuit  would  only  be  futile  and 
hopeless.  The  military  results  of  the  campaign 
have  been  completely  accomplished,  for  the  sav- 
ages have  not  only  been  destroyed  in  great  num- 
bers, and  their  main  strength  broken,  but  their 
prospects  for  the  future  are  hopeless  indeed,  for 
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they  can  scarcely  escape  starvation  during   the  j  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
approaching  winter.  and  fifty  years,  shall  be  held  liable  to  perform 

It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  Brigadier-Gen-   such  duties  with  the  army,  or  in  connection  with 
il  commanding  to  know  that  the  tremendous  I  the  military  defences  of  the  country,  in  the  way 

-    of  work   upon   fortifications,  or  in   government 
works  for  the  production  or  preparation  of  mate- 


eral 


fatigues  and  manifold  dangers  of  the  expedition 
thus  far  have  entailed  so  small  a  loss  in  his  com- 


mand. A  less  careful  policy  than  that  adopted  j  rials  of  war,  or  in  military  hospitals,  as  the  Sec- 
might  have  effected  the  destruction  of  more  of  the  tary  of  War  or  the  commanding  General  of  the 
enemy,  but  that  could  only  have  been  done  by  a  j  Trans-Mississippi  Department  may,  from  time  td 
proportional  exposure  on  our  part,  and  the  con-  j  time,  prescribe ;  and  while  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  duties  shall  receive  rations  and 
clothing,  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
dollars  a  month,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 


sequent  loss  of  many  more  lives,  bringing  sorrow 
and  mourning  to  our  own  homes.  Let  us  there- 
fore return  thanks  to  a  merciful  God  for  his  man- 


ifest interposition  in  our  favor,  and  for  the  success 
attendant  upon  our  efforts  to  secure  peace  to  the 
borders  of  our  own  state,  and  of  our  neighbors 
and  friends  in  Dakotah  Territory ;  and  as  we  pro- 
ceed on  our  march  towards  those  most  near  and 
dear  to  us,  let  us  be  prepared  to  discharge  other 
duties  which  may  be  imposed  upon  us  during  our 
journey,  with  cheerful  and  willing  hearts. 

To  regimental  and  company  officers  of  the  com- 
mand, the  Brigadier-General  commanding  tenders 
his  warmest  thanks  for  their  cooperation  and  aid 
on  every  occasion  during  the  progress  of  the  col- 
umn through  the  heart  of  an  unknown  region, 
inhabited  by  a  subtle  and  merciless  foe. 

For  the  friends  and  families  of  our  fallen  com- 
rades we  have  our  warmest  sympathies  to  offer  in 
their  bereavement. 

General  Sibley  takes  this  occasion  to  express 
his  appreciation  of  the  activity  and  zeal  displayed 
by  the  members  of  his  staff',  one  and  all. 
By  command  of 

Brigadier-General  SIBLEY. 


Doc.  22. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF    NEGROES   IN    THE 
SOUTHERN    ARMY. 

ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE,  J 
RICHMOND,  VA.,  March  11, 1864.     J 

General  Orders,  No.  32. 

I.  THE  Act  of  Congress  relative  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves  in  certain  capa- 
cities, and  the  Instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment relative  to  its  Execution,  are  published  for 
the  information  of  those  concerned : 

AN  ACT  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  by 
the  Employment  of  Free  Negroes  and  Slaves 
in  certain  capacities. 

Whereas,  the  efficiency  of  the  army  is  greatly 
diminished  by  the  withdrawal  from  the  ranks  of 
able-bodied  soldiers  to  act  as  teamsters,  and  in 
various  other  capacities  in  which  free  negroes 
and  slaves  might  be  advantageously  employed; 


as  the  said  Secretary  may  establish :  Provided, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  commanding 
General  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
with  the  approval  of  the  President,  may  exempt 
from  the  operations  of  this  act  such  free  negroes 
as  the  interests  of  the  country  may  require 
should  be  exempted,  or  such  as  he  may  think 
proper  to  exempt,  on  grounds  of  justice,  equity, 
or  necessity. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  for  duties  similar  to  those  indicated  in 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  as  many  male 
negro  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand,  as 
in  his  judgment  the  wants  of  the  service  may  re- 
quire, furnishing  them,  while  so  employed,  with 
proper  rations  and  clothing,  under  rules  and  regu- 
lations to  be  established  by  him,  and  paying  to 
the  owners  of  said  slaves  such  wages  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  with  said  owners  for  their  use  and 
service,  and  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  slaves 
while  so  employed,  by  the  act  of  the  enemy,  or 
by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  by  death  inflicted  by 
the  enemy,  or  by  disease  contracted  while  in  any 
service  required  of  said  slaves,  then  the  owners 
of  the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full 
value  of  such  slaves,  to  be  ascertained  by  agreement 
or  by  appraisement,  under  the  law  regulating  im- 
pressments, to  be  paid  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  establish. 

That  when  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  unable 
to  procure  the  services  of  slaves  in  any  military 
department  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  department,  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  then 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  impress  the  services 
of  as  many  male  slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty 
thousand,  as  may  be  required,  from  time  to  time, 
to  discharge  the  duties  indicated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  according  to  the  laws  regulating 
the  impressment  of  slaves  in  other  cases  :  Pro- 
vided, that  slaves  so  impressed  shall,  while  em- 
ployed, receive  the  same  rations  and  clothing,  in 
kind  and  quantity,  as  slaves  regularly  hired  from 
their  owners  ;  and  in  the  event  of  their  loss,  shall 
be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  rules,  established  by  the  said  impressment 
laws :  Provided,  that  if  the  owner  have  but  one 


male  slave  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty, 


Therefore, 

The    Congress   of  the   Confederate    States   of 

America  do  enact,  that  all  male  free  negroes,  and  j  he  shall  not  be  impressed  against  the  will  of  said 
other  free  persons  of  color,  not  including  those  owner :  Provided,  further,  that  free  negroes  shall 
who  are  free  under  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1803,  or  be  first  impressed,  and  if  there  should  be  adefi- 
under  the  treaty  of  Spain  of  1819,  resident  in  the  ciency,  it  shall  be  supplied  by  the  impressment  of 
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slaves  according  to  the  foregoing  provisions : 
Provided,  further,  that  in  making  the  impress- 
ment not  more  than  one  of  every  five  male  slaves 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  shall 
be  taken  from  any  owner,  care  being  taken  to  al- 
low in  each  case  a  credit  for  all  slaves  who  may 
have  been  already  impressed  under  this,  act,  and 
who  are  still  in  service,  or  have  died,  or  been  lost 
while  in  service.  And  all  impressments  under 
this  act  shall  be  taken  in  equal  ratio  from  all 
owners  in  the  same  locality,  city,  county,  or  dis- 
trict. 

(Signed,)  THOMAS  S.  BOCOCK, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 

President  pro-tern,  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  February  17,  1864. 

(Signed,)  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

II.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  direct  the 
enrolment   of  all  the   persons    described   in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  who   are  not  unfit  for  the   service 
required  from    them   by    reason   of  physical    or 
mental  incapacity  or  imbecility,  and  shall  assign 
them  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  mentioned 
in  the  act,  or  similar  duties  in  any  of  the  military 
bureaus,  or  with  troops  in  the  field,  as  there  may 
be  any  call  for  such  service. 

III.  Applications   for   an    exemption    on   the 
grounds  that  the  interests  of  the  country  require 
it,  or  because  it  is  demanded  by  justice,  equity,  or 
necessity,  will  be  made  to  the  enrolling  office  in 
writing,  and  will  be  disposed  of  by  him  according 
to  the  general  directions  contained  in  the  regula- 
tions published  in  Orders  No.  26,  under  the  "  act 
to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war." 

W.  For  the  execution  of  the  sections  in  the 
foregoing  act,  relative  to  the  employment  and  im- 
pressment of  slaves,  the  provisions  of  Orders  No. 
138,  of  the  twenty-fourth  October,  1863,  will 
afford  the  requisite  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
military  bureaus  and  the  commanding  Generals, 
with  modifications  hereafter  mentioned.  1st. 
That  slaves  shall  not  be  impressed  when  the  ser- 
vices of  free  negroes  can  be  obtained.  2d. 
Slaves  under  the  age  of  eighteen  and  above  the 
age  of  fifty  are  exempt.  3d.  The  hire  for  slaves 
impressed  shall  be  according  to  the  rates  fixed  b) 
the  appraisers  under 'the  act  to  regulate  impress- 
ments. 4th.  The  limitation  as  to  the  term  for 
which  slaves  shall  be  impressed  for  service  shall 
be  for  twelve  months  instead  of  the  term  fixed  by 
said  orders,  if  the  exigency  shall  require  it. 

V.  All  impressments  for  service  in  the  various 
military  bureaus  under  this  act  shall  be  by  special 
order  upon  application  to  the  War  Department, 
disclosing  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide other  labor  specified  in  the  act,  the  necessity 
for  the  impressment,  the  plan  proposed  to  se- 
cure it. 

5.  The  General  commanding  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi  Department   will    superintend   the   execu- 
tion of  the  law  for  that  Department. 
By  order. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General. 


Doc.  23. 

SOUTHERN    BARBARITY. 
GENERAL    GARFIELD'S    ORDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPART.MENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  ) 
31URFREESBOKO',  April  25,  18(53.      \ 

Circular. 

THE  following1  statement  of  an  officer  of  high 
rank  and  well  known  integrity,  captured  at  the 
late  battle  at  Thompson's  Station,  and  now  a  pris- 
oner of  war  in  the  Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond,  is 
published  for  the  information  of  the  army  and  of 
the  American  people. 

It  is  important  that  our  fellow-citizens  at  home, 
and  especially  every  soldier  in  the  army,  should 
know  the  shameless  barbarity  of  the  people  against 
I  whom  we  are  fighting.  They  have  long  arrogated 
to  themselves  those  high  qualities  of  chivalric 
honor  on  which  they  have  based  an  assumed 
superiority  over  the  people  of  the  loyal  states; 
but  WQ,  in  vain  search  the  history  of  civilized  war- 
fare for  a  parallel  to  the  deeds  of  wanton  cruelty 
they  are  constantly  committing  against  our  sol- 
diers whom  the  fortunes  of  war  place  in  their 
hands. 

The  crime  of  treason  seems  to  be  the  parent  of 
all  others,  for  those  we  once  regarded  as  honor- 
able men,  and  expected  to  meet  as  honorable 
enemies,  do  not  hesitate  to  become  pickpockets, 
robbers,  and  assassins.  In  many  instances  they 
have  robbed  captured  officers  and  soldiers  of  their 
watches  and  pocket  money,  and  even  of  a  part  of 
their  wearing  apparel. 

They  have  brutally  murdered  several  of  our 
soldiers  who  had  surrendered  themselves  prison- 
ers of  war.  They  have  fired  into  passenger  trains 
filled  with  unarmed  men,  women,  and  children. 
They  have  fired  into  a  boat  loaded  with  our  sick 
and  wounded,  with  its  hospital  flag  flying,  and, 
after  having  burned  the  boat  and  carried  off  all 
the  medical  stores,  they  left  the  sick  and  wounded 
to  perish  on  the  shore,  in  a  drenching  rain. 

We  cannot  believe  that  the  justice  of  God  will 
allow  such  a  people  to  prosper.  Let  every  soldier 
know  that  death  on  the  battle-field  is  preferable 
to  a  surrender  followed  by  such  outrages  as  their 
comrades  have  undergone. 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

From  the  statement  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts : 

LIBBY  PRISON,  RICHMOND,  VA.,   ) 
March  30,  1803.         i 

ON  the  fourth  of  March,  our  brigade,  being 
parts  of  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  In- 
diana, Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  and  Nineteenth 
Michigan,  numbering  in  all  fifteen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  together  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  six  hundred  cavalry  and 
one  battery  of  six  small  guns,  were  ordered  to 
proceed  from  Franklin  to  Spring  Hill,  ten  miles 
south  on  the  Columbia  pike,  and  thirty  miles  from 
Nashville,  Colonel  John  Cob-urn,  of  the  Thirty- 
third,  in  command.  When  we  were  about  four 
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miles  out  we  met  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  drove  them  back,  without  loss  on  our 
side.  Their  loss  was  fifteen  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  we  started  early, 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  being 
left  in  the  rear  of  our  wagon  train,  which  was 
large.  After  marching  about  two  miles,  our  cav- 
alry met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  outposts,  and 
severe  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  we  came  in 
sight  of  Thompson's  Station,  the  enemy  falling 
back.  When  we  reached  the  point  where  the 
railroad  joins  the  pike,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  with  a  heavy  battery. 

Colonel  Coburn  soon  ordered  one  sectioa  of 
the  battery  to  take  position  on  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  the  pike,  and  deployed  the  Nineteenth 
Michigan  and  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  to  sup- 
port it.  The  other  three  guns  took  position  on 
the  hill,  on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana.  Colonel  Coburn 
ordered  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana 
to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  left  of  the  enemy, 
to  draw  him  out,  if  in  force,  and  if  not,  to  charge 
his  battery. 

Our  skirmishers  soon  started  up  the  enemy, 
and  we  found,  posted  behind  stone  walls,  fences, 
and  brush,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  two  whole  bri- 
gades of  dismounted  cavalry.  Seeing  it  impossible 
to  advance  farther,  the  two  regiments  lay  down 
and  were  covered  by  the  buildings  and  fences. 

We  were  not  long  here  before  Colonel  Coburn 
ordered  us  back  to  the  hill  from  which  we  started. 
We  started  back,  and  so  soon  as  we  were  un- 
masked from  the  buildings,  two  regiments,  from 
Arkansas  and  Texas,  started  after  us  with  a  yell, 
pursuing  and  firing  on  us  all  the  way  back,  which, 
with  their  batteries  playing  on  us  also,  made  our 
situation  pretty  hot.  Both  of  our  regiments  lost 
several  killed  and  wounded,  going  and  returning, 
and  all  this  time  not  a  shot  had  been  fired  by  us. 
But  as  soon  as  we  reached  the  hill,  we  turned  and 
drove  back  the  enemy  faster  than  they  came,  kill- 
ing Colonel  Earl,  of  Arkansas.  They  again  ral- 
lied and  charged  on  us,  but  were  driven  back.  It 
now  became  evident  that  we  had  encountered  the 
whole  of  Van  Dorn's  and  Forrest's  forces. 

Colonel  Coburn  now  brought  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twenty-second  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike; 
and  leaving  the  Thirty-third  to  protect  the  hill  on 
its  south  face;  the  Tenth  and  Eighty-fifth  were 
formed,  facing  the  enemy  east,  at  right  angles, 
with  the  Twenty-second  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighty- 
fifth,  except  three  companies. 

Our  lines  were  hardly  formed,  the  men  lying 
down  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  till  Armstrong's 
brigade  charged  from  the  east,  and  the  Texans 
from  the  south,  and  the  fighting  was  terrific.  We 
reserved  our  fire  until  they  were  within  thirty 
paces.  Three  times  they  gallantly  charged  up  the 
hill  from  the  east,  and  thrice  we  forced  them  back. 
But  it  was  evident  to  us  all,  privates  as  well  as 
officers,  that  the  struggle  was  unavailing,  and  it 
was  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  our  defeat. 
Our  ammunition  was  nearly  out,  and  Forrest,  hav- 
ing got  between  us  and  Franklin,  was  closing  in  on 
us  from  the  north.  We  formed  a  new  line,  with 


all  four  of  our  regiments  facing  north,  to  meet 
our  new  foe. 

Here  we  met  and  checked  Forrest,  and  held 
him  till  our  last  round  was  fired.  We  then  fixed 
bayonets,  to  charge  and  break  his  lines,  and  try 
to  escape.  But  just  as  we  were  about  to  charge, 
we  discovered  that  Forrest  had  still  another  line 
in  reserve,  and  a  battery  began  to  open  and  form 
a  new  position ;  that  made  it  hopeless  to  think 
of  escape,  and  so  we  surrendered.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  none  but  our  brigade  took  part  in  the 
fight.  Of  officers  and  men  twelve  hundred  and  six 
were  taken.  The  rest  were  killed,  wounded,  or 
escaped.  Of  the  number  not  taken  there  were 
probably  four  hundred,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  two  hundred  escaped ;  fifty  or  sixty  killed 
and  wounded. 

The  enemy  were  all  cavalry  and  mounted  infan- 
try, but  all  fought  on  foot,  every  fourth  man  hold- 
ing four  horses,  and  his  force  consisted  of  six 
brigades,  under  Major-General  Van  Dorn,  Brig- 
adier-Generals French,  Armstrong,  Crosby,  Mar- 
tin, and  Jackson.  Infantry  had  no  chance  to  es- 
cape after  the  fight  once  began. 

Prisoners  of  war !  I  had  supposed  that  soldiers 
taken  in  fair  battle  were  treated  as  gentlemen,  at 
least  as  human  beings ;  but  such  is  not  the  prac- 
tice in  this  cursed  land.  I  will  state  simply  the 
facts.  We  were  taken  in  the  afternoon,  after  four 
hours'  fighting,  and  marched  fourteen  miles  to 
Columbia. 

On  the  way  the  men  had  to  wade  the  creek, 
over  knee  deep,  and  to  ferry  across  Duck  River, 
taking  till  after  midnight  to  reach  the  town,  when 
we  were  crowded  into  the  court-house,  so  thick 
that  we  could  scarcely  lie  down.  , 

Next  day  it  rained  all  day.  We  were  marched 
out  three  miles  from  town,  halted,  and  kept  until 
four  o'clock,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  day- 
light before  the  fight  —  nearly  thirty-six  hours 
time  !  Then  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  meat  was 
issued,  without  bread,  for  three  days'  rations. 
We  were  then  marched  four  miles  farther,  and 
encamped  for  the  night,  without  tents,  it  raining 
all  night. 

Next  day  we  were  again  marched  eighteen 
miles  on  the  road,  had  to  cross  a  creek,  waist 
deep,  on  a  foot-log,  which  was  springy ;  and  as 
the  men  were  slow,  and  some  of  the  poor  fellows 
got  on  their  hands  and  knees  to  keep  from  fall- 
ing, Confederate  officers  stood  with  stones  in  their 
hands  to  make  them  walk. 

Next  day  we  reached  Shelbyville,  at  night. 
The  men's  rations  had  given  out  the  second  day, 
and  although  it  was  known  we  were  coming,  our 
men  had  to  stay  in  the  court-house  yard,  it  rain- 
ing all  night.  They  got  nothing  to  eat  until  two 
o'clock  next  afternoon.  Here  let  me  say,  God 
bless  the  ladies  of  Shelbyville !  They  are  as  good 
Union  people  as  ever  lived.  They  have  been  tried 
by  fire  and  blood. 

They  brought  food,  and  words  of  good  cheer 
and  hope.  How  they  do  scorn  those  copperhead 
knaves  of  the  North.  The  fourth  day  they  marched 
us  six  miles,  and  again  we  slept  in  the  open  air, 
with  a  terrific  rain  storm  raging  all  night.  The 
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next  day  beggars  description.  It  rained  all  day. 
We  crossed  one  stream,  waist  deep,  by  wading. 
Some  of  the  men  swam  it.  The  road  was  up  the 
bed  of  a  creek,  and  it  was  from  ankle  to  knee 
deep  more  than  half  the  time.  We  reached  Tul- 
lahoma  late  in  the  evening. 

The  men  had  to  stay  all  night  on  a  piece  of 
ground  three  inches  deep  in  mud,  with  nothing 
but  green  oak  wood  to  make  fires,  and  nothing  to 
eat  but  meat,  without  vessels  to  cook  it  in  ;  and 
it  rained  until  midnight.  It  then  turned  cold, 
arid  next  morning  Bragg  stripped  us  of  our 
overcoats  and  canteens,  and  shipped  us  on  cars  to 
Chattanooga,  and  we  have  frozen  and  starved  our 
way  here.  The  result  is  that  we  have  lost  more 
men  by  their  treatment  than  by  their  bullets,  and 
a  Northern  penitentiary  is  a  palace  in  comparison 
with  this  place. 


Doc.  24. 

ATTACK  ON  THE   LITTLE  ADA. 
LIEUT.-COMMAKDER  WEAVER'S  REPORT. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  WIXONA,  ) 
OFF  SUWANEE  RIVER,  S.  C.,  March  25, 1864.  $ 
Sin :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  twenty- 
first  instant,  directing  us  to  proceed  off  the  Santee 
River,  and  to  prevent  the  steamer  loading  at 
McClellanville  from  going  to  sea,  and  to  use  such 
efforts  to  capture  said  steamer  as  might  best  meet 
that  end  consistent  with  safety,  I  have  to  report 
that  I  left  Charleston  harbor  in  this  vessel,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-third  instant,  and  arrived  off 
the  Santee  at  5.30  P.  M.  of  the  same  day.  After 
making  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  north  and 
south  mouths  of  the  Santee,  I  decided  that  there 
must  be  the  deepest  water  in  the  latter,  and  an- 
chored this  vessel  as  near  there  as  was  prudent. 
At  sunset  I  started  a  boat  expedition  in  command 
of  Acting  Master  E.  H.  Sheffield,  executive  offi- 
cer of  this  vessel,  consisting  of  the  gig,  second  and 
third  cutters,  Acting  Ensign  William  McKendry, 
in  charge  of  one  cutter,  and  Acting  Master's 
Mate  L.  A.  Cornthwaite  in  charge  of  the  other. 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little, 
and  twenty-one  of  the  crew.  I  gave  Mr.  Shef- 
field orders  to  proceed  up  the  Santee,  and  if  he 
discovered  the  steamer  Ada  to  either  destroy  her  or 
bring  her  out.  At  four  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-fourth, 
the  expedition  returned,  Mr.  Sheffield  reporting 
that  he  went  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  passed  a  vil- 
lage eleven  miles  upon  the  right  bank,  two  wharves 
and  several  warehouses,  but  saw  no  vessel.  The 
party  was  not  discovered.  At  eleven  A.  M.  com- 
municated with  the  United  States  steamer  Paul 
Jones.  I  learned  from  her  pilot  (a  colored  man, 
and  familiar  with  the  country)  that  McClellan- 
ville is  a  small  village  on  a  salt  water  creek  that 
makes  into  the  sea  just  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Roman,  about  eight  miles  distant.  I  started  for 
the  above-mentioned  creek  at  four  P.  M.,  and  an- 
chored the  Winona  in  sixteen  feet  of  water  near 
there  at  five  o'clock.  I  again  started  the  expedi- 
tion with  the  same  officers  and  men,  having  learned 


that  the  country  on  either  side  of  the  creek,  up  to 
the  village,  was  nothing  but  a  marsh.  I  ordered 
the  officer  in  command  to  so  time  it  as  to  arrive 
there  on  the  commencement  of  the  ebb  tide,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  first  firm  ground  well  before 
proceeding  farther.  At  six  o'clock  P.  M.  the  ex- 
pedition returned.  Acting  Master  Sheffield  re- 
ports that  in  consequence  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  the  many  bayous  making  into  the  creek, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  kept  in  it  — 
in  fact,  several  times  he  lost  his  way.  At  six 
A.  M.  this  morning  he  discovered  the  village  and  a 
steamer  lying  at  anchor  off  the  bank,  it  being  by 
that  time  broad  daylight,  and  being  fearful  that 
he  had  been  discovered,  he  determined  to  attempt 
the  capture  of  the  steamer.  The  boats  got  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  before  they  were  perceived 
by  the  enemy.  At  this  time  a  large  number  of 
men  were  seen  rushing  about  the  steamer's  deck, 
and  a  boat  was  lowered  immediately  after.  The 
gig  and  second  cutter  boarded  her  on  the  port 
side,  the  third  cutter  running  across  her  bow,  in- 
tercepting a  boat  which  had  the  captain  in  her, 
and  forcing  him  to  return  on  board.  The  sur- 
prise was  complete,  and  in  five  minutes  the  captain 
and  crew  were  disarmed  and  below  decks,  with  a 
sentry  at  each  hatch.  There  being  no  indications 
of  a  battery,  Mr.  Barrington  at  once  started  fires  ; 
the  chain  was  hove  short,  but  she  was  so  fastened 
with  stern  moorings  that  the  chain  could  not  be 
slipped,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  cut  it 
with  cold  chisels.  Soon  after  a  masked  battery 
of  three  rifle  guns  (supposed  to  be  about  twelve- 
pounders)  opened  on  the  steamer  at  short  range, 
the  shot  striking  about  amidships,  going  in  one 
side  and  out  of  the  other,  one  shot  penetrating  the 
steam  drum  and  another  the  boilers,  destroying 
tubes,  &c. ;  in  fact,  they  had  the  range  so  per- 
fectly that  their  shot  completely  riddled  her  ;  they 
were  evidently  prepared  for  an  attack,  as  they 
had  a  target  placed  ahead  and  one  astern  of  her, 
and  were  determined  to  disable  her  in  case  she 
was  boarded.  At  this  time  it  was  broad  daylight, 
and  as  by  remaining  longer  there  would  have 
been  great  danger  of  having  the  boats  sunk, 
Mr.  Sheffield  had  all  the  arms  passed  into  them, 
and  reluctantly  withdrew,  feeling  assured  that  the 
capture  of  our  small  force  would  have  been  the 
result  had  he  not  done  so.  The  steamer  proved 
to  be  iron,  with  scarcely  any  wood  work  about 
her ;  what  little  there  was  of  an  inflammable  na- 
ture about  the  vessel  was  wet.  as  it  was  raining 
heavily  at  the  time.  In  consideration  of  this,  and 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  cargo  on  board^it  was 
deemed  best  not  to  attempt  to  fire  her ;  in  fact, 
to  have  remained  five  minutes  longer  would  have 
imperilled  the  lives  of  the  whole  party,  the  ene- 
my's fire  being  so  severe.  The  steamer  is  not  the 
Ada,  as  supposed,  but  the  Little  Ada,  of  Glasgow, 
commanded  by  a  Baltimorean  named  Martin. 
He  remarked  to  our  officers  that  they  had  done 
their  work  well,  and  asked  only  to  be  treated  as 
a  gentleman  and  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  No  sooner 
did  the  boats  leave,  however,  than  this  same  man 
opened  a  fire  on  them  from  a  small  Whitworth 
gun  which  the  Little  Ada  had  mounted  on  her 
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deck,  and  this  fire  was  kept  up  some  time  after 
the  batteries  had  ceased  theirs,  shrapnel  bursting 
near  the  boats  when  they  were  a  long  distance  off. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, Charles  M.  Muldoon,  an  ordinary  seaman, 
an  Englishman,  and  a  man  of  no  character,  who 
deserted  to  the  enemy.  Although  there  was  an 
abundance  of  liquor  on  board,  and  it  was  offered 
freely  to  the  men,  not  one  would  take  it,  though 
they  were  cold  and  wet  at  the  time.  I  was  com- 
pelled by  necessity  to  include  five  colored  men 
in  the  party,  and  they  behaved  admirably  under 
fire. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  of  the  Navy  Department 
Acting  Master  E.  H.  Sheffield,  Acting  Ensign 
William  McKendry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
L.  A.  Cornthwaite.  Acting  Ensign  William  Mc- 
Kendry applied  some  time  since  for  an  appoint- 
ment, and  I  think  he  has  well  earned  promotion. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little,  and 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Bar- 
rington,  also  deserve  much  credit  for  their  cool- 
ness and  zeal.  I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WEAVER, 

Lieutenant-Commander. 

Com.  STEPHEN  C.  ROWAN, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-ship  New  Ironsides, 
Charleston  Harbor.- 


Doc.  25. 

SOUTHERN    RECONSTRUCTION. 
GOVERNOR   T.  H.  WATTS'S    LETTER. 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA,  ) 

QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL'S  OFFICE,   > 

ATLANTA,  GA.,  Sept.  19, 1863.     ) 

SIR  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  for  publication  a 
letter  from  Hon.  T.  H.  Watts,  governor  elect  of 
Alabama,  which  explains,  in  terms  unmistakable 
and  unequivocal,  hisx  views  on  that  foul  heresy 
called  "  reconstruction."  Never  were  sentiments 
more  pregnant  with  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
our  struggling  cause  penned.  Every  true  son  of 
the  South  will  conclude  the  reading  of  this  letter 
with  spirits  more  buoyant  and  confidence  more 
steadfast.  Nor  will  our  noble  women  fail  to  ex- 
claim, "  Governor  Watts  is  right :  rather  than  be 
subjugated  we  will  march  to  the  field  of  strife  and 
bare  our  bosoms  to  the  bullets  of  the  cruel  invader." 

With  such  leaders,  such  soldiers,  and  such 
women,  we  must,  we  shall  be  free. 

IRA  R.  FOSTER.* 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  ) 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE,  > 

RICHMOND,  September  !:>,  180.'!.     J 

Hon.  Ira  B.  Foster,  Q.  M.  Gen.  of  Ga.,  Atlanta, 

Ga.: 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  have  to-day  received  your  letter 
of  the  first  instant,  forwarded  to  me  from  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  and  hasten  to  reply.  You 

.*  This  letter  was  originally  addressed  to  the  Editor  of 
the  Atlanta  Intelligencer. 


say  that  my  name,  since  the  Alabama  election,  has 
been  freely  used  by  many  in  connection  with  "re- 
construction" meaning  thereby  that  some  people 
in  Georgia  suppose  I  am  in  favor  of  re-union  with 
the  Yankee  government  of  the  North.  I  am  sur- 
prised and  mortified  that  anybody  in  the  South 
should  so  interpret  the  Alabama  election.  If 
those  who  claim  my  election  as  indicating  any 
such  feeling  in  Alabama,  had  read  my  letter  of 
twenty-first  March  to  General  Lawler,  and  my 
short  address  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  dated 
eighth  June  last,  they  would  never  have  enter- 
tained such  false  notions. 

It  is  due  to  the  gallant  people  of  my  state  to 
call  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  recent 
called  session  of  the  legislature,  passed  unan- 
imously, pledging  all  the  men  and  resources  of 
the  state  to  prosecute  the  war  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Confederate  States  is  fully  estab- 
lished. 

For  myself,  I  will  not  forfeit  my  self-respect  by 
^uing  the  question  of  "  reconstruction." 


argu 


e  who  is  now,  deliberately  or  otherwise,  in 
favor  of  "  reconstruction  "  with  the  states  under 
Lincoln's  dominion,  is  a  traitor  in  his  heart  to  the 
state  of  his  residence  and  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  deserves  a  traitor's  doom.  If  I  had 
the  power,  I  would  build  up  a  wall  of  fire  between 
Yankeedom  and  the  Confederate  States,  there 
to  burn,  for  ages,  as  a  monument  of  the  folly, 
wickedness,  and  vandalism  of  the  puritanic  race ! 
No,  sir !  rather  than  re-unite  with  such*  a  people, 
I  would  see  the  Confederate  States  desolated  with 
fire  and  sword. 

When  the  men  of  the  South  shall  become  such 
base  cowards  as  to  wish  for  such  reunion,  let  us 
call  on  the  women  of  the  South  to  march  to  the 
battle-field,  and  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  justice, 
bid  them  fight  under  the  banner  of  the  Southern 
liberty !  The  call  would  not  be  made  in  vain. 
Let  the  patriot  sires,  whose  children  have  bared 
their  breasts  to  Yankee  bullets,  and  welcomed 
glorious  deaths,  in  this  struggle  for  self-govern- 
ment, rebuke  the  foul  spirit  which  even  whispers 
"  reconstruction ! "  Let  the  noble  mothers,  whose 
sons  have  made  sacred  with  their  blood  so  many 
fields  consecrated  to  freedom,  rebuke  the  fell 
heresy  !  Let  our  blood-stained  banners,  now  un- 
furled "  to  the  battle  and  the  breeze,"  rebuke  the 
cowardice  and  cupidity  which  suggest  "recon- 
struction" The  spirit  of  our  heroic  dead  —  the 
martyrs  to  our  sacred  cause  —  rebuke,  a  thousand 
times  rebuke,  "  reconstruction ! " 

We  have  little  cause  —  for  despondency,  none 
for  despair!  Let  us  nerve  ourselves  afresh  for 
the  contest ;  and  let  us  not  forget  that 

"  Freedom's  battle,  once  begun, 
Bequeathed  from  bleeding  sire  to  son, 
Though  baffled  oft,  is  ever  won  ! " 

If  we  are  true  to  ourselves  ;  true  to  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past ;  true  to  our  homes  and  our  fire- 
sides, and  true  to  our  God,  we  cannot,  we  will 
not  be  conquered !     In  any  and  in  every  event 
let  us  prefer  death  to  a  life  of  cowardly  shame ! 
Your  obedient  servant, 
T.  H.  WATTS. 
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Doc.  26. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE 
NANSEMOND   AND   JAMES   RIVERS. 

REPORT    OF    REAR-ADMIRAL    LEE. 

FLAG-SHIP  NORTH  ATLANTIC  SQUADRON,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA,  April  16, 1864.     \ 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  the  navy  in 
the  recent  combined  army  and  navy  expedition  up 
the  James  and  Nansemond  Rivers :  On  the  ninth 
instant  I  wrote  to  General  Butler,  suggesting  that 
he  send  a  sufficient  force  to  clear  the  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  and  Chuckatuck  of  the 
guerilla  parties  known  to  be  there,  and  to  destroy 
the  boats  which  it  was  supposed  they  had  con- 
cealed. (Copy  enclosed,  No.  1.)  In  reply  to 
this  I  received  on  the  tenth  a  letter  from  General 
Butler,  (copy  No.  2,)  which  was  brought  by 
General  Graham,  who  proposed  going  up  the 
creeks  with  his  light  armed  transports,  and  land- 
ing some  troops  in  the  Nansemond.  I  saw  Gen- 
eral Butler  the  same  evening,  and  urged  him  to 
send  at  once  a  suitable  force  to  come  in  from  the 
rear  and  envelop  the  rebels  so  as  to  effectually 
capture  them  at  Iron  Station,  and  between  the 
Blackwater,  James,  and  Nansemond  Rivers,  and 
to  advise  me  when  he  was  ready  to  begin  this 
movement,  that  I  might  send  a  naval  force  to 
watch  Chuckatuck  and  Pagan  Creeks,  and  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  rebels  by  water.  This  he  prom- 
ised to  do.  I  suggested  to  him  that  the  plan  of 
attack  brought  by  General  Graham,  of  approach 
in  front  instead  of  in  the  rear,  would  drive  back 
the  rebels,  whereas  they  ought  to  be  captured. 
This  recommendation  I  hoped  would  be  adopted, 
but  the  plan  sent  by  General  Graham  was  sub- 
stantially carried  out,  and  the  force  sent  to  the 
rear  was  cavalry,  and  was  kept  too  far  off  for  ef- 
fect. On  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth  I  received 
from  General  Smith  and  Colonel  Shaffer  (chief  of 
staff  to  General  Butler)  a  memorandum,  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
teenth I  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  gunboats  I  had  assigned  to  take  part  in  the 
expedition  —  the  Commodore  Morris,  Commodore 
Perry,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Stepping  Stones 
—  of  which  copies  are  enclosed.  Two  (2)  launches 
with  howitzers  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Wilder  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  Birtwistle, 
were  ordered  to  accompany  the  Stepping  Stones. 
The  gunboats  and  launches  accordingly  started 
from  this  point  as  directed,  and  up  to  sunrise  on 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  all  was  carried  out 
according  to  their  orders  given.  At  this  time, 
however,  the  intended  cooperations  and  the  infan- 
try force  on  Pagan  Creek  failed  of  being  fully 
carried  out,  owing  to  the  grounding  of  the  trans- 
ports and  delay  in  landing  the  troops,  and  that 
part  of  the  expedition  designed  to  explore  Pagan 
Creek  did  not  begin  to  ascend  it  until  12.15  p.  M. 
The  launches,  going  ahead  of  the  troops,  were 
fired  on  from  the  shore  by  a  concealed  force,  and 
Acting  Master  Wilder,  of  this  ship,  instantly  killed, 
and  H.  Miller,  landsman,  severely  wounded.  As- 
sistant Surgeon  William  Longshore's  report  of 


casualties  is  enclosed,  and  the  report  of  Acting 
Master  Campbell  (12)  gives  full  details  of  this 
part  of  the  affair.  The  Commodore  Morris,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  her  commanding 
officer,  Lieutenant  Fyffe,  assisted  the  military 
force,  and  carried  out  my  orders.  The  Commo- 
dore Perry  and  Commodore  Barney  also  did  their 
part  in  cooperating  with  the  troops  in  the  Nanse- 
mond and  Western  Branch.  The  boats  from 
these  vessels  explored  Western  Branch  to  the 
extent  that  the  troops  afforded  cooperation.  The 
expedition  returned  yesterday  afternoon.  It  failed 
in  accomplishing  the  main  objects,  viz.,  the  com- 
plete capture  of  the  rebels  in  that  region  and  the 
destruction  of  the  torpedo-boat  which  attacked 
this  ship  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth.  This,  it 
was  ascertained,  had  gone  from  Pagan  Creek  to 
Richmond  on  the '  night  of  the  tenth  instant  for 
repairs.  This  country  is  a  very  difficult  one  to 
operate  in,  and  requires  more  time  than  was  avail- 
able for  a  complete  overhauling.  I  give  in  a  sep- 
arate report  information  received  in  relation  to 
this  torpedo-boat.  The  results  accomplished  were 
four  (4)  prisoners,  one  (1)  twelve-pound  howitzer, 
belonging  to  the  navy,  and  probably  captured  by 
the  rebels  from  the  army  boat  Smith  Briggs,  and 
a  few  wagons  taken  and  brought  off;  a  valuable 
officer  killed,  and  one  man  wounded  on  our  side 
—  the  rebel  loss  unknown.  The  following  en- 
closures accompany  this  report : 

No.  1.  Admiral  Lee  to  General  Butler,  April 
9, 1864. 

No.  2.  To  Admiral  Lee  from  General  Butler, 
April  10,  1864. 

No.  3.  Memorandum  received  from  General 
Butler  and  Colonel  Shaffer,  April  12,  1864. 

No.  4.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp- 
bell, United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones, 
April  13,  1864. 

No.  5.  Orders  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  13,  1854. 

No.  6.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  James  M. 
Williams,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Barney,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  7.  Orders  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Fyffe,  United 
States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  8.  Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H. 
Upshur,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Min- 
nesota, (three  enclosures,)  April  16,  1864. 

No.  9.  Report  of  Acting  Master  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams, United  States  steamer  Commodore  Barney, 
April  14,  1864. 

No.  10.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
A.  P.  Foster,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Perry,  April  15,  1864. 

No.  11.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 
United  States  steamer  Commodore  Morris,  April 
15,  1864. 

No.  12.  Report  of  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Camp- 
bell,   United    States    steamer    Stepping    Stones 
April  15,  1864.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  LEE, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron 

Hon  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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LETTER   TO    GENERAL   BUTLER. 

FLAG-SHIP  N.  A.  B.  SQUADRON,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  9,  1864.     \ 

GENERAL  :  The  vicinity  of  Smithfield  and 
Chuckatuck  are  known  to  be  invested  by  guerillas, 
who  are  reported  to  have  boats  concealed  up  those 
creeks  and  their.tributaries.  You  are  aware  that 
the  rebels  have  an  organized  system  of  boat  ex- 
peditions all  along  the  coast,  operating  at  one 
time  from  creeks  in  Morton  and  Gloucester  counties 
against  the  Eastern  Shore  counties,  Cape  Charles 
light-house,  &c. ;  at  another  time  against  the  gun- 
boat Underwriter  at  Newbern,  and  now  against  this 
ship  here.  In  all  these  cases  they  harbor  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  operations.  This  was  explained 
by  your  prisoner,  Acting  Master  Webb,  of  the 
rebel  navy,  captured  while  thus  engaged  in  the 
Neck  counties  near  Yorktown,  where,  as  in  the 
vicinity  of  Smithfield,  &c.,  the  small  creeks  are 
numerous  and  not  accessible  to  our  gunboats.  It 
is  believed  that  the  little  torpedo-boat  which 
struck  this  .vessel  last  night,  happily  without  ac- 
complishing its  object,  came  out  of  Pagan  and 
Chuckatuck  Creeks  or  their  tributaries.  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  you  send  at  once  a  sufficient 
force  to  capture  these  rebels  and  destroy  their 
boats  on  the  upper  creeks,  and  to  cooperate  with 
a  naval  force  to  prevent  their  escape  by  the  river, 
which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  you  al^e  ready. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  LEE, 

A.  R.  Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Major-General  B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Commanding  Dep't  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

LETTER  TO  ADMIRAL  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS,  ) 

DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C.,  > 

FORTRESS  MONROE,  April  10, 1864.     > 

ADMIRAL  :  I  have  your  note  in  relation  to  the 
pirates  of  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  James 
River,  and  the  means  of  destroying  them,  and  am 
desirous  of  cooperating  with  you  in  that  object. 
I  have,  therefore,  sent  General  Graham,  who  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  making  all  such  dis- 
positions as  you  may  judge  necessary,  after  con- 
ference with  him  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

.  MEMORANDUM  FROM   GENERAL  BUTLER. 
FORT  MONROE,  April  12,  1864. 
ADMIRAL  LEE  will  please  have  a  gunboat  at 
Hallo  way's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond,  to-morrow 
evening,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  crossing 
of  an  infantry  force.     The  boat  is  to  remain  until 
advised  to  withdraw.     Place  one  or  more  gun- 
boats some  distance  above  Day's  Point  when  the 
army  gunboat  Brewster  proceeds  to  that  place 
with  her  convoy  to  land  the  infantry  —  the  naval 
vessels  to  remain  there  after  the  Brewster  and 
*  transports  leave,  and  to  continue  there  until  infor- 
'•  rnation  is  communicated  that  the  object  of  the 


expedition  has  been  effected.  Likewise  to  station 
a  gunboat  near  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  whilst 
the  army  gunboats  of  light  draught  convey  troops 
in  and  out. 

ORDERS    TO    D.    A.    CAMPBELL. 

FLAG-SHIP  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCK'G  SQUADRON,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VIRGINIA,  April  13, 1804.     \ 

SIR  :  Proceed  with  the  Stepping  Stones  under 
your  command,  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek, 
taking  in  tow  the  two  (2)  launches  of  the  Min- 
nesota. You  will  there  be  joined  by  an  army 
transport  with  troops,  which  are  directed  to  land 
at  or  near  Smithfield  at  sunrise  in  the  morning. 
Render  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  in  effect- 
ing and  covering  this  intended  landing,  and  after 
it  is  effected,  remain  at  that  station  until  you  are 
advised  that  your  services  are  no  longer  needed. 

Guard  closely  the  water  before  and  after  the 
landing  is  effected.  The  object  of  this  expedition 
is  to  cooperate  with  a  detachment  of  our  troops, 
which  will  be  landed  some  distance  above  Day's 
Point,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the  waters 
about  Pagan  Creek,  and  capturing  and  destroying 
any  rebel  torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be 
there  secreted. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  as  well  as  covering 
the  landing,  the  launches  will  be  employed. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  D.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

United  States  Steamer  Stepping  Stones. 

ORDERS   TO   A.    P.   FOSTER. 

FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA,  ) 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VIRGINIA,  April  13, 1864.     ) 

SIR  :  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  un- 
der your  command,  to  the  landing  opposite  Hal- 
loway's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond  River,  timing 
your  departure  so  as  to  pass  through  the  obstruc- 
tions in  safety,  and  so  as  to  arrive  at  Halloway's 
Point  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  to-night.  It  is  intended 
to  cross  in  pontoon  boats  an  infantry  force  to 
Halloway's  Point  at  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  Com- 
municate with  the  officer  in  command  of  such 
troops  as  you  may  find  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Nansemond,  opposite  Halloway's  Point,  and  so 
dispose  of  the  Commodore  Perry  as  will  best 
assist  and  cover  the  intended  passage  and  landing 
of  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  You 
will  remain  in  such  position  until  you  are  advised 
that  your  presence  there  is  no  longer  needed  and 
you  are  directed  to  withdraw.  The  Commodore 
Perry  is  directed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  Nanse- 
mond to  Western  Branch,  and  you  will  send  with 
her  two  armed  boats  from  the  Perry,  under  com- 
petent officers,  who  will  be  under  the  orders  of 
Acting  Master  Williams,  commanding  the  Barney. 

Should  the  General  Putrnan  still  be  in  the 
Nansemond,  you  will  deliver  the  accompanying 
despatch  to  her  commanding  officer. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Acting  Vol.-Lt.  AMOS  P.  FOSTER, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry 
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ORDERS   TO   JAMES   WILLIAMS. 

FLAG-SHIP  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCK'O  SQUADRON,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  April  13, 1864.     i 

SIR:  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Barney, 
under  your  command,  up  the  Nansemond  River, 
communicating  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  and 
receiving  from  her  two  armed  boats,  with 
which  you  will  proceed  with  the  Barney  to  the 
mouth  of  Western  Branch.  It  is  expected  that 
a  detachment  from  the  army  will  be  at  Mil- 
nerstown  or  Red  Ferry,  situated  on  the  West 
Branch,  at  about  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  (Thurs- 
day morning,)  who  are  to  cooperate  with  you  in 
exploring  and  scouting  the  Western  Branch  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  any  rebel 
torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be  there  se- 
creted. Upon  your  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  you  will  arm  and  equip  two  boats  from  the 
Barney,  and,  together  with  the  two  boats  of  the 
Perry  assigned  to  you,  you  will  carefully  and 
cautiously  ascend  the  Western  Branch,  having 
first  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  if  any  there,  and  communicate,  if  practi- 
cable, with  the  army  detachment  expected  at 
Milnerstown  or  Red  Ferry  at  eleven  o'clock. 
You  will  take  command  of  this  boat  expedition  in 
person,  and  be  careful  not  unduly  to  expose  your 
men.  Upon  the  return  of  the  boats  to  the  Barney, 
join  the  Commodore  Perry  at  Hallo  way's  Point, 
and  remain  there  until  your  services,  in  covering 
the  army  operations  at  that  point,  are  no  longer 
needed,  when  you  will  return  and  report  to  me 
here.  Respectfully  yours,  S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  JAMES  M.  WILLIAMS, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Barney. 

ORDERS    TO  LIEUTENANT  FYFFE. 

FLAG-SHIP  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCK'G  SQUADRON, 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  13, 1864. 

SIR:  It  is  intended  that  a  force  of  infantry 
will  be  landed  at  daylight,  to-morrow  morning, 
some  distance  above  Day's  Point,  on  the  James 
River.  For  the  purpose  of  assisting  and  cover- 
ing this  landing,  you  will  hold  yourself  in  readi- 
ness to  proceed  with  the  army  transports,  which  will 
be  collected  at  Newport  News,  at  about  midnight, 
this  evening,  under  cover  of  the  armed  transport 
Brewster,  and  will  accompany  the  expedition  to 
the  point  of  landing.  You  will  direct  that  the 
United  States  steamer  Shokokon,  now  on  advance 
picket  duty,  be  in  readiness  to  join  you  as  you 
proceed  up  the  river,  giving  her  commanding 
officer  notice  of  the  intended  movement  before- 
hand. Upon  the  arrival  at  the  point  of  landing, 
you  will  so  dispose  of  the  Commodore  Morris  and 
Shokokon  as  to  render  every  assistance  in  cover- 
ing the  landing,  and  after  the  landing  has  been 
effected,  the  naval  vessels  will  remain  in  their 
positions  until  information  is  communicated  that 
the  objects  of  the  expedition  are  effected.  Guard 
closely  the  water  during  this  movement.  You 
are  charged  with  the  notification  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  vessels  now  lying  in  James 
River,  between  Newport  News  and  the  intended 
place  of  landing,  of  the  intended  movement,  so 
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that  the  vessels  engaged  in  it  may  pass  safely  and 
quietly  to  their  destination.  It  is  intended  that 
an  infantry  force  shall  land  at  or  near  Smithfield, 
passing  into  Pagan  Creek  to  assist  in  that  move- 
ment ;  the  Stepping  Stones,  with  two  launches 
from  the  Minnesota,  is  detailed  to  assist  and  cover 
the  landing,  which  will  take  place  at  sunrise  to- 
morrow. Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  JOSEPH  P.  FYFFE, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Morris. 

REPORT    OF  LIEUT.-COMMANDER  UPSHUR. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  16, 1864.     $ 

SIR  :  I  enclose  herewith  the*  reports  of  Acting 
Ensign  Birtwistle  and  O'Connor,  of  this  vessel, 
of  the  part  taken  by  them  and  the  men  under  their 
command,  composing  the  crews  of  the  launches 
in  the  late  expedition  to  Smithfield ;  also  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Longshaw's  report  of  casualties. 
It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and  sorrow  that 
I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Acting  Volunteer- 
Lieutenant  Wilder.  He  was  a  brave,  zealous, 
and  subordinate  officer.  True  to  the  reputation 
he  had  won  among  his  shipmates  for  promptness 
and  gallantry,  he  fell  while  in  the  act  of  firing  a 
shot  at  the  enemy.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  UPSHUR, 

Lieut.-Commander,  commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

REPORT    OF    ENSIGN   O'CONNOR. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAG-SHIP  MINNESOTA,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  15, 1864.     \ 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
thirteenth  of  April,  at  about  seven  P.  M.,  the  first 
and  second- launches  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew  of 
nineteen  and  twenty  men  respectively,  the  second 
launch  being  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
James  Birtwistle,  and  both  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  left 
this  ship,  and  went  alongside  the  United  States 
steamer  Stepping  Stones,  and  were  fastened 
astern,  while  the  Stepping  Stones  proceeded  a 
short  distance  up  the  James  River  and  anchored. 

At  two  A.  M.,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  Stepping 
Stones  proceeded  up  the  James  River  to  the 
mouth  of  Pagan  Creek  with  the  boats  in  tow, 
where  she  anchored,  it  being  yet  dark,  and  seeing 
no  signs  of  the  army  transports.  At  about  5.30 
A.  M.  two  army  boats  came  in  view  coming  down 
the  river,  and  soon  others  came  from  the  same 
direction.  We  lay  there,  waiting  for  them  to 
come  in,  which  they  seemed  unable  to  do.  At 
about  ten  A.  M.  the  boats  cast  off  from  the  Step- 
ping Stones  and  anchored,  while  she  proceeded 
out  and  communicated  with  the  transports,  and 
then  piloted  them  into  the  creek,  and  was  the 
pilot  of  the  flotilla  all  of  the  way  to  Smithfield. 
When  the  Stepping  Stones  got  back  into  the 
creek  the  launches  proceeded  up  in  tow  of  the 
army  steamer  Emma;  she  got  aground  after  pro- 
ceeding about  three  miles,  when  the  boats  cast 


242 


REBELLION   RECORD,  18G2-64. 


off  from  her  and  commenced  to  pull  up.  At 
about  12.15,  noon,  we  arrived  off  Smithfield,  hav- 
ing up  to  this  time  seen  no  enemies.  The  first 
launch  proceeded  a  short  distance  beyond  the 
wharf,  to  a  jetty,  where  Mr.  Wilder  sent  me  with 
a  guard  of  four  men  to  bring  down  one  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  —  one  of  whom  we  saw  sit- 
ting in  front  of  a  store.  I  brought  him  to  Mr. 
Wilder,  who  examined  him  closely  concerning  the 
rebels  and  about  the  torpedo  boat.  He  stated 
that  there  were  no  troops  in  the  vicinity,  nor  had 
there  been  any  since  the  Smith  Briggs  was  de- 
stroyed ;  but  occasionally  some  of  the  rebel  picket 
came  into  the  town.  He  also  stated  that  the  tor- 
pedo boat  had  been  there  twice,  and  had  come 
from  Richmond.  JHe  told  us  that  the  David  had 
left  the  village  on  last  Sunday  night,  at  ten  o'clock, 
and  had  returned  to  Richmond.  We  then  went 
back  to  the  wharf,  and  Mr.  Wilder  left  the  launch 
and  communicated  with  Acting  Master  Campbell 
and  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  on  shore. 
At  two  p.  M.  Mr.  Wilder  said  to  Mr.  Birtwistle 
that  he  was  going  a  short  distance  up  the  creek, 
and  desired  him  to  follow  at  a  short  distance,  and 
cover  us  in  the  first  launch,  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. We  then  proceeded  up  the  creek,  and  past 
the  town,  till  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  bridge, 
where  we  saw  an  old  negro  sitting;  we  went 
alongside  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Wilder  put  various 
questions  to  him,  and  the  answers  he  gave  cor- 
roborated the  statement  of  the  man  who  was  pre- 
viously examined.  Apprehending  no  danger, 
though  we  were  prepared  for  it,  we  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  and  up  the  creek,  and  were 
followed  at  the  proper  distance  by  the  second 
launch.  When  we  were  about  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  bridge  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
us  from  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  and  from  a 
thickly  wooded  bluff.  Immediately  we  pointed 
the  boat's  head  for  the  bluff  and  returned  the  fire 
from  the  howitzer  and  the  rifles  —  Mr.  Wilder 
going  to  the  howitzer,  and  I  attending  to  the  boat 
and  using  small  arms.  We. had  fired  two  rounds 
at  the  rebels,  and  Mr.  Wilder  had  the  lock  string 
in  his  hand  ready  to  fire,  when,  I  regret  very  much 
to  say,  he  was  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  left 
temple  and  instantly  killed.  H.  H.  Miller,  one 
of  my  men,  was  also  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  and 
badly  wounded.  I  discharged  the  gun,  and  got 
the  launch  with  her  head  down  stream,  thinking 
it  was  useless  to  endanger  the  lives  of  my  men 
any  longer.  Mr.  Birtwistle  got  a  good  position 
and  ably  supported  me,  and  I  will  now  add  that 
through  the  whole  expedition  my  men  behaved 
well,  and  especially  while  under  fire.  This  morning 
my  boat,  in  company  with  the  second  launch,  cov- 
ered the  army  steamer  Emma  while  she  ascended 
the  creek.  We  gave  the  woods  a  vigorous  shelling, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  starting  some  of  the 
enemy  from  the  woods.  The  town  of  Smithfield 
has  a  deserted  appearance,  and  I  saw  no  one  in 
the  town  but  old  men,  women,  and  children. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 
FRED.  A.  O'CONNOR, 

Acting  Ensign  United  States  Navy. 
Lieut.-Commander  J.  H.  UPSHUR, 
U.  S.  Navy, -commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 


REPORT   OF    ENSIGN    BIRTWISTLE. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAM  FRIGATE  MINNESOTA,  ) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  25, 1804.     $ 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  left  the 
ship,  in  charge  of  the  second  launch,  with  Master's 
Mate  J.  M.  Simms,  (20)  twenty  men,  and  heavy 
twelve-pounder  howitzer,  subject  to  the  orders  of 
Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  in  command  of 
the  first  launch,  with  Acting  Ensign  Fred  A. 
O'Connor,  (19)  nineteen  men,  and  heavy  twelve- 
pounder  howitzer,  smooth  bore.  Both  launches 
were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Stepping  Stones.  She 
anchored  a  short  distance  up  the  river  until  two 
o'clock  next  morning,  the  fourteenth,  when  she 
got  under  way  and  arrived  off  Smithfield  Creek, 
which  we  entered  at  daylight  and  came  to  anchor 
just  inside,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  army 
steamer  which  steamed  in  towards  us  at  about 
nine  A.  M.,  but  grounded  outside.  The  Stepping 
Stones  went  out  to  pilot  them  in,  while  the 
launches  lay  at  anchor  until  they  came  up,  when 
we  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  army  steamer  Emma 
to  within  about  (3)  three  miles  of  Smithfield,  when 
we  cast  off  and  took  stations  to  cover  the  advance 
and  landing  of  the  troops,  and  arrived  at  Smith- 
field  at  about  12.30.  Troops  landed,  launches 
advanced,  and  Mr.  Wilder  stationed  me  to  guard 
the  main  street  and  back  entrance  to  the  town, 
while  he  commanded  the  main  approaches  to  the 
right  of  the  town ;  and  while  in  this  position  Mr. 
Wilder  interrogated  an  aged  colored  man  who 
was  living  in  a  toll-house  to  a  destroyed  bridge 
near  him  in  reference  to  the  Torpedo,  the  nature 
of  the  creek,  force  and  vicinity  of  the  rebels,  and 
other  necessary  and  important  questions,  while  I, 
on  the  left,  questioned  an  aged  white  man  in  a 
similar  manner.  Shortly  afterwards  we  compared 
accounts,  and  found  them  to  agree.  Though  they 
said  the  Torpedo  had  left  there  last  Sunday  even- 
ing, Mr.  Wilder  was  not  satisfied,  nor  any  of 
us;  we  thought  possibly  their  statements  were 
not  true,  or  she  might  have  returned.  Mr.  Wil- 
der having  called  me  to  him,  placed  me  in  com- 
mand of  the  right  of  the  town,  while  he  went  to 
consult  Acting  Master  Campbell,  commanding  the 
Stepping  Stones.  He  returned,  and  said  he  was 
going  a  little  way  up  the  creek,  and  ordered  me  to 
follow  him  and  cover  his  advance.  He  proceeded 
through  the  bridge  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  he 
was  fired  on  from  an  ambushed  bluff  by  concealed 
riflemen.  Fortunately  the  second  launch  was  ly- 
ing on  their  oars —  waiting  for  the  first  launch  to 
get  about  (100)  one  hundred  yards  ahead  —  with 
the  gun  manned  and  trained  directly  on  the  bluff. 
I  primed  and  fired  a  percussion  shell  right  in 
their  midst,  and  the  second  volley  they  fired  was 
quite  scattering ;  backed  the  second  launch  and 
fired  rapidly,  each  shell  bursting  beautifully.  The 
first  launch,  on  being  fired  on,  promptly  rounded 
to  and  fired  three  effective  shots  from  their  gun, 
and  discharged  all  their  small  arms,  pulled  from 
under  the  bluff  under  cover  of  the  second  launch, 
and  I  most  sincerely  regret  to  have  to  say  that 
while  in  close  action  Mr.  Wilder  received  a  shot 
in  the  left  temple  which  killed  him  instantly,  and 
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in  the  very  act  of  pulling  the  lock-string  of  the  j  Commodore  Perry,  (lying  at  first  obstructions  in 
howitzer  to  fire  the  second  shot.     Mr.  O'Connor   the  river,)  who  furnished  me  with  two  boats  (crews 


then  fought  and  managed  the  first  launch  gallant- 
ly, bringing  her  out  manfully,  and  his  men  fought 
heroically.  I  ordered  him  to  take  position  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  bridge,  but  he  said  he  had  wound- 
ed in  his  boat,  so  I  allowed  him  to  proceed  to  the 


armed)  from  his  vessel.  We  then  proceeded  up 
the  river,  and  at  10.55  P.  M.  anchored  at  Sleepy 
Hole.  I  then  fitted  out  two  armed  boats  from  this 
vessel,  and  with  the  two  from  the  Commodore 
Perry  communicated  with  Colonel  Keys,  of  the 


Stepping  Stones,  and  the  shots  then  were  very  |  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volun- 
f'ew.  The  Stepping  Stones  at  this  time  chimed  in  )  teers,  (at  11.30  p.  M.,)  who  required  our  assistance 
beautifully,  sending  a 


number   of  well-directed 

shots  in  various  places  at  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
which  greatly  cheered  u-s,  and  we  heard  no  more 
firing  from  the  enemy. 

I  am  very  gratified  to  say  that  Mr.  Simms, 
officer  of  the  piece  in  the  second  launch,  was  re- 
markably cool,  and  directed  the  working  of  the 
gun  in  a  most  creditable  and  skilful  manner.  All 
the  men,  both  at  the  gun  and  the  oars,  gave  the 
strictest  attention  to  every  order,  and  I  feel  at  a 
loss  to  commend  any  individual  one.  Therefore, 
sir,  I  commend  to  your  notice  both  officers  and 
men  of  both  launches.  Not  a  shot  was  dodged 
by  any  one,  and  when  I  headed  the  second  launch 
towards  the  town,  to  get  clear  of  some  bushes  on 
my  starboard  quarter,  the  crew  murmured,  and  to 
hasten  the  move  I  had  to  tell  them  I  was  only 
getting  clear  of  the  bushes  for  a  better  position. 
I  then  lay  a  while  in  easy  range,  and  the  army 
having  possession  of  the  town  and  its  rear,  I  re- 
ported to  Captain  Campbell,  and  lay  astern  of  the 
Stepping  Stones  until  the  next  morning.  At 
about  seven  A.  M.  we  covered  the  advance  of  the 
little  army  steamer  Emma,  with  troops,  up  the 
creek,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  driving  a  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  from  the  same  place.  She  re- 
turned without  the  Torpedo. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.   BlRTWISTLE, 

Acting  Ensign. 
Lieut.-Commander  J.  H.  UPSUUR, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

REPORT  OF  SURGEON  LONGSHAW. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAM  FRIGATE  MINNESOTA.  ) 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  15,  1864.      \ 

SIR  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties 
to  the  detachment  sent  from  this  ship  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  D. 
M.  Campbell,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  land- 
ing at  Smithfield,  Va.,  on  the  fourteenth  instant. 
Killed,  Acting  Volunteer-Lieutenant  Charles  B. 
Wilder ;  wounded,  Harmon  H.  Miller,  landsman, 
severely  in  left  shoulder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LONGSHAW  JR., 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.-Commander  J.  H.  UPSHUR, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

REPORT    OF   JAMES    M.   WILLIAMS. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  TERRY,  | 
NANSEMOND  RIVER,  VA.,  April  H,  \tm.     \ 
SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  I  proceeded  up  the  Nansemond 
River,  and  at  7.45  p.  M.  of  that  day  (thirteenth 


who  required  < 

in  transporting  his  troops  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  At  2.30  A.  M.  of  this  day  (fourteenth  April) 
they  commenced  crossing  in  army  launches  and 
boats  on  the  expedition  from  this  vessel,  and  at 
six  A.  M.  the  last  of  them  had  crossed.  I  then  re- 
turned to  this  vessel  immediately,  got  under  way, 
and,  with  two  of  the  Commodore  Perry's  boats  in 
tow,  steamed  to  Western  Branch  and  anchored  at 
the  obstructions ;  then,  with  two  boats'  crews, 
armed,  proceeded  about  three  miles  up  the  branch, 
where  I  communicated  with  the  Colonel  of  the 
Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  volunteers,  who  in- 
formed me  that  the  pickets  had  seen  rebel  cavalry 
in  the  morning,  (it  was  noon  when  I  met  the 
Colonel.)  He  also  informed  me  that  they  (the 
rebel  cavalry  and  infantry)  were  reported  to  be 
about  ten  thousand  strong,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Barker's  Cross  Roads.  A  little  farther 
up  the  branch  I  met  a  citizen  (a  former)  whom  I 
strictly  questioned  concerning  torpedoes,  boats, 
&c.  He  positively  denied  that  any  such  things 
were  in  that  neighborhood,  but  he  acknowledged 
that  they  might  be  in  Chuckatuck,  as  Lieutenant 
Roy  had  a  force  at  his  headquarters  to  replace  the 
old  one  that  we  had  captured  on  the  twenty-ninth 
March.  After  receiving  from  him  all  the  informa- 
tion that  he  appeared  to  know,  I  returned  to  my 
vessel,  steamed  to  Sleepy  Hole,  where  the  Com- 
modore Perry  was  anchored,  returned  her  boats, 
and  proceeded  down  river  to  flag-ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  WILLIAMS, 

Acting  Master,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

REPORT    OF    LIEUTENANT    FOSTER. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE  PERRY,  1 
April  15,  1804.      { 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  April  thirteenth,  I  proceeded 
up  the  Nansemond  River  to  the  landing  opposite 
Halloway's  Point,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  9.50 
P.  M.  I  there  found  Colonel  Keys,  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  York  volunteers, 
who  told  me  that  he  intended  to  cross  four  hun- 
dred (400)  troops  as  soon  as  his  barges  should 
arrive. 

I  offered  to  render  him  any  assistance  in  my 
power  with  regard  to  crossing  his  troops.  He 
told  me  that  he  would  cross  the  troops  himself, 
but  desired  me  to  take  such  a  position  as  would 
cover  the  landing  of  his  troops.  This  I  immedi- 
ately did. 

At  11.45  P.  M.  the  Delaware  came  up  with  four 
(4)  launches,  under  the  charge  of  a  Lieutenant  of 


slant)  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  1  the  naval  brigade.     I  immediately  sent  the  Lieu- 
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tenant  with  the  barges  on  shore  to  report  to 
Colonel  Keys.  I  went  on  shore  myself,  and  again 
offered  to  'assist  in  crossing  the  troops.  The 
Colonel,  however,  wished  to  cross  them  himself. 
It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  all  the 
troops  were  across  the  river.  At  three  o'clock, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  instant,  seventy 
(70)  men  returned,  under  charge  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel of  the  regiment,  and  recrossed. 

At  two  o'clock  this  P.  M.  Acting  Ensign  Arnold 
Harris  arrived  here  in  the  army  gunboat  Brew- 
ster, and  reported  to  me  that  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Keys  had  been  taken  to 
Norfolk,  and  would  not  return  to  recross  at 
Nansemond.  I  immediately  got  under  way,  and 
proceeded  to  Newport  News. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  FOSTER, 

Acting  Volunteer- Lieutenant,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 
Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Newport  News,  Va. 

BEPORT    OF  LIEUTENANT  FYFFE. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MORRIS,  ) 
NEWPORT  NEWS,  April  15, 1864.     ) 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I 
proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones, 
and  Shokokon,  accompanied  by  the  army  trans- 
ports Brewster  and  John  D.  W.  Pentz,  up  James 
River,  to  a  point  in  Burrell's  Bay,  about  three 
miles  north  of  Point  of  Shoals  light-house,  where, 
arriving  at  3.30  A.  M.,  of  the  fourteenth,  the  troops 
were   disembarked   from   the   transports  by  the 
boats  of  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones,  and 
two  launches,  the  Shokokon  being  sent  on  picket 
about  four  miles  farther  up  the  river.     All  the 
troops,  nearly  four  hundred,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Massachusetts  regiment,  were  landed  by  five  A.  M., 
when  the  transports  steamed  down  the  river.  About 
seven  A.  M.  some  musket  firing  was  heard,  which  I 
supposed  to  be  a  small  party  of  skirmishers.     At 
eight  A.  M.  an  officer  (quartermaster)  came  down 
to  the  beach  at  a  point  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
below  where  the  troops  had  landed  and  made  sig- 
nal to  this  vessel.     He  was  accompanied  by  three 
soldiers.     I  went  in  a  boat  to  communicate  with 
him,  but  before  I  got  to  the  beach  he  had  sent 
two  of  his  men  off,  who  did  not  return,  and  are 
now  supposed  to  be  prisoners.     On  landing,  he 
told  me  that  he  had  two  wounded  men ;  that  they 
were  in  the  rear  guard  of  the  regiment,  which  was 
but  a  short  distance  off.     I  took  five  men  with  me 
to  help  bring  the  wounded  down,  the  officer  act- 
ing as  guide.     We  proceeded  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  to  where  he  said  the  rear  guard 
ought  to  be,  but  saw  nothing  of  them,  nor  could 
we  find  the  wounded.     We  saw  a  cavalry  picket 
or  escort,  composed  of  about  eight  men,  riding  in 
the   direction   of  Day's  Point.     We  fired   upon 
them,  at  which  they  returned  and  galloped  back, 
and  we  returned  to  our  boats.     I  brought  the  offi- 
cer and  one  man  on  board  this  vessel,  and  soon 
after  I  put  them  on  board   the  Brewster.     At 
12.15   discovered  some  soldiers  on  shore,  at  a 


house  just  above  Rock  Wharf,  who  were  signaliz- 
ing to  this  vessel.  I  now  discovered  them  to  be  the 
same  ones  we  had  landed  in  the  morning.  I 
manned  two  boats,  and  went  on  shore  to  see  what 
assistance  was  required.  On  landing,  the  Colonel 
told  me  he  had  four  wounded  men  and  four  pris- 
oners, and  said  he  had  no  way  of  caring  for 
the  wounded,  and  no  way  of  keeping  his  prison- 
ers, and  wished  me  to  receive  them  on  board  this 
vessel  until  they  could  be  properly  cared  for,  which 
I  did.  They  were  all  put  on  board  the  Mt.  Wash- 
ington last  evening,  and  sent  down.  He  had  also 
a  twelve-pound  Dahlgren  howitzer,  which  he 
had  found  in  the  house,  and  which  he  said  he 
should  leave,  as  he  had  no  way  of  taking  it  with 
him.  I  then  took  it  and  brought  it  on  board, 
where  I  still  have  it.  It  is  complete,  with  the 
exception  of  sights.  At  ten  P.  M.  last  night  the 
John  D.  W.  Pentz  came  up  after  the  troops,  and 
requested  of  me  some  boats  to  help  reembark 
them,  which  I  sent.  They  were  all  got  off  at  3.30 
this  morning,  and  immediately  started  down  the 
river.  I  remained  there  until  I  received  your  or- 
ders to  return  to  this  station,  which  I  reached  at 
seven  o'clock  p.  M. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  P.  FYFFE, 

Lieutenant,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S.  —  I  omitted  to  mention  that  at  2.30  this 
morning  this  vessel  was  hailed  from  Rock  Wharf. 
I  sent  a  boat,  which  brought  off  a  soldier  of  the 
Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  who  said  he  had  been 
left  behind.  I  shall  send  him  to  his  regiment. 
JOSEPH  P.  FYFFE, 

Lieutenant,  commanding. 
REPORT   OF   ACTING   MASTER    CAMPBELL. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  STEPPING  STONES,) 
OFF  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA.,  April  15, 1864.    j 

Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  this  vessel  and  two  launches  from  the 
Minnesota  in  tow,  under  command  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter Charles  B.  Wilder,  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan 
Creek,  at  sunrise  on  the  fourteenth,  to  cooperate 
with  a  detachment  from  the  army ;  but  as  the 
transports  did  not  arrive  until  nine  A.  M.,  and  then 
all  got  aground,  it  was  late  before  we  could  pro- 
ceed. As  soon  as  the  transports  grounded  I  sent 
a  boat  to  know  if  I  could  render  them  any  assist- 
ance, to  which  the  Captain  replied  they  had  no 
pilot.  When  the  boat  returned,  and  reported  this 
to  me,  I  steamed  down  to  them,  told  the  captains 
to  follow  me  as  soon  as  they  could  get  afloat,  and 
I  would  show  them  the  way,  which  they  did,  and 
I  steamed  up  the  creek  to  Smithfield,  arriving  at 
12.15  p.  M.,  followed  by  the  steamers  C.  W. 
Thomas,  John  Tracey,  and  Emma,  and  landed 
the  troops  without  opposition.  The  Stepping 
Stones  taking  position  about  one  hundred  (100) 
yards  below,  and  the  launches  about  fifty  (50) 
yards  above,  the  transports  to  cover  the  landing. 
After  the  troops  were  landed,  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  the  senior  army  officer  present,  and  was 


. A. HUMPHREYS 


#• 


DOCUMENTS. 


245 


requested  to  remain  until  further  orders,  which  I 
did.  At  two  P.  M.  Acting  Master  Wilder  told 
me  he  would  like  to  go  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
town  with  the  launches,  if  I  had  no  objection  ;  I 
replied  that  I  hrd  none,  and  (as  I  suppose)  think- 
ing i here  was  no  danger,  we  not  having  seen  any 
rebels  on  the  way  up,  went  about  two  hundred 
(200)  yards  farther  up  the  creek,  where  about  fif- 
teen (15)  of  the  rebel  signal  corps,  which  were 
concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  bank,  opened  on 
the  launches  with  musketry.  Sad  to  relate,  Act- 
"ing  Master  Wilder,  of  the  Minnesota,  was  instant- 
ly killed,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  head, 
and  Harmon  H.  Miller,  (seaman,)  also  from  the 
Minnesota,  was  severely  wounded.  The  boats 
returned  the  fire  promptly,  as  did  also  this  vessel, 
and  we  very  soon  heard  no  more  from  them.  The 
boats,  after  giving  the  woods  a  pretty  good  shell- 
ing, returned  to  this  vessel.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  that  the  rebel 
torpedo  boat,  which  has  been  hovering  around 
these  waters  for  a  few  days,  left  Smithfield  on 
Sunday  evening  last,  bound  to  Richmond.  It  is 
reported  by  the  inhabitants,  with  several  of  whom, 
both  white  and  black,  I  conversed,  and  their  state- 
ments all  agree,  that  the  torpedo  boat  came  to 
Smithfield  on  Saturday  morning,  the  ninth  instant, 
and  left  on  Sunday  evening  for  Richmond  for  re- 
pairs. As  near  as  I  could  ascertain,  she  is  a 
wooden  boat,  about  thirty-five  (35)  feet  long,  and 
very  narrow,  has  a  propeller  engine,  low  pressure, 
is  covered  with  boiler  iron,  making  her  shot-proof 
against  musketry,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Davidson,  of  the  rebel  navy.  This  morning, 
at  daylight,  General  Graham  informed  me  that 
my  services  were  no  longer  required  at  Smithfield, 
and  requested  me  to  cover  the  rear  of  his  trans- 
ports while  going  down  the  creek,  which  I  did, 
and  arrived  at  this  place  at  11.30  A.  M.  The  offi- 
cers and  men  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Minnesota's  launches,  conducted 
themselves  through  this  expedition  in  the  most 
becoming  manner,  always  ready  and  anxious  to 
do  their  duty.  Pilot  Henry  Stevens,  of  the  Min- 
nesota, deserves  much  credit  in  piloting  this  ves- 
sel, as  well  as  the  transports  ;  were  it  not  for  him, 
we  should  not  have  been  able  to  find  the  way  to 
Smithfield  without  much  difficulty. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Actiug  Master,  commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Doc.  27. 

DESTRUCTION    OF    COTTON. 
OFFICIAL    ORDER    AND    DESPATCH. 

RICHMOND,  Friday,  May  2,  1862. 
To  Major-General  M.  Lovell : 

The  following  despatch  was  sent  to  you  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  April. 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


IT  has  been  determined  to  burn  all  the  cotton 
and  tobacco,  whether  foreign  or  our  own,  to  pre- 
vent it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  therefore  destroy  it  all,  if  necessary,  to 
prevent  them  from  getting  it.  G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

C.  S.  OF  AMERICA,  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  ) 
No.  1,  CAMP  MOORE,  LOUISIANA,  May  3, 1862.     ) 

General  Order  No.  17.  —  The  enemy,  by  an 
overwhelming  naval  force,  having  succeeded  in 
passing  the  defences  and  gaining  possession  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  are  jubilant  in  the  boast, 
chat  the  struggle  which  a  gallant  people  are  mak- 
ing from  a  bondage  to  which  death  would  be  pref- 
erable, is  rapidly  closing  in  disgrace  and  humil- 
iation to  the  South.  They  claim  that  the  great 
Valley  of  the  West  being  opened,  the  remotest 
commercial  interest  of  the  civilized  world  will 
have  cause  to  side  with  them  in  the  iron-handed 
ontroversy  which  they  are  waging  upon  us,  for 
the  reason  that  cotton  will  now  flow  from  every 
tributary  of  the  Mississippi  to  seek  a  market  un- 
der their  protection  in  the  ports  of  Europe ;  for 
without  that  staple  they  know  full  well  that  a 
brief  period  will  put  an  end  to  their  attempt  to 
conquer  the  South.  It  is  with  the  people  to  de- 
cide this  question  for  themselves. 

If  you  are  resolved  to  be  free,  if  you  are  worthy 
of  the  heroic  blood  that  has  come  down  to  you 
through  hallowed  generations,  if  you  have  fixed 
your  undimmed  eye  upon  the  brightness  that 
spreads  out  before  you  and  your  children,  and 
are  determined  to  shake  away  forever  and  ever  all 
political  association  with  the  vandal  horde  that 
now  gather  like  a  pestilence  about  your  fair  coun- 
try ;  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  is  the  time  to  strike ! 
One  sparkling,  living  touch  of  fire  in  manly  ac- 
tion for  one  hour  upon  each  cotton  plantation, 
and  the  eternal  seal  of  Southern  independence  is 
fired  and  fixed  in  the  great  heart  of  the  world. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that,  with  the 
destruction  of  negro  property,  the  cotton  and 
sugar  lands  of  the  South  would  be  worthless,  and 
that  the  mighty  effort  of  this  abolition  war  is  for 
that  purpose,  is  amply  proved  by  a  thousand  evi- 
dences unnecessary  to  refer  to  in  this  order,  and 
which  are  rapidly  culminating  in  the  various 
schemes  of  the  Federal  Congress  in  reference  to 
the  destruction  of  the  slave-holding  interest  in  all 
the  border  states. 

Your  Major-General  calls,  in  this  hour  of  dan- 
ger, for  one  heroic  effort,  and  he  feels  consciously 
proud  that  he'will  not  call  in  vain.  Let  not  a  sol- 
itary bale  of  cotton  be  left  as  spoil  for  the  ini-a- 
der,  and  all  will  be  well.  By  order  of  Major- 
General  LOVELL.  J.  G.  PICKETT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Doc.  28.  • 

HOW    SMUGGLING   WAS    CARRIED    ON. 
REPORT    OF    CAPTAIN   DUNHAM. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEFENCES  OF  WASHINGTON. 
SIR  :  Agreeably  to  instructions  received  from 
Captain  Richard  B.  Irwin,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
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jutant-General  to  Major-General  Banks,  to  visit 
the  lower  part  of  Maryland  as  far  as  Leonardtown, 
St.  Mary's  county,  and  arrest  all  parties  suspected 
of  smuggling  articles  into  Virginia,  or  of  selling 
goods  to  individuals  who  purposed  conveying 
them  across  the  Potomac,  also  to  examine  the 
post-offices  at  the  many  villages  in  that  section  of 
country,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  started 
on  November  first,  1862,  on  the  above  expedition, 
accompanied  by  a  squadron  of  the  First  Ohio  cav- 
alry, numbering  seventy  men,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain N.  D.  Menken;  reached  the  village  of  Pis- 
cataway  at  three  P.  M. ;  found  nothing  here  to 
excite  my  suspicions,  but  I  learned  from  the  in- 
habitants that  a  large  contraband  trade  was  car- 
ried on  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pamunkey  Land- 
ing, some  ten  miles  below  Piscataway,  and  that 
drafted  men  and  men  belonging  to  the  rebel  army 
(the  former  to  avoid  serving,  and  the  latter  to 
visit  their  families  in  Maryland)  were  constantly 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  night,  frequently  in 
squads  of  ten  to  twenty. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  information 
I  started  for  Pamunkey  Landing,  which  is  sit- 
uated on  the  Potomac  River,  near  the  mouth  of 
Pamunkey  River.  Upon  arriving  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  river,  I  ordered  fifty  men  to  dis- 
mount, and  marched  them  down  to  a  place  called 
Fishtown,  situated  upon  the  Potomac.  Left 
Lieutenant  Hartwell,  Eleventh  infantry,  of  Gen- 
eral Banks's  staff,  at  this  point,  with  a  portion  of 
the  force,  and  took  the  remainder  down  the  river 
about  two  miles,  stationing  men  at  various  inter- 
mediate points.  Remained  here  several  hours, 
but  accomplished  nothing.  At  two  P.  M.  collected 
the  men  and  started  for  camp. 

About  two  miles  from  the  river  met  a  wagon 
containing  six  men.  Two  remained  in  the  wagon 
and  four  attempted  to  escape  into  the  woods,  two 
of  whom  were  recaptured.  They  acknowledged 
that  they  were  bound  for  Richmond,  and  were  re- 
turning from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  cross  the 
river.  They  were  all  armed  but  one,  and  two  of 
the  party  belonged  to  the  rebel  army.  Their 
names  were  as  follows:  Theodore  Dent,  J.  R. 
Bateman,  J.  I.  Turner,  B.  Montgomery.  Next 
day  sent  them  under  guard  to  Washington,  ac- 
companied by  a  Dr.  Hardie,  whom  I  arrested 
upon  suspicion  of  harboring  these  men  previous  to 
crossing.  They  are  all  now  comfortably  situated 
at  the  Capitol  Prison.  Arrived  at  Port  Tobacco 
the  evening  of  the  second,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night.  Discovered  nothing  at  this  place 
of  a  suspicious  character. 

The  morning  of  the  third  visited  Captain  Ken- 
yon,  commanding  squadron  of  Scott's  Legion,  at 
Chapel  Point,  about  four  miles  below  Port  Tobac- 
co. His  whole  force  is  stationed  at  this  point, 
and  he  sends  out  parties  into  the  surrounding 
country  only  upon  receiving  information  that 
something  of  a  treasonable  nature  is  going  on. 
He  had  lately  made  several  captures  of  contra- 
band goods,  also  some  prisoners.  Reached  the 
village  of  Chaptico  the  same  day  about  eleven 
P.  M.,  and  arrested  a  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding,  mer- 
chant, who  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  in 


violating  the  blockade.  Found  in  his  money 
drawer  letters  implicating  him.  Also  found  in 
his  storehouse  several  boxes  mysteriously  directed 
in  large  letters  to  "  O.  K.,"  of  which  he  could 
give  no  account  whatever. 

At  two  A.  M.,  of  the  fourth  instant,  started  for 
Leonardtown,  fourteen  miles  distant.  On  the 
way  searched  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Maddox,  situate 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wicomico  River.  Discovered 
nothing.  Reached  Leonardtown  about  daylight, 
and  arrested  a  Mr.  E.  Lee  Spaulding,  brother  to  C. 
C.  Spaulding.  Found  in  his  safe  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  in  Southern  money,  taken  in  payment  for 
bill  of  goods  sold  to  a  party  of  whom  he  knew 
nothing,  not  even  so  far  as  his  name.  He  had 
made  no  entry  of  this,  nor  of  many  similar  sales, 
upon  the  book,  and  gave  the  man  no  receipt.  He 
had  packed  the  goods  in  small  bundles,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  purchaser.  The  only  account  of  the 
sale  he  could  produce  was  a  bill  without  name  or 
date. 

Left  Leonardtown  afternoon  of  same  day,  with 
Mr.  E.  L.  Spaulding,  and  reached  Chaptico  at 
seven  P.  M.,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 
Left  Chaptico  on  the  fifth  with  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaul- 
ding and  E.  Lee  Spaulding,  in  arrest ;  arrived  at 
Pamunkey  Landing  at  seven  P.  M.,  where  we  were 
rejoined  by  Lieutenant  Hartwell,  whom  I  had 
sent  back  from  Newport  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
third,  in  command  of  twenty  men,  with  orders  to 
make  a  more  thorough  search  of  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pamunkey ;  also  to  arrest  certain  indi- 
viduals suspected  of  entertaining  parties  who  be- 
longed to  the  opposite  shore.  I  released  them, 
however,  because  of  insufficient  proof  against 
them.  Left  Pamunkey  the  sixth  instant,  at 
eight  A.  M.,  and  arrived  in  Washington  at 
three  P.  M. 

The  cases  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Spaulding  and  Mr.  E. 
Lee  Spaulding  were  investigated  by  General 
Wadsworth.  The  former  was  pronounced  guilty 
of  having  violated  the  blockade,  fined  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  released ;  the  latter  was  pro- 
nounced innocent.  Mr.  C.  C.  Spauldiug  paid  the 
fine  with  great  willingness,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
considers  it  but  a  small  percentage  upon  the  thou- 
sands he  has  amassed  in  this  illegal  traffic.  This 
contraband  trade  can  be  followed  with  impunity 
anywhere  between  about  four  miles  below  Fort 
Washington  to  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac.  The 
blockade  cannot  be  effectual,  for  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  goods  are  monthly  smuggled 
into  Virginia.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  — 

1.  That  the  force  stationed  at  Chapel  Point,  on 
the  Potomac,  numbering  sixty  men,  be  increased 
to  several  hundred,  as  the  number  now  there  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  amount  of  labor  to  be 
performed. 

2.  That  this  force  be  so  disposed  as  to  patrol 
the   country  and   river   shore  daily,  from   Fort 
Washington  to  the  river  mouth. 

3.  That  the  commanding  officer  be  required  to 
forward  weekly  reports  of  captures,  &c.,  to  the 
Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

4.  That  all  boats  found  upon  the  river,  not  in 
government  service,  be  seized  by  the  command- 
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ing  officer,  and  used  only  for  such  purposes  as  he 
may  deem  proper. 

5.  That  the  post  offices  be  inspected  frequent- 
ly ;  for,  although  I  found  nothing  treasonable 
about  them  .in  my  investigation,  still  I  have  no 
doubt  that  much  illegal  matter  passes  through 
them. 

From  the  information  I  could  glean  from  vari- 
ous sources  I  am  convinced  that  almost  every 
merchant  in  those  lower  counties  has,  to  some  ex- 
tent, either  been  directly  smuggling  goods  into 
Virginia,  or  has  sold  to  irresponsible  parties. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  indebted- 
ness to  Lieutenant  C.  Hartwell,  of  General  Banks's 
staff,  for  many  valuable  suggestions  during  this 
expedition,  as  also  to  Captain  Menken,  command- 
ing squadron  First  Ohio  cavalry,  for  his  prompt- 
ness in  the  execution  of  orders.  Two  days  of  the 
six  we  travelled  fifty  miles  a  day,  because  of  my 
anxiety  to  surprise  certain  parties.  Notwith- 
standing this,  not  a  complaint  was  heard  from  a 
single  man.  The  material  of  this  squadron  is  ex- 
cellent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  T.  DUNHAM, 

Captain  and  A.  D.  C. 
To  C.  McKEEVER, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 


Doc.  29. 

OPEEATIONS  AGAINST  THE    INDIANS. 
KEPOKT  OF  COLONEL  SIBLEY. 

HEADQUARTERS  IN  CAMP,     i 
NEAR  FORT  HIDGLEY,  September  8,  1862. ) 

Adjutant- General  Malmros: 

SIR:  I  received  despatches  from  officers  at 
New  Him,  Winnebago  Agency,  and  from  Colonel 
Flandreau  at  South  Bend,  last  evening,  represent- 
ing everything  to  be  quiet  in  that  quarter.  On 
the  sixth,  I  despatched  Captain  McLarty's  com- 
pany, of  the  Seventh  regiment,  to  New  Ulm,  at 
the  earnest  request  of  the  people  there  and  in  the 
vicinity,  who  represented  that  the  settlers  had 
been  seized  with  a  fresh  panic,  and  would  leave 
unless  more  troqps  were  sent. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  prisoners,  by  inducing  Little 
Crow  to  send  me  some  half-breed  with  whom  I 
could  communicate  on  the  subject,  I  left  a  com- 
munication for  him  attached  to  a  stake,  near  the 
spot  where  I  interred  our  men  killed  in  the  at- 
tack upon  Major  Brown's  camp,  couched  in  these 
terms  : 

"  If  Little  Crow  has  any  propositions  to  make 
to  me,  let  him  send  a  half-breed  to  me,  and  he 
shall  be  protected  in  and  out  of  my  camp. 

"  H.  H.  SIBLEY, 

"  Colonel,  commanding  Military  Expedition. 'r 

Last  evening,  a  mule  and  buggy  carne  into 
view  from  the  camp.  I  immediately  despatched 
the  officer  of  the  day  to  escort  the  occupant  or 
occupants  in  safety  to  my  tent,  a  white  flag  hav- 


ing been  conspicuously  displayed  from  the  vehi- 
cle. He  returned,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Rob- 
ertson, son  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Farming, 
and  teacher  among  the  Sioux,  (one-eighth  blood), 
and  Thomas  Robinson,  a  half-breed,  son  of  a 
quondam  trader  of  that  name.  They  brought  me 
a  response  to  my  note  to  Little  Crow,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  verbatim  copy  : 

"  YELLOW  MEDICINE,  September  7, 1862. 
"  DEAR  SIR  :  for  what  reason  we  have  com- 
menced this  war,  I  will  tell  you,  it  is  on  account 
of  Major  Galbraith,  we  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Government,  a  beg  for  what  little  we  do  get,  and 
then  can't  get  it  till  our  children  was  dieing  with 
hunger  it  was  with  the  traders  that  commence 
Mr.  A.  J.  Myrick  told  the  Indians  they  could  eat 
grass  or  their  own  dung.  Then  Mr.  Forbes  told 
the  lower  Sioux  that  were  not  men  then  Robert 
he  was  .making  with  his  friends  how  to  defraud 
us  of  our  money,  if  the  young  braves  have  push 
the  white  man  I  have  done  this  myself.  So  I 
want  you  to  let  the  Goveinar  Ramesy  know  this. 
I  have  great  many  prisneer  women  and  childun  it 
aint  all  our  fault  the  Winuebagoes  was  in  the 
engagement,  two  of  them  was  killed.  I  want  you 
to  give  me  answer  by  barer  all  at  present. 
"  Yours  truly  his 

"  LITTLE  -f-  CROW, 

"  mark  " 

Addressed  to  "  Governor  H.  H.  Sibley,  Esq., 
Fort  Ridgley." 

I  have  questioned  the  two  men  v*ry  closely  with 
reference  to  the  prisoners,  their  number  and  condi- 
tion, the  location  of  the  Indian  camp,  the  intention 
of  the  leaders,  and  state  concisely  the  substance  of 
their  replies.  They  say  the  white  women  and  chil- 
dren number  one  hundred  or  more ;  that  no  violence 
has  been  offered  the  former  ;  that  they  are  as  well 
taken  care  of  by  the  farmer  Indians  as  circum- 
stances will  permit;  that  they  are  allowed  full 
liberty  during  the  day,  but  are  quartered  at 
night ;  that  only  one  half-breed,  L.  Labathe,  was 
killed,  and  he  would  not  have  been  had  he  not 
resisted.  The  other  half-breeds  are  kept  as  pris- 
oners, although  unguarded.  It  is  announced  to 
them  that,  if  they  attempt  to  escape,  they  and 
their  families  will  be  killed.  They  have,  in  many 
instances,  been  forced  to  participate  in  the  fights 
that  have  occurred,  under  penalty  of  being  killed. 

They  say  many  of  the  Sioux,  indeed  all  of  the 
lower  bands,  were  in  favor  of  giving  up  the  white 
prisoners,  but  the  upper  Indians  object,  which 
brought  on  a  general  wrangle  between  them. 

To-day  I  send  back  the  bearer  of  the  truce  flag, 
with  a  note  in  these  words : 

"LITTLE  CROW:  You  have  murdered  many 
of  our  people  without  any  sufficient  cause.  Re- 
turn me  the  prisoners  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  I 
will  talk  to  you  like  a  man. 

"  H.  H.  SIBLEY, 

"  Colonel,  commanding  Military  Expedition." 

I  ain  very  anxious  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
many  prisoners  before  attacking  the  camp,  as 
they  will  doubtless  be  placed  in  the  most  exposed 
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situations.  The  number  of  fighting  men  in  the 
lower  bands  is  five  hundred  and  seventeen,  ac- 
cording to  actual  enumeration;  of  Wahpetons, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that  they  have 
been  reenforced  by  six  hundred  men  from  the 
Yankton  and  Sissiton  bands,  and  that  the  Ehank- 
tons,  or  Cut  Heads,  will  be  down  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  from  their  hunt. 

We  have,  therefore,  to  meet,  according  to  Mr. 
Riggs,  and  other  competent  authority,  twenty- 
seven  hundred  or  twenty-eight  hundred  men,  and 
I  have,  from  the  beginning,  believed  and  acted 
from  the  conviction,  that  the  lower  bands  would 
not  attempt  to  escape,  but  would  make  a  deter- 
mined stand.  Their  main  camp  is  at  Yellow 
Medicine,  and  it  is  said  by  the  Robinsons,  that 
the  upper  Sioux  have  refused  to  allow  them  to  go 
to  their  country,  but  tell  them  they  must  fight 
where  they  are. 

From  what  I  can  gather,  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  will  make  a  desperate  fight,  and  that  we 
must  expect  night  attacks,  ambuscades,  and  ev- 
ery species  of  annoyance  in  our  advance.  In 
view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  results  of  the 
movements  of  this  column,  and  the  fact  that  I 
am  without  any  disposable  force  of  mounted  men, 
(there  are  not  more  than  sixty  or  seventy  left,)  I 
must  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  cav- 
alry, fully  armed  and  equipped,  to  the  number  of 
at  least  one  regiment,  and  the  infantry  force  in- 
crease4  to  two  thousand  men.  This  expedition, 
if  properly  supplied  with  men  and  materials,  can 
crush  this  emeute  at  a  blow,  and  wipe  out  the 
murderers,  buf  should  it  meet  with  a  repulse,  or 
take  the  field  against  a  vigilant  and  desperate 
enemy,  without  sufficient  support,  no  one  can 
foresee  the  horrible  results. 

The  scouts,  as  well  as  the  bearers  of  the  flag 
of  truce,  assert  that  all  outlying  parties  have  been 
called  in,  in  view  of  the  menacing  position  of  this 
corps,  and  the  latter  further  state  that  the  party 
that  attacked  Major  Brown's  camp  consisted  of 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  men,  who  left  the 
Yellow  Medicine  with  the  intention  of  separating 
into  two  columns  at  this  point,  and  simultane- 
ously attacking  St.  Peter  and  Mankato,.  and  they 
had  no  idea  of  the  force  which  met  and  repulsed 
them  in  the  neighborhood. 

I  hope  the  Third  regiment  will  be  ordered  to 
join  this  column  at  once,  and  that  men,  and  car- 
tridges, and  rations,  and  clothing  will  be  passed 
forward  with  all  expedition.  Let  us  exterminate 
these  vermin  while  we  have  them  together.  I 
will  report  to  you  in  my  next  the  amount  and 
description  of  ammunition  on  hand,  and  what  is 
still  wanted.  In  accordance  with  your  sugges- 
tion, I  have  sent  to  New  Ulm  eighty-three  mus- 
kets, of  different  kinds,  and  twenty-eight  hundred 
cartridges,  which  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
sheriff'  of  the  county  for  arming  the  settlers. 

I  learn  from  Colonel  Flandreau  that  he  would 
leave  for  St.  Paul  to  hurry  up  reinforcements 
and  supplies  for  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
While  I  concur  in  his  report  of  the  necessity  of 
adding  to  his  strength,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget 
that,  in  all  probability,  this  corps  must  meet  the 


main  attack,  and  that  the  Third  regiment,  beinpr 
disciplined,  is  indispensable  as  a  nucleus  and  an 
example  to  the  entirely  raw  officers  and  incu 
comprising  the  large  majority  of  the  Sixth  and 
Seventh  regiments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  SlBLEY, 
Colonel,  commanding. 


Doc.  30. 

GENERAL    BEAUREGARD'S   OFFICIAL 
REPORT 

OF    THE    EVACUATION    OF    CORINTH,    AND 
RETREAT    TO    TUPELO,   MISSISSIPPI. 

HEADQUARTERS  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT,  ) 
TUPELO,  Miss.,  June  13, 1862.     { 

GENERAL  :  In  relation  to  the  recent  military 
operations  in  this  quarter,  I  have  to  submit  the 
following  for  the  information  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment : 

The  purposes  and  ends  for  which  I  had  held 
and  occupied  Corinth  having  been  mainly  accom- 
plished by  the  last  of  May,  and  by  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  that  month  having  ascertained  definitely 
that  the  enemy  had  received  large  accessions  to 
his  already  superior  force,  whilst  ours  had  been 
reduced  day  by  day  by  disease,  resulting  from  bad 
water  and  inferior  food,  I  felt  it  clearly  my  duty 
to  evacuate  that  position  without  delay.  I  was 
further  induced  to  this  step  by  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  had  declined  my  offer  of  battle,  twice  made 
him,  outside  of  my  intrenched  lines,  and  sedulous- 
ly avoided  the  separation  of  his  corps,  which  he 
advanced  with  uncommon  caution,  under  cover 
of  heavy  guns,  strong  intrenchments,  constructed 
with  unusual  labor,  and  with  singular  delay,  con- 
sidering his  strength,  and  our  relative  inferiority 
in  numbers. 

The  transparent  object  of  the  Federal  com- 
mander had  been  to  cut  off  my  resources  by  de- 
stroying the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  and  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  railroads.  This  was  substantially 
foiled  by  the  evacuation  and  withdrawal  along  the 
line  of  the  former  road  ;  and,  if  followed  by  the 
enemy,  remote  from  his  base,  I  confidently  antici- 
pated opportunity  for  resumption  of  the  offensive, 
with  chances  for  signal  success. 

Under  these  plain  conditions,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  uit,  I  issued  verbally  several  orders,  copies 
of  which  are  herewith,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  par- 
tially modified  subsequently,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  papers,  &c.,  herewith,  marked  D,  E,  F,  and 
G.  These  orders  were  executed,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  with  singular  precision,  as  will  be  found  fully 
admitted  in  the  correspondence,  from  the  scene, 
of  the  Chicago  "  Tribune,"  herewith  transmitted. 

At  the  time  finally  prescribed,  the  movement 
commenced,  and  was  accomplished  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  enemy,  who  only  began  to  sus- 
pect the  evacuation  after  broad  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirtieth  May,  when,  having  open- 
ed on  our  lines  from  his  formidable  batteries  of 
heavy  and  long  range  guns,  erected  the  night 
previously,  he  received  no  answer  from  any  direc- 
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tion.  But  as  our  cavalry  pickets  still  maintained 
their  positions  of  the  previous  day,  he  was  not, 
apparent!)',  fully  satisfied  of  our  movements,  until 
some  stores,  of  little  value,  in  the  town  were  burned, 
which  could  not  be  removed. 

It  was  then,  to  his  surprise,  the  enemy  became 
satisfied  that  a  large  army,  approached  and  in- 
vested with  such  extraordinary  preparations,  ex- 
pense, labor,  and  timidity,  had  disappeared  from 
his  front,  with  all  its  munitions  and  heavy  guns, 
leaving  him  without  knowledge,  as  I  am  assured, 
whither  it  had  gone  ;  for  his  scouts  were  scattered 
in  all  directions,  as  I  have  since  ascertained,  to 
inquire  what  directions  our  forces  had  taken.  Even 
now,  indeed,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  Federal 
commander  has  little  knowledge  of  the  position 
and  disposition  of  my  main  forces. 

But  for  the  unfortunate  and  needless  delay,  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  of  some  five 
trains  of  box  cars,  (three  miscellaneously  freighted, 
and  two  empty,)  in  passing  beyond  the  bridges 
over  the  Hatchie  River  and  its  branches,  wrhich  in 
the  plan  of  evacuation  had  been  directed  to  be 
destroyed,  at  a  certain  hour,  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  ultimo,  not  an  incident  would  have 
marred,  in  the  least,  the  success  of  the  evacuation, 
in  the  face  of  a  force  so  largely  superior.  .  It  was, 
however,  through  a  too  rigid  execution  of  orders 
that  these  bridges  were  burned,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  destroy  the  trains,  as  far  as  practicable, 
and  burn  the  stores,  including  some  valuable  sub- 
sistence, to  what  extent  will  be  more  precisely 
reported  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  troops  moved  qff  in  good  spirits  and  order, 
prepared  to  give  battle,  if  pursued,  but  no  serious 
pursuit  was  attempted.  Remaining  in  rear  of  the 
Tuscumbia  and  its  affluents,  some  six  miles  from 
Corinth,  long  enough  to  collect  stragglers  incident 
to  new  levies,  my  main  forces  resumed  the  march, 
and  were  concentrated  on  Baldwin,  with  rear 
guards  left  to  hold  the  bridges  across  the  Tuscum- 
bia and  tributaries,  which  were  not  drawn  back 
until  the  evening  of  the  second  instant. 

Whilst  at  Rienzi,  half  way  to  Baldwin,  I  was 
informed  that  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult. 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  pene- 
trated to  Booneville,  eight  miles  south  of  Rienzi, 
and  had  captured  and  burned  a  railroad  train  of 
ammunition,  baggage,  and  subsistence,  delayed 
there  forty-eight  hours  by  some  mismanagement. 
I  regret  to  add  that  the  enemy  also  burned  the 
railroad  depot,  in  which  were,  at  the  moment,  a 
number  of  dead  bodies,  and  at  least  four  sick 
soldiers  of  this  army,  who  were  consumed  ;  an  act 
of  barbarism  scarcely  credible,  and  without  a  pre- 
cedent, to  my  knowledge,  in  civilized  warfare. 

Upon  the  opportune  appearance  in  a  short  time, 
however,  of  an  inferior  force  of  cavalry,  the  enemy 
left  in  great  haste  and  confusion,  after  having  re- 
ceived one  volley.  Only  one  of  our  men  was 
carried  away  by  him.  Quite  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  stragglers,  and  of  our  sick  and  convales- 
cent, en  route  to  Southern  hospitals,  who  for  a  few 
moments  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  were 
rescued.  These  are  the  two  thousand  men,  un- 
truthfully reported  by  Generals  Pope  and  Halleck 


to  their  War  Department,  as  "  captured  and 
paroled  "  on  that  occasion. 

I  desire  to  record  that  one  Colonel  Elliott,  of 
the  Federal  army,  commanded  in  this  raid,  and  is 
responsible  for  the  cruel  death  of  our  sick. 

As  for  the  ten  thousand  stand  of  small  arms, 
also  reported  by  these  officers  as  destroyed,  the 
truth  is,  that  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  five 
hundred,  mostly  inferior  muskets,  were  lost  on 
that  occasion. 

I  had  intimations  of  this  expedition  the  day 
before  the  evacuation,  and  had  detached  imme- 
diately suitable  commands  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
to  foil  its  purposes,  and  to  protect  the  bridges  on 
the  line  of  my  march.  Unfortunately  the  infantry 
passed  through  and  south  of  Booneviile  but  a 
little  while  before  the  enemy  made  his  descent ; 
the  cavalry,  as  before  said,  reached  there  in  time 
only  to  rescue  our  men  who  had  been  captured. 

Equally  inaccurate,  reckless,  and  unworthy  are 
the  statements  of  these  Federal  commanders,  in 
their  several  official  reports  by  telegraph,  bearing 
dates  of  the  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  of  May,  and 
of  first,  second,  and  fourth  of  June,  as  published 
in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  journals,  touching  the 
amount  of  property  and  stores  destroyed  by  us  at 
Corinth,  and  General  Pope's  alleged  pressing 
pursuit. 

Major-General  Halleck's  despatch  of  fourth 
June  may  particularly  be  characterized  as  dis- 
gracefully untrue  ;  possibly,  however,  he  was  duped 
by  his  subordinate.  Nothing,  for  example,  can 
be  wider  from  the  truth  than  that  ten  thousand 
men  and  fifteen  thousand  small  arms  of  this 
army  were  captured  or  lost.  In  addition  to  those 
destroyed  at  Booneville,  some  five  hundred  infe- 
rior small  arms  were  accidentally  left  by  convales- 
cents in  a  camp  four  miles  south  of  Corinth. 

No  artillery  of  any  description  was  lost ;  no 
clothing.  No  tents  worth  removal  were  left 
standing.  In  fine,  the  letters  of  newspaper  cor- 
respondents, enclosed,  give  a  correct  statement, 
both  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  retreat,  the  scanty 
spoils  of  war  left  behind,  the  actual  barrenness 
of  substantial  results  to  the  enemy,  and  exhibit 
his  doubt,  perplexity,  and  ignorance  concerning 
the  movements  of  this  army. 

Baldwin  was  found  to  offer  no  advantages  of  a 
defensive  character,  and  being  badly  provided  with 
water,  I  determined  to  fall  back  upon  this  point, 
some  twenty  miles  south,  fifty-two  miles  from 
Corinth,  and  here  to  await  the  developments  of 
the  enemy's  plans  and  movements. 

Accordingly,  leaving  Baldwin  on  the  seventh, 
(see  papers  appended,  marked  H,)  the  main  body 
of  my  forces  was  assembled  here  on  the  ninth 
instant,  leaving  all  the  approaches  from  Corinth 
carefully  guarded  by  a  competent  force  of  cavalry 
under  an  efficient  officer,  who  occupied  a  line 
fifteen  miles  north  of  this  place. 

Supported  by  my  general  officers,  I  am  doing 
all  practicable  to  organize  for  defensive  opera- 
tions, whensoever  any  movement  of  the  enemy 
may  give  the  opportunity,  which  I  anticipate  as 
not  remote. 

I  feel  authorized  to  say,  by  the  evacuation,  the 
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plan  of  campaign  of  the  enemy  was  utterly  foiled, 
his  delay  of  seven  weeks,  and  vast  expenditures, 
were  of  little  value,  and  he  has  reached  Corinth 
to  find  it  a  barren  locality,  which  he  must  abandon 
as  wholly  worthless  for  his  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

To  General  SAMUEL  COOPER, 

Adjutant-General  and  Inspector-General,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Va. 

P.  S.  —  My  effective  force  on  the  morning  of 
the  evacuation,  thirtieth  May,  1862,  did  not  ex- 
ceed forty-seven  thousand  men  of  all  arms ;  that 
of  the  enemy,  obtained  from  the  best  source  of 
information,  could  not  have  been  less  than  ninety 
thousand  men  of  all  arms. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

(A.)    Strictly  Confidential. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  W.  D., ) 
CORINTH,  Miss.,  May  26, 1S62.      J 

Special  Orders,  No.  30. 

I.  Captain    Mauldin,    commanding    company 
cavalry  at  Bear  Creek  bridge,  will  hold  his  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice 
towards  Baldwin  or  Guntown  on  the  M.  and  O. 
R.  R.     He  will,  when  orders  to  remove  are  re- 
ceived, thoroughly  destroy  all  bridges,  both  of 
railroads  and  ordinary  roads,  on  Bear  Creek  and 
its  tributaries,  and  all  bridges  on  his  line  of  march. 
Should  the  enemy  force  him  to  fall  back,  before 
orders  to  do  so  have  been  received,  he  will  burn 
all  bridges  as  above  instructed. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  on 
and  near  the  Tennessee  River,  will,  if  compelled 
by  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  move  in  the  direction 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  or  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  cavalry,  at  or 
near  Rienzi,  will  follow  the  movements  of  the 
army  when  they  pass  Rienzi,  with  his  entire  force. 

IV.  The  commanding   officer   of   the   cavalry 
forces  at  or  near  Jacinto  will  report  at  once,  in 
person  to  General  Van  Dorn,  for  orders,  and  will, 
until  further  orders,  receive  all  of  his  orders  from 
General  Van  Dorn. 

V.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at 
Chewalla  and  Cypress  will  hold  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  on  short  notice,  by  the  most 
direct  route,   to  Kossuth.      When  commencing 
this  movement,  they  will  thoroughly  destroy  the 
Cypress  bridge,  and  all  the  railroad  and  mud  road 
bridges  in  their  rear,  and  all  bridges  that  might 
be  of  service  to  the  enemy ;  they  will  take  their 
artillery  with  them,  and    on  reaching  Kossuth, 
will  follow  up  the  general  movement  of  the  army 
and  protect  its  rear. 

VI.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  at 
Pocuhontas  will  hold  his  command  in  readiness 
to  move    on  short  notice  to  Itipley.     On  com- 
mencing the  move,  he  will  destroy  all  the  railroad 
and  mud  road  bridges  in  his  rear,  and  all  other 
bridges  that  may  be  of  service  to  the  enemy  will 
be  destroyed.     He  will  take  all  of  his  artillery 


with  him,  and  move  from  Ripley  to  Pontotoc,  and 
will  protect  the  rear  of  the  forces  moving  in  that 
direction. 

When  at  Ripley,  he  will  communicate  with 
general  headquarters  at  Baldwin,  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  W.  N.  R.  BEALL. 
BEALL  HAMPSTEAD, 

Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

(B.)      MEMORANDUM    OF    ORDERS. 

HEADQUARTERS  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT,  ) 
CORINTH,  Miss.,  May  27,  1802.     \ 

THE  following  memorandum  is  furnished  to 
General  Bragg,  for  the  intended  movement  of 
his  army  from  this  place  to  Baldwin,  at  the  time 
hereinafter  indicated : 

1.  Hardee's  corps  will  move  on  the  direct  road 
from  his  position  to  Danville,  by  Cleburn's  camp, 
which  lies  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  part  of  the  way,  thence  to  Rienzi  and  to 
Baldwin. 

2.  Bragg's  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  Kossuth, 
until  it  reaches  the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia, 
thence  by  the  Rienzi  and  Black  Land  road  to 
Carrollsville  and  Baldwin. 

3.  Breckinridge's  corps,  (or  reserve,)  via  the 
turnpike  to  Kossuth,  thence  to  Black  Land,  Car- 
rollsville, and  Baldwin. 

4.  Polk's  corps,  via  the  turnpike  to  Kossuth, 
thence  by  the  Western  road  to  Black  Land,  Car- 
rollsville, and  Baldwin. 

5.  The  baggage  train  of  these  corps  must  leave 
their   position   at   twelve  M.,   precisely,    on   the 
twenty-eighth  instant,  ano^  stop  for  the  night  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  on  the   best 
available  ground.     The  provision  trains  will  fol- 
low the  baggage  trains. 

6.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brigades,    and   moved   in   rear  of  the  provision 
trains  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  where 
they  will  await  further  orders.    All  of  these  trains 
are  to  be  accompanied  by  one  pioneer  company 
and  two  infantry  companies,  properly  distributed 
per  brigade.     The  brigade  and  regimental  quar- 
termaster must   accompany  and   be  responsible 
for  their  trains. 

7.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  $heir  point  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  first-men- 
tioned stopping-place. 

8.  As  it  may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will  take  their  position  in 
the  trenches,  as  soon  as  practicable,  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains.     One 
brigade  per  corps  will  be  put  in  line  of  battle,  in 
the  best  position  for  the  offensive,  in  front  of  the 
trenches.     The   reserve  will  remain   in   position 
as  already  indicated  to  its  General  commanding. 
These  troops  will  all  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant, 
if  not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their 
line  of  march  to  Baldwin  by  the  routes  indicated 
in  Article  I.,  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry 
pickets  in  front  of  their  lines  to  guard  and  pro- 
tect  this  retrograde  movement.     These  pickets 
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will  remain  in  position  until  recalled  by  the  chief 
of  cavalry,  \vho  will  remain  in  Corinth  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  the  retrograde  movement  of 
cavalry,  when  each  regiment  must  follow  the 
route  taken  by  the  corps  to  which  it  shall  have 
been  temporarily  assigned,  for  the  protection  of 
its  rear  and  flanks. 

9.  Under  no  circumstances  will  these  cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
line,  (unless    compelled    by  overpowering   num- 
bers,) until  the  rear  of  the  columns  of  the  Army  of 
the  Mississippi  shall  have  crossed  the  Tuscumbia ; 
when  the  General  commanding  each   corps  will 
communicate  that  fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for 
his  information  and  guidance. 

10.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 
and,  when  retiring,  they  will  destroy  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  their  rear,  as  far  as  practicable : 
and  after   having   crossed   the  Tuscumbia,  they 
will   guard  the  crossings  until    recalled    by  the 
General  commanding. 

11.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble, one   regiment   to   report   to   Major-General 
Polk,  one  to  Major-General  Hardee,  one  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  and  one  to  Major-General  Van  Dorn, 
independently  of  the  regiment   now  at  Jacinto, 
already  ordered  to  report  to  the  latter  officer. 

12.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched   line,    a   sufficient   number   of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  at  "  re- 
veille "  at  the  usual  hour ;  after  which  they  can 
rejoin  their  commands. 

13.  The  commanding  officer  of  corps  of  the 
army  of  the  Mississippi  will  leave,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tuscumbia,  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  guard  the  four  cross- 
ings of  that  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the 
bridges,  and  obstruct  the  roads,  after  the  passage 
of  the  cavalry. 

14.  On  arriving  at  Baldwin,  the  best  defensive 
position  will  be  taken  by  the  army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, due  regard  being  had  to  a  proper  and  suffi- 
cient supply  of  wood  and  water  for  the  troops 
and  horses  of  the  different  commands. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

(c.)  MEMORANDUM;  OF  MOVEMENTS  ON  BALD- 
WIN FOR  GENERAL  VAN    DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT,  ) 
CORINTH,  Miss.,  May  27,  18(52.      \ 

1.  THE  baggage  trains  of  his  army  must  leave 
their  position  at  daybreak  on  the  twenty-eighth 
instant,  by  the  road  on  the  east  of  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  stop  temporarily  at  about 
six  miles  from  his  headquarters,  but  with  secret 
orders  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  to  con- 
tinue rapidly  on  the  direct  road  to  the  vicinity 
of  Baldwin.     The  provision  trains  will  follow  the 
baggage  trains. 

2.  The  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains  must 
be  parked  at  the  most  convenient  point  to  their 
brigades,  or  near  the  general  headquarters,  where 
they  will  remain  until  the  troops  shall  have  been 
moved  to  the  front  to  take  up  their  line  of  battle, 


when  these  trains  will  be  ordered  to  follow  the 
provision  trains. 

All  of  these  trains  must  be  accompanied  by  one 
pioneer  company  and  two  infantry  companies 
(properly  distributed)  per  brigade.  The  brigade 
and  regimental  quartermasters  must  accompany, 
and  be  responsible  for  their  trains. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  baggage  trains 
will  receive  sealed  orders  as  to  their  point  of  des- 
tination, which  they  will  open  at  the  already 
mentioned  stopping-place. 

3.  As  it   may  become  necessary  to  take  the 
offensive,  the  troops  will   take  their  position  in 
line  of  battle  as  soon  as  practicable  after  dispos- 
ing of  their  baggage  in  the  wagon  trains. 

These  troops  will  bivouac  in  position,  and  at 
three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  instant,  if 
not  attacked  by  the  enemy,  will  take  up  their  line 
of  march  to  Baldwin,  by  the  route  indicated,  (Arti- 
cle I.,)  leaving  properly  distributed  cavalry  pick- 
ets in  front  of  their  lines,  to  guard  and  protect 
this  retrograde  movement. 

These  pickets  shall  remain  in  position  until  re- 
called by  the  chief  of  cavalry,  who  will  remain  in 
Corinth  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  retro- 
grade movement  of  the  cavalry,  when  each  regi- 
ment will  follow  the  route  taken  by  the  corps  to 
which  it  shall  have  been  temporarily  assigned, 
for  the  protection  of  its  rear  and  flanks. 

4.  Under  no   circumstances  will   the   cavalry 
regiments  abandon  their  position  in  front  of  the 
lines,  (unless  compelled  by  overpowering   num- 
bers,) until  the  rear  of  the  column  of  the  Army  of 
the  West  shall  have  crossed  Clear  Creek,  when 
the  Generals  commanding  shall  communicate  the 
fact  to  the  chief  of  cavalry,  for  his  information 
and  guidance. 

5.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  continue  the  usual 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  lines, 
and,  when  retiring,  will  destroy,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  roads  and  bridges  in  their  rear,  and, 
after  having  crossed  Clear  Creek,  they  will  guard 
the  crossing  until  recalled  by  the  General  com- 
manding. 

6.  The  chief  of  cavalry  will  order,  if  practica- 
ble,   one   regiment  to   report   to   Major-General 
Polk  and  one  to  Major-General  Hardee,  one  to 
General  Bragg  and  one  to  Major-General  Van 
Dorn,  independently  of  the  regiment  now  at  Ja- 
cinto,  already  ordered   to   report  to   the   latter 
officer. 

7.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  from  the 
intrenched   lines,   a   sufficient  number  of  drums 
from  each  brigade  must  be  left  to  beat  "reveille" 
at  the  usual  hour,  after  which  they  can  join  their 
commands. 

8.  The  commanding  officer  of.  the  Army  of  the 
West  will  leave,  if  necessary,  on  the  south  side 
of  Clear  Creek,  about  five  hundred  infantry  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  defend  the  crossing  of 
said  stream,  and  to  effectually  destroy  the  bridges 
and  obstruct  the  road  after  the  passage  of  the 
cavalry. 

9.  On  arriving  in.  the  vicinity  of  Guntown,  the 
best  defensive  position  will  be  taken  in  rear  of 
Twenty-mile  Creek,  due  regard  being  had  to  a 
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proper  and  sufficient 
for  the  troops. 


of  wood   and  water 
T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 


(D.)    Confidential. 

CORINTH,  May  28, 1862. 

To  General  B.  Bragg,  commanding  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  Corinth : 

GENERAL  :  Considering  that  we  have  yet  still 
so  much  to  be  removed  from  this  place,  I  have 
decided  that  the  retrograde  movement  shall  not 
take  place  until- the  thirtieth  instant,  at  the  hours 
appointed,  instead  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

You  will  please  issue  all  necesaary  orders  to 
that  effect  to  the  forces  under  your  command. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  stop  at  once  the  am- 
munition and  provision  trains  at  convenient  points 
to  this  place.  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding1. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

CORINTH,  May  28, 1862. 
(E.)    To  Major-General  E.  Van  Dorn,  Danville 

Road : 

GENERAL  :  I  approve  of  your  request  to  leave 
at  twelve  h  (not  eleven)  to-night,  if  it  be  clear. 
Send  artillery  at  sundown  two  miles  back,  so  as 
to  be  beyond  reach  of  sound  to  the  enemy.  Be 
careful,  however,  not  to  send  it  too  far. 

As  Bragg's  rear  guard  will  not  leave  until  three 
h,  A.  M.,  yours  ought  not  to  leave  before  2£ 
h,  for  Hardee's  left  would  then  be  uncovered 
whilst  moving  in  rear  of  your  present  position 
and  before  crossing  the  railroad. 

Hardee  wfll  destroy  the  bridges  (dirt  and  rail- 
road) on  Tuscumbia,  provided  he  is  guarding 
them.  But  have  the  matter  clearly  understood 
with  him,  so  as  to  admit  of  no  error.  I  referred 
in  my  note  to  the  small  bridge  on  Clear  Creek, 
one  which  you  must  pass. 

You  must,  of  course,  have  out  as  few  details  as 
possible.  You  must  be  the  sole  judge  of  that. 

The  telegraph  operator  must  remain  at  his  post 
as  long  as  possible,  say  until  your  main  forces 
move  to  the  rear,  for  at  any  moment  we  may  be 
called  upon  to  move  forward. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  sham  balloon.  I  hope 
it  is  so,  for  I  fear  that  more  than  their  artillery  at 
this  moment. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

P.  S.  —  You  must  not  forget  to  obstruct  thor- 
oughly the  road  across  Clear  Creek,  near  General 
Jones's  lines.  You  or  Hardee  must  keep  a  strong 
guard  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  at 
the  Clear  Creek  railroad  bridge,  until  the  last  cars 
shall  have  left  the  depot  here.  Please  arrange 
this  matter  distinctly  with  him. 

Would  it  not  be  prudent  to  send  one  regiment, 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry  to  protect 
your  train  ? 

I  think  I  would  keep  Price  back  in  best  position 


to  move  either  to  the  rear  to  protect  the  train,  if 
necessary,  or  to  the  front,  in  case  of  battle. 

GEORGE  W.  BRENT, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

CORINTH,  May  25, 1862. 
(F.)    General  B.  Bragg,  Corinth : 

GENERAL  :  From  information  received,  Gun- 
town,  four  miles  and  a  half  below  Baldwin,  is 
considered  a  better  position  for  the  defensive  ; 
hence  we  will  go  there.  Please  give  the  necessary 
orders. 

Small  details  must  be  kept  in  or  about  old 
camps,  to  keep  up  usual  fires,  on  account  of  bal- 
loon, with  orders  to  join  their  commands  at  ten 
hour,  on  the  march  to  the  rear,  or  in  front,  in  pase 
of  battle. 

Not  too  many  fires  must  be  kept  on  the  lines 
to-night,  so  as  not  to  reveal  too  clearly  our 
position.  A  brigade  (the  best  one)  from  each 
corps  will  be  selected  to  guard  and  bring  up  the 
rear  of  each  column,  to  move  off  about  two  hours 
after  the  rest  of  the  column,  and  from  which  a 
small  detail  will  be  left  at  each  bridge  to  destroy 
it  after  passage  of  cavalry.  Detail  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  importance  of  bridge. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  for  the  main  forces 
to  start  at  the  one  h,  and  the  rear  guards  at  three 
h  A.  M.  ? 

No  rockets  must  be  fired  to-night. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT,  ) 
CORINTH,  May,  1862.     \ 

(G.)    To  General  B.  Bragg  and  Major- Generals 
E.  Van  Dorn,  L.  Polk,   W.  J.  Hardee,  J.  0. 
Breckinridge  : 
GENERALS  :  The  following  modifications  have 

been  made  in  the  order  relative  to  the  retrograde 

movement  from  this  place  : 

1.  At  sundown  the   light  batteries  must  be 
sent  to  about  one  mile  from  the  intrenched  lines, 
in  order  to  avoid  communicating  to  the  enemy 
any  information  of  the  movement.     These  bat- 
teries must  be  so  placed  outside  of  the  road  as  to 
follow  their  brigades  at  night  without  any  diffi- 
culty. 

2.  At  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  heavy  batteries 
of  the  lines  must  be  removed,   without  noise,  to 
the  cars,  and  sent  to  the  Central  depot. 

3.  At  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  retrograde  move- 
ment of  the  forces  is  to  commence,  as  already  in- 
structed. 

4.  At  twelve  o'clock  P.  M.,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
possible,  the  rear  guard  is  to  follow  the  movement. 

5.  As  soon   as   the  Army  of  the   Mississippi 
shall  have  got  beyond  the   Tuscumbia,  and  the 
Army  of  the  West  beyond  Ridge  Creek,  General 
Beall,  at  Corinth,  (chief  of  cavalry,)  shall  be  in- 
formed of  the  facts,  and  the  position  in  the  rear 
of  said  stream  shall  be  held  until  the  train  shall 
be  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy. 

6.  Camp-fires   must  be   kept   up  all   night  by 
the  troops  in  position,  and  then  by  the  cavalry. 
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7.  Three  signal   rockets  shall  be  sent  up  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  by  the  cavalry  pickets 
of  Generals  Van  Dorn,  Bragg,  and  Polk. 

8.  All  Artesian  and  other  wells  must   be   de- 
stroyed this  evening,  by  a  detachment  from  each 
brigade.     All  Artesian  well  machinery  must  be 
sent,  forthwith,  to  the  depot  for  transportation  to 
Saltillo. 

9.  Whenever  the  railroad  engine  shall  whistle 
through  the  night,  near  the  intrenched  line,  the 
troops  in  the  vicinity  shall  cheer  repeatedly,  as 
though  reinforcements  had  been  received. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

GEO.  WM.  BRENT, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 

(H.)  MEMORANDUM  OF   ORDERS. 

HEADQUARTERS  WESTERN  DEPARTMENT,  ) 
BALDWIN,  June  6,  1862,  5  h.  p.  M.     J 

I.  General  Van  Dorn's  army  will  start  at  three 
h.  A.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  on  its  way  to 
Tupelo,  via  the  road  from  Baldwin  to  Priceville. 
It  will  halt  for  the  night  at  Sand  Creek,  a  distance 
of  about  (17)  seventeen  miles  from  Baldwin.     It 
will  resume  the  line  of  march  the  next  morning 
at  three  h.  A.  M.,  and  will  take  position,  for  the 
present,  at  Priceville,  leaving  a  brigade  at   the 
cross  of  the  road,  with  the  Ripley  and  the  Cotton 
Gin  road,  near  Smith  or  Brooks's  house,  and  a 
cavalry  force   at  or  about  the   steam   saw-mill. 
One  brigade  will  be  sent  to  Morrisville  or  vicinity, 
and  a  force  of  cavalry  to  guard  the  (20)  mile 
creek  ferry,  on   the   road  from  Fulton,  with    a 
strong  picket  at  the  latter  place.     The  cavalry 
regiment  at  Marietta  will  not  leave  that  position 
until  the  eighth  instant,  at  four  A.  M. 

II.  General  Hardee's  corps  will  start  for  Tupelo, 
at  four  h.  P.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  via  the 
same  road  as  General  Van  Dorn's  army,  stopping 
for  the  night  at  a  creek,  about  nine  miles  from  its 
present  position.     He  will  send  at  four  h.  A.  M., 
on  that  day,  one  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, to  the  cross-road  with  the  Natchez  rail- 
road, to  guard  the  Twenty-mile  creek  crossing. 

His  corps  will  resume  its  line  of  march  at  four 
h.  A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant,  and  will  get  to 
Tupelo  that  night  if  practicable.  His  rear  guard 
of  cavalry  will  remain  in  its  present  position 
until  twelve  P.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and 
afterwards  in  the  vicinity  of  Baldwin  (guarding 
the  rear  of  Hardee's  corps)  until  about  four  h. 
A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant. 

III.  General  Breckinridge's   corps   of  reserve 
will  leave  for  Tupelo,  via  Carrollsville  and  Birming- 
ham, at  three  h.  A.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant, 
stopping  for  the  night  at  Yanoby  Creek,  a  few 
miles  beyond  the  latter  town,  and  will  resume  its 
line  of  march  at  three  h.  A.  M.,  on  the  eighth 
instant. 

IV.  General  Bragg's  corps  will  leave  by  the 
same  road  as  General  Breckinridge's,  (passing  to  the 
westward  of  Carrollsville,)  at  two  h.  P.  M.,  on  the 
seventh  instant,  stopping  for  the  night  at  or  near 
Birmingham ;  leaving  there  at  three  h.  A.  M.,  for 
Tupelo. 


His  cavalry  will  follow  on  the  same  road,  the 
movement  from  where  it  is  now  posted,  at  two  h. 
A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant.  The  regiment  at 
Ripley  will  move  on  the  road  from  that  place  to 
Tupelo,  and  all  said  cavalry  will  be  posted  as  al- 
ready indicated  to  General  B.  on  the  map. 

V.  General  Folk's  corps  will  conform  its  move- 
ments to  that  of  General  Bragg,  starting  at  two  h. 
P.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant,  on  the  direct  road  to 
Saltillo,  west  of  the  railroad,  halting  at  that  place 
until  further   orders.     His    cavalry   will   remain 
where  at  present  posted,  and  will  follow  his  move- 
ments along  the  same  road,  (guarding  his  rear,)  at 
three  h.  A.  M.,  on  the  eighth  instant. 

VI.  All  infantry  outposts  should  be  recalled  in 
time  to  join  their  command. 

VII.  All  finger  boards  and  mile  posts  should  be 
taken  down  by  the  cavalry  of  the  rear  guards. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

A.  A.  General. 


Doc.  31. 

BATTLE  OF  CHANCELLORSVILLE. 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  E.  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  ) 
September  21, 1863.     J 

General  8.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- Gen- 
eral, C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
the  army  remained  encamped  *>n  the  south  side 
of  the  Rappahannock  until  the  latter  part  of  April. 
The  Federal  army  occupied  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  extending  to  the 
Potomac.  Two  brigades  of  Anderson's  division, 
those  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Posey,  were  sta- 
tioned near  the  United  States  Mine  or  Bark  Mill 
Ford;  and  a  third,  under  command  of  General 
Wilcox,  guarded  Banks's  Ford.  The  cavalry  was 
distributed  on  both  flanks  —  Fitzhugh  Lee's  bri- 
gade picketing  the  Rappahannock  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Rapidan,  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  near 
Port  Royal.  Hampton's  brigade  had  been  sent 
into  the  interior  to  recruit.  General  Longstreet, 
with  two  divisions  of  his  corps,  was  detached  for 
service  south  of  James  River,  in  February,  and 
did  not  rejoin  the  army  until  after  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville.  With  the  exception  of  the  en- 
gagement between  Fitz  Lee's  brigade, and  the  en- 
emy's cavalry  near  Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  March,  1863,  of  which  a  brief  report  has 
been  already  forwarded  to  the  Department,  noth- 
ing of  interest  transpired  during  this  period  of 
inactivity. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  April  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  concentrating 
on  the  upper  Rappahannock.  Their  efforts  to  estab- 
lish themselves  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were 
successfully  resisted  by  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  and  two 
regiments  of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's,  the  whole  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  Stuart.  About 
the  twenty-first,  small  bodies  of  infantry  appeared 
at  Kelley's  Ford  and  the  Rappahannock  Bridge, 
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and  almost  at  the  same  time  a  demonstration  was 
made  opposite  Port  Royal,  where  a  party  of  infan- 
try crossed  the  river  about  the  twenty-third.  These 
movements  were  evidently  intended  to  conceal 
the  designs  of  the  enemy ;  but,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  reports  of  scouts,  indicated  that  the 
Federal  army,  now  commanded  by  Major-General 
Hooker,  was  about  to  resume  active  operations. 
At  half-past  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  twenty-eighth 
of  April,  the  enemy  crossed  the  Rappahannock  in 
boats,  near  Fredericksburg,  and,  driving  off  the 
pickets  on  the  river,  proceeded  to  lay  down  a  pon- 
toon bridge,  a  short  distance  below' the  mouth  of 
Deep  Run.  Later  in  the  forenoon  another  bridge 
was  constructed  about  a  mile  below  the  first.  A 
considerable  force  crossed  on  these  bridges  during 
the  day,  and  was  massed  out  of  view  under  the 
high  banks  of  the  river.  The  bridges,  as  well  as 
the  troops,  were  effectually  protected  from  our 
artillery  by  the  depth  of  the  river's  bed  and  the 
narrowness  of  the  stream,  while  the  batteries  on 
the  opposite  heights  completely  commanded  the 
wide  plain  between  our  lines  and  the  river. 

As  in  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  it  was 
thought  best  to  select  positions  with  a  view  to  re- 
sist the  advance  of  the  enemy,  rather  than  incur 
the  heavy  loss  that  would  attend  any  attempt  to 
prevent  his  crossing.  Our  dispositions  were  ac- 
cordingly made  as  on  the  former  occasion.  No 
demonstration  was  made  opposite  any  other  point 
of  our  lines  at  Fredericksburg ;  and  the  strength 
of  the  force  that  had  crossed,  and  its  apparent 
indisposition  to  attack,  indicated  that  the  princi- 
pal effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  made  in  some 
other  quarter.  This  impression  was  confirmed  by 
intelligence  received  from  General  Stuart,  that  a 
large  body  of  infantry  and  artillery  was  passing  up 
the  river.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  twenty-ninth 
that  officer  reported  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
in  force  near  Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  preceding 
evening.  Later  in  the  day  he  announced  that  a 
heavy  column  was  moving  from  Kelley's  towards 
Germana  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan,  and  another  to- 
wards Ely's  Ford,  on  that  river.  The  routes  they 
were  pursuing,  after  crossing  the  Rapidan,  con- 
verge near  Chancellorsville,  whence  several  roads 
lead  to  the  rear  of  our  position  at  Fredericks- 
burg. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth,  General  An- 
derson was  directed  to  proceed  towards  Chancel- 
lorsville, and  dispose  Wright's  brigade  and  the 
troops  from  the  Bark  Mill  Ford  to  cover  these  roads. 
Arriving  at  Chancellorsville  about  midnight,  he 
found  the  commands  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Po- 
sey  already  there,  having  been  withdrawn  from 
the  Bark  Mill  Ford,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
guard.  Learning  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Rapidan,  and  were  approaching  in  strong  force, 
General  Anderson  retired  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  to  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
plank  roads,  near  Tabernacle  Church,  and  began 
to  intrench  himself.  The  enemy's  cavalry  skir- 
mished with  his  rear  guard  as  he  left  Chancellors- 
ville ;  but  being  vigorously  repulsed  by  Mahone's 
brigade,  offered  no  further  opposition  to  his 
march.  Mahone  was  placed  on  the  old  turnpike, 


Wright  and  Posey  on  the  plank  road.  In  the 
mean  time  General  Stuart  had  been  directed  to 
endeavor  to  impede  the  progress  of  the  column 
inarching  by  way  of  Germana  Ford.  Detaching 
W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  his  two  regiments,  the  Ninth 
and  Thirteenth  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  General  Stuart  crossed 
the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  Ford,  with  Fitz  Lee's 
brigade,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth.  Halt- 
ing to  give  his  men  a  few  hours'  repose,  he  or- 
dered Colonel  Owens,  with  the  Third  Virginia 
cavalry,  to  throw  himself  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
while  the  rest  of  the  brigade  attacked  his  right 
flank,  at  the  Wilderness  tavern,  between  Germa- 
na Ford  and  Chancellorsville.  By  this  means  the 
march  of  this  column  was  delayed  until  twelve  M., 
when,  learning  that  the  one  from  Ely's  Ford  had 
already  reached  Chancellorsville,  General  Stuart 
marched  by  Tocld's  tavern  towards  Spottsylvania 
Court-House,  to  put  himself  in  communication  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  Colonel  Owens 
fell  back  upon  General  Anderson. 

The  enemy  in  our  front,  near  Fredericksburg, 
continued  inactive,  and  it  was  now  apparent  that 
the  main  attack  would  be  made  upon  our  flank 
and  rear.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  leave 
sufficient  troops  to  hold  our  lines,  and  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army  to  give  battle  to  the  ap- 
proaching column.  Early's  division  of  Jackson's 
corps,  and  Barksdale's  brigade  of  McLaws's  divis- 
ion, with  part  of  the  reserve  artillery,  under  Gen- 
eral Pendleton,  were  intrusted  with  the  defence 
of  our  position  at  Fredericksburg,  and  at  mid- 
night, on  the  thirtieth,  General  McLaws  marched 
with  the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chancel- 
lorsville. General  Jackson  followed  at  dawn 
next  morning,  with  the  remaining  divisions  of  his 
corps.  He  reached  the  position  occupied  by 
General  Anderson  at  eight  A.  M.,  and  immediately 
began  preparations  to  advance.  At  eleven  A.  M., 
the  troops  moved  forward  upon  the  plank  and  old 
turnpike  roads,  Anderson,  with  the  brigades  of 
Wright  and  Posey,  leading  on  the  former ;  Mc- 
Laws, with  his  three  brigades,  preceded  by  Ma- 
hone's,  on  the  latter.  Generals  Wilcox  and 
Perry,  of  Anderson's  division,  cooperated  with 
McLaws ;  Jackson's  troops  followed  Anderson  on 
the  plank  road.  Colonel  Alexander's  battalion 
of  artillery  accompanied  the  advance.  The  ene- 
my was  soon  encountered  on  both  roads,  and 
heavy  skirmishing  with  infantry  and  artillery  en- 
sued, our  troops  pressing  steadily  forward.  A 
strong  attack  upon  General  McLaws  was  repulsed 
with  spirit  by  Semmes's  brigade ;  and  General 
Wright,  by  direction  of  General  Anderson,  di- 
j  verging  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  marched 
l  by  way  of  the  unfinished  railroad  from  Freder- 
I  icksburg  to  Gordonsville,  and  turned  the  enemy's 
right.  His  whole  line  thereupon  retreated  rapid- 
ly, vigorously  pursued  by  our  troops,  until  they 
arrived  within  about  one  mile  of  Chancellorsville. 
Here  the  enemy  had  assumed  a  position  of  great 
'  natural  strength,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a 
dense  forest,  filled  with  a  tangled  undergrowth, 
in  the  midst  of  which  breastworks  of  logs  had 
i  been  constructed,  with  trees  felled  in  front  so  as 
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to  form  an  almost  impenetrable  abatis.  His  ar- 
tillery swept  the  -few  narrow  roads  by  which  his 
position  could  be  approached  from  the  front,  and 
commanded  the  adjacent  woods.  The  left  of  his 
line  extended  from  Chancellorsville  towards  the 
Rappahannock,  covering  the  Bark  Mill  Ford, 
where  he  communicated  with  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  by  a  pontoon  bridge.  His  right 
stretched  westward  along  the  Germana  Ford 
road  more  than  two  miles.  Darkness  was  ap- 
proaching before  the  strength  and  extent  of  his 
line  could  be  ascertained ;  and  as  the  nature  of 
the  country  rendered  it  hazardous  to  attack  _by 
night,  our  troops  were  halted,  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle  in  front  of  Chancellorsville,  at  right  an- 
gles to  the  plank  road,  extending  on  the  right  to 
the  mine  road,  and  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of 
the  Catharine  furnace. 

Colonel  Wickham,  with  the  Fourth  Virginia 
cavalry  and  Colonel  Owen's  regiment,  was  sta- 
tioned between  the  mine  road  and  the  Rappa- 
hannock. The  rest  of  the  cavalry  was  upon  our 
left  flank.  It  was  evident  that  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  enemy  would  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty  and  loss,  in  view  of  the  strength  of  his 
position  and  his  superiority  of  numbers.  It  was 
therefore  resolved  to  endeavor  to  turn  his  right 
flank,  and  gain  his  rear,  leaving  a  force  in  front 
to  hold  him  in  check  and  conceal  the  movement. 
The  execution  of  this  plan  was  intrusted  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Jackson,  with  his  three  divisions. 
The  commands  of  Generals  McLaws  and  Ander- 
son, with  the  exception  of  Wilcox's  brigade,  which 
during  the  night  had  been  ordered  back  to  Banks's 
Ford,  remained  in  front  of  the  enemy.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  second  General  Jackson 
marched  by  the  Furnace  and  Brock  roads,  his 
movement  being  effectually  covered  by  Fitz  Lee's 
cavalry,  under  General  Stuart  in  person.  As  the 
rear  of  the  train  was  passing  the  furnace,  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  advanced  from  Chancellors- 
ville and  attempted  its  capture.  General  Jack- 
son had  left  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment, 
under  Colonel  Best,  at  this  point,  to  guard  his 
flank ;  and  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  T.  Brown,  whose  artillery 
was  passing  at  the  time,  placed  a  battery  in  posi- 
tion, to  aid  in  checking  his  advance.  A  small 
number  of  men  who  were  marching  to  join  their 
commands,  including  Captain  Moore,  with  his  two 
companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
of  Archer's  brigade,  reported  to  Colonel  Brown, 
and  supported  his  guns.  The  enemy  was  kept 
back  by  this  small  force  until  the  train  had  passed, 
but  his  superior  numbers  enabled  him  subse- 
quently to  surround  and  capture  the  greater  part 
of  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment.  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  send  a  brigade  to  resist 
the  further  progress  of  this  column,  and  detached 
General  Posey  for  that  purpose.  General  Posey 
became  warmly  engaged  with  a  superior  force, 
but  being  reenforced  by  General  Wright,  the 
enemy's  advance  was  arrested.  After  a  long  and 
fatiguing  march,  General  Jackson's  leading  di- 
vision, under  General  Rodes,  reached  the  old 
turnpike,  about  three  miles  in  rear  of  Chancel- 


lorsville, at  four  P.  M.  As  the  different  divisions 
arrived  they  were  formed  at  rfght  angles  to  the 
road  —  Rades  in  front,  Trimble's  division,  under 
Brigadier-General  Colston,  in  the  second,  and 
A.  P.  Hill's  in  the  third  line.  At  six  p.  M.  the 
advance  was  ordered.  The  enemy  were  taken  by 
surprise,  and  fled,  after  a  brief  resistance.  Gen- 
eral Rodes's  men  pushed  forward  with  great  vigor 
and  enthusiasm,  followed  closely  by  the  second 
and  third  lines.  Position  after  position  was  car- 
ried, the  guns  captured,  and  every  effort  of  the 
enemy  to  rally  defeated  by  the  impetuous  rush 
of  our  troops.  In  the  ardor  of  pursuit,  through 
the  thick  and  tangled  woods,  the  first  and  second 
lines  at  last  became  mingled,  and  moved  on  to- 
gether as  one.  The  enemy  made  a  stand  at  a 
line  of  breastworks  across  the  road  at  the  house  of 
Melzie  Chancellor  ;  but  the  troops  of  Rodes  and 
Colston  dashed  over  the  intrenchments  together, 
and  the  fight  and  pursuit  were  resumed  and  con- 
tinued until  our  advance  was  arrested  by  the 
abatis  in  front  of  the  line  of  works  near  the 
central  position  at  Chancellorsville.  It  was  now 
dark,  and  General  Jackson  ordered  the  third  line, 
under  General  Hill,  to  advance  to  the  front  and 
relieve  the  troops  of  Rodes  and  Colston,  who 
were  completely  blended,  and  in  such  disorder, 
from  their  advance  through  intricate  woods  and 
over  broken  ground,  that  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
form them.  As  Hill's  men  moved  forward,  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  with  his  staff  and  escort,  returning 
from  the  extreme  front,  met  his  skirmishers  ad- 
vancing, and  in  the  obscurity  of  the  night  were 
mistaken  for  the  enemy,  and  fired  upon.  Captain 
Boswell,  chief  engineer  of  the  corps,  and  several 
others,  were  killed,  and  a  number  wounded.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  himself  received  a  severe  injury,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field.  The  command  devolved 
upon  Major-General  Hill,  whose  division,  under 
General  Heth,  was  advanced  to  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments which  had  been  reached  by  Rodes 
and  Colston.  A  furious  fire  of  artillery  was 
opened  upon  them  by  the  enemy,  under  cover  of 
which  his  infantry  advanced  to  the  attack.  They 
were  handsomely  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fifth  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  under  Colonel  Mallory,  who  was 
killed  while  bravely  leading  his  men.  General 
Hill  was  soon  afterwards  disabled,  and  Major- 
General  Stuart,  who  had  been  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  seize  the  road  to  Ely's  Ford,  in 
rear  of  the  enemy,  was  sent  for  to  take  command. 
At  this  time  the  right  of  Hill's  division  was  at- 
tacked by  the  column  of  the  enemy  already  men- 
tioned as' having  penetrated  to  the  furnace,  which 
had  been  recalled  to  Chancellorsville  to  avoid 
being  cut  off'  by  the  advance  of  Jackson.  This 
attack  was  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  by  the 
Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  and  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments, 
Lane's  brigade. 

Upon  General  Stuart's  arrival,  soon  afterwards, 
the  command  was  turned  over  to  him  by  General 
Hill.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  reconnoitre 
the  ground  and  make  himself  acquainted  with 
the  disposition  of  the  troops.  The  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  difficulty  of  moving  through 
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the  woods  and  undergrowth,  rendered  it  advisable 
to  defer  further  operations  until  morning;  and 
the  troops  rested  on  their  arms  in  line  of  battle. 
Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps, 
was  severely  wounded,  and  Colonel  Alexander, 
senior  artillery  officer  present,  was  engaged  dur- 
ing the  entire  night  in  selecting  positions  for  our 
batteries.  As  soon  as  the  sound  of  cannon  gave 
notice  of  Jackson's  attack  on  the  enemy's  right, 
our  troops  in  front  of  Chancellorsville  were  or- 
dered to  press  him  strongly  on  the  left,  to  pre- 
vent reinforcements  being  sent  to  the  point 
assailed.  They  were  directed  not  to  attack  in 
force,  unless  a  favorable  opportunity  should  pre- 
sent itself;  and  while  continuing  to  cover  the 
roads  leading  from  their  respective  positions 
towards  Chancellorsville,  to  incline  the  left  so  as 
to  connect  with  Jackson's  right,  as  he  closed  in 
upon  the  centre.  These  orders  were  well  exe- 
cuted, our  troops  advancing  up  to  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  while  several  batteries  played  with 
good  effect  upon  his  lines,  until  prevented  by  the 
increasing  darkness. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third  General 
Stuart  renewed  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who 
had  strengthened  his  right  during  the  night  with 
additional  breastworks,  while  a  large  numb.er  of 
guns,  protected  by  intrenchments,  were  posted 
so  as  to  sweep  the  woods  through  which  our 
troops  had  to  advance.  Hill's  division  was  in 
front,  with  Colston  in  the  second  line,  and  Rodes 
in  the  third.  The  second  and  third  lines  soon 
advanced  to  the  support  of  the  first,  and  the  whole 
became  hotly  engaged.  The  breastworks,  at  which 
the  attack  was  suspended  the  preceding  evening, 
were  carried  by  assault,  under  a  terrible  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery.  In  rear  of  these  breast- 
works was  a  barricade,  from  which  the  enemy 
was  quickly  driven.  The  troops  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  pressing  through  the  woods,  at- 
tacked and  broke  the  next  line,  while  those  on 
the  right  bravely  assailed  the  extensive  earth- 
works behind  which  the  enemy's  artillery  was 
posted.  Three  times  were  these  works  carried, 
and  as  often  were  the  brave  assailants  compelled 
to  abandon  them  —  twice  by  the  retirement  of  the 
troops  on  their  left,  who  fell  back  after  a  gallant 
struggle  with  superior  numbers,  and  once  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  on  their  right,  caused  by 
the  advance  of  General  Anderson.  The  left  be- 
ing reenforced,  finally  succeeded  in  driving  back 
the  enemy,  and  the  artillery,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Carter  and  Jones,  being  thrown  forward 
to  occupy  favorable  positions,  secured  by  the  ad- 
vance of  the  infantry,  began  to  play  with  great 
precision  and  effect.  Anderson,  in  the  mean 
time,  pressed  gallantly  forward,  directly  upon 
Chancellorsville,  his  right  resting  upon  the  plank 
road,  and  his  left  extending  around  the  furnace, 
while  McLavvs  made  a  strong  demonstration  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  As  the  troops  advancing 
upon  the  enemy's  front  and  right  converged  upon 
his  central  position,  Anderson  effected  a  junction 
with  Jackson's  corps,  and  the  whole  line  pressed 
irresistibly  on.  The  enemy  was  driven  from  all 
his  fortified  positions,  with  heavy  loss  in  killed, 


wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  retreated  towards 
the  Rappahannock.  By  ten  A.  M.  we  were  in  full 
possession  of  the  field.  The  troops  having  be- 
come somewhat  scattered,  by  the  difficulties  of 
the  ground  and  the  ardor  of  the  contest,  were 
immediately  re-formed,  preparatory  to  renewing 
the  attack.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn  to  a 
strong  position  nearer  to  the  Rappahannock, 
which  he  had  previously  fortified.  His  superior- 
ity of  numbers,  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the 
ground,  which  was  densely  wooded,  and  the  con- 
dition of  our  troops  after  the  arduous  and  san- 
guinary conflict  in  which  they  had  been  engaged, 
rendered  great  caution  necessary.  Our  prepara- 
tions were  just  completed,  when  further  opera- 
tions were  arrested  by  intelligence  received  from 
Fredericksburg. 

General  Early  had  been  instructed,  in  the  event 
of  the  enemy  withdrawing  from  his  front  and 
moving  up  the  river,  to  join  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  with  so  much  of  his  command  as  could 
be  spared  from  the  defence  of  his  lines.  This  or- 
der was  repeated  on  the  second ;  but  by  a  misap- 
prehension on  the  part  of  the  officer  conveying 
it,  General  Early  was  directed  to  move  uncondi- 
tionally. Leaving  Hays's  brigade  and  one  regi- 
ment of  Barksdale's  at  Fredericksburg,  and 
directing  a  part  of  General  Pendleton's  artillery 
to  be  sent  to  the  rear,  in  compliance  with  the  or- 
der delivered  to  him,  General  Early  moved  with 
the  rest  of  his  command  towards  Chancellorsville. 
As  soon  as  his  withdrawal  was  perceived,  the 
enemy  began  to  give  evidence  of  an  intention  to 
advance ;  but  the  mistake  in  the  transmission-  of 
the  order  being  corrected,  General  Early  returned 
to  his  original  position.  The  line  to  be  defended 
by  Barksdale's  brigade  extended  from  the  Rap- 
pahannock, above  Fredericksburg,  to  the  rear  of 
Howison's  house,  a  distance  of  more  than  two 
miles.  The  artillery  was  posted  along  the  heights 
in  rear  of  the  town.  Before  dawn,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third,  General  Barksdale  reported  to 
General  Early  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  force,  and  laid  down  a  bridge 
at  the  town.  Hays's  brigade  was  sent  to  his  sup- 
port, and  placed  on  his  extreme  left,  with  the^  ex- 
ception of  one  regiment,  stationed  on  the  right 
of  his  line,  behind  Howison's  house.  Seven  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment 
were  posted  by  General  Barksdale  between  the 
Marye  house  and  the  plank  road ;  the  Eighteenth 
and  the  three  other  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
first  occupied  the  telegraph  road  at  the  foot  of 
Marye's  hill,  the  two  remaining  regiments  of  the 
brigade  being  farther  to  the  right  on  the  hills 
near  to  Howison's  house.  The  enemy  made  a 
demonstration  against  the  extreme  right,  which 
was  easily  repulsed  by  General  Early.  Soon  af- 
terwards a  column  moved  from  Fredericksburg 
along  the  river  banks,  as  if  to  gain  the  heights  on 
the  extreme  left,  which  commanded  those  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  town.  This  attempt  was 
foiled  by  General  Hays,  and  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  from  Banks's  Ford,  who  deployed  a 
few  skirmishers  on  the  hill,  near  Taylor's  house, 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  a  section  of 
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pulsed  by  Barksdale's  men  and  the  artillery. 
After  the  second,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  from 
the  town,  to  obtain  permission  to  provide  for  the 
wounded.  Three  heavy  lines  advanced  immedi- 
ately upon  the  return  of  the  flag,  and  renewed  the 
attack.  They  were  bravely  repulsed  on  the  right 
and  left,  but  the  small  force  at  the  foot  of  Marye's 
hill,  overpowered  by  more  than  ten  times  their 
numbers,  was  captured,  after  a  heroic  resistance, 
and  the  hill  carried.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery 
were  taken  on  Marye's  and  the  adjacent  heights. 
The  remainder  of  Barksdale's  brigade,  together 
with  that  of  General  Hays,  and  the  artillery  on 
the  right,  retired  down  the  telegraph  road. 

The  success  of  the  enemy  enabled  him  to 
threaten  our  communications  by  moving  down 
the  telegraph  road,  or  to  come  upon  our  rear  at 
Chancellorsville  by  the  plank  road.  He  at  first 
advanced  on  the  former,  but  was  checked  by 
General  Early,  who  had  halted  the  commands 
of  Barksdale  and  Hays,  with  the  artillery,  about 
two  miles  from  Marye's  hill,  and  reenforced  them 
with  three  regiments  of  Gordon's  brigade. 

The  enemy  then  began  to  advance  up  the 
plank  road,  his  progress  being  gallantly  disputed 
by  the  brigade  of  General  Wilcox,  who  had 
moved  from  Banks's  Ford  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Barksdale ;  but  ar- 
rived too  late  to  take  part  in 'the  action.  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  fell  back  slowly  until  he  reached 
Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  about  five 
miles  from  Fredericksburg. 

Information  of  this  state  of  affairs  in  our  rear 
having  reached  Chancellorsville,  as  already  stated, 
General  McLaws,  with  his  three  brigades  and  one 
of  General  Anderson's,  was  ordered  to  reenforce 
General  Wilcox.  He  arrived  at  Salem  Church 
early  in  the  afternoon,  where  he  found  General 
Wilcox  in  line  of  battle,  with  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy,  consisting,  as  was  reported,  of  one  army 
corps  and  part  of  another,  under  Major-General 
Sedgwick,  in  his  front.  The  brigades  of  Kershaw 
and  Wofiord  were  placed  on  the  right  of  Wilcox, 
those  of  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  his  left. 

The  enemy's  artillery  played  vigorously  upon 
our  position  for  some  time,  when  his  infantry  ad- 
vanced in  three  strong  lines,  the  attack  being 
directed  mainly  against  General  Wilcox,  but  par- 
tially involving  the  brigades  on  his  left.  The 
assault  was  met  with  the  utmost  firmness,  and, 
after  a  fierce  struggle,  the  first  line  was  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter.  The  s'econd  then  came  for- 
ward, but  immediately  broke  under  the  close  and 
deadly  fire  which  it  encountered,  and  the  whole 
mass  fled  in  confusion  to  the  rear.  They  were 
pursued  by  the  brigades  of  Wilcox  and  Semmes, 
which  advanced  nearly  a  mile,  when  they  were 
halted  to  re-form  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy's 
reserve,  which  now  appeared  in  large  force.  It 
being  quite  dark,  General  Wilcox  deemed  it  im- 
prudent to  push  the  attack  with  his  small  num- 
bers, and  retired  to  his  original  position,  the 
enemy  making  no  attempt  to  follow. 
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The  next  morning,  •  General  Early  advanced 
along  the  telegraph  road,  and  recaptured  Marye's 
and  the  adjacent  hills  without  difficulty,  thus  gain- 
ing the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left.  He  then  pro- 
posed to  General  McLaws  that  a  simultaneous 
attack  should  be  made  by  their  respective  com- 
mands, but  the  latter  officer,  not  deeming  his 
force  adequate  to  assail  the  enemy  in  front,  the 
proposition  was  not  carried  into  effect.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy  had  so  strengthened  his 
position  near  Chancellorsville,  that  it  was  deemed 
inexpedient  to  assail  it  with  less  than  our  whole 
force,  which  could  not  be  concentrated  until  we 
were  relieved  from  the  danger  that  menaced  our 
rear.  It  was  accordingly  resolved  still  further  to 
reenforce  the  troops  in  front  of  General  Sedgwick, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  drive  him  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock.  Accordingly,  on  the  fourth,  General 
Anderson  was  directed  to  proceed,  with  his  re- 
maining three  brigades,  to  join  General  McLaws 
—  the  three  divisions  of  Jackson's  corps  holding 
our  position  at  Chancellorsville.  Anderson  reached 
Salem  Church  about  noon,  and  was  directed  to 
gain  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  and  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  Early.  McLaws's  troops  were  disposed 
as  on  the  previous  day,  with  orders  to  hold  the 
enemy  in  front,  and  to  push  forward  his  right 
brigades  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  Anderson  and 
Early  should  be  perceived,  so  as  to  connect  with 
them  and  complete  the  continuity  of  our  line. 

Some  delay  occurred  in  getting  the  troops  into 
position,  owing  to  the  broken  and  irregular  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  and  the  difficulty  of  ascertain- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  enemy's  forces.  The 
attack  did  not  begin  until  six  P.  M.,  when  Ander- 
son and  Early  moved  forward  and  drove  General 
Sedgwick's  troops  rapidly  before  them  across  the 
plank  road  in  the  direction  of  the  Kappahannock. 
The  speedy  approach  of  darkness  prevented  Gen- 
eral McLaws  from  perceiving  the  success  of  the 
attack  until  the  enemy  began  to  recross  the  river 
a  short  distance  below  Banks's  Ford,  where  he 
had  laid  one  of  his  pontoon  bridges.  His  right 
brigades,  under  Kershaw  and  Wofford,  advanced 
through  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  firing, 
but  the  retreat  was  so  rapid  that  they  could,  only 
join  in  the  pursuit.  A  dense  fog  settled  over  the 
field,  increasing  the  obscurity  and  rendering  great 
caution  necessary  to  avoid  collision  between  our 
own  troops.  Their  movements  were  consequently 
slow.  General  Wilcox,  with  Kershaw's  brigade 
and  two  regiments  of  his  own,  accompanied  by  a 
battery,  proceeded  nearly  to  the  river,  capturing 
a  number  of  prisoners  and  inflicting  great  damage 
upon  the  enemy.  General  McLaws  also  directed 
Colonel  Alexander's  artillery  to  fire  upon  the 
locality  of  the  enemy's  bridge,  which  was  done 
with  good  effect.  The  next  morning  it  was  found 
that  General  Sedgwick  had  made  good  his  escape, 
and  removed  his  bridges.  Fredericksburg  was 
also  evacuated,  and  our  rear  no  longer  threat- 
ened. But,  as  General  Sedgwick  had  it  in  his 
power  to  recross,  it  was  deemed  best  to  leave 
General  Early  with  his  division  and  Barksdale's 
brigade  to  hold  our  lines  as  before  —  McLaws 
and  Anderson  being  directed  to  return  to  Chan- 
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cellorsville.  They  reached  their  destination  dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  storm, 
which  continued  throughout  the  night  and  most 
of  the  following  day. 

Preparations  were  made  to  assail  the  enemy's 
works  at  daylight  on  the  sixth  ;  but,  on  advan- 
cing our  skirmishers,  it  was  found  that,  under 
cover  of  the  storm  and  darkness  of  the  night,  he 
had  retreated  over  the  river.  A  detachment  was 
left  to  guard  the  battle-field  while  the  wounded 
were  being  removed  and  the  captured  property 
collected.  The  rest  of  the  army  returned  to  its 
former  position. 

The  particulars  of  these  operations  will  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  the  several  commanding 
officers,  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  They 
will  show  more  fully  than  my  limits  will  sutler 
me  to  do,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which, 
under  God's  blessing,  were  surmounted  by  the 
fortitude  and  valor  of  our  army.  The  conduct 
of  the  troops  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  At- 
tacking largely  superior  numbers,  in  strongly 
intrenched  positions,  their  heroic  courage  over- 
came every  obstacle  of  nature  and  art,  and 
achieved  a  triumph  most  honorable  to  our  arms. 
I  commend  to  the  particular  notice  of  the  depart- 
ment the  brave  officers  and  men  mentioned  by 
their  superiors  for  extraordinary  daring  and 
merit,  whose  names  I  am  unable  to  enumerate 
here.  Among  them  will  be  found  some  who 
have  passed,  by  a  glorious  death,  beyond  the 
reach  of  praise,  but  the  memory  of  whose  virtues 
and  devoted  patriotism  will  ever  be  cherished  by 
their  grateful  countrymen.  The  returns  of  the 
medical  director  will  show  the  extent  of  our  loss, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  engagement,  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  severe.  Many  valuable  officers  and  men 
were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  faithful  discharge 
of  duty.  Among  the  former,  Brigadier-General 
Paxton  fell  while  leading  his  brigade,  with  con- 
spicuous courage,  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's 
works  at  Chancellorsville.  The  gallant  Brigadier- 
General  Nichols  lost  a  leg ;  Brigadier-General 
McGowan  was  severely,  and  Brigadier-Generals 
Heth  and  Pender  were  slightly  wounded  in  the 
same  engagement.  The  latter  officer  led  his 
brigade  to  the  attack  under  a  destructive  fire, 
bearing  the  colors  of  a  regiment  in  his  own  hands, 
up  to  and  over  the  intrenchments,  with  the  most 
distinguished  gallantry.  General  Hoke  received 
a  painful  wound  in  the  action  near  Fredericks- 
burg.  The  movement  by  which  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion was  turned,  and  the  fortune  of  the  day  de- 
cided, was  conducted  by  the  lamented  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  who,  as  has  already  been  stated, 
was  severely  wounded  near  the  close  of  the 
engagement  on  Saturday  evening.  I  do  not 
propose  here  to  speak  of  the  character  of  this 
illustrious  man  since  removed  from  the  scene  of 
his  eminent  usefulness  by  the  hand  of  an  inscru- 
table but  all-wise  Providence.  I  nevertheless  de- 
sire to  pay  the  tribute  of  my  admiration  to  the 
matchless  energy  and  skill  that  marked  this  last 
act  of  his  life,  forming  as  it  did  a  worthy  conclu- 
sion of  that  long  series  of  splendid  achievements 


which  won  for  him  the  lasting  love  and  gratitude 
of  his  country.  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill  was 
disabled  soon  after  assuming  command,  but  did 
not  leave  the  field  until  the  arrival  of  Major- 
General  Stuart.  The  latter  officer  ably  dis- 
charged the  difficult  and  responsible  dutiea  which 
he  was  thus  unexpectedly  called  to  perform. 
Assuming  the  command  late  in  the  night,  at  the 
close  of  a  fierce  engagement  and  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  enemy,  necessarily  ignorant,  in  a 
great  measure,  of  the  disposition  of  the  troops, 
and  of  the  plans  of  those  who  had  preceded  him, 
General  Stuart  exhibited  great  energy,  prompt- 
ness, and  intelligence.  During  the  continuance 
of  the  engagement  the  next  day  he  conducted  the 
operation  on  the  left  with  distinguished  capacity 
and  vigor,  stimulating  and  cheering  the  troops 
by  the  example  of  his  own  coolness  and  daring. 
While  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all  who  were 
conspicuous  in  the  several  engagements,  it  will  not 
be  considered  an  invidious  distinction  to  say  that 
General  Jackson,  after  he  was  wounded,  in  ex- 
pressing the  satisfaction  he  derived  from  the  con- 
duct of  his  whole  command,  commended  to  my  par- 
ticular attention  the  services  of  Brigadier-General 
(now  Major-General)  Rodes  and  his  gallant  divis- 
ion. Major-General  Early  performed  the  impor- 
tant and  responsible  duty  intrusted  to  him  in  a 
manner  which  reflected  credit  upon  himself  and  his 
command.  Major-General  li.  H.  Anderson  was 
also  distinguished  for  the  promptness,  courage, 
and  skill  with  which  he  and  his  division  executed 
every  order  ;  and  Brigadier-General  (now  Major- 
General)  Wilcox  is  entitled  to  especial  praise,  for 
the  judgment  and  bravery  displayed  in  impeding 
the  advance  of  General  Sedgwick  towards  Chan- 
cellorsville, and  for  the  gallant  and  successful 
stand  at  Salem  Church.  To  the  skilful  and 
efficient  management  of  the  artillery  the  success- 
ful issue  of  the  contest  is  in  great  measure  due. 

The  ground  was  not  favorable  for  its  employ- 
ment, but  every  suitable  position  was  taken  with 
alacrity,  and  the  operations  of  the  infantry  sup- 
ported and  assisted  with  a  spirit  and  courage  not 
second  to  their  own.  It  bore  a  prominent  part  in 
the  final  assault  which  ended  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field  at  Chancellorsville,  silencing  his 
batteries,  and,  by  a  destructive  enfilade  fire  upon 
his  works,  opened  the  way  for  the  advance  of  our 
troops.  Colonels  Crutchfield,  Alexander,  and 
Walker,  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  Brown,  Carter, 
and  Andrews,  with  the  officers  and  men  of  their 
commands,  are  mentioned  as  deserving  especial 
commendation.  The. batteries  under  General  Pen- 
dleton  also  acted  with  great  gallantry.  The  cav- 
alry of  the  army  at  the  time  of  these  operations 
was  much  reduced.  To  its  vigilance  and  energy 
we  were  indebted  for  timely  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  before  the  battle  and  for  im- 
peding his  march  to  Chancellorsville.  It  guarded 
both  flanks  of  the  army  during  the  battle  at  that 
place,  and  a  portion  of  it,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  rendered  valuable  service  in  covering  the 
march  of  Jackson  to  the  enemy's  rear.  The  horse 
artillery  accompanied  the  infantry,  and  partici- 
pated, with  credit  to  itself,  in  the  engagement. 
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The  nature  of  the  country  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  cavalry  to  do  more.  When  the  enemy's 
infantry  passed  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelley's 
Ford,  his  cavalry,  under  General  Stoneman,  also 
crossed  in  large  force,  and  proceeded  through  Cul- 
peper  county  towards  Gordonsville,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  the  railroads  to  Richmond.  Gen- 
eral Stuart  had  nothing  to  oppose  to  this  move- 
ment but  two  regiments  of  Brigadier-General 
W.  H.  F.  Lee's  brigade  —  the  Ninth  and  Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalry.  General^Lee  fell  back 
before  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  ; 
and,  after  holding  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Rapidan  during  the  first  of  May,  burned  the 
bridge  and  retired  to  Gordonsville  at  night.  The 
enemy  avoided  Gordonsville,  and  reached  Louisa 
Court-House,  on  the  Central  railroad,  which  he 
proceeded  to  break  up.  Dividing  his  force,  a  part 
of  it  also  cut  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
railroad,  and  a  part  proceeded  to  Columbia,  on 
the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  with  the 
design  of  destroying  the  aqueduct  at  that  place. 
The  small  command  of  General  Lee  exerted  itself 
vigorously  to  defeat  this  purpose.  The  damage 
done  to  the  railroads  was  small  and  soon  re- 
paired, and  the  canal  was  saved  from  injury. 
The  details  of  his  operations  will  be  found  in  the 
accompanying  memorandum,  and  are  creditable 
to  officers  and  men.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  and  the  other  en- 
gagements was  severe.  His  dead  and  a  large 
number  of  wounded  were  left  on  the  field.  About 
five  thousand  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the  wounded, 
were  taken,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery.  Nine- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  seven- 
teen colors,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition, 
fell  into  our  hands. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted for  assistance  in  observing  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  posting  troops,  and  conveying 
orders.  On  so  extended  and  varied  a  field  all 
were  called  into  requisition,  and  all  evinced  the 
greatest  energy  and  zeal.  The  medical  director 
of  the  army,  Surgeon  Guild,  with  the  officers  of 
his  department,  were  untiring  in  their  attention  to 
the  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corley,  chief 
quartermaster,  took  charge  of  the  disposition  and 
safety  of  the  trains  of  the  army.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cole,  chief  commissary  of  its  subsistence, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  chief  of  ord- 
nance, was  everywhere  on  the  field,  attending  to 
the  wants  of  his  department.  General  Chilton, 
chief  of  staff.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  Major 
Peyton,  and  Captain  Young,  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  department,  were  active  in 
seeing  to  the  execution  of  orders.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
engineers,  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy  and  con- 
structing batteries ;  Colonel  Long,  in  posting 
troops  and  artillery ;  Majors  Taylor,  Talcott, 
Marshall,  and  Venable  were  engaged  night 
and  day  in  watching  the  operations,  carrying 
orders,  &c. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


REPORT    OF    MAJOR-GENERAL  STUART. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  ) 
NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  May  6,  1863.     $ 

Brigadier- General  E.  H.  Chilton,  A.  A.  and  I. 
Gr.,  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  ad- 
vance of  a  detailed  report,  the  following  narrative 
of  events  connected  with  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, May  second,  and  of  Chancellorsville,  May 
third,  and  events  following : 

This  corps,  under  its  immor.tal  leader,  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Jackson,  attacked  the  enemy  on  his 
right,  turning  his  right  flank  by  the  turnpike  road 
at  Melzie  Chancellor's,  two  miles  above  Chancel- 
lorsville, making  the  attack  late  in  the  evening, 
after  an  arduous  and  necessarily  circuitous  march 
from  the  plank  road,  two  miles  below  Chancel- 
lorsville. The  enemy  had  a  fine  position,  and  if 
time  had  been  given  him  to  recover  from  his  first 
surprise,  and  mass  troops  on  that  front,  it  would 
have  been  a  difficult  task  to  dislodge  them ;  but 
Jackson's  entire  corps,  both  when  marching  and 
when  in  position,  had  been  purposely  screened 
from  view  by  the  cavalry  of  Fitz  Lee's  brigade  — 
an  important  duty,  which  he  performed  with  great 
skill  and  address.  The  'attack  was  thus,  in  a 
measure,  a  surprise.  The  enemy's  line  of  in- 
trenchments  was  carried,  and  his  legions  driven 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  It  was  already  dark 
when  I  sought  General  Jackson,  and  proposed,  as 
there  appeared  nothing  else  for  me  to  do,  to  take 
some  cavalry  and  infantry  over  and  hold  the  Ely's 
Ford.  He  approved  the  proposition,  and  I  had 
already  gained  the  heights  overlooking  the  ford, 
where  was  a  large  number  of  camp-fires,  when 
Captain  Adams,  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  staff, 
reached  me  post  haste,  and  informed  me  of  the 
sad  calamities  which  for  the  time  deprived  the 
troops  of  the  leadership  of  both  Jackson  and  Hill, 
and  the  urgent  demand  for  me  to  come  and  take 
command  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  rode  with  ra- 
pidity back  five  miles,  determined  to  press  the 
pursuit  already  so  gloriously  begun.  General 
Jackson  had  gone  to  the  rear,  but  General  A.  P. 
Hill  was  still  on  the  ground,  and  formally  turned 
over  the  command  to  me.  I  sent  also  a  staff  offi- 
cer to  General  Jackson,  to  inform  him  that  I 
would  cheerfully  carry  out  any  instructions  he 
would  give,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  front, 
which  I  reached  at  ten  P.  M.  I  found,  upon  reach- 
ing it,  A.  P.  Hill's  division  in  front,  under  Heth, 
with  Lane's,  McGowan's,  Archer's,  and  Heth's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  'within  half  a 
mile  of  Chancellorsville,  near  the  apex  of  the 
ridge,  and  Fender's  and  Thomas's  on  the  left.  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had  made  an  attack  on  our 
right  flank,  but  were  repulsed.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, that  the  attack  was  made,  and  at  night, 
made  me  apprehensive  of  a  repetition  of  it,  and 
necessitated  throwing  back  the  right  wing  so  as 
to  meet  it.  I  was  also  informed  that  there  was 
much  confusion  on  the  right,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  some  troops  mistook  friends  for  the  enemy, 
and  fired  upon  them.  Knowing  that  an  advance 
under  such  circumstances  would  be  extremely 
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hazardous,  much  against  my  inclination,  I  felt 
bound  to  wait  for  daylight.  General  Jackson  had 
also  sent  me  word  to  use  my  own  discretion. 
The  commanding  General  was  with  the  right  wing 
of  the  army,  with  which  I  had  no  communication, 
except  by  a  very  circuitous  and  uncertain  route. 
I  nevertheless  sent  a  despatch  to  inform  him  of 
the  state  of  affairs,  and  rode  around  the  lines, 
restoring  order,  imposing  silence,  and  making 
arrangements  for  the  attack  early  next  day.  I 
sent  Colonel  E.  P.  Alexander,  senior  officer  of 
artillery,  to  select  and  occupy  with  artillery  posi- 
tions along  the  line  bearing  upon  the  enemy's  po- 
sition, with  which  duty  he  was  engaged  all  night. 
At  early  dawn  Trimble's  division  composed  the 
second  line,  and  Rodes's  division  the  third.  The 
latter  had  his  rations  on  the  spot,  and  as  his  men 
were  entirely  without  food,  was  extremely  anxious 
to  issue.  I  was  disposed  to  wait  a  short  time  for 
this  purpose ;  but  when,  as  preliminary  to  an  at- 
tack, I  ordered  the  right  of  the  first  line  to  swing 
around,  and  come  perpendicular  to  the  road,  the 
order  was  misunderstood  for  an  order  to  attack, 
and  that  part  of  the  line  became  engaged.  I  or- 
dered the  whole  line  to  advance,  and  the  second 
and  .third  lines  to  follow.  As  the  sun  lifted  the 
mist  that  shrouded  the  field,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  ridge  on  the  extreme  right  was  a  fine 
position  for  concentrating  artillery.  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  thirty  pieces  to  that  point,  and  under 
the  happy  effects  of  the  battalion  system,  it  was 
done  quickly.  The  effect  of  this  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  batteries  was  superb.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  was  pressing  our  left  with  infantry,  and 
all  the  reinforcements  I  could  obtain  were  sent 
there.  Colquitt's  brigade,  of  Trimble's  division, 
ordered  first  to  the  right,  was  directed  to  the  left 
to  support  Fender.  Iverson's  brigade,  cf  the  sec- 
ond line,  was  also  engaged  there,  and  the  thuee 
lines  were  more  or  less  merged  into  one  line  of 
battle,  and  reported  hard  pressed.  Urgent  re- 
quests were  sent  for  reinforcements,  and  notices 
that  the  troops  were  out  of  ammunition,  &c.  I 
ordered  that  the  ground  must  be  held  at  all  haz- 
ards ;  if  necessary,  with  the  bayonet.  About  this 
time,  also,  our  right  connected  with  Anderson's 
left,  relieving  all  anxiety  on  that  subject.  I  was 
now  anxious  to  mass  infantry  on  the  left,  to  push 
the  enemy  there,  and  sent  every  available  regiment 
to  that  point.  About  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  the  works 
of  the  enemy  directly  in  front  of  our  right  were 
stormed ;  but  the  enemy's  forces  retiring  from  the 
line  facing  Anderson,  'which  our  batteries  enfi- 
laded, caused  our  troops  to  abandon  these  works, 
the  enemy  coming  in  their  rear.  It  was  stormed 
a  second  time,  when  I  discovered  the  enemy  mak- 
ing a  flank  movement  to  the  left  of  the  road  for 
the  purpose  of  dislodging  our  forces,  and  has- 
tened to  change  the  front  of  a  portion  of  our  line 
to  meet  this  attack ;  but  the  shortness  of  the  time 
and  the  deafening  roar  of  artillery  prevented  the 
execution  of  this  movement,  and  our  line  again 
retired.  The  third  time  it  was  taken,  I  made  dis- 
position of  a  portion  of  Ilamseur's  brigade  to  pro- 
tect the  left  flank.  Artillery  was  pushed  forward 
to  the  crest,  sharpshooters  were  posted  in  a  house 


in  advance,  and  in  a  few  moments  Chancellorsville 
was  ours,  (ten  o'clock  A.  M.)  The  enemy  retired 
towards  Ely's  Ford,  the  road  to  United  States 
Ford  branching  one  half  mile  west  of  Chancel- 
lorsville. In  this  hotly-contested  battle  the  ene- 
my had  strong  works  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
those  on  the  commanding  ridge  being  heavily  de- 
fended by  artillery.  The  night,  also,  had  given 
him  time  to  mass  his  troops  to  meet  this  attack  ; 
but  the  desperate  valor  of  Jackson's  corps  over- 
came every  obstacle,  and  drove  the  enemy  to  his 
new  line  of  defence,  which  his  engineers  had  con- 
structed in  his  rear,  ready  for  occupation,  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and  United  States 
Ford  roads.  General  Anderson's  division  of  the 
right  wing  arrived  upon  the  field,  comparatively 
fresh.  I  set  about  re-forming  my  command,  with 
a  view  to  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  when  the  com- 
manding General  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  at  Fredericksburg,  and  taken 
Marye's  hill.  An  Aid-de-camp  of  General  Sedg- 
wick,  captured  by  Colonel  Wickham's  regiment 
on  the  right,  near  Banks's  Ford,  reported  two 
corps,  under  command  of  Sedgwick.  The  com- 
manding General  decided  to  hold  Hooker,  beaten 
as  he  was,  in  his  works,  with  Jackson's  corps,  and 
detach  enough  of  other  forces  to  turn  on  Sedg- 
wick. The  success  of  this  strategy  enabled  him 
again  to  concentrate,  to  force  Hooker's  position  ; 
and  arrangements  were  made  for  attack  with  this 
corps  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  (Wednesday ;) 
but  before  it  was  begun  our  skirmishers  found 
the  enemy's  works  abandoned,  and,  pressing  for- 
ward to  the  river,  captured  many  prisoners.  The* 
enemy  had  another  work  two  miles  in  rear  of  the 
other,  which  was  also  abandoned.  This  region  of 
country  is  known  as  "  The  Wilderness."  Rapid 
pursuit  in  such  a  country  is  an  impossibility, 
where  the  enemy  takes  care  to  leave  his  trains  be- 
yond the  Rappahannock,  and  avails  himself,  as 
he  does,  of  the  appliances  of  art,  labor,  and  nat- 
ural obstacles  to  delay  his  pursuers.  In  this  bat- 
tle, in  which  the  enemy's  main  force  was  attacked 
in  chosen  positions,  he  was  driven  entirely  from 
the  field,  and  finally  fled  across  the  river.  Our 
troops  behaved  with  the  greatest  heroism. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
General  to  the  fact  that  I  was  called  to  the  com- 
mand at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  battle-field, 
of  the  corps  d'armee  led  so  long  by  the  immortal 
Jackson,  in  the  midst  of  a  night  attack  made  by 
the  enemy,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
the  position  of  our  forces,  or  the  plans  thus  far 
pursued,  and  without  an  officer  left  in  the  corps 
above  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General.  Under 
these  disadvantages  the  attack  was  renewed  the 
next  morning,  and  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
issue.  Major-General  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  wounded  soon  after  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  him,  remained  near  the  field 
next  day  notwithstanding  his  wound,  for  which 
I  was  very  grateful,  for  circumstances  might  have 
arisen  making  his  presence  necessary. 

To  the  generals  of  divisions  and  brigades  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  for  the  hearty  cooperation,  zeal, 
and  support  accorded  to  me  by  all  to  the  fullest 
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extent  of  their  ability.  The  field  officers  and 
others  I  hope  to  particularize  hereafter  in  a  de- 
tailed report,  when  the  data  is  collected,  as  well  as 
mention  specially  the  various  officers  serving  on 
ray  staff  with  marked  distinction  during  the  day. 

I  labored  under  great  disadvantages  in  having 
none  of  General  Jackson's  staff  with  me  until  after 
the  action  began,  and  then  only  Major  A.  S.  Pen- 
dletbn,  who,  however,  behaved  with  great  heroism 
and  efficiency  when  he  did  join  me. 

Our  losses  were  heavy;  the  enemy's  heavier. 
In  Sunday's  battle  Brigadier-Generals  Ramseur, 
Heth,  and  McGowan  were  wounded,  and  Paxton 
killed.  Heth  and  Ramseur,  though  painfully 
wounded,  persisted  in  retaining  command  to  the 
close  of  the  fight.  Their  heroic  conduct  will  be 
specially  mentioned  in  the  report  proper.  The 
casualties  of  the  corps  I  have  not  the  means  of 
knowing,  as,  before  the  returns  were  completed,  I 
relinquished  the  command  to  Major-General  A. 
P.  Hill,  in  pursuance,  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding General ;  but  the  division  and  brigade 
commanders  were  ordered  to  submit,  through  me, 
their  reports  of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 

The  cavalry  was  well  managed  by  Brigadier- 
General  Fitz  Lee,  who  seized  Ely's  Ford,  and 
held  the  road  to  within  two  miles  of  Chancellors- 
ville, driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  from  the  former 
place.  His  men,  without  rations .  or  forage,  dis- 
played a  heroism  rarely  met  with  under  any  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  guarding  the  two  flanks,  accom- 
plished an  indispensable  part  of  the  great  success 
which  God  vouchsafed  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OP  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  HILL. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS,  } 
May  8,  1S63.      ) 

Major  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  G. : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing very  imperfect  sketch  of  our  operations 
from  the  time  we  left  Fredericksburg  to  the  re- 
crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  by  the  enemy. 
The  corps  of  General  Jackson,  save  Early's  divis- 
ion, left  our  lines  at  Hamilton's  Crossing  at  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  first  of  May. 
Rodes's  division,  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  and  Trim- 
ble's division,  under  Colston,  arriving  within  four 
miles  of  Chancellorsville,  line  of  battle  was 
formed — Rodes  in  advance,  Hill  supporting,  and 
Colston  in  reserve.  The  enemy  were  then  rapidly 
pushed  back  into  Chancellorsville.  Saturday 
morning  Rodes's,  Colston's,  and  Hill's  divisions 
were  led  by  General  Jackson  on  the  enemy's 
flank  and  rear,  crossing  the  two  plank  roads,  and 
coming  into  the  turnpike  ;  the  artillery  of  the 
corps,  under  Colonel  Crutchfield,  accompanying. 
The  attack  was  made  about  six  P.  M.  —  Rodes's 
division  and  some  artillery  in  advance ;  Colston 
and  Hill  supporting.  The  attack  of  Rodes  way  ! 
made  with  great  energy.  The  enemy  were  driven  | 
for  three  miles,  and  into  his  works  at  Chancellors- 
ville, with  the  loss  of  ten  pieces  of  artillery  and 


many  prisoners*  This  was  about  nine  P.  M.,  and 
General  Jackson  directed  General  Hill  to  take 
charge  of  the  pursuit.  Whilst  Lane's  brigade 
was  forming  its  lines  for  advancing  and  throwing 
out  his  skirmishers  General  Jackson  was  wounded. 
The  enemy  then  made  an  attempt  to  retake  their 
rifle-pits  immediately  fronting  Chancellorsville, 
but  were  handsomely  driven  back  by  Colonel 
Mallory,  Fifty-fifth  Virginia,  Heth's  brigade.  The 
enemy  during  this  time  had  concentrated  a  most 
terrible  fire  of  artillery  on  the  head  of  Hill's  divis- 
ion from  thirty-two  pieces  of  artillery.  General 
Hill  was  disabled-^  during  this  fire.  General 
Stuart  was  sent  for,  and  the  command  of  the 
corps  turned  over  to  him. 

It  w,as  thought  best,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, not  to  push  the  pursuit  any  farther  that 
night.  Next  morning  all  the  artillery  which  could 
be  put  in  position  having  been  brought  up,  the 
infantry  in  three  lines,  —  Colston,  Hill,  (now 
Heth's,)  and  Rodes,  —  General  Stuart  renewed 
the  attack  about  dawn.  The  enemy  were  gallantly 
charged.  The  combat  was  furious.  Colston's 
division  having  become  somewhat  broken  and 
disordered,  Heth  took  the  advance  —  Archer  on 
the  extreme  right,  endeavoring  to  connect  with 
Anderson,  and  Pender,  with  two  brigades  of  this 
division,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy 
were  again  charged,  and  twice  were  his  works 
taken  and  twice  relinquished.  Rodes's  division 
came  up  to  the  support ;  and  after  some  tremen- 
dous fighting  —  all  three  divisions  being  engaged 
—  the  enemy  were  driven  out,  and  his  works  oc- 
cupied about  ten  o'clock.  Archer's  brigade  cap- 
tured four  guns  ;  and  Brigadier-General  William 
Hays  was  captured  by  Pender's  brigade.  Ram- 
seur's  brigade,  under  his  gallant  leadership,  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  three  days'  fighting. 

Our  lines  were  again  formed,  covering  the 
roads  leading  to  the  United  States  Ford.  Pen- 
der, with  four  brigades  on  the  left,  Rodes  in  the 
centre,  and  Colston,  with  three  brigades  on  the 
right ;  Heth,  with  three  brigades,  was  sent  to  re- 
lieve Anderson.  We  held  this  position  during 
Sunday  and  Monday,  whilst  Anderson  and  Mc- 
Laws  were  detached  to  drive  back  General  Sedg- 
wick.  Several  advances  of  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers were  repulsed ;  and  he  occasionally  opened  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery.  Sedgwick  having  been 
demolished,  the  enemy  recrossed  on  Tuesday 
night. 

Major-General  Stuart  is  deserving  of  great  com- 
mendation for  his  admirable  management  of  the 
troops.  Called  suddenly,  late  at  night,  to  a  new 
sphere  of  action,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  brigades,  with  indomitable  energy  he 
surmounted  all  difficulties  and  achieved  a  glorious 
result.  Brigadier-General  Rodes  distinguished 
himself  much,  and  won  a  proud  name  for  himself 
and  his  division.  Generals  Heth,  Pender,  and 
Ramseur  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of 
our  arms.  Much  is  due  the  artillery.  Colonels 
Crutchfield,  Brown,  Walker,  and  Alexander  de- 
serve special  mention.  Respectfully, 

A.  P.  HILL, 

Mujor-General. 
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REPORT    OF    MAJOR-GENERAf,    ANDERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,  ) 
NEAR  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  June  6, 18G3.     \ 

Brigadier-General  R.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant- 
Adjutant  and  Inspector- General,  and  Chief  of 
Staff,  A.  N.  V.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  division 
under  my  command  during  the  late  engagements 
along  the  Rappahannock : 

Before  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  the  brigades 
were  posted  as  follows  :  Mahone's  and  Posey's  at 
United  States  Ford,  Wilcox's  at  Banks's  Ford, 
Perry's  near  the  old  mine  road,  about  three  miles 
west  of  Fredericksburg,  and  Wright's  at  ,Massa- 
ponax  Church. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April, 
when  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  at  the  mouth 
of  Deep  Run,  Wright's  brigade  was  brought  up 
from  Massaponax  Church,  and  placed  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  Major-General  Early's  position. 
Later  in  the  day  it  was  ordered  to  take  post  near 
Perry's  brigade,  and  at  dark  the  latter  was  moved 
to  the  river  to  relieve  such  of  the  troops  of  Mc- 
Laws's  division  as  were  on  duty  above  Fredericks- 
burg  and  opposite  Falmouth.  About  nine  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  same  day,  I  received  orders  from  the 
commanding  General  to  repair  to  Chancellorsville, 
and  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  two  brigades 
(Mahone's  and  Posey's)  which  had  been  posted 
at  United  States  Ford,  as  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  who  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
at  the  fords  above  the  Rapidan,  and  were  ap- 
proaching-Ely's  and  Germ  ana  Fords  on  the  latter 
river.  I  proceeded  to  obey  these  directions,  and 
*  ordered  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  move  his 
brigade  to  Chancellorsville.  Upon  arriving  at 
Chancellorsville  at  midnight,  I  found  that  Briga- 
dier-General Mahone  had  already  occupied  that 
place  with  the  troops  from  the  United  States 
Ford,  having  left  a  regiment  from  his  own  and 
five  companies  of  the  Ninth  Mississippi  regiment 
from  Posey's  brigade,  to  hold  the  ford  as  long  as 
possible.  I  learned  also  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  and  Germana  Fords, 
capturing,  after  a  very  obstinate  resistance,  the 
greater  part  of  a  working  party  and  picket  which 
had  been  stationed  at  the  latter  place.  After 
consultation  with  Brigadier-Generals  Mahone  and 
Posey,  and  an  examination  of  the  position  at 
Chancellorsville,  I  decided  upon  falling  back  from 
that  place  to  the  point  on  the  plank  road  at 
which  the  old  mine  road  crosses  it ;  and  this  was 
done  early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  of 
April  —  Wright's  brigade,  which  had  arrived  at 
daylight,  and  the  force  which  had  been  left  at 
United  States  Ford,  being  withdrawn  at  the  same 
time.  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades  retired 
from  Chancellorsville  by  the  plank  road  and 
Mahone's  by  the  old  turnpike.  Whilst  they 
were  moving  off,  and  before  the  pickets  had  been 
called  in,  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  under  cover 
of  fog  and  rain,  dashed  upon  the  picket  on  the 
Ely's  Ford  road,  and  captured  a  part  of  one 
company.  They  subsequently  attacked  the  rear 


guard  of  Mahone's  brigade,  but  were  so  effectual- 
ly repulsed  that  we  were  no  further  annoyed  by 
them  during  the  movement.  Upon  arriving  at 
the  intersection  of  the  old  mine  and  plank  roads, 
I  met  Colonel  W.  P.  Smith,  chief  engineer,  army 
Northern  Virginia,  and  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
engineer  corps,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  com- 
manding General  to  examine  the  position  and 
establish  the  line  of  intrenchments.  The  work 
of  intrenching  was  commenced  immediately  after 
the  line  had  been  selected,  and  was  continued 
with  great  diligence  and  activity  throughout  that 
day,  the  night  following,  and  the  early  part  of  the 
next  morning.  During  the  day  there  were  occa- 
sional skirmishes  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  who 
had  followed  from  Chancellorsville.  In  the  after- 
noon, Colonel  Owens,  commanding  the  Third 
regiment  Virginia  cavalry,  joined  me  with  his 
regiment,  and  threw  out  pickets  to  the  front  and 
upon  each  flank. 

A  little  before  sunrise  on  the  first  of  May, 
Major-General  McLaws  having  come  up  with  his 
division,  strengthened  the  force  immediately  in 
front,  and  secured  our  right  flank  by  occupying 
the  trenches  along  Motte  Run.  At  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  arrived.  By 
his  orders  the  work*  on  the  trenches  was  discon- 
tinued, and  the  troops  were  put  in  readiness  for 
an  advance.  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brigades, 
which  had  been  left  above  Fredericksburg,  being 
at  the  same  time  ordered  to  join  their  division. 
The  advance  commenced  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 
Mahone's  brigade  with  Jordan's  battery  of  Alex- 
der's  battalion  leading  the  movement  on  the  old 
turnpike,  and  Wright's  and  Posey's  brigades, 
with  the  other  batteries  of  Alexander's  battalion, 
leading  on  the  plank  road.  Colonel  Owens's 
regiment  of  cavalry  was  employed  in  reconnoi- 
tring these  roads  and  others  diverging  from  them. 
When  the  troops  on  the  plank  road  had  advanced 
about  two  miles,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in 
considerable  force.  They  opened  on  us  with  ar- 
tillery, and  seemed  determined  to  resist  our  fur- 
ther progress.  Brigadier-General  Wright  was 
directed  to  follow,  with  his  brigade,  the  line  of  the 
unfinished  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  rail- 
road, to  threaten  their  right,  and  to  compel  them 
to  fall  back.  This  was  executed  with  spirit  and 
rapidity,  and  the  enemy  fell  back  with  precipita- 
tion before  our  advance,  which  was  resumed  soon 
afterwards.  General  Wright  continued  to  follow 
the  line  of  the  railroad  without  opposition  until 
he  arrived  at  the  Catharine  or  Wellford's  fur- 
nace, where  he  had  a  sharp  encounter  with  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Darkness  put  a 
stop  to  this  conflict  without  any  decided  results 
having  been  attained,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night. 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson,  he  returned  to  the  plank  road,  along 
which  Posey's  brigade  had,  in  the  mean  time,  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments  around  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade,  in  like  manner,  fought  its  way  alqng  the 
old  turnpike  to  a  point  about  one  mile  from 
Chancellorsville.  Wilcox's  and  Perry's  brigades, 
in  coming  up  from  Fredericksburg,  had  been  di- 
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reeled  to  follow  the  old  turnpike,  and  during  the 
afternoon  had  cooperated  with  McLaws's  division. 

A  little  before  daylight,  on  the  second  of  May, 
Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  to  resume  the  posi- 
tion at  Bank's  Ford  from  which  it  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

The  night  of  the  first  and  morning  of  the  sec- 
ond of  May  passed  quickly.  At  seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  Posey's  brigade  moved  a  little  to  the  rear  of 
the  line  of  battle,  having  been  relieved  by  that  of 
Brigadier-General  Thomas. 

When  Lieutenant-General  Jackson's  command 
moved  against  the  enemy's  right,  the  position  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  which  had 
been  held  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  was  taken  by 
Wright's  brigade.  At  midday  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  some  force  at  the  furnace.  Posey's 
brigade  was  sent  to  dislodge  him,  and  was  soon 
engaged  in  a  warm  skirmish  with  him.  The  in- 
creasing numbers  of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary 
to  move  Wright's  brigade  to  the  support  of  Posey's, 
and  Mahone's  was  at  the  same  time  moved  over 
from  the  old  turnpike  to  the  position  just  left  by 
Wright's.  Posey's  brigade  gallantly  maintained 
its  position  against  great  odds,  and  checked  the 
further  advance  of  the  enemy.  Perry's  brigade 
joined  me  at  dark.  During  the  night,  Posey's 
brigade  constructed  a  line  of  breastworks. 

At  daylight,  on  the  third,  Perry's  brigade  was 
directed  to  gain  the  Catharpin  road,  and  move 
towards  the  furnace.  At  sunrise,  when  it  was 
supposed  that  General  Perry  had  time  to  reach  the 
vicinity  of  the  furnace,  General  Posey's  skirmish- 
ers were  pushed  forward  towards  it,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  retired. 

Soon  afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
of  the  commanding  General,  my  whole  force  was 
advanced  towards  Chancellorsville.  Mahone's 
brigade  having  its  right  on  the  plank  road,  and 
Wright's,  Posey's,  and  Perry's  successfully  form- 
ing a  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to,  that  portion  of  the  plank  road  be- 
tween us  and  Chancellorsville.  The  troops  pressed 
forward  with  spirited  impetuosity,  and  with  as 
much  rapidity  as  was  permitted  by  the  dense 
thickets  and  tangled  abatis  through  which  they 
were  obliged  to  force  their  way.  After  a  short 
and  sharp  encounter  they  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  intrenchments.  Wright's  brigade  was  the 
first  to  reach  Chancellorsville,  at  which  place  it 
captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  The  other 
brigades  coming  up  immediately  afterwards,  the 
division  was  placed  in  line  along  the  old  turnpike 
to  the  east  of  Chancellorsville.  A  little  after  mid- 
day Mahone's  brigade  was  detached,  by  order  of 
the  commanding  General,  to  operate  with  Mc- 
clivision  against  the  enemy,  \vho  were  then 
reported  to  be  moving  from  Fredericksburg  up 
the  plank  road.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon I  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  instructions, 
with  Wright's,  Perry's,  and  Posey's  brigades,  to 
the  river  road,  below  United  States  Ford,  to 
watch  that  road,  and  to  threaten  the  enemy's  com- 
munications and  his  line  of  retreat  from  Chancel- 
lors ville.  Major  Hardaway,  with  fourteen  pieces 
of  rifle  artillery,  was  attached  to  my  command. 


Upon  arriving  at  the  river  road  I  found  the  en- 
emy strongly  posted  on  Mine  Run ;  and  when  I 
had  completed  a  reconnoissance  of  his  position  it 
was  too  late  to  effect  anything  that  evening.  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  of  the  engineer  corps,  who  accom- 
panied me,  having  discovered  large  parks  of  the 
enemy's  wagons,  and  the  camps  of  some  of  his 
troops,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  Major 
Hardaway  was  directed  to  post  his  guns  at  day- 
break on  the  fourth  at  a  point  indicated  by  Cap- 
tain Johnston,  and  to  open  a  hot  fire  upon  the 
parks  and  camps.  This  was  executed  as  directed, 
and  I  believe  with  good  effect.  Soon  afterwards 
our  skirmishers  were  pushed  forward,  with  orders 
to  drive  back  those  of  the  enemy,  and  to  discover 
his  position  and  strength.  This  was  accomplished 
without  delay,  the  enemy  being  found  in  force, 
fortifying  a  high  ridge  between  Mine  Run  and 
the  road  connecting  United  States  Ford  and 
Chancellorsville.  Just  at  this  time  I  received 
orders  to  inarch  with  my  division  towards  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  report  to  Major  General  McLaws, 
at  Salem  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  being  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  this  point  by  General  Heth's 
command.  I  arrived  at  Salem  Church  with  my 
command  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  reported,  as 
directed,  to  Major-General  McLaws.  At  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the 
commanding  General,  my  division  was  placed  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  Major-General  Ear- 
ly's,  which  was  occupying  Marye's  hill  and  the 
heights  extending  west  from  Fredericksburg. 
The  general  direction  of  the  enemy's  line  was 
parallel  with  the  plank  road.  At  six  o'clock  p.  M., 
the  signal  to  advance  being  given,  Early 's  division 
and  my  own  marched  rapidly  upon  the  enemy's 
position,  and  drove  him  from  it  without  much' 
trouble,  meeting  with  but  slight  resistance. 
Wright's  brigade  advanced  with  great  intrepidity 
across  a  wheat  field,  under  a  hot  fire  of  grape, 
and  drove  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  from  its 
position.  The  enemy  retreated  towards  Banks's 
Ford,  and  was  followed  closely  as  long  as  there 
was  light  enough  to  continue  the  pursuit.  At 
daylight  on  the  fifth,  reconnoitring  parties  dis- 
covered that  he  had  disappeared  from  our  side 
of  the  river.  At  four  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  or- 
ders to  return  with  my  command  to  the  vicinity 
of  Chancellorsville;  and  at  dark  I  halted  the 
head  of  the  column  one  mile  from  that  place ; 
Wilcox's  and  Wright's  brigades  lying  in  bivouac 
on  the  Catharine  road,  Mahone's,  Perry's,  and 
Posey's  on  the  plank  road.  At  eight  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  the  sixth,  the  division  was  moved  forward  to 
a  position  at  the  junction  of  the  Ely's  Ford  and 
United  States  Ford  roads.  At  eleven  o'clock  A.  M., 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  marched  towards  Fredericksburg,  and 
in  the  afternoon  returned  to  the  position  which 
had  been  occupied  by  the  division  previous  to 
these  operations.  Wilcox's  and  Mahone's  bri- 
gades, after  being  detached  from  my  command, 
participated  in  the  fight  at  Salem  Church.  I  can- 
not too  highly  commend  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  division  which  I  had  the  honor  and  good 
fortune  to  command.  Where  all  performed  their 
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duty  with  so  much  zeal  and  courage  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  make  a  distinction,  but  Brigadier- 
General  Posey,  and  his  brave,  untiring,  persever- 
ing Mississippians,  seem  to  me  to  deserve  especial 
notice.  Their  steadiness  at  the  furnace,  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  when  pressed  by  greatly  superior 
numbers,  saved  our  army  from  great  peril,  whilst 
their  chivalrous  charge  upon  the  trenches  on  Sun- 
day, contributed  largely  to  the  successes  of  that 
day.  After  three  days  and  nights  of  incessant 
occupation,  Saturday  night  was  again  passed  by 
them  in  hard  work  "upon  intrenchments  in  front 
of  the  furnace,  whilst  the  others  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  some  rest.  But  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  to  pass  un- 
noticed his  own  gallant  conduct,  and  that  of  his 
troops,  at  Salem  Church,  where  they  bore  almost 
the  whole  brunt  of  the  enemy's  onset,  and  suc- 
cessfully repelled  it.  To  Brigadier-General  Ma- 
hone,  to  omit  to  mention  his  bold,  skilled,  and 
successful  management,  so  well  seconded  by  his 
brave  Virginians;  to  Brigadier-General  Wright 
and  his  high-spirited,  fearless  Georgians,  whose 
attack  at  the  furnace,  on  the  evening  of  the  first, 
and  whose  unflinching  advance  against  the  ene- 
my's guns,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fourth,  excited  the  admiration  of 
all  who  saw  them ;  and  to  Brigadier-General 
Perry  and  his  heroic  little  band  of  Floridians,  who 
showed  a  courage  as  intrepid  as  that  of  any  others 
in  their  assault  upon  the  enemy,  in  his  intrench- 
ments, on  the  third,  and  in  their  subsequent  ad- 
vance upon  Chancellorsville.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garnett  and  Majors  Hardaway  arid  Richardson, 
commanders  of  artillery,  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  activity,  skill,  and  courage.  I  beg  leave, 
also,  to  mention  the  meritorious  services  and  gen- 
eral good  conduct  of  the  members  of  my  staff,  Ma- 
jors T.  S.  Mills  and  R.  P.  Duncan,  assistant  adju- 
tant and  inspector-generals,  Lieutenants  Wm. 
Me  Willie  and  S~  D.  Shannon,  aids-de-camp,  and 
Messrs.  R.  D.  Spaun,  James  G.  Spaun,  and 
E.  J.  Means,  volunteer  aids-de-camp.  Captain 
E.  N.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer:  Surgeons 
G.  McF.  Gaston  and  H.  D.  Feasee ;  Major 
J.  A.  Johnston,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Major 
Wm.  C.  Wingfield,  chief  commissary  of  the  di- 
vision, rendered  valuable  services  by  their  careful 
and  unremitting  attention  to  their  duties.  The 
reports  of  the  brigade  and  artillery  battalion  com- 
manders are  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The 
loss  of  the  division  in  these  operations  was,  killed, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six,  wounded,  one  thou- 
sand and  forty-nine,  missing,  two  hundred  and 
ten ;  total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
five.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  ANDERSON, 
Major-General,  commanding'  Division. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  McLAWS. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  May  10, 1863. 
Major  Taylor,  A.  A.  G.  : 

MAJOR:  On  the  first  of  May,  instant,  at  twelve 
and  a  half  o'clock  at  night,  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Kershaw,  Semmes,  and  Wofford  were  put  in 
march  up  the  plank  road,  by  order  from  your 


headquarters,  —  the  brigade  of  General  Barks- 
dale  remaining  in  Fredericksburg  and  vicinity,  — 
and  by  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  were  in  position 
behind  the  rifle-pits  about  Smith's  hill,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  right  and  left,  joining  General  An- 
derson's command  on  the  left,  to  defend  the 
approaches  from  the  United  States  Ford  and 
from  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  About 
eleven  A.  M.  General  Jackson,  who  had  arrived 
with  his  forces  and  assumed  command,  directed 
me  to  advance  along  the  turnpike  road,  having 
Mahone's  brigade,  of  Anderson's  division,  in  ad- 
vance. I  collected  my  own  division  as  rapidly  as 
possible  from  the  rifle-pits,  each  brigade,  as  it 
was  relieved,  falling  in  rear  of  the  others  as  they 
advanced  in  the  march.  After  proceeding  but  a 
short  distance  the  skirmishers  became  engaged. 
The  main  column  advancing  slowly,  until  the  en- 
emy, appearing  in  force,  it  was  deployed,  the  line 
of  battle  formed  across  the  turnpike  road  — 
Semmes's  brigade  on  the  left,  and  those  of  Ma- 
hone,  Wofford,  and  Perry,  of  Anderson's  divis- 
ion, in  the  order  here  named,  to  the  right,  ex- 
tending so  as  to  cover  the  mine  road ;  Jordan's 
battery  on  the  mine  turnpike.  Our  skirmishers 
were  driven  in.  Fire  was  opened  on  our  lines 
from  a  battery  four  or  five  hundred  yards  in  front ; 
and,  after  skirmishing  to  the  right  and  left,  the 
main  assault  was  made  on  the  left  against  Semmes 
by  Sykes's  regulars ;  but  they  were  repulsed  at 
every  attempt.  Before  the  first  assault  I  sent  to 
General  Jackson,  by  my  Aid-de-camp,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  in  my  immediate  front,  and 
were  advancing,  and  that  a  larger  force  could  be 
seen  along  the  heights,  about  one  mile  or  more 
to  the  rear,  and  that  the  country  was  favorable 
for  a  flank  attack  from  his  side.  After  the  first 
assault  I  received  answer  from  General  Jackson 
to  hold  my  position,  and  that  he  would  advance 
or  was  advancing  his  artillery,  and  if  that  did  not 
answer  he  would  endeavor  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
enemy.  General  Kershaw  coming  up,  his  bri- 
gade was  placed  in  support  of  General  Semmes, 
extending  beyond  his  left.  The  cavalry  reporting 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  along  the  mine 
road,  General  Wilcox's  brigade  was  ordered  and 
took  position,  guided  by  Captain  Johnson,  of 
General  Lee's  staff,  to  protect  my  right,  taking 
artillery  with  him.  General  Jackson's  artillery 
and  his  advance,  in  conjunction  with  the  failure 
of  the  attack  on  my  front,  forced  the  enemy  to  re- 
tire, when,  by  General  Jackson's  order,  my  whole 
line  advanced  in  the  same  order  as  they  had  been 
displayed,  as  above  stated.  The  order  to  advance 
was  received  at  four  P.  M.  My  line  halted  at 
dark  and  bivouacked  along  the  heights  just  be- 
yond the  point  where  the  Mine  Run  crosses  the 
turnpike.  The  next  morning,  the  second,  my 
line  of  battle  was  re-formed  along  the  heights,  in 
the  same  order  as  before,  excepting  that  General 
Wilcox  had  been  ordered,  during  the  night  pre- 
vious, to  return  to  Banks's  Ford  and  hold  that 
position,  it  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  moving  down  the  river  road,  and,  besides, 
were  making  demonstrations  to  cross  the  river  at 
that  ford.  Two  batteries  were  placed  on  the 
heights  between  General  Semmes  and  Wofford. 
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A  strong  line  of  skirmishers  was  advanced,  and 
were  constantly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy. 
General  Kershaw's  brigade  was  held  in  reserve. 
I  received  orders  from  General  Lee  to  hold  my 
position,  as  General  Jackson  would  operate  to  the 
left  and  rear.  Not  long  •  after,  I  was  directed  to 
replace  General  Posey's  brigade,  on  my  left,  by 
one  from  my  command,  and  General  Kershaw 
moved  to  that  position,  on  the  left  of  General 
Semmes.  Following  this  order,  I  was  directed  to 
send  the  brigades  of  Generals  Mahone  and  Perry 
to  the  left,  and  close  in  my  command  so  as  to 
connect  with  General  Anderson's  right  —  holding 
my  right  at  the  turnpike,  but  constantly  pressing 
to  the  left,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with 
General  Anderson,  to  do  which,  as  the  country 
was  broken  and  densely  wooded,  and  the  direc- 
tions constantly  changing,  I  ordered  the  two  bri- 
gades on  the  left,  Kershaw's  and  Semmes's,  to 
advance  by  battalion  from  the  left,  so  as  to  form 
a  broken  line,  but  still  covering  the  front  and 
forming  the  connection.  The  batteries  opened 
whenever  the  masses  of  the  enemy  on  the  hills  in 
my  front  offered  an  opportunity,  and  with  marked 
results.  My  orders  were  to  hold  my  position,  not 
to  engage  seriously,  but  to  press  strongly  so  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  that  General  Jackson  had 
attacked.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the  evenin_ 
that  it  was  known  General  Jackson  had  com- 
menced his  assault,  when  I  ordered  an  advance 
along  the  whole  line  to  engage  with  the  skirmish- 
ers, which  were  largely  reenforced,  and  to  threaten, 
but  not  attack  seriously,  in  doing  which  General 
Wofford  became  so  seriously  engaged  that  I  di- 
rected him  to  withdraw,  which  was  done  in  good 
order,  his  men  in  good  spirits,  after  driving  the 
enemy  to  their  intrenchments. 

As  General  Jackson  advanced,  the  enemy 
moved  in  front  of  two  batteries  on  my  line,  which 
opened  on  them  with  excellent  effect.  This  con- 
tinued until  darkness  prevented  any  further  efforts 
in  my  front. 

Generals  Kershaw  and  Semmes  had  been  press- 
ing to  the  left  and  front,  and  engaging  the  enemy 
with  their  skirmishers,  which  had  left  an  open 
space,  so  far  as  the  main  body  was  concerned,  be- 
tween my  right  and  centre,  of  considerable  dis- 
tance, but  the  skirmishers  of  General  Semmes, 
composed  of  the  entire  Tenth  Georgia  regiment, 
were  perfectly  reliable,  and  kept  the  enemy  to  their 
intrenchments,  so  there  was  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  an  advance  in  this  direction. 

May  3.  —  Nothing  occurred  during  the  night 
save  the  magnificent  display  caused  by  the  night 
attack  of  General  Jackson.  My  skirmishers,  well 
to  the  front,  and  strong  in  number,  engaged  the 
enemy  as  (Jay  advanced.  The  batteries  were 
run  forward,  and  played  upon  the  masses  of  the 
enemy,  in  good  range,  producing  much  confusion  ; 
finally,  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  forces  on  my 
left  forced  the  enemy  to  give  way  from  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  our  troops  could  be  seen  advancing 
across  the  plain.  General  Wofford  threw  a  por- 
tion of  his  command  across  the  valley  between 
him  and  the  Chancellorsville  heights,  and  thus 
prevented  the  escape  of  a  considerable  body  of 


the  enemy  which  had  been  opposed  to  this  brigade, 
and  to  his  left  and  front,  during  the  morning.     I 
directed  a  flag  of  truce  to  be  sent  them,  and  they 
surrendered.     I  think  General  Wofford  entitled 
to  the  most  credit  for  their  capture,  although  the 
Tenth  Georgia,    General    Semmes,  and   General 
Wright,   of  Anderson's   division,    claimed    their 
share  equally.     Kershaw  and  Semmes,  bearing  to 
the  left  to  cooperate  with  General  Anderson,  to 
unite  with  the  two  wings  of  the  army,  had  now 
swept  around  to   the   plains  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  directed  them  to  march  down  the  plank  road 
and  unite  with  General  Wofford's  left.     As  this 
was  in  the  act  of  accomplishment  information 
was   received   that  the   enemy   had  carried    the 
heights  about  Fredericksburg,  and  were  advan- 
cing up  the  plank  road.     General  Lee  here  rode 
up  and  ordered  that  the  brigades  of  Generals  Ma- 
hone  and  Kershaw  should  march  at  once  towards 
Fredericksburg,  with  Moody's  battery,  to  meet 
the  enemy ;  and  after  these  brigades  were  on  the 
march,  and  had  advanced  some  distance,  he  di- 
rected me  to  proceed  in  the  same  direction  with 
the  remainder  of  my  division,  which  was  done  so 
soon   as  the    brigades    could  be  formed.      On 
reaching  the  rifle-pits,  just  beyond  the  junction 
of  the  turnpike  and  mine  roads,  I  found  General 
Mahone's  brigade   along   the  rifle-pits,  General 
Kershaw  halted  along  the  road,  General  Wilcox's 
brigade  was  marching  to  the  front.     I  ordered 
them  all  forward ;  but  as  I  was  here  informed  that 
the  enemy  were  in  considerable  force  going  down 
the  telegraph  road,  and  as  I  thought  that  it  was 
perhaps  their  intention  to  march  forward  by  the 
plank  and  mine  roads,  which  came  together  just 
beyond  the  junction  of  the  plank  and  turnpike 
roads,  now  in  my  rear,  I  halted  General  Wofford, 
with  directions  to  watch  the  mine  road  on  his 
right.     I  then  rode  on,  and  found  General  Wil- 
cox  with  his  brigade  in  line  across  the  plank  road 
at  Salem  Church,  General  Kershaw  forming  on  his 
right  and  General  Mahone  on  the  left.     I  directed 
General  Mahone  still  more  to  his  left,  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  placed  General 
Semmes  to  the  immediate  left  of  General  Wilcox. 
General  Wofford  was  ordered  forward,  and  placed 
on  the  right  of  General  Kershaw.     The  batteries 
which  I  "had  brought  with  me  had  been  engaged 
all  the  morning,  and  had  but  little  ammunition 
left.     They  had  been  ordered  back  in  su»ch  haste 
that  there  was  no  time  for  them  to  replenish  their 
chests  ;  but  they  engaged  the  enemy  until  their 
supplies  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  then  with- 
drew, and  were  posted  in  the  rear  to  command 
the  ground  on  the  flanks  and  front.    The  batteries 
of  the  enemy  were  admirably  served,  and  played 
over  the  whole  ground.      Before  my  command 
was  well  in  position  the  enemy  advanced,  driving 
in  our  skirmishers,  and  coming  forward  with  loud 
shouts,  endeavored  to  force  the  centre,  (Wilcox's,) 
and  the  left  centre,  (General  Semmes's,)  extend- 
ing the  attack  somewhat  to   Mahone's   brigade. 
Dne  of  Wilcox's  regiments  gave  way,  and,  with 
the  skirmishers  running,  had  created  a  little  con- 
usion;    but   General  Wilcox  himself  soon  cor- 
rected this,  and  re-forming  his  men,  charged  the 
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enemy,  in  conjunction  with  two  regiments  of 
Semmes's  brigade,  led  by  General  Semmes,  and 
drove  them  back  for  a  considerable  distance.  I 
now  strengthened  the  left  of  Mahone's,  which  was 
strongly  threatened,  with  two  regiments  from 
Wofford's  brigade,  (on  the  right,)  and  closed 
General  Kershaw  to  the  left,  strengthening  the 
centre,  supposing  that  the  attack  would  be  re- 
newed ;  but  no  other  assault  was  attempted ;  and 
as  night  drew  on  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides, 
and  my  command  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  this  engagement,  three  or  four  hundred  were 
taken  and  about  the  same  number  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  buried.  Just  previous  to  the  as- 
sault I  sent  my  inspecting  officer,  Major  Costin, 
to  try  and  communicate  with  General  Early,  and 
to  bring  back  information  as  to  his  position  and 
designs,  and  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction.  A  courier  late  in  the  night  brought 
me  a  note  from  General  Early,  informing  me  that 
he  would  concentrate  his  forces  in  the  morning 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  heights,  Marye's 
hill  included.  I  sent  his  note  to  General  Lee, 
who,  approving  it,  I  forwarded  it  to  General 
Early,  who,  on  the  next  morning  carried  the 
heights,  with  but  little  opposition.  After  this, 
General  Early  sent  me  word  by  his  staff  again, 
that  if  I  would  attack  in  front,  he  would  advance 
two  brigades  and  strike  at  the  flank  and  rear  of 
the  enemy.  I  agreed  to  advance,  provided  he 
would  first  attack,  and  did  advance  my  right,  — 
Kershaw  and  WofTord  —  to  operate  with  him, — 
but  finding  my  force  was  insufficient  for  a  front 
attack  I  withdrew  to  my  line  of  the  evening  pre- 
vious, General  Early  not  attacking  as  I  could  hear. 
In  the  mean  while  I  had  informed  General  Lee  of 
the  plan  proposed,  and  asking  for  an  additional 
force.  I  was  informed,  in  reply,  that  the  remain- 
der of  General  Anderson's  division  had  been 
ordered  forward.  I  then  directed  that  no  attack 
should  be  made  until  General  Anderson  arrived. 
General  Lee  came  in  person  to  superintend  the 
movement,  arriving  about  the  same  time  with 
General  Anderson's  head  of  column.  General 
Anderson  was  ordered  to  the  rigM  with  his  three 
brigades.  My  understanding  was  that  the  troops 
of  my  own  division  and  the  brigades  of  Wilcox 
and  Mahone  were  to  continue  in  line,  facing  the 
enemy,  and  those  of  General  Early  and  three 
brigades  of  General  Anderson  were  to  attack  their 
right  and  rear.  Orders  were  given  that  my  troops 
on  the  right  —  Kershaw  and  Wofford  —  should 
advance  after  it  was  known  that  the  attack  on  the 
right  had  commenced,  which  would  be  indicated 
by  the  firing  in  that  direction.  I  was  on  the  right 
of  my  line,  straightening  it,  and  extending  to  the 
right,  when  notice  was  given  that  the  attack  would 
shortly  be  made  by  Generals  Early  and  Anderson, 
and  that  Colonel  Alexander,  who  had  established 
a  strong  battery,  on  a  prominent  hill,  which  com- 
manded one  of  nearly  equal  force  on  the  other 
side,  which  would  take  my  line  in  reverse,  and, 
in  a  measure,  enfilade  it,  should  open  fire.  The 
orders  were  given  at  once.  Alexander  opened  his 
batteries,  and  Generals  Kershaw  and  Wofford  ad- 
vanced to  the  front  through  a  dense  woods.  Dis- 


tant firing  in  the  direction  of  Frederick  sbm'g  was 
heard,  indicating  that  the  attack  had  commenced 
on  the  extreme  right.  Night  now  came  rapidly 
on,  and  nothing  could  be  observed  of  our  opera- 
tions. It  being  reported  to  me,  from  Mahone's 
position,  that  the  noise  of  crossing  on  the  pontoon 
bridge  at  Banks's  Ford  could  be  heard,  I  sent  to 
Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  throw  snells 
so  as  to  drop  them  as  near  as  possible  about  the 
crossing,  which  was  promptly  done.  Shortly 
afterwards,  General  Kershaw's  arrival  on  the 
plank  road  was  reported  to  me,  and  I  requested 
General  Wilcox  to  assume  the  direction  of  it, 
and  with  such  a  portion  of  his  own  brigade  as  he 
thought  necessary,  proceed  down  the  Banks's 
Ford  road,  taking  a  battery  with  him,  to  press  the 
enemy,  seize  the  redoubts  suitable  for  shelling  the 
crossing,  and  open  fire  with  the  batteries,  all  of 
which  was  done  in  a  most  prompt  manner,  Gen- 
eral Wilcox  being  acquainted  with  the  localities, 
of  which  I  knew  nothing  except  by  report. 

I  was  as  yet  ignorant  whether  or  not  the  attack 
upon  the  right  had  been  a  success,  but  the  noise 
of  their  passage  over  the  pontoon  bridges  con- 
vincing me  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  retreat,  I 
thought  it  best  to  press  on  in  pursuit.  After 
these  orders  had  been  given,  and  were  in  execu- 
tion, I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Lee,  dated  ten  P.  M.,  from  Downman's  house,  in- 
forming me  of  the  success  of  the  attack  on  the 
right,  and  his  desire  that  the  enemy  should  be 
pushed  over,  the  river  that  night.  Wofford's 
brigade  advanced  as  far  as  the  river  road,  enga- 
ging the  enemy  as  he  went,  and  driving  them 
before  him,  and  halted  for  the  night  beyond  the 
river  road,  extending  his  pickets.  Wilcox  and 
Kershaw  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them,  and  occupied  the  redoubts  commanding  the 
ford  and  its  approaches,  and  opened  fire  with  ar- 
tillery in  that  direction.  As  my  troops  advanced, 
I  sent  to  Colonel  Alexander,  requesting  him  to  fire 
on  the  approaches  from  the  other  side  only,  as  I 
did  not  wish  to  risk  his  shells  dropping  among 
our  troops  ;  he  did  as  requested,  and  the  fire  from 
all  the  batteries  is  reported  by  citizens  about  the 
ford  as  producing  great  confusion,  and  as  being 
very  destructive.  The  enemy  throwing  away  their 
arms  and  breaking  ranks,  fled  across  the  river  in 
the  greatest  disorder.  As  evidence  of  which,  the 
accompanying  report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  picked  up  by  my  own  division,  on  this  side 
of  Salem  Church,  shows  how  complete  must  have 
been  the  demoralization.  The  darkness  of  the 
night,  ignorance  of  the  country,  and  of  the  events 
transpiring  on  the  other  end  of  the  line,  prevented 
that  cooperation  which  would  have  led  to  a  more 
complete  success,  but  I  believe  that  all  was  gained 
that  could  have  been  expected  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  enemy  had  several  batteries  —  six- 
teen guns  —  in  front  of  the  left  of  my  line,  sweep- 
ing every  approach  from  my  left.  I  am  not 
informed  when  they  were  withdrawn,  but  I  sup- 
pose they  were  immediately  after  dark.  By  the 
next  morning  the  enemy  had  retired  from  this 
side  of  the  river,  and  my  command  was  employed 
in  burying  the  dead,  attending  to  the  wounded, 
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and  collecting  arms  and  accoutrements.  I  received 
orders  during  the  morning  to  assemble  my  divis- 
ion, send  General  Anderson's  brigades  to  rejoin 
him,  and  to  send  an  intelligent  officer  to  the  posi- 
tion of  General  Heth,  at  or  near  the  junction  of 
the  river  and  mine  roads,  to  inform  himself  of  the 
points  to  be  occupied,  and  if  General  Heth  had 
left,  to  replace  him  by  the  brigades  of  General 
Mahone  and  another  of  my  own.  But  afterwards, 
in  conversation  with  General  Lee,  he  directed  me 
to  move  one  of  my'  brigades  (General  Kershaw) 
to  relieve  General  Heth.  The  brigade  was  already 
in  motion;  and  I  joined  with  it  and  went  to  Gen- 
eral Heth's  position.  The  march  was  not  delayed 
for  a  moment,  as  the  brigade  did  not  halt  even 
'once,  and  it  arrived  at  its  destination  before  the 
storm.  General  Heth's  main  command  was  posted 
in  rear  of  the  rifle-pits,  which  had  been  con- 
structed two  or  three  hundred  yards  on  the  plank 
road  side  of  the  junction  of  the  river  and  mine 
roads,  with  smaller  bodies  more  to  the  front.  His 
men  and  officers  had  their  shelter  and  other  tents 
pitched,  and  there  were  no  indications  of  his  mov- 
ing on  my  arrival.  I  think  he  received  orders 
after  my  arrival  to  move  when  I  arrived.  Gen- 
eral Kershaw  had  relieved  him,  and  was  in  position 
before  the  storm  commenced.  General  Heth  in- 
formed me  that  the  strength  of  the  three  brigades 
under  his  command  was  about  nineteen  hundred 
aggregate,  which  was  not  so  numerous  as  the 
single  brigade  of  General  Kershaw.  Colonel 
Wickham  offered  his  services  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ferent crossings  on  the  river,  and  I  rode  down  the 
river  road  with  him.  A  terrible  storm  of  wind  and 
rain  delayed  my  return  to  my  headquarters  until 
between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I 
learned  that  General  Semmes  had  been  ordered 
to  join  General  Kershaw.  The  next  morning 
early  I  rode  to  the  position  of  Generals  Kershaw 
and  Semmes,  and,  advancing  the  skirmishers  and 
scouts,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  gone  over 
the  river.  Shortly  after,  I  received  orders  to  re- 
tire to  my  former  position  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg,  leaving  a  brigade  (Wofford's)  atBanks's  Ford. 

The  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
in  my  division,  are,  — 

Kershaw,  .  .  104,  of  which   2  are  missing. 

Barksdale,  .  592,  of  which  327  are  missing, 
besides  14  officers. 

Semmes,    .  .  603,  of  which   26  are  missing. 

"Wofford,    .  .  562,  of  which   9  are  missing. 

Artillery,  .  .     28,  of  which  2  are  missing. 

1,889 

My  Inspector-Qeneral  reports  over  twelve  hun- 
dred prisoners  taken.     Very  respectfully, 
L.  McLAws, 

Major-General. 
REPORT   OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  EARLY. 

HEADQUARTERS  EARLY'S  DIVISION,  May  7, 1863. 
Major  W.  If.   Taylor,  A.  A.  (?.,  Army  Northern 

Virginia : 

MAJOR  :  About  daylight,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  the  enemy  crossed  at  the  mouth  of  Deep 
Run,  and  later  near  Pratt's  house,  below.  On  receiv- 


ing information  of  the  first  movement,  I  immediately 
moved  my  division  into  line  on  the  railroad,  the 
right  resting  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  the  left 
at  Deep  Run,  and  occupied  the  river  road  in 
front  with  three  regiments,  and  thus  kept  the 
enemy  from  advancing  to  that  road.  The  residue 
of  the  troops  having,  in  the  mean  time,  been 
brought  up  on  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  I 
received  instructions  from  Lieutenant-General 
Jackson  to  remain  behind  with  my  division  and 
one  of  McLaws's  brigades,  (Barksdale's,)  to  observe 
the  enemy,  while  the  residue  of  the  troops  were 
removed  to  the  left.  General  Pendleton,  with  a 
portion  of  his  reserve  artillery,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Andrews,  with  his  battalion  of  artillery, 
was  also  left  behind.  My  division  and  Andrews's 
artillery  occupied  the  lines  on  the  right,  and 
Barksdale's  brigade  and  Pendleton's  artillery  oc- 
cupied Fredericksburg  in  the  rear. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  second  instant, 
instructions  were  received  from  General  Lee, 
through  General  Chilton,  to  leave  a  brigade  be- 
hind as  a  guard,  and  move  with  the  residue  up  to 
Charicellorsville ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  could  get 
ready,  I  commenced  the  movement,  leaving  be- 
hind Hays's  brigade  and  one  of  Barksdale's  regi- 
ments. A  portion  of  General  Pendleton's  artil- 
lery, under  like  instructions,  was  sent  to  the  rear. 
After  I  had  commenced  the  movements,  and  had 
reached  the  plank  road,  and  moved  the  head  of 
the  column  up  it  about  a  mile,  information  was 
received  from  the  rear  of  such  character  as  to 
cause  me  to  turn  back  and  occupy  the  former  line 
as  before. 

About  light,  on  next  morning,  (Monday,  the 
third,)  I  received  information  from  General 
Barksdale  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  a  bridge 
across  at  Fredericksburg ;  and  I  immediately 
sent  Hays's  brigade  from  the  right  to  his  support. 
In  a  short  time  the  enemy  commenced  making 
demonstrations  from  the  mouth  of  Deep  Run  and 
Fredericksburg.  All  his  efforts  to  attack  the  left 
of  my  line  were .  thwarted,  and  one  attack  on 
Marye's  hill  was  repulsed.  The  enemy,  however, 
sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Colonel  Griffin,  of  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment,  who  occupied 
the  works  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  hill  with  his 
own  and  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi  regiment, 
which  was  received  by  him  imperfectly,  and  it 
had  barely  returned  before  heavy  columns  were 
advanced  against  the  position,  and  the  trenches 
were  carried  and  the  hill  taken.  A  large  portion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiment  and  a  part 
of  the  Twenty-first  being  taken  prisoners,  and  a 
company  of  the  Washington  artillery,  with  its 
guns,  were  captured.  After  this,  the  artillery  on 
Lee's  hill  and  the  rest  of  Barksdale's  infantry, 
with  one  of  Hays's  regiments,  fell  back  on  the 
telegraph  road.  Hays,  with  the  remainder,  being 
compelled  to  fall  back  up  the  plank  road  as  he 
was  on  the  left.  Having  received  information,  I 
hastened  up,  and  succeeded  in  halting  the  artillery 
and  infantry,  and  checked  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  had  the  brigades  on  the  right  thrown 
back  into  the  second  line  ;  and,  upon  the  arrival 
of  Hays's  brigade,  which  came  around  from  the 
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plank  road,  and  three  regiments  of  Gordon's, 
which  had  been  sent  for  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the 
disaster,  a  line  was  formed  across  the  telegraph 
road  at  Cox's  house,  about  two  miles  back  of 
Lee's  hill.  Having  received  information,  late  in 
the  day,  that  McLaws  was  moving  down,  and  that 
the  enemy,  who  had  passed  heavy  columns  up  the 
plank  road,  through  Fredericksburg,  was  to  be 
attacked  by  his  forces  and  mine  in  connection,  I 
concentrated  all  my  force  at  Cox's  house,  which 
was  not  accomplished  until  after  night,  having 
previously  informed  General  McLaws  of  my  in- 
tention to  attack  Marye's  hill  next  morning,  on 
the  right  and  advance,  extending  my  left  so  as  to 
close  in  on  him.  Early  next  morning  I  threw 
Hoke's  and  Hays's  brigade  across  Hazle  Run,  to 
move  down  towards  the  right,  and  advance  Gor- 
don's brigade  towards  Marye's  and  Lee's  hills, 
followed  by  Smith's  and  Barksdale's  brigades. 
Gordon  succeeded  in  capturing  Marye's  hill  with 
ease,  aided  by  Colonel  Andrews's  artillery,  and 
vBarksdale's  brigade  was  thrown  into  the  trenches 
in  front  of  the  hill,  arid  Smith's  brigade  moved 
across  Hazle  Run,  and  a  line  formed  facing  up 
the  plank  road,  on  the  plain  between  Marye's 
hill  and  the  heights  on  the  plank  road,  and  at 
Taylor's  house.  I  then  waited  to  hear  from 
McLaws,  but  hearing  no  sound  of  an  engagement 
in  that  direction,  I  felt  the  enemy  with  Smith's 
brigade,  and  finding  that  he  had  artillery  on  the 
heights  in  front  of  my  right,  I  ordered  the  brigade 
to  retire,  and  sent  to  General  McLaws  requesting 
him  to  turn.  In  return,  I  received  information 
that  Anderson's  division  was  moving  down,  and 
that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  at  a  signal.  Sub- 
sequently I  was  sent  for  by  General  Lee,  and 
having  received  his  instructions,  at  the  signal 
agreed  on,  Hays's,  Hoke's,  and  Gordon's  brigades, 
which  had  been  placed  in  position,  were  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy.  Hays  advancing  in 
the  centre,  from  the  foot  of  the  hill  opposite  the 
mill  and  Hazle  Run ;  Hoke  on  the  left,  advancing 
across  the  hill  on  which  Downman's  house  is 
'situated,  and  below  it,  and  Gordon  on  the  right 
up  the  hills  on  the  north  of  the  plank  road, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them.  This  movement 
was  commenced  very  late,  and  Hays's  and  Hoke's 
brigades  were  thrown  into  some  confusion  by 
coming  in  contact  after  they  crossed  the  plank 
road,  below  Guest's  house ;  and  it  becoming  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  our  troops  from  those  of  the 
enemy  on  account  of  the  growing  darkness,  they 
had,  therefore,  to  fall  back  to  re-form,  which  was 
done  on  the  plain  below  Guest's  house.  Gordon's 
brigade  got  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank 
near  Taylor's  house,  and  took  its  position  there. 
Barksdale's  brigade  had  been  left  at  Marye's  hill, 
and  Smith's  in  position  on  the  left  of  it,  to 
strengthen  Barksdale,  or  reenforce  the  others  as 
occasion  might  require,  and  two  regiments  were 
ordered  up  while  Hays's  and  Hoke's  were  being 
re-formed.  After  seeing  General  Lee  at  night, 
Hoke's  brigade  was  placed  in  line  on  the  left  of 
Gordon,  and  Hays  was  ordered  to  take  position 
in  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  Marye's 
hill,  and  Smith's  regiments  sent  back  to  join  the 
residue  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  that  hill. 


The  loss  in  my  division  during  all  the  time 
from  the  crossing  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
killed,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  wounded, 
and  some  five  hundred  are  reported  missing,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  are,  in  all  probability,  strag- 
glers. This  does  not  include  the  loss  in  Barks- 
dale's  brigade  and  the  artillery. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Major-General,  commanding1. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  STUART  OF  CAVALRY 
OPERATIONS. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  / 
A.  N.  V.,  May  8,  1803.     } 

Brigadier-  General  R.  N.  Ohilton,  A.  A.  and  I. 

General  Army  N.  Virginia : 

GENERAL  :  In  anticipation  of  the  detailed  re- 
ports, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
sketch  of  the  operation  of  the  cavalry  immediate- 
ly preceding  and  during  the  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness and  Chancellorsville.  The  enemy  had 
more  than  a  week  previously  concentrated  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  (two  or  three  divisions)  along  the 
line  of  the  upper  Rappahannock,  whose  attempt 
to  hold  a  footing  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
had  been  repulsed  with  loss  by  the  two  brigades 
with  me,  commanded  respectively  by  Brigadier- 
Generals  Fitzhugh  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee.  Finally, 
infantry  appeared  at  Kelley's  Ford  and  Rappahan- 
nock Bridge,  but  were  so  inactive  that  thus  far 
there  was  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  supposi- 
tion that  their  appearance  was  a  feint.  About  dark, 
however,  on  Tuesday  night*  April  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy  crossed  below  the  bend  of  the  river 
at  Kelley's,  in  boats,  opposite  our  videttes,  and,  be- 
fore the  force  posted  to  defend  the  ford  could  be 
sent  to  that  point,  had  crossed  in  such  numbers 
as  to  make  any  attempt  at  resistance  futile.  The 
party  crossing  at  once  threw  over  a  pontoon 
bridge,  and  moved  directly  up  the  river,  compel- 
ling our  forces  to  abandon  the  ford  at  Kelley's,  and 
severing  our  communication  with  the  lower  pick- 
ets. General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  near  Brandy,  on 
receiving  this  intelligence,  sent  a  regiment  (Thir- 
teenth Virginia  cavalry)  at  once  to  meet  the  ad- 
vance of  infantry,  which  was  checked  a  mile 
above  Kelley's.  I  received  information  of  this 
move  about  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Culpeper,  and 
made  arrangements  to  have  the  entire  cavalry  and 
artillery  force  in  Culpeper  on  the  ground  at  day- 
light the  next  morning,  directing,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  enemy  be  so  enveloped  with  pickets 
as  to  see  what  route  he  took  from  Kelley's  and 
keep  him  in  check.*  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  se- 
lected a  fine  position  between  Brandy  and  Kelley's, 
and  awaited  the  advance,  General  Fitz  Lee  being 
held  in  reserve  at  Brandy,  with  a  regiment  at 
Stevensburg.  The  enemy  did  not  make  a  serious 
advance  towards  our  position,  though  Chambliss, 
with  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  was  skirmishing  all 
the  forenoon  with  the  enemy's  infantry. 

About  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  I  received  a  report 
from  the  pickets  towards  Madden's  that  the  ene- 

*  In  this  report  I  have  endeavored  to  describe  the  vari- 
ous operations  of  the  cavalry,  without  detailing  the  result 
of  the  various  contests. 
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my  was  moving  a  large  infantry  force  in  that  di- 
rection. Leaving  Chambliss  in  front  of  the  enemy 
where  I  then  was,  I  marched  the  remainder  of  the 
command,  Fitz  Lee  in  advance,  directly  to  Mad- 
den's,  where  we  pierced  the  enemy's  column,  while 
marching,  and  scattered  it,  taking  possession  of 
the  road  and  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners, 
which  enabled  us  to  develop  their  strength  and 
designs,  as  we  captured  prisoners  from  three  army 
corps:  the  Eleventh,  (Howard's,)  Twelfth,  (Sl-o- 
cum's,)  and  the  Fifth,  (Mead's,)  and  soon  after 
learned  that  the  column  had  marched  direct  for 
Germana  Ford.  These  items  were  telegraphed 
to  the  commanding  General.  Colonel  J.  Lucius 
Davis,  near  Beaver  Dam,  had  been  telegraphed 
early  that  day  to  move  his  forces  at  once  to  oc- 
cupy and  hold  the  Rapidan  Fords,  but  I  had  no 
assurance  that  the  order  would  be  obeyed  with 
sufficient  promptness  to  accomplish  the  object, 
and  as  there  was  no  cavalry  on  the  left  flank  of 
the  main  army,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to 
move  round  to  get  in  front  of  the  enemy  moving 
down  upon  Fredericksburg,  delay  him  as  much  as 
possible,  and  protect  our  left  flank ;  besides, 
while  in  the  execution  of  this  design,  I  received 
instructions  from  the  commanding  General  to  give 
necessary  orders  about  public  property  along  the 
railroad,  and  swing  around  to  join  his  left  wing, 
delaying  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in  his 
march.  The  brigade  of  General  Fitz  Lee  was 
put  en  route,  in  a  jaded  and  hungry  condition,  to 
Raccoon  Ford,  to  cross  and  move  round  to  the  ene- 
my's front.  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  the  two 
regiments,  the  Seventh  and  Thirteenth,  under  his 
command,  was  directed  to  move  by  way  of  Cul- 
peper,  to  take  up  the  line  of  the  upper  Rapidan, 
and  look  out  for  Gordonsville  and  the  railroad. 
Couriers  had  been,  by  direction,  sent  to  Ely's  and 
Germana  to  notify  our  parties  there  of  the  ene- 
my's advance,  but  were  captured,  and  consequent- 
ly the  parties  at  those  points  received  no  notice. 
By  the  good  management  of  Captain  Collins, 
however,  (now  Major  Fifteenth  Virginia  cavalry,) 
the  enemy  was  checked  for  some  time  at  Germa- 
na, and  his  wagons  and  implements  saved,  though 
some  of  his  men  were  captured.  A  strong  party 
of  sharpshooters  was  left  to  hold  the  road  of  the 
enemy's  march  as  long  as  possible,  and  these  fol- 
low on,  which  was  done,  the  party  maintaining 
their  position  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
the  enemy  advanced  and  compelled  them  to  re- 
tire. Despatches  captured  showed  that  trains  of 
wagons  and  droves  of  cattle  accompanied  the  ex- 
pedition, and  the  men  were  already  supplied  with 
five  days  rations  in  haversacks.  These  items 
placed  it  beyond  doubt  that  the  enemy  was  mak- 
ing a  real  movement  to  turn  Fredericksburg. 
Crossing  the  Rapidan  that  night,  the  main  body 
of  cavalry  was  halted  to  rest  a  few  hours,  having 
marched  more  than  half  the  night,  and  one  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Owen,  was  sent  on  to  get  between 
the  enemy  and  Fredericksburg  and  impede  his 
progress.  Early  the  next  day,  (Thursday,  April 
thirtieth,)  Owen  having  reached  the  Germana  road, 
on  the  Fredericksburg  side,  kept  in  the  enemy's 
front,  while  the  remainder  kept  on  the  enemy's 


I  right  flank,  opened  on  his  column  at  Wilderness 
!  tavern,  delaying  his  march  until  twelve  M.,  and 
causing  several  regiments  of  infantry  to  deploy 
in  line  of  battle  to  meet  us.  Hearing  that  the 
enemy  had  already  reached  Chancellorsville  by 
the  Ely's  Ford  road,  I  directed  my  march  by  Todd's 
tavern  for  Spottsylvania  Court-House.  Night 
overtook  us  at  Todd's  tavern,  and  anxious  to 
know  what  the  commanding  General  desired  me 
to  do  further,  I  left  the  command  to  bivouac  here, 
and  proceeded  with  my  r.taft'  towards  his  head- 
quarters, near  Fredericksburg,  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded a  mile  before  we  found  ourselves  confront- 
ed by  a  party  of  the  enemy  double  our  own, 
directly  in  our  path.  I  sent  back  hastily  for  a 
regiment,  which,  coming  up,  (Fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry, Colonel  Tyler,)  attacked  and  routed  the 
party.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  another  body  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  came  in  rear  of  the  Fifth. 
Receiving  notice  of  this,  I  gave  orders  to  with- 
draw the  Fifth  from  the  road,  and  sent  for  the 
brigade  to  push  on  at  once.  This  was  done,  and 
by  the  bright  moonlight  a  series  of  charges  routed 
and  scattered  this  expedition,  which  had  penetrat- 
ed to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Spottsylvania  Court- 
House.  It  has  been  since  ascertained  that  this 
expedition  was  by  no  means  an  insignificant  af- 
fair, and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  this  cavalry 
on  the  spot,  and  its  prompt  and  vigorous  action, 
might  have  resulted  disastrously.  Artillery^,  as 
well-  as  trains,  were  passing  Spottsylvania  unpro- 
tected at  the  time.  With  very  little  rest,  without 
waiting  for  rations  or  forage,  this  noble  little 
brigade,  under  its  incomparable  leader,  were  in 
the  saddle  early  the  next  morning,  and  moving  on 
Jackson's  left  flank  during  the  entire  day,  (May 
first),  and  swinging  around  to  the  left  to  threaten 
the  enemy's  rear.  On  the  morning  of  May  second, 
the  cavalry  of  this  brigade  was  disposed  so  as  to 
clear  Jackson's  way  in  turning  the  enemy's  right 
flank  and  to  cover  the  movement  of  this  corps, 
masking  it  on  its  right  flank.  This  was  done 
most  successfully,  driving  off  the  enemy's  cavalry 
whenever  it  appeared,  and  enabled  Jackson  to  sur- 
prise the  enemy.  In  the  subsequent  operations  at- 
tending the  battle  and  glorious  victory,  the  cavalry 
did  most  essential  service  in  watching  our  flanks, 
and  holding  the  Ely's  Ford  road  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  Wickham  and  Owen  being  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  horse  artillery  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
fantry in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  leading  the 
attack  of  artillery.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  the  brave  men  who  thus  bore  fatigue, 
hunger,  loss  of  sleep,  and  danger  without  a  murmur. 
The  operations  of  Brigadier-General  W.  H.  F.  Lee, 
with  his  handful  of  men,  are  embraced  in  the  mem- 
tiranda  furnished  by  him.  His  report  is  not  only 
satisfactory,  but  gives  evidence  of  sagacity  and 
good  conduct  throughout,  and  of  great  efficiency  on 
the  part  of  his  command.  The  result  shows  that 
the  disposition  made  of  these  two  commands  was 
absolutely  necessary.  Jones's  brigade  was  entirely 
out  of  reach,  and  Hampton  was  south  of  James 
river  recruiting.  That  Stoneman,  with  a  large 
cavalry  force,  was  allowed  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart  of  the  State,  though  comparatively  harm- 
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less  in  results,  is  due  to  the  entire  inadequacy  in 
numbers  of  the  cavalry  of  the  army  -of  Northern 
Virginia.  The  enemy  has  confronted  us  with  at 
least  three  divisions  of  cavalry,  more  or  less  con- 
centrated, which  we  oppose  with  one  division, 
spread  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Alleghany  ; 
yet,  had  not  the  approach  of  a  battle  below  made 
it  neccessary  to  divide  the  force  of  the  two  Lees, 
I  feel  very  confident  that  Stoneman's  advance 
would  have  been  prevented,  though  with  great 
sacrifice  of  life,  owing  to  disparity  of  numbers.* 
With  the  commanding  General,  who  is  aware  of 
all  the  facts,  we  are  content  to  rest  our  vindica- 
tion, if  the  pursuit  of  the  plain  path  of  duty  need 
vindication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHNSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION,  ; 
August  25,  1863.     \ 

Major  Clias.  Marshall: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  Brigadier- 
General  R.  E.  Colston's  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville. 

It  will  be  observed  that  General  Colston's  re- 
port is  very  full,  embracing  the  operations  of  the 
different  brigades  in  detail. 

None  of  the  brigade  commanders  who  com- 
manded in  the  battle  are  present;  three  were 
killed,  and  the  other,  Brigadier-General  H.  C. 
Nichols,  permanently  disabled. 

If  General  Colston's  report  is  not  sufficiently 
full  for  your  purposes,  please  inform  me,  and  I  will 
forward  reports  from  senior  officers  present,  who 
participated  in  the  battle. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  JOHNSON, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  COLSTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  COLSTON'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
May  28,  1862.     J 

Major  A.  8.  Pendleton,  -Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral : 

SIR  :  As  commander  of  Trimble's  division  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  on  the  second 
and  third  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  that  division. 
This  report  would  have  been  forwarded  before  but 
for  the  fact  that,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of 
the  division,  and  being  no  longer  in  command  of 
it,  I  did  not  receive  all  the  brigade  returns  until 
yesterday. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  the  divisions  re 
ceived  orders  to  march  from  their  camps  at  Moss 
and   Shinker's    Necks   to    Hamilton's    Crossing. 
They  reached  this  point  in  the  evening,  and  re- 
mained there  until  May  first.     Orders  were  then 

*  A  Belgian  officer  of  General  Carl  Schurz's  staff  was 
captured,  who  represented  that  the  Eleventh  corps  was  cer- 
tainly across  ;  how  much  more  was  to  follow  he  could  nol 
tell,  but  thought  that  the  force  altogether  in  this  column 
was  about  twenty  thousand.  He  seemed  frank  and  honest 
as  well  as  communicative. 


received  to  march  in  a  direction  leading  towards 
Chancellorsville.  The  march  was  continued  until 
night,  and  resumed  early  the  next  morning  upon 
the  plank  road  leading  to  Orange  Court-House. 
Arriving  at  the  point  where  Generals  Anderson's 
and  McLaws's  divisions  were  in  position,  we  turned 
;o  the  left  by  a  roa'd  leading  by  Catherine  fur- 
nace to  the  Brook  road,  and  thence  to  the 
Orange  and  Fredericksburg  plank  road,  which 
,ve  followed  to  the  Germana  junction.  Here  the 
first  brrgade,  under  General  Paxton,  was  de- 
;ached  from  the  division,  and  ordered  to  report 
;o  Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee  of  the  cavalry. 
This  brigade  was  not  engaged  during  the  evening 
of  the  ^second,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  division  until 
next  morning.  The  rest  of  the  division  moved 
on  together  with  the  corps,  until  they  had  reached 
point  west  of  Wilderness  Church,  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  enemy's  right  flank. 

About  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  May  second,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  line  of  battle  near  the  "  Luck- 
ett  house,"  perpendicular  to  a  road  which  passes  on 
by  Wilderness  Church,  and  merges  into  the  plank 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  After  receiving 
several  orders  and  counter  orders,  which  caused 
some  delay,  my  line  was  finally  formed,  my  three 
brigades  being  nearly  all  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
Colston's  brigade  being  on  the  right  under 
Colonel  Warren,  Jones's  brigade  next,  and  Nichols 
on  the  extreme  left.  My  line  was  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  the  rear  of  General  Rodes,  who  was 
in  the  first  line,  and  orders  were  received  that  when 
any  portion  of  the  first  line  needed  reinforcements, 
the  officer  commanding  this  position  would  call 
for  and  receive  aid  from  the  portion  of  the  line 
in  his  rear,  without  referring  the  order  to  division 
commanders. 

Orders  to  advance  were  received  at  six  o'clock 
precisely,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  enthu- 
siasm against  the  enemy.  In  a  few  moments  the 
action  opened  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, two  pieces  of  Stuart's  horse  artillery  in  the 
road  supporting  our  infantry  with  their  fire. 
Notwithstanding  the  tangled  and  very  difficult 
character  of  the  woods,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
enemy,  our  troops  advanced  with  great  rapidity, 
driving  the  enemy  like  chaff  before  them,  but  not 
without  loss  to  themselves.  The  division  had 
advanced  but  a  short  time,  not  more  than  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes,  and  the  battle  had  hardly  more 
than  commenced,  when  General  Rodes  called 
upon  Colonel  Warren  to  support  him.  The 
troops  of  my  division  had  pressed  on  so  ardently 
that  they  were  already  within  a  few  steps  of  the 
first  line,  and,  in  some  places,  mixed  up  with  them. 
The  second  and  third  brigades,  commanded  by 
General  J.  R.  Jones  and  Colonel  Warren,  pushed 
on  with  and  through  the  first  line,  and  they  were 
the  first  to  charge  upon  and  capture  the  first  line 
of  intrenchments  of  the  enemy  which  were  in  an 
open  field  beyond  the  Wilderness  Church.  This 
they  did  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry. 

A  large  number  of  prisoners  and  two  pieces  of 
artillery  were  taken  here  by  the  Second  brigade, 
Captain  W.  S.  Hannah,  of  the  Fiftieth  Virginia 
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regiment,  being  the  first  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
these  pieces,  and  Color- Sergeant  Pickle,  of  the 
same  regiment,  planting  his  colors  over  them.  At 
the  same  time,  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  Third  bri- 
gade, whose  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Warren, 
had  fallen,  severely  wounded,  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore, and  which  was  now  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia. 
We  continued  to  drive  the  enemy  before  us  until 
darkness  prevented  our  farther  advance.  The 
firing  had  now  ceased,  owing  to  the  very  difficult 
and  tangled  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
troops  had  advanced,  and  the  mingling  of  the 
first  and  second  lines  of  battle,  the  formation  of 
the  troops  had  become  very  much  confused,  and 
different  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  were 
mixed  up  together.  In  order  to  be  ready  to  renew 
the  conflict  at  daylight,  it  was  necessary  to  re-form 
them  in  proper  order,  and  a  portion  of  General  A. 
P.  Hill's  troops  having  moved  to  the  front,  I 
ordered  the  different  brigades  of  my  division  to 
form  near  the  log  hospital,  which  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  wounded,  and  to  draw  a  fresh  supply 
of  ammunition.  The  Fourth  brigade  was  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  the  others  on  the 
right.  The  First,  which  had  been  detached  in  the 
evening,  not  having  yet  rejoined,  was  some  dis- 
tance in  the  rear.  The  troops  were  hardly  re- 
formed and  placed  in  position,  when  the  enemy 
opened,  about  ten  o'clock,  a  furious  fire  of  shot, 
shell,  and  canister,  sweeping  down  the  plank  road 
and  the  woods  on  each  side.  A  number  of  artil- 
lery horses,  some  of  them  without  drivers,  and  a 
great  many  infantry  soldiers,  belonging  to  other 
commands,  rushed  down  the  road  in  wild  disorder  ; 
but  although  many  casualties  occurred  at  this 
time  in  my  division,  the  troops  occupied  their 
positions  with  the  utmost  steadiness.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  General  Nichols,  of  the  Louisiana 
brigade,  (Fourth),  a  gallant  and  accomplished  offi- 
cer, had  his  left  leg  torn  off  by  a  shell,  and  was 
carried  off  the  field.  The  command  of  his  bri- 
gade devolved  on  Colonel  J.  M.  Williams,  who, 
during  the  following  clay,  discharged  with  zeal 
and  gallantry  the  duties  of  brigade  commander. 
It  was  also  about  the  same  time  that  our  great, 
and  good,  and  ever  to  be  lamented  corps  com- 
mander fell  under  the  fire  of  some  of  the  men  of 
General  Lane's  brigade.  A  desultory  firing  con- 
tinued at  irregular  intervals  during  the  night,  and 
the  wearied  troops  had  but  small  opportunity  to 
obtain  the  repose  which  was  so  needful  for  the 
task  of  the  next  day.  General  J.  R.  Jones,  owing 
to  the  ulcerated  condition  of  one  of  his  legs,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  field  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  Colonel  T.  S.  Garnett  assumed  command  of 
his  brigade. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  orders  were  given 
to  the  division  to  form  at  right  angles  to  the 
plank  road,  near  the  log  house  occupied  as  a 
hospital  by  the  enemy.  Colston's  and  Jones's 
brigades  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  Paxton's 
and  Nichols's  on  the  left,  in  second  line.  As  soon 
as  it  was  broad  daylight  the  battle  commenced 
with  fury.  Our  troops  advanced  from  the  breast- 


works, running  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road, 
and  charged  the  enemy  up  the  hills,  but  were 
driven  back  by  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  re- 
enforced.  Colston's  brigade,  under  Colonel  T.  V. 
Williams,  immediately  advanced  to  the  support 
of  the  first  line,  and  became  hotly  engaged. 
Colonel.  T.  V.  Williams  being  wounded,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  who  succeeded  him 
in  command  of  the  brigade  being  killed,  the  com- 
mand devolved  first  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thurston,  Third  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  he 
being  wounded,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  First 
North  Carolina,  assumed  command.  Here  Colonel 
McDowell,  First  North  Carolina  regiment,  was 
wounded,  and  Major  Stover,  Tenth  Virginia  regi- 
ment, was  killed.  By  this  time  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  very  strong  force  towards  the  right 
of  our  line  and  of  the  breastworks,  and  were  about 
outflanking  us  on  the  right.  Seeing  this  danger, 
I  sent  Mr.  Grogan,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  to 
order  Paxton's  brigade  to  move  by  the  right  flank 
across  the  road,  and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the 
engineers,  was  sent  with  an  order  to  Jones's  bri- 
gade, under  Colonel  Garnett,  to  advance  towards 
the  right  from  their  position,  a  little  in  the  rear 
in  reserve.  This  was  a  most  critical  moment." 
The  troops  in  the  breastworks,  belonging  mainly 
(I  believe)  to  General  Pender's  and  General 
McGowan's  brigades,  were  almost  without  ammu- 
nition, and  had  become  mixed  with  each  other, 
and  with  fragments  of  other  commands.  They 
were  huddled  up  close  to  the  breastworks,  six  and 
eight  deep.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  line 
was  steadily  advancing  on  our  front  and  right, 
almost  without  opposition,  until  I  ordered  the 
troops  in  the  breastworks  to  open  fire  upon  them. 
At  this  moment,  Paxton's  brigade  having  moved 
by  the  right  flank  across  the  road,  and  then  by 
the  left  flank  in  line  of  battle,  advanced  towards 
the  breastworks.  Before  "reaching  them,  the  gal- 
lant and  lamented  General  Paxton  fell ;  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia 
regiment.  The  brigade  advanced  steadily,  and 
the  Second  brigade  moved  up  at  the  same  time. 
They  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
back  in  confusion.  It  was  at  and  beyond  these 
breastworks  that  the  division  sustained  the  most 
severe  loss,  the  nature  of  the  ground  being  such 
that  the  enemy  had  a  plunging  fire  upon  us,  and 
sent  destruction  upon  all  that  occupied  the  slope 
of  the  hill  on  which  we  were.  Here  fell  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  Garnett,  commanding  Jones's  bri- 
gade, leaving  Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Vir- 
ginia, in  command.  Here  Major  McKim,  of 
division  staff,  was  killed  while  most  gallantly 
cheering  on  the  men.  Major  Hoffman  and  Mr. 
Grogan,  of  the  same  staff,  were  wounded.  All 
these  officers  having  remained  mounted  with  and 
near  the  division  commander  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff,  and  having  their  horses  killed 
under  them. 

For  a  time  the  tide  of  battle  fluctuated ;  the 
three  brigades  of  this  division  making  several  dis- 
tinct charges,  and  being  driven  back  by  superior 
numbers,  until  at  last  the  enemy  were  compelled 
to  abandon  their  works  near  the  Chancellor  house. 
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About  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  coming  into  bat- 
tery helped,  finally,  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and 
the  conflict  was  virtually  over  at  this  point,  and 
the  firing  ceased.  In  the  mean  while  a  very  sharp 
fire  on  the  left  of  the  road  announced  that  the 
Louisiana  brigade  was  hotly  engaged.  I  ordered 
part  of  the  troops  in  the  breastworks  to  march  by 
the  left  flank  to  their  support,  and  General  Col- 
quitt's  brigade  coming  up  at  the  same  time,  was 
ordered  by  General  Stuart  to  proceed  in  the  same 
direction.  These  forces  arrived  on  the  left  just  in 
time.  The  Louisiana  troops,  who  had  been  fight- 
ing gallantly  for  a  long  time  without  support,  and 
whose  ammunition  was  almost  entirely  exhausted, 
were  falling  back,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry.  The  arrival  of  the  reen- 
forcements  enabled  them  to  stop  their  retrograde 
movement,  and  the  whole  line  advanced  together, 
and,  delivering  a  few  well-directed  volleys,  the 
enemy  was  forced  to  retreat.  It  was  now  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  enemy  was  driven  beyond 
Chancellorsville.  The  troops  of  my  division  were 
almost  entirely  without  ammunition,  having  ex- 
pended all  their  own,  besides  a  large  quantity  of 
Yankee  ammunition.  They  were  accordingly  with- 
drawn to  the  rear,  and  supplied  with  fresh  ammu- 
nition and  with  rations,  of  which  they  stood  in 
freat  need,  and  their  shattered  ranks  were  re- 
)rmed. 

No  further  movements  took  place  until  about 
three  o'clock.  At  this  time  I  received  an  order  to 
report  in  person  to  General  Lee.  Upon  my  doing 
so,  the  General  ordered  me  to  form  my  division 
perpendicular  to  the  road  leading  from  the  Chan- 
cellorsville house  towards  the  United  States 
Ford,  to  throw  forward  skirmishers,  and  to  ad- 
vance for  the  purpose  of  feeling  and  ascertaining 
the  enemy's  position,  not  of  taking  his  batteries. 
To  this  he  added,  that  the  road  turned  to  the 
right  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  but 
that  I  would  probably  meet  opposition  before  I 
got  there.  I  accordingly  formed  my  troops  on 
both  sides  of  the  road,  Nichols's  and  Colston's 
brigades  being  on  the  left  and  Jones's  and  Pax- 
ton's  on  the  right.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hinrichs, 
of  the  engineers,  to  advance  with  the  skirmishers 
and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  The  com- 
mand was  then  given  for  the  division  to  move 
forward.  Hardly  had  they  advanced  a  few  paces, 
when  a  terrific  fire  of  shell  and  .canister  was 
opened  by  the  enemy,  from  a  battery  of  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  ordered  a  section  of  Napo- 
leon guns  to  advance  up  the  road  and  reply  to  the 
enemy's  fire.  There  was  no  other  spot  than  the 
road  in  which  they  could  be  placed,  and  that  was 
too  narrow  to  allow  a  larger  number  of  pieces  to 
be  put  in  battery.  Finding  that  they  would  be 
speedily  silenced,  and  probably  with  useless  loss 
of  life  and  material  by  \he  enemy's  superior  artil- 
lery, I  ordered  them  back  after  a  few  rounds.  In 
the  mean  time,  perceiving  some  confusion  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  I  proceeded  there  and  found  the 
Tenth  Louisiana  regiment  exposed  to  a  perfect 
storm  of  grape  and  shell,  and  rapidly  giving  away. 
Seconded  by  my  Aid,  Lieutenant  Tosh,  and  by  the 
gallant  exertions  of  the  officers  of  this  regiment, 


whose  conduct  deserves  the  highest  praise,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  arresting  this  retrograde  movement,  in 
spite  of  the  enemy's  continued  fire ;  but  the  car- 
nage in  this  small  regiment  was  great  —  in  less 
than  two  minutes,  fifty  officers  and  men  fell, 
killed  and  wounded,  by  my  side,  including  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Leggett,  who  was  instantly  killed 
by  a  shell.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  suffered 
in  a  less  degree,  some  portions  having  advanced 
inside  of  the  point  where  the  enemy's  shot  were 
falling.  By  this  time  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  occupied  a  formidable  position  ;  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  planted  in  baYbette  at  the 
top  of  the  first  hill,  and  a  line  of  intrenchments, 
occupied  by  infantry,  stretched  out  on  each  side 
of  the  artillery,  occupying  a  front  much  wider 
than  that  of  my  division.  Another  line  of  infan- 
try, preceded  by  skirmishers,  was  drawn  up  out- 
side of  the  works.  To  advance  in  the  face  of 
such  a  force,  with  a  division  so  much  reduced  as 
mine  was,  would  have  been  only  to  insure  its  de- 
structiqn,  and  would  have  been  contrary  to  the 
instructions  I  had  received  from  the  General 
commanding.  I  accordingly  reported  to  General 
Stuart,  who  was,  for  the  time,  my  immediate  com- 
mander, that  my  division  was  not  able  to  attack, 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  I  was  then  ordered  by  him  to  place  my 
division  in  some  intrenchments  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  enemy ;  the  division  was  moved 
at  night  to  a  position  in  prolongation  of  General 
Rodes's  line,  and  the  position  was  fortified  during 
the  next  day  and  night.  On  Monday  and  Tues- 
day occasional  skirmishing  took  place  with  the 
enemy. 

In  reconnoitring  his  position  and  ascertaining 
his  movements  important  service  was  rendered 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  T.  Colston,  of  the 
Second  Virginia,  and  Captain  William  Randolph 
and  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of  the  engineers. 

The  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  forces  across 
the  river,  two  brigades  of  this  division,  Colston's 
and  Jones's,  remained,  the  first  at  United  States 
Ford,  and  the  latter  near  Chancellorsville,  and 
collected  upon  the  battle-field  vast  quantities  of 
arms,  ordnance,  &c.,  which  were  sent  on  to  Guiney 
Station  and  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Communication 
was  opened  with  the  enemy  by  flag  of  truce  ;  and, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Lee, 
they  were  allowed  to  move  all  their  wounded,  and 
also  the  bodies  of  several  of  their  officers  who  had 
fallen  in  the  battle.  These  duties  being  com- 
pleted, the  two  brigades  above  mentioned  re- 
turned to  the  neighborhood  of  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  I  returned  to  the  command  of  my  own 
brigade  on  the  twentieth  instant. 

Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well  and  so  com- 
pletely, it  becomes  impossible  to  mention  all  those 
who  exhibited  great  gallantry.  That  the  troops 
of  this  division  did  perform  their  duty  well  and 
completely,  is  evidenced  by  the  bloody  roll  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  killed,  and  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-two 
wounded,  making  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  casualties,  not  counting  the  very  slightly 
wounded,  in  a  division  which  went  into  action 
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with  little  more  than  six  thousand  men,  is  a  larger 
percentage  than  that  of  any  other  division  in  the 
late  battle.  Although  placed  in  second  line  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  it  is  an  indubitable 
fact  that,  before  it  had  made  progress  many  min- 
utes, both  on  Saturday  and  on  Sunday,  the  troops 
of  this  division  had  passed  into  and  repeatedly 
through  and  beyond  the  first  line.  And,  without 
any  desire  to  detract  from  the  just  fame  of  other 
commands,  I  feel  confident  that  much  of  the  credit 
due  to  the  prowess  of  Trimble's  division  has  been 
attributed  to  others.  The  unusal  proportion  of 
officers  who  fell,  —  the  fact  that  the  four  brigades 
lost  eight  brigade  commanders,  three  of  them  killed 
and  the  rest  disabled,  and  that  out  of  the  division 
staff"  one  was  killed  and  two  were  wounded,  —  all 
this  shows  that  all,  of  every  rank,  bore  their  part 
well  in  this  great  battle. 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  report  without 
mentioning,  more  particularly,  first  the  names  of 
some  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  gallant  dead. 
Paxton,  Garnett,  and  Walker  died  heroically  at 
the  head  of  their  brigades.  The  chivalrous  Duncan 
McKim,  of  General  Trimble's  staff,  fell  while  con- 
ducting reinforcements  to  repel  the  enemy.  Major 
Stover,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leggett,  Tenth  Louisiana,  and  many  others,  fell  to 
rise  no  more.  Colonel  Warren,  Tenth  Virginia ; 
Colonel  T.  V.  Williams,  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  ; 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thurston,  Third  North 
Carolina,  wounded  while  commanding  the  Third 
brigade,  deserve  special  mention  for  their  gal- 
lantry. Also  Colonel  Funk,  Fifth  Virginia  ; 
Colonel  Vandeventer,  Fiftieth  Virginia ;  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brown,  First  North  Carolina,  and 
Colonel  J.  M.  Williams  Tenth  Louisiana,  on 
whom  the  command  of  the  First,  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  brigades  devolved  respectively.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Withers,  of  Forty-second  Vir- 
ginia; Major  White,  Forty-eighth  Virginia ;  Cap- 
tain Buckner,  Forty-fourth  Virginia  ;  Captain 
Mosely,  Twenty-first  Virginia ;  Major  Perkins  and 
Captain  Kelly,  commanding  Fiftieth  Virginia,  and 
Captain  Samuel  J.  C.  Moore,  acting  adjutant- 
general  to  Jones's  brigade,  are  mentioned  for  gal- 
lant conduct  by  their  brigade  commanders.  Also, 
Lieutenant  C.  J.  Arnell,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Captain  Henry 
Kyd  Douglass,  inspector  of  this  brigade,  to  whose 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  I  am  also  an  eye-wit- 
ness. Colonel  H.  K.  Edmundson,  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Virginia,  severely  wounded  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  also  deserves  special  mention. 
Of  the  conduct  of  the  division  staff  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly.  Major  Hoffma;i  and  Mr. 
Charles  Grogan  were  both  severely  wounded 
while  nobly  discharging  their  duties.  Captain  W. 
Carvel  Hall,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  not 
only  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  but  discharged 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  position,  both  during 
and  after  the  battle,  with  a  zeal  and  ability  worthy 
of  all  praise  ;  as  did  also  Lieutenant  Hinrichs,  of 
the  engineers,  who  acted,  during  the  battle,  as 
Aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  James  T.  Tosh,  my  own 
Aid-de-camp,  behaved  with  a  daring  and  bravery 
which  cannot  be  surpassed,  and  aided  me  materi- 
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ally  more  than  once  in  .rallying  and  pushing  for- 
ward some  portions  6f  the  line,  momentarily 
wavering  under  the  superior  numbers  and  wither- 
ing fire  of  the  enemy. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of 
the  skilful,  zealous,  and  able  manner  in  which  Dr., 
R.  F.  Coleman,  division  surgeon,  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office.     I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  COLSTON, 

Brigadier-General. 
Official  copy : 

R.  W.  HUNTER,  A.  A.  G., 

Johnson's  Division. 
REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GENERAL  W.  H.  F.  LEE. 

Thursday,  April  3Qt7i.  —  Marched  from  Culpep- 
er  to  Rapidan  station  with  Ninth  and  Thirteenth 
Virginia  cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  ;  left 
one  squadron  in  Culpeper,  which  fell  back  on  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  joined  me  at  Rapi- 
dan. Enemy  appeared  that  evening. 

Friday,  May  1st.  —  Engaged  all  day  with  one 
or  two  brigades  of  cavalry.  One  charge  made  by 
Colonel  Beale  with  one  squadron,  to  draw  them 
out,  took  thirty  prisoners,  but  could  not  bring 
them  off;  was  pressed  very  hard.  Received  or- 
ders from  General  Lee  to  burn  the  bridge  and  fall 
back  to  Gordonsville ;  burnt  the  bridge,  but  held 
my  position  all  day.  Enemy  commenced  moving 
towards  night  in  force  on  my  left.  Withdrew  at 
night  and  marched  towards  Gordonsville. 

Saturday,  May  2d. —  Reached  Gordonsville  at 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M. ;  heard  on  my  arrival  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  were  at  Trevillian's  De- 
pot and  Louisa  Court-House  ;  sent  the  Ninth  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  in  that  direction ;  their  videttes  were 
driven  in  by  the  enemy.  The  Ninth  regiment 
charged  and  drove  them  three  miles,  killed  and 
wounded  a  number,  and  took  thirty-two  prisoners. 
One  Lieutenant  and  four  prisoners  taken  represent- 
ed  three  different  regiments.  My  loss  was  three 
or  four  wounded.  Went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Ninth  with  the  Thirteenth  regiment  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery  ;  met  Colonel  Beale  falling  back ;  took 
a  position  and  waited  their  approach.  They  did . 
not  advance.  Learned  that  General  Stoneman. 
with  his  whole  corps  was  at  Louisa  Court-House, 
moving  towards  James  River  ;  supposed  that  his, 
object  was  to  tear  up  the  railroad  ;  night  coming 
on,  my  men  and  horses  being  wearied  out  by  four 
days'  fighting  and  marching,  I  left  my.  pickets 
out  and  withdrew  to  Gordonsville. 

Sunday,  May  3d.  —  Received  information  from 
my  scouts  that  the  enemy  were  leaving  Louisa, 
and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Columbia.    Know- 
ing their  object  was  to  destroy  the  aqueduct,  I. 
started   after    them.      Arrived   there   at   night ; 
heard  that  they  had  left  in  a  great  hurry  ;  pur- 
sued  all   night.     At  daybreak,  having  travelled . 
sixty  or   seventy  miles,  the  enemy,  being   three 
hours  ahead  of  me,  halted.     My  videttes  reported 
the  enemy  about  one  mile  in  advance ;  had  ex- 
changed words ;  they  said  they  belonged  to  the 
Fifth  regulars;  knew  the  party.  I. was  pursuing, 
was  Wyndham's. 


274 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-64. 


Monday,  May  4th.  —  Started  forward  and  came 
upon  him  drawn  up  in  the" road.  One  squadron 
of  the  Ninth  was  ahead  a  few  hundred  yards ; 
charged ,-  the  enemy  charged  at  the  same  time  ; 
fought  hand  to  hand  for  four  or  five  minutes  ; 
routed  the  party ;  killed  six,  wounded  a  num- 
ber, and  took  thirty  three  prisoners,  among  them 
Captain  Owens  and  Lieutenant  Buford.  Captain 
Owens  reported  that  his  regiment  was  not  all 
present,  but  that  he  was  on  picket ;  that  General 
Buford  was  only  three  miles  distant.  My  horses 
and  men  being  jaded,  and  having  only  about 
eight  hundred  men,  I  determined  not  to  pursue. 
•Continued  back  to  Gordonsville,  having  travelled 
some  seventy  or  eighty  miles. 

Tuesday,  May  5th.  —  Rested,  having  sent  out 
scouting  parties.  Heard  by  telegram  from  Rich- 
mond that  the  enemy  were  everywhere. 

Wednesday,  May  6th.  —  Having  received  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  were  recrossing  the  rail- 
road, moved  down  upon  his  left  flank ;  came  upon 
his  rear  at  North  Anna  River ;  took  some  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  prisoners.  Their  rear  guard  had 
crossed  the  river  and  torn  up  the  bridge.  It  had 
been  raining  all  day  and  the  river  was  past  ford- 
ing. Hearing  that  this  was  only  one  party,  and 
that  another  column  was  moving  lower  down, 
went  in  that  direction  ;  found  they  had  all  crossed 
the  North  Anna,  and  destroyed  the  bridges  be- 
hind them.  Moved  that  night  in  the  direction  of 
Louisa  Court-House.  Bivouacked  in  three  miles 
of  Court-House. 

Thursday,  May  1th.  —  Went  to  Trevillians  and 
fed.  Moved  on  at  three  P.  M.  for  Orange  Court- 
House  ;  arrived  at  eight  A.  M.  Scouts  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Rapidan. 

W.  H.  F.  Lee, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  FENDER. 
CAMP  GRKGG,  VA.,  May  14, 1863. 
Brigadier- General  H.  Heth,  commanding  A.  P. 
Hill's  Division : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Having  arrived  up- 
on the  right  of  the  enemy's  position,  May  second, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  upon  the  left 
of  the  road  leading  to  Chancellorsville,  in  rear 
and  in  support  of  a  line  formed  by  part  of  Col- 
ston's division.  In  this  order  we  advanced  some 
distance,  when  orders  were  received  to  enter  the 
road  again,  and  push  on  by  the  flank,  in  which 
order  I  moved  until  reaching  the  advance  position 
of  our  troops.  Here,  after  my  men  were  subject- 
ed to  a  most  galling  and  destructive  shelling  from 
the  batteries  near  Chancellorsville,  I  moved  my 
regiments  in  to  the  left,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  right  resting  upon  the  road.  Before  I  had 
completed  my  formation  I  found  that  my  troops 
occupied  the  most  advanced  position  of  our  forces. 
Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the  front,  and  in 
this  position  we  remained  until  the  general  ad- 
vance was  ordered,  early  next  morning,  May  third. 
My  line  had  not  advanced  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  before  the  filing  became  very 


heavy ;  but  my  men  continued  to  advance,  and 
soon  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  were 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush. 
This  we  carried  without  once  hesitating.  Beyond 
the  breastworks  the  resistance  again  became. very 
obstinate,  as  if  we  had  come  in  contact  with  a  fresh 
line  ;  —  but  let  me  here  say  that  the  thickness  of 
the  undergrowth  very  much  obstructed  the  view 
of  operations  the  whole  of  this  day  ;  —  and  this,  in 
its  turn,  was  driven  back  after  a  short  contest ; 
but  farther  on  the  resistance  became  so  great 
from  their  infantry  force,  and  the  tremendous  fire 
from  artillery  on  my  right  regiments,  that  they 
were  forced  to  fall  back,  but  rallied  at  the  breast- 
works, about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  our 
rear.  My  left  regiment,  (Thirteenth  North  Caro- 
lina,) not  being  subjected  to  the  artillery  fire,  did 
not  fall  back,  but  continued  to  advance  for  a  long 
distance,  with  the  brigade  on  my  left ;  and  in  this 
advance  Lieutenant  Ireland,  Company  E,  Thir- 
teenth North  Carolina,  rushed  gallantly  forward 
and  captured  Brigadier-General  Hays  and  staff, 
who  were  endeavoring  to  escape.  Corporal  Mon- 
roe Robinson,  Company  A,  Thirteenth  North  Car- 
olina, also,  about  this  time,  chased  a  color-bearer 
so  closely  that  he  tore  off  the  colors  and  threw 
down  the  staff,  which  was  secured. 

After  the  other  four  regiments  fell  back  to  the 
breastworks  and  were  re-formed,  I  advanced 
again,  the  men  going  forward  with  alacrity  ;  but, 
after  penetrating  the  woods  about  the  same  dis- 
tance as  before,  had  to  fall  back  again.  This,  to 
some  extent,  was  unavoidable,  as  our  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road  had  been  driven  back  about  this 
time,  and  the  men  thus  found  that  the  enemy 
were  at  least  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  them 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  The  Thirteenth 
North  Carolina,  (on  the  left,)  after  advancing  a 
long  way  to  the  front,  was  finally  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  support  and  ammunition, 
which  it  did  in  good  order.  When  my  line  was 
forced  back  the  second  time,  supports  came  up, 
and  took  the  advance.  My  men  were  about  out 
of  ammunition,  broken  down  and  badly  cut  up, 
having  lost  about  seven  hundred  officers  and  men 
in  the  short  time  we  had  been  engaged.  What 
field  officers  were  left  collected  the  men,  after 
they  had  fallen  behind  the  front  line,  and  were 
engaged  at  different  times  during  the  fight. 
Knowing  the  ground  pretty  well  by  this  time,  I 
remained  in  the  fight  with  whatever  troops  came 
up,  until  about  the  close  of  the  action,  when  I 
very  readily  got  my  men  into  shape  again,  near 
the  spot  from  where  I  commenced  the  advance. 

I  can  truly,  say  that  my  brigade  fought  (May 
third)  with  unsurpassed  courage  and  determina- 
tion. I  never  knew  them  act  universally  so  well. 
I  noticed  no  skulking ;  and  they  never  showed  any 
hesitation  in  following  their  colors.  My  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  will  show  how  manfully  they 
fought  on  that  glorious  day.  After  having  wit- 
nessed the  fighting  of  nearly  all  the  troops  that 
fought  on  the  left  of  the  road,  I  am  satisfied  with 
my  own,  but  by  no  means  claiming  any  superior- 
ity. All  that  I  saw  behaved  as  heroes. 

Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  was 
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wounded,  and  thus  I  was  deprived  of  as  gallant  a 
man  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  service.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hyman,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  showed 
himself  a  true  and  gallant  officer.  Captain  Rog- 
ers, Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  gallantly  carried 
the  colors  of  his  regiment  for  some  time  after  re- 
ceiving a  wound  in  the  arm.  Adjutant  Walker, 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  also  received  high  com- 
mendation from  his  regimental  commander  for  his 
gallantry.  Lieutenant  Smith,  Company  B,  Thir- 
teenth North  Carolina,  has  been  frequently  rec- 
ommended for  promotion  for  gallant  conduct, 
but  thus  far  has  not  been  confirmed.  Being  fired 
upon  by  one  of  the  enemy,  he  rushed  forward  and 
killed  him  with  his  sword.  Lieutenant  William- 
son, also  recommended,  as  well  as  Lieutenant 
Smith,  continued  throughout  the  fight,  after  re- 
ceiving a  flesh  wound  through  the  thigh.  Col- 
onel McElroy  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stowe,  Six- 
teenth North  Carolina,  both  behaved  as  finely  as 
officers  could,  until  they  were  both  seriously 
wounded.  And  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning 
private  Wiggins,  of  the  same  regiment,  for  his 
gallantry  and  endurance.  After  being  on  skirmish 
or  picket  duty  for  three  days  and  nights,  he  vol- 
unteered to  go  out  again,  when  he  very  coolly  and 
deliberately  loaded  several  guns,  with  which  he 
killed  several  of  the  enemy.  It  is  with  great  sor- 


row that  I  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Cole  and  Major  Odell,  Twenty-second 
North  Carolina ;  two  finer  soldiers  or  more  gal- 
lant men  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  army.  They 
never  failed  me  on  any  occasion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ashford,  Lieutenants  Brown  and  Robin- 
son, Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  the  former  part 
of  the  time,  and  the  two  latter  all  the  time,  in 
charge  of  my  sharpshooters,  distinguished  them- 
selves very  much.  Colonel  Ashford  was  remarked 
for  his  gallantry  by  all ;  and  Lieutenant  Brown 
continued  with,  or 'in  charge  of,  the  sharpshooters 
for  several  days.  He  is  a  young  man  who  de- 
serves promotion.  He  kept  his  skirmishers  so 
close  to  the  enemy's  breastworks  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  as  to  pick  off  their  artillery  horses,  men 
working  on  their  trenches,  and  any  one  seen 
mounted.  He  drove  in  their  skirmishers  on  all 
occasions.  I  should  mention  that  Major  Mc- 
Lauchlin,  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  was  badly 
wounded,  while  behaving  most  gallantly.  Adju- 
tant Mclntire,  same  regiment,  is  also  spoken  of 
for  distinguished  conduct.  In  general  terms, 
my  officers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  acted  not 
only  well,  but  remarkably  so. 

The  following  table  will  show  my  loss.  Six 
out  of  ten  field  officers  were  killed  or  seriously 
wounded : 


List  of  Casualties. 


COMMAND. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  Men. 

1 
0 

"3 
N 

I 

Enlisted  Men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  Men. 

General  Staff,  

3 
2 
1 
2 

31 
14 

28 
17 
18 

11 

7 
7 
3 

7 

167 
66 
122 
107 
70 

1 

1 

6 
15 
14 
20 
11 

12 
10 
10 
4 
9 

198 
95 
164 
144 
99 

Thirteenth  North  Carolina  regiment,  

Twenty-second  North  Carolina  regiment,  .  .  . 
Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  regiment,  .... 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina  regiment,  .... 

Grand  total  «  

8 

108 

36 

532 

2 

66 

45 

710 

I  should  have  stated  that  Colonel  McElroy,  with 
his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina,  after 
getting  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
point  where  the  battle  opened  Sunday  morning, 
was  directed  to  report  to  General  Stuart,  who 
took  him  to  some  point  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
where  he  attacked  a  camp  and  routed  them,  when 
he  rejoined  me,  at  three  o'clock  A.  M.,  only  about 
two  hours  before  the  fight  opened,  having  been 
marching  all  day  and  night. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  W.  D.  FENDER, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT   OF   BRIGADIER-GENERAL   THOMAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  THOMAS'S  BRIGADE,  May  19, 1863. 
Captain  It.  II.  Finney,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
brigade  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hill,  on 


the  morning  of  May  second,  to  leave  its  position 
near  Chancellorsville,  on  the  right  of  the  plank 
road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Gordonsville,  and 
move  with  the  division.  In  accordance  with  which 
order  we  moved  with  the  division  a  few  miles, 
when  a  message  was  received  that  the  enemy  had 
attacked  and  were  threatening  to  capture  the  artil- 
lery and  wagon  train  of  the  division,  near  the 
foundery.  One  regiment  was  at  first  sent,  but  the 
danger  being  reported  to  be  most  imminent,  after- 
wards the  whole  brigade,  with  General  Archer's 
brigade,  returned  and  remained  until  the  train  had 
passed  and  the  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  had 
ceased  ;  when  we  moved  on  to  overtake  the  'divis- 
ion, which  we  did  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 
The  brigade  was  placed  in  position  by  General 
Heth,  commanding  division,  on  the  extreme  left 
and  front,  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  leading  to 
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Fredericksburg,  and  near  Chancellorsville,  where 
we  remained  until  daylight.  At  an  early  hour  on 
Sunday  morning  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.  We  advanced  at 
once,  driving  a  very  heavy  force  of  skirmishers 
before  us.  After  proceeding  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  we  found  the  enemy  in  strong 
force  in  our  front,  behind  breastworks.  The 
brigade  charged  with  promptness  and  energy, 
and  at  the  first  charge  drove  the  enemy,  utterly 
routed,  from  their  intrenched  position.  Advan- 
cing still  farther  we  found  a  second  line  of  the 
enemy,  which  we  at  once  drove  from  its  position. 
This  brigade  and  one  regiment  from  the  brigade 
on  our  right,  General  Fender's,  continuing  to  ad- 
vance, driving  the  enemy  before  us,  met  another 
line  of  the  enemy.  After  a  sharp  conflict  this 
line  was  repulsed.  At  this  point,  finding  that 
there  were  no  troops  on  my  left,  and  none  in  sup- 
porting distance  on  my  right  or  rear,  and  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  very  heavy  force  on  my 
left  flank,  and  making  demonstrations  on  my 
right,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  back,  and 
took  position  near  the  line  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, where  we  remained  until  the  whole  line 
advanced. 

When  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  at  every 
point,  the  brigade,  according  to  orders,  rejoined 
the  rest  of  the  division. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Colonel  R. 
W.  Folsom,  Fourteenth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant  W. 
L.  Grice,  Forty-fifth  Georgia ;  Major  S.  T.  Player, 
Forty-ninth  Georgia,  and  Captain  John  Duke, 
Thirty-fifth  Georgia,  commanded  their  respective 
regiments  with  marked  success.  All  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  who  were  present, 
acted  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  the  most  dar- 
ing courage  before  the  enemy. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  valuable 
officers.  Captain  Harman,  Fourteenth  Georgia, 
and  Captain  Shaw,  Forty-fifth  Georgia,  were 
killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fielder,  Captain 
Hounger,  and  Lieutenant  Solomons  fell  mortally 
wounded,  in  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, gallantly  leading  their  men  to  the  charge. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  THOMAS. 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  ARCHER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARCHER'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
June  2, 1863.     \ 

Captain  B.  B.  Finney,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  May  second,  by  order 
of  Major  General  A.  P.  Hill,  I  withdrew  my  bri- 
gade from  its  advanced  position  on  the  "  plank 
road,"  leaving  my  pickets  out  to  wait  until  re- 
lieved, and  proceeded  to  follow  the  other  brigades 
of  the  division,  which,  with  the  exception  of 
Thomas's,  had  gone  to  the  left,  by  the  Welford 
Furnace  road.  Thomas's  brigade  followed  in  my 
rear.  When  I  had  advanced  two  miles  beyond 
the  furnace,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  cavalry  rode 
up  and  reported  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
had  attacked  the  train  in  my  rear  and  driven  off 


the  troops  which  had  been  left  to  protect  it.  As 
the  apparent  exigency  of  the  case  allowed  no  time 
to  communicate  with  the  Major-General,  I  im- 
mediately ordered  back  my  own  and  Thomas's 
brigade  ;  but,  when  I  arrived  at  the  furnace,  found 
that  the  enemy  had  already  been  repulsed  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  of  the  artillery,  ani 
some  infantry,  among  which  I  learned  that  Captain 
W  S.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
with  his  compa'ny,  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  I 
enclose,  herewith,  Captain  Moore's  report.  Owing 
to  the  delay  thus  occasioned,  I  did  not  rejoin  the 
division  until  late  at  night.  During  the  night  I 
formed  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  division,  with 
General  McGowan's  brigade  on  my  left.  The  next 
morning,  about  sunrise,  we  moved  forward  to  the 
attack,  through  dense  pine  timber,  driving  before 
us  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and,  at  a  distance  of 
four  hundred  yards,  emerging  into  the  open  field 
in  front  of  a  battery,  which  was  placed  on  an 
abrupt  hill  near  a  spring-house.  We  advanced 
at  double  quick,  and  captured  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  about  one  hundred  prisoners,  driv- 
ing the  infantry  supports  in  confusion  before  us. 
From  this  position  the  enemy  could  be  seen  in 
heavy  force  in  the  woods,  which  commenced  about 
six  hundred  yards  diagonally  to  the  right  and 
front,  and  in  the  high  open  ground  to  the  front. 
No  other  troops  of  our  army  were,  at  this  time, 
in  sight  of  us.  After  a  few  minutes'  halt  to  re- 
form our  line,  which  had  become  somewhat  broken 
by  its  rapid  advance  through  the  woods,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  wood,  which  I  have  men- 
tioned as  lying  diagonally  to  the  front  and  right. 
My  brigade,  which  was  at  the  beginning  only  one 
thousand  four  hundred  strong,  and  entirely  un- 
supported, attacked  with  great  intrepidity;  but 
the  position  was  strongly  intrenched,  and  manned 
by  vastly  greater  numbers,  and  we  were  forced  to 
retire  from  within  seventy  yards  of  the  intrench- 
ments.  We  again  formed  and  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  were  again  forced  to  retire.  I  now 
moved  my  brigade  to  the  point  where  we  had 
captured  the  batteries,  to  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
enforcements. 

Soon  after  Major  Pegram  came  up  and  oc- 
cupied the  position  with  artillery.  Colonel  Mer- 
cer came  up  on  the  left  with  three  regiments  of 
Doles's  brigade,  and  General  Anderson  came  up 
from  the  rear,  on  my  right,  with  his  division.  He 
soon  after  moved  to  the  right,  leaving  me  in  sup- 
port of  the  artillery,  which  had  opened  a  heavy 
and  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  was  hotly 
returned,  although  with  little  effect.  In  a  few 
minutes  General  Lee  rode  up,  and  soon  directed 
me  to  move  forward  with  my  own  brigade  and  the 
three  regiments  of  Doles's,  which  were  under 
command  of  Colonel  Mercer.  After  advancing 
four  or  five  hundred  yards  Colonel  Mercer  re- 
quested a  short  halt  until  the  ammunition,  which 
had  just  arrived,  could  be  distributed  to  his  regi- 
ments. During  this  halt  I  received  an  order, 
through  one  of  General  Stuart's  staff,  not  to  ad- 
vance farther  until  I  received  the  order  from  him  ; 
but  other  troops  coining  up  on  Colonel  Mercer's 
left  and  on  my  right,  I  moved  slowly  forward,  and 
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soon  came,  on  ascending  the  hill  in  front  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  in  full  view  and  range  of  the  enemy's 
cannon,  which  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
About  half  of  my  brigade  had  by  this  time,  in  its 
advance,  entered  the  woods,  having  swung  around 
sliglitly  to  tlio  right  for  this  purpose ;  the  left 
regiment  of  Doles' s  brigade,  which  was  to  the  left 
of  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  all 
that  portion  of  the  line  on  its  left  (I  do  not  know 
what  troops  they  were),  moved  over  by  flank  to 
the  left.  As  soon  as  I  observed  this  movement  I 
rode  across  the  field  to  bring  them  back,  but 
when  I  reached  the  plank  road  I  found  they  had 
crossed  it  and  entered  the  wood  on  its  left.  I 
then  rode  back  across  the  field,  under  the  fire  of 
the  artillery,  to  the  point  where  my  brigade  had 
entered  the  wood.  On  account  of  the  denseness 
of  the  tangled  thicket,  and  the  number  of  men  of 
other  brigades,  I  did  not  for  some  time  find  my 
own,  and  feared  that  it  had  fallen  back,  but  was 
gratified  to  find  that  all  its  little  regiments  had 
moved  promptly  forward  and  driven  the  enemy 
from  that  part  of  their  trenches  farthest  to  the 
left  and  nearest  to  Chancellor's  house.  All  firing 
ceased  a  short  time  after  I  entered  the  wood.  I 
soon  after  found  the  brigade  in  the  open  field  and 
joined  the  division  on  the  plank  road.  The  next 
day  the  .division  fortified  its  position  on  the  left 
of  the  plank  road  fronting  the  United  States 
Ford.  General  Fender,  in  command  of  the  divis- 
ion, being  wounded  in  the  evening,  the  command 
of  the  division  devolved  on  me,  and  that  of  the 
brigade  on  Colonel  Fry  for  a  short  time,  during 
which  nothing  important  occurred  except  some 
skirmishing  in  front. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  forty-one  killed  and 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  wounded.  Among 
the  former  was  Major  Smith,  Thirteenth  Alabama 
regiment,  and  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  Fifth 
Alabama  battalion,  and  among  the  latter  Colonel 
McComb,  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment,  se-- 
verely.  My  A.  A.  General,  Captain  Archer,  and 
Aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  were  present 
with  the  brigade  throughout  the  action. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  gallant 
and  efficient  service  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Williams,  of 
Maryland,  a  volunteer  Aid  on  my  staff.  The 
regiments  were  commanded  as  follows :  First 
Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  George ;  Thirteenth 
Alabama,  Colonel  Fry ;  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
Colonel  McComb,  until  wounded,  and  afterwards 
by  Captain  Wilson  ;  Seventh  Tennessee  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fite,  and  Fifth  Alabama  battalion, 
by  Captain  Stewart. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  ARCHER, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LANE. 

HEADQUARTERS  LANE'S  BRIGADE,  I 
"  CAMP  GREGG,"  May  10, 1803.  \ 

Captain  E.  H.  Finney,  A.  A.  G.  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  May  my  brigade 
moved  from  its  position  in  the  second  line,  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  along  the  plank  road,  in  the 


direction  of  Chancellorsville,  and  that  night 
formed  line  of  battle,  with  skirmishers  thrown  for- 
ward to  the  right  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  latter  place.  Next  morning,  after 
the  artillery  fight  on  our  right,  it  was  marched  to 
the  plank  road  above  Chancellorsville,  by  the  way 
of  Welford's  iron  forge,  and  then  ordered  to  move 
down  the  road  by  the  flank,  while  the  three  lines 
of  battle  advanced.  After  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  were  rapidly  falling  back,  it  pushed 
forward  with  the  artillery  beyond  the  third  and 
second  lines  to  within  a  short" distance  of  the  first. 
Here  General  A.  P.  Hill  ordered  me  (at  dark)  to  de- 
ploy one  regiment  as  skirmishers  across  the  road, 
to  form  line  of  battle  in  rear  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  and  to  push  vigorously  forward.  In 
other  words,  we  were  ordered  to  make  a  night  at- 
tack, and  capture  the  enemy's  batteries  in  front  if 
possible.  Just  then  they  opened  a  terrific  artillery 
fire,  which  was  responded  to  by  our  batteries.  As 
soon  as  this  was  over,  I  deployed  the  Thirty-third 
North  Carolina  troops  forward  as  skirmishers,  and 
formed  line  of  battle  to  the  rear, —  the  Seventh 
and  Thirty-seventh  to  the  right,  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  the  left,—  the  left  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  and  right  of  the  Eighteenth  resting  on  the 
road.  I  had  moved  forward  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  to  within  a  short  distance  of  our 
line  of  skirmishers,  and  was  about  to  move  the 
Seventh  and  Thirty-seventh  to  a  corresponding  po- 
sition before  ordering  the  whole  line  forward,  when 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  of  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, entered  our  lines  with  a  white  flag,  and 
wished  to  know  if  we  were  Confederate  or  Union 
troops.  Considering  this  an  illegitimate  use  of 
the  white  flag,  as  he  expressly  stated  it  was  not 
his  object  to  surrender,  and  not  wishing  to  let  him 
return,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Lane  to  General  A.  P. 
Hill  to  know  what  I  should  do.  Our  skirmishers 
on  the  right  soon  after  fired  upon  a  few  of  the  en- 
emy who  had  approached  tolerably  near,  and  a  few 
random  shots  were  fired  by  the  Seventh  and  Thirty- 
seventh  regiments,  without  orders,  which  appear  to 
have  drawn  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  fire. 
I  understand  from  the  official  report  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Eighteenth  North  Carolina 
troops,  that  General  A.  P.  Hill,  staff  and  couriers, 
were  in  the  road  in  advance  of  them  at  the  time, 
and  to  avoid  the  enemy's  fire  some  of  them  dashed 
into  the  woods,  over  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  fired  into  them,  mistaking  them  in  the  dark  for 
the  enemy's  cavalry.  After  this  unfortunate  mistake 
I  received  information  that  a  body  of  troops  was 
moving  on  our  right.  I  at  once  sent  out  Lieutenant 
Emack  and  four  men  to  reconnoitre,  and  they  soon 
returned  with  a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  which  had 
thrown  down  their  arms,  and  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war.  This  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  had  com- 
menced to  remonstrate  with  me  for  allowing  it  to  be 
captured  while  he  was  in  my  lines  with  a  white  flag, 
when  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  us  again. 
I  at  once  sent  the  regiment  to  the  rear  under  Cap- 
tain Young,  his  company  having  been  detailed  as 
a  guard,  and  turned  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith 
over  to  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer,  to  be  taken 
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to  General  A.  P.  Hill.  General  A.  P.  Hill  being 
wounded,  the  night  attack  was  not  made  as  at 
first  contemplated.  I  withdrew  the  left  wing  of 
the  Thirty-third,  which  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
Seventh,  and  extended  our  line  still  farther  to  the 
right,  with  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  regi- 
ments—  the  right  of  the  Twenty-eighth  resting  on 
a  road  running  obliquely  to  the  plank  road,  with 
two  of  its  companies  broken  back  to  guard  against 
a  flank  movement.  Between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  that  night  the  enemy  could  be  heard  mar- 
shalling their  troops  along  our  whole  front,  while 
their  artillery  was  rumbling  up  the  road  on  our 
right.  Soon  after,  their  artillery  opened  right  and 
left,  and  Sickles's  command  rushed  upon  us  with 
loud  and  prolonged  cheering.  They  were  driven 
back  on  the  left  by  our  skirmishers,  but  the  fight 
was  more  stubborn  on  the  right,  which  was  their 
main  point  of  attach  The  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  and  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  engaged 
them  there,  and  gallantly  drove  them  back, 
although  they  had  outflanked  us  and  encountered 
the  two  right  companies  of  the  Twenty-eighth, 
which  had  been  deflected  in  anticipation  of  such  a 
movement.  A  subsequent  attack,  made  about  half 
an  hour  later,  was  similarly  repulsed.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  captured  a  staff  officer.  The  colors  of  the 
Third  Maine  volunteers  were  taken  by  Captain 
Clark's  company  of  the  same  regiment.  The 
Eighteenth  also  captured  an  Aid  to  General  Wil- 
liams. A  number  of  field  and  company  officers, 
and  a  large  number  of  men,  were  captured  along 
our  whole  line.  After  the  enemy  were  repulsed, 
General  McGowan  was  ordered  forward  with  his 
brigade,  and  took  position  on  our  right. 

On  Sunday  morning,  about  sunrise,  the  whole 
brigade  was  wheeled  a  little  to  the  left,  that  the 
line  might  be  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  and 
then,  in  obedience  to  orders,  moved  gallantly  for- 
ward with  shouts  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
and  handsomely  charging  and  carrying  their  breast- 
works. The  left  of  the  Thirty-seventh  passed  en- 
tirely over  the  works,  capturing  a  number  of 
prisoners  ;  and  the  gallant  old  Seventh  eclipsed  all 
of  its  former  glories.  These  works  were  on  a  hill, 
commanded  by  the  Chancellorsville  hill,  which  was 
fortified  with  a  line  of  earthworks  for  twenty-eight 
(28)  pieces  of  artillery,  running  nearly  parallel  to 
our  position,  and  between  four  hundred  and  five 
hundred  yards  distant,  with  a  stream  of  water  in- 
tervening. As  soon  as  we  had  dislodged  their 
infantry,  these  guns,  with  others,  opened  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shell,  grape,  and  canister  upon  us,  a 
fresh  column  of  their  infantry  was  thrown  against 
us,  and  with  our  right  flank  completely  turned, 
we  were  forced  to  fall  back,  with  the  loss  of  about 
one  third  of  the  command.  The  Twenty-eighth 
rigiment,  commanded  by  its  gallant  young  Colonel 
(Lowe),  fell  back  a  few  hundred  yards,  and  was 
ordered  to  give  assistance  wherever  needed,  while 
I  superintended  the  re-forming  of  the  rest  of  the  ; 
brigade,  still  farther  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Lowe 
informs  me  that  the  Twenty-eighth  behaved  well 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day  ;  that  it  made 
two  more  charges  under  heavy  artillery  firing, -and 
was  led  in  each  by  Major-General  Stuart.  As 


soon  as  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  re-formed,  and 
replenished  with  ammunition,  they  were  taken 
back  into  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road, 
to  the  support  of  General  Colquitt's  command, 
which  was  then  nearly  out  of  ammunition. 

The  woods  which  we  entered  were  on  fire';  the 
heat  was  excessive  ;  the  smoke  arising  from  burn- 
ing blankets,  oil  cloths,  &c.,  very  offensive  ;  the 
dead  and  dying  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  on  all 
sides  enveloped  in  flames,  and  the  ground  on 
which  we  formed  was  so  hot  as  at  first  to  be  dis- 
agreeable to  our  feet.  Nothing  daunted,  how- 
ever, the  men  took  their  positions  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  notwithstanding  their  previous  hard 
marching,  desperate  fighting,  and  sleepless  nights, 
remained  under  arms  again  the  whole  of  Sunday 
night,  in  the  front  line,  while  heavy  skirmishing 
was  going  on.  Never  have  I  seen  men  fight  more 
gallantly,  and  bear  fatigue  and  hardship  more 
cheerfully.  I  shall  always  feel  proud  of  the  noble 
bearing  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, the  bloodiest  in  which  it  has  ever  taken 
a  part,  where  the  Thirty-third  discharged  its 
duties  so  well  as. skirmishers,  and  with  the  Eigh- 
teenth and  Twenty-eighth  gallantly  repulsed  two 
night  attacks,  made  by  vastly  superior  numbers, 
and  where  the  Seventh  and  Thirty-seventh  YJed 
with  each  other  as  to  who  should  first  drive  the 
vandals  from  their  works.  Its  gallantry  has  cost  it 
many  noble  sacrifices,  and  we  are  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  our  bravest  spirits. 
The  fearless  Perdie  was  killed  while  urging  for- 
ward his  men  ;  the  gentle,  but  gallant  Hill,  after 
the  works  had  been  taken,  and  Johnnie  Young, 
a  mere  boy,  not  yet  eighteen,  but  a  brave  and 
efficient  Captain,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company. 
Captain  Kerr,  Lieutenants  Campbell,  Bolick, 
Emack,  Weaver,  Bouchelle,  Babb,  Callais,  and 
Ragin  all  fell  in  the  gallant  discharge  of  their 
duties,  as  also  did  J.  Roarker  Lane,  of  Company 
E,  Fifth  Virginia  cavalry,  who  at  the  time  was 
acting  as  my  volunteer  Aid.  I  cannot  speak  in 
too  high  terms  of  the  behavior  of  the  officers  of 
this  brigade.  Colonel  B arbour,  though  wounded, 
was  from  time  to  time  with  his  command,  giving 
all  the  assistance  he  could.  Major  Morris,  wound- 
ed in  the  foot,  left  the  hospital  on  horseback  and 
assisted  in  re-forming  his  regiment.  Major  May- 
hew,  after  the  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third  was 
withdrawn,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowan,  wound- 
ed, gallantly  commanded  the  skirmishers  in  the 
night  attack,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  the  next 
day,  and  is  now  thought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spear  was  wounded 
in  one  of  the  night  attacks,  and  Colonels  Avery 
and  Haywood,  Lieutenant-Colonels  George  and 
Ashcroft,  and  Major  Davidson,  in  the  charge  of 
Sunday  morning.  After  the  loss  of  so  many  field 
officers,  Major  Barry  and  Captains  Harris,  Saun- 
ders,  Brown,  and  Nicholson  rendered  me  great 
assistance.  Captain  Saunders,  in  his  official  re- 
port, calls  special  attention  to  the  efficiency  of 
Lieutenants  E.  Price  and  J.  L.  Farrow  of  the 
Thirty-third  regiment.  Lieutenant  Bryan,  ord- 
nance officer,  and  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  brigade 
inspector,  discharged  their  duties  well,  though  the 
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latter  had  but  few  "  stragglers  "  and  no  "  skulk- 
ers "  to  drive  forward  that  I  have  yet  heard  of. 
I  am  specially  indebted  to  my  Aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
tenant O.  Lane,  and.to  one  of  my  couriers,  George 
E.  Barringer,  for  the  great  assistance  rendered 
me.  They  both  bore  themselves  well  under  the 
hottest  fires.  My  other  courier  was  a  poltroon, 
and  has  been  sent  back  to  his  regiment.  The 
brigade  loss  is  twelve  commissioned  officers  killed, 
fifty-nine  wounded,  and  one  missing ;  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  enlisted  men  killed,  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  wounded,  and  one, hundred 
and  twenty-one  missing ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
nine  hundred  and  nine. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  DOLES. 

HEADQUARTERS  DOLES'S  BRIGADE,  RODES'S     ) 
DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS,  May  9,  1863.  J 

Captain  Green  Peyton,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  march  in  the 
direction  of  Hamilton's  Crossing.  The  command 
was  in  motion  by  eight  o'clock  A.  M. ;  arrived  at 
the  Crossing  at  ten  A.  M. ;  remained  in  position, 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  Hamilton  House, 
until  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  thirtieth  ?  then  moved  in 
position,  left  of  brigade  resting  on  railroad,  con- 
necting with  right  of  General  Iverson's  brigade, 
and  connecting  the  right  with  left  of  General  Col- 
quitt's  brigade ;  remained  in  this  position  during 
the  day  and  night.  At  two  o'clock,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  first,  marched  towards  Orange  Court- 
House  plank  road.  About  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
formed  line  of  battle  on  the  plank  road,  about 
two  miles  from  Todd's  Tavern ;  threw  out  skir- 
mishers, driving  back  those  of  the  enemy,  and  took 
six  prisoners.  About  six  p.  M.,  same  day,  moved 
up  the  dirt  road,  one  mile  beyond  Todd's  Tavern, 
and  bivouacked  for  the.night.  About  six  o'clock 
A.  M.,  May  second,  moved  up  the  dirt  road  about 
half  a  mile,  filed  off  to  the  left  on  the  Furnace 
Road,  arriving  at  Germ  ana  Road  about  three  and 
a  half  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  formed  line  of  battle, 
left  of  brigade  resting  on  said  road.  Brigade 
formed  as  follows  :  Fourth,  Forty-fourth,  Twenty- 
first,  and  Twelfth  Georgia ;  the  Fourth  Georgia 
resting  on  road,  skirmishers  thrown  forward  about 


was  ordered  forward,  and  to  the  right,  to  attack  a 
force  of  the  enemy  on  the  right.  After  a  resist- 
ance of  about  ten  minutes,  we  drove  him  from  his 
positions  on  the  left,  and  carried  his  battery  of  two 
guns,  caissons,  and  horses.  The  movement  of  the 
Twelfth  Georgia  on  the  right  was  successful.  The 
order  to  forward  was  given,  when  the  command 
moved  forward  at  the  "  double  quick  "  to  as- 
sault the  enemy,  who  had  taken  up  a  strong  po- 
sition on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  the  open  field.  He 
was  soon  driven  from  this  position,  the  command 
pursuing  him.  He  made  a  stubborn  resistance 
from  behind  a  wattling  fence,  on  a  hill  covered 
thickly  with  pine.  The  whole  command  moved 
gallantly  against  this  position,  the  Fourth  and 
Forty-fourth  Georgia  in  front,  and  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twelfth  on  his  left  flank  and  rear.  Here 
we  captured  one  gun,  (a  rifled  piece.)  We  pur- 
sued his  retreating  forces  about  three  hundred 
yards  over  an  open  field,  receiving  a  very  severe 
fire  from  musketry  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill  that  commanded  the  field  be- 
low ;  his  infantry  was  in  large  force,  and  well  pro- 
tected by  rifle  pits  and  intrenchments.  The 
command  was  ordered  to  "  take "  the  intrench- 
ments and  the  battery,  which  was  done  after  a 
resistance  of  about  twenty  minutes.  The  enemy 
fled  in  utter  confusion,  leaving  his  battery  of  four 
pieces,  his  wounded,  and  many  prisoners.  The 
Twelfth  Georgia,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the 
other  regiments,  were  formed  in  good  order,  and 
pursued  him  through  the  pine  forest,  moving  some 
five  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  and  holding  that 
position  until  after  dark.  While  in  this  advanced 
position  the  enemy  abandoned  one  gun.  Fresh 
troops  having  been  placed  in  that  position,  after 
dark  I  ordered  the  command  to  retire  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  a 
being  entirely  out,  and  it  be 


munition,  the  men 

impossible  to  get  ammunition  to  them. 


tim- 
ing 

After  re- 
plenishing with  ammunition,  we  were  ordered  to 
bivouac  on  the  field  for  the  night.  During  this 
engagement,  which  lasted  from  about  five  and  a 
half  to  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  command  captured 
eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  many^prisoners.  The 
pieces  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  be  carried  to 
the  rear,  and  turned  over  to  the  first  artillery  or 
ordnance  officer  found.  In  this  engagement  we 
lost  many  gallant  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captain  R.  M.  Bisel,  corn- 


four  hundred  yards  in  advance.  At  five  o'clock  pany  K,  Fourth  Georgia ;  Captain  G.  G.  Green, 
p.  M.,  the  order  was  given  to  advance  against  the  company  F  ;  Captain  H.  M.  Creidle  and  Lieuten- 
enemy.  The  brigade  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible  ant  A.  M.  Burnside,  acting  adjutant  of  the  Forty- 


were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy  musket  fire,  and  j  kins,  company  A,  Twenty-first  Georgia,  mortally 
grape,  canister,  and  shell.  The  command  was  or-  j  wounded  while  leading  their  commands  in  a  charge 
dered  to  attack  the  enemy  in  his  intrenched  posi-  |  against  the  enemy.  Sunday  morning,  May  third, 
tion,  drive  him  from  it,  and  take  his  batteries.  |  at  six  o  clock,  the  command  was  ordered  forward, 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed  ;  the  Fourth  and  '  as  follows  :  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-first,  Twelfth, 
Forty-fourth  Georgia  assaulted  his  position  in  '•  Fourth,  the  left  of  the  Forty-fourth  connecting 
front ;  the  Twenty-first  Georgia  was  ordered  to  with  the  right  of  General  Ramseur's  brigade, 
move  towards  the' left  and  flank  him,  so  as  to  en-  The  march  to  the  front  was  through  a  very  dense 
filade  his  intrenchments ;  the  Twelfth  Georgia ,  pine  and  swamp.  During  the  march  the  left  of 
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the  brigade  lost  its  connection  with  the  right  of 
General  Ramseur,  and  moved  off  by  the  "  right 
flank,"  passing  in  rear  of  the  regiments  to  its 
right,  whilst  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-first 
Georgia  and  the  Twelfth  Georgia,  with  portions 
of  the  Forty-fourth  and  Fourth,  moved  to  the 
front.  The  right  portion  of  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered by  General  Stuart  to  support  a  battery  to 
its  right,  while  the  left  moved  forward,  assaulting 
the  enemy,  and  assisting  in  driving  him  from  his 
position  from  behind  a  strong  work  of  logs.  He 
was  dislodged,  after  a  very  stubborn  resistance,  by 
a  charge.  This  portion  of  the  command  kept  up 
the  pursuit,  driving  him  through  the  woods,  back 
on  his  batteries  on  the  heights  near  Chancellors- 
ville.  ,  While  moving  to  assault  him,  in  his  posi- 
tion on  the  hill,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  large 
force  to  my  right.  Colonel  Willis,  commanding 
Twelfth  Georgia,  was  ordered  to  wheel  his  regi- 
ment to  the  right  and  engage  him,  the  other  com- 
panies coming  up  promptly  to  Colonel  Willis's 
support.  The  enemy,  after  the  first  fire,  fled.  A 
large  number  threw  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered ;  they  were  ordered  to  the  rear.  Being 
protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  we  moved  by  the  flank,  getting 
in  his  rear,  when  he  abandoned  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  on  the  field  and  fled.  We  were  attacked 
in  our  rear  by  his  infantry  force  from  the  woods ; 
we  faced  to  the  rear,  charged  the  wood,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  resistance  he  withdrew'.  After  he 
withdrew,  his  batteries  at  the  Chancellorsville 
House  opened  a  very  destructive  fire  on  us  with 
grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel.  We  were  in  about 
four  hundred  yards  of  his  batteries.  We  did  not 
have  force  enough  to  carry  his  position,  and  see- 
ing no  support  on  the  field,  and  the  enemy  mov- 
ing a  large  infantry  force  to  our  right,  we  with- 
drew to  the  woods  where  we  first  engaged  him. 
That  portion  of  the  brigade  ordered  to  support 
our  battery  was  under  command  of  Colonel  J.  T. 
Mercer,  Twenty-first  Georgia ;  they  were  after- 
wards ordered  forward,  and  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  General  Archer's  brigade.  After 


advancing  to  the  woods,  from  which  we  were 
forced  to  retire,  they  were  also  forced  to  retire. 
The  brigade  was  re-formed,  and,  by  order  from 
General  Lee,  ordered  to  the  spring  to  our  right,  to 
act  as  provost  guard  over  a  large  number  of  pris- 
oners collected  there.  We  remained  there  two  or 
three  hours,  and  sent  prisoners  to  the  rear  under 
Lieutenant  R.  V.  Jones,  brigade-inspector.  We 
then  joined  the  division  on  the  Germana  Road  at 
Chancellorsville,  and  remained  in  position  in  the 
road  that  night.  On  Monday,  the  fourth,  we  were 
ordered  t;o  move  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  road, 
and  connect  my  left  with  the  right  of  General 
Fender.  On  Tuesday,  the  fifth,  the  skirmishers 
were  ordered  to  press  forward  and  feel  the  enemy, 
and  ascertain  his  position  and  strength.  They 
found  him  in  strong  numbers  and  well  intrenched. 
On  Wednesday,  the  sixth,  at  daylight,  skirmishers 
were  again  ordered  to  feel  the  enemy.  They 
moved  to  the  front,  and  found  he  had  evacuated 
his  position  and  withdrawn  his  forces  across  the 
river.  About  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  we  were  ordered 
to  march  back  to  our  old  encampment.  In  clos- 
ing this  report,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high 
of  Colonel  Cook  and  Lieutenant  Winn,  of  the 
Fourth  Georgia;  Colonel  Willis  and  Major 
Hardeman,  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lumpkin,  Forty-fourth  Georgia  ;  Colonel 
Mercer  and  Major  Glover,  Twenty-first  Georgia. 
To  their  promptness  and  gallantry,  and  the  able 
manner  in  which  they  were  sustained  by  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  their  commands,  all  of  whom  did 
their  whole  duty,  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness. 
Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  their  reports, 
which  you  will  find  enclosed.  To  my  staff,  Cap- 
tain Snead,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieuten- 
ant Hawkins,  aid-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  Jones, 
brigade-inspector  ;  Sergeant  Furlow,  and  privates 
Cheeves  and  Ormsby,  couriers,  I  am  under  many 
obligations  for  assistance  given  me.  I  respectfully 
commend  them  for  "gallantry  and  meritorious 
conduct."  This  brigade  .went  into  action  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  officers  and  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  enlisted  men. 


Casualties  in  Brigade. 
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31 
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I  am,  Captain,  most  respectfully  yours, 


GEO.  DOLES, 

Brigadier-General. 
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REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER-GENERAL  COLQUITT. 

HEADQUARTERS  COLQUITT'S  BRIGADE,  NEAR  ) 
FREDERICKSBURG,  May  15, 18G3.     \ 

Captain  Peyton  : 

Herewith  I  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  engagement  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, and  the  affairs  connected  with  it. 

On  the  morning  of  April  twenty-ninth,  intel- 
ligence being  received  that  a  portion  of  the  Fed- 
eral army  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river 
near  Fredericksburg,  my  brigade  was  put  under 
arms  and  marched  to  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
Under  cover  of  a  hill,  protected  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  we  lay  during  the  day,  and  at  three 
o'clock,  next  morning,  took  position  upon  a  line 
of  temporary  intrenchments  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
At  intervals,  during  the  day,  a  fire  of  artillery 
opened  upon  us,  but  without  effect. 

At  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  May  first,  we  took 
up  the  line  of  march,  and  after  proceeding  six  or 
seven  miles  above  Fredericksburg,  came  upon  a 
portion  of  our  forces  who  had  been  engaging  the 
enemy.  Discharges  of  artillery  and  musketry 
were  still  heard.  The  division  being  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  my  position  was  upon  the  right. 
In  this  order  we  advanced  a  few  hundred  yards, 
when  my  command  was  thrown  into  some  con- 
fusion by  coming  in  contact  with  the  troops  of 
General  McLaws's  command,  formed  perpendicu- 
lar to  my  own  line.  The  line  being  rectified,  we 
began  again  to  advance,  when  instructions  were 
received  that  we  should  halt  and  await  future 
orders.  The  skirmishers,  moving  in  advance, 
picked  up  fifteen  or  twenty  prisoners.  At  sun- 
down we  were  withdrawn  to  the  plank  road,  and 
continued  the  march  for  two  or  three  miles,  when 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  were  again  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
front,  and,  turning  to  the  left  from  the  plank 
road,  leading  from  Fredericksburg  to  Orange 
Court-House,  it  was  obvious  that  we  were  aiming 
for  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 

On  reaching  the  furnace,  a  mile  distant  from 
the  point  of  divergence,  I  detached,  by  order  of 
General  Jackson,  a  regiment,  (the  Twenty-third 
Georgia,  Colonel  Best,)  with  instructions  to  guard 
the  flank  of  the  column  in  motion  against  a  sur- 
prise, and  to  call,  if  necessary,  upon  any  officer 
whose  command  was  passing,  for  reenforcements. 
For  the  subsequent  action  and  fate  of  this  regi- 
ment I  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
Colonel  Best. 

After  a  continuous  march  of  six  miles  we  again 
reached  the  plank  road,  which  we  had  left.  My 
brigade  was  placed  in  ambush  along  the  line  of 
the  road,  with  the  expectation  that  some  demon- 
stration would  be  made  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
In  the  mean  time  the  division  filed  past,  and  I 
closed  in  upon  the  rear.  At  four  o'clock  we 
reached  the  road  running  through  Chancellorsville 
to .  Here  we  formed  line  of  battle,  my  bri- 
gade upon  the  right,  and  uniting  with  Doles  upon 
the  left.  In  this  order  we  advanced  for  a  few 
hundred  yards,  when  intelligence  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  the  skirmishers  that  a  body  of  the 


enemy  was  upon  my  right  flank.  I  ordered  a  halt, 
and  called  back  the  Sixth  Georgia,  which  had  con- 
tinued to  advance.  The  regiment  upon  the  right, 
the  Nineteenth  Georgia,  was  quickly  thrown  into 
position  to  meet  any  demonstration  upon  the 
flank,  and  ordered  to  advance  about  one  hundred 
yards  to  the  summit  of  a  hill.  The  enemy's  force 
proved  to  be  a  small  body  of  cavalry,  which  gal- 
loped away  as  soon  as  the  regiment  advancing 
towards  them  was  discovered,  and  a  picket  of 
infantry,  which  was  captured  by  my  skirmishers. 

All  apprehension  in  this  quarter  being  allayed, 
we  advanced  again  to  the  front,  to  renew  connec- 
tion with  the  line  that  had  preceded  us.  As  we 
emerged  from  the  woods  into  an  open  field,  I  dis- 
covered Doles's  brigade  hotly  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  his  first  works.  With  a  shout  and  at  a 
double  quick  we  moved  to  his  support ;  but  before 
we  reached  musket  range,  the  enemy  broke  in 
confusion  and  fled.  I  halted  in  the  open  field  and 
brought  up  two  of  my  regiments,  which  had  been 
delayed  in  crossing  a  creek  and  in  climbing  its 
steep  banks.  It  was  near  dark  and  too  late  for 
further  action.  At  ten  o'clock  I  relieved  the  bri- 
gade of  General  McGowan,  watching  a  road  lead- 
ing to  one  of  the  enemy's  main  positions,  and  de- 
tailed the  Sixth  Georgia  regiment  to  support  a 
battery  in  front.  During  the  night,  the  alarm  being 
given,  my  whole  command  was  moved  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  battery,  and  was  subjected,  at  intervals, 
to  a  fierce  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 

Early  the  ensuing  morning  I  took  my  position 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  right,  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders,  was  advancing  upon  the  ene- 
my's position,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to 
the  support  of  General  Archer,  a  guide  being 
furnished  to  direct  me  to  him.  I  had  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance,  when  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
pair, in  haste,  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  line, 
where  the  enemy  threatened  to  turn  our  flank.  I 
had  scarcely  reached  the  new  position,  when  I 
was  again  ordered  to  the  right,  and  thence  again 
to  the  left.  While  our  forces  were  occupied  in 
the  assault  on  Chancellorsville,  the  enemy  sought 
to  assail  them  in  flank,  and  made  desperate  efforts 
to  regain  possession  of  the  turnpike.  It  was  to 
defeat  this  object  that  my  brigade  was  thrown  to 
the  left.  Forming  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the* 
road,  I  advanced,  in  face  of  a  severe  fire,  to  a 
line  of  breastworks  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven.  Here  I  found  the  Third  Alabama, 
of  Rodes's  brigade,  and  some  Louisiana  and 
South  Carolina  regiments  stubbornly  resisting  his 
advance.  They  had  well  nigh  exhausted  their  am- 
munition. Upon  my-  arrival  they  withdrew,  pro- 
ducing some  confusion  in  rushing  through  my 
ranks.  It  was  momentary,  however.  Advancing 
beyond  the  breastworks,  we  opened  a  furious  and 
well-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  contest 
was  sharp  and  fierce  for  a  few  moments.  I 
ordered  a  charge,  which  \vas  responded  to  with  a 
shout  at  a  double  quick.  The  enemy  broke  and 
fled  in  confusion,  throwing  away  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  every  encumbrance.  We  continued 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  mile,  killing  and  capturing 
many,  and  driving  the  fugitives  into  their  fortifi- 
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cations  in  rear  of  Chancellorsville.  Coming  to  a 
'  halt,  we  lay  under  cover  of  woods  within  four  hun- 
dred yards  of  their  works,  for  four  or  five  hours. 
Some  demonstrations  being  made  upon  my  left, 
the  brigade  of  General  Lane  was  sent  to  my  sup- 
port. Previously,  the  Fiftieth  Virginia,  Captain 
Matthews,  and  a  detachment  of  a  South  Carolina 
regiment,  under  Major  Gordon,  had  joined  me  as 
reinforcements.  The  enemy  did  not  show  him- 
self again  outside  of  his  works.  At  four  o'clock 
I  was  relieved,  by  the  direction  of  Major-General 
A.  P.  Hill,  under  the  command  of  General  Tender. 
We  took  position  soon  after  in  the  trenches  about 
Chancellorsville,  where  we  lay  until  ordered  back 
to  our  camp,  near  Grace  Church. 

Colonels  Zachery,  Graybill,  and  Hutchins  led 
their  regiments  with  spirit  and  energy.  Captain 
Gratten,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Handle,  aid-de-camp,  were  indefatigable  in 
their  efforts,  and  conspicuously  bold  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  Mr.  H.  H.  Colquitt, 
acting  upon  my  staff,  bore  himself  with  spirit  and 
coolnesss.' 

Especial  credit  is  due  Captain  William  M. 
Arnold,  Sixth  Georgia  regiment,  who  commanded 
the  battalion  of  skirmishers.  His  energy,  zeal, 
and  gallantry  won  my  admiration. 

A.  H.  COLQUITT, 

Brigadier-General. 

The  names  of  the  following  officers  and  men  are 
mentioned  by  their  regimental  commanders  as 
deserving  special  notice  for  meritorious  conduct : 

Company  A,  Sixth  Georgia  regiment.  —  Cor- 
porals R.  W.  Clarke,  Wm.  Chappell;  private  W. 
G.  Howell. 

Company  D,  Twenty -seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Latham,  commanding. 
Company  F,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Edwards,  commanding;  Ser- 
geant James  Shirah. 

Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Sergeant  W.  A.  Webb  ;  corporals  S.  C.  Tent- 
rell,  C.  M.  Newbury ;  privates  H.  Newberry,  M. 
Merritt,  J.  Murchison,  J.  Haskins,  J.  Worsham, 
W.  G.  Clary,  and  Simon  Johnson. 

Company  E,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Privates  A.  L.  Dodd,  John  J.  Buffington,  G. 
M.  Dodd,  James  Larter,  Thomas  J.  Horton,  and 
A.  J.  Whitaker. 

Company  G,  Twenty -seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Privates  T.  J.  Reavis  and  J.  C.  Curtis. 
Company  H,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Sergeants  J.  B.  Bryant  and  T.  J.  Duke ;  cor- 
poral B.  P.  Pryor ;  privates  B.  F.  Norris,  G.  W. 
Rape,  J.  M.  Lindsay,  and  John  H.  Lewis. 

Company  K,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia  regiment. 

—  Private  William  Connell. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  IVERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  IVERSON'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
May  13,  18G3.     1 

Captain  G.  Peyton,  A.  A.  G.  ; 

Having  rested  on  our  arms  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  third  line  of  battle,  composed  of  the  troops 
of  Rodes's  division,  during  the  night  of  May 


second,  about  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  May  third,  we 
advanced  with  the  whole  line,  one  brigade  of 
which  (Rodes's)  intervened  between  mine  and  the 
plank  road. 

My  command  was  formed  in  the  following 
order,  from  right  to  left:  Twenty-third  North 
Carolina,  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  Twelfth  North 
Carolina,  and  Fifth  North  Carolina. 

The  direction  was  Chancellorsville,  moving  to 
the  left  of  and  parallel  to  Germana  road.  Ad- 
vancing through  the  almost  impenetrable  under- 
growth, subjected  to  the  incessant  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy,  it  was  impossible  to  see  any  portion  of 
the  brigade  over  fifty  yards.  In  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  of  proceeding,  I  soon  received  informa- 
tion from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  commanding 
the  Fifth  North  Carolina,  that  his  regiment  was 
disconnected  from  the  brigade.  Fearing  that  he 
might  get  lost,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  I  sent  him  word  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and  then  close  up.  This  manoeuvre  threw 
him  in  rear  of  the  line,  leaving  the  Twelfth  North 
Carolina  on  the  left  flank.  Upon  reaching  the 
first  barricades  of  the  enemy,  which  had  been 
carried  by  the  first  line  of  our  troops,  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  opened  on  my  left,  raking  the  whole 
line,  and  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  fired  on 
my  left  flank.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnston,  commanding  Twelfth  North  Carolina, 
to  deploy  skirmishers  to  protect  his  flank,  and  to 
press  on.  At  the  barricades,  I  met  General  Rodes, 
and  informed  him  that  the  enemy  were  threaten- 
ing my  flank.  My  brigade  pressed  on,  and  found 
the  troops  of  the  first  lines  retiring  before  the 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  and  we  became  the 
first  line,  engaging  the  enemy  in  front,  who  grad- 
ually retired  before  us ;  but  at  this  time  they  were 
advancing  in  heavy  force  on  my  left  flank.  I  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  General  Stuart  with  this 
information,  and  asked  him  for  reinforcements. 
Before  any  could  have  arrived  they  closed  with 
us,  forcing  the  Twelfth  and  Twentieth  North 
Carolina  to  retire  to  the  barricades.  Colonel  D. 
H.  Christie,  with  five  companies  of  his  regiment, 
had  charged  that  part  of  the  enemy's  battery  rest- 
ing on  the  plank  road,  captured  it  by  an  enfilad- 
ing fire,  and  caused  the  abandonment  of  their 
guns,  when,  finding  that  he  was  outflanked  from 
the  left,  was  forced  to  retire  after  a  desperate 
fight,  losing  many  men  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners. It  is  supposed  that  Major  Blackwell,  of 
the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  was  captured 
here.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  with  the  Fifth 
North  Carolina,  had  come  up  in  the  mean  time, 
but  had  not  been  engaged ;  he  reported  his  regi- 
ment to  me  in  the  centre  of  my  brigade,  and  was 
ordered  to  sustain  two  regiments  of  Rodes's  bri- 
gade, in  an  advanced  position,  but  finding  the 
whole  falling  back,  he  also  retired  to  the  breast- 
works. Finding  the  danger  from  the  forcing  of 
our  left  flank  imminent,  and  the  enemy  still  press- 
ing on,  I  was  forced  to  give  my  whole  attention 
to  that  point,  and,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Thomas,  formed  a  portion  of  a  Louisiana  brigade, 
with  two  regiments  of  Rodes's  brigade,  I  think 
the  Sixth  and  Twelfth  Alabama,  to  meet  the  at- 
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tack  of  the  enemy  from  the  left.  At  the  same 
time  having  learned  that  the  troops  with  General 
Lee  had  driven  the  enemy,  and  effected  a  junction 
with  the  right  of  our  corps,  I  announced  the  fact 
to  my  brigade,  and  again  advanced  them  to  the 
front.  They  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when 
the  troops  I  had  formed  on  the  left  became  en- 
gaged with  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy.  I 
then  communicated  with  Colonel  S.  B.  Pickens, 
commanding  Twelfth  Alabama,  whose  gallantry 
on  this  occasion  I  cannot  too  highly  commend,  so 
completely  and  courageously  did  he  lend  himself 
to  aid  me  in  preparing  the  line  to  resist  an  attack, 
and  ordered  him  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  till 
I  could  procure  reinforcements.  The  incessant 
stream  of  balls  showed  that  the  enemy  were  in 
force,  and  I  found  that  the  advance  of  my  brigade 
was  continually  checked  by  the  enemy  on  the  left 
enfilading  the  line.  Leaving  the  troops  I  had 
placed  in  position,  I  went  out  to  the  plank  road 
for  assistance,  and  observing  troops  in  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  I  sent  Captain  J.  P.  Halsey  to 
them  for  aid.  He  communicated  with  General 
Colston,  who  promptly  moved  a  portion  of  his 
command  in  the  required  direction.  I  saw  Gen- 
eral Stuart,  and  informed  him  of  the  situation, 
and  he  immediately  forwarded  the  brigade  of 
General  Colquitt  to  support  the  left.  Returning 
to  watch  the  effect  of  the  reinforcements,  I  re- 
ceived a  contusion  in  the  groin  from  a  spent  ball, 
which  made  walking  very  painful,  and  as  the  bat- 
tle ceased  shortly  after,  I  requested  Colonel  Chris- 
tie to  take  the  command  of  the  brigade  till  I  could 
procure  my  horse.  Upon  joining  the  brigade  in 
front,  I  received  orders  from  General  Rodes  to 
move  up  the  plank  road,  and  take  position,  with 
my  right  resting  on  the  brick  house  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  where  we  fortified  our  position,  by  the 
use  of  bayonets  and  fingers,  and  remained  sub- 
jecte*d  on  several  occasions  to  the  shells  and  can- 
ister of  the  enemy,  until  Wednesday  evening, 
May  sixth,  when  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  enemy  having  re- 
tired, skirmishers  were  pressed  forward  to  the 
river,  capturing  many  prisoners.  When  a  whole 
command  behaved  so  well  as  mine  did,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  confine  myself,  with  one  exception,  to 
the  commendation  of  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments, leaving  it  to  them  to  name  individuals 
distinguished  for  conduct.  The  exception  is, 
Lieutenant  Malone,  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina, 
upon  whom  I  depended  for  correct  information 
from  the  line  of  skirmishers.  He  was  nearly 
always  in  front,  and,  on  Wednesday  morning, 
when  informed  of  my  wish  to  find  out  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  crept  forward,  alone,  into  their 
intrenchments,  and  brought  me  in  news  of  the 
evacuation. 

Colonel  D.  H.  Christie,  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  he  fought  his  regiment  at  the  breast- 
works of  the  enemy,  deserves  promotion,  and  I 
here  take  occasion  to  recommend  him  for  the 
same. 

Colonel  T.  F.  Toon,  Twentieth  North  Carolina, 
was  wounded  while  fighting  his  regiment  gallantly 
in  the  front  line. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  I).  Johnston,  of  the 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  to  whom  I  had- 
given  command  of  the  Twelfth  North  Carolina, 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised  for  the  distinguished 
courage  with  which  he  commanded,  under  trying 
circumstances. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
wound,  bore  himself,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment with  determined  bravery. 

My  thanks  are  due  Captain  D.  P.  Halsey,  A. 
A.  G.,  for  his  promptness  and  readiness  in  carry- 
ing my  orders  to  any  part  of  the  field,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  country  are  due  the  whole  command, 
officers  and  men,  for  their  unexceptionable  con- 
duct. 

Lists  of  casualties  are  enclosed  with  regimental 
reports. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RAMSEUR. 

HEADQUARTERS  RAMSEUR'S  BRIGADE,     ) 
CAMP  NEAR  HAMILTON'S  CROSSING,  May  23, 1803.  \ 

Major  G.  Peyton,  A.  A.  General : 

In  obedience  to  general  orders,  No. ,  dated 

May  seventh,  1863, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
in  the  series  of  skirmishes  and  battles,  opening  at 
Massaponax  Creek  and  ending  in  the  splendid 
victory  at  Chancellorsville  : 

Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  29tk. —  The  brigade 
was  placed  below  Massaponax  Creek  to  dispute 
the  enemy's  crossing,  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
t?on,  occasionally  annoyed  by  their  artillery,  (by 
which  I  lost  a  few  men,)  and  kept  on  the  alert  by 
picket  firing  till  Thursday  evening,  when  we  were 
withdrawn  to  a  point  near  Hamilton's  Crossing. 

Friday,  May  1st.  —  At  three  o'clock  A.  M. 
we  were  aroused  for  the  march,  and  led  the  ad- 
vance of  Major-General  Rodes's  division  in  the 
direction  of  Chancellorsville.  At  a  distance  of 
seven  miles  from  Fredericksburg  we  were  detached 
from  our  own  division  and  ordered  to  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson,  when  we  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  who  fell  back  in  confusion  before  our 
sharpshooters,  for  several  miles  strewing  the  way 
with  their  arms  and  baggage.  This  brigade,  with 
General  Posey  on  our  right  and  General  Wright 
on  our  left,  for  upwards,  perhaps,  of  two  miles, 
being  in  advance.  About  six  o'clock  r.  M.  we 
found  the  foe  in  force  upon  our  front,  and  sup- 
ported by  batteries  that  poured  grape  unsparingly 
into  the  woods  through  which  we  were  still  ad- 
vancing. Night  approaching,  a  halt  was  ordered, 
and  we  slept  on  our  arms,  with  a  strong  picket 
line  on  the  outposts. 

Saturday,  May  2d.  —  We  were  relieved  about 
sunrise,  and  shortly  thereafter  marched,  by  a  series 
of  circuitous  routes  and  with  surpassing  strategy, 
to  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  whom,  at 
about  five  o'clock  P.  M.  we  were  ordered  to  attack. 
This  brigade  was  directed  to  support  Brigadier- 
General  Colquitt,  with  orders  to  overlap  his  right 
by  one  regiment,  and  was  placed  accordingly. 
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At  the  command,  we  advanced  with  the  division, 
preserving  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  General  Colquitt.  Brisk  firing  was 
soon  heard  upon  our  front  and  left,  indicating  that 
General  Doles  had  encountered  the  foe.  At  this 
point  General  Colquitt  moved  by  the  right  flank, 
sending  me  word  by  an  officer  of  his  staff  that  the 
enemy  was  attempting  to  turn  his  right.  I  imme- 
diately moved  by  the  right  flank,  but  heard  no 
firing  in  that  quarter.  Again  he  sent  his  staff  of- 
ficer to  inform  me  that  the  enemy  was  pushing  his 
right  flank,  when  I  directed  him  to  say  to  General 
Colquitt,  in  effect,  that  the  firing  indicated  a  sharp 
fight  with  General  Doles,  and  that  my  impression 
was  that  his  support  was  needed  there,  and  that 
I  would  take  care  of  his  right  flank.  General  C. 
moved  to  the  front  with  the  exception  of  one  regi- 
ment, which  continued  to  the  right.  I  then  pressed 
on  by  the  right  flank  to  meet  the  enemy  that 
General  Colquitt's  staff'  officer  twice  reported  to 
me  to  be  in  that  direction,  and  prosecuted  the 
search  for  half  a  mile  perhaps,  but  not  a  solitary 
Yankee  was  to  be  seen !  I  then  came  up  to  the 
division  line,  and  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  the 
support  of  General  Colquitt,  whose  men  were  rest- 
ing in  line  of  battle  on  the  Jield  General  Doles 
had  won!  On  Saturday  night  pur  division  occu- 
pied the  last  line  of  battle,  within  the  intreneh- 
ments,  from  which  the  routed  corps  of  Siegel  had 
fled  in  terror.  My  brigade  was  placed  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  plank  road,  the  left  resting  on  the  road, 
General  Doles  on  my  right,  and  Colonel  O'Neal, 
commanding  Rodes's  brigade,  on  my  left.  I 
placed  Colonel  Parker's  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
on  the  right  of  my  brigade ;  Colonel  Bennett, 
Fourteenth  North  Carolina,  on  right  centre ; 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  left  centre, 
and  Colonel  Grimes,  Fourth  North  Carolina,  on 
left. 

Sunday,  May  3d.  —  The  division  being,  as 
stated,  in  the  third  line  of  battle,  advanced  about 
nine  o'clock  to  the  support  of  the  second  line. 
After  proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  I  was 
applied  to  by  Major  Pegram  for  a  support  to  his 
battery,  when  I  detached  Colonel  Parker,  Thir- 
tieth North  Carolina,  for  this  purpose,  with  or- 
ders to  advance  obliquely  to  his  front  and  left, 
and  rejoin  me  after  his  support  should  be  no 
longer  needed,  or  to  fight  his  regiment  as  circum- 
stances might  require.  I  continued  to  advance  to 
the  first  line  of  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  behind  which  I  found  a  small 
portion  of  Paxton's  brigade,  and  Jones's  brigade, 
of  Trimble's  division.  Knowing  that  a  general 
advance  had  been  ordered,  I  told  these  troops  to 
move  forward.  Not  a  man  moved.  I  then  re- 
ported this  state  of  things  to  Major-General 
Stuart,  who  directed  me  to  assume  command  of 
these  troops,  and  compel  them  to  advance.  This 
I  essayed  to  do ;  and  after  fruitless  efforts,  ascer- 
taining that  General  Jones  was  not  on  the  field, 
and  that  Colonel  Garnett  had  been  killed,  I  re- 
ported again  to  General  Stuart,  who  was  near,  and 
requested  permission  to  run  over  these  troops  in 
my  front  —  which  was  cheerfully  granted.  At 
the  command"  Forward,"  my  brigade,  with  a  shout, 


cleared  the  breastworks,  and  charged  the  enemy. 
The  Fourth  North  Carolina,  (Colonel  Grimes,)  and 
seven  companies  of  the  Second  North  Carolina, 
(Colonel  Cox,)  drove  the  enemy  before  them  until 
they  ha  1  taken  the  last  line  of  his  works,  which 
they  held  under  a  severe  direct  and  enfilading  fire, 
repulsing  several  assaults  on  this  portion  of  our 
front.  The  Fourteenth  North  Carolina  (Colonel 
Bennett,)  and  three  companies  of  the  Second  were 
compelled  to  halt  some  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  troops  just  men- 
tioned, for  the  reason  that  the  troops  on  my  right 
had  failed  to  come  up,  and  the  enemy  was  in 
heavy  force  on  my  right  flank.  Had  Colonel  Ben- 
nett advanced,  the  enemy  could  easily  have  turned 
my  right.  As  it  was,  my  line  was  subject  to  a 
horrible  enfilade  fire,  by  which  I  lost  severely.  3 
saw  the  danger  threatening  my  right,  and  sent 
several  times  to  Jones's  brigade  to  come  to  my 
assistance,  and  I  also  went  back  twice  myself,  and 
exhorted  and  ordered  it —  officers  and  men — to  fill 
up  the  gap  (some  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  yards) 
on  my  right —  but  all  in  vain.  I  then  reported  to 
General  Rodes  that  unless  support  was  sent  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  my  right  I  would  have  to 
fall  back.  In  the  mean-time  Colonel  Parker,  of 
the  Thirtieth,  approaching  my  position  from  the 
battery  on  the  right,  suddenly  fell  upon  the  flank, 
and  handsomely  repulsed  a  heavy  column  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  moving  to  get  in  my  rear  by  my 
right  flank  —  some  three  or  four  hundred  of  them 
surrendering  to  him  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  ene- 
my still  held  his  strong  position  in  the  ravine  on  my 
right,  so  that  the  Fourteenth  and  the  three  com- 
panies of  the  Second  could  not  advance.  The 
enemy  discovered  this  situation  of  affairs,  and 
pushed  a  brigade  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Colonel 
Grimes,  and  seven  companies  of  Colonel  Cox's 
second,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  their^om- 
mands.  This  advance  was  made  under  a  terrible 
direct  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  The  move 
necessitated  a  retrograde  movement  on  the  part  of 
Colonels  Grimes  and  Cox,  which  was  executed  in 
order,  but  with  the  loss  of  some  prisoners,  who 
did  not  hear  the  command  to  retire.  Colonel 
Bennett  held  his  position  until  ordered  to  fall 
back,  and  in  common  with  all  the  others,  to  replen- 
ish his  empty  cartridge-boxes.  The  enemy  did  not 
halt  at  this  position,  but  retired  to  his  battery, 
from  which  he  was  quickly  driven,  Colonel  Parker, 
of  the  Thirtieth,  sweeping  over  it  with  my  troops 
on  my  right.  After  replenishing  cartridge-boxes, 
I  received  an  order  from  Major-General  Rodes  to 
throw  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  road  to  meet 
an  apprehended  attack  of  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter.  This  was  done,  and  afterwards  I  was 
moved  to  a  position  on  the  plank  road,  which  was 
intrenched,  and  which  we  occupied  until  the  di- 
vision was  ordered  back  to  camp  near  Hamilton's  t 
Crossing.  The  charge  of  the  brigade,  made  at  a 
critical  moment,  when  the  enemy  had  broken,  and 
was  hotly  pressing  the  centre  of  the  line  in  our 
front,  with  apparently  overwhelming  numbers,  not 
only  checked  his  advance,  but  threw  him  back  in 
disorder,  and  pushed  him,  with  heavy  loss,  from 
his  last  line  of  works. 
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Too  high  praise  cannot  b  ?  accredited  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  for  their  gallantry,  fortitude,  and 
manly  courage  during  this  brief  but  arduous  cam- 
paign. Exposed  as  they  had  been  for  five  days 
immediately  preceding  the  fights,  on  the  picket 
line,  they  were,  of  course,  somewhat  wearied,  but 
the  order  to  move  forward  and  confront  the  enemy 
brightened  every  eye  and  quickened  every  step. 
Under  fire  all  through  Wednesday,  Wednesday 
night,  and  Thursday,  without  being  able  efjpctually 
to  return  this  fire,  they  bore  all  bravely,  and  led 
the  march  towards  Chancellorsville  on  Friday 
morning  in  splendid  order.  The  advance  of  the 
brigade  on  Friday  afternoon  was  made  under  the 
very  eyes  of  our  departed  hero,  Jackson,  and  of 
Major-General  A.  P.  Hill,  whose  words  of  praise 
and  commendation,  bestowed  upon  the  field,  we 
fondly  cherish,  and  on  Sunday  the  magnificent 
charge  of  the  brigade  upon  the  enemy's  last  and 
most  terrible  stronghold  was  made  in  view  of 
Major-General  Stuart,  and  our  division  commander 
Major-General  R.  E.  Rodes,  whose  testimony, 
that  it  was  the  most  glorious  charge  of  that  most 
glorious  day,  we  are  proud  to  remember,  and  to 
report  to  our  kindred  and  friends. 

To  enumerate  all  the  officers  and  men  who  de- 
serve special  mention  for  their  gallantry,  would  be 
.to  return  a  list  of  all  who  were  on  the  field.  All 
met  the  enemy  with  unflinching  courage  :  and  for 
the  privations,  hardships,  and  splendid  marches, 
all  of  which  were  cheerfully  borne,  they  richly  de- 
serve the  thanks  of  our  beautiful  and  glorious 
Confederacy. 

I  cannot  close  without  mentioning  the  con- 
spicuous gallantry  and  great  efficiency  of  my  regi- 
mental commanders.  Colonel  Parker,  of  the 
Thirtieth,  who  was  detached  during  the  fight  of 
Sunday  to  support  a  battery,  and  having  accom- 
plished that  object,  moved  forward  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  greatly  contributed  to  wrest 
the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Chancellorsville  from 
their  grasp,  as  well  as  prevent  their  threatened 
demonstrations  upon  the  right  of  my  brigade. 
The  gallant  Grimes  of  the  Fourth,  whose  conduct 
on  other  fields  gave  promise  of  what  was  fully 
realized  on  this.  Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  Four- 
teenth, conspicuous  for  his  coolness  under  the 
hottest  fire  ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  manly 
and  chivalrous  Cox,  of  the  Second,  the  accom- 
plished gentleman,  splendid  soldier,  and  warm 
friend,  who,  though  wounded  five  times,  remained 
with  his  regiment  until  exhausted.  In  common 
with  the  entire  command  I  regret  his  temporary 
absence  from  the  field,  where  he  loved  to  be. 
Major  Hart,  Second  North  Carolina  troops,  com- 
manded the  skirmishers  faithfully  and  well.  To 
the  field  and  company  officers,  one  and  all,  my 
thanks  are  due  for  the  zeal  and  bravery  displayed 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  To  the 
gentlemen  of  my  staff  I  owe  especial  thanks  for 
services  rendered  on  the  march  and  upon  the 
field.  Captain  Seaton  Gales,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  and  Lieutenant  Richmond,  aid-de-camp, 
were  with  me  all  the  time,  promptly  carrying 
orders  under  the  very  hottest  fire.  I  take  pleasure, 
too,  in  speaking  of  the  bearing  of  private  James 


Stinson,  courier,  a  youth  of  twenty,  who  displayed 

rlities  a  veteran  might  boast  of,  and  of  the  cou- 
t  of  private  J.  F.  Beggarly,   also  a  courier  to 
headquarters.     To  Dr.  Briggs,  senior  surgeon  of 
the  brigade,  my  thanks  are  due  for  his  skill,  zeal, 
and  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  RAMSEUE, 

Brigadier- General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GENERAL  BARKSDALE. 

FREDERICKSBURG,  May  15, 1863. 
Major  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  G.}  Army  Northern 

Virginia : 

MAJOR  :  When  General  McLaws  moved  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  I  was 
temporarily  detached  from  my  command,  and  or- 
dered to  .report  to  General  Early.  My  brigade 
was  then  at  Marye's  hill,  with  the  exception  of 
twelve  companies,  which  were  protecting  the  river 
from  Taylor's  hill  to  the  Ferneyhough  house. 
By  General  Early's  order,  I,  with  the  Thirteenth 
and  Seventeeth  regiments,  relieved  the  pickets  of 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Wofford  above  the  rail- 
road. The  brigade  was  then  extended  over  a 
picket  line  of  not  less  than  five  miles.  On  Sat- 
urday appearances  indicated  that  the  enemy  were 
leaving  their  encampments  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  and  were  marching  to  reenforce  Hooker. 
By  General  Early's  order,  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment of  my  brigade  was  left  to  picket  the  river, 
while  the  other  three  regiments,  with  three  of  his 
brigades,  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  main  army  at 
Chancellorsville.  He  had  marched  but  a  short 
distance,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  upon  General  Hays,  who  had  been 
left  with  his  brigade  on  the  line  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing  to  Fredericksburg.  General  Early  or- 
dered the  entire  command  to  return  to  its  former 
position.  About  two  o'clock,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, having  thrown  a  pontoon  bridge  over  the 
river,  the  enemy  commenced  crossing  into  Fred- 
ericksburg in  large  numbers.  I  at  once  informed 
General  Early  of  the  fact,  and  asked  for  reenforce- 
ments.  With  several  batteries,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Pendleton,  and  a  single  brigade 
of  infantry,  I  had  a  front  of  not  less  than  three 
miles  to  defend,  extending  from  Taylor's  hill  on 
the  left,  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  in  rear  of  the 
Howison  house.  The  Twenty-first  regiment  was 
posted  between  the  Marye  house  and  the  plank 
road,  three  companies  of  which  were  afterwards 
sent  to  the  support  of  the  Eighteenth  regiment, 
which  were  stationed  behind  the  stone  wall  at  the 
Marye  house.  The  Seventeenth  regiment  was 
placed  in  front  of  Lee's  hill,  and  the  Thirteenth 
still  farther  to/ the  right.  One  regiment  from 
General  Hays's  command  was  subsequently  placed 
to  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth.  Four  pieces  of 
artillery  were  placed  on  the  right  of  Marye's 
house,  two  on  the  left,  and  the  balance  on  Lee's 
and  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Howison  house, 
thus  making  the  only  disposition  of  the  small 
force  at  my  command  which,  in  my  judgment, 
would  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  the  line. 
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The  battle  commenced  at  daylight,  A  furious 
cannonading  was  opened  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  town,  and  along  both  banks  of  the  river. 
Two  assaults  were  made  upon  Marye's  heights, 
but  both  were  signally  repulsed.  About  eight 
o'clock  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  were  seen 
moving  up  the  river,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  possession  of  Taylor's  hill,  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  have  given  him  command  of  the 
position  which  I  held.  But  this  was  prevented  by 
the  timely  arrival  of  General  Hays,  with  four  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade.  '  The  enemy  having  thus 
been  foiled  in  his  purpose,  turned  the  head  of  his 
column  down  the  river  again ;  but  it  was  impossible 
to  tell  whether  he  had  abandoned  the  attempt,  or 
intended  to  a*dvance  again  on  the  same  position 
•with  a  still  heavier  force.  General  Wilcox  had 
now  reached  Taylor's  hill  with  three  regiments 
of  his  brigade,  one  of  which  he  promised  to  send 
to  the  right  in  case  it  should  be  needed.  This 
regiment  was  sent  for,  but  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  for  it  to  come  up  before  the  action  was  over. 
With  a  line  as  extended  as  this,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  small  number  of  forces  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  point  against 
which  the  enemy  would  hurl  the  immediate  force 
he  had  massed  in  town,  I  deemed  it  proper  that 
the  regiments  should  remain  as  they  then  were,  and 
await  the  happening  of  events.  Very  soon,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  came  out  from  his  hiding-place, 
and  moved  in  three  columns  and  three  lines  of 
battle,  twenty  thousand  strong,  against  the  posi- 
tion held  by  my  brigade.  At  the  same  instant 
Colonel  Humphreys  was  assailed  on  the  left,  Col- 
onels Holder  and  Carter,  and  the  Louisiana  regi- 
ment on  the  right,  and  Colonel  Griffin  in  the  cen- 
tre. After  a  determined  and  bloody  resistance  by 
Colonel  Griffin  and  the  Washington  artillery,  the 
enemy,  fully  twenty  to  one,  succeeded  in  gaining 
possession  of  Marye's  hill.  At  all  other  points 
he  was  triumphantly  repulsed ;  but  seeing  the  line 
broken  at  this  point,  I  ordered  the  Thirteenth, 
Seventeenth,  and  Louisiana  regiment  to  fall  back 
to  the  crest  of  Lee's  hill,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  getting  in  our  rear.  This  they  did,  resisting 
his  approach  at  every  step  ;  and  with  the  aid  of 
Frazer's  and  Carlton's  batteries,  both  of  which 
were  handled  with  the  most  consummate  skill  and 
courage,  finally  succeeded  in  checking  his  advance. 
The  Twenty-first  regiment,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  Eighteenth,  after  Marye's  hill  had  been  taken, 
fell  back,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  on  the  hills. 
The  distance  from  town  to  the  points  assailed  was 
so  short,  the  attack  so  suddenly  made,  and  the 
difficulty  of  removing  troops  from  one  part  of  the 
line  to  another  was  so  great,  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  either  General  Wilcox  or  General 
Hays  to  reach  the  scene  of  action  In  time  to  af- 
ford any  assistance  whatever.  It  will  then  be 
seen  that  Marye's  hill  was  defended  by  but  one 
small  regiment,  three  companies,  and  four  pieces 
of  artillery.  A  more  heroic  struggle  was  never 
made  by  a  mere  handful  of  men  against  over- 
whelming odds.  According  to  the  enemy's  own 
accounts,  many  of  this  noble  little  band  resisted 
to  the  death,  with  clubbed  guns,  even  after  his 


vast  hordes  had  swept  over  and  around  the  walls. 
His  loss,  from  reports  published  in  his  own  papers, 
was  a  thousand  killed  and  wounded  ;  but,  accord- 
ing to  statements  from  intelligent  citizens,  it 
reached  two  thousand.  Upon  the  pretext  of  tak- 
ing care  of  their  wounded  the  enemy  asked  a  flag 
of  truce,  after  the  second  assault  at  Marye's  hill, 
which  was  granted  by  Colonel  Griffin,  and  thus 
the  weakness  of  our  force  at  that  point  was  dis- 
covered.* It  is  proper  to  say  that  Colonel  Griffin, 
who  is  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  granted  this 
flag  of  truce  without  consulting  me.  The  next 
morning  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the 
river  road,  General  Gordon  in  front,  General  Hays 
on  the  left,  and  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
road.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  Lee's  and 
Marye's  hills  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
General  Gordon  took  possession  of  Marye's  hill 
without  opposition.  My  brigade  was  ordered  to 
the  stone  wall  in  front  of  the  hill ;  and  I  was  or- 
dered to  send  out  skirmishers,  and  if  the  town 
was  not  strongly  defended,  to  storm  and  take  it. 
I  at  once  sent  out  both  scouts  and  skirmishers, 
both  of  whom  reported  that,  in  their  judgment, 
the  town  was  in  a  state  of  strong  defence  ;  that 
rifle-pits  had  been  dug  across  the  streets,  and  that 
cannon  had  been  planted  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  ^vhich  completely  commanded  the  entire 
town.  This  fact  I  reported  to  General  Early,  who 
ordered  me  to  remain  where  I  then  was,  and  pre- 
vent any  advance  from  town  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  During  the  night  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river ;  and  on  the  following  morning  I  moved 
in  and  occupied  the  town,  capturing  about  forty 
prisoners.  In  concluding  this  brief  report,  I  de- 
sire specially  to  mention  the  names  of  Captain  J.  A. 
Barksdale,  adjutant  of  this  brigade ;  Lieutenant  J. 
A.  Gibson,  acting  inspector-general ;  Harris  Barks- 
dale,  aid-de-camp,  as  having  acted  with  the  great- 
est possible  coolness  and  gallantry.  Dr.  Hill, 
senior  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  all  the  regi- 
mental surgeons,  did  their  M-hole  duty.  All  the 
couriers  who  were  with  us,  J.  T.  Broach,  W.  M. 
Palmer,  and  W.  L.  McKee,  carried  my  messages 
to  the  different  commands  promptly,  regardless 
of  danger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BARKSDALE, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

KEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  POSEY. 

HEADQUARTERS  POSEY'S  BRIGADE,  NEAR  > 
FREDERICKSBURG,  VA.,  May  li>,  18(53.     ) 

To  Major   Thomas   S.   Mitts,   A.   A.    General, 
Anderson's  Division : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  a  re- 
port of  the  part  my  brigade  took  in  the  recent 
engagement  about  Chancellorsville  and   Freder- 
icksburg.      On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  being  then  in  camp  with  Brigadier-Gen- 
j  eral   Mahone,  near  the  United  States  Ford,  we 
';  were  advised  by  our  scouts  and  the  cavalry  pick- 
ets, who  were  posted  at  Ely's  Ford  and  Gerrnana 
,  bridge,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  in  heavy  force 
;  at  those  points,  and  were  advancing  on  the  Ely 
|  and  plank  roads  towards  Chancellorsville.     Upon 
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consultation,  we  concluded  to  leave  five  companies 
of  my  brigade,  (Nineteenth  Mississippi  regiment,) 
and  one  regiment  of  General  Mahone's  brigade, 
to  watch  and  defend  the  United  States  Ford,  while 
we  moved  our  brigades  to  Chancellorsville.  On 
reaching  that  place,  we  posted  my  brigade  on^the 
right  and  left  of  the  plank  road  at  Chancellorsville, 
and  General  Mahone's  brigade  in  Bollard's  and 
Nixley's  fields,  half  mile  from  Chancellorsville,  on 
the  Ely  road.  We  remained  in  this  position  until 
about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  thirtieth, 
when  we  were  directed  by  the  Major-General 
commanding,  who  reached  Chancellorsville  about 
twelve  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  move  our  commands  back 
to  a  position  where  the  mine  road  crosses  the 
old  pike  and  plank  road.  We  remained  in  this 
position  until  the  next  morning  about  nine  o'clock, 
May  first,  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my  bri- 
gade up  the  plank  road.  After  moving  about  two 
miles,  I  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  Albritlge's  field, 
between  the  plank  road  and  old  pike,  and  sent 
out  the  Twelfth  regiment  as  skirmishers,  moving 
the  other  three  regiments  forward  as  fast  as  the 
skirmishers  advanced ;  the  advanced  line  of  skir- 
mishers soon  encountered  the  enemy,  when  I  ad- 
vanced another  line,  and  we  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  back  in  gallant  style,  until  we  en- 
countered the  enemy  in  heavy  iforce  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle  on  the  furnace  road ;  this  line  was 
soon  broken  by  the  vigorous  onset  of  my  skir- 
mishers, (at  this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris, 
commanding  the  Twelfth,  was  severely  wounded 
while  gallantly  leading  on  his  command,  and  was 
taken  off  the  field.)  I  continued  my  advance 
across  the  furnace  road,  through  a  dense  wood, 
thickly  set  with  undergrowth,  driving  back  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  through  the  woods,  until  I 
reached  a  marsh,  and  became  much  exposed  to  a 
rapid  shelling  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I 
halted  my  command,  and  remained  here  until 
about  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  received  an 
order  from  the  Major-General  commanding  to  ad- 
vance as  far  as  I  could.  I  then  pushed  my  skir- 
mishers forward,  and  with  much  difficulty  crossed 
the  marsh  in  front,  and  advanced  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  enemy's  lines  of  works ;  the  enemy 
on  my  right  being  on  my  flank  and  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  my  right.  I  remained  in  this  position 
until  about  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when 
I  was  relieved  by  Brigadier-General  Thomas  ;  and 
then  moved  with  my  brigade  to  the  field  in  rear 
of  the  furnace  road,  where  my  command  was 
allowed  to  rest  for  a  short  time.  Saturday,  second 
May,  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  my  command  moved 
down  the  furnace  road,  and  formed  a  line  of  bat- 
tle with  three  regiments,  (the  Forty-eighth  being 
left  behind  as  skirmishers,  and  not  being  relieved 
until  late  at  night,)  on  each  side  of  the  road,  about 
five  hundred  yards  from  the  furnace.  Here  my 
skirmishers  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
during  the  whole  day  and  part  of  the  night,  the 
enemy  being  in  heavy  force  in  my  front,  and 
making  frequent  efforts  to  advance,  without  sue- 
on  every  occasion  my  line  of  skirmishers 
drove  them  back  in  confusion.  On  the  morning 
of  the  third,  the  enemy  having  disappeared  from 


;  my  front,  I  advanced  my  command,  by  the  fur- 
j  nace,  capturing  many  prisoners  and  arms,  until  I 
!  reached  a  point  in  a  field  in  rear  of  our  batteries 
'  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  lines ;  here  I 
formed  my  command  in  column  of  regiments,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  was  ordered  to  advance  by 
flank  to  the  right,  and  attack  the  enemy,  who 
were  in  strong  force  on  a  hill  in  front.  I  deployed 
first  the  Nineteenth,  then  the  Twelfth,  Forty- 
eighth,  and  Sixteenth,  directing  the  commanders 
to  move  by  the  left  flank  (which  would  bring  them 
in  line  of  battle,  fronting  the  enemy)  as  soon  as 
they  attained  sufficient  room  in  the  woods,  and 
push  forward  their  skirmishers  vigorously  against 
the  enemy's.  The  movement  was  made  in  fine 
order  under  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  grape ;  as  each 
regiment  attained  its  position,  the  commanders 
pushed  forward  gallantly  and  irresistibly  through 
a  dense  wood  and  over  a  wide  abatis,  and  into 
the  trenches  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  off  with 
much  slaughter,  and  capturing  many  prisoners. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers 
and  men  for  this  gallant  and  daring  and  irresistible 
charge,  sweeping  the  enemy  for  more  than  a  half 
mile  of  their  strong  works,  overcoming,  without 
hesitation,  both  natural  and  artificial  obstacles. 
It  would  not  be  proper  "in  this  limited  report  to 
mention  the  many  instances  of  individual  daring 
which  came  under  my  observation,  and  which  have 
been  reported  to  me ;  and  where  all  the  officers 
and  men  behaved  so  nobly  it  would  be  invidious 
to  individualize.  Commanders  of  regiments  acted 
with  consummate  skill  and  valor.  Colonel  Baker, 
of  the  Sixteenth,  attacked  the  enemy's  works  on 
their  extreme  right ;  Colonel  Jayne,  of  the  Forty- 
eighth,  (who  was  wounded  in  the  charge,)  next ; 
Major  Thomas,  of  the  Twelfth,  and  Colonel  Harris 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  These  commanders 
simultaneously  charged  the  enemy's  works,  and  I 
am  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  success  of  my 
command.  My  command,  after  storming  the 
works,  being  somewhat  scattered  on  accoont  of 
the  dense  woods  and  vigorous  pursuit,  I  moved  it 
back  a  short  distance  and  re-formed  in  an  open 
field  on  the  right,  and  in  a  very  short  time  was 
ready  to  move  forward.  On  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  my  command  was  moved  on  the  old  pike,  the- 
left  resting  near  Chancellorsville  house,  and  my 
right  extended  on  the  pike.  I  here  sent  out  ten 
companies  of  skirmishers,  who  penetrated  to  Bal- 
lard's  and  Nixley's  field,  where  the  enemy  were 
in  force  and  throwing  up  works  of  defence.  In  the 
afternoon,  my  brigade,  with  Generals  Wright's 
and  Perry's,  were  moved  near  the  United  States 
Ford,  where  I  sent  out  the  Nineteenth  and 
Twelfth  regiments  and  drove  in  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers. The  next  day,  Monday,  the  fourth,  my 
command  was  moved,  with  Generals  Wright  and 
Perry,  towards  Fredericksburg,  and  in  the  after- 
noon formed  a  line  of  battle  near  Hazel  Run,  front- 
ing Dolmer's  house.  At  the  signal  to  advance, 
led  by  the  Major-General  commanding,  my  com- 
mand moved  across  to  the  plank  road,  opposite 
Guests's  house,  under  heavy  fire,  and  at  dark 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  remained  until  about 
twelve  o'clock,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  a 
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point  up  the  plank  road  near  Banks's  Ford.  Dur- 
ing this  time  my  skirmishers  were  actively  en- 
gaged and  brought  in  many  prisoners.  I  re- 
mained near  Banks's  Ford  during  the  balance  of 
the  night,  and  the  next  evening,  the  fifth,  in  a 
severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  advanced  to 
within  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  and  bivou- 
acked for  the  night.  Early  the  next  day,  sixth,  I 
was  moved  to  Ballard's  field,  and  that  evening 
returned  to  my  old  camp  near  Fredericksburg. 
My  command  was  on  foot  from  the  twenty-ninth 
of  April  to  the  seventh  May,  inclusive,  and 
bore  the  privations,  fatigue,  labor,  and  fighting 
without  a  murmur.  My  staff  officers,  Stanhope 
Posey,  A.  A.  General,  and  J.  B.  Posey,  A.  D.  C., 
rendered  good  services.  My  Aid-de-camp  being 
very  sick,  had  to  leave  the  field  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  my  assistant  adjutant-general  being 
wounded  on  Saturday,  was  disabled  from  doing 
active  duty,  but  remained  in  the  field  while  the 
fighting  lasted.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  my 
couriers,  Mr.  Asberry  Hancock,  acted  both  a 
courier  and  aid-de-camp,  and  did  most  valuable 
service,  displaying  acts  of  daring  and  heroism 
worthy  of  mention,  and  for  his  conduct  in  the 
field  in  front  of  the  enemy  deserves  the  highest 
consideration,  and  should  be  promoted.  My 
courier,  Weil,  also  deserves  mention.  I  must 
here  mention  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manlove, 
of  the  Forty-eighth,  volunteered,  and  gallantly 
led  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  Friday  morning  with 
good  effect.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the 
gallant  conduct  of  T.  L.  Duke,  chaplain  of  the 
Nineteenth  regiment,  who  remained  in  front  of 
his  regiment  with  his  musket  during  the  series  of 
engagements,  and  mainly  directed  the  movements 
of  the  skirmishers  of  that  regiment.  I  herewith 
send  a  list  of  casualties,  and  also  the  reports  of 
commanders  of  regiments,  giving  more  particular 
details  which  are  interesting. 

Very  respectfully, 

CARNOT  POSEY, 

Brigadier- General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIG.-GENERAI,  A.  R.  WRIGHT. 

HEADQUARTERS  WRIGHT'S  BRIGADE,     > 
CAMP  NEAR  GUINEAS'S  STATION,  May  13, 1803.  \ 

To  Major  Thomas  S.  Mitts,  A.  A.  Q.,  Anderson's 

Division : 

MAJOR  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  engagements 
near  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville,  together 
with  a  correct  list  of  casualties  sustained  by  this 
command.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  I  received 
orders  to  move  with  my  command  to  or  near 
Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  in  supporting  distance 
of  General  Early's  left,  I  immediately  put  my 
brigade  in  motion,  and  at  twelve  M.,  reached  the 
position  indicated,  with  my  right  near  to  Early's 
left.  Here  I  remained  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General 
Anderson,  I  moved  my  command  near  to  his 
headquarters,  on  the  military  road.  Here  we 
bivouacked,  as  we  hoped,  for  the  night,  but  at 
twelve  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  rapidly  with 


my  command  to  Chancellorsville,  distant  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  where  I  would  report  to 
Major-General  Anderson.  During  a  drenching 
rain  and  impenetrable  darkness  we  commenced 
the  march,  and  moving  by  the  Fredericksburg  and 
Orange  plank  road,  at  daylight,  on  Thursday,  May 
the  thirtieth,  I  reported  in  person  the  arrival  of  my 
brigade  at  Chancellorsville.  Here  I  received  orders 
to  retrace  my  steps,  and  fall  back  towards  Freder- 
icksburg, as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  old  mine  road 
on  the  plank  road,  and  there  await  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  then  reported  as  advancing  in  heavy 
force  by  the  Ely's  Ford  and  Germana  roads.  At 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.  I  reached  the  desired  position, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  on  a  range  of  hills  in  rear 
of  Hopewell  nursery,  with  my  right  resting  upon 
the  plank  road.  My  men  had  marched  twenty- 
seven  miles  in  less  than  twenty-one  hours,  and 
most  of  the  time  in  a  heavy  rain  and  through  deep 
mud,  and  when  I  halted,  were  almost  completely 
exhausted.  After  a  hasty  reconnoissance  of  the 
position  I  concluded  to  change  my  line  to  the 
crest  of  a  range  of  hills,  upon  which  the  small-pox 
hospital  and  an  old  church  were  situated,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  my  first 
position.  Here  I  formed  as  before  with  my  right 
resting  upon  the  plank  road,  and  my  left  upon  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  railroad.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  having  received  a  few  intrench- 
ing tools,  I  commenced  digging  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
in  front  of  my  position,  and  by  working  during  the 
whole  night  I  had,  by  seven  o'clock  on  Friday 
morning,  my  entire  line  well  protected,  having 
also,  during  the  night,  kept  a  detail  at  work 
throwing  up  anepaulementfor  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery on  the  right  of  the  plank  road.  No  enemy 
having  appeared  in  sight  in  front  of  my  position, 
at  about  noon,  on  Friday,  the  first  of  May,  I  was 
ordered  to  move  my  brigade  up  the  plank  road, 
and,  feeling  for  the  enemy,  to  drive  him  before 
s  should  he  be  found.  Having  proceeded  about 
one  mile  my  skirmishers  became  engaged  with 
the  enemy's  advance,  who  began  very  soon  to  give 
way,  while  I  pressed  forward  with  the  main  body 
of  my  command,  until  having  reached  within  one 
and  a  half  or  two  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I  dis- 
covered the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  occupying 
a  position  on  both  sides  of  the  plank  road,  along 
the  skirt  of  a  heavy  forest,  with  a  large  clearing  in 
his  front.  At  this  point,  by  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Jackson,  Alexander's  battalion  of 
artillery  was  placed  in  position,  and  supported  by 
my  brigade,  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
line.  Meanwhile  I  threw  forward  a  strong  body 
of  skirmishers  from  the  Third  Georgia  regiment 
on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and  pushing  them  well 
to  the  front,  those  on  the  right  soon  became  ac- 
tively engaged  with  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  :  the  firing  continuing  very  heavy 
on  my  right,  I  ordered  Captain  Jones's  company, 
Second  Georgia  battalion,  to  the  support  of  com- 
pany "  H,"  Third  Georgia  regiment,  then  on  the 
right.  In  a  very  few  minutes  the  enemy  began 
to  give  way,  and  Captain  Jones  continued  to  press 
them  for  some  distance  through  the  dense  wood. 
About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  I  received 
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orders  from  General  Anderson  to  move  my  brigade 
across  and  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and,  bear- 
ing well  off  from  the  road,  endeavor  to  get  upon 
the  enemy's  right  flank  and  rear.  I  immediately 
commenced  the  movement,  and  reaching  the  Gor- 
donsville  and  Fredericksburg  railroad,  I  moved 
rapidly  up  that  road,  keeping  Captain  Wilson's 
company,  Forty-eighth  Georgia  regiment,  and 
Captain  Scragg's  company,  Twenty-second  Georgia 
regiment,  well  in  advance,  as  skirmishers. 

About  six  o'clock  P.  M.  I  reached  Wellford's 
iron  furnace,  one  and  a  half  miles  south-west  of 
Chancellors ville,  where  I  found  Major-General 
Stuart,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  con- 
siderable force,  was  occupying  the  thick  woods 
north  of,  and  near  the  furnace,  in  the  direction  of 
Chancellorsville.  I  immediately  prepared  to  give 
him  battle,  and  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
well,  commanding  Forty-eighth  Virginia  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warden,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Georgia  regiment,  to  move  cau- 
tiously forward  through  the  almost  impenetrable 
forest,  with  one  company  for  each  regiment  thrown 
forward  as  skirmishers,  and,  finding  the  enemy,  to 
press  him  vigorously.  The  Third  Georgia  regi- 
ment and  Second  Georgia  battalion  I  held  in  re- 
serve, to  be  used  as  occasion  might  require.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Carswell  and  Warden,  moving 
rapidly  forward,  were  soon  engaged  with  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  the  firing  for  a 
few  minutes  was  very  severe.  Through  this 
heavy  fire  Carswell  and  Warden  continued  to 
press,  and  their  gallant  commands  soon  cleared 
the  woods,  and  reaching  the  edge  of  an  open  field, 
charged  upon  and  drove  the  enemy  up  a  high  hill, 
in  rear  of  a  farm  house,  where  he  took  shelter 
under  cover  of  a  dense  pine  thicket.  Fearing  lest 
my  small  command  should  fall  into  a  Yankee  trap, 
I  ordered  my  line  to  halt,  and  despatched  a  mes- 
senger to  General  Stuart,  asking  that  he  send  me 
a  portion  of  his  artillery,  under  cover  of  whose 
fire  I  intended  again  to  charge  the  enemy,  unless 
our  artillery  should  show  them  to  be  in  very 
greatly  superior  force.  Some  time  elapsed  before 
our  guns  could  be  got  into  position,  owing  to  the 
character  of  the  ground  and  the  very  bad  roads 
over  which  they  had  to  pass,  and  it  was  nearly 
sunset  before  we  opened  our  fire.  Immediately 
the  enemy  responded  with  two  heavy  batteries, 
one  immediately  in  front  and  one  upon  our  right, 
and  very  soon  a  third  opened  upon  us  from  a  high 
hill  on  our  left.  Our  guns  replied  with  spirit,  but 
owing  to  the  superior  number  of  guns  opposed  to 
them  and  their  advantageous  position,  the  result 
was  not  as  favorable  to  us  as  I  had  hoped  and  an- 
ticipated. Ascertaining  the  locality  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell  to 
move  off  by  his  left  flank  through  a  deep  ravine 
near  the  edge  of  the  field,  in  which  the  enemy's 
guns  were  posted,  and  gaining  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  enemy's  battery  upon  our  left,  to  charge 
upon  and  take  it.  But  owing  to  the  near  approach 
of  night  and  the  'dense  undergrowth  through 
which  we  had  to  pass,  it  was  found  impossi- 
ble to  accomplish  my  object,  and,  at  dark,  the 
firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  and  I  withdrew  my 
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men;  and,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Jackson,  received  through  Major-General 
Stuart,  I  marched  by  the  furnace  road,  and,  at 
eleven  o'clock  p.  M.  rejoined  my  division,  then 
on  the  plank  road  about  one  mile  from  Chancel- 
lorsville. My  loss,  during  the  day,  amounted  to 
two  killed  and  twenty- two  wounded.  The  enemy's 
loss  I  had  no  means  of  discovering,  as  I  left  the 
scene  of  conflict  so  soon,  but  it  must  have  been 
very  considerable,  including  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  second  instant, 
I  was  ordered  to  form  my  brigade  on  the  left  of, 
and  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  with  my 
right  resting  upon  it,  keeping  one  regiment  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  well  to  the  front  in  the  dense 
woods.  In  this  position  I  continued  until  two 
o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  received  orders  to  move 
quickly  in  the  direction  of  the  iron  furnace  to  the 
support  of  General  Posey,  who  was  then  threatened 
by  a  heavy  force  of  the  Yankees.  Just  at  tin's  time 
the  enemy  advanced  two  full  brigades  upon  the 
Third  Georgia  regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers 
in  my  front,  and  commenced  a  fire  upon  that  regi- 
ment. I  was  compelled  to  leave  it  unsupported, 
but  reporting  the  fact  promptly  to  the  Major- 
General  commanding  the  division,  I  proceeded 
rapidly  to  the  support  of  General  Posey,  whose 
brigade  I  found  in  line  extending  on  both  sides  of 
the  road  to  the  furnace,  and  distant  from  the  latter 
about  one  thousand  yards.  The  enemy  appeared 
in  considerable  force  upon  the  hills  around  the 
furnace,  and  had  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters 
advanced  as  far  as  the  small  run  which  flows  at 
the  foot  of  the  furnace  hill.  After  a  brief  consul- 
tation with  General  Posey,  I  formed  my  brigade 
on  his  right,  with  my  line  extending  well  to  the 
right  in  the  direction  of  the  left  of  the  Third 
Georgia  regiment,  left,  as  before  stated,  hotly 
engaged  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  The 
firing  continuing  so  incessant  and  terrific  in 
the  direction  of  the  latter  regiment,  I  despatched 
a  messenger  to  Major  Jones,  commanding,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  things  in  his  imme- 
diate front,  and  to  inform  him  of  my  readiness 
to  reenforce  him  if  he  should  require  it,  but  or- 
dering him  to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards,  as 
he  held  the  key  to  our  whole  line  in  this  quarter. 
Having  received  an  answer  from  Major  Jones  that 
he  was  not  only  able  to  hold  his  own  against  the 
terrible  odds  to  which  he  was  opposed,  but  that 
he  was  actually  advancing  upon  and  driving  the 
enemy  before  him,  I  drew  in  my  line  upon  the  left 
and  concentrated  the  balance  of  my  brigade  there, 
in  order  to  cooperate  more  favorably  with  Posey, 
who  was,  about  this  time,  threatened  with  a  heavy 
force  which  was  seen  advancing  down  the  hill 
from  the  furnace,  and  approaching  his  position 
with  loud  cheers.  This  was  about  dark  on  Satur- 
day, and  as  the  enemy's  threatened  movement 
against  General  Posey  was  not  made,  I  again  di- 
rected my  attention  in  the  direction  of  Major 
Jones's  position  on  my  right. 

Shortly  after  dark  the  firing  ceased  along  my 
whole  front,  and  at  half  past  eight  o'clock,  Major 
Jones's  Third  Georgia  regiment  having  been  re- 
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lieved  from  its  position  in  the  woods,  as  skirmish- 
ers, returned  to  the  brigade  and  was  formed  upon 
its  right.  My  loss  during  the  day  was  very  slight, 
though  I  regret  to  add  that  some  of  my  men,  who 
were  wounded  the  day  before  and  left  at  the  fur- 
nace in  hospital,  were  to-day  captured,  together 
with  two  ambulances,  which  had  been  sent  up  to 
bring  them  off.  When  the  depot  for  my  wounded 
was  established  at  the  furnace  it  was  at  least  a 
mile  within  our  lines,  but  by  some  means  unknown 
to  me  the  enemy  retook  the  position  on  this  day, 
(Saturday,  the  second,)  and  thus  got  possession 
of  some  of  my  wounded  men. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  I  received  orders  to 
advance  my  brigade  through  the  woods  in  the  di- 
rection of  Chancellorsville,  connecting  my  right 
with  General  Mahone's  left  and  my  left  with  Gen- 
eral Posey's  right.  This  gave  me  a  line  of  over  a 
mile  to  cover  with  less  than  sixteen  hundred  men. 
I  soon  found  that  this  was  entirely  impracticable, 
and  I  pushed  forward  through  the  woods  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  equidistant  from  Mahone  and  Posey, 
keeping  my  flanks  protected  by  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers  and  flankers.  In  this  order  I  moved 
steadily  on  my  right,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  until  I  fell  upon  a 
strong  body  of  Yankee  infantry  posted  in  the 
woods,  about  one  half  a  mile  in  the  front  (as  I 
afterwards  discovered)  of  a  strong  line  of  rifle-pits, 
protected  by  abatis  formed  by  the  felling  of  the 
thick  forest  timber  for  some  distance  in  front  of 
their  intrenchments.  Quickly  engaging  the  enemy 
with  vigor  he  gave  way,  and  I  pursued  him  up 
and  into  his  strong  works.  Here  my  small  com- 
mand encountered  the  most  terrible  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  our 
farther  advance  was  temporarily  checked.  About 
this  time  firing  on  my  left  was  heard,  and  I  felt 
assured  Posey  was  up  to  his  work.  Not  having 
heard  from  or  of  General  Mahone,  I  despached  an 
officer  of  my  staff  to  seek  him  and  inform  him  of 
my  position,  and  beg  him  to  move  forward  to  my 
support.  Immediately  after  this  messenger  left 
me,  Major  Taylor,  an  officer  in  command  of  Gen- 
eral Mahone's  line  of  skirmishers,  approached  me 
and  informed  me  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  lo- 
cality of  General  Mahone's  brigade,  except  when 
last  heard  from  it  was  very  far  in  the  rear,  and 
that  he  (Taylor)  should  wait  or  fall  back  with  his 
skirmishers  until  he  could  be  brought  near  to  his 
brigade.  I  urged  him  not  to  do  so,  as  I  had  just 
sent  word  to  General  Mahone,  informing  him  of 
the  condition  of  things  in  front,  and  urging  him 
to  come  to  my  support,  and  which  I  thought  he 
would  speedily  do.  Directly  after  this  Major 
Taylor  left  me,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  or  Gen- 
eral Mahone's  forces  during  the  day.  Being  thus 
without  support  on  my  right,  I  determined  to 
move  a  little  towards  the  left,  where  I  continued 
to  hear  Posey's  fire,  and  ordered  Major  Jones, 
with  his  Third  Georgia  regiment,  to  deploy  his 
line,  and  pushing  up  to  the  enemy's  works  examine 
his  position  and  report.  About  this  time  the 
firing  far  on  the  left  of  Posey's  position  became 
heavy,  and  I  felt  assured  that  Jackson  was  ad- 
vancing there.  Major  Jones  moved  his  regiment 
rapidly  up  to  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's 


works,  where,  pressed  by  Posey  and  Perry  on 
my  immediate  left,  and  Jackson  farther  on,  the 
Yankees  gave  way  and  fled  from  their  intrench- 
ments. We  pressed  forward  and  immediately 
occupied  them,  although  on  my  right  the  enemy 
still  retained  possession  of  their  works  and  opened 
a  pretty  sharp  fire  of  shell  and  musketry  upon  us 
as  we  took  possession  of  their  abandoned  rifle-pits. 
I  was  then  ordered  by  Major-General  Anderson 
to  move  up  the  Third  Georgia  regiment  and  dis- 
lodge the  enemy's  sharpshooters  on  our  right,  and 
then  push  forward  for  the  enemy's  battery,  which 
was  playing  so  incessantly  upon  us.  The  order 
was  given,  and  the  Third  Georgia  commenced  its 
movement  along  the  line  of  rifle-pits  towards  the 
plank  road,  led  by  Major  Jones.  In  a  few  minutes 
he  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  right  arm, 
(since  amputated,)  and  the  command  devolved 
upon  Captain  Andrews,  who  continued  to  advance, 
until  having  reached  the  plank  road  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  Chancellorsville,  I  ordered 
him  to  charge  the  enemy,  then  in  some  confusion 
around  and  in  the  rear  of  the  brick  house.  This 
charge  was  made  with  spirit,  and  the  enemy  fled, 
leaving  us  in  entire  possession  of  his  strong  posi- 
tion. At  this  point  we  captured  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  eight  caissons,  and  about  three  hun- 
dred prisoners.  I  immediately  re-formed  my  bri- 
gade (now  somewhat  scattered  in  running  through 
the  woods  and  timber)  along  the  road  in  front  of 
the  brick  house,  and  ordered  four  companies  of  the 
Third  Georgia  forward  on  both  sides  of  Ely's  Ford 
road  as  skirmishers  to  feel  for  the  flying  foe.  Soon 
as  I  had  my  line  formed  and  ready  to  press  on,  I 
reported  the  fact  to  Major  General  Anderson,  who, 
with  General  Lee,  had  ridden  upon  the  field,  and 
then  received  orders  to  move  down  the  plank  road 
for  a  few  rods  and  await  further  orders.  Meanwhile 
my  skirmishers  had  overtaken  the  running  Yan- 
kees, and  had  succeeded  in  capturing  an  entire 
Yankee  regiment,  (the  Twenty-seventh  Connecti- 
cut,) with  all  its  field  officers  and  about  six  or 
seven  hundred  men.  I  continued  to  scour  the 
woods  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  captured  quite  a 
number  of  straggling  Yankees. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  down  a  by- 
road in  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Ford, 
following  Posey's  brigade.  Nothing  of  impor- 
tance occurred  during  this  march,  and  at  night 
bivouacked  near  Childs's  house.  My  loss  during 
this  day  was  pretty  severe,  amounting  to  seven- 
teen killed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
wounded,  including  in  the  list  of  killed  some  of 
my  besjt  officers. 

On  Monday  morning  I  received  orders  to  move 
back  up  the  road,  towards  Chancellorsville,  until 
I  reached  the  turnpike  road  ;  and  from  thence  was 
ordered  down  the  turnpike  to  Salem  Church,  five 
miles  above  Fredericksburg,  which  point  we 
reached  about  noon,  when  I  halted  to  receive  fur- 
ther orders.  Major-General  Anderson  then  di- 
rected me  to  move  off'  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  passing  well  to  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line, 
to  take  position  on  the  slope  of  the  hills  in  rear 
of  Downman's  farm.  Here  I  formed  line  of  battle, 
my  right  upon  the  left  of  Hoke's  brigade,  of  Ear- 
ly's  division,  Posey's  right  upon  my  left. 
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The  enemy  were  in  position  along  the  north 
slope  of  the  ridge  upon  which  Downman's  house 
stands,  with  a  strong  line  of  sharpshooters  occupy- 
ing the  crest  of  the  ridge  and  the  house,  and 
fencing  around  Downman's  yard  with  heavy  bat- 
teries on  the  hills  in  their  rear.  At  the  appoint- 
ed signal,  just  before  sunset,  I  moved  forward 
by  the  right  flank  around  to  the  right  of  the  hill 
on  which  I  had  formed,  and  passing  up  a  ravine, 
came  upon  the  border  of  the  open  field  in  rear  of 
Downman's  house,  about  four  hundred  yards 
from  it,  and  here  rapidly  forming  in  line  I  charged 
across  the  fields,  swept  by  the  house,  and  reached 
the  woods  opposite,  driving  the  enemy  before  me 
like  chaff.  Arriving  at  the  skirt  of  the  woods,  I 
halted  my  command,  (fearing  if  I  proceeded  far- 
ther in  that  direction  I  should  encounter  Wof- 
ford's  brigade,  who,  I  had  been  informed,  would 
advance  in  that  direction,)  and  sent  a  messenger 
to  General  Anderson  informing  him  of  my  posi- 
tion, from  whom  I  received  instructions  to  wait  in 
my  then  position  for  further  orders.  During  this 
time  the  enemy  kept  up  a  murderous  fire  along  my 
whole  line,  and  with  considerable  effect.  I  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  dark,  subjected  to 
this  murderous  fire,  without  being  able  to  respond 
to  the  enemy's  guns.  Between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  to  the  plank  road, 
and  form  on  Posey's  left,  which  I  did,  and  soon 
after  we  moved  down  the  road  in  the  direction  of 
Banks's  Ford,  Posey  in  advance.  After  proceeding 
two  and  a  half  or  three  miles,  we  were  ordered  to 
halt ;  and  were  then  ordered  by  Major-General  An- 
derson to  bivouac  for  the  night.  My  loss  this  day 
was  considerable,  amounting  to  six  killed,  and 
eighty-three  wounded. 

On  Thursday,  the  fifth  instant,  about  two  o'clock 
P.  M.,  I  received  orders  to  move  my  command  im- 
mediately up  the  plank  road  to  Chancellors ville. 
I  commenced  the  march  at  once  in  one  of  the 
hardest  rains  I  have  ever  seen,  and  which  continued 
with  less  violence  during  the  whole  afternoon.  At 
dark,  we  encamped  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  Chancellorsville ;  and,  early  next  morning, 
(Wednesday,)  we  marched  to  Chancellorsville, 
and  from  thence  down  the  Ely's  Ford  road  to  a 
point  just  behind  Brooks's  house.  Here  we  were 
halted  until  about  noon,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
retrace  my  steps,  (the  Yankees  having  retired  be- 
yond the  river,)  and  take  my  men  into  their  camp, 
in  the  rear  of  Fredericksburg.  Thus  ended  the 
eight  days  of  marching  and  fighting. 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  brave  men  composing 
this  command,  close  my  brief  report  without  ex- 
pressing my  highest  admiration  for  their  splendid 
conduct  during  this  eventful  week.  No  man  ever 
had  better  or  braver  soldiers.  The  Twenty-second 
Georgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warden,  and  the' 
Forty-eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cars- 
well,  on  Friday,  near  the  iron  furnace,  acted  with 
distinguished  coolness  and  courage,  driving  a  vast- 
ly superior  force  of  the  Yankees  for  nearly  a  mile, 
and  only  relinquished  further  pursuit  by  receiving 
orders  from  me  to  halt.  On  the  same  day  Com- 
pany "  H,"  Captain  Luckee,  of  the  Third  Georgia, 
and  Company  "  B,"  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Second 


Georgia  battalion,  performed  efficient  and  valu- 
able service  as  skirmishers,  during  the  advance 
and  firing  on  the  plank  road. 

On  Saturday  the  Third  Georgia  sustained  its 
former  reputation  in  engaging  and  actually  re- 
pulsing two  brigades  of  the  enemy,  on  the  left  of 
the  plank  road,  near  Chancellorsville. 

On  Sunday,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  again  on 
Monday  afternoon,  near  Fredericksburg,  the  en- 
tire command  evinced  the  most  heroic  fortitude 
and  chivalric  daring ;  charging,  in  both  instances, 
and  routing  the  Yankee  infantry,  under  a  deadly 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  To  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Warden,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carswell, 
Major  Ross,  and  Major  Jones,  and  the  skilful  of- 
ficers and  brave  men  of  their  commands,  is  the 
country  in  no  small  degree  indebted  for  the  splen- 
did results  of  the  week.  • 

This  command  and  the  country  have  to  deplore 
the  untimely  loss  of  Captain  Heath,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia,  Captain  Kendrick  and  First 
Lieutenant  Spier,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia,  who 
were  killed  on  Sunday  near  Chancellorsville. 

To  Captain  Girardey,  A.  A.  general,  Lieuten- 
ant Hazlehurst  and  Captain  Bell,  aids-de-camp, 
I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  valuable  and  effi- 
cient services  during  all  the  week's  operations. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  WEIGHT. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT    OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL    PERRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  PERRY'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
•  May  9,  1863.      $ 

To  Major  Thomas  S.  Mills,  A.  A.  General : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command, 
consisting  of  the  Second  and  Eighth  Florida  regi- 
ments, in  the  recent  engagements  in  Spottsyl- 
vania  county : 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters, 
I  moved  my  command  to  the  heights  in  front  of 
Falmouth,  and  throwing  my  pickets  out  to  the 
river  bank,  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  about 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May, 
when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major-General 
Anderson,  I  moved  with  my  command  up  the  plank 
road,  and  into  the  old  turnpike  road.  I  advanced 
up  this  road  until  I  came  to  our  line  of  battle, 
held  by  Major-General  McLaws  on  the  right.  I 
then  received  an  order  from  Major-General  Mc- 
Laws to  form  my  brigade  on  the  right  of  Briga- 
dier-General Wofford's  brigade.  This  threw  me 
some  distance  to  the  right  of  the  old  mine  road. 
I  at  once  formed  my  line  of  battle,  and  receiving 
information  from  Major-General  McLaws  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  on  the  old  mine  road,  I 
threw  out  skirmishers  and  so  disposed  my  line  as 
to  enable  me  to  command  both  the  old  mine  road 
and  the  Dewson  Mill  road.  Brigadier-General 
Wilcox  soon  coming  up  and  forming  his  brigade 
on  my  right,  I  was  relieved  from  giving  further 
attention  to  the  Dewson  Mill  road,  and  resumed 
my  original  line,  my  right  regiment  resting  in  the 
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rifle-pits  on  the  left  of  the  Dewson  Mill  road. 
About  five  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  orders  from 
Major-General  McLaws  to  double  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers and  advance.  I  did  so  for  about  one  and 
one  half  miles,  encountering  no  enemy.  I  halted 
with  Brigadier-General  Wofford's  brigade  on  my 
left.  Brigadier-General  Wilcox  not  receiving  or- 
ders to  advance  at  the  time,  did  not  join  my  right. 
General  Wofford  having  become  disconnected  from 
the  line  on  his  left,  determined  to  bivouac  for  the 
night.  Accordingly  I  threw  out  a  strong  line  of 
pickets  and  disposed  my  men  for  rest.  They 
were  very  much  exhausted,  owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  country  through  which  they  had  advanced. 
About  ten  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to  retrace 
my  steps  and  march  up  the  turnpike  road  to  Ma- 
jor-General McLaws's  position.  I  did  so,  and 
having  arrived  with  my  brigade  near  General  Mc- 
Laws's headquarters,  received  an  order  revoking 
the  former  order,  and  directing  me  to  move  my 
command  back  to  the  position  I  had  just  left. 
Having  retaken  that  position,  I  remained  until 
morning,  everything  in  my  front  continuing  quiet. 
Brigadier-General  Wofford  having  reestablished 
his  connection  with  the  line  on  his  left,  the  line 
of  battle  was  advanced,  I  moving  in  conformity 
with  the  line  on  my  left,  keeping  out  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  and  sending  out  scouting  parties 
to  my  front  and  right,  we  encountered  no  resist- 
ance to  our  advance.  The  enemy  falling  back 
without  firing  a  gun,  we  took  a  few  prisoners  and 
found  some  abandoned  commissary  stores,  arms, 
&c.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  line 
was  closed  up  to  the  left  by  order  from  Major- 
General  McLaws,  until  my  left  rested  a«few  paces 
to  the  right  of  the  pike  road.  My  skirmishers 
here  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  driving 
back  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  holding  the 
ground  gained  against  a  brisk  fire  from  both  in- 
fantry and  artillery.  At  dark  I  received  an  order 


from  Major-General  McLaws  to  report  with  my 
command  to  Major-General  Anderson,  on  the  left 
of  Major-General  McLaws's  line,  and  in  obedience 


to  Major-General  Anderson's  orders,  bivouacked 
my  men  in  the  woods  for  rest.  Some  time  before 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  third  of  May,  I 
moved  my  command,  by  direction  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Anderson,  down  the  Catharpin  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  scouring  the  country  to  the  left  of 
and  rear  of  the  left  of  Major-General  Anderson's 
line.  I  found  the  country  clear,  and  moved  up 
by  the  furnace,  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  came 
up  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  near  to 
the  enemy's  works.  I  at  once  formed  my  line  of 
battle  and  pushed  forward  upon  the  right  flank 
of  the  enemy's  works  on  the  left  of  the  line  of 
Major-General  Anderson's  division.  The  fire  was 
quite  brisk  here  from  a  line  of  the  enemy,  thrown 
back  at  right  angles  to  this  front,  to  protect  his 
flank  and  rear.  This  line  soon  gave  way,  and 
pushing  forward,  I  found  myself  inside  of  his 
breastworks.  Having  no  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
and  the  woods  being  so  thick  as  to  entirely  ob- 
struct the  view,  I  was  at  a  loss  for  some  time  as  to 
the  direction  of  the  enemy's  next  line.  Their 
.musket  balls  soon  gave  me  the  proper  direction, 


I  and  I  changed  front,  and  sending  out  skirmishers, 

!  soon  found  their  line  on  the  thickly  wooded  hill 

!  in  the  rear  of  their  breastworks,  and  to  their  right 

of  the  field  in  front  of  Chancellor's.     I  ordered  a 

charge,  and  the  enemy,  after  one  or  two  rounds, 

broke  in   the   utmost   confusion,  throwing  down 

arms,  knapsacks,  &c.,   great  numbers   of  them 

running  into  our  lines. 

No  sooner  had  the  enemy's  lines  vanished,  than 
their  batteries  poured  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape 
and  canister  into  my  lines.  The  men  lying  down, 
and  being  partially  protected  by  a  slight  ridge,  the 
fire  was  not  as  fatal  as  I  had  reason  to  fear.  Upon 
going  to  the  front  I  found  no  infantry  in  my  front, 
between  me  and  the  turnpike  road,  and  that  I 
could  not  lead  my  men  against  the  enemy's  battery 
without  encountering  the  range  of  our  own  battery 
on  the  left  of  the  rear  of  my  line,  which  was  then 
clearing  out  the  enemy  in  double-quick  time. 
While  making  this  charge,  portions  of  two  other 
brigades,  who  were  lying  down  in  the  woods,  and 
whom  a  portion  of  my  line  had  charged  over, 
rushed  back  from  the  sudden  and  terrific  fire 
poured  into  us  before  the  enemy  gave  way,  and 
the  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  which  had  not  then 
passed  over  them,  mistaking  them  for  the  left  of 
their  own  brigade,  allowed  themselves  to  be  swept 
back  a  short  distance  by  them.  They  were  not, 
however,  at  all  panic  stricken,  but  were  rallied  at 
once,  their  morale  and  spirit  in  no  manner  im- 
paired. I  cannot  think  any  blame  should  be  at- 
tached to  either  the  officers  or  the  men  of  the 
regiment.  I  remained  in  that  position  until  the 
rest  of  the  division  was  marched  up  by  General 
Anderson,  and  moved  by  the  right  flank  with  them 
to  the  turnpike  road,  where  the  division  halted. 
Soon  after,  I  was  directed  by  order  from  General 
Anderson,  to  occupy  the  works  on  the  right  of  the 
pike  road,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  throwing  a 
force  into  them.  I  remained  in  those  works  until 
ordered  to  follow  the  division  towards  United 
States  Ford. 

That  night  I  halted  with  the  division,  —  being 
on  its  left,  —  put  out  strong  pickets,  and  rested 
until  about  two  hours  before  daylight  of  May 
fourth,  when  I  received  orders  to  throw  one  regi- 
ment forward  upon  each  of  two  roads  running  to- 
wards the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy,  in  the 
rear  of  Chancellorsville.  I  sent  forward  the  Fifth 
Florida,  on  the  road  leading  by  Grady's  house, 
and  the  Second  Florida,  about  half  a  mile  farther 
to  the  left,  throwing  forward  a  connected  line  of 
skirmishers  in  front  of  the  two  regiments.  These 
skirmishers  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  in 
considerable  force,  but  they  offered  feeble  resist- 
ance, and  were  pressed  back  a  mile  or  a  mile  and 
a  half,  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  I  was  then 
ordered  by  General  Anderson  to  draw  in  the  two 
regiments  and  line  of  skirmishers,  and  follow  the 
division  towards  Fredericksburg,  which  I  did,  and 
was  next  posted  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  divis- 
ion. My  line  being  to  the  rear  of  Downman's 
house,  Brigadier-General  Posey  being  on  my  right. 
There  being  an  interval  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
between  my  left  and  the  right  of  General  McLaws's 
line,  I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  position  I  then  oc- 
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cupied,  until  further  orders,  unless  when  the  right 
of  our  line  had  advanced  up  the  plank  road  to  a 
point  opposite  me,  I  should  see  an  opportunity  to 
strike.  I  had  thoroughly  scouted  the  woods  to  m 
left,  and  from  the  information  I  had  obtained,  fe] 
coiiiident  of  capturing  both  the  battery  at  Gregg's 
house,  and  much  of  the  infantry  thrown  up  between 
that  and  Downman's  house.  That  hope,  however, 
as  well  as  all  opportunity  for  me,  in  the  position  in 
which  I  was  to  strike  a  single  blow  to  advantage, 
was  destroyed  by  Brigadier-General  Wright's 
brigade  swinging  across  the  line  of  battle  and 
charging  across  the  field  in  my  front  before  our 
right  could  so  engage  the  enemy  on  the  plank 
road  as  to  prevent  the  artillery  and  infantry  from 
escaping  by  that  road.  Upon  reporting  my  posi- 
tion to  General  Anderson,  I  was  directed  to  remain 
there  until  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  May  fifth,  by  direction  of 
General  Anderson,  I  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Morgan  house,  on  the  plank  road ;  there  I  re- 
mained until  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when,  with 
the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  I  moved  up  the 
plank  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early 
in  the  morning  01  the  sixth,  by  order  of  General 
Anderson,  I  detached  two  regiments,  posted  one 
on  the  Catharpin  road  and  one  at  fork  of  plank 
road  and  the  road  leading  to  Spottsylvania  Court- 
House,  halting  the  other  regiment  where  the  fur- 
nace road  crossed  the  plank  road.  About  one 
o'clock  I  called  in  my  regiments  and  returned  to 
my  old  camp. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of  my 
command,  through  the  tiresome  marches  and  con- 
tinued watching,  as  well  as  while  engaging  the 
enemy,  was  such  as  to  merit  high  praise.  The 
firm  and  steadfast  courage  exhibited,  especially 
by  the  Fifth  and  Second  Florida  regiments,  in  the 
charge  at  Chancellorsville,  attracted  my  particular 
attention. 

I  am  indebted  to  Captain  McCaslan,  A.  A.  A. 
general,  Lieutenant  Taylor,  aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
tenant Scott,  volunteer  aid-de-camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Riley,  acting  inspector,  for  the  great  assist- 
ance they  rendered  me  by  their  attention  to  their 
duties  and  gallant  conduct. 

My  command  was  kept  supplied  with  rations  by 
the  persevering  energy  of  Major  Elder,  brigade 
commissary.  Major  Hinkle,  brigade  quartermas- 
ter, for  his  untiring  efforts  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  wounded,  who  were  collected  at  the 
station  awaiting  transportation  to  Richmond,  has 
merited  my  particular  thanks.  I  enclose  the  list 
of  casualties.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  A.  PERRY, 

Brigadier-General,  P.  A.  C.  S. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MAHONE. 

HEADQUARTERS  MAHONE 's  BRIGADE  > 
ANDERSON'S  DIVISION,  May  27,  18(53.   } 
To  Major  T.  S.  Mills,  A.  A.  &.,  Anderson's  Divis- 
ion, First  Corps,  A.  N.  Va.  : 
MAJOR  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  operations  of 
s  brigade  in  the  late  battles  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock.  ri 


It  is  proper  to  premise,  that  this  brigade  with 
that  of  General  Posey,  had  been  stationed  near 
the  United  States  Ford  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing that  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock.  On 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-ninth  April,  it  was  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  enemy  had  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  force  at  the  Germana  and  Ely's  Cross- 
ings of  the  Hapidan.  This  appearance  of  the 
enemy  upon  our  flank  and  rear  rendered  our  po- 
sition at  the  United  States  Ford  no  longer  tenable, 
and  with  a  view  to  checking  his  advance  upon  the 
flank  of  our  army,  as  was  now  clearly  discerned  to 
be  his  aim,  the  two  brigades,  General  Posey's  and 
mine,  were  immediately  placed  in  position  near 
Chancellorsville,  so  as  to  cover  the  roads  from  the 
Germana  and  Ely's  Crossings  of  the  Rapidan  and 
that  of  the  United  States  Ford,  uniting  at  Chancel- 
lorsville. In  the  mean  time  our  camps,  stores, 
equipage,  transportation,  and  sick  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  without  any  material  loss  of  any  of  them. 
The  brigades  occupied  their  position  at  Chancel- 
lorsville, as  indicated,  until  next  morning,  Thurs- 
day, the  thirtieth  instant,  when,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Major-General  commanding  the  division, 
who  had  happily  joined  us  during  the  night,  they 
fell  back  on  the  United  States  mine  road,  this 
brigade  at  and  covering  the  crossing  by  that  road 
of  the  old  turnpike.  Before  leaving  our  position 
at  Chancellorsville,  however,  the  enemy's  cavalry 
advanced  on  the  Ely's  Ford  road,  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  after  a  precipitate  advance  upon  our 
picket,  capturing  several,  he  subsequently  came 
upon  our  rear  guard,  the  Twelfth  Virginia  infantry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commanding,  and  was 
repulsed  so  effectually  as  to  leave  us  free  from  any 
further  annoyance  during  the  change  of  position, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and  then  in  pro- 
cess of  execution.  Shortly  after  we  had  taken  up 
our  new  line,  at  the  intersection  of  the  mine  and 
turnpike  roads,  the  enemy  came  down  the  turnpike 
in  considerable  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  but 
nothing  occurred  at  this  point  beyond  a  little  skir- 
mishing with  his  sharpshooters  and  reconnoitring 
parties.  The  next  day,  Friday,  first  May,  this 
brigade  led  on  the  turnpike  in  the  general  advance 
of  our  forces,  and  very  shortly  engaged  the  enemy 
under  General  Sikes,  when  we  had  quite  a  brisk 
little  engagement,  artillery  and  infantry,  Major- 
General  McLaws  commanding.  The  enemy, 
(United  States  regulars,)  many  of  whom  we  cap- 
tured, was  promptly  repulsed,  and  our  line  of  bat- 
tle, now  formed,  was  -moved  rapidly  forward  to  a 
point  on  the  turnpike  south  of  Chancellorsville, 
about  one  and  a  quarter  miles,  known  as  McGees. 
This  brigade  continued  here  with  Major-General 
McLavvs's  forces  confronting  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle  in  that  quarter,  until  the  next  day,  when  it 
was  transferred  and  occupied  our  front  line  imme- 
diately on  the  left  of  the  plank  road.  In  this 
position  we  continued,  up  to  the  fall  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, engaging  the  enemy  more  or  less  warmly 
as  the  progress  of  General  Jackson's  operations 
on  his  flank  and  rear  seemed  to  call  for,  and  as 
the  range  of  his,  General  Jackson's,  enfilading  fire 
would  allow.  It  was  during  this  service  of  the 
brigade  that  the  advance  line  of  skirmishers  of  the 
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Sixth  Virginia  infantry,  Colonel  George  T.  Rp- 

fers,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
V.  Carter  Williams,  charged  over  the  ^ enemy's 
abatis  near  the  plank  road,  fired  upon  him  in  his 
rifle-pits,  captured  prisoners  from  four    different 
regiments,  and  the  colors  and  color-bearer  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio,  returning  to  his 
position  with  his  handful  of  men,  with  the  loss 
of  an  officer  as  prisoner.     This  gallant  and  suc- 
cessful sortie  was  made  a  little  after  dark,  Satur- 
day, the   second    May,  when   General  Jackson's 
fire  was  heavy,  and  it  was  in  fighting  over  ^the 
same  ground  the  next  morning  that  the  valiant 
Williams  fell,  mortally  wounded.     The  standard, 
a  most  elegantly  finished  work,  was  duly  delivered. 
Immediately  following  the  fall  of  Chancellorsville, 
this  brigade  was  sent,  with  a  brigade  of  Major- 
General  McLaws's  division,  to  look  after  the  enemy, 
then  reported  to  be  advancing  up  the  plank  road 
from   Fredericksburg,  under  General  Sedgwick. 
Meeting  General  Wilcox,  with  his  brigade,  about 
the  divergence  of  the  plank  and  turnpike  roads  ; 
and  finding  that  the  enemy  was  really  and  rapidly 
advancing,  it  was  at  once  determined  to  meet  him 
at  the  Salem  Church.     At  this  point,  possessing 
the  advantages  of  ground,  our  line  was  formed. 
In  the  mean  time   Major-General  McLaws   had 
joined  us  with  the  balance  of  his  division.     My 
brigade,  in  the  spirited  fight  at  this  place,  occupied 
the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  lying  wholly  in  the 
woods,  and  participated  in  the  successful  resist- 
ance made  to  the  enemy's  very  determined  effort 
to  break  our  lines  at  that  point.     Upon  the  con- 
clusion  of  this   battle,  Tuesday,  the  fifth  May, 
the  brigade  rejoined  its  division.     The  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men,  as  well  in  bearing  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  attending  eight  consecutive 
days  of  exposure  and  excitement,  as  well  as  in 
battle,  deserve  high  commendation,  and  at  least 
this  acknowledgment  at  my  hands.     The  Twelfth 
Virginia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Field  commanding, 
for  its  rapid  and  efficient  resistance  of  the  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy,  while  covering  the  formation 
of  our  lines  of  battle  on  the  turnpike,  Friday,  the 
first  May.     The  Sixth  Virginia.  Colonel  Rogers 
commanding,  for  its  vigorous  pressure  and  bold 
sorties  upon  the  enemy  and  his  works  around 
Chancellorsville,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  second 
and  third  of  May,  for  its  veteran-like  behavior  at 
Salem  Church,  receiving  without  disorder  the  ene- 
my's sudden  fire  while  moving  by  the  flanks.   And 
the  Sixty-first  Virginia,  Colonel  Grover,  for  its 
gallant  and  successful  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
during  the  formation  of  our  lines  at  the  Salem 
Church,  deserves  special  mention ;   while  the  part 
borne  by  the  Sixteenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Whitehead  commanding,  and  the  Forty-firs 
Virginia,  Colonel  Parham  commanding,  was  every- 
where, though  less  arduous,  well  and  bravely  per- 
formed.    In  this  connection  it  is  but  due  that  I 
should  record  here  my  high  appreciation  of  the  effi 
cient  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  staff  officers  witl 
me,  Captain  R.  Taylor,  A.  A.  general,  and  Firs" 
Lieutenant     Richard    Walke,    ordnance    officer 
Among   the   gallant   spirits  who   were  seriousb 
wounded,  Captain  Banks,  company  E,  Twelfth  Vir 
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ginia  infantry,  must  be  mentioned.  He  fell  among 
;he  foremost  in  the  skirmish  fight  of  his  regiment 
the  turnpike,  May  first,  and  was  at  the  time 
commanding  our  advance  guard.  His  conduct  on 
;his  occasion  was  beautifully  heroic.  The  number 
f  prisoners  taken  by  the  brigade  was  large,  but  can- 
not be  accurately  stated,  owing  to  the  hurried  and 
detached  manner  in  which  they  had  to  be  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  casualties  of  the  brigade  in  all 
these  battles  were  as  follows :  — 


I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MAHONE, 

Brigadier-  Gene  ral . 
REPORT  OP  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  WILCOX. 

HEADQUARTERS  WILCOX'S  BRIGADE,  NEAR  ) 
SALEM  CHURCH,  May  10, 1863.     ) 

Major  Thomas  8.  Mills,  A.  A.  O.  of  Division : 
SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade  in  the  re- 
cent engagements  with  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity, 
commencing  on  the  first  and  ending  on  the  fifth 
instant :  On  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo  orders  were 
received  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice,  it  being  known  that  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing in  heavy  force  from  the  direction  of 
Chancellorsville.  The  following  day  artillery 
was  heard  at  intervals  in  that  vicinity,  and  on 
the  next,  the  first  instant,  the  brigade  moved 
(under  orders)  up  the  plank  road,  and  came  soon 
within  hearing  of  musketry.  Arriving  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  plank  road  and  the  old  turnpike, 
the  command  followed  the  latter ;  and  it  was  not 
long  before  they  came  under  a  distant  artillery 
fire,  our  troops  being  at  the  time  engaged  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  about  one  mile  oif. 
Having  reported  to  General  McLaws,  command- 
ing on  this  road,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the 
right,  on  the  mine  road  ;  and  a  battery  was 
directed  to  be  posted,  with  the  view  of  engaging 
one  of  the  enemy's,  then  sweeping,  with  its  fire, 
the  old  turnpike.  Lewis's  battery,  attached  to 
my  command,  was  soon  in  position.  The  enemy, 
however,  ceasing  to  fire,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line  on  the  right  of  General  Perry's  brigade, 
and  this  on  the  right  of  General  Woftord.  This 
brought  my  command  to  occupy,  in  part,  a  line  of 
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rifle-pits  running  from  Bcinks's  Ford  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  mine  road.  Half  past 
six,  P.  M.,  orders  were  received  to  advance  to 
the  front.  This  forward  movement  was  con- 
tinued, though  with  much  difficulty,  owing  to 
the  densely  thick  forest,  till  the  darkness  of  the 
night  rendered  it  impracticable  to  go  farther. 
The  command  was  halted  near  Dewson's  mills,  on 
Mott  Run,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Rap- 
pahannock ;  and  having  established  pickets  in 
front  and  on  our  flanks,  the  command  bivouacked 
for  the  night.  Two  companies  were  ordered  out 
on  patrol,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  the  enemy  occupied  the  river  road  near 
Dicker's  house,  and  if  not,  to  communicate  with 
our  pickets  left  near  Banks's  Ford.  The  enemy 
were  found  not  to  occupy  the  river  road :  the  com- 
panies returning  captured  three  Federal  soldiers 
making  their  way,  so  they  stated,  to  the  United 
States  Ford.  Ten  p.  M.  orders  were  received  to 
return  to  the  old  turnpike,  and  halt  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  in  rear  and  near  the  ad- 
vance troops  on  that  road.  This  point  was 
reached  near  half  past  two  A.  M.,  and  soon  after 
orders  came  to  return  to  Banks's  Ford,  and  to 
hold  it  at  all  hazards  —  it  being  reported  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  there,  and  threatened  to 
cross';  the  ford  was  reached  at  daylight.  The 
command  had  thus  been  on  the  march  the  entire 
night.  The  second  instant,  the  brigade  remained 
near  Banks's  Ford.  Large  bodies  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  artillery  were  seen  moving  up  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Artillery  was  also 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  Strong 
pickets  were  kept  up  during  the  night  near  the 
ford.  Having  visited  my  line  of  pickets  on  the 
morning  of  the  third  instant,  I  found  that  the 
enemy  had  reduced  very  much,  apparently,  his 
force.  The  sentinels  on  post  had  their  haver- 
sacks on  —  a  thing  unusual.  This  induced  me  to 
believe  that  much  of  the  force  from  Banks's  Ford 
had  been  sent  to  Chancellorsville  ;  and  having  been 
ordered  the  day  before,  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  leave  a  small  force  to  watch  the  ford,  if, 
in  my  judgment,  I  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
did  not  intend  to  cross,  and  then  move  up  the 
plank  road.  Reporting  the  fact  to  him,  I  relieved 
mypickets,  being  convinced,  as  stated,  that  the 
enemy  had  removed  most  of  his  forces  from 
Banks's  Ford,  and  did  not  intend  crossing  there. 
Leaving  only  about  fifty  men  and  two  pieces,  of 
artillery  to  g'uard  Banks's  Ford,  my  command  was 
being  formed  to  march  to  Chancellorsville,  when 
one  of  my  pickets  (infantry)  came  running  from 
the  canal  in  front  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  to  report  to  me 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  up  the  road  be- 
tween the  canal  and  the  river.  Hurrying  rapidly 
to  the  canal,  I  saw  the  enemy  advancing  on  the 
direct  road  from  Fredericksburg,  three  regiments 
being  seen,  the  leading  one  not  more  than  one 
thousand  yards  distant.  Gathering  in  my  pickets 
along  the  canal  and  at  the  dam  above  Taylor's  — 
in  all  less  than  twenty  men  —  they  were  deployed 
as -skirmishers  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of 
Dr.  Taylor's,  and  near  the  canal.  Two  rifle  pieces 
of  Huger's  battery,  already  prepared  to  move  to 


Chancellorsville,  were  ordered  into  position  in  the 
battery  across  the  road  form  Taylor's.  While 
these  dispositions  were  being  made,  our  infantry 
were  seen  taking  position  in  the  rifle-pits  near 
Stansbury's  house.  Huger's  two  rifle  pieces  being 
now  in  position,  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon 
the  enemy,  who  had  halted  in  the  road  upon  the 
display  of  our  skirmishers.  The  advance  one  of 
these  regiments  moved  down  the  river  in  front  of 
Falmouth,  and  sought  shelter  from  our  artillery 
fire  in  the  rifle-pits  along  the  river.  The  other 
regiments  remained  in  the  road,  lying  down,  the 
stone  knolls  on  either  side  of  which  gave  good  pro- 
tection. The  enemy  being  so  easily  checked  by  the 
display  of  such  a  small  force  on  our  side,  I  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  it  was  only  a  demonstration 
to  keep  us  near  Fredericksburg,  and  prevent  reen- 
forcements  from  going  to  Chancellorsville.  See- 
ing a  group  of  officers  near  Stansbury's  house,  I 
rode  to  them,  and  met  Generals  Barksdale  and 
Hays.  The  former  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  in  considerable  force  in  and  below  Freder- 
icksburg. This  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of 
the  fact,  and  expressed  some  anxiety  as  to  his 
right  flank,  and  said  that  he  should  have  ree'n- 
forcements.  I  now  determined  not  to  move  my 
command  up  the  road  until  I  knew  definitely  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  and  ordered  them  in  the 
ravine  opposite  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  would 
be  near,  and  yet  out  of  sight. 

I  now  rode  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Marye  house 
to  see  and  confer  with  General  Barksdale.  While 
near  this  .house  I  saw  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy  in  Fredericksburg,  and  a  battery  in  the 
street,  running  near  the  cemetery,  was  firing  oc- 
casional shots  at  a  battery  of  ours,  to  the  left  of 
the  plank  road.  I  returned  to  my  command  with- 
out seeing  General  Barksdale,  and,  on  my  return, 
saw  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
moving  out  of  the  upper  edge  of  the  town. 

I  had  been  with  my  command  but  a  few  min- 
utes when  one  of  General  Barksdale's  staff  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  General  was  hard  pressed, 
and  wanted  me  to  send  him  a  regiment.  I  in- 
stantly ordered  the  Tenth  Alabama  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  Marye  house,  and  rode  rapidly 
in  that  direction  myself,  and  when  in  the  open  field 
and  high  ground  between  Stansbury's  and  the 
plank  road  saw  Hays's  brigade  moving  over  in  the 
direction  of  the  plank  road.  This  I  supposed  to 
be  for  the  support  of  General  Barksdale;  but, 
upon  inquiry  from  one  of  Hays's  regiments, 
learned  that  the  enemy  had  taken  Marye's  hill 
and  a  portion  of  two  of  Barksdale's  regiments, 
and  that  Hays's  brigade  was  fulling  back  to  the 
telegraph  road.  Soon  a  courier  from  General 
Barksdale  confirmed  this  report,  and  with  a  sug- 
gestion from  General  Barksdale  that  I  also  had 
better  fall  back  to  the  telegraph  road. 

On  the  left  of  the  plank  road  the  ground  in 
rear  of  Marye's  hill  is  higher,  and  overlooks  and 
commands  well  that  hill.  Believing  that  my  own 
and  Hays's  brigade  could  form  in  line  extending 
from  rear  Stansbury's  house  along  the  crests  of 
hills  towards  the  plank  road,  and  contest  the  field, 
at  least  for  a  time,  successfully  with  the  enemy,  I 
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asked  General  Hays  not  to  cross  the  plank  road, 
but  to  remain  with  me ;  this  he  declined  doing, 
having  been  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  telegraph 
road,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 

Thus  far  I  have  given  a  simple  narrative  of  in- 
cidents as  they  occurred.  Finding  myself  alone 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  with  the  enemy  in 
full  view  on  the  crests  of  the  first  range  of  hills  in 
rear  of  Fredericksburg,  and  with  three  times  my 
own  force  clearly  seen  and  in  line,  I  felt  it  a 
duty  to  delay  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in 
his  advance,  and  to  endeavor  to  check  him  all 
that  I  could,  should  he  move  forward  on  the 
plank  road.  I  with  this  view  formed  my  brigade 
promptly  in  line  along  the  crests  of  the  hill  run- 
ning near  Stansbury's  house,  at  right  angles  to 
the  plank  road.  Two  rifle  pieces  of  Lewis's  bat- 
tery were  placed  in  position  to  the  rear  of  the  left 
of  my  line,  and  two  slightly  in  front  of  my  right, 
which  rested  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  Guest's  house  ;  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward,  covering  my  entire  front.  As  soon  as 
the  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  position  they 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  some  eight  or 
nine  hundred  yards  to  the  front.  This  held  the 
enemy  in  check  for  some  time.  At  length  they 
deployed  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  began  to 
advance.  This  was  slow,  and  delayed  by  frequent 
halts  —  they  seemed  reluctant  to  advance.  The 
enemy  now  brought  a  six-gun  battery  to  the  front, 
on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  not  far  from  Marye's 
house,  and  opened  with  a  fire  of  shells  upon  my 
line.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  now  advanced 
and  engaged  ours,  not  nearer,  however,  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred  yards, 
their  solid  lines  remaining  some  distance  behind 
the  skirmishers.  The  enemy's  battery  having 
fired  for  some  time,  both  the  skirmishers  and 
lines  in  rear  advanced.  They  had  also  moved  by 
a  flank  across  the  plank  road,  and  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  they  were  moving  up  on  the  far  side  of 
the  road,  and  were  in  a  line  with  my  right  flank. 
The  artillery  Avas  now  directed  to  withdraw.  Then 
the  skirmishers  rejoined  their  regiments,  and 
all  moved  to  the  rear  on  the  river  road,  half  a 
mile  in  rear  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  they  were 
halted  for  a  few  minutes. 

In  this  affair  with  the  enemy  Lieutenant  Barks- 
dale,  of  Lewis's  battery,  received  a  severe  wound 
in  the  shoulder  from  a  piece  of  shell ;  three  in- 
fantry killed,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  wounded  by 
skirmishers.  From  this  slight  affair  with  the 
enemy  I  felt  confident,  if  forced  to  retire  along 
the  plank  road,  that  I  could  do  so  without  pre- 
cipitancy, and  that  ample  time  could  be  given  for 
reinforcements  to  reach  us  from  Chancellorsville  ; 
and  moreover,  I  believe  that  should  the  enemy 
pursue,  he  could  be  attacked  in  rear  by  General 
Early,  reenforced  by  Generals  Hays  and  Barksdale. 
I  now  directed  Major  Collins,  Virginia  cavalry, 
who  was  with  me,  with  some  forty  or  fifty  men,  to 
move  over  to  the  plank  road,  slightly  in  rear  of 
Downman's,  and  dismounting  a  part  of  his  men 
in  rear  of  a  thicket  of  pine,  to  deploy  them  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road  as  skirmishers.  The 
command  then  moved  on  to  the  red  church  (Salem 


Church)  on  the  plank  road.  The  enemy  followed 
up  the  plank  road,  and  halted  when  the  skir- 
mishers of  Major  Collins  were  seen  by  them. 
Having  examined  the  ground  near  the  toll-gate, 
I  determined  to  make  a  short  stand  there.  My 
brigade  was  then  moved  back  in  line  from  Salem 
Church,  and  halted  in  rear  of  the  gate  ;  two 
rifle  pieces  were  placed  in  the  road,  and  we 
waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  They  were 
soon  heard  to  fire  on  Major  Collins's  skirmishers, 
who  retired  after  a  short  skirmish,  and  at  length 
appeared  in  lines,  preceded  by  skirmishers.  Ma- 
jor Collins's  men  now  retired  to  the  rear,  and 
skirmishers  were  deployed  from  two  regiments 
to  their  front.  Our  artillery  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  advancing  lines ;  this  caused  a  halt, 
and  a  slight  fire  ensued  between  the  skirmishers. 
The  enemy  now  brought  up  artillery,  and  began 
a  brisk  shelling  of  our  lines.  At  this  time  Ma- 
jor Goggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws, 
reported  to  me  that  General  McLaws  had  sent 
three  brigades  to  my  support,  and  that  they 
would  soon  arrive.  These  brigades  were  di- 
rected to  be  halted  in  rear  of  the  church,  and 
out  of  view  of  the  enemy.  In  this  affair  with  the 
enemy,  Lieutenant  Cobb,  of  Lewis's  battery,  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  rendering  it 
impossible  to  command  his  pieces  longer  :  they 
were  then  ordered  to  the  rear  :  three  of  the  in- 
fantry were  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  My 
command  was  now  ordered  back  to  the  church. 
The  conduct  of  my  men  during  all  this  time  was 
such  as  I  knew  it  would  be,  leaving  nothing  to  be 
desired,  and  I  felt  the  utmost  confidence  in  my 
ability  to  make  a  successful  stand  at  the  church 
with  the  three  supporting  brigades.  At  Salem 
Church  line  of  battle  was  formed,  crossing  the  road 
at  right  angles ;  two  regiments  of  my  brigade,  the 
Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Alabama,  were  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  the  latter  on  the  left  of  the  two ; 
the  Tenth  Alabama' on  the  right  next  to  the  road, 
and  the  Eighth  Alabama  on  the  right  of  the 
Tenth.  There  was  an  interval  of  seventy-five 
or  eighty  yards  between  the  left  of  the  Tenth  and 
the  right  of  the  Eleventh.  In  this  interval  on 
the  road  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  in  battery ; 
the  Ninth  Alabama  was  in  rear  of  the  Tenth,  pne 
company  of  the  Ninth  being  stationed  in  the 
school-house  to  the  right  of  the  church,  and  in 
front  some  sixty  yards.  A  second  company  of 
this*  regiment  was  placed  in  the  church,  with 
orders  to  fire  from  the  windows  of  the  lower  floor, 
and  from  the  windows  of  the  gallery.  (This 
church  being  occupied  with  furniture  of  refugees 
from  Fredericksburg.)  Such  was  the  formation 
of  my  brigade  for  battle.  I  am  thus  particular  in 
giving  details  for  the  reason  that  the  principal 
attack  was  made  at  the  church  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  Kershaw's  brigade  was  on  the  right  of 
my  brigade,  Semmes  and  Mahone  on  the  left  — 
Mahone  to  the  left  of  Semmes.  The  brigades  had 
not  been  in  position  long  before  the  enemy  were 
seen  advancing  up  the  plank  road  in  line  of  bat- 
tle ;  their  lines  crossed  the  road  at  right  angles ; 
a  field  battery  accompanied  their  advance.  This 
was  halted  at  the  gate,  about  one  thousand  yards 
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distant,  and  soon  opened  with  a  brisk  fire  of 
shells  upon  our  battery  near  the  church ;  the  two 
batteries  fired  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
when  ours  was  withdrawn,  for  the  want  of  am- 
munition. The  enemy  then  threw  shells  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  church,  through  the  woods, 
endeavoring  to  reach  our  infantry.  These  latter 
were  well  protected  while  lying  down,  and  no  cas- 
ualties occurred  from  explosions  of  shells.  The 
enemy's  artillery  ceased  to  fire  near  five  o'clock 
P.  M.  Their  skirmishers  then  advanced,  and  a 
spirited  fire  ensued  between  the  skirmishers  for 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Ours  then  re- 
tired, firing  as  they  fell  back ;  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers pursued,  followed  by  their  solid  lines  of 
infantry,  and  still  a  third  line  in  rear,  on  either 
side  of  the  road.  As  they  advanced  from  the  toll- 
gate,  were  open  fields,  and  the  ground  slightly 
ascending  ;  these  fields  continued  to  within  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  church,  and 
then  woods,  thick,  but  of  small  growth.  When 
the  front  line  of  the  enemy  reached  this  wood  they 
made  a  slight  halt,  then  giving  three  cheers,  they 
came  with  a  rush,  driving  our  skirmishers  rap- 
idly before  them.  Our  men  held  their  fire  till 
their  men  came  within  less  than  eighty  yards,  and 
then  delivered  a  close  and  terrible  fire  upon  them, 
killing  and  wounding  many,  and  causing  many  of 
them  to  waver  and  give  way.  The  enemy  still 
press  on,  surround  the  school-house,  and  capture 
the  entire  company  of  the  Ninth  Alabama  sta- 
tioned in  it,  and  pressing  hard  upon  the  regiment 
in  rear  of  the  school-house,  throws  it  into  confu- 
sion and  disorder,  and  forces  it  to  yield  ground. 
The  Ninth  Alabama  regiment  in  rear  of  this  regi- 
ment spring  forward  as  one  man,  and,  with  the 
rapidity  of  lightning,  restores  the  continuity  of  our 
line,  breaking  the  lines  of  the  enemy  by  its  deadly 
fire,  and  forcing  him  to  give  way,  and  following  him 
so  that  he  could  not  rally,  retake  the  school-house, 
free  the  captured  company,  and  in  turn  take  their 
captors  ;  the  entire  line  of  the  enemy  on  the  right 
of  the  road  is  repulsed,  and  our  men  follow  in  rapid 
pursuit.  The  regiment  that  had  given  way  to  the 
first  onset  of  the  enemy  now  returned  to  the  attack 
and  joined  in  the  pursuit.  The  enemy  did  not  as- 
sail with  the  same  spirit  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
were  more  easily  repulsed,  and  now  are  followed 
on  either  side  of  the  road,  which  is  crowded  with 
a  confused  mass  of  the  discomfited  enemy.  With 
a  good  battery  to  play  upon  this  retreating  mass 
the  carnage  would  have  been  terrific.  Ther^  was 
no  rallying  or  re-forming  of  this  line.  Another 
line  came  up  the  plank  road  at  a  double  quick, 
and  filing  to  the  right  and  left,  formed  line  in 
front  of  my  brigade.  This  line  was  scarcely  formed 
before  they  were  broken  by  the  fire  of  my  men, 
and  fled  to  the  rear.  The  pursuit  continued  as  far 
as  the  toll-gate.  Semmes's  brigade  and  my  own 
were  the  only  troops  that  followed  the  retreating 
enemy.  In  rear  of  the  gate  were  heavy  reserves 
of  the  enemy.  Our  men  were  now  halted  and  re- 
formed, it  being  quite  dark,  and  retired,  not  pur- 
sued by  the  enemy,  leaving  pickets  far  to  the 
front  in  the  open  field. 
The  vigor  of  the  enemy's  attack  at  the  church 


was  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  they  believed 
there  was  only  one  brigade  to  resist  them,  and 
that  they  anticipated  an  easy  affair  of  it ;  while 
the  number  of  dead  and  wounded  left  on  the  field 
attests  the  obstinacy  of  the  resistance  of  our  men 
—  two  hundred  of  the  former  and  more  than  on* 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  latter ;  and  largely  over 
two  hundred  prisoners  not  wounded,  and  one 
Federal  flag  captured.  Thus  ended  this  spirited 
conflict  at  Salem  Church  —  a  bloody  repulse  to 
the  enemy,  rendering  entirely  useless  to  him  his 
little  success  of  the  morning  at  Fredericksburg. 
The  rear  of  our  army  at  Chancellor sville  was  now 
secure  and  free  from  danger,  and  the  Sixth  army 
corps  of  the  enemy  and  a  part  of  the  Second 
were  now  content  to  remain  on  the  defensive. 

I  beg  to  assure  the  Major-General  command- 
ing that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of 
the  brigade  was  in  the  highest  degree  creditable. 
They  were  furiously  attacked  by  superior  forces, 
and  not  only  stood  their  ground  but  repulsed  the 
enemy  with  great  loss,  pursued  him,  and,  en- 
countering a  second  line  in  their  pursuit,  they 
scattered  and  dispersed  this  body  also ;  night 
and  want  of  ammunition  prevented  a  further  pur- 
suit. This  success,  so  brilliant  for  our  men,  was 
dearly  earned  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of 
seventy-five  of  tne  noble  sons  of  Alabama,  and 
the  wounding  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-two, 
and  forty-eight  missing,  an  aggregate  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five ;  of  the  missing,  the  most 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  wounded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  near  Stansbury's,  and  after- 
wards at  the  toll-gate.  Six  officers  were  killed 
and  twenty-three  wounded.  The  killed  were  Cap- 
tain R.  A.  McCrary,  Eighth  Alabama,  a  valuable 
officer,  much  lamented  by  his  regiment ;  Captain 
W.  C.  Murphy,  Ninth  Alabama,  highly  distin- 
guished at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  where  he 
received  two  severe  wounds.  He  fell  at  Salem 
Church  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  his  men.  Lieutenant  Harper,  Tenth 
Alabama ;  Lieutenant  Strudwick,  Eleventh  Ala- 
bama ;  Lieutenants  Bankston  and  Cox,  Four- 
teenth Alabama,  all  fell  fighting  with  the  heroism 
of  veteran  soldiers,  against  greatly  superior  forces 
of  the  enemy.  Among  the  severely  wounded  are 
Colonel  Royston,  Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel 
Pinkard,  Fourteenth  Alabama  ;  Major  McCord, 
Fourteenth  Alabama ;  Captain  Cook,  Tenth  Ala- 
bama ;  Lieutenants  Barksdale  and  Cobb,  Lewis's 
battery  ;  all  alike  distinguished  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  valor. 

I  cannot  call  to  your  notice  all  officers  that  are 
deserving  of  especial  praise,  for  the  conduct  of 
all  was  excellent ;  I  will,  however,  report  that  the 
five  regimental  commanders,  Colonel  Royston, 
Eighth  Alabama,  and  after  his  severe  wound, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert,  who  commanded  the 
Eighth  Alabama;  Colonel  Pinkard,  Fourteeth 
Alabama ;  Colonel  Forney,  Tenth  Alabama ; 
Colonel  Sanders,  Eleventh  Alabama  ;  Major  Wil- 
liams, Ninth  Alabama,  were  intelligent,  energetic, 
and  gallant  in  commanding,  directing,  and  lead- 
ing their  men.  The  brigade  slept  on  the  field  at 
Salem  Church  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  the  enemy  were 
seen  in  our  front,  and  fired  occasional  shots  dur- 
ing the  day  from  a  battery  some  one  thousand 
two  hundred  yards  distant.  Three  additional 
brigades  arrived  on  the  fourth,  and,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  a  general  advance  was  made  against 
the  enemy  —  Early  on  the  right,  Anderson  in  the 
centre,  and  McLaws  holding  his  position  on  the 
left.  The  enemy  gave  way  rapidly,  and  was  soon 
driven  across  the  river,  having  been  on  this  side 
little  over  twenty-four  hours.  I  followed  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Banks's  Ford,  with  two 
regiments,  Eighth  and  Ninth  Alabama,  of  my 
brigade,  supported  by  Kershaw's  brigade  ;  this 
advance  being  made  about  half  past  nine  P.  M. 
Above  and  near  Banks's  Ford  thirteen  officers 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  taken  pris- 
oners. Among  the  officers,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  one  Major,  and  two  Captains.  No  loss 
on  our  side  in  this  affair.  Captains  King  and 
May,  Ninth  Alabama,  were  distinguished  for 
their  activity  and  gallantry,  having  captured  these 
prisoners  with  their  two  companies.  Manly's 
battery  rendered  valuable  services  in  shelling  the 
retreating  enemy  near  Banks's  Ford ;  twenty  of 
the  enemy  were  wounded  by  this  shelling  and 
fell  into  our  hands  the  next  day,  and  many  were 
killed. 

The  morning  of  the  fifth  instant  the  brigade 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville,  in 
common  with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division, 
and  bivouacked  during  the  night  to  the  left  and 
near  Chancellorsville.  Next  morning  moved  out 
to  take  our  position  in  line  of  battle,  but  soon 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  and  re- 
crossed  the  Eappahannock ;  the  brigade  then 
returned  to  its  former  camp  near  Banks's  Ford. 
Whilst  my  entire  command  acquitted  themselves 
handsomely  in  their  engagement  of  the  third  in- 
stant with  the  enemy,  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  calling  to  your  especial  notice  the  con- 
duct of  one  entire  regiment  of  the  brigade,  the 
Ninth  Alabama.  This  regiment,  the  weakest  in 
numbers,  occupied  a  position  in  rear  of  the 
strongest  regiment  of  the  brigade  ;  this  strong 
regiment,  hotly  pressed  by  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force,  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  gave  way, 
the  Ninth  Alabama  sprang  forward  instantly  into 
the  vacant  space  left  in  our  line,  and  boldly  con- 
fronting the  enemy,  and  by  a  close  and  deadly  fire 
of  musketry,  broke  his  line  and  drove  him  back. 

To  my  staff,  Captain  W.  E.  Winn,  A.  A.  gen- 
eral, and  Lieutenant  M.  M.  Lindsay,  aid-de- 
camp, I  am  under  obligations  for  services  cheer- 
fully rendered  during  our  recent  operations. 
Captain  Wiun  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry 
at  Salem  Church  in  assisting  to  rally  and  re-form 
promptly  one  of  my  regiments  that  had  been 
thrown  into  disorder  and  confusion,  and  while 
thus  engaged  his  horse  was  shot.  To  Major 
Goggin,  A.  A.  general  to  General  McLaws,  I 
am  also  indebted  for  his  gallant  and  valuable  ser- 
vices rendered  at  the  same  time  and  on  the  same 
occasion.  I  also  beg  to  commend  to  your  favor- 
able notice  my  two  couriers,  private  Ridgeway, 
of  the  Eleventh  Alabama,  and  private  Brundidge, 


of  the  Ninth  Alabama  :  the  former  had  his  horse 
killed  at  Salem  Church. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  WILCOX, 

Brigadier-Geueral,  commanding,  &c. 

REPORT   OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL   IIETH. 

HEADQUARTERS'- A.  P.  HILL'S  LIGHT  DIVISION,  ) 
May  25,  1863.     \ 

To  Maj AT- General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  operations  of  the  several  com- 
mands under  my  orders,  at  different  times,  in  the 
interval  between  leaving  the  vicinity  of  tlamil- 
ton's  Crossing  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May, 
until  the  termination  of  the  operations  at  Chancel- 
lorsville on  the  third  of  May,  1863  : 

My  brigade  moved  from  Hamilton's  Crossing 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  on  the  plank 
road  leading  to  Chancellorsville.  When  within 
three  miles  of  Chancellorsville  I  received  an  or- 
der from  Major-General  Hill  to  report  in  person 
to  him.  On  doing  so  I  was  ordered  to  take 
the  brigades  of  McGowan,  Lane,  and  my  own, 
and  advance  by  a  cross-road  leading  from  the 
plank  road  to  the  old  pike,  a  distance  of  one  and 
a  half  miles ;  on  reaching  the  old  pike,  to  feel  my 
way  and  advance  in  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville. When  I  reached  the  old  pike  I  found  Gen- 
eral McLaws,  with  a  portion  of  his  command, 
some  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  where  I  struck  the 
pike.  On  advancing,  my  skirmishers  became  hot- 
ly engaged ;  and  as  it  had  become  quite  dark,  a 
farther  advance  was  not  made  that  night.  Early 
in  the  morning  I  was  ordered  to  open  with  a  bat- 
tery, under  the  immediate  charge  of  Major  Pe- 
gram,  upon  the  enemy's  position,  and  continue  the 
firing  for  about  half  an  hour.  Our  fire  was  re- 
turned by  the  enemy.  Being  informed  by  Major 
Pegram  that  his  shot  were  doing  the  enemy  no 
damage,  I  directed  him  to  cease  firing.  Soon 
after  I  received  orders  to  move  with  my  command, 
crossing  the  plank  road,  and  following  the  rest  of 
the  division.  General  Hill,  soon  after  passing  the 
old  furnace,  directed  me  to  resume  command  of  my 
brigade.  On  reaching  a  position  in  rear  of  Chan- 
cellorsville, I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle 
on  General  Colston's  left.  General  Colston  ad- 
vanced his  line  before  the  formation  was  completed, 
and  rendered  a  compliance  with  the  order  impossi- 
ble. I  then  received  orders  to  form  on  General 
Pender's  left.  This  was  done.  I  also  received  orders 
to  go  to  the  support  of  any  general  officer  request- 
ing aid.  After  advancing  in  line  of  battle  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  on  the  left  of  and  parallel  to 
the  plank  road,  I  received  a  message  from  Briga- 
dier-General J.  H.  Jones  requesting  support.  I 
put  my  brigade  in  motion  and  advanced,  passing 
Melzie  Chancellor's  house,  and  entered  the  thick 
oak  woods  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road.  On  en- 
tering these  woods  the  enemy  opened  upon  my 
command  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  doing  us  some 
damage.  It  was  now  becoming  quite  dark.  The 
undergrowth  was  so  thick  and  entangled  that  it 
was  impossible  to  advance  in  any  order.  I  ordered 
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the  brigade  to  re-form  on  the  plank  road,  which 
had  scarcety  been  done  when  orders  were  received 
from  General  Hill  to  move  down  the  road  by  the 
flank.  On  reaching  the  position  in  the  road  oc- 
cupied by  General  Hill,  he  directed  me  to  deploy 
two  regiments,  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  to  check  the  enemy,  who  were  then 
advancing.  These  movements  had  not  been  com- 
pleted before  the  enemy  opened  heavily  upon  the 
Fifty-fifth  Virginia  regiment.  It  was  here  that 
gallant  and  promising  officer,  Colonel  F.  Mallory, 
was  killed.  Soon  after,  General  Hill  informed 
me  that  he  was  wounded,  and  directed  me  to  take 
command  of  the  division.  General  Lane's  brigade, 
at  this  time,  was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
the  road,"  occupying  the  breastworks  from  which 
the  enemy  had  been  driven.  I  directed  General 
Pender  to  form  his  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  occupying  the  deserted  breast- 
works of  the  enemy.  Before  the  remaining  bri- 
gades could  be  placed  in  line  of  battle,  the  enemy, 
under  Sickles,  advanced  and  attacked  General 
Lane's  right.  He  was  handsomely  repulsed  by 
the  Eighteenth,  Twenty-eighth,  and  a  portion  of 
the  Thirty-third  North  Carolina  regiments.  This 
attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  under  cover  of 
heavy  shelling.  These  regiments  behaved  with 
commendable  courage  and  zeal  in  repelling  at 
least  five  times  their  numbers.  McGowan's 
brigade  was  now  ordered  on  Lane's  right,  and 
soon  after,  Archer's  brigade  on  McGowan's  right. 
Thomas's  brigade,  posted  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  on  Fender's  left.  Heth's  brigade  was  held  as 
a  reserve.  In  this  position  the  division  remained 
until  just  after  daybreak,  when  Heth's  brigade  was 
ordered  up.  Two  regiments  —  the  Fortieth  and 
Forty-seventh  Virginia  —  were  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  supporting  Lane's  left ;  the  Fifty- 
fifth  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  battalion  on  the 
left,  to  support  Fender's  right.  Major-General 
Stuart  now  ordered  me  to  prepare  to  advance.  I 
ordered  Generals  McGowan  and  Archer  to  move 
forward,  as  the  line  formed  by  their  brigades  was 
not  perpendicular  to  the  plank  road,  but  inclined 
to  the  right  and  rear.  Archer's  brigade  only  ad- 
vanced a  short  distance,  before  it  became  hotly 
engaged,  the  enemy  being  strongly  posted  behind 
breastworks,  making  an  angle  with  the  plank  road. 
I  now  gave  the  order  for  a  general  advance.  The 
light  division  (A.  P.  Hill's)  forming  the  front  line, 
opened  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Generals 
Pender  and  Thomas,  on  the  left,  found  the  enemy 
posted  behind  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  brush,  im- 
mediately in  their  front,  at  a  distance  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  breastworks 
were  charged  and  carried,  the  men  never  hesitat- 
ing for  a  moment,  driving  the  enemy  before  them, 
and  pursuing  him  until  a  second  line  was  reached, 
which  was  in  like  manner  broken.  A  third  line 
of  the  enemy  was  now  encountered.  After  a  des- 
perate and  prolonged  fight  without  supports,  or  a 
piece  of  artillery  to  aid  them,  but  on  their  part 
subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire  of  from  ten  to 
twelve  pieces,  these  gallant  brigades  fell  back,  in 
order,  to  the  breastworks,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven,  and  which  they  held  until  ree'n- 
forcements  were  brought  up,  when  again  the  at- 


tack was  renewed,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  this 
part  of  the  field  of  battle.  Lane's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seventh  Virginia 
regiments,  (lieth's  brigade,)  and  McGowan's  bri- 
gade advanced  and  charged  the  enemy  behind  his 
breastworks,  who  was  supported  by  twenty-nine 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  ca-nnot  conceive  of  any  body 
of  men  ever  being  subjected  to  a  more  galling 
fire  than  this  force.  The  brigades  of  Lane,  Mc- 
Gowail,  and  a  portion  of  Heth's,  (Colonel  Brock- 
enbrough  commanding,)  notwithstanding,  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  works  and  held  them  for  some 
time,  but  were  finally  compelled  to  fall  back,  which 
was  unavoidable,  from  the  course  that  affairs  had 
assumed  on  the  right  of  the  line.  As  soon  as 
Archer's  brigade  commenced  to  move,  it  became 
hotly  engaged.  General  Archer  was  compelled 
to  conform  his  line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
which,  as  I  before  remarked,  in  his  front,  was  not 
perpendicular,  but  formed  a  considerable  angle 
with  the  plank  road.  McGowan's  right  thus  be- 
came separated  from  Archer's  left,  and  the  inter- 
val increased  as  the  enemy  were  driven  before 
them,  until  McGowan  and  Lane  found  that  their 
right  flanks  were  seriously  threatened.  It  was 
not  until  this  occurred  that  these  two  brigades 
fell  back  to  the  line  of  works  from  which  they 
first  commenced  to  advance.  Many  valuable  offi- 
cers and  men  were  lost  in  the  charge,  and  especial- 
ly when  falling  back.  It  was  here  that  General 
McGowan  was  wounded,  the  command  of  his  bri- 
gade devolving  on  Colonel  Edwards,  who  was, 
immediately  after  assuming  command,  seriously 
wounded.  The  command  of  McGowan's  brigade 
next  devolved  on  Colonel  Hamilton,  First  (South 
Carolina  regiment,  who  commanded  the  brigade 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action.  General 
Archer  advanced  with  his  brigade,  conforming  his 
line  of  battle  to  that  of  the  enemy.  He  charged 
the  works  in  his  front,  and  without  the  least  halt 
or  hesitation,  carried  them,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore him,  who  outnumbered  him  five  to  one.  Gen- 
eral Archer  succeeded  in  capturing  a  battery  of 
four  guns.  By  his  gallant  attack  he  secured  the 
key  to  the  enemy's  position,  clearing  a  hill  and 
open  space  in  his  front,  and  thus  gaining  for  our 
artillery  a  position,  from  which  they  \vere  enabled 
to  silence  the  twenty-nine  gun  battery  of  the  en- 
emy, which  had  inflicted  so  much  loss  upon  our 
lines.  From  this  position  our  artillery  had  also  a 
raking  fire  on  the  enemy's  works  on  our  right. 
General  Archer,  after  carrying  the  hill  referred  to, 
advanced  beyond  the  open  space  and  attacked  the 
enemy  on  his  right.  He  was  joined  by  Major- 
General  Anderson.  About  this  time  the  enemy 
threatened  to  turn  Thomas's  and*  Fender's  left. 
Reinforcements  were  ordered  to  them,  among 
which,  McGowan's  brigade  (Colonel  Hamilton 
commanding)  formed  a  part.  As  soon  as  reen- 
forcements  reached  Pender  and  Thomas  a  general 
advance  took  place,  and,  aided  by  our  artillery, 
which  had  not  been  able  to  assist  us  in  any  pre- 
vious attack,  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  cleared, 
and  retreating  rapidly,  he  fell  back  in  the  direc- 
tion of  United  States  Ford.  Thus  ended  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  would  appear  like 
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unjust  discrimination  in  mentioning  individuals. 
Generals  Fender,  Archer,  and  Thomas  deserve, 
for  their  successful  attacks,  to  be  specially  men- 
tioned, and  under  the  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
to  which  they  were  particularly  exposed,  no  offi- 
cers or  men  could  have  done  better  than  Generals 
Lane  and  McGowan  and  Colonel  Brockenbrough. 
The  light  division,  (A.  P.  Hill's,)  although  unfor- 
tunately deprived  of  the  presence  of  their  gallant 
commander,  showed  on  this  day  that  the  spirit 
with  which  he  had  inspired  them  by  success,  on  so 
many  battle-fields,  was  still  present ;  and  each  and 
all  did  their  duty.  A  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
has  been  furnished. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adding,  that 
my  personal  staff,  Captains  Finney  and  Harrison, 
Lieutenants  Selden  and  Heth,  and  acting  engineer 
officer,  W.  0.  Slade,  deserve  my  thanks  for  their 
gallantry  and  coolness,  on  all  occasions  during 
the  battle. 

For  acts  of  individual  gallantry,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  reports  of  brigade  and  regimen- 
tal commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HETH, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RODES. 

HEADQUARTERS  D.  H.  HILL'S  DIVISION,  i 
May  25,  1863.     ) 
Major  A.  S.  Pendleton : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  sub- 
joined report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  engagement 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  the  movements  that  pre- 
ceded it,  by  the  division  of  Major-General  D.  H. 
Hill,  then  under  my  command,  composed  of  the 
brigades  of  Doles,  Colquitt,  Iverson,  Ramseur,  and 
Rodes. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  April 
twenty-ninth,  it  being  announced  that  the  Federal 
army  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  River,  I 
marched  from  Grace  Church  to  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing, and  was  placed  in  position  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  army,  extending  —  perpendicular  to 
the  railroad  —  to  Massaponax  Creek.  A  portion 
of  Ramseur's  brigade  being  at  the  time  on  picket 
on  the  river,  he  was  ordered,  with  the  whole  of  his 
brigade,  to  occupy  the  south  side  of  the  creek, 
guarding  the  ford  near  its  mouth.  My  line  was 
strongly  and  rapidly  fortified  by  the  troops,  and 
held,  until  the  morning  of  the  first  May,  with- 
out molestation,  except  from  the  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown  and  Lie%tenant- Colonel  Thomas  H.  Carter, 
of  the  artillery,  for  their  energy  and  judgment  in 
assisting  to  render  this  line  impregnable  to  assault. 
Ramseur's  line  was  partially  exposed  to  an  enfi- 
lading fire  from  the  heights  across  the  river,  but 
such  was  the  accuracy  of  the  fire  of  the  Whitworth 
battery,  Lieutenant  Hurt  commanding,  stationed 
with  General  Ramseur,  that  their  batteries  were 
scattered,  and  their  attempts  in  this  direction  ren- 
dered unavailing. 

At  dawn,  on  May  first,  my  troops  were  again 


in  motion,  advancing  from  Hamilton's  Crossing, 
by  the  military  road,  to  its  junction  with  the  Fred- 
ericksburg  and  Orange  Court-House  plank  road, 
and  thence  up  the  plank  road,  for  about  two  miles. 
At  this  point  I  became  aware  of  a  serious  engage- 
ment on  my  right,  between  a  portion  of  the  troops 
of  Major- General  Anderson,  then  advancing  by 
the  old  turnpike,  and  Sikes's  division  of  regulars, 
Federal  army.  Being  in  advance  of  the  corps,  I 
continued  to  move  forward  for  about  half  a  mile, 
keeping  out  skirmishers  towards  the  enemy  to 
prevent  annoyance.  The  firing  becoming  very 
heavy  and  close,  the  column  was  halted  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  General  Ramseur's  brigade  de- 
tached, by  his  order,  to  support  that  portion  of 
Anderson's  division,  which  was  in  front  of  my  di- 
vision. This  brigade  became  sharply  engaged 
under  Anderson,  behaving  with  great  coolness  and 
gallantry,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  Generals 
Hill  and  Anderson.  Brigadier-General  Ramseur 
handled  his  own  skirmishers,  and  with  great  skill 
and  gallantry.  The  rest  of  the  division  moved  by 
the  right  flank  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  near  the  road, 
and  after  being  established  in  line  of  battle,  was 
directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  to  shelter 
itself  and  await  orders.  Subsequently  it  was  moved 
forward  into  the  woods,  but,  though  the  skirmish- 
ers became  engaged,  capturing  several  prisoners, 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  retired  before  I 
was  permitted  to  advance.  Remaining  in  line  of 
battle  until  about  sunset,  the  division  then  resumed 
its  march  up  the  plank  road,  and  bivouacked  that 
night  near  Aldrich's  tavern,  about  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  from  Chancellorsville. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  second, 
Iverson's  brigade  was  ordered  to  relieve  Ram- 
seur's, still  on  duty  with  Anderson,  in  front.  Iver- 
son subsequently  overtook  the  division  on  the 
march.  About  eight  o'clock  the  route  was  re- 
sumed, this  division  still  in  advance.  Turning 
short  to  the  left,  about  one  half  mile  beyond  Al- 
drich's, we  followed  the  mine  road,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  on  the  right  and  in  rear  of  Hooker's 
army.  On  arriving  at  the  old  furnace*  on  this 
road,  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  regiment,  Colonel 
Best,  was  detached  by  General  Jackson's  order, 
to  guard  a  road  from  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville, by  which  the  enemy  might  threaten  the  main 
column.  This  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Colonel  and  a  few  men,  was  subsequently  captured 
by  the  enemy,  who  made  a  vigorous  assault  upon 
the  ordnance  train  and  artillery  then  passing,  but 
were  gallantly  repulsed  by  Colonel  J.  Thompson 
Brown,  commanding  battalion  artillery.  Colonel 
Best's  report  of  the  manner  in  which  his  regiment 
discharged  its  important  duty,  and  its  fate,  is  en- 
closed. A  court  of  inquiry  on  the  subject  was 
prevented  by  the  removal  of  Colquitt's  brigade,  to 
which  it  was  attached,  from  this  department  to 
that  of  North  Carolina. 

On  reaching  the  plank  road  again,  about  two 
miles  north-west  of  Chancellorsville,  our  cavalry 
was  found  skirmishing  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  delay  was  caused  by  an  endeavor  on  our 
part  to  entrap  them.  At  this  point,  it  having  been 
determined  to  make  a  still  further  detour  towards 
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the  enemy's  rear,  the  column  was  moved  across 
to  the  old'  turnpike  road,  and  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  about  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Chancellorsville.  The  line  was  formed 
perpendicular  to  the  road,  by  which  it  was  equally 
divided.  Iverson's  brigade  on  the  left,  Colquitt's 
on  the  right,  Rodes  on  the  left  centre,  Doles  on 
the  right  centre ;  the  right  of  Rodes  and  left  of 
Doles  resting  on  the  road.  Ramseur's  brigade 
was  placed  in  the  rear  of  Colquitt  as  a  support, 
and  to  guard  the  flank.  By  five  o'clock,  Trimble's 
division,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Colston,  had  formed  about  one  hundred  yards  in 
rear  of  my  command,  and  in  continuation  of  Ram- 
seur's line.  A.  P.  Hill's  division  formed  the  third 
line  in  rear  of  Colston.  Each  brigade  commander 
received  positive  instructions,  which  were  well  un- 
derstood. The  whole  line  was  to  push  ahead  from 
the  beginning,  keeping  the  road  for  its  guide.  The 
position  at  Talley's  house  was  to  be  carried  at  all 
hazards,  as,  from  the  best  information  that  could 
be  obtained,  it  commanded  the  second  position  of 
the  enemy  at  Melzie  Chancellor's  house.  After 
taking  the  heights  at  Talley's,  if  the  enemy  showed 
a  determined  front  on  the  next  ridge,  my  men 
were  to  be  sheltered  until  our  artillery  could  come 
up  and  dislodge  them  —  under  no  other  circum- 
stances was  there  to  be  any  pause  in  the  advance. 
As  there  was  possibility  of  pressure  on  my  right 
flank,  Ramseur  was  directed  to  watch  that  flank 
carefully,  thus  leaving  Colquitt  free  to  push  ahead, 
without  fear  from  that  quarter.  For  similar  rea- 
sons, the  left  regiment  of  Iverson  was  placed  per- 
pendicular to  line  of  battle,  with  orders  to  follow 
the  advance  by  the  flank.  At  five  and  a  quarter 
P.  M.,  the  word  was  given  to  move  forward,  the 
line  of  sharpshooters  being  about  four  hundred 
yards  in  advance.  In  consequence  of  the  dense 
mass  of  undergrowth,  and  orders  not  having  been 
promptly  given  to  the  skirmishers  of  Rodes's  bri- 
gade, some  little  delay  was  caused  when  the  main 
line  reached  the  skirmishers'  line.  This  latter  was 
put  in  motion  again  by  my  order,  and,  soon  after, 
the  Alabama  brigade  encountered  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  At  once  the  line  of  battle  rushed  forward 
with  a  yell,  and  Doles  at  this  moment  debouched 
from  the  woods  and  encountered  a  force  of  the 
enemy  and  a  battery  of  two  guns  intrenched.  De- 
taching two  regiments  to  flank  the  position,  he 
charged  without  halting,  sweeping  everything  be- 
fore him,  and  pressing  on  to  Talley's,  gallantly 
carried  the  works  there,  and  captured  five  guns, 
by  a  similar  flank  movement  of  a  portion  of  his 
command.  So  complete  was  the  success  of  the 
whole  manoeuvre,  and  such  was  the  surp'rise  of  the 
enemy,  that  scarcely  any  organized  resistance  was 
met  with  after  the  first  volley  was  fired.  They 
fled  in  the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  the  field 
strewn  with  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing,  cais- 
sons, and  field  pieces  in  every  direction.  The 
larger  portion  of  his  force,  as  well  as  intrench- 
ments,  were  drawn  up  at  right  angles  to  our  line, 
and  being  thus  taken  in  the  flank  and  rear,  they 
did  not  wait  for  the  attack.  On  reaching  the 
ridge  at  Melzie  Chancellor's,  which  had  an  ex- 
tended line  of  works  facing  in  our  direction,  an 
effort  was  made  to  check  the  flying  columns.  For 


a  few  moments  they  held  this  position,  but  once 
more  my  gallant  troops  dashed  at  them  with  a 
wild  shout,  and  firing  a  hasty  volley,  they  con- 
tinued their  headlong  flight  to  Chancellorsville. 
It  was  at  this  point  that  Trimble's  division,  which 
had  followed  closely  in  my  rear,  headed  by  the 
brave  and  accomplished  Colston,  went  over  the 
works  with  my  men,  and  from  this  time  until  the 
close  of  the  engagement  the  two  divisions  were 
mingled  together  in  inextricable  confusion.  Push- 
ing forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  troops  soon 
entered  a  second  piece  of  woods  thickly  filled  with 
undergrowth.  The  right  becoming  entangled  in 
an  abatis  near  the  enemy's  first  line  of  fortifica- 
tions, caused  the  line  to  halt,  and  such  was  the 
confusion  and  darkness,  that  it  was  not  deemed 
advisable  to  make  a  further  advance.  I  at  once 
sent  word  to  Lieutenant-General  Jackson,  urging 
him  to  push  forward  the  fresh  troops  of  the  reserve 
line,  in  order  that  mine  might  be  re-formed.  Rid- 
ing forward  on  the  plank  road,  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  enemy  had  no  line  of  battle  between  our 
troops  and  the  heights  of  Chancellorsville,  and  on 
my  return,  informed  Colonel  Crutchfield,  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  corps,  of  the  fact,  and  he  opened 
his  batteries  on  that  point.  The  enemy  instantly 
responded  by  a  most  terrific  fire,  which  silenced 
our  guns,  but  did  little  execution  on  the  infantry, 
as  it  was  mainly  directed  down  the  plank  road, 
which  was  uncovered,  except  by  our  artillery. 
"When  the  fire  ceased,  General  Hill's  troops  were 
brought  up,  and  as  soon  as  a  portion  were  de- 
ployed in  my  front  as  skirmishers,  I  commenced 
withdrawing  my  men,  under  orders  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General. During  this  glorious  victory,  and 
pursuit  of  more  than  two  miles,  I  had  only  three 
brigades  really  engaged.  General  Colquitt,  soon 
after  starting,  was  misled  by  the  appearance  of  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  notwith- 
standing the  instructions  to  himself  and  General 
Ramseur,  halted  his  brigade  to  resist  what  he  sup- 
posed to  be  an  attack  on  his  flank.  This  error 
was  discovered  too  late  to  enable  him  to  do  more 
than  follow  the  victorious  troops  of  Doles  over  the 
field  they  had  won.  Ramseur  being  ordered  to 
follow  Colquitt  and  watch  his  flank,  was  necessa- 
rily deprived  of  an  active  participation.  On  with- 
drawing my  troops,  I  was  directed  to  see  that 
Jones's  brigade,  of  Colston's  division,  was  so  placed 
as  to  guard  a  road  coming  in  from  the  direction 
of  the  furnace  on  the  right,  and  to  relieve,  with 
one  of  my  brigades,  McGowan's  brigade,  of  Hill's 
division,  then  guarding  a  second  road  from  the 
same  direction,  which  entered  the  plank  road  far- 
ther up.  Whilst  preparing  to  make  these  dispo- 
sitions, a  sudden  and  rapid  musketry  fire  was 
opened  in  front,  which  created  a  little  confusion 
among  the  troops  ;  order  was  speedily  restored, 
however.  Apparently,  this  firing  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  our  own  men,  as  not  a  ball  from  the 
enemy  came  within  sound.  There  being  no  other 
place  but  the  open  ground  at  Melzie  Chancellor's 
suitable  for  such  a  purpose,  I  withdrew  all  my 
troops,  except  Colquitt's  brigade,  then  on  guard, 
to  re-form  them  at  that  point.  Finding  the  in- 
trenchments  partially  occupied  by  Paxton's  bri- 
gade, I  formed  line  of  battle  in  connection  with 
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him.  At  this  time  the  enemy  opened  a  similar 
terrific  fire  of  artillery  to  that  which  had  taken 
place  just  before  my  withdrawal,  which  causec 
much  confusion  and  disorder,  rendering  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  place  guards  across  the  road  to  stop 
stragglers.  Shortly  after  this  occurrence  I  was 
informed  that  Lieutenant-General  Jackson  \ 
wounded,  and  also  received  a  message  from  Major- 
General  Hill  that  he  likewise  was  disabled,  anc 
that  the  command  of  the  corps  devolved  on  me 
Without  loss  of  time  I  communicated  with  Briga- 
dier-Generals Heth  and  Colston,  commanding  re- 
spectively the  divisions  of  A.  P.  Hill  and  Trimble 
and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  attack  in  the  morning,  it  being  agreec 
that  the  troops  were  not  in  condition  to  resume 
operations  that  night.  Just  at  this  time,  (about 
two  o'clock,)  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  our 
right,  but  being  feeble  in  its  character,  anc 
promptly  met,  it  lasted  but  a  short  time.  Very 
soon  after,  Major-General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  who  hacl 
been  sent  for  by  Major  Pendleton,  A.  A.  genera" 
of  Lieutenant-General  Jackson,  arrived  on  the 
ground  and  assumed  command.  I  deem  it  proper 
to  state  that  I  yielded  the  command  to  GeneraJ 
Stuart,  not  because  I  thought  him  entitled  to  it, 
belonging,  as  he  does,  to  a  different  arm  of  the 
service,  —  nor  because  I  was  unwilling  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  attack,  as  I 
had  already  made  the  necessary  arrangements  and 
they  remained  unchanged,  but  because,  from  the 
manner  in  which  I  had  been  informed  that  he  had 
been  sent  for,  I  inferred  that  General  Jackson  or 
General  Hill  had  instructed  Major  Pendleton  to 
place  him  in  command,  and  for  the  still  strong 
reason  that  I  feared  that  the  information  that  t 
command  had  devolved  on  me,  unknown,  except 
to  my  own  immediate  troops,  would,  in  their 
shaken  condition,  be  likely  to  increase  the  demor- 
alization of  the  corps.  General  Stuart's  name  was 
well  and  very  favorably  known  to  the  army,  and 
would  tend,  I  hoped,  to  reestablish  confidence. 
I  yielded  because  I  was  satisfied  the  good  of  the 
service  demanded  it. 

On  the  morning  of  May  third,  being  the  rear 
division,  I  established  my  line  with  Rodes's  and 
Iverson's  brigades  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road, 
as  before,  Ramseur's  brigade  on  the  right,  then 
Doles's,  and  finally  Colquitt,  on  the  extreme 
right.  The  attack  was  renewed  about  six  o'clock 
A.  M. ;  and  soon  after  I  received  orders  to  move 
forward,  which  I  promptly  obeyed,  first  giving 
directions  to  each  brigade  commander  to  push 
forward  until  the  enemy  was  encountered,  and 
engage  him  vigorously,  moving  over  friend  and 
foe  alike  if  in  the  way.  At  the  moment  of  start- 
ing, our  cavalry  reported  a  strong  demonstration 
of  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  left,  and  Colquitt 
was  detached  to  oppose  it.  He  was  subsequent- 
ly moved  to  the  extreme  right,  to  support  a  por- 
tion of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  troops,  and  ultimately 
got  heavily  and  handsomely  engaged  on  the  left 
of  my  division,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter.  On 
account  of  the  dense  forest,  the  undulating  char- 
acter of  the  ground,  and  the  want  of  an  adequate 
staff,  it  was  not  in  my  power,-  during  the  subse- 
quent movements,  to  give  a  great  deal  of  personal 


attention  to  the  actions  of  any  of  my  commands, 
except  Rodes's   and  Ramseur's  brigades,    which 
were   next   to   the   road  ;  but  my   orders    were 
faithfully  executed  by  each  brigade  commander. 
Moving  forward  steadily,  with  no  material  stop- 
page  except    that    occasioned    by    the    tangled 
undergrowth,  they  soon  encountered  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery.     Pressing  on,  they  soon  overtook  the 
second  line  of  battle,  then  at  a  halt,  except  the 
Stonewall  brigade,   which    was    moving   (under 
orders)  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  the  plank 
road.     I  ordered  Colonel  O'Neil  not  to  wait  on 
this  movement,  but  to  advance  his  brigade  over 
the  second  line.     At  this  moment  Colonel  O'Neil 
was  disabled  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  and  in  per- 
son I  made  his  right  regiment  (the  third  Ala- 
bama) press  forward  through  the  troops,  and  sent 
a   staff  officer  with   directions  to   Colonel  Hall, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command,  to  continue  his 
advance.     The  first   line  was  in  turn  overtaken 
and  passed ;  but  the  confusion  arising  from  pass- 
ing the  two  lines  caused  the  two  regiments  on  the 
left  of  this  brigade  to  become  separated  from  the 
others.     These  two  moved  obliquely  to  the  right, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Hall, 
and  encountered  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
posted  behind  a  barricade   on  the   right  of  the 
road,  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  from 
the  epaulements  on  the  heights.    At  this  juncture, 
a  portion  of  Iverson's  brigade  and  a  portion  of 
Pender's  troops,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  coming  up,  he  or- 
dered them  all  forward.     The  enemy  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the   barricade  and  fall  back; 
and  pressing  on,  Colonel  Hall's  two  regiments,  — 
the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama, — together 
with  the  Twenty-third  North  Carolina  regiment, 
Colonel  Christie,  carried  the  heights  in  magnifi- 
cent style,  planting  their  flags  inside  the  works. 
In   this  charge   the    gallant    Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garvin,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama,  fell,  des- 
perately wounded,  inside  the  works.     In  the  mean 
lime  the  residue  of  Rodes's,  Iverson's,  and  Pen- 
der's troops,  moving  forward,  to  the  left  of  Hall 
and   Christie,    were    met    and    repulsed   by   the 
enemy,  thus  leaving  the  flank  of  the  party  on  the 
heights  exposed  to  an  overwhelming  force.     They 
were  compelled   to   fall   back   behind  the  plank 
road,  with  loss  of  over   one  hundred  men,  and 
Doth  Alabama  flags.     A    second  line  of   battle 
having  been  assembled  along  the  log  breastworks 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  composed  of  parts  of  the 
Third,  Sixth,    and    Twenty-sixth    Alabama,    the 
?ifth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel 
^ee,  who  had  just  joined  it,  and  other  scattering 
roops,  I  ordered  it,  through  Major  Whiting,  to 
ittack  —  moving  parallel  to  the  plank  road.   Hall 
mmediately  attacked  the  epaulements  again  with 
lis  two  regiments,  and  gallantly  carried  them ; 
ut  the  troops  just  mentioned,  who  had  attacked 
arther  to  the  left,  being  again  repulsed,  he  again 
ell  back  to  the  breastworks.     Whilst   this  was 
ranspiring  in  front,  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
n  force  on  my  left  and  rear.     This  attack  was 
net  by  the  Twelfth  Alabama,   Colonel  Pickens, 
Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth  Alabama,  with  a 
mall  portion  of  his  rs*»ment,  and  some  troops  of 
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Nichols's  brigade,  skilfully  placed  by  General 
Iverson,  and  sustained  against  fearful  odds,  until 
I  ordered  up  Colquitt's  brigade,  which  quickly 
and  handsomely  repulsed  it.  The  enemy  being 
repulsed  decicle'dly  here,  barely  holding  his  own 
in  the  left  centre,  and  compelled,  about  the  same 
time,  by  the  artillery  fire  from  the  right,  to  aban- 
don the  epaulements,  withdrew  all  his  forces  to 
the  hill  back  of  the  Chancellorsville  house.  The 
fighting  on  the  centre  and  left  was  of  a  most 
despermte  character,  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
many  valuable  officers,  among  them,  and  most  to 
be  regretted,  was  Major  A.  M.  Gordon,  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  a  young  officer  of  great  promise, 
and  great  purity  of  character. 

General  Fender,  speaking  of  the  first  advance 
of  my  troops,  stated  to  me  that  Colonel  Christie 
and  his  regiment,  which  he  handled  in  magnifi- 
cent style,  especially  attracted  his  attention,  and 
that  the  Colonel  deserved  promotion.  Whilst 
these  movements  were  taking  place  on  the  left, 
Ramseur  and  Doles  pushed  forward  on  the  right, 
passed  the  first  line  of  intrenchments,  which  had 
already  been  carried,  passed  the  first  and  second 
lines  of  our  troops,  and  became  fiercely  engaged. 
Doles  .deflecting  to  the  right,  passed  up  a  ravine 
behind  the  graveyard  on  Chancellor's  hill,  and 
finally  came  out  in  the  field  nearly  opposite  the 
house,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  as  he  ad- 
vanced, and  actually  getting  several  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear,  as  well  of  those  troops  opposing 
the  rest  of  my  division  as  of  those  opposing 
General  Anderson's  division.  Subsequently  he 
was  compelled  to  fall  back ;  and  was  directed  by 
General  Lee  to  take  charge  of  a  large  body  of 
prisoners.  Ramseur,  after  vainly  urging  the 
troops  in  possession  of  the  first  line  of  intrench- 
ments to  move  forward,  obtained  permission  to 
pass  them,  and,  dashing  over  the  works,  charged 
the  second  intrenched  line  in  the  most  brilliant 
style.  The  struggle  at  this  point  was  long  and 
obstinate  ;  but  the  charge  on  the  left  of  the  plank 
road  at  this  time  caused  the  enemy  to  give  way 
on  his  left ;  and  this,  combined  with  the  unflinch- 
ing determination  of  his  men,  carried  the  day, 
and  gave  him  possession  of  the  works.  Not  be- 
ing supported,  he  was  exposed  still  to  a  galling 
fire  from  the  right,  with  great  danger  of  being 
flanked.  Notwithstanding  repeated  efforts  made 
by  him,  and  by  myself  in  person,  none  of  the 
troops  in  his  rear  would  move  up  until  the  old 
Stonewall  brigade  arrived  on  the  ground,  and 
gallantly  advanced,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment,  Colonel 
Parker,  of  Ramseur's  brigade,  which  had  been 
detached  to  support  a  battery,  and  was  now  on 
its  return.  Occupying  the  works  on  the  right  of 
Ramseur,  and  thus  relieving  him,  when  his  am- 
munition was  nearly  exhausted,  the  Stonewall 
brigade  pushed  on,  and  carried  the  Chancellors- 
ville heights,  making  the  third  time  they  were 
captured.  They,  in  turn,  were  forced  to  fall 
back,  but  recaptured  several  of  the  prisoners, 
and  one  of  the  flags  taken  from  Colonel  Hall. 

At  this  juncture,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter, 
who  had  behaved  with  signal  courage  and  judg- 


ment during  the  whole  action,  succeeded,  in  con- 
junction with  Major  Pegram,  in  getting  several 
batteries  in  position  in  a  field  to  the  right,  which 
opened  with  such  precision  and  rapidity  on  such 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  troops  as  remained 
on  the  plain  of  Chancellorsville  as  finally  to 
drive  them  back  in  utter  confusion.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hillary  Jones,  of  the  artillery,  a  most 
accomplished  officer,  had,  however,  before  this, 
placed  ten  guns  near  the  plank  road  and  on  the 
nearest  ridge  to  the  enemy's  epaulements,  which 
had  fired  with  marked  success  on  the  artillery 
stationed  at  the  Chancellor  house  and  on  the  re- 
treating troops.  As  soon  as  our  artillery  fire 
would  permit,  the  heights  were  occupied  by  the 
infantry,  and,  by  order  of  General  Stuart,  I  took 
charge  of  arranging  all  the  troops  found  on  the 
field  in  line  of  battle,  parallel  to  the  plank  road. 
The  earliest  troops  on  the  ground  were  Colonel 
Brockenbrough's  and  another  Virginia  regiment, 
belonging,  I  think,  to  the  same  brigade.  These 
were  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  my  troops 
located  as  follows :  Iverson's  brigade  on  right, 
extending  from  the  Chancellorsville  house  up  the 
plank  road ;  next,  Rodes's  brigade,  then  Ram- 
seur's brigade,  and  finally,  Doles's  brigade,  all 
parallel  and  close  to  the  road.  Doles  was  sub- 
sequently thrown  across  the  road,  and  at  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees  with  it/  connecting  with  Gen- 
eral Pender,  by  whom  this  line  was  continued  on 
to  the  left.  Colston's  division,  now  attached  to 
my  command,  was  located  on  the  turnpike  road, 
to  the  right,  and  in  continuation  of  my  line.  Col- 
quitt's brigade  was  placed  en  echelon  with  refer- 
ence both  to  Iverson  and  Colston,  and  one 
hundred  yards  in  rear,  to  enable  our  artillery  to 
operate  in  the  interval.  This  position  was  strong- 
ly fortified,  and  was  held  without  molestation  until 
Tuesday  morning,  when  I  pushed  forward  my 
whole  line  of  skirmishers  to  feel  the  enemy.  He 
was  discovered  to  be  in  very  great  force,  both  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  with  formidable  intrench- 
ments. 

Early  on  "Wednesday  morning  my  outposts 
reported  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  I  again 
threw  forward  my  skirmishers  and  found  that  the 
entire  force  had  retreated  during  the  night.  Fol- 
lowing them  in  person,  with  a  few  troops,  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  successfully  crossed  the 
river,  availing  themselves  of  the  very  severe  storm 
and  darkness  of  the  previous  night.  The  line  of 
their  retreat  was  marked  by  every  evidence  of  a 
careful  and  well-conducted  march,  but  little  public 
or  private  property,  except  such  as  was  necessary 
for  hospital  purposes,  being  left  behind. 

On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  sixth,  my 
column  was  again  in  motion,  and  camped  that 
night  in  their  old  quarters  near  Grace  Church, 
having  been  absent  eight  days,  participating  in  the 
achievement  of  a  signal  victory,  capturing  fifteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  ten  flags,  seventy-five  thousand 
rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  and  four  bushels 
of  musket-caps  from  the  enemy.  The  small 
arms,  ammunition,  and  the  caps  afterwards  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Major  Allen,  corps  ordnance 
officer,  and  Captain  Marye,  ordnance  officer  of 
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Colston's  division.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
the  enemy  abandoned  such  a  large  number  of 
knapsacks  in  retreating  to  his  works,  that  when 
this  division  began  its  homeward  march  in  the 
rain  it  was  thoroughly  equipped  with  oil-cloths 
and  shelter-tents  of  the  best  quality. 

The  division  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  especially  on  the  second  day.  The 
conduct  of  its  men  and  officers  was  such  as  to 
win  the  highest  encomiums  from  General  Jack- 
son, and  such  as  had  been  rarely  equalled.  Its 
laurels  were  dearly  bought,  however,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  tabular  statement  of  killed  and 
wounded  herewith  filed,  marked  "  A."  I  do  not 
think  the  enemy's  loss  was  as  great  as  ours,  as 
he  fought  us  generally  from  behind  his  barricades 
and  earthworks ;  still  it  was  heavy. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  them,  and  for  future  ref- 
erence, the  names  of  all  the  officers  who  partici- 
pated in  the  engagement  are  presented  in  the 
appendices  to  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders. 
The  general,  field,  and  staff  officers  who  were 
present  are  herewith  presented  in  appendix  "  B." 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  within  reasonable 
limits,  to  mention  all  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  distinguished  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  at  this  battle.  It  is,  however,  my  duty 
to  call  attention  to  the  great  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency in  this  action  of  Brigadier-Generals  Doles 
and  Ramseur,  Colonel  Edward  Willis,  Twelfth 
Georgia  ;  Colonel  Cooke,  Fourth  Georgia,  severe- 
ly wounded ;  Colonel  Hall,  Fifth  Alabama ; 
Colonel  Christie,  Twenty-third  North  Carolina; 
Colonel  Pickens,  Twelfth  Alabama  ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;j.  N.  Lea,  Fifth  North  Carolina ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hobson,  Fifth  Alabama,  severely 
wounded ;  Colonel  Garrett,  of  the  Fifth  North 
Carolina,  (who  had  behaved  most  gallantly  on 


the  first  day,  and  was  unfortunately  wounded  by 
one  of  our  own  men  after  the  close  of  that  day's 
fight ;  Colonel  Parker,  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  ; 
Colonel  R.  T.  Bennett,  Fourteenth  North  Caro- 
lina ;  Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.,  of 
Rodes's  brigade ;  Captain  Green  Peyton,  of  my 
staff,  and  Captain  M.  L.  Randolph,  signal  corps. 
The  last  named  officer  was  remarkable  among  all 
these  brave  and  accomplished  officers  for  his  dar- 
ing coolness  and  efficiency. 

Colonel  O'Neal,  commanding  Rodes's  tyigade, 
deserves  special  notice  for  his  gallantry. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Colonel  W.  R.  Cox, 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina,  was  wounded  re- 
peatedly before  he  left  the  field.  All  of  the  other 
officers  did  their  duty  nobly,  but  those  I  have 
mentioned  came  under  my  own  notice,  or  were  so 
spoken  of  by  competent  persons,  as  to  make  it  my 
duty  to  mention  them  in  this  manner. 

My  staff  officers,  Captain  Green  Peyton,  and 
Captain  M.  L:  Randolph,  have  been  mentioned 
for  their  meritorious  conduct.  Their  duties  were 
more  than  usually  arduous  during  the  action,  and 
were  nobly  discharged. 

Mr.  Ed.  O'Neal,  volunteer  aid,  a  youth  under 
eighteen,  behaved  most  gallantry,  and  I  am  under 
great  obligations  to  him. 

Four  of  my  couriers,  C.  S.  Ellis,  company  "  B," 
Fourth  Georgia ;  Gilliam  James,  company  "  D," 

Fifth  Alabama  ; ,  and 

of  Stuart's  cavalry,  (Fitz  Lee's  brigade,)  were  of 

jat  service  to  me  during  the  battle,  and  exhib- 
ited great  courage  and  intelligence.  Both  of  the 
former  deserve  promotion  for  their  conduct. 

Enclosed  will  be  found  reports  of  brigade  and 
regimental  commanders.  Respectfully, 

R.  E.  RODES, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Division. 


APPENDIX   A. 


and  Casualties  of  the  Brigades  of  D.  E.  Hill's  Division,  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
General  Bodes,  in  Battle  of  Chancellor  smile. 


BRIGADE. 

STRENGTH. 

CASUALTIES. 

bfl 

fcfl 

•< 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

• 

o 

1 

Officers. 

| 

% 

Officers. 

1 

? 
o 

8 

M 

133 
135 
129 
151 
130 

1489 
1GGO 
1380 
1744 
1000 

4 
9 
12 
5 

62 
69 
142 
85 
9 

31 

26 
41 

42 

8 

312 
305 

485 
496 
120 

'5 

5 
21 

28 

28 
72 
103 
1(57 
281 

437 

486 
788 
816 
419 

2976 

678 

7873 

30 

367 

148 

1718 

59 

654 

*  This  estimate  of  the  strength  of  this.brigade  is  not  accurate,  as  the  brigade  was  transferred  to  North  Carolina 
Boon  after  the  battle,  and  left  no  data  from  wnich  we  can  get  the  exact  estimate. 

R.  E.  RODES, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Division. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  O'NEAL. 

HEADQUARTERS  RODES'S  BRIGADE,     ) 
SANTEE,  CAROLINE  COUNTY,  VA.,  May  12, 18G3. ) 

Captain  G.  Peyton,  A.  A.  Gr. : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  Rodes's  brigade  during  the  eight  days' 
campaign,  commencing  on  the  twenty-ninth  April 
and  ending  on  the  sixth  May,  1863.  Early  in 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth  April  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  hold  the  brigade  in  readiness  to 
move  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  about  eight 
o'clock  the  brigade  was  formed  on  the  road,  the 
right  resting  on  Round  Oak  Church.  Thence, 
after  a  short  delay,  we  moved  to  Hamilton's 
Crossing.  Here  I  was  ordered  to  put  the  brigade 
in  line  of  battle,  in  a  skirt  of  pine  woods,  about 
one  mile  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  just  in 
rear  of  our  works.  The  brigade  rested  here  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  day  and  until  three  o'clock 
next  morning,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  the 
brigade  to  the  right,  about  half  a  mile,  and  place 
it  in  the  intrenchments  —  the  right  resting  on 
Massaponax  Creek  and  the  left  on  the  Bowling 
Green  road.  During  the  day  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries across  the  river  shelled  a  portion  of  the 
line,  —  the  Third  and  Sixth  Alabama  regiments, — 
but,  being  protected  by  the  earthworks  and  the 
hill,  no  damage  was  done.  At  three  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  first  May,  I  moved  the  bri- 
gade to  Hamilton's  Crossing,  left  in  front,  and 
thence  to  the  plank  road,  some  seven  or  eight 
miles,  where  I  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  imme- 
diate action,  to  support  the  forces  of  General  An- 
derson, who  were  engaging  the  enemy.  Being 
in  rear  of  General  Colquitt's  brigade,  I  was  directed 
to  connect  with  him  and  move  as  he  moved.  At 
this  point  the  men  were  ordered  to  take  off  and 
pile  their  knapsacks,  and,  forming  by  the  rear 
rank,  I  moved  the  brigade  across  an  open  field  to 
a  public  road,  and  then  down  it  about  one  mile, 
where  we  rested  in  a  wood  till  late  in  the  evening, 
when  I  received  orders  to  march  back  to  the  plank 
road,  and  after  reaching  it,  to  halt  the  brigade  and 
send  back  for  the  knapsacks.  Having  obtained 
the  baggage,  I  moved  down  the  plank  road  about 
two  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  second  of  May  the  brigade 
was  moved  forward  on  the  plank  road  about  one 
mile,  and  thence  taking  a  road  to  the  left,  passed 
the  furnace  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  after  a 
march  of  some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  beyond  the  turn- 
pike road,  just  above  its  junction  with  the  plank 
road,  and  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  brigade  was 
formed  perpendicular  to  the  road  and  on  the  left 
of  it,  with  the  right  regiment,  the  Third  Alabama, 
resting  on  the  road  and  connecting  with  General 
Doles's,  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  road.  About 
half  after  five  o'clock  the  order  to  advance  was 
given,  and  very  soon  the  corps  of  sharpshooters, 
under  Major  Blackford,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  were 
engaged  with  the  enemy's  pickets.  The  brigade 
moved  rapidly  and  steadily  forward,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  engaged,  delivering  a  regular  and 
telling  fire.  We  drove  the  enemy  from  his  first 
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line  of  breastworks,  and,  pursuing  him  with  spirit 
and  rapidity,  soon  came  upon  his  second  line  of 
works,  which  were  carried  after  only  a  moment's 
delay.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  batteries  poured 
upon  us,  especially  the  right  wing,  the  Third  and 
Sixth  Alabama  regiments,  a  shower  of  grape  and 
canister.  Still  advancing,  we  continued  to  drive 
the  enemy  before  us  and  passed  to  his  third  line, 
consisting  of  log  works,  which  were  immediately 
carried  —  the  enemy  giving  only  one  volley  before 
he  fled.  Darkness  coming  on,  the  pursuit  was 
discontinued.  In  this  short  space  of  time  we 
drove  the  enemy  before  us  about  two  miles,  and 
from  three  breastworks  and  two  abatis.  We 
captured  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners. 
Captain  W.  T.  Renfro,  commanding  the  right 
wing  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  after  Colonel  Hobson 
had  been  wounded,  brought  in  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  and  Colonel  Lightfoot,  of  the  Sixth 
Alabama,  one  hundred  and  five.  Among  the 
prisoners  was  Colonel  Packer,  Fifth  Connecticut, 
and  several  other  officers.  We  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  part  of  a  fourth  piece, 
which  was  claimed  by  another  brigade.  We  also 
captured  a  lot  of  ammunition  and  a  quantity  of 
small  arms.  The  Third  Alabama  captured  and 
have  now  in  possession  two  stands  of  Federal 
artillery  colors,  and  the  Sixth  Alabama  captured 
one  battery  flag.  Being  with  the  brigade  through- 
out this  brilliant  charge,  I  can  personally  bear 
witness  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  the  officers,  and 
the  daring,  dashing  courage  of  the  men.  In  this 
connection,  permit  me  also  to  state  the  order, 
regularity,  and  precision  with  which  the  several 
regimental  commanders  moved  and  handled  their 
commands  throughout  this  charge.  The  Third 
Alabama,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Bonham, 
Chester,  and  Phelan,  was  ordered  to  move  along 
the  road  and  perpendicular  to  it,  and  was  the 
battalion  of  direction  ;  and  the  other  regiments  — 
the  Sixth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lightfoot  and 
Major  Gordon ;  the  Twelfth,  under  Colonel  Pickens 
and  Captain  Proskauer  ;  the  Twenty-sixth,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Garvin  and'Major  Bryan,  and 
the  Fifth,  under  Colonel  Hall  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hobson  —  moved  in  line  of  battle  with 
this  regiment,  and,  although  passing  through  a 
dense  and  "  tangled  forest "  for  a  mile,  all  the 
regiments  were  connected  and  moved  in  a  regular 
unbroken  line,  the  officers  exhibiting  the  greatest 
coolness  and  daring,  cheering  on  their  men  by  both, 
voice  and  example.  In  this  charge,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  E.  L.  Hobson  was  wounded,  while  gal- 
lantly rushing  in  front  of  his  men,  near  the  enemy's, 
second  line  of  works.  Major  Bryan,  Twenty- 
sixth  Alabama,  was  also  wounded,  near  the  same 
place  and  about  the  same  time,  while  bravely  per- 
forming his  duties.  Captain  Watkins  Phelan,. 
who  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  Third  Ala- 
bama, was  also  wounded  in  this  charge.  He, 
with  Captain  Bonham,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, and  Captain  Chester,  who  commanded  the 
right  wing  of  the  Third  Alabama,  acted  most  gal- 
lantly, and  led  their  regiment  with  great  success, . 
and  it  is  but  synple  justice  to  say  that  each  regi- 
ment did  its  whole  duty.  As  soon  as  the  night 
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put  an  end  to  the  pursuit  I  formed  the  brigade, 
and  having  had  ammunition  issued  to  the  men,  I 
reported  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding 
division  for  orders.  He  ordered  me  to  move  to 
the  earthworks  to  the  left  of  the  road,  the  second 
line  we  had  carried,  and  to  relieve  General  Paxton, 
which  was  done,  and  there  we  rested  for  the  night. 
About  six  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  the  third  of 
May,  I  received  orders  to  advance,  the  brigade 
being  in  the  third  or  reserve  line  of  battle.  We 
moved  forward,  under  heavy  shelling,  in  an  open 
field,  and  then  through  a  dense  wood  for  about 
one  mile,  when  we  came  up  with  our  second  line 
of  battle  and  passed  through  it.  I  inquired,  as 
we  passed,  whose  brigade,  and  was  informed  it 
was  General  Paxton's.  We  continued  to  move 
forward  until'  we  came  to  some  other  troops,  where 
I  ordered  a  halt,  and  found  that  the  Third  Ala- 
bama had  lapped  over  and  got  in  front  of  the 
Sixth  Alabama,  the  regiment  immediately  on  its 
left.  While  rectifying  the  line,  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral commanding  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  the 
road  with  him,  and,  explaining  to  me  the  position  of 
the  forces  on  my  right,  and  the  direction  I  was  to 
pursue,  ordered  me  to  push  forward  over  our  first 
line  of  battle,  and  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Chan- 
cellor's hill.  In  company  with  Major  Whiting, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  I  immediately  started 
on  a  run  for  the  centre  of  the  brigade  to  execute 
this  order,  and  when  near  the  centre,  was  stricken 
down  by  the  fuse  of  a  shell,  which  disabled  me 
for  the  balance  of  the  day.  I  directed  Major 
Whiting  to  move  the  brigade  forward,  and  to  in- 
form Colonel  Hall,  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  that  the 
command  devolved  on  him.  Colonel  Hall  was, 
at  the  time,  en  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  with 
his  regiment.  The  brigade  moved  forward  under 
a  most  terrific  storm  of  shell,  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  and,  for  what  took  place  afterwards  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Colonel 
Hall,  who  so  bravely  led  it,  and  that  of  Colonel 
Pickens,  who  so  gallantly  resisted  the  advance  on 
our  left,  and  ask  that  their  reports  may  be  taken 
and  considered  a  part  of  this.  In  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  corps  commander  to  report  what 
standards  were  captured  and  which  lost,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  the  colors  of  the  Fifth 
Alabama  regiment  were  captured  by  the  enemy 
in  the  attack  upon  the  intrenchments  at  Chancel- 
lor's house,  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant. 
This  regiment,  supported  by  only  a  portion  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  and  four  companies  of 
Iverson's  brigade,  were  the  first  to  charge  and 
carry  the  enemy's  works  near  the  Chancellor  house. 
Having  taken  possession  of  the  epaulements  which 
commanded  the  plank  road,  this  regiment  moved 
forward  in  the  charge  considerably  in  advance  of 
the  right,  and,  being  unsupported  by  the  brigade 
on  its  left,  had  its  left  flank  turned  by  a  su- 
perior force,  and  was  forced  to  retire  from  the 
works.  In  doing  so  the  color-bearer  was  wounded, 
and  with  the  colors  and  over  a  hundred  of  its  men 
were  surrounded  and  captured.  Retiring  only  to 
the  plank  road,  this  regiment  again  charged  and 
took  these  works  without  support,  and  a  second 
time  had  to  retire  before  superior  numbers.  Cap- 


tured in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  in- 
trenchments, and  some  time  before  any  other 
troops  reached  that  point,  the  loss  of  their  flag  is 
one  of  the  highest  evidences  of  the  gallant  and 
daring  services  rendered  by  the  Fifth  Alabama  regi- 
ment in  the  action  of  that  day.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  calling  special  notice  to  that  assidu- 
ous attention  to  every  duty,  and  that  calm  courage, 
coolness,  and  self-possession  exhibited  under  all 
circumstances  during  these  trying  days,  by  Major 
H.  A.  Whiting,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
most  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  com- 
manding General  for  promotion.  He  was  inval- 
uable to  me  throughout  the  two  engagements  of 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  I  am  also  greatly  indebted 
to  Adjutants  Pickett  and  Moore,  of  the  Third  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  regiments,  who  acted  as 
Aids,  for  valuable  services  in  fearlessly  carrying 
and  delivering  orders.  The  Brigade  Inspector, 
Lieutenant  Partridge,  was  energetic  and  untiring 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  rendered 
efficient  aid.  I  desire  also  to  mention  Mr.  Webb 
Woodruff  and  Mr.  Rittenhouse  Moore,  who  were 
with  me  and  did  good  service.  Enclosed  you  will 
find  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  to 
which  I  call  special  attention.  Also,  lists  of  casu- 
alties. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  A.  O'NEAL, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ALABAMA  REGIMENT,  ) 
SANTEE,  CAROLINE  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA,  May  8, 1863. ) 

Captain  H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  #.,  Rodes's  Bri- 
gade: 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  Rodes's  brigade  while 
under  my  command,  in  the  battle  of  Chancellors - 
ville,  of  the  third  instant : 

About  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  the  third  or  rear  line  of  battle,  and  moved  for- 
ward under  the  command  of  Colonel  O'Neal. 
Proceeding  about  a  mile,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell,  we  passed  the  second  line  of  battle.  Here 
Colonel  O'Neal,  who  had  so  gallantly  led  us,  was 
wounded,  and  this  unfortunate  circumstance 
placed  me  in  command  of  the  brigade.  Soon  we 
had  overtaken  the  first  line  of  battle,  which  was 
moving  by  the  right  and  left  flanks.  At  this 
point  the  brigade  was  separated,  part  of  the  Third 
and  Sixth,  and  all  of  the  Twelfth  Alabama  regi- 
ments following  the  troops  moving  by  the  left 
flank,  and  part  of  the  Sixth,  all  of  the  Fifth  and 
Twenty-sixth  Alabama  following  those  moving  by 
the  right  flank ;  this,  owing  to  the  dense  forest, 
was  not  discovered  at  the  time.  I  had  just  as- 
sumed command,  and  had  not  time  to  pass  to  the 
centre  of  the  brigade  before  troops  were  seen  in 
my  front.  Believing  them  to  be  our  men,  I 
ordered  my  command  to  cease  firing  and  move  on, 
and  soon  saw  from  his  killed  and  wounded  that 
it  was  the  enemy.  The  command  was  pressed 
rapidly  forward,  under  a  most  terrific  fire  of  shell, 
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grape,  and  musketry,  to  the  branch  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  the  earthworks  on  Chancellor's  hill.  See- 
ing strong  batteries  on  the  hill,  supported  by 
heavy  columns  of  infantry,  I  halted,  and,  shelter- 
ing the  men  as  much  as  possible,  ordered  them 
to  fire  on  the  men  in  the  works  on  the  hill, 
particularly  at  the  cannoneers.  So  heavy  was 
our  fire  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  their  gun- 
ners could  be  kept  at  their  pieces,  and  his  fire 
soon  sensibly  slackened;  this  fire  was  kept  up 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  During  this  time, 
Captain  Whiting,  A.  A.  general,  went  back  to 
bring  forward  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  from 
which,  it  was  here  discovered,  we  were  separated. 
Very  soon  after  halting  a  battery  opened  on  my 
left,  completely  enfilading  my  entire  line,  but 
owing  to  our  position  most  of  the  shot  passed 
harmlessly  over  head.  I  again  sent  back  the 
order  to  bring  up  the  remainder  of  the  brigade, 
which  was  not  found.  The  battery  on  my  left 
continuing  its  enfilading  fire,  and  heavy  volleys  of 
musketry  showing  the  enemy  to  be  there  in  strong 
force,  I  sent  notice  to  the  division  commander, 
that  unless  they  were  pressed  on  my  left  my 
flank  would  be  turned,  and  I  could  not  hold  my 
position.  Just  after  sending  this  message  I  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  in  the  works  on  the  hill 
were  in  some  confusion,  when  I  ordered  a  charge, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  part  of  my  com- 
mand. The  works  were  soon  in  my  possession, 
together  with  a  battery  of  five  pieces,  the  enemy 
having  fled  with  the  rest  of  his  guns.  The  colors 
of  the  Fifth  and  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  were 
planted  in  a  short  distance  of  each  other  on  the 
works.  The  works  were  carried  about  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.  by  these  two  regiments,  and  a  small  part  of 
the  Sixth,  which  had  become  separated  from  their 
regiment.  Noticing  at  this  time  that  all  the  men 
had  not  moved  forward  at  the  order  to  charge,  I 
returned  to  the  branch,  and  again  ordered  them 
forward,  which  command  was  promptly  obeyed. 
While  hurrying  them  forward,  I  noticed  a  body 
of  men  on  my  left  running.  I  called  to  an  officer 
then  passing,  asking  him  what  that  meant,  and 
who  those  men  were.  He  stated  that  they  be- 
longed to  a  brigade  which  I  knew  to  be  on  my 
left,  and  that  "  the  d — d  scoundrels  would  not 
fight."  I  pointed  to  the  works,  telling  him  that 
my  men  held  them,  and  called  on  him  to  assist 
me  in  rallying  his  men  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  enemy,  then  advancing  on  my  left  and  rear. 
The  men  could  not  be  rallied.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued to  advance,  unopposed,  and,  gaming  my 
rear,  compelled  me  to  evacuate  the  works  which  I 
had  just  captured.  This  was  done,  with  a  heavy 
loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Most  of 
the  command  who  escaped  rallied  and  returned 
with  other  troops,  who  afterwards  captured  the 
same  works,  and  these  troops  were  driven  from 
the  works  by  a  column  flanking  them  on  the  left 
and  rear,  as  I  had  been  driven  some  time  before. 
After  this  I  was  ordered  to  rally  my  command, 
and  move  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  support  troops 
then  engaging  the  enemy.  Afterwards  the  bri- 
gade was  formed  in  line  of  battle  at  Chancellors- 


ville,  where  it  remained  until  the  enemy  recrossed 
the  river,  when  we  returned  to  our  old  encamp- 
ment,' on  the  night  of  the  sixth  instant ;  having 
been  absent  marching  and  fighting  for  eight  days. 

In  this  report,  I  have  only  mentioned  the  Fifth, 
Twenty-sixth,  and  part  of  the  Sixth  Alabama  regi- 
ments, because  these  were  the  only  troops  of  the 
brigade  under  my  immediate  command  during  the 
battle.  For  the  part  taken  by  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade  in  this  ever  memorable  engage- 
ment, you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Pickens,  of  the  Twelfth  Alabama,  un- 
der whose  gallant  leadership  they  so  heroically 
fought. 

Justice  demands  that  I  should  mention  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Garvin,  commanding  the  Twenty- 
sixth,  and  Captain  Renfro,  commanding  the  Fifth 
Alabama,  who  were  both  severely,  if  not  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  their  regiments, 
and  giving  the  highest  evidence  of  their  coolness 
and  skill,  which  should  ever  characterize  the  true 
soldier. 

To  the  cool  and  undaunted  courage  of  Major 
H.  A.  Whiting,  A.  A.  G.,  I  feel  greatly  indebted 
for  the  success  attending  my  attack  on  the  works 
on  Chancellor's  hill.  If  skill  as  an  officer  and 
gallantry  in  action  entitle  any  man  to  promotion, 
Major  Whiting  truly  deserves  it. 

For  individual  acts  of  courage,  and  the  casual- 
ties of  the  battle,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to 
the  reports  of  regimental  commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  HALL, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAMILTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  LIGHT  ) 
DIVISION,  CAMP  GREGG,  May  20, 1863.     \ 

Captain  R.  H.  Finney,  A.  A.  General : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  consequence  of  the  wounding  of 
Brigadier-General  McGowan  and  Colonel  O.  E. 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, early  in  the  day,  on  the  third  instant,  I 
found  myself  in  command  of  this  brigade.  It 
will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  recapitulate  the 
movements  of  the  brigade  on  the  march,  as  I 
have  already,  in  giving  a  report  as  regimental 
commander,  detailed  those  of  First  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  which  will  cover  those  of  the 
brigade  previous  to  our  reaching  the  enemy,  in 
rear  of  their  line  of  works  beyond  Chancellors- 
ville.  At  sunset,  second  instant,  we  reached  that 
part  of  the  field  which  had  been  cleared  by  Brig- 
adier-General Rocles,  scattering  the  enemy  in  every 
direction ;  passing  beyond,  we  were  drawn  up  in 
line,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  McGowan,  on 
the  plank  road,  the  Fourteenth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers  being  deployed  and  covering 
our  front  as  skirmishers.  Here  we  were  subjected 
to  a  heavy  fire  of  shells,  which  was  annoying,  but 
did  not  do  us  a  great  deal  of  damage.  After  re- 
maining here  until  about  eleven  o'clock,  orders 
were  given  for  an  advance  of  the  brigade,  Thir- 
teenth South  Carolina  volunteers  on  the  right, 
First  South  Carolina  volunteers  next  to  the  rifle 
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regiment  (Orr's)  on  the  left,  directing  battalion. 
The  attempt  was  made,  but  either  in  consequence 
of  the  impossibility  of  advancing  through  a  thick 
and  almost  impenetrable  pine  thicket,  or  from  a 
change  of  orders,  the  order  was  countermanded. 
At  twelve  o'clock  (midnight)  the  brigade  marched 
to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
with  Brigadier-General  Lane  on  our  left,  and  Brig- 
adier-General Archer  on  our  right.  At  sunrise 
the  advance  was  commenced,  the  brigade,  how- 
ever, obliqued  too  much  to  the  left,  separating 
our  line  from  that  of  Brigadier-General  Archer, 
and  somewhat  overlapping  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Lane.  So  soon,  however,  as  the  ground  was 
cleared  before  us,  the  four  regiments  engaged, 
(First,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Orr's  rifles,) 
dashed  at  the  enemy's  first  line  of  breastworks, 
and  clearing  them "  with  rapidity,  the  brigade 
passed  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  front  and 
engaged  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  collected 
in  strength  on  our  right.  Up  to  this  time  Briga- 
dier-General McGowan  was  active  and  coura- 
geous in  urging  on  the  brigade,  exposing  himself 
without  any  sort  of  regard  for  his  own  safety  ;  the 
last  that  I  saw  of  him,  his  huge  form  was  tower- 
ing from  the  top  of  the  breastworks,  which  we  had 
just  passed :  he  was  soon  after,  unfortunately, 
wounded,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  not  dangerously. 
The  brigade  soon  became  very  hotly  engaged, 
particularly  the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and 
Orr's  rifle  regiments.)  The  enemy  finding  our 
right  operand  unsupported,  (Brigadier-General 
Archer  having  lost  his  connection  with  our  line, 
from  our  having  obliqued  to  the  left  in  advancing 
from  the  cover  of  the  woods,)  pressed  on  to  pass 
round  our  right  flank,  and  get  possession  of  the 
breastworks  in  our  rear.  This  being  apparent  to 
the  two  right  regiments,  (First  and  Orr's  rifles,) 
they  fell  back  to  the  line  of  breastworks,  and  con- 
tinued to  fight  the  enemy,  who,  if  they  had  pushed 
vigorously  forward,  could  at  once  have  driven  us 
out,  as  that  portion  of  the  works  was  unoccupied 
for  some  time,  but  such  a  deadly  fire  was  poured 
into  them  whenever  they  showed  themselves  that 
their  immediate  advance  was  checked.  While 
fighting  at  the  breastworks,  I  learned  that  Colonel 
Edwards,  Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina 
volunteers,  had  assumed  command  of  the  brigade. 
From  him  I  did  not  receive  many  orders,  as  he 
was,  I  regret  to  say,  soon  very  severely  wounded  ; 
as  likewise  my  gallant  young  subaltern,  Lieuten- 
ant James  T.  Proctor,  (company  C,  First  regiment,) 
whom  I  had  just  before  detailed  to'  act  as  his  A. 
A.  General,  who,  after  a  very  few  moments  of  duty 
lost  his  leg.  We  had  not  fought  for  any  great 
length  of  time,  when  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Trimble's  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Colston,  came  to  reenforce  us  on  the  right, 
but  from  their  hesitancy  in  taking  the  position, 
and  encumbering  us  in  the  rear,  they  were  but  of 
little  use,  and  the  enemy  soon  commenced  pour- 
ing over  the  breastworks  on  our  right.  My  regi- 
ment (First  South  Carolina  volunteers)  and  Orr's 
rifle  regiment  being  out  of  ammunition,  without 
the  means  of  replenishing  it,  and  our  flank  ex- 
posed by  the  enemy  occupying  the  line  (the  pro- 


longation of  ours)  to  the  right,  it  was  deemed 
best  to  retire  for  the  time,  which  was  done.  Fall- 
ing back  a  short  distance  to  a  road  in  rear,  as 
commander  of  my  own  regiment,  I  found  Briga- 
dier-General Colston  rallying  some  of  his  own 
troops ;  to  him  I  reported,  asking  that  my  regi- 
ment might  be  supplied  with  ammunition,  which 
was  furnished  me.  The  rifle  regiment  (Orr's) 
soon  joined  me.  Here  I  learned  for  the  first  time 
that  Colonel  Edwards  was  wounded.  I  assumed 
command  of  that  portion  of  the  brigade  which  was 
with  me,  and  soon  resumed  the  advance.  Find- 
ing the  breastworks  occupied  by  our  own  troops,  I 
was  ordered,  by  Brigadier-General  Colston,  to 
march  the  portion  of  the  brigade  which  had  joined 
me  across  the  plank  road,  and  occupied  the  posi- 
tion commanding  the  flank  of  the  line  of  breast- 
works held  by  our  troops ;  here  I  took  position, 
and  remained  under  an  irregular  but  severe  fire 
of  shells  for  two  hours,  expecting  every  moment 
to  be  engaged  with  the  infantry  of  the  enemy,  as 
scattering  bullets  were  occasionally  reaching  us, 
and  sometimes  heavy  firing  was  heard  immedi- 
ately in  our  front ;  gradually  the  fire  slackened.  I 
was  left  without  further  orders,  and  finding  the 
brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Fender  in  my  rear, 
moving  out  into  the  plank  road,  I  reported  to  him 
for  orders,  and  learned  that  he  was  in  command 
of  the  light  division,  both  Major-General  A.  P. 
Hill  and  Brigadier-General  Heth  having  been 
slightly  wounded.  After  a  short  time  we  received 
our  rations,  replenished  our  ammunition,  and  be- 
ing rejoined  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  had 
been  with  Colonel  A.  Perrin,  Fourteenth  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  I  marched  the  brigade, 
under  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Pender,  to  a  po- 
sition on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  was  estab- 
lished on  the  front  line  of  his  division,  facing  east- 
ward, (on  Sunday  afternoon,  third  instant,)  holding, 
as  he  informed  me,  the  key  of  his  position,  and  which 
I  was  ordered  by  him  to  hold  at  all  hazards  and 
to  the  last  extremity. 

Throwing  out  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  cov- 
ering my  entire  line,  we  prepared  to  bivouac,  and 
obtain  such  rest  as  we  might  in  a  swamp,  with 
dead,  dying,  and  roasted  Yankees,  (the  woods  hav- 
ing taken  fire  just  after  the  battle  of  that  day, 
third  instant,)  but  our  rest  was  constantly  inter- 
rupted by  our  skirmishers  becoming  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy. 

On  Monday,  the  fourth,  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
move the  brigade  to  a  position  in  rear  of  the  one 
held  by  me  during  the  afternoon  and  night  before. 
Here  I  had  breastworks  rapidly  thrown  up,  six 
companies  covering  my  front  as  skirmishers,  and 
scouts  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  From  these  scouts  I  learned,  early  in  the 
evening,  that  the  enemy  were  making  no  demon- 
stration on  their  right  and  in  my  front.  During 
this  night  I  could  hear  the  moving  of  the  artillery 
and  wagon  trains  down  towards  Banks's  Ford, 
and  so  reported  it  to  Brigadier-General  Pender, 
with  my  impression  that  they  were  moving  off, 
which  subsequent  events  proved  to  be  correct. 
Nothing  of  further  moment  occurred,  beyond  our 
pushing  my  skirmishers,  by  a  wheel  of  their  line 
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to  the  left,  upon  and  against  the  right  flank  of 
those  of  the  enemy. 

I  beg  to  speak  of  the  efficiency  of  Major  Croft, 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Major 
Hunt,  Thirteenth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  and 
Captains  Butler  and  Haskell,  of  First  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Captain  Duncan, 
Thirteenth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
while  respectively  in  command  of  skirmishers. 
To  Captain  T.  P.  Ashton,  First  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  who  acted  as  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  I  feel  myself  under  great  obli- 
gations for  his  untiring  zeal  and  efficiency.  He 
was  ready  at  all  hours  to  go  to  any  position,  either 
to  the  skirmishers  in  front  or  along  the  line ;  his 
calm,  courageous  bearing  won  my  admiration  and 
esteem,  and  to  his  intelligence  and  ready  perception 
of  his  duties  my  labors,  which  would  have  been 
arduous  in  being  placed  suddenly  in  command  of 
the  brigade,  were  lightened  by  his  aid. 

After  remaining  at  our  intrenched  position,  we 
marched  oft'  on  Wednesday,  the  sixth  instant, 
and  returned  to  this  camp  on  Thursday,  seventh 
instant. 

It  remains  now  but  to  speak  of  our  losses. 
They  were  heavy,  (lists  of  which  have  already 
been  forwarded  to  division  headquarters,  Briga- 
dier-General Fender,)  and  among  them  I  regret 
to  announce  the  death  of  Colonel  James  M.  Per- 
rin,  Orr's  rifle  regiment,  who  was  mortally  wound- 
ed while  gallantly  fighting  his  regiment  at  the 
breastworks,  on  Sunday,  third  May.  Colonel 
Perrin  was  one  of  the  captains  of  my  old  regi- 
ment, (First  South  Carolina  volunteers,)  and  on 
duty  with  me  in  South  Carolina  previous  to  my 
coming  to  Virginia,  in  1861.  Since  then  he  has, 
at  various  times,  been  under  my  command.  A 
more  zealous  or  efficient  officer  could  not  have 
been  found  in  this  command.  Noble,  brave,  and 
pious,  he  lived  to  win  the  admiration  and  esteem 
of  his  friends,  and  we  will  trust  died  to  receive  the 
reward  of  a  life  spent  in  the  strict  discharge  of 
every  duty. 

I  beg  to  enclose  the  reports  of  the  Thirteenth, 
First,  Fourteenth,  and  Orr's  rifles,  South  Carolina 
volunteers.  The  Twelfth  regiment,  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle, 
but  was  detailed  as  a  guard  to  prisoners,  and,  on 
Monday,  the  fourth  May,  was  sent  off  to  Rich- 
mond, with  upwards  of  two  thousand  prisoners, 
and  did  not  return  to  the  brigade  until  two  days 
after  our  return  to  this  camp. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HAMILTON, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Light  Division. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BROCKENBROUGH. 

HEADQUARTERS  HETH'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
May  18,  1863.     J 

E.  H.  Finney,  A.  A.  G.  Light  Division : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
during  the  late  battles  of  the  second  and  third  of 
May,  in  the  vicinity  of  Chancellorsville.  Leaving 
Hamilton's  Crossing  at  early  dawn  on  the  first, 


the  brigade  halted  at  seven  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the 
plank  road,  about  one  mile  east  of  Chancellors- 
ville. The  advanced  troops  of  our  corps  had  en- 
countered the  enemy  near  Salem  Church,  and  with 
slight  resistance  they  fled  to  their  works.  At  ten 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  leaving  the  turn- 
pike to  our  right  and  moving  upon  the  old  furnace 
road,  we  turned  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and 
at  five  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  M.  reached  the  plank 
road  again,  about  four  miles  west  of  Chancellors- 
ville, and  in  their  rear.  Here  we  formed  line  of 
battle  and  commenced  a  rapid  advance,  this  bri- 
gade occupying  the  second  line.  Our  approach 
in  that  direction  seemed  to  take  by  surprise  and 
create  a  considerable  panic  among  the  enemy,  who, 
notwithstanding  they  occupied  superior  natural 
positions,  strengthened  by  works  of  magnitude, 
fled  at  our  approach,  night  alone  giving  them 
quarter.  We  pursued  them  within  three  fourths 
of  a  mile  of  Chancellorsville.  The  rapid  flight  of 
the  enemy,  the  eagerness  of  our  pursuit,  the  tan- 
gled wilderness  through  which  we  had  marched, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  created  much  con- 
fusion in  our  ranks,  which  at  this  point  was  in- 
creased by  a  deadly  fire  poured  into  our  ranks  by 
friends  and  foes  from  our  right,  left,  and  front. 
Artillery,  with  their  caissons,  occupied  the  road 
abreast  of  us.  and,  without  drivers,  dashed  headlong 
through  our  ranks.  Under  these  circumstances 
our  troops  kilted,  and  the  chase  ended  fdr  the 
night.  During  the  night  the  enemy  was  not  idle, 
but  worked  like  beavers  in  erecting  the  most  for- 
midable barricades  and  breastworks,  thus  partially 
relieving  themselves  of  the  panic  of  the  previous 
evening,  and  determining  them  to  give  battle. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  third,  the  brigade, 
by  General  Heth's  order,  was  again  deployed  in 
line  of  battle,  extending  on  either  side  of  the  road, 
the  Fortieth  and  Forty-seventh  Virginia  regiments 
on  the  right,  following  General  Lane's  brigade ; 
the  Fifty-fifth  and  Twenty-second  Virginia  on  the 
left,  supporting  General  Pender.  The  advance  of 
our  leading  line  became  irregular,  and  the  turn- 
pike, which  separated  the  brigade,  being  much 
more  elevated  than  the  ground  upon  either  side, 
the  interval  between  the  two  portions  became  so 
considerable  as  not  to  be  seen  the  one  by  the 
other.  Being  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy, 
our  advance  line  in  a  few  minutes  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  we  were  exposed  to  the  most  deadly 
fire  I  have  ever  experienced.  Very  soon  the 
troops  in  advance  were  forced  back  through  our 
lines,  leaving  us  without  support  on  either  flank. 
The  two  regiments  on  the  left  of  the  road  had  by 
this  time  moved  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  and  while  fiercely  en- 
gaging them,  had  their  left  turned  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retire.  The  two  regiments  on  the  right 
remained  in  their  position,  awaiting  support  to 
charge  the  enemy's  works.  Finding  no  one  dis- 
posed to  move,  though  many  thousands  had  taken 
shelter  behind  the  barricade,  our  line  was  formed, 
and  being  joined  by  about  twelve  hundred  troops 
of  different  brigades,  we  led  the  second  charge. 
Upon  reaching  the  edge  of  the  field,  these  troops, 
with  a  yell,  increased  their  speed  to  a  double  quick, 
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and,  such  was  the  impetuosity  of  the  charge,  that 
the  enemy's  resistance,  though  fierce  and  bloody, 
was  of  short  duration.  We  soon  triumphantly 
mounted  their  intrenchments,  completely  routing 
them  from  a  position  from  which  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  conceive  how  an  army  could  be  driven. 
On  gaining  the  works,  we  discovered  the  field 
literally  crowded  with  men  flying  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  poured  into  them  a  deadly  fire.  Occu- 
pying this  position  about  two  minutes,  we  dis- 
covered troops  advancing  through  the  woods  upon 
our  left,  and  supposed  they  were  friends  till  a 
volley  fired  into  our  left  and  rear  removed  the 
delusion.  Their  numbers  and  position  bein»  vastly 
superior  to  ours,  and  unsupported  on  our  left,  wre 
were  again  forced  to  retire.  As  soon  as  our  artil- 
lery shelled  this  piece  of  woods,  we  advanced  a 
third  line  and  held  the  position.  Artillery  now 
coming  to  our  support,  soon  silenced  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (which  had  harassed  us  during  the  en- 
tire day,)  and  forced  them  to  abandon,  in  great 
confusion,  their  strong  and  well-selected  position, 
to  take  shelter  in  the  wilderness  and  retreat  to- 
wards the  river. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  brigade  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  thirty-three  officers  and 
two  hundred  and  seventy  enlisted  men.  Could 
aught  repay  us  for  the  noble  spirits  who  have 
fallen,  we  would  find  consolation  in  the  glorious 
victory  achieved ;  but  our  little  brigade,  and  the 
entire  corps,  will  long  miss  and  mourn  the  loss  of 
the  experienced  and  gallant  dead.  With  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  bearing  and  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  were  unexceptionable. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BROCKENBROUGH, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT   OF  COLONEL  BALDWIN. 
ORDNANCE  OFFICE,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  ) 

,  May  20,  1803.      \ 

Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Chilian,  Adjutant  and 

Inspector-  General,  A.  N.  V. : 

•SiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following 
as  the  principal  captures  in  the  recent  engage- 
ments near  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville : 

Artillery.  —  Five  twelve-pounder  Napoleons  ; 
seven  three-inch  rifles ;  one  ten-pounder  Parrott ; 
nine  caissons ;  four  rear  parts  of  caissons  ;  three 
battery  wagons ;  two  forges ;  fifteen  hundred 
rounds  artillery  ammunition ;  a  large  lot  of  artil- 
lery harness,  a  large  lot  of  wheels,  axles,  ammu- 
nition, chests,  &c. 

Infantry.  —  Twenty-nine  thousand  five  hundred 
collected,  ten  thousand  admitted  dropped  by  our 
men,  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  captured ; 
nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  muskets  and 
rifles ;  eight  thousand  cartridge  boxes  ;  four  thou- 
sand cap  pouches ;  eleven  thousand  five  hundred 
knapsacks ;  three  hundred  thousand  rounds  in- 
fantry ammunition. 

I  have  carefully  confined  myself  to  what  has 
been  reported  as  collected  and  counted.  This,  of 
course,  is  considerably  less  than  the  amount  ac- 
tually captured,  as  a  number  of  unarmed  men  sup- 
plied themselves  with  arms,  accoutrements,  &c., 
and  the  army,  generally,  helped  themselves  from 
the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  enemy.  Also  every  day 
small  lots  of  muskets  and  rifles  are  brought  in ; 
and,  without  doubt,  quite  a  number  of  arms,  &c., 
are  retained  in  regimental  ordnance  wagons,  for 
further  contingencies,  and  not  reported.  A  large 
quantity  of  lead  has  been  and  is  now  being  col- 
lected from  the  battle-fields.  Respectfully  sub- 
mitted, BRISCOE  G.  BALDWIN, 
LieutenanfcColonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance,  A.  N.  V. 


List  of  Casualties  in  the  Battle  of  Chancellor  sville,  May  2d  and  3d,  1863. 


COMMAND. 

BRIGADE. 

DIVISION. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

TOTAL. 

Lieut.-Gen.  Thos.  J.  Jackson,  . 

l 

l 

Captain  J.  K.  Bo  swell,  engineer 
department,    

l 

i 

l 

i 

2 

2 

Fifth  Louisiana     

Hays's,  

Early's 

9 

44 

53 

16 

05 

81 

u 

« 

5 

75 

80 

Eighth  Louisiana     

u 

<c 

12 

71 

83 

« 

(C 

21 

51 

72 

Captain  J.  Mitchell,  A.  A.  G., 

1 

1 

Early's,     

3 

27 

30 

Twenty-sixth  Georgia,  .... 

c 

3 
3 

21 
20 

24 
23 

Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  .... 
Sixtieth  Georgia,  ....... 

c 
c 

« 
ii 

2 

5 

18 
30 

20 
35 

1 

ti 

28 

2S 

1 

Hoke's,  

Early's                   .  . 

8 

21 

29 

Twenty-first  North  Carolina,  . 
Twenty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina, 

u 

« 

15 
1 

9 

63 
38 
61 

11 

78 
41 
70 
11 

Smith's           .... 

u 

g 

31 

36 

Forty  -ninth  Virginia 

< 

(( 

10 

10 

Fifty-second  Virginia,    .... 
Fifty-eighth  Virginia,    .... 
Major-Geuei-al  A.  P.  Hill,    .  . 
Captain  Forbes 

c 

(( 

(i 

A   P*  Hill's  

4 

2 

1* 

8 
26 
1 

12 
28 
1 
1 

« 

1 

1 

2 
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List  of  Casualties  —  continued. 


COMMAND. 

BRIGADE. 

DIVISION. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

TOTAL. 

Brigadier-General  H.  Heth,  .  . 
Fortjr-seveuth  Virginia,    .  .  . 
Fifty  fifth  Virginia,  

H.'Hethj  '.  '.  '.  '.'.'.'. 

it 
it 

A.  P.  Hill's,    .... 

it 
ti 
it 

*4* 
20 
6 
14 

i 
48 
90 
23 
73 
1 
1 
80 
92 
2 
60 
87 
67 
27 
29 
33 
127 
96 
77 
105 
193 
50 
45 
28 
30 
127 
2 
3 
101 
53 
89 
83 
141 

1 

52 
110 
29 
87 
1 
1 
92 
111 
2 
66 
96 
75 
33 
33 
36 
164 
126 
89 
133 
227 
58 
56 
35 
33 
140 
3 
3 
124 
62 
108 
117 
179 
1 
66 
163 
120 
71 
66 
1 
35 
105 
66 
64 
42 
1 
44 
135 
71 
103 
118 
150 
91 
98 
154 
149 
138 
41 
4 
41 
33 
33 
150 
57 
85 
111 
123 
155 
131 
214 
41 
107 
77 
145 
32 
18 
28 
32 
39 
4 
47 
32 
28 
50 

Twenty-second  Va.  battalion,  . 
Fortieth  Virginia     

Brigadier-General  McGowan,  . 
Captain  Haskell,  A.  A.  G.,  .  . 

McGowan    

A.  P.  Hill's     , 

1C 
(C 

<( 

(C 

c: 

tt 

it 
11 
it 
n 
ti 
it 
it 
it 
n 
n 

n 
it 

ti 
ti 
it 

12 
19 

Orr's  Rifles                      • 

Twelfth  South  Carolina,    .  .  . 
Thirteenth  South  Carolina,  .  . 
Fourteenth  South  Carolina,  .  . 

6 
9 
8 
6 
4 
3 
37 
30 
12 
28 
34 
8 
11 
7 
3 
13 
I 

it 

cc 

Forty-fifth  Georgia,    

Seventeenth  North  Carolina,  . 
Eighteenth  North  Carolina,    . 
Twenty-eighth  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-third  North  Carolina,  . 
Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina, 

(1 

(C 

tt 
tl 

Seventh  Tennessee      

It 
it 
11 
tl 

Fifth  Alabama  battalion,  .  .  . 
Thirteenth  Alabama,  

Trimble's,    

Tenth  Virginia,     

Colston's,    

(4 

« 

;c 

ii 
it 
it 
it 
it 

23 
9 
19 
34 

38 
1 

8 
14 
7 
9 
10 

Twenty-third  Virginia,  .... 
Thirty-seventh  Virginia,  .  .  . 
First  North  Carolina  

Third  North  Carolina,    .... 
Brigadier-Gen.  E.  F.  Paxton,  . 

E.  F.  Paxton's,  .... 

(i 

<< 

Trimble's,    

58 
149 
113 
62 
56 
1 
27 
90 
51 
60 
37 
1 
40 
120 
58 
91 
110 
124 
77 
85 
130 
125 
121 
39 
4 
39 
31 
31 
121 
46 
72 
100 
98 
110 
116 
167 
37 
95 
64 
113 
27 
17 
23 
28 
34 
3 
36 
29 
22 
45 

Fourth  Virginia    

it 
tt 

Fifth  Virginia    .          ...      . 

Twenty-seventh  Virginia,     .  . 
Thirty-third  Virginia,    .... 
Brigadier-Gen.  F.  T.  Nicholls, 

F.  T.  Nicholls's  .... 

n 
tt 

it 

Trimble's     

8 
15 
15 
4 
5. 

ti 
it 
it 
it 
n  ' 
u 
H 
ti 
it 

Fourteenth  Louisiana,    .... 

Twenty-first  Virginia,    .... 

4 
15 
18 
12 
8 
26 
14 
13 
24 
24 
17 
2 

Forty-second  Virginia,  .... 
Forty-fourth  Virginia     .... 
Forty-eighth  Virginia,    .... 

It 

tt 

Artillery  corps,  2d  army  corps, 
Twelfth  Alabama     

Rodes's,    

H 

(C 
(C 

tl 

D.  H.  Hill's,   .... 
ti 

tt 
it 
it 
ti 
it 
ti 
ti 
(i 
n 
11 
it 
t 

it 
it 
u 
ti 
Anderson's,    .... 

cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
II 

Twenty-sixth  Alabama,    .  .  . 

Twenty-third  Georgia,  .... 
Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  .  .  . 
Twenty-eighth  Georgia,    .  .  . 

It 
tt 
It 
tl 

2 
2 
2 

29 
11 
13 
11 
25 
45 
15 
47 
4 
12 
13 
32 
5 
1 
5 
4 
5 
1 
11 
3 
6 
5 

Twelfth  Georgia,  

It 
It 

Twenty-first  Georgia,    .... 
Forty-fourth  Georgia,    .... 
Thirtieth  North  Carolina,     .  . 
Fourth  North  Carolina,     .  .  . 
Fourteenth  North  Carolina,    . 
Second  North  Carolina,     .  .  . 
Fifth  North  Carolina,     .... 
Twelfth  North  Carolina,  .  .  . 
Twentieth  North  Carolina,  .  . 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina, 
Twelfth  Virginia,     

It 
tl 
11 

tl 

It 
tl 
It 
11 

Sixty-first  Virginia,    .  .       . 

Sixth  Viro-inia*  

Eighth  Florida 

It 

Wilcox's,  .  .  

Fifth  Florida 

Eighth  Alabama,  
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List  of  Casualties  —  continued. 


COMMAND. 

BRIGADE. 

DIVISION. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

TOTAL. 

Ninth  Alabama     . 

Wilcox's  

21 
12 
10 
7 

90 
61 
72 
116 
5 
59 
33 
40 
44 
26 
70 
111 
41 
178 
73 
139 
110 
77 
72 
73 
115 
135 
19 

ill 

73 

82 
123 
5 

76 
36 
46 
54 
28 
75 
122 
48 
209 
90 

lew 

128 
97 
86 
87 
133 
157 
22 
1 
54 
14 
11 
9 
12 
50 
SO 
68 
28 
149 
128 
120 
170 
16 
12 
40 
11 

Cl 
M 
M 

(C 

ft 

«( 

cc 
cc 
«( 
fl 

« 

M 

(( 

A.  P.  Hill's,    .... 

M 
it 

Eleventh  Alabama,  

Sixteenth  Mississippi,    .... 
Twelfth  Mississippi,   
Nineteenth  Mississippi,     .  .  . 
Forty-eighth  Mississippi,  .  .  . 
Second  Georgia  Battalion,    .  . 
Twenty-second  Georgia,    .  .  . 

17 
3 

6 
10 
2 
5 
11 
7 
31 
17 
30 
18 
20 
14 
14 
18 
22 
3 
1 
.  9 

(c 
« 

Wright's,  

Cl 

Fender's,  

si 

« 

«c 

Forty-eighth  Georgia,    .... 
Thirteenth  North  Carolina,  .  . 
Sixteenth  North  Carolina,    .  . 
Twenty-second  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina, 
Thirty  -eighth  North  Carolina, 
Eighteenth  Georgia,    
Twenty-fourth  Georgia,    .  .  . 

CC 

« 
« 
« 
(« 

U 

cc 
(4 

cc 

M 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(1 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
If 
cc 

Phillips'  Le°ion,  

Field  and  Staff 

Fifteenth  South  Carolina, 
Seventh  South  Carolina, 
Second  South  Carolina,  . 
James's  Battalion     ... 

45 
14 
11 
8 
11     . 
43 
70 
43 
25 
119 
105 
105 
153 
12 
8 
35 
7 

M 

CC 

«( 

1 
1 
7 
10 
25 
3 
30 
23 
15 
17 
4    ' 
4 
5 
4 

Third  South  Carolina,     . 
Thirteenth  Mississippi,  . 
Seventeenth  Mississippi, 
Eighteenth  Mississippi, 
Twenty-first  Mississippi, 
Fifty-first  Georgia  .  .      .  . 

(C 

Semmes's,    ...... 

Tenth  Georgia 

<( 

M 

Fifty-third  Georgia,    

Fiftieth  Georgia 

• 

Stuart's,  

Total,    

1,581 

8,700 

10,281 

Doc.  32. 

BATTLE  OF  KELLEYSYTLLE. 
EEPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  STUART. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ) 
ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VA.,  March  25, 1863.     \ 

Brigadier- General  B.  H.  Ckilton,  A.  A.  and  I. 
G.f  Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here- 
with the  very  graphic  report  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  the  battle  of  Kelleysville, 
March  seventeenth,  between  his  brigade  and  a 
division  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  There  is  little 
to  be  said  in  addition.  The  dispositions  made 
for  meeting  this  anticipated  raid  were  sufficient 
to  have  prevented  or  very  much  retarded  the 
crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  at  Kelleysville. 
The  report  shows  wherein  these  dispositions  failed 
of  their  object.  The  brigade,  however,  under  its 
noble  chief,  so  redeemed  the  day  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  the  most  extraordinary  heroism,  that  we 
are  half  disposed  to  lose  sight  of  the  picket  failure 
in  the  outset. 

Being   charged    by  the   commanding  General 
specially  with  the  preparations  to  meet  Stoneman, 


I  was  present  on  the  occasion,  because  of  the  re- 
sponsibility which  would  necessarily  attach  to  me 
for  what  was  done  ;  but,  having  approved  of  Gen- 
eral Fitzhugh  Lee's  plans,  I  determined  not  to 
interfere  with  his  command  of  the  brigade  as  long 
as  it  was  commanded  entirely  to  my  satisfaction, 
and  I  took  special  pride  in  witnessing  its  gallant 
conduct  under  its  accomplished  leader.  The  de- 
feat was  decided,  and  the  enemy,  broken  and 
demoralized,  retired,  under  cover  of  darkness,  to 
his  place  of  refuge  —  the  main  army  —  having 
abandoned  in  defeat  an  expedition  commenced 
with  boasting  and  vainglorious  demonstration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  congratu- 
latory orders  from  division  and  brigade  headquar- 
ters, and  an  order  announcing  to  the  division  the 
death  of  the  lamented  and  noble  Pelharn.  I  was 
especially  indebted  to  him  for  his  usual  gallant 
c.  'vices,  and  to  Captain  Harry  Gilmer,  Twelfth 
\i.  inia  cavalry,  who  accompanied  me  as  volun- 
teer staff.  Major  Louis  F.  Terrill,  the  court-mar- 
tial to  which  he  belonged  having  taken  recess, 
buckled  on  his  sword  with  very  commendable 
zeal,  and  came  to  the  field,  where  he  acquitted 
himself  with  credit,  both  as  an  artillerist  and  as 
staff  officer.  I  cordially  concur  with  the  Briga- 
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dier-General  commanding  in  the  high  praise  be- 
stowed by  him  on 'Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  Fifth 
Virginia  cavalry,  who,  though  severely  wounded  at 
two  P.  M.,  remained  in  command  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment  till  the  day  was  won,  and  night  put 
an  end  to  further  operations ;  on  Colonel  James 
H.  Drake,  First  Virginia  cavalry,  who  led  his  regi- 
ment in  a  brilliant  charge  upon  the  enemy's  flank, 
routing  and  pursuing  him  to  his  stronghold  ;  on 
the  lamented  Puller  and  his  comrades  fallen ;  on 
Lieutenant  Hill  Carter,  Third  Virginia  cavalry, 
and  Peter  Fontaine,  Fourth  Virginia  cavalry, 
whose  individual  prowess  attracted  my  personal 
attention  and  remark,  the  latter  receiving  a  severe 
wound  ;  on  the  very  efficient  staff  of  General  Lee, 
enumerated  in  his  report,  and  the  many  others  to 
whom  the  seventeenth  of  March  will  ever  be  the 
proudest  of  days. 

Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee  exhibited  in  the 
operations  antecedent  to.  and  consequent  upon 
the  enemy's  crossing  the  sagacity  of  a  successful 
General,  and,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, we  are  indebted  to  his  prompt  and  vigorous 
action,  and  the  determined  bravery  of  his  men, 
for  this  signal  victory,  which,  when  the  odds  are 
considered,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  the  war,  General  Lee's  command  in 
action  being  less  than  eight  hundred. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART. 

Major-General,  commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ) 
ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VA.,  March  20, 1863.     j 

General  Orders,  No.  9. 

The  Major-General  commanding  approaches 
with  reluctance  the  painful  duty  of  announcing  to 
the  division  its  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of 
Major  John  Pelham,  commanding  the  horse  artil- 
lery. He  fell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  battle  of 
Kelleysville,  March  seventeenth,  with  the  battle- 
cry  on  his  lips,  and  the  light  of  victory  beaming 
from  his  eye. 

To  you,  his  comrades,  it  is  needless  to  dwell 
upon  what  you  have  so  often  witnessed  —  his 
prowess  in  action,  already  proverbial.  You  well 
know,  though  young  in  years,  a  mere  stripling  in 
appearance,  remarkable  for  his  genuine  modesty 
cf  deportment,  he  yet  disclosed  on  the  battle-field 
the  conduct  of  a  veteran,  and  displayed  in  his 
handsome  person  the  most  imperturbable  coolness 
in  danger.  His  eye  had  glanced  on  every  battle- 
field of  this  army,  from  the  first  Manassas  to  the 
moment  of  his  death,  and  he  was,  with  a  single 
exception,  a  brilliant  actor  in  all.  The  memory 
of  the  gallant  Pelham,  his  many  manly  virtues, 
his  noble  nature  and  purity  of  character,  is  en- 
shrined as  a  sacred  legacy  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
knew  him.  His  record  has  been  bright  and  spot- 
less, his  career  brilliant  and  successful.  He  fell 
the  noblest  of  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  his  coun- 
try, to  whose  glorious  service  he  had  devoted  his 
life  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  In  token  of 
respect  for  his  cherished  memory  the  horse  artil- 
lery and  division  staff  will  wear  the  military  badge 
of  mourning  for  thirty  days,  and  the  senior  officer 
of  the  staff,  Major  Von  Borck,  will  place  his  re- 


mains in  the  possession  of  his  bereaved  family,  to 
whom  is  tendered,  in  behalf  of  the  division,  the 
assurance  of  the  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  deep 
tribulation.     In  mourning  his  departure  from  his 
accustomed  post  of  honor  on  the  field,  let  us  strive 
to  imitate  his  virtues,  and  trust  that  what  is  loss 
to  us  may  be  more  than  gain  to  him. 
By  command  of  Maj.-Gen.  J.  E.  B.  STUART. 
R.  CHANNING  PRICE, 

Major,  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

REPORT    OF   BRIGADIER-GENERAL    FITZ   LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  LEE'S  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  J 
March  23,  1863.     j 

General  E.  H.  Chilian,  A.  A.  G.  and  A.  L  G., 

A.  N.  V. : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  an  encounter  on  the  seventeenth  instant, 
between  my  brigade  and  a  division  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  certainly  not  less  than  three  thousand 
mounted  men,  with  a  battery  of  artillery : 

My  first  intimation  of  their  approach  was  in  a 
telegram  received  at  eleven  A.  M.,  on  the  sixteenth, 
from  headquarters  Army  Northern  Virginia.  At 
six  P.  M.  scouts  reported  them  at  Morrisville,  a 
little  place  six  miles  from  Kelley's  Ford.  At  one 
A.  M.,  another  report  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  encamped  at  that  place,  coming  from  three 
different  directions.  I  that  night  reenforced  my 
picket  of  twenty  sharpshooters  by  forty  more.  I 
regret  to  say  that  only  about  eleven  or  twelve  of 
them  got  into  the  rifle-pits  in  time  for  the  attack 
of  the  enemy,  (owing  to  an  unnecessary  delay  in 
carrying  their  horses  to  the  rear,)  which  com- 
menced about  five  A.  M. 

The  force  in  the  pits  under  Captain  James 
Breckinridge,  of  the  Second,  behaved  very  gal- 
lantly, holding  in  check  a  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
mounted  and  dismounted,  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
killing  and  wounding  thirty  or  forty  of  them.  I 
also  ordered  the  remaining  sharpshooters  of  the 
brigade  under  that  very  efficient  officer,  Major 
Morgan,  First  Virginia,  to  move  from  their  camps 
by  daybreak,  to  a  point  on  the  railroad,  where  the 
road  turns  to  Kelley's,  half  a  mile  from  the  rail- 
road bridge,  and  three  and  a  half  from  Kelley's ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  command  was  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice.  At 
that  time  a  force  was  reported  to  be  at  Bealeton, 
supposed  to  be  their  advance  guard,  and  it  was 
uncertain  whether  they  would  attempt  to  cross  at 
Kelley's,  the  railroad  bridge,  or  move  on  towards 
Warrenton. 

The  report  that  the  enemy's  attack  was  made  at 
Kelley's  never  reached  me ;  and  the  first  intima- 
tion I  received  from  that  point  was  at  half  past 
seven  A.  M.,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  crossing,  capturing  twenty-five  of  my  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  unable  to  reach  their  horses. 
I  moved  my  command  at  once  down  the  railroad, 
taking  up  a  position  to  await  their  approach, 
ordering  my  baggage  wagons  and  disabled  horses 
to  the  rear,  towards  Rapidan  station.  Some  time 
elapsing,  and  they  not  advancing,  I  determined 
to  move  upon  them,  and  marched  immediately 
for  Kelley's.  First  met  the  enemy  half  a  mile 
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this  side  of  the  ford,  and  at  once  charged  them. 
Their  position  was  a  very  strong  one,  sheltered 
by  woods,  and  a  long,  high  stone  fence,  running 
at  right  angles  to  my  advance.  My  men,  un- 
able to  cross  the  fence  and  ditch  in  their  front 
wheeled  about,  delivering  their  fire  almost  in  the 
faces  of  the  enemy,  and  re-formed  again,  facing 
about,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  artillery  and 
small  arms.  The  Third,  in  this  charge,  was  in 
front,  and  First  Lieutenant  Hill  Carter  was  very 
conspicuous  in  his  behavior. 

From  that  time  it  was  a  succession  of  gallant 
charges  by  the  various  regiments,  and  once  by 
the  whole 'brigade  in  line,  whenever  the  enemy 
would  show  his  mounted  men,  (they  invariably 
falling  back  upon  his  artillery,)  and  sheltered, 
dismounted  skirmishers.  Their  total  advance 
was  two  miles  from  the  ford.  At  that  time  my 
artillery  arrived,  and  they  were  driven  back,  re- 
crossing  the  river  about  half  past  seven,  with  us 
in  close  pursuit. 

My  whole  command  acted  nobly.  Sabres  were 
frequently  crossed,  and  fences  charged  up  to ;  the 
leading  men  dismounting  and  pulling  them  down, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  canister,  grape,  and  carbine 
balls.  Had  I  my  command  in  the  order  it  arrived 
section  of  country,  and  not 
absence  of  four  squadrons 


in  this  enervating 
weakened    by   the 


on  picket,  guarding  a  line  stretching  from  Grif- 
finsburg  on  the  Sperryville  turnpike  to  Richard's 
Ford,  and  by  the  large  number  of  horses  unfit  for 
duty  by  exposure  to  the  severe  winter,  with  a  very 
limited  supply  of  forage,  I  feel  confident  the  de- 
feat of  the  enemy  would  have  been  changed  into 
a  disorderly  rout,  and  the  whole  brigade  resup- 
plied  with  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles. 

Commanding  officers  of  the  detachments  from 
the  various  regiments  engaged  mention,  in  their 
reports,  as  deserving  special  attention :  In  the 
Fifth,  private  Wm.  J.  Haynes,  company  F,  badly 
wounded ;  private  A.  R.  Harwood,  .company  E ; 
private  Henry  Wooding,  company  C,  especially 
commended,  seized  the  colors  when  the  horse  of 
the  color-bearer  was  shot,  and  carried  them 
bravely  through  the  fight;  Sergeants  Morecock 
and  Ratcliffe,  and  private  George  James,  com- 

Smy  H.  In  the  Fourth,  Captains  Newton  and 
Id,  Lieutenant  Hobson  and  Adjutant  Fontaine, 
seriously  wounded.  Sergeant  Kimborough,  of 
company  G,  deserves  particular  notice  :  wounded 
early  in  the  day,  he  refused  to  leave  the  field. 
In  the  last  charge,  he  was  the  first  to  spring  to 
the  ground  to  open  the  fence ;  then  dashing  on 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  he  was  twice  sabred 
over  the  head,  his  arm  shattered  by  a  bullet,  cap- 
tured and  carried  over  the  river,  when  he  escaped 
and  walked  back,  twelve  miles,  to  his  camp. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Payne,  commanding,  also 
mentions  privates  Joseph  Gilman,  J.  R.  Oilman, 
Poindexter,  Redd,  Sydnor,  Terry,  and  N.  Pridcly. 


retiring,  received  a  third  and  still  more  severe 
wound,  and  was  unable  to  leave  the  field.'  Adju- 
tant H.  B.  McClellan  is  also  particularly  com- 
mended for  his  gallantry.  Acting  Sergeant- 
Major,  E.  W.  Price,  company  K,  private  Keech, 
company  I,  and  bugler-drilling  Sergeant  Betts, 
of  company  C  ;  privates  Young,  company  B, 
Fowler,  company  G,  and  Wilkins,  company  C, 
died  as  became  brave  men,  in  the  front  of  the 
charge,  at  the  head  of  the  column. 

In  the  Second,  the  commanding  officer  reports, 
where  so  many  behaved  themselves  with  so  much 
gallantry  he  does  not  like  to  discriminate. 

In  the  First,  Captain  Jordan,  company  C,  and 
Lieutenant  Cecil,  company  K,  specially  commend- 
ed for  reckless  daring,  without  a  parallel.  As 
coming  under  my  own  observation,  I  particularly 
noticed  Colonel  T.  L.  Rosser,  of  the  Fifth,  and 
his  habitual  coolness  and  daring,  charging  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment.  Colonel  James  Drake,  of 
the  First,  always  ready  at  the  right  time  and  place. 
Colo-nel  T.  H.  Owen,  of  the  Third,  begging  to  be 
allowed  to  charge  again  and  again.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  W.  H.  Payne,  of  the  Fourth,  unmindful 
of  his  former  dreadful  wound,  using  his  sabre 
with  effect  in  hand-to-hand  conflict,  and  the  im- 
perturbable, self-possessed  Major  Breckinridge, 
of  the  Second,  whose  boldness  led  him  so  far  that 
he  was  captured,  his  horse  being  shot.  Colonel 
T.  L.  Manford,  of  the  Second,  I  regret  to  say, 
was  president  of  a  court  martial  in  Culpeper 
Court-House,  and  did  not  know  of  the  action  in 
time  to  join  his  command  until  the  fight  was 
nearly  over.  I  also  recommend  for  their  be- 
havior, Captain  Tebbs,  of  the  Second,  and  Captain 
Litchfield  and  Lieutenant  Dorsey,  of  the  First; 
also  Major  W.  D.  Morgan,  of  the  First. 

My  personal  staff,  Major  Mason,  Captains 
Fergusson  and  Bowling,  Dr.  J.  B.  Fontaine,  and 
Lieutenants  Lee,  Ryals,  and  Minnegerode,  ren- 
dered great  service  by  their  accurate  and  a  quick 
transmission  of  orders,  and  by  their  conduct 
under  fire.  Surgeon  Fontaine's  horse  was  killed 
under  him,  and  my  own  horse  was  also  shot; 
but,  through  the  generosity  of  private  John  H. 
Owings,  company  K,  First  Virginia  cavalry,  at 
tached  to  my  headquarters,  was  quickly  replaced 
by  his. 

The  conduct  of  couriers  Owings,  Lee,  Nightin- 
gale, and  Henry  Shackelferd,  deserves  the  highest 
praise.  The  enemy's  loss  was  heavy.  Besides 
leaving  a  number  of  his  dead  and  wounded  on 
the  field,  he  carried  off  a  large  number  on  horses 
and  in  ambulances.  We  captured  twenty-nine 
prisoners  —  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  twenty- 
six  privates.  My  own  loss  was  eleven  killed, 
eighty-eight  wounded,  and  thirty-four  taken  pris- 
oners, making  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three.  In  horses,  seventy-one  killed,  eighty- 
seven  wounded,  twelve  captured,  making  an 


In  the  Third,  Captain  Collins,  company  H  ;  Lieu-  I  aggregate  loss  of  horses  one  hundred  and  seventy, 
tenants  Hill  Carter  and  John  Lamb,  of  company  j  Among  the  killed,  I  deeply  regret  to  report 
D  ;  Lieutenant  Stamper,  of  company  F ;  Lieuten-  Major  Puller,  of  the  Fifth,  and  Lieutenant  Harris, 
ant  R.  F.  Hubbard,  company  G  ;  and  first  Lieu-  of  the  Fourth.  Both  gallant  and  highly  efficient  of- 
tenant  Hall,  of  company  C,  was  twice  wounded,  ficers — a  heavy  loss  to  their  regiments  and  country, 
before  he  desisted  from  the  charge,  and  when  In  conclusion,  I  desire  especially  to  state  that 
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Major-General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  joined  me  before 
the  fight  commenced,  was  on  the  field  the  whole 
day,  assisted  immensely  by  his  sagacious  coun- 
sels, large  experience,  and  by  his  usual  daring  and 
conspicuous  example,  in  turning  the  fortunes  of 
the  day  in  our  favor.  We  share  with  him  the 
anguish  and  deep  grief  felt  at  the  loss  of  the 
noble  Pelham  of  his  staff — an  officer  of  the 
brightest  promises  for  the  future.  Major  Terrill, 
of  General  Stuart's  staff,  besides  being  active  on 


the  field,  assisted   the  gallant   Breathed  in   the 
management  of  the  artillery. 

Captain  Gilmer,  Twelfth  Virginia  cavalry,  a 
volunteer  for  the  occasion  on  the  Major-General's 
staff,  I  also  commend  for  his  marked  bravery  and 
cool  courage.  I  append  a  recapitulation  of  my 
loss.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ  LEE, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Recapitulation  of  the  Loss  of  Brigadier-General  Fitz  Lee's  Cavalry  Brigade  in  the  Engagement 

near  Kelleysville,  March  llth,  1864. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
W.  H.  F.  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  LEE'S  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  NEAR  ) 
CULPEPER  COURT-HOUSE,  April  17, 1863.     $ 

Major  R.  Channing  Price,  Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General, Division  Headquarters: 
MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor,  agreeably  to  instruc- 
tions from  division  headquarters,  to  forward  a  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  on  the  four- 
teenth and  fifteenth  instants.  During  the  night 
of  the  thirteenth,  I  received  information  from 
Lieutenant  Payne,  commanding  Black  Horse 
scout,  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  artillery  in 
heavy  force  were  moving  up  from  Fredericksburg 
in  the  direction  of  Kelley's  Ford.  I  immediately 
sent  Captain  Boiling,  company  G,  Ninth  Virginia 
cavalry,  with  his  company  of  sharpshooters,  to 
reenforce  the  picket  at  that  place.  He  arrived 
before  day,  and  placed  his  men  in  the  rifle-pits. 
About  day  he  reports  that,  with  a  regiment  dis- 
mounted as  sharpshooters  lining  the  banks,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  made  a  dash  at  the  ford.  They 
dashed  back  at  the  first  volley  from  our  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Boiling's  command  consisted 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  During  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  they  forced  their  way 
across  the  river  at  Rappahannock  Station,  the 
sharpshooters  posted  to  protect  the  bridge  giving 
way  and  leaving  the  rifle-pits  exposed  to  a  flank 
fire.  On  the  appearance  of  reinforcements,  they 
immediately  recrossed,  and  the  horse  artillery, 
superintended  by  Major  Beckham,  engaged  the 


enemy's  batteries.  Firing  was  kept  up  by  the 
artillery  and  sharpshooters  most  of  the  day.  On 
the  fifteenth  their  cavalry  forced  a  crossing  at 
Wellford's  Ford,  driving  the  few  pickets  off,  and 
made  a  dash  at  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  at  Bev- 
erly's Ford,  driving  him  away.  As  soon  as  the 
brigade  could  be  brought  forward,  I  proceeded  at 
once  to  Beverly's  Ford,  and,  with  Colonel  Cham- 
bliss's  Thirteenth  regiment  Virginia  cavalry,  drove 
their  rear  guard,  consisting  of  about  two  squad- 
rons, into  the  river,  drowning  a  number  of  them, 
capturing  fourteen  prisoners,  horses,  &c.  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  Colonel  Chambliss  and  his  com- 
mand. He  had  with  him  only  about  one  good 
squadron.  Lieutenant  Nash,  adjutant  of  Thirteenth 
regiment,  and  Pat  Freeman,  the  Colonel's  orderly, 
were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry.  The  regi- 
ment charged  through  a  creek,  the  water  up  to 
their  saddle  skirts.  Colonel  Beale  had  crossed 
with  the  head  of  his  regiment,  but  was  recalled. 
He  captured  one  Lieutenant  and  ten  privates  and 
horses.  Major  Beckham,  with  his  artillery,  ren- 
dered valuable  aid,  and  he  and  his  officers  deserve 
much  praise  for  the  remarkable  manner  in  which 
their  guns  were  served.  In  closing  this,  I  take. 
pleasure  in  making  special  mention  of  Captain 
Boiling.  His  conduct  on  this,  as  on  all  former 
occasions  in  battle,  was  marked  for  coolness  and 
gallantry.  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit 
reports  from  the  commandants  of  the  respective 
regiments  and  batteries.  Also  to  append  a  sum- 
mary of  the  casualties  and  captures  of  the  two 
days: 
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Private  missing,  supposed  to 

be  a  prisoner.                    « 

Thirteenth  Virginia     

1 
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Lieut.  Gary,  of  Thirteenth, 

4 

slightly  wounded. 

CAPTURES. 

One  Lieutenant  and  ten  privates  by  Ninth  Virginia  cavalry. 
Four  privates  by  Thirteenth  Virginia  cavalry. 
Sixteen  horses  and  equipments. 


Referring  to  the  horses  captured  from  my  com- 
mand, I  have  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  smallness 
of  my  force,  (two  regiments  being  detached,)  my 
picket  at  Wellford's  Ford  was  small  and  when  the 
enemy  dashed  upon  Colonel  Lewis  they  were  sep- 
arated some  distance  from  their  horses,  and  being 
partially  surprised,  they  had  to  make  their  escape 
without  their  horses,  as  they  were  in  great  danger 
of  themselves  being  captured.  It  is  needless  to 
state  that  the  Major-General  of  cavalry  was  on 
the  field  most  of  the  time,  and  that  his  presence 
gave  confidence  and  stability  to  the  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  F.  LEE, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

REPORT   OF  COLONEL  CHAMBLISS. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTEENTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  ) 

April  17,  1863.     ) 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  instructions,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  regiment 
with  the  enemy,  on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
instants.  On  the  fourteenth,  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  commanding  brigade,  my  regiment 
was  posted  at  Kelley's  Ford,  supporting  sharp- 
shooters in  the  rifle-pits  —  Lieutenant  Gary,  com- 
pany "D,"  having  been  previously  sent  to  the 
Rappahannock  bridge  with  twenty  sharpshooters, 
to  take  position  in  the  rifle-pits.  During  the  day, 
he  had  been  driven  out  of  his  position,  and  I 
called  upon  him  for  an  explanation.  He  stated 
that  the  block-house  was  occupied  by  a  few  men 
of  another  regiment,  posted  to  prevent  the  cross- 
ing of  the  bridge,  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
over  without  firing  a  shot,  and  thereby  exposed 
his  flank;  that  he  was  fired  into  from  that  direc- 
tion, while  a  body  of  the  enemy's  mounted  men 
were  attempting  to  cross  the  ford ;  these  he  gave 
a  volley  and  retired  on  account  of  what  has  just 
been  stated.  He  left  the  pits  with  his  men,  but 
soon,  however,  took  position  in  the  block-house, 
under  sharp  fire  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Gary 


was  wounded ;  no  other  casualties  occurred  during 
the  day.  On  the  fifteenth  I  received  orders,  and 
moved  with  my  command  towards  Wellford's 
Ford,  as  the  enemy  were  reported  to  have  crossed 
in  large  force.  Owing  to  heavy  details,  I  had 
only  forty  men  in  camp,  and  came  upon  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy  near  Beverly's  Ford, 
where  we  charged  them  and  drove  them  pell-mell 
into  the  river,  capturing  fourteen  prisoners  and 
drowning  several.  The  only  casualties  were  one 
man  wounded  and  one  missing.  All  the  men  and 
officers  behaved  well,  and  charged  under  heavy 
fire  through  a  rocky  and  swollen  stream.  It  is 
useless  to  say  more,  as  this  occurred  under  the 
immediate  eyes  of  the  General ;  but  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  mentioning  the  energy  and 
cool  bravery  displayed  by  my  Adjutant,  Lieuten- 
ant Nash,  on  the  occasion  above  alluded  to. 
I  am,  Captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  CHAMBLISS. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BEALE. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  ; 
April  11,  1803.      \ 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  F.  Lee: 

I  submit  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  com- 
mand in  the  skirmishing  on  the  Rappahannock 
on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  instants,  together 
with  casualties  and  captures.  On  the  fourteenth 
one  company,  under  command  of  Captain  Stith 
Boiling,  held  the  ford  at  Kelley's  Mills,  and  re- 
pulsed, with  some  loss  to  the  enemy,  an  attempt 
to  cross  with  a  force  of  two  or  more  regiments. 
Another  company,  under  immediate  command  of 
Captain  John  W.  Hungerford,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lewis,  held  the  ford  at  Beverly's  Mills. 
The  balance  were  engaged  in  watching  the  enemy 
at  Rappahannock  bridge,  and  reestablishing  the 
pickets  driven  out  in  the  morning.  On  the 
fifteenth,  the  enemy  having  crossed  in  large  force 
at  a  ford  above,  flanked  that  portion  of  the  com- 
mand under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  and  came 
down  upon  them  by  surprise.  The  coolness  and 
admirable  manoeuvring  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 


DOCUMENTS. 


317 


Lewis  and  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Beale,  in  command 
of  sharpshooters  dismounted,  alone  saved  this  lit- 
tle band.  By  boldly  charging  the  advance,  the 
dismounted  men  were  successfully  extricated  from 
a  position  of  great  danger.  The  whole  command 
in  the  evening  supported  Colonel  Chambliss  in  a 
charge  upon  the  retreating  foe.  We  captured  one 
First  Lieutenant  of  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  and  ten 
privates,  ten  horses,  ten  carbines,  and  seven  pistols. 
Our  casualties  were,  one  private,  company  A, 
killed,  one  private,  company  H,  missing,  supposed 
to  be  captured,  two  horses  killed  and  one  wounded, 
twelve  horses  captured.  The  conduct  of  officers 
and  men  merits  the  highest  commendation. 

R.  L.  T.  BEALE, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  W.   STRANGE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  NORTH  CAROLINA  CAVALRY,  ) 
NEAR  BRANDY  STATION,  April  16,- 1803.     \ 

General   W.  H.  F.  Lee,  commanding   Cavalry 

Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  during  the  operations  of  the 
brigade  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  my  command, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  mounted 
men,  was  held  as  a  protection  to  the  Whitworth 
gun,  stationed  on  the  road  about  a  mile  beyond 
Brandy  Station,  where  we  remained  without  any 
active  duty  until  relieved  by  your  order,  about 
nine  P.  M.,  and  returned  to  camp.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fifteenth  instant,  twenty  men,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  James  Baker,  company 
I),  were  detached,  and  sent  to  the  block-house  at 
Rappahannock  bridge,  to  protect  it,  and  I,  with  the 
rest  of  my  command,  were  held  as  a  protection 
to  two  guns  of  Captain  Moorman's  battery,  sta- 
tioned near  the  bridge.  These  dispositions  re- 
mained unchanged  until  about  two  p.  M.,  when  I 
received  orders  to  proceed,  in  company  with  Cap- 
tain Moorman's  guns,  to  Beverly  Ford,  and  there 
protect  them  in  their  operations  against  the 
enemy.  We  saw  no  active  duty  during  the  skir- 
mish, and  after  the  enemy  were  repulsed  returned 
with  the  brigade  to  our  present  camp.  During 
these  two  days  the  dismounted  men,  (143)  rank 
and  file,  that  had  been  distributed  at  the  different 
fords  as  sharpshooters,  had  several  encounters 
with  the  enemy ;  those  stationed  at  Wellford's 
Ford,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Lucky,  com- 
pany B,  were  driven  off,  and  privates  Robert  H. 
Sumrou,  company  B.  A.  D.  Clark,  company  I), 
J.  H.  Ray,  company  A,  John  Kelley,  company  A, 
were  captured.  These  were  the  only  casualties 
that  occurred  in  my  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  W.  STRANGE, 

Captain  Co.  D,  commanding  Regiment. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MOORMAN. 

HEADQUARTERS  MOORMAN'S  BATTERY,  i 
April  10,  1803.      J 

Brigadier  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee : 

Pursuant  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  bat- 
tery during  the  engagement  of  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth : 


Upon  the  fourteenth,  my  battery  moved  from 
camp,  near  brigade  headquarters,  following  the 
Ninth  cavalry.  Upon  reaching  a  high  hill,  some 
mile  and  a  half  below  Brandy  Station,  I  was  or- 
dered, by  Major  Beckham,  to  send  one  piece 
(rifled)  forward  to  Kelley's  Ford,  where,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Shoemaker,  it  fired 
repeatedly  upon  the  enemy,  (across  the  river,) 
with  what  effect  not  ascertained.  The  remainder 
of  my  battery  (two  guns)  I  moved,  by  order  of 
General  Stuart,  to  Rappahannock  bridge,  and 
there  opened  upon,  dispersing  different  squads  of 
the  enemy.  During  the  afternoon  a  section  of 
the  enemy's  guns  were  put  in  position  behind 
earthworks,  and  engaged  my  guns  for  probably 
forty  minutes,  and  then  retired.  I  am  happy  to 
report  no  casualties  during  the  day. 

On  the  fifteenth,  my  battery  was  again  called 
out  and  held  in  position  near  the  old  church, 
upon  the  road  (I  believe)  to  Beverly  Ford.  From 
there  it  returned  to  camp,  not  being  called  upon. 

Respectfully  submitted,       M.  N.  MOORMAN, 
Captain,  commanding  Battery  Light  Horse  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  FORD. 

CAMP  NEAR  CULPEPER  COURT-HOUSE,  ) 
April  16,  1863.     \ 

Captain  W.  S.  Eobins,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  was  ordered,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  to  move  a  section  of  my  battery 
near  Rappahannock  bridge,  —  Lieutenant  Brown's 
section,  —  consisting  of  a  Napoleon  and  a  Blakely 
rifled  gun.  We  took  position  with  the  Blakely 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river, 
and  shelled  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  who  had 
occupied  the  hills  opposite.  After  dispersing 
them,  I  moved  the  section  on  the  hill  immediately 
overlooking  the  river,  and  there  exchanged  shots, 
for  rtbout  half  an  an  hour,  with  a  section  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which  was  well  protected  by  a 
redoubt.  We  sustained  no  injury.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  we  punished  our  opponent  or  not. 
The  redoubt  was  struck  repeatedly. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day,  (fifteenth,) 
I  was  ordered  hurriedly  to  Wellford's  Ford,  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  rain ;  arrived  there  ;  sharp- 
shooters were  again  dispersed. 

We  returned  to  camp  this  morning,  having  ex- 
pended about  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  having  no  casualty  to  report.      Lieu- 
!  tenant  Burrows  was  with  us  also. 

Officers  and  men  behaved  well ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  rain  was  calculated  to  produce  dis- 
content, nothing  of  the'  kind  was  manifested. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  FORD. 

Doc.  33. 

GENERAL  GARFIELD'S  LETTER  TO  GEN- 
ERAL ROSECRANS. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  CUMBERLAND,  ) 
MURFBEBSBORO',  June  12,  1863.      J 

GENERAL:  In  your  confidential  letter  of  the 
|  eighth  instant  to  the  Corps  and  Division  Com- 
I  manders  and  Generals  of  cavalry  of  this  army, 
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there  were  substantially  five  questions  propounded 
for  their  consideration  and  answer,  viz. :  — 

1.  Has  the  enemy  in  our  front  been  materially 
weakened  by  detachments   to  Johnson  or   else- 
where ? 

2.  Can  this  army  advance  on  him  at  this  time 
with  reasonable  chances  of  fighting  a  great  and 
successful  battle  ? 

3.  Do  you  think  an  advance  of  our  army  at 
present  likely   to  prevent   additional   reenforce- 
ments  being  sent  against  General  Grant  by  the 
enemy  in  our  front  ? 

4.  Do  you  think   an  immediate    advance   of 
this  army  advisable  ? 

5.  Do  you  think  an  early  advance  advisable  ? 
Many  of  these  answers  are  not  categorical,  and 

cannot  be  clearly  set  down  either  as  affirmative 
or  negative ;  especially  in  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion there  is  much  indefiniteness,  resulting  from 
the  difference  of  judgment  as  to  how  great  a  de- 
tachment could  be  considered  a  "  material  reduc- 
tion "  of  Bragg's  strength.  For  example,  one 
officer  thinks  it  has  been  reduced  ten  thousand, 
but  not  "  materially  weakened." 

The  answers  to  the  second  question  are  modi- 
fied in  some  instances  by  the  opinion  that  the 
rebels  will  fall  back  behind  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  thus  no  battle  can  be  fought,  either  success- 
ful or  unsuccessful. 

So  far  as  these  opinions  can  be  stated  in 
tabular  form,  they  will  stand  thus  :  — 

Answer  to  first  question,  6  "Yes."  11  "No." 

"        second    "  2  "Yes."  11  "No." 

"        third       "  4  "Yes."  10  "No." 

"        fourth     "  0  "Yes."  15  "No." 

fifth         «  0  "Yes."  2  "No." 

On  the  fifth  question,  three  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  this  army  ought  to  advance  as  soon 
as  Vicksburg  falls,  should  that  event  happen. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  reasons 
assigned  why  we  should  not,  at  this  time,  advance 
upon  the  enemy  :  — 

1.  With  Hooker's  army  defeated,  and  Grant's 
bending  all  its  energies  in  a  yet  undecided  strug- 
gle, it  is  bad  policy  to  risk  our  only  reserve  army 
to    the   chances    of    a   general   engagement.     A 
failure  here  would  have  most  disastrous  effects 
on  our  lines  of  communication,  and  on  politics 
in  the*  loyal  states. 

2.  We  should  be  compelled  to  fight  the  enemy 
on  his  own  ground,  or  follow  him  in  a  fruitless 
stern  chase,  or,  if  we  attempted  to  outflank  him 
and  turn  his  position,  we  should  expose  our  line 
of  communication,    and  run   the   risk    of  being 
pushed  back  into  a  rough  country,  well  known  to 
the  enemy  and  little  known  to  ourselves. 

3.  In  case  the  enemy  should  fall  back  without 
accepting  battle,  he  could  make  our  advance  very 
slow,    and,    with    a    comparatively    small    force 
posted  in  the  gaps  of  the  mountains,  could  hold 
us  back  while  he  crossed  the  Tennessee  River, 
where  he  would  be  measurably  secure  and  free  to 
send  reenforcements  to  Johnson.     His  forces  in 
East  Tennessee  could   seriously  harass  our   left 
flank  and  constantly  disturb  our  communications. 


4.  The  withdrawal  of  Burnside's  Ninth  army 
corps  deprives   us  of  an  important  reserve  and 
flank  protection,  thus  increasing  the  difficulty  of 
an  advance. 

5.  General  Hurlburt  has  sent  the  most  of  his 
forces  away  to  General  Grant,  thus  leaving  West 
Tennessee  uncovered,  and  laying  our ,  right  flank 
and  rear  open  to  raids  of  the  enemy. 

The  following  incidental  opinions  are  ex- 
pressed :  — 

1.  One    officer    thinks    it    probable    that   the 
enemy  has  been  strengthened  rather  than  weak- 
ened, and  that  he  would  have  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  victory  in  a  general  battle. 

2.  One  officer  believes  the  result  of  a  general 
battle  would  be  doubtful,  a  victory  barren,  and  a 
defeat  most  disastrous. 

3.  Three    officers    believe     that    an    advance 
would  bring  on  a.  general  engagement.     Three 
believe  it  would  not. 

4.  Two   officers   express   the  opinion  that  the 
chances  of  success  in  a  general  battle  are  nearly 
equal. 

5.  One   officer   expresses  the  belief  that  our 
army   has   reached  its  '  maximum    strength   and 
efficiency,  and  that  inactivity  will  seriously  impair 
its  effectiveness. 

6.  Two   officers    say  that  an  increase   of  our 
cavalry,  by  about  six  thousand  men,  would  ma- 
terially change  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  and  give 
us  a  decided  advantage. 

In  addition  to  the  above  summary,  I  have  the 
hdhor  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  strength  of 
Bragg's  army,  gathered  from  all  the  data  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  including  the  estimate  of  the 
General  commanding  in  his  official  report  of  the 
battle  of  Stone  River  ;  facts  gathered  from  pris- 
oners, deserters,  scouts,  and  refugees,  and  from 
rebel  newspapers. 

After  the  battle  he  consolidated  many  of  his 
decimated  regiments  and  irregular  organizations, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  sending  reenforcements  to 
Johnson  his  army  had  reached  its  greatest  effec- 
tive strength.  It  consisted  of  five  divisions  of 
infantry,  composed  of  ninety-four  regiments,  and 
two  independent  battalions  of  sharpshooters  — 
say  ninety-five  regiments. 

By  a  law  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  regi- 
ments are  consolidated  when  their  effective 
strength  falls  below  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Even 
the  regiments  formed  by  such  consolidation 
(which  may  reasonably  be  regarded  as  the  full- 
est) must  fall  below  five  hundred  men ;  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  four  hundred  is  a  large  estimate  of  the 
average  strength.  The  force  would  then  be,  — 

Infantry,  95  regiments,  400  each,  38,000 
Cavalry,  35  "  say  500  "  17,500 
Artillery,  26  batteries,  "  100  "  2,600 

Total,        58,100 

This  force  has  been  reduced  by  detachments 
to  Johnson.  It  is  as  well  known  as  we  can  ever 
expect  to  ascertain  such  facts,  that  three  brigades 
have  gone  from  McCown's  division  and  two  or 
three  from  Breckinridge's  ;  say'  two.  It  is  clear 
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that  there  are  now  but  four  infantry  divisions  in 
Bragg's  army  — -  the  fourth  being  composed  of 
fragments  of  McCown's  and  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ions, and  must  be  much  smaller  than  the 'average. 
Deducting  the  five  brigades,  and  supposing  them 
composed  of  only  four  regiments  each,  which  is 
below  the  general  average,  it  gives  an  infantry 
reduction  of  twenty  regiments,  four  hundred  each, 
— eight  thousand  ;  leaving  a  remainder  of  thirty 
thousand. 

It  is  clearly  ascertained  that  at  least  two  bri- 
gades of  cavalry  have  been  sent  from  Van  Dorn's 
command  to  Mississippi,  and  it  is  asserted  in  the 
"  Chattanooga  Rebel,"  of  June  eleventh,  that  Gen- 
eral Morgan's  command  has  been  permanently 
detached  and  sent  to  Eastern  Kentucky.  It  is 
not  certainly  known  how  large  his  division  is,  but 
it  is  known  to  contain  at  least  two  brigades. 
Taking  this  minimum  as  the  fact,  and  we  have  a 
reduction  of  four  brigades.  Taking  the  lowest 
estimate,  four  regiments  to  the  brigade,  and  we 
have  a  reduction  by  detachment  of  sixteen  regi- 
ments, five  hundred  each,  leaving  his  present 
effective  cavalry  force  nine  thousand  five  hundred. 
With  the  nine  brigades  of  the  two  arms  thus 
detached,  it  will  be  safe  to  say  there  have  gone 
six  batteries,  eighty  men  each  :  four  hundred  and 
eighty ;  leaving  him  twenty  batteries,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twenty,  making  a  total 
reduction  of  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty,  leaving,  of  the  three  arms,  a  total  of  forty- 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty.  In  this 
estimate  I  have  placed  all  doubts  in  Bragg's 
favor,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  considerably  be- 
yond the  truth.  General  Sheridan,  who  has 
taken  great  pains  to  collect  evidence  on  this 
point,  places  it  considerably  below  these  figures  ; 
but  assuming  these  to  be  correct,  and  granting 
what  is  still  more  improbable,  that  Bragg  would 
abandon  all  his  rear  posts,  and  entirely  neglect  his 
communications,  and  could  bring  his  last  man 
into  battle,  I  next  ask,  What  have  we  to  oppose 
to  him  ? 

The  last  official  report  of  effective  strength  of 
this  army,  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  is  dated  June  eleventh,  instant, 
and  shows  that  we  have  in  this  department,  omit- 
ting all  officers  and  enlisted  men  attached  to  de- 
partment, corps,  division,  and  brigade  headquar- 
ters, — 

First,  infantry,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
regiments,  ten  battalions  sharpshooters,  four  pi- 
oneers, one  regiment  engineers  and  mechanics, 
with  a  total  effective  strength  of  seventy  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Second,  cavalry,  twenty-seven  regiments,  one 
unattached  company :  eleven  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen. 

Third,  forty-seven  and  a  half  batteries  field 
artillery,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  guns,  and  five  thousand  and  sixty-nine  men ; 
making  a  grand  total  of  eighty-seven  thousand 
eight  hundred :  or,  leaving  out  all  commissioned 
officers,  this  army  represents  eighty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  bayonets  and 
sabres. 


This  report  does  not  include  the  Fifth  Iowa 
cavalry,  six  hundred  strong,  lately  armed,  nor 
the  First  Wisconsin  cavalry,  nor  Coburn's  bri- 
gade of  infantry,  now  arriving,  nor  the  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety-four  convalescents 
now  on  light  duty  in  Fortress  Rosecrans. 

There  are  detached  from  this  force  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

AtGallatin, 969 

'  Carthage, 1,149 

Fort  Donelson, 1,495 

Clarkesville, 1,138 

'  Nashville, 7,292 

Franklin, 900 

Loverane, 2,117 


Total, 


5,130 


With  these  posts  as  they  are,  and  leaving  two 
thousand  five  hundred  efficient  men,  in  addition 
to  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  convalescents,  to  hold  the  works  at  this 
place,  there  will  be  left  sixty-five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets  and  sabres  to 
throw  against  Bragg's  forty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  submit  the  following  con- 
siderations :  — 

1.  Bragg's   army  is  now  weaker  than  it  has 
been  since  the  battle,  or  is  likely  to  be  again  for 
the   present,  while    our    army  has   reached   its 
maximum  strength,  and  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect further  reinforcements  for  several  months, 
if  at  all. 

2.  Whatever  be  the  result  at  Vicksburg,  the 
determination  of  its  fate  will  give  large  reenforce- 
ments to  Bragg.     If  Grant  is  successful,  his  army 
will  require   many  weeks  to  recover  from  the 
shock  and   strain  of   his   late   campaign,  while 
Johnson  will  send  back  to  Bragg  a  force  sufficient 
to  insure  the  safety  of  Tennessee.     If  Grant  fails, 
the  same  result  will  inevitably  follow,  so  far  as 
Bragg's  army  is  concerned.     No  man  can  affirm 
with  certainty  the  result,  of  any  battle,  however 
great  the  disparity  in  numbers,  —  such  results  are 
in  the  hand  of  God.     But  viewing  the  question  in 
the  light  of  human  calculation,  I  refuse  to  enter- 
tain a  doubt  that  this  army,  which  in   January 
last  defeated  Bragg's  superior  numbers,  can  over- 
whelm his  greatly  inferior  force.     The  most  un- 
favorable course  for  us   that   Bragg  could  take 
would  be  to  fall  back  without  giving  us  battle. 
But  this  would  be  very  disastrous  to  him,  besides 
the  loss  of  material  of  war  and  the  abandonment 
of  the  rich  and  abundant  harvest  now  nearly  ripe 
in  Central  Tennessee.     He  would  lose  heavily  by 
desertion.     It  is  well  known  that  a  wide-spread 
dissatisfaction   exists   among   his   Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  troops.     They  are  already  deserting  in 
large  numbers.     A  retreat  would  greatly  increase 
both  the  desire  and  the  opportunity  for  desertion, 
and  would  very  materially   reduce   his   physical 
and  moral  strength.      While  it  would   lengthen 
our   line  of    communications   it   would   give   us 
possession   of  McMinnsville,   and  enable   us   to 
threaten  Chattanooga  and  East  Tennessee  ;  and 
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it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  expect  an  early 
occupation  of  the  former  place. 

5.  But  the  chances   are  more  than  even  that 
a  sudden  and  rapid  movement  would  compel  a 
general  engagement,   and   the   defeat   of  Bragg 
would  be  in  the  highest  degree  disastrous  to  the 
rebellion. 

6.  The    turbulent    aspect   of   politics    in    the 
loyal  states  renders  a  decisive  blow  against  the 
enemy  at  this  time  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  success  of  the  government  at  the  polls,  and 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  Conscription  Act. 

7.  The  government  and  the  war  department 
believe  that  this  army  ought  to  move  upon  the 
enemy  —  the  army  desires  it,  and  the  country  is 
anxiously  hoping  for  it. 

8.  Our  true  objective  point  is  the  rebel  army, 
whose  last  reserves  are  substantially  in  the  field, 
and  an  effective  blow  will  crush  the  shell,  and 
soon  be  followed  by  the  collapse  of  the  rebel 
government. 

9.  You  have,  in  my  judgment,  wisely  delayed 
a  general  movement  hitherto  till  your  army  could 
be  massed  and  your  cavalry  could  be  mounted. 
Your  Mobile  force  can  now  be  concentrated  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  your  cavalry,  if  not  equal 
in  numerical  strength   to  that  of  the  enemy,  is 
greatly  superior  in  efficiency  and  morale. 

For  these  reasons,  I  believe  an  immediate  ad- 
vance of  all  our  available  forces  is  advisable,  and, 
under  the  providence  of  God  will  be  successful. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 

Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  ROSECRANS, 

Commanding  Department  Cumberland. 
Official:  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Doc.  34. 
HAMPER'S  FERRY  ARMORY  AND  HISTORY. 

THE  recent  appearance  of  the  first  instalment 
of  several  works  devoted  to  the  war,  suggests  to 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  events  the  duty 
of  correcting  at  once  the  errors  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  haste  with  which  these  volumes  have 
been  prepared  before  such  errors  are  permanently 
incorporated  into  the  recognized  authorities  on 
the  subject  of  the  rebellion.  And  an  article  in 
a  late  number  of  a  popular  magazine  is  so  pal- 
pably deficient  in  fact,  and  so  erroneous  in  deduc- 
tion, as  to  call  for  a  response.  In  truth,  histories 
of  the  great  rebellion  are  so  rapidly  multiplying 
that  the  power  of  the  press  seems  to  be  severely 
taxed  to  supply  the  demand,  the  varieties  being 
suited  to  every  taste,  from  the  baffled  malignity 
and  dismal  lamentations  which  form  a  pleasing 
climax  to  that  gem  in  the  literature  of  treason 
known  as  the  "  Lost  Cause."  to  the  ponderous 
compilations  which  make  up  the  pages  of  the 
"  Rebellion  Record."  Very  little  time  has  been 
lost  "  in  the  improvement  of  the  subject,"  and 
writers  and  publishers  have  been  alike  anxious  to 

"  Catch,  ere  she  change,  the  Cynthia  of  the  minute." 


Whether  there  has  not  possibly  been  an  undue 
haste  in  the  preparation  of  these  works,  whether 
the  facts  have  been  sought  and  eliminated  with 
sufficient  industry  and  care,  whether  reference 
has  been  had  in  all  cases  to  the  best  authorities, 
and  whether  the  passions  and  prejudices  pertain- 
ing to  the  conflict  have  sufficiently  subsided  to 
secure  a  thoroughly  faithful  and  impartial  narra- 
tive of  events  so  complicated  and  momentous,  are 
questions  which  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  All 
will  admit,  however,  that  every  fact  which  is  not 
below  the  dignity  of  history  is  worthy  of  being 
told  correctly ;  and  it  cannot  be  altogether  unin- 
teresting or  unprofitable  to  glance  at  some  of  the 
statements  touching  one  incident  which  marked 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  show 
how  widely  these  statements  vary  from  the  whole 
truth.  As  every  work  on  the  subject  of  the  war 
to  which  the  writer  has  had  access  pretends  to 
describe  this  incident  with  more  or  less  minute- 
ness, the  facts  connected  therewith  may  be  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  consequence  to  justify  an 
appeal  to  the  testimony  as  found  in  the  official 
records.  The  substance  of  what  is  herein  related 
may  be  found  in  the  evidence  given  before  the 
committee  of  the  senate  which  investigated  the 
matter,  and  of  which  Mr.  Senator  Grimes  was  the 
acting  chairman. 

This  historic  perversion  has  finally  assumed  so 
considerable  a  magnitude  as  to  be  found  in  the 
newspaper  and  the  magazine ;  in  the  incidental 
summaries  of  the  biographer,  in  the  more  elabo- 
rate disquisitions  of  the  historian,  and  in  the  quasi 
authoritative  reports  of  the  war  department.  In 
his  history  of  the  "  American  Conflict,"  Mr. 
Greeley  introduces  the  fiction  with  commendable 
brevity ;  Mr.  Lossing,  according  to  the  character 
and  purpose  of  his  work,  goes  more  into  detail, 
and  supports  himself  by  a  formidable  array  of 
marginal  references;  the  authors  of  Harper's 
"  Pictorial  History "  repeat  the  story  with  ad- 
ditions, and  General  Strother,  who  was  on  the 
ground,  and  who  ought  to  have  known,  and  evi- 
dently intended  to  narrate  the  facts  in  his  spirited 
sketch  in  Harper's  Magazine  for  June,  1866,  in- 
dorses the  general  error.  In  Holland's  admira- 
ble life  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  story  is  thus  told  :  — 

"  The  government  works  at  Harper's  Ferry 
were  blown  up  and  burned  by  Lieutenant  Jones, 
in  command  of  a  company  of  regulars,  moved  by 
the  intelligence  of  an  advance  of  a  large  confed- 
erate force."  Mr.  Secretary  Cameron,  whose  for- 
getfulness,  as  will  be  shown,  is  very  extraordinary, 
in  his  official  report  at  the  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress in  1861  uses  the  following  language:  — 

"  In  this  connection  it  is  a  pleasurable  duty  to 
refer  to  the  very  gallant  action  of  Lieutenant  * 
Roger  Jones,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  hand- 
some and  successful  manner  in  which  he  executed 
the  orders  of  the  government  at  that  important 
post."  Other  quotations  are  not  necessary,  as 
the  essence  of  the  fiction  is  contained  in  these 
two  brief  passages,  though  in  the  "  histories " 
referred  to  the  story  is  considerably  amplified 
and  embellished.  Lieutenant  Jones  was  never 
in  command  at  Harper's  Ferry.  For  several 
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months  preceding  the  assault  on  Fort  Sumter 
he  had  been  stationed  at  the  armory  in  command 
of  a  guard  of  about  fifty  men.  The  superinten- 
dent of  the  armory  was  a  delegate  to  the  Rich- 
mond convention,  but  though  elected  as  a  Union 
man,  voted  with  the  majority  for  secession,  and 
immediately  hastened  home  to  surrender  his  com- 
mand to  the  traitors.  On  the  day  that  Virginia 
"  seceded,"  Captain  Kingsbury,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  then  on  duty  in  Washington,  was 
ordered,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Scott,  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  as- 
sume command. 

That  order  was  couched  in  the  following 
terms :  — 

ADJVTAOT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE,     > 
WASHINGTON,  April  17,  1861.  J 

SIR :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you 
will  immediately  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Vir- 
ginia, and  perform  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  the  armory  at  that  place  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 
(Signed,)  L.  THOMAS, 

Adj  utaiit-General . 

To  Captain  CHARLES  P.  KINGSBURY, 

Ordnance  Department. 

Should  it  occur  to  the  reader  that  there  is  a 
slight  discrepancy  between  the  language  of  Mr. 
Cameron's  report  as  already  quoted,  and  the  terms 
of  this  order,  I  must  refer  him  to  that  ex-official 
for  an  explanation.  And  it  would  also  be  satis- 
factory if  a  copy  of  "  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment," which  were  "  executed  in  such  a  hand- 
some and  successful  manner,"  could  be  fur- 
nished at  the  same  time  by  the  Secretary. 
Before  leaving  Washington,  Captain  Kings- 
bury  received  verbal  instructions  from  General 
Scott.  On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of 
April  he  assumed  control  of  the  armory.  The 
ordinary  operations  of  the  post  were  continued 
until  after  the  arrival  of  the  first  passenger  train 
from  the  east.  On  that  train  came  the  late  Super- 
intendent of  the  armory  with  a  few  friends,  and 
their  advent  was  signalized  by  a  disloyal  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  a  crowd  in  attendance  upon 
the  depot.  The  cry,  "  Virginia  will  take  care  of 
Harper's  Ferry  ! "  was  loudly  and  defiantly  repeat- 
ed. An  intense  excitement  soon  prevailed  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  extended  to  the  shops.  It  was  evident, 
from  the  confidence  of  the  traitors,  that  in  then- 
opinion  the  place  would  soon  be  in  their  posses- 
sion, and  if  it  was  to  be  defended  no  time  must 
be  lost  in  organizing  the  Union  forces.  The  shops 
were  accordingly  closed,  by  order  of  Captain 
Kingsbury  ;  the  men  were  assembled,  and  in  a 
brief  address  the  commanding  officer  described 
the  situation,  and  called  for  volunteers.  The 
workmen  had  been  formed  into  military  compa- 
nies since  the  John  Brown  raid.  All  who  were 
faithful  to  their  allegiance,  and  willing  to  protect 
and  defend  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
were  directed  to  assemble  with  their  company  or- 
ganizations at  one  o'clock  p.  M.  The  order  was 
received  with  applause  ;  the  men  dispersed,  as  was 
supposed,  for  their  arms  and  equipments  j  but  the 
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appointed  hour  arrived,  and  brought  with  it  no 
such  force  as  had  been  expected.  Only  a  small 
number  of  the  men  employed  responded  to  the 
appeal,  and  it  was  uncertain,  in  view  of  the  active 
and  evil  influences  then  at  work  around  them, 
how  many  of  these  could  be  relied  on  at  the  deci- 
sive moment.  To  attempt  to  defend  the  post 
with  the  small  detachment  of  regulars,  would 
have  been  preposterous  ;  for  before  one  o'clock  it 
was  believed,  on  the  authority  of  a  telegram  from 
Washington,  that  an  armed  force  was  en  route 
from  Richmond  to  capture  the  place,  and  secure 
the  fifteen  thousand  arms  which  were  still  in 
store,  and  which  Floyd  and  his  coadjutors  had 
been  unable  to  dispose  of.  There  was  then  but 
one  alternative  by  which  to  defeat  the  purpose  of 
the  traitors,  and  the  destruction  of  the  arms  be- 
came a  military  necessity.  About  three  o'clock 
P.  M.  a  report  was  received  that  several  Virginia 
companies  were  marching  from  Charlestown  to 
the  Ferry,  and  it  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
agents  of  the  railroad  to  Winchester  had  been 
specially  instructed  to  keep  the  track  clear  that 
night,  which  was  an  unusual  order,  as  only  day 
trains  were  habitually  run  upon  that  road.  As 
the  necessity  for  active  measures  arose  much 
sooner  than  had  been  anticipated  the  preparations 
were  necessarily  hastily  made ;  and  as  the  civil 
employees  of  the  government  could  not  be  relied 
upon,  the  details  of  the  affair  were  of  course  con- 
fided to  Lieutenant  Jones  and  his  men.  The 
powder  belonging  to  the  armory  was  in  the  maga- 
zine on  the  heights,  and  orders  were  given  by 
Captain  Kingsbury  to  have  it  transferred  where 
it  would  be  at  once  available.  Government  pow- 
der is  packed  in  barrels,  holding  one  hundred 
pounds  each,  and  these,  from  their  size,  could  not 
be  conveyed  to  the  storehouses  containing  the 
arms  without  revealing  the  fact,  and  possibly  ex- 
citing suspicion  as  to  the  object  of  the  transfer. 
Fortunately  several  small  kegs  were  found,  which 
proved  to  "have  been  carried  thither  by  John 
Brown,  and  whicfy  were  admirably  adapted  to  the 
holy  and  patriotic  purpose  for  which  it  was  now 
wanted.  The  boxes  containing  the  arms  were  so 
arranged  as  to  be  most  favorable  to  ignition,  the 
fagots  were  piled  and  the  powder  distributed, 
ready  for  the  application  of  the  fire  at  the  given 
signal.  Care  was  taken  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  powder  to  prevent,  as  far  as  practicable,  any 
injury  to  private  dwellings  or  their  occupants  by 
the  explosion ;  and  as  the  prime  object  of  the 
Virginia  expedition  was  plainly  the  seizure  of 
the  arms,  their  destruction  was  considered  of  such 
importance  as  not  to  be  hazarded  by  a  diversion 
of  the  means  to  other  parts  of  the  establishment. 
It  therefore  became  necessary  to  rely  upon  the 
natural  combustibility  of  the  materials  for  the 
destruction  of  the  workshops  and  machinery. 
Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  a  gentleman 
arrived  from  the  direction  of  Charlestown,  and 
reported  that  about  two  thousand  men  were  with- 
in a  short  distance  of  the  place.  As  this  infor- 
mation appeared  reliable,  the  match  was  soon  ap- 
plied to  the  trains  already  laid  in  the  arsenals, 
and  to  the  combustible  materials  in  the  carpenter's  - 
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shop,  and  the  room  containing  the  gunstocks. 
The  rifle  works,  in  which  there  were  but  a  small 
number  of  finished  arms,  on  account  of  their  re- 
moteness, could  not  be  conveniently  fired.  As 
soon  as  the  buildings  were  fairly  lighted,  Lieuten- 
ant Jones  with  his  guard  left  for  Hagerstown, 
while  Captain  Kingsbury  was  hardly  authorized 
to  leave  then,  and  was  also  unwilling  to  depart 
before  learning  the  result  of  his  efforts  to  baffle 
the  Richmond  conspirators.  For  some  time  after 
the  beginning  of  the  conflagration  the  streets  of 
the  village  were  deserted.  At  length  one  man, 
who  appeared  more  enterprising  than  his  neigh- 
bors, entered  one  of  the  burning  arsenals  and 
hauled  therefrom  into  the  street  a  box  of  arms. 
On  opening  it,  and  not  finding  the  rifle  muskets 
he  evidently  expected,  he  rushed  again  towards 
the  building  for  the  probable  purpose  of  trying 
his  luck  upon  another,  when  the  first  discharge 
of  old  John  Brown's  powder  caused  him  to  recoil, 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  other  attempt  was  made 
to  enter  the  storehouses  before  the  contents  were 
destroyed.  Captain  Kingsbury,  therefore,  had 
the  gratification  of  ascertaining,  that  although  the 
shops  and  machinery  were  not  seriously  damaged, 
of  the  fifteen  thousand  or  sixteen  thousand  rifles 
and  muskets  in  store,  which  were  intended  to 
arm  the  battalions  of  treason,  only  a  few  hundred 
—  and  not  thousands,  as  has  been  stated  —  that 
were  scattered  among  the  buildings  escaped  de- 
struction. 

The  entire  responsibility  of  the  affair  thus  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Kingsbury.  He  sought  to 
defend  the  place  by  arming  the  operatives,  and 
when  this  was  found  impracticable,  it  was  by  his 
orders  and  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
only  means  at  hand  were  made  available  to  de- 
stroy the  arms,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the 
Dassault. 

Of  all  those  engaged  in  the  affair  he  was  the 
only  one  exposed  to  personal  peril.  At  one  time, 
surrounded  by  an  infuriate  mob,  with  a  bayonet 
at  his  breast,  he  might  probably  have  been  the 
first  victim  of  the  rebellion  but  for  the  generous 
interposition  of  a  gentleman  present,  to  whom  he 
was  almost  a  stranger.  A  citizen  of  Harper's  Ferry 
thus  wrote  to  him,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April : 
"  The  feeling  against  you  rose  very  high,  and  I 
was  glad  to  learn  that  you  had  left  the  place.  If 
you  had  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  person 
would  have  sustained  injury."  After  escaping 
from  the  hands  of  his  captors,  Captain  Kingsbury 
was  enabled,  by  a  night  tramp  of  twenty-two  miles 
over  the  cross-ties  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, to  reach  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth,  where  he  found,  on  his  arrival,  that  the 
pressure  of  official  duty  was  such  that  he  had  no 
time  to  make  a  written  report  of  his  conduct. 
That,  however,  was  not  then  necessary,  as  the  facts 
were  not  only  well  known  in  military  circles,  but 
also  among  the  rebel  sympathizers  of  the  capital. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  name  of  the  offi- 
cer who  originated  the  movement,  and  carried  it 
to  a  successful  conclusion,  was  suppressed  at  the 
time  by  the  northern  papers,  and  carefully  exclud- 
ed from  an  official  report  of  the  affair  by  the  very 


Secretary  by  whose  order  he  was  thus  suddenly 
placed  in  a  position  of  such  responsibility;  and 
the  same  version  or  perversion  of  the  facts  is  still 
reproduced  by  all  the  historians  of  the  rebellion. 
But  while  Captain  Kingsbury's  name  was  thus  sys- 
tematically ignored  at  the  north,  and  by  the  war 
department  of  the  government,  his  efforts  for  the 
cause  of  the  Union  were  promptly  recognized  and 
appreciated  elsewhere.  In  the  "  Staunton  (Va.) 
Spectator,"  and  other  southern  newspapers,  he 
was  denounced  for  his  action  at  Harper's  Ferry  as 
a  "  diabolical  monster,"  and  his  name  held  up  for 
reproach  and  execration  among  his  friends  and 
relatives  at  the  south. 

A  brief  glance  at  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  attack  on  Harper's  Ferry  will  show  that 
the  events  of  that  night  probably  had  a  far  more 
important  bearing  upon  the  final  result  of  the 
rebellion  than  has  ever  been  publicly  ascribed  to 
them.  The  object  of  Wise  —  who  it  was  under- 
stood originated  the  raid  —  and  his  fellow-conspir- 
ators was,  evidently,  to  capture  the  arms,  proceed 
at  once  to  Baltimore,  arm  the  ruffians  then  having 
control  of  that  city,  and  complete  the  then  easy 
conquest  of  the  national  capital.  An  extra  loco- 
motive of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  with 
steam  on,  was  in  waiting  at  the  Harper's  Ferry 
bridge  ;  a  mysterious  party  from  Baltimore  was 
on  the  ground,  one  of  whom  positively  refused  the 
use  of  the  engine  to  carry  Captain  Kingsbury  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  mob  from  which  he  had 
just  made  his  escape ;  and  the  next  day  —  the  day 
of  the  slaughter  of  the  Massachusetts  troops  — 
these  arms  would  doubtless  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  myrmidons  of  treason  on  a  triumphal  march 
to  Washington. 

This  view  of  the  matter  is  forcibly  presented  in 
Abbott's  history  of  the  rebellion,  and  is  sustained 
by  the  following  extracts  from  letters  written  by 
officers  holding  at  that  time  high  position  in  the 
military  service.  General  Craig,  who  was  then 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  thus  writes :  "  There  can  be  no 
doubt  the  destruction  of  the  arms  there  (Harper's 
Ferry)  was  cause  of  great  disappointment  to  the 
conspirators,  who  evidently  calculated  on  being 
able  by  their  means  to  equip  a  force  sufficient  to 
capture  the  capital,  half  tilled  as  it  was  with  trai- 
tors and  lukewarm  officials."  General  Cullum, 
who  was  then  on  the  staff  of  Lieutenant-Gerieral 
Scott,  writes  as  follows :  "  It  was  doubtless  the 
design  of  the  rebels  to  procure  arms  there  (Har- 
per's Ferry)  and  move  on  Baltimore.  Washing- 
ton was  doubtless  the  ultimate  point  of  attack; 
but  the  whole  rebel  project  failed  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  arms  at  Harper's  Ferry."  If  these 
views  are  correct,  is  it  not  probable  that  not  only 
the  capital,  but  the  nation,  was  thus  saved  ?  For 
if  the  traitors  had  then  obtained  possession  of 
Washington,  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights 
by  France  and  England  would  have  been  promptly 
followed  by  unconditional  recognition,  and  the  bas- 
tard progeny  of  rebellion  —  to  quote  the  language 
of  Edmund  Burke,  similarly  applied  —  begotten 
"  in  a  drunken  delirium,  produced  by  hot  spirits 
drawn  from  the  alembic  of  hell,"  would  have  be- 
come legitimatized  by  a  successful  revolution. 
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Doc.  35. 

CAPTURE   OF  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 
LIEUT.-COMMANDER    NICKELS'S    REPORT. 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  "  ELLA  AND  ANNA,"  ) 
BOSTON,  December  23,  1863.      j 

SIB,  :  In  accordance  with  Commodore  Montgom- 
ery's order  of  the  ninth  instant,  to  proceed  to  sea 
and  cruise  in  search  of  the  pirate  "  Chesapeake," 
we  got  under  way  at  twenty  minutes  to  one  P.  M.,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  sea.  Arrived 
atEastport,  Maine,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  at  nine 
A.  M.,  having  encountered  head  winds  and  thick 
weather,  and  left  on  the  same  day  at  ten  A.  M., 
with  news  that  the  "  Chesapeake  "  was  in  Marga- 
ret's Bay,  N.  S.  Arrived  off'  Cross  Island,  the 
entrance  to  Margaret's  Bay,  at  six  P.  M.,  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  weather  being  so  thick  we  could 
not  enter,  and  we  attempted  to  lay  in  sight  of  the 
light  ;  but,  thicker  weather  coming  on,  and  a 
heavy  blow  from  the  southward,  we  could  not 
make  the  land  until  two  p.  M.  on  the  fifteenth 
instant,  to  the  eastward  of  our  port.  Finding  it 
impossible  to  get  into  Margaret's  Bay,  and  the 
ship  being  so  light  that  we  could  do  but  little 
in  the  gale  which  was  blowing,  and  our  coal  being 
nearly  exhausted,  we  ran  into  Halifax.  Arrived 
at  the  coal  wharf  at  half  past  five  P.  M.,  and  left  at 
eleven  P.M. (having  taken  in  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  tons  coal)  for  LaHave,N.  S.,  where  the  "  Chesa- 
peake "  was  then  reported  to  be.  All  this  night  a 
heavy  gale  was  blowing  from  the  westward,  render- 
ing it  difficult  to  get  to  the  windward.  Arrived  at 
La  Have  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  at  three  P.  M.,  and 
found  the  pirate  had  left  that  place  the  night  before, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  that  morning.  We  then 
got  news  that  she  was  at  Lunenberg,  (twenty-five 
miles  distant,)  and  we  immediately  started  for  that 
port,  where  we  arrived  at  half  past  six  P.  M.  Tele- 
graphed at  once  to  Halifax  for  news  of  her  where- 
abouts, which  we  received,  stating  that  the  "  Ches- 
apeake "  entered  Mud  Cove,  Sambro  Harbor,  that 
evening.  We  immediately  got  under  way,  and  ran 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  where  we  remained, 
being  unable  to  find  a  pilot  to  take  us  in  before  day- 
light. We  then  steamed  in  under  full  steam,  hoping 
to  catch  the  pirates  asleep.  At  twenty  minutes  past 
seven  A.  M.  made  her  out.  with  a  schooner  alongside 
coaling  her.  We  immediately  cleared  for  action, 
putting  all  the  guns  on  the  starboard  side,  the 
side  we  wished  to  board  her  from,  as  we  had  news 
that  she  had  mounted  two  guns.  At  ten  minutes 
before  eight  laid  our  ship  alongside,  striking 
her,  but  not  heavily,  on  the  port  bow.  Upon 
boarding  her,  found  that  all  the  pirates  had  es- 
caped, except  two  who  had  been  shipped  in  the 
Provinces.  We  immediately  commenced  coaling 
her  from  this  ship,  also  putting  stores,  and  a  prize 
crew  on  board.  We  then  sent  an  armed  boat's  crew 
on  board  the  schooner  which  had  been  coaling  the 
"  Chesapeake,"  preparatory  to  leaving,  and  found 
several  trunks  and  packages,  which  the  Captain  of 
the  schooner  acknowledged  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  "  Chesapeake,"  and  also  one  of  the  original 
seventeen  who  captured  the  steamer  off  Cape  Cod, 
and  whom  we  found  secreted  in  the  cabin,  under 


buffalo  skins.  We  took  the  packages  and  trunks 
on  board  the  "  Chesapeake,"  transferring  the  pirate, 
together  with  the  other  two  found  on  board  the 
"Chesapeake,"  to  the  "  Ella  and  Anna,"  and 
placed  them  in  double  irons. 

I  neglected  to  say  that,  when  near  the  prize  the 
American  ensign  was  hoisted,  "  Union  down,"  by 
the  engineer,  one  of  the  original  crew  held  as 
prisoners  by  the  pirates  soon  after  the  pirates 
had  left  her  in  boats. 

At  one  P.  M.  finished  coaling,  and  put  Acting- 
Master  William  McGlown  in  charge  of  the  prize, 
with  written  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  and  re- 
port to  the  Commandant  of  the  navy  yard.  I 
immediately  got  under  way  with  prize  alongside, 
and  steamed  out  of  the  Cove.  At  the  mouth  of 
Sambro  Harbor  fell  in  with  the  United  States  sloop 
of  war  "  Dacotah,"  Captain  Cleary,  who  hailed  us, 
and  asked  if  that  was  the  "  Chesapeake."  I  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asked,  "  Where  do  you 
proceed  with  your  prize  ?  "  I  replied,  "To  Boston*" 
He  then  asked,  "  Did  you  catch  the  pirates  ?  "  I 
replied,  I  had  but  three.  He  then  told  me  to  re- 
pair on  board.  I  went  on  board,  when  he  ordered 
me  to  proceed  to  Halifax  with  the  prize  for  ad- 
judication ;  at  which  port  we  arrived  and  dropped 
anchor  at  quarter  before  four  p.  M.  I  immediately 
telegraphed  to  Commandant  Montgomery  of  my  ar- 
rival, and  of  my  capture.  The  matter  now  remains  in 
Captain  Cleary's  hands,  who,  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  ordered  me  to  transfer  the  prisoners  to 
the  custody  of  the  British  officers,  and  to  turn  the 
prize  over  to  the  British  authorities.  Accord- 
ingly at  one  P.  M.  I  sent  Ensign  Coghlan  with  the 
three  prisoners  to  the  British  authorities  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them.  At  two  p.  M.  I  trans- 
ferred the  prize  to  the  British  authorities,  Captain 
O'Brien,  of  the  revenue  service,  taking  charge 
of  her. 

At  four  P.  M.  the  "  Dacotah  "  made  signals  for 
us  to  sail.  I  immediately  visited  the  General  com- 
manding that  post,  and  made  apology  for  not  call- 
ing, on  my  entrance  the  first  time,  and  sailed  at 
half  past  six  p.  M.  for  Boston,  where  we  arrived 
this  day. 

Before  closing  I  would  call  your  attention  to 
the  noble  conduct  of  all  my  officers,  all  of  whom 
volunteered  for  this  service.  Some  of  them  had 
just  returned  from  a  two  years'  cruise,  and  had  at 
this  time  received  no  leave  of  absence  to  see  their 
families,  being  attached  to  the  "  Santiago  de 
Cuba."  The  others  were  attached  to  vessels  now 
refitting  in  Boston,  and  enjoying  a  few  days  in 
port.  All  were  ready  for  any  duty  or  emergency, 
and  seconded  me  in  any  matter  I  proposed,  and 
underwent  the  hardships  of  a  cold  and  stormy 
cruise  cheerfully. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers,  show- 
ing the  duty  they  were  upon  when  attached  to 
this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  J.  F.  NICKELS,  U.  S.  N., 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.-Com.  U.  S.  Steamer  "  Ella  and  Anna." 
To  Admiral  SILAS  STRINGIIAM, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Boston.  , 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 
J.  F.  N 


ICKELS. 
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Doc.  36. 

THE    BATTLE    OF    CHICKAMAUGA. 
GENERAL   T.    J.    WOOD'S    REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  Division) 

TWENTY -FIRST  ARMY  CORPS,     > 

CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.,  September  29,  1863.  > 

SIR  :  At  early  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
the  sixteenth  August,  I  received  an  order  to  move 
with  my  division  from  Billsboro',  Middle  Tennes- 
see, by  the  most  practicable  and  expeditious  route 
across  the  Cumberland  Mountain  to  Sherman  in 
the  Sequatchy  Valley. 

Wednesday  evening,  the  nineteenth,  was  the 
time  fixed  for  the  division  to  arrive  at  the  destina- 
tion assigned  to  it. 

The  Second  brigade  (Wagner's)  had  for  a 
month  previously  occupied  Pelham,  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  and  General  Wagner  had  been 
ordered  to  repair  the  road  up  the  mountains  known 
as  the  Park  road.  As  the  order  of  movement  left 
to  my  discretion  the  route  by  which  my  division 
should  cross  the  mountains,  I  determined  to  make 
the  ascent  by  the  Park  road,  thence  to  Tracy  City, 
thence  by  Johnson's  to  Purdon's,  where  I  would 
fall  into  the  road  leading  from  McMinnville,  by 
Altam  Cut,  to  Thurman. 

Immediately  on  receiving  the  order  I  despatched 
instructions  to  General  Wagner  to  commence  the 
ascent  of  the  mountains,  and  to  insure  his  being 
out  of  the  way  of  the  other  two  brigades,  I  directed 
he  should  continue  the  work  of  getting  up  his 
train  during  the  night  of  the  sixteenth.  This  was 
done,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  seven- 
teenth, the  road  being  free,  the  First  and  Third 
brigades,  with  their  baggage  trains  and  the  ammu- 
nition and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  began  to 
ascend  the  mountains. 

The  work  was  continued  unintermittedly  through 
the  day  and  entire  night  of  the  seventeenth,  and 
by  ten  o'clock  of  the  eighteenth  the  whole  was  up. 
Wagner's  brigade  had  advanced  to  Tracy  City 
Monday  morning,  the  seventeenth,  with  orders  to 
move  forward  as  far  as  the  Thurman,  or  Anderson 
road,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth.  I  allowed  the 
First  and  Third  brigades,  BuelPs  and  Barker's,  to 
rest  until  one  p.  M.,  on  the  eighteenth,  and  then 
moved  to  Tracy  City.  Wagner  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  Thurman  road  to  Thurman,  Wednes- 
day morning,  select  a  good  encampment,  and 
await  my  arrival  there  with  the  other  Second  bri- 
gades and  the  heavy  trains.  The  distance  from 
Tracy  City  to  Thurman  is  twenty-eight  miles, 
which  had  to  be  accomplished  in  one  day,  with 
the  First  and  Third  brigades,  their  batteries,  and 
the  trains  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  me  at 
the  designated  time.  At  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the 
nineteenth,  the  march  was  commenced,  and  a  little 
after  nightfall  the  brigades  encamped  at  Thurman. 

The  order  for  the  general  movement  directed 
me  to  take  with  me  two  days'  subsistence  for  the 
men,  and  ten  days'  grain  for  the  animals.  I  de- 
scended into  the  Sequatchy  Valley  with  twenty- 
five  days'  subsistence  for  the  men,  and  sixteen 
days'  grain  for  the  animals. 


I  do  not  mention  this  fact  in  a  spirit  of  egotism, 
but  simply  to  show  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
intelligence,  good  judgment,  energy,  and  a  willing- 
ness to  make  some  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort 
by  commanders. 

Every  experienced  and  educated  soldier  knows 
that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  on  the  mobility 
and  activity,  and  consequently  on  the  offensive 
power  of  an  army,  is  to  be  found  in  the  immense 
baggage  and  supply  trains  that  usually  accompany 
its  movements  :  hence,  whatever  lessens  the  num- 
ber of  vehicles  required  for  the  transport  of  bag- 
gage, by  so  much  increases  the  efficiency  of  the 
army.  I  transported  all  the  supplies  I  took  into 
Sequatchy  Valley  in  the  wagons  originally  assigned 
to  my  division  for  the  transportation  of  regimental 
and  staff  baggage. 

I  was  then  prepared  with  my  division  for  a  cam- 
paign of  twenty-five  days  on  full  rations,  or  fifty 
days  on  half  rations.  The  additional  forage  re- 
quired beyond  what  I  brought  with  me  could 
have  been  found  in  the  country. 

In  conformity  with  the  order  for  the  general 
movement  I  despatched  Wagner's  brigade  early 
on  Thursday  morning,  the  twentieth,  to  the  east- 
tern  slope  of  Naldron's  ridge,  to  make  something 
of  a  show  of  force,  and  at  the  same  time  closely 
observe,  and,  if  opportunity  permitted,  to  threaten 
the  enemy.  With  the  other  two  brigades,  First 
and  Third,  I  remained  encamped  at  Thurman  till 
the  early  morning  of  the  first  of  September ;  I 
then  moved,  in  conformity  to  orders,  to  Jasper, 
lower  down  in  the  valley. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  I  received 
an  order  to  send  one  of  my  brigades  to  Shell- 
mound,  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River.  The  First 
brigade  was  immediately  put  in  motion  under  this 
order,  and,  under  the  skilful  management  of 
blonel  Buell,  was  thrown  across  the  river  rapidly 
and  without  accident  during  the  night.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  third,  I  moved  with  the  Third 
brigade  and  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  trains 
to  the  crossing,  and  with  the  energetic  and  judi- 
cious assistance  of  Colonel  Barker,  had  everything 
passed  rapidly  across  without  accident.  I  remained 
encamped  at  Shellmound  until  Saturday  afternoon, 
the  fifth,  awaiting  orders,  the  delay  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  supply 
trains,  which  had  been  sent  across  the  river  at 
Bridgeport. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth  I  received  an 
order  to  move  with  the  two  brigades  of  my  divis- 
ion with  me,  via  Whiteside  and  the  river  road, 
to  the  junction  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  with  the  Trenton  Railroad,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  observing  and  threatening  the  enemy  post- 
ed on  the  spur  of  Lookout  Mountain.  I  advanced 
as  far  as  Whiteside  Saturday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing. Early  Sunday  morning  I  continued  to  ad- 
vance, Barker's  brigade  leading.  Soon  very  light 
parties  of  the  enemy  were  encountered,  but  they 
rapidly  fell  back  before  my  steady  onward  move- 
ment, though  the  country  through  which  my  line 
of  march  led  me  is  most  favorable  to  a  prolonged 
and  obstinate  resistance  by  a  small  force. 

Crossing  Raccoon  Mountain,  I  descended  into 
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Lookout  Mountain  Valley,  and  then  followed  clown 
the  valley  northward  to  the  junction  of  the  two 
railways.  As  I  moved  down  the  valley  the  ene- 
my's signal  stations  on  the  crest  of  Lookout 
Mountain  were  I:i  full  and  perfect  view,  evidently 
•watching  my  advance,  and  rapidly  communicating 
the  result  of  their  observations  to  the  rear.  At 
the  junction  of  the  railway  my  command  was 
about  two  to  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  enemy's 
advanced  works  ;  but  the  outposts  and  pickets 
were  much  nearer  each  other,  in  fact,  in  hearing 
distance.  As  I  was  well  aware  that  the  enemy  had 
been  able  to  learn  from  his  signal  stations  with 
very  close  approximate  correctness  the  strength 
of  iny  command,  and  hence  would  be  most  likely 
disposed  to  take  advantage  of  my  inferiority  of 
force  and  attempt  to  crush  me  by  a  sudden  blow, 
I  immediately  made  the  best  possible  disposition 
to  foil  him  in  such  an  attempt.  In  making  these 
dispositions  I  soon  became  convinced  of  the  utter 
untenableness  of  the  position  at  the  junction  of 
the  railway  for  an  inferior  force  to  receive  an  at- 
tack from  a  superior  one.  The  position  is  entirely 
open,  capable  of  being  assailed  simultaneously  in 
front,  on  both  flanks,  and  in  rear.  I  was  well 
satisfied  I  was  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  a 
very  large  force  of  the  enemy,  (which  could  be 
still  further  swelled  in  a  very  short  time.)  This 
information  I  had  gained  satisfactorily  during 
my  advance ;  and  it  was  strengthened  and  corrob- 
orated during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the 
sixth.  At  two  o'clock  p.  M.  I  communicated  to 
the  Corps  commander  my  position  seven  miles  from 
Chattanooga,  (being  at  the  junction  of  the  rail- 
way,) informed  him  of  my  immediate  proximity  to 
the  enemy,  and  attempted  to  describe  briefly  the 
objects  which  debarred  my  farther  progress  to 
Chattanooga.  At  four  p.  M.  I  communicated  to 
him  the  result  of  further  observations,  and  some 
facts  omitted  in  my  note  of  two  P.  M.  In  my 
note  of  two  P.  M.  I  suggested  that  he  should  move 
part  of  the  force  immediately  with  him,  to  cover 
my  rear  from  a  reverse  attack.  This  he  declined 
to  do,  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  authority,  and 
indicated  that  in  case  I  should  be  attacked  by  a 
superior  force  I  would  have  to  fall  back  on  him, 
also  indicating  that  if  I  should  have  to  retreat,  I 
had  better  do  so  by  the  Trenton  road.  I  had 
already  opened  communication  with  him  by  that 
road.  Not  intending  to  retreat  except  as  a  matter 
of  direct  necessity  and  last  extremity,  and  as  the 
evidence  continued  to  increase  during  the  evening 
that  I  would  be  attacked  in  heavy  force  early  next 
morning,  I  determined  to  shift  my  command  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  rear,  to  a  very  strong  and 
highly  defensible  position,  in  which  I  was  satisfied 
I  could  maintain  myself  against  almost  any  odds 
for  a  long  time,  and  if  finally  overpowered,  could 
draw  oft'  my  command  to  the  rear.  From  this 
position  I  could  maintain  my  communication  by 
the  Trenton  road  with  the  force  immediately  with 
the  Corps  commander.  The  movement  was  com- 
menced at  ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  sixth,  and  made 
with  perfect  success,  though  my  pickets  were  at 
the  time  in  hearing  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  My 
command  was  thus  safely  extricated  from  immedi- 


ate imminent  danger.  I  learned  satisfactorily, 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth,  that  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  was  held  by  Chatham's  divis- 
ion, supported  immediately  in  rear  of  Hindman's 
(late  Withers's)  division,  being  the  whole  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Folk's  Corps.  My  two  small  bri- 
gades confronted  this  force.  About  eight  A.  M.  in 
the  morning  of  the  seventh,  I  received  a  copy  of 
a  communication  addressed  by  the  commanding 
General  to  the  Corps  commander,  saying  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  safe  (judging  from  some  indi- 
cations he  had  obtained  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy)  to  threaten  the  enemy  on  the  spur  of 
Lookout  Mountain  with  a  part  of  my  force.  This 
communication  the  corps  commander  appears  to 
have  construed  into  an  order  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  force,  and  accordingly  ordered  that  I 
should  make  such  a  reconnoissance  without  loss  of 
time.  I  accordingly  commenced  at  once  to  make 
my  preparations  for  making  the  reconnoissance, 
and  actually  made  it  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  command 
and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  reconnois- 
sance itself.  As  the  results  of  the  reconnoissance 
have  hitherto  been  reported,  I  will  not  now  reca- 
pitulate them.  After  taking  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions for  insuring  the  safety,  as  far  as  po'ssible, 
of  the  command  to  be  engaged  in  the  reconnois- 
sance, and  the  assurance  of  the  success  of  the  re- 
connoissance, I  committed  the  conduct  of  it  to  that 
_allant  and  accomplished  officer,  Colonel  Harker, 
commanding  the  Third  brigade  of  my  division.  I 
instructed  him  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  circum- 
spection, but  to  force  his  command  as  near  to  the 
enemy's  position  as  he  might  deem  prudent.  This 
point  I  was  of  course  compelled  to  submit  to  his 
judgment.  It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction 
to  record,  in  a  permanent,  official  manner,  that 
Colonel  Harker  conducted  the  reconnoissance  in 
xact  conformity  with  my  wishes  and  instructions. 
Securing  well  his  flanks  and  rear  from  being 
assailed  without  timely  notice,  he  drove  his  solid 
line  to  within  some  thousand  yards  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  (and  his  line  of  skirmishers  to  within 
some  six  hundred  yards,)  when  twelve  guns  opened 
on  him,  and  then  drew  off  his  command,  with  the 
Loss  of  but  one  man.  I  know  no  parallel  in  mili- 
:ary  history  to  this  reconnoissance.  My  command 
being  much  jaded  and  worn  by  the  labors  of  the 
several  preceding  days,  I  allowed  it  to  rest  during 
the  eighth.  But  I  was  on  the  alert  to  gain  infor- 
mation of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  ene- 
my;  Near  nightfall  I  obtained  some  information 
which  led  me  to  suspect  the  enemy  was  evacuating 
Chattanooga,  but  the  individuals  who  gave  it  were 
jy  no  means  positive.  With  a  view  to  verifying 
;his  information,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Corps 
commander,  informing  him  that  I  had  observed 
some  mysterious  indications  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  of  which  I  proposed  to  compel  a  develop- 
ment by  a  reconnoissance  in  force  early  next  morn- 
rg.  During  the  night  I  received  a  reply  to  my 
lote,  saying  the  Corps  commander  could  not  ap- 
3rove  the  making  the  reconnoissance  on  account 
of  some  indications  of  a  general  movement  of  the 
army,  but  that  he  would  refer  my  note  to  the  com- 
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manding  General.  Confidently  believing  the  com- 
manding General  would  approve  my  proposition  to 
make  the  reconnoissance,  I  held  my  command  in 
readiness  for  the  movement.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Wagner,  having  with  him  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  had  received  information 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  river  that  the  enemy 
was  evacuating  Chattanooga. 

The  information  having  been  communicated  to 
the  commanding  General  of  the  army,  an  order 
was  despatched  to  me  to  move  my  command  to 
Chattanooga,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  pursuit  of 
the  enemy. 

This  agreeable  order  was  joyfully  obeyed,  and 
in  a  very  few  minutes  my  command  was  in  rapid 
motion.  Between  my  late  camp  in  Lookout 
Mountain  Valley  and  the  spur  of  the  mountain 
my  command  was  overtaken  by  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  mounted  infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Adkins,  who  informed  me  he  had  been  ordered  to 
press  forward  to  Chattanooga  with  all  haste,  to 
secure  any  property  the  enemy  might  have  left 
behind,  and  to  discover  something  of  his  lines  of 
retreat.  I  allowed  his  regiment  to  pass  my  com- 
mand ;  but  on  the  spur  of  the  mountain  I  overtook 
the  regiment,  halted,  when  the  Colonel  informed 
me  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  outflanked  his, 
and  his  further  progress  was  debarred.  I  immedi- 
ately threw  forward  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Young  commanding,  to  the  right 
and  higher  up  the  mountain  side  than  the  skir- 
mishers of  Colonel  Adkins  extended,  and  rapidly 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  the  mountain 
side.  No  further  opposition  was  encountered  in 
occupying  Chattanooga,  and  the  Ninety-second 
Illinois  pushed  rapidly  into  the  town,  followed  by 
my  First  and  Third  brigades.  The  Second  bri- 
gade crossed  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  ninth.  The 
colors  of  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio,  of  the  Second 
brigade  of  my  division,  were  the  first  planted  on 
the  works  of  Chattanooga,  having  been  brought 
across  the  river  by  a  few  men  in  a  small  boat 
early  in  the  morning.  Thus  was  this  great  stra- 
tegic position,  the  long-sought  goal,  gained  to  us, 
and  occupied  by  our  troops  ! 

Placing  myself  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  oc- 
cupation in  communication  with  most  intelligent 
and  reliable  citizens,  I  learned  that  a  portion  of 
the  enemy's  troops  had  retreated  b  the  Cove 


y 

road,  and  that  the  remainder,  with  th 
and  the  material  of  war.  had  retreated  by 


e  baggage 
the  Ross- 


ville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  informed  further 
that  Buckner's  command,  which  had  been  posted 
at  Tyner's  Station,  on  the  railway,  had  retreated 
by  Johnson,  to  Ringgold  ;  but  I  subsequently 
learned  that  he  did  not  go  so  far  eastward  as  Ring- 
gold,  but  passed  through  Greysville,  and  thence 
to  Lafayette.  The  bulk  of  these  facts  I  reported 
to  the  commander  of  the  Corps  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  and  by  him  I  am  informed  they  were  com- 
municated to  the  commanding  General.  My  di- 
vision remained  in  Chattanooga  until  the  morning 
of  the  tenth.  I  then  received  an  order  to  detail 
one  brigade  to  occupy  the  town,  and  move  with 
the  other  two  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  the  Ross- 


ville  and  Ringgold  Road.  The  Second  brigade 
was  detailed  to  remain  in  Chattanooga.  At  ten 
A.  M.  of  the  tenth,  I  led  the  First  and  Third  bri- 
gades out  of  Chattanooga,  to  commence  the  pursuit 
of  the  enemy.  At  two  p.  M.  of  that  day  I  ad- 
vised the  Corps  commander  of  the  reported  pres- 
ence of  a  considerable  force  on  my  right  flank, 
and  at  half  past  seven  P.  M.  I  further  advised  him 
that  I  had  taken  a  "  contraband  "  during  the  late 
afternoon,  who  reported  the  bulk  of  the  rebel 
army,  with  General  Bragg  in  person,  at  Gordon's 
Mill,  on  the  Chickamauga,  where  it  is  crossed  by 
the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  I  was  incredu- 
lous of  the  story,  and  so  expressed  myself;  but 
if  true,  it  was  so  important  it  should  be  known, 
that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  report  his  narrative. 
It  is  due  to  the  humble  person  who  furnished  me 
this  invaluable  information  to  record  that  subse- 
quent developments  proved  his  report  to  be 
singularly  accurate  and  correct.  Based  on  my  note 
of  half  past  seven  P.  M.  of  the  tenth,  a  commu- 
nication was  sent  me  by  the  commanding  General 
to  send  a  brigade  by  the  way  of  Rossville,  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill, 
with  a  view  to  verifying  the  truth  of  the  "  contra- 
band's "  report.  The  order  was  received  at  early 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  the  eleventh.  Colonel 
Marker's  brigade  was  immediately  sent  to  execute 
this  service.  About  the  time  Barker's  brigade 
was  moving,  the  Corps  commander  arrived  at  my 
camp.  I  was  directed  by  him  to  move  forward 
with  my  remaining  brigade  two  miles  on  the  Ring- 
gold  road,  and  there  to  await  further  orders.  The 
order  was  obeyed.  At  half  past  three  P.  M.,  while 
awaiting  further  instructions,  I  received  an  order 
from  the  commanding  General  to  move  across  the 
country,  by  the  shortest  and  most,  expeditious 
route,  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road,  to  sup- 
port Colonel  Harker.  Near  the  same  hour  I  re- 
ceived a  note  from  Colonel  Harker,  informing  me 
that  he  had  been  driving  the  enemy  all  day,  and 
had  arrived  within  three  miles  of  Gordon's  Mill. 
I  immediately  sent  him  an  order  to  press  forward 
to  the  mill,  and  informing  him  that  I  would  make 
a  junction  there  with  him  during  the  evening.  The 
junction  was  made,  and  fortunately,  for  Harker 
had  been  driving  his  little  brigade  all  day  against 
a  vastly  superior  force,  the  rear  guard  of  the  ene- 
my's great  army.  A  full  report  of  this  brilliant 
and  dangerous  reconnoissance  has  been  already 
made,  and  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should 
say  more  than  that  it  was  superbly  made. 

When  I  arrived  at  Gordon's  Mill,  at  half  past 
eight  P.  M.,  of  the  eleventh,  the  enemy's  camp  fires 
could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
creek.  Their  light  reflected  over  a  wide  section  of 
the  horizon,  and  extending  upward  on  the  heavens, 
told  that  the  foe  was  present  in  considerable  force. 
It  \vas  my  intention  to  continue  the  pursuit  early 
next  morning,  the  twelfth,  but  till  eiget  o'clock  A.  M. 
the  atmosphere  was  so  loaded  with  haze,  fog,  and 
smoke,  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  a  hundred  yards 
in  advance.  While  I  was  waiting  for  the  atmos- 
phere to  become  sufficiently  clear  to  continue  the 
pursuit  I  received  an  order  to  remain  at  Gordon's 
Mill  until  the  Corps  commander  arrived  there  with 
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the  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps.  This  was 
done  during  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth.  My 
two  brigades  remained  quiet  during  the  thirteenth, 
enjoying  much  needed  rest.  During  the  evening 
of  the  thirteenth  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions 
from  the  commanding  General  to  the  Corps  com- 
mander was  furnished  me  by  the  latter,  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  leave  my  command  at  Gordon's 
Mill,  and  proceed  with  the  other  two  divisions  to 
a  position  on  Missionary  Ridge,  with  a  view  to  fa- 
cilitating the  concentration  with  the  other  corps 
of  the  army.  My  orders  directed  me  to  try  stoutly 
to  maintain  the  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  but  if 
attacked  by  a  superior  force,  to  fall  back  slowly, 
resisting  stoutly,  to  Rossville,  where  it  was  sup- 
posed I  would  be  supported  by  Major-General 
Granger's  force,  in  case  of  extremity ;  and  in  case 
I  should  not  be  supported  at  Rossville  by  Granger, 
I  was  directed  to  select  a  position  guarding  the 
roads  leading  to  Chattanooga  and  around  the 
point  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  hold  them  at  all 
hazards.  Resolved  to  make  the  most  stubborn 
resistance  at  Gordon's  Mill,  I  took  advantage  of 
the  creek,  a  very  strong  and  defensible  position, 
and  barricaded  my  entire  front  and  flanks  strongly. 
So  strengthened,  I  could  have  successfully  resisted 
a  front  attack  of  a  vastly  superior  force. 

With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  firing  on 
my  pickets,  the  enemy  left  me  undisturbed  at 
Gordon's  Mill  till  between  eleven  A.  M.  and 
twelve  M.,  of  Friday,  the  eighteenth  instant.  A 
rapid  advance  of  his  light  troops,  supported  by 
troops  in  a  solid  line  on  my  right  front,  drove  in 
my  pickets  as  far  as  the  creek,  but  no  effort  was 
made  to  pass  the  stream.  Such  an  attempt  would 
have  been  foiled,  and  cost  the  enemy  dearly.  At 
about  one  o'clock  p.  M.  a  force,  apparently  about 
a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  emerged  from  tfce 
woods  on  the  southern  side  of  the  creek,  nearly 
opposite  the  centre  of  my  position,  apparently 
with  the  intention  of  forcing  a  passage  at  the  ford 
near  the  mill.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from 
Bradley's  battery  soon  forced  him  to  relinquish 
this  design,  and  seek  the  shelter  of  the  woods. 
The  enemy  continued  to  hover  in  my  front  during 
the  whole  afternoon,  making,  however,  no  serious 
attempts,  and  I  accordingly  became  reasonably 
satisfied  that  his  demonstrations  were  only  a  mask 
to  his  real  design,  that  of  passing  a  heavy  force 
across  the  creek  lower  down,  with  a  view  to  turn- 
ing our  left,  and  cutting  our  communications  with 
Chattanooga.  I  communicated  my  opinion  on 
this  point  to  the  commanding  General  at  his  head- 
quarters during  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth. 
It  was  verified  by  the  opening  of  a  terrific  engage- 
ment on  our  left  as  early  as  half  past  eight  A.  M.  on 
the  nineteenth ;  troops  had  been  moved  to  our  left 
during  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  to  meet  the 
exigency.  The  battle  continued  throughout  the 
forenoon  and  into  the  afternoon,  but  my  command 
was  left  at  Gordon's  Mill  until  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
At  this  hour  I  received  a  verbal  order  from  the 
Corps  commander,  through  one  of  his  staff,  to 
move  with  my  command,  and  to  take  position,  as 
well  as  I  now  remember,  on  the  right  of  some 
part  of  General  Van  Cleve's  division.  Through- 


out the  entire  preceding  part  of  the  day  I  had 
distinctly  observed  a  considerable  force  in  front 
of  my  position  at  Gordon's  Mill,  and  just  before 
I  had  received  the  order  to  move  into  action  a 
"  contraband  "  came  into  my  lines,  from  whom  I 
learned  that  this  force  was  the  division  of  General 
Bushrod  Johnson. 

Knowing  that  it  would  pass  the  creek  immediately 
on  my  evacuating  my  position,  if  it  should  not  be 
occupied  by  some  other  troops,  I  despatched  one 
of  my  Aids-de-camp  to  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, to  inform  him  of  the  presence  of  this  force  in 
my  then  front,  and  to  suggest  that  at  least  a  bri- 
gade should  be  sent  to  occupy  the  position  so  soon 
as  I  should  vacate  it.  On  his  way  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  commanding  General  my  Aid-de-camp 
encountered  Major-General  McCook,  to  whom  he 
communicated  the  object  of  his  mission  to  head- 
quarters. General  McCook  immediately  ordered 
a  brigade  from  his  corps  to  move  into  position  at 
Gordon's  Mill."  My  Aid-de-camp  rode  on  to 
headquarters  and  reported  what  had  been  done  to 
the  commanding  General,  who  approved  the  dis- 
position. No  delay,  however,  had  occurred  on 
this  account  in  the  movement  of  my  command 
from  Gordon's  Mill.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  order  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  mo- 
tion for  the  scene  of  the  great  conflict.  As  already 
remarked,  the  order  directed  me  to  take  position 
on  the  right  of  General  Van  Cleve's  command,  but 
as  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  position  in  the 
battle,  and  met  no  one  on  my  arrival  on  the  field 
to  enlighten  me,  I  found  myself  much  embarrassed 
for  the  want  of  information,  whereas  I  could  bring 
my  command  judiciously  and  effectively  into  ac- 
tion. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  the  woods,  and  'that 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  gain  information  by 
sight  of  the  arrangement  of  the  troops  already 
engaged. 

This  information  could  only  be  given  by  gen- 
eral and  staff  officers,  posted  in  advance  to  aid  in 
bringing  the  troops  arriving  freshly  on  the  ground 
into  action  properly.  Fortunately,  shortly  after 
my  arrival  on  the  field  I  met  General  Davis,  from 
whom  I  received  some  useful  information  in  regard 
to  the  status  of  the  conflict.  From  him  I  learned 
that  his  left  brigade,  Haynes's,  was  sorely  pressed 
and  needed  assistance.  While  I  was  in  conference 
with  him,  a  staff  officer  informed  him  that  Colonel 
Haynes  reported  he  could  not  maintain  his  position, 
and  at  the  same  instant  I  saw  a  stream  of  fugi- 
tives pouring  out  of  the  woods  across  the  Ross- 
ville and  Lafayette  road,  and  over  the  field  to  the 
west  of  it.  These,  I  learned,  belonged  to  Haynes's 
brigade  of  Davis's  division.  It  was  evident  a  cri- 
sis was  at  hand  ;  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  before 
which  these  men  were  retiring,  must  be  checked 
at  once,  or  the  army  would  be  cut  in  twain.  De- 
siring Major  Mendenhall,  of  the  Corps  comman- 
der's staff,  who  chanced  to  be  near  me  at  the  mo- 
ment, to  go  and  rally  the  fugitives  rushing  across 
the  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  I  at  once 
commenced  my  dispositions  to  check  the  advan- 

ig  foe.  When  I  first  met  General  Davis  on  the 
field  I  had  inquired  of  him  where  the  fight  was. 
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He  pointed  into  the  woods,  whence  the  roar  and 
rattle  of  a  very  sharp  musketry  fire  resounded, 
and  told  me  that  Haynes's  brigade  was  heavily 
engaged  in  there.  I  immediately  directed  Col- 
onel Harker  to  form  his  brigade  in  battle  array 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Rossville  and  Lafayette  road, 
advance  into  the  woods,  and  engage  the  enemy. 
But  the  evidence  immediately  brought  to  my  no- 
tice, that  Haynes's  brigade  was  retiring,  made  a 
change  in  this  position  necessary.  I  consequent- 
ly directed  Colonel  Harker  to  throw  forward  his 
right,  holding  his  left  as  a  pivot  on  the  road,  thus 
giving  his  line  an  oblique  direction  to  the  road, 
and  then  advance  his  whole  line.  By  this  dispo- 
sition I  hoped  to  be  able  to  take  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing force  in  flank.  These  dispositions,  though 
expeditiously  made,  were  scarcely  completed,  when 
a  staff  officer  rode  up,  and  reported  that  the  en- 
emy had  gained  the  road  and  was  advancing  up  it 
in  the  direction  of  Gordon's  Mill.  This  informa- 
tion rendered  necessary  a  further  change  in  the 
arrangement  of  Barker's  brigade.  I  ordered  him 
to  refuse  his  left,  which  brought  the  left  half  of  his 
line  at  right  angles  to  the  road,  and  gave  to  his 
whole  front  the  form  of  a  broken  line,  with  the 
apex  towards  the  enemy.  In  this  shape  he  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him 
between  a  half  and  three  fourths  of  a  mile.  I  fol- 
lowed his  advance  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  finding 
he  was  doing  well,  as  well  as  having  perfect  con- 
fidence in  his  ability  to  handle  his  brigade,  I  re- 
marked to  him  that  I  would  then  leave  him  and 
go  to  look  after  my  other  brigade,  Colonel  Buell 
commanding,  which  had  followed  Barker's  to  the 
field  of  battle.  For  the  details  of  the  severe  con- 
flict through  which  Harker's  brigade  passed  at 
this  stage  of  the  battle,  for  an  account  of  the  val- 
uable service  it  rendered  in  checking  the  force 
which  threatened  to  cut  the  right  of  the  army  from 
the  left,  for  a  report  of  the  heavy  loss  of  gallant 
officers  and  men  which  occurred  here,  and  for  a 
description  of  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the  bri- 
gade was  extricated  from  the  perils  by  which  it 
became  environed  from  encountering  in  its  advance 
a  vastly  superior  force,  I  must  refer  to  the  more 
detailed  report  of  Colonel  Harker.  The  list  of 
casualties  attests  the  severity  of  the  fighting.  The 
gallant  commander  himself  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him.  Bradley's  battery,  attached  to  Har- 
ker's brigade,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  woods 
into  which  the  brigade  advanced,  did  not  accom- 
pany it.  The'  signal  service  which  this  battery 
rendered  at  a  later  period  of  the  action  will  be 
chronicled  at  the  proper  time.  Leaving  Harker's 
brigade,  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Col- 
onel Buell  to  halt  and  form  his  brigade.  When  I 
first  met  General  Davis  on  the  field  of  battle, 
I  was  informed  by  him  that  Carlin's  brigade  of 
his  division  was  hotly  engaged  in  the  woods  in 
advance,  or  eastward,  of  the  cornfield  in  which 
our  meeting  occurred.  The  sharp  and  quick  rat- 
tle of  musketry  fully  assured  the  correctness  of 
the  statement.  Seeing  no  other  reserve  at  hand, 
and  assured  that  both  Harker  and  Carlin  were 
seriously  engaged,  I  determined  to  hold  Buell's 
brigade  in  hand  to  meet  emergencies.  And  it 


was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  ere  long  Carlin's  bri- 
gade was  swept  back  out  of  the  woods,  across  the 
cornfield,  and  into  the  woods  beyond  the  field  on 
the  western  side  of  the  road,  carrying  everything 
away  with  it.  When  I  observed  the  rush  across 
the  cornfield,  I  was  near  to  the  One  Hundredth  Illi- 
nois. With  a  view  to  checking  the  advancing 
and  exultant  enemy,  I  ordered  Colonel  Bartleson, 
commanding  One  Hundredth  Illinois,  to  fix  bay- 
onets and  charge  on  the  foe.  The  bayonets  were 
properly  fixed,  and  the  regiment  had  just  com- 
menced to  advance,  when  it  was  struck  by  a  crowd 
of  fugitives,  and  swept  away  in  the  general  melange. 
The  whole  of  Buell's  brigade  was  thus  carried  off 
its  feet.  It  was  necessary  that  it  should  fall  back 
across  the  narrow  field  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  under  whose  cover 
it  rallied.  As  soon  as  possible  it  was  formed  along 
the  fence  separating  the  field  from  the  woods,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  a  part  of  Carlin's  brigade,  and  a 
regiment  of  Wilder's  brigade,  dismounted,  re- 
pulsed the  enemy.  This  result  was  greatly  con- 
tributed to  by  the  heavy  and  most  effective  fire,  at 
short  range,  of  Bradley's  and  Estep's  batteries. 
At  this  critical  moment  these  two  batteries  were 
most  splendidly  served.  The  narrow  field  separat- 
ing the  woods  on  the  west  from  the  Rossville  and 
Lafayette  road  is  scarcely  two  hundred  yards 
wide.  Buell's  brigade  was  formed  just  east  of 
the  road,  when  it  was  struck  by  Carlin's  brigade  ; 
it  hence  had  to  retire,  but  the  distance  of  less 
than  two  hundred  yards  to  get  the  shelter  of  the 
woods  for  re-forming.  But  in  crossing  this  nar- 
row space  it  suffered  terribly.  The  killed  and 
wounded  were  thickly  strewn  on  the  ground. 
Captain  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  of  my  staff, 
was  struck  by  a  ball  and  knocked  from  his  horse 
by*  my  side. 

So  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  I  addressed 
myself  to  forming  Colonel  Buell's  brigade,  for  the 

Sirpose  of  advancing  it  to  recover  the  lost  ground, 
rder  being  restored,  and  a  sufficiently  solid  for- 
mation acquired  to  warrant  an  advance,  I  led  the 
brigade  back  in  person,  and  reoccupied  the 
ground  from  which  it  had  been  forced,  the  side  on 
which  it  was  orignally  formed. 

In  this  advance  my  horse  was  twice  shot,  the 
second  one  proving  fatal.  I  dismounted  one  of 
my  orderlies  near  me  and  took  his  horse.  In  this 
advance  a  portion  of  Carlin's  brigade  participated, 
led  by  General  Carlin.  Estep's  battery,  attached 
to  Buell's  brigade,  accompanied  the  advance. 
Scarcely  had  the  lost  ground  been  repossessed, 
when  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  cornfield,  and  commenced  to 
cross  it.  He  was  formed  in  two  lines,  and  "  ad- 
vanced firing."  The  appearance  of  his  force  was 
large.  Fortunately  reinforcements  were  at  hand. 
A  compact  brigade,  of  Sheridan's  division,  not 
hitherto  engaged,  was  at  the  moment  crossing  the 
field  in  the  rear  of  the  position  then  occupied  by 
Buell's  brigade  and  the  portion  of  Carlin's.  This 
fresh  brigade  advanced  handsomely  into  action, 
and  joining  its  fire  to  that  of  the  other  troops, 
most  materially  aided  in  repelling  a  most  danger- 
ous attack.  But  this  was  not  done  until  con- 
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siderable  loss  had  been  inflicted  on  us.  The  enemy 
advanced  near  enough  to  cut  down  so  many  horses 
in  Estep's  battery  that  he  could  not  bring  off  his 
guns ;  but  as  our  infantry  held  its  ground,  they 
did  not  fall  in.to  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

After  the  attack  had  been  repelled  some  of  the 
men  of  the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  kindly 
drew  the  pieces  to  the  ravine,  or  rather  dip  in  the 
ground  in  rear  of  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery 
was  posted,  where  Captain  Estep  retook  possession 
of  them.  For  this  act  of  soldierly  fraternity  and 
kindness  I  desire  publicly  and  officially  to  return 
my  thanks,  and  those  of  my  division,  to  the  troops 
who  rendered  it,  and  I  only  regret  that  I  do  not 
know  the  number  of  the  brigade  and  the  name  of 
its  commander,  that  I  might  more  distinctly  sig- 
nalize them  in  my  report.  The  day  was  now  far 
spent,  in  truth,  it  was  now  near  sunset.  No  fur- 
ther serious  demonstrations  were  made  by  the 
enemy  on  our  immediate  front.  The  troops  were 
posted  in  a  strong  position  to  resist  a  night  at- 
tack, the  brigade  of  Sheridan's  division  and  Buell's 
brigade  being  in  juxtaposition,  the  former  on  the 
right  and  the  latter  on  the  left. 

Harker's  brigade  was  held  as  a  reserve  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road,  and  Bradley's  battery  was  posted  near  to  it, 
to  cover  the  troops  in  the  front  line.  Just  after 
nightfall  a  sharp  fire  ran  along  the  line,  caused  by 
some  movement  of  the  enemy,  which  at  first  was 
taken  for  an  advance,  but  in  the  end  proved  it  to 
be  nothing  more  than  a  picket  demonstration. 
Jaded,  worn,  and  thirsty,  the  men  laid  down  to 
pass  a  cheerless,  comfortless  night  on  the  battle- 
field. It  affords  me  much  pleasure  here  to  record 
a  Samaritan  deed  rendered  to  my  division  during 
the  night  by  Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Indiana,  and  a  part  of  his  mounted  regiment. 
The  men  were  very  thirsty,  but  the  distance  to 
water  was  so  great  that  but  a  few  could  hope  to 
get  permission  to  go  for  it.  During  the  night 
Colonel  Harrison  brought  us  some  four  hundred 
canteens  of  good  water.  They  were  distributed 
among  my  men  as  equitably  as  possible,  and 
proved  the  cooling  drop  to  the  thirsty  soldiers. 
Estep's  battery  was  refitted  during  the  night,  and 
was  ready  for  service  the  next  morning.  Between 
midnight  and  daylight  of  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  I  received  an  order  to  move  my  com- 
mand to  a  position  on  the  slope  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  to  be  held  there  as  a  part  of  the  reserve  of 
the  army  in  the  coming  conflict  of  the  morning. 

The  movement  was  quietly  and  successfully 
made.  In  the  early  morning  I  was  directed  to 
move  my  division  to  the  eastward  from  the  slope 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  take  the  position  hitherto 
occupied  by  Negley's  division,  keeping  my  left  in 
constant  communication  with  General  Brannan's 
right.  Colonel  Barnes's  brigade  of  Van  Cleve's 
division  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  service 
during  the  day. 

Placing  his  brigade  on  the  left,  Harker's  in  the 
centre,  and  Buell's  on  the  right,  (the  whole  formed 
in  two  lines,  the  first  one  deployed,  the  second 
one  in  double  column  closed  in  mass,  with  their 
batteries  following  and  supporting,)  I  advanced 


my  command,  and  occupied  the  position  assigned. 
In  doing  so  I  met  with  no  opposition  from  the 
enemy.  I  was  instructed  not  to  invite  an  attack, 
but  to  be  prepared  to  repel  any  effort  of  the 
enemy.  In  throwing  out  skirmishers  to  cover 
my  front  I  aroused  the  enemy,  and  had  quite  a 
sharp  affair  with  him.  By  a  very  imprudent  ad- 
vance of  his  regiment  at  this  moment,  done  with- 
out an  order,  Colonel  Bartleson  (moving  him- 
self in  advance  of  his  troops)  was  shot  from  his 
horse,  and  either  killed  or  very  severely  wounded ; 
it  was  imposssble  to  decide  which,  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  place  where  he  fell  to  the 
enemy's  lines.  He  was  an  accomplished  and  gal- 
lant officer,  and  a  high-toned,  pure-minded  gentle- 
man. His  loss  is  a  serious  disadvantage  to  his 
regiment  and  to  the  service.  The  position  my 
command  then  occupied  closed  the  gap  in  our 
lines  between  Sheridan's  left  and  Brannan's  right. 
Although  I  had  not  been  at  all  seriously  engaged 
at  any  time  during  the  morning,  I  was  well  satis- 
fied that  the  enemy  was  in  considerable  force  in 
my  immediate  front,  consequently  I  was  extremely 
vigilant.  Such  was  the  status  of  the  battle  in  my 
immediate  vicinity  when  I  received  the  following 
order :  " 

HEADQUARTERS,  D.  C.,  > 
September  20,  10.45  A.  M.     ) 

Brigadier-General  Wood,  commanding  Division: 
The  General  commanding  directs  that  you  close 
up  on  Reynolds  as  fast  as  possible,  and  support 
him.  Respectfully,  &c., 

FRANK  J.  BOND, 

Major,  ahd  A.  D.  C. 

I  received  the  order  about  eleven  o'clock.  At 
the  moment  of  its  receipt  I  was  a  short  distance 
in  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  command.  General 
McCook  was  with  me  when  I  received  it.  I  in- 
formed him  that  I  would  immediately  carry  it  into 
execution,  and  suggested  that  he  should  close  up 
his  command  rapidly  on  my  right  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  a  gap  in  our  lines.  He  said  he 
would  do  so,  and  immediately  rode  away.  I  im- 
mediately despatched  my  staff  officers  to  the  bri- 
gade commanders  with  the  necessary  orders,  and 
the  movement  was  at  once  begun.  Reynolds's  di- 
vision was  posted  on  the  left  of  Brannan's  division, 
which,  in  turn,  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  posi- 
tion I  was  just  quitting.  I  had  consequently  to 
pass  my  command  in  rear  of  Brannan's  division  to 
close  upon  and  go  to  the  support  of  Reynolds. 
So  soon  as  I  had  got  the  command  well  in  motion 
I  rode  forward  to  find  General  Reynolds,  and  learn 
where  and  how  it  was  desired  to  bring  my  com- 
mand into  action.  I  did  not  find  General  Rey- 
nolds, but  in  my  search  for  him  I  met  Major- 
General  Thomas,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
order  I  had  received  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
ral,  and  desired  to  know  where  I  should  move 
my  command  to  support  General  Reynolds.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  replied  that  General  Reynolds  did 
not  need  support,  but  that  I  had  better  move 
to  the  support  of  General  Baird,  posted  on  our 
extreme  left,  and  who  needed  assistance.  I  ex- 
hibited my  order  to  him',  and  asked  whether  he 
would  take  the  responsibility  of  changing  it.  He 
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replied  he  would,  and  I  then  informed  him  I  \vould 
move  my  command  to  the  support  of  General 
Baird.  I  requested  General  Thomas  to  furnish 
me  a  staff  officer  to  conduct  it  to,  and  report  it  to 
General  Baird.  I  then  rode  to  the  other  two  bri- 
gades, for  the  purpose  of  following  with  them  in 
the  rear  of  Barnes's  brigade  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Baird.  When  I  rejoined  them  I  found 
the  valley  south  of  them  swarming  with  the 
enemy.  It  appears  that  when  I  moved  my  com- 
mand to  go  to  the  support  of  General  Reynolds 
that  the  gap  thus  made  in  our  lines  was  not  closed 
by  the  troops  on  my  right,  and '  that  the  enemy 
poured  through  it  very  soon  in  great  force.  The 
head  of  his  column  struck  the  right  of  Buell's 
brigade,  and  cutting  off  a  portion  of  it,  forced  it 
over  the  adjacent  ridge,  whence  it  retired,  as  I 
have  subsequently  learned,  with  the  vast  mass  of 
fugitives  from  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right 
towards  Rossville.  In  moving  to  the  support  of 
General  Reynolds,  naturally  following  the  shortest 
route,  I  moved  through  the  woods.  My  two  bat- 
teries, Estep's  and  Bradley's,  could  not  follow  their 
brigades  through  the  woods,  and  consequently 
were  compelled  to  make  a  short  detour  to  the  left 
to  get  into  the  open  fields  on  the  slope  of  the 
ridge,  intending  to  move  thence  parallel  to  their 
brigades.  But  they  were  caught  in  the  move- 
ment by  the  rapidly  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Estep's  guns  were  captured,  (in  the 
neighborhood  of  infantry  on  the  right,  which,  as 
I  understand,  might  have  supported  him  if  it  had 
stood,)  while  Bradley's  battery,  more  fortunate, 
succeeded  in  getting  over  the  ridge,  and  drew  off 
towards  Rossville,  with  the  tide  of  fugitives  setting 
strongly  in  that  direction. 

For  further  details  in  regard  to  the  movement 
of  the  batteries  at  this  stage  of  the  action,  I  must 
refer  to  the  reports  of  Captains  Bradley  and  Es- 
tep.  I  will  only  remark,  that  while  their  move- 
ments did  not  occur  under  my  immediate  obser- 
vation, but  took  place  beyond  the  reach  of  my 
infantry  support,  I  am  fully  satisfied  from  all  I 
have  learned  that  neither  Captain  Bradley  nor 
Estep  can  be  censured  for  what  occurred.  When 
I  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  in  the  valley 
south  of  my  command  I  at  once  divided  his  inten- 
tion, and  appreciated  the  terrible  hazard  to  our 
army,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt  action.  His 
object  wras  clear.  Having  turned  our  right,  and 
separated  a  portion  of  our  forces  from  the  main 
body,  he  was  seeking  the  rear  of  our  solid  line  of 
battle  to  attack  it  in  reverse,  hoping  thus  to  cut 
our  communication  with  Chattanooga,  and  capture 
and  destroy  the  bulk  of  the  army.  I  had  with  me 
at  the  time  but  one  brigade  —  Barker's,  and  a  por- 
tion of  Buell's.  I  immediately  formed  a  line  across 
the  valley,  facing  southward,  determined  if  possible 
to  cjieck  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  in 
Aill  and  in  plain  view  in  the  open  fields,  and  it  was 
evident  his  force  far  outnumbered  mine.  But  I 
felt  this  was  no  time  to  be  comparing  numbers. 
The  enemy,  at  all  hazards,  must  be  checked !  I  was 
without  the  support  of  artillery,  and  knew  I  had 
to  depend  alone  on  the  musket.  I  formed  my  line 
in  a  skirt  of  woods  reaching  across  the  valley.  In 


front  of  me  was  the  open  field,  across  which  the 
;he  enemy  was  advancing.  It  was  a  matter  of 
jreat  importance  to  get  possession  of  the  fence 
vhich  bounded  this  field  on  the  northern  side. 
Vly  line,  as  formed,  was  some  one  hundred  and 
ifty  or  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fence  north  of 
t,  while  the  enemy's  lines  were  perhaps  as  much 
as  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  south  of  it.  In 
)erson  I  ordered  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
ifth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke  commanding,  to  ad- 
ance  and  seize  the  fence.  There  was  a  momen- 
;ary  hesitation  in  the  regiment  to  go  forward.  Its 
gallant  Colonel  immediately  rode  in  front  of  the 
centre  of  his  regiment,  and  taking  off  his  hat, 
called  on  his  men  to  advance.  His  regiment  gal- 
antly  responded  by  a  prompt  advance,  as  men 
ever  will  under  the  inspiration  of  such  leadership. 
The  enemy  quickly  lined  the  fence,  when  a  sharp 
ire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Mcllvain  commanding,  fol- 
.owed,  and  formed  along  the  fence  on  the  left  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio. 

This  bold  and  rapid  offensive  movement  seemed 
;o  take  the  enemy  by  surprise,  and  disconcert  his 
movements,  for  his  hitherto  advancing  lines  halted. 
The  other  regiments,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  and  Third 
regiment,  Major  Brown  commanding  the  former, 
and  Colonel  Dunlap  the  latter,  of  Harker's  bri- 
gade, with  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  of  Colonel 
Buell's  brigade,  Emler  commanding,  were  formed 
on  the  right  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth 
Ohio,  higher  up  the  fence,  and  on  a  hill  domi- 
nating the  field  in  which  the  enemy  had  halted. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  and 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  again  advanced,  and  took  posi- 
tion behind  a  copse  of  wood  near  the  centre  of 
;he  field,  the  now  debated  ground  of  the  contend- 
ing bodies.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  this 
moment  were  so  singular,  and  his  blurred,  and 
greasy,  and  dusty  uniform  so  resembled  our  own 
when  travel-stained,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  it 
was  expected  a  part  of  McCook's  command  would 
come  from  that  direction,  (the  terrible  disaster  to 
his  force  on  the  right  not  then  being  known  by  us,) 
that  for  a  few  minutes  the  impression  prevailed, 
and  the  cry  ran  along  my  line,  that  the  troops  in 
front  of  us  were  our  own.  I  ordered  the  firing  to 
cease ;  the  thought  of  firing  on  our  comrades  in 
arms  being  too  horrible  to  contemplate.  In  a  few 
minutes,  however,  the  delusion  was  dispelled,  the 
enemy  commencing  to  advance  in  a  way  that  left 
no  doubt  of  his  identity,  for  he  advanced  firing  on 
us.  I  do  not  mention  this  mistake  on  account  of 
its  possessing  any  particular  importance  per  se,  but 
rather  record  it  as  an  instance  of  the  strange  delu- 
sions which  sometimes  occur  on  the  battle-field 
without  any  sufficient  cause,  and  without  the  possi- 
bility of  a  reasonable  explanation.  This  mistake 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  enemy  was  prob- 
ably not  more  than  three  hundred,  certainly  not 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  and 
was  halted  in  a  broad  open  field.  But  for  the 
mistake  we  could  have  punished  him  most  severely 
at  the  time  he  was  halted.  The  hour  was  now 
about  high  noon,  possibly  it  may  have  been  as  late 
as  half  past  twelve  P.  M. 
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When  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  and 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  advanced  to  the  copse  in  the 
open  field,  I  ordered  Colonel  Opdyke  to  line  the 
southern  side  of  the  copse  with  skirmishers,  with  a 
view  to  annoying  and  delaying  the  progress  of  the 
enemy.  As  he  advanced  he  inclined  to  his  left,  evi- 
dently with  the  intention  of  outflanking  my  line  and 
turning  my  right.  This  movement  of  the  enemy 
made  it  necessary  I  should  gain  a  position  in 
which  I  could  form  a  shorter  and  more  compact 
line,  in  which  my  right  would  be  more  protected 
by  natural  obstacles.  I  accordingly  retired  my 
little  command  to  a  narrow  and  short  ridge  which 
shoots  out  nearly  at  right  angles  as  a  spur  from 
the  general  ridge,  which  is  parallel  to  the  Ross- 
ville  and  Lafayette  road.  The  short  and  narrow 
ridge  extends  athwart  the  valley  in  nearly  an  east 
and  west  course. 

The  abpfutness  of  the  declivity  on  either  side 
of  it  almost  gives  to  this  ridge  the  quality  of  a  natu- 
ral parapet.  Troops  holding  it  could  load  and  fire 
behind,  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  then 
advance  to  the  crest  of  it  to  deliver  a  plunging 
fire  on  the  fore. 

In  addition,  there  was  a  moral  effect  in  its  com- 
mand over  the  ground  south  of  it,  which  inspired 
the  courage  of  the  troops  holding  it.  Here  I  de- 
termined to  make  an  obstinate  and  determined 
stand.  When  General  Brannan's  right  was  turned, 
(by  the  opening  of  the  gap  in  our  lines,  by  the 
movement  of  my  division  to  support  General  Rey- 
nolds,) he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the 
general  ridge  in  closing  on  the  west,  the  valley  in 
which  the  great  battle  was  fought,  which  ridge,  as 
'already  remarked,  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the 
Rossville  and  Lafayette  road.  When  I  took  posi- 
tion in  the  narrow  ridge,  extending  partially  across 
the  valley,  with  Barker's  brigade,  General  Brannan 
formed  his  command  on  my  right,  and  higher  up 
on  the  *main  ridge,  thus  giving  to  our  united  lines 
something  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent, 
with  the  concavity  towards  the  enemy.  This  dis- 
position gave  us  a  converging  fire  on  the  attacking 
columns.  When  my  arrangements  in  this  position 
were  concluded,  it  was  probably  one  P.  M.,  or  a 
little  after.  The  enemy  did  not  leave  us  long  in 
the  quiet  possession  of  our  new  position.  Soon  a 
most  obstinate  and  determined  attack  was  made, 
which  was  handsomely  repulsed.  Similar  attacks 
were  continued  at  intervals  throughout  the  entire 
afternoon. 

To  describe  each  one  in  detail  would  be  unne- 
cessary, and  only  add  useless  prolixity  to  my  re- 
port. But  I  deem  it  proper  to  signalize  one  of 
these  attacks  specially.  It  occurred  about  four 
o'clock,  and  lasted  about  thirty  minutes.  It  was 
unquestionably  the  most  terrific  musketry  duel  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  Marker's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines.  The  regiments  were  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  alternately,  and 
delivered  their  fire  by  volley  at  the  command,  re- 
tiring a  few  paces  behind  it,  after  firing,  to  reload. 

The  continued  roar  of  the  very  fiercest  mus- 
ketry fire  inspired  a  sentiment  of  grandeur,  in 
which  the  awful  and  the  sublime  were  intermin- 
gled. But  the  enemy  were  repulsed  in  this  fierce 


attack,  and  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  still  in  our 
possession. 

Finally  the  evening  shades  descended  and  spread 
the  drapery  of  moonlight  over  the  hardly  con- 
tested field.  The  battle  ceased,  and  my  command 
still  held  the  position  it  had  taken  about  one 
o'clock,  maintaining  with  glorious  courage  a  most 
unequal  contest  in  point  of  numbers. 

But  our  inferiority  did  not  seem  to  appall  my 
men.  Their  courage  and  steadfast  resolution  rose 
with  the  occasion.  I  do  not  believe  that  history 
affords  an  instance  of  a  more  splendid  resistance 
than  that  made  by  Harker's  brigade,  and  a  por- 
tion of  BuelPs  brigade,  from  one  o'clock  P.  M.  on 
the  twentieth  to  nightfall.  A  part  of  the  contest 
was  witnessed  by  that  able  and  distinguished 
commander,  Major-General  Thomas. 

I  think  it  must  have  been  two  o'clock  P.  M. 
when  he  came  to  where  my  command  was  so  hotly 
engaged.  His  presence  was  most  welcome.  The 
men  saw  him,  felt  they  were  battling  under 
the  eye  of  a  great  chieftain,  and  their  courage  and 
resolotion  received  fresh  inspiration  from  this  con- 
sciousness. At  a  most  opportune  hour  in  the  af- 
ternoon, probably  between  two  and  three  o'clock, 
Major-General  Granger  arrived  on  the  field  with 
two  brigades  of  fresh  troops,  of  the  division  of  Gen- 
eral Steadman.  They  were  brought  into  action  on 
the  right  of  General  Brannan,  (who  was  on  my 
right,)  and  rapidly  drove  the  enemy  before  them. 
This  movement  very  considerably  relieved  the 
pressure  on  my  front.  The  gallant  bearing  of 
General  Granger  during  the  whole  of  this  most 
critical  part  of  the  contest  was  a  strong  reenforce- 
mentV  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  signalize 
the  presence  with  my  command  for  a  length  of 
time  during  the  afternoon  (present  during  the 
period  of  the  hottest  fighting)  of  another  distin- 
guished officer,  Brigadier-General  Garfield,  chief 
of  staff.  After  the  disastrous  rout  on  the  right, 
General  Garfield  made  his  way  back  to  the  battle- 
field, (showing  thereby  that  the  road  was  open  to 
all  who  might  chose  to  follow  it  to  where  duty 
called,)  and  came  to  where  my  command  was  en- 
gaged. The  brigade  which  made  so  determined 
a  resistance  on  the  crest  of  the  narrow  ridge  dur- 
ing all  that  long  September  afternoon  had  been 
commanded  by  General  Garfield,  when  he  be- 
longed to  my  division.  The  men  remarked  his 
presence  with  much  satisfaction,  and  were  de- 
lighted that  he  was  a  witness  of  the  splendid 
fighting  they  were  doing.  Early  in  the  afternoon 
my  command  was  joined  by  portions  of  two  regi- 
ments belonging  to  Van  Cleve's  division,  the 
Seventeenth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Stout  command- 
ing, and  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Aldrick  commanding.  The  fact  that 
these  parts  of  regiments,  preserving  the  form  of  a 
regimental  organization,  did  not  leave  the  field 
after  the  disaster  on  the  right,  when  so  many- 
other  troops  fled  from  the  contest,  is  certainly 
most  creditable  to  them.  This  fact  also  affords 
very  just  ground  for  the  inference,  that  if  a  more 
determined  effort  had  been  made  by  the  officers, 
many  other  regiments  that  left  the  field  might 
have  been  kept  on  it.  The  remains  of  the  two 
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regiments  most  nobly  and  gallantly  aided  my 
command  in  repulsing  the  separated  attacks  of 
the  enemy.  The  Forty-fourth  Indiana  bore  it- 
self with  special  gallantry.  I  should  do  injustice 
to  my  feelings  were  I  to  omit  to  record  the 
splendid  resistance  made  on  my  right  by  General 
Brannan  and  his  command.  It  was  the  ne  plus 
ultra  of  defensive  fighting. 

About  seven  P.  M.  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Thomas  to  withdraw  my  command  from 
the  field,  and  retire  to  Rossville.  The  order  was 
obeyed  without  noise,  without  confusion,  and 
without  disaster. 

My  command  left  the  field,  not  because  it  was 
beaten,  but  in  obedience  to  an  order. 

With  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  it  could 
have  renewed  the  contest  next  morning.  And 
here  I  can  appropriately  return  my  thanks  to  Ma- 
jor-General  Granger  for  a  timely  supply  of  am- 
munition given  me  during  the  afternoon,  when 
that  in  the  cartridge-boxes  and  men's  pockets  was 
reduced  to  two  or  three  rounds  per  man,  and  when 
the  prospect  of  being  reduced  to  the  bayonet  alone, 
as  a  means  of  defence,  seemed  inevitable.  My 
own  ammunition  train  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
rout  from  the  right. 

My  command  reached  Rossville  about  ten  P.  M., 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  next 
morning,  the  twenty-first,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
I  took  a  strong  position  on  Missionary  Ridge. 
Strong  barricades  against  an  infantry  assault  were 
at  once  made.  During  the  day  there  was  some 
light  firing  on  my  picket  front,  but  nothing 
serious  ;  the  enemy  was,  however,  evidently  in  con- 
siderable force  in  my  front.  At  ten  P.  M.,  on  the 
twenty-first,  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
left  its  position  on  Missionary  Ridge,  and  withdrew 
to  this  place.  Early  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty- 
second,  it  occupied  its  present  position  in  the  line 
of  defences,  and  has  since  been  most  constantly 
and  actively  engaged  in  strengthening  them. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  I  re- 
turn my  thanks  for  their  gallant  bearing,  soldierly 
conduct,  and  steadfast  courage,  exhibited  both  in 
the  contests  of  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  and  Sun- 
day, the  twentieth.  Their  conduct  on  both  days 
deserves  all  praise,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  commanding  General.  There 
were  undoubtedly  instances  of  individual  miscon- 
duct which  deserve  reprehension,  but  as  a  whole 
the  behavior  of  the  command  was  most  satisfac- 
tory. Of  the  numerious  killed  and  wounded  I 
would  gladly  speak  by  name,  but  the  list  is  too 
numerous.  To  do  so  would  extend  my  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  length.  I  can  only  here  ex- 
press my  sincere  condolence  with  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  the  gallant  dead  and  wounded.  The 
regiments  and  batteries  in  my  command  repre- 
sented the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mich- 
igan, and  Kentucky.  The  citizens  of  these  great 
and  loyal  states  have  much  cause  to  be  proud  of 
their  representatives  in  the  late  great  conflict. 
They  may  safely  trust  their  honor  and  the  public 
weal  to  such  representatives. 

For  the  special  commendation  by  name  of  the 
more  subordinate  officers  and  men  who  distin- 


guished themselves,  I  must  refer  the  commanding 
General  to  the  reports  of  my  brigade  commanders, 
Colonels  Harker  arid  Buell,  with  their  accompany- 
ing documents,  the  sub-reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders. Where  so  great  a  portion  of  my  com- 
mand behaved  well,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish 
officers  by  name,  and  perhaps  may  be  regarded  as 
making  an  invidious  distinction.  Nevertheless  I 
consider  it  my  duty,  on  account  of  their  distin- 
guished services,  to  commend  to  the  notice  of  the 
commanding  General,  Colonel  Dunlap,  command- 
ing Third  Kentucky,  Colonel  Mcllvain,  command- 
ing Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Opdyke,  command- 
ing One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  and 
Captain  Bradley,  commanding  Sixth  Ohio  battery. 
I  desire  to  commend  Colonel  Opdyke  especially  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  commanding 
General.  The  record  of  his  regiment,  a  compara- 
tively new  one,  and  never  before  in  a  general  en- 
gagement, in  the  late  battle,  will,  I  am  sure,  com- 
pare most  favorably  with  that  of  the  most  veteran 
regiment  engaged.  The  credit  is  mainly  due  to 
the  Colonel  commanding.  His  untiring  zeal  and 
devoted  attention  to  his  regiment  have  brought 
forth  fruit  worthy  of  its  efforts.  I  commend  him 
to  the  commanding  General  as  an  officer  capable 
and  worthy  of  commanding  a  brigade.  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  the  First  brigade  of  my  divis- 
ion, has  exercised  this  command  about  three 
months.  He  bore  himself  with  great  gallantry 
on  the  field,  both  on  Saturday,  the  nineteenth, 
and  Sunday,  the  twentieth.  With  a  little  more 
experience  he  will  make  an  excellent  Brigadier- 
General,  and  should  receive  the  promotion.  In 
my  report  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  I  especially 
signalized  the  services  of  Colonel  Harker,  com- 
manding the  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  and 
earnestly  recommended  him  for  promotion,  both 
as  a  reward  for  his  merits  and  as  an  act  of  simple 
justice.  In  the  late  campaign  he  peculiarly  dis- 
tinguished himself.  He  made  two  of  the  most 
daring  and  brilliant  reconnoissances  of  the  cam- 
paign, reconnoissances  almost  without  a  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  warfare  ;  and  his  personal  gallantry 
on  the  battle-field,  the  skilful  manner  in  which  he 
handled  his  brigade,  holding  it  well  together  when 
so  many  other  troops  broke,  and  his  general  good 
conduct,  are  beyond  all  praise.  To  speak  of  his 
services  in  the  language  of  what  I  conceive  would 
be  just  encomium,  might  be  considered  fulsome 
praise.  I  earnestly  recommend  him  for  immedi- 
ate promotion  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General. 

Returns  herewith  submitted  show  that  I  went 
into  action  on  Saturday  with  an  effective  force  of 
men  and  officers  of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
five.  The  return  of  casualties  shows  that  my  com- 
mand lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  absolutely  known 
to  be  such,  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  ;  and 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  one  thousand 
and  thirty-five.  Taking  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  actually  known,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
twenty-eight  and  eighty  one  hundredths  per  cent. 
(28.80)  of  the  effective  force  with  which  I  went 
into  action.  But  it  is  fair  to  presume,  as  we  re- 
tired from  the  field  Sunday  evening,  that  many  of 
the  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  reported  missing, 
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were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  that  their 
bodies  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Taking 
the  number  of  the  killed,  and  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, it  will  be  found  to  be  thirty-four  and  ninety 
one-hundredths  (34.90)  per  cent,  of  my  whole 
command.  These  figures  show  an  almost  unpar- 
alleled loss.  They  attest  the  severity  of  the  con- 
flicts through  which  my  command  passed  on  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth.  The  record  of  its  par- 
ticipation in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chickamauga 
is  written  in  blood.  Before  closing  my  report,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
manding General  certain  facts  which  fell  under  my 
observation  during  the  progress  of  the  conflict  on 
the  twentieth.  As  I  was  moving  along  the  valley 
with  my  command,  to  the  support  of  General  Rey- 
nolds, in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding General,  I  observed  on  my  left  (to  the 
west  of  me)  a  force  posted  high  up  the  ridge.  I 
inquired  what  force  it  was,  and  was  informed  it  was 
a  part  of  a  brigade  of  General  Negley's  division. 
I  was  informed  that  General  Negley  was  with  this 
force  in  person.  I  remember  seeing  distinctly  a 
battery  on  the  hill-side  with  the  troops.  At  the 
time,  it  was  certainly  out  of  the  reach  of  any  fire 
from  the  enemy.  This  was  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  day.  A  little  later  in  the 
day,  perhaps  a  half  or  three  fourths  of  an  hour, 
when  I  became  seriously  engaged,  as  already  de- 
scribed, with  the  large  hostile  force  that  pierced 
our  lines  and  turned  Brannan's  right,  compelling 
him  to  fall  back,  I  looked  for  the  force  I  had  seen 
posted  on  the  ridge,  and  which,  as  already  re- 
marked, I  had  been  informed  was  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Negley's  division,  hoping,  if  I  became  severely 
pressed,  it  might  reenforce  me,  for  I  was  resolved 
to  check  the  enemy  if  possible.  But  it  had  entirely 
disappeared.  Whither  it  had  gone  I  did  not 
then  know,  but  was  informed  later  in  the  day  it 
had  retired  towards  Rossville  ;  and  this  informa- 
tion I  believe  was  correct.  By  whose  orders  this 
force  retired  from  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know  ; 
but  of  one  fact  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  its  retiring.  It  is  im- 
possible it  could  have  been  at  all  seriously  pressed 
by  the  enemy  at  the  time ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  ex- 
tremely doubtful  whether  it  was  engaged  at  all. 

Near  sundown  of  the  twentieth  I  met  General 
John  Beatly  not  far  from  where  I  had  fought  the 
enemy  all  the  afternoon.  He  was  entirely  alone 
when  I  met  him,  and  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
special  command.  I  at  once  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  had  not  retired  from  the  battle-field 
when  the  bulk  of  the  division  he  is  attached  to  did. 
At  the  moment  I  met  him  I  was  engaged  in  halt- 
ing some  troops  that  were  crossing  the  valley 
north  and  east  of  my  position,  and  who  appeared 
to  have  straggled  away  from  the  front  on  which 
General  Thomas's  command  had  been  engaged  all 
the  day.  General  Beatly  desired  to  know  where 
I  desired  these  troops  re-formed.  I  pointed  out  a 
position  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  re-form  them, 
which  he  said  he  would  do.  I  then  rode  back  to 
my  command. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  remark  that  I  did  not 
see  the  Corps  commander  from  about  nine  and  a 


half  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  to 
some  time  after  sunrise  of  the  twenty-first,  when  I 
met  him  at  Rossville. 

The  officers  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties 
well  in  the  late  arduous  campaign,  as  well  on  the 
march  and  in  camp  as  on  the  battle-field.  I  deem 
it  due  to  them  to  record  their  names  in  my  official 
report,  and  to  thank  them  individually  for  their 
valuable  assistance  and  cooperation  :  Captain  M. 
P.  Besto,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Lieutenant 
J.  L.  Zargaw,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  George  Shafer,  Ninety-third  Ohio, 
aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  R.  Palmer, 
Thirteenth  Michigan,  inspector-general,  Surgeon 
W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  volunteers, 
medical  director,  Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  assistant- 
quartermaster,  Captain  James  McDonald,  com- 
missary subsistence,  Captain  William  McLaugh- 
lin,  Thirteenth  Michigan,  topographical  engineer, 
Captain  J.  E.  George,  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commis- 
sary of  muster,  Lieutenant  P.  Halderman,  Third 
Kentucky,  ordnance  officer,  Captain  M.  Reiser, 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  provost-marshal,  up  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  Chattanooga,  when  his  leg  was  acci- 
dentally broken,  since  which  time  his  duties  have 
been  well  performed  by  Lieutenant  Ehlers  of  the 
same  regiment.  Captain  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth 
Ohio  battery,  who,  in  addition  to  commanding  his 
own  battery,  ably  performs  the  duties  of  chief  of 
artillery.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  mention 
in  my  official  report  the  true  courage  and  faithful 
devotion  exhibited  throughout  the  entire  conflict 
by  two  members  of  my  personal  escort.  Early  in 
the  conflict  of  Sunday  my  color-bearer  was  wound- 
ed. The  colors  were  then  taken  by  Sergeant  Sam- 
uel Goodrich,  company  A,  One  Hundredth  Illinois, 
who  bore  aloft  my  standard  through  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  remaining  with  me  all  the  time.  Private 
Robert  Lemmon,  company  I,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana, 
a  member  of  my  escort,  rode  immediately  in  rear 
of  me  through  the  whole  conflict  of  Sunday,  the 
twentieth.  Whenever  I  called,  this  brave  and  de- 
voted boy,  a  youth  of  not  more  than  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age,  responded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith,  as  ac- 
companiments to  my  report,  first,  official  report 
of  Colonel  Harker,  commanding  Third  brigade, 
(with  sub-reports  of  regimental  commanders,) 
marked  "  A ; "  second,  official  report  of  Colonel 
Buell,  commanding  First  brigade,  (with  sub-re- 
ports of  regimental  commanders,)  marked  "  B ;  " 
third,  return  of  effective  force  taken  into  action 
nineteenth  September,  marked  "  C  ;  "  fourth,  re- 
turn of  casualties  in  the  battles  of  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth,  marked  "  D  ; "  fifth,  map  showing 
the  various  positions  of  command  in  the  battles  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  marked  "  E." 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  of  the  participation 
of  my  command  in  the  great  battle  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga, a  battle  in  which  the  fate  of  the  proud 
army  of  the  Cumberland  hung  trembling  in  the 
balance,  —  in  truth,  a  battle  in  whose  result  the 
great  nation's  life  seemed  involved,  —  without  re- 
turning thanks  to  Almighty  Providence  for  his 
merciful  deliverance  vouchsafed  to  us  from  the 
hosts  of  our  enemies.  For  his  protection  of  my- 
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self  through  all  the  dangers  of  the  bloody  conflict 
I  am  humbly  thankful. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding1. 


Doc.  37. 

THE  BATTLE   OF  MANASSAS. 
[Correction  of  Official  Reports.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  N.  E.  V.,  > 
ARLINGTON,  August  13, 1861.     j 

Colonel  Richardson,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade : 
SIR  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a 
supplemental  report  of  Brigadier-General  Mc- 
Dowell, of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  on  the  twenty- 
first  ultimo.  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
CHAUNCY  MCKEEVER, 

As st.  Adj. -General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  N.  E.  V., ) 
ARLINGTON,  August  12, 1861.     J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  D.   Townsend,  A.  A.   O.t 

Headquarters  of  the  Army  : 

COLONEL  :  My  attention  has  been  called  by 
those  interested,  to  two  omissions  in  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  near  Manas- 
sas,  and  I  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  correc- 
tions, wishing  that  they  be  made  part  of  my 
original  report.  In  speaking  of  the  retreat,  I  men- 
tioned that  it  was  covered  by  Colonel  Blenker's 
brigade.  I  should  have  said  Colonel  Richardson's 
and  Colonel  Blenker's  brigades.  The  former  was 
on  the  left  of  the  Centreville  ridge,  and  the  latter 
in  front  of  it  on  the  Warrenton  road.  Each  cov- 
ered the  retreat  of  those  on  the  respective  roads 
to  the  common  point,  Centreville,  from  there  to 
the  rear.  Colonel  Richardson  was  behind,  and 
covered  the  main  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
IRVIN  MCDOWELL, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

CHAUNCY  MCKEEVER, 

Asst.  Adj. -General. 

SPECIAL  DESPATCH   TO  THE  DETROIT  DAILY 
TRIBUNE. 

WASHINGTON,  July  23. 

My  brigade  has  just  arrived,  after  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  entire  army. 

All  are  up  in  tolerable  good  order. 
The    Michigan   Second  and  Third  regiments 
were  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 

J.  B.  RICHARDSON, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 
GENERAL  WILLCOX'S  REPORT. 

DETROIT,  MICHIGAN,  September  3, 1861. 
Brig.- General  L.  Thomas,  Adj. -Gen.  U.  S.  A.: 

GENERAL  :  My  brigade,  the  Second  of  Heint- 
zelmari's  division,  marching  in  rear  of  Franklin's 
origade,  arrived  at  the  Suclley  Ford  at  about  half 
past  twelve  P.  M.,  July  twenty-first,  1861. 


The  brigade  now  consisted  of  the  First  Michi- 
gan, Eleventh  New  York,  (Fire  Zouaves),  Thirty- 
eighth  New  York,  and  Arnold's  battery.  The 
Fourth  Michigan  had  been  left  at  Fairfax  Station 
and  Fairfax  Court-House  by  order  of  General 
McDowell.  Halting  for  rest  and  water,  I  obeyed 
the  General's  orders  to  post  Arnold's  battery  on 
a  hill  commanding  the  ford,  with  the  First  Michi- 
gan for  support,  and  at  one  o'clock  pushed  forward 
with  my  two  remaining  regiments  up  the  Sudley 
and  Brentville  road.  We  marched  about  two  miles, 
and  came  up  on  the  left  of  what  I  supposed  to 
have  been  Franklin's  line,  near  the  junction  of  the 
Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads.  The  troops  on 
our  left  were  engaged  in  a  desultory  "fire  with  the 
enemy  posted  in  the  thicket  and  ravine  across  the 
Warrenton  road,  not  far  from  the  Henry  house. 
The  Thirty-eighth  New  York  was  quickly  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  and  the  Zouaves  were  hastening 
into  line,  when  I  received  tin  order  to  detach  a 
regiment  for  the  support  of  Ricketts's  battery,  (of 
Franklin's  brigade,)  posted  on  a  hill  quarter  of  a 
mile  to  our  right  and  front,  near  Dogan's  house.  I 
led  up  the  Zouaves  for  this  important  service,  leav- 
ing the  Thirty-eighth  under  its  gallant  and  ex- 
perienced Colonel  Hobart  Ward. 

Ricketts  was  soon  ordered  to  take  a  new  posi- 
tion near  the  Henry  house.  The  Zouaves  followed 
in  support,  and  finally  formed  line  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  battery  with  two  companies  in  reserve. 

Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  but 
now  he  formed  the  remains  of  his  brigades  engaged 
with  Hunter  in  the  morning,  viz.,  Bee's,  Barton's 
and  Evans's,  in  a  new  line  upon  Jackson's  brigade 
of  fresh  troops,  making;  all  together  six  thousand 
five  hundred  infantry,  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  Stuart's  cavalry,  according  to  General  Beau- 
regard's  report.  This  force  was  posted  in  the  belt 
of  woods  which  skirted  the  plateau  southwardly, 
and  lying  in  the  angle  formed  in  that  direction, 
between  the  Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads,  about 
a  mile  from  the  Warrenton  road,  and  with  its 
left  resting  on  the  Brentsville  and  Sudley  road. 
Ricketts's  battery  had  crossed  the  Sudley  road, 
from  its  post  near  Dogan's  house,  and  was  within 
musket  range  of  the  woods,  which  stretched  from 
that  road  around  from  his  right  towards  his  front, 
and  forming  a  pocket,  which  almost  enveloped  the 
battery  with  its  support. 

The  enemy  were  first  discovered  by  Colonel  Heint- 
zelman,  lining  the  woods  in  our  front.  He  ordered 
up  the  Zouaves,  commanded  by  Colonel  Farnham. 
The  ground  was  slightly  rising  before  us,  and  the 
enemy  opened  a  heavy  but  not  destructive  fire,  as  we 
reached  the  crest.  The  Zouaves  returned  the  fire, 
but  immediately  fell  back  bewildered  and  broken. 

Stuart's  cavalry  charged  upon  them  from  the 
woods  on  the  right,  but  were  scattered  by  a  fire 
from  the  two  reserve  companies,  with  a  loss  ascer- 
tained (from  the  Southern  papers)  of  twenty-nine 
killed  and  wounded. 

Meantime  Ricketts's  cannoneers  were  being 
picked  off'.  With  Colonel  Heintzelman's  approval, 
and  a  promise  of  reinforcements,  1  collected  some 
one  hundred  Zouaves,  and  with  Captain  Downey, 
and  others  of  their  officers,  made  a  dash  into  the 
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woods  on  our  right,  and  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured about  thirty  of  the  enemy. 

Returning  in  a  few  minutes,  I  found  the  field 
cleared  of  both  friend  and  foe,  except  the  killed 
and  wounded.  The  horses,  men,  and  two  officers 
of  Ricketts's  battery  lay  stretched  upon  the 
ground,  but  the  enemy  had  not  yet  seized  it. 

Recrossing  the  Sudley  road,  I  met  the  First 
Michigan,  Major  Bidwell  commanding,  and  march- 
ing back  with  this  regiment,  we  found  the  enemy 
now  drawn  up  in  a  thin  line  across  the  field  and 
in  possession  of  the  battery.  Advancing  to  the 
fence  on  the  roadside,  the  First  Michigan  opened 
fire ;  the  right  wing  fell  back  to  reload,  owing  to  a 
blundering  order,  but  the  left  stood  firm,  expelled 
the  enemy,  and  retook  the  battery.  The  troops 
here  opposed  to  us  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
Seventh  Georgia. 

Colonel  Heintzelman  now  came  up  and  ordered 
us  promptly  forward,  and  with  the  promise  of 
another  regiment,  it  was  my  design  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left.  The  left  wing  of  the  First  Michigan 
recrossed  the  field,  struck  into  the  woods  beyond 
the  Zouaves,  succeeded  in  destroying  and  captur- 
ing a  small  number  of  the  enemy,  and  pushing 
back  his  extreme  left  out  of  that  part  or  point  of 
the  woods  adjacent  to  the  Sudley  road. 

Meantime  the  right  wing  of  the  First  Michigan 
re-formed  and  advanced  in  good  order.  I  met  it, 
and  we  pushed  on  towards  the  next  point  of  woods. 
From  this  point  I  found  the  enemy's  left  discov- 
ered us  by  our  fire,  and  we  became  engaged  with 
their  rear  rank,  their  front  being  then  occupied 
by  the  advancing  troops  of  Franklin's  or  Sher- 
man's brigade.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  First 
Michigan  stood  up  bravely  at  this  critical  moment, 
holding  on  anxiously  for  reinforcements.  But 
from  all  I  can  learn,  the  Thirty-eighth,  which  was 
ordered  up  to  me,  were  directed  to  the  left  of  the 
Henry  house,  (instead  of  to  the  right  and  along 
the  Sudley  road,)  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's 
centre,  and  never  reached  me.  It  was  now  nearly 
four  o'clock.  General  Beauregard  had  been  gather- 
ing new  reinforcements.  General  Kirby  Smith 
had  joined  him  with  a  portion  of  Johnston's  army. 
Our  scattered  troops  were  contending  in  fractions 
against  the  enemy's  army  in  position,  and  massed 
on  the  plateau,  with  his  -artillery  sweeping  every 
approach.  General  Johnston  was  bringing  fresh 
troops  to  turn  our  own  right.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Virginia  attacked  my  own  handful  from  the  rear 
in  the  woods,  and  I  had  the  ill  fortune  to  be 
wounded,  and  a  few  moments  afterwards  captured. 
But  I  was  spared  witnessing  the  disaster  which 
further  pursued  our  arms. 

In  this  report  I  have  only  endeavored  to  supply 
partly  the  information  that  was  not  known,  or 
found  in  any  other  report,  in  consequence  of  my 
capture.  Permit  me  to  add  further  that  the  Thirty- 
eighth  New  York  was  distinguished  for  its  steadi- 
ness in  ranks,  and  for  gallantly  repelling  a  charge 
made  upon  it  by  the  New  Orleans  Tigers.  The 
Zouaves,  though  broken  as  a  regiment,  did  good 
service  under  my  own  eyes  in  the  woods,  and  de- 
tachments of  them  joined  various  other  regiments  ; 
in  the  fight.  The  First  Michigan  deserves  the  j 


credit  of  advancing  farther  into  the  enemy's  lines 
than  any  other  of  our  troops,  as  their  dead  bodies 
proved  after  the  battle. 

I  only  regret  that  from  the  fact  of  my  separa- 
tion from  Arnold's  battery  I  cannot  add  any  tes- 
timony of  my  own  to  the  well-known  gallantry 
with  which  he  and  his  command  conducted  them- 
selves. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brig.-Gcn,  late  Colonel  First  Michigan  Infantry. 


Doc.  38. 

THE   BATTLE  OF  MISSION  RIDGE. 
GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION  FOURTH     ) 

ARMY  CORPS,  IN  THE  FIELD  IN  EAST  TENNESSEE,  > 

December  29, 1863.     > 

SIR  :  As  early  as  the  fifteenth  of  November, 
ultimo,  it  was  generally  known  among  the  higher 
commanders  of  the  troops  assembled  in  Chatta- 
nooga, that  a  movement  was  in  contemplation  to 
cause  the  investment,  which  had  then  continued 
nearly  sixty  days,  to  be  raised. 

The  investing  force,  commanded  by  General 
Braxton  Bragg,  of  the  rebel  army,  comprised  eight 
divisions  of  infantry  arranged  in  four  corps,  under 
the  lead  of  some  of  the  ablest  officers  in  the  en- 
emy's service.  Reliable  information,  obtained  at 
the  time  the  movements  for  raising  the  invest- 
ment were  in  contemplation,  showed  that  the 
rebel  divisions  averaged  not  less  than  six  thousand 
infantry  each.  This  estimate  would  give  forty- 
eight  thousand  infantry  as  about  the  investing  force. 
Including  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  it  would  be  a 
moderate  estimate  to  place  the  whole  investing 
force  at  over  fifty  thousand  men.  The  rebel  divis- 
ions usually  comprise  four  brigades,  with  a  field 
battery  attached  to  each  brigade.  This  rate  would 
give  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  field  guns  as  the 
artillery  equipment  of  the  beleaguering  army. 

But  a  very  imperfect  understanding  of  the  de- 
fensive power  of  the  rebel  army  would  be  obtained 
by  considering  its  numbers  and  equipments  only. 
It  occupied  a  position  so  strong  naturally,  and  so 
intrenched  by  art,  as  to  duplicate  the  defensive 
power  of  its  numbers.  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Mission  Ridge  are  so  related  to  each  other  and 
Chattanooga  that  the  army  which  holds  them  com- 
mands the  outlets  from  the  town  on  east,  south, 
and  south-west.  The  natural  strength  and  com- 
mand of  the  position  occupied  by  the  insurgents 
had  been  much  improved  by  intrenchments. 

During  the  week  commencing  on  the  fifteenth 
and  ending  on  the  twenty-second  of  November, 
the  subordinate  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  were  summoned  twice  to  department 
headquarters  to  have  the  plan  of  operations  ex- 
plained to  them  and  to  receive  their  instructions. 
The  original  plan  of  operations  was  briefly  this  : 
the  force  of  Major-General  Sherman  was  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  River  at  the  mouth  of  the  North 
Chickamauga  Creek,  ascend  the  north-eastern 
flank  of  Mission  Ridge,  (which  here  juts  against 
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the  river,)  sweep  the  ridge,  and  take  the  enemy' 
intrenchmentSj  both  at  its  base  and  on  its  cresl 
in  flank  and  rear.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fourtl 
army  corps,  General  Sheridan's  and  my  own 
were  to  cross  Citico  Creek  near  its  mouth,  jus 
above  Chattanooga,  move  up  the  peninsula  en 
closed  between  the  creek  and  the  Tennessee  River 
form  a  junction  with  the  right  flank  of  Genera 
Sherman's  force,  swing  to  the  right,  and  swee] 
along  the  lower  slope  and  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge 
The  remaining  force  in  Chattanooga  was  to  make 
a  demonstration  against  the  enemy's  works  directly 
in  front  of  Chattanooga,  while  at  the  same  tim< 
looking  out  for  the  safety  of  the  town  against  a  coun 
ter  attack.  The  force  in  Lookout  Valley  (Genera 
Hooker)  was  to  threaten  Lookout  Mountain. 

It  was  conceeded  that  a  direct  front  attack  of 
the  enemy's  works  on  Mission  Ridge  could  not 
be  made  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success ;  01 
if  such  an  attack  should  be  successful,  it  could  only 
be  made  at  a  great  and  unnecessary  cost  of  life 
In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  orders  were  issued 
on  Friday  the  twentieth  to  be  prepared  to  move 
at  daylight  the  following  morning.  It  was  di- 
rected that  the  men  should  have  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition  on  their  persons,  and  two 
days'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks. 

A  heavy  fall  of  rain  Friday  afternoon  and 
night,  witli  other  causes  of  delay,  prevented  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  command  from  reaching  in  time 
the  point  at  which  he  was  to  pass  the  river ;  con- 
sequently the  movement  intended  to  be  made  at 
daylight  Saturday  morning  was  postponed. 

On  Sunday,  the  twenty-second,  the  orders  of 
the  preceding  Friday  were  renewed. 

The  failure  of  General  Sherman's  command  to 
be  Sunday  night  at  the  rendezvous  assigned  it 
caused  a  further  postponement  of  the  movement 
of  the  troops  destined  to  cooperate  immediately 
with  it. 

To  a  just  understanding  of  the  subsequent 
movements  of  my  division,  it  should  be  remarked 
that  during  the  whole  of  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
second,  much  movement,  some  of  it  singular  and 
mysterious,  was  observed  in  the  rebel  army. 
Officers  in  command  of  the  grand  guards  and  out- 
posts were  instructed  to  observe  the  greatest  vigi- 
lance Sunday  night,  to  send  out  patrols  frequently 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  enemy's  picket  lines, 
and  to  report  promptly  all  information  of  interest. 
At  twelve  M.,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-third,  I 
received  the  following  orders : 

HEADQUARTERS  DEP'T  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  ) 
CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE,  November  23, 1863.     j 

Major-Gen.  Granger,  commanding  Fourth  A.  C. : 
The  General  commanding  department  directs 
that  you  throw  one  division  of  the  Fourth  corps 
forward,  in  the  direction  of  Orchard  Knob,  (and 
hold  a  second  division  in  supporting  distance,)  to 
discern  the  position  of  the  enemy,  if  he  still  re- 
main in  the  vicinity  of  his  old  camps. 

Howard's  and  Baird's  commands  will  be  ready 
to  cooperate  if  needed.  J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 
J.  S.  FULLERTON, 

A.  A.  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS,  ) 
November  23,  1863.      \ 

Brigadier  General  Wood,  with  his  division,  will 
as  soon  as  possible  carry  out  the  foregoing  instruc- 
tions, and  will  be  supported  by  General  Sheridan's 
division,  to  be  posted  along  near  the  line  of  rail- 
road, its  right  resting  about  midway  between 
Moore's  road  and  the  brush  knob  in  front  of  Lunette 
Palmer.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  GRANGER, 

Hajor-General,  commanding 
Twelve  o'clock  M. 
Brigadier-General  TH.  J.  WOOD, 

Commanding  Third  Division  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order  I  sum- 
moned my  brigade  commanders  to  my  head- 
quarters, to  give  them  full  and  minute  explana- 
tions as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  intended  to 
execute  the  instructions  I  had  received.  I  desired 
also  to  express  in  person  the  part  the  command 
of  each  was  to  perform  in  the  operations.  The 
disposition  of  the  division,  as  then  explained  to 
the  brigade  commanders,  and  as  was  subsequently 
most  successfully  carried  out,  was  as  follows  : 

Hazen's  brigade  on  the  right, Willich's  on  the  left, 
were  to  be  formed  in  two  lines,  the  first  deployed, 
the  second  in  double  column,  closed  in  mass. 

Beatty's  brigade  formed  in  double  column,  closed 
n  mass,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  deploy  to  the  front, 
or  deploy  faced  to  the  left,  was  held  in  reserve  in 
rear  of  Willich's  left.  This  arrangement  would 
\illy  protect  Willich's  left  from  any  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  during  the  advance.  As  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  had  been  ordered  to  occupy  a  position 
which  would  place  his  division  in  rear  of  my  right 
lank  during  the  advance,  I  had  no  occasion  to 
ook  to  the  safety  of  my  right.  In  addition  to  the 
double  line  formation  just  described,  the  entire 
grand  guard  on  duty  for  the  day  was  to  be  deployed 
on  the  advance  sentinel  line  of  pickets,  so  that  the 
vhole  would  be  covered  with  a  cloud  of  skirmish- 
rs.  I  ordered  the  formation  to  take  place  on  the 
iroad  slope  on  the  southern  side  of  Fort  Wood. 
This  work  crowns  a  conical  eminence  about  two 
lundred  feet  elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
iver,  situated  about  a  half  a  mile  out  of  Chat- 
anooga  in  a  south-easterly  direction.  From  its 
arapet  the  rebel  works  and  troops  were  clearly 
iscernible. 

The  descent  of  this  hill  on  the  northern,  eastern, 
nd  western  sides  is  abrupt,  but  gradually  on 
tie  southern,  extending  down  into  the  valley 
hrough  which  runs  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
ailway.  At  one  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  M.  the 
rrangements  were  all  completed,  the  troops  were 
n  position,  and  the  reserve  ammunition  and  am- 
ulance  trains  in  rear  of  Fort  Wood. 

Then,  at  the  bugle  signal,  the  magnificent  array 
nd  serried  columns  moved  forward. 

It  scarcely  ever  falls  to  the  lot  of  man  to  wit- 
ess  so  grand  a  military  display. 

Every  circumstance  that  could  heighten  the  in- 

srests  of,  or  impart  dramatic  effect  to  the  scene, 

ras  present.     On  the   ramparts  of  Fort  Wood 

were  gathered  officers  of  high  rank,  crowned  with 

Vonors  gathered  on  other  fields.     There,  also, 
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were  officers  distinguished  for  scientific  attain- 
ments and  rare  administrative  ability. 

Troops  in  line  and  column  checkered  the  broad 
plain  of  Chattanooga. 

In  front,  plainly  to  be  seen,  was  the  enemy, 
so  soon  to  be  encountered  in  deadly  conflict. 
My  division  seemed  to  drink  in  the  inspiration 
of  the  scene,  and,  when  the  advance  was  sound- 
ed, moved  forward  in  the  perfect  order  of 
holiday  parade. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  witness,  on 
the  Champs-de-Mars  and  on  Long  Champ,  re- 
views of  all  arms  of  the  French  service,  under 
the  eye  of  the  most  remarkable  man  of  the  pres- 
ent generation.  I  once  saw  a  review,  followed 
by  a  mock  battle,  of  the  finest  troops  of  El 
Re  Galantuomo.  The  pageant  was  held  on  the 
plains  near  Milan,  the  queen  city  of  Lombardy, 
and  the  troops  in  the  sham  conflict  were  com- 
manded by  two  of  the  most  distinguished  officers 
of  the  Piedmontese  service — Cialdini,  and  an- 
other whose  name  I  cannot  now  recall.  In  none  of 
these  displays  did  I  ever  see  anything  to  exceed 
the  soldierly  bearing  and  the  steadiness  of  my 
division,  exhibited  in  the  advance  on  Monday 
afternoon,  the  second.  There  was  certainly  one 
striking  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  these 
grand  displays.  The  French  and  Italian  parades 
were  peaceful  pageants :  ours  involved  the  exi- 
gencies of  stern  war — certainly  an  immense  dif- 
ference. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  the  brave  men  who 
thus  moved  forward  to  the  conflict  in  such  per- 
fect order,  were  I  to  omit  to  record  that  not  one 
straggler  lagged  behind  to  sully  the  magnificence 
and  perfectness  of  the  grand  battle  array. 

From  Fort  Wood  to  the  railroad  the  country 
is  open.  South  of  the  railroad,  the  country 
passed  over  is  partly  open  and  partly  wooded. 
Hazen's  brigade  had  to  pass  over  the  open  field, 
several  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  and  Willich's 
through  the  woods.  On  the  southern  side  of 
the  field  the  enemy's  front  line  of  pickets  was 
posted.  The  skirmishers  were  instructed  to 
press  forward,  as  soon  as  the  advance  was 
sounded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  drive  in  the 
enemy's  out  line  of  pickets  on  their  reserves. 
This  service  was  excellently  performed. 

To  the  proper  understanding  of  the  subse- 
quent movements  of  the  division,  some  explana- 
tory remarks  are  necessary. 

Orchard  Knob,  given  in  the  order  directing 
the  reconnoissance  as  the  guiding  point,  is  a 
steep,  craggy  knoll,  rising  some -hundred  feet 
above  the  general  level  of  the  valley  of  Chat- 
tanooga.  It  is  twenty-one  hundred  yards  from 
Fort  Wood.  The  rebels  had  held  the  knob  as 
an  outpost  since  the  investment  was  first  estab- 
lished. 

A  position  naturally  so  strong,  they  had  done 
little  to  strengthen  it  by  intrenchments  on  its 
summit.  To  the  right  of  Orchard  Knob,  look- 
ing to  the  south,  a  rocky,  abrupt,  wooded  ridge 
extends  several  hundred  yards  toward  the  south- 
It  is  not  so  elevated  as  the  knob.  The 
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enemy  had  formed  rude,  but  strong  barricades 
on  the  northern  slope,  just  below  the  crest  of 
this  ridge.  To  the  left  of  the  knob,  still  looking 
to  the  south,  a  long  line  of  rifle-pits  extended 
away  off  to  the  northeast,  and,  trending  round, 
reached  almost  to  Citico  (>eek.  Orchard  Knob 
was  the  citadel  of  this  line  of  intrenchments. 

General  Willich  was  ordered  to  direct  his 
brigade  on  the  knob,  and  General  'Hazen  his 
brigade  on  the  intrenchments  on  the  right  of  it. 
So  soon  as  the  skirmishers  moved  forward,  the 
enemy  opened  fire.  Across  the  open  field  and 
through  the  woods  the  skirmishers  kept  up  a 
sharp,  rattling  fire,  steadily  and  rapidly  driving 
in  the  enemy.  As  the  knob  and  intrenchments 
were  neared  the  fire  became  hotter,  the  resist- 
ance of  the  rebels  more  determined,  but  the 
majestic  advance  of  our  lines  was  not  for  a  mo- 
ment stayed.  Finally,  Willich's  brigade,  which 
had  met  with  less  opposition  than  Hazen's,  hav- 
ing arrived  quite  near  the  knob,  "by  a  bold 
brush,"  ascended  its  steep  acclivity,  crowned  its 
summit,  and  it  was  ours.  Reference  is  made  to 
the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Willich  for  a 
more  full  description  of  this  brilliant  feat  of 
arms. 

In  the  meantime,  Hazen's  brigade  was  en- 
countering a  determined  resistance  from  the 
enemy,  sheltered  by  his  breastworks  on  the 
rocky  ridge  to  the  right.  For  a  few  moments 
the  fire  was  sharp  and  destructive.  More  than 
a  hundred  casualties  in  the  leading  regiments 
attest  the  severity  of  the  fire.  But  nothing 
could  restrain  the  impetuosity  of  the  troops. 
In  a  few  moments  after  Willich's  brigade  had  car- 
ried Orchard  Knob,  Hazen's  skirmishers  poured 
over  the  enemy's  barricades.  The  Twenty-eighth 
Alabama  was  captured,  with  its  flag,  almost  en- 
tire. I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  Briga- 
dier-General Hazen  for  a  more  detailed  narrative 
of  this  gallant  and  successful  assault.  Among 
the  killed  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  Major 
Birch,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  who  was  killed  while 
gallantly  leading  his  regiment  to  the  charge. 
So  soon  as  the  Knob  and  the  barricades  were 
taken,  the  enemy  fled,  to  take  shelter  in  his  in- 
trenchments at  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 

Beatty's  brigade,  though  not  playing  so  dis- 
tinguished a  part  as  the  other  two  brigades,  was 
doing  good  service  in  the  part  assigned  him. 
Following  the  left  of  Willich's  brigade,  so  soon 
as  the  knob  was  carried*  some  of  Beatty's  regi- 
ments were  brought  forward  to  occupy  a  por- 
tion of  the  rifle  pits  to  the  left  of  Willich's  po- 
sition. The  remainder  was  held  in  reserve. 
Shortly  after  the  successful  dash,  General  Gran- 
er,  commanding  the  Fourth  army  corps,  joined 
me  at  Orchard  Knob.  Personal  observation  as- 
sured him  of  the  extensiveness  and  completeness 
of  our  success.  The  result  having  been  reported 
to  General  Thomas,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment, he  ordered  the  position  to  be  held  and 
intrenched.  Soon  the  men  were  engaged  in  this 
work.  While  so  employed,  the  enemy  opened 
a  most  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell  on  us  from 
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several  batteries  established  on  Mission  Ridge. 
It  was  continued  nearly  an  hour — in  fact,  until 
toward  nightfall.  It  seems  almost  a  miracle, 
but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  no  damage  was 
inflicted  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  One  man 
only  was  very  slightly  wounded  by  the  frag- 
ment of  a  shell. 

While  my  division  was  engaged  in  intrench- 
ing its  position,  the  Eleventh  army  corps  was 
ordered  to  take  post  on  my  left.  The  resistance 
it  met  in  its  front  from  the  enemy  in  his  rifle- 
pits  rendered  its  progress  slow.  Two  regi- 
ments of  Beatty's  brigade  were  deployed  to  the 
left  to  take  the  rifle-pits  in  flank,  drive  out  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  therefrom,  and  relieve  the 
pressure  on  the  front  of  the  Eleventh  corps. 
This  service  was  quickly  and  handsomely  done, 
but  the  Eleventh  corps  neglecting  to  occupy  the 
rifle-pits,  the  enemy  returned  to  them.  It  was 
hence  necessary  for  the  two  regiments  of  Beat- 
ty's brigade  to  render  the  service  over  again 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  twenty-fourth.  The 
whole  of  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  was 
spent  in  intrenching  our  position.  In  this  labo- 
rious work  the  troops  evinced  as  much  fortitude 
as  they  had  shown  gallantry  in  gaining  the  po- 
sition. Not  only  was  a  line  of  rifle-pits  and 
barricades  constructed  along  the  entire  front  of 
the  division  during  the  night,  but  a  strong 
epaulement  for  a  six-gun  field  battery  was  thrown 
up  on  the  summit  of  Orchard  Knob  ;  Bridges' 
battery,  of  forty-three  inch  Rodman  guns  and 
two  Napoleons.  The  early  light  of  Tuesday 
morning  disclosed  to  the  anxious  gaze  of  the 
rebels  such  works  as  must  have  convinced  them 
we  intended  to  hold  the  position  won  the  day 
before.  Perchance  they  saw  in  this  evident  in- 
tention the  prognostic  of  further  and  more  ex- 
tensive operations,  to  be  attended  by  more  dis- 
tinguished and  important  results. 

I  almost  refer  to  the  report  of  General  Beatty, 
commanding  Third  brigade  of  my  division,  for 
a  full  report  of  his  command  in  the  operations 
of  the  twenty-third. 

During  the  twenty-fourth  the  division  was 
quiet,  remaining  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  important  acquisitions  of  the  previous  after- 
noon. The  enemy  in  full  view,  and  sheltered 
behind  his  rifle-pits,  at  the  base  of  Mission 
Ridge,  made  no  effort  to  retrieve  his  losses.  An 
occasional  shot  from  the  skirmishers,  and  a 
booming  of  a  gun  from  Orchard  Knob,  varied 
the  monotony  of  the  day.  We  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  watch  with  eager  interest  the  bril- 
liant operations,  though  miles  away  from  us,  of 
General  Hooker's  command  for  the  possession 
of  Lookout  Mountain.  And  when  the  morning 
sun  of  Wednesday  had  dispelled  the  mist  from 
the  mountain  top  and  displayed  to  our  view  the 
banner  of  the  brave  and  the  free  flying  from 
the  topmost  peak  of  Lookout  Mountain,  loud 
and  long  were  the  joyous  shouts  with  which 
my  division  made  the  welkin  ring. 

Shortly  after  night-fall,  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
fourth,  I  received  the  following  order : 


HEADQUARTERS,  FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS,         \ 
CHATTANOOGA,  November  24,  1863,  6.40  p.  M.  J 

GENEEAL:  The  following  instructions  have 
just  been  received : 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  ) 
CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.     j 

GENERAL  GRANGER  :  The  General  command- 
ing Department  directs  that  you  have  every- 
thing ready  for  an  offensive  movement  early  to- 
morrow morning. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

You  will  make  every  preparation  for  such 
movement. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Granger. 

J.    S.   FULLERTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  A.  A.  General. 
Brigadier-General  WOOD, 

Tliird  Division,  Fourth  Corps. 

In  conformity  with  these  instructions  I  had, 
during  Tuesday  night,  one  hundred  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man  distributed  to  the  troops, 
and  the  rations  in  the  haversacks  replenished. 
At  dawn  Wednesday  morning  my  division  was 
ready  for  action,  and  only  awaited  the  order 
from  the  senior  officers  to  commence  the  on- 
slaught. Early  in  the  forenoon  of  Wednesday, 
Orchard  Kno'b  became  the  station  of  officers  of 
high  rank  and  signal  renown.  The  Commanding 
General  of  the  Grand  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
was  there,  as  was  also  the  Commander  of  the 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Dur- 
ing the  forenoon  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  southern  edge  of  the 
wood  intervening  between  my  position  and  the 
enemy's  rifle-pits  at  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge. 
This  service  was  gallantly  performed ;  the  ene- 
my's skirmishers  being  rapidly  driven  back  and 
compelled  to  take  shelter  behind  their  rifle-pits. 
As  the  day  progressed,  the  interest  which  at- 
tracted every  eye  and  absorbed  every  feeling 
was  that  involved  in  the  attempt  of  General 
Sherman's  command  to  effect  a  lodgment  on  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  near  the  tunnel.  Severer  opposition 
than  had  been  expected  was  evidently  being  met 
with.  To  lessen  the  opposition  General  Sherman 
was  encountering,  it  was  determined  that  a 
movement  should  be  made  against  the  rebel 
centre.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  and  carry 
the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  and  hold  them.  The  signal  for  the 
advance  was  to  be  six  guns  fired  in  rapid  suc- 
cession from  the  batteries  on  Orchard  Knob. 
The  necessary  instructions  were  given  to  the 
brigade  commanders.  This  was  near  three  o'clock 
p.  M.  Soon  the 'booming  of  the  guns  awakened 
the  reverberations  of  the  fastnesses  of  Mission 
Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain ;  and  before  the 
echoes  had  died  away  in  the  distant  recesses  of 
their  ragged  heights  the  advance  was  com- 
menced. 

Mission  Ridge  is  an  elevated  range  (with  an 
average  altitude  of  several  hundred  feet  above 
the  general  level  of  the  country),  running  from 
north-east  to  south-west. 
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The  part  of  it  assaulted  by  my  division  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth,  is  about  four  miles 
from  Chattanooga,  and  about  a  mile  from  Or- 
chard Knob.  Between  the  latter  and  the  base  of 
Mission  Ridge  there  is  a  broad,  wooded  valley. 
Of  course,  this  had  to  be  traversed  before  the 
intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge  could  be 
assaulted. 

As  soon  as  our  troops  began  to  move  forward 
the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  from  his  bat- 
teries on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

The  batteries  were  so  posted  as  to  give  a  di- 
rect and  cross  fire  on  the  assaulting  troops.  It 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  enemy  had  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  dis- 
posed on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge.  But  the 
rapid  firing  of  all  this  mass  of  artillery  could  not 
stay  the  onward  movement  of  our  troops.  They 
pressed  forward  with  dauntless  ardor,  and  car- 
ried the  line  of  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the 
ridge.  The  enemy  in  these  intrenchments, 
doubtlessly  impressed  with  the  uselessness  of 
resistance,  made  no  serious  opposition,  but 
sought  safety  by  flight  behind  his  intrench- 
ments on  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

When  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  was  car- 
ried, the  goal  for  which  we  had  started  was 
won.  Our  orders  carried  us  no  further. 

We  had  been  instructed  to  carry  the  line  of 
intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge,  and  then 
halt.  But  the  enthusiasm  and  impetuosity  of  the 
troops  were  such  that  those  who  first  reached 
the  intrenchments  at  the  base  of  the  ridge 
bounded  over  them,  and  pressed  on  up  the  as- 
cent after  the  flying  enemy.  Moreover,  the  in- 
trenchments were  no  protection  against  the 
enemy's  artillery  on  the  ridge.  To  remain  would 
be  destruction  ;  to  retire  would  be  both  expen- 
sive in  life,  and  disgraceful. 

Officers  and  men  all  seemed  impressed  with 
this  truth.  In  addition,  the  example  of  those 
who  commenced  to  ascend  the  ridge  so  soon  as 
the  intrenchments  were  carried,  was  contagious. 

Without  waiting  for  an  order,  the  vast  mass 
pressed  forward  in  the  race  of  glory,  each  man 
eager  to  be  the  first  on  the  summit. 

The  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry  could  not 
check  the  impetuous  assault.  Tne  troops  did  not 
halt  to  fire ;  to  have  done  so  would  have  been 
ruinous.  Little  was  left  to  the  immediate  com- 
manders of  the  troops  than  to  cheer  on  the  fore- 
most, to  encourage  the  weaker  of  limb,  and  to 
sustain  the  very  few  who  seemed  to  be  faint- 
hearted. 

To  the  eternal  honor  of  the  troops,  it  should 
be  recorded  that  the  laggards  were,  indeed,  few 
in  number.  The  interval  which  elapsed  between 
the  carrying  of  the  intrenchments  at  the  base  of 
the  ridge  and  the  crowning  of  the  summit,  must 
have  been  one  of  intense  and  painful  anxiety  to 
all  who  were  not  participants  in  the  assault. 
The  ascent  of  Mission  Ridge  was,  indeed,  an  ef- 
fort to  try  the  strongest  limbs  and  the  stoutest 
hearts. 

But  suspense  and  anxiety  were  not  of  long 
duration.  Upward  steadily  went  the  standard 


of  the  Union  (borne  onward  by  strong  arms,  up- 
held by  brave  hearts),  and  soon  it  was  seen  fly- 
ing on  the  crest  of  Mission  Ridge !  Loud,  in- 
deed, were  the  shouts  with  which  this  spectacle 
was  received. 

Some  of  the  first  troops  on  the  crest  pressed 
forward  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  them,  while  others  (with  great 
good  sense  on  the  part  of  their  brigade  com- 
manders) were  deployed  to  the  right  and  left  to 
clear  the  ridge,  and  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
our  troops  that  had  not  gained  the  summit. 

The  good  effect  of  the  flank  attacks  was 
almost  instantaneously  apparent,  and  soon  the 
entire  crest  was  occupied  by  our  troops.  Mis- 
sion Ridge  was  ours !  The  enemy,  whom  we  had 
seen  during  the  two  lonely  months  of  the  invest- 
ment occupying  this  dominating  position,  was 
in  full  retreat. 

As  the  day  was  nearly  spent,  and  the  troops- 
much  worn  and  somewhat  disordered  by  the  as- 
cent, the  pursuit  could  not,  of  course,  be  long 
continued.  Darkness  was  coming  on  apace,  and 
the  brigades  were  re-formed  on  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  assault  of  Mission  Ridge  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  achievements  that  have 
ever  occurred.  Military  history  would  probably 
be  ransacked  in  vain  for  a  parallel.  With  so 
much  armed  resistance  encountered,  probably 
no  assault  was  ever  so  eminently  successful. 

In  fifty  minutes  from  the  time  the  advance 
commenced,  the  first  flags  were  seen  flying  on  the 
crest  of  the  ridge.  But  the  great  achievement 
was  not  won  without  serious  loss.  Many  gallant 
and  accomplished  officers  and  brave  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  assault.  To  these 
especially  is  the  lasting  homage  and  gratitude  of 
the  country  due. 

As  is  not  at  all  singular,  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  what  troops  first  crowned  the 
summit  of  Mission  Ridge.  All  the  different  di- 
visions engaged  in  the  assault  set  up  claims  to 
this  honor ;  the  brigades  of  the  same  division 
(I  know  it  is  so  in  my  division)  have  conflicting 
claims  ;  and  in  like  manner  the  regiments  of  the 
same  brigade  lay  claim  to  the  honor.  Each 
commander,  observing  his  own  troops  more 
closely  than  others,  is  disposed  to  think,  with 
all  honesty,  that  his  command  was  first  on  the 
crest.  While  admitting  I  am  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken, I  sincerely  think  a  considerable  portion 
of  my  drvision  were  the  first  troops  that  reached 
the  summit.  But  I  -am  not  able  to  discriminate 
with  certainty  which  one  of  the  three  brigades 
was  first  up.  The  truth  is,  parts  of  each  brigade 
reached  the  crest  almost  simultaneously;  and 
where  injustice  might  be  done,  I  do  not  think  it 
advisable  to  make  a  decision  on  the  conflicting 
claims.  In  fact,  I  do  not  consider  myself  com- 
petent to  do  so.  I  own  that  I  was  much  more 
interested  in  getting  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  than 
in  seeing  who  reached  there  first.  Happily,  it 
is  a  question  which  does  not  require  to  be  defi- 
nitely settled.  The  strong  position  of  the  enemy 
!  was  carried,  and  it  matters  little  what  particular 
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regiment,  brigade,  or  division  was  first  on  the 
summit.  Where  all  strove  so  ardently  to  do 
well,  he  who  was  first  up  can  only  be  considered 
as  more  fortunate,  not  more  deserving,  than  his 
comrades. 

I  must  refer  to  the  report  of  brigade  com- 
manders, with  their  accompaniments,  the  reports 
of  regimental  commanders,  .for  a  more  minute 
and  detailed  narrative  of  the  operations  of  their 
several  commands  than  I  can  present  in  this  re- 
port. To  these  reports  I  must  also  refer  for 
many  instances  of  special  commendation  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  and  soldiers.  To 
record  all  the  instances  of  heroism  displayed  by 
men  and  officers,  would  extend  this  report  be- 
yond all  reasonable  compass. 

After  the  rout  of  the  enemy  by  the  successful 
assault  on  Mission  Ridge  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  as  shown  by  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders,  were  as  follows :  General 
Willich,  commanding  First  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  Jive  pieces  of  artillery ;  General 
Hazen,  commanding  Second  brigade,  reports  the 
capture  of  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  Gen- 
eral Beatty,  commanding  Third  brigade,  reports 
the  capture  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  There 
is,  I  believe,  some  conflict  of  claims  between 
Generals  Willich  and  Hazen  as  to  the  priority  of 
capture  of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  I  think 
they  have  both  included  them  in  their  reports 
of  captures.  Without  pretending  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  .has  the  better  claim,  which  I 
am  really  not  able  to  do  (nor  is  it  at  all  impor- 
tant the  question  should  be  settled),  I  make  the 
correction,  to  avoid  counting  two  pieces  twice. 
The  reports  of  the  brigade  commanders  show  an 
aggregate  capture  of  twenty-nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery by  the  division — all  field  pieces.  In  regard 
to  the  conflict  between  Generals  Willich  and 
Hazen,  it  may  be  remarke'd  that  it  is  not  at  all 
strange  such  differences  of  opinion  should  exist 
in  regard  to  occurrences  on  the  battle-field,  as, 
by  reason  of  the  turmoil  of  the  conflict,  it  is  often 
impossible  to  mark  distinctly  the  exact  order  of 
precedence  of  events  ;  and  where  also  two  regi- 
ments may  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  same 
place,  and  yet  each  honestly  think  itself  the  first 
there.  General  Willich,  commanding  First  bri- 
gade, reports  the  capture  of  two  regimental 
colors ;  General  Hazen,  commanding  Second 
brigade,  three  ;  and  General  Beatty,  two  ;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven.  General  Willich  reports 
the  capture  of  twelve  hundred  stands  of  small 
arms ;  General  Hazen,  six  hundred  and  fifty ; 
and  General  Beatty,  two  hundred;  making  an 
aggregate  of  two  thousand  and  fifty  stands  of 
small  arms. 

Grand  summary  of  captures  by  the  division : 

Field  guns — twenty-nine. 

Field  caissons — twenty-five. 

Regimental  colors — seven. 

Stands  of  small  arms — two  thousand  and  fifty. 

Prisoners — over  one  thousand,  for  whom  re- 
ceipts were  received  by  the  Provost-Marshal  of 
the  division  from  the  Provost-Marshal  General. 


I  have  not  the  report  of  my  Provost  Marshal 
before  me,  and  hence  cannot  give  the  exact 
number.  Among  the  prisoners  were  officers  of 
various  grades. 

The  causualties  in  the  division  amounted  to 
sixteen  officers  killed  and  fifty-nine  wounded ; 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  killed, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  ;  wounded,  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,"  making  the  total  casualties 
of  the  division  one  thousand  and  thirty-two, 
Among  these  the  country  has  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  many  gallant  and  accomplished  officers,  and 
brave  and  devoted  men.  I  have  already  noted 
the  death  of  Major  Birch,  of  the  Ninety-third 
Ohio,  who  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his 
regiment  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments  on  Monday  afternoon  of  the  twenty-third. 
Major  Irvin,  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Major  Glass,  Thirty- 
second  Indiana,  while  displaying  like  heroism, 
were  killed  in  the  assault  on  Mission  Ridge. 
In  the  death  of  these  gallant  and  excellent  offi- 
cers the  country  has  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

To  my  brigade  commanders,  General  Willich, 
commanding  First  brigade  ;  General  Hazen,  com- 
manding Second  brigade ;  and  General  Beatty, 
commanding  Third  brigade,  my  warmest  thanks 
are  due  (and  are  hereby  tendered)  for  the  prompt, 
.skilful,  and  intelligent  manner  in  which  they 
performed  their  duties  in  these  brilliant  opera- 
tions. They  each  displayed  high  personal  gal- 
lantry, as  well  as  professional  intelligence.  I 
commend  them  to  the  consideration  and  care  of 
my  seniors  in  rank.  They  speak  in  terms  of 
high  praise  of  their  staff  officers,  and,  I  doubt  not, 
justly. 

In  writing  a  report  of  operations  affording 
opportunities  for  the  display  of  personal  gal- 
lantry and  heroism,  and  for  rendering  high  and 
distinguished  service,  it  is  impossible  to  chron- 
icle the  name  of  every  officer  or  soldier  spe- 
cially distinguishing  himself.  And  where  all 
have  done  well,  to  attempt  to  discriminate  indi- 
viduals would,  perhaps,  lead  to  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. But,  as  in  extensive  operations,  some 
are  fortunate  enough  to  specially  distinguish 
themselves,  it  is  doing  no  more  than  justice  to 
them  to  commemorate  their  names  in  an  official 
report.  Colonel  Berry,  commanding  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky, displayed  conspicuous  gallantry  on  the 
twenty-third  and  on  the  twenty-fifth.  He  was 
slightly  wounded  on  both  days.  Colonel  Wiley, 
commanding  F'orty-first  Ohio,  rendered  signal 
service  on  both  days,  and  displayed  high  cour- 
age. In  the  assault  on  Mission  Ridge  he  re- 
ceived a  ghastly  wound  in  his  right  knee,  render- 
ing amputation  necessary.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chandler,  commanding  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  after 
being  among  the  very  first  on  the  summit  of 
Mission  Ridge,  rendered  the  most  important  ser- 
vice by  a  prompt  flank  movement  to  the  left, 
whereby  a  portion  of  the  resisting  rebels  were 
swept  off.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler  then,  ac- 
cording to  his  brigade  commander's  report,  fol- 
lowed up  the  enemy  a  mile  and  a  half  in  his  re- 
treat. Colonel  Stout,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Kentucky,  and  Colonel  Knefler,  commanding 
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Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  distinguished  themselves 
by  the  vigor  of  their  assault  on  Mission  Ridge, 
and  the  ardor  with  which  they  attacked  the 
rebels  after  the  crest  had  been  gained. 

To  the  members  of  my  personal  staff,  Captain 
Bestow,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Lieu- 
tenant Yargan,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and  Second 
Lieutenant  Shaffer,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  Aides-de- 
Camp,  Captain  Bartlett,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  In- 
spector-General of  the  Division,  and  Captain 
Wells,  Eighty-ninth  Illinois,  'Assistant  Commis- 
sary of  Musters,  who  accompanied  me  on  the 
field  throughout  the  entire  operations,  my 
thanks  are  especially  due  for  much  valuable  as- 
sistance, promptly  and  intelligently  rendered. 
They  all  bore  themselves  with  signal  gallantry. 
Captain  Bestow  was  slightly  wounded  by  the 
fragment  of  a  shell  in  the  assault  on  Mission 
Ridge.  To  the  members  of  my  staff  who  were 
not  immediately  on  the  field,  Captain  Bradley, 
Sixth  Ohio  battery,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain 
Myers,  Assistant  Quarter-Master  ;  Captain  Mul- 
len, Commissary  of  Subsistence ;  Lieutenant 
Haldeman,  Ordinance  Officer ;  and  Captain  Taft,- 
Provost-Marshal,  I  must  tender  my  thanks  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  performed 
their  appropriate  duties.  Captain  Bridges,  com- 
manding the  battery  which  was  posted  on 
Orchard  Knob  during  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
third,  did  good  service.  Special  praise  and 
commendation  are  due  to  that  accomplished 
officer  and  Christian  gentleman,  Surgeon  W. 
W.  Blair,  Medical  Director  of  the  division,  for 
the  excellent  arrangements,  provided  in  ad- 
vance, for  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  and  for 
the  prompt  manner  in  which,  so  far  as  human 
power  could  do  it,  their  sufferings  were  allevi- 
ated. 

Though  it  may  be  unusual,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  considered  in  bad  taste,  more  especially 
when  it  is  remembered  that  we  commenced  the 
career  of  arms  together  in  our  boyhood,  if  I  re- 
turn my  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Com- 
mander of  the  corps  of  which  my  division  is  a 
part,  for  the  prompt  and  hearty  support  he  gave 


me  throughout  the  brilliant  operations  which 
terminated  in  raising  the  protracted  investment 
of  Chattanooga  and  the  rout  of  the  rebel  army. 

Immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  op- 
erations around  Chattanooga,  my  division,  with 
another  of  the  corps,  was  ordered  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  the  garrison  of  Knoxville,  belea- 
guered by  the  rebels  under  General  Longstreet. 
Thinly  clad,  some  of  the  men  being  absolutely 
barefooted,  and  all  deficient  in  clothing,  and 
after  having  been  more  than  two  months  on 
short  rations,  the  march  was  cheerfully  com- 
menced and  rapidly  made  at  a  most  inclement 
season  of  the  year.  The  line  of  march  having 
been  changed  alter  leaving  Chattanooga,  it  was 
impossible  to  draw  subsistence  from  the  Com- 
missariat Department,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  the  march  it  was  necessary  for  the  troops 
to  subsist  on  the  country.  This  their  indomita- 
ble energy  enabled  them  to  do.  And,  I  may 
add,  they  have  been  compelled  to  live  in  the 
same  way,  more  or  less,  ever  since.  When  we 
marched  from  Chattanooga  it  was  understood 
that  the  object  of  the  movement  was  simply  to 
cause  the  siege  of  Knoxville  to  be  raised,  and 
that  as  soon  as  this  was  accomplished  we  were 
to  return.  On  our  arrival  at  Knoxville  it  was 
determined  to  hold  us  there,  while  the  garrison 
pursued  the  retreating  rebels. 

After  remaining  at  Knoxville  a  week,  a  report 
was  received  that  Longstreet  had  turned  on  his 
pursuers  and  was  driving  them  back.  To  sup- 
port them  we  were  ordered  to  advance  to  this 
point,  and  here  we  have  remained  ever  since, 
suffering  all  the  privations  and  hardships  that 
insufficient  clothing,  insufficient  shelter,  and  in- 
sufficient food,  at  the  most  inclement  season  of 
the  year,  can  produce.  When  we  marched  from 
Chattanooga  the  troops  were  allowed  but  one 
wagon  per  regiment  for  the  transportation  of 
baggage,  shelter,  and  cooking  utensils. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  J.  WOOD, 

Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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COMMANDS. 
THIRD  DIVISION, 
FOURTH  ARMY 
COEPS. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL. 

Commission- 
ed Officers. 

Enlisted 
Men 

Commission- 
ed Officers. 

Enlisted 
Men. 

Commission- 
ed Officers. 

Enlisted 
Men. 

Commissioned  Officers 
and  Enlisted  Men. 

First  Brigade  
Second  Brigade.  .  .. 
Third  Brigade  

7 
7 
2 

46 

86 
12 

17 
30 
12 

26T 
399 
148 

.... 



337 
522 
174 

Total  ...     . 

16 

144 

59 

814 

.... 

1,033 

Doc.  39. 
PROVISIONAL  COURT  FOR  LOUISIANA. 

By  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  and  some  of 
the  adjacent  ports  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  a 


territory  of  great  importance  was  placed  under 
the  control  of- the  Federal  arms,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  that  district  was  a  duty  at  once  cast 
upon  the  power  holding  it.  The  agricultural 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  this  section  of 
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country,  connected  with  the  two  great  staples, 
cotton  and  sugar,  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
call  for  more  than  the  ordinary  extemporaneous 
provisions  in  such  cases ;  but,  in  addition  to 
those,  it  embraced  one  of  the  largest  commercial 
cities  in  the  country — one,  too,  of  much  wealth 
and  great  business  activity,  and  known  for  many 
years  before  as  one  of  the  most  turbulent  and 
difficult  to  govern.  The  only  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  there  was  the  military.  This 
in  its  nature  being  executive,  and  purely  so. 
neither  the  legislative  nor  the  judicial  wants 
were  supplied  by  it.  The  army  could  very  well 
execute  decrees  and  orders,  but  it  could  not  well 
hear  and  decide  cases ;  and  to  provide  for  the 
government  of  this  territory  while  it  should  be 
held  and  occupied  by  the  Federal  forces,  one  of 
the  first  things  was  to  establish  a  judiciary  by 
which  controversies  could  be  decided  and  jus- 
tice administered. 

Some  of  the  earlier  experiments  in  temporary 
expedients  for  this  purpose  were  not  as  success- 
ful as  could  be  desired.  A  large  part  of  the 
population  of  Louisiana  were  foreigners — persons 
born  in  Europe  who  had  never  been  naturalized 
in  the  United  States,  and  who  still  owed  alle- 
giance to,  and  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  governments  under  which  they  had  been 
born.  This  class  in  particular,  by  the  aid  of  the 
consuls  and  agents  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments, had  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  not  only 
at  New  Orleans  and  in  Louisiana,  to  General 
Butler  and  the  authorities  there,  but  numbers  of 
claims  which  had  been  passed  upon  in  one  way 
and  another  in  Louisiana  went  on  appeal  to 
Washington,  and  were  there,  through  the  minis- 
ters and  agents  of  the  respective  governments, 
pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  authorities. 
These  cases,  as  they  had  not  been  passed  upon 
by  courts  of  general  jurisdiction  and  permanent 
powers,  had  to  be  re-examined  there.  In  this 
manner  a  great  amount  of  labor  was  thrown 
upon  the  President  and  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
and  sometimes  very  serious  anxieties  were  occa- 
sioned as  to  the  relations  of  the  government 
with  the  governments  of  these  complainants.  To 
supply  the  wants  of  the  State  and  avoid  these 
complications  with  foreign  powers,  this  court 
was  created  with  powers  plenary  in  all  cases. 
The  order  of  the  President  creating  it  was  in  the 
following  words : 

"EXECUTIVE    ORDER,     ESTABLISHING    A   PROVISIONAL 
COURT  IN  LOUISIANA. 

' '  EXECU  nvE  MANSION  ,        \ 
"  WASHINGTON,  October  20,  1862.  j 

"  The  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time 
prevailed  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
including  Louisiana,  having  temporarily  sub- 
verted and  swept  away  the  civil  institutions  of 
that  State,  including  the  judiciary  and  the  judi- 
cial authorities  of  the  Union,  so  that  it  has  become 
necessary  to  hold  the  State  in  military  occupa- 
tion ;  and  it  being  indispensably  necessary  that 
there  shall  be  some  judicial  tribunal  existing 
there  capable  of  administering  justice,  I  have, 
therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  appoint,  and  I  do 


hereby  constitute  a  Provisional  Court,  which 
shall  be  a  Court  of  Record  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  1  do  hereby  appoint  Charles  A.  Pea- 
body,  of  New  York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to 
hold  said  court,  with  authority  to  hear,  try,  and 
determine  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  including 
causes  in  law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty, 
and  particularly  all  such  powers  and  jurisdiction 
as  belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States,  conforming  his  proceedings, 
so  far  as  possible,  to  the  course  of  proceedings 
and  practice  which  has  been  customary  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  Louisiana — his 
judgment  to  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  I  do 
hereby  authorize  and  empower  the  said  Judge 
to  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  his 
jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney, Marshal  and  Clerk  of  the  said  court,  who 
shall  perform  the  functions  of  attorney,  marshal, 
and  clerk,  according  to  such  proceedings  and 
practice  as  before-mentioned,  and  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  made  and  established  by 
said  Judge.  These  appointments  are  to  continue 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  not  extend- 
ing beyond  the  military  occupation  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  or  the  restoration  of  the  civil 
authority  in  that  city  and  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana. These  officers  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  War  Department,  com- 
pensation as  follows :  *  * 
Such  compensations  to  be  certified  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  A  copy  of  this  order,  certified 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  delivered  to  such 
Judge,  shah1  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  sufficient 
commission.  Let  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
be  hereunto  affixed. 

"ABRAHAM  LINCOLN." 
"  By  the  President : 

"  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED,  Secretary  of  State." 

"WAR  DEPARTMENT,        1 
"  WASHINGTON,  23d  October,  1862.  j 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy,  duly  examined  and  compared  with  the 
original  of  the  executive  order  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  constituting  a  Provisional 
Court  for.  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

"  Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  War 
Department. 

"  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

"Secretary  of  War." 

"  Attest :  JOHN  BOTTS, 

"Chief  Clerk." 

This  order  provides  a  tribunal,  with  powers 
as  comprehensive  as  can  be  desired  for  any  and 
all  purposes.  Without  limit  as  to  amounts  or 
the  nature  of  the  controversies,  it  confers  on 
Judge  Peabody  the  power  to  hear  and  determine 
all  causes  of  every  name  and  kind,  and  ordains 
that  his  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

The  language  of  the  order  is  very  clear :  "  I 
do  hereby  appoint  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New 
York,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to  hold  said 
court,  with  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  determine 
all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  including  causes 
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in  law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  par- 
ticularly all  such  powers  and  jurisdiction  as 
belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  *  *  *  *  his  judgments 
to  be  final  and  conclusive,"  leaving  no  doubt  as 
to  either  the  comprehensiveness' of  its  jurisdic- 
tion in  respect  to  the  subject-matters  embraced, 
or  the  extent  of  its  powers  as  to  the  conclusive- 
ness  of  its  judgments. 

This  court  went  into  operation  in  January, 
1863.  Its  inauguration  was  announced  by  a 
proclamation  of  General  Shepley,  then  Military 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  in  the  following  terms : 

"A  PROCLAMATION. 

"STATE  OF  LOUISIANA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT,  1 
«  NEW  ORLEANS,  December  29,  1862.     J 

"  By  an  executive  order,  dated  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  October,  A.  D.  1862,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. President  of  the  United  States,  has  consti- 
tuted an  '  United  States  Provisional  Court  for 
the  Stale  of  Louisiana,'  and  appointed  the  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Peabody  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge 
to  hold  said  court. 

"  By  the  terms  of  this  order  he  is  invested 
'  with  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all 
causes, *civil  and  criminal,  including  causes  in 
law,  equity,  revenue,  and  admiralty,  and  particu- 
larly to  exercise  all  such  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tion as  belong  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts, 
conforming  his  proceedings,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  the  course  of  proceedings  and  practice  which 
has  been  customary  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  Louisiana ;  his  judgments  to  be  final 
and  conclusive.' 

"The  said  Judge  is  further  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  and  establish  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
exercise  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  Marshal,  and  Clerk  of  the 
said  court. 

"  In  the  exercise  of  the  authority  conferred  by 
this  order,  the  said  Judge  has  appointed  George 
D.  Lament,  Prosecuting  Attorney,  Augustus  De 
B.  Hughes,  Clerk  of  said  court,  and  Isaac  Ed- 
wards Clark,  Marshal. 

"  Official  notice  is  hereby  given  of  the  organ- 
ization of  said  court,  and  of  the  appointment  of 
the  said  Charles  A.  Peabody  as  Judge,  and  of 
the  officers  of  the  court  by  him  appointed. 

"  All  judgments,  decisions,  and  decrees  of  said 
court,  and  ah1  acts  of  said  officers  by  them  done 
under  the  authority  of  said  order,  are  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  accordingly. 

"GEORGE  F.  SHEPLEY, 

"  Military  Governor  of  Louisiana." 

Under  this  order  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
powers  conferred  were  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  that  not  according  to  any  law  desig- 
nated or  suggested.  The  civil  institutions  of 
the  country  having  been  swept  away,  the  law 
theretofore  in  force  there  had  yielded  like  the 
rest,  and  was  no  longer  in  force  as  the  rule  of  con- 
duct of  men,  or  the  guide  in  the  administration 
of  justice.  The  court  therefore  was  to  admin- 
ister justice,  not  by  any  particular  law,  but  in 


its  own  way,  and  to  adopt  its  own  rules  or  laws 
by  which  it  would  be  guided  in  the  administra- 
tion of  it ;  and  this  very  early  called  for  the 
adoption  and  promulgation  by  the  court  of  a 
system  of  rules  of  action. 

The  court  considered  it  the  purpose  and  duty 
of  the  government  to  govern  the  country  held 
by  its  armies  in  a  manner  consistent  with  its 
own  dignity  and  best  interests,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  things  brought  about  by  the  war  in 
which  it  was  engaged ;  that  in  doing  this  it  would 
have  great  respect  for  the  interests  of  those  to 
be  governed;  that  in  selecting  the  system  of 
laws  by  which  transactions  between  individuals 
should  be  governed  and  controversies  decided, 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  locality  would 
be  chiefly  consulted ;  the  government  itself  hav- 
ing but  little  interest,  except  to  deal  justly,  pre- 
serve quiet,  cultivate  contentment,  and  give  the 
people  the  system  most  beneficent  for  them  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  gov- 
ernment naturally  looked  to  the  system  it  found 
in  operation  there  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
the  country.  That  system  had  been  introduced 
there  by  the  wisdom  of  the  country,  as  best 
suited  to  the  wants  of  the  community,  its  habits 
and  pursuits ;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  selection  had  been  wise,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance would  commend  it  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  government.  That  system 
had,  moreover,  been  in  force  previously,  and  the 
transactions  and  contracts  which  would  be  the 
subjects  of  consideration  in  the  court,  had  most 
of  them  been  entered  into  while  it  had  been  so 
in  force,  and,  as  might  fairly  be  presumed,  with 
reference  to  it  as  the  system  by  which  they 
would  be  construed  and  carried  into  effect ;  and 
consequently  that  system  (other  things  being 
equal)  would  be  most  just  and  beneficial  in  its 
operation  in  those  cases ;  and  not  less  so  than 
any  new  system  in  respect  to  other  cases  more 
recently  arisen,  or  those  thereafter  to  arise. 
The  court  therefore  declared  that,  as  far  as  the 
altered  condition  of  things  would  permit,  the 
system  of  laws  heretofore  in  Louisiana  would 
be  adopted  as  the  one  which  would  be  the  guide 
of  the  court  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

The  general  orders  of  the  General  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  course  were  binding  as 
laws,  and  were  to  be  respected  as  of  paramount 
authority  by  the  court. 

Those  orders  made  numerous  modifications  of 
the  law  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the  system,  and 
indicated  th,e  policy  of  the  government  in  the 
many  matters  to  which  they  related.  They  were 
the  express  or  written  law  of  the  land  for  the 
time,  and  corresponded  in  most  respects  with 
the  statutes  enacted  by  the  legislative  power  in 
a  country  under  civil  administration  of  govern- 
ment. 

All  the  power  of  the  government  being  in  the 
military  arm,  it  followed  that  that  arm  had  the 
power  to  dictate  laws  according  to  which  jus- 
tice should  be  administered,  as  well  as  to  erect 
courts  to  administer  it.  For  reasons  similar  to 
those  which  led  the  court  to  adopt  the  laws  of 
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Louisiana  in  matters  pecuniary  and  civil  in  their 
nature,  the  criminal  laws  of  Louisiana  were 
adopted  as  the  rule  of  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice.  "  These  laws,"  said  the  court, 
in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jury,  "framed  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  State,  with  an  enlightened  appre- 
ciation of  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  com- 
munity here,  will  be  found  best  adapted  to  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  will  be  your 
guide  and  rule  in  your  deliberations  generally  in 
the  performance  of  your  duties  as  grand  jurors." 

The  laws  of  the  State,  however,  in  criminal 
as  well  as  civil  matters,  he  said  would  not  be 
adhered  to  inflexibly  in  the  new  condition  of 
things. 

There  were  changes  in  circumstances  which 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  administering 
criminal  justice.  These  changes  and  the  modifi- 
cations they  would  require  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  were  subjects  to  be  considered  by  the 
court  in  cases  as  they  should  arise,  and  not  gen- 
erally matters  that  could  be  provided  for  by 
rules  of  general  application.  It  was  natural  that 
certain  crimes  should  become  frequent  in  a  state 
of  society  broken  and  chaotic,  where  the  general 
feeling  of  obligation  and  restraint  among  men 
was  relaxed,  and  the  temptations  to  crime,  grow- 
ing out  of  increased  wants  and  temptations, 
greatly  increased,  and  the  punishments'  must  be 
graduated  accordingly. 

In  most  cases  where  a  departure  from  former 
laws  would  become  expedient,  it  would  be  in 
the  direction  of  greater  mildness  in  punishment. 
In  some  cases,  however,  a  deviation  in  the  op- 
posite direction  might  be  called  for  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  case.  A  similar  rule  was  adopted 
as  to  cases  which,  under  the  former  system  of 
things,  would  have  been  cognizable  by  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  In  those  cases  the  same  law  was 
applied  as  would  have  been  administered  in  the 
Federal  courts  in  the  respective  departments  of 
civil  and  criminal,  legal  and  equitable,  admiralty 
and  maritime,  jurisprudence. 

As  soon  as  the  court  was  ready  for  business, 
a  large  amount  was  commenced  in  it  of  the 
various  kinds  to  which  the  habits  and  pursuits 
of  the  country  give  rise  in  times  of  peace,  and 
many  questions  were  presented  which  arose 
out  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times, 
the  previous  occupation  by  the  Confederate 
authorities,  acts  governmental  and  personal  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  the  change  of  rule  by  the 
occupation  by  the  Federal  forces.  Most  of  the 
questions  presented  were  such  as  arise  naturally 
out  of  the  transactions  between  men  in  a  com- 
munity— such  as  this  was,  and  had  been ;  but 
many  of  them  were  eccentric  in  their  character, 
arising  out  of  the  peculiar  state  of  things  exist- 
ing at  the  time,  and  that  which  had  previously 
existed  there  in  the  course  of  the  revolution, 
the  Confederate  rule,  and  the  transition  from 
Federal  to  Confederate,  and  from  Confederate 
back  to  Federal  government,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  martial  for  civil  law  and  government. 
Many  of  these  were  exceedingly  novel  and 
peculiar. 


The  court  was  always  governed  by  the  rules 
and  principles  of  law,  adhering  to  all  the  forms 
of  civil  tribunals,  and  avoiding  everything  like 
a  military  administration  of  justice.  In  criminal 
matters  it  summoned  a  Grand  Jury,  and  sub- 
mitted to  it  all  charges  for  examination.  After 
indictment  found,  the  cases  were  tried  before  a 
jury  with  all  the  usual  forms  of  law,  and  all  the 
rules  theretofore  in  use  which  were  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  existing  condition  of  things. 
Several  capital  cases  were  tried,  and  convictions 
were  obtained.  Three  cases  were  tried  in  one 
week,  in  two  of  which  convictions  of  murder 
were  had,  and  in  the  other  a  conviction  of  man- 
slaughter— such  a  coincidence  as  in  that  licen- 
tious country  had  probably  never  occurred  be- 
fore, and  was  not  likely  soon  to  occur  again. 

Crimes  against  the  person  there  had  seldom 
before  been  punished  at  all,  and  hence  this  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  that  place  was  remark- 
able. 

The  first  court  established  there  was  the  Pro- 
vost Court  of  the  army  ;  at  first  performing 
only  the  duties  of  a  military  court,  then  those 
of  a  general  criminal  court. 

In  addition  to  these  duties,  and  in  the  ajbsence 
of  other  courts,  the  Provost  Court,  from  time  to 
time,  sometimes  by  order  of  the  Commanding 
Genera],  entertained  and  tried  civil  suits,  and 
those  not  only  of  the  usual  character  arising 
out  of  transactions  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  but 
those  once  esteemed  of  ecclesiastical  cogni- 
zance, such  as  successions,  the  administration 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the  'Custody 
of  infants  and  their  estates,  and  cases  of  divorce, 
not  only  u  a  mensa  et  thoro,"  but  also  "  a  vin- 
culo  matrimonii." 

In  that  court  the  pleadings  had  always  been 
oral ;  no  notes  of  evidence  were  taken,  and  the 
decision  usually  followed  immediately  on  the 
closing  of  the  evidence  or  arguments  of  coun- 
sel, in  cases  where  arguments  were  heard. 

That  court  had  been  doing  business  some 
months  when  the  Provisional  Court  went  into 
operation,  and  the  questions  growing  out  of  the 
actions  of  that  court  were  among  the  most 
novel  and  eccentric  that  came  before  the  Pro- 
visional Court.  The  operations  of  that  court 
had  been  most  beneficent,  and  it  was  safe  to 
assume  that  justice  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
public  would  be  advanced  by  sustaining  its  acts 
so  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and  the 
Provisional  Court,  therefore,  always  inclined  to 
sustain  its  jurisdiction.  When,  for  instance,  a 
divorce  "  a  mensa  et  thoro"  had  been  adjudged 
by  that  court,  on  the  application  of  the  wife, 
and  more  than  a  year  had  elapsed  without  a 
reconciliation  of  the  parties,  the  law  of  Louisiana 
in  such  a  case  giving  the  plaintiff  after  the 
expiration  of  a  year,  a  right  to  a  complete  di 
vorce  "  a  vinculo  matrmionii,"  and  half  of  the 
property  acquired  during  coverture,  the  Pro- 
visional Court  was  applied  to,  to  make  the  final 
decree  and  distribute  the  property  between  the 
parties. 

The  Provisional  Court  sustained  the  jurisdic- 
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tion  of  the  Provost  Court,  affirmed  its  decision, 
and  ordered  judgment  of  divorce,  dissolving 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  and  dividing  the  prop- 
erty of  the  marriage,  and  awarding  the  custody 
and  support  of  the  children. 

De  Barr  vs.  De  Barr. 

A.  Mr.  Emerson  during  the  rule  of  the  Confed- 
erate authorities,  held  a  mortgage  on  the  prop- 
erty of  one  Guilloutet.  He  proceeded  to  fore- 
close it,  and  had  obtained  an  order  for  the  sale 
of  the  property.  He  directed  the  Sheriff  to 
receive  in  payment  of  his  mortgage  only  gold 
and  silver.  G-uilloutet  wished  to  pay  it  in  Con- 
federate notes.  These  Emerson  refused  to  re- 
ceive. Shortly  afterwards  Emerson  was  arrested 
by  order  of  a  Confederate  Provost-Marshal  and 
carried  before  him  and  questioned  as  to  his  re- 
fusal to  receive  Confederate  notes  in  payment. 
He  said  that  he  had  refused,  and  further  said 
that  as  to  debts  like  the  mortgage  arising  out 
of  contracts  made  prior  to  the  Confederate  rule, 
when  the  currency  was  specie  or  its  equivalent, 
and  on  which  he  had  paid  or  loaned  specie,  he 
should  insist  on  payment  in  specie,  and  should 
decline  to  receive  Confederate  notes.  The  Pro- 
vost-Marshal ordered  him  committed  to  the 
parish  prison,  telling  him  that  he  would  dis- 
charge him  whenever  he  would  consent  to  re- 
ceive Confederate  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums 
due  him.  Being  an  old  man  and  infirm,  he 
could  not  remain  there  without  great  danger  to 
his  life,  and  he  soon  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of 
his  wife  and  friends,  and  gave  a  written  promise 
to  the  Provost-Marshal  that  he  would  receive 
those  notes  in  payment  of  all  sums  due  him, 
and  was  discharged.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
mortgage  was  paid  off  by  Guilloutet  in  Confed- 
erate notes,  and  was  cancelled  off  record. 

Soon  after  the  Provisional  Court  was  opened, 
Emerson  brought  a  suit  to  have  the  cancellation 
of  the  mortgage  rescinded  and  the  mortgage 
restored  to  its  condition  as  a  lien  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  offered  to  return  the  Confederate 
notes  to  Guilloutet.  Since  the  cancellation  of 
the  mortgage,  Gilloutet  had  procured  from  an- 
other person,  named  Samony,  having  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  manner  in  which  the  cancellation 
of  Emerson's  mortgage  had  been  effected,  an- 
other loan,  and  had  given  another  mortgage  on 
the  same  property.  The  holder  of  this  mort- 
gage was  also  made  defendant  in  Emerson's 
suit,  and  the  lien  of  his  mortgage  was  also 
sought  to  be  cut  off  or  postponed  to  that  of 
Emerson. 

The  Court  ordered  the  cancellation  to  be  va- 
cated, and  Emerson's  mortgage  to  be  restored 
as  a  lien  on  the  property,  but  declined  to  vacate 
or  postpone  the  lien  of  the  subsequent  mort- 
gage, and  excepted  that  from  the  operation  of 
Emerson's  lien,  and  established  it  as  prior  to 
that  of  Emerson's  mortgage. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  while  things 
of  this  kind  were  of  frequent  occurrence  dur- 
ing the  rule  of  the  Confederacy,  there  is  no  law 
of  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  any  State  of 


the  Confederacy,  making  these  Confederate 
notes  legal  tender,  or  obliging  any  one  to  accept 
them  in  payment,  and  the  whole  matter  of  urg- 
ing this  currency,  so  universal  throughout  the 
Confederacy,  and  of  which  instances  wore  so 
frequent,  and  the  modes  often  so  fatally  violent, 
was  without  the  warrant  or  pretence  of  any 
warrant  of  law  whatever. 

The  Court  held  that  its  powers  to  hear  and 
determine  finally  all  cases,  embraced  not  only 
cases  originating  therein,  but  also  those  com- 
menced and  pending  in  other  courts  in  the 
State,  whose  functions  were  suspended  by  the 
Rebellion,  and  not  only  those  pending  in  courts 
of  original  jurisdiction,  when  they  had  been 
commenced  in  the  State  courts  and  the  Federal 
courts,  but  also  those  pending  in  appellate 
courts  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States 
within  the  boundaries  of  that  State,  and  accord- 
ingly cases  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  the  appellate  court  of  last  resort,  on 
appeal  from  the  courts  of  the  several  parishes, 
and  those  pending  in  the  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  on  appeal  from  the  District  courts 
of  the  Eastern  and  Western  districts  of  Louis- 
iana, were  considered  as  coming  within  the 
powers  of  this  court  to  hear  and  decide,  and 
some  of  them  were  transferred  to  it  by  order  of 
this  court,  and  were  then  heard  and  determined. 
Causes  pending  in  other  courts  were  transferred 
to  this  court  only  where  the  functions  of  the 
court  in  which  they  were  pending  were  in  sus- 
pense and  they  could  not  be  prosecuted  to  a 
conclusion  there.  Where  the  courts  in  which 
they  were  pending  were  then  in  operation  and 
justice  could  be  had  there,  this  court  always 
-declined  to  interfere.  Among  the  cases  in  which 
the  action  of  the  court  was  early  invoked,  were 
many  of  a  public  character  on  behalf  of  the 
government  by  its  officers.  Of  these  some  of  the 
most  attractive  were  those  of  maritime  prize, 
and  those  arising  under  the  Confiscation  acts  of 
1862.  Numbers  of  these  were  presented  for 
consideration  at  an  early  day.  The  Court  im- 
mediately decided  that  it  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  prize,  holding  that,  although  such  ques- 
tions were  embraced  in  the  general  terms  of 
the  order  constituting  the  court,  still  that  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  court,  deriving  its  powers, 
not  from  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  but  from  the  Chief  Executive  officer  and 
military  head  of  that  government,  exercising 
powers  conferred  on  him  as  such  officer  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  constituted  for  and  holding 
its  sessions  in  territory  held  in  military  occupa- 
tion by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
over  which  his  powers  of  government  were  de- 
rived from  the  conquest  and  military  occupation 
of  it,  and  from  the  necessities  arising  from  that 
condition  of  things,  it  had  not  jurisdiction  for 
such  purposes,  and  it  declined  to  entertain 
them. 

Suits  in  considerable  number  were  also  brought 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  1862  for  the  confiscation  of  the  property 
of  those  who  had  taken  active  part  in  the  rebel- 
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lion.  In  answer  to  these  proceedings,  it  was 
insisted  that  the  court  had  not  jurisdiction  in 
cases  of  this  class,  and  very  able  and  elaborate 
arguments  were  heard,  Mr.  George  S.  Lacey,  and 
Mr.  William  H.  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Roselins,  all  emi- 
nent members  of  the  bar  of  New  Orleans,  ap- 
pearing for  the  claimants,  and  Mr.  Lamont,  the 
Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  court,  appearing 
for  the  government.  This  argument  occupied 
several  days,  and  at  the  close  of  it  the  court 
took  time  for  consideration.  While  the  question 
remained  undecided,  the  constitutional  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  that  district  were  organ- 
ized and  opened,  and  all  business  of  the  kind 
was  transferred,  with  the  approbation  of  both 
courts,  to  the  District  Court,  that  being  the  court 
in  which,  by  the  law  itself,  questions  arising 
under  it  were  directed  to  be  tried. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  was  never  decided, 
and  was  in  effect,  by  subsequent  events,  with- 
drawn from  consideration.  It  was  understood, 
however,  that  Judge  Peabody  had  great  doubts 
of  his  jurisdiction,  and  that  his  doubts  arose 
from  an  inclination  to  think  that  the  question 
was  governed  by  the  same  rule  as  that  of  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  prize,  in  which  he  had  already 
decided  that  he  had  not  jurisdiction.  If,  how- 
ever, the  court  had  originally  had  jurisdiction 
in  these  cases,  in  the  absence  of  the  Federal 
court,  on  which  the  jurisdiction  had  been  ex- 
pressly by  the  act  itself  conferred,  he  was  quite 
of  the  opinion  that  it  did  not  retain  it  after  the 
organization  and  re-establishment  of  that  court, 
but  was  thereby  divested  of  it. 

In  cases  of  prize  the  court  declined  jurisdic- 
tion, and  in  cases  of  confiscation  it  doubted  its 
jurisdiction  and  never  exercised  it. 

In  no  other  class  of  cases  was  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  ever  questioned  or  doubted.  So 
convincing  is  the  argument  of  necessity  to  per- 
sons present  and  witnessing  with  their  own 
senses  its  illustrations,  that  no  one  was  found  to 
doubt  that  the  military  power  of  the  United 
States  holding  that  country  in  military  occupa- 
tion, had,  ex  necessitate  rei,  the  right  to  govern 
it. 

All  other  powers  being  suspended  by  the 
conquest,  it  followed  that  whatever  of  govern- 
ment it  should  have  must  come  from  that 
source.  That  it  should  have  government  from 
.some  source,  no  sane  man  could  doubt.  That  it 
could  in  the  existing  condition  of  things  have  it 
from  any  other  was  plainly  impossible.  It  must, 
therefore,  have  it  from  that ;  and  to  have  refused 
it  would  have  been  not  merely  a  breach  of  duty, 
but  a  violation  of  one  of  the  first  principles  and 
plainest  dictates  of  humanity. 

The  judgments  and  mandates  of  this  court 
were,  of  course,  to  be  executed.  They  would  be 
executed  by  the  same  power  by  which  the  court 
was  constituted.  To  this  the  military  and  naval 
force  at  the  command  of  the  President  was 
pledged.  With  this  understood,  nothing  like 
resistance  or  a  hesitation  to  obey  was  ever  for  a 
moment  experienced. 

When  the  commission  of  this  court  was  first 


presented  to  the  bar,  the  all-embracing  compre- 
hensiveness of  its  jurisdiction,  as  to  the  cases 
and  questions  which  it  was  authorized  to  enter- 
tain, and  the  omnipotence  of  its  judgments,  ter- 
minating without  appeal  the  rights  of  the 
parties  in  all  cases,  attracted  attention  and 
remark.  No  serious  objection  was  made  to  it, 
however,  and  soon  after  it  went  into  operation, 
the  readiness  with  which  it  was  filled  with  bus- 
iness of  the  first  magnitude,  a  great  part  of 
which  was  equally  cognizable  by  other  courts 
then  in  operation  in  the  parish  of  Orleans, 
showed  that  litigants  and  the  bar  were  on  the 
whole  not  at  all  disposed  to  shun,  but  rather 
were  disposed  to  seek  this  court,  anomalous  as 
it  was  in  its  jurisdiction  and  powers. 


Doc.  40. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  FIVE  FORKS,  VA. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  WARREN'S  ACCOUNT.* 

Introduction. 

The  confidence  shown  by  the  Cominander-in- 
Chief  in  selecting  me  for  the  command  of  the 
Department  of  Mississippi,  then  the  theatre  of 
actual  warfare,  immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  I  deemed  a  thorough  vindication  of 
my  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

I  felt,  though  denied  the  official  investigation 
which  I  had  applied  for,  that  I  could  leave  my 
justification  before  the  public  to  the  ultimate 
publication  of  the  official  reports.  I  trusted,  too, 
that  General  Sheridan's  report  would  do  me  jus- 
tice, and  that  he  could  not  fail  in  it  to  acknowl- 
edge that  his  treatment  of  me  was  hasty  and 
based  on  erroneous  impressions.  The  publica- 
tion of  this  report,  dated  May  1 6,  in  the  Official 
Gazette,  disappointed  this  hope,  for  therein,  as 
far  as  mention  is  made  of  me,  it  is  in  terms  of 
disparagement,  and  in  efforts  to  justify  his  incon- 
siderate action. 

After  this  publication  I  thought  the  investiga- 
tion I  sought  could  not  long  be  denied,  and  I 
have  remained  silent  till  now,  fully  believing  an 
impartial  investigation  would  relieve  me  of  the 
imputations  of  General  Sheridan,  and  place  just 
censure  on  those  by  whom  I  have  been  wronged. 

To  bring  my  professional  grievances  before 
the  public  is  a  thing  from  which  I  have  shrunk, 
and  I  do  not  do  so  now  from  any  love  of  con- 
troversy. If  circumstances  were  different  I 
should  be  glad  to  avoid  it ;  but  the  facts  being 
little  known  and  understood,  and.  there  being 
many  misrepresentations,  I  am  under  this  neces- 
sity. I  have,  therefore,  prepared  the  following 
narrative  of  facts  in  much  detail,  so  that  each 
one  can  examine  and  judge  for  himself,  as,  I 
presume,  all  fair-minded  men,  whose  time  will 
permit,  will  gladly  do. 

;  An  account  of  the  operations  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
commanded  by  Major-General  G.  K.  Warren,  at  the  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  April  1, 1865,  and  th3  battles  and  movements  pre- 
liminary to  it,  by  G.  K.  Warren,  late  Major-General  Volun- 
teers. 
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In  the  reportf  of  General  Sheridan  there  are 
three  imputations  against  me — the  first  of  which 
is  vaguely  made,  in  the  following  : 

"  Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to  the 
expectations  of  the  Lieutenant-General,  there 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  little  chance  for 
the  escape  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  front  of 
Dinwiddie  C.  H." 

If  such  expectations  were  formed,  they  were 
not  reasonable,  according  to  the  facts.  I  acted 
during  the  night  under  orders  from  General 
Meade,  which,  with  my  dispatches  to  him,  and 
other  facts,  will  be  given.  It  will  appear  that 
the  enemy  held  all  the  roads  necessary  for  his 
escape ;  that  he  withdrew  from  General  Sheri- 
dan's front  to  Five  Forks  early  in  the  night,  and 
that  the  swollen  state  of  Gravelly  Run  and  a 
broken  bridge  prevented  my  troops  from  reach- 
ing General  Sheridan  till  daybreak.  It  also  will 
appear  that  the  tenor  of  my  orders  from  General 
Meade  were,  not  that  I  was  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  enemy,  but  to  use  every  exertion  to  succor 
General  Sheridan,  who  could  "not  maintain  him- 
self at  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  without  reinforcements." 
My  dispatches  show  that  it  was  my  own  sug- 
gestion to  attempt  to  intercept  the  enemy  if  he 
remained  in  General  Sheridan's  front,  and  not 
fall  back,  as  I  was  at  first  ordered. 

The  second  imputation  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  General  Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  get 
up  his  corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  done, 
and  his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  sun  to  go  down  before  dispositions 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed." 

The  facts  of  the  movements  of  the  troops  in 
coming  up  to  this  point  are  all  given  in  the 
statements  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bank- 
head,  who  carried  my  order  to  the  troops  to 
move  up  while  I  rode  forward  to  examine  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  to  form  ;  and  in  the 
letters  of  Generals  Crawford,  Griffin,  and  Ayres, 
who  commanded  my  three  divisions.  I  present 
thera  here  in  their  proper  place  in  the  narrative, 
and  they  are  conclusive  that  I  and  my  troops 
exerted  ourselves  to  form  for  the  attack  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

While  the  troops  were  forming  I  told  General 
Sheridan  it  would  occupy  till  four  p.  M.,  at  which 
time  they  were  formed,  and  at  which  time  the 
sun  was  two  and  a  half  hours  high.  Certainly 
I  could  not  have  expected  the  sun  to  go  down 
before  the  "  dispositions  for  the  attack  could  be 
completed,"  nor  have  given  him  reason  to  think 
I  wished  it.  I  had  at  the  time  confidence  in  the 
success  of  our  proposed  attack,  and  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  General  Sheridan,  under  whom 
I  wTas  glad  to  serve.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  misapprehension  he  labored  un- 
der in  imputing  such  baseness  to  me,  and  I  trust 
my  conduct  throughout  the  war  has  shown  to 
those  by  whom  I  am  best  known  that  I  am  in- 
capable of  it. 

f  Extracts  from  this  report,  giving  all  that  relates  to  me, 
are  placed  in  the  appendix  to  this  narrative. 


The.  third  imputation  ie  contained  in  tlie  fol- 
lowing : 

"  During  this  engagement  portions  of  his  line 
gave  way  when  not  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and 
simply  from  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  troops,  which  General  Warren  did  not  exert 
himself  to  inspire." 

I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  to  con- 
trol the  movements  of  an  entire  corps  d'armee, 
fighting  and  changing  front  as  it  advanced 
through  the  forests.  It  is  clearly  a  case  for  the 
exercise  of  a  corps  commander's  judgment,  how 
far  he  shall  at  any  time  give  his  personal  efforts 
to  the  general  control  of  his  corps,  or  assist  his 
subordinate  commanders  in  their  commands, 
and  whether  he  shall  use  his  staff  and  himself 
to  rally  troops  who  break  under  a  not  very  se- 
vere fire,  from  want  of  confidence,  or  to  so  direct 
other  portions  of  his  command  as  to  thereby 
remedy  the  evil  which  this  giving  way  pro- 
duced. Whatever  is  vital  to  the  success  of  the 
whole  is  the  thing  deserving  the  corps  comman- 
der's attention,  and  to  that,  throughout,  I  gave 
mine.  On  account  of  the  forest,  General  Sheri- 
dan saw  but  one  flank  of  the  operations  of  my 
command,  and  was  no  further  cognizant  of  my 
exertions.  He  saw  nothing  of  the  fighting  of 
General  Crawford's  division,  which  suffered  more 
from  the  enemy's  fire  than  any  other.  There  was 
no  part  of  my  command  that  did  not  witness  my 
exertions  at  one  time  or  another,  and  my  horse 
was  fatally  shot  close  to  the  enemy's  breast- 
works. To  those  who  served  under  me  I  refer 
for  proof  of  my  exertions,  and,  as  they  repre- 
sent every  section  of  our  country,  any  one  who 
wishes  can  verify  my  assertion  by  those  around 
him. 

If  General  Sheridan  had  stated  which  of  my 
troops  misbehaved  for  want  of  my  presence,  I 
could  bring  the  evidence  of  their  commander  to 
bear  in  my  defence.  But  how  this  exertion 
could  have  been  specially  required  of  me  I  am 
at  loss  to  understand  ;  for  he  says  himself,  "  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  troops  in  this 
battle  and  the  gallantry  of  their  commanders." 

The  duty  of  every  soldier  to  obey  has  its  cor- 
relative which  entitles  him  to. the  protection  of 
those  under  whom  he  serves,  and  this  I  have 
been  denied. 

General  Sheridan  says : 

"  I  .therefore  relieved  him  from  the  command 
of  the  Fifth  corps,  authority  for  this  action 
having  been  sent  to  me  before  the  battle,  unso- 
licited." 

From  the  time  that  authority  reached  him  he, 
apparently,  sought  occasion  to  use  it.  I  say  this 
with  regret ;  but  the  -tone  of  the  report  toward 
me,  and  his  hasty  action,  indicate  that  it  was  so. 
If  a  victory  won  by  my  command,  under  my  di- 
rection, could  not  gain  me  credit,  where  the 
plans  made  were,  as  he  says,  "  success/icily  exe- 
cuted," and  where  my  efforts  and  directions  were 
known  to  almost  every  one,  then  nothing  could. 

General  Grant,  while  giving  the  above  au- 
thority to  General  Sheridan,  had  never  signified 
to  me,  in  the  remotest  manner,  any  dissatisfac- 
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tion  with  me.  I  had  had  no  direct  official  rela- 
tions with  him.  My  instructions  all  came  through 
General  Meade,  and  to  him  all  my  reports  were 
made.  If  General  Grant  had  ever  expressed 
himself  displeased  with  me  to  General  Meade, 
the  latter  had  kept  it  from  me;  and  he  ever 
showed,  by  intrusting  to  me  the  advance  of  the 
army  on  many  vital  occasions,  and  often  by  send- 
ing me  on  detached  expeditions,  the  highest 
confidence  in  me,  and  this  is  well  known. 

I  shall  further  reply  to  the  imputations  of 
General  Sheridan  while  giving  the  narration  of 
the  events  to  which  they  relate,  which  narration, 
I  hope,  will  possess  an  interest  of  its  own,  inde- 
pendent of  its  defence  of  me. 

Narrative. 

In  order  to  introduce  the  battle  of  Five  Forks 
intelligently,  I  will  first  describe  the  previous 
operations  of  March  twenty-ninth,  thirtieth,  and 
thirty-first,  and  shall  do  so  but  briefly,  in  order 
to  confine  attention  particularly  to  the  first  of 
April  and  the  orders  of  the  night  before. 

My  command,  on  March  twenty-ninth,  con- 
sisted of  General  Crawford's  division,  five  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fifty  strong ;  General 
Griffin's  division,  six  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  strong ;  and  General  Ayres'  division, 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  strong. 
I  took  with  me,  as  directed,  only  five  four-gun 
batteries,  under  General  Wainwright.  I  had  no 
cavalry,  except  an  escort  of  forty  men,  under 
Captain  Horrell. 

All  the  cavalry  of  the  army,  except  headquar- 
ter escorts,  was  with  General  Sheridan,  whose 
operations  were  to  be  so  distinct  from  mine  that 
I  was  ordered  to  act  entirely  independent  of  any 
protection  he  could  give  my  flanks.  My  position 
throughout  was  on  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry 
and  artillery,  army  of  General  Meade. 

To  facilitate  the  understanding  of  the  subject,  I 
have  added  to  my  narrative  a  reliable  map,  on  a 
scale  of  one  mile  to  an  inch.  The  region  repre- 
sented is  of  the  character  common  in  Virginia, 
level,  much  covered  with  thick  and  tangled 
woods,  and  well  watered  by  numerous  small, 
swampy  streams.  The  soil  was  clayey  or  sandy, 
which,  when  commingled  in  wet  places,  partakes 
of  the  nature  of  "  quick-sand,"  and  where,  up- 
heaved by  the  winter  frosts  that  now  had  left 
it,  presented  little  less  support  to  wheels  or 
hoofs  than  would  a  bank  of  snow. 

I  enumerate  'here  the  officers  of  my  staff,  not 
merely  because  it  is  due  to  them  whenever  the 
operations  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  are  con- 
sidered, but  also  to  point  out  those  to  whom 
any  one  can  specially  refer  for  the  correctness 
of  what  I  write.  This  staff  has  probably  had  as 
much  experience  in  the  actual  warfare  as  any 
other  that  could  be  named.  It  consisted  of 
Colonel  H.  C.  Bankhead,  Inspector-General,  and 
Major  Win.  T.  Gentry,  Commissary  of  Musters, 
both  graduates  of  the  United  States  Military 
Academy;  of  Colonel  F.  T.  Locke,  Adjutant 
General,  which  position  he  had  held  from  the 
organization  of  the  corps,  in  May,  1862;  of 


Colonel  A.  L.  Thomas,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  of 
Colonel  D.  L.  Smith,  Chief  Commissary  of  Sub- 
sistence ;  of  Colonel  T.  R.  Spencer,  Medical  Di- 
rector ;  of  Dr.  Chas.  K.  Winne,  Medical  Inspect- 
or ;  of  Captain  Malvern,  Chief  Ambulance  Offi- 
cer ;  and  of  Captain  G.  B.  Halstead,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General.  To  these,  for  the  time,  was 
added  Captain  Wm.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  of  the  Regu- 
lar Engineers,  detached  from  General  Meade's 
staff  to  accompany  me,  and  who  gave  me  most 
important  assistance,  as  also  did  Major  Van 
Bokkelen,  of  the  Volunteer  Engineer  Brigade, 
who  joined  us  with  a  light  canvas  pontoon 
train.  MY  personal  aides-de-camp  were  Major 
E.  B.  Cope,  a  most  valuable  topographical  officer ; 
Captain  James  S.  Wadsworth,  son  of  the  lament- 
ed General  James  S.  Wadsworth ;  and  Captain 
Gordon  Winslow,  son  of  the  like  lamented  Rev. 
Gordon  Winslow. 

BATTLE   OF   QUAKER   KOAD. 

We  left  our  camp,  in  rear  of  the  lines  at  Peters- 
burg, at  three  A.  M.,  on  March  twenty-ninth. 
We  moved  south,  across  Rowanty  Creek,  below 
the  junction  of  Gravelly  and  Hatcher's  Runs, 
took  the  road  thence  to  Dkiwiddie  Court  House, 
as  far  as  the  Quaker  Road,  then  turned  up  this 
latter,  and  crossed  Gravelly  Run. 

A  sharp  engagement  took  place  between  a 
division  of  the  enemy  and  my  advance,  consist- 
ing of  General  Griffin's  division,  at  the  Old  Saw- 
Mill  site,  in  which  General  Griffin  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  the  junction  of  the  Quaker  Road 
and  Boydton  Plank-road,  inflicting  upon  them  a 
severe  loss,  and  losing  himself  three  hundred 
and  Sixty-seven  killed  and  wounded. 

It  commenced  raining  in  the  night,  and  con- 
tinued to  rain  heavily  all  day  on  the  thirtieth. 
During  this  day,  General  Griffin's  line  was  ad- 
vanced, with  heavy  skirmishing  up  the  Boydton 
Plank-road,  so  as  to  confine  the  enemy,  near  Bur- 

§ess'  Mill,  to  his  breastworks  along  the  White 
ak  Road.  A  reconnoissance  by  General  Ayres' 
division  was  also  made,  as  far  west  as  where  the 
enemy's  line  along  the  White  Oak  Road  turned 
northward  to  Hatcher's  Run,  and  our  picket 
line  was  established  near  the  White  Oak  Road. 
Finding,  on  personal  examination,  that,  though 
we  could  see  the  road,  our  pickets  did  not  oc- 
cupy it,  I  directed  this  occupation  to  be  made 
that  evening. 

BATTLE   OP   WHITE   OAK   RIDGE. 

Toward  daylight  on  March  31,  General  Griffin's 
division  was  relieved  by  a  portion  of  the  Second 
army  corps.  At  7.35  A.  M.,  in  answer  to  a  dis- 
patch of  General  Webb,  requesting  to  be 
informed  of  the  location  of  my  troops,  I  sent 
the  following : 

"  General  Griffin's  troops  will  be  massed  near 
Mrs.  Butler's  ;  General  Ayres'  near  S.  Dabney's  ; 
General  Crawford's  about  half-way  between. 
They  are  along  a  wood-road  running  from  near 
Mrs.  Butler's  to  W.  Dabney's,  on  .the  White  Oak 
Road.  It  is  not  practicable  now  for  wheels,  and 
there  is  a  very  difficult  branch  of  Gravelly  Run 
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that  runs  south  from  the  White  Oak  Ridge, 
joining  the  stream  at  the  crossing  of  the  Plank- 
road,  which  will  take  a  long  time  to  make  prac- 
ticable for  wagons.  I  have  all  the  pioneers  I 
can  spare  at  work  on  it.  I  will  send  you  a 
sketch." 

It  must  be  noticed  here  that,  at  this  time,  we 
were  quite  ignorant  of  the  country  I  was  operat- 
ing in,  and  the  following  corrections  are  now 
necessary  in  the  above  dispatch.  The  place 
"  S.  Dabney's"  did  not  exist,  though  on  our 
printed  maps.  The  place  taken  for  S.  Dabney's  is 
marked  on  the  map  "  unknown."  The  road,  in- 
stead of  joining  the  White  Oak  Road  at  W. 
Dabney's,  does  so  near  "  Butler's."  General 
Griffin's  division  was  just  north  of  Mrs.  Butler's, 
but  this  name  was  given  to  indicate  the  approx- 
imate location  on  the  map. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  troops  extended 
but  little  beyond  a  mile.  General  Crawford's 
division  was  in  juxtaposition  with  General 
Ayres',  and  massed  ready  to  fight  in  any  direc- 
tion. General  Ayres  was  cautioned  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  enemy's  attack  both  from 
the  north  and  west,  and  reconnoissances  were 
being  made  to  gain  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
country. 

At  8.40  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  dispatch 
from  General  Webb : 

"There  is  firing  along  General  Humphreys' 
front.  The  Major-General  commanding  desires 
you  to  be  ready  to  send  your  reserve,  if  it  should 
be  called  for,  to  support  General  Humphreys. 
There  will  be  no  movement  of  troops  to-day." 

To  this  I  at  once  sent  the  following  reply : 

"  Your  dispatch  of  8.25  A.  M.  is  just  received. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  musketry  firing  going  on 
in  our  lines,  by  the  men  firing  off  their  guns  to 
put  in  fresh  loads.  Unless  I  break  loose  entirely 
from  General  Humphreys,  I  think  the  force  he 
sent  to  relieve  General  Griffin  is  much  more 
than,  under  any  circumstances,  would  be  needed 
there.  My  troops  are,  however,  at  all  times  as 
ready  to  move  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  them  for 
a  long  time.  If  the  enemy  break  General  Hum- 
phrey's line  at  any  time,  or  threaten  to  do  so,  I 
shall  not  wait  for  orders  to  assist  him,  if  I  can." 

At  8.50  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Humphreys : 

"  Please  let  me  know  where  your  right  will 
rest,  that  I  may  connect  with  you?  General 
Miles  has  relieved  General  Griffin,  and  I  find  a 
vacant  space  on  his  left." 

To  this  I  at  once  replied  as  follows  : 

"  I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Plank-road,  and  a  copy  of  my  communication 
to  General  Webb,  as  to  my  position.  I  cannot 
take  up  any  regular  line  of  battle  on  account  of 
the  woods  and  swamps,  but  have  assembled 
each  division  at  a  point,  so  they  can  fight  in  any 
direction.  I  had  a  brigade  of  General  Griffin's 
and  a  battery  stationed  at  Stroud's,  tor  support. 
I  don't  think  your  left  could  be  turned  (even  if 
I  moved  away),  without  having  full  information. 
But  as  my  troops  now  are,  I  could  move  Griffin 
right  up  on  your  flank  along  with  my  artillery.  I 


shall  work  hard  ah1  day  to  get  the  road  through 
the  woods  in  order." 

At  8.55  A.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

"  Owing  to  the  weather,  no  change  will  to-day 
be  made  in  the  present  position  of  the  troops. 
Three  days'  rations  of  subsistence  and  forage 
will  be  brought  up  and  issued  to  the  troops, 
and -the  artillery  and  wagons  authorized  to  ac- 
company them.  The  empty  supply  wagons  will 
be  sent  to  the  rear,  to  be  refilled  at  the  railroad 
terminus.  The  Chief  Engineer  and  Corps  Com- 
manders will  use  every  exertion  to  make  prac- 
ticable the  roads  to  the  rear  and  communications 
with  their  several  commands." 

At  9.40  A.  M.,  I  sent  the  following  dispatch  to 
General  Webb : 

"  I  have  just  received  a  report  from  General 
Ayres  that  the  enemy  have  their  pickets  still 
this  side  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  so  that  their 
communication  is  continuous  along  it.  I  have 
sent  out  word  to  him  to  try  and  drive  them  off, 
or  develop  with  what  force  the  road  is  held  by 
them."  This  operation  I  deem  essentially  neces- 
sary to  the  security  of  our  own  position,  and  I 
directed  General  Ayres  to  use  a  brigade,  if  neces- 
sary, the  distance  being  but  a  few  hundred 
yards.  In  answer  to  it  I  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written  10.30  A.  M.  : 
"  Your  dispatch,  giving  General  Ayres'  position, 
is  received  :  "  General  Meade  directs  that  should 
you  determine,  by  your  reconnoissance,  that  you 
can  get  possession  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  you 
are  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  the  orders  to  sus- 
pend operations."* 

General  Winthrop,  with  his  brigade  of  General 

|  Ayres'   division,   advanced    accordingly   about 

j  10j^  A.  M.,  and  was  repulsed,  and  eimultane- 

j  ously  an  attack,   which  had   been    preparing 

against  General  Ayres,  was  made  by  the  enemy 

in  heavy  force,  both  from  the  north  and  west,  and 

General  Ayres'  division  was  forced  back.  General 

Ayres  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  stay  the 

enemy.     I  hastened  toward  the  point  of  attack ; 

but  on  arriving  near  General  Crawford's  division, 

it  was  also  falling  back,  and  all  our  efforts  to 

hold  the  men  in  the  woods   were  unavailing. 

General  Griffin's  line  was  then  formed  along  the 

east  bank  of  the  branch  of  Gravelly  Run,  with 

Mink's  battery  on  his  right,  and  after   some 

*  Comparison  of  the  preceding  dispatches  with  the  follow- 
ing extract  relating  to  the  same  subject,  taken  from  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Grant's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
July  22, 1865,  published  with  the  annual  documents,  shows 
that  Lieutenant-General  Grant  must  have  been  misinformed  ill 
relation  to  the  reports  made  by  me,  and  the  orders  I  received. 

[EXTRACT.] 

' '  On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  General  Warren  reported  favor- 
ably to  getting  possession  of  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  was 
directed  to  do  so.  To  accomplish  this,  he  moved  with  one 
division  instead  of  his  whole  corps." 

It  is  seen  that  the  operations  proposed  by  me  and  ordered, 
were  as  General  Mcade  describes,  of  the  nature  of  a  "  reconnois- 
sance" only,  the  result  of  which  was  to  determine  what  should 
be  done.  Special  arrangement  would  have  to  be  made  with 
General  Humphreys,  if  Griffin's  division  had  to  be  moved  up  to 
the  point  where  Generals  Ayres  and  Crawford  were.  The 
action  of  the  enemy,  however,  interfered  with  the  plans,  as 
they  often  did,  and  produced  the  resulting  operations. 
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severe  fighting  the  enemy  was  stopped.  Generals 
Crawford  and  Ayres  re-formed  their  troops 
behind  this  line.  Information  of  these  events 
was  sent  to  General  Humphreys  early  in  their 
occurrence,  and  he  sent  General  Miles' division  to; 
close  the  space  between  his  left  and  General  Grif- 
fin's right.  One  brigade  of  this,  also,  advanced 
to  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  but  was  at  first 
driven  back. 

At  1  P.  M.,  I  made  the  following  report  to  Gen- 
eral Webb  : 

"  General  Ayres  made  an  advance  with  a  small 
force  at  10  A.  M.,  which  the  enemy  drove  back 
and  followed  up  in  heavy  force,  compelling  both 
Ayres  and  Crawford  to  fall  back  on  Griffin,  and, 
of  course,  in  much  confusion.  Griffin's  troops 
held  the  enemy  at  the  Run  west  of  the  Plank- 
road.  General  Miles'  division"  (a  brigade  of  it) 
"  afterward  attacked  the  enemy  and  were  forced 
back  on  my  right.  My  skirmish  line  in  front  of 
Griffin  (most  of  it)  has  advanced  on  my  left. 

"  I  am  going  to  send  forward  a  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  all  I  can  get  of  Crawford's  and  Ayres' 
divisions,  and  attack,  swinging  on  our  right. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  for  this,  and  it 
will  take  place  about  1.45  p.  M.,  if  the  enemy 
does  not  attack  sooner." 

Owing  to  some  difficulties  in  crossing  the 
Run,  this  advance  which  was  thus  made  with 
the  whole  available  corps,  took  place  a  little  after 
the  time  specified  above.  General  Humphrey's 
division,  under  General  Miles,  also  advanced 
against  the  enemy  about  the  same  period  on  our 
right,  but  the  movement  was  not  made  in  close 
connection  with  mine.  It  is  my  intention  to 
enter  more  into  details  when  I  receive  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  my  division  commanders. 

At  3.40  P.  M.,  I  wrote,  from  the  White  Oak 
Road,  the  following  dispatch  to  General  Webb  : 

"  We  have  driven  the  enemy,  I  think,  into  his 
breastworks.  The  prisoners  report  General  Lee 
here  to-day,  and  also  that  their  breastworks  are 
filled  with  troops.  We  have  prisoners  from  a 
portion  of  Pickett's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

"  General  Chamberlain's  brigade  acted  with 
much  gallantry  in  their  advance,  capturing  nearly 
the  entire  Fifty-sixth  Virginia  regiment,  with  its 
flags." 

We  met  with  but  little  opposition  in  this  ad- 
vance, so  that  only  this  one  brigade  was  earn- 
estly engaged. 

The  loss  to  the  corps,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
from  the  morning  of  March  29th  to  the  close  of 
the  battle  of  White  Oak  Ridge,  was  eighteen 
hundred,  and  included  several  distinguished 
soldiers. 

OPERATIONS  TO  SUCCOR  GENERAL  SHERIDAN. 

Thus  far  my  operations  were  independent  of 
those  of  General  Sheridan,  but  at  this  point  they 
came  into  direct  relation  to  him,  and  the  narra- 
tive will  be  given  in  more  detail.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  I  acted  under  General 
Meade's  orders  till  daybreak  of  the  morning  of 
April  1. 

About  5  P.M.,  March  31,  while  on  the  White 


Oak  Road,  I  received  the  following  from  General 
Webb,  chief  of  staff: 

"  Secure  your  position,  and  protect,  as  well  as 
possible,  your  left  flank.  Word  has  been  sent 
to  Sheridan,  and  it  is  beli'eved  that  Sheridan  is 
pushing  up.  General  Humphreys  Avill  be  ordered 
to  push  up  and  to  connect  with  your  right.  You 
might,  if  you  think  it  worth  while,  push  a  small 
force  down  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  try  to  com- 
municate with  Sheridan,  but  they  must  take  care 
not  to  fire  into  his  advance." 

The  rattle  of  musketry  could  now  be  heard 
south-west  from  us,  which  seemed  to  us  to  be 
receding,  and  which  led  us  to  think  the  enemy 
was  driving  our  cavalry.  I  then  ordered  General 
Griffin  to  send  General  Bartlett,  with  his  brigade, 
directly  across  the  country,  so  as  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  the  flank,  and  I  sent  Major  Cope,  of  my 
staff,  with  him.  At  5.15  p.  M.  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Webb,  which  directed  what 
before  had  only  been  suggested  : 

"  The  Major-General  commanding  directs  that 
you  push  a  brigade  down  the  White  Oak  Road 
to  open  it  for  General  Sheridan,  and  support  the 
same  if  necessary.  The  firing  is  so  near  that 
the  General  presumes  that  the  command  will  not 
have  far  to  go.  The  distance  you  will  push  out 
must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  move- 
ment and  the  support  you  can  give  them." 

Thus,  at  the  time  when  to  General  Meade  it 
seemed  "  the  firing  is  so  near,"  it  plainly  sounded 
to  us  more  and  more  distant,  indicating  that  our 
cavalry  was  falling  back,  of  which  I  eoon  had 
confirmation. 

At  5.50  P.  M.,  I  sent  the  following  to  General 
Webb : 

"  I  have  just  seen  an  officer  and  a  sergeant 
from  General  Sheridan's  command,  who  were  cut 
off  in  an  attack  by  the  enemy  and  escaped.  From 
what  they  say,  our  cavalry  was  attacked  about 
noon  by  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  rapidly  driven 
back,  two  divisions — Crook's  and  Deven's — 
being  engaged.  The  firing  seemed  to  recede 
from  me  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  I  have  s"ent 
General  Bartlett  and  my  escort  in  that  direction, 
but  I  think  they  cannot  be  in  time.  I  hear  can- 
nonading that  I  think  is  from  near  Dinwiddie 
C.  H. 

About  6.30  P.  M.,  I  received  the  following  from 
General  Webb : 

"  A  staff  officer  of  General  Merritt's  has  made  a 
report  that  the  enemy  has  penetrated  between 
Sheridan's  main  command  and  your  position — 
this  is  a  portion  of  Pickett's  division.  Let  the 
force  ordered  to  move  out  the  White  Oak  Road 
move  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road  as  promptly 
as  possible." 

The  force  I  sent  under  General  Bartlett  had 
now  been  gone  an  hour,  and  to  recall  it  would 
have  required  two  hours  at  least  for  it  to  reach 
the  Boydton  Plank-road,  and  make  it  too  late 
for  use  before  dark.  My  artillery  had  all  been 
left  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road  on  .account 
of  the  mud,  which  had  compelled  me  to 
do  so,  and  General  Griffin  had  left  General 
Pearson  there,  with  three  regiments  of  infantry 
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of  General  Bartlett's  brigade  to  support  it.  I, 
therefore,  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  Gen- 
eral Webb,  at  6.30  P.  M.,  which  .explained  what 
I  did: 

"  I  have  ordered  General  Pearson,  with  three 
regiments  that  are  now  on  the  Plank-road,  right 
down  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  I  will  let  Bart- 
lett  work  and  report  result,  as  it  is  too  late  to 
stop  him." 

It  was  then  nearly  dark. 

Having  previously  reconnoitred-  the  enemy's 
breastworks  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  I  added 
the  following,  concerning  them,  to  my  dispatch 
of  6.30  P.  M.  : 

"  We  can  see  the  enemy's  breastworks  for 
two  miles  east  along  the  White  Oak  Road.  If 
they  are  well  manned  they  cannot  be  carried.  I 
am  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where  they 
turn  off  northward  from  the  White  Oak  Road." 

I  then  gave  directions  to  secure  the  position 
we  had  gained  by  intrenching,  and  proceeded, 
with  my  staff,  back  about  two  miles  to  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  at  which  place  I  could 
communicate  by  telegraph  with  General  Meade 
during  the  night.  General  Meade's  headquar- 
ters were  distant  four  and  a  half  miles,  being 
near  where  the  Vaughan  Road  crosses  Hatcher's 
Run.  General  Grant's  were  near  Dabney's  Mill, 
about  four  miles  from  me.  General  Sheridan's 
at  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  distant  five  and  a  half  miles, 
and  separated  from  me  by  a  stream  not  forda- 
ble  for  infantry  where  it  crossed  the  Boydton 
Plank-road,  and  the  bridge  was  broken  down. 
General  Grant  and  General  Meade  were  about 
ten  miles  from  General  Sheridan. 

At  eight  P.  M.,  I  received  the  following  dis- 
patch from  General  Meade,  written  7.30  P.  M.  : 

"Dispatch  from  General  Sheridan  says  he 
was  forced  back  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  by  a  strong 
force  of  cavalry  supported  by  infantry.  This 
leaves  your  rear  and  that  of  the  Second  corps  on 
Boydton  Plank-road  open,  and  will  require  great 
vigilance  on  your  part.  If  you  have  sent  the 
brigade  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road,  it  should 
not  go  farther  than  Gravelly  Run,  as  I  don't 
think  it  will  render  any  service  but  to  protect 
your  rear." 

General  Pearson  had  been  compelled  to  stop 
at  Gravelly  Run  on  account  of  the  swollen 
stream  and  broken  bridge. 

At  8.20  P.  M.,  I  wrote  to  General  Webb : 

"  I  sent  General  Bartlett  out  on  the  road  run- 
ning from  the  White  Oak  Road  and  left  him 
there.  He  is  nearly  down  to  the  crossing  of 
Gravelly  Run.  This  will  prevent  the  enemy 
communicating  by  that  road  to  night.  I  have 
about  two  regiments  and  the  artillery  to  hold 
the  Plank-road  toward  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  It 
seems  to  me  the  enemy  cannot  remain  between 
me  and  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  if  Sheridan  keeps  fight- 
ing them,  and  I  believe  they  will  have  to  fall 
back  to  the  Five  Forks.  If  I  have  to  move  to- 
night I  shall  leave  a  good  many  men  who  have 
lost  their  way.  Does  General  Sheridan  still  hold 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.  ?" 

At  8.40  P.  M.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the 


following,   marked    confidential,   from    General 
Webb: 

"  The  probability  is  that  we  will  have  to  con- 
tract our  lines  to-night.  You  will  be  required 
to  hold,  if  possible,  the  Boydton  Plank-road  and 
to  Gravelly  Run — Humphreys  and  Ord  along  the 
Run.  Be  prepared  to  do  this  at  short  notice." 

I  regretted  exceedingly  to  see  this  step  fore- 
shadowed, for  I  feared  it  would  have  the  "  mo- 
rale" of  giving  a  failure  to  our  whole  move- 
ment, as  similar  orders  had  done  on  previous 
occasions.  It  would,  besides,  relieve  the  enemy 
in  front  of  General  Sheridan  from  the  threatening 
attitude  which  my  position  gave  me,  and  I 
therefore  sent  the  following,  by  telegraph,  at  8.40 
p.  M.,  to  General  Webb : 

"  The  line  along  the  Plank-road  is  very  strong. 
One  division,  with  my  artillery,  I  think,  can 
hold  it,  if  we  are  not  threatened  south  of  Grav- 
elly Run,  east  of  the  Plank-road.  General  Hum- 
phreys and  my  batteries,  I  think,  could  hold 
this  securely,  and  let  me  move  down  and  attack 
the  enemy  at  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  on  one  side,  and 
Sheridan  on  the  other.  On  account  of  Bart- 
lett's position  they  (the  enemy)  will  have  to 
make  a  considerable  detour  to  reinforce  their 
troops  at  that  point  from  the  north.  Unless 
General  Sheridan  has  been  too  badly  handled,  I 
think  we  have  a  chance  for  an  open  field  fight 
that  should  be  made  use  of." 

My  object  was  not  effected  at  once,  for  at 
9.17  P.  M.  I  received  the  following,  by  telegraph, 
written  by  General  Webb  at  9  P.  M.  : 

"You  will,  by  the  direction  of  the  Major- 
General  commanding,  draw  back  at  once  to  your 
position  within  the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Send 
a  division  down  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H,,  to  report  to 
General  Sheridan.  This  division  will  go  down 
the  Boydton  Plank-road.  Send  Griffin's  division. 
General  Humphreys  will  hold  to  Mrs.  Butler's." 

Whereupon  I  issued  the  following  order  to 
my  command,  which  was  sent  out  9.35  p.  M.  : 

"  I.  General  Ayres  will  immediately  withdraw 
his  division  back  to  where  it  was  massed  yester- 
day, near  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 

"II.  General  Crawford  wiU  follow  General 
Ayres,  and  mass  his  troops  behind  the  intrench- 
ments  near  Mrs.  Butler's. 

"  III.  General  Griffin  will  immediately  with- 
draw General  Bartlett  to  his  present  position, 
then  move  back  to  the  Plank-road  and  down  it  to 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridan. 

"  IV.  Captain  Horrell,  with  his  escort,  will  re- 
main where  General  Griffin's  headquarters  now 
are  till  daybreak,  and  then  come  back  to  the 
Plank-road,  bringing  in  all  stragglers. 

"  Y.  Division  commanders,  in  executing  this 
movement,  which  is  ordered  by  Genaral  Meade, 
will  take  care  to  see  that  none  of  their  pickets, 
or  any  portion  of  the  troops,  are  left  behind. 

"  General  Ayres  and  General  Crawford  will 
have  their  troops  under  arms  at  daybreak,  and 
the  Chief  of  Artillery  will  have  all  the  batteries 
in  readiness  to  move." 

At  9.50  P.  M.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the  fol- 
lowing from  General  Webb,  written  9.20  P.  M.  : 
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"  The  division  to  be  sent  to  Sheridan  will  start 
at  once.  You  are  to  be  held  free  to  act  within 
the  Boydton  Plank-road.  General  Humphreys 
will  hold  to  the  road  and  the  return." 

To  this  I  immediately  replied  : 

"  Your  dispatch  of  9.20  is  just  received.  I 
had  already  sent  out  my  orders,  of  which  I 
send  you  a  copy.  You  directed  General  Griffin 
to  be  sent  to  General  Sheridan  at  once.  It  will 
take  so  much  time  to  get  his  command  together 
that  I  withdrew  the  other  divisions  first,  they 
being  unengaged  ;  but  this  will  not  retard  Gen- 
eral Griffin.  The  bridge  is  broken  on  the  Plank- 
road,  and  will  take  I  hardly  know  how  long  to 
make  practicable  for  infantry.  I  sent  an  officer 
(Captain  Benyaurd,  Engineer)  to  examine  it  as 
soon  as  your  first  order  was  received.  He  now 
reports  it  not  passable  for  infantry.  It  requires  a 
span  of  forty  feet  to  complete  the  bridge,  and 
the  stream  is  too  deep  to  ford.  Nevertheless,  I 
will  use  everything  I  can  get  to  make  it  pass- 
able by  the  time  General  Griffin's  division 
reaches  it." 

General  Griffin's  division,  in  addition  to  the 
delay  of  assembling  General  Bartlett's  brigade, 
had  to  withdraw  a  picket  line  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  and,  if  it  moved  first,  the  others,  pend- 
ing it,  had  to  relieve  this  picket  line. 

The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  we  had  found 
broken  by  the  enemy  on  our  occupation  of  the 
Plank-road  on  the  29th.  As  I  was  required  to 
operate  independently  of  the  cavalry,  and  pro- 
tect my  own  flanks,  it  was  desirable  to  me  (the 
bridge  being  in  my  rear,  as  I  faced  the  enemy 
on  the  White  Oak  Road),  that  it  should  remain 
broken.  Even  the  dispatch  of  this  evening 
from  General  Meade,  which  I  received  at  8  p.  M. 
(previously  given),  would  have  justified  me  in 
destroying  the  bridge,  had  it  yet  been  standing 
intact.  I  had  no  pontoons  with  me  now ;  the 
supply  with  which  I  started  on  the  29th  had 
been  used  in  bridging  Rowanty  Creek  and  the 
Quaker  Road  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  the 
boats  and  engineers  were  kept  there  for  the 
service  of  the  trains. 

At  10.15  P.  M.,  I  received,  by  telegraph,  the 
following  dispatch  from  General  Webb,  written 
9.40  P.  M. 

"  Since  your  dispatch  of  8.20  P.  M.,  the  General 
commanding  finds  that  it  is  impossible  for  Bart- 
lett  to  join  Griffin  in  time  to  move  with  any 
promptitude  down  the  Boydton  Plank-road.  He 
therefore  directs  that  you  send  another  good 
brigade  to  join  Griffin,  in  the  place  of  Bartlett's, 
in  this  movement.  Sheridan  was  attacked  by 
five  brigades  from  Gordon's  corps — three  from 
Pickett's  ;  possibly  by  two  from  Gordon's,  one 
of  them  being  Hoke's  old  brigade." 

This  dispatch  showed  that  my  previous  one, 
giving  the  condition  of  the  bridge  at  Gravelly 
Run,  had  not  yet  been  received.  I  deemed  it 
would  show,  when  it  was,  that  General  Bartlett 
could  join  General  Griffin  before  the  bridge 
would  be  passable,  and  that  Griffin  could  thus 
reach  Sheridan  as  soon  as  any  one,  and  require 
no  change  in  rny  previous  order:  and,  while 
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waiting  the  result  of  the  reception  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  state  of  the  crossing  by  General 
Meade,  I,  at  11.50  P.  M.,  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  him,  written  10.15  P.  M.  : 

"Send  Griffin  promptly  as  ordered,  by  the 
Boydton  Plank-road,  and  move  the  balance  of 
your  command  by  the  road  Bartlett  is  on,  and 
strike  the  enemy's  rear,  who  is  between  him 
and  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  General  Sheridan  reports 
his  position  as  north  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  near 
Dr.  Smith's,  the  enemy  holding  the  cross-roads 
at  that  point.  Should  the  enemy  turn  on  you, 
your  line  of  retreat  will  be  by  J.  M.  Brooks' 
and  R.  Boiseau's,  on  the  Boydton  Plank-road. 
(See  one-inch  map.)  You  must  be  very  prompt 
in  this  movement,  and  get  the  forks  of  the  road 
at  J.  M.  Brooks'  before  the  enemy,  so  as  to  open 
to  R.  Boiseau's.  The  enemy  will  probably  re- 
tire toward  Five  Forks,  that  being  the  direction 
of  their  main  attack  this  day.  Don't  encumber 
yourself  with  anything  that  will  impede  your 
progress  or  prevent  your  moving  in  any  direc- 
tion. Let  me  know  when  Griffin  starts  and 
when  you  start." 

This  dispatch  also  showed  that  mine,  concern- 
ing the  difficulty  of  crossing  Gravelly  Run,  was 
still  not  received.  That  I  did  not  over-estimate 
the  effect  of  this  dispatch,  when  it  should  reach 
General  Meade,  is  proved  by  his  dispatch  writ- 
ten at  11.45  P.  M.  (See  over.)  It  also  showed 
complete  ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
along  "  the  road  Bartlett  is  (was)  on,"  for  the 
enemy  already  held  this  road  on  the  south  side 
of  Gravelly  Run,  arid,  if  not  themselves  at  J.  M. 
Brooks',  occupied  our  approach  to  it.  The  con- 
dition of  affairs  here  is  given  by  Major  Cope,  in 
his  report,  as  follows : 

"  About  five  P.  M.  you  directed  me  to  lead 
Bartlett's  brigade,  by  a  direct  road,  if  possible, 
toward  the  sound  of  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Dinwiddie  C.  fl.,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  the 
rear.  I  immediately  reported  to  General  Bart- 
lett, who  Lad  his  column  put  in  motion.  The 
left  of  the  corps  rested  in  open  ground.  We 
came  out  from  the  left  and  crossed  this  ground 
for  half  a  mile  ;  then  we  came  to  a  small  branch 
of  Gravelly  Run  on  the  edge  of  the  timber. 
Here  we  found  a  wood-road  that  ran  in  the  right 
direction.  We  followed  it  one  mile  through  the 
wood  over  rolling  ground,  crossing  the  branches 
of  Gravelly  Run.  At  the  south  edge  of  this 
timber,  and  in  open  ground  on  a  hill,  stands 
Dr. 's  house  (and  here  our  skirmishers  be- 
came engaged  with  the  enemy's  pickets).  The 
ground  slopes  from  here  to  Gravelly  Run,  and 

open  all  the  way  down.  The  enemy,  after 
considerable  skirmishing,  were  driven  down  the 
slope  and  across  the  Run  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  house.  The  house  is  near  a  main 
road  leading  north  from  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  to  the 
main  road.  General  Bartlett  established  a  line 
of  pickets  along  Gravelly  Run  crossing  this  road. 
Ee  also  kept  videttes  out  on  his  right  watching 
this  road  and  other  approaches  in  the  rear.  It 
was  much  after  dark  when  he  had  made  the 
proper  disposition  of  his  troops,  and  then  we 
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began  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  number  and 
extent  of  the  enemy's  camp  fires.  They  seemed 
to  stretch  for  miles  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Run,  and  we  could  distinctly  hear  them  chop- 
ping., moving  wagons,  and  talking." 

In  addition  to  this,  the  enemy  held  the  point 
on  the  road  Bartlett  was  on,  where  it  joins  the 
White  Oak  Road,  as  had  been  ascertained  by 
Major  Gentry  of  my  staff,  while  endeavoring  to 
communicate  with  General  Bartlett.  The  Major 
lost  his  orderly  by  capture,  while  he  narrowly 
escaped  himself. 

It  was  now  one  hour  and  a-half  since  my  or- 
der had  been  sent  withdrawing  the  divisions  to 
the  Plank-road,  so  that  I  supposed  they  were  all 
moving  back  toward  the  Plank-road,  along  the 
forest  road,  with  its  single  bridge  across  the 
branch  of  Gravelly  Run,  and  in  the  order  of 
Ayres,  Crawford,  Griffin,  with  General  Bartlett's 
brigade  nearly  rejoined  to  the  latter.  To  pre- 
vent the  confusion  and  delay  that  would  occur 
by  bringing  General  Griffin  to  the  Plank-road  and 
sending  back  General  Ayres,  one  of  which  would 
have  to  leave  the  road  for  the  other  to  pass,  and 
to  save  the  time  that  would  be  lost  by  each  di- 
vision in  changing  their  relative  places,  I  deter- 
mined to  send  General  Ayres'  division  to  Dinwid- 
die  C.  H.,  instead  of  General  Griffin's,  as  it  greatly 
simplified  and  expedited  the  operation,  and  saved 
the  men's  strength  so  sorely  tried.  It  had,  be- 
sides, the  effect  to  prevent  the  separation  of 
brigades  from  their  proper  divisions,  and  keep 
each  intact — a  matter  of  importance.  As  quickly 
as  I  could  write  it,  I  at  eleven  p.  M.  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

"  1st.  General  Ayres,  instead  of  halting  his  com- 
mand, as  directed  in  his  last  order  (see  mine  on 
&352),  will  proceed  down  the  Plank-road  to 
inwiddie  C.  H.,  and  report  to  General  Sheridan. 
He  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  here  when 
the  head  of  the  column  arrives. 

"  Id.  General  Crawford  and  General  Griinn  will 
mass  their  divisions  at  the  point  where  the  order 
reaches  them,  and  report  their  position  by  the 
officer  that  brings  it.  A  change  of  plan  makes 
this  change  of  order  necessary." 

I  note  here,  a  little  out  of  the  order  of  time, 
that  I  did  not  learn  the  position  of  General 
Crawford  and  General  Griffin  till  one  A.M.,  and  so 
difficult  had  it  been  to  get  the  troops  in  motion 
on  this  intensely  dark  and  stormy  night,  that, 
although  this  order  from  me  was  sent  one  hour 
and  a-half  after  the  one  for  them  to  fall  back  to 
the  Plank-road,  yet  it  found  them  still  in  the 
same  position.  It  must  be  remembered  that  our 
troops,  so  near  the  enemy,  could  not  be  roused 
by  drums  and  bugles  or  loud  commands,  but 
each  order  had  to  be  communicated  from  each 
commander  to  his  subordinate,  from  the  General 
till  it  reached  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
which  latter  only  could  arouse  each  man  by  a 
shaking. 

The  obstacles  to  overcome  in  carrying  out  so 
many  orders  in  the  darkness  of  a  stormy,  starless 
night,  when  the  moon  had  set,  deserves  a  state- 
ment of  .them  in  detail. 


The  roads  and  paths  the  staff  officers  and  mes- 
sengers would  have  to  take,  were  often  filled 
with  troops,  and  were  as  bad  as  clayey  soil  at 
the  breaking  up  of  winter  could  make  them. 
These  routes  were  mostly  shut  in  by  the  ever- 
green forests  through  which  they  passed,  render- 
ing the  night's  darkness  as  profound  as  that  of 
the  deepest  caverns.  The  horse,  exhausted  for 
want  of  food  and  wearied  with  life  and-death 
exertions,  carried  his  rider  slowly  through  the 
mud,  and  staggered  and  stumbled  over  the  ob- 
structions. The  messenger  disappeared  on  his 
mission  the  instant  he  moved,  and  once  out  of 
call  of  the  voice  could  not  be  stopped,  or  found 
till  he  had  made  the  tour  his  instructions  re- 
i  quired,  and  returned  to  the  place  of  departure. 
On  arriving  at  his  destination,  the  messenger, 
though,  perhaps,  familiar  with  it  in  the  daylight 
just  closed,  could  scarce  recognize  it  in  the  light 
of  the  camp-fires,  which  burned  around  him  on 
every  side,  showing  everything  in  dispropor- 
tioned  and  unreal  forms.  By  these  fires,  the  ex- 
hausted soldiers  slept  heavily,  almost  deaf  to  the 
questions  addressed  to  ascertain  the  locality,  or 
answered  half  in  their  sleep.  The  commanding 
officers,  to  escape  the  noise  of  drivers  urging 
their  struggling  teams  along  the  muddy  roads, 
and  the  straggling  of  men  over  them  as  they 
slept,  were  compelled,  in  seeking  repose,  to  es- 
tablish their  headquarters  a  little  way  from  the 
main  routes  ;  and  this  alone  many  times  caused 
vexatious  delays  in  getting  orders  to  them. 
Added  to  these  were  the  vicissitudes  of  battle, 
which  always  left  the  commands  and  detach- 
ments scattered,  more  or  less,  as  the  day  closed, 
and  much  increased  the  difficulties  of  getting  the 
orders  for  a  general  movement  in  the  night, 
sometimes  causing  such  detachments  to  be  left 
entirely  without  orders,  when  all  the  rest  of 
their  commands  had  moved  away. 

Knowing  ah1  these  things,  every  precaution 
was  used  to  provide  for  them,  but  yet  they  al- 
ways existed. 

In  order  to  comply  with  General  Meade's 
first  order,  I  had  first  to  send  an  officer  to  each 
division.  Then  Major  Cope  was  the  only  per- 
son capable  of  taking  an  order  to  General  Bart- 
lett's brigade,  and  he  was  sent.  I  had  se.nt 
Major  Gentry  to  ascertain  General  Bartlett's 
location ;  but  he  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
found  the  enemy  holding  the  junction  of  it  with 
the  one  General  Bartlett  was  on,  and  failed,  as 
before  stated,  to  find  a  way  to  him.  I  had  to 
send  another  officer  for  the  pioneers,  and  go  with 
them  at  once  to  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
to  make  the  bridge.  I  had  to  send  another  to 
the  bridge  itself,  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
crossing.  I  had,  with  my  full  complement  of 
staff  officers,  but  the  following  available,  all  the 
others  being  engaged  in  their  appropriate  de- 
partments: Colonel  Bankhead,  Major  Gentry, 
Major  Cope,  Captain  Benyaurd,  Captain  Wads- 
worth,  and  Captain  Winslow. 

Having;  under  these  circumstances,  made  my 
dispositions  to  execute  one  order  for  a  general 
movement  promptly,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  strait 
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I  was  placed  in  to  countermand  those  orders 
before  the  officers  sent  out  with  the  first  one 
returned. 

But  to  resume  the  narration.  After  I  had  sent 
the  order  last  quoted,  I  informed  General  Meade 
what  I  had  done,  a»  follows  : 

"  I  issued  my  orders  on  General  Webb's  first 
dispatch,  to  fall  back,  which  made  the  divisions 
retire  in  the  order  they  could  most  readily 
move,  viz.:  Ayres,  Crawford,  and  Griffin.  I 
cannot  change  them  to-night  without  producing 
confusion  that  will  render  all  my  operations 
nugatory.  I  w^ll  now  send  General  Ayres  to 
General  Sheridan,  and  take  General  Griffin  and 
General  Crawford  to  move  against  the  enemy, 
as  this  last  dispatch  directs  I  should.  Other- 
wise I  cannot  accomplish  the  apparent  objects 
of  the  orders  I  have  received." 

I  proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  orders  and 
arrangements  to  move  with  the  two  divisions  as 
soon  as  I  could.  The  movement  had  to  be  made 
without  artillery,  or  ambulances,  or  ammunition 
wagons,  and  instructions  had  to  be  given,  in  the 
two  latter  cases,  for  special  provisions.  The 
Chief  of  Artillery  had  to  be  informed,  and  rela- 
tions established  between  him  and  General 
Humphreys,  commanding  the  Second  corps, 
whose  troops  were  required  to  take  my  place 
along  the  Plank-road. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  twelve,  I  received 
the  following  from  General  Humphreys : 

"  I  am  directed  to  resume  my  position  of  this 
morning,  &c.,  &c.  At  what  time  do  you  propose 
to  move?  I  propose  to  move  simultaneously 
with  you." 

To  this  I  sent  the  following  reply : 

"  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch,  by  Cap- 
tain Wistar.  Under  the  order  to  withdraw  at 
once  (viz.,  that  received  at  9.17  P.  M.),  I 
thought  we  each  could  do  so  individually  un- 
der cover  of  darkness,  and  so  ordered.  I  have 
since  received  orders  to  attack  the  enemy 
with  two  divisions,  sending  one  down  the 
Plank-road  to  report  to  General  Sheridan.  My 
artillery,  five  four-gun  batteries,  under  General 
Wainwright,  will  remain  on  the  line  of  the 
Plank-road.  I  think  the  enemy  that  drove  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  must  withdraw  to-night.  I  had  a 
brigade  on  the  north  road  from  J.  Boiseau's.  I 
have  now  orders  to  move  against  the  force  that 
attacked  Sheridan,  and  shall  send  all  I  have  to 
move  there  or  wherever  the  firing  of  battle  near 
us  may  indicate."  - 

At  one  A.  M.,  I  received  reports  from  my  offi- 
cers who  had  returned  from  carrying  my  order 
of  eleven  p.  M.,  and  learned  the  position-  of 
Generals  Crawford  and  Griffin.  At  this  time  I 
received  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Meade,  written  by  him  at  11.45  p.  M.  : 

"A  dispatch,  partially  transmitted,  is  re- 
ceived, indicating  the  bridge  over  Gravelly 
Run  is  destroyed,  and  time  will  be  required  to 
rebuild  it.  If  this  is  the  case,  would  not  time 
be  gained  by  sending  the  troops  by  the  Quaker 
Koad?  Time  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Sheridan  cannot  maintain  himself  at  Dinwiddie 


without  reinforcements,  and  yours  are  the  only 
ones  that  can  be  sent.  Use  every  exertion  to 
get  troops  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  If  nec- 
essary, send  troops  by  both  roads,  and  give  up 
the  rear  attack.  If  Sheridan  is  not  reinforced, 
and  compelled  to  fall  back,  he  will  retire  by  the 
Vaughan  Road." 

On  receiving  this  dispatch,  showing  so  much 
solicitude  for  General  Sheridan's  position,  and 
the  necessity  of  reinforcing  him  directly,  even 
if  I  had  to  countermand  the  previous  order,  and 
forego  entirely  the  rear  attack,  and  which,  also, 
left  the  question  for  me  to  determine,  I  felt 
much  anxiety  about  what  to  do.  The  night  was 
far  advanced.  The  distance  to  Dinwiddie  C.  H. 
by  the  Quaker  Road,  from  the  location  of  my 
troops,  was  over  ten  miles.  It  was  impossible 
for  them  to  reach  there  by  that  road  before  eight 
A.  M.  By  that  time  they  could  be  of  no  use  in 
holding  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  In  this  case,  the  most 
direct  route  for  the  rear  attack  would  be  down 
the  Plank-road,  where  General  Ayres  was  march- 
ing. This  attack,  too,  would  be  then  the  most 
effective,  as  the  whole  corps  would  be  together 
in  making  it,  and  all  in  '  communication  with 
headquarters  of 'General  Grant,  and  through  him 
with  General  Sheridan,  which  might  be  of  great 
importance.  If  General  Sheridan  retired  by  the 
Vaughan  Road,  too,  the  rear  and  right  flank  of 
General  Humphreys  would  be  left  exposed,  as 
stated  in  General  Meade's  dispatch,  received  by 
me  at  eight  p.  M.  (already  given  here).  Finally, 
to  send  a  division  around  by  the  Quaker  Road 
was  to  break  my  command  up  in  three  pieces, 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
success  of  the  first  of  April  would  have  been 
gained,  as  the  men  thus  sent  would  have  been 
too  exhausted  to  reach  the  Five  Forks  that  day. 

I  therefore  determined  that  it  was  best  to 
abide  the  movements  already  begun,  and  keep 
the  two  divisions,  Griffin's  and  Crawford's,  where 
they  were,  till  I  could  hear  that  General  Ayres 
certainly  had  reinforced  General  Sheridan.  The 
men  of  the  two  divisions  were  gaining,  while 
waiting  this  result,  a  little  of  that  rest  they  stood 
so  much  in  need  of,  on  this  their  fourth  night 
of  almost  continual  deprivation  of  it,  and  we 
had  but  a  short  distance  to  move  before  reach- 
ing the  enemy,  near  J.  Boiseau's. 

Having  determined  this,  at  one  p.  M.  I  wrote 
the  following  dispatch  to  General  Meade : 

"  I  think  we  will  have  an  infantry  bridge  over 
Gravelly  Run  sooner  than  I  could  send  troops 
around  by  the  Quaker  Road.  But  if  I  find  any 
failure,  I  will  send  that  way.  I  have  sent  Cap- 
tain Benyaurd  (two  hours  ago)  with  what  he 
thought  was  necessary  to  make  it  practicable 
in  one  hour,  and  trust  to  that.  I  am  sending  to 
General  Sheridan  my  most  available  force." 

At  2.5  A.  M.,  I  learned  the  following,  which  I 
sent  General  Webb : 

"  The  bridge  over  Gravelly  Run  Captain  Ben- 
yaurd reports  now  practicable  for  infantry,  and 
General  Ayres  advancing  across  it  toward  Din- 
widdie C.  H.  I  have  given  General  Ayres  or- 
ders to  report  to  General  Sheridan." 
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At  4.30  A.  M.  I  received  information  that  Gen- 
eral Ayres  had  communicated  with  General 
Sheridan,  and,  while  I  was  just  mounting  to  join 
Generals  Griffin  and  Crawford,  to  move  across 
the  country  against  the  enemy  at  J.  Boiseau's, 
I  received  the  following  from  General  Sheridan, 
at  4.50  A.  M.,  which  is  published  with  his  report, 
and  there  stated  to  be  written  at  three  A.  M. 

"  I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  on 
the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  with  General  Ouster's  division. 
The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front,  lying  so 
as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  the  Adams' 
House,  which  leads  out  across  Chamberlain's 
bed  or  run.  I  understand  you  have  a  division 
at  J.  Boiseau's ;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of  the 
enemy's  line  and  almost  on  his  flank.  I  will 
hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may  attack  Custer 
at  day-light ;  if  so,  have  this  division  attack  in- 
stantly and  in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight 
any  way,  and  I  will  make  an  effort  to  get  the 
road  this  side  of  Adams'  House,  and  if  I  do,  you 
can  capture  the  whole  oT  them.  Any  force 
moving  down  the  road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the 
White  Oak  Road,  will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear, 
and  in  all  probability  get  any  force  that  may  es- 
cape you  by  a  flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my 
leaving  here.  If  the  enemy  remain  I  shall  fight 
at  daylight." 

This  suppositions  state  of  affairs  given  above 
promised  most  brilliant  results,  if  true ;  but  it 
was  not.  The  enemy  occupied  the  position  at 
J.  Boiseau's  on  the  preceding  night,  and  instead 
of  my  having  a  division  there,  the  nearest  to  it  I 
had  was  Bartlett  s  brigade,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  north  of  Gravelly  Run,  the  crossing  of 
which  the  enemy  guarded.  Even  this  brigade 
of  mine  I  had  to  withdraw,  by  General  Meade's 
order,  at  9.35  p.  M.  I  fully  expected,  if  the  enemy 
had  not  retreated,  to  have  to  fight  a  battle  in 
order  to  get  across  Gravelly  Run,  near  to  J. 
Boiseau's ;  and,  if  the  enemy  had  designed  to 
stay,  we  undoubtedly  must  have  done  so.  I  so 
anticipated  in  my  instructions  to  General  Griffin. 

About  five  A.  M.  General  Griffin  left  his  posi- 
tion near  the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
moved  directly  and  rapidly  across  the  country 
to  Crumps.  He  found  the  enemy  had  left  the 
crossing  of  the  Run  open,  and  he  moved  on  to 
J.  Boiseau's,  meeting  at  the  forks  of  the  road  our 
cavalry,  under  General  Devin.  At  this  point 
General  Griffin  reported  to  General  Sheridan,  as 
1  had  directed,  should  such  a  state  of  affairs'  as 
was  found  be  developed. 

I  remained  with  General  Crawford's  division, 
which  we  formed  to  retire  in  line  of  battle  to 
meet  the  enemy,  should  he  pursue  us  from  his 
breastworks,  as  I  confidently  expected  he  would 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  our  movements.*  I 


*  The  neglect  of  the  enemy  to  follow  up  General  Crawford's 
division  as  he  withdrew  is  still  inexplicable  to  me  ;  for  had 
they  done  so,  General  Lee  would  have  been  early  informed  of 
the  movement  of  our  infantry  against  his  detached  force  at 
Five  Forks,  and  either  have  reinforced  them  or  warned  them 
to  withdraw,  and  the  disaster  to  them  which  resulted  might 
have  not  occurred.  It  seems  to  me  an  oversight  not  to  have 
teen  expected  from  our  previous  experience. 


also  deployed  my  escort  to  retire  toward  the 
Plank-road,  to  take  back  any  men  or  supplies 
which  might  be  coming  to  that  point  through 
ignorance  of  the  changes  that  had  been  made  in 
the  night.  General  Griffin's  march  having  been 
unobstructed,  I  did  not  reaclj  him  till  he  had  met 
our  cavalry.  I  then  ascertained,  too,  that  Gen- 
eral Ayres'  division  was  massed  about  half  a 
mile  south  of  us,  near  J.  M.  Brooks's. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  General  Ayres  be- 
gan to  move  back  from  the  White  Oak  Road  by 
an  order  from  me,  sent  at  9.35  P.  M,  March  31, 
which  was  written  on  the  first  intimation  I  re- 
ceived to  send  troops  to  General  Sheridan.  No 
orders  stopped  him,  nor  did  anything  delay  him 
but  physical  obstacles — such  as  the  darkness, 
bad  roads,  and  broken  bridge.  I  will  now  quote 
from  his  report  the  result : 

"  The  division  was  ordered  to  move  down  the 
Boydton  Pike  during  the  night  of  March  31,  and 
report  to  General  Sheridan  at  Dinwiddie  C.  H. 
Before  arriving  there  it  was  met  by  a  staff  officer 
of  General  Sheridan,  with  instructions  to  turn  off 
on  a  road  leading  west  into  a  road  leading  from 
Dinwiddie  C.  H.  to  the  White  Oak  Road"  (i.  e., 
from  R.  Boiseau's  to  J.  M.  Brooks'),  "  and  come 
upon  the  left  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  was 
facing  General  Sheridan's  command  near  Din- 
widdie. As  we  approached,  just  after  daylight, 
the  enemy  hastily  decamped." 

This  actual  trial  disposes  of  the  question  of 
the  ability  of  my  troops  to  reach  General  Sher- 
idan by  midnight.  It  took  General  Ayres  till 
daybreak. 

It  may  be  said,  in  support  of  the  expectations, 
that  the  state  of  the  bridge  and  stream  were  not 
known  when  the  expectations  were  formed ;  but 
they  should  have  been.  The  route  was  used  for 
communications  between  General  Grant  and 
General  Sheridan  the  two  preceding  days.  But 
even  if  not  known  then,  they  certainly  were 
when  General  Sheridan  wrote  his  report  and. 
General  Grant  authorized  its  publication ;  and  it 
was  but  manly  and  just  to  have  then  corrected 
any  unfavorable  impression  his  lack  of  knowl- 
edge at  the  time  may  have  caused  him  to  take 
up  concerning  me. 

But,  let  us  suppose  the  two  divisions  that 
General  Grant  directed  to  be  moved  by  J.  Boi- 
seau's, were  expected  to  reach  General  Sheridan 
by  midnight.  The  order  which  I  received  was 
written  by  General  Meade  10.15  p.  M.,  five  min- 
utes after  General  Grant's  to  General  Sheridan. 
It  reached  me  10.50  P.  M.,  thirty-five  minutes 
after  being  written.  Supposing  all  possible  dis- 
patch used,  twenty  minutes  at  least  would  be 
required  for  me  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments ;  twenty  more  minutes  would  be  required 
to  carry  my  order  to  the  divisions  ;  twenty  more 
minutes  for  them  to  transmit  them  to  the  bri- 
gades ;  and  forty  minutes,  at  least,  for  the  troops 
to  get  ready  to  move ;  for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  no  bugles  or  drum  could  be  used  to 
sound  calls  or  arouse  the  men.  No  General 
could  make  plans  based  on  greater  rapidity  of 
execution  than  here  allowed,  and  our  experience 
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rarely  realized  it  on  the  most  favorable  occa- 
sions, while  this  was  one  of  the  least  so.  Sum- 
ming up  these  intervals  of  time,  we  have  two 
hours  to  add  to  the  time  of  General  Grant's 
writing  to  General  Sheridan.  I  venture  to  say  it 
took  nearly  thlo  time  for  the  note  itself  to  reach 
General  Sheridan.  Adding  these  two  hours, 
would  make  it  at  least  twelve  o'clock  before  my 
two  divisions  could  move.  They  then  had  four 
miles  to  traverse,  taking  the  White  Oak  Road, 
before  reaching  the  crossing  of  Gravelly  Run, 
which  would  occupy  till  two  A.  M.  They  had 
then  to  cross  the  stream  and  strike  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  opposed  to  General  Sheridan,  enu- 
merated by  him  as  follows  : 

"  The  opposing  forces  was  Pickett's  division, 
Wise's  independent  brigade  of  infantry,  and 
Fitz  Hugh  Lee's,  Rossers',  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cav- 
alry commands.  This  force  is  too  strong  for 
us." 

To  join  General  Sheridan  by  midnight,  on  this 
route,  1  finally  had  to  capture  or  destroy  what- 
ever of  this  force  was  between  me  and  General 
Sheridan.  Any  expectations  more  unreasonable 
could  not  have  been  formed,  nor  would  I  attrib- 
ute them  to  any  one  not  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
true  state  of  the  case. 

In  regard  to  intercepting  the  enemy,  the  facts 
show  it  was  impossible  under  the  circumstances. 
I  learned  from  deserters  that  they  had  be- 
gun to  move  toward  Five  Forks  as  early  as 
ten  P.  M.  the  night  before,  believing  their  posi- 
tion would  be  untenable  the  next  morning. 
They  had  consequently  withdrawn  in  the  night, 
carrying  off  their  wounded  and  leaving  only  a 
cavalry  picket  in  General  Sheridan's  front, 
which,  as  General  Ayres  says,  "  hastily  de- 
camped "  as  he  approached  at  daylight.  It  will 
be  seen  by  a  dispatch  of  General  Meade  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  dated  six  A.  M.  (given  hereafter), 
that  General  Sheridan  must  have  been  aware  of 
this  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  early  in  the 
night. 

While  awaiting  with  General  Griffin  for  in- 
structions from  General  Sheridan,  who  had  ad- 
vanced with  the  cavalry  toward  Five  Forks,  I 
received,  about  9.30  A.  M.,  the  following  order, 
written  by  General  Webb  at  six  A.  M.  : 
•  "  General  Meade  directs  that,  in  the  move- 
ments following  your  junction  with  General  Sher- 
idan, you  will  be  under  his  orders,  and  will 
report  to  him.  Please  send  a  report  of  pro- 
gress." 

I  sent  the  report  of  progress  requested, 
which  was  in  accordance  with  the  facts  herein- 
before given. 

To  show  how  General  Meade  was  led  to  send 
me  this  order,  I  will  give  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  him  to  General  Grant,  written  at  six  A.  M., 
April  1,  an  official  copy  of  which  was  furnished 
me: 

"The  officer  sent  to  General  Sheridan,  re- 
turned between  two  and  three  A.  M.,  without 
any  written  communication,  but  giving  General 
Sheridan's  opinion  that  the  enemy  were  retiring 
from  his  front.  The  absence  of  firing  this 


morning  would  seem  to  confirm  this.  I  was 
asleep  at  the  time  this  officer  returned,  and  did 
not  get  the  information  till  just  now.  Should 
this  prove  true,  Warren  will  be  at  or  near  Din- 
widdie  soon,  with  his  whole  corps,  and  will 
require  further  orders." 

This  dispatch  also  shows  an  important  cir- 
cumstance that  affects  the  question  of  my 
ability  to  intercept  the  enemy.  The  officer  that 
brought  General  Meade  this  information  from 
General  Sheridan,  "  between  two  and  three  A. 
M.,"  could  not  have  left  General  Sheridan  less 
than  two  hours  previous,  the  distance  being 
about  ten  miles  over  the  worst  possible  roads  ; 
so  that  General  Sheridan  thought  the  enemy 
was  retiring  as  early,  at  least,  as  between 
twelve  and  one,  and  the  information  could 
scarce  have  reached  General  Sheridan,  from  his 
picket  line,  in  less  than  one  hour's  time,  so  that 
the  enemy's  movements  in  retiring  must  have 
become  apparent  as  early,  at  least,  as  between 
eleven  and  twelve.  This  confirms  the  reports 
deserters,  in  the  morning,  gave  me,  and  which 
the  completeness  of  the  withdrawal  sustains. 
Thus,  at  the  very  time  of  the  night  that  General 
Sheridan  thought  the  enemy  retreating,  I  was 
impressed,  by  repeated  dispatches  from  General 
Meade,  that  General  Sheridan  could  not  hold  on 
without  reinforcements,  and  I  acted  under  that 
authority  and  belief. 

The  order  from  General  Meade  placing  me 
under  General  Sheridan's  orders,  however,  was 
not  necessary  for  that  purpose,  as  I  should  have 
obeyed  any  orders  General  Sheridan  might  give 
me,  recognizing  him  as  my  superior  army  com- 
mander. 

BATTLE    OP   FIVE   FORKS. 

When  I  met  General  S.,  at  about  eleven  A.  M., 
his  manner  was  cordial  and  friendly.  I  had  never 
served  with  him  before. 

After  talking  with  General  Sheridan  a  short  time, 
at  the  place  I  found  him,  while  he  was  occasionally 
receiving  reports  from  his  cavalry,  he  mounted 
and  rode  off  to  the  front.  At  one  P.  M.  an  officer 
brought  to  me  an  order  to  bring  up  the  infantry. 
I  at  once  dispatched  Colonel  (now  Brigadier- 
General)  Bankhead  to  give  the  orders  to  the 
division  commanders  to  bring  up  their  com- 
mands, specifying  the  order  which  I  thought 
they  could  most  rapidly  move  in.  I  then  went 
up  the  Five  Forks  Road  in  advance  of  the  infan- 
try, to  see  General  Sheridan,  and  to  inform  my- 
self of  the  use  to  be  made  of  my  troops,  so  that 
no  time  would  be  lost  on  their  arrival.  General 
S.  explained  to  me  the  state  of  affairs,  and  what 
his  plan  was  for  me  to  do.  This  I  entered  upon 
most  cordially.  General  S.  had  placed  an  officer 
back  on  the  road  to  mark  the  point  where  my 
command  was  to  turn  off.  I  then  rode  back  to 
the  point  indicated,  turned  up  the  road  which 
led  by  Gravelly  Run  Church,  and  examined  the 
ground,  and  employed  my  escort,  which  had  by 
this  time  rejoined  me,  to  picket  the  front  I  was 
to  take  up,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  discov- 
ering the  presence  of  my  infantry. 
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General  Sheridan's  order  was  to  form  the 
whole  corps  before  advancing,  so  that  all  of  it 
should  move  simultaneously.  He  especially 
stated  that  the  formation  was  to  be  oblique  to 
the  road,  with  the  right  advanced,  with  two 
divisions  in  front,  and  the  third  in  reserve  behind 
the  right  division.  The  number  of  lines  and 
consequent  extent  of  front,  he  left  me  to  decide. 
Upon  examination,  I  determined  on  an  equiva- 
lent of  three  lines  of  battle  for  each  of  the  front 
divisions,  arranged  as  follows:  Each  division 
was  to  place  two  brigades  in  front,  each  bri- 
gade in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  the  third  brigade 
in  two  lines  of  battle  behind  the  centre  of  the 
two  front  lines.  The  third  division  to  be  posted 
in  column  of  battalions  in  mass  behind  the 
right.  To  General  Ayres  I  assigned  my  left, 
General  Crawford  my  right,  and  General  Griffin 
my  reserve  behind  the  right.  In  moving,  they 
were  instructed  to  keep  close  to  the  left,  and  to 
preserve  their  direction  in  the  wood's,  by  keep- 
ing the  sun,  then  shining  brightly,  in  the  same 
position  over  their  left  shoulders. 

General  Ayres  placed  the  Maryland  brigade 
on  his  left,  in  two  lines,  and  General  Gwin's 
brigade  on  his  right ;  this  last  brigade  was 


formed  in  three  lines  instead  of  two,  as  the 
regiments  could  not  be  so  well  disposed  in  two 
lines.  General  Winthrop's  brigade,  General 
Ayres  formed  as  his  reserve.  General  Craw- 
ford formed  his  lines  so  as  to  place  Colonel 
KeEogg's  brigade  on  his  left,  General  Baxter's 
brigade  on  his  right,  and  General  Coulter's 
brigade  as  his  reserve. 

The  length  of  the  front  we  occupied  was 
about  a  thousand  yards.  The  casualties  of  the 
three  preceding  days,  together  with  the  loss  of 
those  who  had  given  out  from  weariness,  or 
were  absent  on  detached  duty,  had  probably 
reduced  our  effective  force  at  least  a  thousand 
men  in  each  division  below  that  with  which  we 
set  out  on  the  twenty-eighth,  so  that  we  had  then 
present  about  twelve  thousand  men. 

While  the  troops  were  forming,  I  prepared 
the  accompanying  sketch,  with  explanations,  for 
each  division  commander,  and  directed  them, 
as  far  as  time  would  permit,  to  explain  it  to  the 
brigade  commanders : 

"Aprill,3p  M. 

"  The  following  is  the  movement  now  about 
to  be  executed : 


"  The  line  will  move  forward  as  formed  till  it 
reaches  the  White  Oak  Road,  when  it  will  swing 
round  to  the  left,  perpendicular  to  the  White 
Oak  Road.  General  Merritt's  and  General  Ous- 
ter's cavalry  will  charge  the  enemy's  line  as 
soon  as  the  infantry  get  engaged.  The  cavalry 
is.  on  the  left  of  the  infantry,  except  McKenzie's, 
which  is  moving  up  the  White  Oak  Road  from 
the  right." 

General  Griffin,  in  his  report,  says  the  forma- 
tion prior  to  the  attack  was  as  follows  : 

"  The  First  division  on  the  right  flank  formed 
in  three  lines,  with  one  brigade  on  the  right  en 
echelon" 

I  supplied  General  Griffin  with  the  same 
sketch  and  plan  of  operations  as  I  had  General 
Ayres  and  General  Crawford,  in  which  I  thought 
I  indicated  General  Griffin's  position  in  rear  of 
the  right.  But  the  necessity  for  him  to  protect 
his  own  flank,  and  the  wedge-like  shape  of 
the  formation,  as  a  whole,  led  General  Griffin  to 
regard  his  division  as  on  the  right. 


General  Sheridan  says,  in  his  report,  that  he 
directed  "  one  division  to  be  formed  in  reserve 
opposite  the  centre."  This  is  a  mistake;  his 
order  was  to  form  it  in  rear  of  the  right.  The 
line  was  to  be  formed  "  obliquely  to  and  at  a 
point  a  short  distance  from  the  White  Oak 
Road;"*  this  threw  the  right  in  the  advance, 
and,  it  was  supposed  by  him,  would  strike  the 
enemy  first  and  need  the  support. 

During  the  formation  of  my  troops,  I  used  all 
the  exertions  possible  to  hasten  their  arrival, 
and  everything  was  so  prepared  for  them,  that 
they  marched  at  once  to  their  assigned  position 
without  a  halt. 

General  Sheridan  expressed  to  me  his  appre- 
hension that  our  cavalry,  which  continued  to 
fire  on  the  enemy,  would  use  up  ah1  their  ammu- 
nition before  my  troops  would  be  ready.  I  in- 
formed him  that  they  would  not  all  be  in  posi- 
tion before  four  p.  M.,  but  that  I  was  ready  to 

*  See  Sheridan's  Report. 
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move  at  once  with  whatever  was  at  hand,  if  he 
directed,  and  let  the  rest  follow ;  but  he  did  not. 
His  impatience  was  no  greater,  apparently,  than 
I  felt  myself,  and  which  I  strove  to  repress  and 
prevent  any  exhibition  of,  as  it  would  but  tend 
to  impair  confidence  in  the  proposed  operations. 
When  everything  possible  is  being  done,  it  is 
important  to  have  the  men  think  it  is  all  that 
success  requires,  if  their  confidence  is  to  be  re- 
tained. 

Against  General  Sheridan's  most  ungenerous 
statement,  that  I  gave  him  the  impression  that 
I  wanted  the  sun  to  go  down,  I  simply  place  my 
denial,  and  trust  that  my  whole  conduct  in  life, 
and  especially  in  this  war,  sustains  me  in  it. 
The  sun  did  not  set  until  two  hours  and  a  half 
after  the  formation  was  completed. 

In  proof  of  the  efforts  I  made  to  get  the  troops 
in  position,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
did  move,  I  present  the  following  communica- 
tions from  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Bankhead, 
of  my  staff;  Brevet  Major-General  Crawford, 
commanding  Third  division ;  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral Griffin,  commanding  First  division ;  Brevet 
Major-General  Ayres,  Second  division. 

General  Bankhead  writes  me,  under  date  of 
June  twenty -seventh : 

"  SIR  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth inst.,  received  the  twenty-fifth,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  I  was  with  you  April 
first,  at  the  time  you  received  some  instructions 
from  General  Sheridan,  through  one  of  his  staff 
officers.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  orders  I  am 
not  aware,  further  than  that  you  immediately 
turned  to  me,  and  directed  me  '  to  bring  up  the 
corps  at  once  along  the  road  we  were  at  the 
time,  and  that  you  would  meet  the  column  your- 
self ;  that  the  divisions  would  march  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,  viz.,  Third,  First,  Second.'  I  im- 
mediately galloped  back,  and  gave  the  orders, 
in  person,  to  Generals  Griffin  and  Crawford.  As 
I  was  directed  to  see  the  head  of  the  column 
was  started  on  the  right  road,  I  sent  the  order 
to  General  Ayres,  commanding  Second  division 
(who  was  further  off  to  the  right),  by  one  of 
your  Aids,  either  Major  Cope  or  Captain  Wads- 
worth. 

"  The  orders  were  obeyed  promptly,  and  the 
troops  moved  out  as  expeditionary  as  the  nature 
of  the  road  and  the  crowded  state  it  was  in  (be- 
ing blocked  up  with  led  cavalry  horses)  would 
admit.  Every  exertion  appeared  to  be  made  by 
General  Crawford,  who  had  the  advance,  to  keep 
the  road  clear  for  the  infantry  to  pass.  I  re- 
mained with  the  head  of  the  column  until  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  place  it  was  halted  and 
placed  in  position  to  make  the  attack. 

"(Signed)  H.  C.  BANKHEAD, 

•'Brevet  Colonel  Assistant  Inspector-General." 

The  following  is  from  General  Crawford,  dated 
July  seventeenth : 

"  GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  June  seventeenth,  asking  if  my  division  did 
not  move,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  in  form- 
ing prior  to  our  attack  on  the  enemy  at  the  bat- 


tle of  Five  Forks,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  troops  under  my  command  moved  at  once, 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  that,  in  my 
opinion,  no  unnecessary  time  was  lost  frdm  that 
time  till  they  were  formed  as  you  directed. 
"  (Signed)  S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

"  Brevet  Major-General." 

The  following  is  from  General  Griffin,  dated 
June  twenty-sixth : 

"  GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  communication 
of  the  seventeenth  instant,  in  reference  to  the 
movement  of  the  First  division  just  prior  to  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  first,  1865, 1  have  to 
state  I  was  in  command  of  that  division  on  that 
day,  and  about  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  received, 
through  Colonel  Bankhead,  Corps  Inspector,  an 
order  to  move  down  the  road  leading  northward 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  the  cavalry  and 
infantry  were  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once.  I 
moved  my  troops  as  promptly  as  I  could,  and  on 
arriving  near  the  place  where  the  corps  was 
formed  for  the  attack,  was  met  by  yourself.  You 
immediately  pointed  out  the  ground  that  my 
troops  were  to  form  on,  remarking,  in  substance, 
that  you  wished  me  to  be  as  expeditious  as  pos- 
sible. The  order  was  executed  at  once,  and  I 
then  reported  in  person  to  you.  In  my  opinion, 
the  division  was  formed  without  any  halting  or 
unnecessary  delay. 

"  (Signed)  CHARLES  GRIFFIN, 

"Brevet  Major-General.'* 

The  following  is  from  General  Ayres,  dated 
June  twenty-fourth : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  the  seventeenth  inst.,  last  evening, 
asking  an  official  statement  concerning  the  move- 
ment of  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  first  of  April, 
from  the  position  where  it  was  massed  to  that 
where  the  lines  of  battle  were  formed  previous 
to  that  attack.  I  do  not  know  at  what  time  the 
order  was  given  to  commence  the  movement.  I 
was  ordered  to  follow  the  First  division.  This 
was  done,  and  my  division  was  kept  well  closed 
up  on  the  troops  in  front.  On  arriving  near  the 
position  where  the  lines  were  forming,  you  re- 
quested me  to  form  my  troops  as  expeditiously 
as  possible,  as  General  Sheridan  desired  to  attack 
the  enemy  immediately.  Once  again,  during  the 
formation,  you  desired  me  to  be  expeditious. 
My  division,  being  a  very  small  one,  was  soon 
formed,  whereupon  I  reported  to  you  that  I  was 
ready.  The  order  was  then  given,  and  the  troops 
moved  at  once  to  the  attack. 

"  (Signed)  R.  B.  AYRES, 

«  Brevet  Major-General." 

My  record  on  this  point  could  not  be  better 
or  more  complete. 

In  view  of  this  testimony,  it  is  further  appar- 
ent that  General  Sheridan  had  left  out  of  hie 
calculations  the  necessary  time  to  make  the 
formation  he  directed,  and  that,  in  his  own  opin- 
ion, his  plan  was  endangered  thereby. 

The  propriety  of  an  army  all  moving  at  once 
pre-supposes,  in  order  that  the  General  who  so 
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employs  it  should  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the 
results  obtained,  that  he  should  have  his  infor- 
mation so  exact  that  the  mass  falls  directly  upon 
a  vulnerable  and  vital  point  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. If  there  thould  be  a  mistake  in  this,  the 
chief  merit  belongs  to  those  exertions  and  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  mistake  is  corrected, 
or  in  the  new  dispositions  which  the  occasion 
demands  as  requisite  and  which  may  be  prac- 
ticable. But  General  Sheridan's  calculation,  as 
to  the  position  of  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's 
line,  was  faulty,  and  to  a  very  serious  extent, 
considering  that  he  had  placed  aJl  the  troops  in 
position  for  the  move.  The  changes  we  had  to 
make  afterward  required  the  greatest  exertion 
of  myself  and  staff,  when  everything  was  in 
motion,  and  in  woods  of  the  difficult  nature  usu- 
ally found  in  Virginia,  no  one  of  the  command 
being  at  all  acquainted  with  the  ground  over 
which  we  were  moving. 

After  the  forward  movement  began,  a  few 
minutes  brought  us  to  the  White  Oak  Road, 
distant  about  a  thousand  yards.  There  we  found 
the  advance  of  General  McKenzie's  cavalry, 
which,  coming  up  the  White  Oak  Road,  had  ar- 
rived there  just  before  us.  This  showed  us,  for 
the  first  time,  that  we  were  too  far  to  our  right 
of  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Ayres'  right 
crossed  the  road  in  the  open  field,  ana  his  divis- 
ion commenced  changing  front  at  once,  so  as  to 
bring  his  line  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy's 
position.  Fortunately  for  us,  the  enemy's  left 
flank  so  rested  in  the  woods  that  he  could  not 
fire  at  us  as  we  crossed  this  open  field,  and  the 
part  of  it  that  faced  us  formed  a  very  short  line. 
This  General  Ayres  attacked  at  once,  the  firing 
being  heavy,  but  less  than  usually  destructive, 
on  account  of  the  thick  woods.  The  rapid 
change  of  front  by  General  Ayres  caused  his 
right  flank,  at  first,  to  get  in  advance  of  General 
Crawfoid,  owing  to  the  greater  distance  the  lat- 
ter had  to  move,  and  exposed  it  to  be  taken  in 
flank  by  the  enemy.  Orders  were  sent  by  me  to 
General  Crawford  to  oblique  his  division  to  the 
left  and  close  up  this  interval. 

As  soon  as  I  had  found  the  enemy's  left  flank, 
orders  were  sent  to  General  Griffin,  by  several 
staff  officers,  to  move  also  obliquely  to  the  left, 
and  come  in  to  the  support  of  General  Ayres. 
But  as  Griffin's  division  was  moving  out  of  sight 
in  the  woods,  the  order  only  reached  him  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  marked  "  Chimneys" 
on  the  map.  While  giving  orders  thus,  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  leave  my  place  in  the 
open  field,  because  it  was  one  where  my  staff 
officers,  sent  to  different  parts  of  the  command, 
could  immediately  find  •  me  on  their  return,  and 
thus  I  could  get  information  from  all  points  at 
once,  and  utilize  the  many  eyes  of  my  staff  and 
those  of  my  subordinate  commanders,  instead  of 
going  to  some  special  point  myself,  and  neglect 
all  others. 

The  time  had  not  arrived,  in  my  judgment,  for 
me  to  do  that.  It  may  be  that  at  this  time  it 
was  that  General  Sheridan  thought  I  did  not 
exert  myself  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  troops 


that  broke  under  a  not  very  severe  fire.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  my  personal  presence  for 
such  purpose  reported  from  any  part  of  the 
field. 

The  time  which  elapsed  before  hearing  from 
General  Crawford  or  General  Griffin  convinced 
me  they  must  have  passed  on  beyond  the  right 
of  General  Ayres.  Leaving  sufficient  means  to 
send  any  important  information  after  me,  I  then 
rode  rapidly  to  the  right,  near  the  Chimneys, 
and  was  received  with  a  considerable  fire  from 
the  enemy  across  the  open  field.  As  I  afterward 
learned,  the  fire  from  this  position  of  the  enemy 
occasioned  some  unsteadiness  in  General  Ayres' 
right,  and  also  caused  the  left  of  General  Craw- 
ford to  oblique  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  the 
protection  of  the  ridge  and  trees.  I  remained 
here  till  General  Griffin  arrived  with  his  division, 
when  I  directed  him  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
right  of  Genera]  Ayres,  and  this  he  proceeded 
to  do.  I  then  rode  back  to  General  Ayres'  posi- 
tion, and  found  that  he  had  captured  the  enemy's 
extreme  left,  and  some  thousand  prisoners.  This 
information  I  sent  to  General  Griffin,  and  then 
rode  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  direct  General 
Crawford,  as  circumstances  might  require. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  will  give  quota- 
tions from  Major  Cope's  report  relating  to  the 
preceding : 

"  You  sent  me  to  General  Griffin  with  an  order 
to  bring  his  division  toward  the  White  Oak 
Road,  by  the  flank,  in  order  to  be  in  better  sup- 
porting distance  of  the  second  division.  Also  to 
inform  General  Crawford  that  he  was  going 
somewhat  too  far  to  the  right.  I  found  Generals 
Griffin  and  Crawford  to  the  right  of  the  Chim- 
neys, and  gave  them  your  orders.  At  this  time 
the  enemy  had  a  line  of  skirmishers  running  from 
the  left  of  their  line  of  works,  by  the  Sidney 
House,  toward  Hatcher's  Run.  You  came  to 
where  General  Griffin  was,  and  then  returned  to 
the  White  Oak  Road,  where  I  joined  you  a  few 
minutes  after.  The  part  of  the  enem/s  line 
where  you  were  had  been  carried  by  General 
Ayres,  and  you  sent  me  again  to  General  Griffin, 
with  this  information,  and  with  an  order  to  push 
forward  as  fast  as  possible.  He  had  already 
reached  the  Sidney  House,  and  was  pushing  for- 
ward across  the  field.  I  delivered  your  order, 
and  gave  him  the  direction  to  advance,  which 
was  west." 

I  also  annex  an  extract  from  General  Ayres' 
report,  describing  his  operations  after  the  for- 
ward movement  began : 

"  After  moving  through  a  wood  into  an  open- 
ing, the  skirmishers  engaged  those  of  the  enemy, 
pushing  them  back.  Soon  after  crossing  the 
White  Oak  Road,  finding  the  enemy's  fire  to 
come  from  the  left,  I  changed  front  to  the  left 
by  facing  the  Second  brigade  to  the  left,  and 
filing  it  to  the  left.  Not  to  lose  time,  I  also  threw 
the  First  brigade"  (his  reserve)  "  into  the  front 
line  on  the  left  of  the  Second.  The  Third  bri- 
gade, soon  after  engaging  the  enemy,  finding  its 
right  flank  in  the  air  (I  must  confess  that  I  ex- 
perienced anxiety  also  on  this  account)  portions 
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of  it  were  very  unsteady,but  subsequently  moved 
up  and  bore  their  part  of  the  action  in  a  handsome 
manner.  After  this  change  of  front,  the  troops 
were  pushed  forward  and  soon  came  upon  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  which  was  thrown  back 
at  right  angles  with  his  main  line,  and  covered 
by  a  strong  breastwork,  screened  behind  a  dense 
undergrowth  of  pines,  and  about  one  hundred 
yards  in  length.  This  breastwork  my  troops 
charged,  and  took  it  at  the  bayonet's  point,  cap- 
turing, in  carrying  it,  over  one  thousand  pris- 
oners and  several  battle-flags.  Halting  there  a 
short  time  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  till  it 
was  apparent  the  enemy  were  giving  away  gen- 
erally, I  pushed  forward  rapidly,  holding  my 
men  in  hand,  and  r  arching  steadily  in  line  of 
battle." 

I  have  italicised  the  "  halting  there,"  &c.,  be- 
cause it  shows  that  General  Sheridan  modified 
his  own  order  not  to  halt.  No  order  to  halt  was 
given  by  me.  What  caused  the  general  giving 
way  of  the  enemy  while  General  Ayres  was 
halted  by  General  Sheridan's  order,  was  due  to 
the  operations'  elsewhere  directed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  rapid  change  of  front 
by  General  Ayres,  necessitated  by  the  unex- 
pected condition  of  things,  unavoidably  threw 
his  flank  temporarily  "in  air."  Had  the  line 
gradually  swung  round,  by  wheeling,  General 
Crawford  would  have  been  on  his  right,  but  as 
it  was,  the  change  Lad  the  momentary  effect  to 
leave  General  Crawford  "  en. echelon,"  in  rear  of 
Ayres'  right.  It  happened,  also,  that  the  right 
of  General  Ayres -became  exposed,  too,  to  a  fir® 
from  the  enemy  across  the  open  field,  around 
Sidney's.  General  Crawford's  left  encountered 
this  same  fire,  as  it  came  up  on  General  Ayres' 
right,  and  the  effect  was  to  cause  Crawford's  line 
to  oblique  somewhat  to  the  right  to  gain  the 
cover  of  the  woods  and  ridges,  but  it  kept 
steadily  moving  on  in  the  enemy's  rear — a  threatr 
ening  movement  which  made  the  position  of  the 
enemy  no  longer  tenable,  assailed  as  he  was 
both  in  front  and  flank  besides. 

I  will  now  extract  from  General  Crawford's 
report.  After  giving  a  copy  of  the  order  to 
attack  that  I  had  furnished  him  with  (see  p.  358), 
he  says : 

"  In  obedience  to  this  order  we  crossed  Grav- 
elly Run;  crossed  the  White  Oak  Road,  and 
changed  direction  to  the  left  and  advanced  direct- 
ly west.  We  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers shortly  after  moving,  driving  them  steadily 
back.  Our  way  led  through  bogs,  tangled 
woods,  and  thickets  of  pine,  interspersed  with 
open  spaces  here  and  there.  The  connection 
between  the  Second  division  and  my  line,  could 
not  be  maintained.  I  received  an  order  from 
both  General  Sheridan  and  General  Warren,  to 
press  rapidly  forward.  I  urged  on  the  entire 
command.  General  Coulter's  brigade,  from  being 
in  support  of  my  rear,  was  brought  to  fill  the 
gap  between  me  and  the  Second  divisior .  I 
pressed  immediately  on  and  found  myself  in  the 
enemy's  rear  on  the  Ford  Road,  which  I  crossed." 
'  "  Just  at  this  point  the  enemy  opened  on 


my  centre  and  left  flank  a  very  heavy  fire. 
Major-General  Warren  arriving  on  the  field  at 
that  moment,  directed  me  to  advance  immedi- 
ately down  the  Ford  Road,  and  General  Coulter's 
brigade  was  selected  for  that  purpose.  Two 
regiments,  commanded  by  Major  Funk,  placed 
on  what  was  then  the  left  of  the  road,  and  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  were  on  the  right,  supported 
by  the  other  two  brigades, '  en  echelon,'  I  ad- 
vanced at  once,  and  captured  a  battery  of  four 
guns  and  the  battle-flag  of  the  Thirty- second 
Virginian  infantry.  We  then  changed  direction 
and  advanced  again  in  a  south-west  direction, 
the  enemy  flying  before  us,  though  keeping  up 
a  desultory  firing." 

General  Griffin's  report  says  : 

"Immediately  after,  the  order  to  advance 
against  the  enemy  was  given,  with  instructions 
to  the  division  that  after  it  had  crossed  the  road 
it  was  to  change  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
strike  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  After  ad- 
vancing about  a  mile,  and  finding  nothing  in 
front,  save  a  few  cavalry .  videttes,  and  there  be- 
ing heavy  volleys  of  musketry  to  the  left  and 
rear,  the  division  was  halted." 

This  halting  under  the  circumstances,  was 
a  commendable  exercise  of  discretion.  He  says 
that,  a  personal  examination  showing  him  the 
enemy  on  his  left,  he  marched  in  that  direction. 
To  effect  this  same  thing  I  had  sent  Major  Cope 
to  him,  as  already  stated.  A  small  portion  of 
General  Griffin's  division  became  separated  in 
the  woods  from  ^the  rest,  and  continued  on 
with  General  Crawford's  division,  and  was  used 
by  me  on  the  Ford  Road.  General  Griffin,  hav- 
ing made  proper  dispositions,  "  moved  against 
the  enemy  at  double-quick,"  taking  his  breast- 
works and  one  thousand  five  hundred  prison- 
ers. 

As  stated  by  General  Crawford,  I  came  up 
with  his  division  near  B.  Boiseau's  after  he  had 
crossed  the  Ford  Road.  He  had  been  driving 
back  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  all  the  way,  and 
continually  turning  the  left  of  any  force  oppos- 
ing Generals  Ayres  and  Griffin.  I  at  once  di- 
rected his  line  to  swing  round  to  face  south- 
ward, as  we  had  now  closed  up  the  outlet  for 
the  enemy's  escape  northward,  and  to  move 
down  upon  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  the 
forks  of  the  road,  a  point  well  indicate^  to  us 
by  the  firing  of  some  pieces  of  artillery  there 
by  the  enemy.  General  Crawford's  troops  soon 
encountered  a  stiff  line  of  the  enemy  formed  to 
meet  him,  and  from  the  fire  of  which  General 
Coulter's  brigade  suffered  severely.  The  con- 
test, however,  was  short,  for  the  enemy,  now 
pressed  front,  flank  and  rear,  mostly  threw  down 

NOTE. — General  Sheridan's  report  states  that  he  directed 
General  McKenzie  to  swing  round  on  the  right  of  the  infantry 
and  gain  the  Ford  Road,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  escape 
that  way.  As  General  McKenzie  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
there  till  after  the  infantry  had  gained  the  road,  I  asked  of 
him  the  nature  of  his  operations.  He  informed  me  that  in 
attempting  to  execute  his  order  he  found  himself  north  of 
Hatcher's  Run,  aud  moving  directly  away  from  the  battle, 
which  seemed  hcrivy.  He  therefore  (as  General  Griffin  had 
done)  moved  back  toward  the  White  Oak  Road ,  so  as  to  take 
part  in  the  action. 
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their  arms.  Three  guns  of  the  captured  bat- 
tery were  found  on  the  road,  where  they  had 
been  stopped  in  their  attempt  to  escape  north- 
ward. 

Immediately  after  the  forks  were  gained  I 
directed  General  Crawford  to  change  front 
again  to  the  right,  and  march  toward  the  sound 
of  the  firing,  so  as  again  to  take  the  enemy  in 
flank  and  rear,  and  this  he  at  once  did.  I  also 
directed  a  cavalry  brigade,  which  had  been 
kept  mounted,  and  which  now  came  rapidly 
along  the  Ford  Road  toward  me,  not  to  move 
along  it  further,  but  to  file  to  their  left  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  direction  General  Crawford  had 
taken. 

I  then  passed  down  the  Ford  Road,  and  on 
reaching  the  forks,  turned  to  the  right  along  the 
White  Oak  Road.  The  troops  were  joyous  and 
filled  with  enthusiasm  at  their  success,  but 
somewhat  disorganized  thereby  and  by  their 
marching  and  fighting  so  long  in  the  woods. 
On  my  arriving  at  the  point  E  (see  map),  I  found 
that  our  advance  there  was  stayed  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  formed  a  new  line  for  their  left  flank 
near  the  position  F,  while  they  yet  ^main- 
tained  their  front  against  our  cavalry  on  the 
south.  Though  the  orders  had  been  not  to  halt, 
"and  many  officers  were  then  urging  their  men 
forward,  the  disordered  men,  not  feeling  the  in- 
fluence of  their  commanders,  continued  to  fire 
without  advancing. 

Accompanied  by  Captain  Benyaurd  and  the 
portion  of  my  staff  then  present,  I  rode  out  to 
the  front  and  caUed  those  near  me  to  follow. 
This  was  immediately  responded  to.  Every- 
where along  the  front  the  color-bearers  and  offi- 
cers sprang  out,  and,  without  more  firing,  our 
men  advanced,  capturing  ah1  the  enemy  remain- 
ing. 

During  this  last  charge  my  horse  was  fatally 
shot  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  where  the 
enemy  made  his  last  stand,  an  orderly  by  my 
side  was  killed,  and  Colonel  Richardson,  of  the 
Seventh  Wisconsin,  who  sprang  between  me 
and  the  enemy,  was  severely  wounded. 

I  sent  General  Bankhead,  after  the  last  of  the 
enemy  had  been  captured,  to  General  Sheridan 
to  report  the  result  and  receive  his  instructions. 
He  returned  witli  the  reply  that  my  instructions 
had  been  sent  me.  At  seven  p.  M.  they  reached 
me,  and  were  as  follows : 

"Major-General  Warren,  commanding  the 
Fifth  army  corps,  is  relieved  from  duty,  and 
will  report  at  once  for  orders  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General Grant,  commanding  armies  United 
States." 

I  at  once  asked  of  General  Sheridan  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order,  but  could  obtain  none. 

The  Fifth  corps,  in  this  battle,  captured  3,244 
men,  with  their  arms,  eleven  regimental  colors, 
and  one  four-gun  battery  with  its  caissons. 

It  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  634  men,  of 
which  300  were  in  General  Crawford's  division, 
205  in  General  Ayres'  division,  and  125  in  Gen- 
eral Griffin's  division.  Among  these  were  sev- 
eral distinguished  officers  of  high  promise. 


Their  names  will  be  duly  recorded  in  the  official 
reports. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  believe  there  never  was  a  previous  period 
of  my  military  life  when  the  operations  I  have 
described  would  not  have  gained  me  the  praise 
of  my  superior.  I  have  seen  nearly  all  the 
principal  officers  of  my  command,  and  all  unite 
in  telling  me  that  they  regard  my  treatment  as 
unjust.  General  Griffin  assured  me  he  would  so 
express  himself  at  suitable  opportunity  to  Gen- 
eral Sheridan.  Of  the  many  expressions  of 
sympathy  I  have  received  from  members  of  my 
corps,  the  following  letter,  sent  me  unsolicited, 
but  published  here  by  permission,  written  by 
one  of  its  most  worthy  officers — Colonel  T.  F. 
McCoy,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers — is  given  as  a  t}7pe  : 

"  I  had  expected  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing you  before  retiring  from  the  service,  person- 
ally paying  my  respects,  and  bidding  you  a  kind 
farewell ;  but  it  was  ordered  otherwise.  A  mere 
glimpse  of  you,  as  we  passed  through  Peters- 
burg on  our  march  North,  was  the  last  sight  the 
Fifth  corps  had  of  their  beloved  commander.  I 
can  most  truthfully  assure  you  of  your  great  pop- 
ularity with  the  corps,  both  officers  and  men ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  further,  that  it  was  a  pre- 
vailing sentiment  that  it  was  a  well-merited  pop- 
ularity. I  speak  freely  and  frankly.  I  can 
realize  how  gratifying  it  is  to  a  commanding 
officer  to  know  that  he  has*  the  love  and  respect 
of  his  men. 

"  On  the  second  of  April,  when  it  was  known 
that  you  had  been  taken  from  us,  there  was  min- 
gled surprise,  regret,  and  gloom.  I  have  read  and 
re-read,  again  and  again,  General  Sheridan's  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  the  Five  Forks,  and  in  my 
humble  judgment,  he  utterly  fails  in  justifying  his 
conduct  in  your  removal.  Even  if  what  is  as- 
serted were  true,  (which  I  do  not  believe,)  in 
view  of  your  past  valuable,  services  to  the 
country,  and  more  especially  to  your  corps,  and 
you  in  command,  having,  in  a  great  measure, 
gained  by  its  splendid  conduct  that  afternoon, 
the  most  important  victory  of  the  campaign  ; 
and  while  thanks  and  shouts  were  going  up  to 
Heaven  for  the  great  achievement,  to  relieve 
from  his  honored  command  one  of  the  principal 
heroes  was  an  act  most  strange  and  no  less  as- 
tounding. This  is  merely  the  substance  of  what 
has  been  in  my  mind,  and  which  I  would  have 
been  pleased  to  have  expressed  to  you  person- 
ally, could  I  have  met  you  at  any  proper  period 
since.  I  look  back  upon  this  battle  of  the  Five 
Forks  with  great  interest,  it  being  the  turning 
point  of  the  great  movements  from  which  flowed 
so  many  favorable  and  glorious  results.  Then, 
I  have  a  more  personal  interest  in  it  from  the 
fact  of  my  regiment  conducting  itself  so  well, 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  thanks  of 
General  Baxter  on  the  field." 

It  is  a  source  of  much  regret  to  me  that  the 
suddenness  of  my  removal  has  prevented  my 
taking  an  appropriate  leave  of  my  command, 
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and  thereby  to  express  to  them  my- warm  wishes 
for  their  future,  and  my  sympathy  with  them, 
whatever  that  future  may  be. 

I  feel,  too,  that  many  to  whom  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  carry  with  them  to  their 
homes  my  testimony  of  their  services  have  been 
deprived  of  it.  So  far  as  this  can  be  remedied, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  do  so  yet.  I  also  hope  that 
those  who  may  have  been  overlooked  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  honors  will  write  to  me,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  promote  their  just  claims  as  far  as 
my  endorsement  can. 

No.  119  EAST,  SEVENTEENTH  STREET, 
NEW  YOEK  CITY,  December  10,  1865. 

Appendix. 

I  give  herein  an  appendix  of  all  the  authorita- 
tive communications  yet  published  on  the  battle 
of  Five  Forks 

LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  WARREN  IN  REGARD  TO  HIS 
BEING  RELIEVED    BY   GENERAL   SHERIDAN. 

"  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  Thursday,  May  11, 1865. 

"  To  the  Editors  of  the  New  York  Times: 

"  I  respectfully  request  the  publication  in  your 
paper  of  this  communication  and  accompanying 
letters  relating  to  the  battle  of  Five  Forks. 

"  The  only  reason  I  have  heard  assigned  for 
relieving  me  at  that  time  were  the  surmises  of 
newspaper  correspondents,  which  there  is  no 
authority  for.  But  an  unfriendly  spirit  toward 
me  apparently  dictated  their  suppositions,  and 
they  have  done  me  much  injustice.  I  was  re- 
lieved only  after  the  battle  was  over,  and  while 
at  the  head  of  my  .troops,  and  when  not  even  a 
fugitive  of  the  enemy  was  in  sight. 

"  I  personally  sought  of  General  Sheridan  a 
reason  for  his  order  ;  but  he  would  not,  or  could 
not,  give  one,  and  declined  to  do  so.  I  obeyed 
the  order  to  report  to  General  Grant  that  night, 
and  was  by  him  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
defences  at  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg, I  was  given  the  command  of  the  troops  at 
the  latter  place  and  along  the  Southside  Railroad, 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  When 
these  troops  were  relieved  by  troops  from  the 
Army  of  the  James,  I  was  left  in  Petersburg 
awaiting  orders.  I  then  addressed  a  letter  (copy 
sent  herewith),  dated  April  ninth,  to  General 
Rawlins,  Chief  of  Staff,  soliciting  an  investiga- 
tion. On  the  twenty-second  April,  I  sent  an- 
other, requesting  permission  to  publish  the  first 
one,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  therein  (copy  sent 
herewith).  On  the  second  May,  I  telegraphed 
Colonel  Bowers,  Adjutant-General,  to  ascertain 
if  these  had  been  received,  and  he  answered, 
they  '  were  received,  the  latter  during  General 
Grant's  absence.  Orders  have  been  sent  you 
(me)  to  report  here,  when  you  can  see  the  Gen- 
eral.' 

"  On  May  third,  I  received  by  telegraph  an 
extract  from  General  Orders  No.  78,  of  May  first, 
assigning  me  to  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  I  at  once  proceeded  to 


Washington,  and,  after  a  personal  interview 
with  General  Grant,  received,  on  the  sixth  of 
May,  an  answer  to  my  communications  of  the 
ninth  and  twenty-second  April,  authorizing  my 
publishing  them,  and  stating  the  reasons  for  not 
granting  me  the  investigation  sought.  A  copy 
of  this  letter  is  herewith  sent. 

"  Having  thus  exhausted  my  means  of  getting 
at  the  cause  of  my  being  relieved  by  General 
Sheridan,  I  present  the  following  brief  account 
of  the  operations  on  the  first  of  April : 

"  The  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  thirty- 
first  of  March  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  send 
a  portion  of  my  corps  during  the  night  to  sup- 
port General  Sheridan's  cavalry,  which  had  been 
forced  back  to  near  Dinwiddie  Court  House.  One 
of  my  divisions  was  thus  compelled  to  march  all 
night,  after  having  fought  all  day,  and  the  rest 
of  the  corps  moved  toward  the  enemy  that  con- 
fronted the  cavalry  at  daybreak. 

"  Our  presence  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
enemy  compelled  him  to  fall  back  rapidly  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Five  Forks,  and  General  Sheridan, 
on  advancing  with  the  cavalry,  found  him  slightly 
intrenched  there.  This  force  proved  to  be  a 
complete  division  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  and 
all  the  cavalry  of  Lee's  army. 

"I  received  an  order  from  General  Meade, 
after  joining  General  Sheridan,  to  report  to  him 
for  duty,  which  I  did,  and  the  corps  was  halted 
by  his  direction  at  the  point  where  we  joined 
him,  about  eight  A.M.  At  one  P.M.  I  was  di- 
rected to  bring  up  the  corps  to  Gravelly  Run 
Church,  a  distance  of  about  two  and  three-fourths 
miles  from  where  they  had  been  halted,  and 
there  form  with  two  divisions  in'  front  and  one 
in  reserve,  so  as  to  move  with  the  whole  corps, 
and  attack  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  on  the 
White  Oak  Road. 

"  My  line  was  formed  accordingly.  Ayres  on 
the  left,  in  three  lines  of  battle ;  Crawford  on 
the  right,  in  three  lines  of  battle ;  and  Griffin's 
division  in  reserve  in  masses.  This  occupied 
till  four  P.  M.  The  forward  movement  then  be- 
gan. General  Ayres'  division  became  first  en- 
gaged, wheeling  to  the  left,  from  facing  north 
to  facing  west,  as  it  advanced.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  also  wheeled  to  the  left  on  Gen- 
eral Ayres'  as  on  a  pivot,  but  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground  and  forests,  and  the  greater  dis- 
tance to  gain,  he  lost  his  connection  with  Gen- 
eral Ayres. 

"  Into  the  interval  thus  left  General  Griffin's  di- 
vision was  placed.  These  two  divisions  steadily 
drove  in  the  enemy's  left  flank.  General  Craw- 
ford's division  moved  on  westward  till  it  gained 
the  road  leading  north  from  the  centre  of  the 
enemy's  position,  when  it  was  wheeled  to  the 
south,  and  attacked  the  troops  that  were  en- 
deavoring to  hold  this  road  as  an  outlet  for  es- 
cape. 

"  All  the  divisions  now  closed  in  upon  the 
enemy,  capturing  the  artillery  that  was  attempt- 
ing to  move  north,  and  nearly  all  the  infantry, 
which  their  movements  had  thrown  in  the  great- 
est confusion.  I  successfully  followed  the  opera- 
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tions  of  my  divisions  from  left  to  right,  being 
with  General  Crawford  when  the  position  was 
taken. 

"  While  these  movements  above  described  were 
going  on,  the  cavalry  engaged  the  enemy  along 
his  whole  front,  which  was  facing  south.  The 
enemy  still  maintained  the  right  of  his  line,  con- 
fronting the  cavalry,  after  we  had  swept  away 
his  left  and  centre  ;  but  the  Fifth  corps  crowd- 
ing along  the  line  without  waiting  to  re-form, 
captured  all  who  remained,  as  it  swept  along. 

"  I  was  with  the  extreme  advance  in  the  last 
movement,  and  was  relieved  while  there  at 
seven  p.  M.,  the  battle  being  then  over,  and  not 
even  a  fugitive  enemy  in  sight. 

"  The  following  are  copies  of  the  letters  here- 
in referred  to. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"G.  K.  WARREN, 

"  Major-General  Volunteers." 

GENERAL   WARREN   TO  -COL.    BOWERS. 

"PETERSBURG,  April  22,  1865. 

"  To  Colonel  T.  8.  Bowers,  A.  G.,  Headquarters 

Armies  of  United  States : 

"  COLONEL  :  1  beg  leave  to  forward  a  copy  of 
communication  addressed  to  Headquarters  Ar- 
mies United  States,  on  the  ninth  instant,  with  the 
request  to  be  allowed  to  publish  the  same.  This 
will  relieve  me  and  my  friends  from  an  unpleas- 
ant relation  to  the  public,  will  answer  many 
letters  daily  received,  and  will  prevent  my 
silence  being  an  injury  to  me.  I  can  then 
patiently  await  the  investigation  that  I  do  not 
doubt  will  in  due  time  be  accorded  to  me. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"G-.  K.  WARREN, 

' '  Major-General  Volunteers. " 

BEQUEST   FOB  AN   INVESTIGATION. 

"  PETERSBURG,  April  9,  1865. 

"  To  Brigadier- General  J.  A.  Eawlins,  Chief  of 
Staff,  Headquarters  Armies  of  United  States : 
"GENERAL:  The  order  of  General  Sheridan 
taking  from  me  the  command  of  my  corps  on  the 
evening  of  the  first  of  April,  after  the  victory 
was  won,  assigns  no  cause,  and  leaves  me  open 
to  the  inferences  now  finding  expression  in  the 
public  prints,  and  which  are  in  every  way  to  my 
prejudice. 

"  I  am  unconscious  of  having  done  anything 
improper  or  unbecoming  to  my  position,  or  the 
character  of  a  soldier,  or  neglected  any  order  or 
duty. 

"  I  therefore  respectfully  request  a  full  inves- 
tigation of  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  will  admit. 

"  I  make  this  application  now  while  awaiting 
orders,  which  I  deem  the  most  appropriate  time  ; 
but  I  do  not  intend  nor  desire  to  press  the  mat- 
ter upon  the  consideration  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General  until  he  can  give  it  his  attention  without 
interfering  with  more  important  duties.  The 
regard  already  shown  me,  in  immediately  assign- 
ing to  me  another  command  on  the  second 
instant,  gives  me  the  assurance  that  he  will  not 


deem  it  an  intrusion  to  solicit  an  opportunity  to 
vindicate  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a  faithful 
soldier  of  the  Union,  who  waits  in  silence  under 
an  unmerited  injury,  till  such  time  as  his  supe- 
rior shall  be  ready  to  give  him  a  hearing. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"G.  K.  WARREN, 

"Major-General  Volunteers." 

GENERAL   GRANT'S   REPLY. 

"  HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  \ 
"WASHINGTON,  May  6,  1865.        j 

"  To  Major-General  G.  K.  Warren: 

"  GENERAL  :  Your  note,  requesting  authority  to . 
publish  your  application  for  an  investigation  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  you  were  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Fifth  army  corps,  or  to  have 
the  investigation,  is  received. 

"  It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  give  the  court 
and  witnesses  necessary  for  the  investigation, 
but  I  see  nothing  in  your  application  objection- 
able to  have  published. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"U.  S.  GRANT, 

"  Lieutenant-General." 

The  following  report,  it  will  be  perceived, 
contradicts  no  statement  of  my  letter  of  May  11. 
It  is  copied  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal : 

REPORT    OE   MAJOR-GENERAL   SHERIDAN. 

"  CAVALRY  HEADQUARTERS,  May  16,  1865. 

"  GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  narrative  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  recent  campaign  in  front  of 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  terminating  with  the 
surrender  of  the  rebel  army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Virginia, 
on  April  9, 1865  : 

***** 

"  During  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  of  March, 
my  headquarters  were  at  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  and  the  Lieutenant-General  notified  me 
that  the  Fifth  corps  would  report  to  me,  and 
should  reach  me  about  midnight.  This  corps 
had  been  offered  me  on  the  thirtieth  instant ;  but 
very  much  desiring  the  Sixth  corps,  which  had 
been  with  me  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  I  asked 
for  it,  but  on  account  of  the  delay  which  would 
occur  in  moving  that  corps  from  its  position  in 
the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg,  it  could  not  be 
sent  to  me.  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
brief  accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  day,  the 
response  to  which  was  the  ordering  of  the  Fifth 
corps  to  my  support  and  my  command,  as  also 
the  dispatch  from  the  Lieutenant-General  noti- 
fying me  of  his  action.  I  understood  that  the 
Fifth  corps,  when  ordered  to  report  to  me,  was 
in  position  near  S.  Dabney's  house,  in  the  angle 
between  the  Boydton  Road  and  the  Five  Forks 
Road. 

'•'  Had  General  Warren  moved  according  to 
the  expectations  of  the  Lieutenant-General,  there 
would  appear  to  have  been  but  little  chance  for 
the  escape  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  front  of 
Dinwiddie  Court  House.  Ayres'  division  moved 


DOCUMENTS. 


365 


down  the  Boydton  Plank-road  during  the  night, 
and  in  the  morning  moved  west  via  R.  Bois- 
eau's house,  striking  the  Five  Forks  Road  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Dinwiddie  Court 
House.  General  Warren,  with  Griffin's  and 
Crawford's  divisions,  moved  down  the  road  by 
Crump's  house,  coming  into  the  Five  Forks  Road, 
near  J.  Boiseau's  house,  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  April. 
Meantime  I  moved  my  cavalry  force  at  day- 
light against  the  enemy's  lines  in  front,  which 
gave  way  rapidly,  moving  off"  by  the  right  flank 
and  crossing  Chamberlain's  Creek.  This  hasty 
movement  was  accelerated  by  the  discovery  that 
two  divisions  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  were  in 
their  rear  and  that  one  division  was  moving 
toward  their  left  and  rear. 

"  The  following  were  the  instructions  sent  to 
General  Warren : 

"  CAVALRY  HEADQUARTERS,  DINWIDDIE  COURT  HOUSE,  1 
April  1,  1865,  3  A.  M.  / 

"  To  Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth 

Army  Corps : 

"  I  am  holding  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,  on  the  road  leading  to  Five  Forks,  for 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  with  General  Custer's 
division.  The  enemy  are  in  his  immediate  front, 
lying  so  as  to  cover  the  road  just  this  side  of  A. 
Adams'  house,  which  leads  out  across  Chamber- 
lain's Bed  or  Run.  I  understand  you  have  a  di- 
vision at  J.  Boiseau's ;  if  so,  you  are  in  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line,  and  almost  on  his  flanks.  I 
will  hold  on  here.  Possibly  they  may  attack 
Custer  at  daylight ;  if  so,  attack  instantly  and 
in  full  force.  Attack  at  daylight  any  how,  and 
I  will  make  an  effort  to  get  the  road  this  side  of 
Adams'  house  ;  and  if  I  do,  you  can  capture  the 
whole  of  them.  Any  force  moving  down  the 
road  I  am  holding,  or  on  the  White  Oak  Road, 
will  be  in  the  enemy's  rear,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility, get  any  force  that  may  escape  you  by  a 
flank  attack.  Do  not  fear  my  leaving  here.  If 
the  enemy  remains,  I  shall  fight  at  daylight. 
"P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

«  Major-Gcneral." 

"  As  they  fell  back,  the  enemy  were  rapidly 
followed  by  General  Merritt's  two  divisions, 
General  Devin  on  the  right  and  General  Custer  on 
the  left,  General  Crook  in  the  rear.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  General  Crook's  division 
held  the  extreme  left  and  rear,  and  was  not  seri- 
ously engaged. 

"I  then  determined  that  I  would  drive  the 
enemy,  with  the  cavalry,  to  the  Five  Forks, 
press  them  inside  of  their  works,  and  make  a 
feint  to  turn  their  right  flank ;  and,  meanwhile, 
quietly  move  up  the  Fifth  corps,  with  a  view  to 
attacking  their  left  flank,  crush  the  whole  force, 
if  possible,  and  drive  westward  those  who  might 
escape,  thus  isolating  them  from  their  army  at 
Petersburg.  Happily,  this  conception  was  suc- 
cessfully executed.  About  this  time  General 
McKenzie's  division  of  cavalry,  from  the  Army 
of  the  James,  reported  to  me,  and  consisted  of 


about  one  thousand  effective  men.  I  directed 
General  Warren  to  hold  fast  at  J.  Boiseau's 
house,  refresh  his  men,  and  be  ready  to  move  to 
the  front  when  required ;  and  General  McKen- 
zie  was  ordered  to  rest  in  front  of  Dinwiddie 
Court  House  until  further  orders. 

"  Meantime,  General  Merritt's  command  contin- 
ued to  press  the  enemy,  and,  by  impetuous 
charges,  drove  them  from  two  lines  of  tempo- 
rary works;  General  Custer  guiding  his  ad- 
vance on  the  widow  Gilliam's  house,  and  Gen- 
eral Devin  on  the  main  Five  Forks  Road.  The 
courage  displayed  by  the  cavalry  officers  and 
men  was  superb,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  en- 
emy was  behind  his  works  on  the  White  Oak 
Road,  and  his  skirmish  line  drawn  in.  I  then 
ordered  up  the  Fifth  corps  on  the  main  road, 
and  sent  Brevet  Major  Gillespie,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, to  turn  the  head  of  the  column  off  on  the 
Gravelly  Church  Road,  and  put  the  corps  in  po- 
sition on  this  road,  obliquely  to  and  at  a  point 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  White  Oak  Road, 
and  about  one  mile  from  the  Five  Forks.  Two 
divisions  of  the  corps  were  to  form  the  front 
line,  and  one  division  was  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve, in  columns  of  regiments,  opposite  the 
centre. 

"I  then  directed  General  Merritt  to  demon- 
strate as  though  he  was  attempting  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  notified  that  the 
Fifth  corps  would  strike  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  and  ordered  that  the  cavalry  should 
assault  the  enemy's  works  as  soon  as  the  Fifth 
corps  became  engaged,  and  that  would  be  de- 
termined by  the  volleys  of  musketry.  I  then 
rode  over  to  where  the  Fifth  corps  was  going 
into  position,  and  found  them  coming  up  very 
slowly.  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  attack  at 
once,  for  the  sun  was  getting  low,  and  we  had 
to  fight  or  go  back.  It  was  no  place  to  in- 
trench, and  it  would  have  been  shameful  to  have 
gone  back  with  no  results  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  the  brave  men  who  had  fallen  during 
the  day.  In  this  connection,  I  will  say  that  Gen- 
eral Warren  did  not  exert  himself  to  get  up  his 
corps  as  rapidly  as  he  might  have  done  ;  and 
his  manner  gave  me  the  impression  that  he 
wished  the  sun  to  go  down  before  dispositions 
for  the  attack  could  be  completed.  As  soon  as 
the  corps  was  in  position,  I  ordered  an  advance 
in  the  following  formation :  Ayres'  division  on 
the  left,  in  double  lines  ;  Crawford's  division  on 
right,  in  double  lines ;  and  Griffin's  division  in 
reserve,  behind  Crawford's ;  and  the  White  Oak 
Road  was  reached  without  opposition. 

"  While  General  Warren  was  getting  into  po- 
sition, I  learned  that  the  left  of  the  Second  corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  my  right,  had 
been  swung  around  from  the  direction  of  its  line 
of  battle  until  it  fronted  on  the  Boydton  Road, 
and  parallel  to  it,  which  offered  an  opportunity 
to  the  enemy  to  march  down  the  White  Oak 
Road  and  attack  me  in  right  and  rear.  General 
McKenzie  was  therefore  sent  up  the  Camp  Road, 
with  directions  to  gain  the  White  Oak  Road,  if 
possible  ;  but  to  attack  at  all  hazards  any  enemy 
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found,  and,  if  successful,  then  march  down  the 
road  and  join  me.  General  McKenzie  executed 
this  with  courage  and  skill,  attacking  a  force  of 
the  enemy  on  the  White  Oak  Road,  and  driving 
it  toward  Petersburg.  He  then  countermarched, 
and  joined  me  on  the  White  Oak  Road  just  as 
the  Fifth  corps  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  I  di-. 
rected  him  to  swing  round  with  the  right  of  the 
infantry  and  gain  possession  of  the  Ford  Road 
at  the  crossing  of  Hatcher's  Run.  The  Fifth 
corps,  on  reaching  the  White  Oak  Road,  made  a 
left  wheel,  and  burst  on  the  enemy's  left  flank 
and  rear  like  a  tornado,  and  pushed  rapidly  on, 
orders  having  been  given  that,  if  the  enemy  was 
routed,  there  should  be  no  halt  to  re-form  broken 
lines.  As  stated  before,  the  firing  of  the  Fifth 
corps  was  the  signal  of  General  Merritt  to  as- 
sault, which  was  promptly  responded  to,  and 
the  works  of  the  enemy  were  soon  carried  at 
several  points  by  our  brave  cavalrymen.  The 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  strong  line  of 
works  and  completely  routed,  the  Fifth  corps 
doubling  up  their  left  flank  in  confusion,  and 
the  cavalry  of  General  Merritt  dashing  on  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  capturing  their  artillery  and 
turning  it  upon  them ;  and  riding  into  their 
broken  ranks  so  demoralized  them  that  they 
made  no  serious  stand  after  their  line  was  car- 
ried, but  took  to  flight  in  disorder.  Between 
five  thousand  and  six  thousand  prisoners  fell 
into  our  hands,  and  the  fugitives  were  driven 
westward,  and  were  pursued  until  long  after 
dark  by  Merritt'«s  and  McKenzie's  cavalry  for  a 
distance  of  six  miles. 

"  During  this  attack  I  again  became  dissatisfied 
with  General  Warren.  During  the  engagement 
portions  of  his  line  gave  way,  when  not  exposed 
to  a  heavy  fire,  and  simply  for  want  of  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  troops,  which  General  Warren 
did  not  exert  himself  to  inspire.  I  therefore  re- 
lieved him  from  the  command  of  the  Fifth  corps, 
authority  for  this  action  having  been  sent  to  me 
before  the  battle,  unsolicited.  When  the  pur- 
suit was  given  up,  I  directed  General  Griffin, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  assume  command  of 
the  Fifth  corps,  to  collect  his  troops  at  once, 
march  two  divisions  back  to  Gravelly  Church, 
and  put  them  into  position  at  right  angles  to  the 
White  Oak  Road,  facing  toward  Petersburg, 
while  Bartlett's  division,  Griffin's  old,  covered 
the  Ford  Road  to  Hatcher's  Run.  General  Mer- 
ritt's  cavalry  went  into  camp  on  the  widow  Gil- 
liam's  plantation,  and  General  McKenzie  took 
position  on  the  Ford  Road  at  the  crossing  of 
Hatcher's  Run.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  this  battle,  and  of 
the  gallantry  of  their  commanding  officers,  who 
appeared  to  realize  that  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign and  fate  of  Lee's  army  depended  upon  it. 
They  merit  the  thanks  of  the  country  and  reward 
of  the  government.  To  Generals  Griffin,  Ayres, 
Bartlett,  and  Crawford,  of  the  Fifth  corps,  and 
to  Generals  Merritt,  Custer,  Devin,  and  McKenzie, 
of  the  cavalry,  great  credit  is  due ;  and  to  their 
subordinate  commanders  they  will  undoubtedly 
award  the  praise  which  is  due  to  them  for  the 


hearty  co-operation,  bravery,  and  ability  which 
were  everywhere  displayed. 

*         *         *        *         *       .  *         * 

"  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

"  Major-General . 

"  Brevet  Maj.-Gen.  JOHN  A.  RAWLINS, 

"  Chief  of  Staff." 

"  CAVALRY  HEADQUARTERS,        1 
"  DINWTODIE  C.  H.,  March  31, 1865.  ] 

"  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  commanding  Armies 

United  States  : 

"  The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  me  about  ten 
o'clock  to-day,  on  the  road  coming  in  from  the 
west,  and  a  little  north  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  •  This 
attack  was  very  handsomely  repulsed  by  General 
Smith's  brigade  of  Crook's  division,  and  the 
enemy  was  driven  across  Chamberlain's  Creek. 
Shortly  afterward,  the  enemy's  infantry  attacked 
on  the  same  creek  in  heavy  force,  and  drove  in 
General  Davies'  brigade,  and,  advancing  rapidly, 
gained  the  forks  of  the  road  at  J.  Boiseau's. 
This  forced  Devin,  who  was  in  advance,  and 
Davies,  to  cross  to  the  Boydton  Road.  General 
Gregg's  brigade  and  General  Gibbs',  who  had 
been  toward  Dinwiddie,  then  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  rear  very  handsomely.  This  stopped  the 
march  toward  the  left  of  our  infantry,  and  finally 
caused  them  to  turn  toward  Dinwiddie  and  attack 
us  in  heavy  force.  The  enemy  then  again  at- 
tacked at  Chamberlain's  Creek,  and  forced  Smith's 
position.  At  this  time  Capehart's  and  Penning- 
ton's  brigades  of  Custer's  division  came  up,  and 
a  very  handsome  fight  occurred. 

"  The  enemy  have  gained  some  ground,  but 
we  still  hold  in  front  of  Dinwiddie  C.  H.,  and 
Davies  and  Devin  are  coming  down  the  Boydton 
Road  to  join  us. 

"  The  opposing  force  was  tPickett's  division, 
Wise's  Independent  Brigade  of  Infantry,  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee's,  Rosser's,  and  W.  H.  Lee's  cav- 
alry commands. 

"  The  men  behaved  splendidly.  Our  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  will  probably  number  four 
hundred  and  fifty  men ;  very  few  were  lost  as 
prisoners. 

"  We  have  of  the  enemy  a  number  of  prisoners. 
This  force  is  too  strong  for  us.  I  will  hold  out 
to  Dinwiddie  C.  H.  until  I  am  compelled  to 
leave. 

"  Our  fighting  to-day  was  all  dismounted. 
"P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

"  Major-General." 
"DABNEY  MILLS,  March  31, 1865—10.05  P.  M. 

Major-General  Sheridan : 

"  The  Fifth  corps  has  been  ordered  to  your 
support.  Two  divisions  will  go  by  J.  Boiseau's, 
and  one  down  the  Boydton  Road.  In  addition 
to  this,  I  have  sent  McKenzie's  cavalry,  which 
will  reach  you  by  the  Yaughan  Road. 

"  All  these  forces,  except  the  cavalry,  should 
reach  you  by  twelve  to-night. 

''You  will  assume  command  of  the  whole 
force  sent  to  operate  with  you,  and  use  it,  to  the 
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best  of  your  ability,  to  destroy  the  force  which 
your  command  has  fought  so  gallantly  to-day. 
"U.  S.  GRANT, 

"Lieutenant-General. " 


Doc.  41. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  CHICKAMAUGA. 

MESSAGE  OP  THE  PRESIDENT. 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  May  19,  1864. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering a  copy  of  the  reports  of  General  Bragg  and 
his  subordinate  commanders,  of  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT,") 
RICHMOND,  VA.,  May  19,  1864.         j 

To  His  Excellency  the  President: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  the 
reports  of  General  Bragg  and  his  subordinate 
commanders,  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BRAGG 
WARM  SPRINGS,  GEORGIA,  December  28,  1863. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General  G.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va: 

SIR  :  Most  of  the  subordinate  reports  of  the 
operations  of  our  troops  at  the  battle  of  Chick- 
amauga, having  been  received,  are  herewith 
forwarded  ;  and  for  the  better  understanding  of 
the  movements  preceding  and  following  that 
important  event,  the  following  narrative  is  sub- 
mitted : 

On  the  twentieth  of  August  it  was  ascertained 
certainly  that  the  Federal  army  from  Middle 
Tennessee,  under  General  Rosecrans,  had 
crossed  the  mountains  to  Stevenson  and  Bridge- 
port. His  force  of  effective  infantry  and  artillery 
amounted  to  fully  seventy  thousand,  divided 
into  four  corps.  About  the  same  time,  General 
Burnside  advanced  from  Kentucky  towards 
Knoxville,  East  Tennessee,  with  a  force  estimated 
by  the  General  commanding  that  Department  at 
over  twenty-five  thousand.  In  view  of  the  great 
superiority  of  numbers  brought  against  him, 
General  Buckner  concluded  to  evacuate  Knox- 
ville, and,  with  a  force  of  about  five  thousand 
infantry  and  artillery,  and  his  cavalry,  took  posi- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  Loudon.  Two  brigades  of 
his  command,  Frazier's,  at  Cumberland  Gap,  and 
Jackson's,  in  Northeast  Tennessee,  were  thus 
severed  from  us.  The  enemy  having  already 
obtained  a  lodgment  in  East  Tennessee  by  an- 
other route,  the  continued  occupation  of  Cum- 
berland Gap  became  very  hazardous  to  the 
garrison,  and  comparatively  unimportant  to  us. 
Its  evacuation  was  accordingly  ordered,  but  on 
the  appeal  of  its  commander,  stating  his  re- 
sources and  ability  for  defence,  favorably  en- 


dorsed by  Major-General  Buckner,  the  orders 
were  suspended  on  the  thirty-first  of  August. 
The  main  body  of  our  army  was  encamped  near 
Chattanooga,  whilst  the  cavalry  force,  much  re- 
duced and  enfeebled  by  long  service  on  short 
rations,  was  recruiting  in  the  vicinity  of  Rome, 
Georgia.  Immediately  after  crossing  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Tennessee,  the  enemy  threw  a  corps 
by  way  of  Sequatchie  Valley  to  strike  the  rear  of 
General  Buckner's  command,  whilst  Burnside 
occupied  him  in  front.  One  division  already 
ordered  to  his  assistance  proving  insufficient  to 
meet  the  force  concentrating  on  him,  Buckner 
was  directed  to  withdraw  to  the  Hiawassee  with 
his  infantry,  artillery  and  supplies,  and  to  hold 
his  cavalry  in  front  to  check  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance. As  soon  as  this  change  was  made,  the 
corps  threatening  his  rear  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  a  movement  in  force 
against  our  left  and  rear.  On  the  last  of  August 
it  became  known  that  he  had  crossed  his  main 
force  over  the  Tennessee  River,  at  and  near 
Carpenter's  Ferry,  the  most  accessible  point 
from  Stevenson.  By  a  direct  route  he  was  now 
as  near  our  main  depot  of  supplies  as  we  were, 
and  our  whole  line  of  communication  was  ex- 
posed, whilst  his  was  partially  secured  by  moun- 
tains and  the  river.  By  the  timely  arrival  of 
two  small  divisions  from  Mississippi  our  effective 
force,  exclusive  of  cavalry,  was  now  a  little  over 
thirty-five  thousand,  with  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  strike  on  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 
Closely  watched  by  pur  cavalry,  which  had  been 
brought  forward,  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the 
enemy's  general  movement  was  towards  our  left 
and  rear,  in  the  direction  of  Dalton  and  Rome, 
keeping  Lookout  Mountain  between  us.  The 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  want  of  supplies 
in  it,  with  the  presence  of  Burnside's  force  on 
our  right,  rendered  a  movement  on  the  enemy's 
rear  with  our  inferior  force  extremely  hazard- 
ous, if  not  impracticable.  It  was,  therefore, 
determined  to  meet  him  in  front  whenever  he 
should  emerge  from  the  mountain  gorges.  To  do 
this  and  hold  Chattanooga  was  impossible,  with- 
out such  a  division  of  our  small  force  as  to 
endanger  both  parts.  Accordingly  our  troops 
were  put  in  position  on  the  seventh  and  eighth 
of  September,  and  took  position  from  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill  to  Lafayette,  on  the  road  leading 
south  from  Chattanooga  and  fronting  the  east 
slope  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The  forces  on  the 
Hiawassee  and  at  Chickamauga  Station  took  the 
route  by  Ringgold.  A  small  cavalry  force  was 
left  in  observation  at  Chattanooga,  and  a  brigade 
of  infantry,  strongly  supported  by  cavalry,  was 
left  at  Ringgold  to  hold  the  railroad  and  protect 
it  from  raids. 

As  soon  as  our  movement  was  known  to  the 
enemy,  his  corps  nearest  Chattanooga,  and  which 
had  been  threatening  Buckner's  rear,  was  thrown 
into  that  place,  and  shortly  thereafter  com- 
menced to  move  on  our  rear  by  the  two  roads 
to  Lafayette  and  Ringgold.  Two  other  corps 
were  now  in  Will's  Valley,  one  nearly  opposite 
the  head  of  McLemore's  Cove,  a  valley  formed 


368 


REBELLION    RECORD,     1862-65. 


by  Lookout  Mountain  and  a  spur  of  the  main 
ridge  called  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  other  at 
or  near  Colonel  Winston's,  opposite  Alpine. 

During  the  ninth,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
column,  estimated  at  from  four  thousand  to  eight 
thousand,  had  crossed  Lookout  Mountain  into 
the  cove,  by  way  of  Stevens'  and  Cooper's  Gaps. 
Thrown  off  his  guard  by  our  rapid  movement — 
apparently  in  retreat,  when,  in  reality,  we  had 
concentrated  opposite  his  centre — and  deceived 
by  the  information  from  deserters  and  others 
sent  into  his  lines,  the  enemy  pressed  on  his 
columns  to  intercept  us,  and  thus  exposed  him- 
self in  detail. 

Major-General  Hindman  received  verbal  in- 
structions on  the  ninth  to  prepare  his  division  to 
move  against  this  force,  and  was  informed  that 
another  division  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill's 
command,  at  Lafayette,  would  join  him.  That 
evening  the  following  written  orders  were  issued 
io  Generals  Hindman  and  Hill : 


Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  11%  p.  M.,  Sept.  9, 

Major- General  Hindman,   commanding  Divis- 
ion : 

GENERAL  :  You  will  move  with  your  division 
immediately  to  Davis'  Cross-roads,  on  the  road 
from  Lafayette  to  Stevens'  Gap.  At  this  point 
you  will  put  yourself  in  communication  with  the 
column  of  General  Hill,  ordered  to  move  to  the 
same  point,  and  take  command  of  the  forces,  or 
report  to  the  officer  commanding  Hill's  column, 
according  to  rank.  If  in  command,  you  will 
move  upon  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  four  thous- 
and or  five  thousand  strong,  encamped  at  the 
foot  of  Lookout  Mountain,  at  Stevens'  Gap. 
Another  column  of  the  enemy  is  reported  to  be 
at  Cooper's  Gap — number  not  known. 
I  am,  General,  &c., 

KINLOCH  FALCONER, 

Assistant- Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  TENNESSEE,        1 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  11%  p.  M.  ,  Sept.  9, 1863.  j 

Lieidenant-  General  Hill,  commanding  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  enclose  orders  given  to  General 
Hindman.  General  Bragg  directs  that  you  send 
or  take,  as  your  judgment  dictates,  Cleburne's 
division  to  unite  with  General  Hindman,  at 
Davis'  Cross-roads  to-morrow  morning.  Hind- 
man  starts  at  twelve  o'clock  to-night,  and  he  has 
thirteen  miles  to  make.  The  commander  of  the 
column,  thus  united,  will  move  upon  the  enemy 
encamped  at  the  foot  of  Stevens'  Gap,  said  to  be 
four  thousand  or  five  thousand.  If  unforeseen 
circumstances  should  prevent  your  movement, 
notify  Hindman.  A  cavalry  force  should  accom- 
pany your  column.  Hindman  has  none.  Open 
communication  with  Hindman  with  your  cavalry 
in  advance  of  the  junction.  He  marches  on  the 
road  from  Dr.  Anderson's  to  Davis'  Cross-roads. 
I  am  General,  &c., 

KINLOCH  FALCONER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

On  the  receipt  of  his  order,  during  the  night, 
General  Hill  replied  that  the  movement  required 


by  him  was  impracticable,  as  General  Cleburne 
was  sick,  and  both  the  gaps,  Dug  and  Catlett's, 
had  been  blocked  by  felling  timber,  which  would 
require  twenty-four  hours  for  its  removal. 

Not  to  lose  this  favorable  opportunity — Hind- 
man, by  a  prompt  movement,  being  already  in 
position — the  following  orders  were  issued  at 
eight  A.  M.,  on  the  10th,  for  Major-General  Buck- 
ner  to  move  with  his  two  divisions  and  report 
to  Hindman : 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  TENNESSEE,        \ 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  8  A.  M.,  Sept.  10, 1863.  j 

Major-General  Buckner,  Anderson's  : 

GENERAL  :  I  enclose  orders  issued  last  night  to 
Generals  Hill  and  Hindman.  General  Hill  has 
found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  part  assigned 
to  Cleburne's  division.  The  General  command- 
ing desires  that  you  will  execute,  without  delay, 
the  order  issued  to  General  Hill.  You  can  move 
to  Davis'  Cross-roads  by  the  direct  road,  from 
your  present  position  at  Anderson's,  along  which 
General  Hindman  has  passed. 
I  am,  General,  &c., 

GEORGE  W.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

And  both  Hindman  and  Hill  were  notified. 
Hindman  had  halted  his  division  at  Morgan's, 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  Davis'  Cross- 
roads, in  the  cove,  and  at  this  point  Buckner 
joined  him,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth. 
Reports  fully  confirming  previous  information  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
were  received  during  the  tenth,  and  it  became 
certain  that  he  was  moving  his  three  columns  to 
form  a  junction  upon  us,  at  or  near  Lafayette. 
\  The  corps  near  Colonel  Winston's,  moved  on  the 
j  mountain  towards  Alpine,  a  point  twenty  miles 
I  south  of  us.  The  one  opposite  the  cove  continued 
its  movement,  and  threw  forward  its  advance  to 
Davis'  Cross-roads,  and  Crittenden  moved  from 
Chattanooga,  on  the  roads  to  Ringgold  and  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills.  To  strike  these  isolated 
commands  in  succession  was  our  obvious  policy. 
To  secure  more  prompt  and  decided  action  in 
the  movement  ordered  against  the  enemy's  cen- 
tre, my  head-quarters  were  removed  to  Lafay- 
ette, where  I  arrived  about  half-past  eleven,  P.M., 
on  the  tenth,  and  Lieutenant-Genera]  Polk  was 
ordered  forward  with  his  remaining  division  to 
Anderson's,  so  as  to  cover  Hindman's  rear  during 
the  operations  in  the  cove.  At  Lafayette,  I  met 
Major  Nocquet,  engineer  officer  on  General 
Buckner's  staff,  sent  by  General  Hindman,  atfer 
a  junction  of  their  commands,  to  confer  with,  me, 
and  suggest  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations. 
After  hearing  the  reports  of  this  officer,  and  ob- 
taining from  the  active  and  energetic  cavalry 
commander  in  front  of  our  position,  Brigadier- 
General  Martin,  the  latest  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  and  position,  I  verbally  di- 
rected the  Major  to  return  to  General  Hindman 
and  say  that  my  plans  could  not  be  changed,  and 
that  he  would  carry  out  his  orders.  At  the  same 
time  the  following  written  orders  were  sent  to 
the  General  by  courier : 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  TENNESSEE,         1 
LAFAYETTE,  GA.,  12  P.  M.,  September  10, 1863.  / 

Major- General  Hindman,  commanding,  etc. : 

GENERAL  :  Headquarters  are  here,  and  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  information  : 

Crittenden's  corps  is  advancing  on  us  from 
Chattanooga.  A  large  force  from  the  south  has 
advanced  to  within  seven  miles  of  this  point. 
Polk  is  left  at  Anderson's  to  cover  your  rear. 
General  Bragg  orders  you  to  attack  and  force 
your  way  through  the  enemy  to  this  point  at. 
the  earliest  hour  you  can  see  him  in  the  morn- 
ing. Cleburne  will  attack  in  front  the  moment 
your  guns  are  heard. 

I  am,  General,  etc., 

GEORGE  W.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Orders  were  also  given  for  Walker's  reserve 
corps  to  move  promptly  and  join  Cleburne's 
division  at  Dug  Gap,  to  unite  in  the  attack.  At 
the  same  time  Cleburne  was  directed  to  remove 
all  obstructions  in  the  road  in  his  front,  which 
was  promptly  done,  and  by  daylight  he  was 
ready  to  move.  The  obstructions  in  Catlett's 
Gap  were  also  ordered  to  be  removed,  to  clear 
the  road  in  Hindman's  rear.  Breckinridge's 
division,  Hill's  corps,  was  kept  in  position  south 
of  Lafayette  to  check  any  movement  the  enemy 
might  make  from  that  direction. 

At  daylight,  I  proceeded  to  join  Cleburne  at 
Dug  Gap,  and  found  him  waiting  the  opening  of 
Hindman's  guns  to  move  on  the  enemy's  flank 
and  rear.  Most  of  the  day  was  spent  in  this 
position,  waiting  in  great  anxiety  for  the  attack 
by  Hindman's  column.  Several  couriers  and 
two  staff  officers  were  dispatched  at  different 
times,  urging  him  to  move  with  promptness  and 
vigor.  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  the 
first  gun  was  heard,  when  the  advance  of  Cle- 
burne's division  discovered  the  enemy  had  taken 
advantage  of  our  delay  and  retreated  to  the 
mountain  passes.  The  enemy  now  discovered 
his  error,  and  commenced  to  repair  it  by  with- 
drawing his  corps  from  the  direction  of  Alpine, 
to  unite  with  the  one  near  McLemore's  Cove, 
whilst  that  was  gradually  extended  towards 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  Our  movement  having 
thus  failed  in  its  justly  anticipated  results,  it 
was  determined  to  turn  upon  the  Third  corps  of 
the  enemy,  approaching  us  from  the  direction 
of  Chattanooga.  The  forces  were  accordingly 
withdrawn  to  Lafayette,  and  Folk's  and  Walker's 
corps  were  moved  immediately  in  the  direction 
of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  The  one  corps  of 
the  enemy  in  this  direction  was  known  to  be 
divided  —  one  division  having  been  sent  to 
Ringgold.  Upon  learning  the  dispositions  of  the 
enemy  from  our  cavalry  commander  in  that 
direction,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twelfth,  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Polk,  commanding  the  advance 
forces,  was  directed  in  the  following  note : 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  TENNESSEE,       V 
LAFAYETTE,  GA.  ,  6  P.  M.  ,  September  12.  j 

Lieutenant-General  Polk : 

GENERAL  :  I  enclose  you  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Pegram.  This  presents  you  a  fine  oppor- 
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tunity  of  striking  Crittenden  in  detail,  and  I  hope 
you  will  avail  yourself  of  it  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row. This  division  crushed,  and  the  others  are 
yours.  We  can  then  turn  on  the  force  in  the 
cove.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  move  on  Wilder 
so  as  to  cover  your  right.  I  shah1  tfe  delighted 
to  hear  of  your  success. 

Very  truly  yours, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

To  attack  at  daylight  on  the  thirteenth.  Upon 
further  information  the  order  was  renewed  in 
two  notes,  at  later  hours  of  the  same  day,  as 
follows : 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  TENNESSEE.         \ 
LAFAYETTE,  GA.,  6  p.  M.,  September  12,  1863.  j 

Lieutenant-General  Polk,  commanding  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  enclose  you  a  dispatch  marked 
"  A,"  and  I  now  give  you  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding General,  viz. :  to  attack  at  day-dawn 
to-morrow  the  infantry  column  reported  in  said 
dispatch  at  three-quarters  of  a  mile  beyond 
Peavine  Church  on  the  road  to  Graysville  from 
Lafayette. 

I  am,  General,  etc., 

GEORGE  W.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUARTERR  ARMY  TENNESSEE,     ) 
LAFAYETTE,  GA.  ,  September  12,  1863.  j 

Lieutenant-General  Polk,  commanding  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  The  enemy  is  approaching  from  the 
south,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  your 
attack  in  the  morning  should  be  quick  and  de- 
cided. Let  no  time  be  lost. 

I  am,  General,  etc., 

GEORGE  W.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General 

At  eleven  p.  M.,  a  dispatch  was  received  from 
the  General,  stating  that  he  had  taken  a  strong 
position  for  defence,  and  requesting  that  he 
should  be  heavily  reinforced.  He  was  promptly 
ordered  not  to  defer  his  attack,  his  force  being 
already  numerically  superior  to  the  enemy,  and 
was  reminded  that  his  success  depended  upon 
the  promptness  and  rapidity  of  his  movements. 
He  was  further  informed  that  Buckner's  corps 
would  be  moved  within  supporting  distance  the 
next  morning. 

Early  on  the  thirteenth  I  proceeded  to  the 
front,  ahead  of  Buckner's  command,  to  find  that 
no  advance  had  been  made  on  the  enemy,  and 
that  his  forces  had  formed  a  junction  and  re- 
crossed  the  Chickamauga.  Again  disappointed, 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  place  our 
trains  and  limited  supplies  in  safe  positions, 
when  all  our  forces  were  concentrated  along 
the  Chickamauga,  threatening  the  enemy  in  front. 
Major-General  Wheeler,  with  two  divisions  of 
cavalry,  occupied  the  positions  on  the  extreme 
left,  vacated  by  Hill's  corps,  and  was  directed  to 
press  the  enemy  in  McLemore's  Cove,  to  divert 
his  attention  from  our  real  movement.  Briga- 
dier-General Forrest,  with  his  own  and  Pegram's 
division  of  cavalry,  covered  the  movement  on 
our  front  and  right.  Brigadier-General  B.  R. 
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Johnson,  whose  brigade  had  been  at  Ringgold 
holding  the  railroad,  was  moved  towards  Reed's 
Bridge,  which  brought  him  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line.  Walker's  corps  formed  on 
his  left,  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge.  Buckner's 
next,  near  Ledford's  Ford.  Folk's  opposite  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  Hill's  on  the  extreme 
left.  With  Johnson  moved  two  brigades,  just 
arrived  from  Mississippi,  and  three  of  Long- 
street's  corps,  all  without  artillery  and  transpor- 
tation. • 

The  following  orders  were  issued  on  the  night 
of  the  seventeenth  for  the  forces  to  cross  the 
Chickamauga,  commencing  the  movement  at  six 
o'clock  A.  M.  on  the  eighteenth,  by  the  extreme 
right,  at  Reed's  Bridge. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  TENNESSEE,") 

IN  THE  FIELD,  LEET'S  TAN-YARD,  v 

Septemberl8,1863.     ) 

CIRCULAR. 

I.  Johnson's  column  (Hood's),  on  crossing  at 
or  near  Reed's  Bridge,  will  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route,  and  sweep  up  the 
Chickamauga  towards  Lee  and 'Gordon's  Mills. 

H.  Walker,  crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge, 
will  unite  in  this  move,  and  push  vigorously  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  rear  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. 

III.  Buckner,  crossing  at  Ledford's  Ford,  will 
join  in  the  movement  to  the  left  and  press  the 
enemy  up  the  stream  from  Folk's  front  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills. 

IV.  Polk  will  press  his  forces  to  the  front  of 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  if  met  by  too  much 
resistance  to  cross  will  bear  to  the  right  and 
cross  at  Barton's  Ford,  or  at  Ledford's,  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  join  the  attack  wherever  the 
enemy  may  be. 

V.  Hill  will  cover  our  left  flank  from  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  from  the  cove,  and,  by  press- 
ing the  cavalry  in  his  front,  ascertain  if  the  enemy 
is  reinforcing  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  in  which 
event  he  will  attack  them  in  flank. 

VI.  Wheeler's  cavalry  will  hold  the  gap  in 
Figeon  Mountain,  and  cover  our  rear  and  left 
and  bring  up  the  stragglers. 

VII.  All  teams,  etc.,  not.  with  troops,  should 
go  towards  Ringgold  and  Dalton,  Georgia,  be- 
yond  Taylor's  Ridge.    All  cooking  should  be 
done  at  the  trains ;  rations,  when  cooked,  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  troops. 

VHI.  The  above  movements  will  be  executed 
with  the  utmost  promptness  and  persistence. 
By  command  of  General  BRAGG. 

GEORGE  W.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  resistance  offered  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  bad  and  nar- 
row country  roads,  caused  unexpected  delays  in 
the  execution  of  these  movements.  Though  the 
commander  of  the  right  column  was  several 
times  urged  to  press  forward,  his  crossing  was 
not  effected  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  At  this 
time,  Major-GeneralHood;of  Longstreet's  corps, 


arrived  and  assumed  command  of  the  column, 
Brigadier-General  Johnston  resuming  his  impro- 
vised division  of  three  brigades.  Alexander's 
Bridge  was  hotly  contested  and  finally  broken 
up  by  the  enemy,  just  as  General  Walker  se- 
cured possession.  He  moved  down  stream, 
however,  a  short  distance,  and  crossed,  as  di- 
rected, at  Byron's  Ford,  and  thus  secured  a  junc- 
tion with  Hood  after  night. 

The  movement  was  resumed  at  daylight  on 
the  nineteenth,  and  Buckner's  corps,  with  Cheat- 
hamls  division,  of  Folk's,  had  crossed  and  formed, 
when  a  brisk  engagement  commenced  with  our 
cavalry  under  Forrest  on  the  extreme  right. 
About  nine  o'clock,  a  brigade  from  Walker  was 
ordered  to  Forrest's  support,  and  soon  after 
Walker  was  ordered  to  attack  with  his  whole 
force.  Our  line  was  now  formed  with  Buckner's 
left  resting  on  the  Chickamauga,  about  one  mile 
below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills.  On  his  right  came 
Hood  with  his  own  and  Johnston's  divisions, 
with  Walker  on  the  extreme  right,  Cheatham's 
division  being  in  reserve,  the  general  direction 
being  a  little  east  of  north.  The  attack  ordered 
by  our  right  was  made  by  General  Walker  in 
his  usual  gallant  style,  and  soon  developed  a 
largely  superior  force  opposed.  He  drove  them 
handsomely,  however,  and  captured  several  bat- 
teries of  artillery  in  most  gallant  charges.  Be- 
fore Cheatham's  division,  ordered  to  his"  support, 
could  reach  him  he  had  been  pressed  back  to  his 
first  position  by  the  extended  lines  of  the  enemy 
assailing  him  on  both  flanks.  The  two  commands 
united  were  soon  enabled  to  force  the  enemy 
back  again,  and  recover  our  advantage,  though 
we  were  yet  greatly  outnumbered.  These  move- 
ments on  our  right  were  in  a  direction  to  leave 
an  opening  in  our  line  between  Clieatham  and 
Hood.  Stewart's  division,  forming  Buckner's 
second  line,  was  throwr  to  the  right  to  fill  this, 
and  it  soon  became  hotly  engaged,  as  did  Hood's 
whole  front.  The  enemy,  whose  left  was  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mills  when  our  movement  com- 
menced, had  rapidly  transferred  forces  from  his 
extreme  right,  changing  his  entire  line,  and 
seemed  disposed  to  dispute,  with  all  his  ability, 
our  effort  to  gain  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga 
in  his  rear.  Lieutenant-General  Polk  was  or- 
dered to  move  his  remaining  division  across  at 
the  nearest  ford,  and  to  assume  the  command  in 
person  on  oui  right.  Hill's  corps  was  also  or- 
dered to  cross  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills 
and  join  the  line  on  the  right. 

Whilst  these  movemenls  were  being  made  our 
right  and  centre  were  heavily  and  almost  con- 
stantly engaged.  Stewart,  by  a  vigorous  assault, 
broke  the  enemy's  centre,  and  penetrated  far 
into  his  lines,  but  was  obliged  to  retire  for  want 
of  sufficient  force  to  meet  the  heavy  enfilade 
fire  which  he  encountered  from  the  right.  Hood, 
later  engaged,  advanced  from  the  first  fire,  and 
continued  to  drive  the  force  in  his  front  until 
night.  Cleburne's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  which 
first  reached  the  right,  was  ordered  to  attack 
immediately,  in  conjunction  with  the  force  al- 
ready engaged.  This  veteran  command,  under 
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its  gallant  chief,  moved  to  its  work  after  sunset, 
taking  the  enemy  completely  by  surprise,  driv- 
ing him  in  great  disorder  for  nearly  a  mile,  and 
inflicting  a  very  heavy  loss.  Night  found  us 
masters  of  the  ground,  after  a  series  of  very 
obstinate  contests  with  largely  superior  num- 
bers. 

From  captured  prisoners  and  others  we 
learned  with  certainty  that  we  had  encountered 
the  enemy's  whole  force,  which  had  been  mov- 
ing day  and  night  since  they  first  ascertained  the 
direction  of  our  march.  Orders  had  been  given 
for  the  rapid  march  to  the  field  of  all  reinforce- 
ments arriving  by  railroad,  and  three  additional 
brigades  from  this  source  joined  us  early  next 
morning.  The  remaining  forces  on  our  extreme 
left,  east  of  the  Chickamauga,  had  been  ordered 
up  early  in  the  afternoon,  but  reached  the  field 
too  late  to  participate  in  the  engagement  of  that 
day.  They  were  ordered  into  line  on  their  arri- 
val, and  disposed  for  a  renewal  of  the  action 
early  the  next  morning.  •  Information  was  re- 
ceived from  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  of 
his  arrival  at  Ringgold  and  departure  for  the 
field.  Five  small  brigades  of  his  corps,  about 
five  thousand  effective  infantry  (no  artillery), 
reached  us  in  time  to  participate  in  the  action, 
three  of  them  on  the  nineteenth,  and  two  more 
on  the  twentieth. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  engagement  on  the 
evening  of  the  nineteenth,  the  proper  command- 
ers were  summoned  to  my  camp  fire,  and  there 
received  specific  information  and  instructions 
touching  the  disposition  of  the  troops,  and 
for  the  operations  of  the  next  morning.  The 
whole  force  was  divided  for  the  next  morning 
into  two  commands  and  assigned  to  the  two 
senior  Lieutenant-Generals,  Longstreet  and  Polk. 
The  former  to  the  left  where  all  his  own  troops 
were  stationed,  the  latter  continuing  his  com- 
mand of  the  right,  Lieutenant-General  Long- 
street  reached  my  headquarters  about  eleven  p. 
M.,  and  immediately  received  his  instructions. 
After  a  few  hours'  rest  at  my  camp  fire,  he 
moved  at  daylight  to  his  line  just  in  front  of 
my  position.  Lieutenant-General  Polk  was  or- 
dered to  assail  the  enemy  on  our  extreme  right 
at  day-dawn  on  the  twentieth,  and  to  take 
up  the  attack  in  succession  rapidly  to  the  left. 
The  left  wing  was  to  await  the  attack  by  the 
right,  take  it  promptly  when  made,  and  the 
whole  line  was  then  to  be  pushed  vigorously 
and  persistently  against  the  enemy  throughout 
its  extent.  Before  the  dawn  of  day  myself  and 
staff  were  ready  for  the  saddle,  occupying  a 
position  immediately  in  rear  of  and  accessible 
to  all  parts  of  the  line.  With  increasing  anx- 
iety and  disappointment  I  waited  until  after 
sunrise  without  hearing  a  gun,  and  at  length 
dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and 
urge  him  to  a  prompt  and  speedy  movement. 
This  officer,  not  finding  the  General  with  his 
troops,  and  learning  where  he  had  spent  the 
night,  proceeded  across  Alexander's  Bridge  to 
the  east  side  of  the  Chickamauga  and  there  de- 


livered my  message.  Proceeding  in  person  to 
the  right  wing,  I  found  the  troops  not  even  pre- 
pared for  the  movement.  Messengers  were  im- 
mediately dispatched  for  Lieutenant-General 
Polk,  and  he  shortly  after  joined  me.  My  orders 
were  renewed,  and  the  General  was  urged  to 
their  prompt  execution,  the  more  important  as 
the  ear  was  saluted  throughout  the  night  with 
the  sounds  of  the  axe  and  falling  timber,  as  the 
enemy  industriously  labored  to  strengthen  his 
position  by  hastily  constructed  barricades  and 
breastworks.  A  reconnoissance  made  in  the 
front  of  our  extreme  right,  during  this  delay, 
crossed  the  main  road  to  Chattanooga,  and 
proved  the  important  fact  that  this  greatly  de- 
sired position  was  open  to  our  possession. 

The  reasons  assigned  for  this  unfortunate  de- 
lay by  the  wing  commander  appear  in  part  in 
the  reports  of  his  subordinates.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say^  they  are  entirely  unsatisfactory.  It  also 
appears  from  these  reports  that  when  the  action 
was  opened  on  the  right,  about  ten.o'clock  A.  M., 
the  troops  were  moved  to  the  assault  in  detail 
and  by  detachments,  unsupported  until  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  right  wing  were  in  turn  re- 
pulsed with  heavy  loss.  Our  troops  were  led 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  exhibited  great 
coolness,  bravery,  and  heroic  devotion.  In  no 
instance  did  they  fail,  when  called  on,  to  rally 
and  return  to  the  charge.  But  though  invariably 
driving  the  enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  at  the 
points  assailed,  they  were  compelled  in  turn  to 
yield  to  the  greatly  superior  numbers  constantly 
brought  against  them.  The  attack  on  the  left, 
promptly  made  as  ordered,  met  with  less  resist- 
ance, much  of  the  enemy's  strength  having  been 
transferred  to  our  right,  and  was  successfully 
and  vigorously  followed  up.  About  two  P.  M., 
passing  along  the  line  to  our  left,  I  found  we 
had  been  checked  in  our  progress  by  encoun- 
tering a  strong  position,  strengthened  by  worko 
and  obstinately  defended.  Unable  to  afford  as- 
sistance from  any  other  part  of  the  field,  writ- 
ten orders  were  immediately  dispatched  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk  to  again  assault  the  enemy 
in  his  front  with  his  whole  force,  and  to  persist 
until  he  should  dislodge  him  from  his  position. 
Directing  the  operations  on  our  left  to  be  con- 
tinued, I  moved  again  to  the  right  and  soon  dis- 
patched a  staff  officer  to  General  Polk,  urging  a 
prompt  and  vigorous  execution  of  my- written 
orders.  About  four  p.  M.,  this  general  assault 
was  made  and  the  attack  was  continued  from 
right  to  left  until  the  enemy  gave  way  at  differ- 
ent points,  and,  finally,  about  dark,  yielded  us 
his  line.  The  contest  was  severe,  but  the!  im- 
petuous charge  of  our  troops  could  not  be  re- 
sisted when  they  were  brought  to  bear  in  full 
force,  even  where  the  enemy  possessed  all 
the  advantage  of  position  and  breastworks. 
The  troops  were  halted  by  their  respective 
commanders,  when  the  darkness  of  the  night 
and  the  density  of  the  forest  rendered  further 
movements  uncertain  and  dangerous,  and  the 
army  bivouacked  on  the  ground  it  had  so  gal- 
lantly won.  Both  flanks  having  advanced  more 
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rapidly  than  the  centre,  they  were  found  con- 
fronting each  other  in  lines  nearly  parallel  and 
within  artillery  range.  Any  advance  by  them, 
especially  at  night,  over  ground  so  thickly 
wooded,  might  have  resulted  in  the  most  serious 
consequences. 

The  enemy,  though  driven  from  his  lines,  still 
confronted  us,  and  desultory  firing  was  heard 
until  eight  p.  M.  Other  noises,  indicating  move- 
ments' and  dispositions  for  the  morrow,  contin- 
ued until  a  late  hour  at  night. 

During  the  operations  by  the  main  forces,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  the  cavalry,  on 
the  flanks,  was  actively  and  usefully  employed, 
holding  the  enemy  in  observation  and  threaten- 
ing or  assailing  him  as  occasion  offered.  From 
the  report  of  Major-General  Wheeler,  com- 
manding on  the  left,  it  will  be  seen  what  im- 
portant service  was  rendered,  both  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-first,  by  his  command,  es- 
pecially in  the  capture  of  prisoners  and  prop- 
erty, and  in  the  dispersion  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry. Brigadier  General  Forrest's  report  will 
show  equally  gallant  and  valuable  services  by 
his  command  on  our  right. 

Exhausted  by  two  days'  battle,  with  very  lim- 
ited supply  of  provisions,  and  almost  destitute 
of  water,  some  time  in  daylight  was  absolutely 
essential  for  our  troops  to  supply  these  neces- 
saries and  replenish  their  ammunition,  before 
renewing  the  contest.  Availing  myself  of  this 
necessary  delay  to  inspect  and  readjust  my  lines, 
I  moved,  as  soon  as  daylight  served,  on  the 
twenty-first.  On  my  arrival,  about  sunrise,  near 
Lieutenant-General  Folk's  bivouac,  I  met  the 
ever-vigilant  General  Liddell,  commanding  a 
division  in  our  front  line,  who  was  awaiting  the 
General,  to  report  that  his  pickets  this  morning 
discovered  the  enemy  had  retreated  during  the 
night  from  his  immediate  front.  Instructions 
were  promptly  given  to  push  forward  our  whole 
line  of  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  I  moved  to 
the  left  and  extended  these  orders.  All  the 
cavalry  at  hand,  including  my  personal  guard, 
were  ordered  to  the  front.  Members  of  my 
staff,  in  passing  through  the  lines  of  our  left 
wing  with  their  escort,  were  warned  of  danger, 
and  told  that  they  were  entering  on  the  neutral 
ground  between  us  and  the  enemy.  But  this 
proved  to  be  an  error,  and  our  cavalry  soon 
came  upon  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  where  the 
main  road  passes  through  Missionary  Ridge.  He 
had  availed  himself  of  the  night  to  withdraw 
from  our  front,  and  his  main  body  was  already 
in  position  within  his  lines  at  Chattanooga.  Any 
immediate  pursuit  by  our  infantry  and  artillery 
would  have  been  fruitless,  as  it  was  not  deemed 
practicable,  with  our  weak  and  exhausted  forces, 
to  assail  the  enemy,  now  more  than  double  our 
numbers,  behind  his  intrenchments.  Though  we 
had  defeated  him  and  driven  him  from  the  field 
with  heavy  loss  in  men,  arms,  and  artillery,  it  had 
only  been  done  by  heavy  sacrifices,  in  repeated, 
persistent,  and  most  gallant  assaults  upon  supe- 
rior numbers  strongly  posted  and  protected. 

The    conduct    of  our  troops  was  excellent 


throughout  the  prolonged  contest.  Often  repulsed 
where  success  seemed  impossible,  they  never 
failed  to  rally  and  return  to  the  charge,  until  the 
last  combined  and  determined  effort,  in  which 
the  spirit  of  every  man  seemed  to  conspire  for 
success,  was  crowned  with  the  reward  due  to 
such  gallantry  in  a  just  cause. 

Our  loss  was  in  proportion  to  the  prolonged 
and  obstinate  struggle.  Two-fifths  of  our  gal- 
lant troops  had  fallen,  and  the  number  of  general 
and  staff  officers  stricken  down  will  best  show 
how  these  troops  were  led.  Major-General 
Hood,  the  model  soldier  and  inspiring  leader,  fell 
after  contributing  largely  to  our  success,  and  has 
suffered  the  irreparable  loss  of  a  leg.  That  his 
valuable  life  should  be  spared  to  us  is,  however, 
a  source  of  thankfulness  and  gratitude.  Major- 
General  Hindman,  highly  distinguished  for  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct,  received  a  severe 
contusion,  but  persisted  in  keeping  the  saddle 
until  he  witnessed  the  success  in  which  his 
command  largely  participated.  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals B.  H.  Helm,  Preston  Smith  and  James 
Deshla  died  upon  the  field  in  the  heroic  discharge 
of  duty.  They  were  true  patriots  and  gallant 
soldiers,  and  worthy  of  the  high  reputation  they 
enjoyed.  Brigadier-Generals  Adams,  Gregg  and 
McNair  fell  severely  wounded,  whilst  gallantly 
leading  their  commands  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  they  are  conva-  . 
lescing,  and  will  be  again  found  at  the  post  of 
duty  and  danger. 

Judging  from  appearances  on  the  field,  the 
enemy's  losses  must  have  exceeded  our  own 
largely,  but  we  have  no  means  of  correctly  esti- 
mating them.  We  captured  over  eight  thousand 
prisoners,  fifty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fifteen 
thousand  stand  of  small  arms,  and  quantities  of 
ammunition,  with  wagons,  ambulances  and 
teams,  medicines,  and  hospital  stores. in  large 
quantities.  The  accompanying  maps — one,  two, 
three  and  four — based  on  accurate  surveys,  will 
afford  the  necessary  information  for  the  correct 
understanding  of  the  movements  of  both  armies. 
The  positions  of  the  troops  on  the  field  are  given 
mostly  from  the  sketches  of  their  respective 
commanders.  The  times  selected  for  indication 
were  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  when  the 
action  commenced ;  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
tieth, and  the  evening  of  the  twentieth,  at  the 
close  of  the  operations.  There  has  been  much 
delay  in  rendering  some  of  the  subordinate  re- 
ports, and  none  have  been  received  from  Lieu- 
tenant>Generals  Polk  and  Hill,  and  only  two  from 
brigades  in  Longstreet's  corps.  The  absence  of 
these  has  caused  a  delay  in  making  up  my  own, 
and  induced  me  to  defer  forwarding  the  others, 
hoping  that  all  might  be  submitted  together. 

For  the  many  deeds  of  daring  and  acts  of  he- 
roic devotion  exhibited  on  this  field,  reference 
is  made  to  the  subordinate  reports.  It  will  be 
remarked  that  the  private  soldier  is  eminently 
distinguished,  as  he  always  will  be  in  an  army 
where  the  rank  and  file  is  made  up  of  the  best 
citizens  of  the  country. 

The  medical  officers,  both  in  the  field  and  in 
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the  hospitals,  earned  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the 
soldier,  and  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 
The  great  number  of  wounded  thrown  suddenly 
upon  their  hands  taxed  every  energy  and  every 
faculty.  With  means  greatly  inadequate,  espe- 
cially in  transportation,  they  soon  reduced  con- 
fusion into  order,  and,  by  assiduity  and  skill, 
afforded  to  the  gallant  sufferers  that  temporal 
relief  for  which  they  might  look  in  vain  to  any 
other  source.  In  this  connection,  it  is  a  pleasing 
duty  to  acknowledge  in  grateful  terms  the  deep 
indebtededness  of  the  army  to  the  Hospital  Re- 
lief Associations,  which  so  promptly  and  so 
generously  pressed  forward  their  much-needed 
assistance.  Under  the  admirable  management 
of  their  officers  in  Atlanta,  we  were  soon  fur- 
nished with  every  necessary  and  comfort,  and 
stores  continued  to  arrive  until  notice  was  given 
that  our  wants  were  all  supplied.  The  officers 
of  my  staff,  personal  and  general,  served  me  on 
this  field  and  on  the  arduous  marches,  proceed- 
ing with  their  usual  zeal,  intelligence  and 
gallantry. 

The  whole  cavalry  force  having  been  dis- 
patched to  press  the  enemy  and  cut  off  detach- 
ments, orders  were  given  for  the  army  to  move 
to  a  point  near  the  railroad  and  convenient  to 
water,  still  interposing  between  the  enemy  and 
our  large  number  of  wounded,  our  trophies,  and 
our  wounded  prisoners,  whose  removal  from  the 
field  occupied  many  days. 

Our  supplies  of  all  kinds  were  greatly  reduced, 
the  railroad  having  been  constantly  occupied  in 
transporting  troops,  prisoners,  and  our  wounded, 
and  the  bridges  having  been  destroyed  to  a 
point  two  miles  south  of  Ringgold.  These  sup- 
plies were  ordered  to  be  replenished,  and  as  soon 
as  it  was  seen  that  we  could  be  subsisted,  the 
army  was  moved  forward  to  seize  and  hold  the 
only  communication  the  enemy  had  with  his 
supplies  in  the  rear.  His  importanfroad,,  and 
the  shortest  by  half  to  his  depot  at  Bridgeport, 
lay  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee.  The 
holding  of  this  all-important  route  was  confided 
to  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet's  command, 
and  its  possession  forced  the  enemy  to  a  road 
double  the  length,  over  two  ranges  of  moun- 
tains, by  wagon  transportation.  At  the  same 
time,  our  cavalry,  in  large  force,  was  thrown 
across  the  river  to  operate  on  this  long  and  diffi- 
cult route.  These  dispositions,  faithfully  sus- 
tained, insured  the  enemy's  speedy  evacuation 
of  Chattanooga  for  want  of  food  and  forage. 
Possessed  of  the  shortest  road  to  his  depot,  and 
the  one  by  which  reinforcements  must  reach 
him,  we  held  him  at  our  mercy,  and  his  destruc- 
tion was  only  a  question  of  time.  The  disas- 
trous loss  of  these  advantages  must  be  the 
subject  of  a  future  communication.  The  sug- 
gestion of  a  movement  by  our  right,  immedi- 
ately after  the  battle,  to  the  north  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  thence  upon  Nashville,  requires 
notice  only  because  it  will  find  a  place  on  the 
files  of  the  department.  Such  a  movement  was 
utterly  impossible  for  want  of  transportation. 
Nearly  half  our  army  consisted  of'  reinforce- 


ments just  before  the  battle,  without  a  wagon  or 
an  artillery  horse,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  third 
of  the  artillery  horses  on  the  field  had  been  lost. 
The  railroad  bridges,  too,  had  been  destroyed  to 
a  point  south  of  Ringgold,  and,  in  all,  the  road 
from  Cleveland  to  Knoxville.  To  these  insur- 
mountable difficulties  were  added  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  means  to  cross  the  river,  except  by 
fording  at  a  few  precarious  points  too  deep  for 
artillery,  and  the  well-known  danger  of  sudden 
rises,  by  which  all  communication  would  be  cut, 
a  contingency  which  did  actually  happen  a  few 
days  after  the  visionary  scheme  was  proposed. 
But  the  most  serious  objection  to  the  proposi- 
tion was  its  entire  want  of  military  propriety. 
It  abandoned  to  the  enemy  our  entire  line  of 
communication,  and  laid  open  to  him  our  depots 
of  supplies,  whilst  it  placed  us  with  a  greatly 
inferior  force  beyond  a  difficult  and,  at  times, 
impassable  river,  in  a  country  affording  no  sub- 
sistence to  men  or  animals.  It  also  left  open  to 
the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  only  ten  miles,  our 
battle-field,  with  thousands  of  our  wounded  and 
his  own,  and  all  the  trophies  and  supplies  we 
had  won.  All  this  was  to  be  risked  and  given 
up  for  what  ?  To  gain  the  enemy's  rear  and  cut 
him  off  from  his  depot  of  supplies  by  the  route 
over  the  mountains,  when  the  very  movement 
abandoned  to  his  unmolested  use  the  better  and 
more  practicable  route  of  half  the  length  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  the  proposition  was  not  even  entertained, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  inferences  drawn 
from  subsequent  movements. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 
WARM  SPRINGS,  GA.,  January  2, 1864. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General,  C.  8.  A. : 
SIR  :  I  forward  the  reports  of  the  battles  of 
Chickamauga  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant 
Ellis.  The  maps  of  the  battle-field  have  been  so 
long  and  so  unexpectedly  delayed  that  I  conclude 
not  to  wait  for  them  any  longer.  They  are  daily 
expected  from  Dalton,  where  I  left  them  nearly 
completed,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  LONGSTREET. 

HEADQUARTERS  NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  ") 
October,  1862.         j 

Colonel  George  William  Brent,  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General : 

COLONEL  :  Our  train  reached  Catoosa  platform, 
near  Ringgold,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  nineteenth  of  September.  As  soon 
as  our  horses  came  up,  about  four  o'clock,  I 
started  with  Colonel  Sorrel  and  Colonel  Manning, 
of  my  staff,  to  find  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
manding General.  We  missed  our  way.  and  did 
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not  report  until  near  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Upon 
rny  arrival,  I  was  informed  that  the  troops  had 
been  engaged  during  the  day  in  severe  skirmish- 
ing, while  endeavoring  to  get  in  line  for  battle. 
The  commanding  General  gave  me  a  map  show- 
ing the  roads  and  streams  between  Lookout 
Mountain  and  the  Chickamauga  River,  and  a 
general  description  of  our  position,  and  informed 
me  that  the  battle  was  ordered  at  daylight  the 
next  morning  ;  the  action  to  be  brought  on  upon 
our  right,  and  to  be  taken  up  successively  to  the 
left ;  the  general  movement  to  be  a  wheel  upon 
my  extreme  left  as  a  pivot.  I  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  left  wing,  composed  of 
Hood's  and  Hindman's  divisions,  an  improvised 
division  under  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
and  Buckner's  copps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  The  artillery  consisted  of 
the  battalions  of  Majors  Williams,  Robertson, 
and  Leyden,  together  with  some  other  batteries 
attached  to  brigades. 

As  soon  as  day  of  the  twentieth  had  dawned, 
I  rode  to  the  front  to  find  my  troops.  The  line 
was  arranged  from  the  right  to  the  left  as  fol- 
lows :  Stewart's,  Johnson's,  Hindman's  and 
Preston's  divisions.  Hood's  division  (of  which 
only  three  brigades  were  up)  was  somewhat  in 
the  rear  of  Johnson's.  Kershaw's  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigades,  McLaws'  division,  were  order- 
ed forward  from  Ringgold  the  night  before,  but 
were  not  yet  up.  General  McLaws  had  not  ar- 
rived from  Richmond.  I  set  to  work  to  have 
the  line  adjusted  by  closing  to  the  right,  in 
order  to  occupy  some  vacant  ground  between 
the  two  wings,  and  to  make  room  for  Hood  in 
the  front  line.  The  divisions  were  ordered  to 
form  with  two  brigades  in  the  frontline,  and  one 
supporting  where  there  were  but  three  brigades, 
and  two  supporting  where  there  were  more  than 
three.  General  Hood  was  ordered  to  take  the 
brigades  of  Kershaw  and  Humphreys  and  use 
them  as  supports  for  his  division,  thus  making 
his  division  the  main  column  of  attack.  Before 
these  arrangements  were  completed,  the  attack 
-was  made  by  our  right  wing  about  ten  o'clock. 
The  battle  seemed  to  rage  with  considerable 
fury,  but  did  not  progress  as  had  been  antici- 
pated. As  soon  as  I  was  prepared,  I  sent  to 
the  commanding  General  to  suggest  that  I  had 
probably  better  make  my  attack.  Before  the 
messenger  returned,  I  heard  that  the  command- 
ing General  had  sent  orders  for  the  division 
commanders  to  move  forward  and  attack.  I  had 
no  time  to  find  the  officer  who  brought  the 
order,  as  some  of  the  troops  were  in  motion 
when  I  heard  of  it.  Upon  this  information,  I  at 
once  issued  orders  to  attack  to  the  troops  not 
already  in  motion,  holding  one  of  Buckner's  divis- 
ions (Preston's)  in  reserve.  As  the  battle  upon  our 
right  was  not  so  successful  as  had  been  expected 
in  the  plan  of  attack,  I  was  obliged  to  reverse 
the  order  of  battle,  by  retaining  my  right  some- 
where near  the  left  of  the  right  wing.  To  do 
this,  Stewart's  division  was  obliged  to  halt  upon 
reaching  the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road. 
Hood's  column  broke  the  enemy's  line  near  the 


Broth erton  house,  and  made  its  wheel  to  the 
right.  In  making  this  movement,  Major-General 
flood  fell  severely,  and  it  was  feared  mortally, 
wounded,  by  a  Minie  ball  breaking  his  thigh. 
He  had  broken  the  enemy's  line,  however,  and 
his  own  troops  and  those  to  his  right  and  left 
continued  to  press  the  enemy  with  such  spirit 
and  force  that  he  could  not  resist  us. 

Brigadier-General  Law  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  Hood's  division,  and  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw  to  the  command  of  the  two  brigades 
of  McLaws'  division.  General  Kershaw  having 
received  no  definite  orders  himself  (being  under 
the  command  of  General  Hood,)  and  not  being  ad- 
vised of  the  wheel  to  the  right,  had  gained  more 
ground  to  the  front  than  was  intended  in  the 
movement  of  his  two  brigades.  Johnson's  di- 
vision followed  the  movement  made  by  Hood, 
and  gained  the  Crawfish  Spring  and  Chattanooga 
road,  having  a  full  share  in  the  conflict. 

Major-General  Hindman,  in  command  of  my 
left  division,  first  met  the  enemy  near  the  Vine- 
yard house,  and  drove  him  back  upon  his  strong 
position  near  the  widow  Glenn's,  or  burnt  house. 
By  a  well-directed  front  and  flank  attack,  he 
gained  the  position  after  a  severe  struggle.  The 
enemy's  dead  at  this  point  mark  well  his  line  of 
battle.  Hindman  was  then  ordered  to  move  by 
his  right  flank  and  reinforce  Johnson,  near  the 
Villets  house,  who  was  pressing  forward  against 
great  odds. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  asked 
the  commanding  General  for  some  of  the  troops 
of  the  right  wing,  but  was  informed  by  him  that 
they  had  been  beaten  back  so  badly  that  they 
could  be  of  no  service  to  me.  I  had  but  one  di* 
vision  that  had  not  been  engaged,  and  hesitated 
to  venture  to  put  it  in,  as  our  distress  upon  our 
right  seemed  to  be  almost  as  great  as  that  of  the 
enemy  upon  his  right.  I  therefore  concluded  to 
hold  Preston  for  the  time,  and  urge  on  to  renewed 
efforts  our  brave  men  who  had  already  been  en- 
gaged many  hours.  The  heights  extending 
from  the  Villets  house  across  to  the  Snodgrass 
house,  gave  the  enemy  strong  ground  upon 
which  to  rally.  Here  he  gathered  most  of  his 
broken  forces  and  reinforced  them.  After  a 
long  and  bloody  struggle,  Johnson  and  Hindman 
gained  the  heights  near  the  Crawfish  Spring 
road.  Kershaw  made  a  most  handsome  attack 
upon  the  heights  at  the  Snodgrass  house,  simul- 
taneously with  Johnson  and  Hindman,  but  was  not 
strong  enough  for  the  work.  It  was  evident  that 
with  this  position  gained,  I  should  be  complete 
master  of  the  field.  I  therefore  ordered  General 
Buckner  to  move  Preston  forward,  Before  this, 
however,  General  Buckner  had  established  a  bat- 
tery of  twelve  guns,  raking  down  the  enemy's  line 
which  opposed  our  right  wing,  and  at  the  apne 
time  having  fine  play  upon  any  force  that  might 
attempt  torejnforce  the  hill  that  he  was  about  to 
attack.  General  Stewart,  of  his  corps,  was  also 
ordered  to  move  against  any  such  force  in  flank. 
The  combination  was  well  timed  and  arrranged. 
Preston  dashed  gallantly  at  the  hill.  Stewart 
I  flanked  a  reinforcing  column,  and  captured  a 
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large  portion  of  it.  At  the  same  time,  the  fire 
of  the  battery  struck  such  terror  into  a  heavy 
force  close  under  it,  that  we  took  there  also  a 
large  number  of  prisoners.  Preston's  assault, 
though  not  a  complete  success  at  the  onset, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  other  operations, 
crippled  the  enemy  so  badly  that  his  ranks  were 
badly  broken,  and  by  a  flank  movement  and 
another  advance  the  heights  were  gained. 
These  reinforcements  were  the  enemy's  last  or 
reserve  corps,  and  a  part  also  of  the  line  that 
had  been  opposing  our  right  wing  during  the 
morning.  The  enemy  broke  up  in  great  con- 
fusion along  my  front,  and,  about  the  same  time, 
the  right  wing  made  a  gallant  dash  and  gained 
the  line  that  had  been  held  so  long  and  obstin- 
ately against  it.  A  simultaneous  and  continuous 
shout  from  the  two  wings  announced  our  suc- 
cess complete.  The  enemy  had  fought  every 
man  that  he  had,  and  every  one  had  been  in  turn 
beaten.  As  it  was  almost  dark,  I  ordered  my 
line  to  remain  as  it  was ;  ammunition  boxes  to  be 
refilled,  stragglers  to  be  collected,  and  every- 
thing in  readiness  for  the  pursuit  in  the  morning. 

Early  on  the  twenty-first,  the  commanding 
General  stopped  at  my  bivouac  and  asked  my 
views  as  to  our  future  movements.  I  suggested 
crossing  the  river  above  Chattanooga,  so  as  to 
make  ourselves  sufficiently  felt  on  the  enemy's 
rear,  as  to  torce  his  evacuation  of  Chattanooga 
— indeed,  force  him  back  upon  Nashville,  and, 
if  we  should  find  our  transportation  inadequate 
for  a  continuance  of  this  movement,  to  follow 
up  the  railroad  to  Knoxville,  destroy  Burnside, 
and  from  there  threaten  the  enemy's  railroad 
communication  in  rear  of  Nashville. 

This  I  supposed  to  be  the  only  practicable 
flank  movement,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  our 
transportation ;  and  it  seemed  to  keep  us  very 
nearly  as  close  to  the  railroad  as  we  were  at  the 
time.  At  parting,  I  understood  the  commanding 
General  to  agree  that  such  was  probably  our 
best  move,  and  that  he  was  about  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  its  execution.  Orders  came 
in  the  afternoon  for  the  march.  The  rear  of  the 
right  wing  did  not  move  until  quite  dark.  I 
did  not,  therefore,  put  my  wing  in  motion  till 
daylight  the  following  morning.  Before  moving 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  McLaws' 
division  was  ordered  to  follow  the  enemy  on  to 
Chattanooga.  The  remainder  of  the  command 
marched  for  the  Red  House  Ford,  and  halted 
about  noon.  During  that  night  I  received  orders 
to  march  the  entire  command  back  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  moved  in  pursuance  thereof  early 
on  the  twenty-third.  We  reached  the  Watkins 
House  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  proceeded 
to  take  up  a  line  around  the  enemy's  position  at 
Chattanooga.  I  desire  to  mention  the  following 
named  officers  as  distinguished  for  conduct  and 
ability,  viz.:  Major-Generals  Hood,  Buckner, 
Hindman,  and  Stewart;  Brigadier-Generals  B. 
R.  Johnson,  Preston,  Law  (respectively  in  com- 
mand of  division),  Kershaw,  Patton,  Anderson, 
Gracie,  McNair  (severely  wounded),  and  Colonels 
Trigg  and  Kelly,  both  in  command  of  brigades. 


Honorable  mention  should  also  be  made  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Humphreys,  Benning,  Deas, 
Clayton,  Bate,  Brown,  Robertson,  and  Manigault. 
For  more  detailed  accounts  of  the  noble  deeds 
performed  by  our  gallant  officers  and  brave  sol- 
diers, I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  my  junior 
officers.  The  steady,  good  conduct  throughout 
the  long  conflict  of  the  subordinate  officers  and 
men  which  the  limits  of  this  report  will  not 
permit  me  to  particularize,  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise  and  admiration.  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sorrel,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manning, 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  Major  Latrobe,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General,  and  Captain 
Manning,  Signal  Corps,  for  their  able,  untiring, 
and  gallant  assistance.  Colonel  Manning  re- 
ceived a  painful  wound.  The  movement  of 
Stewart's  division  against  the  enemy's  reinforce- 
ments was  made  upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel 
Sorrel  and  Captain  Manning.  The  result  was 
the  beginning  of  the  general  break  throughout 
the  enemy's  line.  My  other  staff  officers  had 
not  arrived  from  Virginia.  Major  Walton,  act- 
ing Chief  of  Subsistence  Department,  and  Major 
Keilly,  acting  Chief  of  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, were  at  the  railroad  depot  in  the  active 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  departments. 
Among  the  captures  made  by  the  left  wing  dur- 
ing the  day,  were  not  less  than  forty  pieces  of 
artillery,  over  three  thousand  prisoners,  and  ten 
regimental  standards ;  besides,  a  few  wagons, 
seventeen  boxes  small  arms,  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  sets  accoutrements,  and  three  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thousand  rounds  small  arm 
ammunition,  were  collected  on  the  field.  The 
accompanying  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  by 
the  command  (without  McNair 's  brigade,  from 
which  no  report  has  been  received)  of  one  thou- 
sand and  eighty-nine  killed,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  and  six  wounded,  and  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  missing.  Its  strength  on  going 
into  action  on  the  twentieth  was  two  thousand 
and  three  officers  and  twenty  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenaut-Goueral. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  S.  B.  BUCKNER. 

HEADQUARTERS  NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  f 
November  11, 1863.     J 

Colonel  Sorrel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Long- 

street's  Corps : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  con- 
nection with  the  reports  of  my  subordinate 
commanders,  the  following  synopsis  of  the  mili- 
tary movements  of  Buckner's  corps  on  the  eight- 
eenth, nineteenth,  and  twentieth  September, 
1863: 

The  corps  consisted  of  the  division  of  Major- 
General  A.  P.  Stewart,  which  was  composed  of 
Johnson's,  Brown's,  Bate's,  and  Clayton's  bri- 
gades, and  of  the  division  of  Brigadier-General 
William  Preston,  composed  of  the  brigades  of 
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Brigadier-General  Gracie  and  of  Colonels  Trigg 
and  Kelly,  of  a  battalion  of  artillery  to  each  di- 
vision, and  a  battalion  of  reserve  artillery,  under 
Major  S.  C.  Williams.  Brigadier-General  John- 
son's brigade  having  been  detached  several 
days  before,  by  orders  from  army  headquarters, 
was  engaged  under  its  gallant  commander  under 
the  orders  of  another  corps  commander,  and 
did  not  report  to  me  until  two  days  after  the 
battle. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  I  moved 
from  a  point  on  Peavine  Creek,  midway  between 
Peavine  Church  and  Rock  Spring  Church,  under 
orders  to  cross  the  West  Chickamauga  River  at 
Thedford's  Ford,  after  Major-General  Walker's 
division  had  succeeded  in  crossing  below  me. 
Part  of  my  route  being  common  with  that  of 
Walker's  column,  my  march  was  somewhat  re- 
tarded by  the  encounter  of  the  two  columns, 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  I  occupied,  about  two 
p.  M.,  with  Stewart's  division,  after  a  brisk  skirm- 
ish, the  crossing  at  Thedford's  Ford,  and  with 
Preston's  division,  without  opposition,  the  cross- 
ing at  Hunt's  or  Dalton's  Ford.  In  this  position, 
holding  both  banks  of  the  stream,  I  awaited  the 
movements  of  Walker,  on  my  right. 

At  daylight  on  the  nineteenth,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  commanding  General,  I  crossed 
my  entire  corps  to  the  west  bank  and  formed  it 
in  line  of  battle — Stewart  on  the  right  (on  the 
left  of  Hood's  division),  facing  south-west,  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill ;  General 
Cheatham's  division,  as  I  was  informed,  being 
directed  to  sustain  me  in. the  proposed  advance. 
About  noon,  when  the  enemy's  attack  on  Walker 
had  been  met,  and  Cheatham's  division,  which 
had  been  sent  to  sustain  him,  had  become  hotly 
engaged,  Stewart's  division  was  detached,  by 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  General,  to  sup- 
port Cheatham.  For  the  operations  of  his  divis- 
ion until  he  again  came  under  my  orders,  on 
the  following  afternoon,  I  refer  to  the  report  of 
its  able  commander. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
General,  I  remained  with  my  remaining  division 
to  hold  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  With  this 
view,  I  deployed  Preston's  division  on  a  line 
extending  from  an  abrupt  elevation  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  along  a  ridge  in  a  north-west  direc- 
tion— the  flanks  well  sustained  by  artillery.  Con- 
siderable skirmishing  took  place  towards  the 
right  of  this  line — the  enemy  falling  back  in  a 
south-west  direction — and  the  troops  were  con- 
siderably exposed  to  artillery  fire  during  the 
day.  Being  informed  by  a  staff  officer  of  the 
commanding  General  that  General  Hood,  who 
had  advanced  to  my  right,  was  hard  pressed, 
and  being  requested  to  reinforce  him  as  far  as  I 
could,  I  immediately,  about  three  o'clock  p.  M., 
sent  to  his  assistance  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Trigg.  The  gallant  and  successful  charge  of 
this  brigade  drove  back  the  advancing  enemy 
and  relieved  the  left  of  Hood,  which  was  out- 
flanked and  retiring  before  the  enemy's  heavy 
attack.  During  the  day  both  Stewart's  division 
and  Trigg's  brigade  had  penetrated  the  enemy's 


line  and  passed  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road  ; 
but  at  night  both  were  drawn  back  into  posi- 
tions which  would  conform  to  the  general  line, 
which  had  pushed  forward  during  the  day's  ac- 
tion. During  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  I  ma- 
terially strengthened  the  position  on  the  left  by 
intrenchments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  Lieutenant- 
General  Longstreet  assumed  command  of  the 
left  wing.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
he,  in  person,  ordered  me  conduct  Preston's  di- 
vision, leaving  one  regiment  and  a  battery  to  hold 
the  left,  to  the  Chattanooga  road.  Between  three 
and  four  o'clock  it  was  'formed  as  follows  :  Gra- 
cie's  and  Kelly's  brigades  in  two  lines,  at  right 
angles  to  the  road  north  of  Brotherton's,  and 
just  in  rear  of  Poe's,  commonly  caUed  the  "  burnt 
house  ;"  Trigg's  brigade  just  south  of  Brother- 
ton's  house,  and  supporting  Williams'  artillery. 
At  this  time  Stewart  was  in  line,  his  left  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  Preston's  right,  his  right  re- 
ceding, forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  Preston's 
line.  In  his  front  was  a  heavy  breastwork  of 
logs,  on  the  summit  of  a  slight  ridge  heavily 
wooded  and  strongly  held  by  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry and  artillery.  His  right  flank  was  oppo- 
site the  angle  of  this  work  ;  his  centre,  facing 
towards  the  north-west,  was  opposed  to  the  flank 
of  the  work,  which  was  perpendicular  to  the 
road.  On  Stewart's  right,  in  front  of  the  face  of 
the  work,  and  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
was  Cleburne's  division,  of  Hill's  corps.  Briga- 
dier-General Law's  brigade,  of  Hood's  division, 
was  in  line  perpendicular  to  the  road  to  the  left, 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  Preston,  and  close  by 
the  burnt  house  (Poe's),  near  which  was  a  bat- 
tery of  Hood's  artillery.  A  personal  reconnois- 
sance,  in  company  with  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding,  showed  an  advantageous  position 
for  artillery  in  front  of  Poe's  burning  house, 
from  which  point  the  enemy's  main  line,  which 
fronted  eastward  and  was  situated  a  little  to  the 
east  of  Kelly's  field,  was  exposed  to  an  enfilade 
fire,  or  rather  to  a  fire  slightly  in  reverse.  His 
right  flank,  as  before  stated,  was  thrown  back  at 
right  angles  to  the  road,  and  was  located  behind 
log  breastworks,  in  the  heavy  wood  between 
Poe's  and  Kelly's  fields.  As  the  enemy's  right 
had  been  beaten  back,  it  had,  by  a  conversion 
on  this  angle  of  their  work  as  a  pivot,  been 
gradually  driven  to  assume  a  position  also  at  right 
angles  to  the  road,  his  right  resting  on  a  chain  of 
heights  beginning  near  Snodgrass's  house,  about 
a  fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  Kelly's  house,  on  the 
road,  and  extending  westward  about  one  mile 
to  the  Crawfish  road.  These  heights  consti- 
tute the  southern  spurs  which  terminate  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  are  covered  with  open  woods, 
have  a  gentle  but  irregular  slope  on  the  south, 
the  north  and  the  east,  and  their  summits  are 
fully  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  A  little  after  four  o'clock  p. 
M.,  under  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant-Gen- 


eral commanding,  I  ordered  Preston,  with  Gra- 
cie's  and  Kelly's  brigades,  to  support  Kershaw's 
brigade  in  the  attack  on  the  heights  near  Snod- 
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grass's  house,  sustaining  him  afterwards  by 
Trigg's  brigade.  Under  the  able  direction  of  Brig- 
dier-General  Preston,  the  first  two  brigades  pass- 
ed Kershaw's  and  Anderson's  brigades,  which 
had  suffered  severely  in  the  action,  and,  with 
great  impetuosity,  assailed  the  enemy  in  his  al- 
most impregnable  position.  Trigg  on  coming  up 
was  directed  to  the  left  of  Kelly,  and,  joining  in  a 
simultaneous  movement  of  Brigadier-General  B. 
R.  Johnson's  division  still  further  to  the  left, 
pierced  and  turned  the  enemy's  line,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  Kelly,  Gracie  and  Robertson, 
drove  him  from  his  strong  position  into  the  ra- 
vines beyond,  where  a  large  number  of  prisoners 
were  captured.  For  the  details  of  this  brilliant 
action  I  refer  you  to  the  graphic  report  of  Brig- 
adier-General Preston.  While  this  action  was 
progressing,  the  Lieutenant-General  command- 
ing directed  Stewart's  division  to  advance  and 
to  aid  the  combined  attack.  I  ordered,  by  his 
authority,  Williams'  battalion  of  reserve  artil- 
lery to  be  placed  in  position  in  front  of  Poe's 
house.  This  was  done  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  Major  Porter,  my  chief  of  artiUery. 
About  this  time  the  enemy  were  moving  rein- 
forcements to  sustain  his  right,  which  was  stag- 
gering under  the  terrific  assault  of  Preston. 
Williams,  with  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  opened 
upon  this  reinforcing  column  with  destructive  ef- 
fect, dispersing  it  in  every  direction  and  silenc- 
ing his  artillery.  At  the  same  time,  Stewart 
assaulted  the  enemy's  works  and  captured  a 
number  of  prisoners,  who  dared  not  cross  the 
stream  of  fire  which  Williams  poured  across 
their  path.  Stewart,  in  advancing,  also  threw 
forward  one  of  his  batteries,  which  joined  in 
the  fire.  As  he  advanced,  I  conducted  Dardcn's 
battery,  of  Williams'  artiUery,  to  Kelly's  field, 
but  this  battery,  as  well  as  Stewart's  division,  it 
now  being  nightfall,  was  withdrawn  into  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  as  we  encountered  in  our  ad- 
vance the  right  wing  of  our  army,  which  joined 
in  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  was 
moving  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  our  line 
of  march.  The  continued  cheers  of  the  army 
announced,  at  dark,  that  every  point  of  the  field 
had  been  gained.  Stewart  bivouacked  within 
the  intrenchments  he  had  assaulted ;  Preston, 
upon  the  heights  he  had  so  gallantly  won. 

For  the  details  of  the  action  of  which  this  re- 
port is  only  a  brief  synopsis,  and  a  notice  of 
individual  conduct,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  reports  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regi- 
mental commanders,  and  of  the  chief  and  battal- 
ion commanders  of  the  artillery,  which  are 
herewith  transmitted. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff  I  am  indebted 
for  their  prompt  and  gallant  discharge  of  duty 
on  every  occasion.  No  commendation  from  me 
can  add  to  the  well-earned  reputation  of  Major- 
General  Stewart  and  his  able  Brigadiers — John- 
son, who  was  detached  and  in  command  of  an 
improvised  division — Brown,  Bate,  and  Clayton. 
They  were  worthy  leaders  of  the  brave  troops, 
nearly  ah1  of  them  veterans,  whom  they  so  gal- 
lantly led.  Upon  Brigadier-General  Preston 


and  his  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier-General 
Gracie  and  Colonels  Twigg  and  Kelly,  I  cannot 
bestow  higher  praise  than  to  say,  that  their  con- 
duct and  example  were  such  as  to  convert  a 
body  of  troops,  but  few  of  whom  had  before 
been  under  fire,  into  a  division  of  veterans  in 
their  first  battle.  Stewart's  veterans  maintained 
the  reputation  they  had  won  on  many  fields. 
Preston's  troops  emulated  their  example  and 
equalled  them  in  merit. 

The  recapitulation  of  the  heavy  losses  sus- 
tained in  both  divisions  is  a  sad  testimony  of 
the  soldierly  qualities  of  the  survivors.  Few 
troops,  who  have  suffered  so  heavily,  have  been 
victorious  on  the  field  of  their  losses.  But  the 
result  is  only  another  evidence  of  the  invincible 
spirit  of  our  people,  which,  under  the  guidance 
of  Providence,  must  finally  win  us  our  inde- 
pendence as  a  nation. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Major-General,  lately  commanding  Buckner's  Corps. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR  FRANK  PORTER. 

HEADQUARTERS  BUCKNER'S  DIVISION,         1 
NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  Nov.  10,  1863.  j 

To  Major  William  F.  Martin^  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
of  General  Buckner's  corps,  at  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.  It  consisted  of  Williams'  bat- 
talion of  four  batteries ;  Leyden's  battalion  of 
three  batteries,  and  three  batteries  of  Major- 
General  Stewart's  division,  acting  with  their 
brigades.  Leyden's  battalion  was  attached  to 
Brigadier-General  Preston's  division,  and  by  his 
order  one  battery  was  attached  to  each  of  his 
brigades. 

As  most  of  the  ground  over  which  the  battle 
was  fought  was  very  thickly  wooded,  we  could 
not  see  more  than  three  hundred  yards  to  the 
front,  consequently  could  very  seldom  use  artil- 
lery. For  this  reason  the  batteries  of  Major- 
General  Stewart's  division  fired  but  a  few  shots, 
though  they  were  left  in  exposed  positions  and 
lost  between  twenty  and  thirty  horses:  Two  of 
the  batteries  of  Leyden's  battalion  were  en- 
gaged Saturday  and  Sunday,  but,  owing  to  the 
thickness  of  the  timber  and  undergrowth,  con- 
tinued but  a  short  time.  They  were  unable  to 
ascertain  the  damage  they  inflicted.  They  suf- 
fered but  a  slight  loss  themselves.  One  of  his 
batteries  (Jeffries')  was  held  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  original  line  until  the  battle  ceased.  Wil- 
liams' battalion  was  kept  as  reserve,  arid  on 
Saturday  morning  was  placed  in  position  on  the 
ridge  which  Preston's  division  occupied.  When 
Stewart's  division  was  carried  to  the  right  of  the 
line,  Brigadier-General  Mackall,  General  Bragg's 
chief  of  staff,  ordered  that  all  the  artillery  that 
could  be  spared  from  the  corps  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  just  vacated  by  General  Stewart. 
In  obedience  to  this  order,  Major  Williams  was 
directed  to  post  two  of  his  batteries  there,  and 
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remain  to  repel  any  assault  that  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry might  make.  He  remained  there  several 
hours,  part  of  the  time  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  which  he  could  not  return,  as  our  fuses  are 
so  uncertain  that  he  would  have  run  the  risk  of 
killing  our  own  men  by  firing  over  their  heads. 
He  remained  there  till  about  sundown,  when  he 
was  moved  back  to  his  former  position,  where 
he  remained  till  the  left  made  its  move  to  the 
front  and  right  on  Sunday.  He  was  then  ordered 
to  leave  Baxter's  battery  to  assist  Jeffries  in 
holding  the  bluff  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line, 
and  move  with  his  three  other  batteries  in  rear 
of  Preston's  division.  After  getting  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  he  was  placed  in  several  positions 
to  check  the  expected  moves  of  the  enemy,  but 
did  not  get  into  action  till  about  five  P.  M.  This 
was  when  Preston's  division  was  in  the  hottest 
of  the  fight,  and  the  enemy  was  crossing  the 
Chattanooga  road  in  large  numbers  to  reinforce 
that  part  of  their  army  holding  the  hill  to  the 
left.  Major  Williams  was  then  ordered  to  take 
position  about  a  thousand  yards  from  where 
they  were  crossing  and  open  fire  with  his  three 
batteries.  This  he  did,  with  great  execution, 
silencing  the  enemy's  artillery,  cutting  off  the 
reinforcements,  and  enabling  the  infantry  to  cap- 
ture between  five  and  six  hundred  prisoners. 
All  the  officers  and  men  acted,  whenever  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  with  courage 
and  coolness.  Enclosed  are  reports  of  the  bat- 
talion commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANK  PORTER, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  A.  P.  STEWART. 

HEADQUARTERS  STEWART'S  DIVISION,        \ 
NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.,  October  15, 1863.  j 

Captain  J.  N.  Gallaher,  Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral : 

SIR:  This  division,  constituting  at  the  time 
a  part  of  Buckner's  corps,  with  the  exception 
of  Johnson's  brigade  detached,  marched,  on 
Thursday  morning,  September  seventeenth,  1863, 
from  Lafayette,  Georgia,  in  the  direction  of  Chat- 
tanooga. We  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
Peavine  Creek,  and  resumed  the  march  next 
morning  with  Bate's  brigade  in  front,  Clayton's 
following,  and  Brown's  in  rear,  the  column  tak- 
ing the  direction  to  Thedford's  Ford  on  the  West 
Chickamauga.  Arriving  during  the  afternoon 
qf  Friday,  the  eighteenth,  within  a  mile  or  less 
of  the  ford,  Major-Gen eral  Buckner  directed 
me  to  occupy  the  high  ground  in  its  vicinity, 
commanding  the  approaches  to  it,  but  not  to 
bring  on  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  near  at  hand,  unless  necessary.  With  the 
aid  of  Major  Nocquet,  of  the  engineers,  Bate's 
and  Clayton's  brigades,  with  their  batteries, 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  wooded  heights, 
respectively,  below  and  above  the  ford,  Brown's 
being  drawn  up  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Clayton's. 
The  Eufala  battery,  Captain  Oliver  commanding, 
and  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  both 
of  Bate's  brigade,  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy, 


in  the  direction  of  Alexander's  Bridge,  who 
soon  retired.  Three  companies  from  Clayton's 
brigade  were  then  sent  across  the  stream  to 
occupy,  as  skirmishers,  a  wooded  hill  beyond, 
and  after  nightfall  his  entire  brigade  crossed. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  the  nineteenth,  the 
other  two  brigades  passed  on,  and  formed  in 
rear  of  Clayton's.  The  commanding  General 
coming  up  soon  after,  and  receiving  information 
that  the  troops  which  had  crossed  the  stream 
lower  down  had  advanced  and  established  their 
line  in  front  of  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
to  Preston's,  whose  division  had  passed  the 
stream  above,  and  was  then  on  my  left,  General 
Buckner  directed  me  to  move  forward  and  form 
on  the  left  of  this  line.  This  was  done,  Clayton 
forming  on  the  left  of  McNair,  whose  brigade 
constituted  part  of  an  impromptu  division,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson, 
Brown,  and  Bate  in  rear.  Preston's  division 
was  then  formed  on  my  left,  also  in  three  lines, 
all  fronting  nearly  or  quite  to  the  west.  While 
in  this  position  the  Eufala  battery  (three-inch 
rifled  guns)  was  sent  forward  by  General  Buck- 
ner's order,  as  I  was  informed,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  enemy's  position  in  front.  The  enemy 
replied  with  shell  and  round  shot,  wounding  a 
few  of  our  men.  A  subsequent  change,  made 
also  by  order  of  General  Buckner,  moved  us  a 
space  equal  to  brigade  front  directly  to  the  right. 
Soon  after  making  this  change  of  position,  and, 
as  I  supposed,  near  noon,  Major  Pollock  B.  Lee 
brought  me  an  order  from  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral to  move  to  the  point  where  firing  had  com- 
menced, which  seemed  to  be  a  considerable  dis- 
tance to  the  right,  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of 
us.  Before  moving  I  went  to  General  Bragg, 
himself,  who  was  near  by,  in  order  to  get  more 
specific  directions.  He  informed  me  that  Walker 
was  engaged  on  the  right,  was  much  cut  up,  and 
the  enemy  threatening  to  turn  his  flank ;  that 
General  Polk  was  in  command  on  that  wing,  and 
that  I  must  be  governed  by  circumstances. 
Moving  by  the  right  flank  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated, from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile,  we  arrived  near 
a  corn-field,  beyond  which  the  heaviest  firing 
was  heard.  Messengers  were  sent  in  search  of 
General  Polk,  but  without  success,  and  fearing 
to  lose  too  much  time,  I  determined  to  move 
upon  the  enemy  aross  the  corn-field.  Lieutenant 
W.  B.  Richmond,  Aid  to  General  Polk,  confirmed 
me  in  this  design.  He  came  up  in  search  of  the 
General  himself,  and  told  me  that,  from  what  he 
knew  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  situation 
of  the  enemy,  a  better  point  at  which  to  attack 
them  could  not  be  found.  Accordingly,  Briga- 
dier-General Clayton  was  directed  to  advance, 
and  it  is  but  just  to  this  excellent  officer  and  his 
fine  brigade  to  say  that  they  moved  forward  to 
this,  their  first  engagement,  with  great  spirit 
and  alacrity,  and  in  admirable  order.  Major 
Hatcher,  of  my  staff,  was  sent  with  them  to 
bring  me  intelligence,  and  I  followed  myself 
until  overtaken  by  an  Aid  of  Brigadier-General 
Wright,  of  Cheatham's  division,  who  informed 
me  that  Wright's  brigade  had  been  turned  by 
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the  enemy  on  its  left,  its  battery  captured,  and 
the  General  needed  aid.  Passing  a  short  dis- 
tance towards  the  left,  and  meeting  General 
Wright,  he  informed  me  that  his  brigade 
had  fallen  back,  leaving  his  battery  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  This,  at  least,  was  the 
substance  of  what  he  said,  according  to  my 
recollection.  Brigadier-General  Brown  was  im- 
mediately ordered  to  advance,  and,  soon  after, 
it  was  discovered  that  Clayton's  brigade  had 
obliqued  to  the  left  and  was  moving  forward  in 
our  front.  After  a  severe  engagement  of  near 
an  hour,  during  which  he  sustained  a  loss  of 
nearly  four  hundred  officers  and  men,  General 
Clayton  withdrew  to  replenish  his  exhausted 
ammunition,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Gen- 
eral Brown.  This  gallant  officer  with  his  vet- 
eran  command  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the 
enemy  before  them  several  hundred  yards 
through  a  dense  undergrowth,  and  routiDg  his 
first  line,  driving  it  back  upon  his  second,  which 
was  posted  on  a  slight  ridge,  and  supported  by 
artillery.  Advancing  upon  this  line,  under  a 
terrific  fire  from  all  arms,  the  enemy  were  forced 
from  the  ridge,  which  was  occupied,  but  from 
which  the  brigade  soon  withdrew,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  force  of  the  enemy  threatening  its 
right. 

After  passing  the  dense  undergrowth  men- 
tioned, the  horses  were  killed  and  gunners 
driven  from  several  field-pieces  opposite  the 
centre  and  right  of  the  brigade.  Three  of  them, 
six-pounder  rifled  brass  pieces,  were  brought  off 
by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  commanding  Dawson's 
battery,  and  two  others  by  other  troops  of  the 
division.  The  left  regiment  (Twenty-sixth  Ten- 
nessee) also  drove  the  enemy  from  another 
battery,  three  pieces  of  which  were  left  be- 
tween the  opposing  lines,  but  were  not  brought 
off.  The  brigade  sustained,  during  this  engage- 
ment, a  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men.  It  being 
necessary  to  relieve  Brown,  Bate's  brigade  was 
brought  up,  and  received  by  the  enemy  with 
as  hot  a  fire  as  had  successively  greeted  Clayton 
and  Brown.  Attacking,  however,  with  their 
usual  impetuosity,  they  drove  the  enemy  back, 
forcing  him  to  withdraw  his  batteries  and  to 
abandon  one  position  after  another,  losing  and 
re-capturing  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  wresting 
from  him  the  flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  re- 
giment, Wright's  brigade.  Clayton's  brigade 
being  again  brought  forward  as  a  support  to 
Bate,  the  two  pressed  on,  driving  the  enemy 
beyond  the  road  leading  to  Chattanooga.  Clay- 
ton's brigade,  with  a  portion  of  Bate's,  continued 
the  pursuit  for  half  a  mile  beyond  this  road, 
when,  in  consequence  of  threatening  movements 
on  the  right  and  left,  they  fell  back  leisurely 
about  sunset,  re-forming  on  the  east  side  of 'the 
road. 

In  these  charges  the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty- 
Beventh  Tennessee  regiments,  Colonel  Tyler  com- 
manding, captured  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Clay  ion's  brigade,  aided  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Ala- 
bama, of  Bate's  brigade  (Colonel  Bush  Jones 
aiding),  captured  three  pieces.  During 


the  whole  of  these  several  engagements  the  ene- 
my's fire  was  very  heavy  and  destructive,  and 
each  brigade  suffered  severely,  both  in  officers 
and  men.  Their  conduct  was  most  gratifying, 
and  needs  no  praise  from  me. 

As  the  result  of  the  afternoon's  work,  to  which 
each  brigade  contributed  its  full  share,  I  claim 
that  we  rescued  the  battery  of  Wright's  brigade 
and  the  flag  of  one  of  his  regiments  ;  that  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  were  wrested  from  the  enemy, 
from  two  to  three  hundred  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured and  several  hundred  stands  of  small  arms 
secured  and  sent  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy's 
line  pierced  near  its  centre  and  driven  back 
beyond  the  Chattanooga  road.  Among  the  pris- 
oners was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yon  Schraden, 
Assistant  Inspector- General  on  the  staff  of  the 
Federal  General  Thomas.  Of  the  artillery  ac- 
tually captured,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  how 
many  pieces  were  ultimately  secured.  After 
night,  Major  Eldridge,  Chief  of  Artillery,  sent 
four  pieces  and  one  caisson  beyond  the  Chicka- 
mauga. 

The  men  being  exhausted,  and  night  approach- 
ing, after  distributing  ammunition,  Brown's  bri- 
gade was  formed  in  front,  facing  the  Chattanooga 
road  ;  Clayton  on  the  right  and  facing  in  that  di- 
rection, as  there  were  no  troops  of  ours  within 
half  a  mile  of  us  towards  the  .right.  Bate's  bri- 
gade on  the  left,  and  in  rear  of  Brown's.  During 
the  night  a  number  of  stragglers  from  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy  were  picked  up  and  sent  to  the 
rear  by  my  skirmishers  or  pickets.  I  should 
have  stated  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
ground,  its  advantages  being  altogether  with  the 
enemy,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  artil- 
lery. During  the  night  the  enemy  were  heard 
constructing  defences,  and  moving  artillery 
towards  his  left. 

After  leaving  General  Bragg,  as  mentioned,  I 
saw  no  officer  whose  rank  was  superior  to  my 
own  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Having  been  sep- 
arated from  the  corps  to  which  the  division 
was  attached,  a  staff  officer  wTas  sent  after  night 
— the  earliest  moment  practicable — to  report  to 
Major-General  Buckner,  who  directed  that  we 
should  remain  in  position  until  further  orders. 

Early  tho  next  morning,  twentieth,  Lieutenant- 
General  Longstreet,  who  had  arrived  during  the 
night,  came  to  see  me,  and  informed  me  that  I 
would  receive  my  orders  on  that  day  directly 
from  him,  that  the  attack  was  to  commence  on 
our  extreme  right  at  daylight,  was  to  be  followed 
on  the  left,  and  gradually,  or  rather  successively, 
to  extend  to  the  centre,  and  that  I  should  move 
after  the  division  on  my  right  or  the  one  on  my 
left  had  mo-ved,  according  to  circumstances.  Ap- 
prising him  of  the  fact  that  there  were  no 
troops  to  the  right,  at  least  within  a  half  mile, 
he  directed  me  to  move  something  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  that  direction.  This  was 
done,  Brown's  brigade  forming  on  the  front  line 
on  the  crest  of  a  slight  ridge,  and  constructing 
a  breastwork  of  logs  ;  Clayton's  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  rear,  on  a  parallel  ridge,  and  Bate  with 
his  left  resting  on  Brown's  right,  hife  line  extend- 
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ing  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  turning  our  position,  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  the  right  wing  was  a  very 
considerable  distance  to  our  rear.  My  division 
was  the  right  of  the  left  wing  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  and  McNair's 
brigade  was  on  the  left  of  Brown's.  Subse- 
quently Wood's  brigade,  of  Cleburne's  division, 
was  formed  on  the  right,  and  in  prolongation  of 
Brown's,  and  about  nine  A.  M.,  Deshler's  was 
formed  on  the  right  of  Bate's. 

In  the  meantime,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  up- 
on us  from  the  enemy's  batteries  in  our  immedi- 
ate front,  and  but  a  few  hundred  yards  distant, 
by  which  some  losses  were  occasioned.  At 
length,  about  eleven  A.M.,  Major  Lee,  of  General 
Bragg's  staff,  came  to  me  with  an  order  to  ad- 
vance at  once  and  attack  the  enemy.  I  informed 
him  what  orders  had  previously  been  received, 
and  that  no  attack  had  been  made  on  my  right. 
He  replied  that  General  Bragg  had  directed  him 
to  pass  along  the  lines  and  give  the  order  to 
every  division  commander  to  move  upon  the 
onemy  immediately.  Accordingly,  I  arranged 
with  General  Wood  that  he  should  advance  with 
Brown,  which  was  done  without  delay.  Clayton 
was  moved  up  immediately  to  Brown's  position, 
and  Bate's  right  thrown  forward  to  bring  him 
on  line  with  Clayton,  when  they  also  advanced 
to  be  within  supporting  distance  of  Brown  and 
Wood.  For  several  hundred  yards  both  lines 
pressed  on  under  the  most  terrible  fire  it  has 
ever  been  my  fortune  to  witness.  The  enemy 
retired,  and  our  men,  though  mowed  down  at 
every  step,  rushed  on  at  double-quick,  until  at 
length  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  Brown  broke 
in  confusion,  exposing  him  to  an  enfilade  fire. 
He  continued  on,  however,  some  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  yards  further,  when  his  two  right  regiments 
gave  way  in  disorder,  and  retired  to  their  orig- 
inal position.  His  centre  and  left,  however, 
followed  by  the  gallant  Clayton  and  indomitable 
Bate,  pressed  on,  passing  the  corn-field  in  front 
of  the  burnt  house,  and  to  a  distance  of  two  to 
three  hundred  yards  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road,  driving  the  enemy  within  his  line  of  in- 
trenohments,  and  passing  a  battery  of  four  guns, 
which  were  afterwards  taken  possession  of  bv 
a  regiment  from  another  division.  Here,  new- 
batteries  being  opened  by  the  enemy  on  our 
front  and  flank,  heavily  supported  by  infantry,  it 
became  necessary  to  retire,  the  command  re-form- 
ing on  the  ground  occupied  before  the  advance. 


During  this  charge,  which  was  truly  heroic, 
our  loss  was  severe.  Several  valuable  officers 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Generals  Brown  and 
Clayton  were  each  struck  by  spent  grape,  tem- 
porarily disabling  the  former,  and  General  Bate 
and  several  of  his  staff  had  their  horses  killed, 
the  second  lost  by  General  Bate  that  morning. 
After  remaining  long  enough  to  re-form  the 
lines,  to  replenish  ammunition  and  rest  the  men, 
the  command  again  advanced  to  the  corn-field 
mentioned  above,  then  moved  by  the  right  flank 
until  it  formed  across  a  ridge  which  extended 
obliquely  to  the  front  and  right.  The  enemy 
were  still  in  position  behind  a  breastwork  of 
logs,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front  of  us,  and, 
General  Buckner  coming  up,  I  understood  it  to 
be  his  wish  that  I  should  not  then  attempt  to 
go  forward,  but  to  await  orders. 

In  the  meantime  a  severe  struggle  was  going 
on  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  field,  in  one  corner 
of  which. near  the  Chattanooga  road,  stood  Kelly's 
house. 

About  five  p.  M.  an  order  reached  me,  by  an 
officer  of  General  Longstreet's  staff,  to  move  for- 
ward upon  the  enemy.  Brown's  brigade,  now 
commanded  by  Colonel  Cook,  of  the  Thirty-sec- 
ond Tennessee,  was  directed  to  support  the 
artillery  placed  in  position  on  a  hill  in  the  corn- 
field to  our  left,  and  Clayton's  and  Bate's  bri- 
gades, in  the  order  named,  advanced  with  a  cheer 
and  at  a  double-quick  upon  the  enemy's  defences. 
The  enemy  gave  way,  utterly  routed  ;  our  men 
dashed  over  their  breastworks,  pursuing  to  the 
edge  of  the  open  ground  or  field  around  the 
"  Kelly  house,"  where  we  halted,  capturing  three 
or  four  hundred  prisoners,  among  whom  was 
Major  Beattie,  of  the  regular  army.  A  prisoner, 
brought  up  before  the  charge  was  made,  stated 
that  the  position  Was  held  by  the  division  of  the 
Federal  General  Reynolds.  The  Eufala  battery 
was  brought  up  and  fired  the  last  shots  at  the 
retreating  foe,  who,  being  taken  in  flank  by  our 
attack,  fled  from  their  position  in  front  of  the 
division  on  our  right. 

During  the  night  and  next  morning  several 
thousand  stands  of  small  arms,  accoutrements, 
&c.,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  were 
collected  by  my  division,  a  large  portion  of 
which  was  removed  by  our  ordnance  wagons. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  three  brigades  during 
Friday  afternoon,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  was  as 
follows,  viz. : 


BRIGADES. 

1 

1 

KILLED. 

| 

MISSING. 

I 

1 

Brown's  

120 

1.320 

50 

426 

4 

480 

33.3 

Bate's,  

132 

1,085 

66 

516 

11 

593 

48,7 

Clayton's,  

94 

1,352 

86 

535 

13 

634 

42.4 

Dawson's  Battery,  

3 

62 

1 

6 

8 

Eufala  Battery, 

3 

103 

1 

13 

14 

Humphreys'  Battery 

3 

86 

1 

2 

3 

Escort  Company,  

3 

32 

1 

1 

2 

I 

, 

358 

4,040 

205 

1,499 

37 

1,733 
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Among  these  were  several  officers  of  eminent 
worth  and  services,  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders.  I  desire 
to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  Brigadier- 
Generals  Brown,  Bate,  and  Clayton,  and  of  their 
respective  commands.  Representing  the  three 
States  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  they 
vied  with  each  other  in  deeds  of  high  and  noble 
daring.  The  Confederacy  has  nowhere  braver 
defenders  led  by  more  skilful 'commanders.  It 
is  due  to  the  several  members  of  my  staff  that  I 
should  acknowledge  my  obligations  for  their  in- 
valuable services,  and  record  my  _  estimate  of 
their  personal  bearing  and  conduct'  in  the  field. 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  A.  A.  General,  than 
whom  there  is  not  a  more  active  or  faithful 
officer  in  the  service,  displayed  throughout  his 
usual  intelligence,  promptness,  and  cool  courage. 
Major  John  C.  Thompson,  A.  I.  General,  and 
Lieutenant  S.  H.  Cahal,  A.  A.  and  I.  General, 
were  conspicuous  for  their  zeal  and  disregard 
of  danger.  Major  J.  W.  Eldridge,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillery, discharged  his  duties  with  energy  and 
skill,  bringing  the  artillery  into  play,  on  the  few 
occasions  where  it  was  practicable,  with  judg- 
ment and  success.  My  two  Aids,  Lieutenants 
Bromfield  Ridley,  Jr.,  and  R.  Caruthers  Stewart, 
though  very  young  men,  and  the  latter  under 
fire  for  the  first  time,  behaved  with  commenda- 
ble gallantry. 

On  Saturday,  I  was  also  well  served  by  Mr. 
John  E.  Hatcher,  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  private 
John  M.  House,  a  clerk  in  the  AdjutankGeii- 
eral's  office.  To  Chief  Surgeon  G.  B.  Thornton, 
and  the  Medical  Inspector,  Dr.  G.  W.  Burton,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  good  care  of  the  wounded, 
and  the  excellent  hospital  arrangements  pro- 
vided under  their  supervision,  and  for  their 
unremitting  attention  to  their  duties.  Under  the 
management  of  Captain  J.  W.  Stewart,  Ordnance 
Officer,  supplies  of  ammunition  were  always 
promptly  at  hand  when  needed,  and  affairs  were 
managed  to  my  entire  satisfaction  in  their  re- 
spective departments,  by  Majors  John  A.  Lau- 
derdale,  Acting  Quartermaster,  and  J.  D.  Cross, 
Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  who  are 
among  the  most  faithful  and  energetic  officers 
of  their  branches  of  service. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Captain  H.  L.  Foule, 
commanding  my  escort,  and  who  acted  as  my 
Aid,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  his  admirable 
company,  for  their  intelligence,  activity,  and 
zeal.  I  have  never  required  a  service  from  the 
company,  nor  from  any  member  of  it,  that  was 
not  performed  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  In  con- 
clusion, I  desire  to  express  my  humble  but  most 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  Almighty  God 
for  tke  signal  success  that  crowned  our  arms. 
Greatly  outnumbered  as  we  were  by  a  skilful 
and  determined  foe,  our  own  strong  arms  and 
stout  hearts  could  never  have  secured  to  us  the 
victory  without  the  Divine  favor.  Let  all  the 
praise  be  ascribed  to  His  holy  name. 

Enclosing  with  this  the  reports  of  brigade 
and  regimental  commanders,  to  which  I  beg  to 
refer  for  details  and  for  the  names  of  those  in 


their  respective  commands  who  entitled  them- 
selves to  special  mention, 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
ALEXANDER  P.  STEWART, 

Major-General. 

The  credit  of  rescuing  Games'  battery,  of 
Wright's  brigade,  is  due  to  Brown's  Brigade. 
The  flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regiment 
was  recaptured  by  Bate's  brigade. 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  B.  F.  CHEATHAM. 

HEADQUARTERS,  CHEATHAM'S  DIVISION,  FOLK'S  CORPS,  ) 

ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,  CAMP  PRESTON  SMITH,  BEFORE  CHAT-  > 
TANOOGA,  October  20th,  1863.  ) 

Lieutenant- Colonel  George  Wm.  Brent,  Assistant- 
Adjulant-Genei^al  Army  of  Tennessee  : 
COLONEL  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  command  at  the  -battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  in  the  subsequent  affair  resulting  in 
the  occupation  of  Missionary  Ridge  : 

The  division  was  composed  of  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  John  K.  Jackson  ;  Man- 
ey's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  George  Maney; 
Smith's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith  ;  Wright's  brigade,  Brigadier-General  M. 
J.  Wright ;  Strahl's  brigade,  Brigadier-General 
0.  F.  Strahl ;  Stanford's  battery  of  four  guns, 
Captain  T.  J.  Stanford  :  Carries'  battery  of  four 
guns,  Captain  W.  W.  Carnes  ;  Scoggins'  battery 
of  four  guns,  Captain  J.  Scoggins ;  Scott's  bat- 
tery of  four  guns,  First-Lieutenant  John  Marsh 
commanding  ;  and  Smith's  battery  of  four  guns, 
First-Lieutenant  William  B.  Turner  command- 
ing. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Polk,  I  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at 
Hunt's  Ford,  on  the  nineteenth  September,  at 
seven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  moved  my  command  by 
the  flank  in  a  northern  direction,  formed  my 
line  of  battle,  and  awaited  orders. 

At  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  di- 
rect from  the  General  commanding  the  army, 
through  Lieutenant  Parker,  of  his  staff,  to  move 
to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  to  the  support 
of  Major-General  Walker,  whose  division  had 
been  for  some  time  warmly  engaged,  and  who 
reported  himself  as  being  heavily  pressed  by 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  who,  sub- 
sequent events  disclosed,  had,  or  was  at  this 
time  concentrating  the  bulk  of  his  forces  oh 
our  right  and  in  front  of  Major-General  Walk- 
er's command.  Moving  rapidly  by  the  right 
flank,  I  reached  the  road  leading  from  Alexan- 
der's Bridge,  and  at  once  formed  my  command 
immediately  in  rear  of  Major-General  Walker's 
line  of  battle — Jackson's  brigade  on  the  right, 
Smith's  in  the  centre,  and  Wright's  brigade  on 
the  left,  the  whole  line  supported  by  Maney's 
and  Strahl's  brigades,  which  were  held  as  re- 
serves. About  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  I  gave  the 
order  to  advance,  at  the  same  time  notifying  the 
several  brigade  commanders  that  there  was  no 
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support  on  the  right  or  left  flank,  and,  after  pro- 
ceeding about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the 
line  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  rapidly  in 
heavy  force  in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  columns  of 
Major-General  Walker.  The  left  and  centre  of 
Jackson  at  once,  and  in  a  few  moments  thereaf- 
ter the  entire  line,  became  engaged,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
and  handsomely  drove  him  back,  with  heavy 
loss,  to  the  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  where  he  took  shelter  behind  his  breast- 
works, and,  assisted  by  the  arrival  of  heavy 
reinforcements,  checked  the  further  advance  of 
my  line.  Without  support  either  on  my  right  or 
left  and  after  a  severe  engagement  of  two  hours, 
I  directed  the  three  brigades  to  retire  for  re-form- 
ation, and  ordered  Generals  Maney  and  Strahl  to 
occupy  and  hold  the  positions  vacated  by  Jack- 
son and  Smith  and  make  no  attempt  to  advance. 
Reaching  the  positions  assigned  them,  Maney's 
and  Strahl's  brigades  were  attacked  in  front  and 
on  both  flanks,  by  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  and  forced  to  retire  and  take  position  in 
rear  of  Jackson's  and  Smith's  brigades,  which 
were  moved  forward  in  the  position  held  before 
the  advance,  and  on  the  right  and  left  of  Turner's 
battery.  The  enemy,  flushed  with  a  supposed 
victory,  boldly  advanced  upon  my  line,  and,  com- 
ing within  short  range,  was  checked  and  forced 
back  in  disorder  by  the  well  directed  discharges 
of  shell  and  canister  from  the  guns  of  Tur- 
ner's battery.  I  made  no  effort  to  advance  my 
line  after  this  success,  for  the  reason  that  the 
enemy's  dispositions  on  my  right  and  left  flank, 
and  from  information  derived  from  prisoners 
captured,  satisfied  me  that  the  entire  corps  of 
the  Federal  General  Thomas,  reinforced  by  the 
divisions  of  Yancleve  and  Palmer,  were  in  my 
front.  I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  to  sim- 
ply hold  my  position,  and  await  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements. The  result  of  this  engagement  of 
about  three  hours'  duration,  against  such  heavy 
odds,  with  both  flanks  exposed,  was,  that  my 
command  successfully  checked  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  seize 
the  crossing  of  the  Chickaniauga  at  Alexander's 
Bridge  and  Hunt's  Ford.  This  result  was  attend- 
ed with  a  heavy  loss  of  officers  and  men,  as  is 
attested  by  the  long  list  of  casualties  heretofore 
furnished  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  nu- 
merous exhibitions  of  good  conduct  on  the  part 
of  officers  and  men,  particular  mention  of  which 
is  made  in  the  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  which  are  herewith  forwarded.  I 
cannot,  however,  forbear  to  refer  to  the  impor- 
tant service  rendered  by  Lieutenant  William  B. 
Turner,  commanding  battery.  Posted  on  an 
elevation  commanding  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, he  used  his  advantage  with  great  effect,  and  I 
displayed  a  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  service  | 
of  his  guns  highly  commendable  to  himself,  his 
officers,  and  men,  and  accomplished  a  result  the 
importance  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate. 
Three  pieces  of  Scoggins'  battery  were  at  the 
same  time  engaged,  and  rendered  excellent  ser- 
vice. 


Jackson's  brigade,  during  this  engagement, 
took  from  the  enemy  three  pieces  of  his  artillery 
and  sent  them  to  the  rear.  Scoggins'  battery, 
of  this  brigade,  in  retiring,  under  orders,  had 
the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one  caisson  disabled 
and  left  them  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
piece  and  caisson  were,  however,  subsequently 
recaptured. 

Wright's  brigade,  occupying  the  extreme  left 
of  my  line,  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  two  hours' 
duration,  was  found  to  be  exposed  to  a  severe 
fire  on  the  left  flank  and  forced  to  retire. 
Games'  battery,  doing  duty  with  this  brigade, 
after  losing  one  half  of  its  men  and  horses,  was 
abandoned  on  the  field,  but  the  enemy  was  una- 
ble to  remove  the  guns,  and  they  were  recap- 
tured, uninjured,  in  the  advance  of  the  next 
day. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  division  of  Major- 
General  Cleburne  arrived  on  the  field,  and,  with 
my  command,  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Polk  to  attack  the  enemy  at  once.  My  en- 
tire command  advanced,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  for  about  six  hundred  yards,  the  ene- 
my yielding  and  giving  way  at  our  approach. 
At  this  point,  orders  were  given  to  make  no 
further  advance  and  the  firing  abruptly  ceased, 
when  my  lines  were  re-formed  and  the  division 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle. 

In  this  night  attack,  Jackson's  and  Smith's 
brigades  only,  of  my  command,  encountered  the 
enemy.  Three  hundred  of  the  enemy  were 
captured  by  Smith's  brigade  and  sent  to  the 
rear,  and  the  colors  of  the  Seventy-seventh 
Pennsylvania  regiment  were  captured  by  Colo- 
nel, now  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Vaughn,  Jr.  It 
was  in  this  night  attack  that  Brigadier-General 
Preston  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  received  his  mor- 
tal wound,  from  which  he  died  in  fifty  minutes. 
At  the  head  of  his  noble  brigade,  of  which  he 
had  been  the  commander,  as  Colonel  and  Briga- 
dier-General for  two  years  and  a  half,  he  fell  in 
the  performance  of  what  he  himself,  with  his 
expiring  breath,  simply  said  was  his  duty.  Ac- 
tive, energetic,  and  brave,  with  a  rare  fitness 
to  command,  full  of  honorable  ambition,  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  most  elevated  patriotism, 
the  whole  country  will  mourn  his  fall  and  do 
honor  to  his  memory.  Two  of  his  staff,  Captain 
John  Dorielson,  acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, and  Captain  Thomas  H.  King,  acting  Aid- 
de-Camp,  both  officers  of  excellent  merit,  were 
killed  within  a  few  minutes  of  General  Smith. 

During  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  Septem- 
ber, I  was  notified  by  Lieutenant-General  Polk 
that  the  attack  would  be  renewed  at  daylight. 
My  command  was  already  formed  and  in  expec- 
tation of  orders  to  advance  at  the  appointed 
hour,  but,  for  reasons  thus  unknown  to  me,  no 
advance  was  made  until  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 
When  in  the  act  of  advancing  my  line,  I  dis- 
covered that  my  front  was  partially  covered  by 
Major-General  Stewart's  division,  and,  commu- 
nicating the  fact  in  person  to  the  General  com- 
manding the  army,  was  by  him  directed  not  to 
advance,  but  to  hold  my  command  as  a  reserve. 
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No  part  of  my  command,  except  Jackson's  bri- 
gade, was  engaged  in  the  active  operations  of 
the  twentieth  September,  until  the  hour  of  six 
p.  M. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  twentieth 
September,  Brigadier-General  Jackson  received 
orders  from  the  General  commanding  the  army 
to  go  to  the  support  of  Lieutenant-General  Hill. 
For  an  account  of  the  action  of  this  brigade, 
whilst  detached  from  my  command,  your  atten- 
tion is  directed  to  the  report  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Jackson. 

At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  received  orders  to  pro- 
cfeed  with  my  command  to  the  extreme  right  of 
our  line,  where  I  remained  until  six.  p.  M.,  when 
a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line  was  or- 
dered. Jackson's  brigade,  on  the  left  of  General 
Walker,  was  now  actively  engaged,  and  his 
ammunition  being  nearly  exhausted,  General 
Maney,  with  his  brigade,  was  ordered  to  relieve 
him.  Wright's  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on 
Maney's  right,  and  to  advance  with  the  entire 
line,  now  in  motion.  These  brigades  encoun- 
tered but  slight  resistance.  The  enemy,  now 
fiercely  assailed  at  all  points,  yielded  the  field 
to  us  and  fled  in  disorder. 

At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  twenty-first,  I 
moved  my  corrimand  in  the  direction  of  Chicka- 
mauga  Station,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night 
near  the  old  Mission  House,  on  Chickamauga 
Creek. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  I 
was  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Polk  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  and 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  Missionary  Ridge  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.  I  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
occupied  the  crest  of  the  ridge  in  force.  After 
making  the  necessary  reconnoissances,  Maney's 
brigade  on  the  right,  and  Smith's  on  the  left — 
the  latter  was  now  commanded  by  Colonel  A.  J. 
Vaughan — were  deployed  and  ordered  to  carry 
the  position  held  by  the  enemy,  which  was 
done,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of  a  few  min- 
utes. The  position  was  found  to  be  one  of  much 
natural  strength,  increased  by  breastworks  made 
of  stone  arid  fallen  timber ;  but  the  enemy,  now 
demoralized  by  a  succession  of  disasters,  made 
but  a  feeble  resistance,  and  fled  in  great  haste. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  beg  to  mention  an 
act  of  daring  and  heroism  on  the  part  of  Colonel 
S.  S.  Stanton,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee 
Volunteers.  During  the  engagement  of  the 
nineteenth,  his  regiment,  exposed  to  a  close  and 
heavy  fire,  wavered  for  a  moment,  and  seemed 
to  be  in  the  act  of  falling  back,  when  the  intrepid 
Colonel  seized  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  and, 
rushing  to  the  front,  called  his  men  to  follow 
him.  Inspired  by  his  heroic  example,  the  regi- 
ment re-formed  on  the  colors,  and  at  once  recov- 
ered the  ground  they  had  lost.  Whilst  the 
colors  were  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Stanton, 
they  were  pierced  thirty  times  by  the  enemy's 
balls. 

The  officers  of  my  staff — Major  James  D.  Por- 
ter, Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Major  John 
Ingram,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Major  Me- 


lancthon  Smith,  Chief  of  Artillery  ;  Major  Joseph 
Vaux,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  Captain 
Thomas  F.  Henry,  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Dr.  F.  Rice,  Chief  Surgeon ;  Lieutenant  F.  H. 
McNairy,  Aid-de-Camp  ;  Lieutenant  J.  Webb 
Smith,  Aid-,de-Camp  ;  Major  S.  H.  Brooks  and  A. 
L.  Robertson,  volunteer  Aids-de-Camp  ;  Major 
John  A.  Cheatham,  Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Major 
G.  V.  Young,  Chief  Quartermaster  ;  Major  B.  J. 
Butler,  Chief  Commissary — all  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  du- 
ties assigned  them. 

My  escort — Company  G,  Second  Georgia 
cavalry,  Captain  T.  M.  Merritt — were,  under  my 
orders,  employed  in  collecting  the  small  arms 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  deserve  honorable 
mention  for  the  industrious  performance  of  their 
duty. 

Respectfully,  Colonel, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

HEADQUARTERS  BRECKINRIDGE'S  DIVISION,  HILL'S  CORPS,  \ 
October,  1863.         j 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Archer  Anderson,  Assistant 

Adjutant-  General : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  oper- 
ations of  ray  division  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of 
September  last : 

It  was  composed  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Sixth 
and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Forty-first  Alabama 
regiments,  with  Cobb's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Helm ;  the 
Thirteenth,  Twentieth,  Sixteenth,  Twenty-fifth 
and  Nineteenth  Louisiana ;  Thirty-second  Ala- 
bama, and  Austin's  battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
with  Slocomb's  battery  (Fifth  Washington  artil- 
lery), under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Daniel  Adams ;  the  First,  Third  and  Fourth 
Florida;  Forty-seventh  Georgia  and  Sixtieth 
North  Carolina  regiments,  with  Mabane's  bat- 
tery, under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
M.  A.  Stovall.  My  effective  strength  was,  of 
enlisted  men,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five.  Total,  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred arid  sixty-nine. 

At  daylight  of  the  eighteenth,  my  command 
moved  from  Catlett's  Gap  and  that  neighborhood, 
in  the  Pigeon  Mountain,  and  the  same  afternoon 
took  position  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chick- 
amauga, near  Glass's  Mills,  and  composed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  infantry  of  the  army.  I 
immediately  threw  the  Second  Kentucky  across 
the  ford  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  and  reveal 
his  position,  the  Sixth  Kentucky  being  placed  in 
close  supporting  distance  at  the  mill.  Adams' 
brigade  was  sent,  by  order  of  Liautenant-General 
Hill,  to  a  ford  a  mile  and  a-half  above,  where  the 
enemy,  as  the  cavalry  reported,  threatened  to 
cross.  It  was  so  late  when  these  dispositions 
were  made  that  nothing  satisfactory  was  devel- 
oped that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Slocomb, 
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with  lour  guns,  Cobb,  with  two,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  Helm's  brigade,  were  moved  across 
Glass's  Ford  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  two  rifled  pieces  of  Slocomb's 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Vaught,  took  position 
on  a  bluff  upon  the  east  side  of  the  stream.  An 
artillery  engagement  ensued,  much  to  our  advan- 
tage, until  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the  better 
position,  brought  forward  a  number  of  heavy 
guns  and  showed  the  greater  weight  of  metal. 
While  the  engagement  was  progressing,  I 
received  an  order  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill 
to  withdraw  my  command,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  too  great  peril,  and  take  position  about 
three  miles  south  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  on  the 
roasl  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  Lafayette,  and 
so  as  to  cover  the  approach  to  that  road  from 
Glass's  Mill  and  the  ford  above,  leaving  a  regi- 
ment and  section  of  artillery  to  observe  those 
crossings. 

The  movement  was  made  in  good  order,  Col- 
onel Dilworth,  with  the  First  and  Third  (consoli- 
dated) Florida  and  a  section  of  Cobb's  battery, 
being  left  in  observation.  Our  casualties,  which 
fell  upon  Slocomb,  Cobb,  and  Helm,  were  twenty- 
two  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
in  killed  alone,  as  shown  by  an  examination  of 
the  ground  after  the  twentieth,  was  nearly  equal 
to  the  sum  of  our  casualties.  Although  the 
enemy  was  in  considerable  strength  at  the  fords 
above  referred  to,  the  result  showed  that  it  was 
a  covering  force  to  columns  passing  down  the 
valley  to  unite  with  the  centre  and  left  of  his 
army.  Soon  after  taking  up  the  new  position, 
I  was  ordered  to  relieve  Brigadier-General  Pat- 
ton  Anderson's  division,  which  was  facing  the 
enemy  opposite  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  The 
troops  marched  rapidly,  yet  it  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  before  this  movement  was  completed. 
The  division  was  hardly  in  position  when  I 
received  an  order  from  the  General  commanding 
the  army  to  move  to  the  right,  cross  the  Ciiick- 
amauga  at  a  point  further  down,  and  occupy  a 
position  to  be  indicated.  The  division  crossed 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  and  arriving,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  at  a  field  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  our 
line  of  battle,  bivouacked  there  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-General  Polk.  Remaining  some  time 
at  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  camp-fire,  I  left 
there  two  hours  before  daylight  (the  twentieth) 
to  place  my  command  in  position.  During  the 
night  General  Polk  informed  me  that  I  was  to 
prolong  the  line  of  battle  upon  the  right  of 
Major-General  Cleburne.  Conducted  by  Major 

,  of  his  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Reid,  Aid- 

de-Camp  to  General  Hill,  my  division  reached 
Cleburne's  right  a  little  after  daybreak.  Upon 
the  re-adjustment  of  his  line,  I  formed  on  his 
right,  and  became  the  extreme  right  of  the  gen- 
eral line  of  battle.  Helm  was  on  the  left  of  my 
line,  Stovall  in  the  centre,  and  Adams  on  the 
right,  the  last  extending  across  a  country  road 
leading  from  Reed's  Bridge  and  striking  the 
Chattanooga  road  at  a  place  called  Glenn's 
Farm.  The  country  was  wooded,  with  small 


openings,  and  the  ground  unknown  to  me.  Our 
skirmishers,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  advance, 
confronted  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  line  was 
supposed  to  be  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 

Soon  after  sunrise,  I  received  a  note  from 
Lieutenant- General  Polk  directing  me  to  advance, 
and  about  the  same  time  Major-General  Cle- 
burne, who  happened  to  be  with  me,  received 
one  of  the  same  tenor.  Lieutenant-General 
Hill  having  arrived,  the  notes  were  placed  in 
his  hands.  By  his  order,  the  movement  was 
delayed  for  the  troops  to  get  their  rations,  and 
on  other  accounts. 

Dilworth,  who  had  been  relieved  by  a  cavalry 
force  late  the  preceding  evening  and  who  had 
marched  all  night,  now  arrrived  and  took  his 
place  in  line. 

At  half  past  nine  A.  M.,  by  order  of  Lieuten- 
ant-General Hill,  I  moved  my  division  forward 
in  search  of  the  enemy.  At  the  distance  of 
seven  hundred  yards  we  came  upon  him  in  force, 
and  the  battle  was  opened  by  Helm's  brigade 
with  great  fury.  The  Second  and  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky, with  three  companies  of  the  Forty-first 
Alabama,  encountered  the  left  of  aline  of  breast- 
works before  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and,  though  assailing  them  with  great  courage, 
were  compelled  to  pause.  From  some  cause,  the 
line  on  my  left  had  not  advanced  simultaneously 
with  my  division,  and  in  consequence,  from  the 
form  of  the  enemy's  works,  these  brave  troops 
were,  in  addition  to  the  fire  in  front,  subjected  to 
a  severe  enfilading  fire  from  the  left.  Twice  they 
renewed  the  assault  with  the  utmost  resolution, 
but  were  too  weak  to  storm  the  position.  The 
rest  of  Helm's  brigade,  in  whose  front  there 
were  no  woods,  after  a  short,  but  sharp  engage- 
ment, routed  a  line  of  the  enemy,  pursued  it 
across  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  captured  a 
section  of  artillery  posted  in  the  centre  of  the 
road.  This  portion  of  the  brigade  was  now 
brought  under  a  heavy  front  and  enfilading  fire, 
and,  being  separated  from  its  left  and  without 
support,  I  ordered  Colonel  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  of 
the  Sixth  Kentucky,  who  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand upon  the  fall  of  General  Helm,  to  with- 
draw the  troops  some  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
rear,  to  reunite  the  brigade  and  change  his  front 
slightly,  to  meet  the  new  order  of  things  by 
throwing  forward  his  right  and  retiring  his  left. 
The  movement  was  made  without  panic  or  con- 
fusion. 

This  was  one  of  the  bloodiest  encounters  of 
the  day.  Here  General  Helm,  ever  ready  for 
action,  and  endeared  to  his  command  by  his 
many  virtues,  received  a  mortal  wound,  while 
in  the  heroic  discharge  of  his  duty.  Colonel 
Hewitt,  of  the  Second  Kentucky,  was  killed, 
acting  gallantly,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment. 
Captain  Maderia,  Captain  Rogers,  and  Captain 
Leedman,  of  the  Second;  Captain  Daniel,  of 
the  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  many  other  officers  and 
men,  met  their  deaths  before  the  enemy's  work's ; 
while  Colonel  Nuckols,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky, 
Colonel  Caldwell,  of  the  Ninth,  and  many  more 
officers  and  men,  were  wounded. 
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In  the  meantime,  Adams  and  Stovall  advanced 
steadily,  driving  back  two  lines  of  skirmishers. 
Stovall  halted  at  the  Chattanooga  road.  Adams 
after  dispersing  a  regiment  and  capturing  a 
battery,  crossed  the  road  to  Glenn's  Farm,  and 
halted  a  short  distance  beyond,  in  an  open 
field.  When  Helm's  brigade  was  checked,  and 
I  had  given  Colonel  Lewis  orders  in  reference 
to  his  new  position,  I  rode  to  the  commands  of 
Adams  and  Stovall  OH  the  right.  It  was  now 
evident  from  the  comparatively  slight  resistance 
they  had  encountered,  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  not  threatened  in  front,  that  our  line  had 
extended  beyond  the  enemy's  left.  I  at  once 
ordered  these  brigades  to  change  front  perpen- 
dicular to  the  original  line  of  battle,  and  with 
the  left  of  Adams,  and  the  right  of  Stovall  rest- 
ing on  the  Chattanooga  road,  to  advance  upon  the 
flank  of  the  enemy.  Slocomb's  battery,  which 
had  previously  done  good  service,  was  posted 
on  favorable  ground  on  the  west  of  the  road  to 
support  the  movement.  The  brigades  advanced 
in  fine  order  over  a  field,  and  entered  the  woods 
beyond.  Stovall  soon  encountered  the  extreme 
left  of  the  enemy's  works,  which,  retiring  from 
the  general  north  and  south  direction  of  his  in- 
trenchments,  extended  westwardly  nearly  to  the 
Chattanooga  road.  After  a  severe  and  well-con- 
tested conflict,  he  was  checked  and  forced  to 
retire.  Adams,  on  the  west  of  the  road,  met 
two  lines  of  the  enemy,  who  had  improved  the 
short  time  to  bring  up  reinforcements  and  re- 
form nearly  at  a  right  angle  to  the  troops  in  his 
main  line  of  works. 

The  first  line  was  routed,  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  break  the  second,  aided  as  it  was 
by  artillery,  and  after  a  sanguinary  contest,  which 
reflected  high  honor  on  the  brigade,  it  was 
forced  back  in  some  confusion.  Here  General 
Adams,  who  is  as  remarkable  for  his  judgment 
on  the  field  as  for  his  courage,  was  severely 
wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Among  the  casualties,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Turner, 
of  the  Nineteenth  Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and 
the  gallant  Major  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
was  killed. 

Stovall  had  gained  a  point  beyond  the  angle 
of  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works.  Adams  had 
advanced  still  farther,  being  actual!}'  in  rear  of 
his  intrenchments.  A  good  supporting  line  to 
my  division  at  this  moment  would  probably 
have  produced  decisive  results.  As  it  was,  the 
engagement  on  our  right  had  inflicted  on  the 
enemy  heavy  losses,  and  compelled  him  to 
weaken  other  parts  of  his  line  to  hold  his  vital 
point.  Adams's  brigade  re-formed  behind  Slo- 
comb's battery,  which  repulsed  the  enemy  by  a 
rapid  and  well-directed  fire,  rendering  on  this 
occasion  important  and  distinguished  services. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hill,  my  di- 
vision was  withdrawn  a  short  distance  to  recruit, 
while  the  troops  of  Major-General  Walker  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  My  new  line  was  about  six 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  position  on 
which  I  first  formed  in  the  morning,  with 
a  slight  change  of  direction,  which  brought 
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my  right  relatively  nearer  to  the  Chattanooga 
road. 

Soon  after  taking  this  position,  an  attack  was 
reported  on  our  right  flank.  It  proved  to  be 
Granger's  corps  coming  up  from  Rossville,  and 
threatening  our  right  with  a  part  of  his  force. 
At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Forrest,  I 
sent  him  a  section  of  Cobb's  battery,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Gracey,  who  assisted 
handsomely  in  repelling  the  enemy. 

At  the  request  of  the  brigade  commanders, 
the  artillery  of  the  division  had  been  ordered  to 
report  to  the  brigades  with  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  serve.  Cobb's  battery,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  could  not  participate  to 
its  accustomed  extent,  yet,  as  opportunity  afford- 
ed, it  displayed  its  accustomed  gallantry.  The 
excellent  battery  of  Captain  Mabane,  for  the 
same  reason,  was  able  to  take  little  part  in  the 
action. 

The  afternoon  was  waning  and  the  enemy  still 
obstinately  confronted  us  in  his  intrenchments. 
I  received  permission  from  Lieutenant-General 
Hill  to  make  another  charge.  A  line  of  troops 
on  my  right,  and  covering  a  part  of  my  front, 
advanced  at  the  same  time.  A  portion  of  these 
troops  obliqued  to  the  right,  and  my  line  passed 
through  the  rest,  who  seemed  to  be  out  of  am- 
munition, so  that  after  moving  a  few  hundred 
yards  the  enemy  alone  was  in  my  front.  The 
division  was  advanced  with  intrepidity,  un- 
der a  severe  fire,  and  dashed  over  the  left  of 
the  intrenchments.  In  passing  them,  I  saw  on 
my  left  the  right  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
whose  brave  division  stormed  the  centre.  Sev- 
eral hundred  of  the  enemy  ran  through  our  lines 
to  the  rear ;  the  rest  were  pursued  several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Of  these  some  were  killed  and  a  good  many  taken 
prisoners,  but  most  of  them  escaped  in  the  dark- 
ness. It  was  now  night ;  pursuit  was  stopped 
by  order  of  General  Hill,  and,  throwing  out 
pickets,  I  bivouacked  in  line,  near  the  road. 

The  prisoners  taken  by  my  command  during 
the  day,  of  whom  there  was  a  considerable  num- 
ber, were  allowed  to  go  to  the  rear,  since  details 
could  not  be  spared  for  them,  and  it  was  known 
they  would  be  gathered  up  there. 

The  division  captured  nine  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  am  aware  that  it  is  usually  the  whole  army, 
not  a  part  of  it,  that  takes  guns  from  the  enemy, 
and  that  often  the  troops  who  obtain  possession 
of  them  owe  their  good  fortune  quite  as  much 
to  fire  from  the  right  and  left  as  to  their  own 
efforts ;  yet  I  think  it  due  to  my  command  to 
say  that,  in  regard  to  at  least  six  of  these  guns, 
such  considerations  do  not  apply,  and  that  they 
were  taken  without  assistance  from  any  other 
troops. 

My  total  casualties,  as  shown  by  official  re- 
ports, amounted  to  twelve  hundred  and  forty, 
of  which  number  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
were  killed,  nine  hundred  and  nine  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  missing. 

To  Brigadier-General  Stovall,  to  Colonel  Lewis, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Helm's  bri- 
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gade,  and  to  Colonel  R.  L.  Gibson,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  Adams's  brigade,  the 
country  is  indebted  for  the  courage  and  skill 
with  which  they  discharged  their  arduous  du- 
ties. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  division,  with 
exceptions  so  rare  as  to  place  in  striking  con- 
trast to  them  the  general  good  conduct,  sustained 
their  former  reputation,  and  were  alike  worthy 
of  each  other. 

To  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff,  I  feel  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  prompt,  fearless,  and  cheerful 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 
Major  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutani>General ;  Col- 
onel Van  Zinken,  A.  A.  G-.,  who  had  two  horses 
shot  under  him ;  Captain  Martin,  A.  I.  G.,  who 
received  a  contusion  from  a  grape  shot ;  Lieu- 
tenant Breckinridge,  Aid-de-Camp,  whose  horse 
was  shot;  Captain  Semple,  Ordnance  Officer; 
Lieutenant  Bertus  (Twentieth  Louisiana),  A.  A. 
I.  G. ;  Dr.  Heustis,  Chief  Surgeon ;  Dr.  Kratz,  on 
duty  in  the  field ;  and  Messrs.  McGehee,  Cole- 
man,  Mitchell,  and  Clay,  volunteers  on  my  staff, 
performed  their  duties  in  a  manner  to  command 
my  confidence  and  regard. 

One  member  of  my  staff  I  cannot  thank.  Major 
R.  E.  Graves,  Chief  of  Artillery,  received  a  mortal 
wound  in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth. 
Although  a  very  young  man,  he  had  won  emi- 
nence in  arms,  and  he  gave  promise  of  the  high- 
est distinction.  A  truer  friend,  a  purer  patriot, 
a  better  soldier  never  lived. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-General  A.  C.  S. 
EEPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  P.  R.  CLEBURNE. 

HEADQUARTERS  CLEBUBNE'S  DIVISION,  Hnti's  CORPS,     ) 

MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  v 

October  18,  1863.     ) 

To  Lieutenant- Colonel  Archer  Anderson,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General  HilVs  Corps : 
COLONEL  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
operations  of  my  division  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  fought   on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  1863 : 

During  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  nine- 
teenth ultimo,  I  moved  my  division  in  a  westerly 
direction  across  the  Chickamauga  river,  at  Led- 
ford's  Ford,  and  having  received  orders  to  re- 
port to  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  commanding 
the  right  wing  of  the  army,  I  did  so,  and  was  di- 
rected by  him  to  form  a  second  line  in  rear  of 
the  right  of  the  line  already  in  position.  Accord- 
ingly, soon  after  sunset,  my  division  was  formed, 
partially  en  echelon,  about  three  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  the  right  line.  My  right  rested  in 
front  of  a  steam  saw-mill,  known  as  Jay's  Mill, 
situated  on  a  small  stream,  running  between  the 
Chickamauga  and  the  road  leading  from  Chat- 
tanooga to  Lafayette,  My  line  extended  from 
the  saw-mill  almost  due  south  for  nearly  a  mile, 
fronting  to  the  west.  Folk's  brigade,  with  Cal- 
vert's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Thomas 
J.  Key,  composed  my  right  wing ;  Wood's  bri- 


gade, with  Semple's  battery,  my  centre,  and 
Deshler's  brigade,  with  Douglass'  battery,  my 
left  wing.  I  now  received  orders  from  Lieuten- 
ant>General  Hill  to  advance,  passing  over  the 
line  which  had  been  repulsed,  and  drive  back 
the  enemy's  left  wing.  In  my  front  were  open 
woods,  with  the  exception  of  a  clearing  (fenced 
in),  in  front  of  my  centre,  the  ground  sloping 
upwards  as  we  advanced.  Ordering  the  brigades 
to  direct  themselves  by  Wood's  (the  centre) 
brigade,  and  preserve  brigade  distance,  I  moved 
forward,  passing  over  the  first  line,  and  was  in 
a  few  moments  heavily  engaged  along  my  right 
and  centre.  The  enemy,  posted  behind  hastily 
constructed  breastworks,  opened  a  heavy  fire  of 
both  small  arms  and  artillery.  For  half  an  hour 
the  firing  was  the  heaviest  I  had  ever  heard  ;  it 
was  dark,  however,  and  accurate  shooting  was 
impossible.  Each  party  was  aiming  at  the 
flashes  of  the  other's  guns,  and  few  of  the  shots 
from  either  side  took  effect.  Major  Hotchkiss, 
my  Chief  of  Artillery,  placed  Folk's  and  Wood's 
artillery  in  position  in  the  cleared  field  in  front 
of  my  centre.  Availing  themselves  of  the  noise 
and  the  darkness,  Captain  Semple  and  Lieutenant 
Key  ran  their  batteries  forward  within  sixty 
yards  of  the  enemy's  line  and  opened  a  rapid 
fire.  Polk  pressed  forward  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, on  the  right,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing, 
and  quickly  disappeared  from  my  front.  There 
was  some  confusion  at  the  time,  necessarily  in- 
separable, however,  from  a  night  attack.  This, 
and  the  difficulty  of  moving  my  artillery  through 
the  woods  in  the  dark,  rendered  a  further  ad- 
vance inexpedient  for  the  night.  I  consequently 
halted,  and,  after  readjusting  my  lines,  threw 
out  skirmishers  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance, 
and  bivouacked.  In  this  conflict,  the  enemy 
was  driven  back  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  He 
left  in  my  hands  two  or  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
several  caissons,  two  or  three  hundred  prisoners, 
and  the  colors  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Indiana 
and  those  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania. 

About  ten  o'clock  next  morning,  I  received 
orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  advance 
and  dress  on  the  line  of  General  Breckinridge, 
who  had  been  placed  on  my  right.  Accordingly, 
directing  each  brigade  to  dress  upon  the  right, 
and  preserve  its  distance,  I  moved  forward. 
Breckinridge  was  already  in  motion.  The  effort 
to  overtake  and  dress  upon  him  caused  hurry 
and  some  confusion  in  my  line,  which  was  neces- 
sarily a  long  one.  Before  the  effects  of  this 
could  be  rectified,  Folk's  brigade,  and  the  right 
of  Wood's  encountered  the  heaviest  artillery  fire 
I  have  ever  experienced.  I  was  now  within 
short  canister  range  of  a  line  of  log  breastworks, 
and  a  hurricane  of  shot  and  shell  swept  the 
woods  from  the  unseen  enemy  in  my  front.  This 
deadly  fire  was  direct,  and  came  from  that  part 
of  the  enemy's  breastworks  opposite  to  my  right 
and  right  centre.  The  rest  of  my  line,  stretching 
off  to  the  left,  received  an  oblique  fire  from  the 
line  of  breastworks  which,  at  a  point  opposite 
my  centre,  formed  a  retiring  angle,  running  ofl 
towards  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road  be- 
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hind.  The  accompanying  map,  showing  the 
shape  of  the  enemy's  line  of  works  opposite  my 
line,  will  explain  our  relative  positions.  Upon 
reference  to  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  opposite  to 
my  right  and  right  centre  the  enemy's  works 
ran  about  half  a  mile  north  and  south,  and 
nearly  parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette 
road,  which  was  about  three  hundred  yards  be- 
hind ;  that  at  a  point  opposite  my  centre  his 
works  formed,  as  before  stated,  a  retiring  angle, 
running  in  a  westerly  and  somewhat  oblique 
direction  to  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road  ; 
and  that  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  my  right,  his 
works  formed  another  retiring  angle,  running 
back  also  to  the  road.  My  right  and  right  cen- 
tre, consisting  of  Folk's  brigade  and  Lowry's 
regiment  of  Wood's  brigade,  were  checked 
within  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  yards  of 
the  advance  part  of  this  portion  of  the  enemy's 
works,  and  the  rest  of  the  line  were  halted  in 
compliance  with  the  order  previously  given,  to 
dress  upon  the  right.  Passing  towards  the  left 
at  this  time,  I  found  that  the  line  of  advance  of 
my  division,  which  was  the  left  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  army,  converged  with  the  line  of 
advance  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army ;  the  flanks 
of  the  two  wings  had  already  come  in  collision  ; 
part  of  Wood's  brigade  had  passed  over  Bate's 
brigade  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  the  right 
of  the  left  wing,  and  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
formed  my  left,  had  been  thrown  out  entirely, 
and  was  in  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army.  I 
ordered  Wood  to  move  forward  the  remainder  of 
his  brigade,  opening  at  the  same  time  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  enemy's  fire  with  Semple's 
battery.  That  part  of  Wood's  brigade  to 
the  left  of  Lowry's  regiment,  and  to  the  left 
of  the  southern  angle  of  the  breastworks  in 
its  advance  at  this  time,  entered  an  old  field, 
bordering  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
and  attempted  to  cross  it  in  the  face  of  a 
heavy  fire  from  works  in  its  front.  It  had  almost 
reached  the  road,  its  left  being  at  Foe's  house 
(known  as  the  burning  house),  when  it  was 
driven  back  by  a  heavy  oblique  fire  of  small 
arms  and  artillery,  which  was  opened  upon  both 
its  flanks  ;  the  fire  from  the  right  coming  from 
the  south  face  of  the  breastworks,  which  was 
hid  from  view  by  the  thick  growth  of  scrub  oaks 
bordering  the  field.  Five  hundred  men  were 
killed  and  wounded  by  this  fire  in  a  few  minutes. 
Upon  this  repulse,  Lowry's  regiment  having  also 
in  the  meantime  been  forced  to  retire,  I  ordered 
the  brigade  still  further  back  to  re-form.  Sem- 
ple's battery,  which  had  no  position,  I  also 
ordered  back.  I  now  moved  Deshler's  brigade 
by  the  right  flank,  with  the  intention  of  connect- 
ing it  with  Folk's  left,  so  filling  the  gap  left  in 
my  centre  by  the  withdrawal  of  Wood.  This 
connection,  however,  I  could  not  establish,  as 
Folk's  left  had,  in  its  turn,  been  also  driven  back. 
Finding  it  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life  for  Polk  to 
retain  his  position,  I  ordered  him  to  fall  back 
with  the  rest  of  his  line,  and  with  his  and 
Wood's  brigades  I  took  up  a  strong  defensive 
position,  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards  in 


rear  of  the  point  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
pulsed. Deshler's  brigade  had  moved  forward 
towards  the  right  of  the  enemy's  advanced 
works,  but  could  not  go  beyond  the  crest  of  a 
low  ridge  from  which  Lowry  had  been  repulsed. 
I  therefore  ordered  him  to  cover  himself  behind 
the  ridge,  and  hold  his  position  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. His  brigade  was  now  en  echelon  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  left  of  the 
rest  of  the  division,  which  here  rested  for  some 
hours.  In  effecting  this  last  disposition  of  his 
command,  General  Deshler  fell,  a  shell  passing 
fair  through  his  chest.  It  was  the  first  battle  in 
which  this  gentleman  had  the  honor  of  com- 
manding as  a  general  officer.  He  was  a  brave 
and  efficient  one.  He  brought  always  to  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  a  warm  zeal  and  a  high 
conscientiousness.  The  army  and  the  country 
will  long  remember  him. 

At  about  3.30  P.M.,  I  received  orders  from 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  to  move  forward  on  a 
line  with  my  left,  Deshler  connecting  my  right 
with  Jackson's  brigade,  and,  when  I  had  formed 
my  line,  to  remain  and  hold  the  position.  I  ac- 
cordingly advanced  with  my  centre  and  right 
wing,  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and 
forced  his  line  behind  the  works  from  which  he 
had  repulsed  us  in  the  morning.  The  left  wing 
of  the  army  had  been  driving  the  enemy  ;  the 
right  wing  now  attacked.  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  ordering  me  to  advance  my  heavy  batteries 
and  open  on  the  enemy,  Captain  Semple,  my 
acting  Chief  of  Artillery  (Major  Hotchkiss,  my 
Chief  of  Artillery,  being  disabled  by  a  wound 
received  the  day  before),  selected  positions  in 
front  of  the  line,  and  placed  his  own  and  Doug- 
lass's batteries  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy's  breastworks,  and  opened  a  rapid  and 
most  effective  fire,  silencing  immediately  a  bat- 
tery which  had  been  playing  upon  my  lines. 
About  the  same  time  Brigadier-General  Polk 
charged  and  soon  carried  the  north-western 
angle  of  the  enemy's  works,  taking,  in  succes- 
sion, three  lines  of  breastworks.  In  these  bril- 
liant operations  he  was  materially  aided  by 
Key's  battery,  and  towards  its  close  by  Doug- 
lass's battery,  which  had  again  been  moved  by 
my  orders  to  my  extreme  right,  where  it  was 
run  into  position  by  hand.  A  large  number  of 
prisoners  (regulars)  were  here  captured.  The 
enemy  abandoned  his  works  and  retired  precip- 
itately. Brigadier-General  Polk  pursued  to  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  where  he  cap- 
tured another  piece  of  artillery.  I  here  received 
directions  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  halt 
my  command  until  further  orders.  I  cannot  close 
this  report  without  an  acknowledgment  of  dis- 
tinguished services  rendered  by  various  officers 
and  men,  which  would  otherwise  pass  unno- 
ticed. I  have  already  incidentally  called  atten- 
tion to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Brigadier-General 
Polk,  but  it  is  due  to  him  and  to  the  country, 
which  wishes  to  appreciate  its  faithful  servants, 
to  say  that  to  the  intrepidity  and  stern  det.rr- 
mination  of  purpose  of  himself  and  men  1  ">;• 
principally  indebted  for  the  success  <5 f  fhe 
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charge  on  Sunday  evening,  which  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  breastworks  and  gave  us  the 
battle.  Colonel  Mills,  also,  is  entitled  to  be  re- 
membered. Leading  his  regiment  through  the 
battle  until  the  fah1  of  his  Brigadier  (the  lamented 
Deshler),  he  was  then  called  by  seniority  to  com- 
mand the  brigade,  which  he  did  with  gallantry 
and  intelligence. 

To  my  staff — Major  Calhoun  Benham,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  (who  received  a  contusion  in 
the  right  shoulder  from  a  grapeshot  or  fragment 
of  shell) ;  Captain  Irving  A.  Buck,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General (whose  horse  was  shot  under 
him) ;  Major  Joseph  K.  Dixon,  Assistant  Inspec- 
tor-General;  Captain  B.  F.  Phillips,  Assistant 
Inspector-General ;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Jetton, 
Aid-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- 
General  ;  Major  T.  R.  Hotchkiss,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery (who  received  a  wound  from  a  Minie  ball 
in  the  foot  on  Saturday,  which  deprived  me  of 
his  valuable  services  afterwards) ;  Captain  Henry 
C.  Semple  (who  replaced  Major  Hotchkiss  as 
Chief  of  Artillery,  when  disabled);  Captain  C.  F. 
Yandeford,  Chief  of  Ordnance ;  Lieutenant  L.  H. 
Mangum,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieutenant  S.  P. 
Hanly,  Aid-de-Oamp  (who  received  a  contusion 
from  a  grapeshot) — I  am  indebted  for  the  faith- 
ful and  indefatigable  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  vital  (though,  perhaps,  not  showy) 
duties  throughout  these  operations.  Major  T. 
R.  Hotchkiss,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sem- 
ple, with  his  battery,  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  J. 
Key,  commanding  Calvert's  battery,  rendered 
invaluable  service,  and  exhibited  the  highest 
gallantry  on  Saturday  night  in  running  their 
pieces  up,  as  they  did,  within  sixty  yards  of  the 
enemy.  In  this  they  were  ably  sustained  by 
Lieutenant  Richard  Goldthwaite,  of  Semple's 
battery.  Hera  Major  Hotchkiss  received  his 
wound  Captain  Semple  also  displayed  skill  and 
judgment  as  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery,  particu- 
larly in  the  selection  of  a  position  for  his  own 
and  Douglass's  batteries  on  Sunday  evening, 
which  gave  an  oblique  fire  upon  the  enemy  in 
his  works,  contributing  to  the  success  of  the 
final  charge  by  Folk's  brigade.  Captain  0.  S. 
Palmer,  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Wood's 
brigade,  was  conspicuous  for  his  coolness  and 
attention  to  duty  on  the  field,  and  has  my  thanks. 
I  am  much  indebted  also  to  Dr.  A.  Linthicum, 
Chief  Surgeon  of  my  division.  The  completeness  I 
of  his  arrangements,  his  careful  supervision  of 
subordinates,  both  on  the  field,  under  fire,  and 
elsewhere,  and  in  the  hospital,  secured  our  gallant 
wounded  prompt  attention,  and  ah1  the  alleviation 
of  pain  attainable  in  the  exigencies  of  battle. 
Surgeon  A.  R.  Erskine  (then  acting,  now  actual 
Medical  Inspector  of  my  division)  rendered 
most  efficient  service.  Assistant-Surgeon  Al- 
fred B.  DeLoach  particularly  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  unselfish  devotion  going  repeatedly 
far  forward  under  fire,  and  among  the  skirmish- 
ers, to  attend  the  wounded.  James  P.  Brady 
and  Melvin  Overstreet,  privates  in  the  Buckner 
Guards  (my  escort),  specially  detailed  to  attend 
me  through  the  battle,  went  with  me  wherever 


my  duty  called  me.  Brady  was  wounded  in 
the  hand.  Overstreet  had  his  horse  shot.  To 
Captain  C.  F.  Vandeford,  my  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
my  thanks  are  especially  due.  His  trains  were 
always  in  the  best  order,  and  in  the  most  acces- 
sible position,  and  to  his  care  in  this  respect  I 
am  indebted  for  a  prompt  supply  of  ammunition 
in  every  critical  emergency  which  arose.  I 
carried  into  action  on  Saturday,  the  nineteenth, 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  officers 
and  men,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five bayonets.  On  Sunday,  the  twentieth, 
I  carried  in  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-one officers  and  men,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  bayonets.  In  the  two 
days  my  casualties  were  two  hundred  and  four 
killed,  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wounded, 
six  missing — making  in  all  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Respectfully, 

P.  R.  CLEBURNE, 

Major-GeneraL 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  T.  C.  fflNDMAN. 

ATLANTA,  GEORGIA,  October  25, 1863. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  G.  M.  Sorrel,  A.  A.  General 

Longstreefs  Corps : 

COLONEL  :  Sickness  prevented  me  from  exer- 
cising command  on  Saturday,  September  nine- 
teenth, until  about  three  p.  M.  My  division  had 
then  crossed  the  Chickamauga  at  Hunt's  Ford, 
and  was  soon  after  ordered  to  the  support  of 
Major-General  Hood.  The  order  was  executed 
under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy, 
causing  some  loss.  My  position  was  on  Hood's 
left  and  Buckner's  right,  near  the  centre  of  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  facing  west,  parallel  with 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road,  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  distant.  The  brigades  of  Deas 
and  Manigault  constituted  my  first  line,  and  An- 
derson's my  reserve.  Nothing  important  hap- 
pened during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  After 
dark,  in  the  readjustment  of  my  line,  a  sharp 
skirmish  occurred  on  Manigault's  left,  the  ene- 
my retiring. 

About  eleven  A.  M.,  on  Sunday,  September 
twentieth,  under  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Longstreet,  commanding  the  left  wing,  my  com- 
mand moved  forward  simultaneously  with  the 
troops  on  my  right.  At  the  distance  of  three 
hundred  yards,  skirmishing  commenced  and  im- 
mediately my  whole  line  was  engaged.  Rushing 
on  at  a  double-quick,  through  a  storm  of  bullets, 
shot  and  shell,  Deas'  brave  Alabamians  and 
Manigault's  Alabamians  and  South  Carolinians, 
equally  brave,  drove  the  enemy  from  his  breast- 
works, then  pushed  his  beyond  the  Lafayette 
road,  and  charged  his  second  line  of  breast- 
works three  hundred  yards  further  on.  The 
troops  on  Manigault's  left  not  advancing  with 
him,  he  was  enfiladed  on  that  flank  by  infantry 
and  artillery,  checked,  and  at  length  forced  to 
retire.  One  gun  of  his  battery,  temporarily  dis- 
abled, was  left  exposed  to  capture,  when  Colo- 
nel J.  C.  Reid's  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  gallantly 
faced  about  and  brought  it  off  in  safety . 
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Deas  swept  like  a  whirlwind  over  the  breast-  j 
works.  Anderson's  fearless  Mississippians  car- 
rying the  breastworks  in  their  front,  moved  up 
rapidly  on  his  left,  to  Manigault's  place.  With- 
out halting,  theee  two  brigades  then  drove  the 
enemy  across  tlie  Crawfish  Spring  road  and  up 
the  broken  spurs  of  Missionary  Ridge,  to  its 
first  elevation,  one  hundred  yards  west.  Hiding 
behind  this,  the  enemy  opened  a  tremendous 
fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  upon  our  line  as  it 
advanced,  and  at  the  same  time  enfiladed  it  from 
an  eminence  in  a  field  on  the  right.  But,  with- 
out faultering,  he  was  charged,  driven  from  his 
strong  position,  and  pursued  upwards  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  when  he  ceased  resisting  and 
disappeared,  going  north,  completely  routed.  A 
body  of  Federal  cavalry,  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  infantry,  made  a  demonstration  against  my 
right,  but  retired  hastily  when  about  to  be  at- 
tacked. 

Meantime  Manigault  sent  back  for  and  re- 
ceived the  support  of  Trigg's  brigade,  of  Buck- 
ner's  corps,  and,  with  it,  compelled  the  rapid 
retreat  of  the  force  in  his  front. 

The  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  of  General 
Law's  command,  which  had  lost  its  direction, 
fired  on  Deas'  right,  but  upon  discovering  the 
mistake,  moved  up  and  fought  gallantly  with 
him. 

I  now  sent  staff  officers  to  the  right  and  left, 
and  ascertained  that  my  advance  was  nearly  a 
mile  further  west  than  any  other  troops  of  the 
left  wing,  none  of  which  had  yet  reached  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road.  To  my  right  and  rear 
there  was  hot  firing.  I  determined  to  move 
there,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders  directing 
the  command  to  march  north-east  to  the  Lafay- 
ette road,  till  the  position  of  our  troops  then 
engaged  should  be  ascertained.  This  was  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  collision  with  friendly 
forces,  and  to  gain  time  for  re-forming  portions 
of  my  command  disordered  by  their  rapid  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy. 

In  the  splendid  advance  which  I  have  attempt- 
ed to  describe,  through  woods  and  fields,  and 
over  a  part  of  Missionary  Ridge,  against  the 
troops  of  Sheridan's  and  J.  C.  Davis's  divisions, 
seventeen  pieces  of  Federal  artillery  were  cap- 
tured by  my  division,  fourteen  of  which  were 
taken  into  possession  and  conveyed  to  the  rear 
by  Captain  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery, 
and  three  pieces  by  Major  Riby,  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance. Since  the  battle,  I  have  been  informed 
that  a  staff  officer  from  army  headquarters  found 
ten  pieces  abandoned  in  a  gorge  in  front  of  my 
position,  west  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road.  The 
number  of  prisoners  exceeded  eleven  hundred, 
including  three  Colonels.  The  ground  was  strewn 
with  small  arms,  of  which  fourteen  hundred 
were  collected.  Five  or  six  standards,  five 
ins  and  one  battery  wagon,  one  ambu- 
lance, about  forty  horses  and  mules,  and  nine 
ordnance  wagons,  with  one  hundred  and  six-five 
thousand  rounds  of  ammunition,  were  also  se- 
cured. The  numerous  wounded  and  dead  of  the 
enemy  fell  into  our  hands.  Among  the  latter 


was  Brigadier-General  Lytle,  of  the  Federal 
army,  killed  by  Deas'  brigade. 

While  moving  to  the  right  and  rear,  I  was 
met  by  a  staff  officer  of  Brigadier-General  Bush- 
rod  Johnson,  and  afterwards  by  that  officer  him- 
self, stating  that  he  was  hard  pressed  and  must 
have  support  forthwith  or  he  would  be  compelled 
to  fall  back.  I  immediately  placed  Anderson's 
brigade  under  his  orders. 

Deas,  who  was  out  of  ammunition,  obtained  a 
partial  supply  from  Johnson's  wagons,  and  then 
marched  west  across  the  Crawfish  Spring  road 
aiTd  formed  line  of  battle,  facing  west,  at  the 
top  of  the  first  ridge  beyond.  His  skirmishers 
became  engaged  immediately  with  those  of  a 
force  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  next  ridge. 
Manigault,  now  coming  up,  was  directed  to  form 
on  Deas'  right.  I  believed  the  force  in  my  front 
to  be  the  same  that  I  had  previously  routed, 
making  its  way  towards  Chattanooga,  and  de- 
signed cutting  it  off  and  capturing  it.  But  at 
this  juncture,  before  Manigault's  line  had  been 
established,  brisk  firing  had  commenced  to  my 
right  and  rear,  east  of  the  Crawfish  Spring  road, 
and  I  received  from  General  Johnson  urgent  re- 
quests for  further  support.  Deas  and  Manigault 
at  once  moved  in  that  direction  and  formed  on 
his  left.  Previous  to  their  arrival  the  firing  had 
ceased. 

General  Johnson's  line  faced  nearly  north, 
about  perpendicular  to  the  Lafayette  road  and 
to  our  original  line  of  battle.  It  was  the  side  of 
an  extremely  rough  and  steep  projection  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  near  Dyer's  farm,  and  was  ex- 
tended easterwardly  by  the  lines  of  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  The  height  teminated  in  an  open 
field,  near  Kershaw's  right.  It  was  elsewhere 
densely  wooded.  The  enemy  held  the  summit 
in  strong  force,  his  artillery  planted  on  sundry 
sudden  elevations  rising  up  like  redoubts ;  his 
infantry  between  these,  behind  the  crest,  and 
further  sheltered  by  breastworks  of  trees  and 
rocks. 

At  three  P.  M.,  a  force  of  the  enemy,  probably 
that  which  I  had  recently  confronted  west  of  the 
Crawfish  Spring  road,  appeared  on  my  left, 
capturing  several  men  of  my  infirmary  corps 
and  others  who  had  fallen  out  from  fatigue  or 
wounds.  I  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  in 
rear,  and  sent  to  General  Longstreet  and  General 
Buckner  for  reinforcements.  At  the  same  time, 
being  the  officer  of  highest  rank  present,  and 
deeming  concert  of  action  necessary,  I  as- 
sumed command  of  General  Johnson's  troops, 
and  ordered  an  immediate  and  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  enemy  in  our  front — Deas  and  Mani- 
gault, with  Johnson's  command,  all  under  direc- 
tion of  that  officer,  to  wheel  to  the  right  until 
faced  east,  and  then  to  advance,  taking  the  enemy 
in  flank ;  Anderson  to  move  forward  when  the 
firing  should  begin.  General  Kershaw  agreed 
to  conform  to  the  movements  of  the  latter.  I 
hoped  to  insure  the  capture  or  destruction  of 
the  enemy  by  driving  him  in  confusion  upon  the 
right  wing  of  our  army. 

The  movement  began  at  half-past  three.     Skir- 
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mishing  extended  along  the  whole  line  as  Deas,  at 
the  extreme  left,  commencing  swinging.  In  a 
few  minutes  a  terrific  contest  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued at  close  quarters,  without  any  intermis- 
sion, over  four  hours.  Our  troops  attacked  again 
and  again,  with  a  courage  worthy  of  their  past 
achievements.  The  enemy  fought  with  deter- 
mined obstinacy,  and  repeatedly  repulsed  us, 
but  only  to  be  again  assailed.  As  showing  the 
fierceness  of  the  fight,  the  fact  is  mentioned 
that,  on  our  extreme  left,  the  bayonet  was  used, 
and  the  men  also  killed  and  wounded  with 
clubbed  muskets.  A  little  after  four  the  enemy 
was  reinforced  and  advanced,  with  loud  shouts, 
upon  our  right,  but  was  repulsed  by  Anderson 
and  Kershaw.  At  this  time  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  G-arrity's  battery,  of  Anderson's  brigade, 
which  had  been  doing  effective  service.  It  was 
subsequently  held  in  reserve.  Dent's  battery, 
of  Deas'  brigade,  was  engaged  throughout  the 
struggle.  Notwithstanding  the  repulses  of  our 
infantry,  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery 
stood  to  their  guns  undaunted,  and  continued 
firing,  inflicting  severe  loss  on  the  enemy,  and 
contributing  largely  to  the  success  of  my  opera- 
tions. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  four  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Preston,  of  Buckner's  corps,  in  answer  to 
my  application  for  help,  brought  me  the  timely 
and  valuable  reinforcements  of  Kelly's  brigade, 
and,  within  an  hour  afterwards,  the  remaining 
brigades  of  his  division,  Gracie's  and  Trigg's. 
These  brave  troops,  as  they  arrived,  were  con- 
ducted by  officers  of  my  staff,  to  the  right  of 
my  line,  and  promptly  advanced,  in  conjunction 
with  the  rest,  upon  the  enemy.  From  this  time 
we  gained  ground,  but,  though  commanding 
nine  brigades,  with  Kershaw's  co-operating,  and 
all  in  action,  I  found  the  gain  both  slow  and 
costly.  I  have  never  known  Federal  troops  to 
fight  so  well.  It  is  just  to  say,  also,  that  I  never 
saw  Confederate  soldiers  fight  better. 

Between  half-past  seven  and  eight  p.  M.,  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  position,  surrender- 
ing to  the  gallant  Preston  six  or  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  with  five  standards  arid  many  valuable 
arms.  One  piece  of  artillery,  two  or  three 
wagons,  and  about  fifty  prisoners,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Deas'  brigade.  This  was  the  victori- 
ous ending  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

At  eleven  P.M.,  suffering  much  pain  from  an 
injury  received  about  mid-day,  I  relinquished  to 
Brigadier-General  Anderson  the  command  of  my 
division. 

The  usual  commendatory  expressions  would 
almost  seem  to  cheapen  the  services  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  my  immediate  command  during 
the  day,  and  those  who  fought  with  us  in  the 
afternoon.     The  relation  of  what  they  performed 
ought   to   immortalize   them.      For   signal  gal- 
lantry and  efficiency  the  army  and  country  are 
indebted    to    Brigadier-Generals    Preston    and  I 
John  son,  and  their  several  brigade  commanders  ;  j 
also  to  Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  and  the  three  1 
brigade  commanders  of  my  division,  Anderson, 
Deas  and  Manigault.     Without  the  decided  suc- 


cess which  they  won  on  Dyer's  Hill,  Chickamau. 
ga  would  not  have  been  a  victory,  unless  after 
another  day  of  fighting  and  slaughter. 

On  the  same  roll  of  honor  should  be  inscribed 
the  names  of  the  chivalrous  staff  officers,  the 
devoted  officers  of  the  regiments  and  companies, 
and  the  heroic  rank  and  file.  The  reports  of  my 
subordinates  mention  many  of  each  grade  who 
distinguished  themselves.  Not  a  few  of  them 
fell  gloriously,  and  now  rest  on  the  field  ;  others 
bear  honorable  wounds,  and  others  fortunately 
remain  unhurt.  I  respectfully  ask  attention  to 
the  records  of  their  conspicuous  bravery,  and 
that  the  appropriate  rewards  of  valor  be  con- 
ferred on  them. 

The  following  staff  officers  were  with  me  on 
the  field  : 

Colonel  C.  W.  Adams,  Assistant  Adjutant  and 
Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral. 

Captain  Walker  Anderson,  Acting  Assistant 
A  djutant>General. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Williams,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Captain  D.  D.  Waters,  Acting  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery. 

Captain  J.  F.  Walton,  Provost  Marshal. 

Captain  Lenoir,  and  Lieutenants  Gordon  and 
Lee,  of  my  cavalry  escort,  also  acted  on  my  staff 
during  the  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  all  these  officers  was  in  the 
highest  degree  soldierly,  and  their  services  most 
valuable.  They  have  my  thanks,  and  deserve 
the  confidence  of  their  superiors.  Colonel  Adams 
especially,  by  his  greater  experience,  his  cool 
courage,  and  his  admirable  promptness  and  pre- 
cision, has  placed  me  under  lasting  obligations, 
and  amply  shown  his  fitness  for  higher  rank, 
which  I  earnestly  hope  will  be  given  him. 

Major  E.  B.  D.  Riley,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  was 
very  efficient  in  his  department,  having  his 
trains  almost  constantly  at  hand,  and  supplying 
every  call  for  ammunition  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

Major  J.  C.  Palmer,  C.  S.,  performed  his  duties 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  providing  the 
command  with  cooked  rations  during  the  battle, 
and  the  movements  preliminary  to  it,  with  al- 
most as  much  regularity  as  if  prepared  by  the 
men  themselves  in  camp.  In  this  he  was  effici- 
ently aided  by  Captain  S.  M.  Lanirr,  Assistant- 
Quartermaster,  an  officer  always  ready  and  will- 
ing, and  whose  qualifications  and  services  fairly 
entitle  him  to  promotion. 

Chief  Surgeon  C.  Terry  was  prompt  and  effi- 
cient to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  means  at  his 
disposal. 

Lieutenant  L.  P.  Dodge,  Aid-de-Camp,  was  dis- 
abled by  being  thrown  from  his  horse  before 
the  battle  commenced,  and  was  not  afterwards 
with  me. 

The  strength  of  my  division,  on  going  into 
action,  was  five  hundred  and  one  officers,  and 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  en- 
listed men. 

My  loss  in  officers  was  sixteen  killed,  eighty- 


DOCUMENTS. 


391 


one  wounded,  and  one  missing  ;  in  enlisted  men, 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  killed,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  wounded,  and 
ninety-seven  missing.  Whole  loss,  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  killed,  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  wounded,  and  ninety-eight  miss- 
ing- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  HlNDMAN, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OP  MAJOR-GENERAL  WALKER,  COMMANDING 
RESERVE  CORPS. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  \ 

NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  TEN*.,  October  18,  1863.  / 

Lieutenant-Colonel  George  Wm.  Brent,  Assistant 

Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL:  The  reports  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  brigades  and  divisions  having 
been  received,  I  hasten  to  forward  them  to 
headquarters,  together  with  my  report  as  com- 
mander of  the  reserve  corps  : 

On  the  18th  of  October,  I  was  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  to  cross  the  Chickamauga 
at  Alexander's  Bridge,  if  practicable — if  not,  to 
cross  at  Byron's  Ford,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
below.  Before  reaching  the  bridge,  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  would  have  to  fight  for  it,  as  it 
was  held  by  the  enemy.  General  Liddell,  com- 
manding division,  was  ordered  to  advance  with 
Walthall's  and  Govan's  brigades  (Colonel  Govan 
commanded  General  Liddell  s  brigade).  General 
Walthall  advanced  upon  the  bridge,  and  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  short  and 
sharp  encounter,  took  the  bridge,  which  was 
torn  up  by  the  enemy,  making  it  necessary  for 
the  command  to  cross  at  Byron's  Ford.  Colonel 
Govan's  skirmishers  were  also  engaged.  Ector's 
and  Wilson's  brigades  were  held  in  reserve,  and 
not  engaged.  Byron's  Ford  was  crossed  at  night 
by  the  troops,  but  the  ordnance  wagons,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rocky  and  uneven  nature  of  the 
ford,  were  not  crossed  until  morning.  Colonel 
Wilson's  brigade  was  left  to  guard  the  wagons, 
and  the  rest  of  the  command  bivouacked  about 
a  mile  from  the  ford.  I  received  an  order  that 
night  to  report  to  General  Hood's  command. 

Early  in  the  morning,  General  Forrest  asked 
for  a  brigade  of  infantry,  and  the  commanding 
General  (General  Bragg)  directed  me  to  order  a 
brigade  to  report  to  him.  Shortly  afterwards, 
hearing  firing,  I  remarked  to  the  commanding 
General  (General  Bragg)  that  I  thought  Wilson's 
brigade  was  engaged,  and  that  I  would  hasten 
to  it.  He  directed  me  to  attack  with  all  the 
force  I  had.  [General  Liddell  labors  under  a 
misapprehension  in  the  first  part  of  his  report, 
when  he  speaks  of  my  sending  for  orders  and 
making  a  reconnoissance.  I  had  been  on  the 
field  before  I  saw  General  Liddell,  and  had  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  commanding  General  (as 
I  state  in  my  report)  before  I  went  on  the  field, 
and  was  satisfied  of  the  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  sent  for  reinforcements  before  I  met  him. 
When  I  did  meet  him  we  had  some  conversa- 


tion about  the  forces,  etc.,  which  I  do  not  re- 
member. He  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  time.] 
On  reaching  the  ground  I  found  that  Wilson's 
and  Ector's  brigade  (having  also  been  taken  by 
Forrest,  without  any  authority  from  me)  were 
heavily  pressed,  and,  from  the  greatly  superior 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  were  compelled  to  fall 
back.  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Wilson's  report 
for  the  part  his  brigade  took  in  the  action. 
General  Ector  is  absent,  his  brigade  having 
been  ordered  to  Mississippi ;  and  I  have  no 
report  from  him,  but  his  brigade  acted  with 
the  greatest  gallantry.  I  ordered  Liddell's  divi- 
sion up  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  ground,  and 
they  came  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  arid  moved  up  in  gallant  style  and 
attacked  the  enemy.  I  refer  you  to  General 
Liddell's  report,  and  to  General  Walthall's  and 
Colonel  Govan's  for  particulars.  This  division, 
too,  after  a  desperate  and  gallant  struggle  had 
to  fall  back.  Discovering,  on  my  arrival  on  the 
ground,  that  my  command  had  encountered  a 
heavy  force,  I  sent  immediately  back  to  the 
commanding  General  for  reinforcements.  About 
one  o'clock  General  Cheatham  came  up,  and  was 
informed  by  me  where  his  division  was  needed. 
I  refer  you  to  his  own  report  for  his  part  in 
the  action.  About  five  p.  M.  (I  had  no  watch, 
but  this  was  about  the  time),  General  Polk  came 
up  and  took  command,  and  my  command  acted 
under  his  orders.  I  am  satisfied  that  there  were 
more  than  Thomas'  corps  engaged ;  and  all 
northern  accounts  state  that  parts  of  Critten- 
den's  and  McCook's  were  engaged.  The  unequal 
contest  of  four  brigades  against  such  over- 
whelming odds  is  unparalleled  in  this  revolu- 
tion, and  the  troops  deserve  immortal  honor  for 
the  part  borne  in  the  action.  Only  soldiers  fight- 
ing for  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen  could  attack, 
be  driven,  rally  and  attack  again  such  superior 
forces.  Two  lines  of  battle  of  the  enemy  were 
broken  in  the  first  attack  by  Wiison  ;  and  when 
he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  front  of 
the  breastworks  which  the  enemy  had  fallen 
behind,  the  fight  was  taken  up  by  Liddell's 
division,  and  the  enemy's  line  broken  again, 
when  he  again  took  refuge  behind  his  breast- 
works, and  Liddell  was  compelled  to  fall  back. 
The  troops  were  rapidly  formed  again,  and  the 
unequal  contest  was  carried  on  from  between 
nine  and  ten  A.  M.,  by  my  command  until  about 
half-past  one  P.  M.,  when,  as  I  have  said,  Cheat- 
ham's  division  came  up.  In  the  afternoon  at  about 
five  o'clock,  my  command  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Polk  to  support  Cleburne.  General  P. 
will  doubtless  report  what  then  happened. 

I  was  directed,  Saturday  night,  by  General 
Polk  (to  whom  I  was  then  ordered  to  report)  to 
hold  my  reserve  corps  in  readiness  to  support 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  would  take 
place  at  daylight,  and  to  support  Cheatham's 
division.  I  was  on  the  ground  at  daylight 
ready  for  the  attack.  The  attack  was  not  made 
at  that  time,  and  between  about  nine  and  ten  I 
was  ordered,  instead  of  supporting  Cheatham,. 
to  support  Hill's  corps,  a  part  of  the  right  wing 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


(commanded  by  Polk),  to  form  my  reserve  so  as 
to  echelon  Breckinridge,  who  was  on  the  right 
of  Hill's  corps.  Before  I  got  into  my  position, 
and  whilst  marching  by  the  flank  to  gain  the 
ground  to  the  right,  I  was  sent  for  by  General 
Hill  to  his  support.  General  Polk  was  with  my 
command  when  I  received  the  order.  I  marched 
rapidly  forward  in  line  of  battle,  part  of  the 
time  at  double-quick,  and  reported  to  General 
Hill.  General  Polk  was  with  me.  General 
Hill  informed  me,  on  my  arrival,  that  he  wanted 
a.brigade.  I  told  him  there  was  one  immediately 
behind  him.  He  remarked  he  wanted  Gist's 
brigade.  I  informed  him  that  it  was  to  the  left 
and  had  just  come  up  (General  Gist  had  a  few 
moments  before,  been  put  in  command,  by  me, 
of  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  Wilson's  bri- 
gades, and  Colonel  Colquitt  had  command  of 
Gist's  brigade).  He  ordered  General  Gist's 
brigade  immediately  iuto  the  fight  in  the  rear  of 
Breckinridge,  a  part  of  whose  division  had 
fallen  back,  and  the  whole  of  which  was  hard 
pressed.  I  refer  you  to  General  Gist's  report 
for  the  performance  of  his  command. 

General  Walthall  was  detached  to  the  left 
to  the  support  of  Brigadier-General  Polk,  by 
Hill  or  Polk.  My  command  being  thus  dis- 
posed of,  brigades  being  sent  in  to  take  the 
places  of  divisions,  my  only  occupation  was 
to  help  from  the  detached  portions  of  my  com- 
mand as  they  came  out  from  a  position.  I  felt 
certain  they  would  have  to  leave  when  they 
were  sent  in.  My  division  commanders  re- 
ceived their  orders  direct  from  General  Hill,  and 
I  refer  you  to  their  reports. 

Breckinridge's  division  having  fallen  back, 
and  General  Hill  having  reported  Cleburne's  di- 
vision, on  Breckinridge's  left,  routed,  my  re- 
serve corps  having  fallen  back  in  detachments, 
in  which  they  were  sent  in,  and  a  column  hav- 
ing been  observed  marching  down  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  on  our  right,  I  was  compelled  to 
insist  on  having  something  to  do  with  my  own 
command.  With  our  right  flank  exposed  to 
their  advancing  column,  the  reported  gap  that 
the  withdrawal  .of  Cleburne  had  made  on  the 
left,  I  was  in  favor  of  forming  the  command  in 
a  strong  position  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  us,  until  we  ascer- 
tained positively  the  condition  of  our  flanks,  and 
then  make  the  best  disposition  of  the  combined 
force  and  strike  the  enemy  to  the  best  advantage. 
General  Hill,  differing  with  me,  ordered  his  line 
of  battle,  one  at  right  angles  to  the  other.  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge  being  at  right  angles  to  mine, 
he  facing  southward  to  oppose  the  force  then 
coming  from  Chattanooga,  and  I  facing  west- 
ward toward  the  enemy  we  had  been  fighting. 
We  were  in  this  position  when  one  of  General 
Folk's  Aids  rode  up  and  told  General  Hill  that 
General  Polk  had  directed  him  to  order  General 
Hill  peremptorily  to  advance  immediately  on 
the  enemy.  General  Gist  was  then  ordered  by 
me  to  move  his  division  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy,  and  General  Liddell's  division  was  or- 
dered on  his  right.  Generals  Breckinridge  and 


Cheatham  were  in  rear  and  on  General  Gist's 
left.  The  command  marched  forward.  I  refer 
you  to  General  Gist's  and  General  Lidd ell's  re- 
ports for  the  result. 

My  command  bivouacked  on  the  battle-field, 
and  the  enemy  retreated  in  the  direction  of 
Chattanooga. 

I  owe  to  myself  and  to  the  gallant  command  un- 
der me,  to  state  that  when  I  reported  to  General 
Hill,  had  he  permitted  me  to  fight  my  reserve 
corps  according  to  my  own  judgment,  and  had 
not  disintegrated  it,  as  he  did,  by  sending  it  in 
detachments,  I  would  have  formed  my  five  batter- 
ies on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  toward  the 
Chattanooga  road,  and  opened  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  flank,  and  would  have  either  pushed 
them  forward,  supported  by  infantry,  or  have 
marched  past  them  with  my  combined  force, 
and  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  left  would 
have  been  carried  much  easier  than  it  was,  and 
many  a  gallant  man  have  been  saved,  and  the 
enemy's  retreat  intercepted. 

I  refer  the  commanding  General  to  the  reports 
of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  for  the 
conduct  of  their  officers  on  the  field. 

In  the  three  days'  fighting  I  had  the  honor  to 
command  the  gallant  reserve  corps,  I  witnessed 
nothing  but  a  heroism  that  was  worthy  of  men 
battling  for  their  freedom.  To  the  division  and 
brigade  commanders,  General  Gist,  commanding 
division  composed  of  General  Gist's,  General 
Ector's,  and  Colonel  Wilson's  brigades,  and  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  commanding  division  composed  of 
General  Walthall 's  and  Colonel  Go  van's  brigades, 
I  have  only  to  say  that  the  Brigadier-Generals 
fought  with  a  gallantry  that  entitle  them  to  di- 
vision commands,  and  the  Colonels  commanding 
brigades,  with  an  obstinacy  and  courage  that 
entitle  them  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Generals. 
The  conduct  of  Colonels,  commanders  of  batter- 
ies, line  officers,  and  privates,  is  recorded  by 
their  respective  commanders. 

I  may  be  permitted  in  my  own  division,  which 
was  commanded  on  Sunday  by  General  Gist,  to 
state  that  Colonel .  Wilson,  who  commanded  a  bri- 
gade on  both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  acted  with 
great  distinction,  and  who  is  the  oldest  Colonel 
from  Georgia,  is  entitled,  from  long  service  with 
the  brigade  and  from  gallant  conduct,  to  the 
command  of  the  Georgia  brigade  he  now  com- 
mands in  the  capacity  of  Brigadier-General; 
and  that  the  gallant  Stevens,  of  Gist's  brigade, 
(who  was  severely  wounded),  from  what  I  know 
of  his  capacity  as  an  officer,  from  his  gallantry 
on  the  field,  and  from  his  devotion  to  the  cause, 
would  grace  any  position  that  might  be  con- 
ferred. 

To  my  staff,  Captain  J.  B.  Gumming,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General ;  Captain  S.  H.  Crump,  Assist- 
ant Inspector-General ;  Lieutenants  Lamar  and 
Kenan,  Aids-de-Camp ;  Lieutenant  Magruder, 
Ordnance  Officer,  who  was  on  the  field  with  me, 
and  Captain  M.  H.  Talbot,  volunteer  Aid,  I  am 
indebted  for  distinguished  and  gallant  service 
on  the  field,  and  to  Captain  Troup,  Assistant 
AdjutamVGeneral,  who  was  dangerously  wound- 
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ed  whilst  carrying  an  order  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight.  From  the  character  of  the  fighting, 
on  both  Saturday  and  Sunday,  they  were  greatly 
exposed,  and  bore  themselves  as  became  gen- 
tlemen and  soldiers  fighting  for  all  that  is  dear. 

For  the  gallant  dead  we  can  but  mourn.  The 
noble,  brave,  and  chivalrous  Colquitt,  who  fell 
in  command  of  Gist's  brigade,  was  a  soldier 
and  a  gentleman,  a  Christian  and  a  friend.  I 
hope  I  will  be  excused  for  paying,  in  my  report, 
a  tribute  to  his  worth. 

A  map  of  the  field  and  a  list  of  casualties  will 
accompany  this  report. 

Gregg's  brigade,  which  now  forms  a  part  of 
Walker's  division,  reported  during  the  battle  to 
Major-General  Hood,  whose  official  report  will, 
doubtless,  give  an  account  of  its  operations.  I 
am  proud  to  hear  it  behaved  with  great  gal- 
lantry. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  H.  T.  WALKER, 

Major-General,  commanding  Division. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOSEPH  WHEELER. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  COEPS,  1 
October  30,  1863.         j 

Colonel  George  W.  Brent,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Army  of  Tennessee : 
COLONEL  :  Having  been  called  upon  to  report 
the  operations  of  my  command  during  and  inci- 
dent upon  the  battle  of  Chickarnauga,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  facts, 
in  order  simply  to  designate  the  position  of  the 
command.  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  officers  and 
men,  make  a  full  official  report,  until  the  reports 
of  subordinate  commanders  have  been  received. 
I  trust,  however,  this  statement  will  answer  until 
a  full  report  can  .be  prepared : 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  August,  my  com- 
mand, consisting  of  Wharton's  and  Martin's 
divisions,  and  Roddy's  brigade,  were  stationed 
as  follows  :  Estis's  regiment,  of  Wharton's  divis- 
ion, picketing  Tennessee  River  from  Bridge- 
port to  Guntersville  ;  Wade's  regiment,  Martin's 
division,  from  Guntersville  to  Decatur,  and  de- 
tachments from  Roddy's  brigade  from  Decatur 
to  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek.  The  main  body  of 
Wharton's  division  was  stationed  near  Rome, 
Ga.;  of  Martin's  division,  near  Alexandria,  Ala- 
bama, and  of  Roddy's  brigade,  near  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama.  Two  regiments  of  the  corps  were  on 
detached  duty  with  General  Pillow. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  General  Martin's  com- 
mand, numbering  about  twelve  hundred  men, 
was  ordered  to  Trenton,  and  General  Wharton's 
to  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga. 

On  the  twenty -ninth,  the  enemy  crossed  the 
Tennessee  River  in  force,  driving  back  the 
pickets  of  Colonel  Estis's  regiment.  About  five 
hundred  men  of  General  Martin's  division,  under 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Maiden,  moved  up  Wills' 
Valley,  and  were  placed  on  picket  duty  below 
Chattanooga. 

It  now  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were 
moving  two  divisions  of  cavalry  and  McCook's 


corps  of  infantry  over  Sand  Mountain  and  into 
Wills'  Valley  by  the  Caperton  road.  I  was 
ordered  to  take  post  in  Broom  town  Valley,  for 
the  purpose  of  picketing  the  passes  of  Lookout 
Mountain.  General  Martin,  with  about  twelve 
hundred  men,  guarded  the  passes  from  the 
Tennessee  River  to  Niel's  Gap,  and  General 
Wharton  from  Neil's  Gap  to  Gadsdeu.  These 
commands  kept  the  enemy  continually  observed, 
and  full  reports  concerning  him  were  several 
times  each  day  sent  to  army  headquarters.  Sev- 
eral columns  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  pushed 
ovej  the  mountain,  all  of  which  were  success- 
fully driven  back. 

On  the  twelfth  of  September,  McCook's  corps 
of  infantry  and  Stanley's  corps  of  cavalry  moved 
over  the  mountain  at  Alpine,  and,  after  a  severe 
fight,  our  cavalry  (under  Colonel  Avery,  a  most 
gallant  and  discreet  officer)  was  compelled  to 
fall  back. 

Skirmishing  continued  nearly  every  day  until 
the  seventeenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move 
into  McLemore's  Cove,  by  Dug  and  Catlett's 
Gaps,  and  attack  the  enemy,  in  order  to  make  a 
demonstration  in  that  direction.  We  fought  for 
some  hours,  driving  the  enemy  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  finally  developed  a  force  too  large  to 
be  dislodged. 

On  the  following  day  we  moved  to  Owen's 
Ford,  on  Chickarnauga  River,  leaving  heavy 
pickets  at  ah1  the  gaps  of  the  mountain  as  far  as 
Gadsden. 

About  two  P.  M.,  I  learned  the  enemy's  cavalry 
were  moving  up  McLemore's  Cove.  I  moved 
across  the  river  and  warmly  assailed  their  flank, 
dividing  the  column  and  driving  the  enemy  in 
confusion  in  both  directions. 

During  the  night  I  received  orders  to  guard 
well  all  the  passes  of  the  mountain  and  all  the 
fords  of  the  river  down  to  General  Longstreet's 
left  flank,  and  to  attack  the  enemy  at  every  op- 
portunity which  presented  itself.  This  order 
was  complied  with,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
force  was  concentrated  at  Glass's  Mill.  A  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy,  with  artillery,  were 
deployed  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  warm  skir- 
mishing commenced.  As  soon  as  arrangements 
could  be  made,  I  dismounted  all  my  available 
force,  crossed,  and  warmly  assailed  the  enemy, 
hoping  that  we  might  draw  troops  from  the 
centre,  and  thus  create  a  diversion.  After  a 
short  fight  the  enemy  wavered.  We  charged 
him,  and  drove  a  largely  superior  force  fully  two 
miles  to  Crawfish  Spring,  killing  and  wounding 
large  numbers,  and  taking  thirty-five  officers 
and  men  prisoners,  besides  the  wounded.  We 
were  successful  in  creating  the  diversion,  as  the 
enemy  thought  our  advance  a  heavy  flank  move- 
ment, and  reinforced  this  point  heavily.  The 
enemy,  in  his  accounts  of  the  battle,  state  that 
General  Longstreet  flanked  him  at  this  point  at 
the  hour  we  made  the  attack.  At  this  time  I 
received  orders  to  move  my  available  force  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mills,  and  attack  the  enemy. 
We  arrived  at  that  place  about  three  o'clock 
p.  M.,  crossed  the  river,  and  vigorously  assailed 
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him.  After  a  short  time,  he  commenced  retreat- 
ing in  confusion.  We  followed  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  capturing  about  one  thousand  prison- 
ers, twenty  wagons,  and  a  large  amount  of  arms 
and  ordnance  stores.  About  dark,  we  also  cap- 
tured five  large  hospitals,  with  a  considerable 
supply  of  medicines,  camp  equipage,  and  a  great 
number  of  wounded  prisoners,  besides  over  one 
hundred  surgeons.  The  pursuit  was  continued 
till  two  hours  after  nightfall,  when  we  retired  to 
feed  our  horses. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  I 
detached  two  regiments,  pursuant  to  orders,  to 
pick  up  stragglers  and  arms.  About  nine  A.  M., 
I  received  orders  from  General  Longstreet  to 
send  a  force  of  cavalry  to  find  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. At  the  same  time  I  received  orders  from 
General  Bragg,  through  Colonel  McKinstry,  to 
save  the  captured  property.  To  accomplish 
both  these  objects,  I  detailed  five  hundred  of  my 
best  mounted  men,  under  Colonel  Anderson,  to 
comply  with  General  Longstreet's  order,  with 
full  instructions  to  report  every  hour  to  that 
officer.  As  previously  stated,  two  regiments 
were  already  at  work  collecting  stragglers  and 
arms,  leaving  with  me  but  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred men.  Just  at  this  time  I  received  informa- 
tion from  my  pickets  at  Owen's  Ford,  that  the 
enemy,  in  large  force,  was  driving  back  our 
cavalry  from  that  point.  It  was  also  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  a  large  train  of  wag- 
ons with  him.  At  the  same  time  I  ob- 
served a  heavy  dust  in  Chattanooga  Valley, 
which  appeared  to  indicate  a  movement 
from  Chattanooga,  along  the  foot  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  towards  McLemore's  Cove,  for  the 
purpose  of  succoring  the  command  reported  at 
Owen's  Ford.  I  immediately  moved  over  to 
Chattanooga  Valley  and  drove  back  towards 
Chattanooga  the  force  which  was  marching  from 
that  place.  I  then  left  the  Eighth  Texas  rangers 
and  my  escort  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  while, 
with  the  balance  of  the  command,  I  moved  up 
towards  McLemore's  Cove. 

After  marching  about  five  miles  we  met  a  large 
force  of  cavalry,  which,  seeing  the  dust  of  our 
approach,  had  deployed  a  considerable  force  in 
a  strong  position.  I  immediately  deployed  two 
regiments  and  commenced  skirmishing.  Find- 
ing their  position  strong,  I  detached  a  squadron 
to  turn  their  right  flank.  This  caused  the  enemy 
to  waver,  when  we  charged  in  line  and  also  in 
column  on  the  road,  driving  him  in  confusion. 
The  enemy  attempted  to  form  a  new  line  with  his 
reserves  several  times,  but  we  met  him  with  such 
force  as  to  disperse  him  each  time,  driving  him 
before  us.  We  continued  the  charge  several 
miles,  capturing,  killing,  or  dispersing  nearly  the 
entire  command,  said  to  number  about  two  thou- 
sand men.  We  secured  immediately  upon  the 
road  only  about  four  hundred.  We  also  captured 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  and  secured  their  entire 
train,  numbering  about  ninety  wagons,  loaded 
with  valuable  baggage.  Many  of  the  men  who 
escaped  to  the  adjoining  woods  were  picked  up 
on  the  following  morning,  and  .only  about  sev- 


enty-five men,  half  of  whom  were  dismounted, 
succeeded  in  joining  the  Federal  army.  We 
also  captured  a  number  of  arms.  The  wagons 
and  mules  were  turned  over  to  the  Chief  Quar- 
termaster of  Army  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  following  marning,  pursuant  to  orders, 
we  pressed  on  to  within  one  mile  and  a  quarter 
of  Chattanooga,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  be- 
hind his  infantry.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  night,  when,  pursuant  to  orders,  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  Trenton,  preparatory  to  crossing 
the  Tennessee  River.  After  one  day's  march,  I 
received  orders  to  return  and  sweep  up  Lookout 
Mountain  to  Point  Lookout.  .The  order  was  re- 
ceived at  two  P.  M.,  and  I  immediately  started 
with  an  advance  guard  of  two  hundred  men, 
ordering  the  command  to  follow. 

On  arriving  at  Summertown  at  dark,  I  found 
one  regiment  of  the  enemy  behind  strong  barri- 
cades. I  dismounted  my  men  to  feel  their  posi- 
tion and  charged  their  flanks,  driving  them  for 
some  distance.  In  this  hasty  retreat  they  left 
several  guns,  knapsacks,  overcoats,  and  cooking  • 
utensils,  also  their  supper  already  cooked.  By 
that  time  I  learned  that  my  command  had  been 
stopped  and  ordered  to  Chickamauga  Station. 
I,  however,  with  my  small  command,  which  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  five  dismounted  men, 
pressed  the  enemy  off  the  mountain. 

After  surveying  the  enemy's  works,  and  re- 
porting fully  his  position  to  the  commanding 
General,  I  proceeded  to  Chickamauga  Station, 
where  I  received  orders  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
River  above  Chattanooga.  During  the  night, 
however,  I  received  orders  to  move  towards 
Charleston  to  support  General  Forrest,  who  was 
moving  upon  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  I  received  orders  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  River  with  that  portion  of  my 
command  then  with  me  (one  brigade  having  been 
left  with  the  army)  and  three  brigades  which 
General  Forrest  had  been  ordered  to  send  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  I  learned  that 
these  commands  had  just  arrived  at  a  point  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  point  of  crossing.  I  or- 
dered them  to  the  latter  place,  and  proceeded 
there  with  the  commands  of  Generals  Wharton 
and  Martin.  The  enemy  had  occupied  the  op- 
posite bank,  and  immediately  concentrated  a 
force  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  our  own,  to 
resist  our  crossing.  This  force  had  followed  me 
up  the  river,  and  I  found  that  at  any  point  at 
which  I  should  attempt  to  cross  could  be  reached 
as  easily  by  them  as  by  my  command.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  determined  to  cross  at 
the  point  I  then  was.  The  three  brigades  from 
General  Forrest  were  mere  skeletons,  scarcely 
averaging  five  hundred  effective  men  each.  These 
were  badly  armed,  had  but  a  small  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  their  horses  were  in  horrible 
condition,  having  been  marched  continuously 
for  three  days  and  three  nights  without  remov- 
ing saddles.  The  men  were  worn  out  and  with- 
out rations.  The'  brigade  commanders  made 
most  urgent  protests  against  their  commands 
being  called  upon  to  move  in  this  condition. 
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With  this  state  of  things  I  allowed  the  worst 
horses  to  be  returned  to  the  rear,  and  with  the 
remainder  crossed  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  nearly 
as  large  as  our  own  force.  We  assailed  and 
drove  the  ejiemy  about  three  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  November  second  I  reached 
Sequatchie  Valley,  and  at  three  o'clock  on  the 
following  morning  proceeded  down  towards 
Jasper,  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men.  After 
travelling  about  ten  miles  we  overtook  and  cap- 
tured thirty-two  six-mule  wagons,  which  were 
destroyed.  The  mules  were  carried  on  with  the 
command. 

On  approaching  Anderson's  Cross-roads  we 
were  met  by  a  considerable  force  of  cavalry, 
which  we  charged  and  drove  before  us.  We 
here  found  a  large  train  of  wagons,  which  proved 
to  extend  from  the  top  of  Waldron's  Ridge  for  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  towards  Jasper.  This  train 
was  heavily  loaded  with  ordnance,  quartermas- 
ter, and  commissary  stores.  The  number  of 
wagons  was  variously  estimated  at  from  eight 
to  fifteen  hundred.  No  one  saw,  perhaps,  more 
than  half  the  train.  The  Quartermaster  in  charge 
of  the  train,  as  well  as  other  employees,  stated 
that  there  were  eight  hundred  six-mule  wagons, 
besides  a  great  number  of  sutler  wagons.  The 
train  was  guarded  by  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in 
front  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in  rear,  and  on 
the  flank,  where  we  attacked,  were  stationed 
two  regiments  of  infantry.  After  a  warm  fight 
the  guards  were  defeated  and  driven  off,  leaving 
the  entire  train  in  our  possession.  After  select- 
ing such  mules  and  wagons  as  we  needed,  we 
then  destroyed  the  train  by  burning  the  wagons 
and  sabering  or  shooting  the  mules.  During  this 
work  my  pickets  were  driven  in  on  both  flanks 
and  my  rear.  Fortunately  the  enemy  was  repuls- 
ed, and  we  remained  undisturbed  for  eight  hours, 
and  until  our  work  was  thoroughly  accomplish- 
ed. Just  before  dark,  as  we  were  retiring,  a  large 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  moved  upon  us 
from  Stephenson,  skirmishing' with  our  rear  until 
dark.  During  this  General  Martin,  Colonel 
Avery  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffith  were  dis- 
tinguished for  gallantry.  During  the  night  I 
moved  over  Cumberland  Mountain,  and  early 
next  morning  joined  General  Wharton  near  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  and  went  forward  to  attack 
McMinnville.  The  enemy  was  pressing  close 
behind,  but  we  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
place,  with  an  enormous  supply  of  quartermaster 
and  commissary  stores,  with  the  fortifications 
and  garrison,  which  numbered  five  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  men,  with  arms,  accoutrements,  &c. 
Two  hundred  horses  were  also  captured.  The 
day  and  night  were  occupied  in  destroying  the 
stores,  a  locomotive,  a  train  of  cars,  and  a  bridge 
over  Hickory  Creek — such  of  the  stores  as  could 
be  transported  having  been  distributed  to  the 
command. 

On  the  following  day  we  marched  to  Murfrees- 
boro'.  After  making  a  demonstration  upon  the 
place,  we  moved  over,  and,  after  a  short  fight, 
captured  a  strong  stockade  guarding  the  railroad 
bridge  over  Stone  River,  with  its  garrison  of 


fifty-two  men.  The  day  was  occupied  in  cutting 
down  the  bridge  and  thoroughly  burning  the 
timber.  We  also  burned  the  railroad  ties  arid 
track  for  three  miles  below  the  bridge. 

The  following  day  we  destroyed  a  train  and  a 
quantity  of  stores  at  Christiana  and  Fosterville, 
and  destroyed  ah1  the  railroad  bridges  and  tres- 
sels  between  Murfreesboro'  and  Wartrace,  in- 
cluding all  the  large  bridges  at  and  near  the  lat- 
ter place,  capturing  the  guards,  &c.  We  also 
captured  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores 
of  all  kinds  at  Shelbyville — the  enemy  running 
from  his  strong  fortifications  upon  our  approach. 

That  night  I  ordered  Davidson's  division  to 
encamp  on  Duck  River,  near  Warner's  Bridge  ; 
Martin's  division  two  miles  further  down,  and 
Wharton's  two  miles  below  Martin's.  During  the 
evening  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  who  had  be-en 
closely  pursuing,  had  encamped  near  Frazier's 
farm.  I  immediately  informed  General  David- 
son of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  directed 
him  to  keep  the  enemy  observed,  and  to  join  me 
should  the  •  enemy  move  towards  him.  This 
order  was  shortly  after  repeated  with  this  modi- 
fication, that  he  should  move  immediately  to  my 
position  (Crowell's  Mill).  Unfortunately  he 
failed  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  was  attacked  by  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  I  received  two  consecutive 
dispatches  from  General  Davidson  which  indi- 
cated he  was  moving  down  Duck  River,  but  on 
questioning  his  couriers,  I  ascertained  that  he 
was  moving  towards  Farmington.  I  immediate- 
ly started  at  a  trot  towards  Farmington,  with 
Martin's  division,  ordering  General  Wharton  and 
the  wagons  to  follow  me.  I  reached  Farmington 
just  in  time  to  place  five  regiments  of  Martin's 
command  in  position  when  the  enemy  appeared. 
I  had  ordered  General  Davidson  to  form  in  col- 
umn by  fours  on  the  Pike,  and  to  charge  the 
enemy  when  they  were  repulsed  by  Martin's 
division,  General  Davidson  having  officially  re- 
ported to  me  that  only  three  regiments  of  the 
enemy  had  been  seen  during  the  day. 

The  engagement  commenced  warmly,  but  the 
enemy  was  soon  repulsed.  General  Davidson 
had  failed  to  form,  as  stated,  and,  instead,  had 
moved  for  some  distance.  The  enemy  soon  af- 
ter came  up  in  strong  force,  with  a  division  of 
infantry  and  a  division  of  cavalry.  We  fought 
them  with  great  warmth  for  twenty  minutes, 
when  we  charged  the  line  and  drove  it  back  for 
some  distance.  General  Wharton's  column  and 
our  train  having  now  passed,  and  the  object 
for  which  we  fought  being  accomplished,  we 
withdrew,  without  being  followed  by  the  enemy. 

The  enemy,  in  his  own  account  of  the  fight, 
acknowledged  a  loss  of  twenty-nine  killed,  in- 
cluding one  Colonel,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  wounded.  My  entire  loss  was  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  above  figures. 

A  reconnoissance  was  made  towards  Columbia, 
which  caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate  that  place 
and  destroy  all  their  stores,  including  thirty 
days'  rations  for  the  garrison. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  Tennessee  River  at 
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Muscle  Shoals,  the  only  fordable  place  on  the 
river,  where  we  crossed  without  difficulty,  the 
enemy  reaching  the  river  just  after  I  had 
crossed. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  of  Wiggin's  battery 
having  broken  down  several  times,  were  finally 
abandoned  on  account  of  our  utter  inability  to 
bring  them  further.  The  officers  deserve  great 
credit  for  carrying  them  so  far  in  their  disabled 
condition.  One  of  the  limbers  of  White's  bat- 
tery blew  up,  which  caused  it  also  to  be  aban- 
doned. Two  of  the  pieces  were  howitzers,  and 
the  other  was  an  iron  gun  which  had  been 
condemned  at  every  inspection  for  the  last  year. 

During  the  trip  we  captured  in  action  sixteen 
hundred  prisoners,  and  killed  and  wounded  as 
many  of  their  cavalry  as  would  cover  our  entire 
loss. 

A  full  report  of  the  casualties  in  my  command 
during  the  battle,  and  during  the  trip  through 
Middle  Tennessee,  will  be  found  in  the  annexed 
tabular  statement. 

A  considerable  amount  of  the  property  cap- 
tured on  the  trip  was  brought  across  the  river. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  un- 
der my  command  during  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  were,  first,  guarding  the  left  flank  of  the 
army  for  a  distance  of  ninety  miles,  during  and 
for  twenty  days  preceding  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  during  which  time  it  continually  ob- 
served and  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  repelling 
and  developing  all  his  diversions.  During  the 
battle,  with  the  available  force  (which  near  ex- 
ceeded two  thousand  men)  not  on  other  duty, 
such  as  guarding  the  flanks,  we  fought  the  ene- 
my vigorously  and  successfully,  killing  and 
wounding  .large  numbers,  and  capturing  two 
thousand  prisoners.,  one  hundred  wagons  and 
teams,  a  large  amount  of  other  property,  and 
eighteen  stand  of  colors,  all  of  which  were 
turned  over  to  the  proper  authorities. 

To  Generals  Wharton  and  Martin,  command- 
ing divisions,  and  Colonels  Wheeler,  Morgan, 
Crews  and  Harrison,  commanding  brigades,  I 
tender  my  thanks  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  gal- 
lantry during  the  engagement.  To  General 
Davidson  and  Colonel  Hodge,  who  commanded 
the  troops  which  joined  me  on  the  expedition 
across  the  Tennessee  River,  I  tender  my  thanks 
for  their  good  conduct,  and  that  of  their  troops 
during  their  advance  upon  McMinnville,  and  to 
General  Martin  and  Colonel  Avery  for  their 
gallant  assistance  in  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  wagon  train,  and  to  General  Martin 
and  his  command  particularly  for  their  good 
conduct  at  Farmington,  and  their  laborious  work 
in  destroying  the  bridges  on  the  railroad.  Gen- 
eral Wharton  and  his  command  behaved  through- 
out with  their  accustomed  gallantry. 

I  tender  my  thanks  to  the  following  members 
of  my  staff  for  their  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct, viz.. : 

Colonel  King,  Majors  Burford,  Jenkins,  Hume, 
and  Hill ;  Captains  Turner,  Powell,  Wade,  Flush, 
and  Kennedy,  and  Lieutenants  Pointer,  Wailes, 
Nichol  and  Hatch. 


To  Major  Hume,  particularly,  am  I  indebted 
for  his  gallantry  during  the  fight  at  Farmington, 
where  he  was  wounded,  and  to  Lieutenant 
Pointer,  my  Aid,  for  his  gallantry  during  a  cav- 
alry charge,  when  he  dashed  upon  -the  enemy's 
color-bearer,  shot  him,  and  then  turned  and 
brought  the  colors  back  to  his  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOSEPH  WHEELER, 

Major-General 

APPENDIX  A. 

HEADQUARTERS  DAVIDSON'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  1 
October  7. 1863.         j 

Major-Genial  Wheeler,  commanding  Cavalry : 
GENERAL  :  The  enemy  are  following  me.     I  am 
now  six  miles  below  town,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river. 

I  have  not  yet  made  a  decided  stand. 
Respectfully, 

H.  B.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-General  commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  DAVIDSON'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  1 
ALLEN'S  HOUSE,  October  3,  1863.         j" 

Major-General  Wheeler,  commanding  Cavalry: 
GENERAL  :  I  am  moving  down  the  side  of  the 
river.     The  enemy  are  following  me  up.    As 
soon  as  I  can  get  a  position,  I  will  make  a  stand. 
I  think  they  are  in  strong  force. 
Respectfully, 

H.  B.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier-General  commanding. 

True  copies : 

M.  G.  HUDSON,  A.  D.  C. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG. -GEN.  LIDDELL,  COMMANDING  DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  LIDDELL'S  AND  LO\VRY'S  BRIGADE,"! 

CLEBURNE'S  DIVISION,  A.  T.,  BEFORE  CHATTANOOGA,  Tenn. ,    > 

October  10,  1863.        J 

Captain  Joseph  B.  Gumming,  A.  A.  G.,  late  of 

the  Reserve,  A.  T. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ac- 
tion of  my  division,  consisting  of  Walthall's 
and  Govan's  brigades,  and  constituting  a  portion 
of  the  reserve  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  : 

About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  Friday,  the  eight- 
eenth of  September,  I  was  ordered  by  Major- 
General  Walker  to  take  Alexander's  Bridge, 
across  the  Chickamauga.  The  reconnoissance  I 
made  was  a  very  hasty  and  imperfect  one, 
and,  relying  chiefly  upon  the  information  ob- 
tained from  General  Pegram,  I  instructed  Bri- 
gadier-General Walthall,  of  my  division,  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the 
bridge.  This  was  promptly  executed,  and  in 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  we  had  it  in  posses- 
sion. The  force  in  our  front  consisted  of  Wil- 
der's  mounted  infantry,  from  whom  were  cap- 
tured a  half  dozen  or  more  breech-loading  rifles. 
Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  five  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  I  can  only  account  for  this  dis- 
proportion from'  the  efficiency  of  this  new 
weapon,  our  attack  having  been  made  through 
thick  woods  and  cedar  under-brush,  rendering 
the  artillery  of  the  enemy  that  was  used  on  the 
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occasion,  comparatively  harmless.  The  bridge 
having  been  torn  up,  prevented  our  crossing,  at 
that  point,  and,  making  a  detour  of  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  northward,  we  effected  a  crossing  at 
Byron's  Ford,  continuing  thence  our  movement 
to  a  position  nearly  one  half  mile  in  front  of 
Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  bivouacked  for 
the  night  on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  a 
portion  of  the  enemy  in  our  attack  on  the 
bridge. 

The  next  morning,  the  nineteenth,  about  day- 
light, we  continued  our  movement,  in  the  same 
direction,  towards  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  for 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  further,  where  we 
halted  for  further  instructions. 

About  eight  o'clock,  the  firing  of  General 
Forrest's  cavalry  and  Ector's  and  Wilson's  bri- 
gades, became  very  heavy  in  the  rear  of  the 
direction  we  were  taking,  and  on  the  right  of 
our  intended  line  of  battle.  The  country  around 
was  mostly  oak  woodland,  and  in  places  thick 
under-brush. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  Major-General  Walker 
asked  me  to  go  with  him  on  a  reconnoissance,  to 
know  what  the  demonstration  meant  then  being 
made  on  our  right.  After  proceeding  north- 
ward one  and  a  half  miles,  we  found  the  enemy 
pressing  back  General  Ector's  and  Colonel  Wil- 
son's brigades,  the  latter  more  or  less  in  con- 
fusion, and  other  evidences  of  attack,  making  it 
apparent  that  a  heavy  force  was  bearing  down 
upon  us.  I  replied  to  General  Walker's  inquiry 
as  to  what  1  thought  of  it,  "  that  I  was  satisfied 
a  corps  of  the  enemy  was  about  being  thrown 
forward  to  turn  our  right  wing,  which  it  Was 
absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  meet  promptly 
with  heavy  reinforcements."  He  agreed  with 
me  in  this  opinion,  and  immediately  wrote  the 
same  to  General  Bragg.  At  the  same  time  or- 
ders were  received  by  him  from  General  Bragg 
to  attack  the  enemy  immediately  with  all  his 
force,  upon  which  he  instructed  me  to  bring  up 
my  force  to  the  relief  of  the  two  brigades  already 
mentioned,  and  to  retard,  if  possible,  the  further 
progress  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  my  com- 
mand could  reach  the  place,  I  formed  the  line 
facing  northward,  General  Walthall  on  the  right, 
Colonel  Govan  on  the  left,  and  at  once  moved 
forward  to  the  attack  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
twelve  p.  M.,  cautioning  Colonel  Govan  to  look 
well  to  his  left,  as  I  apprehended  that  his  left 
wing  would  strike  the  enemy  first,  although  he 
was  not  then  visible  on  account  of  the  thick 
undergrowth.  In  a  few  minutes  we  became 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy's  infantry  and 
artillery,  and,  pressing  forward  with  a  shout, 
we  captured  all  the  artillery  in  our  immediate 
front,  with  many  prisoners  of  the  Fifth,  Four- 
teenth, Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
teenth, and  Twenty-first  United  States  Regulars, 
and  Fourth  Kentucky.  I  ordered  the  artillery 
to  be  taken  to  the  rear  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, but  so  many  horses  had  been  killed  that  it 
was  very  difficult  to  secure  the  pieces.  We  had 
now  broken  through  two  lines  of  the  enemy  im- 
mediately in  our  front,  and  were  just  engaging 


the  third  when  it  was  discovered  that  their  ex- 
tended lines  were  overlapping  and  flanking  us, 
right  and  left,  upon  which  it  became  necessary 
to  retire  rapidly,  by  a  flank  movemeut  to  the 
right,  to  avoid  destruction  or  capture.  After 
reaching  the  next  hill  in  rear  of  us,  we  found 
General  Cheatham's  division  taking  position, 
having  just  come  up  a  little  too  late  to  our  sup- 
port in  action.  It  was  now  perfectly  clear  that 
we  had  been  opposed  to  an  entire  corps  of  the 
enemy  (General  Thomas's),  to  drive  back  which 
General  Cheatham's  division  soon  after  proved 
to  be  insufficient.  My  command  now  having 
been  re-formed  and  rested  for  a  short  time,  I  was 
ordered  to  the  extreme  right  of  General  Cheat- 
ham's  line,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  it,  upon 
reaching  which  position  I  moved  forward  to  the 
attack  a  second  time,  in  line  nearly  at  right  an- 
gles to  that  assumed  by  me  in  the  first  attack ; 
Colonel  Govan  now  on  the  right,  and  General 
Walthall  on  the  left.  The  latter  finding  the 
enemy  well  posted,  and  in  very  strong  force,  after 
a  contest  of  half  an  hour,  was  compelled  to  with- 
draw about  two  hundred  yards,  the  left  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Govan's  brigade  falling  back 
with  him.  The  right  of  Colonel  Govan's  bri- 
gade had  captured  several  pieces  of  artillery 
from  the  enemy,  which  seemed  lightly  support- 
ed, and,  whilst  endeavoring  to  secure  them,  was 
fired  upon  by  a  Confederate  battery,  from  the 
rear,  the  position  of  the  line  in  the  under-brush 
having  concealed  it  from  view,  thus  causing  the 
mistake.  This  unlucky  accident  caused  him  to 
retire  to  the  same  line  with  General  Walthall, 
without  accomplishing  his  object.  In  this  last 
attack,  we  fought  over  a  portion  of  the  ground 
on  the  left  that  we  had  contended  for  in  the 
first  engagement,  the  enemy  having  pushed  up 
and  occupied  two-thirds  of  it.  It  was  now 
within  an  hour  of  sunset,  when  General  Cle- 
burne's  division  came  up  in  my  rear,  as  General 
Cheatham's  had  done  in  the  first  fight,  and  form- 
ing his  line  of  three  brigades  parallel  with  mine, 
moved  forward  over  us  upon  the  enemy,  en- 
gaging him  about  two  hundred  yards  from  my 
front.  This  attack  being  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, the  enemy  gave  way  for  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile  or  more;  when  both  parties  ceased 
firing  for  the  night.  It  now  being  dark,  we 
bivouacked  where  we  were,  and  next  morning, 
about  six  o'clock,  in  obedience  to  orders  re- 
ceived from  General  Walker,  I  moved  my  com- 
mand with  General  Ector's  brigade,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  right,  on  the  prolonga- 
tion, and  in  support  of  General  Breckinridge's 
right.  After  arriving  there,  I  was  ordered  to 
move  forward  to  the  attack  in  place  of  General 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  had  been  repulsed 
in  its  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  and 
rear.  Here,  at  the  order  of  Lieutenant>General 
Polk,  General  Walthall's  brigade  was  detached 
from  me  and  moved  to  the  left  of  General 
Gist's  brigade,  which  was  then  making  a  direct 
attack  on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line  near  his 
breastworks.  At  the  same  time  an  order  was 
given  me  by  General  Hill  to  take  Colonel 
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Govan's  brigade  and  move  on  the  Chattanooga 
road  and  engage  the  enemy  in  his  rear.  This 
was  about  eleven  o'clock.  After  moving  for- 
ward a  short  distance  I  ordered  Colonel  Govan 
to  change  direction  to  the  left,  which  he  did, 
finding  the  enemy  in  some  woods  after  pass- 
ing a  small  field,  and  pushing  him  back  to  the 
open  ground  in  rear  of  the  left  of  his  fortifi- 
cations. This  was  about  half  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  Gist's  brigade  and  on  the  Chattanooga 
road,  cut  off  from  all  connection  with  any  of 
our  forces.  After  a  severe  engagement,  in  which 
the  enemy  gave  way  opposite  the  right  and  press- 
ed forward  in  large  force  on  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade, thus  apparently  designing  to  cut  him  off, 
Colonel  Gowan  was  forced  to  retire  rapidly  to 
avoid  destruction. 

For  the  part  taken  by  General  Walthall  after 
he  was  detached  from  me  I  refer  to  his  report. 
On  reaching  the  cover  of  the  timber  by  a  cir- 
cuitous detour  to  the  right,  the  brigade  was 
halted  and  re-formed,  and  soon  afterwards  was 
joined  by  General  Walthall's  command  from  the 
left  of  Gist's.  We  were  ordered  now  to  remain 
in  line,  awaiting  further  orders.  About  six  p.  M. 
Lieutenant-General  Hill  ordered  me  to  move 
straight  forward  and  occupy  the  Chattanooga 
road.  I  requested  General  Hill  to  support  me 
on  the  left,  as  I  was  satisfied  from  personal  ob- 
servation during  Colonel  Govan's  attack  that  I 
would  be  enfiladed.  This  he  said  he  would  give 
me,  and  I  moved  off  at  once.  The  line  had  passed 
some  little  distance  beyond  the  Chattanooga  road, 
meeting  with  little  or  no  resistance  to  that  point, 
when,  as  expected,  it  was  enfiladed  by  batteries 
on  both  flanks,  whilst  a  battery  in  front  played 
upon  it  across  a  waste  field.  I  immediately 
placed  seven  pieces  of  artillery  on  a  high  point 
on  the  right  of  General  Walthall's  brigade,  which 
held  the  right  wing,  to  engage  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries and  draw  the  fire,  if  possible,  from  the  inr 
fantry.  My  line  was  parallel  with  the  enemy's 
works  and  in  his  rear,  upon  his  left  flank,  nearly 
half  a  mile.  Here  I  had  halted  and  ordered  the 
men  to  lie  down,  no  enemy  just  then  appearing 
in  front.  There  was  a  wide  -open  field  in  front 
and  on  my  left.  The  enemy  soon  after  this  ap- 
parently left  his  works  and  pressed  upon  the 
rear  of  my  left  flank,  whilst  his  batteries  en- 
filaded me.  Soon  afterwards  a  cloud  of  skir- 
mishers suddenly  emerged  from  the  woods,  en- 
cirling  my  front  and  right  wing.  From  the  com- 
bination of  attacks,  my  command  was  forced  to 
withdraw  to  avoid  being  captured.  A  part  of 
my  skirmishers  were  nevertheless  captured,  to- 
gether with  Colonel  Scales,  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  Walthall's  brigade.  The  Feder- 
als had  left  their  works,  at  this  time,  in  retreat 
from  the  field,  and  our  whole  line  was  moving 
upon  them.  After  reforming  my  command  I 
moved  to  the  position  of  the  Chattanooga  road, 
near  McDonald's  house,  where  it  bivouacked  on 
the  ground  it  was  ordered  to  hold.  At  ten 
o'clock,  Sunday  night,  my  scouts  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  entirely  withdrawn  from  the 
field  and  disappeared  toward  Lookout  Mountain. 


In  these  five  different  engagements,  in  the 
space  of  three  days,  I  lost  a  great  many  officers 
and  men  ;  my  loss  being  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  killed,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three  wound- 
ed, and  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  missing  ; 
total,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  four ; 
out  of  an  effective  total  in  both  brigades  of 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
before  action. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  being  aimed  at  our 
right  wing,  his  force  was  necessarily  large 
to  accomplish  his  object,  and,  in  every  instance, 
overpowered  me  with  numbers.  In  no  instance, 
in  the  last  two  days'  fight,  did  we  make  an  at- 
tack without  being  flanked  by  the  overlapping 
lines  of  the  enemy;  and,  although  forced  to 
give  way  four  different  times,  serious  and  heavy 
loss  was  inflicted  upon  the  Federals  in  each  at- 
tack, and  the  command  always  promptly  rallied 
to  renew  the  engagement. 

In  connection  with  Sunday  evening's  affair,  it 
is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  force  which 
was  reported  by  General  Forrest,  about  four  p. 
M.,  to  Lieutenant-General  Hill  to  be  moving  from 
the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  in  support  of  the 
enemy's  left  flank,  took  its  position  in  the  edge 
of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  waste 
field  in  my  front,  supported  its  batteries  on  my 
right  flank  and  front,  and,  during  the  last  en- 
gagement, threw  forward  its  skirmishers,  which, 
co-operating  with  the  attack  on  my  left  and  rear 
and  the  enfilading  fires  of  their  artillery,  kept 
every  movement  of  their  own  side  in  view  as 
weh1  as  our  own.  This  force  retired  with  the 
balance  of  the  enemy  at  dusk,  having  appar- 
ently accomplished  its  object  of  preventing  our 
getting  in  his  rear.  We  took  about  eight  hundred 
prisoners,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  regulars  in 
the  United  States  army.  Major  Coolidge,  of  the 
Sixteenth  United  States  infantry,  was  killed. 
Captain  Van  Pelt,  of  Loomis'  battery,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Eighth  Arkansas  and  First  Louis- 
iana infantry.  Of  the  pieces  captured,  four  were 
secured  by  Govan's  brigade  and  one  by  Wal- 
thall's. I  refer  to  the  reports  of  brigade  com- 
manders for  particulars.  Colonel  Featherston, 
of  the  Fifth  Arkansas,  was  killed  early  in  the 
first  action.  Colonel  Gillespie  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baulcum  were  both  wounded.  In  Brig- 
adier-General Walthall's  brigade,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane,  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Gelonel  Morgan,  Twenty-ninth  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Pegram,  Thirty-fourth  Missis- 
sippi, Major  Staples,  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Johnson,  Thirtieth  Mississippi, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds,  Thirtieth  Mis- 
sissippi, were  wounded,  the  last  mortally.  Offi- 
cers and  men  of  both  brigades  behaved  with 
unusual  gallantry,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  did  their  duty  to  their  coun- 
try, side  by  side,  against  greater  odds  than  they 
have  hitherto  met.  Although  no  brilliant  re- 
sults were  directly  accomplished,  the  record  for 
hard  fighting  cannot  be  well  surpassed.  In  my 
humble  opinion  it  is  the  best  evidence  of  good 
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soldiers,  when  overpowered  by  immense  num- 
bers on  all  sides,  to  be  able  to  rally  promptly  and 
return  again  and  again  to  the  contest  undaunted. 
The  enemy  was  held  in  check  by  the  resolute 
bravery  of  my  two  brigades,  united  with  the  rest 
of  General  Walker's  command,  until  sufficient 
support  could  come  up  to  prevent  our  right 
flank  from  being  turned  by  General  Thomas' 
corps.  To  my  two  brigade  commanders,  Briga- 
dier-General Walthall  and  Colonel  Govan,  I  am 
greatly  indebted  for  their  prompt  co-operation 
in  every  movement  and  quick  apprehension  of 
the  constantly  recurring  necessities  that  arise 
on  a  battle-field.  I  know  of  no  more  gallant 
soldiers,  and  feel  honored  by  the  command  of 
such  officers.  My  staff,  Captain  G.  A.  Williams, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Lieutenant  J. 
L.  Bostick,  Aid-de-Camp,  behaved  with  their 
usual  gallantry  and  need  no  commendation  at 
my  hands.  Lieutenant  Dulin,  Brigade  Inspec- 
tor, was  slightly  wounded  in  the  forehead.  To 
my  Chief  Surgeon,  Dr.  McFadden,  my  thanks 
are  due  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the  wounded 
and  their  rapid  removal  from  the  field,  however 
distant  they  were  from  the  hospital  he  had  been 
enabled  to  establish.  I  would  respectfully  bring 
to  notice  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Fletcher,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  in  repelling 
the  sudden  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  capture  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  unavoidably  de- 
layed in  being  removed  from  their  position  late 
in  the  evening  of  the  twentieth.  I  thank  God 
for  permitting  us  to  be  the  survivors  of  a  great 
victory  for  our  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  R.  LIDDELL, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT    OF    BRIGADIER-GENERAL    W.    PRESTON,    COM- 
MANDING DIVISION. 

GREENVILLE,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  October  31,  1863. 

Captain  Gallaher,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  our  forces 
advanced  in  several  columns  to  cross  the  Chick- 
amauga, and  give  battle  to  the  Federal  army 
under  General  Rosecrans.  Major-General  Buck- 
ner's  corps,  consisting  of  Stewart's  division  and 
mine,  moved  on  the  road  to  Thedford's  Ford,  and 
on  the  evening  of  that  day  (Friday)  my  command 
bivouacked  at  Hunt's  or  Dalton's  Ford,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  road. 
The  skirmishers  of  Colonel  Kelly's  brigade 
soon  discovered  the  enemy  posted  along  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  stream,  extending  above  in 
the  direction  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  Soon 
.after  nightfall  General  Gracie's  brigade  was 
moved  across  the  ford  and  established  in  line  of 
battle,  running  almost  east  and  west,  near  Hunt's 
house,  and  a  few  hundred  yards  north  of  the 
river,  where  it  remained  during  the  night. 

On  the  next  morning  my  two  remaining  bri- 
gades crossed  the  river  at  dawn,  and  were 


formed  in  line  of  battle  in  Hunt's  field.  Stewart's 
division  soon  occupied  a  position  on  my  right, 
and  extended  eastward  in  the  direction  of  Thed- 
ford's Ford.  Riding  forward,  I  found  troops  of 
Brigadier-General  Johnson's  and  Major-General 
Hood's  commands  forming  in  line  of  battle 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  my  own  line,  facing 
westward,  toward  the  Chattanooga  road,  and 
afterwards  met  General  Bragg,  Major-General 
Hood,  and  Major-General  Buckner,  who  were 
conferring  together.  Having  reported  to  Major- 
General  Buckner  the  position  of  my  troops,  I 
returned,  and  about  eight  o'clock  received  an 
order  from  him  to  advance  through  Hunt's  field, 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  Gracie's  brigade 
was  immediately  conformed  to  the  general  line 
of  battle,  and  moved  westwardly  toward  the 
main  road,  that  runs  north  from  Lafayette  to 
Chattanooga.  After  advancing  about  six  hun- 
dred yards  it  arrived  near  a  sharp  curve  of  the 
Chickamauga,  which  impeded  further  progress. 
I  halted  the  command  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
overlooking  the  stream  and  plain  below.  The 
enemy's  lines  and  batteries  were  discovered 
about  fifteen  hundred  yards  distant,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  across  the  bend  of 
the  river,  which  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
cross  twice,  with  an  open  field  intervening, 
swept  by  their  artillery,  had  the  advance  con- 
tinued straightforward.  Having  halted  Gracie, 
I  drew  up  Kelly's  brigade  three  hundred  yards 
in  the  rear,  upon  a  declivity  in  the  field,  and 
Trigg's  brigade  about  three  hundred  yards  in 
rear  of  Kelly's,  on  the  prolongation  of  Bate's 
brigade,  of  Stewart's  division,  which  was  on  the 
right — thus  forming  my  division  in  a  column  of 
three  brigades.  A  rocky  hill  near  Gracie's 
right,  overlooking  the  field  below,  afforded  an 
excellent  position  for  artillery.  Upon  it  I  posted 
Jeffries'  battery.  The  enemy  commenced  shell- 
ing my  lines  rapidly,  and  I  lost  a  commissioned 
officer  killed,  and  a  few  men  of  the  Sixth  Florida, 
with  Lieutenant  Lane  and  others  of  the  Sixty- 
third  Tennessee  wounded.  A  shot  or  two  was 
fired  by  Jeffries,  but  I  ordered  the  battery  to 
cease  firing,  as  the  distance  was  too  great  to 
assure  proper  accuracy.  My  troops  remained 
in  ranks  without  further  reply,  patiently  endur- 
ing the  fire.  About  twelve  o'clock,  in  compliance 
with  an  order  received  from  Major-Gerieral 
Buckner,  I  moved  my  command  by  the  right 
flank  from  about  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  to  a 
position  somewhat  west  of  north  from  Hunt's 
field.  Trigg's  brigade  occupied  the  front,  in  a 
woodland,  near  a  small  cabin.  Gracie  was 
formed  near  Trigg,  arid  Kelly  was  posted  in  the 
rear,  supporting  Leyden's  battalion  of  artillery. 
No  further  event  of  importance  occurred  during 
the  day  to  Gracie's  or  Kelly's  brigades.  Soon 
after  Trigg  occupied  his  position,  some  three 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  Gracie  and  Kelly, 
his  skirmishers,  under  Colonel  MaxweU,  engaged 
those  of  the  enemy  with  spirit,  and  some  two 
hours  afterwards  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's 
artilJery.  There  was  a  small  corn  field  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  Trigg,  in  which 
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the  enemy  were  posted.  About  two  or  three 
o'clock  a  continuous  and  heavy  fire  of  infantry 
and  artillery  (and  their  shells  exploding  beyond 
our  rear  lines)  announced  a  conflict  near  the  field 
in  front.  I  was  informed  that  Hood's  division 
was  attacking  the  enemy  in  the  field,  whilst  my 
division  was  held  in  reserve.  Soon  after  I 
received  an  order  from  Major-General  Buckner 
to  detach  a  brigade  and  reinforce  General  Hood. 
For  this  purpose  Colonel  Trigg  was  ordered  to 
advance  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  and  to  give 
the  required  support.  The  action  soon  became 
hot  in  front.  Trigg  joined  Brigadier-General 
Robertson,  of  Hood's  division,  and  attacked  the 
enemy.  They  were  broken  in  confusion.  The 
Sixth  Florida,  under  Colonel  Findlay,  sustained 
heavy  loss  ;  but  owing  to  some  misapprehension 
of  orders,  the  brigade  failed  to  capture  the  ene- 
my's battery,  or  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their 
repulse.  As  I  was  not  personally  superintending 
the  attack,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Trigg 
for  details. 

Riding  forward,  however,  I  found  the  evi- 
dences of  a  stubborn  and  sanguinary  conflict  in 
the  margin  of  the  wood  and  the  corn  field  beyond, 
from  which  the  enemy  were  retiring  their  lines. 
Night  coming  on,  Trigg  bivouacked  in  the  wood- 
land near  the  edge  of  the  corn  field,  while  Gracie 
and  Kelly  occupied  a  position  in  front  of  a  little 
hut,  near  which  Major-General  Buckner  had 
established  his  headquarters. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  with  accu- 
racy, the  loss  sustained  by  my  division  on  Satur- 
day, but  estimate  it  at  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  or  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  killed  and 
wounded,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  from  Trigg's 
brigade.  During  the  night  Gracie 's  and  Kelly's 
brigades  were  vigorously  engaged  in  construct- 
ing defenses  to  strengthen  the  left,  and,  in  the 
morning,  Williams'  and  Leyden's  battalions  of 
artillery  were  supported  by  my  infantry,  under 
cover  of  good  field  intrenchments. 

On  Sunday,  about  midday,  the  battle  became 
fierce  along  the  right  towards  Chattanooga,  and 
there  was  a  general  advance  of  the  left  wing, 
under  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet.  Stewart's 
division  and  Trigg's  brigade  were  moved  for- 
ward northwestwardly,  in  the  direction  of  Bro- 
therton's  house,  on  the  Chattanooga  road.  Under 
an  order  from  Major-General  Buckner,  I  advanced 
with  Gracie 's  and  Kelly's  brigades,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia,  Colonel  Moore, 
which  was  left  to  protect  Jeffries'  battery,  near 
Hunt's  field,  on  the  left.  Gracie's  and  Kelly's 
brigades  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  across  the 
Chattanooga  road,  in  front  of  Brotherton's  house, 
and  Trigg  a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  The  ene- 
my, in  some  fields  on  the  north,  maintained  an 
active  fire  of  shot  and  shell  on  my  troops  until 
about  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  I  received  an 
order  to  move  towards  Dyer's  house  and  field,  to 
support  Brigadier-General  Kershaw.  Guided  by 
Captain  Terrill,  I  advanced  with  Gracie's  and 
Kelly's  brigades,  Trigg's  having  been  retained 
near  Brotherton's  by  Major-General  Buckner,  to 
resist  an  apprehended  attack  of  cavalry  on  our 


left  and  rear.  After  moving  through  the  wood- 
land between  the  Chattanooga  road  and  Dyer's 
farm-house,  I  reached  a  large  field  extending 
northward  to  some  wooded  ravines  and  heights. 
These  heights  stretch  nearly  east  and  west  from 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road,  to  another 
nearly  parallel  road  running  from  Crawfish  Spring 
to  Rossville,  and  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
former.  From  the  edge  of  Dyer's  field  the 
ground  descends  to  a  wooded  ravine,  and  after 
two  or  three  intervening  depressions,  each  suc- 
ceeding height  being  more  elevated,  you  reach 
the  summit  of  the  ridge,  which  is  some  two 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  plain.  Along 
this  ridge  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  under 
General  Thomas,  as  it  is  believed  from  the  state- 
ment of  prisoners.  A  strong  battery  was  posted 
on  the  loftiest  and  most  eastern  of  these  heights, 
toward  Snodgrass'  house  and  Chattanooga.  On 
the  north-east  the  undulations  were  gentle,  and 
cleared  fields  and  farms  stretched  away  to  the 
eastward  to  open  and  wooded  plains. 

Upon  these  plains  the  battle  had  raged  during 
the  day,  and  the  heights  were  the  key  of.  the 
enemy's  position,  and  his  last  stronghold.  As 
soon  as  the  advance  brigade  of  Gracie  reached 
Dyer's  field,  I  ordered  him  to  form  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, with  his  left  wing  resting  near  a  tall  pine  on 
the  summit  of  the  hill,  near  the  edge  of  the  field, 
and  in  front  of  the  enemy's  strongest  position. 
This  was  done  with  great  animation  and  in  ad- 
mirable order.  I  then  directed  Colonel  Kelly  to 
form  his  brigade  on  the  left  of  Gracie,  and  to 
change  direction  to  the  right  as  he  advanced. 
The  owner  of  the  farm,  John  Dyer,  one  of  my 
couriers,  gave  me  a  most  accurate  and  valuable 
description  of  the  local  topography,  and  I  di- 
rected Kelly  to  cover  and  protect  Gracie's  left. 
Whilst  engaged  in  bringing  Kelly  into  position, 
Gracie's  brigade  disappeared  in  the  wood,  ad- 
vancing against  the  battery  hill.  I  ordered  Cap- 
tain Blackburn,  my  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  to 
follow  and  ascertain  from  General  Gracie  by 
what  authority  he  had  moved.  General  Gracie 
replied  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  advance  by 
Brigadier-General  Kershaw,  who  was  in  the  rav- 
ine just  beyond  the  field.  The  movement  was 
slightly  premature,  as  Kelly  was  not  formed,  but  I 
at  once  ordered  his  brigade  forward,  and  sent 
Captain  Blackburn  to  direct  him  to  oblique  to 
the  right  again,  so  as  to  press  toward  the  slope 
of  the  hill  in  the  rear,  while  Gracie  was  attack- 
ing in  front.  The  enemy  had  kept  up  a  rapid 
artillery  fire  from  the  hill  and  across  the  field, 
but  Gracie,  passing  through  Kershaw's  ranks, 
which  were  halted  in  the  first  ravine  beyond  the 
field,  dashed  over  the  ridge  beyond  and  into  the 
hollows  between  it  and  the  battery  hill.  The 
brigade  advanced  with  splendid  courage,  but  was 
met  by  a  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  , 
cover  of  their  field  works  on  the  hill.  The 
Second  Alabama  battalion  stormed  the  hill  and 
entered  the  intrenchments.  Here  an  obstinate 
and  bloody  combat  ensued.  Brigadier-General 
Gracie,  whilst  bravely  leading  his  men,  had  his 
horse  shot  under  him.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ful- 
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kerson,  commanding  the  Sixty-third  Tennessee, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jolly,  of  the  Forty-third  Ala- 
bama, Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt,  of  the  First  Ala- 
bama battalion,  and  LieutenankColonel  Hall,  of 
the  Second  Alabama  battalion,  were  severely 
wounded  whilst  gallantly  leading  their  respective 
commands  in  the  assault  on  the  bill.  Many  brave 
officers  and  men  here  fell.  The  brigade  carried 
into  action  about  two  thousand  and  three  officers 
and  men,  and,  in  the  space  of  an  hour,  lost  six 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Second  Alabama  battalion,  out  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  lost  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  action  its  color 
was  pierced  in  eighty-three  places,  and  was  af- 
terwards, by  request,  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  President,  who  promoted  the  brave 
standard-bearer,  Robert  W.  Heith,  for  conspicu- 
ous courage.  George  W.  Norris,  of  Captain 
Wise's  company,  of  Hall's  -battalion,  fell  at  the 
foot  of  the  enemy's  flag-staff,  and  was  buried  at 
the  spot  where  he  had  so  nobly  died. 

Gracie's  brigade  advanced  between  four  and 
five  o'clock,  and  Kelly  moved  about  ten  minutes 
afterwards,  to  assail  the  second  hillpn  the  ridge, 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  west  of  the  battery 
hill.  I  ordered  him  to  change  direction  obliquely 
to  the  right,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  brigade  had  passed  beyond  the 
troops  halted  on  the  left  of  Kershaw's  brigade 
in  the  ravine  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
ridge,  three  or  four  hundred  yards  beyond. 
Then  a  desperate  combat  ensued,  the  hostile 
forces  being  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  yards 
apart.  Kelly  gained  the  hill  after  a  bloody  strug- 
gle, and  the  enemy  vainly  sought  to  dislodge  him 
from  it. 

Just  as  I  first  formed,  and  moved  Kelly  into 
action,  I  met  Major-General  Hindman  and  staff, 
on  the  summit  of  the  hill  near  Dyer's  field.  The 
General,  though  suffering  from  a  contusion  on 
the  neck,  from  a  fragment  of  shell,  remained  in 
the  saddle.  He  informed  me  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs, and  assured  me  of  my  opportune  arrival, 
and  authorized  me  to  post  a  battery  of  his  on  a 
point  of  the  field  so  as  to  guard  against  and  cover 
any  repulse  of  my  troops,  or  any  adverse  event. 
This  was  done  by  me,  though  I  did  not  learn  the 
name  of  the  officer  commanding  the  battery. 
When  the  fire  on  Gracie  and  Kelly  was  fully  de- 
veloped, its  great  volume  and  extent  assured  me 
that  support  was  indispensable.  At  once  I  dis- 
patched Captain  Blackburn,  Captain  Preston  and 
Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  my  staff,  with  orders 
to  bring  Trigg's  brigade  forward  rapidly,  and  to 
inform  Major-General  Buckner,  at  Brotherton's, 
of  my  situation  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
order.  Shortly  after  Captain  Harvey  Jones,  A. 
A.  General  of  Gracie's  brigade,  rode  up  and  in- 
formed me  that  Gracie  had  gained  the  hill,  but 
could  not  hold  it  without  reinforcements.  I 
instructed  him  to  inform  Gracie  that  the  hill 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards,  and  that  I  would 
send  Colonel  Trigg  to  his  support  in  a  few 
minutes.  Soon  after  Colonel  Kelly  sent  me 
worjl  by  Lieutenant  McDaniel  that  he  could  not 
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hold  the  hill  without  succor,  and  I  gave  him  a 
similar  response.  This  was  about  the  period  of 
the  heaviest  fire,  and  I  rode  forward  to  where 
Colonel  Kelly  was  engaged  on  the  hill,  and  Lieu- 
tenant McDaniel  brought  him  to  me.  I  reiter- 
ated the  order  and  the  assurance  of  Trigg's 
speedy  arrival,  and  passed  on  to  the  right,  where 
I  met  General  Gracie.  He  reported  his  ammu- 
nition almost  exhausted,  and  was  withdrawing 
his  men  to  replenish  his  cartridge  boxes. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Buckner  had  sent 
me  Colonel  Trigg's  brigade,  which,  advancing 
in  double-quick  time,  arrived  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, while  the  battle  was  raging  fiercely.  One 
of  Trigg's  regiments  went  to  the  support  of 
General  Gracie,  while  the  remainder  of  his 
brigade  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  Kelly 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  ridge.  This  fresh 
brigade,  moving  over  the  troops  halted  in  the 
valley  below,  assaulted  with  great  ardor  the 
the  enemy  on  the  left  of  Kelly,  and  quickly  car- 
ried the  first  ridge.  The  fresh  and  lengthening 
line  of  fire  from  this  fine  command  reanimated 
our  men,  and  disheartened  the  enemy,  who  re- 
linquished their  first  position,  and  fell  back  to  a 
second  ridge,  occupied  by  a  strong  force  and 
posted  behind  field  works.  A  momentary  lull 
ensued.  Brigadier-General  Robertson  reported 
to  me,  and  I  directed  him  to  occupy  and  hold 
the  position  from  which  Gracie  had  withdrawn 
to  replenish  his  ammunition.  I  sent,  at  this 
time,  for  Colonel  Kelly,  who  reported  in  person, 
and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  in  his  front 
seemed  in  confusion.  I  directed  him  to  use  his 
discretion  and  press  the  advantage  by  advancing 
as  far  as  practicable,  with  Trigg  wheeling  to  the 
right  toward  the  declivity  of  the  battery  hill, 
stretching  towards  Chattanooga.  It  was  now 
moonlight,  and  Kelly  returning  to  his  command 
after  a  few  minutes  absence  from  it,  the  fire 
reopened,  and,  continuing  for  a  short  time, 
ceased.  It  was  the  last  fire  of  the  day,  and 
closed  the  battle. 

In  the  last  attack  made  by  Trigg  and  Kelly, 
Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  a  brave 
and  skilful  officer  of  Kelly's  brigade,  captured 
two  Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a  number 
of  company  officers,  and  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  prisoners.  The  Twenty-second  Michigan, 
the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio,  and  part  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  regiments  were  captured  by  Trigg's  and 
Kelly's  brigades,  and  five  stands  of  colors  were 
taken  by  Sergeant  Timmons,  of  the  Seventh 
Florida  regiment,  and  by  Privates  Heneker, 
Harris,  Hylton,  and  Carter,  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia.  Colonels  Carleton,  Lefebvre,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Glenn  were  among  the  prisoners. 

The  next  morning  about  four  thousand  five 
hundred  stands  of  arms,  which  had  been  thrown 
away  by  the  flying  enemy,  were  secured  by  my 
command.  I  learned  that  Steadman's  division 
and  troops  from  General  Granger's  reserve  corps 
tield  the  heights  attacked  by  my  division,  and 
from  captured  artillerists,  at  Snodgrass'  house, 
that  the  hill  had  been  occupied  by  a  battery  of 
;he  regular  army  and  another  from  Ohio.  • 
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Among  the  wounded  at  Snodgrass'  house, 
where  a  hospital  had  been  established  by  the 
enemy,  were  many  prisoners,  some  of  whom 
were  from  Crittenden's  corps,  portions  of  which 
seem  also  to  have  occupied  the  hill.  In  the 
attack  on  the  hill  no  artillery  could  be  used  by 
as  effectively.  The  struggle  was  alone  for  the 
infantry.  Few  fell  who  were  not  struck  down 
by  the  rifle  or  the  musket.  Whilst  at  the  height 
of  the  engagement,  the  reserve  artillery  of  Major 
Williams  opened  fire,  by  order  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  •  Buckner,  on  the  rear  lines  of  the  enemy, 
but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  judge.  The 
fire  served,  however,  to  draw  that  of  the  enemy 
to  another  part  of  the  field  on  my  right.  As 
my  line  advanced,  I  sent  word  to  General  Buck- 
ner, requesting  him  to  cause  Williams  to  cease 
firing  or  he  would  enfilade  my  men  who  had 
nqw  the  ridge,  and  the  batteries  were  promptly 
stopped.  The  battalion  of  Georgia  artillery, 
under  Major  Leyden,  was  engaged  with  Colonel 
Trigg  on  Saturday,  and  that  of  Captain  Jeffries, 
protected  by  the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia,  occupied 
an  imp.ortant  position  on  the  left.  Captain  Pee- 
ble's  battery,  of  Major  Leyden's  command,  sus- 
tained a  small  loss  in  the  engagement.  No  op- 
portunity for  the  advantageous  use  of  his  guns 
was  offered  in  that  quarter  of  the  field,  I  refer 
to  Major  Leyden's  report  for  detail. 

The  next  morning,  I  ordered  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  Many  of  our  brave  men  had  fallen  in 
charging  the  slopes  leading  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.  The  musketry  from  the  low  breast- 
works of  the  enemy  on  the  hill  attacked  by 
General  Gracie,  had  set  fire  to  the  dry  foliage, 
and  scorched  and  blackened  corpses  gave  fear- 
ful proof  of  the  heroism  and  suffering  of  the 
brave  men  who  had  stormed  the  hill.  The 
ground  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery  was 
strewn  with  slain.  More  to  the  north,  in  a 
wooded  dell  in  front  of  Kelly  and  Trigg,  many 
dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy  were  found, 
who  had  fled  the  combat  and  sought  conceal- 
ment in  its  shadows.  All  the  dead  along  my 
line,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  were  buried,  and 
the  wounded  removed  to  hospital. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  services  of  Bri- 
gadier-General Gracie  and  his  command,  and 
desire  to  express  my  approval  of  the  cour- 
age and  skill  he  manifested  in  the  battle.  It 
also  affords  me  pleasure  to  notice  the  valuable 
services  of  Colonel  J.  M.  Moody,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sandford,  Major  McLennan,  Captain 
Walden,  and  Surgeon  Luckie,  of  Gracie's  bri- 
gade. Colonel  Trigg  maintained  and  increased 
his  justly  merited  reputation  as  a  brave  and 
skilful  officer.  Every  order  was  executed  with 
energy  and  intelligence.  To  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  moved  his  command  to  the  support 
of  Kelly's  and  Gracie's  brigades,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  the  field,  I 
attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  the  success  of 
my  command  in  carrying  the  position.  Col- 
onel Findlay,  of  the  Sixth  Florida,  moved  at 
once  to  my  support,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wade,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  while  the 


Seventh  Florida,  under  Colonel  Bullock,  was 
brought  forward  by  Colonel  Trigg,  in  person. 
During  the  struggle  for  the  heights,  Colonel 
Kelly  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  dis- 
played great  courage  and  skill.  He  animated 
his  men  by  his  example,  and  with  unshaken 
firmness  retained  the  ground  he  had  won.  Dur- 
ing the  action,  he  was  reinforced  by  a  regiment 
from  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Patton 
Anderson,  who  was  in  his  vicinity,  for  which 
timely  aid  I  desire  to  express  my  obligations. 

Colonel  Kelly  took  into  action  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six  officers  and  men,  one  of  his 
regiments  (the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia)  being  detach- 
ed, and  lost  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 
Colonel  Palmer,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Caro- 
lina, though  wounded,  remained  on  the  field,  and 
bravely  commanded  his  regiment.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Edmund  Kirby,  a  young,  brave,  and 
lamented  officer  of  the  same  regiment,  fell  early 
in  the  action.  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Sixty-third 
Virginia,  and  Lieutenants-Colonel  Conner,  Major 
Myneher,  and  Adjutant  Thomas  B.  Cook,  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky,  merit  honorable  mention.  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Desha,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  who, 
though  painfully  wounded,  remained  on  the  field 
until  the  enemy  was  defeated,  deserves  especial 
commendation.  Captain  Desna  has  been  often 
in  action,  and  always  honorably  mentioned,  arid 
I  respectfully  recommend  him  for  promotion. 

The  actual  strength  of  the  command  taken  by 
me  into  action  on  Sunday  was  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  men,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  officers,  being  an  aggregate 
of  four  thousand  and  seventy-eight  infantry,  and 
my  total  loss  in  the  battle  was  twelve  hundred 
and  seventy-five  killed  and  wounded — and  sixty- 
one  missing,  nearly  all  of  the  lost  having  been 
subsequently  accounted  for. 

I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for 
the  efficient  aid  they  rendered  me.  Major  W. 
M.  Owen,  Chief  of  Artillery ;  Captain  Sandford, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Captain  Edward  C. 
Preston,  Division  Inspector ;  Lieutenant  Edward 
Whitfield,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Lieutenant  Adams, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General ;  Lieu- 
tenant Harris  H.  Johnston,  Aid-de-Camp,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  Blackburn,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp, 
were  actively  employed  during  the  battle,  and  I 
tender  to  them  the  assurance  of  my  sense  of 
their  valuable  services  on  the  field.  Lieuten- 
ant Bowles,  of  Morgan's  cavalry,  was  tempora- 
rily attached  to  my  staff,  and  assisted  me  greatly 
during  the  engagement.  Major  Edward  Crutch- 
field,  Quartermaster,  and  Major  Bradford,  were 
under  orders  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  but 
availed  themselves  of  each  interval  to  join  me 
at  the  front,  and  fulfilled  their  respective  duties 
to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Surgeon  Benjamin 
Gillespie,  by  the  establishment  of  field  hospitals 
and  his  care  of  the  wounded,  merits  my  thanks 
arid  official  notice. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  the  reports  of  General 
Gracie,  Colonels  Kelly  and  Trigg,  with  others  of 
subordinate  officers.  I  refer  to  them  for  many 
details  which  cannot  be  embraced  in  this  report, 
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and  invite  attention  to  the  instances  of  skill  and 
gallantry  shown  by  officers  and  men  which  they 
record.  The  troops  of  my  division  had  never 
been  engaged  in  any  important  battle,  having 
been  stationed  during  the  war  chiefly  in  South- 
western Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  to  defend 
their  mountain  passes  from  invasion.  Held  in 
reserve  while  the  conflict  raged  around  them  for 
a  day  and  a  half,  tliey  manifested  a  noble  ardor 
to  share  its  dangers  and  its  glories.  Though  long 
in  service,  and  not  aspiring  to  the  title  of  vet- 


erans, I  felt  strong  confidence  in  their  patriotism, 
courage,  and  discipline.  The  hour  for  the  trial 
of  all  these  great  qualities  arrived  ;  every  hope 
was  justified,  and  I  feel  assured  that  both  officers 
and  men  won  honorable  and  enduring  renown 
upon  the  memorable  field  of  Chickamauga. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  PRESTON, 

Brigadier-General,  P.  A.  C.  S. 


Tabular  Statement  of  the  Strength  of  Preston's  Division  in  the  Bdttle  of  Chickamauga,  and  the 
Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing. 


COMMAND. 

EFFECTIVE  STRENGTH. 

KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  MISSING. 

Sept.  19,  1863. 

Sept.  20,  1863. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 

Officers. 

i 

1 
i 

§ 

134 
108 
84 

Enlisted  Men. 

| 

a 

& 

I 
.S3 

S 

I 

I 

i 

| 

1. 

135 
119 
109 

1,992 
1,417 
1,037 

1,869 
1,091 
792 

6 
3 
5 

84 
43 

57 

30 
18 
15 

578 
213 
223 

27 
5 
29 

725 
282 
329 

Trigg's  Brigade 

Total,  

363 

4,446 

326 

3,752 

14 

184 

63 

1,014 



61 

1,336 

*  The  Sixty-fifth  Georgia  detached  on  September  twentieth. 


REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER-GENERAL   N.   B.  FORREST,  COM- 
JilANDING  CAVALRY. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORREST'S  CAVALRY  COMMAND,        ) 
DALTON,  GEORGIA,  October  22, 1863.  j 

Lieutenant- Colonel  George  W.  Brent,  A.  A.  Gen- 
eral Army  of  Tennessee : 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  action  at  Chickamauga  Creek 
on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo  ;  also  a 
brief  statement  of  its  movements  and  engage- 
ments prior  and  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  accompanying  it  with  the  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Pegram,  commanding  di- 
vision, and  Colonel  J.  L.  Scott,  commanding  bri- 
gade. No  report  from  Brigadier- General  Arm- 
strong, commanding  First  division  of  the  corps, 
has  been  received.  A  report  is  also  due  from 
Brigadier-General  Davidson,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  General  Pegram's  division  during  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga.  The  reports  of  both 
officers  would  no  doubt  have  been  furnished 
but  for  the  movements  in  the  East  Tennessee, 
and  afterwards  under  General  Wheeler  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  which  gave  no  time  or  opportu- 
nity to  make  them  out. 

On  the  nineteenth  ultimo  I  was  ordered  to  es- 
tablish my  headquarters  at  Dalton,  and  my  com- 


W.  PRESTON, 

Brigadier-General  commanding  Division. 

mand  was  located  and  disposed  of  as  follows  : 
Colonel  Hodges'  brigade  was  sent  on  the  Cleve- 
land and  Dalton  road  to  meet  the  enemy — then 
reported  at  Athens,  Tennessee,  and  advancing  ; 
Colonel  Scott's  brigade  was  ordered  to  Ring- 
gold,  Georgia,  to  watch  the  enemy  on  the  road 
from  Chattanooga  to  that  point ;  General  Peg- 
ram  was  left  at  or  near  Peavine  church,  and 
Brigadier-General  Armstrong's  division  was  lo- 
cated in  front  of  General  Cheatham's  infantry 
division,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road. 
I  retained  with  me  at  Dalton  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  men  of  General  Morgan's  command. 

The  reports  of  General  Pegram  and  Colonel 
Scott  sufficiently  detail  their  operations  prior  to 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  require  no  fur- 
ther comments  here. 

On  Thursday,  seventeenth  ultimo,  I  moved 
from  Dalton,  and  on  Friday  morning  from  Ring- 
gold  to  Peavine  Creek,  having  with  me  Morgan's 
men  (under  Lieutenan^Colonel  Martin)  and  my 
escort,  and  met  the  enemy's  cavalry  (Mintry's 
brigade)  at  Peavine  Creek.  Dismounting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Martin's  command,  and,  assisted 
by  Brigadier-General  B.  R.  Johnson's  command, 
the  enemy  were  driven  across  the  Chickamauga 
at  Reed's  Bridge,  at  which  point  I  was  joined 
by  General  Pegram's  division.  Crossing  the 
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creek  at  a  ford  above  the  bridge,  the  country 
was  scoured  for  a  mile  west  of  the  bridge.  Gen- 
eral Hood's  command  of  infantry  also  crossed 
the  Chickamauga  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
my  command  bivouacking  on  the  field  in  the 
rear  of  his  line,  near  Alexander's  Bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  or- 
dered to  move  with  my  command  down  the 
road  towards  Reed's  Bridge  and  develop  the 
enemy,  which  was  promptly  done,  and  their  ad- 
vance was  soon  engaged  at  the  steam  saw-mill 
near  that  point.  Finding  the  enemy  too  strong 
for  General  Pegram's  force,  I  dispatched  a  staff 
officer  to  Lieutenant-General  Folk's  quarters  for 
General  Armstrong's  division.  -He  could  only 
spare  DibrelTs  brigade,  which  arrived  shortly 
after  we  engaged  the  enemy,  was  speedily  dis- 
mounted and  formed,  and,  with  General  Peg- 
ram's division,  were  able  to  hold  position  until 
infantry  reinforcements  arrived,  the  first  brigade 
of  which,  under  Colonel  Wilson,  formed  on  my 
left,  advanced  in  gallant  style,  driving  the  enemy 
back  and  capturing  a  battery  of  artillery.  My 
dismounted  cavalry  advanced  with  them.  The 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  compelled  us  to 
give  back  until  reinforced  by  General  Ector's 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  were  again  driven 
back.  From  statements  of  prisoners  captured, 
the  enemy's  force  engaged  was  four  brigades  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry.  But  when  driven 
back  the  second  time,  with  the  loss  of  another 
battery,  their  full  force  was  developed,  and,  be- 
ing met  and  overpowered  by  vastly  superior 
numbers,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  our 
first  position.  A  cavalry  charge  was  made  to 
protect  the  infantry  as  they  retired,  which  they 
did  in  good  order,  though  with  loss.  We  cap- 
tured many  prisoners,  but  were  unable,  for  want 
of  horses,  to  bring  off  the  guns  captured  from 
the  enemy.  Until  the  arrival  of  Major-General 
Walker  (being  the  senior  officer  present),  I  as- 
sumed temporary  command  of  the  infantry,  and 
I  must  say  that  the  fighting  and  the  gallant 
charges  of  the  two  brigades  just  referred  to  ex- 
cited my  astonishment.  They  broke  the  ene- 
my's line,  and  could  not  be  halted  or  withdrawn 
until  nearly  surrounded.  We  fell  back,  fighting 
and  contesting  the  ground,  to  our  original  posi- 
tion, near  the  mill  on  the  Reed's  Bridge  road. 
General  Cheatham's  division  coming  up  and  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  drove  thein  for  some  dis- 
tance, but  was,  in  turn,  compelled  to  fall  back. 
Seeing  General  Maney's  brigade  hard  pressed 
and  retiring  before  the  enemy,  I  hastened  to  his 
relief  with  Freeman's  battery  of  six  pieces,  dis- 
mounting Colonel  Dibrell's  brigade  to  support 

it.     The  conduct  of  Major  John  R. ,  Chief 

of  Artillery,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  this 
battery,  on  this  occasion,  deserve  special  men- 
tion. They  kept  up  a  constant  and  destructive 
fire  upon  the  enemy  until  they  were  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  guns,  getting  off  the  field  with 
all  their  guns,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
horses.  They  were  gallantly  protected  by  Col- 
onel JDibrell  in  retiring,  who  fell  back  with  the 


line  of  infantry.  General  Armstrong,  having 
been  released  by  General  Polk,  arrived  with  his 
brigade  and  took  command  of  his  divison,  form- 
ing it,  and,  with  Pegram's  division,  holding  the 
road  to  Reed's  Bridge,  which  had  been  repaired 
during  the  day. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  I  received 
orders  to  move  up  and  keep  in  line  with  General 
Breckinridge's  division,  which  I  did,  dismount- 
ing all  of  General  Armstrong's  division,  except 
the  First  Tennessee  regiment,  of  McDonald's 
brigade,  holding  General  Pegram's  division  in 
reserve  on  my  right.  The  two  commands  of 
General  Armstrong's  division,  which  were 
mounted,  took  possesion  of  the  Lafayette  road, 
capturing  the  enemy's  hospitals  and  quite  a 
number  of  prisoners.  They  were  compelled  to 
fall  back,  as  the  enemy's  reserves,  under  General 
Granger,  advanced  upon  that  road.  Colonel 
Dibrell  fought  in  front,  with  the  infantry,  during 
that  day.  As  General  Granger  approached,  by 
shelling  his  command  and  manoeuvring  his 
troops,  he  was  detained  nearly  two  hours  and 
prevented  from  joining  the  main  force  until  late 
in  the  evening,  and  then  at  a  double-quick  and 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Freeman's  battery,  and 
a  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  borrowed  from 
General  Breckinridge.  After  Granger's  column 
had  vacated  the  road  in  front  of  me,  I  moved  my 
dismounted  men  rapidly  forward  and  took  pos- 
session from  the  Federal  Hospital  to  the  woods 
on  the  left,  through  which  the  infantry  was 
fighting  and  advancing-.  My  artillery  was  or- 
dered forward,  but,  before  it  could  reach  the 
woods  and  be  placed  in  position,  a  charge  was 
made  by  the  enemy,  the  infantry  line,  retreating 
in  confusion,  and  leaving  me  without  a  support, 
but  held  the  ground  long  enough  to  get  my  ar- 
tillery back  to  the  position  •  from  which  we 
shelled  Granger's  column,  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  advancing  column  with  fourteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  driving  them  back  and  terminating  on 
the  right  flank  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  This 
fire  was  at  short  range,  in  open  ground,  and  was 
to  the  enemy  very  destructive,  killing  two  col- 
onels and  many  other  officers  and  privates. 

It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  I  mention 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command.  General  Armstrong's  division 
fought  almost  entirely  on  foot,  always  up  and 
frequently  in  advance  of  the  infantry.  My  com- 
mand was  kept  on  the  field  during  the  night  of 
the  twentieth,  and  men  and  horses  suffered 
greatly  for  want  of  water.  The  men  were  with- 
out rations  and  the  horses  had  only  received  a 
partial  feed  once  during  the  two  days'  engage- 
ment. 

On  Monday  morning  I  moved  forward  on  the 
Lafayette  road  towards  Chattanooga,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  arms.  The  latter  were  col- 
lected as  far  as  practicable  and  sent  to  the  rear, 
using  for  that  purpose  several  wagons  and  am- 
bulances captured  from  the  retreating  enemy  or 
abandoned  or  left  by  them.  On  taking  posses- 
sion of  Mission  Ridge,  one  mile  or  thereabouts 
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from  Rossville,  we  found  the  enemy  fortifying 
the  gap  ;  dismounted  Colonel  Dibrell's  regiment, 
under  command  of  Captain  McGunns,  and  at- 
tacked them,  but  found  the  force  too  large  to 
dislodge  them.  On  the  arrival  of  my  artillery, 
it  opened  en  and  fought  them  for  several  hours, 
but  could  not  move  them. 

We  held  possession  of  the  ridge  during  the 
night,  and  on  Tuesday  moved  down  from  Mis- 
sion Ridge  into  the  Chattanooga  Valley,  driving 
the  enemy  into  the  woods,  and  advancing  on 
the  Lafayette  road  beyond  Watkins'  farm,  and 
holding  position  there  until  the  arrival  of  Ker- 
shaw's  brigade.  My  command  was  kept  in  line 
of  battle  during  the  night  at  Silrey's  Ford,  on 
the  Tennessee  River. 

On  Wednesday  twenty-third,  with  McDonald's 
battalion,  I  gained  the  point  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain. My  troops,  being  gradually  relieved  by 
infantry,  were  ordered  to  the  rear,  and  went 
into  camp  at  and  near  Bird's  Mills,  with  orders 
issued  to  cook  up  rations  and  shoe  the  horses 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  twenty-fifth,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  with  my  entire  command 
to  meet  the  forces  of  Burnside  at  or  near  Harri- 
son, which  order  was  immediately  obeyed. 
Having  proceeded  as  far  as  Chattanooga  Station, 
a  second  courier  came  up  with  an.  order  to  pro- 
ceed via  Cleveland  to  Charleston  and  disperse 
the  enemy  at  that  place,  and,  if  necessary,  to 

cross  the  River.  I  reached  Cleveland 

that  night,  and  went  to  Charleston  next  morn- 
ing ;  found  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  I  moved  up  my  artillery,  and  after  a 
sharp  cannonading,  drove  them  off  and  threw 
my  cavalry  across  the  river.  From  prisoners 
captured,  found  the  force  opposite  Charleston, 
and  retreating,  was  a  mounted  brigade  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Byrd.  Learning  also  that 
Wolford's  Federal  cavalry  was  encamped  at 
Cedar  Springs,  three  miles  from  Athens,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  follow,  which  was  done 
rapidly,  fighting  them  repeatedly  and  driving 
them  before  us.  Their  last  stand  was  made  at 
Philadelphia,  when  Wolford's  brigade  was  put 
to  flight  by  the  advance  of  Armstrong's  division, 
under  Colonel  Dibrell.  Receiving  orders  to 
return  at  once,  I  withdrew  my  command  back 
to  Charleston,  ordering  General  Davidson,  with 
his  division,  and  General  Armstrong,  with  his 
brigade,  to  report  to  General  Wheeler  at  Cotton 
Port  Ferry.  Our  loss  in  the  expedition  to  East 
Tennessee  was  four  men  wounded  and  two  cap- 
tured. We  killed  and  wounded  about  twenty 
of  the  enemy,  and  sent  one  hundred  and  twenty 
prisoners  to  Daltori. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  pay  a  just 
tribute  to  my  officers  and.  men  for  their  gallantry 
and  uncomplaining  endurance  of  all  the  fatigues 
and  dangers  incident  to  the  movements  and  en- 
gagements set  forth  in  this  report.  The  charges 
made  by  Armstrong's  division  (while  fighting  on 
foot)  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  would  be 
creditable  to  the  best  drilled  infantry.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  have,  as  on  many  previous 


occasions,  discharged  all  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

your  obedient  servant, 
N.  B.  FORREST, 

Brigadier  General  commanding. 

P.  S. — As  soon  as  official  reports  can  be  ob- 
tained from  General  Armstrong's  and  General 
Davidson's   divisions  they  will  be  forwarded. 
Our  losses  cannot  at  present  be  estimated. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

N.  B.  FORREST. 

REPORT   OP   BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JOHN   PEGRAM,   COM- 
MANDING CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION,         ") 
NEAR  CHICKAMAUGA  STATION,  September  24,  1863.  j" 

To  Major  J.  P.  Strange,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Forrest's  Cavalry  Corps : 
MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  recent 
combats  of  my  command  with  the  enemy : 

The  first  of  these  occurred  near  Graysville,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  when,  being  out  on  a  recon- 
noissance  with  the  Sixth  Georgia  cavalry  (Colonel 
Hart),  it  was  reported  the  enemy  had  thrown 
himself  between  Colonel  Scott  and  myself. 
Deeming  the  opening  of  communication  with 
Scott  most  important,  I  ordered  Colonel  Hart  to 
charge  the  enemy  with  two  companies  of  his 
command.  This  he  most  gallantly  did,  and 
brought  out  fifty-nine  prisoners — being  the 
skirmishers  of  Palmer's  division — from  within 
sight  of  the  masses  of  the  enemy.  The  second 
engagement  with  the  enemy  was  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  near  Leet's  tan-yard,  where  we  fought 
for  two  hours  Wilder 's  lightning  brigade  of 
mounted  infantry.  My  force  engaged  in  this 
fight  was  the  Sixth  Georgia  and  Rucker's  legion. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  pay  too  high  a  tribute 
to  the  daring  gallantry  of  my  small  force  in  this 
unequal  conflict  with  the  picked  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Crittenden's  corps.  For  a  time  the  fight  was 
almost  literally  hand  to  hand.  I  was  forced  back 
only  about  four  hundred  yards,  which  point  I 
held  during  the  night.  My  loss  in  this  fight  was 
fifty  killed  and  wounded,  numbering  some  of 
my  most  valuable  young  officers.  A  correct  list 
of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  forwarded.  Our 
next  meeting  with  the  foe  was  on  Saturday,  the 
nineteenth  instant,  on  the  memorable  field  of 
"  the  Chickamauga."  Brigadier-General  David- 
son, having  reported  for  duty,  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  my  old  brigade.  He  was 
ordered  to  take  position  near  Reed's  saw  mill. 
Before  reaching  it,  he  met  and  drove  before  him 
the  enemy's  pickets,  capturing  a  few  of  them. 
Some  time  after  this  skirmish,  whilst  General 
Forrest  and  I  were  in  front  examining  the  roads, 
General  Davidson  was  attacked  suddenly  upon 
his  left.  Hurrying  back,  I  found  it  somewhat 
difficult;  aided  by  General  Davidson  and  all  my 
officers,  to  get  the  command  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion to  repel  the  fierce  attacks  of  the  enemy's 
infantry.  All  the  available  force  was  soon,  how- 
ever, well  posted,  under  the  general  direction  of 
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General  Forrest.  It  became  at  once  apparent  to 
all  that  we  were  fighting  overpowering  numbers. 
General  Forrest,  having  sent  several  messages 
for  the  infantry  to  come  up,  finally  went  for  them 
himself,  ordering  me  to  hold  the  position  unti] 
their  arrival.  In  obeying  this  order,  our  loss  was 
about  one-fourth  of  the  command,  including  sev- 
eral officers.  Nearly  every  colonel  of  the  bri- 
gade had  a  horse  shot  under  him.  Although  the 
highest  praise  is  due  to  all  the  gallant  men 
engaged  in  this  (for  cavalry)  remarkable  fight, 
must  not  omit  mentioning  particularly  Colonel 
Goode,  of  the  Tenth  Confederate  cavalry,  whose 
horse  was  shot,  and  Captain  Arnold,  Sixteenth 
battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  who  was  badly 
wounded.  Our  next  engagement  with  the  enemy 
was  with  Colonel  Minty's  brigade  mounted  infan- 
try, being  a  part  of  the  rear-guard  of  General 
Eosecrans'  army.  After  driving  his  skirmishers 
for  more  than  a  mile,  we  found  him  strongly  post- 
ed on  Missionary  Ridge.  We  drove  him  from 
one  fine  position,  but  were  unable  to  dislodge 
him  from  the  summit ;  from  which,  however,  he 
retired  during  the  night.  In  holding  the  ground 
gained,  my  command  was  subjected  to  a  heavy 
fire  of  canister  at  three  hundred  yards  range. 
Both  General  Davidson  and  Colonel  Scott  lost 
several  men,  among  whom,  I  regret  to  say,  was 
the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fain,  of  the  Sixth 
Georgia,  badly  wounded.  The  steadfastness 
with  which  both  brigades  bore  this  artillevy  fire 
was  admirable  in  the  extreme,  especially  as 
evincing  the  discipline  of  the  men.  General 
Davidson  again  met  the  enemy  on  the  twenty- 
second,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  Harrison  road. 
With  a  part  of  his  brigade  he  attacked  and 
routed  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  took  a 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  &c.,  and  was  pre- 
vented from  capturing  the  brigade  entire  only  by 
a  mistake  of  one  of  his  own  regiments,  which 
fired  upon  the  portion  headed  by  himself. 

It  will^be  observed  that  my  report  is  confined 
to  the  operations  of  the  brigade  lately  com- 
manded by  myself.  This  is  because  the  other 
brigades  of  the  division  have,  in  the  exigencies 
of  the  service,  been  separated  from  me.  For 
Colonel  Scott's  operations,  I  refer  you  to  his  re- 
port, herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PEGRAM, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Division  Cavalry. 

N.  B. — General  Davidson  will  furnish  you,  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  with  a  complete  list  of 
the  casualties  and  captured  property. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  PEGRAM, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT   OF   COLONEL  J.    L.    SCOTT,  COMMANDING  CAV- 
ALRY BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  SCOTT'S  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  1 
CQICKAMAUGA,  September  24, 1863.     j" 

Major  A.  R.  H.  Ransom,  A.  A.  A.  G.  Pegram' s 

Division  of  Cavalry : 

MAJOR  :  In  accordance  "with  orders  from  Brig- 


adier-General Pegram,  I  herewith  forward  my 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  dur- 
ing the  recent  active  operations  of  this  army. 
After  covering  the  evacuation  of  East  Tennes- 
see, and  removing  all  stores  on  the  lines  of  rail- 
road as  far  as  Ringgold,  Georgia,  I  reported 
to  General  Pegram,  on  the  Chattanooga  and  La- 
fayette road.  On  the  eleventh  instant,  under 
orders  from  General  Forrest,  I  proceeded  to 
Ringgold,  where  I  encountered  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  General  Crittenden's  corps,  and,  after 
a  sharp  skirmish,  fell  back  towards  Dal  ton,  to  a 
strong  position,  which  I  held  for  -two  hours. 
Forced  from  it,  I  retreated  slowly  on  to  Tunnel 
Hill,  fighting  the  enemy  at  every  available  point 
until  night,  when  reinforcements  from  the  com- 
mand of  General  Forrest,  who  had  been  present 
during  tke  day  directing  the  movements,  ar- 
rived. The  next  morning  the  enemy  retired, 
and,  following  them,  I  skirmished  heavily  with 
their  rear,  on  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  instant, 
as  far  as  the  Lafayette  road,  near  Leet's  Tan- 
yard. 

On  the  fourteenth,  under  orders  from  General 
Forrest,  I  returned  to  Ringgold,  and  remained 
near  that  place  until  the  evening  of  the  seven 
teenth  instant,  when  the  enemy  again  advanced 
upon  Ringgold  from  the  direction  of  Graysville. 
I  marched  out  to  meet  them  and  drove  them 
back.  That  night  the  enemy  encamped  about 
five  miles  from  Ringgold,  on  the  Chattanooga 
road,  with  four  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of 
cavalry,  and  a  battery.  About  midnight,  with 
four  companies  of  the  Second  Tennessee  cavalry 
and  one  piece  of  artillery,  I  surprised  their 
camp,  throwing  the  whole  force  into  confusion. 
After  a  sharp  fight,  I  retired  to  my  camp  at  Ring- 
gold,  the  enemy  not  following. 

On  the  eighteenth,  by  command  of  General 
Pegram,  I  proceeded  to  Red  House,  nine  miles 
from  Chattanooga,  and  drove  in  the  advance  of 
the  enemy's  reserve  corps  under  General  Gran- 
ger. On  the  nineteenth  I  marched  and  engaged 
the  enemy,  seven  regiments  of  infantry  and  a 
battery,  with  two  hundred  men  from  my  com- 
mand, composed  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Ten- 
nessee, First  Louisiana,  the  detachment  of  Mor- 
gan's command,  and  the  Louisiana  battery  of  two 
rifle  pieces  and  two  mountain  howitzers.  After 
a  fierce  engagement  of  several  hours,  during 
which  I  drove  the  enemy  more  than  two  miles 
and  disabled  one  of  their  guns,  my  ammunition 
failing,  I  withdrew  to  my  camp  at  the  creek,  the 
enemy  too  much  exhausted  to  pursue.  On  the 
twenty-first,  I  held  the  left  of  the  road  in  General 
Pegram's  attack  upon  Missionary  Hill,  and  on  the 
twenty-second,  under  orders  from  Major-General 
Dheatham.  I  proceeded  on  his  right,  and,  cross- 
ing Missionary  Ridge,  descended  in  the  valley 
to  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  about 
three  miles  from  Chattanooga.  Here  I  encoun- 
tered the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  infantry,  and  drove 
them,  in  confusion,  into  Chattanooga.  Follow- 
ing up,  I  attacked  the  enemy  in  his  intrench- 
ments,  and  drove  them  from  their  first  line  of 
rifle-pits.  Night  coming  on,  General  Pegram 
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ordered  me  to  withdraw  my  command  to  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  and  on  the  next  morning  to 
this  place. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
but,  from  all  information  obtained,  their  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  nineteenth  amounted 
to  over  one  hundred,  besides  one  of  General 
Whittaker's  staff  officers  and  seven  privates 
prisoners.  My  entire  prisoners  amount  to  four 
commissioned  officers  and  thirty  privates.  On 
the  twenty-second  I  captured  about  seventy-five 
fine  rifles  for  my  unarmed  men. 

My  own  loss  foots  up  as  follows :  In  the  Sec- 
cond  Tennessee — Killed:  officers, two.;  privates, 
three.  Wounded :  officers,  one  ;  men,  thirteen. 
In  the  Fifth  Tennessee  cavalry — KiUed  :  men, 
two.  Wounded:  officers, two;  privates, twelve. 
In  the  detachment  of  General  Morgan's  com- 
mand— Killed:  three  men.  Wounded:  officers, 
one ;  men,  six.  *In  the  First  Louisiana,  one  man 
wounded ;  and  in  the  Louisiana  battery,  three 
men  wounded  and  fifteen  horses  killed.  Total 
killed,  two  officers  and  eight  men.  Wounded : 
officers,  four ;  men,  thirty-five.  Total  loss,  forty- 
nine. 

Of  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly.  All  displayed  the  ut- 
most bravery  and  gallantry.  When  every  one 
did  so  well,  it  is  impossible  to  particularize  in- 
dividual instances  of  gallantry,  but  in  the  death 
of  Captain  Ford  and  Lieutenant  Crozier,  Second 
Tennessee  cavalry,  I  have  lost  two  brave  and 
gallant  officers,  whose  places  it  will  be  most 
difficult  to  fill. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  SCOTT, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade  of  Cavalry. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL   B.   R.  JOHNSON,  COM- 
MANDING DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  CHATTANOOGA,  October  24,  1863. 

Major-General  Sellers,  Assistant  AdjutantrGen- 

eral: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division  un- 
der my  command  in  the  action  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga : 

At  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  September  eighteenth, 
1863,  four  brigades  and  three  batteries  of  artil- 
lery from  Catoosa  Station,  and  vicinity  of  Ring- 
gold,  Georgia,  moved,  under  my  command,  with 
orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee,  to 
proceed  via  Pleasant  Grove  Church  to  Leefs 
Tan-yard.  Law's  brigade,  under  Colonel  Shef- 
field, not  having  cooked  its  rations,  was  ordered 
to  do  so,  and  follow  as  promptly  as  possible. 
Benning's  brigade  was  left,  in  compliance  with 
orders,  to  guard  the  depot  at  Ringgold.  My 
command  then  consisted  of  the  following  bri- 
gades, which  moved  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  named,  viz. :  Johnson's,  McNair's,  Gregg's, 
and  Robertson's,  with  batteries,  Everett's,  Cul- 
peper's,  and  Bledsoete,  in  the  centre,  and  trains 
in  rear  of  their  respective  brigades.  The  head 
of  the  column  had  not  proceeded  more  than  three 


miles  on  the  road  when  a  dispatch  was  received 
from  Colonel  Brent,  headquarters  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, directing  me,  with  the  forces  under  my 
command,  to  retrace  my  steps  to  the  vicinity  of 
Ringgold,  and  there  to  take  the  direct  road  to 
Reed's  Bridge  and  to  make  a  lodgment  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Chickamauga,  Forrest's  cavalry  cov- 
ering the  front  and  right  flanks  of  my  column 
on  the  march  from  Ringgold.  The  command 
was  promptly  put  on  the  new  line  of  march, 
and  soon  after  I  received  orders  and  the  plan  of 
operations,  by  which  I  was  directed,  as  com- 
mander o£  the  right  column  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, to  attack  the  enemy  in  my  front,  in 
whatever  force  I  might  find  them,  and,  after 
crossing  Reed's  Bridge,  to  turn  to  the  left  by 
the  most  practicable  route  and  sweep  up  the 
Chickamauga,  toward  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
while  Major-Generals  Walker  and  Buckner, 
crossing  at  Alexander's  Bridge  and  Ledford's 
Ford,  were  directed  to  join  in  my  movement. 
The  orders  and  plans  of  operations  indicated 
that  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  wing  was 
expected  to  be  initiated  by  the  column  under 
my  command. 

About  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  in  compliance  with 
orders  previously  received,  I  halted  tfye  column 
near  Kuler's  Mill,  on  the  Graysville  and  Lafay- 
ette road,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  former 
place.  Captain  Thompson,  Assistant  Chief  of 
Artillery  of  General  Bragg's  staff,  reported  to 
me  at  this  point,  with  orders  to  move  forward 
immediately,  and  through  him  my  arrival  and 
the  hour  thereof  was  reported  to  headquarters 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

Being  informed  by  citizens  that  the  enemy 
were  about  one  mile  in  advance,  I  formed  a  line 
of  battle  along  the  road — McNair's,  Johnson's, 
and  Gregg's  brigades  in  front,  batteries  in  posi- 
tion, and  Robertson's  brigade  in  reserve.  While 
forming  the  line,  Brigadier-General  Forrest  join- 
ed me  with  his  escort,  and  proceeded  to  the  front 
to  develop  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
soon  skirmishing  with  them.  Just  as  my  line 
was  formed,  Major  Robertson  came  up  from  the 
direction  of  Lafayette  and  reported  to  me,  with 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.  My  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front  was  now  promptly  advanced  to  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  which  offered  some  obstructions  to 
regular  movements,  and  caused  some  delay  in 
crossing  the  troops.  Captain  McDonald,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  opened  fire 
with  his  company  upon  the  enemy's  pickets, 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  yards  west  of  the 
creek,  and  repulsed  a  charge  ot  their  reserve, 
which  was  made  down  the  road  to  the  creek. 
Major  Robertson  placed  some  four  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery from  his  own  command  and  a -section  of 
Everett's  battery  in  position,  and  opened  upon 
the  enemy,  part  of  whom  were  dismounted, 
driving  them  back,  with  a  section  of  artillery, 
which  they  had  posted  in  good  position.  As 
soon  as  the  command  could  cross  the  creek,  the 
line,  preserving  its  formation,  with  Robertson's 
brigade  supporting,  McNair's  on  the  right, 
was  pressed  forward  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  dis- 
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lodging  the  enemy  from  a  second  position.  The 
cavalry,  on  the  right,  kept  up  the  skirmishing 
during  the  ascent.  We  found  in  front  of  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  three  Yankees 
killed  and  one  mortally  wounded.  It  was  now 
ascertained  that  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of 
three  or  four  regiments  of  mounted  men.  Press- 
ing down  the  western  declivity  of  this  hill,  the 
enemy  were  again  found  in  position  at  Reed's 
Bridge,  over  which  they  had  passed. 

The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  becoming  engaged,  the  whole  reg- 
iment, supported  by  the  brigade,  charged,  with 
a  shout  and  run,  and  drove  off  the  Yankees  be- 
fore they  could  destroy  the  bridge.  The  twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiment  here  had  five  men 
wounded.  After  our  skirmishers  and  some  of 
the  regiments  had  passed,  the  enemy  opened  a 
battery  on  the  bridge,  which  was  silenced  by  a 
section  of  Bledsoe's  artiUery. 

Lieutenant  Hastings,  of  the  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  was  wounded  at  the  bridge  by 
the  enemy's  artillery. 

My  command  commenced  crossing  the  Chick- 
amauga  about  three  o'clock  p.  M.  Major-General 
Hood  having  appeared  in  the  column,  1  reported 
to  him,  and  submitted  to  him  my  orders  just 
before  passing  the  bridge,  in  person.  Hav- 
ing crossed  the  Chickamauga,  partly  by  the 
bridge  and  partly  by  the  ford  above  the  bridge, 
by  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  command  advanced  to 
Jay's  steam  saw-mill,  about  one  mile  west  of 
Reed's  Bridge,  where  there  are  two  roads  lead- 
ing to  Alexander's  Bridge.  I  ordered  the  for- 
mation to  be  preserved,  and  the  line  of  battle, 
extending  across  the  right  hand  or  western 
road,  to  move  forward. 

General  Hood,  however,  here  took  command, 
and  directed  one  regiment  of  Gregg's  brigade 
to  be  marched  in  line  of  battle,  extending  across 
the  left  hand. or  eastern  road,  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  command  to  be  moved  in  the 
rear  along  that  road  in  column  of  companies. 
Marching  in  this  order,  we  proceeded  rapidly 
past  a  burning  house  near  Alexander's  Ford, 
penetrating  between  the  enemy  and  the  Chicka- 
mauga to  a  point  nearly  opposite  their  centre, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  steam  saw- 
mill, and  about  one  mile  west  of  Dalton's  Ford, 
when,  in  the  darkness  of  the  evening,  the  skir- 
mishers at  the  head  of  the  column  became  en- 
and  Gregg's  brigade  was  immediately 
jployed  under  a  sharp  fire,  which  wounded 
three  men,  one  (First  Sergeant  Company  D, 
Seventh  Texas  regiment)  mortally.  McNair's 
and  Johnson's  brigades  were  immediately  de- 
ployed, facing  southwest,  and  supporting  Gregg's 
brigade.  Robertson's  brigade  formed  a  line 
near  the  wagon  train  in  rear,  facing  north-west, 
while  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  remained  as  rear-guard  of 
the  train.  Our  front  line  was  now  about  eight 
hundred  yards  from  Vinyard's  house,  on  the 
road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill.  The  whole  Yankee  army  was  in  our  front 
— mainly  at  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill — on  our  right 


flank  and  rear ;  while  our  army  was  still  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Chickamauga.  My  command 
was  the  first  to  cross  this  stream,  and  none  of 
our  troops  crossed  at  any  point  until  our  column 
had  swept  the  west  bank  in  front  of  their  re- 
spective places  of  crossing.  One-third  of  our 
forces  was  required  to  remain  awake  during  the 
night,  and  the  rest  slept  upon  their  arms. 

Obstructions  to  cavalry  were  hastily  placed 
in  our  front,  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the 
field  east  of  Vinyard's  house,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  in  front  of  our  left  flank,  and  scouts 
were  sent  out  nearly  to  the  road  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill. 

September  nineteenth,  1863.  On  making  an 
examination  of  our  position,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  discovered  that  our  skirmishers  were 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  General 
Preston's  division,  which  had  crossed  the  Chicka- 
mauga at  Dalton's  Ford  during  the  night,  that 
our  line  was  in  front  and  nearly  perpendicular 
to  his,  and  that  most  of  our  army  had  crossed 
at  points  lower  down,  placing  our  column  near 
the  left  of  our  army.  Major  Robertson,  with 
his  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  was  now  detached 
from  my  command,  and  Robertson's  brigade 
was  united  with  the  other  brigades  of  Hood's 
division,  under  Brigadier-General  Law,  which 
had  come  up  during  the  night,  leaving  three 
brigades  under  my  command  ;  these  two  divis- 
ions were  placed  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Hood. 

Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  about  seven 
o'clock  A.  M.,  in  a  curve  around  the  crest  of  an 
elevation  in  the  woods,  about  one  thousand 
yards  east  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill  road.  My  right  brigade  faced  nearly 
west,  and  my  left  brigade  about  south-west.  In 
my  division,  Johnson's  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  John  S.  Fulton,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  was  placed  on  the  right,  Gregg's 
brigade  on  the  left,  and  McNair's  brigade  in 
reserve,  in  rear  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Everett's 
battery  was  posted  in  position  on  the  right  of 
Johnson's  brigade,  and  Bledsoe's  First  Missouri 
battery  on  the  right  of  Gregg's  brigade.  Cap- 
tain Culpeper's  three  guns  were  held  in  reserve 
in  rear  of  McNair's  brigade.  Law's  division 
was  posted  on  my  right  and  Preston's  on  my  left, 
a  little  retired,  so  that  the  left  of  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade, 
was  thrown  back  with  a  view  to  form  a  con- 
nection which  was  never  regularly  made.  The 
fighting  commenced  on  the  right  of  our  army, 
about  a  half  a  mile  north-west  of  the  burnt 
house,  near  Alexander's  Bridge.  The  first  gun 
was  fired  at  half-past  seven  A.  M. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  enemy  in  my 
front  advanced  and  drove  in  my  skirmishers.  I 
ordered  Bledsoe's  and  Everett's  batteries  to  open 
fire,  and  Culpeper's  battery  was  brought  into 
action  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade.  These 
guns  all  fired  in  a  direction  bearing  towards 
Vinyard's  house,  from  wliich  direction  the 
attack  seemed  to  come.  The  right  of  Gregg's 
and  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigades  repulsed  the 
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attack  in  that  vicinity,  but  the  engagement  still 
continued  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade,  where 
the  left  regiments  were  suffering  severely.  The 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment  lost  twelve  killed 
and  forty-five  wounded  before  it  moved  from  its 
position.  About  half-past  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  by 
direction  of  Major-General  Hood,having  instruct- 
ed my  artillery  to  move  with  the  infantry,  and  to 
come  into  action  whenever  opportunity  per- 
mitted, particularly  cautioned  my  command  to 
preserve  its  connections,  to  wheel  slowly  and  to 
touch  to  the  right,  I  ordered  the  division  to  ad- 
vance and  engage  the  enemy.  This  movement 
did  not  extend  to  the  division  on  my  left.  In 
front  of  Gregg's  brigade  the  woods  presented  a 
thick  undergrowth,  in  which  that  brigade  at 
once  becoming  hotly  engaged,  its  progress  was 
impeded,  while  Johnson's  brigade  advanced 
some  six  hundred  yards  before  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  it.  The  artillery  advanced 
and  fired  by  section,  keeping  well  up  with 
the  infantry.  Gregg's  brigade  advanced  some 
three  hundred  yards,  obliquing  in  endeavor- 
ing, under  fire,  to  keep  the  connection  to  the 
right.  The  connection,  however,  was  broken 
in  the  thick  woods,  between  the  Second  and 
Third  battalions,  the  two  right  regiments  pre- 
serving their  connection  with  the  line  on  their 
right,  and  wheeling  with  it  to  the  right ;  the 
Third  and  Fourth  regiments,  advancing  less 
obliquely,  faced  more  to  the  south,  while  the 
left  regiment  of  that  brigade,  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  under  Colonel  Suggs,  moved 
more  directly  to  its  front,  which  was  in  a  south- 
ern direction,  owing  to  the  left  having  been 
thrown  back  to  connect  with  Preston's  division, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  stretched  out  to  the 
right,  just  north  of  Vinyard's  fields,  to  cover  the 
increasing  interval,  until  nearly  the  whole  regi- 
ment was  deployed  in  open  order  as  skirmish- 
ers. This  movement  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee 
regiment  was  induced  by  the  heavy  attack  of 
the  enemy  on  that  flank  ;  but  it  did  not  succeed 
in  preserving  the  connection,  and  it  became 
separated  from  the  brigade.  In  this  condition, 
the  brigade  fought  gallantly  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  all  along  its  broken  line  and  inflicted 
heavy  losses  on  the  enemy. 

Two  regiments  of  McNair's  brigade,  the 
Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Coleman,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas 
regiment,  under  Lieutenani>Colonel  Hupstalder, 
were  sent  forward  between  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  brigade  to  which  it 
belongs.  These  two  regiments  came  up  to  the 
left  of  the  Seventh  Texas  regiment,  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  about  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of 
the  position  from  which  my  line  had  moved, 
and  advanced  gallantly  to  the  road  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  north  of  Vin- 
yard's farm,  and  left  still  a  wide  interval  on  the 
right  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  which 
regiment  continued  to  present  an  extended  line 
and  to  fight  gallantly  and  persistently  the  hea^vy 
forces  in  front,  while  its  ranks  were  being  con- 
tinually thinned.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of 


Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty -ninth  North  Caro- 
lina regiment,  forwarded  herewith,  that  the  two 
regiments  from  Gregg's  brigade  drove  the  enemy 
in  rapid  flight  across  the  Chattanooga  road,  and 
passed  a  small  house  in  a  corn  field  west  of  the 
road,  and  north  of  Vinyard's  house ;  and  that 
here,  though  the  enemy  in  their  front  were  in 
flight  and  broken,  those  regiments  feh\  back  for 
want  of  support,  and  on  account  of  reinforce- 
ment received  by  the  enemy,  and  a  flank  fire  on 
the  left. 

In  the  meantime,  the  brigade  of  Brigadier- 
General  Robertson,  of  Hood's  division,  was 
brought  up  and  advanced  on  the  right  of  the 
Fiftieth'  Tennessee  regiment,  which  now  con- 
tracted its  line  and  concentrated  its  fire  upon  the 
enemy  on  the  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Vinyard's. 
Under  the  spirited  charge  and  heavy  fire  of 
Robertson's  brigade,  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  some  distance.  The  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade will  be  more  properly  reported  by  its 
division  commander.  It  wih1,  however,  be  proper 
for  me  to  state  that,  during  a  halt,  before  Robert- 
son's brigade  reached  the  Chattanooga  road, 
Brigadier-General  Gregg  rode  out  in  front  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position.  He  very  soon 
found  himself  near  the  enemy's  line,  $nd  was 
suddenly  halted  by  the  Yankee  skirmishers. 
Turning  his  horse  to  ride  back  to  the  rear,  he 
was  shot  through  the  neck.  Having  fallen  from 
his  horse,  the  Yankees  proceeded  to  take  from 
his  person  his  spurs  and  sword,  when  Robert- 
son's brigade  charged  forward  and  recovered 
possesion  of  him  and  his  horse. 

Brigadier-General  Gregg  deserves  special  com- 
mendation for  his  gallantry  and  activity  on  the 
field.  The  brigade  which  he  commanded  is  an 
excellent  one,  and  is  commanded  by  a  worthy 
and  able  officer. 

Colonel  Suggs,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, also  merits  particular  notice  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  from  time  to  time  disposed  his 
regiment  and  protected  our  flank,  which  was 
necessarily  exposed  in  our  advance,  as  the  move- 
ment did  not  extend  to  the  division  on  our  left. 
While  these  operations  were  going  on  in  my  left 
brigade,  the  right  one,  Johnson's,  with  which 
the  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel James  D.  Tillman,  and  the  Third 
Tennessee  regiment,  under  Colonel  C.  H.  Walker, 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  preserved  their  connection, 
having  advanced  some  six  hundred  yards,  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  in- 
fantry and  became  hotly  engaged.  The  enemy 
were  posted  upon  Arising  ground.  A  battery 
swept  our  ranks  with  grape-shot,  while  their 
infantry  delivered  heavy  volleys  from  small 
arms.  The  contest  continued  here  nearly  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy,  after  a  stubborn  resist- 
ance, gradually  retired  to  an  open  woods,  be- 
yond the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill ;  approaching  the  road,  a  part  of 
the  brigade  halted  and  poured  its  fire  into  the 
enemy's  ranks,  now  in  full  view,  two  hundred 
yards  in  front ;  again  advanced,  crossed  the 
road,  gained  the  cover  of  the  woods  on  the  left 
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of  the  field  in  which  the  enemy's  battery  was 
posted,  a  clearing,  with  inclosure  intervening. 
The  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  B.  Snowden,  and  part  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  now  wheeled 
to  the  right,  moved  on  the  flank  of  the  battery, 
gained  the  cover  of  a  fence  north  of  the  clear- 
ing, poured  into  it  a  few  volleys,  charged  and 
captured  the  battery.  This  was  well  and  gal- 
lantly done,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Snowden, 
with  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
deserve  especial  consideration  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  movement  was  accomplished.  The 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  save  about  one-third 
of  the  right  regiment,  now  crossed  the  road. 
The  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  left  regiment, 
had  moved  about  two  hundred  yards  beyond  it, 
and  the  Third  and  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiments 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  which  had  continued  to  move 
with  Johnson's  brigade,  had  advanced  some- 
what farther,  when  the  enemy,  marching  by  the 
flank,  suddenly  appeared  on  the  left  and  rear  of 
the  last  two  regiments.  Colonel  Walker,  of  the 
Third  Tennessee  regiment,  on  discovering  this 
movement,  faced  his  regiment  by  the  rear  rank 
and  moved  back  across  the  road,  while  Colonel 
Tillman  hastened  to  communicate  the  knowledge 
of  the  movement  to  Colonel  Fulton,  commanding 
Johnson's  brigade.  The  movement  of  the  enemy 
down  the  Chattanooga  road  was  so  prompt,  that 
they  penetrated  our  line  on  the  left  of  Johnson's 
brigade,  filed  off  to  the  left  and  fired  a  volley 
into  its  rear.  This  brigade  now  moved  by  one 
impulse  to  the  right  and  fell  back  to  the  east  of 
the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill,  leaving  eleven  officers  (including  Major 
Davis,  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment), 
sixty  men,  and  the  captured  battery,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime  the  Third 
and  Forty-first  regiments  Tennessee  volunteers, 
which  were  falling  to  the  rear,  were  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore,  my  Aid- 
de-Camp,  who  was  on  duty  in  that  part  of  the 
field  and  discovered  this  movement  of  the  ene- 
my, and,  by  his  instruction,  charged  the  column 
which  had  so  suddenly  appeared  in  our  rear  and 
drove  it  back.  Colonel  Walker  now  placed  these 
regiments  diagonally  across  the  road,  the  right 
advanced,  facing  the  enemy,  in  which  position 
I  ordered  him  to  remain  for  a  time.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  have  encountered  a  portion  of 
McCook's  corps  of  the  Federal  army,  moving  to 
support  their  left.  Our  scouts  thrown  out  in 
front  of  our  skirmishers,  and  my  Brigade  In- 
spector, Lieutenant  Black,  after  a  personal  recon- 
noissance,  had  previously  reported  the  enemy 
moving  artillery  and  infantry  in  that  direction. 
With  the  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  still  in 
vicinity  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  this  ad- 
vance of  my  division,  unsupported  by  any  move- 
ment on  my  left,  was  pushed  quite  as  far  as  was 
judicious. 

Finding  my  line  now,  about  sunset,  quite  ir- 
regular in  its  formation,  I  proceeded  immediately 
to  re-form  it,  in  the  woods,  about  six  hundred 
yards  east  of  the  road  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee 


and  Gordon's  Mill,  when,  by  order  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Hood,  temporary  breastworks  of  timber 
were  put  up  along  the  line,  behind  which  my 
command  rested  during  the  night,  with  skirmish- 
ers thrown  out  to  the  road.  During  this  brief 
engagement,  the  loss  of  the  division  was  quite 
heavy.  The  Third  Tennessee  regiment  reports 
twelve  men  killed  ana*  forty-five  wounded  before 
it  was  ordered  to  advance.  The  Seventh  Texas 
regiment  had. several  killed  and  wounded  at  the 
same  time.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  W. 
Beaumont,  well  and  honorably  known  in  civil 
as  well  as  military  life,  Captain  Williams  and 
two  other  company  officers  of  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  were  killed,  seven  officers 
wounded  and  one  missing,  while  it  lost  heavily 
in  men.  The  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment 
had  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  L.  McEwing,  Jr., 
commanding  (a  gallant  and  able  officer,  who  has 
rendered  faithful  and  efficient  service  in  our 
army)  and  five  company  officers  wounded,  one 
(Captain  Samuel  Jackson)  mortally.  It  lost  about 
fifty  men  wounded  and  six  killed,  one  of  whom 
(Sergeant  T.  A.  Johnson)  was  particularly  distin- 
guished for  gallantry.  The  command  of  this 
regiment  now  devolved  upon  Major  G.  M.  Craw- 
ford. The  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment  had 
one  officer  killed  and  two  officers  and  twenty 
men  wounded.  Colonel  N.  B.  Granbury,  of  the 
Seventh  Texas,  Major  S.  H.  Colmes,  of  the  First 
Tennessee  battalion,  and  Major  Lowe,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  The  Twenty-third  Tennessee  lost,  in 
all,  one  officer  and  five  men  killed,  five  officers 
wounded,  and  fifty-eight  men  wounded  and  cap- 
tured. The  losses  of  the  other  regiments  are 
not  reported  in  this  connection.  Captain  Jack- 
son, of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  has 
since  died  of  his  wounds.  Known  to  me  long 
and  familiarly  in  youth  and  manhood  as  Captain 
Samuel  Jackson"  has  been,  I  feel  unable  to  do 
justice  to  his  many  virtues,  his  pure  and  admi- 
rable character,  or  his  merits  as  as  an  officer  and 
soldier. 

On  Sunday,  September  twentieth,  1863,  my  line 
was  formed  by  seven  o'clock  A.  M.,  with  McNair's 
brigade  on  the  right,  Johnson's  brigade  in  the 
centre,  and  two  regiments — the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee regiment  and  the  First  Tennessee 
battalion  (consolidated),  under  Major  C.  W. 
Robertson,  and  the  Seventh  Texas,  under  Major 
Van  Zant— on  the  left.  The  rest  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Suggs,  formed  a 
second  lir^e.  Culpeper's  battery  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  McNair's  brigade, 
Everett's  on  the  right  of  Johnson's  brigade,  and 
Bledsoe's  on  the  right  of  the  two  regiments  in 
the  front  line  from  Gregg's  brigade.  Hindman's 
division  formed  on  my  left,  and  Stewart's  on  my 
right.  Hood's  division,  commanded  by  Briga- 
dier-General Law,  formed  in  rear  of  my  division, 
giving  us  a  depth  of  three  lines.  About  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  our  skirmishers  fell  back  under  the 
advance  of  the  enemy.  My  line  proniptly  opened 
a  steady  fire  with  artillery  and  small  arms, 
which  soon  repulsed  the  attack.  Ten  minutes 
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after  eleven,  o'clock  A.  M.,  a  general  advance  was 
ordered,  which,  commencing  somewhere  on  the 
right,  included  Hindman's  division  on  the  left. 
The  enemy  occupied  the  ground  in  our  front, 
along  the  road  leading  from  Chattanooga  to  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mill.  Their  line  was  formed  along 
the  fence  at  Brotherton's  house,  and  they  had  a 
battery  in  the  open  field  south  of  the  house, 
where  Johnson's  brigade  had  captured  a  battery 
on  Saturday.  The  enemy  also  occupied  two 
lines  ot  breastworks,  made  of  rails  and  timber, 
extending  along  my  front  and  to  the  left  of  it, 
in  the  woods  west  of  Brotherton's  farm.  By 
order  of  Major-General  Hood,  I  moved  my  di- 
vision forward  and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy. 
We  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards  through 
the  woods,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
infantry,  which  swept  our  ranks  with  terrific 
effect,  and  crossed  the  road  to  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill,  the  left  brigades  of  my  division  passing  on 
either  side  of  Brotherton's  house.  Our  charge 
was  irresistible,  and  the  Yankees  who  did  not 
flee  were  killed  and  captured  at  the  fences  and 
out-houses.  Among  the  latter  is  especially  men- 
tioned Colonel  F.  A.  Bartleson,  of  the  One-Hun- 
dredth Illinois  regiment,  who  was  captured, 
with  many  others,  by  Johnson's  brigade. 

Everett's  battery  now  took  a  position  in  a 
field  south  of  Brotherton's  house,  and  opened  to 
the  front  and  left,  tiring  about  six  rounds  to  the 
piece,  and  my  line  again  moved  forward  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  breastworks.  The 
fire  was  so  heavy  that  my  right  brigade  faltered 
for  a  moment,  and  some  of  the  men  commenced 
falling  back,  but  it  was  soon  rallied  arid  moving 
forward  again.  My  whole  line,  Gregg's  brigade 
in  rear,  supported  by  Hood's  division,  under 
Law,  in  a  third  line,  swept  forward  with  great 
force  and  rapidity  and  carried  the  breastworks, 
from  which  the  foe  precipitately  retreated,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  particularly  directed  to  the  left, 
from  my  left  brigade.  Having  advanced  some 
distance  in  the  woods  west  of  Brotherton's 
farm,  to  the  foot  of  a  small  ascent  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  young  pines,  my  right  brigade 
halted  under  the  effect  of  a  heavy  fire,  which 
was  also  severely  damaging  my  second  line. 
Colonel  Suggs  now  pushed  to  the  front  the  three 
regiments  of  Gregg's  brigade  which  had  formed 
my  second  line,  Johnson's  brigade  moving  to  the 
left  at  the  same  time,  arid  again  my  line  advanced 
rapidly  on  the  enemy,  driving  them  from  the 
woods  east  of  Dyer's  house,  McNair's  brigade 
bearing  to  the  right. 

Our  lines  now  emerged  from  the  forest  into 
open  ground  on  the  border  of  long  open  fields, 
over  which  the  enemy  were  retreating,  under 
cover  of  several  batteries,  which  were  ranged 
along  the  crest  of  a  ridge  on  our  right  and  front, 
running  up  to  the  corner  of  a  stubble-field,  and 
of  one  battery  on  our  left  and  front,  posted  on  an 
elevation  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  just  at  the 
corner  of  a  field  near  a  peach  orchard,  and  south- 
west of  Dyer's  house.  The  scene  now  presented 
was  unspeakably  grand.  The  resolute  and  im- 
petuous charge,  the  rush  of  our  heavy  columns, 


sweeping  out  from  the  shadow  and  gloom  of  the 
forest  into  the  open  fields^  flooded  with  sunlight, 
the  glitter  of  arms,  the  onward  dash  of  artillery 
and  mounted  men,  the  retreat  of  the  foe,  the 
shouts  of  the  hosts  of  our  army,  the  dust,  the 
smoke,  the  noise  of  fire-arms,  of  whistling  balls 
and  grapeshot,  and  of  bursting  shell,  made  up  a 
battle  scene  of  unsurpassed  grandeur.  Here 
General  Hood  gave  me  the  last  order  I  received 
from  him  on  the  field :  "  Go  ahead  and  keep 
ahead  of  everything."  How  this  order  was 
obeyed  will  be  best  determined  by  those  who 
investigate  all  the  details  of  this  battle. 

The  unusual  depth  of  our  columns  of  attack, 
in  this  part  of  the  field,  and  the  force  and  power 
with  which  it  was  thrown  upon  the  enemy's  line, 
had  now  completely  broken  and  routed  their 
centre  and  cast  the  shattered  fragments  to  the 
right  and  left.  Everett's  battery  was  here  or- 
dered into  action  on  the  right  of  Johnson's 
brigade  and  opened  upon  the  retreating  foe, 
while  my  line  continued  to  advance. 

There  was  now  an  interval  of  eight  hundred 
yards  between  Hindman's  division  on  my  left 
and  my  command.  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left  bore  but  slightly  to  the  right,  its  left  regi- 
ment stretching  across  the  road  from  Dyer's 
house  to  Crawfish  road,  and  passing  on  both 
sides  of  the  house.  Gregg's  brigade,  in  the 
centre,  moved  a  little  to  the  right,  so  as  to  flank 
and  capture  nine  pieces  of  artillery  on  its  right, 
posted  on  the  ascent  to  the  eminence,  in  the 
corner  of  the  field  north  of  Dyer's  house. 
McNair's  brigade,  now  somewhat  in  the  rear  of 
the  two  left  brigades,  moved  obliquely  to  the 
right  and  directly  upon  the  eminence.  My  line 
was  here  uncovered  by  Hood's  division,  which 
must  have  changed  its  direction  to  the  right. 

The  nine  pieces  captured  by  Gregg's  brigade 
are  reported  by  Colonel  Suggs,  commanding,  as 
having  been  taken  from  the  field  by  a  detail 
under  Adjutant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  of  the 
Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment,  who  caused  the 
Yankee  drivers  to  drive  some  of  the  teams  to 
the  rear.  Four  of  these  pieces,  three-inch  rifles, 
belong  to  the  First  Missouri  Federal  battery, 
and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  First  Missouri 
Confederate  battery  (Bledsoe's),  attached  to 
Gregg's  brigade.  A  statement  made  by  Adju- 
tant Beaumont  in  regard  to  the  capture  is  here- 
with enclosed. 

In  this  advance,  Brigadier-General  E.  McNair, 
commanding  the  right  brigade,  and  Colonel 
Harper,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  of  that 
brigade,  were  wounded — the  latter  mortally, 
and  the  command  of  McNair's  brigade  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Coleman,  of  the  Thirty-ninth  North 
Carolina  regiment.  Colonel  Coleman  reports 
that  McNair's  brigade  charged  and  carried  the 
eminence  in  the  corner  of  the  field  to  our  right, 
capturing  the  ten  guns,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  carried  off,  and  two  were  subse- 
quently removed,  and  that  the  brigade  fell  back 
for  want  of  ammunition  and  support,  and  formed 
on  the  left  of  Robertson's  brigade,  of  Hood's 
division.  Whether  Colonel  Coleman's  report 
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has  any  reference,  in  this  connection,  to  the 
nine  guns  reported  as  captured  by  Gregg's 
brigade,  or  whether  there  is  any  point  of  dis- 
pute between  these  two  brigades  as  to  captured 
artillery,  I  cannot  now  determine.  McNair's 
brigade  has  been  detached  from  this  army,  and 
I  am  unable  to  communicate  with  it  in  time  to 
make  my  report  explicit  on  this  point. 

In  the  meantime,  I  discovered  what  I  con- 
ceived to  be  an  important  position,  directly  in 
our  front — an  elevated  ridge  of  open  ground, 
running  nearly  north  and  south,  beyond  the 
narrow  strips  of  woods  on  the  western  borders 
of  the  open  fields  in  our  front  and  about  six 
hundred  yards  west  of  the  elevation  on  which 
the  nine  pieces  of  artillery  had  been  captured, 
and  I  hastened  to  press  forward  Gregg's  brigade, 
which  had  halted  for  a  moment  on  the  flank  of 
the  guns  that  were  being  removed,  while  John- 
Bon's  brigade  approached  the  same  position 
from  the  left.  From  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the 
ground  descends  abruptly  into  a  corn  field  and 
cove,  lying  south  of  Villetoe's  house.  West  of 
the  cove  is  a  range  of  the  Missionary  Ridge, 
while  north  of  it  a  spur  of  that  ridge  spreads 
out  to  the  east.  Through  a  gap  at  the  angle 
between  this  spur  on  the  north  and  the  ridge  on 
the  west  of  the  cove,  and  about  one  thousand 
yards  from  the  ridge  on  the  east,  where  my 
division  was  now  taking  position,  passes  the 
Crawfish  road,  which  continues  south  along 
the  base  of  the  ridge  on  the  western  side  of  the 
cove.  Along  this  road  a  line  of  telegraph  wires 
extended  from  Chattanooga  to  General  Rose- 
crans's  headquarters,  .and  at  the  gorge  of  the 
gap  a  train  of  wagons  filled  the  road,  while  a 
number  of  caissons  and  a  battery  of  artillery, 
for  defence  of  the  train,  occupied  the  grounds 
near  Villetoe's  house. 

The  ridge  on  the  east  of  the  cove  was  taken 
without  resistance,  though  the  enemy  had  there 
constructed  a  breastwork  of  rails,  and  had  filled 
up  a  large  number  of  their  knapsacks,  secure, 
as  they  doubtless  thought,  from  the  danger  of 
the  battle-field.  As  soon  as  this  ridge  was 
occupied,  which  was  a  few  minutes  before 
twelve  M.,  our  advance  position,  commanded  by 
adjacent  hills  and  separated  on  the  right  and 
left  as  far  as  I  could  see  from  our  troops,  in- 
duced me  immediately  to  send  my  Aid-de-Camp, 
Captain  Blakemore,  to  report  our  position  to 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  commanding  our 
wing,  and  to  bring  up  artillery  and  infantry  to 
our  support,  while  I  disposed  of  my  command 
for  defence.  Gregg's  brigade  was  at  once  posted 
partly  facing  to  the  north,  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods  at  the  north  end  of  the  field,  and  partly 
facing  to  the  west,  along  a  portion  of  the  adja- 
cent ridge.  Johnson's  brigade  was  posted,  fac- 
ing to  the  west,  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  about 
one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade. 
Both  brigades  immediately  advanced  their  skir- 
mishers to  the  front. 

When  I  discovered  the  train  of  wagons  at  the 
gorge  of  the  Crawfish  road,  the  enemy  were 
making  every  effort  to  get  them  away.  I 


promptly  posted  Everett's  battery  on  the  ridge 
between  Johnson's  and  Gregg's  brigades,  when 
it  opened  fire  on  the  train.  The  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery and  some  shots  from  our  advancing  skir- 
mishers created  the  utmost  consternation 
among  the  drivers  and  teams,  causing  some  of 
the  wagons  to  be  upset,  and  others  to  be  run 
against  trees  and  up  the  precipitous  acclivities 
adjacent.  Lieutenant  Everett  also  sent  forward 
one  piece  of  artillery  to  a  knoll  in  the  corn  field 
south  of  Yilletoe's  house,  which  fired  up  the 
gorge  along  the  Crawfish  road.  A  few  shots 
were  fired  upon  us  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
posted  on  the  high  ground  north  of  our  position, 
to  which  Everett's  artillery  replied,  firing  about 
six  rounds,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  on  us. 
A  ball  from  Lieutenant  Everett's  battery  dis- 
mounted one  of  the  guns  (a  rifle  piece),  near 
Villetoe's  house,  by  breaking  the  axle-tree.  Our 
skirmishers  now  advanced  and  took  possession 
of  the  wagons,  caissons  and  guns.  Lieutenant 
Everett  sent  forward  two  teams  and  hauled  off  one 
Napoleon  gun  and  caisson,  attaching,  for  that 
purpose,  the  limber  of  a  six-pound  gun  found  near 
by  the  Napoleon,  for  which  no  limber  was  found. 
This  gun  has  since  been  ascertained  to  be  one 
of  the  guns  of  Lumsden's  battery,  captured 
by  the  enemy  on  the  nineteenth,  and  has  been 
returned  to  that  battery.  Besides  the  two  pieces 
above-named,  a  six-pounder,  smooth-bore,  and 
another  piece,  description  not  now  known,  and 
seven  caissons,  were  captured.  The  wagons  con- 
tained some  quartermaster's  property,  but  were 
mainly  loaded  with  ammunition  for  artiUery  and 
infantry.  Two  of  General  Rosecrans's  escort 
and  Captain  Hescock,  of  the  First  Missouri  Fed- 
era],  light  artillery,  Battery  G,  were  captured  on 
the  side  of  the  ridge  west  of  ViUetoe's  house, 
where  many  other  prisoners  were  picked  up 
by  our  skirmishers.  My  engagements  were 
such  at  this  period  as  to  prevent  me  from  look- 
ing after  or  estimating  the  number  or  value  of 
articles  captured.  Many  of  the  wagons  were 
subsequently  removed  by  other  commands  in 
rear  of  mine.  I  now  estimate  the  wagons  cap- 
tured at  about  thirty,  a  few  of  which  had  teams 
attached. 

Before  making  any  disposition  for  a  further 
advance,  I  found  it  necessary  to  replenish  our 
supply  of  ammunition,  and,  consequently,  I  or- 
dered up  a  supply  from  the  rear  and  distributed 
it  to  the  most  of  the  regiments  of  my  command. 
Subsequently  we  drew  our  ammunition  from  the 
captured  train.  Lieutenant  Black,  of  my  staff, 
now  brought  up  Dent's  battery  of  Napoleon 
guns,  of  Hindman's  division,  which  he  found 
somewhere  on  our  left,  and  placed  three  pieces 
on  the  ridge  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the  field 
we  occupied.  No  General  officer  or  reinforce- 
ments having  come  up,  and  seeing  no  troops  in 
my  vicinity,  my  Aids  having  been  long  absent  in 
search  of  support,  I  became  impatient  at  the  de- 
lay. Giving  orders  that  our  position  should  be 
held  at  all  hazards,  I  galloped  off,  in  person,  in 
search  of  support.  Having  swung  slightly  to  the 
right  from  our  first  position,  the  connection  was 
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broken  on  our  left,  and  I  could  see  no  troops  in 
that  direction.  It  subsequently  appears  that 
General  Hindman's  division  gallantly  drove 
back  to  the  west  and  south  the  enemy's  line  in 
his  front  and  on  my  left,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss 
on  them  and  thus  relieving  us  from  danger  in 
that  direction. 

Riding  towards  our  right  and  rear  some  half  a 
mile,  I  came  upon>Brigadier-General  Kershaw  ad- 
vancing with  his  brigade  through  the  open  field 
upon  the  eminence  near  to  which  we  had  cap- 
tured the  battery  of  nine  guns  in  our  advance,  and 
where  I  saw  the  United  States  flag  now  floating, 
the  position  having  been  reoccupied  by  the  en- 
emy. Here  I  learned  that  Major- General  Hood 
had  been  wounded.  Colonel  Cunningham,  of 
his  staff,  informed  me  that  Brigadier-General 
Kershaw's  brigade  was  much  needed  to  attack 
the  position  in  its  front,  and  I  consequently  had 
to  seek  further  for  support.  I  sent  Captain 
Blakemore,  who  joined  me  here,  to  find  and  bring 
up  General  McN  air's  brigade,  and,  after  riding 
sometime,  I  found  on  the  road,  approaching  my 
command,  Major-General  Hindman  and  Brig- 
adier-General Anderson,  to  whom  my  Aid  had 
communicated  my  necessities  and  wishes.  Be- 
ing informed  that  Brigadier-General  Deas'  bri- 
gade would  move  to  support  my  left,  and  that 
General  Anderson  was  then  advancing  to  fill  up 
the  vacancy  on  my  right,  I  returned  to  my  com- 
mand with  a  view  to  driving  the  enemy  from 
my  flank,  directed  Dent's  battery  to  open  fire  to 
the  rear  of  the  eminence,  about  six  hundred 
yards  to  our  right,  on  which  I  had  seen  the 
United  States  flag  floating,  and  on  which  I  left 
Kershaw's  brigade  advancing. 

More  than  an  hour  had  now  been  spent  in  this 
position,  and  I  resolved  to  press  forward  my 
line,  even  before  support  reached  me.  I  there- 
fore proceeded  to  form  my  line,  facing  to  the 
north,  along  and  in  continuation  of  the  north 
end  of  the  field  ;  Gregg's  brigade  on  the  right 
and  Johnson's  brigade  on  the  left,  extending 
through  the  corn  field  south  of  Villetoes'  house 
and  to  the  Crawfish  road.  My  line  being  formed,  I 
was  advised  that  the  Bnemy  occupied  the  ridge 
beyond  Villetoe's  corn  field  and  west  of  the 
Crawfish  road,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary 
to  protect  our  left  flank  by  skirmishers  thrown 
out  in  that  .direction  from  Johnson's  brigade. 
The  advance  commenced  about  the  time  Deas' 
brigade  formed,  facing  to  the  west  on  the  ridge 
we  had  just  left.  I  directed  Brigadier-General 
Deas  to  move  his  brigade  directly  to  its  front 
until  his  right  flank  should  reach  the  position  of 
my  left,  then  to  wheel  to  the  right,  sweeping 
the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish  road,  and  come 
up  and  form  on  the  left  of  my  line  of  battle. 

The  crest  of  the  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge 
north  of  Villetoe's  house  extends  east  and  west 
in  its  general  direction,  but  crosses  to  the  south 
about  the  middle.  At  the  east  and  west  ends 
of  the  crest  are  the  most  elevated  points  of  the 
spurs.  On  the  slope  north  of  the  west  end  is 
Snodgrass'  house,  at  which  were  the  head- 
quarters of  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas 


during  the  latter  part  of  the  battle.  Towards 
the  south  the  slope  from  the  crest  is  gradual  for 
some  distance  in  several  places  ;  and  especially 
so  at  the  west  end,  and  terminates  towards  the 
cove  in  an  abrupt,  serrated  declivity,  presenting 
to  our  approach  from  the  south  several  second- 
ary spurs  or  knobs,  with  intervening  short  ra- 
vines. Along  the  crest  of  this  spur  the  last 
desperate  struggle  of  the  northern  army  was 
made  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

Gregg's  and  Johnson's  brigades,  followed  by 
Dent's  and  Everett's  batteries,  advanced  in  line 
towards  the  north,  the  left  passing  over  the 
wagons,  caissons,  and  pieces  of  artillery  near 
Villetoe's  house  and  reaching  to  the  Crawfish 
road.  There  were  a  number  of  wounded  Fed- 
erals at  Villetoe's  house.  The  ladies  of  the 
family,  who  had  taken  shelter  from  danger  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  beneath  the  floor,  now 
burst  forth  and  greeted  our  soldiers  with  slap- 
ping of  hands  and  shouts  of  joy,  presenting  an 
impressive  scene.  The  brow  of  the  secondary 
spurs  north  of  Villetoe's  house  were  gained 
without  resistance  by  Gregg's  and  Johnson's 
brigades,  and  by  Anderson's,  which  had  come 
up  on  our  right,  during  our  advance.  The  line 
was  then  halted,  the  alignment  connected,  and 
the  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  brigade  which 
were  formed  on  the  left  of  my  line  in  the  morn- 
ing, now  returned  to  their  brigade.  Four  of 
Dent's  Napoleon  guns  and  Everett's  battery  of 
three  guns  were  placed  in  position  on  the  spur 
occupied  by  Johnson's  brigade,  and  two  pieces 
of  Dent's  battery  were  placed  upon  the  hill  with 
Gregg's  brigade.  There  was  now  no  support 
on  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigade,  though  Deas' 
brigade  was  every  moment  expected  there. 

A  few  minutes  before  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  after 
the  artillery  had  opened  fire,  the  order  was 
given  to  advance  from  this  position  with  a  view 
of  gaining  the  main  crest  of  the  ridge  in  our 
front,  which  was  some  thousand  yards  distant 
on  our  left,  but  much  nearer  on  our  right  on 
account  of  its  curvature  to  the  south  in  the 
middle.  The  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  left 
before  it  advanced  one  hundred  yards.  Our 
movement  was,  however,  continued  for  a  time, 
until  my  left  formed  a  position  in  which  it  was 
enabled  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  But  the 
Federals  moved  up  on  our  flank  along  a  second- 
ary spur,  which  united  at  the  elevation  at  the 
west  end  of  the  main  ridge  with  that  upon 
which  Johnson's  brigade  was  fighting,  and  this 
movement  was  held  in  check  some  time  by  our 
troops  firing  obliquely  to  the  left.  The  advance 
of  Brigadier-General  Anderson  on  our'  extreme 
right  was  a  gallant  and  impetuous  charge.  It 
encountered  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  posted 
in  a  strong  position,  from  which  they  poured  a 
volume  of  fire  that  speedily  repulsed  the  charge. 
Gregg's  brigade  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
after  a  sharp  contest,  driving  the  foe  down  the 
northern  slope  of  the  ridge  and  delivering  a 
damaging  fire  in  the  retreating  masses  ;  but  the 
enemy  returned  to  the  attack,  and  there  being 
now  no  support  on  our  right,  the  line  commenced 
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falling  back  on  the  flank,  just  after  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tillman,  commanding  the  Forty-first 
Tennessee  regiment,  was  disabled  by  a  wound. 
The  Third  Tennessee  regiment,  with  about  forty 
men  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  and  Seventh 
Texas  regiments,  on  the  left  of  this  brigade, 
claims  to  have  held  its  advanced  position  until 
Johnson's  brigade  fell  back  under  the  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  on  its  left.  In  retiring,  this 
regiment  had  six  men  captured.  As  my  line  fell 
back,  our  artillery  opened  with  canister,  and  was 
gallantly  served  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry until  the  troops,  rallying  in  line  at  the 
batteries,  repulsed  the  charge  of  the  foe. 

I  now  gave  orders  to  hold  the  hill,  and  await 
the  reinforcements  from  Hindman's  division  mo- 
mentarily expected.  Soon  Manigault's  brigade 
was  seen  advancing  in  line  of  battle  through 
Villetoe's  corn-field,  in  the  cove  in  our  rear.  As 
it  came  up  on  the  left  of  my  line,  Brigadier- 
General  Deas  reported  in  person,  having  with 
his  brigade  swept  the  ridge  west  of  the  Crawfish 
road.  Having  sent  a  staff  officer  to  place  these 
two  brigades  in  line  on  my  left}  I  rode  toward 
the  right,  and  met  General  Hindman,  who  di- 
rected me  to  take  command  of  the  left  wing  and 
wheel  to  the  right,  making  the  right  of  my  divis- 
ion the  pivot.  McNair's  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Coleman,  now  came  up  and  formed  a  line  in  rear 
of  the  left  of  my  division.  I  also  detailed  ten 
men  from  Johnson's  brigade  to  assist  in  working 
the  guns  of  Dent's  battery. 

Our  line,  from  left  to  right,  was  formed  of  bri- 
gades in  the  foUowing  order,  viz. :  Deas',  Mani- 
gault's, Johnson's,  Gregg!s,  and  Anderson's,  with 
McNair's  brigade  in  rear  of  Johnson's.  Deas'  j 
brigade  occupied  the  brow  of  the  steep  spur  J 
which  forms  the  north  side  of  the  gorge,  through  j 
which  the  Crawfish  road  passes  Missionary  | 
Ridge.  Manigault's  stretched  across  the  ravine 
and  extended  up  the  side  of  the  adjacent  spur 
to  the  right,  on  which  Johnson's  and  McNair's 
brigades,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  were 
posted.  Gregg's  brigade  was  formed  on  a  spur 
of  some  greater  length,  extending  more  towards 
the  east,  and  separated  in  part  from  the  main 
ridge  by  a  hollow,  with  a  piece  of  table  land  at 
its  head  to  the  west.  Anderson's  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines  on  the  right,  the  front  line 
extending  up  to  the  slope  of  the  spur  on  which 
Gregg's  brigade  was  formed,  on  the  left  and 
across  the  hollow  on  the  right.  The  section  of 
Dent's  artillery  with  Gregg's  brigade  in  the,  last 
attack  was  now  moved  to  the  hollow  on  the 
right,  ready  to  be  run  up  by  hand  on  the  main 
ridge  as  soon  as  it  should  be  carried.  Kershaw's 
brigade  was  somewhere  on  the  right  of,  but  not 
connected  with.  Anderson's  brigade. 

I  proceeded  in  person  to  put  the  line  in  mo- 
tion. Commencing  with  Deas'  brigade,  and  giv- 
ing careful  instructions  to  preserve  the  dress 
and  connection  to  the  right,  I  passed  along  the 
line  until  I  saw  it  all  gallantly  moving  forward. 
A  most  obstinate  struggle  now  commenced  for 
the  possession  of  this  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge 
— the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy  on  the  battle- 


field of  Chickamauga.  Our  artillery  opened  on 
the  brow  of  the  ridge  and  the  infantry  became 
immediately  engaged.  The  firing  was  very  heavy 
on  both  sides,  and  showed  that  the  enemy  were 
in  strong  force  in  our  front,  supported  by  artil- 
lery posted  near  the  junction  of  the  two  spurs 
on  which  Deas'  and  Johnson's  brigades' respect- 
ively moved.  Our  line  pressed  determinedly  for- 
ward for  some  time,  keeping  up  an  incessant 
fire  with  small  arms.  But  the  enemy  now  evi- 
dently received  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops, 
which  advanced  with  a  shout  that  was  heard  all 
along  our  lines,  and  we  were  driven  back  to  our 
guns.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained  from 
prisoners  captured  that  the  reinforcements  were 
a  part  of  General  Granger's  corps,  which  we 
fought  the  rest  of  the  day.  Deas'  brigade,  and 
the  part  of  Manigault's  next  to  it,  fell  back  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill ;  Anderson's  fell  back  to  its 
first  position,  and  these  three  brigades,  save  two 
regiments  of  Manigault's  next  to  Johnson's  bri- 
gade, did  not  again  enter  the  fight. 

In  falling  back  on  the  spur  on  which  John- 
son's brigade  and  the  two  batteries  fought, 
McNair's  brigade,  which  formed  a  second  line, 
mingled  with  the  troops  of  the  first  line  on  the 
left  of  Johnson's  and  the  right  of  the  two  regi- 
ments of  Manigault's  brigade,  and  continued  to 
fight  in  that  position  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  retreat  on  this  hill  was  precipitate,  and 
called  for  all  the  exertions  I  could  command  to 
prevent  many  of  the  troops  from  abandoning  it. 
The  officers,  however,  joined  with  every  energy 
and  zeal  in  the  effort  to  stay  the  retreat,  and  by 
appeals,  commands,  and  physical  efforts,  all  save 
a  few  who  persisted  in  skulking  behind  trees  or 
lying  idly  on  the  ground,  were  brought  up  to 
our  lines  in  support  of  the  artillery.  In  the 
meantime  our  batteries  were-  promptly  opened 
and  gallantly  served  amid  a  shower  of  the  ene- 
my's bullets,  and,  together  with  the  best  and 
bravest  of  our  infantry,  who  promptly  rallied  on 
our  artillery,  poured  such  a  volume  of  fire  upon 
the  advancing  foe  that  his  onward  progress  was 
effectually  stayed. 

I  cannot  here  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallantry 
of  the  men  and  officers  of  Dent's  and  Everett's 
batteries  on  this  occasion.  It  elicited  my  high- 
est admiration,  and  I  at  once  endeavored  invol- 
untarily to  express  personally  to  the  commanders 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  work  they  had  so 
nobly  done.  It  is  claimed  by  Johnson's  brigade 
that  they  rallied  to  a  man  at  the  battery.  I  may 
t)e  permitted  to  say  for  these  noble  men,  with 
whom  I  have  so  long  been  associated,  that  I 
then  felt  that  every  man  in  the  brigade  was  a 
hero.  Of  Gregg's  brigade  I  can  speak  in  no  less 
exalted  terms.  All,  indeed,  who  now  partici- 
pated in  this  final,  protracted,  and  trying  strug- 
gle, merit  the  highest  praise. 

All  our  troops  had  now  suffered  severely  here 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  field.  Hindman's  di- 
vision, it  is  understood,  had  been  especially 
weakened  in  the  conflict  before  it  came  to  our 
support.  Neither  McNair's,  Gregg's  nor  John- 
son's brigades  mustered  over  five  hundred  guns. 
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The  part  of  Manigault's  brigade  adjacent  to  my 
division,  about  two  regiments,  under  Colonel 
Reed,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment, 
participated  in  the  invincible  spirit  which  fired 
our  men,  and  continued  to  fight  with  us.  I 
ordered  that  the  hill  should  be  held  at  all 
hazards,  and  determined  that  all  should  be  lost 
before  I  would  abandon  it.  I  felt  that  this  posi- 
tion (on  the  extreme  left)  was  one  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  might  determine  the  fate  of  the 
day.  Indeed,  defeat  here  would  have  let  the 
enemy's  right  swing  back  around  our  left  flank, 
over  the  strong  positions  we  had  won ;  and 
here,  as  at  Murfreesboro',  where  all  our'  move- 
ments on  the  left  had  been  very  similar,  a  chance 
for  victory  might  be  lost. 

About  this  time  my  Aid,  Captain  W.  T.  Blake- 
more,  reported  to  me  some  two  hundred  men  of 
Benning's  brigade,  in  our  rear,  under  command 
of  a  Major,  whose  name  is  not  recoUected.  Upon 
going  to  it,  the  officer  in  command  reported  it 
utterly  unserviceable  on  account  of  its  having 
been  cut  up  and  demoralized.  I  consequently 
did  not  put  it  in  the  fight. 

The  'enemy  where  not  whipped,  and  the  con- 
flict still  raged  with  varying  fortune.  Repeatedly 
our  men  advanced,  and  were  in  turn  forced  to 
yield  a  portion  of  the  ground  they  had  gained. 
I  directed  our  men  to  advance  as  far  as  possible, 
then  hold  their  position  and  never  retreat.  We 
thus  gradually  approached  the  crest  of  the 
ridge. 

At  about  five  P.  M.,  I  sent  my  acting  Aid-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  George  Marchbanks,  Confed- 
erate States  army,  back  to  the  foot  of  the  ridge, 
to  request  Brigadier-Generals  Deas  and  Mani- 
gault  to  bring  up  their  brigades  to  my  support. 
Lieutenant  Marchbanks  reports  that  Brigadier- 
General  Deas  replied  that,  on  consultation  with 
Brigadier-General  Manigault,  they  had  decided 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  put  their  commands 
in  the  same  position  without  the  support  of 
fresh  troops. 

Over  three  hours  passed  in  this  conflict,  in 
which  officers  and  men  toiled  on  and  manifested 
.more  perseverance,  determination  and  endurance 
than  I  have  ever  before  witnessed  on  any  field. 
We  had  now  slowly  driven  the  enemy  on  the 
left,  up  the  gradual  ascent,  ajbout  half  a  mile,  to 
the  coveted  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  they  made 
the  last  desperate  resistance ;  and  our  lines 
gradually  grew  stronger  and  stronger  under  the 
animating  hope  of  victory  so  nearly  within  our 
grasp.  It  was  finally  nearly  sunset,  when  a 
simultaneous  advance  swept  along  our  whole 
lines,  and,  with  a  shout,  we  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  ridge,  and  pursued  them  far  down  the 
northern  slope  to  the  bottom  of  the  deep  hollow 
beyond.  We  had  now  completely  flanked  and 
passed  to  the  rear  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
on  the  ridge  to  our  right,  and  I  am  convinced  we 
thus  aided  in  finally  carrying  the  heights  south 
of  Snodgru8s's  house. 

About  the  time  the  ridge  was  carried,  Colonel 
Trigg,  of  Preston's  division,  reported  to  me  witli 
a  part  of  his  brigade.  I  sent  Captain  Terry,  of 


the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  who  was 
wounded  and  mounted  on  horseback,  to  place 
Trigg's  command  on  our  right,  and  it  relieved 
Gregg's  brigade,  which  was  out  of  ammunition. 

I  now  proceeded  to  reform  my  line,  which,  in 
the  pursuit,  I  regret  to  say,  was  entirely  broken, 
owing  in  part  to  the  peculiar  conformation  of  the 
ground  over  which  we  passed.  I  still  hoped  to 
follow  up  the  retreating  foe. 

After  I  ordered  McNair's  and  Johnson's  bri- 
gades to  form  on  Trigg's,  this  brigade  suddenly 
disappeared,  called  away,  no  doubt,  to  co-operate 
with  Kelly's  brigade  in  capturing  the  two  regi- 
ments of  General  Grangers  corps,  which  sur- 
rendered to  them  about  dark.  I  felt  now  that  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  advance,  disconnected  as  my 
command  was,  and  it  being  now  dark,  nearly 
eight  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  withdrew  it  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards  to  a  good  position  near  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  threw  out  pickets  to  the  front, 
and  sent  scouts  to  find  the  enemy. 

My  line  was  arranged  for  the  night  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

The  two  regiments  of  Manigault's  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Reed,  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  and  the  left  thrown  back  to 
protect  our  flank,  and  in  succession  to  the  right, 
were  aligned  to  Johnson's,  McNair's  and  Gregg's 
brigades.  On  my  right,  Trigg's  and  Kelly's 
subsequently  formed.  About  eight  o'clock  at 
night,  abandoning  all  hopes  of  advancing  further, 
I  rode  away  and  searched  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  for  the  headquarters  of  the  army  or  the 
wing,  with  a  view  to  making  a  report  of  my 
position.  Failing  in  this  attempt,  I  returned  to 
my  command  worn  out  with  the  toils  of  the  day. 
The  following  morning  revealed  to  us  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  had  left  us  in  possession  of  the 
field.  Details  were  now  made  to  coUect  the 
spoils  and  bury  the  dead. 

I  ought  here  to  mention  the  heroic  efforts  on 
the  part  of  officers  and  men  which  came  under 
my  observation;  but,  for  want  of  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  parties,  I  cannot  do  jus- 
tice to  all.  I  especially  noticed  the  faithful  toil 
and  heroic  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rey- 
nolds, of  the  first  battalion  of  dismounted  rifles, 
McNair's  brigade,  who  was  conspicuous  in  his 
efforts  to  preserve  our  lines  and  encourage  and 
press  on  our  men.  For  hours  he,  with  many 
other  officers,  faithfully  and  incessantly  labored 
in  this  duty.  In  this  connection  I  must,  in 
justice,  mention  Colonel  J.  S.  Fulton,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  commanding  John- 
son's brigade ;  Colonel  R.  H.  Keble,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiment ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Floyd  and  Captain  Terry,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Snowden,  and  Acting  Adjutant  Gregg, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment.  To 
Colonel  Suggs,  I  feel  especially  indebted  for 
his  gallant,  able  and  efficient  services  in 
commanding  Gregg's  brigade.  He  is  a  good 
and  meritorious  officer.  Colonel  Walker  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clack,  of  the  Third  Ten- 
nessee ;  Colonel  Grace,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee ; 
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Captain  Curtis,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee, 
and  Captain  Osburn,  of  the  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  all  of  Gregg's  brigade, 
merit  special  commendation  for  their  services 
in  this  protracted  struggle.  To  the  courage 
and  fortitude  of  the  men  of  this  brigade,  as 
well  as  to  every  other  brigade  which  struggled 
with  them  in  our  last  persistent  efforts  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  their  final  position,  I  trust  the 
proper  sense  of  gratitude  will  be  awarded. 
Colonel  Coleman,  commanding  McNair's  brigade, 
did  gallant  service  and  carried  his  command 
faithfully  through  all  the  varying  fortunes  of 
the  field,  on  the  left,  to  the  very  close  of  the 
fight.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  specify  more 
particularly  the  services  of  meritorious  officers 
of  this  brigade. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  efficient 
use  made  of  artillery  in  my  command.  My  pur- 
pose in  accordance  with  preconceived  notions, 
was  to  keep  my  artillery  employed  to  the  utmost 
practicable  extent  in  conjunction  with  my  in- 
fantry ;  and  my  little  experience  on  this  battle- 
field, only  determines  me  on  all  like  occasions  to 
improve  on  my  practice  of  this  day. 

I  need  add  nothing  more  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  of  Captain  Dent  and  Lieutenant 
Everett,  commanding  batteries  in  my  lines,  or 
of  the  gallantry  of  the  men  under  their  com- 
mands. 

I  have  to  regret  that  no  report  has  been  fur- 
nished me  by  Captain  Culpeper,  commanding 
the  battery  attached  to  McNair's  brigade ;  and 
I  also  regret  that  neither  this  battery  nor  Bled- 
soe's  First  Missouri  battery,  commanded  by 
First  Lieutenant  R.  Wood,  and  attached  to 
Gregg's  brigade,  for  reasons  not  known  to  me, 
followed  their  brigades  or  participated  in  our 
fight  for  Missionary  Ridge,  where  they  would 
have  won  unfading  laurels  for  every  officer  and 
man  attached  to  them. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  my  Brigade  Inspector, 
Second  Lieutenant  M.  W.  Black,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  distinguished  him 
throughout  my  command,  and  I  feel  that  I  can 
scarcely  do  justice  to  his  services.  He  was 
always  in  the  moments  of  severest  conflict 
among  the  foremost  ranks,  reckless  and  indif- 
ferent to  danger.  Ardent,  active,  and  zealous, 
he  has  proven  himself  a  most  valuable  officer 
on  the  field  of  battle.  While  personally  direct- 
ing a  piece  of  artillery  in  the  fight  on  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  on  the  twentieth  of  September,  he 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  ball  that  crushed 
his  lower  jaw  and  carried  away  part  of  his 
tongue.  His  speedy  recovery  is,  however,  now 
hopefully  anticipated. 

To  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  W.  T.  Blakemore, 
who  has  served  with  me  in  every  conflict  of  this 
army  as  well  as  at  Donelson,  and  always  with 
honor  and  ability,  I  am  indebted  for  much  valu- 
able service  on  the  field,  and  he  merits  more 
than  I  can  say  for  him  here. 

My  Brigade  Inspector,  Lieutenant  E.  R. 
Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  my  acting  Aid-de-Camp,  Second  Lieutenant 


George  Marchbanks,  of  the  Confederate  States 
army,  gallantly  and  faithfully  labored  with  me 
on  the  nineteenth  aud  twentieth  of  September, 
and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
them  for  the  zeal  and  intelligence  with  which 
they  performed  their  respective  duties. 

To  the  medical  staff  of  each  brigade  of  this 
division  I  desire  to  tender  my  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments for  their  faithful  and  efficient  ser- 
vices in  taking  care  of  the  wounded. 

To -my  efficient  ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant 
James  B.  Lake,  I  feel  that  a  special  acknowledg- 
ment is  due  as  well  for  all  his  faithful  services 
past,  as  for  the  prompt  supplies  which  he  fur- 
nished my  whole  division  from  a  brigade  ord- 
nance train,  and  yet,  at  the  close  of  the  battle, 
exhibiting  greater  abundance  of  stores  on  hand 
than  at  its  commencement. 

In  conclusion,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
severests  conflicts  in  which  my  command  was 
engaged  on  the  field  of  Chickamauga,  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  and  in  the 
morning  and  evening  of  the  twentieth  Sep- 
tember. 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  my  com- 
mand suffered  as  much  in  three  hours  as  during 
the  whole  day  of  the'  twentieth  September. 

On  Sunday,  my  command  suffered  severely 
until  the  enemy's  breastworks  were  carried  in 
the  morning,  and  again  during  the  contest  for 
the  spur  of  Missionary  Ridge,  in  the  evening. 

My  division  commenced  to  fight  in  the  front 
line  on  the  nineteenth  of  September,  and  fought 
in  the  front  line  through  the  conflict  of  both  days, 
and  at  the  close  was  far  in  advance  of  all  sup- 
port, as  it  was  also  at  different  times  during  the 
latter  day. 

The  strength  of  my  command  and  the  number 
of  casualties  are  hereunto  appended.  The  lists 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  Gregg's  and 
Johnson's  brigades  were  forwarded  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  September,  but  no  list  has  yet 
been  furnished  by  McNair's  brigade,  and  the 
aggregates  are  only  given  by  Colonel  Coleman, 
who  commanded  this  brigade  after  General  Mc- 
Nair  was  wounded.. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral E.  McNair  or  Gregg. 

Everett's  battery  fired  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  rounds. 

Bledsoe's  battery  fired  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  rounds. 

Culpeper's  battery  not  reported. 

Dent's  battery  not  reported,  as  il  belongs  to 
Hindman's  division,  though  it  fought  with  mine 
from  about  one  p.  M.,  until  sunset  twentieth 
September,  1863. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenants 
Everett  and  Wood,  commanding  batteries  at- 
tached respectively  to  Johnson's  and  Gregg's 
brigades,  and  the  reports  of  Colonels  Suggs, 
Coleman,  and  Fulton,  commanding  brigades. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Brigadier-General. 
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List  of  the  Kitted,  Wounded,  and  Missing,  in  Johnson's  Division. 


BRIGADES. 

KTI.T,KT>. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

AGGREGATE. 

REMARKS. 

OJ 

Ej 

i 

i 

1 

| 

I 

Johnson's,  

3 

9 

25 
100 
51 

28 
39 

243 
435 
336 

13 
1 

85 
17 
64 

357 
607 
451 

*  Aggregates  only  fur- 
nished in  this  brigade. 

McNair's  * 

Report  of  Officers  and  Men  taken  into  action  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  September,  1863. 


19T1 

i  SEPTEMI 

JER. 

20n 

i  SEPTEMI 

HER. 

BRIGADES. 

o 

i 

Aggregate. 

1 

1 

Aggregate. 

REMARKS. 

108 

761 

869 

61 

495 

556 

*  Not   furnished   for 

Gregg's                    

134 

1.218 

1.352 

95 

753 

848 

20th. 

McNair's  *        , 

100 

1,107 

1  207 

Aggregate  infantry,  3,428. 


19n 

i  SEPTEM 

BER. 

20n 

i  SEPTEMI 

3ER. 

ARTILLERT. 

1 

1 

Aggregate. 

1 

1 

Aggregate. 

REMARKS. 

3 

84 

87 

3 

82 

85 

*  Not   furnished   for 

Culpeper'Sj*  

4 

80 

84 

20th. 

Bledsoe's                        

3 

81 

84 

4 

67 

71 

Aggregate  artillery,  255. 

REPORT  OF  BRIG. -GEN.  GIST,  COMMANDING  DIVISION. 

HEADQUARTERS  GIST'S  BRIGADE,  ") 

NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.,  October  14, 1863.  j 

Captain  J.  B.  Gumming,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  participation  of  the  troops 
under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  September  last : 

Being  ordered  with  my  brigade — consisting 
of  the  Fourth  Georgia  volunteers,  Colonel  P.  H. 
Colquitt  commanding ;  the  Twenty-fourth  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  Colonel  C.  H.  Stevens  com- 
manding ;  the  Sixth  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
Colonel  James  McCullough  commanding ;  the 
Eighth  Georgia  battalion  of  volunteers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel L.  Napier  commanding,  and  Fergu- 
son's light  battery,  Lieutenant  Beauregard  com- 
manding— to  Rome,  Georgia,  upon  detached 
service.  I  did  not  engage  in  the  affairs  of  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  of  September,  with 
VOL.  X.— Doc.  27 


the  othe^  troops  of  the  reserve  corps  of  Major- 
General  W.  H.  T.  Walker.  On  the  afternoon  of 
Thursday,  the  seventeenth  of  September,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  Colonel  commanding  to 
report,  with  my  brigade,  at  Ringgold,  Georgia, 
and  was  further  informed  that  transportation  by 
rail  would  be  afforded  me.  I  left  Rome  the  next 
morning,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  trains,  with.the 
Twenty-fourth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Eighth 
Georgia  battalion,  three  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Georgia  volunteers,  and  Ferguson's  battery, 
there  not  being  cars  sufficient  for  the  remainder 
of  the  command.  Upon  reaching  Kingston,  I 
urged  the  transportation  agent  to  send  forward 
additional  cars  for  that  portion  of  the  brigade 
still  at  Rome,  and  he  assured  me  that  he  would 
do  so  promptly.  I  subsequently  telegraphed 
him  from  Ringgold  to  hasten  on  the  rest  of  the 
command.  The  result  was  that  the  Sixteenth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  and  my  battery  did 
not  join  me  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
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third  of  September,  three  days  after  the  battle. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  terminus  of  the  railroad, 
Catoosa  (wood  station),  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  I  rode  forward  to  Ringgold  for 
orders  and  to  obtain  wagons  for  my  reserve  am- 
munition, my  own  train  being  left  with  the  di- 
vision upon  my  departure  for  Rome.  In  a  fpw 
hours  I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding to  guard  and  convoy  to  the  army  a 
large  ordnance  train  that  would  be  formed  and 
reported  to  me.  This  train  was  not  reported 
until  near  ten  o'clock  p.  M.  With  the  train  in 
charge,  having  procured  a  reliable  guide  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Evans,  of  Ringgold,  I  reached 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  which  point  I  was  di- 
rected to  cross  Chickamauga  Creek,  if  possible, 
about  sunrise  upon  the  morning  of  the  twentieth, 
after  a  most  fatiguing  march  during  the  entire 
night.  I  reported  my  arrival  with  the  train  to 
army  headquarters,  and,  being  relieved  of  further 
charge  of  it,  was  directed  to  march  forward  to  a 
point  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  bridge  and 
there  await  further  orders.  After  remaining  at 
this  position  some  twenty  minutes,  I  was  order- 
ed, by  a  staff  officer  of  the  General  command- 
ing, to  move  forward,  reporting  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk,  and  join  Major-General  Walker's 
corps,  being  at  the  same  time  placed  under  the 
guidance  of  a  staff  officer  of  General  Polk ;  he 
turned  over  the  direction  of  my  command  to  a 
second  officer  of  the  same  staff,  and  he  to  a 
third  officer.  With  considerable  difficulty,  and 
after  marching  for  some  time,  I  reached  the  di- 
vision to  which  I  was  attached.  Upon  reports 
ing  my  command,  at  this  time  numbering  only 
nine  hundred  and  eighty,  aggregate,  I  was  or- 
dered by  Major-General  Walker  to  at  once  as- 
sume command  of  the  division,  consisting  of 
Brigadier-General  Ector's,  Colonel  Wilson's  and 
my  own  brigade — the  brigades  of  Ector  and 
Wilson  numbering  about  five  hundred  each, 
having  suffered  heavy  losses  in  the  engagement 
on  the  previous  day.  Lieutenan1>General  D.  H. 
Hill  was  present  when  I  reported  io  Generals 
Polk  and  Walker,  and,  as  I  was  turning  off  to 
assume  command  of  the  division,  requested 
Major-General  Walker  to  send  a  brigade  to  the 
support  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ion that  was  hotly  engaged  in  our  front  and 
upon  our  left.  Major-General  Walker  indicated 
one  of  General  Liddell's  brigades  near  by.  Gen- 
eral Hill  asked  for  Gist's  brigade,  saying  he  had 
heard  of  that  brigade.  General  Walker  re- 
marked that  Gist's  brigade  is  just  coming  up, 
and  directed  me  to  report  to  General  Hill.  I 
did  so  ;  the  brigade  being  now  under  command 
of  Colonel  P.  H.  Colquitt,  of  the  Fourth  Geor- 
gia volunteers,  he  at  once  reported  and  received 
his  instructions  from  General  Hill.  General 
Walker  then  directed  me  to  report  the  other 
two  brigades  also  to  General  Hill,  which  was 
promptly  done.  Colonel  Colquitt  having  his  in- 
structions from  General  Hill,  advanced  his  com- 
mand in  the  direction  indicated,  being  caution- 
ed that  he  was  to  support  General  Breckinridge, 
two  of  whose  brigades  was  reported  in  his  im- 
mediate front.  I  was  afterwards  directed  by 


General  Hill  to  follow  up  and  support  the  ad- 
vance of  the  first  brigade  with  the  brigades  of 
Ector  and  Wilson.  Colonel  Colquitt,  upon  ad- 
vancing a  few  hundred  yards  in  the  woods  be- 
fore him,  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  and  massed  behind  a 
breastwork  of  logs,  the  troops  reported  in  his 
front  having  retired  before  the  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy.  The  direction  taken  by  Colquitt 
was  also  too  far  to  the  right,  and  the  left  regiment 
(Twenty-fourth  South  Carolina  volunteers)  only 
came  directly  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  which 
were  so  disposed  by  a  salient  as  to  rake  the  en- 
tire front  of  the  brigade  as  it  came  forward, 
with  a  severe  and  destructive  enfilading  fire. 
The  brigade  could  not  have  changed  direction, 
as  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  not  discovered 
by  Colonel  Colquitt  until  the  left  was  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  breastworks ;  the  right, 
however,  changed  front  sufficiently  to  become 
directly  engaged.  Colonel  Colquitt  did  not  re- 
connoitre the  position,  as  he  was  instructed  that 
our  troops  were  in  his  front.  The  enemy  now 
poured  forth  a  most  destructive  and  well-aimed 
fire  upon  the  entire  line,  and  though  it  wavered 
and  recoiled  under  the  shock,  yet  by  the  exer- 
tions of  the  gallant  Colquitt,  nobly  seconded  by 
Colonels  Stevens,  Capers,  and  other  brave  and 
true  officers,  order  was  promptly  restored,  and 
for  some  twenty-five  minutes  the  terrific  fire 
was  withstood  and  returned  with  marked  effect 
by  the  gallant  little  band. 

It  was  here  that  the  lamented  Colquitt  was 
mortally  wounded  whilst  cheering  on  his  com- 
mand ;  and,  in  quick  succession,  the  iron-nerved 
'Stevens  and  the  intrepid  Capers  were  se- 
riously wounded  and,  among  others  who  de- 
serve to  live  in  their  country's  memory,  yielded 
up  their  life-blood.  One  third  of  the  gallant 
command  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  Reel- 
ing under  the  storm  of  bullets,  having  lost  all 
but  two  of  their  field  officers,  the  brigade  fell 
back,  fighting,  to  the  position  from  which  they 
advanced.  The  brigade  of  Ector  and  Wilson 
kept  up  their  fire  from  the  —  — .  The  ene- 
my did  not  venture  beyond  their  works,  so  se- 
verely had  they  suffered,  until  I  was  directed 
by  General  Hill  to  withdraw  my  men  to  the  po- 
sition they  occupied  before  advancing,  and  re- 
form my  whole  line  in  rear  of  the  batteries, 
some  few  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  ene- 
my's position.  This  order  was  gallantly  ex- 
tended under  a  heavy  fire,  by  Captain  M.  P. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Our  lines 
being  re-established,  we  remained  in  position 
until  about  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  a  general 
advance  was  ordered. 

Major  A.  M.  Speer,  with  seven  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Georgia  volunteers,  having  come  up, 
my  own  brigade,  now  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Napier,  was  increased  to  some 
one  thousand  four  hundred  men  and  officers.  I 
was  directed  by  Major-General  Walker  to  sup- 
port the  advance  of  General  Liddell's  division. 
Upon  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road,  General  Lid- 
dell  found  his  command  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire 
on  both  flanks  and  fell  back  to  my  rear.  The  gal. 
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iant  Fourth  Georgia,  occupying  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  eager  to  avenge  their  beloved  Colonel, 
the  brave  Captain  Cooper  and  other  true  officers 
of  the  regiment,  with  a  loud  cheer,  led  by  their 
brave  Major,  charged  through  the  woods  before 
them,  driving  the  enemy  and  capturing  some 
forty  prisoners.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade 
followed  up  handsomely  the  advance  upon  the 
left.  Upon  reaching  the  Chattanooga  road,  the 
force  of  the  enemy  that  engaged  and  fired  upon 
the  flanks  of  General  LiddelTs  division  had  re- 
tired from  view ;  and,  not  being  aware  of  any 
support  upon  my  right,  I  at  once  halted  the 
command,  threw  out  skirmishers  to  my  front 
and  upon  my  right  flank,  and  sent  information 
of  my  position  to  Major-General  Walker.  The 
brigades  of  General  Ector  and  Colonel  Wilson  ad- 
vancing, took  up  position  to  the  left  of  the  first 
brigade  without  encountering  any  serious  oppo- 
sition. Not  receiving  any  further  orders,  and 
night  being  nearly  upon  us,  we  bivouacked 
upon  the  field  ot  victor}*.  General  Liddell, 
whose  command  was  promptly  re-formed,  came 
up  and  took  position  on  my  right.  The  firing 
ceased ;  loud  cheers  went  up  to  heaven,  and  the 
grandest,  most  important  battle  of  the  war  was 
fought  and  won. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Major-General 
commanding  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General 
Ector  and  Colonel  Wilson  for  particulars  in  re- 
lation to  their  respective  commands,  and  ac- 
knowledge my  indebtedness  to  them  for  judicious 
and  efficient  support.  To  Major  B.  B.  Smith,  In- 
spector, Captain  M.  P.  King,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Lieutenant  L.  M.  Butler,  and  J.  C.  Hab- 
ersliarn,  Aid-de-Camp,  of  my  staff,  I  am  under 
great  obligations  for  valuable  assistance  in  re- 
forming commands,  extending  orders  under 
heavy  fires  and  other  efficient  service.  Major 
J.  B.  Green,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Captain  J. 
A.  Bowil,  acting  Brigade  Commissary,  and  Lieu- 
tenant J.  M.  Hunt,  acting  Brigade  Ordnance 
Officer,  were  at  their  post  and  in  efficient  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties.  I  would  re- 
commend to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  General 
commanding,  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  Col- 
onel C.  H.  Stevens,  Twenty-fourth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  who,  besides  being  severely 
wounded,  had  two  horses  killed  under  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  the 
officers  and  men  from  my  own  brigade,  repre- 
sented by  their  commanding  officers,  as  having 
conducted  themselves  meritoriously  upon  the 
field  of  battle. 

I  cannot  close%  my  report  without  expressing 
my  satisfaction  at  the  conduct  and  efficiency  of 
the  officers,  and  my  admiration  for  the  brave 
and  soldierly  bearing  of  the  men  of  the  division 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga.  Their  rolls  of  killed  and 
wounded  testify  to  the  place  which  they  occu- 
pied in  the.  picture. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
S.  R.  GIST, 

Brigadier-General  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  E.  C.  WALTHALL. 

HEADQUARTERS  WALTUALL'S  BRIGADE,  1 
NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  October  6,  1863.    J 

Captain  G.  A.    Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  in 
what  concerns  my  own  command  : 

On  Friday,  the  eighteenth  September,  about 
ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  the  head  of  Major-Gen- 
eral Walker's  column  reached  a  point  about  a 
half  mile  from  Alexander's  Bridge.  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  commanding  di- 
vision, to  form  line  of  battle,  with  the  left  of  my 
brigade  resting  on  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge, 
and  to  move  forward,  guiding  left,  and  keeping 
the  road  to  my  left.  The  line  was  formed  almost 
at  right  angles  to  the  road,  the  right  slightly 
retired,  and  skirmishers,  covering  my  entire 
front,  were  thrown  forward  about  two  hundred 
yards. 

These  dispositions  made,  I  moved  forward 
through  a  dense  thicket,  and,  after  advancing 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  encountered  in  front  of  my  left 
and  centre,  the  two  regiments  on  the  right, 
Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvane)  and  Twenty-seventh  Missis- 
sippi regiment  (Colonel  Campbell),  meeting  no 
opposition,  except  in  front  of  the  two  com- 
panies on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-seventh  regi- 
ment. The  road  on  which  my  left  rested  in  the 
beginning  of  the  movement  turns  to  the  right 
at  a  point  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
bridge,  forming  a  right  angle.  At  this  point 
the  Thirty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  Major 
Pegram  commanding,  and  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  Colonel  Scales  commanding,  in  ad- 
vancing passed  across*  the  road  into  an  open 
field,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Brantley,  the  centre  regiment  of 
my  command,  being  immediately  opposite  the 
bridge,  was  stubbornly  resisted  for  about  fifteen 
minutes ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  regiments 
to  the  left  of  this,  driving  the  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy  before  them,  swung  round  under  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  through  an  open  field, 
until  the  line  they  formed  was  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  that  formed  by  the  other  'three  regi- 
ments, conforming  in  the  main  to  the  general 
direction  of  the  creek.  When  the  bridge  was 
gained  by  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, it  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek, 
which  along  my  line  was  narrow,  but  deep, 
with  steep  banks  and  impassable.  The  bridge 
had  been  torn  up  by  the  enemy ;  but  this  fact, 
owing  to  the  density  of  the  undergrowth, 
could  not  be  ascertained  until  the  bank  of  the 
creek  was  occupied.  The  Thirty-fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Mississippi  regiments,  after  swinging 
to  the  right  as  above  mentioned  in  the  field, 
had  been  halted  by  their  commanders  and  the 
men  ordered  to  lie  down,  the  enemy  having  dis- 
appeared in  their  front.  I  then  directed  the 
skirmishers  of  these  regiments,  which  I  had  pre- 
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viously  ordered  to  be  pressed  forward,  to  be  re- 
called, and  the  regiments  to  move  by  the  right 
flank  until  they  closed  up  an  interval  between 
the  Thirtieth  and  Twenty-ninth,  near  the  angle 
in  the  line.  Fowler's  battery  of  my  brigade, 
during  the  engagement,  was  put  in  position  by 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  on  an  emi- 
nence to  the  left  of  my  line,  to  operate  on  a  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  which  had  been  shelling  my 
line,  but  the  enemy  withdrew  his  pieces  while 
Captain  Fowler  was  getting  in  position,  and,  in 
the  meantime,  the  bridge  was  taken.  In  this 
action  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi  lost  heavily, 
and  in  the  Thirty-fourth  an  officer  and  twenty- 
four  enlisted  men  were  wounded.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  sustained  no  loss,  and  Twenty-seventh 
and  Thirtieth  but  slight.  When  the  condition 
of  the  bridge  was  reported  to  Major-G-eneral 
Walker,  he  directed  me  to  move  my  command 
by  the  right  flank,  under  the  direction  of  a  guide 
furnished  me,  towards  Byron's  Ford,  about  one 
mile  below  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  my  com- 
mand, followed  by  the  rest  of  Major-G-eneral 
Walker's  corps,  crossed,  without  opposition, 
and  moved  about  a  mile  towards  Lee  and  G-or- 
don's  Mill,  on  the  Vinyard  road.  Night,  in  the 
meantime,  coming  on,  I  halted,  under  orders 
from  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  and  the 
next  morning,  soon  after  daylight,  I  moved  out, 
left  in  front,  following  Colonel  Govan's  brigade. 
The  column  had  not  moved  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  when  it  was  halted,  and 
rested  on  the  road  side  until  about  eleven 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  Brig- 
adier-General commanding  to  advance  in  line  of 
battle.  After  moving  forward  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  he  directed  me  to  move  by  the  right 
flank,  and,  when  my  right  was  nearly  opposite  an 
old  shop  near  the  road,  te  halt,  and  front,  and  ad- 
vance in  line  of  battle.  Just  here  a  staff  officer 
from  Major-General  Walker  came  to  me  with 
orders  to  move  rapidly  forward,  as  Ector's  and 
Wilson  s  brigades  were  badly  cut  up  and  largely 
outnumbered  by  the  enemy.  Soon  the  General 
came  in  person,  and,  meeting  me  with  my  com- 
mand, gave  me  instructions  as  to  directions, 
localities,  &c.  With  Colonel  Govan's  brigade 
on  my  left,  I  moved  rapidly  forward  and  en- 
countered the  enemy  (before  I  had  advanced 
five  hundred  yards)  in  strong  force.  The  firing 
indicated  that  the  two  brigades  had  met  the 
enemy  along  the  whole  line  of  both  at  the  same 
time.  After  moving  forward  a  hundred  yards, 
or  so,  my  line  was  checked  for  a  moment  by  a 
heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire,  but,  when 
ordered  to  advance,  the  whole  line  moved 
promptly  forward  with,  a  shout,  breaking  the 
first  and  then  the  second  line  of  the  enemy, 
passing  over  two  full  batteries  and  capturing 
four  hundred  and  eleven  prisoners,  of  whom 
twenty-three  were  commissioned  officers.  The 
prisoners,  in  the  main,  claimed  to  be  from  the 
First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Sixteenth 
United  States  infantry,  and  from  Company  H, 
Fifth  artillery,  and  one  First  Lieutenant  from 
Fourth  Indiana  battery.  A  large  proportion  of 


the  artillery  horses  attached  to  the  batteries 
over  which  we  passed,  having  been  either 
killed  or  wounded,  it  was  impossible,  at  the 
time,  to  retire  the  pieces  as  they  were  gained, 
Lieutenani>Colonel  Reynolds,  field  officer  of  the 
day,  with  a  detail  from  the  Thirty-fourth  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  removed  one  Parrott  gun  to 
the  rear,  which  was  delivered  to  Major  Palmer, 
Chief  of  Artillery  on  Major-General  Walker's 
staff. 

After  passing  beyond  the  second  line  of  the 
enemy  I  ascertained  that  he  was  turning  my 
right  flank,  and,  while  making  a  disposition  of 
my  right  regiment  in  the  effort  to  prevent  it, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds,  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  left  of  the  line  to  observe  the  operations 
there,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  al- 
ready upon  the  flank  of  my  left  regiment. 
Moving  towards  the  left  I  discovered  a  piece  of 
artillery  being  put  in  position,  opposite,  and 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  left  of  my 
line,  which  was  already  turned.  I  withdrew  my 
command  at  once,  the  engagement  having  lasted 
about  one  hour.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue, 
and  I  took  my  position,  under  orders  from  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  right  of 
the  position  from  which  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham's  command  just  then  advanced. 

In  this  engagement  my  command  suffered 
heavily.  Lieutenan-Colonel  McKelvane,  com- 
manding Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Mississippi  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McKelvane  re- 
mained in  command  of  his  regiment  (after  he 
was  wounded)  till  the  engagement  was  over.  In 
the  course  of  two  hours  from  this  time,  several 
immaterial  changes  having,  in  the  meantime, 
been  made  in  my  position,  Lieutenant-General 
Polk  directed  me  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  in 
extension  of  Major-General  Cheatham's  line,  tak- 
ing my  position  on  the  right  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Jackson.  This  was  done  under  the  enemy's 
fire,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  turn  Gen- 
eral Cheatham's  right  flank.  Colonel  Govan's 
brigade  took  position  on  my  right,  whereupon 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding  ordered  his 
line  to  advance.  My  command  .moved  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  the  enemy 
contesting  the  ground,  but  falling  back  until  the 
crest  of  a  ridge  in  front  of  me  had  been  gained. 
Here  the  enemy,  strongly  posted,  delivered  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms ;  the 
advance  was  checked,  and  in  the  course  of  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  my  line  was  forced  to  retire 
to  its  original  position  on  Brigadier-General 
Jackson's  right,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  Bri- 
gadier-General commanding  to  remain  there 
until  further  orders.  Four  guns  of  Fowler's 
battery  were  posted,  during  this  last  movement, 
in  rear  of  Liddell's  division,  and  opened  fire  on 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  was  shelling  the 
troops  on  the  left,  and  silenced  it  in  a  few  min- 
utes. One  section  under  Lieutenant  Phelan,  in 
an  attempt  to  follow  my  brigade  when  it  moved 
to  General  Cheatham's  right,  passed,  by  reason 
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of  another  command  being  mistaken  for  mine, 
be}7ond  the  right  of  my  line,  and  was  put  in 
position  at  a  point  where  the  infantry  support- 
ing it  was  forced  to  fall  back  before  a  superior 
force  of  the  en^my,  after  a  short  engagement. 
All  the  horses  of  one  piece  were  killed,  and  all 
but  one  of  the  other  either  killed  or  wounded. 
One  piece  was  lost,  but  afterwards  recaptured  ; 
the  other  was  brought  off.  The  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  in  this  section  was  heavy,  and  the 
pieces  used  with  great  effect. 

In  the  engagement  on  Saturday  afternoon 
Major  Pegram,  commanding  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  and  Major  Staples,  com- 
manding the  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, were  severely  wounded,  and  Captain 
Smith,  the  senior  Captain  of  the  latter,  having 
been  slightly  wounded,  the  command  of  that 
regiment  devolved  on  Captain  Toomer  till  the 
next  morning,  when  Captain  Smith  reported  for 
duty  and  assumed  command.  The  command  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  regiment  devolved  on  Captain 
Bo  wen  after  Major  Pegram  was  wounded.  When 
Captain  Fowler  reported  that  one  of  the  pieces 
under  Lieutenant  Phelan  had  been  lost  on  my 
right,  tfae  line  in  the  meantime  having  fallen 
back,  and  the  firing  having  ceased,  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Mississippi  regiment,  under  command  of 
Captain  Toomer,  was  sent  to  the  right,  under 
the  supervision  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Reynolds, 
field  officer  of  the  day,  to  a  point  opposite  where 
the  gun  was  said  by  Lieutenant  Phelan  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  moved  forward, 
driving  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  till  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy,  who  had  retired 
from  the  position  he  occupied  when  the  gun 
was  taken,  had  removed  the  gun  before  falling 
back.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  back  to 
its  proper  position  in  line. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Sunday  morning  my  com- 
mand was  moved  by  the  left  flank,  by  order  of 
the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  the  rear 
of  Major-General  Cheatham's  line  and  then  back, 
past  the  position  where  it  had  spent  the  night, 
to  the  right,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  and  a-half 
in  rear  of  where  Major-Geueral  Breckinridge's 
forces  were  engaged,  and  halted  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  and  after  one  or  two  un- 
important changes  of  position,  Lientenani>Gen- 
eral  Polk  directed  me  to  move  to  the  left,  to  a 
point  to  be  indicated  by  Major  Ratchford,  of 
Lieutenant-General  Hill's  staff,  to  the  support  of 
Brigadier-General  Polk.  I  moved  by  the  left 
flank  to  the  point  indicated  by  Major  Ratchford, 
who  accompanied  me,  and  advanced  my  line 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  com- 
menced before  I  got  into  position.  I  pressed 
forward  two  or  three  hundred  yards  under  this 
fire  through  dense  under-growth,  until  the  enemy 
opened  fire  on  my  left  flank  from  the  angle  of  his 
fortifications  just  opposite.  About  the  same 
time  an  impression — afterwards  shown  to  be 
unfounded — was  produced  by  stragglers,  and 
among  them  one  officer,  falling  back  from  some 
line  to  the  right  of  my  immediate  front,  that  the 


right  of  my  line  had  fired  into  our  own  friends ; 
so  dense  was  the  thicket  that  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain,  at  the  moment,  the  exact  position 
of  any  line,  nor  was  I  able  to  find  Brigadier- 
General  Folk's  command.  My  left  having  been 
driven  back,  I  ordered  the  right  to  cease  firing 
and  retired  it,  and  re-formed  my  line  under  cover 
of  the  hill,  and  reported  the  fact  to  Lieuteriant- 
General  Hill,  who  directed  me  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion which  I  occupied,  guarding  well  my  left ; 
my  right  and  centre  being  then  covered  by 
another  command,  which  had  fallen  back,  and 
was  re-forming  very  near  me.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Reynolds,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  whom  but  a  short  time  before  I  had 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at 
his  post  of  duty,  just  before  the  left  of  my  line 
gave  way  under  a  flank  fire,  as  above  stated, 
and  died  soon  afterwards.  No  braver  man  or 
better  soldier  fell  upon  the  field  of  Chickamauga 
than  this  faithful  and  accomplished  officer,  whose 
loss  is  deeply  deplored  throughout  this  com- 
mand. In  his  death  the  service  sustains  a  heavy 
loss.  Major  Johnson,  of  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi 
regiment,  was  wounded  about  the  same  time, 
but,  his  wound  being  slight,  he  did  not  quit  the 
field. 

In  a  short  time  after  my  line  was  re-formed,  I 
was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General  command- 
ing to  move  my  command  by  the  right  flank 
some  four  hundred  yards,  and  forward  about  half 
that  distance,  and  await  orders.  The  right  of  my 
brigade  rested  in  a  field,  near  a  fence,  and  the 
centre  and  left  in  the  woods,  just  in  rear  of  a 
little  prairie.  In  this  position,  with  my  battery 
posted  near  the  centre  of  my  line,  and  Govan's 
brigade  on  my  left,  I  remained  until  about  five 
o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  Briga- 
dier-General commanding  that  the  line  would 
advance,  and  to  move  my  command  forward, 
guiding  left.  I  put  it  in  motion,  my  brigade 
being  then  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and 
met  no  opposition  even  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers until  I  was  in  sight  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  near  McDonald's  house.  Here  the  skir- 
mishers, firing  from  behind  the  house  and  the 
out-houses  of  the  settlement,  resisted  my  advance 
for  a  moment,  but  soon  most  of  them  fled,  a  few 
surrendering.  I  moved  across  the  road  and  into 
the  open* field  beyond,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding  to  halt  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  road,  and  let  the  men  lie 
down  till  he  could  put  the  batteries  of  his 
division  on  my  right ;  and  to  this  he  gave  his 
personal  attention.  While  my  line  was  advanc- 
ing unopposed,  a  continuous  fire  was  heard  to 
my  left,  and  most  of  it  seemed  to  be  on  the  left 
of  Govan's  brigade,  and  as  the  division  advanced 
this  firing  was  continued  to  its  left  and  rear.  In 
the  field  in  which  my  line  was  halted,  Govan's 
brigade  also  halted,  in  extension  of  my  line. 
Skirmishers  were  kept  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  in  front.  The  order  to  lie  down  had 
scarcely  been  given  and  executed,  when  the 
whole  line  was  enfiladed  from  three  batteries — 
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ono  on  the  hill  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cloud's 
house ;  another  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  right  of  my  line,  concealed  in  a  clump  of 
bushes  (both  these  on  the  right);  and  one  to  the 
left  of  Go  van,  near  the  Chattanooga  road.  Some 
of  our  pieces  were  turned  upon  the  batteries  to 
the  right,  and  used  to  the  best  advantage  under 
the  circumstances,  but  neither  was  silenced. 
After  enduring  a  very  heavy  fire  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  from  these  three  batteries,  with  no  enemy 
to  be  seen  in  front,  the  brigade  to  my  left  gave 
way,  and  my  own  soon  followed,  falling  back  in 
confusion  under  a  furious  cannonade.  The  ene- 
my, from  the  woods  to  the  right,  soon  appeared 
and  occupied  the  road  in  time  to  cut  off  and  cap- 
ture most  of  the  skirmishers,  with  several  of 
their  officers,  who  covered  my  front  in  the  field. 
Colonel  J.  J.  Scales,  commanding  Thirtieth 
Mississippi  regiment,  was  captured  here,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi regiment,  then  acting  as  field  officer  of 
the  day,  was  wounded.  He,  however,  returned 
to  duty  next  morning.  With  the  three  remain- 
ing field  officers  (and  one  of  them  slightly 
wounded,  but  still  on  duty)  out  of  the  ten  with 
whom  I  had  gone  into  action  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, my  broken  line  was  promptly  re-formed 
and  moved  forward.  The  enemy  had  withdrawn 
before  I  again  reached  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  I  was  ordered  by  the  Brigadier-General 
commanding,  soon  after,  to  take  position  in  a 
field  to  the  right  of  Govan's  brigade,  which  was 
posted  near  McDonald's  house  and  east  of  the 
Chattanooga  read,  and  to  construct  such  tem- 
porary protections  for  the  men  as  could  be  made 
of  rails,  etc.,  in  front  of  my  lines.  Just  after  I  got 
into  the  field  with  my  command,  I  was  directed 
by  the  Brigadier-General  commanding  to  move 
it  back  into  the  woods,  in  rear  of  Colonel  Govan ; 
two  shells,  to  which  the  enemy  replied  from  a 
battery  in  front,  having  been  thrown  directly 
over  my  line  from  some  battery  in  my  rear,  the 
first  one  exploding  just  over  the  Twenty-fourth 
Mississippi  regiment  and  severely  wounding  a 
man  of  that  command. 

The  next  day  the  whole  corps  moved  toward 
Chattanooga  by  the  main  road,  it  having  been 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  during 
the  night.  In  this  battle,  out  of  ten  field  officers, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  company  officers, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  enlisted 
men,  which  I  carried  in,  I  lost  seven  hundred 
and  five,  of  whom  sixty-nine  were  killed  and 
twelve  have  since  died  from  their  wounds.  A 
full  report  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted. 

To  all  of  my  regimental  commanders,  and  to 
Captain  Fowler,  of  Fowler's  battery,  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  cordial  support,  and  a  gallant, 
faithful,  and  skilful  discharge  of  duty  at  all  times 
during  the  battle,  as  I  am  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  commands,  for  the  coolness,  daring  and 
persistence  (except  'in  a  very  few  instances) 
which  marked  their  action  throughout  all  the  en- 
gagements. For  individual  instances  of  gallantry, 
etc.,  for  a  more  perfect  understanding  of  de- 
tails, I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  regi- 


mental and  battery  commanders,  herewith  sub- 
mitted. To  the  several  members  of  my  staff 
my  thanks  are  due  for  the  valuable  aid  I  re- 
ceived at  their  hands,  by  means  of  their  prompt 
attention  to  all  their  duties,  and  their  gallant 
bearing  under  all  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C.  WALTHALL, 
Brigadier-General  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  A.  M.  MANIGAULT. 

HEADQUARTERS  MANIGAULT'S  BRIGADE,  HINDATAN'S  DIVISION,") 

FOLK'S  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,         v 

MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  TENN.,  October  8,  1863.  J 

Major  J.   P.    Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  my 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  on  the  two  days 
preceding  it : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  September 
(having  left  our  encapment  ^near  Lafayette  the 
previous  evening),  when  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  on  Chicka- 
mauga Creek — the  enemy  opening  upon  our 
column  whilst  on  the  march,  from  a  battery  on 
the  opposite  side — we  were  ordered  to* form  a 
line  of  battle  fronting  the  enemy's  position  ,which 
threw  my  command,  the  right  resting  on  the 
road,  obliquely  .across  an  open  field,  our  front 
being  covered  by  skirmishers  deployed  from 
each  regiment  under  the  command  of  Major 
Butler,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment. 
Here  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
which  had  begun  to  open  upon  our  lines,  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  six  men  in  the  Tenth  and  Nine- 
teenth South  Carolina  regiments.  This  position 
was  afterwards  changed,  in  order  to  bring  our 
right  nearer  to  General  Deas'  left,  whose  bri- 
gade extended  beyond  me  to  the  right.  Bivou- 
acking near  the  road  that  night,  we  again  occu- 
pied a  position  near  the  same  place,  but  with 
the  lines  advanced  and  the  left  thrown  forward 
some  three  or  four  hundred  yards  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  enemy's  artillery  occasion- 
ally throwing  a  few  shots  in  our  neighborhood, 
but  without  effect.  Our  skirmishers  kept  up 
a  steady  fire  with  those  of  the  enemy  oppos- 
ing them,  suffering  a  small  loss  on  their  own 
part. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  (September  nine- 
teenth) we  received  orders,  through  the  division 
commander,  to  move  with  the  division  to  join 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  a  portion  of  which 
had  become  engaged,  the  battle  having  com- 
menced. Moving  by  the  right  flank,  and  fol- 
lowing the  brigade  of  General  Deas,  we  crossed 
the  Chickamauga  at  Hunt's  Ford,  wading  to 
the  west  bank.  Continuing  to  move  on  for  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles,  we  arrived  upon 
the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 
Hood's  division  had  been  engaged  during  the 
afternoon.  It  was  understood  that  we  were  to  sup- 
port this  division.  The  brigade  was  then  form- 
ed in  line,  with  that  of  General  Deas  upon  the 
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right,  and  Anderson's  as  a  support,  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear — our  line  facing  directly  west. 
It  was  now  after  sunset,  when  the  order  to 
move  forward  was  received,  and  we  advanced, 
dressing  to  the  right,  some  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards,  moving  forward  slowly  and  with 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  dense  growth  through 
which  we  had  to  pass.  Skirmishers  were 
thrown  to  the  front,  the  line  having  been  halted. 

The  skirmishers  and  the  left  companies  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  xllabaina  regiment,  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  brigade,  a  short  time  after  night-fall 
(twice)  became  engaged  with  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  believed  to  be  a  reconnoitring  party, 
in  which  that  regiment  lost  some  twelve  or  thir- 
teen men  killed  and  wounded,  but  in  each  in- 
stance inflicting  a  severe  loss  upon  the  enemy 
and  driving  them  back.  Falling  back  from  the 
above  position,  by  order  of  the  division  com- 
mander, about  nine  o'clock  that  night  we  re- 
joined the  line  of  battle,  a  portion  of  the  brigade 
filling  the  space  between  the  left  of  Hood's  di- 
vision and  the  right  of  Major-General  Buckner's 
corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Septem- 
ber (Sunday),  at  an  early  hour,  our  final  line  of 
battle  was  complete — the  brigade  being  in  the 
front  line,  General  Deas,  with  his  brigade,  being 
on  my  right,  and  my  left  resting  on  Colonel 
Trigg's  brigade,  of  Preston's  division,  Buckner's 
corps.  My  instructions  were  to  move  forward 
when  the  brigade  to  my  right  moved — the  attack 
commencing  on  the  right  of  the  army — the  move- 
ment being  taken  up  successively  by  each  divis- 
ion and  brigade  towards  the  left,  and  I  was  also 
informed  that  the  troops  on  my  left  would  move 
forward  in  like  manner.  At  about  half-past 
eleven  A.  M.  (the  action  having  commenced  on 
the  right  at  about  ten  .o'clock),  General  Deas' 
brigade  began  its  forward  movement,  and  my 
own  was  given  the  order  to  advance.  The  guide 
being  to  the  right,  in  order  to  preserve  a  con- 
tinuous line  (as  much  as  possible)  with  that  por- 
tion of  the  division  on  the  right,  the  men  were 
obliged  to  move  forward  at  a  very  rapid  pace. 
Skirmishers,  covering  the  entire  front,  preceded 
our  advance  at  a  distance  of  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The  brigade 
moved  steadily  on  for  a  distance  of  some  six  or 
seven  hundred  yards  before  meeting  with  any 
opposition,  when  we  found  the  enemy  in  our 
front,  posted  near  the  crest  of  a  hill,  a  gradual 
ascent  leading  to  it ;  and  behind  breastworks  of 
logs  and  timber  their  infantry  lay,  opening  upon 
the  command  a  heavy  fire  at  short  range  from 
their  positions  of  fancied  security.  At  this 
point  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina 
regiments  were  partially  in  a  wood  ;  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  regiment  was  exposed  in  an  open 
field  in  front  of  them,  and  in  the  centre  of  which 
was  planted  a  Federal  battery ;  several  pieces 
of  artillery  also  being  in  the  wood  on  our  right. 
Waters'  battery,  which  had  followed  in  rear  of 
the  brigade,  occupied  our  centre,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment  on  the  left  of  it,  its 
right  being  on  the  west  edge  of  the  same  field 


and  extending  into  a  wood  beyond,  and  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment  to  the  left  of 
this  wood,  also  in  an  open  field,  with  thick 
woods  in  their  front.  The  entire  line  now  be- 
came hotly  engaged,  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth 
South  Carolina  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  advancing  to  within  eighty  yards  of 
the  enemy's  breastworks,  receiving  and  giving 
a  heavy  fire.  Here  they*  were  checked  and, 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  thrown  into  some 
confusion,  not  so  much  from  the  fire  in  their 
front  as  from  a  heavy  enfilade  fire  from  the  ene- 
my on  their  left,  which  caused  a  heavy  loss,  but 
they  almost  immediately  advanced  again  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  works,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth  Alabama 
regiments  moved  steadily  forward,  also  receiv- 
ing a  heavy  fire,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
works  in  their  front.  Finding  myself  at  this 
time  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  the  forces 
on  my  left,  which,  when  in  line  of  battle,  I  had 
been  told  would  advance  simultaneously  with 
me,  had  not  done  so  (the  information  which  I 
had  received  being,  I  suppose,  incorrect),  and 
that  my  left  flank  was  overlapped,  as  far  as  could 
be  seen,  by  several  regiments  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry, and  not  knowing  how  heavy  the  enemy's 
force  was  in  this  direction — my  three  right  regi- 
ments being  thrown  in  much  confusion,  and  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing  through  the 
field  on  my  centre  to  recover  their  lost  ground 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery  which  had.been  cap- 
tured by  the  Nineteenth  South  Carolina,  which, 
however,  the  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  doing — 
I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back  about  three 
hundred  yards,  across  the  Chattanooga  and  La- 
fayette road.  In  this  movement  the  two  left 
regiments,  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-fourth 
Alabama,  fell  back  with  an  unbroken  front.  In 
retiring  the  battery,  the  pole  of  the  limber  of  a 
piece  having  been  broken,  the  piece  was  for 
a  time  abandoned.  However,  Colonel  Reid, 
commanding  Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment, 
moved  his  regiment  forward,  deploying  two 
companies  as  skirmishers,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
covering it. 

Just  after  having  given  the  order  for  the  re- 
tirement of  the  brigade,  General  Anderson's 
command  of  Mississippians,  the  reserve  of  the 
division,  came  gallantly  forward  and  swept  by 
me,  his  left  regiment  covering  some  four  or  five 
companies  of  my  right  regiment.  The  Tenth 
South  Carolina,  Colonel  Pressley*  commanding, 
the  Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina, 
with  several  companies,  there  .joined  him,  and 
continued  to  move  forward.  Previous  to  the 
advance  of  General  Anderson,  I  had  sent  to 
General  Buckner  to  request  that  the  brigade 
which  had  been  on  my  left  whilst  in  line  (Trigg's 
brigade)  should  be  sent  forward  to  my  support. 
They  soon  made  their  appearance,  but  the  enemy 
had  fallen  back,  owing  to  the  advance  of  Gen- 
erals Deas  and  Anderson,  and  others  on  my 
right;  they  apprehending,  in  all  probability, 
that  they  themselves  would  be  cut  off,  seeing 
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also  that  reinforcements  were  coming  to  my  as- 
sistance. 

The  line  having  been  re-formed,  the  brigade 
was  then  moved  forward  and  was  placed,  by 
order  of  General  Hindman,  on  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Deas'  brigade,  then  occupying  a  portion  of 
a  ridge  west  of  the  road  known  as  the  Rossville 
road.  Here  we  remained  but  a  short  time,  when 
orders  were  received  from  the  same  source  to 
report  to  General  Bushrod  Johnson,  whose  com- 
mand was  then  heavily  pressed,  on  a  succession 
of  ridges  which  lay  east  of  our  present  position, 
about  half  a  mile  to  our  right,  and  to  the  east  of 
the  Rossville  road.  The  command  was  imme- 
diately moved  and  formed  on  the  summit  of  one 
of  the  ridges  before  alluded  to,  the  line  being  at 
right  angles 'with  that  occupied  in  the  morning 
and  running  east  and  west.  My  right  covered 
the  battery  of  Captain  Dent,  which  we  found, 
to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Johnson, 
already  in  position  ;  the  centre  rested  in  a  gorge 
between  the  ridge  on  which  the  battery  stood 
and  the  left,  which  crowned  a  second  ridge; 
having  the  brigade  of  General  Deas  on  the  left, 
the  right  of  his  brigade,  however,  covering  six 
companies  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regi- 
ment. Skirmishers  having  been  thrown  for- 
ward, immediately  developed  the  enemy  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
yards  in  our  front,  with  a  battery  in  position. 

About  half  past  three  o'clock,  having  received 
orders  from  General  Bushrod  Johnson,  under 
whose  supervision  the  movement  was  to  be 
made,  to  swing  my  line  round,  making  a  right- 
half  wheel,  which  wheel  was  to  be  continued 
if  practicable,  in  order  to  envelop  the  enemy  in 
our  front  and  drive  him  back  upon  the  centre 
of  our  lines,  General  Deas  on  my  left  to  com- 
mence the  movement,  and  each  successive  bri- 
gade .to  conform  to  the  wheel,  keeping  the 
touch  of  the  right  and  dressing  to  the  left,  the 
troops  were  set  in  motion,  and  here  commenced 
one  of  the  most  desperate  contests  of  the  day. 
The  movement  was  scarce  begun  ere  the  entire 
line  became  engaged,  and  a  deadly  fire  of  mus- 
ketry and  canister  was  opened  upon  it  at  short 
range.  The  line  for  a  short  time  was  thrown  in 
much  confusion,  but  was  quickly  rallied  and 
again  advanced  ;  again  and  again  were  they 
driven  back,  but  as  promptly  rallied  and  moved 
forward  again,  at  each  advance  driving  the  ene- 
my still  further  from  their  original  position. 
Nothing  but  the  determined  valor  of  our  sol- 
diers could  have  withstood  the  withering  volleys 
poured  into  them  by  the  enemy,  who  at  this 
point  certainly  fought  with  great  obstinacy. 

The  field  and  company  officers  were,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  conspicuous  for  their  good  conduct, 
urging  and  cheering  on  the  men,  and  themselves 
setting  an  example  to  which  their  men  nobly 
responded.  After  a  contest  of  nearly  three 
hours,  victory  crowned  their  efforts,  and  the  foe 
were  baffled  and  beaten  and  many  taken  prison- 
ers. Owing  to  the  exposed  position  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and  to  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  still  remained 


on  our  left,  this  regiment  could  never  get  ahead, 
and  was,  together  with  a  large  number  of  men 
from  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  held 
in  hand  to  prevent  any  demonstration  of  the 
enemy  on  our  flank. 

It  was  after  sunset  when  the  firing  ceased, 
and  night  ended  the  contest.  The  men,  com- 
pletely exhausted  by  their  long  continued  ef- 
forts, had  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
they  had  been  victorious  in  every  part  of  the 
field,  and  that  their  efforts  had  contributed  no 
small  share  to  the  earning  of  this  great  victory. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  already  handed  in.  We 
have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  many  brave  officers 
and  men  who  fell  on  that  bloody  field.  The  loss 
of  no  one  will  be  felt  more  keenly  than  that  of 
Captain  D.  E.  Huger,  Assistant  Inspector-Gen- 
eral of  my  staff,  who  fell  about  a  half  hour  be- 
fore sunset,  pierced  through  the  heart  by  a  rifle 
ball,  and  expired  immediately.  Earnest  and 
zealous  in  the  -discharge  of  his  duty,  he  had 
made  himself  respected  and  belovecf  in  this  com- 
mand by  his  gentle,  manly  manners,  his  impar- 
tial and  consistent  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  department,  and  by  his  great  courage,  cool- 
ness, and  judgment  in  action.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  also  lost  one  of  its  most  efficient 
officers,  Captain  O'Brien,  a  gentleman  of  accom- 
plished mind,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer.  Cap- 
tain Chamberlain  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  the 
same  regiment,  were  severely  wounded,  and 
their  valuable  services  will  be  for  a  long  period 
lost  to  their  country. 

The  following  named  officers  were  distin- 
guished for  their  conduct  on  the  field,  and  1  take 
pleasure  in  bringing  them  to  your  attention  in 
this  report :  Lieutenant-colonel  Julius  S.  Por- 
cher,  Tenth  South  Carolina  volunteers;  Major 
J.  L.  White,  Nineteenth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, and  Adjutant  Fenell,  of  same  regiment. 

Of  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  regiment, 
Captains  Hazard,  Oliver,  McCraken,  Fowler,  and 
Hall,  Lieutenants  Higley,  Chapman,  Pacham, 
Dunlap,  Young,  Euholnr,  Hood,  Hanley,  Nor- 
thrup,  Short,  Adjutant  Jennison,  Sergeant-Major 
Minck,  and  Color-Sergeant  Moody,  behaved  with 
great  gallantry. 

Lieutenant  Jordan,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Ala- 
bama, conducted  himself  in  a  most  conspicuous 
manner,  and  I  regret  to  say  was  killed  during 
the  action.  Of  the  same  regiment,  Captains 
Hopkins  and  Ford,  Lieutenant  Graham  and  Act- 
ing Adjutant  Wood,  throughout  the  action,  were 
distinguished  for  their  gallant  conduct.  Cap- 
tain Reise,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Commissary  Sergeant 
Craig,  were  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  in  their  respective  departments.  Thirty- 
fourth  Alabama  regiment,  Lieutenants  Mitchel, 
Lambert,  Oliver,  Crochett,  and  Bickerstaff,  be- 
haved in  a  manner  to  attract  attention. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  referring 
specially  to  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  Colonel 
J.  C.  Reid,  commanding,  and  Major  W.  L.  But- 
ler, Twenty-eighth  Alabama  regiment;  Colonel 
J.  P.  Pressley,  commanding  Tenth  South  Caro- 
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lina ;  Colonel  N.  N.  Davis,  commanding,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  Sawyer,  Twenty-fourth 
Alabama  regiment,  and  Major  Slaughter,  com- 
manding Thirty-fourth  Alabama  regiment,  and 
to  their  individual  exertions  is  to  be  attributed 
much  of  the  success  which  attended  our  arms 
on  that  day.  Untiring  in  their  efforts,  they  set 
an  example  to  their  commands  by  their  personal 
daring,  the  effect  of  which  was  visible  in  many 
instances. 

To  my  staff  I  am  indebted  for  the  most  valuable 
assistance.  Captain  C.  J.  Walker,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General, and  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Huger, 
Aid-de-Camp,  who  fearlessly  exposed  their  per- 
sons, carrying  and  executing  orders  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Malone, 
Brigade  Provost-Marshal,  was  active  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  and  'rendered  efficient  ser- 
vice in  the  prevention  of  straggling,  forcing 
many,  who  were  unwiUing  to  face  the  heavy  fire 
to  which  they  had  been  exposed,  back  into  their 
proper  positions. 

I  beg.  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  re- 
port of  the  regimental  commanders,  who  have 
more  particularly  specified  the  names,  rank,  &c., 
of  parties  conspicuous  for  their  conduct  in  their 
respective  regiments,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga. 

I  have  the  honor,  Major,  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  MANIGAULT, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  Z.  C.  DBAS. 

HEADQUARTERS  DBAS'  BRIGADE,  HINDMAN'S  DIVISION,") 

FOLK'S  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,  v 

MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  BEFORE  CHATTANOOGA,  Oct.  9,1863.) 

Major  J.  P.  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-General 

Hindmaris  Division : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  action  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  on  Chickamauga  Creek : 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  seventeenth  Sep- 
tember, my  brigade,  with  the  division,  left  La- 
fayette and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near 
Worthon's  Gap.  The  next  morning  we  moved 
forward  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  east 
side  of  Chickamauga  Creek,  opposite  to  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill,  where  we  had  skirmishing  and 
artillery  firing,  oif  and  on,  during  that  and  the 
next  day,  until  the  division  was  relieved  by  that 
of  General  Breckinridge,  and  ordered  to  cross 
the  creek  at  Hunt's  Ford,  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  below.  Soon  after  crossing,  we  came 
under  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  form  on  the  right  of  Manigault's 
brigade,  with  General  Anderson  supporting,  and 
move  forward,  which  I  did  promptly,  but  before 
I  reached  the  line  of  the  enemy  it  was  dark. 
All  fighting  having  ceased,  I  fell  back,  under 
orders,  a  short  distance,  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

At  early  daylight,  I  again  moved  forward  to 
take  my  position  in  line,  which  was  at  the  time 
occupied  by  a  portion  of  a  division  under  Bri- 


gadier-General Law,  which  was  moving  by  the 
right  flank  to  make  room  for  me ;  but  it  was 
seven,  or  perhaps  even  as  late  as  eight  o'clock, 
before  my  entire  brigade  got  into  position,  with 
Brigadier-General  Manigault's  on  my  left,  and 
Brigadier-General  Anderson's  in  support.  Here 
I  received  instructions  that  the  fighting  would 
commence  on  the  right  and  gradually  extend 
towards  the  left,  each  brigade  attacking  as  the 
one  on  its  right  became  engaged. 

A  few  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  heavy 
firing  of  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  right  an- 
nounced that  the  fight  had  commenced  in  earnest. 
About  twenty  minutes  after  eleven  the  brigade 
on  my  right  (Gregg's)  moved  forward  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy.  I  immediately  followed,  and 
by  the  time  I  had  advanced  three  hundred  yards, 
saw  the  line  of  the  enemy  behind  a  breastwork 
of  logs,  at  sight  of  which  my  men  rushed  for- 
ward with  a  yell,  and,  charging  the  defences, 
took  them  without  faltering.  As  they  climbed 
over,  some  six  or  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy 
threw  down  their  arms  and  hurried  through  our 
lines  to  the  rear.  These  works  were  at  the 
foot  of  a  gradually  sloping  hill  of  considera- 
ble height,  just  beyond  the  crest  of  which  were 
Eosted  about  twelve  pieces  of  artil  fcry,  and  in 
•ont  of  them,  a  little  lower  down,  v  as  another 
work  of  the  enemy,  which  was  carr»°d  by  my 
brave  and  gallant  men  without  a  moment's  fal- 
tering. About  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  were 
taken  here. 

By  the  time  I  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill  my 
briga'de  (which  had  for  some  distance  been  mov- 
ing at  a  double-quick,  passing  in  this  manner 
over  two  works  of  the  enemy)  b£came  some- 
what scattered,  and  were,  in  consequence, 
checked  for  the  moment  in  their  onward  move- 
ment. It  was  at  this  period  that  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson's  gallant  Mississippi  brigade  came 
to  my  assistance,  and  as  my  men  saw  them  coming 
they  moved  forward  again  and,  in  conjunction 
with  this  brigade,  captured  several  other  pieces  of 
artillery  and  scattered  the  enemy  in  our  front  so 
effectually  that  they  never  rallied  or  re-formed 
again  during  the  day  on  this  part  of  the  field. 
During  this  charge,  my  brigade  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  with  the  exception  of 
Brigadier-General  Anderson's,  which,  from  being 
in  support,  had  got  on  my  left.  I  now  halted 
and  re-formed  my  brigade,  to  be  used  as  emer- 
gencies might  require  ;  and,  learning  that  Major- 
General  Hin<fman  was  near  by,  reported,  in  per- 
son, and  received  orders  to  move  to  the  rear 
and  right,  and  assist  the  troops  then  engaged, 
which  proved  to  be  Brigadier-General  Bushrod 
Johnson's  division.  I  should  here  state  that  my 
men  killed,  early  in  the  fight,  and  bore  ofif  the 
body  of  Brigadier-General  Lytle,  United  States 
army. 

In  moving  back  to  take  a  new  position,  Bri- 
gadier-General Anderson's  brigade  and  mine 
came  together,  but  soon  separated  again,  he 
going  to  the  right,  and  I  to  the  left,  to  form  on 
the  left  of  Brigadier-General  Bushrod  Johnson; 
but  on  taking  my  position,  under  instructions 
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from  him,  I  found  there  was  a  gap  of  about  six 
or  seven  hundred  yards.  General  Manigault, 
coming  up  some  time  after  this  with  his  brigade, 
was  ordered  by  Major-General  Hindman  to  fill 
up  this  gap,  To  get  into  line  with  these  bri- 
gades, it  was  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  right 
wheel  and  to  form  a  line  at  right  angles  with  my 
last.  It  was  now  about  four  o'clock.  My  line 
having  been  formed,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Johnson  to  make  a  right  wheel  again,  or  swing 
to  the  right,  which  brought  me  in  collision  with 
the  enemy.  My  brigade  at  this  time  being  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army,  and  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Rossville  road,  formed  a  line  facing  almost 
to  the  left  flank  of  the  one  I  occupied  in  the 
morning.  Here  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
right  and  rear  of  Thomas's  or  Granger's  corps, 
posted  on  a  steep  hill,  on  which  was  planted  ar- 
tillery. My  brigade  was  at  this  time  with- 
out any  support  whatever.  The  ascent  of  this 
hill  was  exceedingly  difficult,  besides  being  very 
steep.  Here  I  met  with  the  most  obstinate  re- 
sistance I  had  encountered  during  the  day,  and, 
after  contending  with  the  enemy  in  this  unequal 
position  during  an  hour  and  a  half,  my  men  in 
this  time  having  been  partially  driven  back  sev- 
eral times,  my  whole  line  was  finally  driven 
down  the  hill.  After  re-forming  in  an  adjoining 
hollow,  I  again  moved  forward  and  found  that 
the  attack  on  the  enemy  had  been  so  severe  that 
they  were  not  disposed  to  risk  another  engage- 
ment, and  had  retired,  leaving  me  in  possession 
of  the  field. 

It  was  now  dark,  and  I  posted  my  command 
so  as  to  hold  the  Rossville  road,  on  which  I 
then  was,  and  then  sent  forward  scouts  one  mile 
to  the  front,  who  reported  no  enemy,  but  cap- 
tured about  fifty  prisoners.  Here  I  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
battle  was  fought  did  not  admit  of  the  free  use 
of  artillery,  but  Dent's  battery,  which  was 
attached  to  my  brigade,  followed.it  closely  dur- 
ing the  morning  attack,  firing,  however,  only  a 
few  shots ;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  rendered 
signal  service,  fighting  at  the  time  with  other 
commands  on  my  right.  The  officers  deserve 
special  mention  for  their  conduct. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  testifying 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  courage  and  daring 
displayed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  this  ever 
memorable  field.  They  here  adde<*  fresh  laurels 
to  those  already  won  on  other  fields  in  the 
sacred  cause  of  their  country. 

To  regimental  and  battery  commanders  and 
their  brave  men,  my  thanks  are  due  and  most 
willingly  tendered  for  their  very  valuable  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  in  aiding  to  bring  this 
battle  to  a  successful  and  decisive  issue. 

To  my  staff,  I  am  specially  indebted  for  their 
willingness  arid  gallantry  in  carrying  out  my 
orders  on  the  field :  Captain  E.  F.  Travis,  Assist- 
ant Adjutani>General ;' Captain  Douglas  Wirt, 
acting  Assistant  Inspector-General;  Lieutenant 
F.  G.  Lyon,  Aid-de-Camp ;  Captain  R.  H.  Wil- 


liams, volunteer  Aid-de-Camp  ;  Lieutenant  C.  J. 
Michailoffsky,  Provost-Marshal,  and  to  Senior 
Surgeon  V,  B.  Gilbert ;  Major  R.  J.  Hill,  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster  ;  Major  H.  A.  Deas,  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence,  and  Lieutenant  T.  B. 
Dallas,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  with  which  they  discharged  the 
duties  of  their  several  respective  depart- 
ments. 

In  going  into  the  fight  on  the  twentieth,  the 
brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
officers,  and  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-five 
enlisted  men,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  were  killed,  five  hundred  and  ninety-two 
wounded,  and  twenty-eight  missing ;  total,  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five.  Among  the  killed  I  much 
regret  to  record  the  name  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John  Weeden,  commanding  Twenty-second  Ala- 
bama regiment,  who  fell,  early  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, while  most  gallantly  leading  and  cheering 
on  his  brave  regiment.  A  few  minutes  before 
him,  fell  the  ranking  captain  of  this  regiment,  I. 
D.  Nott,  than  whom  no  braver  or  better  officer 
ever  poured  out  his  life's  blood  in  his  country's 
cause.  He  died  where  the  brave  and  good 
should  die,  in  the  front  rank,  leading  his  men  on 
to  victory.  Two  heroes!  whose  lives  were 
sacrificed  to  fanaticism.  Major  B.  R.  Hart,  of 
the  same  regiment,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
same  charge. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that,  on  Sunday  after- 
noon I  passed  over  some  ten  or  a  dozen  ordnance 
wagons,  filled  with  .ordnance  stores ;  three  or 
four  pieces  of  artillery  and  caissons  ;  many  am- 
bulances, and  one  or  two  supply  wagons,  and  a 
dozen  or  more  mules  and  horses.  There  had 
evidently  been  a  stampede  here,  and  these  were 
the  fruits  left  for  us. 

Before  closing,  I  wish  to  mention  the  fact, 
that  the  Fifteenth  Alabama  regiment,  Colonel 
Oates,  was  with  my  brigade  a  portion  of  the 
time  during  the  first  attack  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  afterwards  left  me  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Johnson,  in  the  fight  of  the  afternoon. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  say  that,  what  I  saw  of  this 
regiment,  it  was  behaving  with  great  gallantry. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  DEAS, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

The  following  statement  probably  appertains 
more  to  the  division  than  to  the  brigade  report 
of  this  battle,  and  is  therefore  reserved  for  the 
postscript : 

According  to  the  strong  testamentary  evidence 
of  the  occasion,  and  that  also  of  very  many 
prisoners,  this  brigade,  very  materially  and 
opportunely  assisted  by  Anderson's,  attacked, 
on  Sunday  morning,  Sheridan's  division,  of 
McCook's  corps ;  and,  by  the  impetuosity  of  their 
attack,  so  thoroughly  cut  off  Davis'  division,  of 
the  same  corps,  that  they  never  again  assisted  in 
the  fight  on  that  day ;  and,  from  the  best  infor- 
mation I  can  gather,  fell  back  to  Chattanooga  by 
the  western  road  to  Rossville.  The  names  of 
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divisions  above  cited  are  taken  from  the  state- 
ments of  prisoners. 

This  postscript  is  meant  more  for  information 
than  as  a  portion  of  my  report. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  DEAS, 

Brigadier-Genoral,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PATTON  ANDERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  BRIGADE,  UINDMAN'S  DIVISION,  ") 

FOLK'S  CORPS,  A  KMT  OF  TENNESSEE,  ± 

MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.,  Oct.  6,  1863. ) 

M.ajor  J.  P.   Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Hindmaris  Division : 
MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  com- 
mand in  the  late  battle  of  Chickarnauga : 

On  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth  of  Septem- 
ber, at  about  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  Major-General 
Hindman  assumed  command  of  the  division  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Chickarnauga,  not  long 
after  we  had  crossed  to  that  side,  and  while  the 
division  was  being  put  in  position  for  the  im- 
pending battle.  I  resumed  the  command  of  my 
brigade,  which  had  been  relinquished  on  the 
seventeenth,  at  Lafayette,  Georgia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  Major-General  Hindman,  who 
was  too  unwell  to  exercise  the  command  of  his 
division.  On  taking  command  of  my  brigade,  I 
took  position  in  line  from  two  to  three  hundred 
yards  in  rear  of  Deas'  left,  and  Manigault's  right, 
as  the  reserve  brigade  of  Hihdman's  division. 
We  bivouacked  on  the  field  for  the  night,  and 
received  orders  to  take  up  and  continue  the 
attack  ordered  to  be  made  on  the  right  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember. The  attack  on  our  right  was  not  made, 
however,  until  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  when  it  was 
promptly  taken  up  by  Deas  and  Manigault  in  my 
front,  and  the  whole  division  moved  confidently 
on  the  enemy's  first  line.  Deas  swept  every- 
thing before  him,  without  halting,  or  even  check- 
ing up,  in  his  advance  to  and  over  the  enemy's 
first  line  of  breastworks.  Manigault  was  checked, 
and  diverged  to  the  left,  unmasking  my  two  left 
regiments.  The  whole  brigade  was  moved 
steadily  forward,  gradually  closing  the  space 
between  it  and  Deas'  line,  until  the  ascent  of  a 
range  of  wooded  hills  was  reached,  where  the 
enemy,  by  reason  of  his  advantageous  position 
for  both  infantry  and  artillery,  had  brought  Deas 
momentarily  to  a  stand.  Three  pieces  of  his 
artillery,  strongly  posted  about  two-thirds  of  the 
way  up  the  hill  and  supported  by  infantry,  were 
causing  Deas'  left  regiment  to  waver,  when  I 
ordered  an  advance.  The  command  was  most 
gallantly  responded  to,  the  artillery  captured, 
the  heights  carried,  and  the  enemy  so  badly 
routed  as  to  be  unable  to  make  any  real  stand 
again  upon  that  part  of  the  field.  I  continued 
in  pursuit,  however,  for  half  a  mile  or  more, 
when,  finding  my  lines  imperfect  by  reason  of 
some  being  able  to  follow  faster  than  others,  I 
rode  to  those  in  advance  and  soon  succeeded  in 


halting  them  until  the  line  could  be  perfected. 
Here  Colonel  Coltart,  of  Deaa'  brigade,  with  a 
portion  of  his  (Fiftieth  Alabama)  regiment,  and 
another  colonel,  of  some  other  command,  whose 
name  I  have  forgotten,  with  a  few  men,  reported 
to  me,  having  lost  their  proper  commands.  Be- 
fore the  new  alignment  had  been  completed,  a 
staff  officer  from  General  Hindman  recalled  me 
from  further  pursuit,  on  account  of  a  flank  fire 
which  had  been  opened  by  the  enemy,  with 
artillery  arid  small  arms,  on  my  rear  and  left 
regiments — the  Forty-first  and  Ninth  Mississip- 
pi, Colonel  Tucker  and  Major  Lyrnan  command- 
ing, respectively. 

After  re-forming,  the  command  was  marched 
back,  by  General  Hindman's  order,  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  they  had  advanced,  a  distance 
of  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  then 
changed  direction  to  the  right  over  an  open 
field,  towards  a  position  where  Kershaw  was 
reported  to  be  heavily  pressed. 

My  brigade  reached  this  position  about  three 
in  the  afternoon  and  was  ordered  to  form  line 
on  Kershaw's  left,  to  support  him  in  an  attack 
upon  a  wooded  hill  in  his  front,  where  the  ene- 
my was  strongly  posted.  In  taking  position  it 
was  found  that  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bushrod  Johnson  was  in  line  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  with  not  sufficient  interval  between 
his  right  and  Kershaw's  left  for  my  whole  com- 
mand. The  interval,  however,  was  rilled,  and 
the  over-plus  held  in  reserve.  The  attack  was 
soon  made  by  the  whole  line.  It  was  stub- 
bornly resisted  from  a  very  strong  position  just 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill.  A  portion  of  two 
of  my  regiments  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill 
and  planted  colors  there  ;  but  the  position  was  a 
hot  one,  and  some  breaking  to  the  rear  on  the 
left  caused  the  whole  to  give  way  for  a  time. 
The  troops  were  rallied  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
lines  re-formed,  and  all  in  readiness  to  resume 
the  attack,  when  the  enemy  advanced  his  line 
immediately  in  my  front,  down  the  hill,  with 
some  impetuosity.  The  line  was  instantly 
ordered  forward  to  meet  this  charge,  and  the 
command  quickly  responded  to.  The  enemy 
was  met  by  a  volley  and  a  charge  which  did 
much  execution,  his  line  broken,  and  his  troops 
fled  in  some  confusion ;  but  as  there  was  no  cor- 
responding forward  movement  by  the  brigades 
on  my  right  and  left,  and  as  the  hill  near  the 
crest  was  very  difficult  to  ascend,  he  had  time 
either  to  re-form  or  to  bring'  up  a  second  line 
before  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
another  repulse  was  the  consequence.  Troops 
never  rallied  more  promptly,  and  without  con- 
fusion or  clamor.  On  taking  position  near  the 
foot  of  the  hill  it  was  found  necessary  to  dis- 
tribute ammunition,  and,  while  this  was  being 
done,  Colonel  Kelly  came  up  with  his  brigade, 
and  moved  forward  to  the  assault.  The  Sev- 
enth Mississippi,  Colonel  Bishop  commanding, 
of  my  brigade,  having  some  ammunition  in  the 
cartridge-boxes,  was  ordered  in  with  Colonel 
Kelly,  to  strengthen  his  command  as  much  as 
possible.  Soon  after,  two  Florida  regiments, 
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under  Colonel  Finley,  also  moved  forward  to 
Colonel  Kelly's  support.  It  was  now  nearly 
night,  and  the  importance  of  completing  the 
day's  work,  thus  far  so  handsomely  accom- 
plished by  the  left  wing,  was  apparent  to  all. 
Kelly  made  a  most  vigorous  attack,  supported 
as  above,  and  succeeded  in  occupying  a  portion 
of  the  heights  from  which  he  had  driven  the 
enemy.  Night,  at  this  time,  put  an  end  to  fur- 
ther pursuit.  Every  preparation  was  now  made 
for  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  early  the  next 
morning. 

At  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.,  of  the  twentieth, 
Major-General  Hindman  sent  for  me  and  turned 
over  to  me  the  command  of  the  division,  which 
he  had  assumed  the  evening  previous,  having 
received  a  contusion  which  disabled  him  from 
further  service  at  that  tune,  and  here  my  con- 
nection with  the  brigade  ceased,  the  command 
thereof  devolving  upon  Colonel  J.  H.  Sharp,  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment.  The 
light  of  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  enemy  had,  under  cover 
of  darkness,  hastily  withdrawn  towards  Chatta- 
nooga,, from  a  field  in  which  he  had  been  so  se- 
verely but  justly  punished. 

In  the  first  charge,  after  moving  up  to  Gen- 
eral Deas'  line,  which  had  been  checked  near 
the  base  of  a  range  of  wooded  hills  west  of  the 
Chattanooga  road,  the  brigade  captured  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  killing  many  of  the  cannon- 
eers at  their  guns,  and  taking  others  prisoners. 
A  little  further  on,  and  to  the  left,  the  Forty- 
first  Mississippi,  my  left  regiment,  captured  a 
battery  of  five  guns,  among  which  were  several 
fine  rifled  pieces.  Several  stands  of  colors  were 
also  taken  during  the  day.  No  note  was  taken 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  bri- 
gade. They  were  immediately  ordered  to  the 
rear  without  guard  or  escort.  Nine  ordnance 
wagons,  loaded  with  fixed  ammunition,  several 
mules  and  horses,  etc.,  etc.,  were  also  taken  and 
turned  over  to  the  proper  officers. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  recital  of  facts,  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  brigade  I  had 
the  honor  to  command  on  the  twentieth,  with- 
out testifying  to  the  officers  and  troops  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  valor,  courage,  and  skill 
%  displayed  by  them  on  this  memorable  field. 
Without  a  single  exception,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge at  this  time  extends,  they  have  borne  them- 
selves gallantly  and  added  fresh  laurels  to  those 
so  nobly  won  upon  the  former  fields  of  Shiloh, 
Munfordsville,  Perryville,  and  Murfreesboro.  To 
the  regimental,  battalion,  and  battery  command- 
ers, individually,  my  thanks  are  due.  for  their 
zealous,  vigorous,  and  unremitting  efforts 
throughout  the  whole  clay  to  make  the  battle  a 
decisive  one.  For  instances  of  individual  gal- 
lantry, conspicuous  above  others,  I  refer  to  the 
reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  herewith 
transmitted. 

The  brigade  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  officers  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  nine  enlisted  men  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  ;  the  loss  was  five  hundred  and  fifty- 


eight,  of  whom  eighty  were  killed,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  wounded,  and  twenty-four 
missing.  Among  the  killed  I  regret  to  record 
the  name  of  Major  John  C.  Thompson,  of  the 
Forty-fourth  Mississippi  regiment.  A  man  of 
education  and  position  at  home,  of  an  age  far 
beyond  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  land 
for  involuntary  service,  at  the  first  tocsin  of  war 
he  enlisted  in  the  ranks,  and  fought  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  ranks  at  Belmont  and  Shiloh,  hav- 
ing been  severely  wounded  at  the  latter. 
His  gallantry  and  services  marked  him  before 
the  men  of  his  State  for  promotion,  which  he 
soon  after  received,  and  commanded  his  regi- 
ment, with  his  usual  gallantry,  at  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro.  On  the  memorable  field  of  the 
Chickamauga  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his 
country  has  been  sealed  with  the  blood  of  a 
patriot. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
PATTON  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF   BRIGADIER-GENERAL  L.  E.  POLK. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOLK'S  BRIOADE,        \ 
BEFORE  CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE,  October  10,  1863.  J 

To  Captain  Irving  A.  Buck,  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General Cleburne's  Division'. 
CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  divis- 
ion headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade, 
composed  of  the  following  regiments,  from  left 
to  right:  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  A.  Smith ;  First  Arkansas, 
Colonel  J.  W.  Colquitt ;  Second  Tennessee,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  W.  D.  Robinson;  Forty- 
eighth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  G.  H. 
Nixon ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Termessee,  commanded 
by  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  and  Calvert's  battery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  S.  J.  Key,  in  the  battle  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  on 
Chickamauga  Creek : 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  nineteenth  Septem- 
ber, my  brigade  rested  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  Cleburne's  division,  which  formed  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  About 
one  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  received  orders  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  the  right  of  the  army.  The 
necessary  orders  were  immediately  given,  and 
my  brigade  commenced  moving  down  Chicka- 
mauga Creek,  wading  the  creek  at  Tete's  Ford, 
and,  moving  on,  was  placed  in  position  some 
three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Liddell's  divis- 
ion, on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army*.  The 
other  brigades  of  Cleburne's  division  following, 
were  placed  in  position  on  the  prolongation  of 
my  left.  In  this  move,  some  eight  miles,  from 
the  left  to  the  right  of  the  army,  although  expe- 
ditiously  performed,  some  hours  were  taken. 
About  five  and  a  half  o'clock  P.  M.,  I  received 
orders  from  General  Cleburne  to  move  my  bri- 
gade forward,  to  pass  over  Liddell's  division  in 
our  front,  and  engage  and  drive  the  enemy  be- 
fore us.  My  brigade  was  immediately  moved  for- 
ward, and  having  passed  Liddell's  division  some 
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two  hundred  yards,  encountered  the  enemy 
strongly  posted  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  with  tempo- 
rary breastworks,  who  immediately  opened  a  de- 
structive fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  small  arms, 
upon  the  left  of  my  line,  which,  for  a  moment, 
caused  a  delay  in  my  advance.  The  right  of  the 
brigade  overlapping  their  line,  and  finding  little 
resistance  in  their  front,  wheeled  to  the  left  and 
took  the  enemy  on  the  flank.  At  the  same  time, 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  Semple's  and  Key's, 
having  been  ordered  up  by  General  Cleburne 
between  Wood's  and  my  brigade,  opened  at  short 
range  upon  the  enemy.  Their  lines  gave  way, 
and  they  fell  back  in  great  confusion.  We  con- 
tinued to  press  them  till  nearly  nine  o'clock, 
when,  there  being  some  danger  of  firing  into 
our  own  men,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  rec- 
tify or  lines.  This  ended  the  contest  for  the 
night,  most  of  the  fighting  having  been  done 
since  dark.  In  this  engagement  we  drove  the 
enemy  seven  miles  and  a  quarter,  captured  over 
fifty  prisoners  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
same  number  of  caissons.  The  loss  of  the  bri- 
gade, considering  the  heavy  musketry,  was 
light,  not  being  over  sixty  men  killed  and 
wounded.  We  rested  in  line  of  battle  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night,  with  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  some  four  hundred  yards  in 
front. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth,  our  pro- 
vision wagons  were  brought  up  and  the  men 
permitted  to  eat  their  breakfast,  having  been 
without  anything  to  eat  for  twenty-four  hours. 
My  brigade  was  again  ordered  forward,  com- 
mencing the  move  about  nine  o'clock ;  General 
Breckinridge  having  placed  his  line  upon  the 
prolongation  of  my  right,  with  two  batteries  of 
artillery  between  the  right  of  my  brigade  and 
left  of  his  division ;  owing  to  some  mistakes  I 
did  not  receive  the  order  to  advance  until  a  few 
moments  after  General  Breckinridge's  division 
had  been  put  in  motion.  Immediately  upon  the 
order  being  received  I  moved  my  brigade,  obli- 
quing slightly  to  the  right,  so  as  to  keep  my 
right  connected  with  General  Breckinridge  s 
left ;  the  enemy's  fortifications  running  off  at 
right  angles  to  the  rear  of  their  line,  opposite 
the  right  of  my  brigade,  I  was  not  able  to  re- 
cover my  immediate  connection  with  his  left 
before  I  encountered  the  enemy,  strongly  posted 
in  a  strong  line  of  fortifications,  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill ;  my  line  from  right  to  left  soon  became 
furiously  engaged — the  enemy  pouring  a  most 
destructive  fire  of  canister  and  musketry  into 
my  advancing  line,  so  terrible,  indeed,  that  my 
line  could  not  advance  in  the  face  of  it,  but  lying 
down  partially  protected  by  the  crest  of  a  hill, 
we  continued  the  fight  some  hour  and  a  half. 
Wood's  brigade  not  promptly  supporting  me 
upon  the  left,  it  was  impossible  to  charge  their 
breastworks.  My  ammunition  becoming  ex- 
hausted, by  orders,  I  fell  back  some  four  hun- 
dred yards,  leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers  in  my 
front  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  until 
my  ammunition  could  be  replenished.  The 
enemy  were  too  much  hurt  to  advance,  and  were 


well  satisfied  to  hold  their  works.  I  remained 
in  this  position  some  hours.  In  this  engage- 
ment my  loss  was  very  great,  amounting  to 
some  three  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Among  the  number  was  Captain  W.  J.  Mor- 
ris, of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment,  a 
brave  and  worthy  officer.  Captain  McKnight, 
of  Second  Tennessee  regiment,  also  fell  in  these 
engagements  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties.  Major  Driven,  of  the  Second  Tennessee, 
received  a  most  painful  and  serious  wound  in 
the  head.  Adjutant  Greenwood,  of  First  Arkan- 
sas, one  of  the  best  and  most  gallant  officers  in 
the  army,  fell  mortally  wounded.  Here  also  my 
Inspector-General,  Captain  Hugh  S.  Otey,  a  brave 
and  faithful  officer,  was  mortally  wounded  by  a 
cannon  ball,  from  the  effect  of  which  he  died  a 
few  days  after.  My  brigade  remained  here  until 
about  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Cleburne  to  advance  and  take  up  my 
position  upon  the  left  of  Brigadier-General 
Jackson.  Arriving  in  this  position,  I  found 
General  Jackson's  line  advancing  ;  partially 
wheeling  my  brigade  to  the  left,  I  immediately 
advanced  with  Jackson's  brigade,  and  again  en- 
countered the  enemy  behind  their  breastworks, 
some  five  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  where 
I  engaged  them  in  the  morning.  Again  I  was 
met  by  a  terrible  voUey  of  grape,  canister,  and 
small  arms,  which  caused  a  temporary  halt. 
Ordering  Lieutenant  Key  to  bring  up  his  battery 
beneath  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  where  my  line  of 
battle  was  fighting,  he  replied  that  his  horses 
could  not  live  a  moment  under  such  a  fire.  I 
then  ordered  him  to  bring  the  pieces  by  hand, 
and,  assisted  by  some  volunteers  from  the  bri- 
gade, succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  opened  upon 
their  breastworks  with  double  charges  of  canis- 
ter, at  a  distance  of  less  than  two  hundred  yards. 
Observing  at  this  time,  that  the  enemy's  line 
wavered,  I  immediately  ordered  a  charge,  and, 
at  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  succeeded  in  getting 
possession  of  their  first  line  of  works,  taking 
more  than  two  hundred  prisoners,  all  of  them 
regulars.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  some  confu- 
sion to  his  second  line  and  again  made  a  stand. 
About  this  time  some  batteries  of  artillery, 
which  General  Cleburne  had  massed  on  a  hill 
upon  my  left,  poured  so  destructive  a  fire  upon 
the  columns  coming  up  to  support  the  troops  in 
the  breastworks,  that  finding  that  their  sup- 
ports had  been  driven  back,  they  gave  way  and 
retired  in  great  confusion  from  their  second  line 
of  breastworks,  and  did  not  stop  a  moment  in 
their  third  line.  I  moved  my  brigade  rapidly 
forward  and  pursued  them  across  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  reaching  the  road  a  little  before  dark. 
At  this  time  the  firing  had  stopped  everywhere, 
and  the  army  of  Rosecrans  was  in  rapid  and  dis- 
orderly retreat  towards  Chattanooga.  In  this 
engagement  my  loss,  'though  not  as  heavy  as 
in  the  morning,  was  heavy — losing  nearly  two 
hundred  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Beard, 
of  the  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate  regiment, 
and  Captain  George  Moore,  of  same  regiment, 
both  gallant  officers,  met  their  death.  Here 
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also  Captain  N.  C.  Hockersmith  and  Lieutenant 
A.  J.  Petner,  of  the  First  Arkansas  regiment,  were 
seriously  wounded.  Many  other  true  and  brave 
men  also  fell  here. 

During  the  entire  fight  the  men  and  officers  of 
my  brigade  acted  well. 

Among  the  officers  who  were  most  distin- 
guished at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  I  must 
mention  the  name  of  Colonel  B.  J.  Hill,  Thirty- 
fifth  Tennesse  regiment.  Upon  every  field  in 
the  West,  from  Shiloh  to  Chickamauga,  this  offi- 
cer has  acted  with  conspicuous  courage  and 
coolness.  I  earnestly  recommend  his  name  for 
promotion. 

Colonel  Smith,  of  Third  and  Fifth  Confederate 
regiment,  acted  with  his  usual  courage  and  skill. 
He  has  since  been  promoted.  Promotion  could 
not  have  fallen  ori  one  more  worthy. 

Colonel  Robinson,  Colonel  Colquitt,  Colonel 
Nixon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holes,  and  Major 
Pearson  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  reports  of  regi- 
mental commanders  for  other  names  distinguish- 
ed for  gallantry. 

I  here  return  my  thanks  to  Captain  W.  H. 
King,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schell,  for  efficient  services  rendered  upon 
the  field. 

A  full  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade  has 
already  been  sent  forward. 

Respectfully, 

L.  E.  POLK. 

Brigadier  General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  S.  A.  M.  WOOD. 

HEADQUARTERS  WOOD'S  BRIGADE,        \ 
MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  TENNESSEE,  October  9, 1863.  j 

Captain  Buck,  A.  A.  G. : 

SIR  :  The  undersigned  submits  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  his  brigade  in  the 
battle  of  the  nineteenth-  and  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  near  Chickamauga  river : 

The  brigade  consisted  of  the  Thirty-second 
and  Forty-jifth  Mississippi  regiments,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  M.  P.  Lowry ;  the  Thirty-third 
Alabama,  Colonel  Samuel  Adams  ;  the  Forty- 
fifth  Alabama,  Colonel  Breedlove,  and  the  Six- 
teenth Alabama,  Major  McGaughey  ;  also,  Major 
A.  T.  Hankins'  battalion  of  sharpshooters.  Sem- 
ple's  battery  is  attached  to  this  brigade,  but  had 
been,  about  the  time  we  arrived  in  the  field, 
directed  by  orders  from  the  Division  Chief  of 
Artillery. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  nineteenth,  the  bri- 
gade was  in  line  of  battle  on  the  Lafayette  and 
Chattanooga  road,  near  where  the  left  of  our 
army  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Orders 
were  received  to  march  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Folk's  brigade.  After  moving  in  a  north- 
eastwardly direction  for  four  or  five  miles,  we 
approached  the  field  near  the  right  of  our  army 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  after  crossing  the 
West  Chickamauga  Creek  at  a  ford,  the  men 
wading.  This  delayed  our  march  in  order  to 
close  up,  which  was  farther  delayed  by  two 
batteries  taking  the  road.  The  brigade  was 


formed  in  line  as  follows:  Right  —  Hankins, 
Lowry,  Breedlove,  McGaughey;  Adams,  left. 
Brigadier-General  Polk  was  on  my  right ;  Briga- 
dier-General Deshler  on  my  left.  At  this  time 
Major-General  Cleburne  ordered  me  to  move 
forward  (the  guide  being  upon  my  brigade),  and, 
if  I  met  with  any  batteries,  not  to  delay,  but 
charge  and  take  them.  I  communicated  this 
order  to  each  of  my  Colonels.  Skirmishers 
were  thrown  out  three  hundred  yards  in  ad- 
vance. Firing  of  pickets  was  all  this  time  going 
on  in  our  front,  and  I  heard  it  remarked  that  a 
line  of  our  troops  were  in  that  direction.  The 
order  was  now  given  to  advance.  We  soon 
came  to  a  line  of  our  men  lying  down,  which 
we  passed  over.  In  a  few  minutes  our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  and  the  line  pressed 
rapidly  to  the  front,  passing  through  a  wooded 
and  slightly  undulating  country,  until  we  reached 
the  field.  The  line  touched  the  fence  in  a  slight 
ravine  or  hollow,  the  ground  gradually  ascend- 
ing in  the  field  in  front.  The  opening  covered 
nearly  the  length  of  my  brigade,  and  was  about 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  across.  The  enemy 
were  strongly  posted  in  rear  of  this  field,  having 
constructed  breastworks  of  rails  and  logs.  They 
opened  fire,  as  we  crossed  the  fence,  with  great 
rapidity.  The  command  moved  up  vigorously 
against  a  foe  almost  wholly  protected  from  our 
fire,  and  who  delivered  volley  after  volley  into 
our  ranks.  When  we  had  reached  the  farther 
side  of  the  field,  many  of  the  enemy  still  re- 
mained behind  their  defences,  and  shots  were 
delivered  in  twenty  paces  of  each  other.  In 
crossing  this  field  Colonel  Lowry,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Mississippi  regiment,  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  continued  exertions  in 
urging  forward  his  command.  The  enemy  were 
routed  from  their  defences  and  driven  into  the 
woods.  In  advancing,  the  brigade  to  my  right 
had  changed  direction  to  the  left,  which  threw 
its  left  in  front  of  my  right,  and  prevented  Col- 
onel Lowry's  command  and  Major  Hankins' 
sharpshootets  from  firing.  I  sent  my  Assistant 
AdjutamVGeneral,  Captain  Palmer,  to  order  them 
to  cease  firing ;  but,  before  he  arrived,  Colonel 
Lowry  had  anticipated  the  order  by  giving  it 
himself.  The  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment, 
next  to  the  right,  was  now  in  advance  of  Col- 
onel Lowry  and  halted,  ceasing  to  fire  at  this 
time,  as  did  also  the  Sixteenth  Alabama,  the 
enemy  having  fallen  back.  The  Thirty-third 
Alabama,  being  my  left  in  advancing,  was 
pressed  upon  by  the  right  of  Deshler's  tyigade, 
which  I  strove  to  prevent.  The  direction  of 
their  line  being  slightly  oblique  to  mine,  and  it 
being  dark,  some  little  confusion  occurred  as  to 
the  positions  of  the  different  commands,  which 
were  soon  rectified.  Skirmishers  were  ordered 
out  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and  then  doubled. 
We  captured  over  a  hundred  prisoners,  besides 
the  wounded  left  on  the  field.  Most  of  them 
were  taken  at  the  log  defences,  which  they  said 
they  had  been  instructed  to  hold  to  the  last.  In 
no  action  has  this  command  ever  displayed  more 
eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy,  or  been  more 
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successful  in  their  attack.  The  brunt  of  the 
action  was  on  the  left  of  Folk's  brigade  and 
across  mine.  He  alone  advanced  through  an 
open  field  and  against  the  defences  of  logs  and 
rails.  Other  troops  had  failed  to  carry  this 
position  during  the  day,  as  we  heard.  The  con- 
fusion which  happened  to  one  of  the  regiments 
was  the  result  of  some  unauthorized  person 
giving  a  command  "  to  retreat"  (see  report  of 
Sixteenth  Alabama  regiment),  and  that  was  soon 
rectified  by  Major  McGaughey.  The  whole  com- 
mand lay  upon  their  arms  during  the  night,  in 
line  of  battle.  Semple's  battery,  attached  to  my 
brigade,  was  not  under  my  control  during  this 
action.  I,  however,  saw  it  placed  in  position 
by  the  Division  Chief  of  Artillery,  arid  its  fire 
was  of  the  greatest  service  in  routing  the  enemy 
and  silencing  his  batteries.  On  the  morning  of 
the  twentieth,  the  troops  were  aroused  at  early 
dawn,  the  line  rectified,  the  skirmishers  in 
front  relieved,  and  everything  made  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy.  Ammunition  had  been 
replenished  during  the  night.  Shortly  after 
daylight,  a  day's  ration  of  cooked  provisions 
was  brought  up  and  distributed.  The  morning 
was  cold,  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  have 
small  fires  and  eat  their  breakfast.  At  ten 
o'clock  I  was  notified  the  line  was  about  to  near 
the  enemy,  and  that  the  movement  would  com- 
mence on  my  right.  I  had  already  heard  that 
it  was  probable  that  my  brigade  overlapped 
troops  to  my  left  not  of  this  division,  and 
that  some  irregularity  existed  in  the  lines  as 
formed.  At  a  few  minutes  past  ten  the  brigade 
on  my  right  moved  forward,  and  I  moved  with 
it.  Its  left  soon  crowded  on  my  right,  when 
I  obliqued  to  the  left  to  give  room.  In  a  few 
moments  it  made  a  rapid  movement  obliquely 
to'the  right,  leaving  a  gap.  The  brigade  was 
at  once  ordered  'to  follow  this  movement  and 
every  exertion  was  made  to  do  so,  but  we  were 
now  under  fire  of  artillery,  and  had  advanced  but 
a  short  distance  when  my  right  was  within 
short  range  of  the  enemy's  rifles.  They  were 
hidden  behind  logs  and  timber,  covered  with 
bushes.  The  whole  line  to  the  right,  was  now 
at  a  halt,  and  tiring ;  this  was  followed  by  the 
right  of  my  brigade,  Hankins'  sharpshooters  and 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment.  The  Major-General 
passed  me  at  this  moment,  and  I  informed  him 
that  my  left  had  passed  over  some  of  our  troops 
lying  down,  and  were  in  front  of  them.  The 
whole  front  of  the  brigade  to  my  left  was  cov- 
ered by  other  troops.  He  directed  me  to  see  to 
the  left  of  my  command,  and  said  that  Deshler's 
brigade  would  be  taken  to  the  right.  The  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  on  a  line  with  the  troops  in 
the  front  line  to  my  left,  who  were  also  lying 
down.  I  found  Brigadier-General  Bowen  at  the 
right  of  his  line,  and  told  him  that  the  batteries 
now  firing  on  us  would  enfilade  me  if  I  advanced 
without  a  corresponding  advance  to  my  left.  He 
said  he  had  no  orders  to  advance,  but  would 
send  to  Major-General  Stewart  for  orders.  Major- 
General  Stewart  came  to  that  position,  and  hav- 


ing ordered  his  division  fofward,  I  immediately 
ordered  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama  regiment,  sup- 
porting my  battery,  up  into  line  with  the  Six- 
teenth and  Thirty-third  Alabama  regiments,  and 
ordered  them  all  forward.  About  this  time  the 
line  to  the  right  had  fallen  back,  and  the  position 
occupied  by  Colonel  Lo wry  and  Major  Hankins 
was  taken  by  Deshler's  brigade.  The  peculiar 
character  of  the  enemy's  works,  represented  by 
a  diagram  annexed,  will  show  that,  whilst  the 
right  of  my  command  was  very  near  them,  an 
angle  was  formed  in  its  front,  and  the  enemy's 
line  was  thrown  back  so  as  to  give  them  the 
cover  of  woods,  and  compel  us  to  advance 
through  a  wide  field.  My  brigade  advanced 
into  this  field.  The  Thirt}r-third  Alabama,  under 
the  lead  of  its  gallant  Colonel,  crossed  the  field 
and  the  Chattanooga  road.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
at  this  point  was  most  destructive,  and  though 
this  movement  was  supported  by  Brown's, 
Clayton's,  and  Bate's  brigades,  it  was  not  long 
before  all  had  to  return,  and  were  again  assem- 
bled and  formed  at  the  position  from  which  they 
last  advanced.  My  command,  being  the  right 
of  the  line  advancing  against  this  returned  line 
of  the  enemy,  was  subjected  to  a  cross  and 
enfilading  fire,  which  was  very  severe  on  all,  but 
especially  on  the  Forty-fifth  Alabania  regiment, 
which  was  forced  back  earlier  than  the  Sixteenth 
and  Thirty-third  Alabama,  and  re-formed  on 
Colonel  Lowry's  regiment.  As  soon  as  the  posi- 
tion of  these  regiments  could  be  ascertained,  the 
Sixteenth  and  Thirty-third  were  ordered  io  take 
their  places  in  the  line,  they  being  six  or  eight 
hundred  yards  in  advance  on  the  left.  During 
this  movement  Semple's  battery,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Goldthwaite,  followed  the 
brigade  and  opened  effectively  on  the  enemy.  In 
the  second  advance  it  was  not  deemed  desirable 
that  the  battery  should  advance  with  the  bri- 
gade, the  batteries  of  other  brigades  on  our  left 
being  ordered  to  remain  in  position.  After  re- 
forming our  line,  a  division  was  moved  to  our 
right  (Cheatham's),  and  I  received  an  order  to 
move  up  to  the  support  of  Folk's  brigade.  I 
formed  in  line  with  it,  threw  out  skirmishers, 
and  moved  to  the  right  a  half  mile.  Our  skir- 
mishers were  engaged  with  the  enemy  until 
nearly  sundown,  when,  General  Polk  having 
advanced  and  desiring  the  support  of  a  regiment, 
I  directed  Colonel  Lowry  to  go  to  his  support. 
But  the  enemy  had  been  routed. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  no  com- 
mand conducted  itself  with  more  spirit  or  deter- 
mination. By  subsequent  examination  of  the 
field,  it  was  observed  that  at  no  point  were  the 
enemy's  works  so  strong  as  in  our  front ;  and 
the  peculiar  formation  of  his  lines,  which,  owing 
to  the  heavy  timber  and  under-growth,  could  not 
be  ascertained  by  any  effort  but  an  assault,  sub- 
jected the  command  to  a  very  destructive  cross 
and  enfilading  fire  on  Sunday.  The  reports  of 
the  Colonels  and  commanders  of  batteries  and 
battalions  will  show  a  list  of  casualties.  The 
loss,  at  the  tirce,  in  the  brigade,  was  ninety-six 
killed  on  the  field,  and  six  hundred  and  eighty 
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wounded.  Many  have  died  since,  among  them 
four  field  officers :  Major  McGaughey,  of  the 
Sixteenth  Alabama  regiment ;  Major  Carr,  Thir- 
ty-second Mississippi ;  Major  Hankins,  Hankins' 
sharpshooters ;  Major  Gibson,  Gibson's  bat- 
talion, attached  to  Thirty-third  Alabama  regi- 
ment. These  officers,  of  the  same  rank,  were  all 
distinguished  by  former  services  on  the  field  of 
battle.  They  were  all  of  great  merit,  and  their 
loss  will  be  long  deeply  regretted  by  their  com- 
mands. For  further  particulars,  reference  is 
made  to  reports  of  commanders  of  regiments  and 
companies. 

Yery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  M.  WOOD, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  M.  A.  STOVALL. 

HEADQUARTERS  STOVALL'S  BRIGADE, 
BRECKINRIDGE'S  DIVISION,  HILL'S  CORPS 
MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  October  3,  1863. 

To  Major  James    Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade 
in  the  action  of  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863 : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters 
Breckinridge's  division,  of  date  September  six- 
teen, 1863,  I  moved  from  my  position  on  the 
Alpine  road,  near  Lafayette,  Georgia,  on  the 
Catlin's  Gap  road,  at  or  near  the  latter  place  on 
the  morning  of  the  seventeenth.  Here  I  re- 
mained in  position  until  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth,  when  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  on 
the  Crawfish  to  Chattanooga  road.  I  halted  at 
the  intersection  of  the  two  latter  for  about 
thirty  minutes,  when  I  marched  to  Pigeon  Ridge, 
near  Glass's  Mill  (stopping  and  forming  line 
of  battle  for  a  short  while,  in  the  meantime),  and 
again  went  into  position.  I  remained  at  this 
place  until  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  when  I  was 
again  moved  down  the  Chattanooga  road  to  Snow 
Hill.  Skirmishers  had  scarcely  been  deployed, 
and  the  proper  dispositions  made,  when  I  was 
ordered  still  further  forward  in  a  north-easterly 
direction  to  the  battle-field  as  reinforcements  to 
the  right  of  our  line,  reported  then  to  be  hard 
pressed  by  the  enemy.  This  move  did  not  com- 
mence until  five  o'clock  p.  M.  ;  hence  I  did  not 
get  into  position  until  Sunday,  the  twentieth  in- 
stant. Saturday  night,  the  nineteenth  instant, 
we  slept  on  the  edge  of  the  battle-field,  and 
moved  out  into  position  at  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  the 
next  (Sunday)  morning.  We  formed  a  line  of 
battle  at  sunrise,  this  division  being  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  army — my  brigade  being  in 
the  centre  of  the  division,  and  between  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Adams  and  Helm 
respectively.  Skirmishers  —  twenty-five  men 
from  each  regiment — were  immediately  deploy- 
ed, under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Badger, 
of  the  Fourth  Florida  regiment.  Subsequently, 
orders  were  received  to  advance  the  line  thus 
deployed,  and  for  a  regiment  to  be  thrown  for- 


ward to  support  them.  In  obedience  thereto,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Borden,  commanding  the  Four  to. 
Florida  regiment,  to  take  out  his  command  as 
the  support  required.  For  the  manner  in  which 
he  manoeuvred  it,  while  in  advance,  I  respect- 
fully refer  to  the  accompanying  report  from  him. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  my  brigade  was 
ordered  to  advance.  I  moved  out  in  good  order, 
parallel  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  about  a  half 
mile,  not  without  first  encountering  two  distinct 
lines  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  driving 
them  in.  Here  the  brigade  was  halted  and,  by 
a  flank  movement,  formed  nearly  perpendicular 
to  its  former  position.  Thus  re-formed,  I  moved 
forward,  and  had  not  gone  far  before  I  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and  strongly 
intrenched.  Here  the  battle  raged  fiercely.  A 
concentrated  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  shot 
and  shell,  of  every  conceivable  character,  was 
poured  into  us  from  the  front,  while  my  left 
suffered  no  less  from  an  enfilading  fire  equally 
galling  and  severe.  Brigadier-General  Helm's 
brigade,  having  encountered  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, was  unable  to  keep  up  the  alignment, 
which,  taken  with  the  fact  that  the  reserve  or- 
dered to  our  support  faileoMo  come  up,  and  the 
further  fact  that  my  left,  as  well  as  my  front,  was 
thus  exposed,  the  brigade — in  fact,  the  whole 
line — was  forced  to  retire.  The  troops  of  my 
command  fell  back  simultaneously,  forming  in 
perfect  order,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  the  position  for  which  they  had  gal- 
lantly contested.  From  this  position  I  was  still 
further  retired  and  placed  in  position  on  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  division,  acting  as  a  support 
to  the  command  of  Major-General  William  H.  T. 
Walker.  Here  I  remained  at  rest  for  a  few  hours. 
During  the  interval,  I  had  my  cartridge-boxes  all 
replenished,  my  command  remaining  quiet  until 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  About  that  hour  I  was  ordered 
to  move  my  brigade  to  the  extreme  right  of  the 
line.  Again  formed  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chat- 
tanooga road.  This  latter  movement  was  or- 
dered, that  we  might  form  part  of  a  support  to 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-Generals  Liddell  and 
Walthall.  They  were  soon  driven  in,  but  were 
afterwards  re-formed  and  thrown  forward  a  sec- 
ond time.  Just  at  this  juncture,  I  was  ordered 
to  advance.  Changing  my  direction  by  a  left  half 
wheel,  I  was  brought  to  the  enemy's  line.  Thus 
in  position,  I  commenced  the  charge.  My  bri- 
gade pressed  through  two  lines  of  our  own 
troops,  passed  over  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
and,  with  deafening  shouts  of  patriotic  enthu- 
siasm, pursued  the  foe  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
where,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  halted,  jaight 
putting  an  end  to  the  conflict. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  state- 
ment, marked  ,  showing  the  regiment,  name, 

and  rank  of  every  officer  and  soldier  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  ;  also  the  character  of  the 
wounds. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonel  Dilworth,  First 
and  Third  Florida;  Colonel  Borden,  Fourth 
Florida ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ray,  Sixtieth  North 
Carolina,  and  Captain  Cone,  Forty-seventh  Geor- 
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gia,  who  led  their  respective  commands  with 
skill  and  judgment.  -Also,  to  Captain  Weaver, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Sixtieth 
North  Carolina  after  its  Colonel  was  disabled. 
Captain  J.  P.  C.  Whitehead,  my  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Hanson,  and  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  Hall  (who  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  shoulder),  displayed  great  coolness  and  dar- 
ing during  the  conflict,  and  to  them  I  am  much 
indebted  for  valuable  services  rendered ;  also,  to 
Lieutenant  A.  Dunham,  Ordnance  Officer,  for  the 
promptness  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  responsible  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  A.  STOVALL, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GEORGE  MANEY. 

HEADQUARTERS  MANET'S  BRIGADE,  \ 

IN  THE  FiKtD,  NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE,  Oct.  6, 1863.  } 

Major  James  D.   Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  of 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant,  near 
Chickamauga  Creek : 

My  brigade  was  composed  of  the  Fourth 
Tennessee  regiment,  Colonel  James  A.  McMur- 
ray  commanding  ;  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Tennes- 
see regiments  (consolidated),  Colonel  George  C. 
Porter  commanding ;  the  First  and  Twenty-sev- 
enth Tennessee  regiments  (consolidated),  Col- 
onel H.  R.  Field  commanding ;  Maney's  battal- 
ion sharpshooters,  Major  Frank  Maney  com- 
manding, and  a  field  battery  of  four  twelve- 
pounder  Napoleon  guns,  under  the  command  of 
First  Lieutenant  William  B.  Turner. 

My  command  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at 
Hunt's  Ford,  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth 
September,  and,  after  proceeding  in  a  northern 
direction  about  two  miles  by  the  flank,  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle.  I  here  met  General 
Liddell's  command,  which  was  being  re-formed, 
after  having  been,  as  I  understood,  severely  en- 
gaged with  superior  numbers.  Passing  forward 
of  this  command  towards  the  engagement  then 
pending,  and  which  seemed  to  have  been  taken 
up  by  brigades  in  advance  of  me,  I  was,  after 
some  inconsiderable  halts,  ordered  to  enter  the 
action  by  relieving  Jackson's  brigade — my  in- 
formation, at  the  time,  being  that  Strahl's  bri- 
gage  would  be  in  line  on  my  left.  The  position 
pointed  out  to  me  as  the  one  at  which  I  was  to 
relieve  Jackson's  command,  was  a  ridge  well 
wooded,  where  the  right  half  of  my  command 
rested;  but  from  the  centre  to  my  left,  the  timber 
on  the  side  of  approach  had  been  newly  felled 
and  presented  some  difficulty  to  easy  passage 
in  line.  In  extension  to  my  left,  there  was  an 
open  corn  field — a  narrow  strip  of  woodland  in- 
tervening. My  line  commenced  engaging  in- 
stantly on  reaching. the  top  of  the  ridge  de- 
scribed, and  in  a  few  moments  afterwards  I  was 
informed  by  a  messenger  from  General  Forrest 
that  there  was  nothing  on  the  right  but  his  cav- 
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airy,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  sustain  himself 
against  the  strong  force  of  the  enemy  which  was 
pressing  him.  Strahl's  brigade  was  not  at  this 
moment  in  line  with  me  on  the  left,  it  having, 
as  I  afterwards  learned,  become  earlier  engaged 
and  fallen  back  to  re-form.  My  own  line  num- 
bered less  than  one  thousand  guns.  My  bat- 
tery was  just  in  rear  of  my  centre,  but  the 
ground  was  not  favorable  to  its  advantageous 
engagement.  About  three  hundred  yards  in  my 
rear  there  was  a  hill-top  in  open  woods — a  most 
favorable  position  in  many  particulars  for  a  bat- 
tery. Lieutenant  Turner  was  ordered  to  leave 
one  piece  in  position,  to  be  used  in  any  emer- 
gency which  might  arise,  and  retire  the  remain- 
ing three  to  this  hill-top,  and  there  take  posi- 
tion and  await  further  orders.  Some  moments 
after  this  I  heard  a  battery  open  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  my  line,  and  hastening  to  it  I  found  that 
Forrest  had  been  forced  in  on  my  right.  Gen- 
eral Forrest,  in  person,  was  with  the  battery, 
which  was  firing  obliquely  to  the  front  and  right, 
and,  as  I  thought,  too  much  in  range  with  two 
companies  of  my  right  regiment,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  as  flankers  to  this  part  of  my  line. 
General  Forrest  was  apprised  of  this  fact  and 
requested  to  oblique  his  guns  more  to  the  right, 
which  he  did  and  continued  firing,  as  he  in- 
formed me  the  enemy  was  certainly  approaching 
in  force  from  that  direction.  The  firing  was  now 
constant  along  my  entire  front,  and  the  enemy's 
indicated  that  his  line  extended  far  beyond  my 
left.  Forrest's  battery  was  some  protection  to  my 
right  flank,  and  my  single  Napoleon,  while  it 
could  not  fire  with  any  effect  over  the  ridge  in 
front,  was  in  position  to  rake  the  open  field  to 
the  left  and  rear  of  my  line,  and  to  this  extent  pre- 
vented the  enemy's  corning  behind  us,  unless  it 
should  first  be  driven  off  by  sharpshooters, 
lodged  on  the  ridge-top,  under  cover  of  the 
woods  between  my  line  and  the  field.  The  ac- 
tion increased  in  fury,  especially  on  the  left,  and. 
I  was  soon  convinced  that  my  command  was, 
greatly  overmatched  in  numbers.  A  staff  officer 
was  sent  with  this  information  to  the  division 
General,  and  another  to  my  left  and  rear  in 
search  of  General  Strahl,  with  the  request  for 
him  to  move  up  in  line  with  me  on  the  left.. 
Passing  myself  to  the  ridge-top  to  the  left  of  my 
line,  I  discovered  the  enemy  but  a  short  dis- 
tance from  my  left,  advancing  by  the  flank 
boldly,  and  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  pass- 
ing through  this  skirt  of  woods  at  right  angles 
with  my  line,  and  thus  gain  my  rear  and  centre 
of  my  left  flank.  The  emergency  was  critical, 
and,  being  without  a  staff  officer  I  hastened 
in  person  to  General  Strahl,  who  I  fcmnd  had 
received  my  message  and  was  aligning  for  an 
advance.  To  avoid  delay,  I  asked  him.  to  move 
forward  a  single  regiment  to  hold  the  interval 
between  my  left  and  the  open  field,  and  he  or- 
dered his  right  regiment,  Colonel  Walker's,  and 
perhaps  another,  to  advance  immediately.  This 
force  made  a  gallant  drive  forward,  and  the 
enemy  gave  way  before  them.  I  had,  about  this 
time,  received  the  order  to  fall  back  and  form  be- 
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hind  Smith's  brigade,  which  was  in  line  with 
ray  guns  on  the  hill-top  in  the  rear.  My  line- 
was  retired  in  as  good  order  as  its  shattered 
condition  would  admit  of.  Before  reaching 
Smith's  line,  I  was  instructed  to  continue  my  in- 
fantry back  to  the  ordnance  wagons  for  a  sup- 
ply of  ammunition.  The  ammunition  replenish- 
ed, my  command  again  moved  forward  and  bi- 
vouacked for  the  night  in  line  with  and  on  the 
left  of  the  division,  without  further  engage- 
ment of  my  infantry  for  the  day. 

My  advanced  gun,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand arid  efficient  management  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  after  covering  the  retiring  line 
with  several  well-directed  shots  at  short  range, 
was  withdrawn  to  the  hill-top  and  took  position 
with  the  other  three — the  battery,  by  order  of 
the  division  General,  being  retained  there  with 
the  line  formed  to  check  the  enemy's  advance. 
The  service  it  here  rendered  in  checking  and 
driving  back  the  enemy's  advancing  line  did 
not  occur  under  my  immediate  eye,  but  is  re- 
ported as  brilliant  and  decisive.  The  enemy, 
pressing  forward  on  what  he  deemed  our  yield- 
ing lines,  was  met  by  shot  and  shell,  and  then 
double  charges  of  canister  belched  in  quick  suc- 
cession from  four  as  good  guns  and,  in  my  judg- 
ment, as  gallantly  and  efficiently  manned  and 
served  as  any  our  service  can  boast.  Three 
times  his  lines  were  broken  and  shattered  before 
their  deadly  discharges,  and  finally  he  aban- 
doned, in  disordered  rout,  all  efforts  to  capture 
them.  The  excellent  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Turner  and  his  gallant  officers  and  men  on  this 
occasion  was  but  a  repetition  of  their  services 
on  the  fields  of  Perryville  and  Murfreesboro. 

The  active  engagement  of  my  command  on 
Saturday  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
in  duration  and  extremely  severe.  Besides 
being  opposed  on  all  parts  by  largely  superior 
numbers,  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries  were 
actively  served  against  it  obliquely  from  the 
right  and  left,  and  ranging  principally  from  the 
centre  to  the  left  of  my  lines.  The  loss  in  this 
engagement  was  heavy,  including  some  of  the 
most  valuable  officers  of  my  command.  Colonel 
McMurray,  a  gentleman  of  the  noblest  qualities 
and  an  officer  of  fine  abilities  and  great  gallan- 
try, received  a  wound  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  from  which  he  has  since  died,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lewis  and  Major  Bradshaw,  of 
the  same  regiment,  both  officers  of  great  merit, 
were,  in  quick  succession,  severely  wounded  in 
the  gallant  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  Turner's  battery  the  loss  of  officers  was 
two  of  the  four — First-Lieutenant  Smith  severe- 
ly wounded,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Ingraham 
killed.  Both  these  officers  displayed  great  gal- 
lantry. While  the  behavior  of  my  entire  line 
was  of  a  character  so  entirely  satisfactory  and 
commendable  as  to  forbid  the  claim  of  superior- 
ity in  conduct  of  any  one  part  over  another,  the 
extreme  left,  held  by  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  regi- 
ments (consolidated),  was  most  exposed,  and 
the  chances  of  the  day  demanded  of  this  vet- 
eran command  a  bloody  sacrifice.  It  is  but  a 


just  tribute  to  say  the  demand  was  met  by  them 
as  became  heroes  in  many  battles.  Their  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  over  half  their  num- 
ber engaged,  including  among  the  latter  Major 
Wilder  and  many  other  officers  of  excellent 
merit. 

On  Sunday,  the  twentieth,  my  command  re- 
mained in  line  of  battle,  with  the  other  bri- 
gades of  the  division,  where  it  had  bivouacked 
the  night  before,  some  half  a  mile  to  the  left  of 
the  position  of  my  previous  day's  engagement, 
until  about  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered 
to  move  by  the  right  flank  about  the  distance  of 
a  mile,  when  I  was  halted  for  a  considerable 
time,  receiving,  in  this  position,  some  shelling, 
but  sustaining  but  small  loss.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon I  was  ordered  into  line  with  other  bri- 
gades of  the  division  for  a  general  movement,  as 
I  understood,  against  the  enemy's  main  position 
near  the  Chattanooga  road.  There  was  at  this 
time  sharp  firing  obliquely  to  my  front  and  left, 
and  about  the  time  I  was  in  line  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Polk,  of  Cleburne's  division,  came  up,  ask- 
ing for  assistance,  and  stating  that  his  command 
had  gained  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  breast- 
works, but  was  engaged  in  front  without  sup- 
port on  either  flank,  adding  that  if  I  would 
advance  it  would  relieve  him.  I  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  detach  myself  without  instructions 
from  my  division  commander,  but  at  this  mo- 
ment discovering  General  Cheatham  a  short  dis- 
tance to  my  right,  I  proceeded  to  him  immedi- 
ately and  gave  him  the  information  just  received 
from  General  Polk,  when  I  was  ordered  to  go  to 
his  assistance.  On  my  return  General  Polk  was 
not  present  to  advise  me  of  the  precise  position 
of  his  command,  he  having,  I  suppose,  in  the 
meantime  rejoined  it;  but  remembering  his 
remark,  that  I  would  relieve  him  by  advancing, 
I  moved  directly  forward.  This  movement 
brought  me  into  action,  I  think,  some  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  to  his  right.  The  order  to 
advance  was  received  by  my  entire  line  with  an 
enthusiasm  plainly  telling  that  their  valor  was 
more  stimulated  than  abated  by  their  severe 
suffering  of  the  previous  day.  My  line  was 
soon  engaged,  but  the  force  in  front  yielded  and 
were  driven  rapidly  back.  A  fire  was,  however, 
opened  on  my  left  flank,  but  the  giving  way  of 
the  enemy  in  front,  and  the  continued  rapid 
advance  of  my  line  caused  this  to  cease,  and 
the  enemy  delivering  it  quickly  abandoned  his 
position  on  my  left,  under  the  impression,  as 
prisoners  stated  to  me,  that  our  movement 
would  gain  his  rear.  As  soon  as  the  firing 
ceased  I  commenced  re-forming  my  line,  which 
had  become  considerably  disordered  by  its 
rapid  movement  through  thick  woods  and  un- 
der-growth.  Before  this  was  done  I  was  joined 
by  Wright's  brigade,  which  came  forward  after 
me.  It  was  now  some  time  after  sunset,  and 
almost  entirely  dark  in  the  thick  woods.  Skir- 
mishers and  small  parties  thrown  forward  for 
observation  reported  no  enemy  in  front  between 
me  and  the  Chattanooga  road.  General  Breck- 
inridge's  entire  command  came  from  towards 
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my  right,  passing  in  rear  of  and  almost  at  right 
angles  with  my  line.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  to  avoid  the  danger  of  collision  with 
our  own  troops  in  the  darkness,  I  sent  a  staff 
officer  to  advise  the  division  General  of  the 
result  of  my  movement,  with  the  information 
that  I  had  halted  for  further  orders.  My  staff 
officer  returned,  reporting  that  he  did  not  find 
General  Cheatham.  but  had  delivered  my  report 
to  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  who  directed  that  I 
should  remain  where  I  was.  I  then  bivouacked 
for  the  night  in  the  enemy's  breastworks,  where, 
I  understood,  had  been  the  main  position  of 
Thomas'  corps.  My  loss  in  this  engagement 
was  light  compared  with  that  of  the  previous 
day. 

On  Monday,  at  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  field  and,  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  withdrawn  to  Chattanooga,  our 
inarch  commenced  toward  that  point.  We  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night  on  Chickamauga  Creek, 

about miles  from  the  battle-field. 

Early  Tuesday  morning  we  resumed  the  march, 
gaining  the  road  leading  from  Chickamauga  Sta- 
tion to  Chattanooga,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
east  of  Missionary  Ridge.  Advancing  by  this 
road,  it  was  ascertained  the  enemy  occupied 
the  ridge,  and,  after  a  short  halt,  for  the  purpose 
of  reconnoitring,  my  brigade,  being  in  front, 
was  ordered  by  Major-General  Cheatham  to 
drive  them  from  and  take  possession  of  the 
ridge.  My  line  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
road  and  properly  sustained  with  skirmishers. 
With  these  dispositions  my  command  was  ad- 
advanced  to  the  attack,  and  after  a  spirited 
engagement  of  a  few  moments  the  enemy  was 
driven,  and  the  ridge  top  was  in  our  possession. 
My  loss  in  this  affair  was  eighteen  killed  and 
wounded. 

Through  all  the  trials  and  dangers  incident  to 
their  part  in  this  memorable  battle,  the  conduct 
of  my  command  was  such  as  might  have  been 
expected  of  intelligent  and  patriotic  veterans. 
Their  ranks  had  been  thinned  on  many  other 
fields,  yet  all  were  eager  here  to  strike  for  the 
right  as  though  there  was  no  death,  no  suffering 
before  them,  but  only  their  cause  to  serve. 

1  feel  it  proper,  in  addition  to  those  whose 
good  conduct  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  their  wounds,  to  express  my  thanks  to  Col- 
onels Porter  and  Field,  commanding  regiments, 
and  their  associate  field  officers,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Buford,  Lieutenani>-Colonel  House  and  Major 
Allen,  for  their  zealous  and  efficient  aid  through- 
out the  engagement.  Also  to  Major  Maney, 
commanding  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and 
Captain  Bostwick,  of  the  Seventh  Tennessee 
regiment,  who  commanded  the  regiment  with 
gallantry  and  ability  after  the  fall  of  all  its  field 
officers.  Lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  bat- 
tery, deserves  especial  notice  for  the  effective 
and  decisive  manner  in  which  his  battery  was 
commanded  and  served.  I  also  mention  Lieu- 
tenant Henry,  of  the  battery,  for  his  gallant  and 
efficient  conduct.  My  staff — Captain  Porter 
Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Lieutenant  House, 


Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieutenant  Ruble,  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General — have  my  thanks 
7or  their  courage  and  great  assistance  through- 
out the  engagement.  Private  William  Whitt- 
iorne,  for  the  time  disabled,  by  a  wound  received 
in  a  former  action,  from  carrying  his  musket, 
tendered  his  services,  and  I  must  commend  his 
ritelligence  and  gallantry  in  conveying  my  orders 
to  different  parts  of  the  field. 

Lists  of  casualties  in  my  command  have  been 
furnished.      Reports  of  battalion  commanders 
lerewith  filed,  are  referred  to  for  particulars  and 
for  instances  of  gallantry  in  their  commands. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  MANEY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  0.  F.  STRAHL. 

HEADQUARTERS  STRAHL' s  BRIGADE,     \ 
MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  September  30,  1863.  j 

Major  James  D.  Porter,  Jr.,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  Cheatham's  Division  : 
SIR  :  On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  instant, 
my  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth, 
Nineteenth,  Twenty-fourth,  Thirty-first  and  Thir- 
ty-third Tennessee  regiments,  and  Captain  Stan- 
ford's rifle  battery,  moved  by  the  right  flank,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  division  head- 
quarters, and  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  about 
three  miles  below  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  From 
this  point,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  we 
moved  rapidly  to  the  right  about  two  miles, 
where  we  halted  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  im- 
mediately on  the  left  of  General  Maney's  brigade. 
About  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Cheatham  to  move  forward,  which  I  did, 
and  took  a  position  immediately  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Smith's  brigade,  which  was  at  that  time 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  some  two 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  position  I  had 
taken. 

Shortly  after  taking  this  position,  General 
Smith  sent  me  word  that  he  was  about  to  be 
driven  back,  and  wished  me  to  come  to  his  sup- 
port, which  I  did  at  once,  moving  forward  over 
his  line  to  a  small  elevation  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  in  his  front,  entirely  relieving 
him,  and  engaging  the  enemy.  In  a  short  time 
after  thus  engaging  the  enemy,  General  Smith 
rode  up  to  me.  and  told  me  that  my  left  flank 
was  still  in  rear  of  General  Wright,  and  that  my 
right  flank  was  not  supported  by  any  one,  and 
that  I  was  in  a  position  to  be  flanked  by  the  ene- 
my on  my  right,  unless  I  immediately  moved  in 
that  direction.  Discovering,  however,  that  Gen- 
eral Wright  had  retired,  and  that  none  of  our 
troops  were  in  my  front,  and  knowing  the  great 
danger  of  attempting  a  flank  movement  in  the 
presence  and  under  the  fire  of  an  enemy,  and 
expecting  General  Maney  to  come  up  on  my 
right,  I  did  not  move  in  that  direction  until  Gen- 
eral Smith  rode  up  to  me  a  second  time,  and  told 
me  that  General  Cheatham  directed  that  I  should 
close  the  gap  between  myself  and  General  Jack- 
son, by  moving  to  the  right.  I  then  concluded 
that  General  Maney  had  been  ordered  elsewhere, 
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and  I,  therefore,  immediately  gave  orders  to 
move  to  the  right,  but  had  hardly  commenced 
the  movement  before  the  enemy  met  the  front  of 
my  column  with  a  murderous  and  destructive 
fire,  enfilading  nearly  the  whole  of  my  line,  and 


Yankee  Line. 


moving  in  such  a  direction  as  soon  to  be  in  the 
rear  of  my  right,  if  I  attempted  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion I  then  had. 

The  position  of  the  two  lines  were  about  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  diagram : 


Rebel  Line. 
Strahl's  Brigade. 


Therefore,  not  knowing  whether  I  was  to  re- 
ceive support  on  my  right,  and  having  no  time 
for  delay,  I  immediately  gave  orders  for  my  line 
to  retire,  and  at  once  moved  back  to  a  position 
where  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  flanking  me.  I  gained  this  position  with 
my  left  in  good  order,  my  right  being  thrown 
into  confusion  by  the  heavy  fire  they  were  re- 
ceiving, both  from  the  front  and  on  their  flank. 
The  officers,  however,  all  acted  with  great  gal- 
lantry and  coolness,  and  immediately  rallied 
their  men  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  positions 
where  they  could  do  so  and  not  be  in  immediate 
danger  of  being  flanked.  In  this  movement  we 
were  compelled  to  leave  most  of  our  men  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  field,  some  of  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  whilst 
placed  in  this  unfortunate  position  was  near  two 
hundred,  and  among  that  number  some  very 
valuable  and  gallant  officers. 

Most  of  the  field  officers  on  my  right  were 
dismounted  by  having  their  horses  shot  from 
under  them,  and  Major  Heiskell,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment,  a  very  gallant  officer, 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot. 

During  this  short  encounter  with  the  enemy 
the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  regiment  was  on  my 
right,  and  was  therefore  much  more  exposed, 
and  consequently  met  with  a  much  heavier  loss 
than  any  other  in  the  brigade.  But  its  field 
officers,  Colonel  F.  M.  Walker  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  B.  F.  Moore,  acted  with  such  coolness 
and  gallantry  that  they  inspired  their  men  with 
courage  and  confidence,  and  prevented  that  de- 
moralization which  might  have  been  expected 
under  such  trying  circumstances. 

It  was  now.  while  engaged  in  re-forming  my 
line,  that  General  Money  came  up  and  pressed 
the  enemy  back  for  some  distance  on  my  right, 
and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  As  soon  as  my 
line  was  re-formed  I  moved  forward  to  his  sup- 
port, and  arrived  on  a  line  with  his  left  just  in 
time  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing 
rapidly  and  pressing  his  line  back.  My  three 
regiments,  the  Nineteenth,  Thirty-first,  and  Thir- 
ty-third, were  thrown  forward  in  advance  of  the 
left  of  my  brigade  and  took  possession  of  a 
small  skirt  of  woods,  which  they  held  until  the 
line  on  their  right  had  fallen  back  so  far  that 
they  were  again  exposed  to  a  severe  enfilading 


fire,  when  I  again  ordered  them  to  retire  to  the 
position  where  they  -had  first  rallied,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  swinging  around  my 
right  and  thus  getting  in  my  rear.  Then  I  re- 
formed my  whole  line,  but  learning  that  General 
Smith's  brigade  was  in  line  just  on  my  right  and 
but 'a  short  distance  in  my  rear,  and  being  with- 
out support  on  either  flank,  I  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  move  back  and  form  on  him  ;  which  I  did, 
and  remained  in  this  position  until  dark. 

While  in  this  position,  my  battery,  commanded 
by  Captain  T.  P.  Stanford,  for  the  first  time 
opened  upon  the  enemy  and  shelled  them  for  a 
short  time,  but  with  what  effect  I  could  not  tell. 
The  ground  over  which  we  had  been  fighting 
during  the  afternoon  was  of  such  a  nature  that 
it  would  not  admit  of  the  use  of  artillery,  and 
especially  of  a  rifle  battery;  therefore  I  was 
compelled  to  meet  every  advance  of  the  enemy 
with  my  infantry  alone,  although  their  batteries 
were  playing  on  me  the  whole .  time,  and  from 
positions  that  made  their  fire  very  effective.  My 
battery,  however,  was  at  all  times  immediately 
in  my  rear,  and  ready,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
go  into  position  had  an  opportunity  offered 
where  it  could  have  been  used  with  effect. 

About  dark  General  Deshler's  brigade,  which 
was  then  in  my  rear,  was  ordered  to  the  front, 
and  moved  forward  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover 
my  right.  In  a  short  time  after  he  had  passed 
me,  going  to  the  front,  I  was  ordered  to  follow, 
and  did  so,  continuing  to  advance  until  I  came 
up  with  his  line,  which  was  an  old  field,  and 
near  where  we  had  been  engaged  during  the 
afternoon.  Here  we  bivouacked  for  the  night 
in  line  of  battle. 

During  the  night  our  infirmary  corps  brought 
off  many  of  our  killed  and  wounded  that  we  had 
left  on  the  field. 

The  next  morning  we  were  held  in  this  posi- 
tion until  noon  or  later,  when  we  moved  by  the 
right  flank  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  and 
was  then  moved  forward  and  placed  in  position 
immediately  in  rear  of  General  Lidd ell's  com- 
mand, and  there  remained  until  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-first,  when  I  formed  on  the  right  of 
General  Liddell  and  sent  forward  skirmishers 
some  two  miles  and  a  half,  but  without  discov- 
ering an  enemy,  save  some  few  stragglers,  who 
surrendered  without  making  any  resistance. 
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During  the  whole  engagement  my  command 
was  almost  continually  within  range  of  the  ene- 
my's cannon,  and,  at  times,  suffered  severely 
from  it. 

My  Ordnance  Officer,  Lieutenant  Winston, 
during  and  after  the  engagement,  collected  and 
hauled  from  the  field  one  thousand  stand  of 
small  arms. 

Several  small  squads  of  prisoners  were  taken 
by  my  men  and  sent  to  the  rear,  but  without 
any  account  of  their  number. 

The  company  and  field  officers,  as  a  general 
thing,  conducted  themselves  with  great  gallantly 
and  coolness,  and  discharged  their  duties  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  reflect  much  credit  upon  them- 
selves and  their  commands.  The  privates  in  the 
ranks,  as  usual,  displayed  that  noble  courage 
for  which  Southern  soldiers  have  ever  been  dis- 
tinguished. 

My  staff  officers,  Captain  J.  W.  Johnson,  A. 
A.  G.,  and  Lieutenant  John  S.  Chapman,  A.  A. 
I.  G.,  rendered  me  very  efficient  service  on 
the  field,  and  during  the  whole  engagement 
manifested  a  zeal  and  energy  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  that  was  truly  commendable. 

I  have  already  forwarded  to  you  a  list  of  the 
casualties  of  this  brigade,  showing  the  name, 
rank  and  command  of  the  officers  and  men  killed, 
wounded  and  missing  during  the  engagement. 
That  report  shows  our  loss  in  killed  to  be  nine- 
teen ;  wounded,  two  hundred  and  three,  and 
missing,  twenty-eight — making  the  whole  loss 
sustained  by  the  brigade  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
officers  and  men. 

Some  of  the  missing  have  since  been  heard  of 
as  wounded  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Many  of  the  wounded  men  are  but  slightly  in- 
jured, and  will  soon  be  able  to  join  their  com- 
rades. But  there  are  many  noble  spirits  who 
will  never  return ;  and  while  we  have  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  our  gallant  dead,  and  sympathize 
with  those  who  are  suffering  from  their  wounds, 
yet  we  cannot  but  rejoice  that  the  tide  of  in- 
vasion has,  for  once,  been  hurled  back,  arid  that 
the  faces  of  our  gallant  and  victorious  soldiers 
are  now  turned  towards  their  homes,  and  that  a 
new  and  unconquerable  spirit  has  been  aroused 
throughout  our  whole  army. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

0.  F.  STRAHL, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  M.  J.  WRIGHT. 


HEADQUARTERS  WRIGHT'S  BRIGADE,  CHEATHAM'S  DIVISION, 
FOLK'S  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE, 

IN  THE  FIELD,  October  9, 1863. 


} 

Adjutant- 


Major  James  D.   Porte?*,  Assistant 

General,  Cheathairis  Division: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  ultimo : 

On  Saturday,  nineteenth  ultimo,  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  was  ordered  by  Major-Gen- 
eral Cheatham  to  advance  and  cross  the  Chicka- 
mauga, at  a  ford  known  as Ford,  follow- 


ing immediately  after  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  and  followed  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral George  Maney's  brigade.  Immediately  after 
we  crossed  the  ford  heavy  firing  commenced" in 
our  front,  which  was  ascertained  to  be  an  en- 
gagement between  the  reserve  division  of  Major- 
General  Walker  and  the  enemy,  who  was  in 
heavy  force  and  was  pressing  Walker  hotly  with 
his  largely  superior  numbers.  My  brigade,  after 
crossing,  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  a  field, 
in  the  rear  of  Brigadier-General  Smith.  I  was 
ordered  to  follow  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
Smith  when  he  moved.  In  an  hour  Smith  moved 
in  the  direction  of  the  battle-field,  and  we  fol- 
lowed closely  in  his  rear.  After  moving  into  a 
wood  in  a  direction  inclining  down  the  Chicka- 
mauga, another  halt  was  made  of  half  an  hour, 
when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Cheat- 
ham  to  form  in  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward 
in  a  direction  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  road 
along  which  we  were  posted,  with  that  brave 
and  accomplished  officer,  General  Preston  Smith, 
still  on  my  right.  Maney  being  in  my  rear  in 
the  line  of  march,  I  supposed  that  he  would 
be  ordered  up  to  the  left.  Indeed,  in  the  act  of 
executing  the  forward  movement  in  line  of 
battle,  I  was  informed  by  General  Smith  that 
we  were  a  supporting  force  to  Major-General 
Walker,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  our  front. 

My  brigade  is  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
ments, which  moved  in  line,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named :  Sixteenth  Tennessee 
regiment.  Colonel  D.  M.  Donnell  command- 
ing ;  Eighth  Tennessee  regiment,  Colonel  John 
H.  Anderson  commanding ;  Fifty-first  and 
Fifty-second  Tennessee  regiments,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  G.  Hall  commanding  ;  Twenty- 
eight  Tennessee  regiment,  Colonel  S.  S.  Stan- 
ton  commanding ;  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee 
regiment  and  Murray's  Tennessee  battalion, 
Colonel  John  C.  Carter  commanding,  with  the 
battery  of  light  artillery  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Wm.  W.  Carnes.  The  men  moved  up  in 
splendid  style,  obeying  all  orders  with  the 
alacrity  and  precision  which  is  their  habit 
on  parade.  With  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived, believing  Major-General  Walker  in  our 
front,  I  had  directed  each  regiment  to  throw 
out  skirmishers,  and  thus  guard  against  the  too 
frequent  and  often  criminal  folly  of  pouring  a 
fire  in  the  rear  of  our  own  comrades  in  arms 
when  engaged  against  a  foe  in  front.  This 
order  I  immediately  countermanded  when  it  be- 
came quite  evident  that  a  most  galling  fire  had 
been  opened  by  the  enemy's  batteries  and  in- 
fantry upon  my  right  flank  and  a  portion  of  the 
centre.  This  fire  continued  for  some  minutes 
before  the  left  flank  was  engaged,  and  was  the 
result  of  my  line  of  battle  being  advanced  ob- 
liquely towards  the  right,  instead  of  being  par- 
allel to  the  enemy's  line.  It  was  certainly  due, 
also,  somewhat  to  the  fact  that  the  Sixteenth  and 
Eighth  Tennessee  regiments,  extending  their  line 
into  a  corn  field  in  open  view  of  the  enemy, 
whose  position  was  concealed  by  timber  and 
under-growth,  were  compelled  to  advance  into 
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the  wood  in  .front,  thus  finding  a  better  and  more 
secure  position,  and  some  cover  for  their  men 
from  the  murderous  fire  which  they  were  gal- 
lantly sustaining. 

The  centre  and  left,  however,  soon  became 
earnestly  engaged.  Having  no  eligible  posi- 
tion for  artillery  near  the  centre,  I  was  compelled 
to  post  Games'  battery  (Steuben  artillery)  on  the 
left  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Teimesse  regiment,  be- 
ing the  extreme  left  of  my  position  ;  supposing, 
too,  at  that  time,  that  I  would  be  supported  on 
the  left  by  the  brigades  both  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Maney  and  Brigadier-general  Strahl.  My 
position  was  near  the  foot  of  a  declivity,  gently 
rising  towards  the  left  and  presenting  on  that 
flank  the  highest  ground  on  our  line,  and  there- 
fore the  best  position  for  artillery ;  while  that  of 
the  enemy  was  on  an  eminence  rising  from  the 
drain  or  low  ground  just  in  our  front,  many  feet 
above  ours,  and  protected  by  works  probably 
thrown  up  the  previous  night. 

Immediately  after  the  enemy's  fire  was  opened, 
I  dispatched  the  order  to  commence  firing  to 
each  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments, 
which  was  executed  promptly,  and  with  coolness 
and  precision.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
effect  of  our  firing  upon  the  enemy  was  terrific, 
from  the  report  of  a  wounded  officer,  who  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  subsequently 
escaped,  and  from  a  careful  survey  of  the  battle- 
ground by  some  of  the  men  after  the  action. 

The  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  crossfire  of  two 
batteries,  and  a  concentrated  shower  of  musket 
shot  from  a  greatly  superior  force,  their  line  ex- 
tending the  full  length  of  a  brigade  beyond  my 
unsupported  left.  Our  men  met  the  terrible  fire 
which  was  hurled  upon  them,  with  constancy, 
coolness,  and  undaunted  courage,  bearing  the 
shock  like  veterans,  and  not  perceptibly  waver- 
ing beneath  its  severity,  and  returning  shot  for 
shot,  as  far  as  their  inferiority  of  numbers  would 
allow. 

After  sustaining  this  fire  for  three  hours  and  a 
half,  from  twelve  M.  to  three  and  a  half  P.  M.,  see- 
ing that  Brigadier  General  Smith,  immediately  on 
my  right,  had  withdrawn  from  the  field,  and  learn- 
ing from  some  of  my  officers  that  their  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  I  determined  to 
order  the  brigade  to  retire.  Before,  however,  I 
could  give  orders  to  execute  this  movement,  a 
courier  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  flank- 
ing my  position,  which  upon  moving  in  that 
direction,  I  distinctly  discovered,  seeing  his  line 
moving  through  the  ravine  and  under-growth 
upon  the  left  flank.  I  then  dispatched  orders  to 
the  Colonels  and  commander  of  the  battery  to 
withdraw  to  a  hill  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
the  rear.  Discovering  at  this  opportune  moment 
a  supporting  brigade  approaching  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  not  being  able  to  move  rapidly  enough 
to  communicate  with  the  General  commanding 
(Brigadier  General  Clayton),  in  consequence  of 
my  being  dismounted,  I  requested  the  Colonel 
commanding  the  leading  regiment  to  move  to 
my  left  and  protect  the  men  in  retiring,  which 
he  did  promptly  and  efficiently.  At  the  same 


time  I  informed  him  that  the  enemy  was  flanking 
our  position. 

Each  of  the  regiments  was  withdrawn  slowly 
and  in  good  order.  Although  all  the  horses  of 
the  battery,  except  three,  were  killed,  and  about 
one  half  of  the  company  shot  down,  either  killed 
or  wounded,  thus  rendering  the  battery  useless 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy's  flanking 
force,  Captain  Carnes,  First  Lieutenant  Marshall 
and  Second  Lieutenant  Cockrell,  of  the  artillery, 
remained  with  the  battery  until  they  received 
orders  to  retire,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  and 
gallantly  standing  at  their  posts  until  the  last  mo- 
ment. Second  Lieutenant  Van  Vleck  gallantly 
died  at  his  post. 

After  -retiring  from  the  field  I  at  once  dis- 
patched a  staff  officer  to  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham,  advising  him  of  the  position  of  the  brigade, 
and  informing  him  of  the  fact  that  our  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  which  was  promptly 
supplied. 

After  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  brigade  was  again 
ordered  to  take  position  about  four  hundred 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  ground  on  which  we 
had  fought  the  enemy.  Major-General  Cleburne's 
division  and  Smith's  brigade,  of  Major  General 
Cheatham's  division,  at  about  six  o'clock  p.  M, 
on  our  immediate  right,  made  a  most  gallant  and 
successful  movement  upon  the  enemy's  position; 
but  my  brigade  was  not  ordered  to  participate 
in  the  glorious  charge  which  cost  the  lives  of 
many  brave  patriots,  and  among  them  the  heroic 
General  Preston  Smith. 

Having  bivouacked  at  this  position  on  Satur- 
day night,  on  Sunday  morning,  a  line  of  battle 
was  again  formed  and  held  steadily  for  three 
hours  under  a  most  harassing  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries.  One  man  of  the  Sixteenth 
Tennessee  regiment  was  severely  wounded  by 
a  round  shot.  About  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  I  was 
ordered  to  move  the  brigade  around  to  the  right 
of  our  position,  following  Maney  in  moving  by 
the  right  flank.  About  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  Maney 
being  on  our  left,  I  was  ordered  to  follow  his 
movements  in  line  of  battle.  Major-General 
Walker's  division  and  Brigadier-General  Jack- 
son's brigade,  of  Cheatham's  division,  were 
already  engaged  fiercely  in  assaulting  a  fortified 
position  of  the  enemy,  at  which  a  very  large 
force  of  his  artillery  had  been  concentrated.  A 
furious  contest  was  raging,  with  wild  and  ter- 
rible carnage.  Though  the  gallant  troops  of 
Walker  and  Jackson  held  their  position  with  un- 
surpassed stubbornness  and  heroism,  yet  the 
enemy,  encouraged  by  the  strength,  natural  and 
artificial,  of  his  position,  and  his  concentrated 
forces,  was  making  a  most  stubborn  fight.  At  this 
critical  moment  the  two  brigades  (General  Ma- 
ney's  and  my  own)  were  precipitated,  with  a  deaf- 
ening hurrah,  and  a  rapid  shock,  to  support  our 
gallant  comrades,  who  were  contending  against 
unequal  odds.  The  men  were  in  the  highest  spirits 
and  moved  forward  with  an  animation  that  I 
have  never  seen  surpassed.  At  this  time  the 
scene  was  one  of  the  most  animated  and  exciting 
that  can  be  imagined.  The  whole  issue  of  the 
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combat  seemed  suspended  upon  a  moment's 
work.  The  shouts  of  our  gallant  patriots  pre- 
saged success,  and  every  eye  was  lighted  with 
victory.  It  came  at  that  propitious  moment. 
The  enemy,  already  daunted  by  the  fierce  ordeal 
through  which  they  had  pasaed  from  the  guns  of 
Walker  and  Jackson,  could  no  longer  bear  the 
trial  when  the  cheers  of  our -reinforcing  battal- 
ions were  wafted  to  them  on  the  evening  breeze. 
They  broke  in  hopeless  confusion  and  rout,  pre- 
cipitately fled  before  our  pursuing  columns, 
leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them 
and  several  pieces  of  their  artillery.  Although 
my  brigade  did  not  reach  the  position  in  time  to 
fire  but  a  very  few  guns  from  the  Thirty-eighth 
Tennessee  regiment,  yet  it  is  a  source  of  heart- 
felt satisfaction  that  the  cheers  of  the  men  and 
their  impetuous  charge  assisted  in  striking  ter- 
ror into  the  heart  of  the  foe  and  in  hastening  his 
inglorious  flight. 

In  this  engagement  and  that  of  Saturday,  the 
brigade  captured  seventy-one  prisoners,  includ- 
ing a  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants.  The  loss  in 
the  brigade  was  forty-four  kiUed  on  the  field, 
forty-three  missing  (most  of  whom  are  known  to 
be,  and  the  others  are  supposed  to  be,  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy),  and  four  hundred  wounded. 

Among  the  killed  I  regret  to  mention  Captain 
Parks,  Sixteenth  Tennessee  regiment ;  Lieuten- 
ant Hainey,  Murray's  battalion,  attached  to  the 
Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment;  Lieutenant 
Wade  and  Color-bearer  Bland,  of  the  Fifty-first 
and  Fifty-second  Tennessee  regiments  ;  Captain 
Whaley  and  Lieutenant  Craig,  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Van 
Vleck,  Games'  battery.  Among  the  wounded 
were  Colonels  John  H.  Anderson  and  D.  M.  Don- 
nell ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  G.  Hall,  and  Major  T. 
G.  Handle  ;  Captains  Puryear,  Callum,  and  Bonds, 
and  Lieutenants  Cunningham,  Leonard,  Flynn, 
and  Shaw,  Eighth  Tennessee  regiment ;  Lieu- 
tenants Potter,  Owen,  and  Worthington,  Six- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment ;  Captain  McDonald, 
and  Lieutenants  Apple,  Dauley,  and  Taylor, 
Twenty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment ;  Adjutant 
Caruthers,  Lieutenants  Banks  and  Ridout,  Thir- 
ty-eighth Tennessee  regiment,  and  Captain  Bur- 
ton, Lieutenants  Billings,  Chester,  White,  Hainey, 
Tillman,  and  Wade,  Fifty-first  and  Fifty-second 
Tennessee  regiments.  All  the  field  officers  of 
the  brigade,  and  the  officers  of  the  battery,  acted 
with  such  distinguished  gallantry  that  J  feel  it 
would  be  invidious  to  make  a  distinction.  Com- 
pany officers  and  men,  with  very  inconsiderable 
exceptions  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
bore  themselves  with  a  gallantry  and  steadiness 
becoming  patriots  contending  for  freedom  and 
all  that  honorable  men  hold  dear. 

I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  during 
the  engagement  to  my  staff  officers,  Captain 
Leon  Trousdale,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Cap- 
tain E.  F.  Lee,  Assistant  Inspector-General ;  my 
Aids-de-Camp,  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Harris,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Sidney  Womack,  and  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Smith.  They  each  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  zeal.  One  of  my  couriers,  Mr.  Wil- 


liam S.  Hill,  won  the  commendation  of  ah1  and 
my  warm  thanks,  for  his  gallantry  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  his  perilous  duties.  Briga- 
dier-General W.  C.  Whitthorne,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  Tennessee,  volunteered  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp  on  the  first  day's  march  from  Chattanooga, 
and  discharged  the  various  duties  that  I  assigned 
to  him  with  a  promptness,  courage,  and  ability 
which  merit  and  receive  my  warmest  thanks. 
On  the  field  General  Whitthorne  conducted  him- 
self with  conspicuous  gallantry.  The  infirmary 
corps  discharged  their  duties  with  such  fearless- 
ness and  fidelity  as  to  attract  my  special  obser- 
vation. The  provost  guard  also,  under  their 
worthy  and  gallant  Provost-Marshal,  Lieutenant 
Richardson,  fully  fulfilled  the  standard  of  their 
duties.  They  lost  one  killed  and  two  wounded 
in  the  engagement  of  Saturday. 

I  unite  with  ah1  true  patriots  of  our  country 
in  returning  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  without 
whose  assistance  our  strength  is  weakness, 
for  the  substantial  victory  with  which  he  has 
crowned  our  efforts. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  the  regi- 
mental commanders  of  the  brigade,  to  which 
your  especial  attention  is  respectfully  invoked. 

I  regret  I  cannot  accompany  them  with  the 
report  of  Captain  Carnes,  commanding  battery, 
whose  absence  on  business  connected  with  his 
battery  necessarily  delays  its  preparation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 
Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAKCUS  J.  WEIGHT, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  K.  JACKSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  JACKSON'S  BRIGADE,  CHEATHAM'S  DIVISION,  ") 
FOLK'S  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,  BEFORE  CHATTA-  V 
NOOGA,  October  3,  1863.  ) 

Major  John  Ingram,  A.  A.  G.  Cheafham's  Di- 
vision, Folk's  Corps,  A.  T. : 

MAJOR  :  On  the  nineteenth  September,  1863, 
at  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  bri- 
gade which  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  be- 
ing the  advance  of  Major-General  Cheatham's 
division,  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek  at  Hunt's 
or  Dalton's  Ford,  about  a  mile  below  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill.  The  brigade  was  immediately 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek,  and  awaited  the  crossing  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  division. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  moved  by  the 
flank  in  a  north-western  direction  and  formed 
line  in  the  rear  of  Major-General  Buckner's 
right,  as  his  reserve.  Remained  in  this  position 
about  an  hour,  when  an  order  was  received  to 
move  still  further  to  the  right  to  the  support  of 
Major-General  Walker.  Passing  rapidly  about 
half  a  mile  northward  by  the  right  flank,  the  bri- 
gade reached  the  road  leading  from  Alexander's 
Bridge,  and  proceeded  thence  westward  about 
half  a  mile.  Here  the  line  of  Major-General 
Walker's  troops  was  reached.  My  brigade  was 
immediately  placed  in  line  of  battle  and  ordered 
to  advance.  The  order  was  promptly  and  cheer- 
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fully  obeyed,  and  the  advance  continued  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  when  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  my  left  centre.  The  brigade 
returned  the  fire,  which  soon  became  general. 
A  charge  being  ordered,  the  troops  responded 
with  great  intrepidity,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them  from  a  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile, 
captured  three  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were 
immediately  sent  to  the  rear  ;  also,  a  large  num- 
ber of  knapsacks,  from  which  the  enemy  had 
been  driven. 

At  this  point  the  enemy,  being  heavily  rein- 
forced and  having  the  advantage  of  breast- 
works, checked  the  advance  of  the  brigade  and 
stubbornly  held  their  ground. 

Seeing  troops  on  the  left  retiring,  I  sent  to 
inquire  the  meaning  of  it,  and  was  informed 
that  it  was  part  of  Brigadier-General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade,  which  had  been  pressed  back  by 
superior  numbers,  thus  leaving  my  flank  entirely 
exposed.  Soou  after,  my  left  fell  back,  under  the 
false  impression  that  a  retreat  had  been  or- 
dered, but  were  immediately  rallied  and  re- 
formed, and  promptly  retook  their  original  po- 
sition. Learning  that  the  enemy  were  endeav- 
oring to  turn  my  right,  which  was  not  protected 
by  any  infantry  force,  and  the  left  being  ex- 
posed and  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  sent  a 
staff  officer  to  request  Brigadier-General  Maney, 
whose  brigade  was  in  reserve,  to  come  to  my 
relief.  The  contest  had  now  lasted  for  about 
two  hours,  and  had  been  unusually  severe.  My 
battery,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Scoggin, 
had  moved  up  with  the  line  and  done  good  ser- 
vice. Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade  moved 
forward  gallantly,  and,  upon  being  relieved  by 
him,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to  retire  ;  which  was 
done  slowly  and  in  good  order.  While  moving 
to  the  rear  .the  horses  of  one  piece  and  one 
caisson  were  disabled,  and  consequently  that 
piece  and  caisson  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy, but  were  subsequently  recovered.  Line  of 
battle  was  formed,  again,  in  the  position  occu- 
pied before  the  advance  and  on  the  right  of 
Turner's  battery.  My  battery  was  so  posted  as 
to  have  a  cross  fire  in  front  of  Turner's  bat- 
tery. The  enemy's  advance  upon  us  was  check- 
ed at  this  point. 

A  little  before  dark  Major-General  Cleburne, 
having  formed  a  line  on  my  right,  making  an 
obtuse  angle  with  mine,  commenced  a  forward 
movement,  and  about  the  same  time  an  order 
was  received  from  Major-General  Cheatham  to 
move  up  my  brigade  also,  which  was  promptly 
done. 

The  fire  of  small  arms  immediately  became 
severe.  The  left  of  my  brigade,  thinking,  in 
the  darkening  twilight,  that  Major-General  Cle- 
burne's  line  was  in  their  front,  became  a  little 
confused  by  the  suddenness  and  severity  of  the 
fire,  but  were  soon  brought  up,  and  the  whole 
line  advanced  about  six  hundred  yards.  Here 
the  firing  abruptly  ceased,  and,  it  being  now 
quite  dark  and  the  impression  still  prevailing 
that  our  friends  were  in  front,  Major  W.  D.  C. 
Lloyd,  my  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieuten- 


ant S.  S.  Harris,  acting  Inspector-General  of  my 
brigade,  rode  forward  to  ascertain  the  facts, 
when  Major  Lloyd  rode  into  the  enemy's  lines 
and  was  captured. 

My  brigade  had  moved  in  Major-General  Cle- 
burne's  line,  with  Brigadier- General  Deshler's 
brigade  on  its  left.  About  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
in  order  to  allow  Brigadier-General  Deshler  to 
close  upon  his  own  division,  I  ordered  my  bri- 
gade to  retire  to  its  original  position,  where  it 
remained  until  morning. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  twentieth  instant,  in 
pursuance  of  orders  from  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham,  I  moved  by  the  left  flank  about  half  a 
mile  and  took  position  as  a  reserve  in  the  rear 
of  Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade.  Remain- 
ing there  until  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  I 
moved,  by  order,  back  to  my  original  position. 
Here  an  order  was  received  from  General 
Bragg,  through  Major  Falconer,  Assistant  Adju- 
tankGeneral,  to  move  at  once  with  my  brigade 
to  the  right  and  front  and  report  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Hill.  I  moved  promptly  by  the  right 
flank  and  sent  Captain  Merino,  my  Assistant  Ad- 
jutan1>General,  and  Lieutenant  Harris,  to  find 
Lieutenant-General  Hill.  They  returned  report- 
ing their  search  unsuccessful.  At  this  point 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  ordered  me  to  take  po- 
sition on  the  right  of  Brigadier-General  Polk 
and  to  move  forward  at  once.  Deeming  it 
proper,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding General,  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Hill  for  orders,  I  moved  still  further  by 
the  right  flank  and  to  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Folk's  brigade,  and  sent  again  to 
Lieutenant-General  Hill,  who  directed  that  my 
brigade  should  take  position  on  Brigadier- 
General  Liddell's  left  and  fill  up  a  gap  between 
that  brigade  and  Major-General  Cleburne's  right. 
A  staff,  officer  of  Lieutenant-General  Hill  having 
indicated  the  position  my  brigade  was  to  take, 
it  was  moved  forward  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  when  the  commanding  officer  of  my 
sharpshooters  reported  skirmishers  of  the  enemy 
in  heavy  force  on  my  left  and  opposite  the  gap 
on  Major-General  Cleburne's  right,  which  my 
brigade  was  insufficient  to  fill.  I  directed  two 
additional  companies  to  be  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, with  orders  to  the  five  companies,  con- 
sisting of  my  battalion  of  sharpshooters  and 
these  two  companies,  to  dislodge  the  enemy. 
After  considerable  skirmis*hing,  Major  Whitely, 
of  my  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  reported  that 
he  could  not  dislodge  the  enemy ;  that  they  were 
in  strong  force,  and  supported  by  a  line  of  battle 
and  a  battery. 

I  immediately  reported  these  facts  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General Hill,  and  that  if  I  advanced,  the  gap 
not  being  filled  up,  my  left  flank  wouM  be  ex- 
posed to  an  enfilading  fire.  He  sent  me  an  order, 
nevertheless,  to  form  on  Brigadier-General  Lid- 
dell's  left  arid  move  forward  with  his  line.  This 
order  was  promptly  executed.  The  brigade, 
with  the  battery  in  the  centre,  moved  forward 
in  splendid  style  about  one  hundred  yards,  when 
the  enemy  opened  a  galling  fire  from  the  front 
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and  left  flank,  enfilading  the  entire  line,  with 
canister  and  small  arms.  The  engagement  now 
became  terrific,  and  the  position  of  my  brigade 
extremely  critical.  The  troops,  however,  stood 
nobly  to  the  work  before  them  and,  steadily  ad- 
vancing, surmounted  the  hill  on  which  the  ene- 
my's breastworks  were,  the  battery  moving  with 
the  line  and  rendering  effective  service.  The 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  breastworks,  and 
Brigadier-General  Maney's  brigade,  coming  up  at 
this  opportune  moment,  charged  them,  and  the 
the  contest  was  over.  At  daylight  on  Monday 
morning  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  sought 
safety  in  flight,  under  the  cover  of  darkness. 

The  report  of  my  Provost-Marshal  shows  the 
capture  of  seventy-four  prisoners  (not  including 
wounded  men),  representing  twenty-two  regi- 
ments, and  from  five  States. 


I  annex  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  my  command,  which  was  composed, 
from  right  to  left,  as  follows :  Second  Georgia 
battalion  sharpshooters,  Eighth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment, Fifth  Mississippi  regiment,  Scoggin's  bat- 
tery, second  battalion  of  First  Confederate  regi- 
ment, and  the  Fifth  Georgia  regiment. 

The  total  effective  was  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six  ;  the  aggregate  effective, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  five  ;  loss,  four 
hundred  and  ninety ;  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  percentage  of  casualties  was 
34.87,  and  that  the  greatest  loss  was  in  the  Fifth 
Georgia  regiment,  amounting  to  nearly  fifty-five 
per  cent. 

I  am,  Major,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  K.  JACKSON, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 


Tabular  Statement  of  the  Casualties  of  Jackson's  Brigade,  Cheatliairis  Division,  Folk's  Corps, 
Army  of  Tennessee,  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  1863,  in  the  Battle  of  Chick- 
amauga. 


COMMAND. 

TOTAL 
EFFECTIVE. 

AGGREGATE 
EFFECTIVE. 

Q 

WOUNDED. 

K 

TOTAL 

CASUALTIES. 

PERCENTAGE. 

Brigadier-General  and  Staff,  

5 

1 

1 

20.00 

Battalion  of  Sharpshooters,  

101 

375 

108 
404 

3 

10 

27 
84 

30 
94 

27.77 
23.26 

225 

252 

4 

70 

1 

75 

29.76 

86 

89 

1 

11 

1 

13 

14.60 

181 

194 

10 

73 

83 

42.78 

317 

353 

27 

165 

2 

194 

54.94 

Total                                                        

1,286 

1,405 

55 

430 

5 

490 

34.87  average. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  A.  GRACIE. 

HEADQUARTERS  GRACIE'S  BRIGADE,     1 
IN  FRONT  OF  CHATTANOOGA,  October  2,  1863.  j 

J.  L.  Sandford,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  of  herewith  for- 
warding the  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Sixty-third  regiment 
Tennessee  volunteers,  LieutenantrColonel  A. 
Fulkerson  commanding ;  Forty-third  regiment 
Alabama  volunteers,  Colonel  Y.  M.  Moody  com- 
manding ;  First  battalion  Alabama  legion,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel J.  H.  Holt  commanding  ;  Second 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  B. 
Hall,  Jr.,  commanding  ;  Third  battalion  Alabama 
legion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  W.  A.  Sandford 
commanding,  on  the  days  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth  September,  1863 : 

Taking  position  on  the  evening  of  the  eight- 
eenth instant  at  Dalton's  Ford,  on  Chickamauga 
River,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth, 
the  brigade  formed  its  first  line  of  battle,  facing 
the  enemy's  works  near  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill.  It  was 'exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shell,  wounding  Lane  and  others  of  the  Sixty- 


JOHX  K.  JACKSON, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

third  Tennessee  regiment.     Further  than  this 
the  brigade  in  this  day's  fight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  near  Dyer's  house  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  where,  again  forming  line  of 
battle,  it  again  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
shell.  Between  four  and  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  orders 
were  received  to  suppport  Kershaw's  brigade, 
posted  to  the  left  of  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Word  was  sent  to  General  Kershaw  that  the 
brigade  was  ready,  and  he  ordered  it  to  advance. 
Passing  through  Kershaw's  command,  the  bri- 
gade found  itself  suddenly  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks 
of  logs  and  rails,  on  the  crest  of  an  opposite 
hill.  The  fire  of  musketry,  grape  and  canister 
immediately  commenced  ;  but,  undaunted,  the 
brigade  scaled  the  precipitous  heights,  driving 
the  enemy  before  it,  and  took  possession  of  the 
hill.  Holding  these  heights  for  nearly  an  hour, 
and  ammunition  becoming  scarce,  I  informed 
Brigadier-General  Preston,  commanding  division, 
that,  unless  supported,  the  brigade  could  not 
much  longer  hold  out.  Trigg's  and  Kelly's  bri- 
gades were  ordered  .to  my  relief.  Though  with 
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ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  the  brigade  held 
its  own  till  the  scattering  tire  of  its  musketry  be- 
trayed its  condition  to  the  enemy.  Trigg's  and 
Kelly's  brigade  arriving,  the  command  withdrew 
to  replenish  its  empty  cartridge-boxes. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  brigade  resumed 
the  position  it  had  so  nobly  won.  The  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded,  shows  the  desperate 
nature  of  the  contest ;  of  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy  carried  into  action,  ninety 
were  killed  and  six  hundred  and  fifteen  wounded. 

Where  so  many  distinguished  themselves  it 
would  be  difficult  to  particularize  ;  all  nobly  did 
their  duty.  I  would,  however,  cah1  attention  to 
the  following-named  officers  :  Lieutenant-Colonel 
A.  Fulkerson,  Sixty-third  regiment  Tennessee 
volunteers,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  Colonel, 
commanded  the  regiment  and  led  it  into  action  ; 
to  him  it  owes  its  discipline  and  efficiency.  Col- 
onel Fulkerson  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
arm,  making,  with  the  one  received  at  Shiloh, 
the  second  during  the  war.  He  is  deserving  of 
a  much  higher  position. 

Colonel  Y.  M.  Moody,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Ala- 
bama regiment,  always  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment on  the  march,  maintained  the  same  position 
on  the  field,  rallying  and  encouraging  his  men. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  J  Jolly,  of  the  same 
regiment,  though  seriously  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  remained  on  the  field  until  no  longer  able 
to  walk,  and  then  had  to  be  carried  off. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  H.  Holt,  of  the  First 
battalion  Alabama  legion.  This  battalion  sus- 
tained the  heaviest  loss ;  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  carried  into  action,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  were  killed  and  wounded ;  among 
the  latter  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt,  seriously, 
in  the  knee. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Boiling  Hah1,  commanding 
second  battalion  Alabama  legion.  It  was  this 
battalion  that  first  gained  the  hill  and  placed  its 
colors  on  the  enemy's  works.  Its  colors  bear 
marks  of  over  eighty  bullets.  Its  bearer,  Rob- 
ert Y.  Hiett,  though  thrice  wounded  and  flag- 
staff thrice  shot  away,  carried  his  charge 
throughout  the  entire  fight.  He  deserves  not 
only  mention,  but  promotion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly, receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  W.  A.  Sanford,  com- 
manding the  Third  battalion  Alabama  legion, 
and  Major  McLennan,  commanding  the  Fourth 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  nobly  did  their  duty, 
sustaining  heavy  loss,  both  in  officers  and  men. 
Captain  W.  B.  Walton,  Company  B,  Second  bat- 
talion Alabama  legion,  was  wounded  in  the 
breast,  arm  and  shoulder,  inside  the  enemy's 
works.  His  case  deserves  special  mention. 
Assistant-Surgeon  James  B.  Luckie,  of  the  Third 
battalion  Alabama  legion,  both  in  the  field  and 
at  the  hospital,  was  most  attentive  to  the  wound- 
ed, as  indeed  were  all  the  medical  officers-  of  the 
command.  Captain  H.  E.  Jones,  my  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  was  most  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  gallantry,  carrying  orders  into  the 
thickest  of  the  fight ;  he  was  more  exposed 


than  any  one  in  the  field.  Also  my  Aid-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  E.  B.  Cherry.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that,  though  both  these  officers  had  their 
horses  shot  under  them,  both  escaped  unhurt. 
To  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Gilmer,  Adjutant  of  the 
Alabama  legion,  who,  during  the  absence  of  its 
commander,  has  acted  as  my  A.  I.  General, 
and  to  Messrs.  George  C.  Jones  and  J.  T.  Har- 
well (both  wounded),  my  thanks  are  due  for  ser- 
vices rendered.  Major  E.  L.  Hord,  my  quarter- 
master, who  so  completely  equipped  my  brigade, 
was  constantly  at  his  post,  performing  his  oner- 
ous duties.  Major  C.  D.  Brown,  my  commis- 
sary, who,  by  untiring  energy,  kept  the  brigade 
constantly  supplied  with  cooked  rations.  My 
thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieutenant  A.  M.  Mac- 
Murphy,  my  efficient  ordnance  officer. 

Among  the  noble  dead  I  have  to  record  the 
names  of  Captain  James  T.  Gillespie  and  Lieu- 
tenant S.  M.  Deadrick,  Company  I,  Sixty-third 
Tennessee  regiment;  Captains  0.  H.  Prince, 
Company  A,  and  J.  A.  P.  Gordon,  Company  C, 
Lieutenant  Win.  H.  Watkins,  Company  B,  Forty- 
third  Alabama  regiment,  arid  Lieutenant  R.  H. 
Bibb,  of  the  First  battalion  Alabama  legion. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GRACIE,  Jr., 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  H.  D.  CLAYTON.. 

HEADQUARTERS  CLAYTON'S  BRIGADE,         \ 
NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  Oct.  3,  1863.  j 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Stewarts  Division : 
MAJOR  :   The  following   report  of   the   part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  on    the    nineteenth    and    twentieth    of 
September,  1863,  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

On  Thursday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, this  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighteenth, 
Thirty-sixth,  and  Thirty-eighth  Alabama  regi- 
ments, commanded  respectively  by  Colonel  J.  T. 
Holtzclaw,  Colonel  L.  T.  Woodruff,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel A.  R.  Lankford,  and  Humphries' 
battery,  took  up  the  line  of  march  from  Lafay- 
ette, Walker  county,  Georgia,  where  it  had  been 
bivouacked  a  few  days,  towards  the  battle-field. 
Resting  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  near  Rock 
Spring,  it  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Thedford's 
Ford  on  the  Chickamauga  Creek.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bate's  brigade  proceeding  dow^n  the  creek  a 
short  distance,  his  artillery  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  were  then  near  Alexander's  Bridge,  my 
brigade  being  exposed  to  the  fire,  by  which  I 
lost  one  man  killed.  I  advanced  three  com- 
panies from  the  Eighteenth  Alabama  regiment 
across  the  creek  as  skirmishers,  under  command 
of  Major  Hundley  of  that  regiment,  and  rode 
over  myself  for  the  purpose  of  making  obser- 
vations. Placing  the  three  companies  as  pick- 
ets in  a  piece  of  woodland,  I  crossed  my  whole 
brigade  over  the  creek  (the  me»  wading)  soon 
after  nightfall,  at  a  point  a  short  distance  above 
Thedford's  Ford,  being  the  first  troops  to  cross 
the  creek  in  that  vicinity.  I  put  the  battery  in 


DOCUMENTS. 


443 


position  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Alabama  regiment,  and  directed  the 
other  regiments  to  bivouac  immediately  upon 
the  bank  of  the  creek.  On  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth,  the  other  brigades  (Brown's  and 
Bate's)  of  the  division  (Stewart's)  having  crossed 
the  creek  and  formed  in  my  rear,  my  brigade 
moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  at  an  early 
hour,  a  distance  of  between  one  and  two  miles, 
until  it  reached  a  position  from  which  the 
enemy  could  be  seen  upon  the  distant  hills. 
The  brigade,  and  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  the 
whole  army,  except  upon  the  extreme  right, 
where  the  engagement  had  already  begun,  halted 
until  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  the  right  about  one  mile.  Having 
received  instructions  as  to  the  point  upon  which 
I  should  direct  my  brigade,  with  the  further 
admonition  that,  after  having  more  definitely 
located  the  enemy,  I  would  have  to  act  for  myself 
and  be  governed  by  circumstances,  I  moved  for- 
ward in  line  of  battle  with  skirmishers  in  front. 
Having  proceeded  a  few  hundred  yards  through 
a  dense  under-growth  and  being  about  to  enter 
a  cultivated  field,  I  halted  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  the  alignment,  when  Colonel  John  C. 
Carter,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  regiment, 
Wright's  brigade,  Cheatham's  division,  came 
on  foot  from  my  left  in  great  haste  and  in- 
formed me  that  my  brigade  was  inarching  in 
the  wrong  direction,  and  that  unless  I  changed 
my  direction  nearly  perpendicularly  to  the 
left,  my  brigade  would  soon  be  in  range 
of  the  enemy's  small  arms  and  artillery,  which 
would  enfilade  my  line ;  and  that,  as  I  then 
stood,  the  right  of  the  enemy  was  in  rear  of  my 
left.  I  immediately  changed  my  direction,  and, 
marching  by  the  left  flank  and  filing  obliquely  to 
the  left  and  rear  (the  nature  of  the  ground  not 
admitting  of  any  other  movement),  had  scarcely 
changed  for  the  purpose  of  moving  in  the  new 
direction,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us, 
which  was  promptly  returned.  The  firing  seem- 
ing to  be  too  much  at  random,  I  passed  down  and 
up  the  line  calling  the  attention  of  officers  to  the 
fact.  I  then  directed  my  staff  to  inform  regi- 
mental commanders  that  I  was  about  to  order  a 
charge.  Passing  again  down  the  line,  I  was 
informed  by  several  officers  that  their  ammuni- 
tion was  expended,  and  I  therefore  reconsidered 
my  first  intention  to  charge  the  enemy,  being 
unable  on  account  of  the  thick  under-growth  to 
form  a  satisfactory  idea  of  his  strength,  and  with- 
drew for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  ammu- 
nition. This  was  done  in  good  order  and  with 
little  loss,  the  enemy  having  almost  simultane- 
ously ceased  firing.  In  this  engagement  the 
brigade  lost  near  four  hundred  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded.  It  began  about  half-past 
two  o'clock  and  lasted  one  hour.  The  enemy 
was  formed  in  a  semi-circle  around  and  over  a 
slight  elevation  or  hill,  which  gave  him  great 
advantage  in  position,  and  the  manner  in  which 
both  ends  of  my  line  were  cross-fired  upon  in- 
duce the  opinion  that  we  were  greatly  out-num- 
bered. I  again  moved  forward  about  four  o'clock, 


the  brigades  of  Generals  Brown  and  Bate  having 
successively  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
Passing  Bate's  brigade,  then  in  front,  my  line 
continued  steadily  forward  with  promptness  and 
spirit,  accompanied  nearly  to  the  Chattanooga 
road  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  Col- 
onel Bush.  Jones  (which  attracted  my  attention 
by  the  excellent  order  in  which  it  moved),  and  a 
small  portion  of  another  regiment,  which  I  did 
not  recognize,  both  of  Bate's  brigade.  The 
enemy  continued  to  retreat  to  and  beyond  the 
Chattanooga  road,  near  which  my  brigade  cap- 
tured two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  brought 
off  in  the  manner  stated  by  my  regimental  com- 
manders, whose  reports  accompany  this.  My 
brigade  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  one- 
half  mile  beyond  the  road,  when  a  staff  officer 
reporting  the  enemy  advancing  in  strong  force 
from  the  right,  and  it  also  having  been  reported 
to  me  through  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
by  a  staff  officer,  whom  he  did  not  recognize, 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  been  seen  in  force 
upon  the  left  as  if  preparing  to  advance,  my  bri- 
gade fell  back  across  the  road  at  leisure,  where 
I  halted  and  re-formed  it  in  connection  with  the 
portion  of  General  Bate's  brigade  already  referred 
to.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  that  Captains 
Crenshaw  and  Lee,  with  their  companies,  from 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama  regiment,  of  Bate's 
brigade,  Accompanied  mine  beyond  the  road. 
They  are  g-allant  officers.  In  this  charge  my 
brigade  captured  fifty  or  sixty  prisoners,  besides 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in- 
flicted upon  the  enemy,  to  some  extent,  compen- 
sated for  our  own  in  the  earlier  engagement. 
Changing  the  direction  of  my  line  by  a  front  for- 
ward upon  the  right,  and  the  other  two  sides  of 
a  triangle  being  formed  by  Generals  Brown  and 
Bates,  night  coming  on,  the  troops  slept  upon 
their  arms  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  who  could  be  distinctly  heard  erecting 
breastworks.  During  the  night  my  pickets 
brought  in  about  forty  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  several  officers  of  the  lower  grades.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  moved  to  the  right,  and  in  a  position  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  and  parallel  to  the 
Chattanooga  road.  Here  it  remained  until  eleven 
o'clock,  subjected  the  most  of  the  time  to  a  severe 
fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  by  which  several 
men  were  wounded.  About  eleven  o'clock,  Gen- 
eral Brown  being  in  front,  and  General  Bate  on 
my  right,  the  whole  division  advanced  under  a 
most  terrible  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  the 
enemy's  artillery,  before  which  several  most 
gallant  officers  fell  bravely  leading  their  men, 
among  whom  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the 
name  of  the  chivalrous  and  accomplished  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel R.  F.  Juge,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regiment.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
brigade  pressed  forward  through  a  narrow  corn 
field  to  the  first  pieces  of  artillery  by  the  road- 
side, when  two  other  batteries,  one  in  front  and 
one  upon  the  right,  assisted  by  small  arms,  began 
a  most  murderous  fire,  before  which  all  were  com- 
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pelled  to  retire.  I  was  myself  struck  by  a  grape- 
shot,  and  compelled  to  dismount  for  a  short 
time.  The  Thirty-eighth  .Alabama  regiment, 
scarcely  breaking  its  line,  fell  back  only  a  short 
distance.  The  other  regiments  promptly  re- 
formed near  the  position  originally  occupied  by 
them,  and  moved  forward  to  rejoin  it.  General 
Brown's  brigade  was  re-formed  by  Colonel  Cook 
(General  B.  having  been  wounded)  on  my  left, 
and  General  Bate's  brigade  upon  my  right.  My 
own  and  General  Brown's  brigade  soon  moved 
forward  again  to  the  road,  and  then  to  the  right, 
towards  the  enemy,  who  were  ascertained  to  be 
there  in  strong  position.  General  Bate  was 
formed  in  my  rear,  and  in  this  position  the  com- 
mand remained  until  about  five  o'clock  p.  M., 
when  I  again  moved  my  brigade  forward.  Soon 
coming  upon  the  enemy  behind  breastworks, 
they  were  gallantly  charged  by  my  whole  line 
with  great  spirit,  the  enemy  fleeing  in  wild  dis- 
order across  a  large  open  field,  upon  the  edge 
of  which  I  ordered  a  halt,  and  the  brigade  con- 
tinued to  fire  as  long  as  the  enemy  could  be 
seen.  Many  taking  refuge  in  and  around  a  hos- 
pital (Kelly's  house),  I  sent  forward,  first,  the 
Thirty-eighth,  and  afterwards  the  Eighteenth 
Alabama  regiments,  which,  together,  captured 
three  hundred  prisoners,  besides  near  the  same 
number  of  wounded. 

Thus  terminated  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  I  have  omitted 
to  say  anything  about  the  battery,  because  it 
was  under  the  Chief  of  Artillery  for  the  division, 
except  a  short  time,  during  which  I  had  no  op- 
portunity of  using  it.  I  suppose  the  report  in 
regard  to  it  will  more  properly  be  made  through 
the  Chief  of  Artillery. 

The  brigade  went  into  action  on  the  nine- 
teenth with  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
total  effective,  and  ninety-four  officers.  It  lost 
in  the  two  days,  twelve  officers  killed  dead 
upon  the  field,  and  eighty-nine  men.  Thirty 
have  since  died.  Thirty-four  officers  and  four 
hundred  and  forty-nine  men  were  wounded  and 
fifteen  missing,  making  the  aggregate,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine.  This  does  not  include  many  who  were 
slightly  wounded  and  did  not  leave  the  field. 
The  brigade  captured  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  prisoners,  besides 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded  and  in 
hospital.  It  collected  twelve  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  muskets  and  rifles,  six  hundred  and  forty 
sets  of  accoutrements  and  twenty  thousand 
cartridges.  The  greater  portion  of  the  guns 
and  ammunition  were  carried  off  the  field  by 
my  own  ordnance  wagons.  I  claim  for  my  bri- 
gade that  it  was  the  first  and  the  last  in  the 
division  to  encounter  the  enemy ;  the  first  in 
the  army  to  pierce  the  enemy's  centre  and  cross 
the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was"  done  on  Sat- 
urday evening  near  Brotherton's  house.  I  con- 
clude this  report  by  tendering  my  cordial 
thanks  to,  and  testifying  in  behalf  of,  the  gal- 
lant men  composing  this  brigade,  in  all  whose 
ranks  there  appeared  not  a  single  coward,  and 


to  the  officers,  worthy  of  such  men,  leading 
them  in  every  charge.  My  thanks  are  partic- 
ularly due  to  Captain  J.  M.  Macon,  A.  A.  G., 
Lieutenant  J.  Vidence,  Assistant  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, and  Lieutenant  W.  N.  Knight,  Aid-de- 
Camp,  who  rendered  me  prompt  and  valuable 
services  throughout  the  whole  engagement, 
never  once  shrinking  from  their  duty.  To  the 
commanders  of  regiments.  I  also  make  my 
acknowledgments  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  directed  and  kept  their  commands 
together,  the  most  difficult  of  all  duties  upon 
the  field.  I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  Major- 
General  Stewart,  who  was  everywhere  and 
under  all  circumstances  present  with  his  com- 
mand. To  the  gallant  dead,  a  contemplation  of 
whom  saddens  our  hearts,  we  give  our  tears 
and  a  hearty  "  well  done !"  May  the  God  of 
battles  give  us  courage  to  emulate  their  heroic 
examples,  and,  when  the  time  shall  come,  bravely 
to  share  their  fate. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
H.  D.  CLAYTON, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  W.  B.  BATE. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATE'S  BRIGADE,  STEWART'S  DIVISION,  \ 
IN  FRONT  OF  CHATTANOOGA,  October  9,  1863.     j 

Major  R.  A.  Hatcher,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  participation  had  by  my 
brigade  in  the  late  three  days'  battle  of  the 
Chickamauga,  comprising  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  ultimo : 

Having  been  ordered  to  advance,  take  posses- 
sion of  and  hold  Thedford's  Ford,  but  not  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  unless  indis- 
pensable to  the  accomplishment  of  these  ob- 
jects, I  moved  my  command  at  once,  at  a 
double-quick,  and  occupied  a  wooded  eminence 
commanding  it,  and  placed  my  battery,  the 
Eufala  light  artillery,  on  a  cleared  hill  to  the 
front  and  left,  which  overlooked  the  enemy,  and 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  his  position. 
The  attack,  in  which  the  Fourth  Georgia  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  Major  Caswell,  and  my 
artillery  alone  were  engaged,  was  brisk  and 
spirited.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  entire 
brigade  was  subjected  to  a  severe  shelling  from 
the  enemy  just  above  Alexander's  Bridge,  and 
across  the  Chickamauga,  by  which  one  man  was 
killed  and  five  or  six  wounded.  After  a  few 
well-directed  shots  from  my  battery,  which  Cap- 
tain Oliver  placed  promptly  in  position,  the 
enemy  gave  way.  This  was  the  opening  fight 
of  the  battle  of  the  Chickamauga.  We  bivou- 
acked near  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  command- 
ing the  two  fords — Thedford's  and  the  Bend 
Ford — where  I  crossed  my  command  next  morn- 
ing at  an  early  hour,  and  formed  line  of  battle 
in  rear  of  Brigadier-Generals  Brown's  and  Clay- 
ton's brigades,  the  whole  under  commai.d  of 
Major-General  Stewart.  We  moved  in  this 
order,  bearing  to  the  right,  through  a  corn  field 
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and  woodland  nearly  two  miles,  at  which  point 
we  were  halted  for  some  hours.  Here  my  artil- 
lery was  put  forward  to  develop  the  enemy's 
position  ;  which  it  did,  drawing  shell  and  round 
shot  upon  our  lines,  wounding  three  or  four  of 
my  men.  We  were  moved  hence  by  the  right 
flank  near  a  point  where  heavy  volleys  of  mus- 
ketry were  heard,  and  thence  by  the  left  flank 
in  line  of  battle,  some  three  or  four  hundred 
yards,  and  halted  in  the  same  relative  position 
we  had  occupied  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day,  mine  being  the  rear  line  of  battle.  At 
three  o'clock  p.  M.,  Brigadier-Generals  Clayton's 
and  Brown's  brigades  successively  engaged  the 
enemy.  In  about  thirty  minutes  I  was  ordered 
by  Major-General  Stewart  to  advance — General 
Clayton  having  withdrawn  and  Brown  also 
passed  to  the  rear.  My  line  of  battle  was  or- 
ganized by  placing  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters (Fourth  Georgia)  on  the  right,  and  in 
succession  from  that  wing  was  the  Twentieth 
Tennessee,  Colonel  T.  B.  Smith  ;  Thirty-seventh 
Georgia,  Colonel  A.  T.  Rudler;  Fifty-eighth 
Alabama,  Colonel  Bush.  Jones,  and  Fifteenth 
and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee,  Colonel  R.  C.  Tyler, 
constituting  the  supporting  line.  I  had  thrown 
out  no  skirmishers.  The  whole  command  moved 
forward  with  spirit  and  zeal,  engaging  the  enemy 
hotly  before  it  had  proceeded  two  hundred 
yards — his  line  extending  in  front  and  to  the 
right  and  left  of  us.  A  battery  in  front  of  my 
extreme  right  played  constantly  and  with  terri- 
ble effect  upon  that  wing,  until  my  right  pressed 
within  less  than  fifty  paces  of  it,  when  it  was 
rapidly  removed  to  prevent  capture.  Another 
revealed  its  hydra-head  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  this,  supported  by  a  second  line,  hurling  its 
death-dealing  missiles  more  destructively,  if 
possible,  upon  our  still  advancing  but  already 
thinned  ranks.  Having  driven  the  first  line 
back  upon  its  support,  a  fresh  battery  and  infan- 
try were  brought  to  play  upon  my  right,  which, 
by  its  advanced  position  had  become  subject  to 
an  enfiladed  fire,  gave  way,  but  uot  until  Major 
Caswell,  Colonel  Smith  and  Colonel  Rudler,  the 
three  officers  commanding  respectively  the  three 
right  battalions,  were  wounded,  and  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  their  numbers  killed 
and  wounded.  When  the  right  gave  way  the 
enemy  sought  to  follow  it  up,  and  pressed  his 
sharpshooters  beyond  the  right  flank,  who,  find- 
ing it  well  aligned  and  in  the  attitude  of  resist 
ance,  precipitated  themselves  back  and  out  of 
reach.  The  men  were  easily  rallied,  and  promptly 
re-formed  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the 
point  to  which  they  had  advanced.  In  this 
dash  the  enemy  captured  one  of  my  pieces  and 
one  of  my  couriers.  It  needed,  however,  but  a 
moment  to  retake  the  piece,  which  was  hand- 
somely done.  In  this  contest  my  right  retook 
the  battle-flag  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, General  Wright's  brigade,  which  but  a 
moment  before  had  been  wrested  from  them  by 
superior  numbers  and  the  flank  movements  of 
the  enemy.  I  was  rejoiced  to  deprive  him  of 
this  trophy,  so  recently  won,  and  return  it  to  its 


gallant  owners,  hallowed  as  it  is  by  its  baptism 
in  the  blood  of  Shiloh,  Perryville  and  Murfrees- 
boro.  My  left,  in  the  meantime,  composed  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Alabama,  Colonel  Jones,  and 
Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  regi- 
ments (consolidated),  Colonel  Tyler,  not  being 
so  much  harassed  by  the  enfilade  fire  from  the 
right,  pressed  steadily  forward  in  fine  order, 
driving  the  enemy,  who  contested  every 
inch  of  gKOund  with  dogged  and  persistent  ob- 
stinacy until  forced  beyond  the  Chattanooga 
road  and  several  hundred  yards  back  into  the 
wood,  thus  deranging  his  compact  lines  and 
breaking  his  centre.  In  this  charge  Colonel 
Tyler  captured  three  guns ;  and  Colonel  Jones 
participated  with  the  Thirty-eighth  Alabama, 
Colonel  Woodruff,  in  the  capture  of  three ;  for 
the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  to  their  reports. 
It  being  nearly  night,  and  having  advanced  so 
far  beyond  the  enemy's  lines  as  to  make  them 
liable  to  a  flank  movement,  they  returned  from 
further  pursuit  to  the  point  on  the  battle-field 
to  which  I  had  ordered  the  Eufala  light  artillery, 
and  where  General  Clayton  and  I  were  re-form- 
ing our  shattered  commands — Colonel  Tyler 
bringing  with  him  his  captured  guns,  and  Col- 
onel Jones  in  such  fine  order  as  to  elicit  my 
public  commendation.  Owing  to  a  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  our  right,  the  front  of  General 
Clayton's  command  was  changed  by  Major-Gen- 
eral Stewart  to  meet  an  expected  attack  from 
that  source,  and  my  line  was  left  fronting  the 
Chattanooga  road.  General  Brown's  command 
subsequently  intervened.  Thus  we  bivouacked 
for  the  night  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  envel- 
oped by  the  smoke  of  battle  and  surrounded  by 
the  dead  of  friend  and  foe. 

Sunday  morning  found  us  in  the  line  assumed 
the  night  previous,  and,  under  the  order  of 
Major-General  Stewart,  I  moved  my  command 
by  the  right  flank  five  or  six  hundred  yards, 
and  took  position  forward  and  on  the  right  of 
General  Brown's  brigade,  but  in  forming  the 
line  was  compelled  to  retire  the  right  to  an 
angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees  on  account  of 
the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  located  to  my  right 
oblique.  Caswell's  battalion  of  sharpshooters, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Joel  Towers, 
Captain  Benjamin  Turner  having  been  danger- 
ously wounded  the  evening  before,  was  thrown 
forward  and  deployed  at  right  angles  with  my 
right,  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  previous  evening,  to  turn  that  flank, 
to  which  we  were  liable,  there  being  at  that 
time  no  force  sufficiently  near  to  intervene. 
Having  assumed  this  line  of  battle,  I  had  a  tem- 
porary barricade  of  logs  hastily  constructed, 
which  gave  partial  protection  against  the  shower 
of  grape,  canister  and  shell  which  continuously 
and  most  angrily  saluted  us.  During  the  time 
that  we  were  subjected  to  this  ordeal  several 
men  and  officers  were  killed  and  wounded,  yet  no 
restiveness  or  other  evidence  of  dernorilization 
was  manifested. 

At  about  nine  A.  M.,  the  brigade  of  General 
Deshler  was  placed  upon  my  right,  prolonging 
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the  line,  and  observing  the  same  inclination  to 
the  rear.  Soon  thereafter,  I  received  notice  that 
General  Wood's  brigade  was  in  my  front,  and 
that  the  general  movement  would  be  a  succes- 
sive one,  by  brigades,  commencing  on  the  right, 
and  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Stewart  to 
follow  up  the  movement  of  General  Deshler. 
After  waiting,  under  a  severe  and  incessant  fire 
of  artillery,  until  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  I 
communicated  to  General  Stewart  thai?  no  move- 
ment on  my  right  had  taken  place  ;  that  General 
Deshler  had  been  killed,  and  I  desired  to  know  if 
I  should  longer  remain  inactive.  About  this 
this  time  there  was  firing  in  my  front,  and  soon 
thereafter  General  Wood's  command  came  back, 
passing  over  my  line.  I  was  then  ordered  by 
Major-General  Stewart  to  advance  and  attack. 
My  command  received  the  order  with  a  shout, 
and  moved  upon  the  foe  at  a  rapid  gait.  The 
battalion  of  sharpshooters  was  ordered  to  main- 
tain its  position  at  right  angles  to  the  line,  and 
check,  if  possible,  if  not  to  delay,  any  movement 
in  that  direction,  giving  the  earliest  notice  of 
the  same.  My  right,  as  upon  the  evening  pre- 
vious, became  hotly  engaged  almost  the  instant 
it  assumed  the  offensive.  It  was  subject  to  a 
most  galling  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from 
my  right  oblique  and  front,  cutting  down 
with  great  fatality  the  Twentieth  Tennessee 
and  Thirty-seventh  Georgia  at  every  step,  until 
they  drove  the  enemy  behind  his  defences, 
from  which,  without  support,  either  of  artillery 
or  infantry,  they  were  unable  to  dislodge  him. 
General  Deshler's  brigade  not  having  advanced, 
I  called  on  Major  General  Cleburne,  who  was 
near  my  right  and  rear,  for  assistance  ;  but 
he  having  none  at  his  disposal  which  could 
be  spared,  I  was  compelled  to  retire  that 
wing  of  my  brigade,  or  sacrifice  it  in  uselessly 
fighting  thrice  its  numbers,  with  the  advantage 
of  the  hill  and  breastworks  against  it.  I  did  so 
in  good  order,  and  without  indecent  haste,  and 
aligned  it  first,  in  front  and  then  placed  it  in  rear 
of  our  flimsy  defenses.  My  left,  the  Fifty-eighth 
Alabama,  and  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Frazier,  Colonel  Tyler  having  been 
wounded,  being  further  from  the  enemy's  line 
than  my  right,  did  not  so  soon  become  engaged, 
neither  at  this  time  subject  to  so  severe  a  cross- 
fire, proceeded  steadily  on  and  drove  the  enemy 
behind  his  works,  which  had  been  constructed 
the  night  previous,  on  the  very  spot  we  had 
driven  them  from,  and  maintained  their  position 
with  a  dogged  tenacity  until  the  Twentieth 
Tennessee  and  Thirty-seventh  Georgia  were  put 
in  position  behind  the  barricade,  and  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters  drawn  in.  The  artil- 
lery of  the  enemy  had  ceased  to  play  upon  us, 
except  at  slow  intervals,  and  a  part  of  their 
(Tyler  and  Jones)  commands  having  already  re- 
turned, I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Blanchard,  of 
my  staff,  to  ascertain  their  situation,  who  re- 
ported that  he  met  them  returning  with  the  bal- 
ance of  their  commands  in  good  order.  I  placed 
them  in  position  and  awaited  orders.  I  am  un- 


able to  give  as  accurate  an  account  of  my  left  as 
of  my  right,  for  the  reason  that  the  right  be- 
came first  engaged,  and  the  commanders  of  the 
three  right  battalions  having  been  wounded  the 
evening  previous,  devolving  the  command  on 
junior  officers,  I  felt  that  my  personal  services 
were  most  needed  there,  which  prevented  my 
witnessing,  so  as  to  give  in  detail,  the  incidents 
connected  with  that  portion  of  the  field.  I 
found,  however,  their  dead  in  the  breastworks 
of  the  enemy,  which  is  the  highest  evidence 
that  can  be  afforded  of  what  they  did.  In  this 
fight,  my  command  lost  thirty  per  cent,  killed 
and  wounded,  in  addition  to  the  heavy  loss  of 
the  evening  before.  After  a  short  respite,  Ma- 
jor-General Stewart  ordered  my  command  (which 
stiU  held  its  position  in  the  front  line)  to  the 
left,  where  it  would  be  more  secure  from  the 
artillery  missiles  of  the  enemy  on  my  right. 
Here  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  M.,  when  I 
was  orderd  to  form  in  the  rear  of  General  Clay- 
ton, and  join  him  in  taking  the  batteries  and 
breastworks  on  our  right,  from  which  we  bad 
suffered  so  heavily  during  the  day.  I  changed 
front  forward  on  my  right  battalion,  and,  to- 
gether with  General  Clayton's  brigade,  soon 
were  over  the  fortifications,  driving  the  enemy 
in  confusion  and  capturing  a  number  of  prison- 
ers. In  this  charge,  Captain  Tankersly  com- 
manded the  Fifteenth  and  Thirty-seventh  Ten- 
nessee, Lieutenant-Colonel  Frazier  having  been 
wounded.  The  Eufala  light  artillery,  Captain 
Oliver  had  kept  close  to  my  infantry,  notwith- 
standing the  obstruction  of  a  dense  wood  ;  took 
position  inside  the  fortifications,  and  opened  a 
rapid  and  destructive  fire  upon  the  retreating 
foe  until  the  curtain  of  night  closed  upon  the 
the  scene.  I  claim  for  this  battery  the  honor  of 
opening  on  Friday  evening,  and  closing  on  Sun- 
day evening,  the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

My  brigade  went  into  the  fight  with  muskets 
in  the  hands  of  one  third  of  the  men,  but  after 
the  first  charge  on  Saturday  evening,  every  man 
was  supplied  with  a  good  Enfield  rifle  and  am- 
munition to  suit,  which  was  used  with  effect  on 
their  orginal  owners  the  next  day.  The  dead 
and  wounded  of  the  enemy,  over  which  we 
passed  in  driving  them  back  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  gave  an  earnest  of  the  telling  effect 
produced  upon  them  in  both  days'  fight.  Be- 
sides arming  itself  with  Enfield  rifles,  a  detail 
from  my  command,  under  supervision  of  my 
ordnance  officer,  James  E.  Rice,  gathered  upon 
the  field  and  conveyed  to  the  ordnance  train 
about  two  thousand  efficient  guns.  The  pieces 
captured  by  Colonel  Tyler,  and  those  in  Avhich 
Colonel  Jones  participated  in  the  capture,  were 
taken  to  the  rear  and  turned  over  to  proper 
officers. 

My  command  entered  the  fight,  Friday  even- 
ing, with  one  thousand  and  fifty-five  guns,  thirty 
provost  guard,  and  a  fair  complement  of  offi- 
cers, out  of  which  number  it  lost  seven  officers 
and  fifty-nine  men  killed,  and  five  hundred  and 
forty-one  wounded,  sixty-one  of  whom  were 
officers,  making  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  seven. 
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It  is  seen  that  every  field  officer  in  the  brigade, 
excepting  three,  were  wounded.  For  further  par- 
ticulars, allow  me  to  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  commanders  of  battalions  and  the 
battery,  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  noticing 
the  distinguished  services  rendered,  unworthy 
as  the  tribute  may  be,  by  my  field  officers,  Col- 
onels Tyler,  Smith,  Rudler,  and  Jones,  Lieuten- 
antrColonels  Smith,  Myer,  and  Frazier,  and  Ma- 
jors Wall,  Kendrick,  Shye,  and  Thornton;  to 
each  of  whom  is  due  the  highest  meed  of  praise. 
It  would  be  invidious  to  make  distinctions  when 
each  has  played  his  part  so  well.  Colonels  Rud- 
ler and  Smith  and  Major  Caswell  were  painfully 
(the  last  two  seriously)  wounded,  at  the  head 
of  their  respective  commands,  early  in  the  en- 
gagement of  Saturday,  and  compelled  to  retire 
from  the  field,  thus  devolving  the  command  of 
the  Twentieth  Tennessee  on  Major  Shye  ;  the 
Thirty-seventh  Georgia  on  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith,  and  battalion  of  sharpshooters  on  Lieu- 
tenant Towers,  fach  of  whom  did  his  duty  gal- 
lantly and  nobly  throughout  the  conflict.  Col- 
onel Tyler,  Lieutenant  Colonels  Myer  and  Fra- 
zier, Majors  Wall,  Kendrick,  and  Thornton,  were 
wounded,  from  which  they  suffered  considerably 
(the  last  named  officer  prostrated  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  shell),  but  still  remained  at  the  post 
of  duty,  bearing  themselves  with  distinguished 
gallantry. 

To  each  of  my  staff,  Major  Winchester  (who, 
notwithstanding  his  leg  was  badly  hurt  from 
the  fall  of  his  horse  when  shot  Friday  evening, 
continued  in  the  field  until  the  close  of  the 
fight),  Lieutenants  Blanchard  and  Bate,  I  am  in- 
debted for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  prompt 
execution  of  my  orders,  notwithstanding  each 
was  unhorsed  by  shots  from  the  enemy.  Also, 
to  James  E.  Rice,  Brigade  Ordnance  Officer,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  prompt  discharge  of  his 
duties  ;  but  to  none  are  my  thanks  more  signally 
due,  or  more  cordially  awarded,  than  to  my  gal- 
lant young  Adjutant,  Captain  W.  C.  Yancey,  who 
while  cheering  and  encouraging  my  right  wing, 
in  its  desperate  charge  on  Sunday,  received  a 
fearful  wound,  shattering  his  foot,  and  compelling 
him  to  retire  from  the  field.  I  take  pleasure, 
also,  in  adding  my  testimony,  humble  as  it  may 
be,  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  two  gal- 
lant brigades  of  Stewart's  division,  General 
Clayton's  and  Brown's,  in  every  discharge  in 
which  it  was  the  fortune  of  my  command  to 
engage. 

Major-General  Stewart  will  accept  my  thanks, 
as  a  soldier's  tribute,  for  his  polite  and  genial 
bearing,  and  personal  assistance  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  the  time  when  I  felt  I  much  needed 
it.  While  I  recount  the  services  of  the  living,  I 
cannot  pass  unremembered  the  heroic  head ;  the 
cypress  must  be  interwoven  with  the  laurel. 
The  bloody  field  attested  the  sacrifice  of  many  a 
noble  -spirit  in  the  fierce  struggle — the  private 
soldier  vieing  with  the  officer  in  deeds  of  high 
daring  and  distinguished  courage.  While  the 
"  River  of  Death"  shall  float  its  sluggish  current  to 


the  beautiful  Tennessee,  and  the  night  wind 
chant  its  solemn  dirges  over  their  soldier-graves, 
their  names,  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  their 
countrymen,  will  be  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance as  the  champions  and  defenders  of  their 
country,  who  had  sealed  their  devotion  with 
their  blood,  on  one  of  the  most  glorious  battle- 
fields of  our  revolution. 

I  am,  Major,  most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  B.  BATE, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  C.  BROWN. 

HEADQUARTERS  BROWN'S  BRIGADE,     \ 
BEFORE  CHATTANOOGA,  October  13,  1863.  J 

Major  R,  A.  Hatcher,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Stewart's  Division : 

MAJOR  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  as  a  report  of  the  part  performed  by 
my  command  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September, 
1863: 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth  Ten- 
nessee, Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer ;  Forty-fifth  Tennes- 
see, Colonel  A.  Searcy  ;  Thirty-second  Tennessee, 
Colonel  Edward  C.  Cook ;  Newman's  battalion, 
Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman,  and  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Tennessee,  Colonel  John  M.  Lillard,  form- 
ing line  from  right  to  left  in  the  order  stated, 
numbering  twelve  hundred  effective  men.  On 
the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  Dawson's  battery 
of  Georgia  light  artillery,  four  pieces,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Anderson,  also 
reported  to  me. 

At  early  dawn  of  the  nineteenth,  I  crossed  the 
Chickamauga  at  Ledford's  Ford,  and  formed  in 
rear  of  Brigadier-General  Clayton,  six  hundred 
yards  from  that  stream,  Bate  forming  soon  after 
in  my  rear.  A  little  after  sunrise  we  moved  to 
the  front  in  that  order,  swinging  the  right  a 
little  forward,  until  we  came  up  with  the 
division  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  John- 
son, and  formed  on  its  left.  About  eleven  o'clock, 
we  moved  by  the  right  flank  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear  of  Johnson's  division,  and 
soon  afterwards  eight  hundred  yards  further, 
halting  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  of  Cheat- 
ham's  division,  which  was  then  hotly  engaged. 
His  left  brigade,  being  numerically  overpowered 
and  repulsed,  was  relieved  by  Brigadier-General 
Clayton,  immediately  in  my  front.  I  followed 
this  movement  closely,  being  so  near  to  Clayton's 
line  that  many  of  my  command  were  wounded 
and  a  few  killed  before  I  could  return  the  fire. 
The  front  line  advanced  but  little  under  the 
combined  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  small 
arms,  until  General  Clayton  reported  his-  ammu- 
nition exhausted. 

At  about  two  P.  M.,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  in  person  from  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, I  relieved  him,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  in  an  unbroken  forest,  rendered  the  more 
difficult  of  passage  by  the  dense  under-growth 
which  for  more  than  two  hundred  yards  ex- 
tended along  my  entire  line.  And  difficulties 
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were  still  further  enhanced  by  the  smoke  of 
battle,  and  the  burning  of  the  woods  rendered 
it  impossible  to  distinguish  objects  twenty  paces 
in  advance.  My  skirmishers  encountering  the 
enemy  at  an  hundred  yards  or  less,  I  pushed 
rapidly  upon  his  lines,  under  a  most  terrific  fire 
from  ah1  arms.  There  was  no  position  from  which 
my  artillery  could  be  served  with  advantage 
against  the  enemy,  while  two  of  his  batteries 
immediately  in  my  front,  and  one  almost  on  my 
right  flank,  filled  the  air  with  grape,  canister, 
shells  and  solid  shot ;  while  volley  after  volley 
of  musketry,  in  quick  succession,  swept  my  men 
by  scores  at  every  discharge.  For  four  hundred 
yards,  however,  my  line  steadily  advanced  with- 
out faltering  at  any  point  until  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  beyond  the  tangled  under-growth  and 
his  first  line  completely  routed.  A  stubborn  resist- 
ance from  the  second  line,  supported  by  artillery, 
posted  upon  a  slight  acclivity  in  our  front,  and 
pouring  showers  of  canister  upon  us  for  a  few 
minutes,  checked  our  progress,  but  again  we  ad- 
vanced, driving  back  his  second  line  up  to  and 
beyond  the  summit  of  the  ridge,  until  my  right 
rested  upon  and  my  centre  and  left  had  passed 
the  crest.  Unfortunately,  however,  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  the  rout  of  the  second  line  was  about 
being  made  as  complete  as  the  disaster  to  the 
first  a  few  minutes  previous,  a  force  of  the  enemy 
appeared  upon  my  right  flank,  and  had  well  nigh 
turned  it,  compelling  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty- 
fifth  Tennessee  regiment  to  retire  rapidly  and  in 
some  confusion  under  a  heavy  enfilading  fire. 
This  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of  the  centre 
and  left,  there  being  no  support  upon  my  right 
for  a  mile  and  none  in  my  rear  nearer  than  six 
hundred  yards,  and  which  was  then  not  in  mo- 
tion. 

Before  reaching  the  summit  of  the  rid^e,  many 
of  the  best  and  bravest  officers  of  my  command 
had  been  stricken  down.  Among  these  may  be 
named  Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer,  severely  wounded ; 
Colonel  John  M.  Lillard,  mortally  wounded ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Butler,  slightly  wounded ;  Major 
Joyner  and  Major  Tazewell  W.  Newman,  severely 
wounded,  besides  many  line  officers,  whose  ser- 
vices were  almost  indispensable  to  their  com- 
mands. 

Soon  after  passing  the  dense  under-growth 
mentioned  above,  we  killed  the  horses  and  drove 
the  gunners  from  five  field  pieces,  three  upon  the 
right  and  two  in  the  centre.  The  command  passed 
them,  but  the  men  were  not  permitted  to  fall  out 
of  ranks  to  remove  them.  Lieutenant  Anderson, 
of  Dawson's  battery,  removed  three  of  them  (six- 
pounder  rifle  brass  pieces)  to  the  rear,  and  the 
other  two  were  removed  by  persons  unknown. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  Thirty-second  Tennessee, 
in  the  centre,  just  before  being  withdrawn,  and 
while  a  little  beyond  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
drove  the  enemy  from  two  other  field  pieces 
and  silenced  their  fire,  but  did  not  'reach  them  ; 
while  the  left  (Twenty-sixth  Tennessee)  drove 
him  from  a  battery  of  the  second  line,  but  was 
retired  before  reaching  it.  In  this  action  Games' 
battery  of  light  artillery,  of  Wright's  brigade, 


which  had  an  hour  or  two  previous  been  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  was  re-taken  by  my  com- 
mand. 

Brigadier-General  Bate  relieved  me  about 

p.  M.,  and  I  rapidly  re-formed  and  replenished  my 
ammunition  in  his  rear,  and,  when  ready  again 
to  move  forward,  a  staff  officer  announced  that 
the  enemy  had  penetrated  between  Bate's  -left 
and  Johnson's  right,  and  that  his  skirmishers 
were  moving  upon  my  flank.  I  immediately 
changed  the  direction  of  my  line  at  a  double- 
quick,  first  sending  forward  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers. But  finding  that  the  enemy  had  either 
retreated  or  that  the  alarm  was  a  false  one,  I 
reported  the  fact  to  the  Major-General  com- 
manding, and,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
moved  again  to  the  front  and,  passing  the  com- 
mands of  Bate  and  Clayton,  formed  in  line  be- 
yond their  left  flank,  almost  upon  the  precise 
ground  to  which  I  had  previously  pursued  the 
enemy.  Having  placed  my  artillery  in  position 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  Major-Gen eral 
Stewart,  and  protected  my  froitf  with  skirmish- 
ers, I  was  directed  to  remain  and  nold  the  position 
during  the  night.  The  enemy  was  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  yards  dis- 
tant in  my  front,  but  did  not  advance,  and,  save 
an  occasional  shot  on  the  picket  line  and  a  few 
shells  about  nightfall,  there  was  no  firing  during 
that  night. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  (the 
twentieth),  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Ma- 
jor-General commanding,  I  moved  by  the  right 
flank  five  hundred  paces,  inclining  a  little  to  the 
rear,  so  as  to  keep  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  In  a 
few  moments  the  skirmishers  encountered  a 
sharp  fire  from  the  enemy  and  were  rapidly 
driven  in  on  the  right,  six  or  eight  of  them  be- 
ing shot  down.  They  were  immediately  rein- 
forced, pushed  cautiously  forward,  under  such 
shelter  as  the  ground  and  timber  afforded,  to  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ;  but  so 
near  was  the  enemy  that  they  could  not  be  ad- 
vanced further  without  provoking  an  engage- 
ment, which  I  had  been  cautioned  to  avoid  until 
our  line  could  be  established.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Bate  formed  on  my  right,  but  at  an  angle 
with  my  line,  his  right  retired.  In  a  short  time 
afterward  Brigadier-General  Wood,  of  Cleburne's 
division,  formed  on  my  right,  a  little  in  front  of 
Bate.  We  erected  temporary  defences  of  logs, 
rocks,  brush,  and  such  other  materials  as  could 
be  hastily  collected. 

At  about  half-past  ten  A.  M.,  the  enemy  com- 
menced shelling  us  from  two  positions,  one  im- 
mediately in  my  front,  about  four  hundred  yards 
distant,  and  the  other  more  to  my  right,  doing 
but  little  damage. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, I  moved  in  line  to  the  front,  preceded  by 
my  skirmishers,  who,  soon  driving  in  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  rallied  upon  the  command.  We 
moved  at  double-quick  nearly  three  hundred 
yards  through  an  open  wood,  the  enemy  retiring 
before  us,  when  the  brigade  on  my  right  broke 
in  confusion.  My  line  still  advanced  fifty  or 
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seventy-five  yards  further,  and  to  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  enemy's  battery  and  line  of  defences, 
when  the  right,  wholly  unsupported  and  receiv- 
ing a  terrible  cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
upon  its  flanks,  broke  and  retired  in  disorder  to 
our  temporary  defences.  I  found  all  efforts  to 
rally  the  Eighteenth  and  Fort}r-fifth  Tennessee, 
short  of  the  defences,  in  vain  and,  indeed,  im- 
practicable, under  the  storm  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter which  prevailed  upon  every  part  of  the  field 
over  which  these  two  regiments  passed.  The 
centre  and  left  continued  steadily  to  advance 
until  they  crossed  the  Chattanooga  road  two  or 
three  hundred  yards,  and  passed  the  battery  in 
our  front,  but  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Tennessee  regiment.  But  being  unsup- 
ported on  the  right,  in  consequence  of  the  retreat 
of  the  Eighteenth  and  Forty-fifth  Tennessee  regi- 
ments, it  became  necessary  to  retire  the  remain- 
der of  the  line,  because  to  have  advanced  further 
would  have  exposed  it  to  the  hazard  of  being 
cut  off,  while  to  have  remained  stationary,  with- 
out shelter  and  under  fire  from  a  protected  foe, 
would  have  sacrificed  the  men  without  obtain- 
ing any  compensating  advantage.  I  therefore 
ordered  it  to  retire,  which  it  accomplished  in 
comparatively  good  order,  to  the  original  line. 
While  re-forming  my  line,  I  received  a  slight 
wound,  which  disabled  me  from  duty  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  I  refer  to  the  report 
of  Colonel  Cook,  upon  whom  the  command  de- 
volved, for  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  in  the 
evening. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  mention  the 
distinguished  valor  exhibited  by  many  officers 
and  men  throughout  the  action ;  but  the  limits 
of  this  report  will  not  permit  it,  and,  by  impli- 
cation, injustice  might  be  done  to  others  not 
named.  With  but  few  individual  exceptions, 
the  whole  command  did  credit  to  the  noble 
State  which  sent  it  into  the  field,  and  added 
new  lustre  to  the  cause  for  which  it  fought. 

To  the  regimental  commanders,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hall,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  and  Major 
McGuire,  of  the  Thirty-second,  who  respectively 
commanded  the  skirmishers,  I  cheerfully  accord 
the  highest  meed  of  praise  for  bravery  and  skill. 
In  the  death  of  Colonel  Lillard,  the  country  lost 
one  of  her  best  men  and  bravest  soldiers,  and 
his  command  an  officer  whose  place  cannot  be 
supplied.  I  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  Colonel 
Palmer's  services  in  the  field,  for  with  him  on 
the  right,  the  gallant  Cook  in  the  centre,  and 
the  brave  Lillard  on  the  left,  I  felt  the  utmost 
confidence  in  the  unvarying  steadiness  of  my 
line. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
reports  of  my  regimental  commanders  (marked 
A,  B,  C,  D  arid  E)  for  detailed  accounts  of  the 
part  borne  by  those  several  commands. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  members  of  my  staff,  Captain  H.  J. 
Cherry,  A.  A.  G..  Captain  Gid.  H.  Low,  A.  A.,  In- 
spector-General, arid  lieutenant  James  T.  Brown, 
A.  D.  C.,  for  the  services  rendered  by  them 
during  the  entire  engagement.  More  gallant 
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men  could  not  be  found.  They  discharged  thcii 
several  duties  with  a  degree  of  fidelity  and 
intrepidity  which  mere  language  cannot  reward. 
Major  B.  P.  Roy,  A.  Q.  M.  General,  Major  B.  F. 
Carter,  A.  C.  S.,  Dr.  James  F.  Grant,  brigade 
surgeon,  and.  Lieutenant  Mark  S.  Cockrille, 
ordnance  officer,  performed  their  several  duties 
with  an  efficiency  and  zeal  deserving  the  highest 
praise.  I  am  also  indebted  to  George  B.  McCal- 
lum  and  M.  A.  Carter,  acting  staff  officers,  for 
valuable  and  efficient  assistance  on  the  field 
throughout  the  battle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Major, 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  C.  BROWN, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  B.  G.  HUMPHREYS. 

HEADQUARTERS  BRIGADE,  \ 
NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN.,  Oct.  8, 1863.  j 

Major  J.  M.  G-oggin,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  action  of  the 
twentieth  of  September : 

The  brigade  arrived  on  the  battle-field,  at 
Alexander's  Bridge,  at  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the 
twentieth,  from  Western  Virginia.  About  ten 
o'clock  General  Kershaw  ordered  me  into  line 
of  battle  on  his  left  Heavy  firing  was  heard 
in  our  front,  when  we  advanced  in  line  parallel 
to  the  Lafayette  road.  Crossing  the  road,  we 
found  the  enemy  on  a  hill  at  the  edge  of  an  old 
field.  General  Kershaw  at  once  engaged  him 
and  drove  him  from  his  position.  At  this  time 
General  Bushrod  Johnson  rode  up  to  me  and  re- 
quested me  to  move  my  brigade  to  General  Ker- 
shaw's  right,  as  the  enemy  were  massing  in  that 
direction  and  threatening  a  flank  movement.  I 
immediately  moved  to  General  Kershaw's  right, 
met  the  enemy  in  force,  drove  in  his  skirmishers 
and  found  him  intrenched  on  a  hill  with  artillery. 
After  engaging  him  and  reconoitring  his  posi- 
tion, I  found  it  impossible  to  drive  him  from  it. 
I  immediately  informed  General  Longstreet 
of  the  enemy's  position  and  strength,  and  re- 
ceived orders  from  him  to  hold  my  position  with- 
out advancing,  while  he  sent  a  division  to  attack 
him  on  the  right  and  left.  The  attack  on  my 
left  was  first  made  with  doubtful  success  ;  the 
attack  on  my  right  was  successful,  driving  the 
enemy  from  his  position  in  great  confusion.  It 
was  now  dark,  and  no  further  pursuit  was  made. 
I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  lists  of 
casualties.  The  brigade  captured  during  the 
day  over  four  hundred  prisoners,  five  stands  of 
colors,  and  twelve  hundred  small  arms. 

On  the  twenty-second,  learning  that  a  party 

of  the  enemy  was  on  the  mountain,  near  the  gap 

at  Rossville,  I  detached  thirty  men  from  the 

Eighteenth  regiment,  and  the  command  of  Cap- 

I  tain  Ratcliff,  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Otten- 

j  burg,  of  Company  K,   to    skirmish    for   them. 

1  They  succeeded  in  capturing  nine  officers  and 

one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  making  a  total 

of  prisoners  captured  by  the  brigade^  thirty- 
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seven  officers  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-five 
men. 

The  individual  cases  of  gallantry  and  darin 
among  the  officers  and  men  were  numerous,  an 
where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  unneccessary  to 
particularize.  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  paying  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the 
baring  and  dauntless  courage  of  Brigadier- 
General  Kershaw  and  his  brave  Palmetto  boys, 
who  have  so  long  and  so  often  fought  side  by 
side  with  the  Mississippi  troops.  The  gallant 
and  heroic  daring  with  which  they  met  the 
shock  of  battle,  and  irresistibly  drove  back  the 
Federal  hosts,  merits  the  highest  encomiums 
and  lasting  gratitude  of  the  army  and  the 
country.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
BENJAMIN  G.  HUMPHREYS. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  B.  KERSHAW. 

HEADQUARTERS  KERSHAW'S  BRIGADE,        ) 
NEAR  CHATTANOOGA,  October  15, 1863.  j 

Major  J.  M.  Goggin,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
MAJOR:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  own  and  Hum- 
phreys' brigade  in  the  late  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  The  mention  of  the  latter  brigade  is 
necessarily  general,  from  the  fact  that  General 
Humphreys'  report  did  not  pass  through  me, 
and,  being  on  foot  during  the  engagement,  I 
could  only  assume  a  very  general  command.  I 
respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  General 
Humphreys  for  more  particular  information 
of  his  movements. 

At  midnight,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September, 
the  last  of  my  brigade  arrived  at  the  terminus 
of  the  railroad  near  Catoosa  Station,  and  next 
morning  marched,  under  orders  from  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  to  Ringgold,  at  which  place 
the  command  united  with  that  of  Brigadier- 
General  Humphreys.  About  nightfall  orders 
were  received  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  join  General  Hood  with  the 
command.  Conducted  by  Colonel  Dillard,  we 
moved  at  once  across  Alexander's  Bridge  over 
Chickamauga  Creek,  and  bivouacked  at  one 
o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  twentieth.  At  nine  o'clock 
we  were  ordered  by  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  to  a  position  in  reserve  to  Hood's 
division«near  the  headquarters  of  the  command- 
ing General.  About  eleven  o'clock  I  was 
ordered  forward  with  the  command  to  report 
to  Major-General  Hood.  Arriving,  I  found  his 
troops  engaged  in  front,  and  a  line  of  battle  just 
going  in.  General  Hood  directed  me  to  form 
line  in  his  rear,  with  my  centre  resting  on  the 
spot  where  I  found  him,  which  I  suppose  was 
his  centre.  Forming  line,  Humphreys  on  my 
left,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  under  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  in  a  thick  wood,  I  moved  as  directed, 
to  the  front.  I  had  been  directed  to  occupy  a 
line  of  breastworks ;  but,  before  reaching  that 
point,  a  staff-officer  of  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  was  sent  to  direct  me  to  a  point 
further  in  advance.  I  crossed  the  Lafayette 


road  near  a  house,  and,  crossing  the  open 
ground,  entered  the  woods  beyond,  and  pro- 
ceeded nearly  to  what  I  understood  to  be  the 
Cove  road.  While  passing  through  the  last 
wood,  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  directed 
me  to  to  look  out  for  my  right  flank,  and  I  had 
disposed  of  Colonel  Hennagan's  Eighth  South 
Carolina,  my  right  regiment,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  cover  me  in  that  direction,  as  I  supposed. 
Having  reached  the  point  last  mentioned,  the 
firing  on  my  right  became  very  heavy,  and  a 
portion  of  General  Hood's  division  fell  back 
along  my  line.  I  changed  front  almost  per- 
pendicularly to  the  right  on  Colonel  Nance's 
Third  South  Carolina  regiment,  my  left  centre, 
which  I  had  indicated  as  the  directing  bat- 
lion.-  This  movement  had  just  been  accom- 
plished, when  an  officer  of  Brigadier-General 
Law's  staff  informed  me  of  the  unfortunate 
loss  of  Major-General  Hood,  and  suggested 
that,  as  senior  Brigadier,  I  should  assume  the 
direction  of  the  two  brigades  of  that  division 
on  my  right.  General  Bushrod  Johnson  was 
present  and  called  for  a  comparison  of  rank, 
which  seemed  to  satisfy  him.  Major  Cunning- 
ham, Assistant  Inspector-General,  General  Hood's 
staff,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  General  to  con- 
duct me,  made  the  opportune  suggestion  that 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  be  informed. 
Relieved  by  this,  I  requested  him  to  direct  Gen- 
eral Humphreys  to  move  up  and  support  me  on 
my  right,  he  having  been  thrown  in  my  rear  by 
my  change  of  front.  General  Johnson  had  un- 
dertaken to  advance  a  brigade  on  my  left.  The 
enemy  occupied  a  skirt  of  wood  on  the  far  side 
of  the  field  around  Dyer's  house ;  his  right 
extending  into  the  wood  beyond  the  field,  his 
left  crossing  the  Cove  road.  His  colors  were 
ostentatiously  displayed  along  the  lines.  The 
last  of  Hood's  division  engaged  in  my  front  had 
just  retired,  when  I  ordered  the  advance,  direct- 
ing Colonel  Hennagan  to  extend  to  the  right 
and  engage  the  enemy  in  that  direction  until 
Humphreys'  arrival,  who  was  then  in  motion. 
The  distance  across  the  field  was  about  eight 
hundred  yards,  with  a  fence  intervening  about 
one-quarter  of  the  distance.  As  soon  as  we 
crossed  the  fence  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed,  and 
moved  at  a  double-quick,  sending  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gaillard's  Second^  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, my  extreme  left,  to  gain  the  enemy's  right 
flank.  When  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy  they  broke,  and  I  opened  fire  upon  them 
along  the  whole  line,  but  pursued  them  rapidly 
over  the  first  line  of  hills  to  the  foot  of  the  sec- 
ond, when  I  halted  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artil- 
lery on  the  heights,  sheltering  the  men  as  much 
as  possible,  and  there  awaited  the  coming  of 
Humphreys  on  my  right.  The  Seventh  South 
Carolina,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland,  my  right  cen- 
tre regiment,  and  the  Fifteenth  South  Carolina, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  F.  Gist,  had  obliqued 
to  the  right.  Colonel  Hennagan  had  pursued 
the  enemy  so  far  to  the  right  that,  when  Hum- 
phreys got  up,  he  occupied  the  interval  between 
the  Fifteenth  and  Eighth  regiments.  Colonel 
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Gates,  Fifteenth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  came 
up  on  the  right  of  the  Seven.th  and  occupied 
the  line  between  that  and  the  Fifteenth,  and 
with  those  regiments  advanced  without  orders. 
I  had  sent  to  the  right  to  direct  that  I  should  be 
informed  when  Humphreys  arrived. 

Hearing  the  firing  renewed  on  my  right,  I 
advanced  the  left  wing,  Third  South  Carolina, 
James'  battalion,  and  Second  South  Carolina,  and 
gained,  in  some  points,  the  crest  of  the  hill 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  enemy's  lines.  After 
one  of  the  most  gallant  struggles  I  have  ever 
witnessed,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  Third 
South  Carolina  and  James'  battalion,  which  occu- 
pied a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
I  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  a  point  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  where  I  determined 
to  hold  the  enemy  until  reinforcements  arrived. 
The  enemy  soon  advanced,  but,  by  a  cool,  delib- 
erate fire,  was  quickly  repulsed.  General  Hum- 
phreys reported  that  he  could  make  no  further 
advance  on  account  of  the  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  to  his  right.  I  directed  him  to  make 
such  disposition  of  his  troops  as  would  cover 
my  right  flank.  About  three  o'clock  Brigadier- 
General  Anderson's  Mississippi  brigade  came  to 
my  support.  I  described  to  him  the  situation, 
and  suggested  an  attack  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  He  acquiesced  in 
my  view  and  advanced  his  left  preparatory  to 
the  movement,  covering  his  front  with  skirmish- 
ers, who  immediately  became  engaged,  and 
drove  in  those  of  the  enemy ,  but,  raising  a 
shout  along  their  lines,  they  advanced  their  line 
of  battle  at  a  charge,  driving  back  Anderson's 
brigade  in  some  confusion.  With  hearty  cheers 
the  Second  and  Third  South  Carolina  and  James' 
battalion  engaged  them  with  the  utmost  enthu- 
siasm ;  Anderson's  brigade  promptly  re-formed 
and  opened  fire.  His  reserve  regiment  came 
up,  and,  in  ten  minutes  time,  the  enemy  was 
driven  pell-mell.  The  Second  South  Carolina  and 
Anderson's  brigade  dashed  after  him  and  drove 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  Second  South  Caro- 
lina reaching  the  crest.  The  troops  to  his  left  hav- 
ing fallen  back  to  their  former  position,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gaillard  says,  in  his  report,  that  "  he 
was  obliged,  reluctantly,  to  fall  back."  This  was 
an  attack  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
line  was  at  an  oblique  angle  to  my  line.  All  of 
my  regiments,  except  the  Second,  though  not 
participating  in  the  direct  attack,  served  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  position  along  that  portion  of  the 
line,  and  were  mostly  engaged  during  the  attack. 
About  four  o'clock  Grade's  and  Kelly's  brigades 
came  up  and  reported  to  me.  I  directed  them, 
the  former  to  form  on  my  rear,  and  the  latter  to 
form  on  Gracie's  left.  General  Hindman  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  about  to  attack  on 
Anderson's  left,  well  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy,  with  two  brigades  of  infantr}^  with 
artillery.  Soon  after,  he  opened  heavily  in  that 
direction,  but  sent  me  word  the  attack  was 
likely  to  fail  unless  a  demonstration  was  made 
aloug  the  front.  I  determined  on  an  attack, 
combining  all  our  forces.  McNair's  brigade,  i 


which  had  come  up  on  my  right,  Gracie's, 
Kelly's,  Anderson's,  my  Eighth,  Fifteenth,  and 
Second  regiments  participating.  The  rest  of 
my  brigade  being,  in  whole  or  in  part,  out  of 
ammunition,  remained  in  reserve  at  their  posi- 
tion. This  was  one  of  the  heaviest  attacks  of 
the  war  on  a  single  point.  The  brigades  went 
in  in  magnificent  order  ;  General  Gracie,  under 
my  own  eye,  led  his  brigade,  now  for  the  first 
time  under  fire,  most  gallantly  and  efficiently, 
and,  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  the 
struggle  continued  with  unabated  fury.  It  ter- 
minated at  sunset — the  Second  South  Carolina 
being  among  the  last  to  retire.  At  dark  Gen- 
eral Robinson,  of  Hood's  division,  came  up  with 
his  brigade  and  picketed  to  my  front.  About 
ten  o'clock,  I  think,  he  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  had  left.  I  immediately  communicated 
the  fact  to  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding. 
In  the  morning  General  Robinson  withdrew, 
and  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard 
to  take  possession  of  the  enemy's  hospital  and 
to  picket  to  the  front.  The  day  was  spent  in 
caring  for  the  wounded,  burying  the  dead,  and 
collecting  arms.  In  the  afternoon  Major-Gen- 
eral McLaws  resumed  command  of  the  division. 
My  brigade  was  marched  a  few  miles  that  night 
towards  Chattanooga,  and  next  day  drove  in  the 
enemy  to  their  present  lines,  in  conjunction 
with  Wofford's  brigade,  my  Eighth  South  Caro- 
lina being  chiefly  engaged.  But  few  men  were 
lost  in  this  affair.  During  the  first  charge  of  the 
twentieth  my  brigade  captured  nine  pieces  of 
artillery,  three  of  which  were  taken  by  the  Eighth 
South  Carolina,  and  some  half  dozen  caissons,with 
ammunition.  Most  of  these  were  taken  before 
they  could  open  fire.  My  losses  were  heavy,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
detailed  report.  Among  them  are  some  of  the 
most  gallant  and  efficient  officers  and  men  of  my 
command,  and  choice  spirits  of  Carolina  chiv- 
alry. Lieutenant-Colonel  Elbert  Bland,  Seventh 
South  Carolina,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
in  the  first  moment  of  our  triumph.  A  few  mo- 
ments later,  Major  John  S.  Hard,  his  successor, 
was  instantly  killed.  The  command  then  de- 
volved on  Captain  E.  J.  Goggin.  Captain  J.  M. 
Townsend,  commanding  James'  battalion,  was 
killed,  leading  the  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
stronghold.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoole,  Eighth 
South  Carolina  regiment,  was  killed  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bland 
was  recognized  generally  as  an  officer  of  rare 
ability.  His  power  of  command,  his  cool,  daunt- 
less courage  and  self-control  in  battle,  his  excel- 
lent judgment,  disciplinary  skill  and  ability  in 
camp,  marked  him  as  a  man  of*  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  His  personal  and  social  charac- 
teristics were  equally  noble  and  elevated.  In 
him  we  have  lost  a  champion  worthy  of  our  glo- 
rious cause.  Major  John  S.  Hard  was  a  gallant 
and  accomplished  officer,  and  has  highly  distin- 
guished himself  on  every  battle-field  in  which 
his  regiment  has  been  engaged.  Captain  Towns- 
end  commanded  his  battalion,  on  this  occasion, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  elicit  my  commendation 
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on  the  field,  before  he  fell,  and  would,  if  he  were 
living,  have  been  here  mentioned  with  high  dis- 
tinction. Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoole  was  an  offi- 
cer of  much  merit,  but  has  been  prevented  by 
protracted  illness  from  attaining  that  distinction 
he  might  have  achieved  with  his  gallant  regi- 
ment. He  was  much  beloved  for  his  personal 
qualities,  and  his  loss  will  be  deeply  deplored  by 
his  comrades.  For  particular  mention  of  other 
brave  spirits  who  have  fallen,  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimental  com- 
manders. My  pride  and  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  my  entire  brigade,  in  the  engage- 
ment, could  not  be  more  complete.  Officers  and 
men,  each  acted  as  if  impressed  with  the  feeling 
that  the  destinies  of  the  country  depended  upon 
his  own  faithful,  earnest,  and  intelligent  discharge 
of  duty.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  particularize. 

The  only  member  of  my  staff  with  me  during 
the  whole  day  was  Captain  C.  R.  Holmes,  A.  A. 
G.  To  him,  as  on  all  previous  occasions  of  this 
character,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  most 
valuable  and  gallant  services.  He  represented 
me  on  the  right  wing  of  my  brigade.  I  detailed 
Second  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Tarley  to  act  as  Aid-de- 
Camp,  and  cannot  too  highly  commend  his  gal- 
lantry, activity,  and  efficiency,  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances.  As  an  evidence  of  my 
apppreciation,  I  detailed  him  to  accompany  the 
captured  flags  to  Richmond.  Lieutenant  W.  M. 
D wight,  A.  A.  and  I.  G-.,  joined  me  in  the  after- 
noon and  aided  me  with  his  usual  efficiency. 

In  the  absence  of  horses  for  myself  and  staff, 
I  detailed  one  man  from  each  regiment  as  order- 
lies to  communicate  with  the  command.  All  of 
them  rendered  efficient  service,  and  two,  M.  F. 
Milan,  Company  A,  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, and  Rawlins  Rivers,  Company  I,  Second 
South  Carolina  regiment,  were  killed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty.  Rivers  had  attracted  my 
notice  by  gallant  and  intelligent  services  in  the 
same  position  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  COL.  C.  C.  WILSON,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  Wnsou's  BRIGADE,        \ 
MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  October  1, 1863.  j 

Captain  Joseph  B.   Gumming,  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General: 

CAPTAIN  :  It  was  not  until  one  o'clock  on  Fri- 
day night,  the  eighteenth  instant,  that  my  bri- 
gade succeeded  in  crossing  Shaelan  Ford,  on 
the  Chickamauga  River,  the  road  having  been 
blocked  up  by  the  wagons  and  artillery  trains 
of  the  brigades  and  divisions  which  preceded 
us  on  the  march.  We  bivouacked  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  that  night,  prepared  to  follow 
our  division  on  the  next  day's  march.  The 
ordnance  train  of  the  division  not  having  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  Friday  night,  I  was  directed 
by  special  order  from  division  headquarters  to 
remain  with  the  train,  holding  my  brigade  as  a 


guard  until  it  had  crossed,  and  then  to  rejoin 
the  division.  I  immediately  detached  the  Thir- 
tieth Georgia  regiment,  and  sent  it  to  the  ford 
as  a  guard  to  that  portion  of  the  train  that  had 
not  crossed,  and  to  furnish  fatigue  parties  to 
help  forward  disabled  or  stalled  wagons,  having 
first  reconnoitred  the  position  and  thrown  out 
two  companies  on  each  road  leading  to  the  ford 
to  guard  against  surprise  by  the  enemy.  About 
nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  whole  train  had  crossed 
and  was  put  in  motion,  with  the  Twenty-fifth 
Georgia  and  a  section  of  the  battery  ahead  as 
an  advance  guard  and  the  rest  of  the  brigade  in 
rear.  In  this  order  we  had  marched  about  two 
miles  from  the  ford,  to  the  intersection  of  the 
road  from  Alexander's  Bridge  with  the  road  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  when  I  received,  from 
one  of  General  Forrest's  staff,  an  order  from 
division  headquarters,  directing  me  to  go  with 
General  Forrest  and  obey  his  orders.  The  train 
was  thereupon  sent  forward  alone,  and  the  bri- 
gade filed  to  the  right  on  the  Alexander's  Bridge 
road,  conducted  by  the  staff  officer  who  had 
brought  me  the  order.  One  company,  however, 
of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment,  which  had 
been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  from  the  ford, 
had  not  yet  overtaken  the  regiment,  and  did  not 
until  the  fight  was  over,  but  fell  in  on  the  left 
of  General  Ector's  brigade,  and  behaved  gal- 
lantly, as  1  am  informed,  during  the  engagement 
of  that  day.  This  was  Company  B,  Captain 
Hitch.  Riding  forward  with  General  Forrest, 
he  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  in  considerable 
force,  were  engaging  his  cavalry  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  position,  and  he  directed  me  to 
select  a  position  and  form  line  of  battle  on  the 
left  of  the  road.  I  formed  my  line  on  the  ridge 
of  the  long  hill  which,  from  the  north-east,  over- 
looks and  commands  the  plain  where  our  first 
encounter  with  the  enemy  took  place,  posting 
the  artillery  by  sections  on  the  most  elevated 
positions  and  opposite  to  the  intervals  between 
regiments.  We  had  not  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion long  when  an  order  from  General  Forrest 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  pressing  him 
sorely  in  front,  and  directed  me  to  move  upon 
his  left.  This  order  was  promptly  executed, 
the  brigade  moving  off  by  the  right  flank,  and 
filing  up  the  Alexander's  Bridge  road  about 
three-eighths  of  a  mile,  was  formed  forward  into 
line.  The  line  was  scarcely  formed  when  firing 
commenced  on  the  left.  The  order  was  given 
to  move  forward  at  once,  and  the  line  stepped 
off  with  the  enthusiasm  of  high  hope  and  patri- 
otic determination,  and  the  precision  and  accu- 
racy which  only  disciplined  and  instructed 
troops  can  attain.  The  enemy's  skirmishers 
were  encountered  at  once  and  driven  in  on  their 
first  line,  which  opened  upon  us  a  terrific  fire. 
Steadily  the  line  moved  forward  and  poured 
into  the  enemy's  rank  a  well-directed  fire,  which 
very  soon  caused  his  line  to  break  and  fly  from 
the  field  in  confusion,  leaving  dead  and  wounded 
covering  the  field  over  which  we  marched. 
The  command  still  pressed  forward  on  the  re- 
treating foe,  and  soon  encountered  a  second  line 
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of  battle,  which  seemed  to  have  been  drawn  up 
taree  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  first ; 
then  again  the  contest  was  renewed  with  great 
energy,  and  the  position  disputed  with  stubborn 
resolve.  The  firing  at  this  point  was  terrific, 
and  many  brave  officers  and  men  fell  while  gal- 
lantly discharging  their  duties.  For  a  time  our 
line  wavered,  and  the  overwhelming  force  of 
the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  drive  us  from 
the  field.  Rallying  from  the  shock  of  this  new 
encounter,  our  line  again  moved  forward  with 
determination  and  energy,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  driving  back  the  enemy's  second  line  in  con- 
fusion to  his  breastworks,  which  had  been  erected 
of  fallen  trees  about  four  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  his  second  line.  At  this  time  an  order  from 
General  Forrest  directed  me  not  to  press  the 
enemy  further,  but,  in  the  meantime,  our  line 
had  come  within  range  of  the  breastworks, 
from  which  a  constant  and  galling  fire  was 
poured  into  our  ranks,  and  a  heavy  force  was 
moving  around  our  left  flank.  I  at  once  dis- 
patched one  of  my  staff  to  General  Ector,  who 
I  knew  was  a  short  distance  in  our  rear,  with  a 
request  that  he  would  move  up  on  my  left.  But 
before  my  messenger  reached  him,  General 
Forrest  had  ordered  his  brigade  to  the  right — a 
position  held  up  to  that  time  by  the  cavalry.  In 
the  meantime,  the  enemy,  having  turned  my  left, 
poured  an  enfilading  fire  into*  our  thinned  ranks, 
arid  compelled  the  whole  left  of  the  line  to  fall 
back,  including  the  Thirtieth  Georgia  regiment, 
which  occupied  the  centre.  Observing  this 
movement,  and  pressed  by  a  galling  fire  in  front, 
the  right  of  the  line,  made  up  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regiments,  began 
slowly  to  fall  back.  This  movement  having 
been  promptly  arrested,  I  passed  towards  the  left 
with  a  view  of  rallying  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
and  succeeded  in  restoring  order  to  the  thinned 
ranks  of  the  Thirtieth  Georgia,  when  I  dis- 
covered the  enemy  still  pressing  around  the  left 
towards  an  open  field,  through  which  our  line 
had  advanced.  I  thereupon  directed  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Boynton,  then  commanding  the  Thir- 
tieth Georgia  to  fall  back  a  little  further  to  a  wood 
on  the^left  of  the  road,  intending  to  re-form  on 
it.^  While  this  was  being  done,  General  Ector's 
brigade  went  in  on  the  right  of  my  line,  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regi- 
ments went  with  this  brigade  again  into  the 
action,  and  remained  with,  it  during  the  fight  of 
that  brigade,  and  the  sharpshooters  and  Louis- 
iana battalion,  were  rallied  and  re-formed  in  the 
rear  of  other  troops  of  our  division,  which  at 
this  time  had  come  up  to  our  relief.  Having 
been  re-formed,  and  our  cartridge-boxes  replen- 
ished, the  brigade  took  up  its  position  again, 
remained  on  the  battle-field  that  night,  and 
moved  with  the  division  next  day. 

During  the  action  of  this  day  (Sunday,  the 
twentieth  instant),  it  was  not  our  fortune  to  be 
much  engaged.  Our  ranks  had  been  much  re- 
duced, and  we  mustered  not  over  four  hundred 
and  fifty  aggregate.  About  twelve  M.,  the  right 
of  our  line  having  advanced  some  distance,  we 


engaged  the  enemy  in  a  thick  wood,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga  road,  in  connection 
with  general  Gist's  brigade,  which  was  in  front 
of  us,  and  General  Ector's,  which  was  in  our 
rear.  At  this  time  the  three  brigades  were  oc- 
cupying the  same  line  nearly,  and  this  arrange- 
ment necessarily  resulted  in  some  confusion. 
After  a  very  unsatisfactory  fight,  lasting  proba- 
bly forty  minutes,  and  in  which  we  lost  some 
valuable  officers  and  a  few  men,  we  were  order- 
ed to  fall  back  and  re-form.  This  was  accom- 
plished, the  line  falling  back  a  few  hundred  yards, 
where  we  remained  until  about  five  p.  M.,  when 
the  line  was  re-formed,  with  General  Gist's  bri- 
gade on  the  right,  General  Ector's  on  the  left 
and  mine  in  the  centre — the  division  being  un- 
der command  of  General  Gist — and  advanced 
to  the  last  charge,  meeting,  however,  no  enemy, 
and  having  the  satisfaction  of  taking  up  our 
bivouac  upon  the  field  from  which  our  enemy 
had  been  driven  in  confusion.  This  brigade  en- 
tered the  fight  with  an  effective  force  of  twelve 
hundred  men,  and  lost,  during  the  two  days' 
fighting,  ninety-nine  killed,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  wounded,  and  eighty  missing.  Of 
the  number  missing,  many  were  wounded  and 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  but  were  recaptured 
with  the  field  hospital  he  had  established  near 
the  battle-field.  Of  the  number  wounded  sev- 
eral have  since  died,  among  them  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  J.  Williams,  commanding  Twenty- 
fifth  Georgia  regiment,  a  brave  and  gallant  .offi- 
cer, to  whom  much  praise  is  due  for  his  conduct 
on  the  field.  He  fell  at  his  post  and  in  the  effi- 
cient discharge  of  his  duties. 

A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  officers  having 
been  furnished,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  em- 
body it  in  this  report.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  however,  that  among  them  were  numbered 
the  bravest,  the  truest,  and  the  best.  Where 
all  behaved  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to 
draw  distinctions.  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  any  officer  shrank  from  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  and  in  mentioning  a  few  who  fell  un- 
der my  own  observation  I  do  not  mean  to  dis- 
parage those  who  did  not.  I  notice,  as  worthy 
of  commendation,  the  cases  of  Captains  A.  W. 
and  A.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Georgia 
regiment,  and  Captain  Spencer,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Georgia  regiment,  Lieutenants  Alfred 
Bryant  and  A.  B.  Sadler,  of  the  First  battalion 
Georgia  sharpshooters,  who,  notwithstanding 
they  were  wounded,  remained  with  their  com- 
mand's through  the  fight  and  discharged  their 
duties  to  the  end. '  I  respectfully  ask  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding to  the  cases  of  my  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  Inspector-General,  First  Lieutenant  Robert 
Wayne,  and  of  my  acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  First  Lieutenant  R.  E.  Lester.  The 
first  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  leg  whilst  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  Lieutenant  Les- 
ter was  wounded  in  the  head  and  abdomen,  un- 
der the  same  circumstances,  and  had  two  horses 
killed  under  him.  They  were  both  conspicuous 
in  the  fight,  riding  fearlessly  along  the  line  in 
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the  thickest  of  it,  distributing  orders,  rallying 
the  men  when  broken,  and  setting  an  example 
to  all  of  courage  and  devotion,  and  of  a  cool 
and  intelligent  discharge  of  duty  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances,  worthy  of  all  commenda- 
tion. I  acknowledge  myself  greatly  indebted 
to  them.  I  respectfully  ask  their  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  Captains  in  the  department  in  which 
they  are  serving.  I  also  take  great  pleasure  in 
noticing  the  cases  of  First  Lieutenant  G.  R. 
McRae,  Adjutant  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Georgia 
regiment,  who  was  conspicuous  in  the  fight,  en- 
couraging his  men  and  rallying  them  when  bro- 
ken, and  who,  being  left  senior  officer  after  the 
first  engagement,  assumed  command  of  the  bro- 
ken remnants,  and  gallantly  led  them  in  again 
on  the  left  of  General  Ector's  brigade. 

During  the  first  day's  fighting  many  prisoners 
were  taken,  but  they  were  turned  over  at  once 
and  no  account  kept  of  them,  and  man}'-  were 
sent  to  the  rear  without  a  guard,  not  having 
men  to  spare  for  that  purpose.  One  section  of 
my  battery  alone  was  able  to  get  into  position, 
and  did  some  service.  The  enemy  had  no  ar- 
tillery in  our  front,  and  we  took  no  pieces.  The 
field  was  not  such  as  to  render  artillery  useful. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  above-named  who, 
being  wounded,  remained  on  the  field,  I  will  add 
the  name  of  First  Lieutentant  A.  H.  Harrell,  Com- 
pany H,  Twenty-ninth  Georgia  regiment.  About 
one  o'clock  Sunday  afternoon,  private  Thomas 
Henderson,  Company  A,  Fourth  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, was  captured  by  the  enemy — he  being  in 
advance  of  his  battalion — but,  when  the  route 
of  the  enemy  commenced,  made  his  escape  from 
his  guard,  and,  seizing  a  rifle,  on  his  return  to 
our  lines  captured  and  brought  in  six  of  the  en- 
emy as  prisoners,  delivering  them  to  the  guard 
of  Brigadier-General  Bate. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WILSON, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  A.  J.  VAUGHAN,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

BRIGADE  HEADQUARTERS  IN  FIELD,        1 
IN  FRONT  OF  CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE,  October  4,  1863.  J 

Major  J.  G.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 
MAJOR  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  action  of  General  Preston  Smith's 
brigade  (composed  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fourth  and  Thirteenth  Tennessee  regiments. 
under  command  of  Colonel  A.  J.  Vaughan,  Jr.; 
Twelfth  and  Forty-seventh  Tennessee  regiments, 
under  command  of  Colonel  W.  M.  Watkins ; 
Eleventh  Tennessee  regiment,  under  command  of 
Colonel  G.  W.  Gordon ;  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee 
regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Horace 
Rice ;  Scott's  battery,  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  John  H.  Marsh ;  and  a  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  composed  of  two  companies  from 
the  Twelfth  and  Forty-seventh  Tennessee 
regiments,  one  from  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  one  from  the 
Eleventh  and  one  from  the  Twenty-ninth  Ten- 
nessee regiments,  under  command  of  Major  J. 


W.  Dawson ;  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth 
senior  Tennessee  regiment,  and  Major  William 
Green,  Eleventh  Tennessee  regiment),  Cheat- 
ham's  division,  Folk's  corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  the  occupation 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  on  the  nineteenth,  twen- 
tieth, twenty-first  and  twenty-second  days  of 
September,  1863 : 

Qn  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth  September 
orders  were  received  to  move  General  Preston 
Smith's  brigade  out  on  the  Ringgold  road  to  the 
intersection  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  road, 
thence  to  Rock  Spring  church,  where  we  bivou- 
acked for  the  night  in  line  of  battle. 

Early  on  the  morning .  of  the  eighteenth  of 
September,  we  were  ordered  to  move  forward  in 
the  direction  of  the  ford  below  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill,  on  West  Chickamauga.  Our  advance 
during  the  day  was  very  slow,  having  to  wait 
for  Buckner's  corps  to  pass  to  the  front  and 
effect  a  crossing  of  the  creek,  which  they  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  about  dark,  after  heavy  skir- 
mishing. We  bivouacked  at  night,  in  line  of 
battle,  half  a  mile  south  of  West  Chickamauga. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  Sep- 
tember, the  brigade  moved  forward,  crossed  the 
creek,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of 
Jackson's  brigade.  As  soon  as  the  division 
effected  a  crossing,  we  moved  forward  near  a 
mile,  and  formed  line  in  similar  order  in  rear  of 
Buckner's  corps.  We  remained  in  this  position 
a  short  time,  when  we  received  orders  to  move 
by  the  right  flank,  in  double-quick,  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Walker,  who  for  some  time  had 
been  actively  engaging  the  enemy.  On  arriving 
at  the  scene  of  action,  we  found  General  Walker 
stoutly  resisted,  and  his  command  much  ex- 
hausted from  long  and  continued  action.  We 
were  ordered  to  form  line  immediately.  Formed, 
as  before,  on  left  of  General  Jackson's  brigade. 
As  soon  as  formed,  we  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  engage  the  enemy.  We  advanced  but  a 
short  distance  before  we  met  the  enemy,  advanc- 
ing. We  engaged  him  at  once,  and  furiously 
drove  him  before  us  six  or  eight  hundred  yards, 
forcing  him  to  take  shelter  behind  the  breast- 
works from  which  he  had  advanced  in  the 
morning.  We  moved  steadily  forward  until 
within  musket-range  of  their  works ;  and,  not- 
withstanding we  were  subjected  to  a  severe  and 
concentrated  fire  both  of  musketry  and  artillery, 
the  brigade  kept  up  a  steady  and  determined 
fire  until  the  supply  of  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted.  General  Smith,  being  apprised  of 
this,  immediately  informed  General  Cheatham  of 
the  fact,  at  the  same  time  assuring  him  he  was 
able  to  hold  the  position  until  he  could  forward 
a  brigade  to  his  relief.  General  Strahl  was 
ordered  forward.  As  soon  as  he  occupied  Gen- 
eral Smith's  position,  General  Smith  withdrew 
his  brigade,  moved  some  four  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear,  and  re-formed  his  line. 

During  this  engagement,  beginning  at  about 
twelve  o'clock  M.,  and  closing  about  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  different  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade  acted  with  conspicuous 
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gallantry,  discharging  every  duty  and  respond- 
ing to  every  order,  with  commendable  prompt- 
ness. 

Since  all  acted  so  well,  I  cannot  particularize. 
.  Scott's  battery,  under  First  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Marsh,  advanced  with  the  brigade,  and  took 
position,  as  ordered,  under  a  heavy  and  destruc- 
tive fire  of  the  enemy,  so  much  so,  that  a  number 
of  men  and  horses  were  disabled  before  the  bat- 
tery was  placed  for  action.  Immediately  a  rapid 
and  well-directed  fire  was  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  with  telling  effect  upon  his  ranks.  This 
fire  was  vigorously  maintained  until  the  brigade 
was  relieved  and  ordered  to  the  rear.  It  was  in 
this  engagement  that  First  Lieutenant  John  H. 
Marsh  was  severely,  if  not  dangerously,  wound- 
ed, while  gallantly  encouraging  his  men  and 
inspiring  them  by  his  own  distinguished  cool- 
ness and  heroism.  The  command  then  devolved 
upon  Second  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Watson,  who, 
throughout  the  engagement,  acted  with  com- 
mendable bravery. 

In  bringing  on.  the  engagement  and  in  driving 
the  enemy  the  battalion  of  sharpshooters  did 
efficient  service,  both  officers  and  men  acting 
well  their  parts. 

After  supplying  the  command  with  ammuni- 
tion and  taking  position  as  ordered,  it  was  found 
that  Scott's  battery  was  so  disabled,  by  the  loss 
of  men  and  horses,  as  to  be  unfit  for  action  dur- 
ing the  evening.  Turner's  battery,  of  Maney's 
brigade,  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Smith. 
It  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and 
did  effective  service  in  checking  the  second 
advance  of  the  enemy.  Throughout  the  evening 
Lieutenant  Turner  poured  a  murderous  fire  into 
the  enemy's  ranks,  his  coolness  and  disregard  of 
danger  eliciting  the  highest  praise  from  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  entire  brigade.  It  was 
while  supporting  this  battery  that  Major  Daw- 
son,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  senior  Ten- 
nessee regiment,  in  command  of  the  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
groin. 

The  enemy,  finding  it  impossible  to  drive  us 
from  our  position,  sullenly  retired  out  of  range, 
and  comparative  quiet  prevailed  along  our  line 
until  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  when  General  Smith,  being 
informed  that  a  night  attack  was  determined 
upon,  was  ordered,  so  soon  as  General  Deshler's 
brigade  of  Major-General  Cleburne's  division 
should  advance  to  his  front,  to  move  his  brigade 
forward  as  General  Deshler's  support.  After 
having  advanced  in  this  order  some  two  hun- 
dred yards,  the  engagement  was  commenced  on 
the  right  and  extended  to  Deshler's  brigade  in 
our  front.  Advancing  a  short  distance  further, 
it  being  quite  dark,  a  portion  of  this  brigade 
became  somewhat  confused  and  fell  back  on  our 
line.  General  Smith  ordered  them  to  move  for- 
ward, which  order  was  obeyed.  We  continued 
to  advance  but  a  short  distance,  when  they  a 
second  time  fell  back  on  our  line  and  were  again 
urgad  forward  by  General  Smith.  Instead  of 
moving  direct  to  the  front,  they  obliqued  to  the 
left  and  uncovered  the  two  right  regiments  of 


General  Smith's  brigade.  In  the  darkness,  Gen- 
eral Smith  did  not  know  this,  and  a  third  time 
coming  upon  troops  at  a  halt  in  his  immediate 
front,  presuming  them  to  belong  to  General 
Deshler's  command,  he  and  Captain  Thomas  H. 
King,  volunteer  Aid,  rode  to  the  front  to  ascer- 
tain the  delay.  On  riding  up  to  the  line  (which 
proved  to  be  the  enemy)  and  asking  who  was  in 
command  of  these  troops,  he  was  discovered  to 
be  a  Confederate  officer,  and  he  and  Captain 
King  were  both  killed.  I,  at  the  same  time,  was 
in  front  of  my  regiments,  accompanied  by  Cap- 
tain Donelson,  acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
to  General  Smith,  to  know  the  cause  of  the  delay 
of  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  portion  of  General 
Deshler's  command.  Riding  up  to  a  soldier,  I 
asked  him  to  what  command  he  belonged.  Dis- 
covering that  I  was  a  Confederate  officer,  he 
fired  at  me,  missing  me,  but  killing  Captain  Donel- 
son, who  was  by  my  side.  I  immediately  or- 
dered some  files  from  the  Twelfth  Tennessee 
regiment  to  shoot  him,  which  they  did,  killing 
him  instantly.  The  line  in  front,  seeing  their 
situation,  cried  out,  "  Don't  shoot ;  we  surren- 
der." I  then  rode  forward,  and  found  them  in 
the  act  of  grounding  their  arms.  Discovering  a 
stand  of  colors  in  my  front,  I  asked,  "  Who  has 
those  colors?"  The  reply  was,  "The  color- 
bearer."  I  then  said,  "Sir,  to  what  command 
do  you  belong  ?"  He  replied,  "  To  the  Seventy- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  regiment."  I  then  took 
from  him  the  stand  of  colors  and  handed  them 
to  Captain  Carthell,  Forty-seventh  Tennessee 
regiment,  and  ordered  him  to  turn  them,  with 
the  prisoners  captured,  about  three  hundred 
in  number,  over  to  General  Cheatham. 

The  reason  that  I  have  been  thus  explicit  in 
detailing  the  facts  connected  with  the  capture  of 
the  stand  of  colors  is,  they  were  claimed  to  have 
been  captured  by  General  Deshler's  command. 

Being  informed  that  General  Smith  had  been 
killed,  I  assumed  the  command  of  the  brigade, 
the  command  of  my  regiment  devolving  upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Pittman. 

After  this  there  was  no  more  firing  of  conse- 
quence. Orders  were  received  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Cheatham  to  bivouac  in  line  of  battle  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night. 

On  the  twentieth  my  brigade  was  not  actively 
engaged,  being  held  as  a  reserve.  We  were, 
however,  subjected  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire, 
killing  and  wounding  several  men.  Late  in  the 
evening  we  were  ordered  to  the  extreme  right, 
where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-first  September.  I  then  ordered  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of  Ma- 
jors Green  and  Pearl,  to  deploy  (so  as  to  cover 
the  front  of  my  brigade)  and  move  as  far  as  the 
top  of  Missionary  Ridge,  or  discover  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy.  In  a  short  time,  they  re- 
ported the  enemy  in  the  valley  around  Chatta- 
nooga. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  M.,  we  were  ordered  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  near  Byrd's  Mill. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of  Sep- 
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tember  we  moved,  on  the  Shallon  Ford  road,  in 
the  direction  of  Chattanooga.  When  we  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  Missionary  Ridge,  we  formed  line 
of  battle  on  the  left  of  General  Maney's  brigade 
and  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  meeting 
with  but  little  resistance,  though  the  enemy  were 
strongly  posted. 

Accompanying  this  will  be  found  the  reports 
of  the  several  regimental  commanders,  Major 
William  Green,  commanding  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, and  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Watson,  com- 
manding Scott's  battery,  of  the  action  taken  by 
their  respective  commands,  to  which  I  invite 
your  attention.  A  list  of  the  casualties  of  the 
brigade  has  already  been  forwarded  to  head- 
quarters. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  alluding  to 
the  very  efficient  service  rendered  me  by  Cap- 
tain J.  W.  Harris,  Inspector-General  on  General 
Smith's  staff,  in  carrying  and  executing  all  orders 
in  the  most  prompt  manner  possible.  Also, 
Captain  Emmett  Cockrill,  volunteer  Aid  to  Gen- 
eral Smith,  deserves  especial  notice  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  discharged  every  duty  assigned 
him.  Thanks  are  due  to  Major  King,  Brigade 
Commissary,  for  keeping  the  troops  so  well  pro- 
vided with  rations  during  the  campaign  from 
Lafayette,  Georgia,  to  this  place.  Also,  to  Major 
Beecher,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  our  wounded  were  carried 
from  the  field.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Captain 
Henry  K.  Beatty,  Brigade  Ordnance  Officer,  for 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
command  was  kept  constantly  supplied  with  am- 
munition. Also,  special  credit  is  due  Lieuten- 
ant J.  W.  Cochran,  Brigade  Provost-Marshal,  for 
the  promptness  and  efficiency  displayed  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  office. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  Colonel  Rice's 
report  in  reference  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  E. 
H.  Clayton,  courier  to  General  Smith. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  VAUGHAN,  Jr., 

Colonel,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  C.  A.  SUGG,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  GREGG'S  BRIGADE,        \ 
TOP  OF  MISSION  RIDGE,  September  26, 1863.  j 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  part  taken  by  Gregg's  brigade  in 
the  actions  of  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
(eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  instant), 
while  under  my  command : 

Shortly  after  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  (nineteenth),  the  brigade  having  then 
been  hotly  engaged  for  several  hours,  I  was  no- 
tified that  General  Gregg  had  been  disabled  by 
a  severe  wound  in  the  neck,  and  had  been  borne 
from  the  field,  and  that  the  command  in  conse- 
quence devolved  upon  me.  I  accordingly  re- 
ported to  General  Johnson  for  orders.  The 
brigade  having  fallen  back,  defensive  positions 
were  made  for  the  night  by  posting  pickets  in 
advance  and  constructing  breastworks  of  logs. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  following  morning  (Sun- 


day, twentieth),  I  was  ordered  to  take  position 
in  rear  of  McNair's  and  Johnson's  brigades,  in 
reserve.  About  eleven  A.  M.,  the  division  being 
ordered  forward,  we  advanced  some  eight  hun- 
dred yards,  under  heavy  fire,  when  the  front 
line  first  wavered,  then  halted,  in  considerable 
confusion.  It  soon  rallied,  but,  after  advancing 
about  two  hundred  yards  farther,  halted  a  sec- 
ond time,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy,  strongly  posted  behind  breastworks  of 
rails  and  fallen  timber.  My  command  suffering 
greatly  in  its  position  in  rear,  I  now  proposed 
to  General  McNair  to  permit  me  to  pass  to  the 
front.  He  consented,,  and  my  command  was  or- 
dered forward  and  succeeded  in  dislodging  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  though  not  without 
heavy  loss.  Major  C.  W.  Robertson,  command- 
ing Fiftieth  Tennessee  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Beau- 
mont having  been  killed  the  day  before)  was 
here  severely  wounded  in  the  groin,  while  gal- 
lantly leading  his  regiment.  Up  to  this  point  all 
the  fighting  had  taken  place  in  thick  cover. 
Steadily  advancing,  the  brigade  now  emerged 
from  the  timber  into  a  cleared  field  of  considera- 
ble extent,  gradually  sloping  down  from  the  fur- 
ther edge,  where  the  enemy  had  posted  a  battery 
of  eight  guns.  This  battery  I  was  ordered  to 
flank,  leaving  it  on  my  right.  Across  the  open 
field  the  brigade  charged  and,  supported  on  the 
right  flank,  captured  the  guns.  Four  of  these 
pieces,  rifled  guns  of  the  Ward  pattern  and 
three-inch  calibre,  belonging  to  the  First  Mis- 
souri (Federal)  batter}-,  are  now  appropriately 
in  possession  of  the  First  Missouri  (Bledsoe's) 
battery,  belonging  to  this  brigade.  A  thickly 
wooded  ridge  in  rear  of  the  captured  battery, 
and  commanding  the  position,  was  the  next 
point  of  attack.  Ordered  by  General  Johnson, 
in  person,  to  take  this  position,  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced to  the  assault,  again  without  support  on 
the  right.  The  ridge  was  carried,  and  my  bat- 
tery, from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  being  unable 
to  keep  up,  the  brigade  was  halted  upon  its 
crest  and  disposed  in  such  form  as  to  sweep 
with  its  fire  the  slopes  and  hollows  on  both 
sides  of  the  ridge  and  hold  the  position  until 
the  artillery  could  come  to  our  support.  So  soon 
as  the  guns  arrived,  they  were  placed  in  position 
to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy's  battery  of  five 
pieces,  covering  the  retreat  of  an  ammunition 
train.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy's  cannoneers 
abandoned  their  guns ;  the  teamsters  were  seen 
cutting  loose  the  horses  from  their  traces,  and 
the  whole  took  to  flight,  leaving  both  battery 
and  train  in  our  possession.  Later  in  the  day, 
the  contents  of  the  captured  wagons  served  to 
replenish  the  exhausted  boxes  of  the  brigade. 
Finding  the  position  commanded  by  still  another 
ridge  in  front,  but  bearing  to  the  right,  the  bri- 
gade was  ordered  forward,  the  position  in  front 
taken,  and  my  battery  of  four  guns  posted  so  as 
to  secure  its  possession,  while  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  to  ascertain  the  position  and  force 
of  the  enemy.  He  was  found  to  be  in  heavy 
force  on  the  same  ridge  on  my  right.  Adjust- 
ing my  line  accordingly,  the  brigade  again 
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moved  forward,  charging  the  enerrr^  in  gallant 
style,  under  a  heavy  fire.  Here  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel J.  B.  Tillman,  commanding  Fourth  Tennes- 
see, was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  while  nobly 
leading  his  men.  The  enemy  was  driven  back, 
but  rallied  and  returned  to  the  attack  in  greater 
force,  contesting  the  ground  with  unusual  ob- 
stinacy. For  the  want  of  artillery  support,  the 
right  wing  of  the  brigade  fell  back  beyond  the 
battery,  left  in  the  position  already  described, 
but  was  enabled  to  re-fonn  under  cover  of  the 
steady  fire  and  unbroken  front  maintained  by 
the  Third  and  Fiftieth  Tennessee  (Colonel  C.  H. 
Walker),  and  Seventh  Texas  (Major  R.  M.  Yan- 
zandt),  by  whom  the  guns  were  saved  from  cap- 
ture, and  to  whom  the  right  wing  was  indebted 
for  an  opportunity  to  recover  from  the  tempo- 
rary confusion  into  which  it  had  been  thrown. 
This  being  quickly  effected,  and,  perceiving  the 
impossibility  of  holding  the  position,  if  captured, 
without  the  aid  of  artillery,  I  ordered  two  guns 
to  be  moved  to  my  right,  and,  believing  that  the 
teams  would  be  destroyed  if  the  horses  were 
attacked,  I  ordered  them  to  be  moved  up  the 
hill  by  hand.  The  brigade  was  again  ordered 
to  charge,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  ridge 
and  into  the  hollow  beyond ;  but  the  guns  pushed 
forward  and  opened  upon  him  with  such  telling 
effect  that  he  made  no  further  effort  to  recover 
his  lost  ground.  It  was  now  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  brigade  having  advanced,  since 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  fully  three  miles, 
describing-,  in  its  onward  and  upward  course, 
through  timber  and  clearing,  over  hill-tops  and 
ridges,  a  line  approaching  in  shape  very  nearly 
the  fourth  of  a  circle.  Finding  my  ammunition 
exhausted,  a  supply  was  ordered,  and  obtained 
from  the  train  previously  captured  from  the 
enemy.  Trigg's  brigade  arriving  on  the  ground 
at  this  juncture,  I  thankfully  accepted  the  pro- 
position of  the  commanding  officer  to  form  line 
in  my  front,  and  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back 
beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  rest  for  the 
night ;  and,  no  interruption  being  apprehended 
from  the  beaten  enemy,  the  brigade  slept  on  the 
ground  which  it  had  so  bravely  won. 

On  the  following  day,  more  than  one  hundred 
of  the  enemy's  dead  w*ere  counted  on  the  hill- 
side and  in  the  hollow  immediately  in  front  of 
the  brigade.  Nor  was  the  series  of  brilliant 
successes,  thus  briefly  described,  won  without 
heavy  loss  on  our  own  part,  though  one  greatly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  inferior,  too,  to 
the  loss  of  the  brigade  on  the  previous  day 
(Saturday).  Where  all,  both  officers  and  men, 
did  so  well,  it  is  difficult,  as  it  would  be  unfair, 
to  discriminate  further  than  has  been  already 
done  in  this  report.  At  the  same  time,  I  should 
be  doing  less  than  justice  if  I  were  to  omit  to 
make  special  mention  of  the  very  efficient  and 
important  service  rendered,  throughout  the  day 
and  in  every  stage  of  the  conflict,  by  Bledsoe's 
battery,  Lieutenant  R.  L.  Wood  commanding. 

A  statement  of  the  number  of  men  engaged, 
of  the  casualties  sustained,  and  of  the  captures 
made  by  the  brigade,  so  far  as  an  estimate  of 


them  can  now  be  obtained,  wul  be  found  sub- 
joined. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  SUGG. 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

Aggregate  present  in  Gregg's  Brigade,  accord- 
ing to  Field  Return  of  September  nineteenth. 
1863. 

Aggregate 
Command.  present. 

Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment 325 

Fiftieth             "                "         104 

Seventh  Texas                  «         177 

Third  Tennessee               "         274 

Tenth         "                       "         190 

Thirtieth    "                       "         185 

First  Tennessee  battalion 82 

Total  infantry 1,337 

Battery 84 

Brigade  staff 4 

1,425 

The  foregoing  represents  the  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  taken  into  action  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  nineteenth.  No  field  return  was 
called  for  or  made  on  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
twentieth. 

Aggregate  loss  in  Officers  and  Men  Killed, 
Wounded,  and  Missing,  in  Gregg's  Brigade, 
in  the  actions  of  September  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth. 

Officers,    Non-commissioned  Officers, 

and  Privates  Killed . .  • 107 

Wounded 475 

Missing 70 


Total, 


652 


List  of  Captures  made  by  Gregg's  Brigade  in 
tlie  actions  of  September  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 
and  twentieth. 
Captures.  Amount. 

Prisoners No  estimate. 

Small  arms No  estimate. 

Colors None. 

Artillery Thirteen  pieces. 

Wagons  Five. 

Ambulances One. 

A  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  bri- 
gade on  each  day  and  sent  to  the  rear,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  furnish  an  estimate  which  would 
be  even  an  approximation  to  the  real  number, 
therefore  none  is  attempted.  Large  quantities 
of  arms  were  gathered  on  the  ground  over 
which  the  brigade  passed,  and  piled  for  removal ; 
but,  before  they  could  be  counted,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  change  position,  being  trans- 
ferred from  General  Johnson's  to  General  Walk- 
er's division.  The  pieces  of  artillery  (thirteen 
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in  number)  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  which 
it  is  understood  that  rival  claims  have  been 
advanced,  were  not  only  captured  by  this  bri- 
gade, but  duly  taken  possession  of  at  the  time 
by  a  detail  made  for  the  purpose,  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Fletcher  Beaumont,  Adjutant  of 
the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment. 

STATEMENT  OF  ADJUTANT  BEAUMONT  IN  REGARD  TO  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  NINE  PIECES  OF  ARTILLERY  FROM  THE 
ENEMY  ON  THE  BATTLE-FIELD  OF  CH1CKAMAUGA. 

IN  THE  FIELD,  October  9, 1863. 
Colonel  Sugg: 

SIR  :  Having  been  requested  to  furnish  a 
written  statement  of  the  facts  regarding  the 
capture  from  the  enemy  on  the  battle-field  of 
Chickamauga,  September  twentieth,  1863,  by 
General  Gregg's  brigade,  of  nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which  I  am  enabled  to  do  by  reason  of 
having  been  your  Aid-de-Camp  on  that  day,  and, 
as  such,  having  sent  the  pieces  to  the  rear  for 
safety  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  retake  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following,  which  will 
be  indorsed  by  members  of  the  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment  of  this  brigade,  who  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  statement  herein  set  forth : 

Preparatory  to  advancing  upon  the  enemy, 
our  division,  consisting  of  Generals  Johnson's, 
McNair's,  arid  Gregg's  brigades,  the  whole  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  was 
formed  by  placing  Johnson's  brigade  on  the 
left,  McNair's  on  the  right,  with  two  Regiments 
and  a  battalion  from  our  brigade  on  the  extreme 
left — the  remainder  of  the  latter  following  as 
a  support  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
the  front  line.  In  this  order  the  division  moved 
off.  Having  gone  some  distance,  McNair's  bri- 
gade, immediately  in. our  front,  halted,  the  ene- 
my maintaining  a  brisk  fire  on  the  whole  line, 
when,  by  consent  of  its  commander,  our  bri- 
gade passed  over  it  and  gained  the  front  line. 
Soon  after  we  emerged  into  an  open  field,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  which,  to  our  right  and  on  an 
eminence  commanding  the  field,  was  posted  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Seeing  a  rich  prize  within  its 
grasp,  our  brigade  marched  forward  until  it  had 
gained  the  flank  ;  then  wheeling  to  the  right, 
went  up  and  possessed  it,  several  of  the  pieces 
having  been  silenced  and  abandoned  before  the 
brigade  had  commenced  to  wheel.  On  reaching 
the  guns  we  had  so  nobly  won,  as  your  Aid,  I 
proceeded  to  take  possession  and  have  them 
removed  to  the  rear  for  safety  against  re-capture. 
For  this  purpose  I  made  a  detail  of  the  men 
nearest  to  me,  and,  when  I  could  find  them,  such 
wounded  as  were  able  to  ride  horseback,  and 
Federal  prisoners,  with  a  guard.  Every  gun 
and  its  accompaniments  which  fell  into  our 
hands  were  saved.  I  would  also  mention  that 
instead  of  eight  (8)  guns,  as  you  estimate  in 
your  official  report,  there  were  nine  (9)  to  my 
knowledge,  having  seen  that  number  myself 
after  the  fighting  had  subsided  in  the  evening 
of  that  day.  Too  eager  to  get  them  safely  to 
the  rear,  I  did  not  stop  to  ascertain  the  exact 
number,  supposing  that  I  would  have  an  oppor- 


tunity to  settle  that  point  afterwards,  as  I  di- 
rected them  to  be  taken  to  the  hill  our  brigade 
was  posted  on  before  the  advance  began. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

FLETCHER  BEAUMONT, 
Adjutant  Fiftieth  Tennessee  regiment. 

We  fully  concur  in  the  above  statement. 

W.  G.  Vanclave,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

C.  S.  Haughton,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

B.  W.  Smith,  Fourth  Sergeant,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

A.  P.  N.  Bells,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

A.  J.  Park,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Tennessee 
regiment. 

Levi  Osburn,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

Willy  Osburn,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

H.  M.  Fowler,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ten- 
nessee regiment. 

The  above  names  are  members  of  Company 
H,  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment,  and  author- 
ized me  to  sign  their  names. 

W.  M.  COOPER, 

First  Lieutenant  Company  H,  Forty-first  Tennessee  regiment. 
REPORT  OF  COL.  D.  COLEMAN,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  MCNAIR'S  BRIGADE,          ) 
CAMP  NEAR  RINGGOLD,  GEORGIA,  September  24, 1863.  j" 

Captain  Blakemore,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

CAPTAIN  :  In  obedience  to  Brigadier-General 
Johnson's  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
late  battles : 

Shortly  before  daylight  on  the  eighteenth  in- 
stant, this  brigade  (Brigadier-General  E.  Mc- 
Nair's), in  company  with  that  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral B.  R.  Johnson,  who  commanded  the  whole 
force,  left  Catoosa  Station,  on  the  Chickamauga 
River,  and  marched,  by  way  of  Ringgold,  by 
the  Lafayette  road  to  the  intersection  of  the 
Graysville  and  Reed's  Bridge  roads.  Here,  can- 
nonading and  sharp  skirmishing  being  heard 
on  the  left,  line  of  battle  was  formed,  with  John- 
son's brigade  on  the  right,  and  the  force  swept 
steadily  in  this  order,  with  skirmishers  in  front, 
across  the  country  to  the  left,  the  enemy  giving 
away  with  scarcely  any  resistance,  to  the  Reed's 
Bridge  road,  near  the  bridge.  Thence  marched, 
hearing  heavy  musketry  firing  in  front,  to  with- 
in one  and  a  half  miles  of  Lee's  Mill,  on  the 
Chattanooga  and  Lee's  Mill  road,  where  it  en- 
camped in  line  for  the  night  some  time  after 
dark. 

On  the  nineteenth,  just  about  eight  A.  M.,  the 
battle  having  begun  on  the  right,  the  brigade 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  rear  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  with  the  artillery,  Captain  Culpeper's 
three  pieces,  and  the  Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina 
regiment,  Colonel  Coleman,  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstelder.  Col- 
onel Coleman,  commanding  both  regiments,  being 
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ordered  to  support  General  Gregg,  moved  rapidly 
forward  and,  getting  near  Gregg's  brigade  (then 
under  a  terrific  fire),  charged  impetuously,  pass- 
ing over  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade,  with  loud 
cheers,  and  drove  the  enemy  in  rapid  flight 
through  the  thick  woods,  across  the  Chattanooga 
road,  past  the  small  house,  a  hundred  yards  on  and 
in  to  the  corn  fields  beyond,  making  a  distance 
altogether  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  In 
this  last  advance  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hupstelder 
fell,  wounded  with  five  balls.  Though  the  ene- 
my, to  whom  we  had  been  opposed  in  front, 
were  in  flight,  broken  and  in  confusion,  having 
sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  the  two  regi- 
ments find  their  tired  and  weakened  line  ex- 
posed to  a  fatal  flank  fire,  especially  on  the  left ; 
unsupported  on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  their 
advance,  with  an  enemy's  battery  near  on  the 
left  and  a  strong  enemy's  reinforcement  ap- 
proaching, and  our  ammunition  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, the  impracticability  of  longer  holding  this 
advanced  and  exposed  position  was  immediately 
manifest  and  the  force  was  ordered  back  to  the 
woods.  Here  they  were  re-formed  and,  a  fresh 
line  having  passed  to  relieve  them,  were  march- 
ed back  to  nearly  their  original  position  to 
await  ammunition,  where  they  were  joined  by 
the  rest  of  the  brigade,  which  finally  moved  for- 
ward to  the  position  in  line  where  it  was  en- 
camped for  the  night,  between  Johnson's  bri- 
gade, on  the  right,  and  Hindman's  division  on 
the  left. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Arkansas  bat- 
talions (consolidated),  Major  Ross,  all  under  the 
immediate  command  of  General  McNair,  were 
ordered  forward  soon  after  the  advance  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  and  Twenty-fifth 
Arkansas,  and  charged  on  the  right  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  latter  regiments  and  drove  the  en- 
emy, in  successive  charges,  beyond  the  Chatta- 
nooga road.  Here,  on  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  and  Twenty-fifth,  being  exposed  to 
a  heavy  flank  fire  on  the  left,  besides  that  in 
front,  and  the  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  they 
rejoined  the  other  two  regiments. 

The  artillery,  Captain  Culpeper  commanding, 
supported  the  advance  of  the  brigade  so  long 
as  it  was  safe  to  fire,  and  then,  the  under-growth 
being  too  thick  to  advance,  remained  in  their  po- 
sition the  remainder  of  the  day, 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  brigade 
was  placed  in  line  between  Stewart's  division 
on  the  right,  and  Hindmand's  on  the  left,  with 
a  slight  barricade  of  branches  and  small  dead 
wood  in  front.  Here,  about  half  past  nine  A. 
M.,  the  line  repulsed  an  advance  of  the  enemy. 
In  a  few  minutes  after,  the  brigade,  advancing 
with  the  rest  of  the  line,  drove  the  enemy 
steadily  and  rapidly  back,  passing  over  two  suc- 
sive  lines  of  temporary  breastworks,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  reach- 
ing the  corner  of  the  field,  at  the  opposite  end 


of  which  were  two  batteries  of  the  enemy's  on 
a  hill  commanding  the  whole  advance.  General 
McNair  and  Colonel  Harper,  First  Arkansas  ri- 
fles, had  just  been  disabled  by  wounds,  that  of 
the  latter  officer  mortal.  The  brigade,  already  in 
advance  of  the  line,  charged  furiously  upon  the 
batteries  diagonally  on  the  right  and  captured 
them,  taking  ten  pieces,  eight  of  which  were 
immediately  sent,  with  their  remaining  horses, 
to  our  rear,  and  the  remaining  two,  then  in  the 
woods,  were  carried  to  the  rear  afterwards,  the 
ground  never  having  been  re-occupied  by  the 
enemy. 

The  brigade  was  now  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line,  though  this  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching ;  our  left  was  still  more  exposed  by  the 
break  made  by  our  diagonal  charge  ;  the  enemy 
were  firing  from  the  woods  in  front,  while  with- 
in two  hundred  yards  farther  in  the  woods  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  were  seen  drawn  up 
in  good  order.  Our  forces  were  reduced  by  our 
rapid  advance  and  the  ammunition  nearly  ex- 
hausted. It  was  necessary  at  once  to  abandon 
our  position.  The  brigade  retired  back  to  the 
woods,  procured  ammunition,  and  took  position 
in  line  on  the  left  of  Robinson's  brigade.  Here, 
receiving  an  order  from  Brigadier-General  John- 
son, the  brigade,  under  Colonel  Coleman,  upon 
whom  the  command  had  devolved,  advanced 
forward  and  to  the  left,  about  half  a  mile,  to  the 
support  of  Johnson's  brigade,  which  waa  sup- 
porting Robinson's  battery,  which  was  stationed 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  Lookout 
Valley  road,  at  which  point  the  force  there  were 
resisting  with  difficulty  the  determined  advance 
of  the  enemy  in  heavy  force.  In  a  few  minutes 
General  Johnson  ordered  our  advance,  when, 
passing  the  line  immediately  supporting  the 
battery,  which  line  also  advanced,  we  charged 
over  the  hill  upon  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  pro- 
tracted and  obstinate  resistance,  a  brigade  on 
our  right  and  Manigault's  brigade,  on  the  ridge 
to  our  left,  advancing  on  parallel  lines  to  us,  the 
enemy  were  completely  driven  from  the  position. 
In  this  conflict  we  suffered  much  from  a  flank- 
ing fire,  arising  from  tardy  support  on  our  left. 

The  artillery,  Captain  Culpeper,  having  as- 
sisted in  repulsing  the  enemy  at  half-past  nine  A. 
M.,  was  placed  in  position  by  General  Law,  with 
his  battery,  and  remained  there  during  the  day. 
I  take  great  pleasure  and  pride  in  saying  that 
the  whole  brigade  behaved  most  nobly  during 
all  the  fighting  of  both  days,  being  uniformly 
in  advance  of  all  others  in  every  onset.  Its 
losses  and  its  trophies  bear  ample  testimony  to 
its  good  conduct.  In  another  report  I  propose 
to  particularize  individual  instances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  COLEMAN, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade- 
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Tabular  Statement  of  Total  Aggregates  of  McNair's  Brigade  engaged  at  Chickamauga,  September 
eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth,  1863. 


COMMAND. 

TOTAL. 

AGGREGATE. 

No.  OF  ROUNDS  FIRED. 

FifH  and  Staff                            •••• 

2 

254 

273 

70 

385 

415 

70 

125 

139 

70 

232 

247 

80 

111 

1S3 

80 

1,107 

1,209 

About  75 

Culpeper's  battery  S  C   artillery              

80 

84 

SOI  shots. 

One  caisson  exploded,  two  horses  killed  and  six  wounded  ;  one  set  wheel  harness  damaged. 


HENRY  WALDROP, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 


D.  COLEMAN, 

Colonel,  commanding  McXair's  Brigade. 


Tabular  Statement  of  Casualties  in  McNairs  Brigade  at  Chickamauga,  on  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 

and  twentieth  of  "September,  1863. 


WOUNDED 

COMMAND. 

KILLED. 

Mortally. 

Hovorely. 

S 

Missmo. 

TOTAL. 

Field  and  Staff          .                 

1 

1 

n 

14 

3 

39 

54 

16 

106 

14 

4 

85 

31 

29 

103 

Second  Arkansas                               

3 

1 

15 

27 

3         ** 

52 

Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina                                         

10 

4 

46 

40 

3 

103 

Twenty-fifth  Arkansas  ,        

7 

4 

26 

21 

3 

61 

Culpeper's  S  C  battery                         

5 

9 

14 

51 

16 

157 

163 

54 

441 

HENRY  WALDROP, 

A.  A.  A.  General, 


A  Statement  of  Captures  made  by  McNair's  Bri- 
gade at  Chickamauga,  on  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, and  twentieth  of  September,  1863. 

Ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

Several  caissons,  left  on  the  field  and  brought 
off  aftewards. 

Six  first-class  ordnance  wagons. 

Six  wagon  loads  of  small  ammunition. 

Brought  off  the  field  eight  hundred  fine  rifles. 

Piled  up,  for  ordnance  wagons,  two  thousand 
rifles. 

Brought  off  the  field  twenty-six  artillery 
horses. 

Two  stand  of  colors—  one  Eighth  Kansas,  the 
other  not  remembered. 


D.  COLEMAN, 
Colonel,  commanding  McNair's  Brigade. 


One  taken  from  private  Harry  Barger,  Com- 
pany I,  Twenty-fifth  Arkansas,  by  force,  after 
capturing  it  himself,  by  an  officer  ranking  First 
Lieutenant,  of  Maney's  brigade. 

D.  COLEMAN, 

Colonel,  commanding  McNair's  Brigade. 

HENRY  WALDROP, 

A.  A.  A.  General. 


REPORT   OF   COLONEL   JOHN  S.   FULTON.   COMMANDING 
BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  BRIGADE,  \ 
September  30,  1863.         / 

Captain    W.    T.   Blakemore,  Acting   Assistant 

Adjutant-  Gen  eral : 

I  have  to  report  the  action  taken  with  the 
enemy  by  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twen- 
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ty-third,  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiments 
composing  this  brigade,  and  Company  E,  of  the 
Ninth  Georgia  battalion  of  artillery,  a  battery 
of  two  howitzers  and  two  small  rifle  pieces, 
commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  W.  S.  Everett 
in  an  affair  at  and  from  Ringgold  to  Chickarnau- 
ga  Creek,  on  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
instant,  and  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant. 

By  order  from  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  this 
brigade  moved  at  three  p.  M.  on  the  seventeenth 
instant,  from  its  encampment,  three  miles  south 
of  Ringgold,  on  the  Ringgold  and  Dalton  road, 
in  the  following  order :  Twenty-fifth,  Forty- 
fourth,  Twenty-third,  and  Seventeenth  Tennes- 
see regiments.  On  our  approaching  Ringgold, 
a  supply  train  on  its  way  to  Ring-gold  had  been 
reversed  and  was  rapidly  returning.  At  this 
juncture  I  received  an  order  from  General  B.  R. 
Johnson  to  form  the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  at 
the  foot  of  Taylor's  Ridge,  and  throw  forward 
skirmishers  to  hold  Ringgold.  The  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee  regiment,  being  in  front,  took 
position  on  its  right  flank,  to  protect  the  wagons, 
rapidly  moving  to  the  rear.  The  brigade  was 
formed  in  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  Taylor's 
Ridge,  the  Forty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ten- 
nessee regiments  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and 
the  Twenty-third  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
regiments  on  the  left.  A  company  from  each 
regiment  was  sent,  in  charge  of  Major  Davis,  to 
hold  Ringgold,  with  a  detachment  of  Scott's 
cavalry  on  my  flanks.  A  section  of  the  battery 
was  placed  on  my  extreme  right  on  elevated 
ground,  where  I  ordered  it  to  open  upon  the 
enemy's  battery,  posted  on  the  hill  above  and  to 
the  northwest  of  Ringgold,  which  had  fired  two 
shots  into  the  town.  After  firing  eight  rounds 
I  dislodged  the  enemy,  who  was  pursued  by 
Colonel  Scott's  cavalry,  with  a  section  of  Ever- 
ett's battery,  six  miles.  He  (Colonel  Scott)  hav- 
ing reached  their  encampment,  a  few  rounds  of 
grape  and  canister  were  fired  among  the  enemy's 
camp-fires,  when  Colonel  Scott,  with  the  section 
of  artillery,  retired.  The  brigade  rested  on 
their  arms,  in  line  of  battle,  during  the  night. 
Rations  were  cooked  and  in  haversacks  by  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  instant, 
when  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  Leek's 
tan-yard.  After  marchi»g  a  short  distance,  the 
line  of  march  was  changed.  The  brigade  coun- 
termarched and  followed  the  enemy  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Chattanooga,  and,  having  reached  Kee- 
ler's  (over-shot)  mill,  we  found  that  the  enemy 
were  near  us.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward,  to- 
gether with  the  left  wing  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Tennessee  regiment,  under  General  Forrest,  fol- 
lowed by  the  right  of  that  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McEwen,  Jr.  Lieu- 
tenant Everett  fired  a  few  rounds  on  the  enemy, 
under  direction  of  General  Forrest.  The  skir- 
mishers of  the  seventeenth  Tennesee  regiment 
engaged  the  cavalry  pickets  of  the  enemy,  kill- 
ing three  men  and  mortally  wounding  one.  The 
enemy's  skirmishers  having  been  driven  back, 


the  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty-third,  and  seventeenth 
regiments  were  moved  forward,  crossing  Pea- 
vine  Creek,  some  six  hundred  yard^  from  our 
first  position  into  and  over  a  corn  field  where 
these  regiments  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle. The  enemy  had  taken  his  position  in  the 
corn  field  opposite,  running  to  a  high  ridge  near 
the  junction  of  the  Graysvillc  and  Lafayette, 
Ringgold  and  Chattanooga  roads.  A  section  of 
the  First  Missouri  battery,  Bledsoe's,  having 
been  placed  in  position  on  my  left  by  Generals 
Johnson  and  Forrest,  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  (the  Forty-fourth  was  now  brought 
to  the  right  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment), the  firing  from  this  battery  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  and,  after  shelling  the 
woods  in  our  front,  I  again  received  an  order  to 
advance  in  line  of  battle.  My  skirmishers  were 
kept  deployed  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
yards,  which  distance  they  kept,  passing  over 
the  ridge  (a  strong  position)  and  forward  to 
Reed's  Bridge,  across  which  the  enemy  had 
moved  and  taken  position  jn  the  woods  beyond. 
Before  reaching  the  bridge,  Reed's,  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  was  detached  and  sent  by 
General  Forrest  to  the  left  to  attack  a  force  of 
the  Federals  at  their  principal  encampment. 
Before  gaining  this  position,  however,  the  ene- 
my fled.  The  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  whilst  approaching  Reed's  Bridge, 
became  engaged,  and  the  Twenty-third  Tennes- 
see regiment  voluntarily  pushed  forward  with  a 
yell  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  bridge  be- 
fore it  could  be  destroyed.  Here  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  had  five  men  wounded,  one  of 
whom,  Private  A.  Melton,  color-bearer,  when 
obliged  to  give  up  his  colors,  called  upon  his 
successor  to  carry  them  forward  "  ahead  of 
every  thing  else."  Skirmishers  were  immedi- 
ately sent  over  the  bridge  and  deployed,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Forty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  and 
Twenty-third  Tennessee  regiments,  which  filed 
to  the  right  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards, 
through  a  corn  field.  The  enemy  now  opened  a 
battery  upon  the  bridge,  one  of  its  shells  wound- 
ing Lieutenant  Hastings,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee,  which  regiment  was  returning  to 
rejoin  the  brigade  and  crossed  the  bridge  under 
the  enemy's  fire  of  artillery.  A  section  of  First 
Missouri  (Bledsoe's)  battery,  of  the  reserve  artil- 
.ery,  opened  fire  and  drove  the  enemy's  battery 
Tom  its  position. 

The  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, 
changing  direction,  to  the  right,  and  moved  in 
ine  to  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  were 
lalted  and  remained  for  the  brigade  on  our  left 
Gregg's)  to  come  up. 

Gregg's  brigade  moved  forward,  followed  by 
Tohnson's,  which  after  marching  some  six  hun- 
dred yards,  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  was 
detached  to  guard  our  wagon  train.  Having 
marched  some  two  and  a  half  miles  by  the  flank, 
Gregg's  brigade  became  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my. We  changed  front  forward  on  left  com- 
)any,  left  battalion,  and  moved  up  on  line  with 
ther  troops  on  our  left,  and  rested  on  our  arms 
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during  the  night,  one-third  of  the  men  being 
required  to  be  awake,  and  skirmishers  deployed 
in  our  front. 

Saturday,  September  nineteenth.  Early  this 
morning  a  detail  of  intelligent  men  was  made, 
five  from  each  regiment,  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my's line.  They  reported  to  me,  about  ten  A.  M., 
the  enemy  one  and  a  quarter  miles  distant  and 
in  our  front.  The  Forty-Tourth  Tennessee  took 
its  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  the 
line  of  the  brigade  conformed  to  that  of  Gregg's, 
on  our  left,  and  Robinson's,  on  our  right,  which 
encompassed  the  top  of  a  low  ridge.  The  firing 
commenced  on  our  right  about  eight  A.  M.,  and 
continued  along  the  line  until  Cheatham  became 
engaged. 

About  one  p.  M.,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee,  as  well  as  those  of  Gregg's 
brigade,  were  driven  in.  A  general  engagement 
was  now  commenced  on  our  left,  the  left  com- 
panies of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  participat- 
ing by  firing  obliquely  to  the  left.  At  this  time 
Everett's  battery  was  placed  behind  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  the  fire  ot 
which  drove  the  enemy  back  at  this  point. 

Shortly  after,  the  command  to  move  forward 
was  given,  the  left  regiment  to  touch  to  the 
right  until  we  reached  the  road,  when  the  right 
would  move  slowly,  that  the  left  may  come  up 
to  the  road,  thus  to  change  direction  slightly  to 
the  right.  But  this  order  was  not  fully  carried 
out.  We  did  not  advance  exceeding  seven 
hundred  yards,  when  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  us,  and  we  became  hotly  engaged.  The 
enemy  had  planted  a  battery,  which  struck  about 
the  centre  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, and  which  opened  upon  our  advancing 
lines,  throwing,  in  rapid  succession,  grape  and 
canister,  and  supported  by  infantry,  whose  fire 
of  small  arms  was  heavy,  well  directed  and  dis- 
astrous. The  entire  brigade  now  became  hotly 
engaged  (during  this  engagement  Major  Lowe, 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  was  wounded), 
which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the  enemy  making 
a  stubborn  resistance,  gradually  retiring,  he 
having  advantage  of  both  under-growth  and 
ground,  but  finally  was  driven  across  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road.  The  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  on  approaching  the  road, 
was  halted  and  opened  fire  .on  the  enemy  in  its 
front,  distant  about  two  hundred  yards,  in  a 
woodland;  the  under-growth  having  been  cut 
out,  the  enemy  were  in  full  view.  The  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee  was  still  engaging  the  enemy. 
The  Twenty-fifth  and  a  portion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments  crossed  the  road,  the 
other  portion  of  the  Twenty-third  being  with  the 
Seventeenth  Tennessee,  and  gained  the  cover  of 
the  woods,  and  moved  to  the  flank  of  the  ene- 
my's battery,  still  firing  upon  the  right  of  our 
line,  at  right  angles  with  my  present  line,  gain- 
ing a  fence,  under  which  they  opened  fire,  de- 
livering several  volleys,  ceased  firing,  re-loaded, 
and  charged  the  battery,  driving  the  enemy's 
gunners  from  their  guns  and  killing  several 
horses.  The  caissons  were  moved  off  by  the 


enemy,  leaving  their  pieces  on  the  field.  The 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  and  the  other  portion  of 
the  Twenty-third  Tennessee  had  crossed  the 
road,  having  driven  the  enemy.  The  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  here  lost  an  officer  killed,  two 
officers  and'  about  twenty  men  wounded.  In 
this  engagement  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee 
suffered  heavily,  sustaining  a  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded.  A  portion  of  Robinson's  extreme 
left  (Texans)  and  part  of  the  Forty-fourth  Ten- 
nessee had  been  driven  back,  but  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  crossed 
the  road.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel  McEwen, 
Jr.,  five  company  officers  (Cap' tain  Jackson  one  of 
the  number),  and  fifty  men  were  wounded  and 
six  men  killed ;  among  the  latter,  Sergeant  T. 
A.  Johnson,  color-bearer,  one  of  the  bravest  of 
the  brave.  Lieutenanant-Colonel  McEwen,  Jr., 
however,  remained  with  his  command,  after  he 
was  wounded,  until  obliged  to  retire  from  ex- 
haustion. Lieutenant-Colonel  Tillman,  of  the 
Forty-first  Tennessee,  Gregg's  brigade,  rode  up 
to  me  at  this  time,  stating  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  down  the  road  to  my  left,  and  would 
soon  be  in  my  rear  ;  doubting  the  report,  I  sug- 
gested that  our  lines  were  connected  on  our  left, 
and  that  a  flank  or  rear  movement  could  not, 
therefore,  be  made  by  the  enemy.  I,  however, 
found  that  but  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  bri- 
gade had  moved  up  with  my  line,  and  they  had 
retired.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tillman  had  thus  lost 
sight  of  his  regiment,  and,  in  company  with  him 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd,  I  started  to  the 
road  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  correctness  of 
this  report ;  I  had  gone  but  a  short  distance 
when  I  discovered  a  column  of  the  enemy  mov- 
ing by  the  flank  in  direction  of  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  regiment,  which  rapidly  gained  its 
rear.  I  heard  distinctly  the  commander's  halt, 
front,  and  immediately  their  fire  was  pouring 
upon  our  flank  and  rear.  Here  a  general  stam- 
pede ensued,  so  sudden  and  unexpected  was  the 
movement.  We  fell  back  two  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayettte  road 
and  re-formed.  In  this  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  the  Seventeenth  Tennesse  regiment  lost 
eleven  officers,  including  their  gallant  Major 
Davis,  who  was  wounded,  and  about  sixty  men 
taken  prisoners.  The  brigade  built  temporary 
breastwork?,  behind  w-hich  it  remained  during 
the  night,  in  line  of  battle.  Our  skirmishers, 
under  Major  McCarver,  were  directed  to  occupy 
the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road,  but  this 
could  not  be  done,  the  lines  on  my  right  and 
left  not  conforming  thereto  ;  I,  however,  in- 
structed them  to  be  posted  within  fifty  yards  of 
the  road. 

Sunday,  twentieth  September.  This  morning 
my  line  connected  on  the  right  with  McNair's 
(Gregg  being  in  the  next  line  in  our  rear),  and 
General  Hindman  on  the  left.  Everett's  battery 
took  position  between  my  left  and  the  right  of 
Law's.  Shortly  after  nine  A.  M.,  the  skirmishers, 
under  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready, 
fell  back  to  the  breastworks,  bringing  those  of 
the  enemy  after  them.  A  well-directed  fire  from 
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the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  back,  leaving  many  of  his  dead  in 
our  front.  My  skirmishers  were  sent  forward 
and  very  soon  they  became  again  engaged,  the 
enemy  using  his  artillery.  About  ten  A.  M.,  a 
general  advance  was  ordered.  The  left  of  the 
brigade  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
before  it  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  the 
battle  having  commenced  some  three  hours 
earlier  on  the  right.  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
recrossed  the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
when  it  engaged  the  enemy.  The  whole  line 
crossing  the  fence,  the  engagement  became 
general.  Here  we  passed  a  house  and  garden, 
and  through  an  open  field  (it  was  here  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  was  wounded,  while  rushing  for- 
ward). On  entering  the  house,  cribs,  &c.,  many 
prisoners,  both  officers  and  men,  were  captured, 
and  here  some  fine  swords  were  taken  from  the 
enemy.  Among  the  prisoners  was  the  Colonel 
of  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois  regiment.  The 
enemy's  breastworks,  which  had  been  built  at 
intervals  along  his  line,  offered  but  a  poor 
assistance  to  the  enemy  to  resist  our  advance, 
which  was  not  only  vigorous  and  spirited,  but 
irresistible ;  we  found  he  had  a  second  line  of 
breastworks  about  eighty  yards  in  rear  of  the 
first,  made  of  logs  and  rocks,  behind  which  they 
scarcely  halted. 

Having  driven  the  enemy  from  his  first  posi- 
tion, we  halted  and  re-formed  our  line  in  front 
of  a  dense,  low,  pine  thicket.  Pressing  forward, 
we  carried  this  position,  the  dead  of  the  enemy 
showing  how  good  a  protection  lie  had  calcu- 
lated on.  We  passed  through  a  stubble  wheat 
field  to  a  ravine,  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  a 
long,  open  field,  the  upper  side  of  which  being  a 
bald  hill,  or  high  ridge,  upon  which  the  enemy 
had  a  heavy  battery  of  nine  guns,  firing  upon 
the  advancing  line  on  our  right.  Without  delay 
the  field  was  entered  and  charged  across,  and 
the  ridge,  or  bald  hill,  was  gained,  the  troops  on 
our  right  having  flanked  and  silenced  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  was  captured.  Everett's 
battery  was  immediately  brought  up,  together 
with  Dent's,  which  were  opened  upon  the 
enemy's  retreating  wagon  train,  moving  on  the 
Chattanooga  and  Crawfish  Spring  road.  I  sent 
forward  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  hollow 
beneath,  where  was  found  the  enemy's  telegraph 
running  up  the  Chattanooga  and  Crawfish  Spring 
road,  several  hundred  yards  to  our  right.  This 
telegraph  was  cut  down,  and  several  prisoners 
captured  ;  among  the  prisoners  a  staff  officer  of 
Major-General  Vancleve,  and  one  of  General 
Rosecrans'  escort,  with  their  horses  and  equip- 
ments. The  effect  of  our  batteries  was  fine,  the 
enemy  rapidly  retreating.  A  mounted  officer 
was  dispatched  to  the  troops  on  our  left,  who 
had  not  kept  pace  with  us,  with  a  flag,  to  show 
and  direct  them  to  our  position ;  they  had 
already  opened  one  of  their  batteries  upon  our 
position,  having  taken  us  for  the  enemy ;  their 
battery  was  playing  on  us  from  the  second  hill 
on  our  left.  Havin<r  received  orders  to  move  to 


the  hollow  beneath,  we  .here  changed  direction 
to  the  right,  which  threw  the  line  almost  per- 
pendicular to  the  former ;  this  done,  I  marched 
forward,  entering  a  corn  field.  Here  we  began 
to  see  the  fruits  of  our  rapid  and  continuous 
movements.  Three  twelve-pounder  brass  field 
pieces  and  three  caissons  were  here  captured, 
and  nine  four-horse  wagons,  one  of  which,  with 
four  mules  attached,  was  immediately  sent  to 
the  rear ;  three  of  these  wagons  were  laden 
with  ordnance,  the  others  with  commissary  and 
quartermasters'  stores.  Some  of  the  wagons 
were  capsized,  so  utter  was  their  confusion.  I 
immediately  found  that  my  left  flank  was 
exposed,  and  sent  forward  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  cover  both  my  left  flank  and  front, 
and  advanced  the  brigade  to  the  hill-side,  and 
there  halted.  I  also  sent  forward  a  party  to 
reconnoitre  the  front  in  advance  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers,  who,  after  an  absence  of  an  hour, 
reported  the  enemy  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
distant  and  advancing.  In  the  meantime,  I  had 
learned  of  the  enemy  having  skirmishers,  or  that 
occasional  shots  were  fired  from  the  hill  on  my 
left,  running  almost  at  right  angles  with  tbe  one 
on  which  I  was  then  resting.  I  sent  immediately 
a  company  of  skirmishers  to  reconnoitre  the  hill 
— a  few  prisoners  were  brought  in.  In  the  cor- 
ner of  the  field,  below  my  present  position,  was 
Villette's  house,  where  the  enemy  had  practised 
many  outrages  ;  the  ladies  were  found  lying  un- 
der the  floor  of  the  hou&e,  and,  when  they  saw 
the  enemy  retreating  and  our  line  advancing, 
they  broke  from  their  concealment,  shouting  and 
clapping  their  hands  for  joy.  A  delay  of  an  hour 
occurred  whilst  waiting  the  movement  of  some 
troops  to  our  left,  under  orders  from  General  B. 
R.  Johnson.  During  this  time,  however,  a  por- 
tion of  Dent's  and  Everett's-  batteries  were 
placed  in  position  in  front  of  the  brigade,  and 
we  replenished  our  cartridge-boxes  from  the 
enemy's  three  wagons,  laden  with  ordnance, 
which  had  been  captured  here. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  advanced 
to  the  top  of  the  hill,  wrhen  we  were  again  upon 
the  enemy,  who  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
Our  batteries  and  small  arms  here  were  engaging 
the  enemy  some  fifteen  minutes,  when  our  line 
fell  back  some  fifteen  paces  under  cover  of  the 
hill,  Gregg's  command,  on  my  right,  giving  back 
at  the  same  time — this,  no  doubt,  having  started 
the  backward  movement.  Just  at  this  time  the 
two  brigades  (Day's  and  one  other)  were  march- 
ing in  line  of  battle  by  the  Villette  house,  to 
connect  with  our  lines  on  the  left,  they  changing 
direction  to  the  right  for  this  purpose.  A  gen- 
eral advance  was  ordered,  and  our  batteries 
opened  simultaneously.  The  firing  was  heavy, 
and  the  enemy's  massive  columns  were  hurled 
against  our  wearied  heroes.  Again  our  line  fell 
back.  Two  brigades  now  came  up  in  our  rear ; 
one  of  these  brigades  moved  in  advance  of  us, 
and,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  fell  back  behind 
us  again.  My  line  was  again  ordered  forward, 
the  enemy  being  within  fifty  yards  of  the  bat- 
teries and  but  one  piece  firing.  Here  commenced 
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a  most  desperate  struggle  for  the  possession  of 
this  ground — Missionary  Ridge.  The  battle 
raged  furiously,  and  the  tide  of  success  wavered 
in  the  balances ;  charge  after  charge  was  re- 
pulsed, only  to  rally  and  charge  again.  Again 
our  line  fell  back,  and  the  untiring,  indomitable 
and  determined  officers  rallied  again  their  fast 
thinning  ranks,  and  again  mored  forward.  Here 
officers  and  men  behaved  most  gallantly;  ap- 
peals to  love  of  home  and  wounded  comrades, 
and  the  peril  of  the  moment,  were  made,  and 
never  did  men  rush  forward  more  eager,  daring, 
desperate  and  defiantly.  The  enemy's  treble 
lines  now  began  to  show  that  our  fire  was  terri- 
bly effective  upon  them.  Our  cartridge-boxes 
had  been  replenished  as  required,  and  still  we 
were  nearly  out.  Again  more  ammunition  was 
supplied,  and  the  conflict  continued  hot  and 
heavy.  The  enemy  was  now  slowly  giving 
back,  hard  pressed  by  our  now  shattered  rem- 
nants. Another  charge,  with  the  yells  of  the 
men  and  cheers  of  the  officers,  and  forward  we 
pressed,  only  to  discover  the  victory  was  ours, 
and  the  enemy  in  full  retreat.  This  series  of  en- 
gagements lasted  four  long  hours,  during  which 
Johnson's  brigade  won  many  laurels  and  an  imper- 
ishable name.  At  this  moment,  another  brigade 
came  up,  and  was  loudly  cheered  forward,  but  the 
enemy  made  no  resistance.  Our  ammunition 
being  (with  but  few  exceptions)  exhausted,  the 
brigade  halted  and  re-formed,  moved  forward, 
about-faced,  marched  back  some  distance  and 
formed  on  Manigault's  line.  Here  we  sent  for- 
ward pickets  to  cover  our  front,  and  several 
prisoners  were  brought  in.  The  men  rested  on 
their  arms  during  the  night,  having  on  this  day 
won  a  victory — one  of  the  most  glorious  of  the 
war.  In  this  engagement  Everett's  battery  fired 
very  effectively,  being  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight.  This  evening  he  had  one  sergeant  and 
two  men  wounded,  and  five  horses  shot  down 
by  the  enemy  during  the  engagement.  This 
morning,  whilst  firing  on  the  enemy's  wagon 
train,  he  dismounted  one  piece  of  the  enemy's 
artillery.  He  fired  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  rounds  during  the  four  days'  fight  I  com- 
mend the  officers  of  this  battery  to  favorable 
consideration  for  their  fidelity  and  good  conduct 
whilst  under  fire. 

I  have  also  to  notice  the  services  of  Lieu- 
tenant Dent,  commanding  Robinson's  battery, 
whose  fire  upon  the  enemy  was  incessant  and 
effective.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  most 
coolly  and  gallantly  during  the  day. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  attesting  to  the  gallant 
and  efficient  conduct  of  the  following  officers : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McEwen,  Jr.,  commanding 
the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Lieutenani>Colonel  Snowden,  commanding  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  regiment. 

Colonel  Keeblc,  commanding  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ready,  of  Twenty-third 
Tennessee  regiment,  wounded. 

Major  Lowe,  Tennessee  regiment, 

wounded. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Floyd,  commanding  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  regiment. 

Major  Davis,  of  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, wounded  and  captured. 

Adjutants  Cross,  Gwynn,  and  Fitzpatrick,  and 
Lieutenant  Gregg,  who  came  into  action  on  Sun- 
day morning.  Also,  Captain  Terry,  who  after 
he  was  wounded  on  Satur.day  evening,  rendered 
me  valuable  service  on  Sunday.  Mention  may 
also  be  made  of  the  following :  Private  (Ex- 
Captain)  Ridley,  of  the  Twenty-Third  Tennes- 
see, who  went  into  the  action  and  fought  man- 
fully with  a  gun,  setting  a  good  example  to  all. 
Lieutenant  Vernon,  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee,  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
bore  himself. 

On  entering  the  action  this  command  num- 
bered as  follows,  viz. : 


COMMANDS. 

OFFICERS. 

MEN. 

AGGREGATE. 

Forty  fourth  Tennessee.. 
Twenty  -fifth  Tennessee.  .  . 

28 
25 

266 
120 

294 
145 

Twenty-third  Tennessee.  . 

28 

153 

181 

Seventeenth  Tennessee.  .  . 

27 

222 

249 

Battery        .                .... 

85—954 

The  number  of  the  different  regiments  of  this 
command  was  thus  small,  the  Barefooted  men 
having  been  sent  to  the  rear  by  order  from  the 
division  commander,  as  follows : 

Forty-fourth  Tennessee,  fifty-six  men ;  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee,  twenty-three  men ;  Twenty-third 
Tennessee,  twenty-six  men;  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee, one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and  two 
officers.  Aggregate,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven. 

My  loss  was  as  follows  : 


CAPTURED 

COMHAND. 

KILLED, 

WOUNDED. 

AND 
MISSEJG. 

Forty-fourth  Tennnessee.. 
Seventeenth  Tennessee  .  .  . 

10 

88 
61 

15 
69 

Twenty-third  Tennessee.. 

8 

77 

13 

Twenty  -fifth  Tennessee.  .  . 

10 

45 

1 

Battery 

3 

Total            

28 

274 

93 

Aggregate  400. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  there 
was  no  straggling,  either  by  officers  or  men.  I 
have  also  great  satisfaction  in  noticing  the  med- 
ical appointments  of  this  brigade,  for  prompt- 
ness and  efficiency.  The  care  and  treatment 
of  the  wounded  by  Dr.  Jackson,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee,  acting  Brigade  Surgeon  ;  Dr. 
Plummer,  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennessee  ;  Dr. 
Harris  and  Dr.  Jones,  of  the  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee ;  and  Drs.  Fryar  and  Jackson,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee.  Also,  I  return  my 
thanks  to  Dr.  John  Gannaway,  who  volunteered 
his  services  and  rendered  himself  useful  in  a 
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high  degree.  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  wound- 
ed of  this  brigade  received  attention  second  to 
no  other  brigade  in  the  army  commanded  by 
General  Bragg. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  capture  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores :  Three  hundred  En- 
field  rifles  (in  train)  ;  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred Enfield  rifles,  different  calibres,  stacked  on 
field  ;  total,  two  thousand  five  hundred.  Sixty- 
nine  thousand  Eufield  cartridges,  calibre  five 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  (in  train) ;  thirty-five 
thousand  Enfield  cartridges  issued  from  enemy's 
wagons  ;  fifty  thousand  piled  with  small  arms  ; 
total,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand. 

Of  the  wagons  captured  this  day,  nine  (four- 
horse)  were  secured  by  this  brigade  ;  one,  with 
team,  for  ordnance  train.  Also,  three  wagon 
loads  of  accoutrements. 

Lieutenant  Lake,  in  charge  of  the  division  ord- 
nance train,  has  made  the  foregoing  report  to 
me.  The  pro  rala  of  this  capture  is  due  to 
Johnson's  brigade,  viz. :  One  hundred  Enfield 
rifles,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three  guns,  dif- 
ferent calibre,  stacked  on  the  field  ;  total,  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three.  Twenty-three  thou- 
sand Enfield  cartridges ;  eleven  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  issued  from  the  enemy's 
wagons ;  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  piled  with  small  arms ;  total,  fifty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
One  wagon  load  of  accoutrements  I  have  also 
to  enumerate.  Three  brass  twelve-pounder  can- 
non ;  three  caissons  for  cannon,  captured  on  the 
field  on  Sunday  evening  by  this  brigade  as  men- 
tioned in  this  report,  one  of  which  was  hauled 
to  the  rear  by  Lieutenant  Everett,  commanding 
my  battery,  "  attached."  I  would  also  state  that 
one  of  the  above  guns  was  manned  by  men 
(artillerists)  from  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  regiments,  and  used,  under 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Dent,  with  good  effect 
on  the  enemy  during  the  four  hours'  contest  on 
Sunday  evening.  I  have  also  to  mention  Ord- 
nance-feergeant  J.  F.  Baxter,  wounded  on  the 
field.  This  man  is  an  untiring  officer  and  faith- 
ful to  his  trust. 

The  provost  guard,  under  Lieutenants  Ewing 
and  Orr,  rendered  invaluable  service.  I  am 
pleased  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Private  Turner 
Goodall,  of  the  provost  guard,  who,  in  the  thick- 
est of  the  fight  on  Sunday  evening,  seeing  the 
men  all  so  gallantly  at  work  and  hard  pressed, 
came  up  with  his  gun  and  fought  manfully 
through  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  by  words 
of  encouragement  to  his  fellow-soldiers  and 
example,  did  his  whole  duty  as  a  soldier  and 
provost  guard. 

The  capture  of  prisoners  by  this  brigade  in 
the  two  days'  fight  exceeds  six  hundred  men 
and  officers  sent  to  the  rear.  I  would  also  men- 
tion Lieutenant  Ewing,  of  the  provost  guard, 
from  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  regiment,  who, 
finding  that  the  officers  of  his  company  had  all 
been  placed  hors  de  combat,  asked  permission 
and  returned  to  take  command  of  his  coinpany 
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on  Sunday  morning.    He  is  a  worthy  and  prom- 
ising officer. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  articles  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy,  and  secured  by  Dr.  John 
W.  Ternpleton  for  the  use  of  the  brigade  :  one 
two-horse  spring  ambulance,  seventy  dozen  ban- 
dages, two  pounds  opium,  and  other  medicines, 
one  dozen  sets  splints.  Dr.  Templeton  is  the 
Hospital-Steward  of  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee 
regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  FULTON, 

Colonel,  commanding  Johnson's  Brigade . 


REPORT  OF  COL.  D.  C.  GOVAN,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE 

HEADQUARTERS  LJDDELL'S  BRIGADE,  1 

MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  October  6,  1863. J 

Captain  G.  A.   Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade 
in  the  recent  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  the  nine- 
teenth and  twentieth  of  September,  1863  : 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  about  two 
o'clock  P.  M.,  I,  with  General  Walthall's  brigade, 
forming  a  reserve  division,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  in  Walker's  corps,  arrived  in  front 
of  Alexander's  Bridge,  on  West  Chickamauga 
Creek.  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward,  sup- 
porting General  Walthall's  brigade  in  an  attack 
to  gain  possession  of  the  bridge,  then  held  by 
the  enemy.  Walthall's  brigade,  moving  forward, 
soon  engaged  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  dense 
thicket  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  near  the 
bridge.  After  (firing  several  volleys  he  hastily 
retreated,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  bridge, 
which  was,  however,  rendered  useless,  the 
planks  having  been  removed.  The  brigade  was 
not  actively  engaged,  excepting  the  skirmishers, 
who  were  thrown  forward  on  General  Walthall's 
left  to  the  creek,  sustaining  a  loss  of  one  killed 
and  five  wounded.  Moving  down  the  creek 
one  and  a  half  miles,  I  crossed  at  Byron's  Ford, 
and  bivouacked  about  one  mile  from  the  ford. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I 
moved  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  and  halted 
in  a  position  nearly  opposite  Alexander's  Bridge. 
While  here,  awaiting  orders,  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  was  moving 
around  to  turn  our  right  flank.  Wilson's  and 
Ector's  brigades  were  already  engaged,  and 
were  being  heavily  pressed.  About  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  to 
their  support.  Walthall's  brigade,  being  on  my 
right,  formed  line  of  battle  facing  northward. 
Moving  forward  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  I 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  by  a  charge 
in  driving  him  from  his  position,  capturing  his 
artillery  and  three  or  four  hundred  prisoners. 
Pursuing  this  advantage,  I  encountered  his  sec- 
ond line,  which  was  also  routed  after  a  hotly 
contested  fight,  again  leaving  his  artillery  in  our 
possession.  I  had  previously  been  cautioned 
by  General  Liddell  to  look  well  to  my  left  flank, 
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as" a  force  of  the  enemy  were  reported  advanc- 
ing in  that  direction.  I  accordingly  instructed 
Colonel  Gillespie,  commanding  the  left  regiment 
of  the  brigade,  to  protect  his  left  by  throwing 
skirmishers  well  on  his  flank,  and,  in  case  of 
being  attacked  from  that  direction,  to  change 
his  front  so  as  to  meet  the  attack.  About  the 
time,  or  just  previous  to  engaging  the  third 
line,  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  moved  on 
my  left  flank.  The  left  regiment,  according 
to  my  instructions,  changed  front  so  as  to 
meet  it,  while  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  engaged  him  in  front.  This  over- 
whelming force,  which  attacked  my  left  flank 
and  had  gained  my  rear,  forced  me  to  retire  ; 
which  movement  I  executed  by  the  flank, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  capture  of  a  portion  of 
the  brigade,  and  reformed  my  line  in  rear  of 
General  Cheatham's  division,  then  moving  into 
position.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  we 
had  engaged  the  whole  of  General  Thomas' 
(Federal)  corps.  The  two  lines  which  I  had 
driven  back  in  confusion  were  composed  in  part 
of  the  Fifth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Twenty-first  regiments  regular  United  States 
army.  Four  hundred  men  and  some  officers  be- 
longing to  these  regiments  were  captured  and 
safely  sent  to  the  rear,  together  with  three  Par- 
rott  guns,  composing  a  part  of  Loomis'  battery, 
designated  as  Company  H,  Fifth  artillery,  United 
States  army ;  which  were  sent  to  the  rear  under 
charge  of  three  men  belonging  to  the  First 
Louisiana  regiment,  and  delivered  to  Major 
Palmer,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Walker's  corps. 
One  piece,  a  James  rifle  gun,  captured  by  the 
Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  regiments,  was 
carried  to  the  rear  by  hand  by  men  belonging 
to  that  regiment,  and  delivered  to  Lieutenant 
Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  battery.  The 
other  pieces  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
driven  (the  horses  attached  to  them  being  either 
killed  or  disabled),  we  were  compelled  to  leave 
behind  when  we  retired.  This  engagement 
lasted  nearly  two  hours. 

In  the  fight  many  gallant  officers  and  privates 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  first  was 
Colonel  L.  Featherston,  commanding  Fifth  and 
Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiments,  who  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  regi- 
ment, and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baucum,  command- 
ing Eighth  Arkansas  and  First  Louisiana  regi- 
ments, severely  wounded,  while  carrying  the 
colors  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Late  in  the 
evening  I  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  right,  on 
the  prolongation  of  the  line  occupied  by  Gen- 
eral Cheatham,  facing  westward,  with  Walthall's 
brigade  on  my  left.  Moving  forward  I  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  no  considerable  force  of  I 
the  enemy 'in  my  front,  the  firing  indicating  him 
to  be  in  the  immediate  front  of  General  Walt- 
hall  in  force.  My  left  regiment,  the  Sixth  and 
Seventh  Arkansas,  gave  way,  and  moved  about 
two  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  being,  as  they 
informed  me,  enfiladed  and  fired  into.  While  in 
this  position,  one  of  our  own  batteries  in  rear 
fired  over  my  lines  and  slightly  wounded  several 


of  my  men.  The  fire  from  the  battery  continu- 
ing, I  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  and  by 
the  left  flank,  and  formed  on  Walthall's  right,  iii 
which  position  we  remained  during  the  night. 
I  was  informed  by  several  officers  that  there 
was  a  battery  immediately  in  front  of  the  last 
position  occupied,  which  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned, and  which  I  might  have  had  conveyed  to 
the  rear  if  I  had  ascertained  the  fact  sooner. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  about  nine 
o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the 
extreme  right,  supporting  Major-General  Breck- 
inridge's  division.  About  noon  I  was  ordered 
to  advance,  making  a  slight  change  of  direction 
to  the  left.  While  executing  this  movement,  I 
was  ordered  by  one  of  Lieutenant-General  Folk's 
staff  officers  to  the  assistance  of  Gist's  brigade, 
which  was  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy.  The 
officer  could  only  give  me  general  direction  as 
to  where  General  Gist's  brigade  was  engaged. 
Encountering  no  enemy  in  my  front,  I  com- 
menced changing  direction  to  the  left,  so  as  to 
meet  the  enemy,  who  had  opened  fire  upon  me 
from  the  edge  of  the  woods  immediately  on  my 
left  flank.  This  movement,  difficult  at  all  times, 
was  executed  across  an  open  field,  in  an  exposed 
position  and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry. 
The  brigade  pressed  gallantly  forward,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position 
in  the  woods.  Continuing  this  circular  move- 
ment to  the  left,  the  left  regiment  pressed  up  to 
an  angle  of  the  enemy's  fortifications,  while  the 
right  continued  to  press  the  enemy  across  an 
open  field,  until  I  had  reached  a  position  form- 
ing an  acute  angle  with  our  original  direction, 
and  almost  immediately  in  rear  of  a  line  of  the 
enemy's  strongest  breastworks. 

Gist's  brigade,  which  I  had  not  succeeded  in 
finding,  had  fallen  back  about  the  time  I  had 
engaged  the  enemy.  I  was  thus  completely 
isolated  from  our  line.  I  would  here  state  that 
Walthall's  brigade  had  previously  been  sent  to 
another  part  of  the  field. 

The  enemy,  being  massed  in  heavy  force  be- 
hind his  breastworks,  and  perceiving  the  inter- 
val between  my  left  and  the  right  of  our'  lines, 
made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  my  left,  and 
succeeded,  by  enfilading  and  overlapping  it,  in 
breaking  it,  and  thus,  while  the  right  was  driv- 
ing the  enemy,  it  was  in  danger  of  being  cap- 
tured. This  was  only  obviated  by  the  greatest 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  regimental  commanders, 
who,  after  they  had  succeeded  in  halting  their 
commands,  moved  by  the  right  flank,  and,  by  a 
circuitous  route,  succeeded  in  rejoining  the 
command.  I  immediately  re-formed  the  line  and 
was  placed  in  position  in  the  front  line,  on  the 
left  of  General  Walthall's  brigade. 

About  five  o'clock  p.  M.,  orders  were  received 
to  advance.  There  was  a  considerable  interval 
between  me  and  Jackson's  brigade,  next  on  my 
left,  which  fact  was  represented  to  General  Lid- 
dell,  and  by  him  communicated  to  General 
Walter.  The  movement  commenced,  I,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders,  conforming  my  movements  to 
1hose  of  General  Walthall's  brigade,  next  on  my 
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right,  I  passed  on,  moving  square  to  the  front, 
two  regiments  passing  through  an  open  field, 
through  which  I  had  executed  the  change  of 
direction  to  the  left  in  the  engagement  last 
mentioned.  The  skirmishers  in  my  front  devel- 
oped no  enemy. 

But  before  reaching  the  Chattanooga  and 
Lafayette  road,  Captain  Stringfellow,  First  Loui- 
isiana,  in  command  of  the  skirmishers,  reported 
to  me  that  he  saw  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
in  position,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  my  left  flank,  on  either  side  of  the 
above  mentioned  road,  supported  by  a  long 
line  of  infantry.  Jackson's  brigade,  which 
was  some  distance  to  my  left  and  rear,  having 
engaged  the  enemy  in  his  front,  had  halted, 
thus  leaving  my  left  entirely  unprotected. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain Stringfellow  to  be  correct,  discovering 
the  enemy  to  be  in  position  as  he  represented. 
It  was  impossible,  from  the  disposition  of 
the  enemy's  force,  for  me  to  extricate  my- 
self by  changing  my  front.  Reaching  a  position 
just  acrosss  the  road,  and  on  a  line  with 
General  WalthalTs  left,  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie 
down.  The  enemy  immediately  opened  fire 
from  the  two  batteries  on  my  left,  and  also  with 
small  arms  ;  while  two  batteries,  afterwards  as- 
certained to  be  on  General  Walthall's  right, 
opened  almost  at  the  same  time.  Under  this 
heavy  and  galling  fire,  no  other  alternative  was 
left  but  to  withdraw  the  brigade  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  save  it  from  annihilation  or  capture. 
The  brigade  retreated  in  considerable  confusion, 
but  was  promptly  rallied,  and  re-formed  some 
three  or  four  hundred  yards  in  rear. 

Shortly  afterwards,  I  again  advanced  to  a  po- 
sition near  the  house  of  McDonald,  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga and  Lafayette  road,  and  some  distance 
to  the  right  of  the  position  from  which  I  had 
just  been  driven.  Just  about  this  time  the  ene- 
my's line  gave  way  in  every  quarter,  and  the 
battle  was  ended. 

The  loss  in  officers  and  privates  was  very 
heavy,  being  over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  number 
carried  into  the  fight,  a  report  of  which  is  here- 
with forwarded. 

For  instances  of  individual  bravery  and  skill 
among  company  officers  and  privates,  I  refer  you 
to  reports  of  regimental  commanders.  Among 
the  field  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonels  John  L. 
Murray  and  R.  F.  Harvey,  the  former  command- 
ing the  Fifth  and  Thirteenth  Arkansas  regiments, 
the  latter  the  Second  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas 
regiments,  were  particularly  distinguished  for 
their  gallantry  during  the  engagements ;  and  by 
their  coolness  and  skill,  on  two  occasions,  saved 
their  regiments  from  capture.  I  strongly  recom- 
mend the  first  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray)  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  President  as 
one  particularly  distinguished  for  his  skill  and 
gallantry  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  To 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harvey,  then  commanding 
the  Second  and  Fifteenth  regiments,  an  equal 
meed  of  praise  is  due,  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
service,  this  gallant  officer  died  on  the  30th  in- 


stant of  disease  contracted  by  over-exertions  ou 
the  field,  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Captain  Fletcher,  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
Arkansas  regiment,  I  am  indebted  for  saving 
one  piece  of  Swett's  battery,  which  had  several 
horses  disabled,  and,  but  for  his  timely  efforts, 
would  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  He 
seized  the  colors  of  the  Second  and  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  regiments  and  rallied  enough  men  to 
drive  back  the  enemy,  whose  skirmishers  were 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  gun. 

Lieutenant  Shannon,  commanding  Swett's  bat- 
tery, handled  it  with  distinguished  skill  and  gal- 
lantry, and  most  effectively,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity offered. 

The  members  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  J.  Gi. 
Warfield,  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 
General;  Lieutenant  W.  L.  Laurie,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  and  Lieutenant  G.  T.  Snow- 
den,  Aid-de-Camp,  rendered  me  efficient  aid,  and 
were  always  at  my  command. 

In  conclusion,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  bri- 
gade which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  and 
with  which  I  had  been  associated  in  ah1  the  hard- 
contested  battles  in  the  West,  from  Shiloh  to 
this  last  memorable  one,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  they  never  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  in 
their  front,  and  advanced  each  time  with  a  single 
line,  unsupported,  and  with  one  or  the  other  of 
my  flanks  unprotected,  and  that  on  no  former 
occasion  was  their  courage  and  endurance  more 
severely  tested,  nor  in  any  previous  battle  did 
they  ever  exhibit  more  determined  bravery  and 
gallantry. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  GOVAN, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT    OF   COL.   R.   Q.   MILLS,   COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  DESHLER'S  BRIGADE,     \ 
MISSIONARY  RIDGE,  October  6,  1863.  J 

Captain  J.  A.  Buck,  A.  A.  General,  Cleburne's 

Division : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from 
general  headquarters,  I  herewith  submit  my 
report  of  the  action  of  this  brigade  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  ultimo  : 

This  brigade,  composed  of  Colonel  Wilkes' 
Texas  regiment,  Colonel  Mills'  Texas  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchinson's  Arkansas  regi- 
ment, and  Captain  Douglas'  Texas  battery,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  James  Deshler, 
moved  about  three  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  Saturday, 
the  nineteenth  ultimo,  from  a  point  near  the 
junction  of  the  Lafayette  and  McLemore's  Val- 
ley roads,  towards  our  extreme  right,  and  in 
rear  and  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle.  About 
half-past  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  we  crossed  a  branch 
of  the  Chickamauga  and  moved  directly  and 
hastily  forward  to  the  extreme  right,  where  the 
battle  seemed  raging  with  great  fierceness. 
After  passing,  for  some  time,  through  swarms 
of  stragglers,  prisoners,  and  wounded,  we  ar- 
rived on  the  line,  and  were  formed,  facing  our 
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right  flank,  and  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
and  proceeded  some  two  hundred  }rards,  when 
the  brigade  was  halted  and  ordered  to  lie  down. 
In  a  few  minutes  we  rose  up  and  advanced  to 
the  front,  and  occupied  some  time  in  getting 
our  position. 

It  was  now  getting  dark,  but  the  firing  was 
still  heavy  and  constant  between  the  enemy  and 
some  brigade  opposite  our  extreme  right  and 
perpendicular  to  our  line.  We  were  not  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  from  his  right  flank,  where 
he  had  a  battery  of  artillery  firing  at  the  troops 
on  our  right.  We  remained  here  some  minutes. 
Brigadier-General  Deshler  did  not  know  but 
that'  the  battery  was  our  own,  and  declined  to 
advance  on  it  in  the  dark  ;  it  being  then  impos- 
sible to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  The  con- 
test in  front  of  our  right  was  soon  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Confederates.  The  enemy  was 
beaten  back,  and  there  was  a  temporary  lull  on 
the  field.  The  skirmishers  from  Colonel  Wilkes' 
regiment,  in  moving  forward  in  the  dark,  came 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  on  the  enemy's  line 
and  were  captured.  He,  in  attempting  to  re- 
treat from  the  brigade  in  his  front,  as  unexpect- 
edly came  upon  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment  on  his 
flank,  where  he  was  greeted  with  a  volley  that 
killed  and  wounded  several  and  caused  them  to 
propose  a  surrender,  when  about  one  hundred 
prisoners,  including  several  officers,  were  taken, 
together  with  two  stand  of  colors  from  the 
Seventy-seventh  Illinois  and  the  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania,  by  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment, 
against  which  the  main  force  came.  Some 
dozen  or  more  were  taken,  each,  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson.  In  this  affair  Colonel  Wilkes  also  recap- 
tured his  skirmishers.  This,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  occasional  firing  by  our  skirmishers, 
terminated  the  fighting  for  the  night.  We 
moved  back  several  hundred  yards  and  formed 
line  of  battle,  and  lay  down  to  rest  till  morn- 
ing. In  the  night  our  line  was  again  re-formed, 
throwing  forward  our  left  wing. 

About  half-past  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning 
of  the  twentieth,  we  moved  off  a  short  distance 
by  the  left  flank,  and  then  advanced  to  the  front, 
passing  through  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Cheatham's  division.  Having  gained  an  open 
ground  several  hundred  yards  in  our  front,  the 
enemy  began,  from  one  or  two  long-range  guns, 
to  shell  our  line,  and,  as  we  approached  nearer, 
gave  us  several  shots  of  canister,  killing  and 
wounding  some  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  We 
finally  arrived,  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the 
ground  we  were  ordered  to  occupy.  We  found  j 
it  being  hastily  abandoned  by  the  troops  who 
were  occupying  it  before  we  came.  We  ad- 
vanced to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  some  two  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  the  enemy's  barricades 
and  breastworks,  when  he  opened  a  destructive 
fire  upon  us.  We  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and 
commence  firing.  We  now  began  the  engage- 
ment in  earnest,  but  at  great  disadvantage.  The 
enemy  was  behind  his  defences,  and  we  without 
cover  ;  he  had  two  batteries  of  artillery,  we 


had  none,  our  own  battery  not  being  able  to  get 
a  position  to  give  us  aid.  Captain  Semple's 
splendid  battery  was  on  the  hill  with  us,  and  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  when  we  moved 
up  and  occupied  the  hill.  It  fired  a  few  shots, 
and  was  moved  to  some  other  portion  of  the 
field.  The  enemy  poured  on  our  heads,  from 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  a 
constant  and  terrible  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry, which  we  returned  with  our  rifles,  with 
the  same  constancy  and  stubborness. 

About  twelve  o'clock  M.,  our  supply  of  am- 
munition began  to  give  out,  and  I  sent  a  courier 
to  Brigadier-General  Deshler  to  inform  him  of 
the  fact  and  to  ask  where  we  could  get  more. 
A  few  minutes  after,  I  saw  him  coming  towards 
my  right,  some  forty  paces  from  me,  when  he 
was  struck  by  a  shell  in  the  chest  and  his  heart 
literally  torn  from  his  bosom.  I  may  pause  here 
to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our 
fallen  chief.  He  was  brave,  generous,  and  kind, 
even  to  a  fault.  Ever  watchful  and  careful  for 
the  safety  of  any  member  of  his  command,  he 
was  ever  ready  to  peril  his  own.  Refusing  to 
permit  a  staff  officer  to  endanger  his  life  in 
going  to  examine  the  cartridge-boxes  to  see 
what  amount  of  ammunition  his  men  had,  he 
cheerfully  started  himself  to  brave  the  tempest 
of  death  that  raged  on  the  crest  of  the  hill. 
He  had  gone  but  little  way  when  he  fell — fell 
as  he  would  wish  to  fah1 — in  the  very  centre  of 
his  brigade,  in  the  midst  of  the  line,  between 
the  ranks,  and  surrounded  by  the  bodies  of  his 
fallen  comrades.  He  poured  out  his  blood  upon 
the  spot  watered  by  the  best  blood  of  his  bri- 
gade. Among  the  host  of  brave  hearts  that 
were  offered  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice  for  their 
country  on  that  beautiful  Sabbath,  there  per- 
ished not  one  nobler,  braver,  or  better  than  his. 
He  lived  beloved,  and  fell  lamented  and  mourned 
by  every  officer  and  man  of  his  command.  He 
sleeps  on  the  spot  where  he  fell ;  on  the  field  of 
his  country's  victory  and  glory,  surrounded  by 
the  bodies  of  those  who  stood  around  him  in 
life,  and  lie  around  him  in  death.  A  messenger 
from  Colonel  Wilkes'  regiment  informed  me  of 
the  fact  soon  after  General  Deshler  fell,  also 
that  Colonel  Wilkes  was  wounded  and  not  with 
the  regiment. 

Just  at  this  critical  juncture  our  ammunition 
was  exhausted,  and  no  one  knew  where  to  get 
more.  I  assumed  command,  and,  supposing  that 
the  enemy  would  advance  as  soon  as  the  firing 
ceased,  I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  the  cart- 
ridge-boxes of  the  wounded  and  dead  to  be 
gathered,  and  one  round  from  them  to  be  given 
to  each  man  to  load  his  gun  with,  and  hold  his 
fire  in  reserve  to  repel  an  assault.  While  this 
order  was  being  executed,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Anderson,  who  was  on  the  left  of  my  regiment, 
sent  Lieutenant  Graham  to  inform  me  that  the 
four  left  companies  had  not  been  firing.  Being 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  he  had 
the  good  sense  to  prevent  them  from  wasting 
their  ammunition  unnecessarily.  I  immediately 
ordered  those  four  companies  to  the  front  on  the 
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hill,  where  the  fire  was  hottest,  and  ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson  to  take  comm'and 
of  them  and  hold  the  hill  at  every  hazard,  till 
I  could  get  ammunition  and  have  it  distributed. 
I  soon  procured  the  ammunition,  and  refilled  my 
cartridge-boxes.  At  this  time,  one  of  the  Major- 
General's  staff  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that 
I  was  ordered  to  hold  the  hill  on  which  the  bri- 
gade was  formed  ;  that  I  was  not  permitted  to 
advance,  and  must  not  retire  if  it  were  possible 
to  hold  my  position.  I  therefore  moved  my 
command  at  once  some  twenty  or  thirty  paces 
to  the  rear  of  the  crest,  and  on  the  side  of  the 
hill,  for  cover,  leaving  a  body  of  sharpshooters 
behind  trees  on  the  top  of  the  hill  to  keep  up  a 
fire  with  the  enemy.  The  enemy's  fire  soon 
slackened  down  to  a  contest  between  the  skir- 
mishers. At  the  same  time,  he  advanced  a  li'ne 
of  skirmishers  toward  the  open  space  between 
my  command  and  Brigadier-General  Polk,  on  my 
right.  I  soon  received  information  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coit,  then  commanding  Wilkes' 
regiment,  that  the  enemy  was  moving  around 
my  right  flank  in  force.  I  ordered  him  to  throw 
out  a  company  of  flankers  and  engage  them.  In 
less  than  twenty  minutes  I  was  informed  that 
our  skirmishers  were  retiring  before  the  enemy. 
I  immediately  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson  to  reinforce  the  skirmishers  with  one 
company  from  his  regiment,  which  was  promptly 
done.  Still  hearing  of  this  flank  movement,  I 
ordered  Captain  Kenard,  of  Lieutenan^Colonel 
Anderson's  regiment,  to  reinforce  the  other  two 
companies  with  his,  take  command  himself  of 
these  companies,  put  his  men  under  good  cover, 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  at  all  hazards.  He 
very  promptly  moved  with  his  company  to  the 
ground,  assumed  command  of  the  three  compa- 
nies, repulsed  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  held 
his  position  without  a  serious  struggle.  A  strag- 
gling fire  was  kept  up  between  the  enemy  and 
my  sharpshooters  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  j 
the  advance  of  our  left  wing  caused  him  to  aban- 
don his  works  and  take  to  his  heels.  The  troops 
of  my  command,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved 
with  the  greatest  bravery,  coolness,  and  self- 
possession  during  the  whole  engagement.  They 
advanced  with  a  steady  step,  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  shell,  canister,  and  musketry,  to  their  position, 
and  held  it  with  firmness  and  unwavering  forti- 
tude throughout  the  fight.  Texans  vied  with 
each  other  to  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the 
fame  won  by  their  brothers  on  other  fields,  and 
the  little  handful  of  Arkansas  troops  showed 
themselves  worthy  to  have  their  names  enrolled 
among  the  noblest,  bravest,  and  best  of  their  State. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  exhibit  higher 
evidences  of  courage,  patriotism,  and  pride  on 
any  other  field.  They  were  not  permitted  to 
advance,  and  would  not  retire,  but,  as  brave  men 
and  good  soldiers,  they  obeyed  the  orders  of 
their  General  and  held  the  hill.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutchin- 
son,  and  Major  Taylor,  remained  constantly  on 
the  line,  handled  their  commands  with  ability, 


and  conducted  themselves  gallantly  through  the 
entire  action. 

I  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders  for  particular  acts  of 
gallantry,  lists  of  casualties,  etc.  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  however,  to  record  here  the  names  of 
Lieutenant  Matt.  Graham,  of  Company  C,  Tenth 
Texas  regiment,  and  private  William  McCann,  of 
Company  A,  Fifteenth  Texas  regiment,  as  worthy 
of  honorable  mention  for  their  conduct,  more 
than  ordinarily  gallant,  on  the  field.  Lieutenant 
Graham  several  times  volunteered,  and  insisted 
on  being  permitted,  to  carry  orders  and  messages 
up  and  down  the  line,  where  he  was  constantly 
exposed  to  the  thickest  fire.  His  services  were 
highly  beneficial  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ander- 
son, who  speaks  of  him  in  terms  of  highest 
praise.  Private  McCann  was  under  my  own 
eye.  He  stood  upright,  cheerful,  and  self-pos- 
sessed in  the  very  hail  of  deadly  missiles,  and 
cheered  up  his  comrades  around  him.  After  he 
had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  he  gathered 
up  the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  distributed  them  to  his  comrades.  He  bore 
himself  like  a  hero  through  the  entire  contest, 
and  fell  mortally  wounded  by  the  last  volleys  of 
the  enemy.  I  promised  him  during  the  engage- 
ment that  I  would  mention  his  good  conduct, 
and,  as  he  was  borne  dying  from  the  field,  he 
turned  his  boyish  face  upon  me,  and,  with  a 
light  and  pleasant  smile,  reminded  me  of  my 
promise. 

The  First  Texas  battery,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain James  P.  Douglas,  belonging  to  Deshler's 
brigade,  was  not  engaged  on  the  nineteenth. 
On  the  twentieth  it  followed  the  brigade  as  far 
as  the  open  field,  covered  thickly  with  felled 
timber,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  follow  us 
further,  Captain  Douglas  moved  towards  our  left 
flank  and  came  into  another  field,  where  he  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He  immediately 
opened  fire  on  Douglas  from  two  of  his  batteries,, 
killing  one  of  his  horses  and  knocking  down 
one  of  his  wheels.  He  extricated  himself  from 
this  position,  and,  by  order  of  Major-General 
Cleburne,  took  position  on  the  hill  with  the  bri- 
gades of  Brigadier-Generals  Wood  and  Polk,  in 
rear  of  my  line.  He  afterwards  moved  down 
on  the  right  to  where  Brigadier-General  Polk 
was  warmly  engaging  the  enemy,  disengaged 
his  horses  and  carried  his  pieces  by  hand  in  the 
very  face  of  the  foe.  He  fired  a  few  rounds  at 
sixty  or  eighty  yards  distant  from  the  enemy, 
advancing  his  pieces  by  hand  with  the  line  of 
Brigadier-General  Folk's  brigade.  The  enemy 
were  soon  routed  and  fled  the  field.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Captain  Douglas 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  battery,  for  their 
gallant  conduct.  They  were  not  engaged  for 
any  considerable  length  of  time,  but  the  very 
short  quarters  at  which  Captain  Douglas  threw 
down  the  gauntlet  soon  decided  the  enemy  to 
yield  the  field  to  a  battery  that  could  charge  a 
brigade  of  infantry  behind  their  rifle-pits.  Cap- 
tains J.  L.  Hearne  and  B.  F.  Blackburne,  and 
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Lieutenant  G.  B.  Jewell,  of  the  brigade  staff,  are 
entitled  to  my  thanks  for  promptly  reporting  to 
me  when  Brigadier-General  Deshler  fell,  and  for 
their  valuable  services  rendered  to  me  during 
the  engagement. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  brigade,  includ- 
ing the  battery,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, was  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-three. 
I  lost  in  the  fight  fifty-two  killed  and  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

R.  Q.  MILLS, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade, 

REPORT  OF  COL.  J.  H.  LEWIS,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  HELM'S  BRIGADE,        ) 
BEFORE  CHATTANOOGA,  September  30,  1863.  j 

Major  James   Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

SIR:  The  death  of  Brigadier-General  B.  H. 
Helm  makes  it  my  duty,  as  senior  Colonel  com- 
manding, to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  bri- 
gade in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and  twen- 
tieth instant : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  eighteenth  the  bri- 

eade  took  position  on  the  right  bank  of  West 
hickamauga,  near  Glass's  Mill,  except  the  Sec- 
ond Kentucky  regiment  deployed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  as  skirmishers. 

On  the  morning  the  nineteenth  the  command, 
with  Cobb's  battery,  crossed  the  stream.  About 
nine  A.  M.,  a  shot  from  the  battery  into  a  house 
about  five  hundred  yards  off,  where  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  were  concealed,  excited  an  immedi- 
ate response  from  the  enemy  farther  to  the 
right,  followed  soon  after  by  a  spirited  artillery 
duel,  in  which  Slocum's  battery,  which  had,  in 
the  meantime,  crossed  over,  participated  ;  result- 
ing in  silencing  the  enemy.  Soon,  however,  an- 
other battery  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  still  far- 
ther to  the  right.  In  a  short  time,  orders  having 
been  issued  from  Major-General  Breckinridge  to 
that  effect,  the  whole  command  re-crossed  the 
stream  and  moved  to  the  Chattanooga  road. 
Fourteen  men  of  this  brigade  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  this  occasion.  From  thence  we 
moved  towards  Chattanooga,  to  the  position  held 
by  and  relieving  Deas'  brigade.  About  two' 
hours  after  nightfall  we  reached  a  point  one  half 
mile  beyond  Alexander's  Bridge,  where  we  bi- 
vouacked until  three  A.  M.,  twentieth  instant, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  our  position  in  line  of 
battle  one  mile  or  more  beyond  and  on  the  -left 
of  the  division.  We  got  into  position  and  were 
ready  to  advance  by  about  half  past  five  A.  M. 
Soon  after  getting  into  position,  one  company  from 
each  regiment  was,  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Wickliffe,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
deployed  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  ad- 
vance as  skirmishers.  Becoming  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  the  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment, 
Colonel  Nuckolls  commanding,  was  ordered  to 
their  support.  The  skirmishers  of  the  enemy, 
having  the  advantage  in  position,  showed  deter- 
mination and  kept  up  a  rapid  fire,  wounding 
several  officers  and  men  before  the  advance  of 


the  brigade.  Amongst  others  severely  wounded 
was  Colonel  Nuckolls,  by  which  his  command 
was  thereafter  deprived  of  the  services  of  this 
gallant  and  meritorious  officer. 

Between  nine  and  ten  A.  M.,  the  brigade  ad- 
vanced in  the  following  order,  viz. :  the  Sixth 
Kentucky,  Colonel  Lewis,  and  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky, LieutenamVColonel  Hewitt  commanding, 
on  the  extreme  right  and  left  respectively. 
The  Fourth  Kentucky,  Major  Thompson,  and 
Ninth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Caldwell  commanding, 
on  the  right  and  left  centre  respectively,  and 
the  Forty-first  Alabama,  Colonel  Stansell  com- 
manding, in  the  centre. 

The  enemy's  fortifications  did  not  extend  the 
entire  length  of  the  brigade  front,  but  the  Sixth 
and  Fourth,  and  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first,  in  advancing,  passed  to  the  right  and  clear 
of  them,  consequently  fighting  the  foe  on  some- 
thing like  equal  terms.  This  portion  of  the 
command,  with  but  a  momentary  halt  and  no 
hesitation,  steadily  drove  the  enemy  back  to 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  Chattanooga 
road,  when  I  discovered  a  battery  of  two  Napo- 
leon guns  fifty  yards  beyond  the  road.  Here  I 
also  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  what  the 
thicker  growth  of  timber  had  prevented  me  from 
observing  before,  that  the  left  of  the  brigade 
was  considerably  in  rear.  Neither  a  halt  nor  re- 
treat at  this  time  was,  in  my  judgment,  proper 
or  allowable.  So  the  command  was  given  to 
take  the  battery,  and  it  was  done.  Soon  after 
crossing  the  road,  Captain  McCawley,  of  General 
Helm's  staff,  informed  me  that  the  General  had 
been  mortally  wounded,  near  the  position  occu- 
pied by  the  left  of  the  brigade. 

The  right  not  being  then  under  fire,  I  left  it  in 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gofer,  and  start- 
ed, on  Captain  McCawley 's  horse,  to  where  the 
other  portion  of  the  brigade  was.  I  encountered 
considerable  difficulty  in  re-uniting  the  brigade, 
on  account  of  the  distance  apart  and  the  want  of 
staff  aid — having  no  one  with  me  but  Captain 
Hewitt,  and  not  him  immediately,  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  horse.  Although  not  personally 
cognizant  of  the"  behavior  of  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade previous  to  assuming  command,  yet  1  am 
warranted  by  information  of  an  entirely  satisfac- 
tory kind  in  speaking  of  it.  Justice  to  the 
living,  and  affectionate  memory  of  the  dead, 
make  it  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  allude  to  their 
conduct  in  terms  of  praise. 

After  advancing  about  four  hundred  yards, 
they  encountered  a  heavy  musketry  and  artillery 
fire  in  front,  and  also  an  enfilading  fire  from  the 
left,  which  the  failure  of  the  command  to  their 
left  to  advance  simultaneously  with  Breckin- 
ridge's  division  enabled  the  enemy  to  pour  into 
their  ranks.  Besides,  I  am  satisfied  they  were 
subjected  to  a  fire  on  the.ir  right  from  the  two 
pieces  subsequently  captured  by  the  right  of  the 
brigade.  Yet  three  several  times  this  devoted 
little  band  charged  the  enemy,  securely  fortified 
and  in  a  favorable  position.  Though  necessarily 
repulsed,  their  frightful  loss  shows  their  con- 
stancy and  bravery.  Here  the  kind,  pure,  brave 


DOCUMENTS. 


471 


Brigadier-General  B.  H.  Helm  was  mortally 
wounded,  heroically  doing  his  duty.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  James  W.  Hewitt,  in  advance  of  his 
regiment,  and  showing  a  devotion  and  daring 
entitled  to  the  highest  commendation,  was 
killed.  Colonel  Caldwell  was  severely  wounded, 
as  usual,  in  his  place,  doing  his  duty.  Robert 
C.  Anderson,  Color-Sergeant  Second  Kentucky, 
was  killed  upon  the  enemy's  works,  after  having 
planted  his  colors  thereon.  Here  fell  many  an- 
other officer  and  soldier,  life  images  of  Ken- 
tucky's old,  renowned,  and  valiant  soldiers — 
true  men.  The  blood  of  her  sons  also  attests 
Alabama's  chivalry  and  manhood. 

As  soon  as  I  ascertained  the  exact  position  of 
the  left,  I  caused  it  to  be  moved  by  the  right 
flank  to  the  right,  and  in  advance  of  where  it 
was  then,  till  the  right  of  the  brigade,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gofer,  was  met 
— he  having  re-crossed  the  road — when  I  formed 
the  brigade  in  line  of  battle  nearly  perpendicular 
to  the  road  and  to  the  enemy's  works.  About 
this  time  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Hill,  through  one  of  his  staff,  not  to  ad- 
vance, but  to  await  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops. 
In  a  short  time  Gist's  brigade  attacked  the  ene- 
my, passing  through  my  lines  for  that  purpose, 
but  was  drawn  back.  Ector's  brigade  then  ad- 
vanced, but  being  unable  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  his  works,  finally  fell  back,  leaving  this 
brigade  again  to  confront  the  enemy.  My  men, 
though  at  this  time  nearly  exhausted  by  several 
hours'  hard  fighting,  and  suffering  greatly  for 
want  of  water,  remained  firm,  no  one  leaving 
his  place.  After  the  repulse  of  the  other  two 
brigades,  I  was  ordered  to  retire  several  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  rear  to  rest  the  men,  which 
was  done  in  good  order  and  without  confusion. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  Walker's  division  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  a  portion  of  it  attack- 
ing the  same  point  the  left  of  this  brigade  did 
in  the  morning.  Being  with  my  command  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  rear  at  that  time,  and  out 
of  sight  of  the  combatants,  I  could  not  see  with 
what  result  the  attack  was  made,  though  a  short 
time  thereafter  Cheatham's  division  moved  to 
the  attack  over  the  same  ground — Slight's  bri- 
gade, of  that  division,  passing  through  the  lines 
of  this  brigade.  After  some  time  had  elapsed, 
and  it  appearing  from  the  firing  that  no  appre- 
ciable advantage  had  been  gained,  this  brigade 
was  moved  forward,  being  on  the  left  of  the  di- 
vision. In  advancing,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  centre  brigade  of  the  division  lapped  on 
mine,  making  it  necessary  for  me  to  oblique  to 
the  left  about  two  hundred  yards.  It  was  also 
necessary  to  advance  the  left  more  rapidly  than 
the  right  wing,  in  order  to  get  on  a  line  more 
parallel  with  the  enemy.  Both  these  difficult 
movements  were  executed  while  marching 
through  the  woods,  without  any  material  de- 
rangement of  the  line,  the  command  moving 
steadily  and  unfalteringly  forward. 

Upon  arriving  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fortifi- 
cations, the  brigade  rapidly  charged  upon  them, 
driving  them  from  their  stronghold  in  confusion 


towards  the  Chattanooga  road.  The  pursuit 
was  continued  across  an  open  field  till  the  road 
was  reached,  when,  it  being  dark,  I  judged  it 
prudent  to  halt,  which  met  the  approval  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Hill,  who,  close  after  us,  imme- 
diately came  up.  In  passing  through  the  forti- 
fications a  number  of  prisoners  were  captured 
and  sent  to  the  rear.  We  also  captured  two 
pieces  of  artillery  in  the  road,  which  our  rapid 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  prevented  their  carrying 
off — one  Napoleon  and  one  James  rifle.  The 
nature  of  the  ground — wood-land — prevented 
Cobb's  battery  performing  the  important  part  in 
this  action  he  and  his  gallant  company  have  so 
often  done,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  do — though, 
in  the  afternoon,  one  section,  under  the  gallant 
and  faithful  Gracey,  was  placed  in  position  un- 
der General  Forrest.  I  refer  you  to  Captain 
Cobb's  report  for  an  account  of  their  behavior 
on  that  occasion. 

I  am  not  enabled  to  state  the  exact  number 
eng-aged  in  the  actions  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth.  But  one  thousand  three  hundred  is 
the  approximate  number  of  officers  and  men,  in- 
cluding Cobb's  battery.  The  whole  number  of 
casualties  was  sixty-three  killed  and  four  hun- 
dred and  eight  wounded. 

It  would  afford  me  pleasure  to  designate,  by 
name,  the  officers  and  men  who  so  gallantly 
fought  on  these  two  occasions,  for,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  ah!  did  their  duty.  But  to  do  so 
would  swell  this  report  to  an  inordinate  size. 
However,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  take 
pleasure  in  the  performance  of  it,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
different  regiments.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gofer, 
in  command  of  the  Sixth,  after  I  took  command 
of  the  brigade ;  Major  Clark,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment; Major  Thompson,  in  command  of  the 
Fourth,  after  Colonel  Nuckolls  was  wounded ; 
Captain  Millett,  senior  Captain,  acting  field  offi- 
cer, of  the  same  regiment,  and  Major  Nash,  in 
command  of  the  seven  companies  of  the  Forty- 
first  Alabama,  all  came  under  my  observation. 
In  each  I  remarked  constancy,  gallantry,  and 
coolness.  In  the  afternoon,  Colonel  Stansell,  of 
the  Forty-first ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wickliffe,  in 
command  of  the  Ninth,  after  Colonel  Caldwell 
was  wounded,  and  Captain  Gillam,  acting  field 
officer,  of  the  same  regiment,  attracted  my  no- 
tice, and  but  confirmed  the  good  account  I  had 
of  them  in  the  morning.  Captain  Lee,  of  the 
Second  Kentucky,  though  too  unwell  to  endure 
the  fatigue  throughout  the  day,  acted  as  field 
officer  with  his  accustomed  bravery  in  the 
charges  made  by  the  left  in  the  morning. 

It  is  the  highest  praise  I  can  possibly  bestow 
on  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  to  say  they  proved 
themselves,  in  nearly  every  case,  worthy  of  their 
commands. 

Of  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Helm,  I  take 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  in  behalf  of,  and 
making  special  mention  of,  Captain  Fayette 
Hewitt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  As  soon 
as  he  was  enabled  to  do  so,  he  reported  to  me, 
and  throughout  the  entire  action,  after  the  death. 
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of  General  Helm,  as  well  as  previous  thereto,  as 
I  learn,  he  displayed  coolness,  gallantry,  and 
judgment. 

Captain  G.  W.  McCawley,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General,  promptly  reported  to  me  the  wounding 
of  General  Helm,  as  before  stated,  at  which 
time  I  got  from  him  his  horse,  not  having  my 
own  with  me,  when  he  returned  to  where  Gen- 
eral Helm  was  wounded,  and  remained  with  him. 
I  am  reliably  informed  that  previous  thereto  he 
was  in  his  place  on  the  left,  and  acted  bravely 
and  efficiently. 

Captain  Helm,  acting  Commissary  Subsistence, 
though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  went  on  the  field 
and  did  his  duty. 

Leonard  "W.  Herr,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieuten- 
ant John  Pirtle,  acting  Aid-de-Camp,  reported  to 
me  as  soon  as  the  necessary  attention  to  their 
wounded  General  allowed,  and  thereafter  acted 
gallantly  and  faithfully. 

I  inclose  the  several  reports  of  regimental 
and  the  battery  commanders,  together  with  a 
list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  H.  LEWIS, 

Colonel,  commanding  Helm's  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  «.  L.   GIBSON,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  ADAMS'  BRIGADE,  1 
September  26,  1863.         J 

Major  James  Wilson,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Breckinridge1  s  Division  : 
SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade,  com- 
posed of  the  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  Colonel  Leon  Von  Zeniken ;  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Colonel  D.  Gober  ;  Nineteenth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner ;  Thirty- 
second  Alabama  volunteers.  Major  T.  C.  Kimball, 
and  Austin's  battalion  Louisiana  sharpshooters, 
with  Slocomb's  battery  Washington  artillery,  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  from  the. moment 
that  I  assumed  command : 

I  was  engaged  in  re-formmg  my  regiment 
when,  informed  that  Brigadier-General  D.  W. 
Adams  having  been  disabled  by  a  wound,  the 
command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  me.  I 
at  once  ascertained  that  there  was  no  support 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  form  on  the  rear  slope  of  the  hill  upon 
which  Captain  C.  H  Slocomb's  battery  of  Wash- 
ington artillery  was  posted.  This  having  been 
accomplished,  I  left  the  line  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Daniel  Gober,  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Loui- 
siana volunteers,  and  hastened  to  the  left,  where 
I  observed  several  regiments  falling  back.  One 
of  these  I  at  once  moved  to  the  support  of  the 
line  on  the  left,  and  directed  Captain  Labouisse, 
A.  I.  G.,  to  bring  up  another,  retreating  through 
the  woods,  to  the  same  position.  With  Captain 
Slocomb's  assistance,  he  succeeded  in  placing 
two  regiments  in  position.  They  were  believed 
to  belong  to  the  brigade  on  our  left.  The  Thir- 
ty-second Alabama  volunteers  and  Austin's  bat- 


talion, which  had  not  participated  in  fhe  charge, 
but  had  been  ordered  to  oppose  the  aJvance  of 
a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  reported  on 
our  right  and  rear,  were  called  in  and  directed 
to  join  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  battery. 
It  was  deemed  best  to  occupy  ourselves  with 
the  enemy  in  sight,  leaving  the  cavalry  reports 
for  after-consideration.  These  dispositions  had 
just  been  made,  when  Major-General  Breckin- 
ridge  reached  us,  and  approved  them. 

Captain  Slocomb,  whose  battery  had  made  a 
noble  stand,  here  informed  me  that  he  was  con- 
siderably cut  up,  and  that  he  thought  it  best  to 
retire  for  a  short  time.  He  was  ordered  to 
retire.  In  less  than  two  hours  he  again  reported 
ready  for  action,  having  equipped  himself,  in 
nearly  everything  needed,  from  the  battery 
taken  by  the  brigade  in  approaching,  for  the 
first  time,  the  main  Chattanooga  road. 

I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  speak  of  the 
different  lines  of  battle  taken  before  again  engag- 
ing the  enemy.  About  four  o'clock,  by  order  of 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  the  brigade  was 
posted  about  three  hundred  yards  in  rear  of 
Major-General  Walker's  command  (General 
Liddell's  division).  The  line  was  here  subjected 
to  some  shelling,  and  it  became  apparent  that 
our  forces  in  front  were  unsuccessful  in  their 
attacks.  About  sundown  General  Breckinridge 
turned  to  me  and  directed  that  I  should  ad- 
vance, and  at  the  same  time  execute  a  change  of 
direction  to  the  left.  I  had  advanced  but  a 
short  distance,  when  I  saw,  from  what  was  oc- 
curring in  front  of  us,  that  our  lines  in  advance 
were  giving  away  under  an  enfilading  fire  from 
the  left,  and  I  therefore  gained  as  much  ground  to 
the  left  as  time  and  circumstances  would  permit 
[The  movement  forward  was  made  slowly,  care- 
fully, and  with  all  possible  precision.  We 
passed  over  several  lines  of  troops  as  we  ad- 
vanced, who  cheered  us  heartily.  The  extreme 
right  regiment  was  detained  a  few  moments  by 
one  of  these  lines,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring 
to  Colonel  Gober's  report.  I  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  fire  a  gun,  and  it  is  due  to  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  brigade  that  I  should  state 
that  we  passed  through  a  new  line  engaging  the 
enemy  without  halting  and  without  firing,  and 
continued  to  advance,  moving  in  perfect  order, 
until  within  a  few  paces  of  the  enemy,  when  a 
charge  was  ordered  and  the  whole  command, 
with  a  terrific  yell,  sprang  upon  him.  A  volley 
was  received  without  effect ;  a  second,  from  the 
barricades  of  trees  and  stones,  checked  us  for 
an  instant ;  but  the  officers  rushed  forward  again, 
the  men  followed,  and  the  enemy,  panic-stricken, 
fled  in  the  wildest  disorder.  Not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost;  the  brigade  was  urged  forward, 
its  centre  resting  near  the  fence  which  separa- 
ted the  corn  field  from  the  woods,  the  left  ex- 
tending into  the  field.  We  thus  continued  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  every  position  for  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  until  we  had  entered  the 
woods  about  seventy  yards  from  the  Chatta- 
nooga road,  where  it  was  halted.  Darkness  was 
now  rapidly  approaching. 
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I  had  sent  Lieutenant  Ware,  of  the  staff,  to 
the  left,  and  he  reported  to  me  that  there  were 
no  troops  on  that  flank ;  confirming  the  state- 
ment of  Colonel  Von  Zeniken,  commanding  the 
left  regiment.  I  had  gone  myself  to  the  right.  I 
deemed  it  proper  therefore  to  halt  and  to  rectify 
the  alignment,  which  had  become  broken  in  the 
pursuit,  before  advancing  further.  This  had 
just  been  finished  when  Lieutenant-Gen eral  Hill 
rode  up  and,  observing  that  we  had  done  well, 
directed  that  I  should  throw  forward  skirmish- 
ers for  the  distance  of  a  mile.  A  few  moments 
afterwards  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General 
Breckinridge  to  bivouac  near  the  main  Chatta- 
nooga road,  and  I  accordingly  moved  back  to 
this  position.  Many  prisoners  remained  within 
our  lines  during  the  charge,  but  no  attention 
was  paid  to  them;  they  numbered  probably 
three  or  four  hundred. 

The  position  stormed  was  held  by  a  brigade 
of  United  States  regulars,  under  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral King.  The  enemy's  dead  and  wounded 
marked  the  track  of  the  brigade.  Many  hun- 
dreds of  small  arms  were  found  upon  the  field 
next  morning.  A  battery  was  taken  by  the  Thir- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Louisiana,  but  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  the  remainder  of  the  brigade 
behaved  entitles  them  to  share  in  the  credit  of 
the  capture. 

In  the  night  our  skirmishers,  under  Captain 
E.  M.  Dubroca,  Company  B,  Thirteenth  and 
Twentieth  Louisiana,  sent  in  thirty  prisoners, 
among  them  several  officers ;  and  Major  T.  E. 
Austin's  battalion  brought  in  fifty  more  next 
day.  The  brigade  halted  victorious  at  night  on 
the  very  ground  whence  it  had  recoiled  at  mid- 
day. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  the  Major-General 
commanding  to  the  reports  of  subordinate  com- 
manders for  the  parts  their  commands  bore  in 
the  battle. 

Among  the  officers,  Colonel  Daniel  Gober,  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana,  and  Colonel 
Leon  Von  Zeniken,  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth 
Louisiana,  were  conspicuous  for  courage  and 
skill.  All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
commendable  gallantry.  Major  C.  H.  Moore,  Six- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana ;  Major  T.  C. 
Kimball,  Thirty-second  Alabama  ;  Captain  H.  A. 
Kennedy,  Nineteenth  Louisiana,  who  command- 
ed in  the  evening  charge,  and  Captain  E.  M. 
Dubroca,  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana, 


showed  themselves  officers  well  fitted  to  handle 
troops  on  the  field.  The  report  of  Captain  C. 
H.  Slocomb,  Washington  artillery,  shows  how 
large  a  share  his  command  bore  in  the  engage- 
ment. I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high  of  the 
bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery. 
The  skill  of  the  former  is  only  equalled  by  the 
bearing  of  the  latter. 

Our  valor-inspiring  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major 
Graves,  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  staff,  fell, 
mortally  wounded,  in  the  arms  of  Captain  C.  H, 
Slocomb.  He  fell,  where  his  heroic  soul  de- 
sired, on  the  battle-field,  among  those  who  loved 
him,  and  in  the  arms  of  a  brave  comrade. 

But  our  success  was  not  without  heavy  loss. 
Our  chivalrous  commander,  Brigadier-General 
D.  W.  Adams,  was  wounded  in  the  charge  of 
the  morning,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my. Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  W.  Turner,  Nine- 
teenth Louisiana,  was  wounded,  and  the  brave 
Major  Loudon  Butler,  of  the  same  regiment, 
breathed  his  last  at  the  head  of  his  regiment. 
Of  General  Adams'  staff,  I  am  indebted  for  val- 
uable services  to  John  W.  Labouisse,  A.  I.  G., 
who  was  ever  prompt  and  efficient,  and  to  Lieu- 
tenants E.  M.  Scott  and  G.  S.  Yerger,  likewise, 
for  zeal  and  bravery.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  pay 
a  .special  tribute  to  the  soldierly  bearing  of 
Lieutenant  S.  L.  Ware.  He  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  his  conspicuous  gallantry.  The  gal- 
lant Adjutant-General,  Captain  E.  P.  Guillet,  was 
already  wounded.  Major  M.  Hanly,  A.  Q.  M., 
and  Major  W.  V.  Crouch,  A.  C.  S.,  have,  through- 
out the  campaign,  discharged  their  duties  with 
fidelity  and  promptness. 

The  brigade  entered  the  action  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  officers,  and  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  thirty-three ;  with  twelve  hundred  en- 
listed men,  and  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six.  It  drove 
the  enemy  from  two  batteries  which  fell  within 
our  lines,  only  six  guns  of  which,  however, 
upon  investigation,  were  positively  taken  by 
officers  of  the  command.  About  six  hundred 
prisoners  were  likewise  captured  during  the 
battle.  It  only  ceased  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy 
at  night  and  under  orders.  One  hour  more  of 
daylight  had  added  largely  to  our  captures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

R.  L.  GIBSON, 

Colonel,  commanding. 
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Eeport  of  the  Effective  Strength  of  the  several  Regiments  composing  Adams'  Brigade,  carried 
into  the  Battle  of  Chickamauga,  on  each  day  of  the  battle. 
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Colonel  Leon  Von  Zinken 

34 

255 

289 

26 

293 

319 

Lieut  -Col  R  W    Turner 

33 

317 

350 

Austin's  battalion,  
32d  Alabama  regiment             

Major  T.  E.  Austin,  
Major  T.  C.  Kimball,  ....... 







9 

18 

90 
127 

99 
145 

Captain  C    H.  Slocomb,  

6 

120 

126 

5 

107 

112 

Total                                

6 

120 

126 

125 

1,189 

1,314 

The  infantry  of  this  brigade  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle  of  September  19th. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


R. 


L.  GIBSON, 

Colonel,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  H.  KELLY,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  PRESTON'S  DIVISION, 
Is  THE  FIELD  FRONTING  CHATTANOOGA, 
September  25,  1863. 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  bri- 
gade under  my  command  in  the  battle  of  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  instant : 

The  night  of  the  eighteenth  instant  I  bivou- 
acked, with  three  regiments  of  the  brigade  (the 
Sixty-third  Virginia,  Major  French  command- 
ing, having  been  detached  the  day  before  as  a 
guard  to  the  division  ordnance  train),  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Chickamauga.  At  daylight, 
on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  I  was  ordered 
to  cross  the  Chickamauga  at  Dalton's  Ford,  and 
at  about  eight  o'clock  I  formed  line  of  battle  in 
a  corn  field,  on  the  left  of  Brown's  brigade,  Stew- 
art's division,  and  three  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  Gracie's  brigade,  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Car- 
olina, Colonel  J.  B.  Palmer  commanding,  forming 
the  right ;  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  Colonel  H.  Haw- 
kins commanding,  the  left,  and  the  Sixty-fifth 
Georgia,  Colonel  Moore  commanding,  the  centre 
of  my  line.  Here  the  brigade  was  subjected  to 
a  brisk  cannonade  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
At  about  eleven  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  right  flank  about  four  hundred  yards, 
when  I  again  formed  line  of  battle,  and  remained 
in  position  during  the  remainder  of  the  night 
and  day,  being  occasionally  shelled.  At  this 
point  the  Sixty-Third  Virginia,  less  two  compa- 
nies detached  as  guard  for  division  ordnance 
train,  reported  to  the  command  at  about  three 
o'clock  P.  M. 

At  about  seven  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  instant,  the  brigade  was  moved  by  the 
left  flank  about  three  hundred  yards  and  posted 
on  an  eminence,  as  a  support  to  three  batteries 
of  Major  Ley  den's  battalion  of  artillery.  From 


this  position  I  threw  out  four  companies  of  skir- 
mishers, in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ed- 
mund Kirby,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina.  He 
moved  to  the  front  and  left,  and  reported  the 
enemy  moving  to  the  right.  At  one  o'clock  I 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  Sixty-fifth  Georgia  as 
a  support  to  the  above-named  batteries,  and  move 
by  the  right  flank  and  form  line  of  battle  five 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Gracie's  brigade  and 
conform  to  its  movements.  While  the  line  of 
battle  was  in  process  of  formation,  I  discovered 
that  Gracie's  brigade  was  moving  by  the  right 
flank  on  the  Chattanooga  road.  I  therefore 
moved  by  the  right  flank  five  hundred  yards  to 
the  right  of  that  road  and  parallel  with  it.  After 
marching  in  this  direction  about  one  and.  a  half 
miles,  I  was  halted  and  ordered  to  form  line  of 
battle  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  front  or  the 
left  flank.  This  disposition  was  made,  and  I 
remained  in  position  until  about  half-past  three 
o'clock  P.M. — the  enemy  meanwhile  actively 
shelling  me.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to  move 
by  the  left  flank,  and,  having  marched  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile,  I  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left 
of  Gracie's  brigade.  While  this  was  being  exe- 
cuted I  was  ordered  to  make  an  oblique  change  of 
direction  to  the  right  and  to  advance.  I  had  ad- 
vanced but  a  short  distance  when  I  was  subjected 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  The  enemy  was  posted  on  a 
heavily  wooded  ridge,  from  which  he  had  sev- 
eral times  repulsed  other  troops  of  our  army. 
The  approach  to  him  was  over  a  succession  of 
hills,  with  intervening  depressions,  each  hill  to 
the  front  being  somewhat  more  elevated.  The 
brigade,  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  moved  steadily 
to  the  front  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  hold- 
ing its  fire  until  within  very  short  range  of  the 
enemy,  the  right  being  no  more  than  fifteen  or 
twenty,  the  centre  about  forty,  and  the  left  about 
sixty  yards  distant,  when  our  first  fire  was  de- 
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livered.  After  a  desperately  contested  fight  of 
half  an  hour,  I  succeeded  in  gaining  the  hill, 
from  which  the  enemy  made  three  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  dislodge  me  by  assault.  However, 
owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground,  the 
Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina  was  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire  from  the  front  and  both  flanks,  and, 
after  losing  about  half  its  numbers,  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  to  a  position  of  greater  security. 
Just  before  this  falling  back,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edmund  Kirby,  gallantly  cheering  his  men,  fell, 
pierced  by  four  bullets — Major  Dula  having 
been  wounded  early  in  the  engagement.  At 
this  juncture  I  was  indebted  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Anderson  for  a  reinforcement  of  one  regi- 
ment from  his  command.  Colonel  Palmer,  the 
only  field  officer  with  the  regiment,  was  here 
wounded,  but  still  continued  in  command. 
After  exchanging  fires  with  the  enemy  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  I  determined  to  at- 
tempt to  dislodge  him  by  assault,  and  for  this 
purpose  transferred  the  Fifty-eighth  North 
Carolina .  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  my  line 
and  moved  forward,  swinging  somewhat  to  the 
right.  When  I  arrived  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  the 
enemy  was  heard  to  ciy,  "  We  surrender,  we  sur- 
render." I  immediately  stepped  to  the  front, 
my  horse  having  been  previously  killed,  and 
called  upon  the  officer  who  seemed  to  be  in 
command,  and  demanded  that  if  he  proposed  to 
surrender  he  should  lay  down  his  arms.  He 
came  to  the  front  and  said,  "  Wait  a  minute." 
I  replied,  "  No,  sir ;  lay  down  your  arms  in- 
stantly, or  I  will  fire  upon  you,"  and  turned  to 
my  command  ;  but  before  I  could  give  the  com- 
mand "  ready,"  he  poured  upon  it  a  terrific  fire, 
which,  on  account  of  its  suddenness,  threw  the 
brigade  for  the  instant  into  confusion,  but  it 
rallied  and  was  re-formed  within  thirty  yards  of 
this  position.  I  am  confident  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  surrender,  and  that  his  fire  was 
drawn  by  an  unauthorized  shot  from  his  ranks. 
Finding  that  my  ammunition  was  almost  ex- 
hausted, I  sent  to  the  rear  for  reinforcements  or 
a  supply  of  ammunition.  At  this  juncture  I 
met  Colonel  Trigg,  commanding  brigade,  and 
informed  him  of  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
asking  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  co-operate  with 
me  in  his  capture.  He  agreed,  and  formed  his 
line  on  my  left,  with  the  intention  of  swinging 
the  whole  force  to  the  right.  Just  as  the  move- 
ment was  begun.  I  was  notified  by  one  of  his  ! 
staff  that  the  Brigadier-General  commanding  | 
division  wished  to  see  me,  and  I  repaired  at 
once  to  where  he  was  stationed  in  the  field. 
During  this  temporary  absence  the  enemy  sur- 
rendered to  Colonel  Trigg.  Immediately  after 
the  surrender,  a  force,  supposed  to  be  of  the 
enemy,  opened  a  heavy  fire,  which  created  con- 
siderable confusion,  in  which  a  large  number  of 
the  enemy  were  making  off.  Colonel  H.  Haw- 
kins, of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  here  captured  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  prisoners,  including  two 
Colonels,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  a  number 
of  company  officers.  About  this  time  I  rejoined 
the  command,  and  turned  over  to  Lieutenant- 


Colonel  Wade,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  to 
be  taken  to  the  rear,  my  prisoners,  except  the 
three  field  officers,  who  were  sent  to  division 
headquarters  in  charge  of  one  of  my  staff.  The 
night  being  far  advanced,  I  made  arrangements 
to  replenish  my  supply  of  ammunition,  and  went 
into  bivouac  on  the  hill  which  the  brigade  had 
so  gallantly  won. 

It  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  close  this 
report  without  tendering  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  and  the  officers  command- 
ing the  regiments  for  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered in  handling  the  troops,  and  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  gaUant  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  composing  the  command.  It  was  the  first 
time  that  most  of  them  had  ever  been  under 
fire,  yet  they  acted  with  the  coolness  and  cour- 
age of  veterans.  Fighting  against  a  superior 
force,  posted  in  an  apparently  impregnable  posi- 
tion, they  moved  steadily  forward,  beat  and 
captured  the  enemy,  and  slept  in  his  strong 
place.  When  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  seems 
almost  invidious  to  make  particular  mention  of 
any  one  ;  yet  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  E. 
Kirby,  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Lynch,  Sixty-third  Virginia ;  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel G.  W.  Connor,  Major  William  Mynhier  and 
Adjutant  Thomas  H.  B.  Cork,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  especially  Captain  J.  Desha,  Fifth  Kentucky, 
who,  although  painfully  and  severely  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  remained  at  the  head  of  his 
company  until  the  enemy  was  defeated. 

I  took  into  the  fight  an  aggregate  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  lost,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  three  hundred  and  three,  and  twenty- 
six  missing. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  KELLY, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade, 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R.  C.  TRIGG,  COMMANDING  BRIGADE. 

HEADQUARTERS  TRIGG'S  BRIGADE,  ) 
September  26, 1863.         / 

Captain  J.  L.   Sandford,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  borne  by  my  brigade 
in  the  battles  of  the  Chickamauga,  on  the  nine- 
teenth and  twentieth  instant : 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Preston,  com- 
manding division,  I  crossed  the  Chickamauga, 
at  early  dawn,  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth, 
and  formed  line  of  battle  near  Hunt's  house,  on 
the  prolongation  of  Brigadier-General  Bate's 
line.  Whilst  occupying  this  .position  the  enemy 
threw  shot  and  shell  into  my  lines  from  a  bat- 
tery on  the  right.  The  Sixth  regiment  Florida 
volunteers  (Colonel  Findley)  lost  one  lieutenant, 
one  sergeant,  and  one  private  killed,  and  two 
privates  wounded.  I  promptly  moved  the  bri- 
gade forward  so  as  to  get  the  cover  afforded  by 
the  opposite  hills. 
About  twelve  o'clock  M.,  by  direction  of  Bri- 
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gadier-General  Preston,  I  moved  my  brigade  by 
the  right  flank  and  re-formed  on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge  about  half  a  mile  north  of  Hunt's  house. 
As  soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  I  deployed  the 
First 'regiment  Florida  cavalry  (dismounted), 
Colonel  Maxwell,  as  skirmishers,  three  hundred 
yards  in  advance,  and  covering  the  entire  front 
of  the  brigade.  This  regiment  soon  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy's  infantry  in  a  corn 
field  and  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  field.  It 
kept  up  quite  a  brisk  fire  for  more  than  two 
hours,  when  the  right  was  driven  in  by  a  de- 
structive fire  'of  grape  and  canister  from  a  bat- 
tery in  the  field.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  General  Hood  and  move  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  firing.  The  firing  was  on  my  right. 
I  moved  by  the  right  flank  until  met  by  a  staff 
officer,  who  came  to  conduct  me  to  the  point 
where  General  Hood  needed  support — the  posi- 
tion held  by  General  Benning's  brigade.  At 
his  instance  I  moved  by  the  front.  Soon  after  I 
was  met  by  another  staff  officer,  who  claimed 
my  support  for  General  Robertson's  brigade.  I 
continued  my  movement  by  the  front  until  I 
came  near  a  corn  field,  in  which  the  enemy  had 
a  battery,  protected  by  earthworks,  near  the 
Chattanooga  road,  and  supported  by  a  long  line 
of  infantry  drawn  up  in  the  field,  and  in  rifle- 
pits  and  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  bat- 
tery. The  enemy  was  advancing  when  I  first 
discovered  him,  and  had  passed  about  one-third 
the  length  of  the  field.  The  troops  that  had 
won  the  wooded  ridge  outside  of  the  field,  and 
on  my  right,  were  falling  back  in  some  confu- 
sion. The  advance  of  the  enemy  and  the  fall- 
ing back  of  our  troops  seemed  to  effect  some 
change  in  the  mind  of  the  officer  conducting 
me.  He  requested  me  to  halt  until  he  could 
learn  precisely  what  position  I  was  to  take. 
While  thus  halted  and  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
General  Robertson  appeared  and  hurriedly  in- 
forming me  that  his  line  was  very  much  weak- 
ened and  would  be  beaten  back  unless  quickly 
reinforced,  indicated  the  direction  in  which  I 
should  move.  I  obliqued  to  the  right  until  I 
supposed  that  my  right  was  opposite  to  his  left. 
This  brought  the  front  of  my  brigade  to  the 
corn  field  fence.  All  this  while  I  had  been 
Under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  and,  at  this  time,  he  concentrated  upon 
me  the  fire  of  his  whole  force  in  the  corn  field 
and  in  the  timber  around  it.  I  had  not,  as  yet, 
fired  a  single  gun.  1  reserved  my  fire  until  I 
reached  the  fence.  At  the  first  volley  the  ene- 
my broke  in  confusion  to  the  left  and  rear. 
Seeing  his  confusion,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to 
charge  before  he  could  rally.  The  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  gallantly  responded,  leaping  the  fence 
and  dashing  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
forcing  the  enemy's  broken  line  to  seek  the 
nearest  cover  on  the  right,  left,  and  rear.  This 
regiment  regained  the  ridge,  which  I  am  in- 
formed was  won  and  lost  more  than  once  dur- 
ing the  day,  cleared  the  corn  field  of  all  the 
infantry,  drove  nearly  all  the  gunners  from  the 
battery,  and  would  have  certainly  captured  it  but 
for  a  lamentable  interference  with  my  command. 


When  the  order  to  charge  was  given,  I  was 
on  the  right  with  this  regiment.  The  order  was 
not  promptly  conveyed  to  the  other  regiments 
j  of  the  brigade,  and  they  failing  to  conform  to 
j  the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida,  it  got  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards  in 
advance.  Having  gained  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
I  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade  were  not  up  with  the 
Sixth  Florida.  I  immediately  started  to  bring 
them  up,  but  had  gone  but  a  short  distance, 
when  I  perceived  them  crossing  the  fence  and 
moving  forward  in  good  order.  I  returned  to 
direct  the  movements  of  the  Sixth  Florida. 
When  these  regiments  had  reached  the  second 
fence,  I  discovered  that  they  were  being  moved 
by  Brigadier-General  Robertson  across  the  field 
by  the  right  flank  and  in  rear  of  the  Sixth. 
Finding  that  this  regiment  would  not  receive 
support  from  the  rest  of  my  brigade,  and  it 
being  exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  front 
and  left  (the  enemy  having  in  part  recovered 
from  his  panic),  I  withdrew  it  below  the  crest 
of  the  ridge,  and  unwillingly  relinquished  the 
capture  of  the  battery,  which  a  few  minutes 
before  I  had  regarded  as  almost  accomplished. 
For  such  was  the  disposition  of  my  brigade 
that  when  the  charge  was  ordered,  two  regi- 
ments and  half  of  another  on  my  left  overlapped 
the  enemy's  battery  and  supports,  and,  when 
withdrawn  from  the  field,  they  were  moving 
rapidly  to  turn  his  right  flank.  Night  put  ah 
end  to  the  conflict. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  I  formed 
my  brigade  four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of 
Manigault's  brigade,  Hindman's  division,  and 
was  ordered  to  support  him  and  conform  to  his 
movements.  About  twelve  o'clock  M.,  General 
Manigault  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of 
the  Chattanooga  road.  I  followed.  When  within 
four  hundred  yards  of  the  road,  I  came  up  with 
his  artillery,  which  had  halted,  and  met  a  good 
many  stragglers  from  his  brigade.  I  rode  for- 
ward to  the  road  and  found  some  confusion 
in  the  brigade.  I  informed  an  officer  of  Gen- 
eral Manigault  s  staff  that  I  was  there  to  sup- 
port him  and  ready  to  render  the  support  at 
any  moment. 

About  this  time  I  learned  from  an  officer  of 
General  Hindman's  staff,  that  the  left  of  Hind- 
mand's  division  was  threatened  and  would  be 
turned  unless  quickly  supported  (the  left  of  that 
division  having  been  supported  up  to  that  time 
by  Manigault's  brigade).    I  moved  my  brigade 
to  the  Chattanooga  road  in  double-quick  time, 
passing  General  Manigault's  brigade  and  taking 
the  front.     The  position  of  the  enemy  being  in- 
dicated to  me,  I  disposed  of  the  troops  of  my 
command  with  a  view  to  offensive  movements, 
<  and  ordered  the  battery  assigned  me  (Captain 
Peeples,  Ninth  Georgia  battalion)  to  take  posi- 
:  tion  and  open  fire  upon  the  enemy.     The  enemy 
failing  to  respond,  after  several  rounds,  and  it 
i  being  evident  that  he  had  withdrawn  from  that 
|  part  of  the  field,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease 
!  and  proposed  to  advance,  when  I  received  orders 
from  General  Buckner  to  move  down  the  Chat- 


DOCUMENTS. 


477 


tanooga  road  and  support  Williams'  battalion  of 
artillery. 

Having  remained  in  support  of  this  artillery 
until  half-past  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  was  ordered 
by  General  Buckner  to  move  back  on  the  Chat- 
tanooga road,  with  two  of  my  regiments  and  one 
piece  of  artillery,  and  select  a  favorable  position 
to  resist  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which,  it  was  un- 
derstood, had  passed  to  our  rear,  and  was  moving 
on  that  road.  Whilst  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  this  duty,  with  the  First  Florida  (dismounted) 
cavalry  and  Seventh  regiment  Florida  volunteers 
(Colonel  Bullock)  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  an 
order  from  General  Buckner  directed  me  to 
withdraw  one  regiment  and  rejoin  the  division. 
I  withdrew  the  Seventh  Florida,  but  had  hardly 
put  it  in  motion  when  I  received  from  General 
Preston  a  pressing  order  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
support  of  the  other  brigades  of  his  division 
(Gracie's  and  Kelly's). 

The  cavalry  whose  movements  I  had  been 
sent  to  opppose  having  proved  to  be  our  own, 
I  took  the  responsibility  of  ordering  the  other 
regiment  and  the  piece  of  artillery  to  follow, 
and  communicated  the  facts  to  General  Buckner 
as  I  passed  along.  The  Sixth  Florida  and  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiments  had  been  already  put 
in  motion  by  Colonel  Findley,  senior  Colonel. 
The  battle  was  raging  furiously  when  I  arrived 
with  the  Seventh  Florida  regiment,  which  I 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia, 
which,  with  the  Sixth  Florida  regiment,  was 
already  formed  on  the  left  of  Kelly's  brigade. 
[The  First  Florida  (dismounted)  regiment,  on 
the  way  to  join  the  brigade,  was  detached  by 
order  of  General  Preston  and  sent  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Gracie's  brigade].  Without 
wavering  or  faltering,  these  two  brigades — 
marching  over  some  of  our  own  troops,  who 
were  lying  down — drove  the  enemy  steadily 
before  them,  until  his  right  was  forced  from  its 
strong  position,  on  rough,  broken  ground,  heavily 
timbered.  Driven  from  this  position,  he'  fell 
back  upon  a  second  line  of  ridges,  running  per- 
pendicular to  the  Chattanooga  road,  which  was 
already  held  by  a  strong  force  and  protected  by 
breastworks.  When  near  the  base  of  this  ridge, 
I  learned  from  Colonel  Kelly  the  precise  locality 
of  the  enemy,  and  immediately  determined,  with 
him,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  that  part  of  his 
force  in  my  front,  my  position  being  particularly 
favorable  for  the  attainment  of  this  end.  I  im- 
mediately wheeled  my  brigade  to  the  right, 
which  brought  me  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and 
moved  rapidly  up  the  hill  to  within  twenty 
paces  of  his  fines.  This  movement  surprised 
him  and  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Michigan,  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio,  and 
part  of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiments,  five 
stands  of  colors,  and  over  one  thousand  five 
hundred  small  arms,  of  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved pattern. 

Darkness  having  fallen,  and  the  enemy  having 
withdrawn  from  his  position  on  my  left,  no 
further  movement  was  attempted. 

Before  beginning  the  movement  last  alluded 


to,  I  requested  >two  brigades,  which  were  in  my 
rear,  to  form  on  my  left  and  co-operate  with  me . 
They  declined,  for  the  want  of  ammunition.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  give  me  assistance.  Had  they 
formed  on  my  left,  our  line  would  have  extended 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  Chattanooga  road, 
and  being  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  all  his  forces 
occupying  the  ridge  would  have  been  completely 
cut  off.  . 

Where  every  officer  and  man  did  his  whole 
duty,  special  mention  cannot  be  made. 

The  fortune  of  war  threw  the  Sixth  Florida 
regiment  into  the  post  of  danger,  and  upon  them 
fell  the  heaviest  loss,  and  proved  them  "  vet- 
erans in  their  first  fight."  Their  commanding 
officer  is  proud  to  render  to  them  this  just 
tribute  of  praise,  and  he  is  also  proud  to  express 
his  conviction  that  each  other  regiment  of  his 
brigade  is  worthy  of,  and,  had  circumstances 
allowed,  would  have  won  equal  commendation. 
It  is  simple  justice  to  my  command  to  say  that 
it  beat  the  enemy  everywhere  it  found  him,  and 
carried  every  position  which  it  assaulted. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  following 
named  soldiers,  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves by  the  capture,  each,  of  a  stand  of  the 
enemy's  colors : 

Sergeant  L.  E.  Timmons,  Company  I;  Seventh 
regiment  Florida  volunteers,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment. 

Private  Oscar  F.  Honaker,  Company  F,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
regiment. 

Private  W.  F.  Harris,  Company  F,  Fifty-fourth 
Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  flag  of  the 
Twenty-second  Michigan  regiment. 

Private  Henderson  Hylton,  Company  A,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  regi- 
mental flag  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  regiment. 

Private  Franklin  Carter,  Company  K,  Fifty- 
fourth  Virginia  regiment,  captured  the  State  flag 
of  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  regiment. 

In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state 
that  private  J.  H.  M.  Moseley,  Captain  Hays' 
company,  Sixth  regiment  Florida  volunteers, 
captured  a  stand  of  colors,  and,  while  guarding 
prisoners  to  the  rear,  he  passed  a  small  party  of 
men,  who  claimed  them.  Being  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish these  men  in  the  dark,  and  supposing 
them  to  be  a  squad  detailed  by  me  to  receive 
the  capture'd  colors,  he  gave  them  up.  These 
colors  have  not  been  heard  of  since.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  private  Moseley's  state- 
ment. It  is  corroborated  by  other  evidence. 
These  colors  were  doubtless  turned  over  to  men 
of  another  command,  and  sent  in  to  headquarters 
as  captured  by  them. 

Appended  is  a  statement  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing  of  my  brigade. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  TKIGG, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade,  Preston's  Division,  Buckner's 
Corps. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN"  CHARLES  SWETT,  ACTING  CHIEF  OF 
ARTILLERY. 

ARTILLERY  ENTCAHPMK\T,  LIDDELL'S  BRIGADE.  1 
October  7,  1863.         / 

Captain  8.  A.    Williams,    Assistant   Adjutant- 
General: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  action  of  the  artillery  of  Lid- 
dell's  division,  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  on 
the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  September,  and 
also  in  the  affair  of  the  eighteenth  ultimo  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  of  Septem- 
ber, orders  were  received  to  be  in  readiness  for 
an  early  movement,  and,  at  three  P.  M.,  Liddell's 
division  left  Lafayette  and  moved  toward  the 
enemy  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga. 

At  nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  eight- 
eenth, the  command  reached  a  point  on  Chicka- 
mauga Creek,  near  Alexander's  Bridge ;  but 
finding  it  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  line  of 
battle  was  formed,  and  an  advance  made,  in 
order  to  dislodge  them.  The  enemy  had  but 
one  battery,  which  was  posted  near  a  house  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  and  which  fired 
upon  our  skirmishers,  a  few  shots  passing  over 
the  line.  Fowler's  battery  was  moved  to  the 
front,  and  placed  in  position  near  the  road,  and 
on  the  edge  of  a  cultivated  field,  from  which 
place  a  section  of  his  guns  were  ordered  some 
three  hundred  yards  further  to  the  front  by 
General  Liddell,  but  do  not  think  he  fired  from 
the  place  designated.  The  battery  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Shannon  was  ordered  to  the 
right  of  Walthall's  brigade,  to  a  position  com- 
manding the  one  occupied  by  the  Federal 
battery.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  the  enemy 
disappeared,  as  our  fire  was  not  returned,  nor 
were  they  again  seen  at  this  place.  The  fire  of 
our  battery  was  ordered  to  cease,  and  the  com- 
mand moved  forward,  crossing  the  Chickamauga 
at  Byron's  Ford,  and  camping  for  the  night  one 
mile  from  that  stream. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  the  com- 
mand moved  at  an  early  hour  and  formed  line  of 
battle  a  mile  distant  from  our  camp  of  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  advanced  to  the  support  of 
Ector's  brigade,  which  was  then  engaging  the 
enemy.  The  Washington  light  artillery  followed 
LiddelFs  brigade,  and  a  portion  of  Fowler's  bat- 
tery following  Walthall's,  though  neither  battery 
could  be  brought  into  action,  in  consequence  of 
the  rapid  advance  of  the  command,  and  of  the 
character  of  the  ground  over  which  we  were 
moving.  At  this  place  a  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy  caused  the  division  to  fall  back,  though 
Lieutenant  Shannon  succeeded  in  firing  a  few 
rounds  on  retiring,  in  order  to  check  the  enemy ; 
but  Fowler's  battery  could  not  be  brought  into 
action  (though  it  was  twice  halted  by  myself  for 
that  purpose),  as  the  enemy  would  have  sur- 
rounded and  captured  the  guns  had  they  been 
unlimbered.  From  this  position  the  division 
moved  to  the  right  near  a  mile  distant,  and 
formed  line  perpendicular  to  the  formation  of 
the  morning.  From  this  point  the  command  ad- 
vanced with  the  Washington  light  artillery,  on 


the  right  of  Liddell's  brigade,  it  being  the  in- 
tention to  have  Fowler's  battery  follow  on  the 
left  of  Walthall.  As  the  division  moved,  a  Par- 
rott  battery  opened  upon  our  line,  but  a  few 
well-directed  shots  from  Fowler's  battery  either 
caused  it  to  change  position  or  to  retire,  as  it 
did  not  again  open.  The  division  advanced  but 
a  few  hundred  yards,  when  it  retired  to  the 
base  of  an  inclination  that  it  had  nearly  gained 
the  summit  of,  which  movement  was,  in  a  meas- 
ure, owing  to  a  battery  firing  over  our  line  from 
the  rear,  and  which  was  connected  with  For- 
rest's command.  Before  the  division  retired,  I 
moved  to  the  front  and  left,  to  secure  a  position 
for  Fowler's  battery,  and,  while  gone,  Captain 
F.  permitted  one  of  his  Lieutenants  to  move 
with  the  brigade  to  which  he  is  attached,  with 
the  section  under  his  command,  which  resulted 
in  the  loss  of  one  Napoleon  gun  and  fourteen 
horses,  though  the  gun  was  subsequently  re- 
taken. The  Washington  light  artillery  was  taken 
at  dusk  to  a  position  in  the  rear  and  to  the  right 
of  Cleburne's  division,  where  for  about  half  an 
hour  we  shelled  the  enemy's  rear.  A  caisson 
and  three  limbers  were  taken  from  the  field  on 
the  return  of  the  battery  to  our  line,  and  a 
James  rifle  gun  and  limber  was  hauled  to  the 
company  by  hand  and  turned  over  to  Lieuten- 
ant Shannon,  by  members  of  the  brigade.  The 
division  remained  in  this  position  till  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  it  was  moved  by  the  left 
flank  about  one  mile,  and  afterwards  two  miles 
to  the  right,  to  a  position  in  the  rear  and  to 
the  right  of  General  Breckinridge,  who  was 
then  engaging  the  enemy.  The  division  re- 
mained here  till  ten  A.  M.,  when  it  was  ordered 
forward  to  the  support  of  General  Breckinride. 
On  reaching  the  rear  of  General  Breckinridge's 
command,  it  was  found  to  be  falling  back, 
though  repeatedly  rallied  and  renewed  the  con- 
test. The  artillery  was  ordered  into  position  in 
rear  of  the  line,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
fronting  the  west,  which  position  we  were  Or- 
dered to  defend  ;  but  did  not  find  it  necessary 
to  fire.  Fowler's  battery  was  here  moved  for- 
ward and  an  eifort  made  to  gain  a  position  on 
the  right  of  our  line,  which  could  not  be  done 
in  consequence  of  the  infantry  continually  giv- 
ing way.  We  remained  here  till  half  past  four 
p.  M.,  when  we  moved  against  the  enemy,  the 
artillery  following  by  the  road,  and  ascending  a 
hill  and  taking  position  in  an  orchard  near  Mc- 
Donald's house,  and  on  the  right  of  the  divis- 
ion, we  succeeded  in  getting  seven  guns  in  po- 
sition and  engaged  a  Parrott  battery  of  the  en- 
emy, distant  about  eight  hundred  yards,  but  had 
no  sooner  opened  than  we  were  fired  upon  by 
a  masked  battery,  two  hundred  yards  from  our 
right  flank,  and  by  one  one  thousand  yards  from 
and  south-west  of  us,  and  by  another  on  the  left 
flank  of  Liddell's  brigade.  The  effect  of  our 
fire  was  very  destructive  to  the  enemy,  but  we 
were  forced  to  leave  the  ground,  as  the  advance 
of  a  line  of  the  enemy  at  a  double-quick  on  the 
left  £ank  of  Liddell's  brigade,  together  with  the 
artillery  fire  made  the  position  untenable.  The 
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order  was  given  to  the  artillery  not  to  retire  till 
the  last  moment,  nor  until  the  infantry  had  fallen 
back."  The  artillery  reached  the  base  of  the 
hill,  when,  being  flanked  by.the  Federals  and  a 
horse  shot  down  in  a  gun  of  both  Fowler's  bat- 
tery and  the  Washington  light  artillery  com- 
pany, Lieutenant  Shannon  called  upon  Captain 
Fletcher,  of  the  Thirteenth  Arkansas,  who  ral- 
lied a  few  men  and  secured  both  pieces,  which 
were  soon  afterwards  taken  to  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  a  gun  was 
ordered  by  General  Liddell  to  the  position  occu- 
pied by  us  on  the  previous  evening,  and  soon 
afterwards  both  Fowler's  battery  and  the 
Washington  light  artillery  were  ordered  to  the 
same  place.  It  soon  being  discovered  we  had 
no  enemy  in  our  front,  the  command  moved  on 
the  Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  latter  place.  A  report  of  the 
casualties  in  the  artillery  of  the  division  has 
been  forwarded. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  SWETT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery,  Liddell's  Division. 


Doc.  42. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  STONE  RIVER.* 

MAJOR-GENERAL  McCOOK'S  aEPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  RIGHT  WING  FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS,"! 

IN  CAMP  Two  AND  A  HALF  MILES  SOUTH  OP  V 

MURITKEESBOKO,  TENNESSEE,  January  8,  1863.  J 

Major  C.  Goddard,  Chief  of  Staff: 

MAJOR  :  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders 
from  the  General  corrfmanding,  received  at  my 
camp  on  Mill  Creek,  five  miles  south  of  Nash- 
ville, at  half-past  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  1862,  I 
put  the  right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corps 
in  motion  toward  Nolensville,  Tennessee. 

The  First  division,  Brigadier-General  Jeff.  C. 
Davis  commanding,  marched  at  six  A.  M.,  upon 
the  Edmonson  pike,  with  orders  to  move  upon 
that  road  to  Prim's  blacksmith's  shop,  whence 
it  was  to  march  direct,  by  a  country  road,  to 
Nolensville. 

The  Third  division,  Brigadier-General  Philip 
H.  Sheridan  commanding,  also  marched  at  six 
A.  M.,  and  upon  the  direct  road  to  Nolensville. 

The  Second  division,  Brigadier-General  R.  W. 
Johnson  commanding  (the  reserve  of  the  right 
wing),  followed  the  Third  division  upon  the 
direct  road. 

The  advance  guard  of  Generals  Davis'  and 
Sheridan's  columns,  encountered  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry about  two  miles  beyond  our  picket  line. 
There  was  continuous  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  until  the  heads  of  these  columns  reached 
Nolensville. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  the  enemy 
made  a  determined  stand  in  a  defile  and  upon  a 
range  of  hills  that  cross  the  turnpike  at  this 
point,  lining  the  slopes  with  skirmishers  and 

*  See  page  113  Documents  Rebellion  Record,  Volume  6. 


placing  a  six-gun  battery  on  a  commanding  posi- 
tion, endeavoring  to  repel  our  advance. 

They  were  attacked  in  front  and  their  posi- 
tion handsomely  turned,  by  General  (Colonel) 
Carlin's  brigade  of  Davis'  division,  capturing 
one  piece  of  their  artillery  and  several  pris- 
oners. After  taking  possession  of  the  defile 
and  hills,  the  command  was  encamped. 

On  the  night  of  this  day,  I  was  visited  by 
the  General  commanding,  who  gave  me  verbal 
orders  to  move  forward  in  the  morning  to 
Triune,  seven  miles  distant,  and  attack  Hardee's 
corps,  supposed  to  be  quartered  at  that  place. 
At  this  place  I  was  joined  by  Brigadier-General 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  regiments  and  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry. 

Preparations  were  made  to  move  forward  at 
daylight,  the  cavalry  under  General  Stanley  in 
advance,  followed  by  the  Second  division  under 
General  Johnson. 

It  having  rained  all  the  day  previous  and  the 
entire  night,  there  was  a  deep  fog,  which,  pre- 
vented our  seeing  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
in  any  direction. 

The  columns  having  moved  about  two  miles 
to  the  front,  they  again  encountered  the  enemy, 
consisting  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery. 
The  fog  at  this  time  being  so  thick  that  friend 
could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  and  our 
cavalry  being  fired  upon  by  our  infantry  skir- 
mishers on  the  flanks — the  enerry  being  con- 
versant with  the  ground,  my  troops  strangers  to 
it,  and,  from  prisoners  captured,  having  learned 
that  Hardee's  corps  had  been  in  line  of  battle 
since  night  before,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
advance  until  the  fog  lifted.  I  ordered  the  com- 
mand to  halt  until  the  work  could  be  done 
understandingly.  The  fog  having  lifted  at  one 
o'clock  P.  M.,  an  advance  was  immediately 
ordered,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  before  us. 

On  nearing  Triune,  we  found  that  the  main 
portion  of  the  forces  had  retired,  leaving  a  bat- 
tery of  six  pieces,  supported  by  cavalry,  to 
contest  the  crossing  of  Wilson's  Creek,  which 
has  steep  and  bluff  banks. 

The  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridge,  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  it  could  be  crossed.  On 
the  approach  of  our  skirmishers,  the  battery, 
with  the  cavalry,  took  flight  down  the  Eagles- 
ville  road.  It  now  being  nearly  dark,  and  a 
severe  and  driving  rain-storm  blowing,  they 
were  pursued  no  further. 

Johnson's  division  crossed,  and  camped  be- 
yond Wilson's  Creek,  repairing  the  destroyed 
bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  I  or- 
dered out  a  strong  reconnoissance,  under  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Willich,  to  learn 
whether  the  enemy  had  retired  to  Shelbyville 
or  Murfreesboro.  Pursuing  seven  miles  down 
the  Shelbyville  road,  it  was  found  that  the 
enemy  had  turned  to  the  left,  having  taken  a 
dirt  road  which  led  to  the  Salem  pike,  thence  to 
Murfreesboro. 

Leaving  the  Second    brigade  of   Johnson's 
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division  at  Triune,  I  marched  on  the  twenty-ninth, 
with  my  command,  on  the  Balle  Jack  road, 
toward  Murfreesboro,  the  road  being  very  bad, 
and  the  command  did  not  reach  Wilkinson's 
Cross-roads  (five  miles  from  Murfreesboro)  until 
'  late  in  the  evening. 

My  command  was  encamped  in  line  of  battle, 
Sheridan's  on  the  left  of  Wilkinson's  pike, 
Davis'  division  on  the  right  of  the  same  road, 
Woodruff's  brigade  guarding  the  bridge  over 
Overall's  Creek,  and  the  two  brigades  of  John- 
son's division  watching  the  right. 

On  that  evening,  believing  that  the  enemy 
intended  giving  our  army  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 
freesboro, I  .ordered  the  brigade  left  at  Triune 
to  join  the  command  .without  delay,  which  it 
did  on  the  thirtieth. 

At  one  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  thirtieth,  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Rosecrans  to  report  in 
person  at  his  headquarters,  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike,  and  arrived  there  at  three  and  a  half 
o'clock  A.  M.,  received  my  instructions,  which 
were  that  the  left  of  my  line  should  rest  on  the 
right  of  Genera]  Negley's  division,  and  my  right 
was  to  be  thrown  forward  until  it  became  paral- 
lel, or  nearly  so,  with  Stone  River,  the  extreme 
right  to  rest  on  or  near  the  Franklin  road. 

My  entire  .command  advanced  at  nine  and  a 
half  o'clock,  and  Sheridan's  division  moving 
down  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  until  its  advance 
encountered  the  enemy's  pickets. 

The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed,  the  left  of 
Sheridan's  division  resting  upon  the  Wilkinson 
pike,  immediately  upon  General  Negley's  right. 
The  remainder  of  Sheridan's  division  was  de- 
ployed to  the  right,  the  line  running  in  a  south- 
easterly direction.  Davis'  division,  which  had 
already  been  deployed,  moved  up,  his  left  rest- 
ing upon  Sheridan's  right,  Johnson's  division 
being  held  in  reserve.  Our  front  was  covered 
with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  who  soon  be- 
came sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters and  skirmishers. 

The  line  moved  forward,  but  slowly,  as  the 
enemy  contested  stubbornly  every  inch  of  ground 
gained  by  us.  The  ground  was  very  favorable 
to  them.  They  were  under  cover  of  heavy 
woods  and  cedar  thickets.  At  twelve  o'clock  M. 
on  the  thirtieth,  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Harding 
came  within  our  lines.  From  that  point  I  ascer- 
tained where  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  was — 
our  skirmishers  being  then  about  five  hundred 
yards  distant  from  it. 

The  right,  under  General  Davis,  moved  hand- 
somely, but  slowly,  into  position,  as  the  ground 
over  which  he  had  to  march  was  hotly  contested 
by  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 

At  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  word  was  sent  to  General 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  that  Colonel 
Zahn,  commanding  three  regiments  of  cavalry 
on  my  right  flank,  was  hard  pressed  by  a  supe- 
rior force.  I  ordered  one  brigade  of  my  reserve 
division  to  report  to  General  Stanley,  who  con- 
ducted it  to  the  Franklin  road.  On  his  approach, 
the  enemy  pressing,  Colonel  Zahn  retired,  and  the 
brigade  was  ordered  back  to  its  former  position. 


At  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  a  citizen,  residing  on  the 
Franklin  road,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  was  put  under  guard 
by  General  Stanley.  He  reported  as  follows : 

"  I  was  up  to  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  twice 
yesterday,  and  once  this  morning,  to  get  some 
stock  taken  from  me.  The  enemy's  troops  are 
posted  in  the  following  manner:  The  right  of 
Cheatham's  division  rests  on  the  Wilkinson  pike. 
Withers  is  on  Cheatham's  left,  with  his  left  rest- 
ing on  the  Franklin  road.  Hardee's  corps  is 
entirely  beyond  that  road,  his  right  resting  on 
that  road,  and  his  left  extending  toward  the 
Salem  pike." 

This  man  was  immediately  sent  to  the  General 
commanding,  and  subsequently  returned  to  me 
with  the  report  that  his  information  had  been 
received. 

I  also  sent  a  report  to  the  General  command- 
ing, by  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Horace  N.  Fisher,  that 
the  right  of  my  line  rested  directly  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  centre.  This  made  me  anxious  for 
my  right.  All  my  division  commanders  were 
immediately  informed  of  this  fact,  and  two  bri- 
gades of  the  reserve  division,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Generals  Willich  and  Kirk,  two  of 
the  best  and  most  experienced  Brigadiers  in  the 
army,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  line,  to 
protect  the  right  flank,  and  guard  against  sur- 
prise there. 

At  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from 
the.  General  commanding  to  have  large  and  ex- 
tended camp-fires  built  on  my  right,  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  making  them  believe  we  were  mass- 
ing troops  there.  This  order  was  communicated 
to  General  Stanley,  commanding  cavalry,"  and 
carried  into  execution  by  Major  R.  H.  Nodine, 
Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  Engineer  Officer  on  my 
staff. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  the  order  of 
battle  was  nearly  parallel  with  that  of  the  enemy, 
my  right  slightly  refused,  and  line  of  battle  in 
two  lines. 

Two  brigades  of  the  reserve  reinforced  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  the  Third  brigade  of  the 
reserve  was  posted  in  column  about  eight  hun- 
dred yards  in  rear  of  the  right.  On  the  evening 
of  the  thirtieth,  Sheridan's  left  rested  on  the 
Wilkinson  road,  and  on  the  right  of  Negley's 
division,  and  the  line  then  ran  in  a  south-easterly 
direction,  through  a  cedar  thicket,  until  General 
Davis'  right  rested  near  the  Franklin  road.  Kirk's 
brigade  was  on  Davis'  right.  Willich's  brigade 
flanked  on  a  line  nearly  perpendicular  to  the 
main  line,  forming  a  crochet  to  the  rear,  to  avoid 
the  possibilities  of  my  right  being  turned  by 
anything  like  an  equal  force.  My  line  was  a 
strong  one,  open  ground  in  front  for  a  short  dis- 
tance. My  instructions  for  the  following  day 
were  received  at  about  six  and  a  half  o'clock  p. 
M.  on  the  thirtieth,  which  were  as  follows : 

"  Take  strong  position ;  if  the  enemy  attack 
you,  fall  back  slowly,  refusing  your  right,  con- 
testing the  ground  inch  by  inch.  If  the  enemy 
do  not  attack  you,  you  will  attack  them,  not 
vigorously,  but  warmly.  The  time  of  attack  by 
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you  to  be  designated  by  the  General  command- 
ing." 

I  was  also  informed  that  Crittenden's  corps 
would  move,  simultaneously  with  my  attack, 
into  Murfreesboro'. 

Written  instructions  were  sent  by  me  to  each 
division  commander,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
tieth, explaining  to  each  what  would  be  required 
of  them  on  the  thirty-first. 

At  about  six  and  half  o'clock  on  the  thirty- 
first,  a  determined,  heavy  attack  was  made  on 
Kirk's  and  Willich's  brigades,  on  the  extreme 
right.  They  were  attacked  by  such  an  over- 
whelming force,  that  they  were  compelled  to  fall 
back. 

General  Kirk  being  seriously  wounded  at  the 
first  fire  upon  his  main  line,  General  Willich 
having  his  horse  killed  early  in  the  action,  and 
he  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  two 
brigades  were  deprived  of  their  immediate  com- 
manders, and  gave  way  in  confusion.  Colonel 
Post's  brigade,  on  the  right  of  Davis'  division, 
and,  in  fact,  my  entire  line  to  Sheridan's  left, 
was,  almost  simultaneously,  attacked  by  a  heavy 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  attack  in  front  of  Davis 
and  Sheridan  was  repulsed  several  times ;  and 
had  not  the  heavy  attacking  columns  of  the  ene- 
my on  my  right  succeeded  so  well,  my  line  could 
have  been  maintained,  and  the  enemy  driven 
back  to  his  barricades,  which  extended  from  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  with  but  a  short  interval,  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin  road. 
General  Sheridan's  division  was  ably  manoeuvred 
by  him,  under  my  own  eye. 

As  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  my  lines 
would  be  compelled  to  give  way,  orders  were 
given  to  re-form  my  line  in  the  first  skirt  of 
timber,  in  the  rear  of  my  first  position.  The 
enemy  advancing  so  rapidly  on  my  right,  I 
found  this  impossible,  and  changed  the  point  of 
re-forming  my  line  to  the  high  ground  in  rear  of 
the  Wilkinson  pike. 

Moving  to  the  left  of  my  line,  and  in  rear 
of  Sheridan's  division,  I  here  met  General  Rous- 
seau, in  a  cedar-wood,  posting  his  division  to 
repel  the  attack.  I  then  ordered  my  line  to  fall 
still  further  back,  and  form  on  the  right  of 
Rousseau.  I  gave  General  Johnson  orders,  in 
person,  to  form  his  division  in  rear  of  Rous- 
seau ;  Rousseau's  division  having  been  with- 
drawn to  the  open  ground  in  rear  of  the  cedar- 
woods,  the  last  position  became  untenable,  and 
my  troops  were  retired  to  the  Nashville  pike, 
where  my  wing,  except  ShaefFer's  brigade  of 
Sheridan's  division,  was  reassembled  and  replen- 
ished with  ammunition.  On  arriving  at  the  pike, 
I  found  Colonel  Harker's  brigade,  of  Wood's 
division,  retiring  before  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  Roberts'  bri- 
gade, of  Sheridan's  division,  to  advance  into  a 
cedar-wood,  and  charge  the  enemy  and  drive 
him  back.  Although  this  brigade  was  reduced 
in  numbers,  and  having  but  two  rounds  of  car- 
tridges, it  advanced  to  the  charge,  under  the 
gallant  Colonel  Bradley,  driving  the  enemy  back 
with  the  bayonet,  capturing  two  guns  and  forty 
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prisoners,  and  securing  our  communication  on 
the  Murfreesboro  pike  at  this  point.  This  bri- 
gade is  composed  of  the  Twenty-second,  Forty- 
second,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Fifty-first  Illinois. 
The  Twenty-seventh  particularly  distinguished 
itself. 

About  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  Colonel  Moses  B. 
Walker's  brigade  arrived  upon  the  field,  and 
reported  to  me  for  duty.  They  were  assigned 
to  General  Sheridan's  command,  to  whose  report 
I  refer  for  the  good  conduct  of  this  brigade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  thirty-first,  the  right 
wing  assumed  a  strong  position  ;  its  left,  com- 
posed of  Walker's  brigade, .  resting  near  a 
commanding  knoll,  the  line  running  nearly 
north-west  along  the  slope  of  a  ridge,  covered 
with  cedar  growth,  the  right  resting  on  the 
Murfreesboro  pike.  On  the  slope  strong  barri- 
cades were  erected,  which  could  have  been  well 
defended  by  single  lines.  The  second  line, 
Gibson's  brigade  (late  Willich's),  was  used  as  a 
reserve.  The  right  wing,  excepting  Davis' 
division  and  Gibson's  brigade,  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  general  engagements  after  the 
thirty-first.  There  was  constant  skirmishing  in 
my  front  till  the  night  of  the  third. 

On  the  fourth,  the  enemy  left  his  position  in 
front  of  the  right,  and  evacuated  Murfreesboro 
the  night  of  the  same  day.  On  the  sixth,  the 
right  wing  marched  to  its  present  camp,  two 
miles  and  a  half  south  of  Murfreesboro,  on  the 
Shelby ville  pike. 

The  reports  of  Generals  Johnson,  Davis;  and 
Sheridan,  division  commanders,  are  herewith 
inclosed.  Accompanying  General  Johnson's 
report,  you  will  find  the  reports  of  the  brigade, 
regimental,  and  battery  commanders,  carefully 
prepared. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  account  of  the 
commanding  General's  dispatch  to  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  also  from  erroneous  reports  sent  to 
the  public  by  newspaper  correspondents.  The 
attention  of  the  General  commanding  is  particu- 
larly called  to  the  reports  of  Colonels  Gibson  and 
Dodge  ;  also,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones'  report, 
who  commanded  the  pickets  in  front  of  Willich's 
brigade. 

Captain  Edgarton,  commanding  battery  of 
Kirk's  brigade,  certainly  was  guilty  of  a  great 
error  in  taking  even  a  part  of  his  horses  to 
water  at  such  an  hour.  He  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  therefore  no  report  can  be  had 
from  him  at  present. 

In  a  strict  compliance  with  my  orders,  and  the 
knowledge  I  possessed  of  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  communicated  to  my  supe- 
rior and  the  Generals  under  my  command,  I 
could  not  have  made  a  better  disposition  of  my 
troops. 

On  subsequent  examination  of  the  field,  I 
found  the  statements  of  the  citizens  referred  to 
in  my  report  correct,  as  the  barricades  extended 
fully  three-fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin 
road.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  Hardee's  corps, 
supported  by  McCown's  division  (late  of  Kirby 
Smith's  corps),  attacked  Kirk's  and  Willich's 
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brigade  about  the  same  time  Withers'  division 
attacked  Davis,  and  Cheatham's  division  attacke'd 
Sheridan.  Cheatham's  and  Withers'  divisions 
compose  Folk's  corps. 

I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my  line 
when  this  attack  commenced ;  therefore  I  did 
not  see  all  of  the  columns  that  attacked  and 
turned  my  right ;  but  it  may  be  safely  estimated 
that  the  rebel  force  outnumbered  ours  three  to 
one. 

After  leaving  my  line  of  battle,  the  ground  in 
the  rear  was,  first,  open  fields ;  second,  woods 
— then  a  dense  cedar-thicket;  and  over  such 
ground  it  was  almost  impossible  for  troops  to 
retire  in  good  order,  particularly  when  assailed 
by  superior  numbers. 

My  ammunition  train,  under  charge  of  my 
efficient  ordnance  officer,  Captain  Gates  P.  Thurs- 
ton,  First  Ohio,  was  at  an  early  horn-  ordered  to 
take  a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  of  my 
line.  It  was  then  attacked  by  the  cavalry, 
which  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
H.  Pease,  of  General  Davis'  staff,  and  Captain  G. 
P.  Thurston,  ordnance  officer. 

The  train  was  conducted  safely  to  the  Nash- 
ville pike  by  Captain  Thurston,  cutting  a  road 
through  the  cedar-wood  for  the  passage  of  the 
train. 

To  Brigadiers  R.  W.  Johnson,  Philip  H.  Sher- 
idan, and  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  upon  the  day  of  the  battle, 
and  for  their  prompt  support  and  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  during  their  service  in  the 
right  wing.  I  commend  them  to  my  superiors 
and  my  country. 

To  Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley  my  thanks 
are  particularly  due.  He  commanded  my  ad-- 
vance  from  Nolensyille,  and  directed  the  cavalry 
on  my  right  flank.  A  report  of  the  valuable 
services  of  our  cavalry  will  be  furnished  by 
General  Stanley.  I  commend  him  to  my  supe- 
riors and  my  country. 

For  the  particular  instances  of  good  conduct 
of  individuals,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
division  commanders. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  my  superiors  to  the  conspicuous  gallantry 
and  untiring  zeal  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Gibson,  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers.  He  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  Willich's  brigade,  and  was 
ever  prompt  to  dash  upon  the  enemy  with  his 
gallant  brigade  when  opportunity  permitted.  I 
have  repeatedly  recommended  him  for  promo- 
tion. He  has  again  won  additional  claims  to  his 
reward. 

Colonel  Barker,  commanding  a  brigade  of 
Wood's  division,  performed  gallant  service  un- 
der my  supervision,  as  also  did  Colonel  Fyffe,  of 
the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio.  They  are  commended  to 
my  superiors. 

To  my  staff — LieutenankColonel  E.  Bassett 
Langdon,  Inspector-General ;  'Major  R.  H.  No- 
dine,  Engineer  Officer;  Major  J.  A.  Campbell, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General;  Captain  Gates  P. 
Thurston,  Ordnance  Officer ;  Captain  B.  D.  Wil- 


liams, Aid-de-Camp  ;  Captain  J.  F.  Boyd,  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster ;  Captain  0.  F.  Blake,  Provost 
Marshal;  Major  Caleb  Bates,  Volunteer  .Aid-de- 
Camp  ;  Captain  Horace  N.  Fisher,  Volunteer 
Aid-de-Camp  and  Topographical  Engineer — my 
thanks  are  due  for  their  conspicuous  gallantry 
and  intelligence  on  the  field. 

My  escort,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Huckston,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  my 
orderlies  behaved  gallantly.  When  my  horse 
was  shot,  Orderly  Cook,  of  the  Second  Indiana 
cavalry,  replaced  him  with  his  own. 

The  officers  of  the  Signal  corps  "were  ever 
ready  to  perform  any  service  in  their  line,  or  as 
Aids. 

The  report  of  Surgeon  C.  McDermot,  the  Med- 
ical Director  of  the  right  wing,  is  also  submitted. 
Surgeon  McDermot's  gallantry  on  the  field,  and 
his  great  care  of  the  wounded,  is  worthy  of 
great  praise.  My  entire  medical  corps  behaved 
nobly,  except  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  S.  Fish,  of 
the  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  who  fled  to  Nash- 
ville. He  is  recommended  for  dismissal. 

The  casualties  of  my  wing  are  five  hundred 
and  forty  killed,  and  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  wounded. 

The  nation  is  again  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  gallant  spirits  who  fell  upon  the  san- 
guinary field. 

First  of  these,  Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Sill, 
commanding  First  brigade,  Third  division.  He 
was  noble,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  brave  to  a  fault.  He  had  no  ambi- 
tion save  to  serve  his  country.  He  died  a  Chris- 
tian soldier,  and  in  the  act  of  repulsing  the  en- 
emy. 

Such  names  as  Roberts,  Shaeffer,  Harrison, 
Stem,  Williams,  Reed,  Houssam,  Drake,  Woos- 
ter,  and  McKee,  all  field  officers,  and  many  other 
commissioned  officers,  of  the  right  wing,  who 
fell  vindicating  their  flag,  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten by  a  grateful  country. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
A.  McD.  McCooK, 

Major-Gencral  United  States  Volunteers. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  THOMAS'  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  CENTRE  FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS,        ~) 

DEPARTMENT  OJF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  > 

MURFREESBORO,  January  15, 1863.  J 

Major  C.  Goddard,  Adjutant-General  and  Chief 
of  Staff: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Major-General  commanding  the  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  the  following  report  of  the  op- 
erations of  that  part  of  my  command  which 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  in 
front  of  Murfreesboro.  It  is  proper  to  state 
here,  that  two  brigades  of  Fry's  division,  and 
Reynolds'  entire  division,  were  detained  near 
Gallatin  and  along  the  Louisville  and  Nashville 
railroad,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  rebel 
leader,  Morgan,  who  had  been,  for  a  long  time, 
on  the  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  destroy  the 
railroad. 

Rousseau's,  Negley's,  and  Mitchell's  divisions, 
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and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  division,  were 
concentrated  at  Nashville  ;  but  Mitchell's  divis- 
ion being  required  to  garrison  Nashville,  my 
only  available  force  was  Rousseau's  and  Negley's 
divisions,  and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  divis- 
ion, about  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five  (13,395)  efiective  men. 

December  26. 

Negley's  division,  followed  by  Rousseau's  di- 
vision and  Walker's  brigade,  marched  by  the 
Franklin  pike  to  Brentwood,  at  that  point  taking 
the  Wilson  pike.  Negley  and  Rousseau  were  to 
have  encamped  'for  the  night  at  Owen's  store. 
On  reaching  the  latter  place,  Negley,.  hearing 
heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Nolensville,  left 
his  train  with  a  guard  to  follow,  and  pushed 
forward  with  his  troops  to  the  support  of  Briga- 
dier-General J.  C.  Davis'  command,  the  advance 
division  of  McCook's  corps,  Davis  having  be- 
come hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  posted  in 
Nolensville  and  in  the  pass  through  the  hills 
south  of  that  village.  Rousseau  encamped,  with 
his  division,  at  Owen's  store,  and  Walker,  with 
his  brigade,  at  Brentwood.  During  the  night  a 
heavy  rain  fell,  making  the  cross-road  almost 
impassable,  and  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the 
twenty-seventh  that  Rousseau  reached  Nolens- 
ville with  his  troops  and  train.  Negley  re- 
mained at  Nolensville  until  ten  A.  M.  on  the 
twenty-seventh,  when,  having  brought  his  train 
across  from  Wilson's  pike,  he  move^  to  the  east, 
over  an  exceedingly  rough  by-road,  to  the  right 
of  Critteriden,  at  Stewartsboro,  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike.  Walker,  by  my  orders,  retraced  his 
steps  from  Brentwood  and  crossed  over  to  the 
Nolensville  pike. 

December  28. 

Negley  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro, 
bringing  his  train  from  the  rear.  Rousseau  reach- 
ed Stewartsboro  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eighth.  His  train  arrived  early  next  day. 

December  29. 

Negley's  division  crossed  Stewart's  Creek, 
two  miles  south-west  and  above  the  Turnpike 
Bridge,  and  marched  in  support  of  the  head  and 
right  flank  of  Crittenden's  corps,  which  moved, 
by  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  to  a  point  within  two 
miles  of  Murfreesboro.  The  enemy  fell  back 
before  our  advance,  contesting  the  ground  ob- 
stinately with  their  cavalry  rear.-guard. 

Rousseau  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsboro, 
detaching  Starkweather's  brigade,  with  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  to  the  Jeiferson  pike  crossing 
of  Stone  River,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  that  direction.  Walker  reached  Stew- 
artsboro, from  the  Nolensville  pike  about  dark. 

December  30. 

A  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  something  over 
four  hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, attacked  Starkweather  about  nine  A.  M.,  but 
were  soon  driven  off.  The  enemy  opened  a 
brisk  fire  on  Crittenden's  advance,  doing  but 
little  execution,  however,  about  seven  A.  M. 
During  the  morning,  Negley's  division  was  ob- 


liqued to  the  right,  and  took  up  a  position  on 
the  right  of  Palmer's  division  of  Crittenden's 
corps, 'and  was  then  advanced  through  a  dense 
cedar  thicket,  several  hundred  yards  in  width, 
to  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  driving  the"  enemy's 
skirmishers  steadily,  and  with  considerable  loss. 
Our  loss  comparatively  small.  About  noon, 
Sheridan's  division  of  McCook's  corps,  ap- 
proached by  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road,  joined 
Negley's  right,  McCook's  two  other  divisions 
coming  up  on  Sheridan's  right,  thus  forming  a 
continuous  line,  the  left  resting  on  Stone  River, 
the  right  stretching  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
resting  on  high  wooded  ground,  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  south  of  the  Wilkinson  Cross-road, 
and  has  since  been  ascertained,  nearly  parallel 
with  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  thrown  up  on 
the  sloping  land  bordering  on  the  north-west 
bank  of  Stone  River.'  Rousseau's  division  (with 
the  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade)  being 
ordered  up  from  Stewartsboro,  reached  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  army  about  four  p.  M.,  and 
bivouacked  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  in  the  rear 
of  the  centre.  Durinf  the  night  of  the  thirtieth, 
I  sent  orders  to  Walker  to  take  up  a  strong 
position  near  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Stewart's 
Creek,  and  defend  the  position  against  any 
attempts  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  destroy  it. 
Rousseau  was  ordered  to  move  by  six  A.  M.,  on 
the  thirty-first,  to  a  position  in  rear  of  Negley. 
This  position  placed  his  division  with  its  left  on 
the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  its  right  extending 
into  the  cedar  thicket,  through  which  Negley 
had  marched  on  the  thirtieth. 

In  front  of  Negley's  position,  bordering  a  large 
open  field,  reaching  to  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  a 
heavy  growth  of  timber  extended  in  a  southerly 
direction  toward  the  river.  Across  the  field, 
running  in  an  easterly  direction,  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  rille-pits  at  intervals  from  the  timber 
to  the  river  bank  to  the  east  side  of  the  turn- 
pike. Along  this  line  of  intrenchments,  on  an 
eminence  about  eight  hundred  yards  from  Neg- 
ley's position,  and  nearly  in  front  of  his  left, 
some  cannon  had  been  placed,  affording  the  ene- 
my great  advantage  in  covering  an  attack  on  our 
centre.  However,  Palmer,  Negley,  and  Sheri- 
dan held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  man- 
fully won  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  against 
every  attempt  to  drive  them  back,  and  remained 
in  line  of  battle  during  the  night. 

December  31. 

Between  six  and  seven  A.  M.,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing massed  a  heavy  force  on  McCook's  right 
during  the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  attacked  and 
drove  it  back,  pushing  his  divisions  in  pursuit 
in  echelon,  and  in  supporting  distance,  until  he 
had  gained  sufficient  ground  in  our  rear  to  wheel 
his  masses  to  the  right,  and  throw  them  upon 
the  right  flank  of  the  centre,  at  the  same  moment 
attacking  Negley  and  Palmer  in  front  with  a 
greatly  superior  force.  To  counteract  this  move- 
ment, I  had  ordered  Rousseau  to  place  two  brig- 
ades, with  a  battery,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Sheri- 
dan's division,  facing  toward  the  west,  so  as  to 
support  Sheridan,  should  he  be  able  to  hold  his 
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ground,  or  to  cover  him,  should  he  be  compelled 
to  fall  back.  About  eleven  o'clock,  General 
Sheridan  reported  to  me  that  his  ammunition 
was  entirely  out,  and  he  would  be  compelled  to 
fali  back  to  get  more.  As  it  became  necessary 
for  General  Sheridan  to  fall  back,  the  enemy 
pressed  on  still  further  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took 
up  a  position  which  gave  them  a  concentrated 
cross-fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  on  Negley's 
and  Rousseau's  troops,  at  short  range.  This 
compelled  me  to  fall  back  out  of  the  cedar- 
woods,  and  take  up  a  line  along  a  depression  in 
the  open  ground,  within  good  musket  range  of 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  while  the  artiUery  was 
retired  to  the  high  ground  to  the  right  of  the 
turnpike.  From  this  last  position,  we  were 
enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  cover  the 
formation  of  our  troops  and  secure  the  centre 
on  the  high  ground.  In  the  execution  of  this 
last  movement,  the  regular  brigade,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Shepard,  Eighteenth  United  States 
infantry,  came  under  a  most  murderous  fire, 
losing  twenty-two  officers  and  five  hundred  and 
eight  men  in  killed  and  \mmnded  ;  but,  with  the 
co-operation  of  Scribner's  and  Beatty's  (John) 
brigades,  and  Guenther's  and  Loomis'  batteries, 
gallantly  held  its  ground  against  overwhelming 
odds.  The  centre  having  succeeded,  in  driving 
back  the  enemy  from  its  front,  our  artillery, 
concentrating  its  fire  on  the  cedar-thicket  on  our 
right,  drove  him  back  far  under  cover,  from 
which,  though  attempting  it,  he  could  not  make 
any  advance. 

January  1, 1863. 

Repeated  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy 
to  advance  on  our  position,  during  the  morning, 
but  they  were  driven  back  before  emerging 
from  the  woods.  Colonel  Starkweather's  bri- 
gade, of  Rousseau's  division,  and  Walker's  bri- 
gade, of  Fry's  division,  having  reinforced  us 
during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Rous- 
seau, and  left  of  Sheridan,  and  bore  their  share 
in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  instant. 

Negley's  divison  was  ordered,  early  in  the 
day,  to  the  support  of  McCook's  right,  in  which 
position  it  remained  during  the  night. 

January  2. 

About  seven  A.  M.,  the  enemy  opened  a  direct 
and  cross-fire  from  his  batteries  in  our  front,  and 
from  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone  River, 
to  our  left  and  front,  at  the  same  time  making  a 
strong  demonstration  with  infantry,  resulting, 
however,  in  no  serious  attack.  Our  artillery — 
Loomis',  Guenther's,  Stokes',  and  another  bat- 
tery— the  commander's  name  I  can  not  now  re- 
call— soon  drove  back  their  infantry.  Negley 
was  withdrawn  from  the  extreme  right,  and 
placed  in  reserve  behind  Crittenden's  right. 
About  four  P.  M.,  a  division  of  Crittenden's  com- 
mand, which  had  crossed  Stone  River  to  recon- 
noitre, was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  gallant  resistance, 
compelled  to  fall  back.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  having  been  observed,  and  reported  by 


some  of  my  troops  in  the  centre,  I  sent  orders 
to  Negley  to  advance  to  the  support  of  Critten- 
den's troops,  should  they  want  help.  This  order 
was  obeyed  in  a  most  gallant  style,  and  resulted 
in  the  complete  annihilation  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Tennessee  (rebel)  regiment,  and  the  capture  of 
their  flag.  Also,  in  the  capture  of  a  battery, 
which  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  abandon 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  (See  Negley's 
report.) 

January  3. 

Soon  after  daylight,  the  Forty-second  Indiana, 
on  picket  in  a  clump  of  woods  about  eight  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  was  attacked 
by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy,  evidently  by  superior 
numbers,  and  driven  in,  with  considerable  loss. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Shanklin,  commanding  the 
regiment,  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
while  gallantly  endeavoring  to  draw  offliis  men, 
under  the  fire  of  such  superior  numbers.  From 
these  woods,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  con- 
tinued to  fire  occasionally  during  the  day,  on  our 
pickets. 

About  six  p.  M.,  two  regiments  from  Colonel 
John  Beatty's  brigade,  Rousseau's  division,  co- 
operating with  two  regiments  of  Spears'  (Ten- 
nessee) brigade,  of  Negley's  division,  covered 
by  the  skilful  and  well-directed  fire  of  Guen- 
ther's Fifth  United  States  artiUery,  and  Loomis' 
First  Michigan  battery,  advanced  on  the  woods 
and  drove  the  enemy,  not  only  from  its  cover, 
but  from  the  intrenchments,  a  short  distance 
beyond. 

The  enemy  having  retreated  during  the  night 
of  the  third,  our  troops  were  occupied  during 
the  night  of  the  fourth  in  burying  the  dead  left 
on  the  field.  In  the  afternoon,  one  brigade  of 
Negley's  division  was  advanced  to  the  crossing 
of  Stone  River,  with  a  brigade  of  Rousseau's 
division  in  supporting  distance,  in  reserve. 

January  5. 

My  entire  command,  preceded  by  Stanley's 
cavalry,  marched  into  Murfreesboro  and  took 
up  the  position  which  we  now  hold.  The  ene- 
my's rear  guard  of  cavalry  was  overtaken  on  the 
Shelbyville  and  Manchester  roads,  about  five 
miles  from  Murfreesboro,  and  after  sharp  skir- 
mishing for  two  or  three  hours,  was  driven  from 
our  immediate  front. 

The  conduct  of  my  command,  from  the  time 
the  army  left  Nashville  to  its  entry  into  Mur- 
freesboro, is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise, 
both  for  their  patient  endurance  of  the  fatigues 
and  discomforts  of  a  five  days'  battle,  and  for 
the  manly  spirit  exhibited  by  them  in  the  various 
phases  in  this  memorable  contest.  I  refer  you 
to  the  detailed  reports  of  division  commanders, 
for  special  mention  of  those  officers  and  men  of 
their  commands  whose  conduct  they  thought 
worthy  of  particular  notice. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff,  Major  G.  E. 
Flynt,  Assistant  Adjutant-General;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  A.  Von  Schrader,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio, 
Acting  Inspector-General ;  Captain  0.  A.  Mack, 
Thirteenth  United  States  infantry,  acting  Chief 
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Commissary;  and  Captain  A.  J.  Mackay,  Chief 
Quartermaster,  were  actively  employed  in  carry- 
ing orders  to  various  parts  of  my  command,  and 
in  the  execution  of  the  appropriate  duties  of 
their  office.  Captain  0.  A.  Mack  was  danger- 
ously wounded  in  the  right  hip  and  abdomen, 
while  conveying  orders  from  me  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Rousseau.  The  officers  of  the  Signal  corps, 
attached  to  my  headquarters,  did  excellent  ser- 
vice in  their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible  ; 
and  as  Aids-de-Camp,  carrying  orders.  My  es- 
cort, composed  of  a  select  detail  from  the  First 
Ohio  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Barker, 
of  the  same  regiment,  having  been  on  duty  with 
me  for  nearly  a  year,  deserve  commendation  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate 
duties.  Private  Gusteam  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
shot,  on  the  morning  of  January  second.  Sur- 
geon C.  D.  Beebe  deserves  special  mention  for 
his  efficient  arrangements  for  moving  the  wound- 
ed from  the  field,  and  giving  them  immediate 
attention. 

The  details  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying 
reports  of  division  commanders. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  CRITTENDEN'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  LEFT  WING,       \ 
MURFREESBORO,  January  20, 1863.  J 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  Goddard,  Chief  of  Staff: 
COLONEL:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  left  camp 
near  Nashville  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  December, 
and  reached  the  point  where  the  battle  of  Stone  | 
River  was  fought,  before  dusk  on  the  morning  j 
of  the  twenty-ninth.  The  march  from  Nashville 
was  accompanied  by  the  skirmishing  usual  when 
an  army  moves  toward  an  enemy,  posted  near 
by  and  in  force.  The  gallant  and  handsome 
things  done  by  several  different  portions  of  my 
command  during  this  march,  have  been  men- 
tioned in  detail  by  the  immediate  commanders 
conducting  the  advance  and  leading  the  skir- 
mishers. The  seizure  of  two  bridges,  one  by 
General  Hascall,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Hazen  ; 
the  gallant  charge  of  the  troops  of  Hascall's 
brigade  at  Lavergne ;  and  the  counter-charge 
and  capture  of  twenty-five  of  the  enemy  by  a 
company  of  the  new  regiment,  One  Hundredth 
Illinois,  when  charged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
are  worthy  of  special  notice. 

It  was  about  dusk,  and  just  at  the  moment 
when  Generals  Wood  and  Palmer  had  halted  to 
gather  up  their  troops,  that  I  reached  the  head 
of  my  command.  These  two  Generals  had  their 
divisions  in  line  of  battle — General  Wood  on 
the  left,  arid  General  Palmer  on  the  right ;  the 
enemy  in  sight,  and  evidently  in  heavier  force 
than  we  had  yet  encountered  them,  it  was  evi- 
dent they  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of 
the  river  and  to  fight  a  battle  at  or  near  Mur- 
freesboro. 

At  this  moment  I  received  an  order  to  occupy 


Murfreesboro  with  one  division,  camping  the 
other  two  outside. 

I  immediately  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and 
the  movement  was  commenced.  General  Wood 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  place,  General  Palmer 
being  ordered,  at  General  Wood's  suggestion,  to 
keep  in  line  with  Wood's  division,  and  advance 
with  him,  until  he  had  forced  the  passage  of  the 
river.  At  this  time  it  was  dark.  General  Wood 
had  declared,  when  he  received  the  order,  that 
it  was  hazarding  a  great  deal  for  very  little,  to 
move  over  unknown  ground  in  the  night,  in- 
stead of  awaiting  for  daylight,  and  that  I  ought 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  disobeying  the  or- 
der. I  thought  the  movement  hazardous,  but  as 
the  success  of  the  whole  army  might  depend  on 
the  prompt  execution  of  orders  by  every  officer, 
it  was  my  duty  to  advance.  After  General 
Wood  had  issued  the  order  to  advance,  and 
General  Palmer  had  received  his  also,  they  both 
came  to  see  me,  and  insisted  that  the  order  should 
not  be  carried  out.  I  refused  to  rescind  the  or- 
der, but  consented  to  suspend  it  for  one  hour, 
as  General  Rosecrans  could  be  heard  from  in  that 
time.  During  the  interval  the  General  himself 
came  to  the  front,  and  approved  of  what  I  had 
done. 

In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Harker,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,  gallantly  crossed  the  river  with  his 
brigade  and  Bradley's  battery,  and  Hascall  was 
already  in  the  river  advancing,  when  the  order 
to  suspend  the  movement  was  received.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  recalled  Harker,  and,  to  my 
great  satisfaction,  this  able  officer,  with  consum- 
mate address,  withdrew  from  the  actual  presence 
of  a  vastly  superior  force  his  artillery  and  troops, 
and  recrossed  the  river  without  any  serious  loss. 
During  the  night  General  McCook  came  over  to 
see  the  commanding  General,  and  reported  that 
he  was  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  about  three  miles 
in  the  rear  of  our  line,  and  that  he  should  ad- 
vance in  the  morning. 

The  next  morning  (the  thirtieth)  early,  my 
line  of  battle  was  formed.  Palmer's  division 
occupied  the  ground  to  the  right  of  the  turn- 
pike, his  right  resting  on  Negley's  left,  Negley 
having  advanced  into  the  woods  and  taken  a 
position  in  the  centre,  to  take  a  position  with 
General  McCook  when  he  should  come  into 
line.  General  Wood  was  to  occupy  that  part 
of  our  front  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  ex- 
tending down  the  river.  General  Van  Cleve 
was  held  in  reserve  to  the  rear  and  left. 
This  position  of  our  forces  was,  without  mate- 
rial change,  maintained  all  day,  though  the  skir- 
mishing during  part  of  the  day  was  very  heavy, 
particularly  on  our  extreme  right,  where  Mc- 
Cook was  coming  up.  Then,  when  it  apparently 
assumed  the  proportion  of  a  battle,  I  proposed 
to  cross  the  river  with  my  corps,  and  attack 
Murfreesboro  from  the  left,  by  way  of  the  Leb- 
anon pike ;  but  the  General,  though  approving 
the  plan  of  attack,  would  not  consent  that  1 
should  move  until  McCook  was  more  seriously 
engaged. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  when  the 
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battle  began,  I  occupied  the  front  near  the  turn- 
pike, General  Palmer's  division  on  the  right. 
General  Wood  011  the  left,  General  Van  Cleve  in 
reserve  to  the  rear  and  left.  About  eight  o'clock, 
when  my  troops  under  Van  Cleve  were  crossing 
the  river,  as  ordered,  and  when  all  was  ready 
for  an  advance  movement,  it  became  evident 
that  our  right  was  being  driven  back  ;  orders 
were  received  and  immediately  issued  recalling 
Van  Cleve  and  stopping  the  advance  ;  Van  Cleve 
was  ordered  to  leave  a  brigade  to  guard  the 
ford — Matthews'  brigade,  Colonel  Price  command- 
ing in  Colonel  Matthews'  absence,  was  left — and 
to  hurry  with  ah"  possible  dispatch  to  try  and 
check  the  enemy  to  the  right  and  rear.  One 
brigade  of  his  division,  Colonel  Fyffe's,  had 
already  been  ordered  to  protect  the  train  then 
threatened  near  the  hospital,  and  General  Van 
Cleve  moved  at  once  and  quickly  to  the  right 
with  Beatty's  brigade.  He  arrived  most  oppor- 
tunely, as  his  own  and  Colonel  Beatty's  reports 
show,  and  checked  the  enemy.  The  confusion 
of  our  own  troops,  who  were  being  driven  from 
the  woods  at  this  point,  hindered  him,  for  some 
time,  from  forming  his  men  in  line  of  battle. 
This  difficulty,  however,  was  soon  overcome,  his 
line  rapidly  formed,  and  one  small  brigade,  com- 
manded by  the  gallant  Colonel  Beatty,  of  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of  General 
Van  Cleve,  boldly  attacked  vastly  superior  forces 
of  the  enemy  then  advancing  in  full  career, 
checked  their  advance,  and  drove  them  back. 
Being  soon  reinforced  by  FyfFe's  brigade  and 
Harker's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division,  the  ene- 
my were  pressed  vigorously,  and  too  far.  They 
came  upon  the  enemy  massed  to  receive  them, 
who,  outnumbering  them  and  outflanking  them, 
compelled  them  to  fall  back  in  turn.  This  they 
did  in  good  order,  and  fighting  with  such  effect 
that  the  enemy  drew  off  and  left  them,  and  they 
were  able  to  hold  their  position  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  From  this  time  the  great 
object  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  to  break  our 
left  and  front,  where,  under  great  disadvantages, 
my  two  divisions,  under  Generals  Wood  and  Pal- 
mer, maintained  their  ground. 

When  the  troops  composing  the  centre  and 
right  wing  of  our  army  had  been  driven  by  the 
enemy  from  our  original  line  of  battle  to  a  line 
almost  perpendicular  to  it,  the  First  and  Second 
divisions  of  the  left  wing  still  nobly  maintained 
their  position.  Though  several  times  assaulted 
by  the  enemy  in  great  force,  it  was  evident  that 
it  was  vital  to  us  that  this  position  should  be 
held,  at  least  until  our  troops,  who  had  been 
driven  back,  could  establish  themselves  on  their 
new  line.  The  country  is  deeply  indebted  to 
Generals  Wood  and  Palmer  for  the  sound  judg- 
ment, skill,  and  courage  with  which  they  man- 
aged their  commands  at  this  important  crisis  in 
the  battle.  The  reports  of  my  division  com- 
manders show  how  nobly  and  how  ably  they 
were  supported  by  their  officers  ;  and  the  most 
melancholy  and  convincing  proof  of  the  bravery 
of  all  who  fought  in  this  part  of  the  field  is 
their  terrible  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  for 


with  them  was  no  rout,  no  confusion  ;  the  men 
who  fell,  fell  fighting  in  the  ranks. 

Generals  Wood  and  Van  Cleve  being  wounded 
on  the  thirty-first,  their  commands  devolved,  of 
course,  on  other  officers — General  Hascall  tak- 
ing command  of  Wood's  division,  and  Colonel 
Beatty  of  Van  Cleve's,  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary. It  was  a  fortunate  thing  that  competent 
and  gallant  officers  took  command  of  these  two 
noble  divisions. 

On  the  night  of  the  thirty-first,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  General  commanding,  I  reunited  my 
command,  bringing  them  all  together  on  the  left 
of  the  turnpike,  and  before  daylight,  by  orders 
from  the  General  commanding,  we  took  up  a 
new  line  of  battle,  about  five  hundred  yards  to 
the  rear  of  our  former  line  ;  Hascall's  division 
was  ordered  to  rest  their  right  on  the  position 
occupied  by  Stokes'  battery,  and  his  left  on 
General  Palmer's  right ;  General  Palmer  was  to 
rest  his  left  on  the  ford,  his  right  extending 
toward  the  railroad,  and  perpendicular  to  it, 
thus  bringing  the  line  at  right  angles  to  the 
railroad  and  turnpike,  and  extending  from 
Stokes'  battery  to  the  ford.  On  the  morning  of 
the  first  of  January,  Van  Cleve's  division  again 
crossed  the  river,  and  took  position  on  ground 
the  General  considered  it  important  we  should 
hold, "extending  from  the  ford  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  river,  the  right  resting  on  high  ground 
near  the  river,  and  the  left  thrown  forward,  so 
that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  nearly 
perpendicular  to  it.  These  changes  in  position 
having  been  accomplished,  the  day  passed 
quietly,  except  continued  skirmishing  and  oc- 
casional artillery  firing.  The  next  day  (Jan- 
uary second)  large  forces  of  the  enemy's  infan- 
try and  artillery  were  seen  to  pass  to  the  right, 
apparently  contemplating  an  attack.  Lieutenant 
Livingston,  with  Drury's  battery,  was  ordered 
over  the  river,  and  Colonel  Grose's  brigade,  of 
Palmer's  division,  was  also  crossed  over,  taking 
post  on  the  hill  near  the  hospital,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  left  and  rear  of  Beatty's  position. 

About  four  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  sec- 
ond, a  sudden  and  concentrated  attack  was  made 
on  the  Third  division,  now  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Beatty ;  several  batteries  opened  at  the 
same  time  on  their  division. 

The  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  di- 
rected upon  two  brigades,  forced  them,  after 
a  bloody  but  short  conflict,  back  to  the  river. 
The  object  of  the  enemy  (it  is  since  ascertained) 
was  to  take  the  battery  which  we  had  on  that 
side  of  the  river  In  this  attempt  it  is  most  likely 
they  would  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  sound 
judgment  and  wise  precaution  of  Colonel  Beatty, 
in  changing  the  position  of  his  battery.  It  was 
so  late  when  the  attack  was  made  that  the  ene- 
my, failing  in  their  enterprise  to  capture  our 
battery,  were  sure  of  not  suffering  any  great 
disaster  in  case  of  a  repulse,  because  night 
would  protect  them.  They  not  only  failed  to 
capture  our  battery,  but  lost  four  of  their  guns 
in  their  repulse  and  flight.  As  soon  as  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  enemy  were  driving  Col- 
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onel  Beatty,  I  turned  to  my  Chief  of  Artillery, 
Captain  John  Mendenhall,  and  said,  "  Now, 
Mendenhall,  you  must  cover  my  men  with  your 
cannon."  Without  any  show  of  excitement  or 
haste,  almost  as  soon  as  the  order  was  given, 
the  batteries  began  to  open,  so  perfectly  had  he 
placed  them.  In  twenty  minutes  from  the  time 
the  order  was  received,  fifty-two  guns  were  fir- 
ing upon  the  enemy.  They  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  checked  in  their  advance ;  from  a 
rapid  advance  they  broke  at  once  into  a  rapid 
retreat.  Reinforcements  soon  began  to  arrive  ; 
our  troops  crossed  the  river  and  pursued  the 
flying  enemy  until  dark. 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  report  that  the  offi- 
cers and  men  from  the  centre  and  right  wing 
hurried  to  the  support  of  the  left  wing,  when  it 
was  known  to  be  hard  pressed.  General  J.  C. 
Davis  sent  a  brigade  at  once  without  orders, 
then  applied  for  and  obtained  orders  to  foUow 
immediately  with  his  division.  General  Negley, 
from  the  centre,  crossed  with  a  part  of  his  divis- 
ion. General  McCook,  to  whom  I  applied  for  a  bri- 
gade, not  knowing  of  Davis'  movement,  ordered 
immediately  Colonel  Gibson  to  go  with  his  bri- 
gade, and  the  Colonel  and  the  brigade  passed  at 
double-quick  in  less  than  five  minutes  after  the 
request  was  made.  Honor  is  due  to  such  men. 
On  the  night  of  the  second,  General  Hascall, 
with  his  division,  and  General  Davis  with  his, 
camped  a  little  in  advance  of  the  position  which 
Beatty  had  occupied.  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  Second  division,  camped  with  two 
brigades  in  reserve  to  Hascall 's  and  Davis'  divis- 
ions, and  the  remaining  brigade,  on  this  side  of 
the  river.  In  this  position  these  troops  remain- 
ed until  Saturday  night,  when  the  river  begin- 
ning to  rise,  and  the  rain  continuing  to  fall,  it 
was  feared  we  might  be  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  army,  and  all  re-crossed  the  river  except 
Palmer's  two  brigades,  which  remained,  and  did 
not  come  back  until  it  was  ascertained  the  next 
day  (Sunday)  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated 
Murfreesboro. 

I  feel  that  this  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  is  very 
imperfect.  I  have  only  endeavored  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  most  important  features 
of  the  battle.  The  reports,  however,  of  the  di- 
vision commanders,  and  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  Artillery,  give  a  detailed  and  good  account 
of  the  memorable  incidents  which  occurred  in 
this  particular  fight. 

Reports  of  the  division  commanders  show 
how  nobly  they  were  sustained  by  their  subor- 
dinate officers,  and  all  reports  show  how  nobly 
the  troops  behaved.  Generals  Wood  and  Van 
Cleve,  though  wounded  early  in  the  battle  of 
the  thirty-first,  remained  in  the  saddle  and  on 
the  field  throughout  the  day,  and  at  night  were 
ordered  to  the  rear  ;  General  Palmer,  exposing 
himself  everywhere  and  freely,  escaped  unhurt, 
and  commanded  the  Second  division  throughout 
the  battle.  To  these  division  commanders,  I 
return  my  most  earnest  and  heartfelt  thanks, 
for  the  brave,  prompt,  and  able  manner  in  which 


they  executed  every  order,  and  I  most  urgently 
present  their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  to  the  Government,  as  having  fairly  earned 
promotion. 

After  the  thirty-first,  General  Hascall  com- 
manded Wood's  division,  the  First,  and  Colonel 
Beatty  the  Second,  Van  Cleve's.  To  these  offi- 
cers I  am  indebted  for  the  same  cheerful  and 
prompt  obedience  to  orders,  the  same  brave 
support  which  I  received  from  their  predeces- 
sors in  command ;  and  I  also  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  names  to  the  commanding  General 
and  the  Government,  as  having  earned  promo- 
tion on  the  field  of  battle. 

There  are  numerous  cases  of  distinguished 
conduct  in  the  brigade  as  well  as  regimental 
commanders,  mentioned  by  my  division  com- 
manders as  meriting  promotion.  I  respectfully 
refer  the  General  commanding  to  division,  bri- 
gade, and  regimental  reports,  and  solicit  for  the 
gallant  officers  and  men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  for  conduct  and  bravery  in  battle, 
the  honors  they  have  won.  We  have  officers 
who  have  commanded  brigades  for  almost  a 
year,  though  they  have  but  the  rank  of  Colonel ; 
in  such  cases,  and  in  all  like  cases,  as  where  a 
Lieutenant  commands  a  company,  it  seems,  if  the 
officers  have  capacity  for  their  commands  on  the 
field,  that  they  should  have  the  rank  the  com- ' 
mand  is  entitled  to.  The  report  of  Captain 
Mendenhall,  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wing, 
shows  the  efficiency,  skill,  and  daring  with 
which  our  artillery  officers  handled  their  batter- 
ies. Division  and  brigade  commanders  vie  with 
each  other  in  commendation  upon  different  bat- 
teries4  Some  of  the  batteries,  fighting  as  they 
did  in  parts  of  the  field,  won  praises  from  all. 
To  these  officers,  also,  attention  is  called,  with  a 
sincere  hope  that  they  may  be  rewarded  as  their 
valor  and  bearing  deserves. 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral to  the  left  wing,  has  been,  for  nearly  eight- 
een months,  the  most  indefatigable  officer  I  ever 
knew  in  his  department.  His  services  to  me 
are  invaluable.  On  the  field  here,  as  at  Shiloh, 
he  was  distinguished,  even  among  so  many 
brave  men,  for  his  daring  and  efficiency.  Cap- 
tain R.  Loder,  Inspector-General  for  the  left 
wing,  has  entitled  himself  to  my  lasting  grati- 
tude, by  his  constant  and  able  management  of 
his  department.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
gallant  and  lamented  Colonel  Garesche  told  him, 
in  my  presence,  but  a  short  time  before  the  bat- 
tle, that  he  had  proved  himself  to  be  the  best 
Inspector-General  in  the  army.  On  the  field  of 
battle  bravery  was  added  to  the  same  efficiency 
and  activity  which  marked  his  conduct  in  the 
camp. 

Captain  John  Mendenhall,  who  has  been  men- 
tioned already  as  Chief  of  Artillery  to  my  com- 
mand, but  of  whom  too  much  cannot  be  said,  is 
also  Topographical  Engineer  on  my  staff.  In  this 
capacity,  as  in  all  where  he  works,  the  work  is 
well  and  faithfully  done.  His  services  at  Shiloh, 
of  which  I  was  an  eye-witness;  his  splendid 
conduct  as  Chief  of  Artillery  to  the  left  wing  ; 
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his  uniform  soldierly  bearing,  point  him  out  as 
eminently  qualified  for  promotion. 

To  the  Medical  Director  of  the  left  wing,  Dr. 
A.  J.  Phelps,  the  thanks  of  the  army  and  the 
country  are  due,  not  only  for  his  prompt  attention 
to  the  wounded,  but  for  his  arrangements  for 
their  immediate  accommodation.  He  took  good 
care  not  only  of  the  wounded  of  my  command, 
but  of  more  than  two  thousand  wounded  from 
other  corps,  and  from  the  enemy.  Since  the 
battle,  I  have  visited  his  hospitals,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  left  wing. 

Captain  Louis  M.  Buford  and  Lieutenant 
George  Knox,  my  Aids-de-Camp,  were  brave, 
active,  and  efficient  helps  to  me  all  through  the 
battle.  Captain  Buford  was  struck  just  over  the 
heart,  fortunately,  by  a  ball  too  far  spent  to  pen- 
etrate, and  which  only  bruised.  The  Captain 
and  Lieutenant  Knox  were  frequently  exposed 
to  the  heaviest  firing,  as  they  fearlessly  carried 
my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Captain  Case,  of  the  Signal  corps,  tendered  his 
services  as  a  volunteer  Aid,  and  proved  himself 
a  bold  soldier  and  an  efficient  Aid.  Two  other 

officers  of  the  same  corps.  Lieutenants 

and   ,  tendered  their  services  as  Aids, 

.and  were  placed  on  my  staff  during  the  battle, 
and  I  thank  them  sincerely  for  their  services. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Third  Kentucky 
cavalry,  who  commanded  my  escort,  was  as 
quietly  brave  on  the  battle-field  as  he  is  mild 
and  gentlemanly  in  the  camp. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  will  be 
proper  to  add,  that  when  I  speak  of  a  quiet  day, 
I  mean  to  speak  comparatively.  We  had  no-quiet 
days ;  no  rest  from  the  time  we  reached  the  bat- 
tle-field until  the  enemy  fled,  skirmishing  con- 
stantly, and  sometimes  terrible  cannonading.  On 
the  second,  which  we  call  a  quiet  day,  until  about 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  the  First  division,  under  Has- 
call,  lay  for  half  an  hour,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  under  the  heaviest  cannonading  we  endured. 
Many  men  were  killed,  but  he  and  his  brave 
soldiers  would  not  flinch. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  demon- 
strates with  what  fearful  energy  and  earnestness 
the  battle  was  contested  in  my  command. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CRITTENDEN, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  D.  S.  STANLEY'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY.  FOURTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS,") 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,         V 

NEAR  MURFREESBORO,  January  9,  1863. ) 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the 
information  of  the  General  commanding  the 
army,  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  cavalry  under  my  command  in  the  ad- 
vance upon  and  battle  of  Murfreesboro  : 

Upon  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December,  I 
divided  the  cavalry  into  three  columns,  putting 
the  First  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Minty, 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  upon  the  Murfrees- 


boro pike,  in  advance  of  General  Crittenden's 
corps.  The  Second  brigade,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Zahn,  Third  Ohio  cavalry,  was  ordered 
on  Franklin,  to  dislodge  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  move  parallel  to  General  McCook's  corps, 
protecting  his  right  flank.  The  reserve  cavalry, 
consisting  of  the  new  regiments,  viz.:  Anderson 
troop,  First  Middle  Tennessee,  Second  East  Ten- 
nessee cavalry,  and  four  companies  of -the  Third 
Indiana,  I  commanded  in  person,  and  preceded 
General  McCook's  corps  on  the  Nolensville  pike. 

Colonel  John  Kennett,  commanding  cavalry 
division,  commanded  the  cavalry  on  the  Mur- 
freesboro pike.  For  the  operations  of  this 
column,  and  also  the  movements  of  Colonel 
Zahn  up  to  the  thirty-first  of  December,  I  would 
refer  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  Colonel 
Kennett,  and  Colonels  Zahn  and  Minty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  our  cav- 
alry first  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  Nolens- 
ville pike,  one  mile  in  advance  of  Balle  Jack 
Pass;  their  cavalry  was  in  large  force,  and 
accompanied  by  a  battery  of  artillery.  The 
fighting  continued  from  ten  o'clock  until  even- 
ing, during  which  time  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  two  miles  beyond  Lavergne.  The  Third 
Indiana  and  Anderson  troop  behaved  gallantly, 
charging  the  enemy  twice,  and  bringing  them  to 
hand-and-hand  encounters.  The  conduct  of 
Majors  Rosengarten  and  Ward,  the  former  now 
deceased,  was  most  heroic.  On  the  twenty- 
eighth  we  made  a  reconnoissance  to  College 
Grove,  and  found  that  Hardee's  rebel  corps  had 
marched  to  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  Colonel  Zahn's  brigade 
having  formed,  was  directed  to  march  upon 
Murfreesboro  by  the  Franklin  road  ;  the  reserve 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Balle  Jack  road,  the  col- 
umn communicating  at  the  crossing  of  Stewart's 
Creek.  We  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  found  them  in  strong  force  at  Wilkinson's 
Cross-roads.  Our  cavalry  drove  them  rapidly 
across  Overall's  Creek,  and  within  one-half  mile 
of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  The  Anderson 
cavalry  behaved  most  gallantly  this  day,  pushing 
at  full  charge  upon  the  enemy  for  six  miles  ;  un- 
fortunately their  advance  fronted  too  recklessly ; 
having  dispersed  their  cavalry,  the  troop  fell 
upon  two  regiments  of  rebel  infantry  in  ambush, 
and  after  a  gallant  struggle  were  compelled  to 
retire,  with  the  loss  of  Major  Rosengarten  and 
six  men  killed,  and  the  brave  Major  Ward  and 
five  men  desperately  wounded.  With  the  loss 
of  these  two  most  gallant  officers,  the  spirit  of 
the  "  Anderson  Troop,"  which  gave  such  full 
promise,  seems  to  have  died  out,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  any  duty  out  of  them  since. 

On  the  thirtieth  the  entire  cavalry  force  was 
engaged  in  guarding  the  flanks  of  the  army  in 
position.  Some  small  cavalry  skirmishing  oc- 
curred, but  nothing  of  importance.  At  eleven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  the  thirtieth,  I  marched  for  La- 
vergne, with  the  First  Tennessee  and  the  Ander- 
son cavalry.  Near  that  place  I  was  joined  by 
detachments  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  cavalry.  At  half-past  nine  o'clock 
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on  the  thirty-first,  I  received  an  order  from  the 
General  commanding,  directing  me  to  hasten  to 
the  right.  I  made  all  possible  speed,  leaving  a 
strong  detachment  to  protect  the  trains  crossing 
the  road  at  Stewartsboro,  and  to  pick  up  strag- 
glers. Upon  arriving  upon  the  right  flank  of 
the  army,  I  found  order  restored,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  General  McCook's  right,  my  right  ex- 
tending toward  Wilkinson's  Cross-roads,  occu- 
pying the  woods  about  the  meeting-house  and 
Overall's  Creek.  In  this  position  we  were  at- 
tacked, about  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  by  a  long  line  of 
foot  .skirmishers.  My  first  impression  was  that 
these  were  covered  infantry,  but  I  soon  learned 
that  they  were  dismounted  cavalry.  We  suc- 
cessfully held  them  at  bay  for  half  an  hour  with 
the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
dismounted,  when,  being  outflanked,  I  ordered 
our  line  to  mount  and  fall  back  to  the  open  field. 
The  enemy  followed  here,  and,  being  reinforced 
by  detachments  oLthe  Anderson  and  Third  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  and  by  the  First  Tennessee,  we 
charged  the  enemy  and  put  him  to  rout.  The 
cavalry  held  the  same  position  this  night  they 
had  taken  upon  my  arrival  upon  the  field. 
About  nine  o'clock  New  Year's  morning,  the 
enemy  showed  aline  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods 
to  our  front,  and  soon  after  brought  a  six-gun 
battery  to  bear  upon  my  cavalry.  As  we  could 
not  reach  the  enemy's  skirmishers  nor  reply  to 
his  artillery,  I  ordered  iny  cavalry  to  fall  back. 
A  part  of  Zahn's  brigade  marched  this  day  to 
Nashville,  to  protect  our  trains.  Colonel  Zahn's 
report  is  inclosed. 

The  second  and  third  of  January  the  cavalry 
was  engaged  m  watching  the  flanks  of  our  po- 
sition. On  the  fourth  it  became  evident  that 
the  enemy  had  fled  ;  the  cavalry  was  collected 
and  moved  to  the  fords  of  Stone  River.  Upon 
the  fifth  we  entered  Murfreesboro.  Zahn's  bri- 
gade marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Shelbyville  pike  six  miles,  finding  no  opposition. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry,  I  marched 
on  the  Manchester  pike,  and  encountered  the 
enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Lytle's  Creek,  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  town.  We  fought  with  this 
force  till  near  sundown,  pushing  them  from  one 
cedar-brake  to  another,  when,  being  reinforced 
by  General  Spears'  brigade  of  East  Tennessee- 
ans,  we  drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  last  stand  in 
disorder.  We  returned  after  dusk  and  encamped 
on  Lytle's  Creek.  Our  troops  all  behaved  well. 
The  skirmishing  was  of  a  very  severe  char- 
acter. 

The  Fourth  United  States  cavahy,  which  was 
this  day  first  under  my  control,  behaved  very 
handsomely.  Captain  Otis'  command  acted  in- 
dependently until  the  fifth  instant,  when  they 
came  under  my  command. 

The  duty  of  the  cavalry  was  very  arduous. 
From  the  twenty-sixth   of   December   till    the 
fourth  of  January,  the  saddles  were  only  taken 
off  to  groom,  and  were  immediately  replaced. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  JOHN  KENNETT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ) 
CAMP  STANLEY,  January  8,  1863.     J 

Captain  W.  H.  Sinclair  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the 
reports  of  the  part  taken  in  the  fighting  of  the 
two  brigades  composing  the  First  cavalry  divis- 
ion from  December  twenty-sixth,  1862,  up  to  the 
night  of  January  fifth,  1863,  from  Nashville  to 
Murfreesboro,  and  six  miles  beyond  Murfrees- 
boro, on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyville  pikes. 

On  leaving  Nashville  the  Second  brigade,  un- 
der Colonel  Zahn,  took  the  road  to  Franklin ; 
Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley,  with  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  cavalry  and  Anderson 
troop,  taking  the  Nolensville  pike.  The  First 
brigade,  Colonel  Minty  commanding,  under  my 
harge,  took  the  Murfreesboro  pike.  I  reported 
my  command  to  General  Palmer,  who  placed  us 
in  advance.  Our  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy 
some  five  miles.  The  afternoon  was  well  spent 
when  General  Palmer  relieved  us  with  infantry 
skirmishers.  The  cavalry  forming  the  reserve 
on  the  right  and  left  flanks,  the  First  brigade 
marched  directly  as  a  reserve  to  the  advance 
skirmishers  of  the  army  composing  the  left  wing, 
on  their  flanks,  up  to  December  thirtieth,  1862. 

On  December  thirty-first,  1862,  we  were 
posted  as  reserves  on  the  flanks,  throwing  out 
our  skirmishers  and  vedettes,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  We  performed  a 
variety  of  duty  as  scouts  on  the  different  ave- 
nues leading  to  our  camp  and  connecting  with 
the  roads 'centring  upon  Nashville,  Tennessee — 
flankers,  vedettes,  couriers — engaging  the  enemy 
daily  on  the  right  flank. 

Some  few  incidents  which  could  not  have 
fallen  under  the  eye  of  the  brigade  commanders, 
having  occurred  under  my  immediate  notice,  I 
beg  leave  to  append. 

When  the  enemy  charged  upon  our  wing, 
scattering  a  few  regiments,  who  stampeded 
to  the  rear,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Rosecrans,  in  person,  to  collect  all  the  cavalry, 
at  my  command,  and  proceed  to  rally  the  right 
wing  and  drive  the  enemy  away.  I  found  Col- 
onel Murra}r,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  in  command 
of  about  a  squadron  of  men.  With  that  we 
made  our  way  to  the  right.  We  found  a  com- 
plete stampede — infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery, 
rushing  to  the  rear,  and  the  rebel  cavalry  charg- 
ing upon  our  retiring  forces  on  the  Murfreesboro 
pike.  Colonel  Murray,  with  great  intrepidity,  en- 
gaged the  enemy  toward  the  skirts  of  the  wood, 
and  drove  them  in  three  charges.  His  men 
behaved  like  old  veterans.  Between  his  com- 
mand and  the  field,  was  filled  with  rushing  rebel 
cavalry  charging  upon  our  retreating  cavalry 
and  infantry,  holding  many  of  our  soldiers  as 
prisoners. 

I  rallied  the  Third  Ohio,  some  two  companies, 
who  were  falling  back,  and  formed  them  in  the 
rear  of  a  fence,  where  volley  after  volley  had 
the  effect  of  driving  back  the  rebels  on*the  run, 
the  Third  Ohio  charging  upon  them  effectually, 
thereby  relieving  the  pike  of  their  presence, 
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saving  the  train,  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  res- 
cuing from  their  grasp  many  of  our  men  taken 
as  prisoners.  One  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant  Rielly, 
being  a  prisoner  in  their  hands,  was  released. 
Lieutenant  Murray,  of  the  Third  Ohio,  displayed 
energy,  courage,  and  coolness  upon  this  occa- 
sion, in  executing  my  orders.  I  also  take  great 
pride  in  mentioning  the  prompt  manner  with 
which  my  staff  conveyed  my  orders  in  all  these 
engagements. 

Two  of  my  orderlies  displayed  high  order  of 
chivalry.  Jaggers  charged  upon  two  rebel  cav- 
alry, rescuing  two  men  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  who  were  being  taken  off  as 
prisoners.  The  other,  Farrish,  shot  two  of  the 
rebels,  and  came  to  my  rescue  in  a  personal  en- 
counter with  a  rebel,  who  was  in  the  act  of 
levelling  his  pistol  at  my  head,  but  he  found  a 
carbine  levelled  into  his  own  face,  and  at  my 
order  to  surrender,  he  delivered  his  pistols,  car- 
bine, and  horse  to  me.  They  both  deserve  pro- 
motion, and  would  make  good  officers. 

The  able  and  undaunted  spirit  and  ability 
which  Colonel  Minty  has  displayed  whenever 
coming  under  my  eye,  I  take  great  satisfaction 
in  noticing.  The  officers  and  men  all  displayed 
great  self-sacrifice.  Major  Wynkoop,  of  the 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  commanding,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Wooley,  Adjutant-G-eneral  of  the  First 
brigade,  carried  out  every  order  with  unhesitat- 
ing energy  and  will,  displaying  the  highest  order 
of  gallantry. 

Captain  E.  Otis,  of  the  Fourth  regular  cavalry, 
although  he  does  not  belong  to  my  division,  but 
being  posted  on  the  left  wing  of  our  skirmishers 
on  the  march  on  the  Manchester  road,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  as  well  as  take  great  pleasure  in  stating 
he  is  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 

Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  forces  pursuing  the  retiring  rebels 
on  the  march,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  convey  and 
see  his  orders  executed.  Before  closing  this 
report  it  is  my  duty  to  make  honorable  mention 
of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Newell, 
commanding  a  section  of  artillery  attached  to 
my  division.  During  the  first  day's  engagement 
near  Lavergne,  he  placed  his  two  pieces  on 
well-selected  ground,  and  did  great  execution, 
killing  three  horses,  dismounting  seven,  and 
scattering  the  rebel  cavalry  by  his  well  and 
timely  aimed  shots.  He  has  on  several  occa- 
sions' displayed  talents  of  the  first  order  as  an 
artillerist. 

It  would  not  be  amiss  at  this  time  to  state  that 
my  entire  command  were  short  of  rations,  per- 
forming duty,  night  and  day,  in  the  wet  field 
without  shelter,  exposed  to  the  wet,  cold,  and 
hunger,  without  a  murmur.  Major  Paransom,  of 
the  Third  Ohio,  displayed  great  presence  of 
mind  and  determination  in  maintaining  his  posi- 
tion on  the  right  flank  with  his  battalion,  to  cover 
an  ammunition  train,  long  after  the  cavalry  on 
his  right  had  been  driven  away  by  the  enemy's 
shells.  .  Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  KENNETT, 

Commanding  Division. 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  W.  JOHNSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DITTSION,         1 
RIGHT  WING,  January  6,  1863. j 

Major  J.  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Adjiaant-Gen- 

eral: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  Second  division, 
under  my  command,  beginning  December  twen- 
ty-sixth, 1862,  the  day  upon  which  it  left  Nash- 
ville, and  terminating  on  January  sixth,  1863  : 

Agreeably  .to  orders,  tne  divisions  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corps 
marched  from  their  camps  near  Nashville,  tak- 
ing the  Nolensville  pike,  and  arrived  in  that 
village  the  same  day,  at  four  o'clock  p.  M.  On 
the  following  day  the  same  divisions,  with  mine 
in  advance,  marched  to  Triune.  The  rebel  rear- 
guard contested  the  ground  inch  by  inch,  and 
the  day  was  passed  constantly  skirmishing  with 
them,  with  no  loss  on  our  side,  but  several  cas- 
ualties on  their  part.  Triune  was  occupied  by 
my  division  about  four  p.  M.  The  following  day 
(December  twenty-eighth),  the  command  re- 
mained in  Triune.  A  reconnoissance,  to  ascer- 
tain the  direction  the  enemy  had  retreated,  was 
made  by  a  brigade  of  my  command,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  A.  Willich.  It  having 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  to- 
ward Murfreesboro,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  a 
brigade  at  Triune,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  to 
march  on  Murfreesboro  on  what  is  known  as 
the  BaUe  Jack  road.  Colonel  P.  P.  Baldwin, 
Third  brigade,  was  left  at  Triune.  The  com- 
mand arrived  at  Wilkinson's  Cross-roads  about 
eight  P.  M.,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  and  an  order 
sent  at  once  to  Colonel  Baldwin  to  move  for- 
ward his  brigade,  which  arrived  early  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  thirtieth.  My  division  was  in 
reserve  on  the  twenty-ninth.  On  the  following 
morning,  December  thirtieth,  General  Sheridan's 
division  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, covering  the  Wilkinson  pike,  while  General 
Davis'  division  marched  in  the  same  order,  on 
the  right  of  General  Sheridan.  My  division, 
being  held  in  reserve,  was  marched  in  column 
on  the  pike.  There  being  no  troops  ou  General 
Davis'  right,  and  General  Sheridan's  left  being 
guarded  by  General  Crittenden's  left  wing  (N. 
B. — Negley's  division  of  centre),  I  was  ordered 
to  oblique  to  the  right,  covering  the  right  of 
General  Davis'  division.  About  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  I  received  an  order  from  Major-General 
McCook  to  look  well  to  my  right,  as  General 
Hardee  (rebel),  with  his  corps,  was  on  the  right 
flank  of  our  column.  I  ordered  the  Second  bri- 
gade, Brigadier-General  E.  N.  Kirk  commanding, 
to  take  position  with  his  brigade,  his  left  rest- 
ing against  the  right  of  General  Davis,  his  right 
refused  so  as  to  cover  our  right  flank.  About 
dark  I  placed  General  Willich's  on  the  right  of 
Kirk's,  refusing  his  right,  and  directed  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  forward,  con- 
necting on  the  left  with  those  of  General  Davis, 
and  extending  to  the  right  and  rear,  near  the 
Wilkinson  pike.  This  line  of  skirmishers  was 
thrown  forward  about  six  hundred  yards,  and 
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near  those  of  the  enemy.  My  Third  brigade, 
Colonel  Baldwin  commanding,  was  held  in  re- 
serve. In  consultation  with  General  McCook, 
late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth,  ho  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  reliable  information  to 
the  effect  that  the  centre  of  the  rebel  line  of 
battle  was  opposite  to  our  extreme  right,  and 
that  we  would  probably  be  attacked  by  the 
entire  rebel  army  early  on  the  following  mom- 
ing.  His  prediction  proved  true.  He  also  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  communicated  this  infor- 
mation to  the  commanding  General.  I  expected 
a  change  in  the  programme  for  the  following 
day,  but  none  was  made.  My  brigade  com- 
manders were  called  together,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  following  day  fully  explained  to 
them.  Every  arrangement  was  made  for  an 
attack.  Two  gallant  and  experienced  officers 
commanded  my  two  advance  brigades,  and 
every  precaution  was  taken  against  surprise. 

At  twenty-two  minutes  past  six  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirty-first,  the  "outposts  in  front 
of  my  division  were  driven  in  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  infantry,  outnumbering  my  forces 
greatly,  and  known  to  contain  about  thirty-five 
thousand  men.  At  the  same  time  my  extreme 
right  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The 
gallant  Kirk  and  Willich  soon  opened  up  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  the 
advancing  columns,  causing  wavering  in  the 
ranks;  but  fresh  columns  would  soon  replace 
them,  and  it  was  apparent  that  to  faU  back  was 
a  "  military  necessity."  Edgarton's  battery,  after 
firing  three  rounds,  had 'so  many  of  his  horses 
killed  as  to  render  it  unmanageable.  He,  how- 
ever, remained  with  it,  and  continued  to  fire, 
until  he  fell  by  a  severe  wound,  and  he  and  his 
battery  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Before 
falling  back,  the  horse  of  General  Willich  was 
killed,  and  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 
About  the  same  time,  General  Kirk  received  a. 
severe  wound,  which  disabled  him.  Seeing  the 
pressure  upon  my  lines,  I  ordered  up  my  reserve 
brigade,  under  the  gallant  Baldwin.  The  troops 
of  his  brigade  advanced  promptly,  and  delivered 
their  fire,  holding  their  ground  for  some  time ; 
but  they,  too,  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  The 
troops  of  this  division,  for  the  first  time,  were 
compelled  to  yield  the  field  temporarily,  but  the 
heroes  of  Shiloh  and  Perryville  did  no.t  abandon 
their  ground  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  im- 
mense masses  of  the  enemy  hurled  against  them, 
and  then  inch  by  inch. 

The  ground  over  which  the  division  passed,  cov- 
ered with  the  enemy's  dead  and  those  of  our  own 
men,  shows  that  the  field  was  warmly  contested. 
Several  times  the  lines  were  re-formed  and  re- 
sistance offered  ;  but  the  columns  of  the  enemy 
were  too  heavy  for  a  single  line,  and  ours  would 
have  to  yield.  Finally  the  left  flank  of  my  di- 
vision reached  the  line  of  General  Rousseau's, 
when  it  was  re-formed  and  fought  until  out  of 
ammunition,  but  my  efficient  Ordnance  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Murdoch,  had  a  supply  in  readiness, 
which  was  soon  issued,  and  the  division  assisted 
in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field  in  their  last 


desperate  struggle  of  the  day.  Soon  the  curtain 
of  darkness  fell  upon  the  scene  of  blood,  and  all 
was  quiet,  awaiting  the  coming  of  morn  to  renew 
hostilities. 

Morning  came,  but  the  enemy  had  withdrawn. 
January  first  was  a  day  of  comparative  quiet  in 
camp,  few  shots  being  fired,  but  many  prepara- 
tions made  for  a  heavy  battle  on  the  following 
day.  General  Crittenden's  wing  was  attacked 
in  force  on  the  second,  and  one  of  my  brigades, 
Colonel*  Gibson's,  was  sent  to  reinforce  them. 
For  the  gallant  part  taken  by  it  reference  is 
made  to  the  report  of  Major-General  Crittenden. 
The  enemy  evacuated  Murfreesboro  on  the  night 
of  the  third.  On  the  sixth  I  was  ordered  to 
move  my  camp  to  a  point  on  the  Shelbyville 
road,  four  miles  south  of  Murfreesboro. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command  was  good.  The  Louisville  Legion, 
under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Berry,  brought  off  by  hand  one  cannon, 
after  the  horses  were  killed.  They  yielded  the 
ground  only  when  overpowered,  offering  an  ob- 
stinate resistance  at  every  point.  Some  few  in 
each  regiment,  becoming  panic-stricken,  fled  to 
JSfashville  for  safety.  Captain  Simonson  man- 
aged his  battery  with  skill  and  courage,  and 
with  it  did  good  execution.  He  lost  two  guns, 
but  not  until  the  horses  had  been  killed  and  the 
guns  disabled.  Goodspeed's  battery  lost  three 
guns  and  quite  a  number  of  horses.  This  bat- 
tery was  handled  well  and  did  good  execution, 
under  Lieutenant  Belden. 

After  the  capture  of  General  Willich,  his  bri- 
gade was  commanded  temporarily  by  Colonel 
Wallace,  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  but  was  after- 
ward commanded  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Gibson, 
Forty-ninth  Ohio.  General  Kirk  becoming  dis- 
abled was  replaced  by  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  while  the  Third  brigade  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Baldwin.  These  four  Colonels  have 
demonstrated  their  fitness  for  command  on  sev- 
eral bloody  fields,  and  are  recommended  to  my 
superiors  for  promotion.  Their  coolness  and 
courage  rendered  them  conspicuous  throughout 
the  bloody  engagement.  Major  Klein  and  his 
battalion  of  the  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  deserve 
special  mention ;  under  their  gallant  leader,  the 
battalion  was  always  in  front,  and  rendered  effi- 
cient service. 

To  Captains  Barker,  Hooker,  Thurston,  and 
McLeland ;  Lieutenants  Taft,  Hills,  and  Sheets, 
of  my  staff,  many  thanks  are  due  for  their  effi- 
ciency and  promptness  in  carrying  orders  to  all 
parts  of  the  field.  My  Medical  Director,  Surgeon 
Marks,  and  the  medical  officers  of  the  division, 
were  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  wounded,  and  to  them  my  thanks 
are  due.  My  escort,  composed  of  the  following 
named  men  of  the  Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  who 
accompanied  me  throughout  the  engagement, 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  good  con- 
duct: Sergeant  Win.  C.  Miles;  privates  Geo. 
Long,  Thomas  Salvers,  John  Christian,  John 
Whitten,  James  Bowmen,  B.  Hammerslein,  R.  A. 
Novah. 
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Private  Bowen's  horse  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
ball. 

The  loss  of  the  division  was  as  follows: 
Killed,  260  ;  wounded,  1,005  ;  missing,  1,280  ; 
total,  2,545. 

The  missing  are  supposed  to  have  been  cap- 
tured. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  JOHNSON, 

Brigadier  General,  commanding. 

BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JEFF.  C.  DAVIS'  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTEES  FIRST  DIVISION,  RIGHT  WING,  \ 
January  8, 1863.      j 

Major  J.  A.  Campbell,  Acting  Adjutant-General: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  division 
under  my  command,  in  the  recent  operations 
against  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
Triune  and  Murfreesboro : 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  ult.,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
Genera]  commanding  tire  right  wing,  I  broke  up 
camp  at  St.  James'  Chapel,  on  Mill  Creek,  and 
advanced  upon  Nolensville  via  the  Edmonson 
pike,  as  far  as  Prim's  blacksmith  shop  ;  from 
thence  my  advance  was  over  a  rugged  country 
road,  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  inces- 
sant rain  which  had  been  falling  in  torrents  dur- 
ing the  entire  morning. 

The  enemy's  pickets  were  discovered  by  my 
cavalry  escort  (composed  of  Company  B,  Thirty- 
sixth  Illinois  volunteers,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Shirer),  within  a  few  miles  of  our  camp. 
This  small  force  of  cavalry  being  the  only 
mounted  force  under  our  command,  I  ordered 
them  to  the  front,  with  instructions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  to  attack  him  on  his 
flanks  at  every  opportunity.  So  effectually  was 
this  done  that  the  infantry  and  artillery  were 
enabled  to  move  with  little  interruption  to 
within  a  mile  of  Nolensville.  By  this  time  I 
had  learned  from  reliable  information,  through 
citizens  as  well  as  cavalry  scouts,  that  the  enemy 
occupied  the  town  in  some  force  both  of  cavalry 
and  artillery. 

The  First  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Indiana,  Seventy-fourth,  Seventy-fifth, 
and  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  regiments,  and  the  Fifth 
Wisconsin  battery,  commanded  by  Colonel  P. 
Sidney  Post,  was  immediately  deployed  for  an 
advance  upon  the  town.  Pinney's  Fifth  Wis- 
consin battery  was  posted  so  as  to  command  the 
town  and  all  approaches  from  the  south-west. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  was  seen  by  this  time  taking 
position  on  a  range  of  hills  south-west  of  town, 
and  was  evidently  attempting  to  flank  our  posi- 
tion. A  few  shells  from  Pinney's  battery  soon 
caused  them  to  fall  back.  A  battery  which  by 
this  time  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  into 
position,  opened  fire,  but  was  after  a  few  rounds 
silenced  by  Pinney's  guns. 

The  Second  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Thirty-eighth  Illinois,  Fifteenth  Wis- 


consin, and  One  Hundred  and  First  Ohio  regi- 
ments, and  the  Second  Minnesota  battery,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Carlin,  had  lay  this  time 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  Post's  right,  and  mov- 
ing rapidly  forward  soon  engaged  the  enemy's 
dismounted  cavalry  in  a  sharp  skirmish. 

The  Third  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  Eighty-first  Indiana, 
and  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Woodruif,  was  deployed  on  the  right, 
so  as  to  check  any  effort  which  might  be  made 
to  attack  my  flank  from  this  direction.  Carlin 
advanced  in  excellent  order,  driving  everything 
before  him  until  ordered  to  halt,  having  dis- 
lodged the  enemy  from  his  position  entirely. 

By  this  time  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
would  probably  make  another  effort  to  resist 
our  advance  about  two  miles'  further  on,  and 
notwithstanding  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  men  were  much  fatigued  from  a  hard 
day's  march  through  rain  and  mud,  I  could  not 
forego  the  opportunity  thus  offered  in  giving 
them  another  chance  to  signalize  their  courage 
and  endurance.  Ascertaining  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion as  well  as  I  could,  I  ordered  the  advance. 
Their  lines  were  soon  discovered,  occupying 
a  range  of  high  rocky  hills,  through  which  the 
Nolensville  and  Triune  pike  passes,  known  as 
"  Knob's  Gap."  This  was  a  favorable  position 
to  the  enemy,  and  well  guarded  by  artillery, 
which  opened  fire  at  long  range  upon  Carlin's 
lines. 

Hotchkiss'  and  Pinney's  batteries  were  rapidly 
brought  into  action  and  opened  fire,  while  Car- 
lin's brigade  charged  the  battery,  carried  the 
heights  in  his  front  and  captured  two  guns.  Post's 
brigadfe  carried  the  heights  on  the  left  of  the 
road  with  but  little  resistance,  while  Woodruff's 
brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  on 
the  extreme  right. 

The  day  had  now  closed,  and  I  ordered  the 
troops  to  bivouac  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions from  the  General  commanding,  who  arrived 
at  this  time  upon  the  ground,  followed  by  Gen- 
erals Sheridan's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

The  steady  courage  and  soldierly  zeal  dis- 
played on  this  occasion  by  both  officers  and 
men,  gave  ample  assurance  of  what  could  be 
expected  of  them  in  the  coming  struggle  at 
Murfreesboro. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  in  accordance  with 
the  General's  instructions,  the  division  took 
position  at  the  junction  of  the  Balle  Jack  road 
with  the  Nolensville  pike,  one  mile  from  Triune, 
where  it  remained  in  bivouac  until  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-ninth,  at  which  time  the  advance 
was  resumed.  In  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  moved  forward  on  the  Balle  Jack  as  far  as 
Stewart's  Creek,  a  few  miles  beyond  which  it 
was  reported  by  our  cavalry  the  enemy  had 
shown  himself  in  considerable  force.  The 
General  commanding,  arriving  at  this  time  in 
person  at  the  head  of  the  column,  ordered  a 
halt  until  the  division  in  the  rear  could  be 
brought  up. 

Brigadier-General  Stanley,  commanding  the 
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cavalry  in  advance,  soon  reported  the  road  clear, 
and  the  march  was  resumed  without  obstruc- 
tion, until  the  entire  command  reached  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  six  miles  from  Murfreesboro. 

The  division  bivouacked  during  the  night  at 
Overall's  Creek,  three  and  a  half  miles  from 
Murfreesboro,  the  left  brigade  resting  on  the 
Wilkinson  pike.  On  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
tieth, the  division  moved  forward  and  took 
position  on  General  Sheridan's  right,  about  three 
hundred  yards  south  of  and  parallel  to  the  Wil- 
kinson pike,  in  which  position  it  remained  until 
two  o'clock  p.  M.  A  few  companies  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  to  the  front,  in  a  skirt  of  timber 
land,  soon  found  those  of  the  enemy,  and  for 
several  hours  a  brisk  skirmish  was  kept  up 
with  varying  results. 

About  two  o'clock  p.  M.,the  General  command- 
ing ordered  a  general  advance  of  the  whole 
line.  This  the  enemy  seemed  at  first  disposed 
to  resist  only  with  his  skirmishers ;  gradually, 
however,  as  both  parties  strengthened  their 
lines  of  skirmishers,  the  contest  became  more 
animated.  Our  main  lines  steadily  advanced, 
occupying  and  holding  the  ground  gained  by 
the  skirmishers,  until  about  half  an  hour  before 
sunset,  when  the  enemy's  position  was  plainly 
discovered  running  diagonally  across  the  old 
Murfreesboro  and  Franklin  road.  The  enemy's 
batteries  now  announced  our  close  proximity 
to  their  lines.  Carpenter's  and  Hotchkiss's  bat- 
teries were  soon  brought  into  opposition  and 
opened  fire.  Woodrufl's  and  Carlin's  brigades 
by  this  time  felt  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  main 
lines  and  responded  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

Post's  brigade,  moving  steadily  forward  on 
the  right,  after  a  most  obstinate  resistance  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  succeeded  in  driving  his 
skirmishers  from  a  strong  position  in  our  front, 
forcing  them  to  retire  upon  their  main  lines. 
Night  soon  brought  a  close  to  the  conflict.  Re- 
ceiving directions  at  this  time,  from  General  Mc- 
Cook,  to  desist  from  any  further  offensive  de- 
monstration than  what  might  be  necessary 
to  hold  my  position,  1  ordered  the  troops 
to  rest  for  the  night  on  their  arras.  Two  bri- 
gades of  General  Johnson's  division,  heretofore 
held  in  reserve,  arrived  and  took  position  on  my 
right  about  sunset,  thus  extending  our  line  of 
battle  beyond  the  old  Franklin  and  Murfrees- 
boro road.  These  brigades  were  commanded 
by  Generals  Willich  and  Kirk. 

The  night  passed  off  quietly  until  about  day- 
light, when  the  enemy's  forces  were  observed 
by  our  pickets  to  be  in  motion.  Their  object 
could  not,  however,  with  certainty  be  deter- 
mined until  near  sunrise,  when  a  vigorous  attack 
was  made  upon  Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades. 
These  troops  seemed  not  to  have  been  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  assault,  and,  with  little  or  no  resist- 
ance, retreated  from  their  position,  leaving  their 
artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  left 
my  right  brigade  exposed  to  a  flank  movement, 
which  the  enemy  was  now  rapidly  executing, 
and  compelled  me  to  order  Post's  brigade  to  fall 
back  and  partially  change  its  front.  Simultane- 


ous with  this  movement  the  enemy  commenced 
a  heavy  and  very  determined  attack  on  both 
Carlin's  and  Woodruff's  brigades. 

These  brigades  were  fully  prepared  for  the 
attack,  and  received  it  with  veteran  courage. 
The  conflict  was  fierce  in  the  extreme  on  both 
sides.  Our  loss  was  heavy,  and  that  of  the  ene- 
my no  less.  It  was,  according  to  my  observa- 
tions, the  best  contested  point  of  the  day,  and 
would  have  been  held  but  for  the  overwhelming 
force  moving  so  persistently  against  my  right. 
Carlin  finding  his  right  flank  being  severely 
pushed  and  threatened  with  being  turned, 
ordered  his  troops  to  retire.  Woodruffs  brigade 
succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  and  holding 
its  position  Until  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
on  both  its  flanks  compelled  it  to'  retire. 

Pinney's  battery,  which  was  posted  in  an  open 
field  upon  my  extreme  right,  and  ordered  to  be 
supported  by  a  part  of  Post's  brigade,  now 
opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy's 
advancing  lines.  This  gallant  and  distinguished 
battery,  supported  by  the  Twenty-second  Indiana 
and  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  regiments,  together  with 
a  brigade  of  General  Johnson's  division,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Baldwin  (Sixth  Indiana  vol- 
unteers), for  a  short  time  brought  the  enemy  to 
a  check  on  our  right.  Hotchkiss's  battery  had 
also,  by  this  time,  taken  an  excellent  position 
near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  so  as  to  command  the 
enemy's  approach  across  a  large  cotton-field  in 
his  front,  over  which  he  was  now  advancing. 
The  infantry,  however,  contrary  to  expectations, 
failed  to  support  this  battery,  and  after  firing  a 
few  rounds  was  forced  to  retire.  In  accordance 
with  instructions  received  during  the  night,  an- 
nouncing the  plan  of  operations  for  the  day,  I 
desisted  from  any  further  attempts  to  engage 
the  enemy  except  by  skirmishers  thrown  to  the 
rear  for  that  purpose,  until  my  lines  had  reached 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Nashville 
and  Murfreesboro  pikes,  wrhen  I  again  deter- 
mined to  re-form  my  lines  to  resist  his  further 
advance.  To  this  order  but  few  of  the  regi- 
ments responded,  their  ranks  being  much  thin- 
ned by  killed  and  wounded,  and  not  a  few 
availed  themselves  of  the  favorable  opportunity 
offered  by  the  dense  woods  through  which  we 
were  compelled  to  pass,  to  skulk  like  cowards 
from  the  ranks. 

The  reserve  force  here  moved  to  the  front, 
and  relieved  my  command  from  any  further  par- 
ticipation in  the  engagement  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  took  position  on  the  right.  My  skirmishers 
were  immediately  thrown  out,  and  soon  engaged 
the  enemy's,  until  night  brought  a  close  to  hos- 
tilities for  the  day. 

During  the  first;  and  second  of  January,  the 
division  occupied  this  position  in  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  pickets  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  second,  when  I  received  orders  from 
General  Rosecrans  to  hasten  to  the  support  of  a 
part  of  General  Crittenden's  command,  who  had 
been  some  time  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy 
across  the  river,  on  our  extreme  left. 
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Moving  as  rapidly  as  possible  across  the  river 
to  the  field  of  battle,  I  found  our  gallant  troops 
forcing  the  enemy  back  on  his  reserves.  The 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff,  being  in  the 
advance,  only  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  general  engagement. 

After  relieving  the  troops  of  General  Palmer 
and  Colonel  Beatty,  and  particularly  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen,  which  had  so  nobly  vindicated 
their  courage  in  the  then  closing  conflict,  I 
ordered  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown 
out.  The  enemy's  lines  were  soon  encountered, 
and  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  seemed  immi- 
nent. A  few  rounds  of  grape  and  canister  from 
one  of  our  batteries,  however,  caused  them  to 
withdraw,  and* night  again  brought  a  cessation 
of  hostilities. 

During  the  night  I  disposed  of  my  troops  in 
such  manner  as  would  best  enable  me  to  repel 
an  attack,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  directed  rifle-pits  and  breastworks  to  be  thrown 
up.  This  was  done,  and  morning  found  us  well 
prepared  for  any  emergency,  either  offensive  or 
defensive. 

The  following  day  (third  of  January),  consid- 
erable skirmishing  was  kept  up  without  abate- 
ment, from  early  in  the  morning  until  dark. 
During  the  night,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Crittenden  to  withdraw  my  command  from  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  report  with  it  to 
General  McCook. 

This  movement  was  executed  between  one 
and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  during  which 
time  the  rain  fell  incessantly.  The  pickets 
about  this  time  reported  the  enemy  as  having 
been  very  active  in  their  movements  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  nightj  and  their  convictions 
that  Le  was  evacuating  his  position.  Further 
observations  made  after  daylight  proved  this  to 
be  the  case. 

The  following  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  in 
the  division  during  the  several  engagements 
above  described,  as  follows : 

OFFICERS. 

Killed 16 

Wounded 34 

Missing 2 —     52 

ENLISTED    MEN. 

Killed 176 

Wounded 784 

Missing 399—1,359 


Total 


.1,411 


This  division  lost  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  captured  two.  In  the  list  of  officers  killed, 
are  the  names  of  Colonel  Stem,  One  Hundred 
and  First  Ohio  ;  Colonel  Williams,  Twenty-fifth 
Illinois  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wooster,  One  Hun- 
dred and  First  Ohio  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Kee,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin;  Captain  Carpenter, 
Eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captain  McCul- 
loch,  Second  Kentucky  cavaly,  of  my  staff,  whose 
noble  deeds  of  valor  on  the  field,  had  already 
placed  their  names  on  the  list  of  brave  men. 


The  history  of  the  war  will  record  no  brighter 
names,  and  the  country  will  mourn  the  loss  of 
no  more  devoted  patriots  than  these. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Colonel  Alexander, 
Twenty-first  Illinois  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tanner, 
Twenty-second  Indiana ;  Captain  Pimiey,  Fifth 
Wisconsin  battery,  and  Captain  Austin,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  on  the  staff  of  Col- 
onel Woodruff,  whose  names  it  affords  me  spe- 
cial gratification  to  mention. 

From  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  until  the 
close  of  the  engagement  on  the  fourth  of  Janu- 
ary, at  Murfreesboro,  no  entire  day  elapsed  that 
the  division  or  some  portion  of  it  did  not  en- 
gage the  enemy.  During  a  great  part  of  the 
time  the  weather  was  excessively  inclement  and 
the  troops  suffered  much  from  exposure.  A 
heavy  list  of  casualties  and  much  suffering  was 
unavoidable  under  the  circumstances. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  re- 
port the  cheerful  and  soldier-like  manner  in 
which  these  hardships  and  privations  were  en- 
dured by  the  troops  throughout.  History  will 
record,  and  the  country  reward,  their  deeds. 

My  staff,  consisting  of  T.  W.  Morrison,  act- 
ing Assistant  Adjutant-General ;  Captain  H. 
Pease,  Inspector-General ;  Captain  McCullough, 
Lieutenants  Frank  E.  Reynolds,  and  Thomas  H. 
Dailey,  Aids-de-Camp  ;  Surgeon  J.  L.  Judd,  Med- 
ical Director ;  Captain  Shriver,  Ordnance  Offi- 
cer ;  Lieutenant  R.  Plunket,  Provost  Marshal ; 
private  Frank  Clark,  Clerk  to  the  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General,  and  acting  Aid-de-Camp ;  de- 
ported themselves  throughout  the  entire  cam- 
paign, as  well  as  on  the  battle-field,  with  distin- 
guished zeal  and  conspicuous  gallantry. 

While  expressing  my  high  regard  and  appro- 
bation of  the  General  commanding,  I  desire  to 
tender  my  thanks  to  yourself,  Major,  and  to  Col- 
onel Langdon,  Major  Bates,  Captains  Thurston, 
Williams,  and  Fisher,  of  his  staff,  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  field  duties 
were  performed  by  them. 

During  the  several  engagements  in  which  the 
division  participated,  my  subaltern  officers  at- 
tracted my  admiration  by  their  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry, and  whose  names,  I  regret,  cannot  be 
mentioned  in  this  report     They  will  be  remem- 
bered in  future  recommendation  for  promotion. 
I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JEFF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  SHERIDAN'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  RIGHT  WING,        ~) 
CAMP  ON  STONE  RTVER.  TENNESSEE, 

January  9,  1863.  J 

Major  J.  A.  Campbell,  Adjutant  General  and 
Chief  of  Staff; 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  right  wing,I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of  my 
division,  from  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December, 
1862,  to  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1863 : 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  December  I  moved 
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from  camp,  near  Nashville,  on  the  Nolensville 
pike,  in  the  direction  of  Nolensville.  At  the 
crossing  of  Mill  Creek  the  enemy's  cavalry  made 
some  resistance,  but  were  soon  routed,  one  pri- 
vate and  one  Lieutenant  of  the  enemy  being 
captured. 

On  approaching  Nolensville,  I  received  a  mes- 
sage from  General  Davis,  who  had  arrived  at 
Nolensville,  via  the  Edmonson  pike,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  considerable  force  on  his  front, 
and  requesting  me  to  support  him. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  my  division  at 
Nolensville,  General  Davis  advanced  upon  the 
enemy's  position  about  two  miles  south  of  that 
place,  supported  by  my  division.  The  enemy 
had  here  made  a  stand  in  a  gap  of  the  moun- 
tains, but  after  a  sharp  conflict  with  General 
Davis's  command,  were  routed  and  one  piece  of 
artillery  captured. 

On  the  next  day  (twenty-seventh)  I  supported 
General  Johnson's  division  in  its  advance  on 
Triune,  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be 
in  considerable  force. 

The  town  was  taken  possession  of  after  a 
slight  resistance,  the  main  portion  of  their 
forces  having  evacuated  the  place. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  I  encamped  at  Triune. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  I  supported  General  Davis's 
division,  which  had  the  advance  from  Triune  on 
Murfreesboro,  encamping  that  night  at  Wilkin- 
son's Cross-roads,  from  which  point  there  is 
a  good  turnpike  to  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  next  day  (thirtieth)  I  took  the  advance 
of  the  right  wing  on  this  turnpike,  toward  Mur- 
freesboro, General  Stanley  with  'a  regiment  of 
cavalry  having  been  thrown  in  advance. 

After  arriving  at  a  point  about  three  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  the  enemy's  infantry  pickets 
were  encountered  and  driven  back,  their  num- 
bers constantly  increasing  until  I  had  arrived 
within  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  of  Mur- 
freesboro. At  this  point  the  resistance  was  so 
strong  as  to  require  two  regiments  to  drive 
them.  I  was  here  directed  by  Major-General 
McCook  to  form  my  line  of  battle  and  place  my 
artillery  in  position.  My  line  was  formed  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  and  obliquely  to  it,  four 
regiments  to  the  front  with  a  second  line  of  four 
regiments,  within  short  supporting  distance,  in 
the  rear,  with  a  reserve  of  one  brigade,  in  col- 
umn of  regiments,  to  the  rear  and  opposite  the 
centre.  General  Davis  was  then  ordered  to 
close  in  and  form  on  my  right,  the  enemy  ^dl 
this  time  keeping  up  a  heavy  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry fire  upon  my  skirmishers. 

The  enemy  continued  to  occupy,  with  their 
skirmishers,  a  heavy  belt  of  timber  to  the  right 
and  front  of  my  line,  and  across  some  open 
fields,  and  near  where  the  left  of  General  Davis's 
division  was  intended  to  rest  General  Davis 
was  then  directed  by  Major-General  McCook  to 
swing  his  division,  and  I  was  directed  to  swing 
my  right  brigade  with  it  until  our  continuous 
line  would  front  nearly  due  east  This  would 
give  us  possession  of  the  timber  above  alluded 
to,  and  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy's 


skirmishers  in  considerable  force.  This  move- 
ment was  successfully  executed,  after  a  stub- 
born resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  in 
which  they  used  one  battery  of  artillery.  This 
battery  was  silenced  in  a  very  short  time  by 
Bush's  and  Hescock's  batteries,  of  my  division, 
and  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  disabled. 

At  sundown  I  had  taken  up  my  position,  my 
right  resting  in  the  timber,  my  left  on  the  Wilk- 
inson pike,  my  reserve  brigade  of  four  regi- 
ments to  the  rear  and  opposite  the  centre. 

The  killed  and  wounded  during  the  day  was 
seventy-five  men.  General  Davis's  left  was 
closed  in  on  my  right,  and  his  line  thrown  to 
the  rear,  so  that  it  formed  nearly  a  right  angle 
with  mine.  General  Negley's  division,  of  Thom- 
as's corps,  was  immediately  on  my  left,  his  right 
resting  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  Wilkinson 
pike. 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  strong  force  in 
a  heavy  cedar-wood,  across  an  open  valley  in 
my  front  and  parallel  to  it,  the  cedar  extending 
the  whole  length  of  the  valley,  the  distance 
across  the  valley  varying  from  three  hundred  to 
four  hundred  yards. 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  thirty- 
first,  General  Sill,  who  had  command  of  my 
right  brigade,  reported  great  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  immediately  in  his  front 
This  being  the  narrowest  point  in  the  valley,  I 
was  fearful  that  an  attack  might  occur  at  that 
point.  I  therefore  directed  two  regiments  from 
the  reserve  to  report  to  General  Sill,  who  placed 
them  in  position  in  very  short  supporting  dis- 
ance  of  his  lines. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  division 
was  assembled  under  arms,  and  the  cannoniers 
at  their  pieces.  About  fifteen  minutes  after 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  across  an  open  cotton  field 
on  Sill's  front.  This  column  was  opened  on  by 
Bush's  battery,  of  Sill's  brigade,  which  had  a 
direct  fire  on  its  front ;  also  by  Hescock's  and 
Houghtaling's  batteries,  which  had  an  oblique 
fire  on  their  front,  from  a  commanding  position 
near  the  centre  of  my  line.  The  effect  of  this 
fire  upon  the  enemy's  columns  was  terrible. 
The  enemy,  however,  continued  to  advance 
until  they  had  reached  nearly  the  edge  of  the 
timber,  when  they  were  opened  upon  by  Sill's 
infantry  at  a  range  of  not  over  fifty  yards.  The 
destruction  to  the  enemy's  column,  which  was 
closed  in  mass,  being  several  regiments  in 
depth,  was  terrible.  For  a  short  time  they 
withstood  the  fire,  wavered,  then  broke  and 
ran ;  still  directing  his  troops  to  charge,  which 
was  gallantly  responded  to,  and  the  enemy 
driven  back  across  the  valley  and  behind  their 
intrenchments.  In  this  charge  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  General  Sill,  who  was  killed. 

The  brigade  then  fell  back  in  good  order  and 
renewed  its  original  lines.  The  enemy  soon 
rallied  and  advanced  to  the  attack  on  my  ex- 
treme right,  and  in  front  of  Colonel  Woodruff, 
of  Davis's  division.  Here,  unfortunately,  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff  gave  way,  also  one 
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regiment  of  Sill's  brigade,  which  was  in  the 
second  line.  This  regiment  fell  back  some  dis- 
tance into  the  open  field  and  then  rallied,  its 
place  being  occupied  by  a  third  regiment  of  my 
reserve.  At  this  time  the  enemy,  who  had 
attacked  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  wing, 
against  Johnson,  and  also  on  Davis's  front,  had 
been  successful,  and  the  two  divisions  on  my 
right  were  retiring  in  great  confusion,  closely 
followed  by  the  enemy,  completely  turning  my 
position,  and  exposing  my  line  to  a  fire  from  the 
rear.  I  hastily  withdrew  the  whole  of  Sill's 
brigade,  and  the  three  regiments  sent  to  sup- 
port it,  at  the  same  time  directing  Colonel  Rob- 
erts, of  the  left  brigade,  who  had  changed  front 
and  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  to  charge 
the  enemy  in  the  timber  from  which  I  had  with- 
drawn three  regiments.  This  was  very  gal- 
lantly done  by  Colonel  Roberts,  who  captured 
one  piece  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  had  to 
be  abandoned. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  formed  Sill's  and  Shaef- 
fer's  brigades  on  a  line  at  right  angles  to  my 
first  line,  and  behind  the  three  batteries  of 
artillery,  which  were  placed  in  a  fine  position, 
directing  Colonel  Roberts  to  return  and  form  on 
the  new  line.  I  then  made  an  unavailing  at- 
tempt to  form  the  troops  on  my  right  in  this 
line,  in  front  of  which  there  were  open  fields 
through  which  the  enemy  was  approaching 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Hescock's,  Houghtal- 
ing's,  and  Bush's  batteries. 

After  the  -attempt  had  proved  to  be  entirely 
unsuccessful,  and  my  right  was  again  turned, 
General  McCook  directed  me  to  advance  to  the 
front  and  form  on  the  right  of  Negley.  This 
movement  was  successfully  accomplished,  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  •  artillery,  every 
regiment  of  mine  remaining  unbroken. 

I  took  position  on  Negley's  right,  Roberts' 
brigade  having  been  placed  in  position  at  right 
angles  to  Negley's  line,  facing  to  the  south,  the 
other  two  brigades  being  placed  to  the  rear  and 
at  right  angles  with  Roberts',  and  facing  the 
west,  covering  the  rear  of  Negley's  lines.  I 
then  directed  Houghtaling's  battery  to  take 
position  at  the  angle  of  these  two  lines.  Captain 
Hescock  sending  one  section  of  his  battery, 
under  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  and  one  section  of 
Bush's  battery,  to  the  same  point ;  the  remaining 
pieces  of  Hescock's  and  Bush's  batteries  were 
placed  on  the  right  of  Negley's  line,  facing  to- 
ward Murfreesboro.  In  this  position  I  was 
immediately  attacked,  when  one  of  the  bitterest 
and  most  sanguinary  contests  of  the  whole  day 
occurred. 

General  Cheatham's  division  advanced  on 
Roberts'  brigade,  and  heavy  masses  of  the 
enemy  with  three  batteries  of  artillery  ad- 
vanced over  the  open  ground  which  I  had 
occupied  in  the  previous  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, at  the  same  time  the  enemy  opening 
from  their  intrenchments  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesboro. 

The  contest  then  became  terrible.  The  ene- 
my made  three  attacks  and  were  three  times 
repulsed,  the  artillery  range  of  the  respective 


batteries  being  not  over  two  hundred  yards. 
In  these  attacks  Roberts'  brigade  lost  its  gal- 
lant commander,  who  was  killed. 

There  was  no  sign  of  faltering  with  the  men, 
the  only  cry  being  for  more  ammunition,  which, 
unfortunately,  could  not  be  supplied  on  account 
of  the  discomfiture  of  the  troops  on  the  right 
of  our  wing,  which  allowed  the  enemy  to  come 
in  and  capture  our  ammunition  train. 

Shaefifer's  brigade  being  entirely  out  of  am- 
munition, I  directed  them  to  fix  bayonets  and 
await  the  enemy.  Roberts'  brigade,  which  was 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  directed  to  fall  back 
resisting  the  enemy.  Captain  Houghtaling,  hav- 
ing exhausted  all  his  ammunition,  and  nearly  all 
the  horses  of  his  battery  having  been  killed,  at- 
tempted, with  the  assistance  of  the  men,  to  with- 
draw his  pieces  by  hand. 

Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  commanding  the  section 
of  Hescock's  battery,  having  been  killed,  and 
several  of  his  horses  shot,  his  two  pieces  were 
brought  off  by  his  sergeant  with  the  assistance 
of  the  men.  The  difficulty  of  withdrawing  the 
artillery  here  beoame  very  great,  the  ground 
being  rocky  and  covered  with  a  dense  growth 
of  cedar.  Houghtaling's  battery  had  to  be  aban- 
doned, and  also  two  pieces  of  Bush's  battery. 
The  remaining  pieces  of  artillery  in  the  division 
were  brought  through  the  cedars  with  great 
difficulty,  under  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy, 
on  to  the  open  space  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike, 
near  the  right  of  General  Palmer's  division.  In 
coming  through  the  cedars  two  regiments  of 
Shaeffer's  brigade  succeeded  in  obtaining  am- 
munition, and  "were  immediately  put  in  front  to 
resist  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  driving  in 
our  entire  lines. 

On  arriving  at  the  open  space  I  was  directed 
by  Major-General  Rosecrans  to  take  these  two 
regiments  and  put  them  into  action  on  the  right 
of  Palmer's  division,  where  the  enemy  were 
pressing  heavily.  The  two  regiments  went  in 
very  gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  cedar 
timber  and  some  distance  to  the  front.  At  the 
same  time  I  put  four  pieces  of  Hescock's  bat- 
tery into  action  near  by  and  on  the  same  front. 
The  other  two  regiments  of  Shaeffer's  brigade, 
and  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  of  Sill's  brigade, 
were  directed  to  cross  the  railroad,  where  they 
could  obtain  ammunition.  I  then,  by  direction 
of  Major-General  McCook,  withdrew  the  two 
regiments  that  had  been  placed  on  the  right  of 
Palmer's  division,  also  Captain  Hescock's  pieces, 
that  point  having  been  given  up  to  the  enemy 
in  the  re-arrangement  of  our  lines. 

These  regiments  of  Shaeffer's  brigade  having 
supplied  themselves  with  ammunition,  I  put  it 
into  action,  by  direction  of  Major-General  Rose- 
crans, directly  to  the  front  and  right  of  General 
Wood's  division,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
railroad. 

The  brigade  advanced  through  a  clump  of 
timber,  and  took  position  on  the  edge  of  a  cot- 
ton field,  close  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  relieving 
the  division  of  General  Wood,  which  was  falling 
back  under  a  heavy  pressure  from  the  enemy. 

At  this  point  I  lost  my  third  and  last  brigade 
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commander,  Colonel  Skaeffer,  who  was  killed. 
The  brigade,  remaining  in  this  position  until 
after  it  had  expended  its  ammunition,  was  with- 
drawn to  the  rear  of  this  timber,  when  it  was 
again  supplied,  and  joined  by  the  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois.  I  was  here  directed  by  General  Rose- 
crans  to  form  a  close  column  of  attack  and  charge 
the  enemy  should  they  again  come  down  on  the 
open  ground. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  evening  this 
gallant  brigade  remained  in  close  column  of 
regiments,  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, which  killed  about  twenty  of  the  men  by 
round  shot.  In  the  meantime,  Colonel  Roberts' 
brigade,  which  had  come  out  of  the  cedars  un- 
broken, was  put  into  aotion  by  General  McCook 
at  a  point  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  where  the 
enemy  threatened  our  communications  on  the 
Murfreesboro  pike. 

The  brigade,  having  but  three  or  four  rounds 
of  ammunition,  cheerfully  went  into  action,  gal- 
lantly charged  the  enemy,  routing  them,  recap- 
turing two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  taking  forty 
prisoners.  The  rout  of  the  enemy  at  this  point 
deserves  special  consideration,  as  they  had  nearly 
reached  the  Murfreesboro  pike. 

On  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  I  was  placed 
in  position  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  facing 
south,  and  on  the  ground  where  Roberts'  bri- 
gade had  charged  the  enemy,  General  Davis 
being  on  my  right. 

On  the  first  of  January  heavy  skirmish  fight- 
ing, with  occasional  artillery  shots  on  both  sides, 
was  kept  up  till  about  three  o'clock  p.  M.,  when 
a  charge  was  made  by  a  brigade  of  the  enemy 
on  my  position.  This  was  handsomely  repulsed, 
and  one  officer  and  eighty-five  men  of  the  enemy 
captured.  Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  of  Thomas, 
corps,  was  also  placed  under  my  command  tem- 
porarily, having  a  position  on  my  left,  where  the 
same  character  of  fighting  was  kept  up. 

On  the  second  of  January  Colonel  Walker  sus- 
tained two  heavy  attacks,  which  he  gallantly 
repulsed.  On  the  third  skirmishing  took  place 
throughout  the  day.  On  the  fourth  all  was  quiet 
in  front,  the  enemy  having  disappeared.  On  the 
fifth  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  and  on 
the  sixth  I  moved  my  division  to  its  present  camp 
on  Stone  River,  three  miles  south  of  Murfrees- 
boro on  the  Shelbyville  pike. 

I  trust  that  the  General  commanding  is  satis- 
fied with  my  division.  It  fought  bravely  and 
well.  The  loss  of  Houghtaling's  battery  and 
one  section  of  Bush's  was  unavoidable.  All  the 
horses  were  shot  down  or  disabled,  Captain 
Houghtaling  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Taliaferro 
killed. 

My  division,  alone  and  unbroken,  made  a  gal- 
lant stand  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  our  army, 
being  all  that  remained  of  the  right  wing.  Had 
my  ammunition  held  out  I  would  not  have  fallen 
back,  although  such  were  my  orders  if  hard 
pressed.  As  it  was,  this  determined  stand  of 
my  troops  gave  time  for  a  re-arrangement  of  our 
lines. 

The  division  mourns  the  loss  of  Sill,  Skaeffer, 
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and  Roberts.  They. were  all  instantly  killed, 
and  at  the  moment  when  their  gallant  brigades 
were  charging  the  enemy.  They  were  true 
soldiers — prompt  and  brave. 

On  the  death  of  these  officers,  respectively, 
Colonel  Grensel,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  took  com- 
mand of  Sill's  brigade ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lai- 
bold,  Second  Missouri,  of  Shaeffer's,  and  Colonel 
Bradley,  of  Roberts'  brigade.  These  officers 
behaved  gallantly  throughout  the  day. 

It  is  also  my  sad  duty  to  record  the  death  of 
Colonel  F.  A.  Harrington,  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Illinois,  who  fell  heroically  leading  his  regiment 
to  the  charge. 

I  refer  with  pride  to  the  splendid  conduct, 
bravery,  and  efficiency  of  the  following  regi- 
mental commanders,  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  respective  commands  : 

Colonel  F.  T.  Sherman,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois. 

Major  F.  Ehrler,  Second  Missouri. 

LieutenantrColonel  John  Weber,  Fifteenth 
Missouri. 

Captain  W.  W.  Barrett,  Forty-fourth  Illinois, 
(wounded). 

Major  W.  A.  Preston,  Seventy-third  Illinois 
(wounded). 

Major  Silas  Miller,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois 
(wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  P.  C.  Oleson,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois. 

Major  E.G.  Hubbard,  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McCreery,  Twenty-first 
Michigan. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  N.  H.  Walworth,  Forty- 
second  Illinois. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  F.  Swannick,  Twenty-sec- 
ond Illinois  (wounded  and  a  prisoner). 

Captain  Samuel  Johnson,  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois. 

Major  W.  A.  Schmitt,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois. 

Captain  Wescott,  Fifty-first  Illinois. 

I  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  the  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Hescock,  Chief  of  Artillery,  whose  services 
were  almost  invaluable.  Also,  Captains  Hough- 
tailing  and  Bush,  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
their  batteries. 

Surgeon  D.  J.  Griffiths,  Medical  Director  of  my 
division,  and  Doctor  McArthur,  of  the  Board  of 
Medical  Examiners  of  Illinois,  were  most  assid- 
uous in  their  care  of  the  wounded. 

Major  H.  F.  Dietz,  Provost  Marshal ;  Captain 
Morhardt,  Topographical  Engineer  ;  Lieutenant 
George  Lee,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General ; 
Lieutenants  ^L  M.  Denning,  Frank  H.  Allen,  E. 
W.  DeBruin,  J.  L.  Forman,  and  Soward,  Aids- 
de-Camp,  officers  of  my  staff,  were  of  the  great- 
est service  to  me,  delivering  my  orders  faith- 
fully, and  promptly  discharging  the  duties  of 
their  respective  positions. 

The  ammunition  train  above  alluded  to  as 
captured,  was  retaken  from  the  enemy  by  the 

§3od  conduct  of  Captain  Thurston.  Ordnance 
nicer  of  the  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Douglas, 
Ordnance   Officer   of  my   division,   who,   with 
Sergeant  Cooper  of  my  escort,  rallied  the  strag- 
glers and  drove  off  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
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The  following  is  the  total  of  casualties  in  the 
division : 

OFFICERS. 

Killed  15 

Wounded 38 

Missing 11 —     64 

ENLISTED    MEN. 

Killed 223 

Wounded  . 943 

Missing 400—1,566 


Total, 


1,630 

Of  the  eleven  officers  and  four  hundred  en- 
listed men  missing,  many  are  known  to  be 
wounded  and  in  €ie  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy  by 
my  division,  as  follows : 

Majors 1 

Captains 1 

Lieutenants 3 

Enlisted  men . .  216 


Total, 


221 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  JAMES  S.  NEGLEY'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  DIVISION,  \ 

MUBFREESBORO,  January  8, 1863.  j 

Major  George  E.  Flynt,  Chief  of  Staff: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command,  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy 
on  Stone  River : 

On  Tuesday  morning,  December  thirtieth, 
1862,  the  Eighth  division,  composed  of  the 
Seventh  and  Twenty-ninth  brigades,  Schultz's, 
Marshall's  and  Wells'  batteries,  was  posted  on  a 
rolling  slope  of  the  west  bank  of  Stone  River, 
in  advance,  but  joining  the  extreme  right  of 
General  Crittenden's  line,  and  the  left  of  General 
McCook's. 

In  the  rear  and  on  the  right,  was  a  dense  ce- 
dar-wood with  a  broken,  rocky  surface.  From 
one  position,  several  roads  were  cut  through  the 
woods  in  our  rear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the 
artillery  and  ammunition  trains. 

In  front,  a  heavy  growth  of  oak  timber  ex- 
tended toward  the  river,  which  was  about  a 
mile  distant.  A  narrow  thicket  diagonally 
crossed  our  left,  and  skirted  the  base  of  a  cul- 
tivated slope,  expanding  to  the  width  of  a  mile, 
as  it  approached  the  Nashville  pike. 

This  slope  afforded  the  enemy  his  command- 
ing position  (in  the  centre),  on  the  crest  of 
which  his  rifle-pits  extended  (with  intervals) 
from  the  oak  timber  immediately  in  my  front,  to 
the  Nashville  pike,  with  a  battery  of  four  Na- 
poleon and  two  iron  guns,  placed  in  position, 
near  the  woods,  and  about  eight  hundred  yards 
from  my  position. 


Behind  this  timber,  on  the  river  bank,  the  en- 
emy massed  his  columns,  for  the  movements  of 
the  next  day. 

His  skirmishers  were  driven  from  our  imme- 
diate front  after  a  sharp  contest ;  in  which  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois  and  Seventy-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers  displayed  admirable  effi- 
ciency. The  position  of  my  command  was  held, 
under  a  heavy  fire,  until  darkness  terminated 
the  skirmishing  in  our  front,  by  which  time  we 
had  inflicted  considerable  loss  upon  the  enemy. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Sheridan's  division 
came  up  and  formed  "  line  of  battle"  (his  left 
resting  on  my  right),  and  began  to  advance, 
driving  the  enemy,  until  he  had  passed  the  cen- 
tre of  my  brigade. 

While  General  Sheridan  was  in  this  position, 
I  changed  my  front  slightly,  bearing  it  more  to 
the  left,  to  avoid  masking  a  portion  of  Sheridan's 
command. 

The  troops  remained  in  this  position  and  in 
"  order  of  battle"  all  night,  cheerfully  enduring 
the  cold  and  rain,  awaiting  the  morrow's  sun,  to 
renew  the  contest. 

Early  the  next  morning,  and  before  the  heavy 
fog  had  drifted  from  our  front,  the  enemy,  in 
strong  force,  attacked  General  McCook's  right, 
commencing  a  general  engagement,  which  in- 
creased in  intensity  toward  his  left. 

Sheridan's  division  stood  its  ground  manfully, 
supported  by  the  Eighth  division,  repulsing  and 
driving  the  enemy  at  every  advance. 

The  enemy  still  gained  ground  on  General 
McCook's  right,  and  succeeded  in  placing  sev- 
eral batteries  in  position,  which  covered  my 
right ;  from  these,  and  the  battery  on  my  left, 
which  now  opened,  the  troops  were  exposed  to 
a  converging  tire,  which  was  most  destructive. 

Houghtaling's,  Schultz's,  Marshall's,  Bush's, 
and  Wells'  batteries  were  all  ordered  into  action 
in  my  front,  pouring  destructive  volleys  of  grape 
and  shell  into  the  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swaths  of  grain. 

For  four  hours  the  Eighth  division,  with  a 
portion  of  Sheridan's  and  Palmer's  divisions, 
maintained  their  position,  amid  a  murderous 
storm  of  lead  and  iron,  strewing  the  ground 
with  their  heroic  dead. 

The  enemy,  maddened  to  desperation  by  the 
determined  resistance,  still  pressed  forward 
fresh  troops,  concentrating  and  forming  them 
in  a  concentric  line,  on  either  flank. 

By  eleven  o'clock,  Sheridan's  men,  with  their 
ammunition  exhausted,  were  falling  back.  Gen- 
eral Rousseau's  reserve  and  General  Palmer's 
division  had  retired  in  the  rear  of  the  cedars,  to 
form  a  new  line.  The  artillery  ammunition  was 
expended,  that  of  the  infantry  reduced  to  a  few 
rounds.  The  artillery  horses  were  nearly  all 
killed  or  wounded ;  my  ammunition  train  had 
been  sent  back,  to  avoid  capture;  a  heavy 
column  of  the  enemy  was  marching  directly  to 
our  rear,  through  the  cedars'.  Communication 
with  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  was 
entirely  cut  off,  and  it  was  manifestly  impossible 
for  my  command  to  hold  the  position,  without 
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eventually  making  a  hopeless,  fruitless  sacrifice 
of  the  whole  division. 

To  retire,  was  but  to  cut  our  way  through 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  The  order  was  given, 
and  manfully  executed  ;  driving  back  the  enemy 
in  front,  and  checking  his  approaching  columns 
in  .our  rear. 

All  the  regiments  in  my  command  distin- 
guished themselves  for  their  coolness  and  daring, 
frequently  halting  and  charging  the  enemy,  un- 
der a  withering  fire  of  musketry. 

On  approaching  General  Rousseau's  line,  the 
battalion  of  regulars,  under  command  of  Major 
King,  at  my  request,  gallantly  charged  forward 
to  our  assistance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
officers  and  men,  in  the  effort. 

Colonels  Stanley  and  Miller  now  promptly 
re-formed  their  brigades,  with  the  remaining 
portions  of  the  batteries,  and  took  position  on 
the  new  line,  as  designated  by  Major-General 
Thomas. 

Shortly  afterward,  the  Twenty-ninth  brigade 
was  ordered  to  the  left,  to  repel  an  attack  from 
the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the  trains. 

The  troops  remained  in  line  all  night  and  the 
next  day  in  "  order  of  battle"  until  noon,  when 
the  division  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General 
McCook's  line,  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon 
his  front. 

The  next  day  (January  two)  at  one  o'clock 
p.  M.,  my  command  was  ordered  to  the  support 
of  General  Crittenden,  on  the  left,  and  took  posi- 
tion in  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  on  the  west  bank 
of  Stone  River. 

About  three  p.  M.  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy, 
with  artillery,  advanced  rapidly  upon  General 
Van  Cleve's  division ;  which,  after  sustaining  a 
severe  fire  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  fell  back 
in  considerable  disorder;  the  enemy  pressing 
vigorously  forward  to  the  river  bank. 

At  this  important  moment,  the  Eighth  division 
was  ordered  to  advance,  which  it  did  promptly ; 
the  men  crossing  the  river  and  charging  up  the 
steep  bank  with  unflinching  bravery.  The 
Twenty-first,  Eighteenth,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Seven- 
ty-fourth Ohio,  Nineteenth  "Illinois,  Eleventh 
Michigan,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  displaying  their 
usual  promptness  and  gallantry.  Four  pieces  of 
artillery  and  a  stand  of  colors  belonging  to  the 
Twenty-sixth  (rebel)  Tennessee,  were  captured 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  also  a  large  number 
of  prisoners  ;  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  here,  that  the  artillery 
practice  of  Schultz's,  Mendenhall's,  Standards, 
Wells',  Marshall's,  and  Stokes'  batteries,  which 
were  acting  temporarily  under  my  orders,  in  this 
engagement,  was  highly  satisfactory,  giving  the 
enemy  great  tribulation. 

The  promptness  displayed  by  Captain  Stokes, 
in  bringing  his  battery  into  action  by  my  orders, 
and  the  efficient  manner  with  which  it  was 
served,  affords  additional  evidence  of  his  marked 
ability  and  bravery  as  an  officer  and  patriot.  In 
the  same  connection,  I  feel  permitted  to  speak 
in  complimentary  terms  of  the  gallant  Morton, 


and  his  pioneer  brigade,  which  marched  for- 
ward under  a  scathing  fire,  to  the  support  of  my 
division. 

The  enemy  having  fallen  back  to  his  intreach- 
ments,  my  division  re-crossed  the  river  and 
resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth,  the  Twenty- 
ninth  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  north 
bank  of  Stone  River,  near  the  railroad,  as  an 
advanced  force.  On  the  same  day,  General 
Spears'  First  Tennessee  brigade  was  assigned  to 
the  Eighth  division.  This  brigade  distinguished 
itself  on  the  evening  of  the  second,  in  a  des- 
perate charge  on  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fifth,  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
advance,  and  pursue  the  enemy  toward  Mur- 
freesboro. 

By  nine  A.  M.,  the  Eighth  division,  Walker's 
brigade  (pioneer  brigade),  and  General  Stanley's 
cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  river  and  taken 
possession  of  Murfreesboro,  without  meeting 
any  resistance  ;  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  re- 
treating on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyville 
roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the 
Twenty-ninth  brigade,  on  the  Shelbyville  pike, 
and  by  Colonel  Byrd's  First  East  Tennessee 
regiment,  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  (three  regiments 
cavalry  and  one  battery)  was  overtaken  on  the 
Manchester,  five  miles  from  Murfreesboro. 
Colonel  Byrd  fearlessly  charged  this  unequal 
force  of  the  enemy,  driving  him  from  his  posi- 
tion, with  a  loss  of  four  killed  and  twelve 
wounded ;  enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesboro, 
the  chosen  position  of  the  enemy,  which  he  was 
forced  to  abandon  after  a  series  of  desperate  en- 
gagements. The  joyful  hopes  of  traitors  have 
been  crushed — treason  receiving  another  fatal 
blow. 

My  command  enthusiastically  join  me  in  ex- 
pression of  admiration  of  the  official  conduct  of 
Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  the 
most  eventful  periods  of  the  engagements  their 
presence  was  at  the  point  of  danger,  aiding 
with  their  counsels  and  animating  the  troops  by 
their  personal  bravery  and  cool  determination. 

I  refer  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  na- 
tional pride  for  the  living,  and  personal  sorrow 
for  the  dead.  Without  a  murmur,  they  made 
forced  marches  over  almost  impassable  roads, 
through  drenching  winter  rains,  without  blankets 
or  a  change  of  clothing ;  deprived  of  sleep  or 
repose,  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days  ;  liv- 
ing three  days  on  a  pint  of  flour  and  parched 
corn.  Ever  vigilant,  always  ready,  sacrificing 
their  lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril,  displaying 
the  coolness,  determination,  and  high  discipline 
of  veterans,  they  arc  entitled  to  our  country's 
gratitude.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Tennessee,  may 
proudly  inscribe  upon  their  scrolls  of  fame  the 
names  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, Eighteenth,  Twenty-first,  Sixty-ninth, 
and  Seventy-fourth  Ohio,  Schultz's  and  Marshall's 
(Ohio)  batteries,  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  Nine- 
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teenth  Illinois,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  Wells' 
section  (Kentucky)  battery,  and  Spears'  Tennes- 
see brigade. 

I  wish  to  make  honorable  mention  of  the 
bravery  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  the 
following  named  officers  and  men,  for  whom  I 
earnestly  request  promotion : 

Brigadier-General  Spears,  commanding  First 
Tennessee  brigade. 

Colonel  T.  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  commanding  Twenty-ninth  bri- 
gade. 

Colonel  John  T.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana 
volunteers,  commanding  Seventh  brigade. 

Captain  Jas.  St.  Clair  Morton,  commanding 
pioneer  brigade. 

Captain  James  H.  Stokes,  commanding  Chicago 
battery. 

Major  John  H.  King,  commanding  Fifteenth 
United  States  infantry. 

Captain  Bush,  commanding  Fourth  Indiana 
battery. 

Captain  James  A.  Lowrie,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General. 

Lieutenant  Fred.  H.  Kennedy,  Aid-de.-Camp. 

Captain  Charles  T.  Wing,  Assistant  Quarter- 
master. 

Major  Fred.  H.  Gross,  Medical  Director. 

Captain  James  R.  Hayden,  Ordnance  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Wm.  W.  Barker,  Aid-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant  Robert  H.  Cochran,  Provost  Mar- 
shal. 

Lieutenant  Francis  Riddell,  acting  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Lieutenant  Charles  C.  Cook,  acting  Aid-de- 
Camp. 

Lieutenant  W.  D.  Ingraham,  Topographical 
Engineers. 

Captain  Frederick  Shultz  and  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Hein,  Battery  M,  First  Ohio  artillery. 

Lieutenants  Alex.  Marshall,  John  Crable,  and 
Robert  D.  Whittlesey,  Battery  G,  First  Ohio 
artillery. 

Captain  W.  E.  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio 
artillery. 

Lieutenant  A.  A.  Ellsworth,  commanding 
Wells'  section  Kentucky  artillery. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Spence,  Wells'  section  Ken- 
tucky artillery. 

Lieutenant  H.  Terry,  Third  Ohio  cavalry. 

Secretaries — Sergeant  H.  B.  Fletcher,  Com- 
pany K,  Nineteenth  Illinois  volunteers;  Corporal 
Rufus  Rice,  Company  K,  First  Wisconsin  volun- 
teers ;  Private  James  A.  Sangston,  Company  C, 
Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  Ser- 

teant  Charles  Rambour,  Company  K,  Seventy- 
)urth  Ohio  volunteers  ;  Wm.  Longwell,  Orderly, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry. 

Escort — Sergeant  George  C.  Lee,  Corporal 
E.  H.  Daugherty,  Privates  Henry  Schwenk, 
Henry  B.  Zimmerman,  John  Higgins,  Leon  Starr, 
Daniel  Walker,  John  McCorkle,  Abraham  Kep- 
puly,  George  Gillem,  John  Cunningham. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  report  of  the 
casualties  in  my  command,  during  the  battles 
before  Murfreesboro,  December  thirtieth  and 
thirty-first,  1862,  and  January  second  and  third 
1863: 


Casualties. 


COMMAND. 

WEST  INTO  ACTION. 

LOST  IN  ACTION. 

Second  Division—  Centre—  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps. 

1 

j 

j 

1 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Horses. 

Guns. 

0 

o 

3 

i 

I 

| 

0 

1 

i 

3 
W 

Wounded. 

bC 
1 

i 

i 

I 

o 

First  Tennessee  Brigade,  

66 
93 
71 

734 
1719 
1948 

8 
37 

3 

78 
79 

i 

25 

20 

22 
259 
415 

1 

Twenty  -ninth  Brigade,  

•'• 

8 
3 

'i 

94 
193 

5 

3 

5 

•• 

•  • 

Seventh  Brigade,  

Infantry,  

230 

2 
3 
2 

4401 

75 
110 

47 

45 

56 
116 
40 

4 
6 
3 

11 

160 

1 
5 
1 

46 
1 

696 

-5 
3 

i 

287 

1 

14 
6 

5 

5 

34 
18 

4 

4 
12 
6 

5 

'4 

i 

4 
1 

'i 

Schultz  Battery  

Marshall's  Rattery  ,           

Wells'  Battery  

Artillery,  

7 

232 

212 

1° 

7 

1 

8 

21 

57 

22 

4 

6 

i 

Total,  

237 

4633 

257 

g 

11 

167 

47 

704 

i 

308 

62 

26 

9 

6 

i 

REMARKS.— My  command  captured  upwards  of  fotiT  hundred  prisoners,  four  brass  field  pieces,  and  one  stand  of  regimental 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully 

Your  obedien 


obedient  servant, 


JAMES  S.  NEGLEY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding, 
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GENERAL  ROUSSEAU'S  REPORT. 

NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE, 

January  11,  1863. 

Major  George  E.  Flynt,  Chief  of  Staff: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken 
by  my  command,  the  Third  division  of  the  army, 
in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  begun  on  the 
thirty-first  ultimo,  and  ended  on  the  third  instant : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ult.,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  Major-General  Thomas, 
my  division  moved  forward  toward  Murfrees- 
boro from  Stewartsboro,  on  the  Nashville  and 
Murfreesboro  turnpike,  about  nine  miles  from 
the  latter  place.  On  the  march  forward  several 
dispatches  from  General  Rosecrans  reached  me, 
asking  exactly  where  my  command  was,  and  the 
hour  and  minute  of  the  day.  In  consequence 
we  moved  rapidly  forward,  halted  but  once,  and 
that  for  only  five  minutes.  About  half  past  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  we  reached  a  point  three  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  where  Generals  Rosecrans 
and  Thomas  were,  on  the  Nashville  and  Mur- 
freesboro turnpike,  and  remained  during  the 
day,  and  bivouacked  at  night. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  thirty-first, 
the  '  report  of  artillery  and  the  heavy  firing  of 
small  arms  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle 
had  begun  by  an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  com- 
manded by  Major-General  McCook.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  direction  from  which  the  firing 
came,  indicated  that  General  McCook's  command 
had  given  way  and  was  yielding  ground  to  the 
enemy.  His  forces  seemed  to  swing  round  toward 
our  right  and  rear.  At  this  time  General  Thomas 
ordered  me  to  advance  my  division  quickly  to 
the'frorit  to  the  assistance  of  General  McCook. 

On  reaching  the  right  of  General  Negley's 
line  of  battle,  General  Thomas  there  directed  me 
to  let  my  left  rest  on  his  right,  and  to  deploy 
my  division  off  toward  the  right  as  far  as  I  could, 
so  as  to  resist  the  pressure  on  General  McCook. 

We  consulted  and  agreed  as  to  where  the  line 
should  be  formed.  This  was  in  a  dense  cedar- 
brake,  through  which  my  troops  marched  in 
quick  time  to  get  into  position  before  the  enemy 
reached  us.  He  was  then  but  a  few  hundred 
yards  to  the  front,  sweeping  up  in  immense 
numbers,  driving  everything  before  him.  This 
ground  was  new  and  unknown  to  us  all.  The 
woods  were  almost  impassable  to  infantry,  and 
artillery  was  perfectly  useless,  but  the  line  was 
promptly  formed.  The  Seventeenth  brigade, 
Colonel  John  Beatty  commanding,  on  the  left ;  the 
regular  brigade,  Lieutentarit-Colonel  0.  L.  Shep- 
ard  commanding,  on  the  right ;  the  Ninth  bri- 
gade, Colonel  B.  F.  Scribner  commanding,  was 
placed  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  and 
opposite  the  centre  of  the  front  line,  so  as  to 
support  either  or  both  the  brigades  in  front, 
as  occasion  might  require.  My  recollection  is 
that  perhaps  the  Second  and  Thirty-third  Ohio 
regiments  filled  a  gap  between  General  Negley's 
right  and  the  Seventeenth  brigade,  occasioned 
by  the  effort  to  extend  our  lines  far  enough  to  the 
right  to  afford  the  desired  aid  to  General  McCook. 

The  Twenty-eighth  brigade,  Colonel  John  C. 
Starkweather  commanding,  and  Stone's  battery 


of  the  First  Kentucky  artillery,  were  at  Jefferson 
crossing  on  Stone  River,  about  eight,  miles  below. 

Our  lines  were  hardly  formed  before  a  drop- 
ping fire  from  the  enemy  announced  his  approach. 
General  McCook's  troops,  in  a  good  deal  of  con- 
fusion, retired  through  our  lines,  and  around  our 
right,  under  a  most  terrific  fire.  The  enemy  in 
pursuit  furiously  assailed  our  front,  and,  greatly 
outflanking  us,  passed  around  to  our  right  and 
rear. 

By  G-eneral  Thomas's  direction  I  had  already 
ordered  the  artillery,  Loomis'  and  Guenther's 
batteries,  to  the  open  field  in  the  rear.  Seeing 
that  my  command  was  outflanked  on  the  right, 
I  sent  orders  to  the  brigade  commanders  to 
retire  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and  riding  back 
myself,  I  posted  the  batteries  on  a  ridge  in  the 
open  ground  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle, 
and  as  my  men  emerged  from  the  woods  they 
were  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  right  and 
left,  and  in  support  of  these  batteries,  which 
was  promptly  done.  We  had  perhaps  four  or 
five  hundred  yards  of  open  ground  in  our  front. 
While  the  batteries  were  unlimbering,  seeing 
General  Van  Cleve  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  move  his  command  to  the  right, 
and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy  by  forming  on 
my  left,  and  thus  giving -us  a  more  extended 
line  in  that  direction  in  the  new  position  taken. 
In  the  promptest  manner  possible  his  line  was 
put  in  motion,  and  in  double-quick  time  reached 
the  desired  point  in  good  season. 

As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in 
great  force  shouting  and  cheering,  the  batteries 
of  Loomis  and  Guenther,  double-shotted  with 
canister,  opened  upon  them.  They  moved 
straight  ahead  for  awhile,  but  were  finally 
driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In  a  little 
while  they  rallied  again,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with 
fresh  troops,  again  assailed  our  position,  and 
were  again,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  driven  back. 
Four  deliberate  and  fiercely  sustained  assaults 
were  made  upon  our  position,  and  repulsed. 
During  the  last  assault,  I  was  informed  that  our 
troops  were  advancing  on  our  right,  and  saw 
troops,  out  of  my  division,  led  by  General  Rose- 
crans, moving  in  that  direction.  I  informed 
General  Thomas  of  the  fact,  and  asked  leave  to 
advance  my  lines.  He  directed  me  to  do  so. 
We  made  a  charge  upon  the  enemy  and  drove 
him  into  the  woods,  rny  staff  and  orderlies  cap- 
turing some  seventeen  prisoners,  including  a 
Captain  and  Lieutenant,  who  were  within  one 
hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  batteries.  This 
3iided  the  fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in 
immense  force  hovering  in  the  woods  during 
;he  night,  while  we  slept  upon  our  arms  on  the 
ield  of  battle.  We  occupied  this  position  dur- 
ing the  three  following  days  and  nights  of  the 
•fight.  Under  General  Thomas's  direction  I  had 
it  intrenched  by  rifle-pits,  and  believe  the  enemy 
could  not  have  taken  it  at  all. 

During  the  day,  the  Twenty-eighth  brigade, 
Colonel  Starkweather,  was  attacked  by  Wheeler's 
cavalry  in  force,  and  some  of  the  wagons  of  his 
train  were  burned  before  they  reached  him, 
having  started  that  morning  from  Stewartsboro 
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to  join  him.  The  enemy  were  finally  repulsed 
and  driven  off  with  loss.  Starkweather's  loss 
was  small.  In  this  affair  the  whole  brigade 
behaved  handsomely. 

The  burden  of  the  fight  fell  upon  the  Second 
Wisconsin,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hobart  command- 
ing. This  regiment,  led  by  its  efficient  com- 
mander, behaved  like  veterans.  From  the 
evening  of  the  thirty-first  until  Saturday  night, 
no  general  battle  occurred  in  front  of  my  divis- 
ion, though  firing  of  artillery  and  small  arms 
was  kept  up  during  the  day,  and  much  of  the 
small  arms  during  the  night.  The  rain  on  the 
night  of  the  thirty-first,  which  continued  at 
intervals  until  the  Saturday  night  following, 
rendered  the  ground  occupied  by  my  command 
exceedingly  sloppy  and  muddy,  and  during  much 
of  the  time  my  men  had  neither  shelter,  food, 
nor  fire.  I  procured  corn,  which  they  parched 
and  ate,  and  some  of  them  ate  horse-steaks  cut 
and  broiled  from  horses  on  the  battle-field.  Day 
and  night  in  the  cold,  wet  and  mud,  my  men 
suffered  severely,  but  during  the  whole  time  I 
did  not  hear  one  single  murmur  at  their  hard- 
ships, but  all  were  cheerful  and  ever  ready  to 
stand  by  their  arms  and  fight.  Such  endurance 
I  never  saw.  In  these  severe  trials  of  their 
patience  and  their  strength,  they  were  much  en- 
couraged by  the  constant  presence  and  solicitous 
anxiety  of  General  Thomas  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  third  inst,  I 
as'ked  permission  of  General  Thomas  to  drive 
the  .enemy  from  a  wood  on  our  left  front,  to 
which  he  gave  his  consent.  Just  before,  I 
directed  the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis 
to  shell  the  woods  with  six  rounds  per  gun, 
fired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  was  very 
handsomely  done,  and  ended  just  at  dark,  when 
the  Third  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel  0.  EL  Law- 
son,  and  Eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  George 
Humphreys,  both  under  command  of  the  bri- 
gade commander,  Colonel  John  Beatty,  moved 
promptly  up  to  the  woods.  When  near  the 
woods  they  received  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  but  returned  it  vigorously  and  gallantly 
and  pressed  forward.  On  reaching  the  woods 
a  fresh  body  of  the  enemy,  attracted  by  the  fire, 
moved  up  on  their  left  to  support  them.  On 
that  body  of  the  enemy  Loomis's  battery  opened 
with  shell.  The  fusilade  was  very  rapid,  and 
continued  for  perhaps  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
when  Beatty's  command  drove  the  enemy  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  arid  held  the  woods.  It 
turned  out  that  the  enemy  were  posted  behind 
a  stone  breastwork  in  the  woods,  and  when 
ousted  about  thirty  men  were  taken  prisoners 
behind  the  woods.  This  ended  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  six  com- 
panies of  the  Second  Kentucky  cavalry,  Major 
Thomas  P.  Nicholas  commanding,  were  ordered 
down  to  watch  and  defend  the  fords  of  Stone 
River  to  our  left  and  rear.  The  cavalry  of  the 
enemy  several  times,  in  force,  attempted  to  cross 
these  fords,  but  Nicholas  very  gallantly  repulsed 
them  with  loss,  and  they  did  not  cross  the  river. 


I  should  have  mentioned  that  Friday  evening 
late  I  was  directed  by  General  Thomas  to  place 
a  regiment  in  the  woods  on  our  left  front  as  an 
outpost,  and  with  the  view  to  hold  the  woods, 
as  they  were  near  our  lines,  and  the  enemy 
could  greatly  annoy  us  if  allowed  to  hold  theiii. 
Our  skirmishers  were  then  just  leaving  the 
woods.  I  ordered  the  Forty-second  Indiana, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Shanklin  commanding,  to 
take  that  position ;  which  he  did.  But  early  the 
next  morning  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked 
Colonel  Shanklin,  first  furiously  shelling  the 
woods,  and  drove  the  regiment  back  to  our 
lines,  taking  Shanklin  prisoner.  It  was  this 
wood  that  was  retaken  on  Saturday  night  as 
before  described. 

The  troops  of  the  division  behaved  admirably. 
I  could  not  wish  them  to  behave  more  gallantly. 
The  Ninth  and  Seventeenth  brigades,  under  the 
lead  of  their  gallant  commanders,  Scribner  and 
Beatty,  were,  as  well  as  the  Twenty-eighth  bri- 
gade, Colonel  Stark  weather,  veterans  ;  they  were 
with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  act  badly. 

The  Twenty-eighth  brigade  held  a  position  in 
our  front  after  the  first  day's  fighting,  and  did 
it  bravely,  doing  all  that  was  required  of  them 
like  true  soldiers. 

The  brigade  of  United  States  infantry,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 0.  L.  Shepard  commanding,  was 
on  the  extreme  right.  On  that  body  of  brave 
men  the  shock  of  battle  fell  heaviest,  and  its 
loss  was  most  severe.  Over  one-third  of  the 
command  fell  killed  or  wounded ;  but  it  stood 
up  to  the  work  and  bravely  breasted  the  storm, 
and  though  Major  King,  commanding  the  Fif- 
teenth, and  Major  Slemnier  ("  Old  Pickens  "),  the 
Sixteenth,  fell  severely  wounded,  and  Major 
Carpenter,  commanding  the  Nineteenth,  fell 
dead  in  the  last  charge,  together  with  many 
other  brave  officers  and  men,  the  brigade  did 
not  falter  for  a  moment.  These  three  battalions 
were  a  part  of  my  old  Fourth  brigade  at  the 
battle  of  Shiloh. 

The  Eighteenth  infantry,  Majors  Townsend  and 
Caldwell  commanding,  were  new  troops  to  me, 
but  I  am  proud  now  to  say  we  know  each  other. 
If  I  could  I  would  promote  every  officer  and 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  of  this 
brigade  of  regulars  for  gallantry  and  good  ser- 
vice in  this  terrific  battle.  I  make  no  distinc- 
tion between  these  troops  and  my  brave  volun- 
teer regiments,  for  in  my  judgment  there  were 
never  better  troops  than  these  regiments  in  the 
world.  But  the  troops  of  the  line  are  soldiers 
by  profession,  and  with  a  view  to  the  future  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  what  I  have  of  them. 
The  brigade  was  admirably  and  gallantly  handled 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Shepard. 

I  lost  some  of  the  bravest  and  best  officers 
I  had.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kell,  commanding 
Second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  fell  his 
regiment  was  efficiently  handled  by  Major 
Anson  McCook,  who  ought  to  be  made  Colonel 
of  that  regiment  for  gallantry  on  the  field. 
Colonel  Forrnan,  my  brave  l>oy  Colonel  of  the 
Fifteenth  Kentucky,  also  fell.  Major  Carpenter, 
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of  the  Nineteenth  infantry,  fell  in  the  last  charge. 
His  loss  is  irreparable.  Many  other  gallant 
officers  were  lost. 

Of  the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis  I 
cannot  say  too  much.  Loomis  was  Chief  of 
Artillery  for  the  Third  division,  and  I  am  much 
indebted  to  him.  His  battery  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Van  Pelt.  Guenther  is  but  a 
Lieutenant.  Both  of  these  men  deserve  to  be 
promoted,  and  'ought  to  be  at  once.  Without 
them  we  could  not  have  held  our  position. 

I  fell  in  with  many  gallant  regiments  and 
officers  on  the  field,  not  of  my  command.  I 
wish  I  could  name  all  of  them  here.  While 
falling  back  to  the  line  in  the  open  field,  I  saw 
Colonel  Charles  Anderson  gallantly  and  coolly 
rallying  his  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Kentucky, 
and  his  regiment,  efficiently  aided  in  repulsing 
the  enemy.  The  Eighteenth  Ohio,  I  think  it 
was,  though  I  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers, 
faced  about,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  my  pres- 
ence, and  I  went  along  with  it.  The  Eleventh 
Michigan,  and  its  gallant  little  Colonel  (Stough- 
ton),  behaved  well,  and  the  Sixth  Ohio  infantry, 
Colonel  Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on 
the  right  of  the  regular  brigade,  and  stood  man- 
fully up  to  the  work. 

I  fell  in  with  the  Louisville  legion  in  retreat, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Berry  commanding.  This 
regiment,  though  retreating  before  an  over- 
whelming force,  was  dragging  by  hand  a  section 
of  artillery  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  sup- 
port. A  part  of  General  McCook's  wing  of  the 
army  had  fallen  back  with  the  rest,  but  through 
the  woods  and  fields,  with  great  difficulty, 
bravely  brought  off  the  cannon  it  could  no 
longer  defend  on  the  field.  When  I  met  it,  it 
faced  about  and  formed  line  of  battle  with 
cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Lieutenant  McDowell,  my  acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General ;  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  Sec- 
ond Kentucky  cavalry;  Lieutenant  Millard, 
Nineteenth  United  States  infantry,  Inspector- 
General  ;  Captain  Taylor,  Fifteenth  Kentucky, 
and  Lieutenant  Alf.  Pirtle,  Ordnance  Officer,  my 
regular  Aids,  and  to  Captain  John  D.  Wickliffe 
and  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Jenkins,  both  of  Second 
Kentucky  cavalry,  Aids  for  that  battle,  I  am 
much  indebted  for  services  on  that  field. 

The  wounded  were  kindly  and  tenderly  cared 
for  by  the  Third  Division  Medical  Director, 
Surgeon  Muscroft,  and  the  other  surgeons  of 
the  command. 

Lieutenant  McDowell  was  wounded.  My  Or- 
derlies, James  Emery  and  the  rest,  went  through 
the  whole  fight  behaving  well.  Emery  wras 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  First  Ohio 
volunteer  infantry,  one  of  my  Aids,  was  so 
badly  injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse*  that  I 
would  not  permit  him  to  go  on  the  field.  Lieu- 
tenant Hartman,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania 
volunteer  infantry,  a  member  of  my  staff,  was 
ill  with  fever,  and  unable  to  leave  his  bed. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Eighty-eighth 
Indiana,  Colonel  Humphreys,  being  placed  at 
one  of  the  fords  on  Stone  River  where  our 
forces  were  temporarily  driven  back,  very 


opportunely  rallied  the  stragglers,  and  promptly 
crossed  the  river  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
In  this  he  was  aided  by  the  stragglers,  who 
rallied  and  fought  well.  The  Colonel  was 
wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust  in  the  hand  in 
the  attack  of  Saturday  night  on  the  enemy  in 
the  woods  in  our  front. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LOVELL  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major  General. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL  PALMER'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  LEFT  WING,         ) 
CAMP  NEAR  MtiRFREESBORO,  January  9,  1863.  j 

Major  L.  Starling,  Chief  of  Staff: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
information  of  the  General  commanding,  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
division,  from  and  including  the  twenty-sev- 
enth of  December  up  to  and  including  the 
fourth  of  January : 

At  11.20  A.  M.,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
December,  while  in  camp  near  Lavergne,  I 
received  orders  to  move  forward,  following  the 
division  of  General  Wood,  and  to  detach  a 
brigade  to  proceed  by  the  Jefferson  pike  and 
seize  the  bridge  across  Stewart's  Creek.  The 
duty  of  conducting  this  operation  was  assigned 
to  Colonel  Hazen — which  was  well  and  skil- 
fully done. 

The  brigades  of  Cruft  and  Grose  reached  the 
west  bank  of  Stewart's  Creek  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  twenty-seventh,  and  bivouacked 
there  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth. 

During  all  the  day,  Sunday,  the  twenty-eighth, 
the  enemy's  pickets  were  in  sight  across  the 
creek,  firing  upon  us  occasionally  at  long  range, 
but  did  us  no  harm.  On  Monday  morning, 
twenty-ninth  of  December,  at  nine  o'clock,  I  was 
ordered  to  deploy  one  regiment  as  skirmishers  ; 
to  dispose  of  my  other  troops  so  as  to  support 
it,  and  move  forward  at  ten  o'clock  precisely 
and  continue  to  advance  until  the  enemy  were 
found  in  position. 

This  disposition  was  made. 

A  few  minutes  before  ten  o'clock,  Parsons 
was  ordered  to  shell  the  woods  to  our  front,  and 
at  ten  o'clock  Grose's  brigade  moved  forward, 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  supported  by  the 
First  brigade,  Hazen  not  having  yet  joined  me. 

The  command  advanced  steadily,  driving  'the 
light  force  of  rebel  skirmishers  before  it  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  some  mile  and  a  half  this  side  of 
Stewart's  Creek,  and  being  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  divisions  of  Wood  and  Negley 
I  were  to  advance  with  me. 

In  a  few  moments  Wood's  advance  came  up  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  and  the  two  divisions  moved 
forward,  constantly  skirmishing  (though  much 
heavier  on  Wood's  front  than  my  own)  to  the 
ground  occupied  that  night,  afterward  the  thea- 
tre of  battle  of  the  thirty-first. 

During  the  day  the  casualties  were  ten 
wounded  in  Grose's  brigade,  none  severely. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  my  division 
was  formed  as  follows :  Third  brigade  (Grose's) 
in  two  lines,  the  left  resting  on  the  pike  ;  First 
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brigade  (Craft's)  to  the  right,  extending  across 
the  point  of  woods,  his  extreme  right  retired  to 
connect  with  Negley's  left ;  and  Hazen's  brigade 
in  reserve. 

There  was  considerable  skirmishing  during  the 
day,  the  greater  portion  of  which  fell  upon 
Craft's  brigade,  which  was  in  rather  unpleasant 
proximity  to  a  point  of  woods  to  his  front  and 
right,  held  by  the  enemy  in  strong  force. 

About  four  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  advance 
and  open  upon  the  enemy  with  all  my  artillery. 
This  was  not  done,  probably,  as  soon  as  the 
order  contemplated.  The  ground  occupied  by 
the  batteries  at  the  time  the  order  was  received 
was  low  and  confined ;  upon  pushing  forward 
the  skirmishers  of  the  First  brigade  to  clear  the 
way  to  a  good  artillery  position,  in  the  open 
field  to  the  front,  the  rebels  were  found  numer- 
ous and  stubborn.  Learning  very  soon  that  a 
mere  demonstration  was  intended,  all  my  bat- 
teries opened,  and,  I  am  satisfied,  damaged  the 
enemy  considerably.  The  skirmish  attending 
this  movement  was  quite  brisk ;  the  troops 
engaged  doing  themselves  great  credit.  This 
closed  the  operations  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  Cruft's  Bri- 
gade retained  its  position  of  the  day  before. 
Hazen's  brigade  had  relieved  Grose,  who  had 
fallen  back  to  a  point  some  two  hundred  yards 
to  the  rear,  and  was  formed  in  two  lines  nearly 
opposite  the  interval  between  the  First  and 
Second  brigades ;  Standart's  battery  on  the 
extreme  right,  Parsons'  near  the  centre. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  rode  to  the  right  of 
my  own  command,  and  the  battle  had  com- 
menced on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  ;  soon 
afterward,  near  eight  o'clock,  General  Negley, 
through  one  of  his  staff,  informed  me  he  was 
about  to  advance  and  requested  me  to  advance 
to  cover  his  left.  I  gave  notice  of  this  to  the 
General  commanding,  and  a  few  moments  later 
received  orders  to  move  forward.  I  at  once 
ordered  General  Cruft  to  advance,  keeping  close 
up  well  toward  Negley ;  Colonel  Hazen  to  go 
forward,  observing  the  movements  of  Wood's 
right ;  and  Grose  to  steadily  advance,  support- 
ing the  advance  brigades,  and  all  to  use  their 
artillery  freely. 

My  line  had  advanced  hardly  a  hundred  yards 
when,  upon  reaching  my  own  right,  I  found  that 
General  Negley  had,  instead  of  advancing, 
thrown  back  his  right,  so  that  his  line  was 
almost  perpendicular  to  that  of  Cruft  and  to  his 
rear  ;  and  it  was  also  apparent  that  the  enemy 
were  driving  General  McCook  back,  and  were 
rapidly  approaching  our  rear. 

Cruft's  line  was  halted  by  my  order.  I  rode 
to  the  left  to  make  some  disposition  to  meet  the 
coming  storm,  and  by  the  time  I  reached  the 
open  ground  to  the  south  of  the  pike,  the  heads 
of  the  enemy's  columns  had  forced  their  way  to 
the  open  ground  to  my  rear.  To  order  Grose 
to  change  front  to  the  rear  was  the  work  of  a 
moment,  and  he  obeyed  the  order  almost  as 
soon  as  given  ;  retiring  his  new  left  so  as  to 
bring  the  enemy  under  the  direct  fire  of  his 
line,  he  opened  upon  them  in  fine  style  and 


with  great  effect,  and  held  his  ground  until  the 
enemy  were  driven  back. 

In  the  meantime  General  Negley's  command 
had,  to  some  extent,  become  compromised  by 
the  confusion  on  the  right,  and  my  first  brigade 
was  exposed  in  front  and  flank  to  a  severe 
attack,  which  also  now  extended  along  my 
whole  front.  Orders  were  sent  to  Colonel  Hazen 
to  fall  back  from  the  open  cotton  field  into 
which  he  had  moved.  He  fell  back  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  a  regiment  from  Wood's  division 
which  had  occupied  the  crest  of  a  low- wooded 
hill,  between  the  pike  and  the  railroad,  having 
been  removed,  he  took  possession  of  that,  and 
there  resisted  the  enemy.  Hazen  on  the  rail- 
road, one  or  two  regiments  to  the  right,  some 
troops  in  the  point  of  woods  south  of  the  cotton 
field  and  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  the 
general  line,  among  whom  I  was  only  able  to 
distinguish  the  gallant  Colonel  Whittaker  and 
his  Sixth  Kentucky ;  still  further  to  the  right 
Cruft  was  fighting,  aided  by  Standart's  guns, 
and  to  the  rear  Grose  was  fighting  with  appar- 
ently great  odds  against  him.  All  were  acquitting 
themselves  nobly,  and  all  were  hard  pressed. 
I  could  see  that  Grose  was  losing  a  great  many 
men,  but  the  importance  of  Hazen's  position  de- 
termined me,  if  necessary,  to  expend  the  last 
man  in  holding  it.  I  gave  my  attention  from 
that  time  chiefly  to  that  point. 

The  One  Hundredth  Illinois  came  up  on  the 
left  of  the  railroad  and  fought  steadily.  As 
soon  as  Colonel  Grose  was  relieved  of  the  enemy 
in  his  rear,  he  again  changed  front,  moved  to 
the  left  and  co-operated  with  Colonel  Hazen. 
One  regiment  was  sent  to  my  support  from  Gen- 
eral Wood's  command,  and  which  behaved  splen- 
didly. I  regret  my  inability  either  to  name  the 
regiment  or  its  officers.  Again  and  again  the 
attack  was  renewed  by  the  enemy,  and  each 
time  repulsed,  and  the  gallant  men  who  had  so 
bravely  struggled  to  hold  the  position  occupied 
it  during  the  night. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft  deserves  great  praise 
for  so  long  holding  the  important  position  oc- 
cupied on  our  right,  and  for  skilfully  extricating 
his  command  from  the  mass  of  confusion  around 
it.  Standart  fought  his  guns  until  the  enemy 
were  upon  him,  and  then  brought  them  off 
safely  ;  while  the  Second  Kentucky  brought  off 
by  hand  three  guns  abandoned  by  General 
Negley's  division. 

Colonel  Hazen  proved  himself  a  brave  and 
able  soldier  by  the  skill  and  courage  exhibited 
in  forming  and  sheltering  his  troops,  and  in  or- 
ganizing and  fighting  all  the  materials  around 
him  for  the  maintenance  of  his  important  position. 

Colonel  Grose  exhibited  great  coolness  and 
bravery,  and  fought  against  great  odds.  He 
was  under  my  eye  during  the  whole  day,  and  I 
could  see  nothing  to  improve  in  the  management 
of  his  command. 

I  shrink  from  the  task  of  specially  mentioning 
regiments  or  regimental  officers.  All  did  their 
duty,  and,  from  my  imperfect  acquaintance  with 
regiments,  I  am  apprehensive  of  injurious  mis- 
takes. 
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I  recognized  during  the  battle  the  Forty-first 
Ohio,  which  fought  until  it  expended  its  last 
cartridge,  and  was  then  relieved  by  the  noble 
Ninth  Indiana,  which  came  into  line  with  a  heavy 
shout,  inspiring  all  with  confidence.  The  Eighty- 
fourth,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth,  and  One  Hun- 
dredth Illinois  I  knew  ;  all  new  regiments,  and 
all  so  fought  that  even  the  veterans  of  "  Shiloh" 
and  other  bloody  fields  had  no  occasion  to  boast 
over  them.  The  Eighty-fourth  stood  its  ground 
until  more  than  one-third  of  its  number  were 
killed  or  wounded.  The  Sixth  Ohio,  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Ohio,  the  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and 
the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  were  pointed  out  to 
me  ;  and  I  recognized  the  brave  Colonel  Whit- 
taker  and  his  fighting  men  doing  soldiers'  duty. 
I  only  saw  the  regiments  of  Cruft's  brigade 
fighting  early  in  the  day ;  I  had  no  fears  for 
them  where  valor  could  win.  Indeed,  the 
whole  division  fought  like  soldiers  trained  un- 
der the  rigid  discipline  of  the  lamented  Nelson, 
and  by  their  courage  proved  that  they  had 
caught  a  large  portion  of  his  heroic  and  uncon- 
querable spirit. 

During  the  whole  day  I  regarded  the  battery 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Parsons,  as- 
sisted by  Lieutenants  Cashing  and  Huntington, 
as  my  right  arm,  and  well  did  the  conduct  of 
these  courageous  and  skilful  young  officers  jus- 
tify my  confidence.  My  orders  to  Parsons  were 
simple  :  "  Fight  where  you  can  do  the  most 
good."  Never  were  orders  better  obeyed. 

The  reported  conduct  of  the  other  batteries 
attached  to  the  division  is  equally  favorable. 
They  were  in  other  parts  of  the  field. 

My  personal  staff,  Captain  Norton,  acting  As- 
sistant Adjutant-General ;  Lieutenants  Simmons 
and  Child  ;  Lieutenant  Croxton,  Ordnance  Offi- 
cer; Lieutenant  Hays,  Division  Topographical 
Engineer ;  Lieutenant  Shaw,  Seventh  Illinois 
cavalry,  were  with  me  all  day  on  the  field,  and 
carried  my  orders  everywhere  with  the  greatest 
courage.  Lieutenant  Simmons  was  severely  in- 
jured by  a  fragment  of  a  shell. 

I  cannot  commend  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Sher- 
man, Ninth  Indiana  volunteers,  Medical  Director, 
too  highly.  At  all  times  from  the  commencement 
of  the  march  from  Nashville,  and  during  the  bat- 


ties  and  skirmishes  in  which  the  divisiqn  was 
engaged,  up  to  the  occupation  of  Murfreesboro, 
he  was  always  at  his  post,  and  by  his  industry, 
humanity,  and  skill,  earned  not  only  my  grati- 
tude and  that  of  this  command,  but  that  of  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  many  of  whom  were 
thrown  upon  his  care. 

On  the  first  of  January,  this  division  was  re- 
lieved and  placed  in  reserve.  On  Friday,  the 
second,  Grose's  brigade  was  ordered  over  the 
river  to  the  left  to  support  the  division  of  Col- 
onel Beatty,  and  during  the  action  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hazen  was  also  ordered  over  to  co- 
operate with  Grose,  while  the  First  brigade 
(Cruft's)  was  posted  to  support  a  battery  on  the 
hill  near  the  ford. 

During  the  heavy  cannonade  the  First  brigade 
maintained  its  position  with  perfect  coolness. 

While  the  engagement  was  going  on  across 
the  river  a  rebel  force  of  what  seemed  to  be 
three  small  regiments,  entered  the  clump  of 
woods  in  front  of  the  position  of  our  batteries 
on  the  hill  near  the  ford.  These  troops  were  in 
musket  range  of  our  right  across  the  creek,  and 
I  determined  at  once  to  dislodge  them.  Seeing 
two  regiments,  one  of  which  was  commanded 
by  Colonel  Garrit,  and  the  other  by  Colonel  Att- 
mire,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the  edge  of 
the  wood  and  deploy  some  companies  as  skir- 
mishers. They  obeyed  me  cheerfully  and  pushed 
in.  Not  being  willing  to  leave  the  repulse  of 
the  enemy  a  matter  of  doubt,  or  to  expose  these 
brave  fellows  to  the  danger  of  heavy  loss,  I  or- 
dered up  two  of  Cruft's  regiments,  and  upon 
approaching  the  edge  of  the  woods  halted  them, 
and  told  them  it  was  my  purpose  to  clear  tlje 
woods  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  To  inspire 
them  with  coolness  and  confidence,  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  charge  was  made  with  great  delib- 
eration. To  get  the  proper  direction  for  the  line, 
guides  were  thrown  out  and  the  proper  changes 
were  made.  Bayonets  fixed,  and  these  two  regi- 
ments, Thirty-first  Indiana  and  Ninetieth  Ohio, 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods.  They  went  in 
splendidly.  It  was  done  so  quickly  that  the 
rebels  had  hardly  time  to  discharge  their  pieces. 
They  fled  with  the  utmost  speed.  All  these 
regiments  behaved  handsomely. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 


J.  M.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-Goneral,  commanding. 
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GENERAL  T.  J.  WOOD'S  REPORT. 

NASHVHXE,  TENN.,  January  6, 186a 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Chief  of  Staff: 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  ult.,  the  left 
wing  of  the  Fourteenth  army  corps  broke  up  its 
encampment  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville,  and 
moved  toward  the  enemy.  Reliable  information 
assured  us  that  they  were  encamped  in  force  at 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Murfreesboro ;  but  as 
their  cavalry,  supported  occasionally  by  infantry, 
had  extended  its  operations  up  to  our  outposts, 
and  as  we  had  been  compelled,  some  days  pre- 
vious to  the  movement  on  the  twenty-sixth  ult., 
to  fight  for  the  greater  part  of  the  forage  con- 
sumed by  our  animals,  it  was  supposed  we  would 
meet  with  resistance  as  soon  as  our  troops 
passed  beyond  the  lines  of  our  own  outposts. 
Nor  was  this  expectation  disappointed.  The 
order  of  march,  on  the  first  day  of  the  move- 
ment, placed  the  Second  division  (General  Palm- 
er's) in  Etdvance,  followed  by  my  own.  Several 
miles  northward  of  Lavergne,  a  small  hamlet 
nearly  equidistant  between  Nashville  and  Mur- 
freesboro, portions  of  the  enemy  were  encoun- 
tered by  our  advance  guard,  a  cavalry  force,  and 
a  running  fight  at  once  commenced.  The  country 
occupied  by  these  bodies  of  hostile  troops, 
affords  ground  peculiarly  favorable  for  a  small 
force  to  retard  the  advance  of  a  larger  force. 
Large  cultivated  tracts  occur  at  intervals,  on 
either  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  but  the  country 
between  the  cultivated  tracts  is  densely  wooded, 
and  much  of  the  woodland  is  interspersed  with 
cedar.  The  face  of  the  country  is  undulating, 
presenting  a  succession  of  swells  and  depres- 
sions. 

This  brief  description  is  applicable  to  the 
whole  country  between  Nashville  and  Murfrees- 
boro, and  it  will  show  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
server how  favorable  it  was  for  covering  the 
movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  in  resist 
ing  our  progress.  The  resistance  of  the  enemy 
prevented  our  troops  from  gaining  possession  of 
the  commanding  heights  immediately  south  of 
Lavergne,  during  the  first  day's  operation,  and 
delayed  the  arrival  of  my  division  at  the  site 
selected  for  its  encampment  until  some  time  after 
nightfall.  The  darkness  of  the  evening  and  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  prevented  such  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  ground  as  is  so  necessary  in  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy.  But  to  guard  effectually 
against  surprise,  a  regiment  from  each  brigade 
was  thrown  well  forward  as  a  grand  guard,  and 
the  front  and  flanks  of  the  division  covered  with 
a  continuous  line  of  skirmishers. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  be  roused  at  an 
hour  and  a  half  before  dawn  of  the  following 
morning,  to  get  their  breakfast  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  to  be  formed  under  arms  and  in 
order  of  battle  before  daylight.  An  occasional 
shell  from  the  opposite  heights,  with  which  the 
enemy  commenced  to  greet  us  shortly  after  the 
morning  broke,  showed  these  precautions  were 
not  lost.  As  it  was  understood  from  the  com- 
manding General  of  the  corps,  that  the  right 


wing  was  not  so  far  advanced  as  the  left,  the 
latter  did  not  move  forward  until  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M.  on  the  twenty-seventh.  At  this  hour  the 
advance  was  ordered,  and  my  division  was  di- 
rected to  take  the  lead.  The  entire  cavalry  on 
duty  with  the  left  wing  was  ordered  to  report 
to  me  ;  being  satisfied,  however,  from  the  nature 
of  the  country,  that  its  position  in  the  advance 
would  be  injudicious,  and  retard,  rather  than 
aid,  the  progress  of  the  infantry,  I  directed  it  to 
take  position  in  rear  of  the  flanks  of  the  leading 
brigade.  I  ordered  Hascall's  brigade  to  take 
the  advance,  and  moved  forward  in  two  lines, 
with  the  front  and  flanks  well  covered  with 
skirmishers.  The  other  two  brigades,  Wagner's 
and  Barker's,  were  ordered  to  advance  on  either 
side  of  the  turnpike  road,  prepared  to  sustain 
the  leading  brigade,  and  especially  to  protect  its 
flanks.  These  two  brigades  were  also  ordered 
to  protect  their  outer  flanks  by  flankers.  In.  this 
order  the  movement  commenced.  Possession  of 
the  hamlet  of  Lavergne  was  the  first  object  to 
be  attained.  The  enemy  were  strongly  posted 
in  the  houses,  and  on  the  wooded  heights  in 
the  rear,  where  they  were  enabled  to  oppose  our 
advance  by  a  direct  and  cross-fire  of  musketry. 
Hascall's  brigade  advanced  nobly  across  an 
open  field  to  the  attack,  and  quickly  routed  the 
enemy  from  their  stronghold.  This  was  the  work 
of  only  a  few  minutes,  but  more  than  twenty 
casualties  in  the  two  leading  regiments  proved 
how  sharp  was  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  for- 
ward movement  of  Hascall's  brigade  was  con- 
tinued, supported  by  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana 
battery.  The  enemy  availed  themselves  of  the 
numberless  positions  which  occur  along  the 
entire  road,  to  dispute  our  progress,  but  could 
not  materially  retard  the  advance  of  our  troops, 
so  determined  and  enthusiastic.  They  continued 
to  press  forward  through  the  densely-wooded 
country,  in  a  drenching  rain-storm/  till  the 
advance  reached  Stewart's  Creek,  distant  some 
five  miles  from  Lavergne.  Stewart's  Creek  is  a 
narrow,  deep  stream,  Bowing  between  high  and 
precipitous  banks.  It  is  spanned  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  with  a  single  arch.  It  was  a  matter  of 
cardinal  importance  to  secure  possession  of  this 
bridge,  as  its  destruction  would  entail  difficulty 
and  delay  in  crossing  the  river,  and,  perhaps, 
involve  the  necessity  of  constructing  a  new 
bridge.  The  advance  troops  found,  on  their 
arrival,  that  the  enemy  had  lighted  a  fire  upon 
it,  but  had  been  pressed  so  warmly  that  there 
had  been  no  time  for  the  flames  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  bridge.  The  line  of  skirmishers 
and  the  Third  Kentucky  volunteers,  Colonel 
McKee,  dashed  bravely  forward,  though  opposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  opposite  direction,  threw  the 
combustible  materials  into  the  stream,  and  saved 
the  bridge.  While  this  gallant  feat  was  being 
performed,  the  left  flank  of  the  leading  brigade 
was  attacked  by  cavalry.  The  menaced  regi- 
ments immediately  changed  front  to  left,  repulsed 
the  attack,  and  a  company  of  the  One  Hundredth 
Illinois,  Colonel  Bartleson,  succeeded  in  cutting 
off  and  capturing  twenty-five  prisoners,  with 
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their  arms,  and  twelve  horses,  with  their  accou- 
trements. The  result  of  the  day's  operations 
was  twenty  casualties  (wounded),  in  Hascall's 
brigade,  and  some  twenty-five  prisoners  taken 
from  the  enemy.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  great 
disorder  from  Stewart's  Creek.  He  left  tents 
standing  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  creek,  and 
in  this  encampment  the  ground  was  strewn  with 
arms. 

Sunday,  the  twenty-eighth  ult.,  we  remained 
in  camp,  waiting  for  the  troops  of  the  right  wing 
and  centre  to  get  into  position. 

Monday,  the  twenty-ninth,  the  advance  was 
resumed.  Wagner's  brigade,  of  my  division, 
was  deployed,  in  order  of  battle,  on  the  left  or 
'eastern,  and  a  brigade  of  General  Palmer's 
division,  on  the.,  right  or  western  side  of  the 
road.  Cox's  Tenth  Indiana  battery  supported 
Wagner's  brigade.  Moving  pari  passu,  the  two 
brigades  advanced,  clearing  all  opposition,  till 
we  arrived  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Mur- 
freesboro.  Harker's  brigade  was  disposed  on 
the  left  of  Wagner's  brigade,  in  the  advance, 
and  Hascall's  held  in  reserve.  On  arriving 
within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Murfreesboro,  the 
evidences  were  perfectly  unmistakable  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  immediately  in  our  front, 
prepared  to  resist,  seriously  and  determinedly, 
our  further  advance.  The  .rebels,  displayed  in 
battle  array,  were  plainly  eeen  in  our  front. 

Negley's  division,  which  was  to  take  position 
in  the  centre,  to  complete  the  communication 
between  the  right  and  left  wings,  was  not  up, 
but  several  miles  in  the  rear.  Van  Cleve's 
division,  which  was  to  support  the  left,  was  in 
the  rear  of  Negley's.  Consequently,  I  halted  the 
troops  in  advance,  reported  the  fact  to  General 
Crittenden,  commanding  the  left  wing,  and 
desired  further  orders.  Up  to  this  moment,  the 
information  received  had  indicated,  with  con- 
siderable probability,  that  the  enemy  would 
evacuate  Murfreesboro,  offering  no  serious  op- 
position. But  observations  assured  me,  very 
soon  after  arriving  so  near  the  town,  that  we 
should  meet  with  determined  resistance,  and  I 
did  not  deem  it  proper  to  precipitate  the  force 
in  advance — two  divisions,  my  own  and  Palmer's 
— on  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
remainder  of  our  troops  so  far  in  the  rear  as  to 
make  it  entirely  possible — perhaps  probable — 
that  a  serious  reverse  would  occur  before  they 
could  support  us.  Furthermore,  the  afternoon 
was  well  nigh  spent,  and  an  attempt  to  advance 
would  have  involved  us  in  the  obscurity  of  the 
night,  on  un  examined  ground,  in  the  presence  of 
an  unseen  foe,  to  whom  our  movements  would 
have  rendered  us  seriously  vulnerable. 

The  halt  being  approved,  my  division  was 
disposed  in  order  of  battle,  and  the  front  se- 
curely guarded  by  a  continuous  line  of  skir- 
mishers, thrown  out  well  in  advance  of  their 
reserves.  The  right  of  the  division  (Wagner's 
brigade)  rested  on  the  turnpike,  and  occupied  a 
piece  of  wooded  ground,  with  an  open  field  in 
front  of  it ;  the  centre  (Harker's  brigade)  occu- 
pied, in  part,  the  woods  in  which  WagneVs 


brigade  was  posted,  and  extended  leftward  into 
an  open  field,  covered  in  front  by  a  low  swell 
which  it  was  to  occupy  in  case  of  an  attack,  and 
General  Hascall's  brigade  was  posted  on  the  left 
of  the  division,  with  the  left  flank  resting  nearly 
on  Stone  River.  The  entire  division  was  drawn 
up  in  two  lines.  Stone  River  runs  obliquely  in 
front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  division, 
leaving  a  triangular  piece  of  ground  of  some 
hundreds  of  yards  in  breadth  in  front  of  the 
right,  and  narrowing  to  almost  a  point  in  front 
of  the  left. 

Such  was  the  position  occupied  by  my  division 
on  Monday  night.  It  remained  in  this  position 
throughout  Tuesday,  the  thirtieth — the  skir- 
mishers keeping  up  an  active  fire  with  the 
enemy.  In  this  encounter,  Lieutenant  Elliott, 
Adjutant  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  was  badly 
wounded.  In  the  afternoon,  I  had  three  days' 
subsistence  issued  to  the  men  ;  and,  near  night- 
fall, by  order,  twenty  additional  rounds  of 
cartridges  were  distributed  to  them.  Command- 
ers were  directed  to  instruct  the  troops  to  be 
exceedingly  vigilant,  and  to  report  promptly 
any  indication  in  their  fronts  of  a  movement  by 
the  enemy.  The  artillery  horses  were  kept 
attached  to  their  pieces.  Between  midnight  and 
daylight  on  Wednesday  morning  I  received  a 
message  from  Colonel  Wagner,  to  the  effect  that 
the  enemy  seemed  to  be  moving  large  bodies  of 
troops  from  the  right  to  the  left.  I  immediately 
dispatched  the  information  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  left  wing,  and  I  doubt  not  it  was  sent 
thence  to  the  commanding  General,  and  by  him 
distributed  to  the  rest  of  the  corps.  The  division 
was  roused  at  five  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing ;  the  men  took  their  breakfasts,  and,  before 
daylight,  were  ready  for  action.  Shortly  after 
dawn,  I  repaired  to  the  headquarters  of  the  left 
wing  for  orders.  I  met  the  commanding  General 
there,  and  received  orders  from  him  to  com- 
mence passing  Stone  River,  immediately  in  front 
of  the  division,  by  brigades.  I  rode  at  once  to 
my  division,  and  directed  Colonel  Harker  to 
commence  the  movement  with  his  brigade, 
dispatching  an  order  to  General  Hascall 
to  follow  Colonel  Harker,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Wagner  to  follow  General  Hascall. 
While  Colonel  Harker  was  preparing  to  move,  I 
rode  to  the  front  to  examine  the  ground.  A 
long,  wooded  ridge,  withdrawn  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  stream,  extends  along  the  south- 
ern and  eastern  side  of  Stone  River.  On  the 
crest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy  appeared  to  be 
posted  in  force.  During  the  morning  some  firing 
had  been  heard  on  the  right,  but  not  to  a  sufficient 
extent  to  indicate  that  the  troops  were  seriously 
engaged.  But  the  sudden  and  fierce  roar  and 
rattle  of  musketry,  which  burst  upon  us  at  this 
moment,  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  attacked 
the  right  wing  in  heavy  force,  and  soon  the 
arrival  of  messengers,  riding  in  hot  haste,  con- 
firmed the  indications.  I  was  ordered  to  stop 
the  movement  to  cross  the  river,  and  to  with- 
draw the  brigades  to  the  rear,  for  the  purpose 
of  reinforcing  the  centre  and  right.  General 
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Hascall's  and  Colonel  Marker's  brigades  were 
withdrawn,  and  the  latter,  under  orders  from 
the  commanding  General,  moved  to  the  right 
and  rear.  I  ordered  Colonel  Wagner  to  hold 
his  position  in  the  woods  at  all  hazards,  as  this 
was  tin  important  point,  and  so  long  as  it  was 
held,  not  only  were  our  left  front  and  flanks 
secured,  but  the  command  of  the  road  leading 
to  the  rear  preserved.  The  vigorous  attack  on 
our  right  and  centre,  extended  to  our  left,  and 
our  whole  line  became  seriously  engaged.  Not 
only  was  the  extreme  left  exposed  to  the  attack 
in  the  front,  but  was  much  harassed  by  the 
enemy's  artillery,  posted  on  the  heights  on  the 
southern  side  of  Stone  River.  But  the  troops 
nobly  maintained  their  position,  and  gallantly 
repulsed  the  enemy.  A  slackening  of  the  ene- 
my's fire  at  this  moment,  in  his  attack  on  our 
centre  and  left,  and  other  indications  that  his 
forces  were  weakening  in  the  centre,  rendered 
the  juncture  apparently  favofable  for  bringing 
additional  and  fresh  troops  into  the  engagement 
Hascall's  brigade  was  now  brought  forward,  arid 
put  into  position  on  the  right  of  Wagner's  bri- 
gade. But  the  abatement  of  the  enemy's  fire 
was  but  the  lulling  of  the  storm,  to  burst  soon 
with  greater  fury.  The  attack  was  renewed  on 
our  centre  and  left  with  redoubled  violence. 
Hascall's  brigade  had  got  into  position  in  good 
season,  and  aided  in  gallant  style  in  driving 
back  the  enemy.  Estep's  battery,  generally 
associated  with  Hascall's  brigade,  had  been  de- 
tached early  in  the  morning,  and  sent  to  the 
right  and  rearward,  to  aid  in  driving  back  the 
enemy  from  our  centre  and  right.  The  falling 
back  of  the  right  wing  had  brought  our  lines 
into  a  crochet.  This  rendered  the  position  of 
the  troops  on  the  extreme  left  particularly  haz- 
ardous, for  had  the  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  turnpike,  in  his  attack  on  the  right,  the  left 
would  have  been  exposed  to  an  attack  in  the 
reverse.  This  danger  imposed  on  me  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  a  rigid  watch  to  the  right,  to  be 
prepared  to  change  front  in  that  direction, 
should  it  become  necessary.  Again  the  enemy 
were  seen  concentrating  large  masses  of  troops 
in  the  fields  to  the  front  and  right,  and  soon 
these  masses -moved  to  the  attack.  Estep's  bat- 
tery was  now  moved  to  the  front  to  join  Has- 
call's brigade.  The  artillery  in  the  front  lines, 
as  well  as  those  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  centre 
and  left,  poured  a  destructive  fire  on  the  ad- 
vancing foe,  but  on  he  came  until  within  small- 
arm  range,  when  he  was  repulsed  and  driven 
back.  But  our  thinned  ranks  and  dead  and 
wounded  officers  told,  in  sad  and  unmistakable 
language,  how  seriously  we  were  sufferers  from 
these  repeated  assaults.  Colonel  McKee,  of  the 
Third  Kentucky,  had  been  killed  ;  and  Colonel 
Hines  and  LieutenamVColonel  Dennard,  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Blake  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  of  the  Fortieth  Indiana, 
with  others,  were  wounded.  During  this  attack, 
the  Fifteenth  Indiana,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
antrColonel  Wood,  counter-charged  on-  one  of 
the  enemy's  regiments,  and  captured  one  hun- 


dred and  seventy-five  prisoners.  The  capture 
was  from  the  Twentieth  Louisiana.  While  this 
attack  was  in  progress,  I  received  a  message 
from  General  Palmer,  commanding  the  Second 
division  of  the  left  wing,  that  he  was  sorely 
pressed,  and  desired  I  would  send  him  a  regi- 
ment, if  I  could  possibly  spare  one.  I  sent  an 
order  to  General  Hascall  to  send  a  regiment  to 
General  Palmer's  assistance,  if  his  own  situation 
would  warrant  it.  He  dispatched  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  G.  P.  Buell's  regiment, 
to  report  to  G-eneral  Palmer.  The  regiment  got 
into  position,  reserved  its  fire  until  the  enemy 
were  in  close  range,  and  then  poured  in  a  with- 
ering discharge,  from  which  the  foe  recoiled  in 
disorder.  Our  extreme  left  next  became  the 
object  of  the  enemy's  attention.  Skirmishers 
were  seen  descending  the  slope  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  as  also  working  their  way 
down  the  stream  for  the  purpose,  apparently,  of 
gaining  our  left  flank  and  rear.  A  few  well- 
directed  charges  of  grape  and  canister  from 
Cox's  battery  drove  them  back.  This  battery 
did  most  excellent  service  in  counter-battering 
the  enemy's  artillery,  posted  on  the  heights  on 
the  southern  side  of  the  river.  The  afternoon 
was  now  well  advanced,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
seem  disposed  to  relinquish  the  design  of  forc- 
ing us  from  our  position.  Heavy  masses  were 
again  assembled  in  front  of  the  centre,  with  a 
view,  evidently,  of  renewing  the  onset.  But 
the  well-directed  fire  of  the  artillery  held  them 
in  check,  and  only  a  small  force  came  within 
range  of  our  small  arms,  which  was  readily 
repulsed.  The  enemy  concluded  his  operations 
against  the  left,  as  night  approached,  by  open- 
ing on  it  with  his  artillery.  Cox's  and  Estep's 
batteries  gallantly  and  effectually  replied.  But 
darkness  soon  put  a  conclusion  to  this  artillery 
duel,  and  when  the  night  descended  brought  a 
period  to  the  long  and  bloody  contest  of  this 
ever-memorable  day,  which  found  the  First  and 
Second  brigades,  Hascall's  and  Wagner's,  occu- 
pying, with  some  slight  interchange  in  the 
position  of  particular  regiments,  the  ground 
on  which  they  had  gone  into  the  fight  in  the 
morning.  Every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dis- 
lodge them  had  failed  ;  every  attack  was  gal- 
lantly repulsed.  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
terms  of  praise  of  the  soldierly  bearing  and 
steadfast  courage  with  which  the  officers  and 
men  of  these  two  brigades  maintained  the 
battles  throughout  the  day.  Their  good  con- 
duct deserves  and  will  receive  the  highest 
commendations  of  their  commanders  and  coun- 
trymen. The  commanding  General  of  the 
enemy  has  borne  testimony  in  his  dispatch 
to  the  gallantry  and  success  of  their  resist- 
ance. Cox's  and  Estep's  batteries  were  splen- 
didly served  throughout  the  day,  and  did  the 
most  effective  service.  They  lost  heavily  in 
men  and  horses,  and  it  was  necessary  for 
Estep  to  call  on  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois, 
For  a  detail  to  aid  in  working  his  guns.  I 
have  previously  remarked  that  the  Third  bri- 
gade, Colonel  Barker's,  was  detached  early 
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in  the  morning  and  sent  to  reinforce  the 
right.  It  remained  on  that  part  of  the  field  dur- 
ing the  entire  day,  I  am  not  able,  consequently, 
to  speak  of  its  service  from  personal  observa- 
tion. But  its  extremely  heavy  list  of  casu- 
alties shows  how  hotly  it  was  engaged,  and 
what  valuable  service  it  rendered.  I  am  sure 
it  met  the  expectation  I  had  ever  confidently 
entertained  of  what  would  be  its  bearing  in 
presence  of  the  foe.  Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio  bat- 
tery was  associated  with  this  brigade  during  the 
day,  was  skilfully  handled  and  did  most  effec- 
tive service.  It  lost  two  of  its  guns,  but  they 
were  spiked  before  they  were  abandoned.  They 
were  subsequently  recaptured  by  the  Thirteenth 
Michigan,  attached  to  this  brigade.  From  all 
I  have  learned  of  the  service  of  the  Third  bri- 
gade and  Bradley's  battery,  I  am  sure  they  de- 
serve equal  commendation  with  the  other  two 
brigades  and  batteries,  which  so  stoutly  held  the 
left.  An  official  report  of  events  so  thrilling  as 
those  of  the  battle  of  the  thirty-first  ult,  made 
from  personal  observations  amid  the  din  and  roar 
of  the  conflict,  and  unaided  by  the  reports  of 
the  subordinate  commanders,  must  necessarily 
present  but  a  brief  and  meagre  outline  of  the 
part  enacted  by  the  troops  whose  services  it 
professes  to  portray.  A  report  so  prepared  may, 
entirely  unintentionally  on  the  part  of  the  writer, 
do  injustice  to  particular  troops  and  officers. 
From  the  inability  of  reference  to  the  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders,  I  cannot  give  any  de- 
tail of  the  heavy  casualties  of  the  battle  of  the 
thirty-first.  I  must  leave  them  to  be  reported, 
with  the  subsequent  casualties,  by  my  succes- 
sor in  command.  The  absence  of  such  reports 
prevents  me  from  signalizing  by  name  such  regi- 
mental and  company  officers  as  particularly  dis- 
tinguished themselves.  But  where  all  did  so  well 
it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  invidious,  to  dis- 
criminate among  them.  To  my  brigade  com- 
manders, Brigadier-General  Hascall,  command- 
ing First  brigade.  Colonel  Wagner,  Fifteenth 
Indiana,  commanding  Second  brigade,  and  Col- 
onel Harker,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio,  commanding  Third 
brigade,  my  warmest  thanks  are  due  for  their 
valuable  assistance,  their  hearty  co-operation, 
and  intelligent  performance  of  duty  throughout 
the  whole  of  that  trying  day.  For  these  ser- 
vices and  their  gallant  and  manly  bearing  under 
the  heaviest  fire,  they  richly  deserve  the  highest 
commendation  and  the  gratitude  of  their  coun- 
trymen. Colonels  Wagner  and  Harker  have 
long  and  ably  commanded  brigades,  and  I  re- 
spectfully submit  it  would  be  simply  an  act  of 
justice  to  confer  on  them  the  actual  and  legal 
rank  of  the  command  they  Tiave  so  long  exer- 
cised. To  Major  S.  Race,  Chief  of  Artillery ; 
Surgeon  W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  ;  Cap- 
tain M.  P.  Bestow,  Assistant  Adjutant-General ; 
First  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Yargan,  Fifty-eighth  Indi- 
ana, Aide-de-Camp  ;  Captain  Y.  R.  Palmer,  Thir- 
teenth Michigan,  Inspector-General,  and  Major 
Walker,  Second  Indiana  cavalry,  volunteer  Aid- 
de-Camp,  my  thanks  are  due  and  cordially  given. 
Captain  L.  D.  Myers,  Division  Quartermaster ; 


Captain  Henderson,  Commissarary  of  Subsist- 
ence to  the  division,  and  First  Lieutenant  Mar- 
tin, Twenty-first  Ohio,  Signal  Officer,  but  for 
some  time  engaged  in  performing  the  duties  of 
Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster,  great  credit  is 
due  for  the  intelligent  and  efficient  performance 
of  duty  in  their  respective  departments.  Cap- 
tain Bruce,  Fifty -eighth  Indiana,  Ordnance  Officer 
of  the  First  Virginia,  deserves  credit  for  valua- 
ble services  rendered  in  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment for  the  entire  division,  during  the  absence 
of  the  Division  Ordnance  Officer. 

My  division  is  composed  of  regiments  from 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Michigan, 
and  Kentucky.  To  the  relatives  and  personal 
friends  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of 
their  country,  I  would  respectfully  offer  my 
sympathy  and  condolence. 

About  ten  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  dur-  ' 
ing  one  of  the  heaviest  attacks,  I  was  struck  by 
a  Minnie  ball  on  the  inner  side  of  the  left  heel. 
Fortunately  the  ball  struck  obliquely,  or  the  in- 
jury would  have  been  much  severer.  My  boot 
was  torn  open,  the  foot  lacerated,  and  a  severe 
contusion  inflicted.  I  did  not  dismount  from 
my  horse  till  seven  o'clock  in.  the  evening.  The 
coldness  of  the  night,  combined  with  the  injury, 
made  my  foot  so  painful  and  stiff  as  to  render 
it  evident  I  would  not  be  effective  for  imme- 
diate service.  I  was  ordered  by  the  command- 
ing General  of  the  corps  to  repair  that  night, 
by  ambulance,  with  an  escort,  to  the  city.  It 
was  with  extreme  regret  I  found  myself  in  a 
condition  to  make  it  necessary,  on  account  of  my 
injury,  to  leave  the  division  I  had  formed  and 
so  long  commanded  ;  but  the  regret  was  allevi- 
ated by  the  reflection  that  I  had  left  the  division 
under  the  command  of  an  able  and  experienced 
officer,  one  who  had  long  served  with  it,  who 
knew  it  well,  and  in  whom  it  had  confidence — 
Brigadier-General  Hascall. 

I  am  still  confined  to  my  room,  but  trust  ere 
long  to  be  able  to  resume  my  duties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  VAN  CLEVE'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  1 
ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND,  j 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  division 
on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1862  : 

At  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day, 
I  received  an  order  to  cross  Stone  River,  on 
which  my  left  rested,  and  march  toward  MUP- 
freesboro.  The  First  brigade,  Colonel  Beatty, 
Third  brigade,  Colonel  Price,  and  the  batteries, 
Captain  Swallow  commanding,  were  promptly 
moved  over  and  formed  into  line  ;  the  Second 
brigade,  Colonel  Fyffe,  being  retained  on  the 
south  side  by  a  subsequent  order. 

My  lines  being  formed  and  about  to  advance, 
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by  your  order  I  recrossed  the  river,  leaving  the 
Third  brigade  to  guard  the  ford.  With  the 
First  brigade  I  marched  rapidly  to  the  support 
of  General  Rousseau,  whose  division  was  hard 
pressed  by  the  enemy.  We  formed  in  a  wood 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Murfreesboro  and  Nash- 
ville turnpike.  Our  lines  were  no  sooner  formed 
than  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing,  driving 
before  them  our  scattered  troops.  Our  ranks 
were  opened  to  suffer  them  to  pass,  when  they 
closed  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  a  wither- 
ing fire,  who  were  soon  brought  to  a  halt.  A 
murderous  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  about 
twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  began  to  re- 
coil. Our  second  line  now  relieving  the  first 
with  a  hearty  cheer,  the  rebels  broke  and  retreat- 
ed. The  Second  brigade  coming  up  at  this 
moment,  formed  on  the  right  and  joined  in  the 
pursuit.  We  pressed  the  enemy  through  this 
wood,  and  across  an  open  field,  to  another 
wood,  where  they  appear  to  have  met  with 
reinforcements  and  re-formed.  The  Seventh 
Indiana  battery,  Captain  Swallow,  joined  us  on 
this  open  field,  and  rendered  efficient  aid.  Here 
I  received  information  from  General  Rosecrans 
that  General  Rousseau  was  driving  the  enemy, 
accompanied  with  an  order  for  me  to  press 
them  hard. 

At  the  same  moment  I  was  notified  by  a 
messenger  from  Colonel  Harker,  whose  brigade 
was  to  my  right  and  rear,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  force  on  my  right  in  a  wood,  and  were  plant- 
ing  a  battery  there.  I  immediately  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  Colonel  Harker  to  press  the  enemy  hard, 
as  I  had  no  reserve  to  protect  my  right ;  to 
Captain  Swallow,  who  was  doing  good  service 
with  his  battery,  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  captured  ; 
to  Colonel  Beatty  to  send  two  regiments,  if  they 
could  possibly  be  spared,  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Fyffe,  and  a  fourth  to  General  Critten- 
den  to  inform  him  of  my  critical  situation.  The 
enemy  now  poured  a  galling  fire  of  musketry, 
accompanied  with  grape  and  shell,  on  our  right. 
Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  supported  by  Captain 
Swallow's  battery,  gallantly  returned  the  fire, 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers  on  front 
and  flank,  were  soon  compelled  to  retire,  fol- 
lowed but  a  short  distance  by  the  enemy.  Cap- 
tain Swallow,  to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  awarded,  brought  off  his  battery  safely. 

Colonel  Beatty,  who  had  been  pressing  the 
enemy  on  the  left,  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  con- 
dition of  affairs,  retired  in  good  order  ;  with  two 
of  his  regiments,  was  ordered  by  General  Rose- 
crans to  protect  a  battery  on  the  Murfreesboro 
road  ;  the  remaining  two  regiments  of  his  bri- 
gade and  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  were  re-formed, 
and  took  a  position  on  the  left  of  General  Mc- 
Cook's  corps,  and  to  the  right  of  the  Pioneer, 
which  position  we  occupied  without  further 
adventure  till  after  dark. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  inviting 
your  attention  to  the  gallantry  displayed  by 
those  under  my  command  during  this  engage- 
ment. To  both  officers  and  men  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded.  I  would  particularly  notice 


the  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  skill  of  my  brigade 
commanders,  Colonels  Beatty  and  Fyffe,  and  of 
Captain  Swallow,  Chief  of  Artillery.  To  the 
members  of  my  staff,  Captain  E.  A.  Otis,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General ;  Captain  C.  H.  Wood,  In- 
spector-General ;  Captain  William  Starling,  Topo- 
graphical Engineer ;  Lieutenants  T.  F.  Murdoch 
and  H.  M.  Williams,  Aids-de-Camp,  I  owe  much 
for  the  promptness,  faithfulness,  and  gallantry 
with  which  they  executed  my  orders,  and  con- 
veyed intelligence  on  the  field.  Sergeant  R.  B. 
Rhodes,  of  the  First  Ohio  cavalry,  in  command 
of  my  escort,  conducted  himself  like  a  true  sol- 
dier, and  deserves  honorable  mention. 

A  slight  wound  received  early  this  day,  be- 
coming exceedingly  painful,  on  the  following 
morning  I  was  compelled  to  turn  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  division  to  Colonel  Beatty,  and  retire 
from  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  P.  VAN  CLEVE, 

Brigadier-General. 
COLONEL  BEATTY'S  REPORT. 

PlEADQUAKTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  ) 

CAMP  NEAR  MURFREESBORO,  January,  1863.  ) 

Major  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral: 

MAJOR  :  I-  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  division 
for  the  time  embraced  between  the.  first  and 
third  days  of  January,  1863,  inclusive  : 

I  was  called  to  the  command  of  the  division 
on  the  morning  of  January  first,  by  General  Van 
Cleve's  disability,  from  the  wound  received  in 
the  battle  of  the  preceding  day. 

At  three  P.  M.  on  that  day,  I  received  orders 
to  cross  Stone  River  with  my  command  at  the 
"  upper  ford,"  and  hold  the  hill  overlooking  the 
river  near  the  ford.  Accordingly,  at  daybreak 
the  Third  brigade,  Colonel  Price  commanding, 
crossed  the  river  at  the  place  indicated,  throw- 
ing out  skirmishers  and  flankers.  Colonel  Price 
was  quickly  followed  by  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  ; 
the  force  being  formed  in  two  lines,  the  right 
retiring  on  the  high  ground  near  the  river  and 
east  of  the  ford,  and  the  left  thrown  forward  so 
that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  nearly 
perpendicular  to  the  river. 

In  the  meantime,  the  First  brigade,  Colonel 
Grider  commanding,  had  been  disposed  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  regiments  were  formed  in  the  hollow 
near  the  hospital,  as  a  reserve,  the  other  two 
remaining  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  sup- 
port a  battery. 

The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  now  discov- 
ered in  a  wood,  distant  half  a  mile  or  so  from 
our  first  line,  and  occasional  firing  took  place  on 
both  sides. 

Information  of  all  these  movements  was  sent 
to  General  Crittcnden,  who  sent  me  word  if  I 
needed  artillery  to  order  up  a  battery.  The 
Third  Wisconsin  battery,  Lieutenant  Livingston 
commanding,  was  accordingly,  at  about  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and  re- 
main in  the  hollow  near  the  ford. 
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Small  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry were  occasionally  seen,  and  at  length  a 
strong  line  was  distinctly  visible  through  the 
openings  of  the  wood.  Lieutenant  Livingston 
was  ordered  to  bring  up  his  battery.  It  was 
accordingly  placed  in  position  on  the  rising 
ground  in  front  of  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade.  Sev- 
eral shells  were  thrown  at  the  enemy's  line, 
which  caused  its  disappearance ;  it  was  sup- 

Eosed  that  they  had  lain  down.  One  section, 
ieutenant  Hubbard  commanding,  was  now 
moved  to  the  hill  on  the  right,  whence,  also,  one 
or  two  shells  were  thrown  at  detached  parties. 
Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  of 
the  battery,  where  it  was  covered  by  a  skirt  of 
woods.  Our  whole  force  had  been  constantly 
concealed  by  making  the  men  lie  down. 

About  one  o'clock  the  remaining  two  regi- 
ments of  Colonel  Grider's  brigade,  the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  were  ordered 
to  cross  the  river,  which  they  did,  forming  near 
the  hospital  on  the  left  of  the  other  two  regi- 
ments of  the  same  brigade,  to  protect  our  left 
flank.  The  enemy's  force  was  occasionally  seen 
moving  to  our  left,  and  Generals  Crittenden  and 
Palmer  were  advised  of  the  fact ;  Colonel  Grose 
was  consequently  ordered  to  support  me.  His 
brigade  formed  so  as  to  protect  our  left,  reliev- 
ing the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky. 
These  two  regiments  were  formed  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  the  second  line,  as  a  reserve,  being 
posted  in  the  hollow  near  the  ford. 

No  other  disturbance  occurred  during  the 
day,  except  the  occasional  fifing  of  the  skir- 
mishers ;  so  Colonel  Grose's  brigade  and  Livings- 
ton's battery  recrossed  the  river.  About  mid- 
night we  were  alarmed  by  sharp  firing  from  the 
skirmishers ;  they  reported  that  it  was  caused 
by  the  enemy's  skirmishers  advancing  and  firing 
upon  us.  One  of  our  men  was  killed  and  one 
wounded.  Nothing  else  occurred  during  the 
night.  On  the  morning  of  Friday,  January  sec- 
ond, Livingston's  battery  came  across  the  river 
again,  and  was  posted  as  before.  There  was 
light  skirmishing  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  Colonel  Knifler, 
was  ordered  to  take  place  in  the  first  line,  to 
close  the  gap  between  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade 
and  the  others.  Nothing  of  note  occurred  until 
about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  firing  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  became  very  constant  and 
heavy,  as  they  slowly  crept  up  toward  us.  The 
skirmishers  now  reported  a  battery  being 
planted  in  our  front,  and  shortly  afterward,  that 
fifteen  regiments  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  of 
artillery  were  moving  to  our  left. 

Notice  of  all  these  movements  was  given  to 
Generals  Crittenden  and  Palmer,  and  Colonel 
Grose's  brigade  again  came  over  to  our  support. 
About  noon  the  enemy's  battery  opened  with 
occasional  shells,  directed  at  Lieutenant  Hub- 
bard's  section  of  artillery  on  the  hill.  The 
enemy's  artillery  were  now  seen  moving  to  our 
left,  and  soon  another  battery  opened  fire  upon 
Lieutenant  Hubbard's  section. 


As  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  so  near  that 
their  firing  was  annoying  and  dangerous  to  the 
artillery,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Livingston  to 
retire  and  take  a  position  on  the  hill  near  the 
hospital.  A  few  shells  were  still  thrown  by  the 
enemy's  battery  on  out  left,  and  occasional  ones 
from  an  apparently  heavy  battery  across  the 
river.  As  the  enemy's  skirmishers  pressed  ours 
very  closely,  our  lines  were  strengthened  by 
throwing  out  two  more  companies.  The  firing 
was  very  sharp,  and  many  of  our  men  as  well  as 
theirs,  were  wounded.  At  about  half-past  two 
o'clock  it  was  reported  that  four  more  of  the 
enemy's  guns  were  moving  toward  our  left. 
Word  was  sent  of  this,  as  in  case  of  all  other 
movements,  to  General  Crittenden.  At  about 
three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  reported  that  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  were  throwing  down  the 
fence  in  front  of  our  line.  Orders  were  sent  to 
Colonel  Price  to  let  his  first  line  fall  back  behind 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  but  before  he  could  receive 
them  the  enemy  were  advancing  across  the  field 
to  the  charge.  They  were  formed  in  column, 
with  a  front  of  apparently  two  regiments. 

The  first  column  was  three  regiments,  or  six 
ranks  deep  ;  this  was  succeeded  by  a  second  of 
the  same  depth,  and  a  third  apparently  greater. 

At  the  same  moment  their  artillery  opened 
from  three  or  four  different  points,  throwing 
shot,  shell  and  canister  directly  into  us. 

As  the  enemy's  columns  approached  to  within 
a  hundred  yards  or  so,  the  first  line  rose  up 
and  delivered  a  heavy  fire  upon  their  column, 
which  checked  it  for  a  moment ;  they  soon 
pressed  on,  however.  The  regiments  of  the 
first  line,  the  Fifty-first  Ohio,  Eighth  Kentucky, 
and  Thirty-fifth  and  Seventy-ninth  Indiana, 
fought  gallantly  until  the  enemy  were  within  a 
few  yards  of  them,  when,  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, they  were  compelled  to  retire. 

This  movement  confused  and  disorganized 
the  second  line,  which  also  was  ordered  to  fall 
back.  The  reserve,  consisting  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio,  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Eleventh  Kentucky, 
was  now  ordered  up.  They  advanced  most 
gallantly  toward  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  poured 
a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whose  first 
column  was  by  this  time  almost  annihilated. 
Their  supporting  columns  soon  came  up,  how- 
ever, and  at  the  same  time  a  force  advanced 
along  the  river  bank  upon  our  right  flank.  Our 
men  fought  with  most  desperate  courage,  as 
will  appear  from  their  severe  loss,  until  forced 
back  by  the  actual  pressure  of  the  enemy.  Even 
then  they  broke  back  from  the  right,  file  by 
file,  stubbornly  contesting  their  ground.  At 
last,  however,  the  right  being  forced  back,  the 
left  was  ordered  to  retire,  which  it  slowly  did 
until  the  bank  of  the  river  was  reached. 

Attempts  were  made  to  rally  the  men  at 
several  points,  but  it  was  impossible  from  the 
heavy  fire  and  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy ; 
most  of  them  were,  therefore,  forced  across 
the  river,  where  many  of  them  rallied  and  re- 
turned with  the  first  supporting  troops  ;  and  I 
am  proud  to  say  that  the  colors  of  the  Nine- 
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teenth  Ohio,  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Fifty-first 
Ohio  were  the  first  to  recross  the  stream  after 
the  enemy's  check.  The  tremendous  fire  of  our 
artillery  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  with 
Livingston's  battery  on  the  other,  with  the  de- 
termined resistance  they  had  met,  had  stopped 
the  enemy  at  the  river ;  and  now,  as  our  troops 
pressed  forward,  they  fled  in  confusion,  leaving 
four  of  their  guns. 

Several  brave  officers  had  raUied  a  great  num- 
ber of  our  men,  and  were  the  foremost  in  the 
advance. 

Night  now  came  on  and  closed  the  pursuit. 
The  regiments  were  rapidly  reorganized,  and  in 
a  few  hours  were  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and 
turned  out  promptly  and  cheerfully  at  an  alarm. 


The  Second  brigade,  Colonel  Fyffe,  was  not 
attacked,  the  front  of  the  enemy's  column  not 
extending  to  them.  Seeing  the  right  driven 
back,  they  also  retired  in  good  order.  Lieu- 
tenant Livingston's  battery  fired  constantly  and 
well  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy, 
until  the  very  last  moment  he  could  remain 
safely.  He  then  crossed  the  river  without 
losing  a  piece. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  gallant  man- 
ner in  which  my  men  fought,  and  the  prompt- 
ness with  which,  when  forced  to  give  way, 
they  rallied  and  reorganized. 

The  following  is  a  report  -of  the  number  of 
killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  engagement 
before  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee  : 


KILLED. 

l 

WOUNDED 

MISSING. 

COMMANDS. 

0 

I 

I 

| 

j 

1 

I 

I 

2 

t 

1 

1 

1 

First  Brigade              . 

7 

59 

66 

16 

303 

319 

81 

81 

466 

Second  Brigade,     

4 

76 

80 

14 

225 

239 

2 

160 

162 

481 

Third  Brigade         .        .            .... 

6 

75 

81 

21 

307 

328 

2 

146 

148 

557 

Artillery,  

6 

6 

19 

19 

25 

Total,  

17 

216 

233 

52 

854 

906 

'    4 

387 

391 

1,530 

To  the  commanders  of  the  different  brigades, 
Colonels  Grider,  Price  and  Fyffe,  my  thanks  are 
due  for  the  gallantry  and  coolness  of  their  be- 
havior under  very  trying  circumstances.  Lieu- 
tenant Livingston,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin 
battery,  did  efficient  service,  and  performed  his 
duty  ably  and  handsomely.  Lieutenant  Smoch, 
Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  who  commanded  a 
detachment  of  couriers,  remained  constantly  on 
hand  near  me,  and  was  of  great  use. 

To  the  following  officers,  members  of  my  staff, 
I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  assistance,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  rendered :  Captain  E. 
A.  Otis,  Assistant  AdjutankGeneral ;  Captain  C. 
H.  Wood,  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Captain  William  Starling,  Topographical  Engi- 
neer, and  Lieutenants  T.  F.  Murdoch  and  H.  M. 
Williams,  Aids-de-Camp. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  BEATTY, 

Colonel,  commanding. 
CAPTAIN  J.  ST  CLAIR  MORTON'S  REPORT. 

The  foil  owing  is  a  full  abstract  of  the  official 
report  of  Captain  James  St.  Clair  Morton,  corps 
of  engineers,  commanding  brigade  of  pioneers  : 

The  pioneer  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland consists  of  three  battalions  of  infantry, 
selected  from  forty  different  regiments,  and  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  battery,  Captain  Stokes. 
Captain  Bridges,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois,  com- 
manded the  First  battalion ;  Captain  Hood,  of 
the  Eleventh  Michigan,  the  Second,  and  Cap- 


tain Clements,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  the  Third 
battalion. 

On  the  march  from  Nashville,  the  brigade 
constructed  two  bridges  over  Stewart's  Creek, 
between  the  hours  of  four  p.  M.  and  four  o'clock 
A.  M.,  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  of  December, 
arriving  at  the  battle-field  on  the  thirtieth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  of  Decem- 
ber, the  brigade  was  engaged  in  improving  the 
fords  of  Stone  River,  in  which  the  right  battal- 
ion sustained  the  fire  of  some  rebel  cavalry. 
Captain  (now  Brigadier-General)  Morton  was 
ordered,  soon  afterward,  to  take  position  in  line 
of  battle.  The  brigade  was  formed  by  order  of 
General  Rosecrans,  in  person,  fronting  toward 
the  right.  The  enemy  appeared  on  a  rise  of 
ground,  in  front,  from  which  they  had  driven 
one  of  our  batteries.  Stokes'  battery  immedi- 
ately opened  fire,  with  canister,  and  drove  them 
back.  Captain  Morton,  at  the  personal  order  of 
General  Rosecrans,  who,  with  his  staff  accom- 
panying him,  advanced  to  the  eminence  and 
held  it,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  rebel  bat- 
teries and  sharpshooters.  Stokes'  battery  was 
supported  by  the  First  battalion,  on  the  left, 
posted  in  a  thicket ;  the  Third  battalion  on  the 
right,  its  flank  protected  by  the  Second  battal- 
ion, posted  in  a  wood,  still  further  to  the  right. 

Shortly  after  the  line  was  formed  the  enemy 
appeared  across  the  field,  preparing  to  charge 
upon  one  of  our  retiring  detachments,  which  had 
been  rallied  by  the  commanding  General.  Stokes' 
battery  opened  upon  the  foe,  and  the  advance 
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of  the  enemy  was  speedily  arrested.  The  right 
battalion  was  attacked  soon  after,  the  enemy 
obviously  intending  to  penetrate  the  line  under 
cover  of  the  forest.  The  battalion  changed 
front  to  obtain  a  flanking  fire,  and  by  a  single 
volley  repulsed  the  enemy,  composed  of  the 
Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Texas  regiment.  The 
Seventy-ninth  Indiana  had  rallied  on  the  right 
of  the  battalion  in  the  meantime,  and  assisted 
in  the  success.  This  was  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant episodes  of  the  battle.  It  followed  quickly 
upon  the  charge  made  by  the  General  in  per- 
son, and  was  really  the  second  act  of  the  drama, 
which  changed  the  tide  of  battle. 

Toward  sunset  the  enemy  appeared  on  Mor- 
ton's left.  Two  sections  of  Stokes'  battery 
were  brought  to  the  left  of  the  First  battalion, 
and  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  which  had  attacked 
the  battalion  in  the  thicket,  was  bitterly  re- 
pulsed. Their  dead  were  left  within  fifty  paces 
of  Morton's  lines.  The  troops  behaved  admir- 
ably. 

The  pioneers  slept  on  their  arms  that  night. 
Early  New  Year's  morning,  the  enemy  again 
appeared  on  the  left,  apparently  to  advance 
through  a  gap  between  it  and  the  Murfreesboro 
turnpike.  Morton  immediately  changed  front 
and  occupied  the  gap.  A  hot  engagement 
ensued,  infantry  and  artillery  being  used  so 
effectively  that  the  enemy  could  not  push  be- 
yond the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  -they  were 
finally  driven  back  with  severe  loss.  The  posi- 
tion was  held  by  the  pioneers  until  after  night, 
fall,  when  they  were  relieved  and  formed  in 
reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  second  part  of 
the  pioneers  were  engaged  making  road-cross- 
ings over  the  railroad,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  severe  cannonade.  Stokes'  battery  returned 
the  fire,  and  the  battalions  advanced,  support- 
ing it  under  a  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell,  until 
the  rebel  battery  was  silenced,  when  the  pio- 
neers fell  back  to  their  position. 

In  the  afternoon,  when  Breckinridge  made  his 
attack  upon  Van  Cleve's  small  division,  which 
had  been  thrown  across  the  river  on  our  left, 
General  Rosecrans,  in  person,  ordered  the  pio- 
neers to  the  left  as  reinforcements.  Morton 
marched  his  command  at  double-quick,  and 
arrived  on  the  line  occupying  a  gap  in  it,  under 
the  firing  of  a  rebel  battery,  which  was  soon 
silenced  by  Stokes'  battery,  which  was  worked 
with  great  skill  and  vigor. 

General  Negley's  (Eighth)  division  was  al- 
ready tremendously  engaged.  The  enemy  had 
advanced  in  columns  of  brigades  six  deep  with- 
out intervals,  presenting  a  most  formidable  mass, 
and  threatening  to  carry  everything  before  them. 
Our  batteries  opened  in  magnificent  concert,  and 
the  most  obstinate  combat  of  the  whole  series 
of  engagements  was  culminating.  General  Neg- 
ley  now  requested  Morton  to  reinforce  him,  and 
the  pioneers  were  at  once  moved  up  at  a  double- 
quick  and  formed,  the  Third  battalion  in  second 
line  behind  the  division  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Jeff.  C.  Davis,  the  First  extending  beyond  it, 
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and  throwing  out  its  own  advance,  occupying 
the  space  between  it  and  the  river ;  Stokes'  bat- 
tery was  posted  on  a  knoll  between  the  First 
and  Second  battalions,  the  Second  being  in  sec 
ond  line  on  the  extreme  right.  The  fighting, 
meantime,  of  the  most  violent  description,  was 
growing  slack,  and  the  enemy,  finally  defeated, 
were  flying  back  to  Murfreesboro,  darkness  pre- 
venting pursuit. 

After  nightfall,  the  pioneers  recrossed  the 
river,  and  again  assumed  position  in  the  reserve, 
the  Second  battalion  being  detailed  to  dig  rifle- 
pits  in  the  front,  near  the  pike,  and  on  the 
extreme  right.  They  labored  all  night  in  the 
rain.  On  January  third,  the  Third  battalion 
relieved  the  First,  then  on  duty  in  the  trenches  ; 
on  the  fourth,  the  Second  and  Third  battalions 
began  the  construction  of  two  lunettes  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  First  battalion 
began  a  trestle  bridge  across  it ;  on  the  fifth  the 
work  continued,  and  the  Third  battalion,  with 
the  advance  of  the  army,  went  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows : 


BATTALIONS. 

OFFICERS. 

MEN. 

f 

Wounded. 

5 

Wounded 

First 

3 

4 
4 

4 
3 

5 
5 
10 
9 

12 
9 
14 
13 

Second 

Third  
Stokes'  Battery  

'i 

Total   

4 

15 

29 

48 

The  force  of  the  brigade  actually  engaged  was 
sixteen  hundred  men — ninety-five  in  Stokes' 
battery. 

Throughout  the  engagement  the  pioneers  be- 
haved nobly,  and  upon  requisition  worked  zeal- 
ously night  and  day,  although  insufficiently 
subsisted,  and  under  vicissitudes  of  inclement 
weather  and  rebel  fire. 

Captain  Morton  eulogized  the  conduct  of  the 
artillerymen  in  the  highest  manner.  They 
fought  under  the  eye  of  the  General,  and  won 
high  encomiums  from  him.  Captain  Morton,  in 
his  report,  says :  "  As  the  commanding  General 
was  everywhere  present  on  the  field  with  his 
staff,  he  cannot  but  have  remarked  the  good 
service  done  by  Captain  Stokes,  who  manifested 
the  greatest  zeal,  and  managed  his  battery  with 
the  utmost  decision  and  success." 

Captain  Morton  most  honorably  mentions  his 
Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Lambessen,  of  the  Nine 
teenth  Illinois;  his  Inspectors,  Lieutenants 
Clark,  of  the  Sixteenth  United  States  infantry. 
and  Murphy,  of  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  ;  his 
Aids,  Lieutenant  Reeve,  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Indiana,  and  Assistant  Engineer  PearsaU ;  "  all-  of 
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whom  exhibited  the  utmost  ardor  and  alacrity 
in  the  performance  of  their  duty." 

Captain  Hood,  Captain  Clements  and  Captain 
Bridges,  commanding  the  battalions,  are  highly 
extolled.  The  latter,  though  wounded  on  the 
thirty-first,  remained  in  command  of  his  bat- 
talion. 

CAPTAIN  MENDENHALL'S  REPORT. 
HEADQUARTERS  LEFT  WIXG,  January  10,  1863. 

Major  L.  Starling,  Chief  of  Staff : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
in  the  left  wing,  from  December  twenty-six, 
1862,  to  January  two,  1863.  This  army  marched 
from  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  twenty- 
sixth  ;  the  left  wing  marching  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike. 

December  26. 

About  three  P.  M.,  our  advance  was  brought 
to  a  stand-still,  near  Lavergne,  by  a  rebel  bat- 
tery. It  was  opposed  by  a  section  of  artillery 
serving  with  the  cavalry,  which  being  unable 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  our  advance  battery 
(Captain  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio)  was, 
after  a  little  delay,  put  in  position  and  opened 
fire,  soon  silencing  the  enemy. 

December  27. 

General  Hascall  took  the  advance  with  his 
brigade,  and  Lieutenant  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana 
battery.  They  marched  steadily  forward  till  the 
enemy  were  driven  across  Stewart's  Creek ;  the 
battery  halting  only  when  it  was  necessary  to 
fire ;  two  pieces  were  posted  near,  covering  the 
bridge. 

December  28. 

Some  artillery  was  so  disposed  as  to  check 
the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  destroy  or 
retake  the  bridge. 

December  29. 

Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H 
and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  being  in  a  commanding 
position,  threw  a  few  shells  about  nine  A.  M., 
driving  the  enemy's  picket  from  the  opposite 
woods.  Our  column  advanced  across  the  bridge 
at  ten  A.  M.,  meeting  with  little  resistance  till 
within  about  three  miles  of  Murfreesboro.  Our 
troops  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  as  they 
came  up,  the  artillery  remaining  with  their 
divisions. 

December  30. 

About  nine  A.  M.,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon 
Captain  Cox's  Tenth  Indiana  battery  (which  was 
between  the  pike  and  the  railroad,  and  in  front 
partially  covered  by  woods).  Captain  Bradley's 
Sixth  Ohio  battery  at  once  took  a  position  to 
the  left  of  the  woods,  and  in  a  corn  field.  The 
two  batteries  soon  silenced  that  of  the  enemy 
One  shot  killed  a  man  near  where  a  number  of 
general  and  staff  officers  were  standing,  anc 
another  passing  through  Battery  H,  Fourth  artil 
lery,  killing  one  man,  wounding  another,  besides 
disabling  a  horse. 


December  31. 

The  left  wing  started  to  cross  Stone  River, 
about  eight  A.  M.,  but  before  a  division  had 
crossed,  intelligence  was  received  that  the  right 
,vas  falling  back.    Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  which 
was  about  crossing,  was  ordered  to  counter- 
march and  move  at  double-quick  to  the  right. 
]ap tain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  battery  oper- 
ated for  a  time  with  this  brigade,  shelling  the 
ebel  cavalry  from  the  brick  hospital.     Colonel 
3eatty's  brigade,  having  recrossed  the  river, 
advanced  to  the  support  -of  the  right  wing  ;  but 
;he   Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  battery,  Lieu- 
;enant  Stevens  commanding,  being  unable  to 
•ollow  the  brigade  through  the  woods,  took  a 
position  near  the  pike,  and  received  the  enemy 
with  shot  and  shell  as  they  advanced  after  our 
retreating  columns,  and  I  think  did  his  part  in 
checking  them.  He  advanced  as  they  retreated, 
and  took  a  position  in  a  corn  field  on  the  right 
of  the  pike  near  the  three-mile  post,  and  again 
opened  upon  the  enemy.    The  position  of  this 
aattery  underwent  several  changes  during  the 
rest  of  the  day,  but  remained  in  the  same  im- 
mediate vicinity.   The  Third  Wisconsin  battery, 
laving  recrossed  the  river  with  the  brigade, 
took  a  position  commanding  the  ford,  and  about 
bwelve  M.    opened  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
while  attempting    to  drive  off   some   of    our 
wagons  which  had  crossed  the  river,  and  were 
near  a  hospital  we  had  established  on  the  other 
side,  driving  them  away  with  very  little  booty. 
The  batteries  of  General  Wood's  division  (Cox's 
Tenth  Indiana,  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana,  and  Brad- 
ley's  Sixth  Ohio,  all  under  command  of  Major 
Ptace,  of  the  First  Ohio  artillery)  fought  with  the 
brigades  with  which  they  were  serving.    I  had 
no  occasion  to  give  special  orders  to  them  during 
the  day.  The  batteries  of  General  Palmer's  divis- 
ion served  with  it  during  the  morning,  rendering 
good  service.     Captain  Standart's  battery  fell 
back  with  General  Cruft's  brigade,  and  was  not 
again  engaged  during  the  day.    Captain  Cock- 
erell,  during  the  afternoon,  was  ordered  to  the 
front,  taking  a  position  in  the  corn  field  on  the 
left  of  the  woods  where  the  enemy  were  mak- 
ing such  desperate  attempts  to  force  back  the 
left.      At    this    place,  Captain  Cockerell    was 
severely  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  the  command 
of  his  battery  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Os- 
burn.      Two  guns  of   this  battery  were  dis- 
abled from  their  own  firing,  the  axles  being  too 
weak.     One  of  the  limbers  of  this  battery  was 
blown  up  during  the  day.    Lieutenant  Parsons, 
commanding  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artil- 
lery, was  ordered  up  to  support  the  left,  about 
four  p.  M.,  and  took  a  position  near  the  railroad. 
After  he  had  expended  all  his  ammunition,  I 
sent  Captain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  battery 
to  replace  him.     These  batteries  did  much  to 
repel  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  with  the 
evident  determination  to  drive  us  back  at  all 
hazards  if  possible.    During  the  night  the  bat- 
teries were  re-supplied  with  ammunition,  and  I 
directed  them  to  take  positions,  as  follows,  be- 
fore daylight,  viz. :  Lieutenant  Livingston,  com- 
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manding  ford  on  the  extreme  left ;  Captain 
Swallow,  on  his  right,  near  the  railroad  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Stevens  also  near  the  railroad,  but  on  the 
left  of  Captain  Swallow.  The  batteries  of  the 
First  division  between  the  railroad  and  the 
pike.  Captain  Bradley  on  the  left,  Captain  Cox 
on  the  right,  and  Lieutenant  Estep  in  the  cen- 
tre. The  Second  division  batteries  near  the 
pike  in  reserve. 

During  the  morning,  Lieutenant  Livingston 
was  directed  to  cross  the  river  (he  was  assigned 
a  position  by  Colonel  Beatty),  and  Captain  Swal- 
low took  his  place  commanding  the  ford  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Parsons  was  ordered  to  a  position  on 
General  Rousseau's  front  by  General  Rosecrans, 
and  Captain  Cox  was  moved  across  the  pike 
near  Stokes'  battery,  to  support  the  right  of  his 
division,  which  had  moved  its  right  to  that 
point.  After  dark,  Captain  Standart  was  or- 
dered to  relieve  Stokes'  battery.  No  firing, 
except  now  and  then  a  shell  at  the  enemy's 
pickets,  during  the  day. 

January  2. 

Early  in  the  forenoon,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
first  upon  our  left,  which  was  not  responded  to, 
their  shot  and  shell  doing  no  harm.  They  were 
opened  more  furiously  upon  the  troops  and  bat- 
teries near  the  railroad  and  pike,. several  of  our 
batteries  replying  and  soon  silencing  them. 
When  the  enemy  had  nearly  ceased  firing, 
Stokes'  battery  opened  with  canister  upon  Cap- 
tain Bradley's  battery  and  Colonel  Barker's  bri- 
gade, wounding  several  men  and  horses. 

Captain  Standart,  with  three  pieces,  Captain 
Bradley's  and  Lieutenant  Estep 's  batteries,  re- 
tired a  short  distance  to  fit  up,  they  having 
received  more  or  less  injury  from  the  enemy. 
Captain  Bradley  fell  back  on  account  of  being 
fired  into  by  Captain  Stokes.  He  returned  to 
his  former  position,  after  a  little  while,  but  Cap- 
tain Standart  and  Lieutenant  Estep  remained  in 
reserve.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Parsons, 
with  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,. to  a 
position  on  the  ridge  to  the  right  of  Captain 
Swallow  (who  was  on  the  highest  point  ridge, 
covering  the  ford)  and  Lieutenant  Osburn,  Bat- 
tery F,  First  Ohio,  to  a  position  perhaps  a  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Parsons. 
During  the  afternoon  Colonel  Beatty  changed 
the  position  of  Lieutenant  Livingston  s  battery 
to  near  the  hospital  (across  the  river). 

About  four  P.  M.,  while  riding  along  the  pike 
with  General  Crittenden,  we  heard  heavy  firing 
of  artillery  and  musketry  on  the  left.  We  at 
once  rode  briskly  over,  and  arriving  upon  the 
hill  near  the  fords  saw  our  infantry  retiring  be- 
fore the  enemy.  The  General  asked  me  if  I 
could  not  do  something  to  relieve  Colonel  Beat- 
ty with  my  guns — Captain  Swallow  had  already 
opened  with  his  battery.  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Parsons  to  move  a  little  forward  with  his  guns ; 
then  rode  back  to  bring  up  Lieutenant  Estep 
with  his  Eighth  Indiana  battery  ;  meeting  Cap- 
tain Morton  with  his  brigade  of  pioneers,  he 
asked  for  advice,  and  I  told  him  to  move  briskl}' 


ibrward  with  his  brigade,  and  send  his  battery 
;o  the  crest  of  the  hill  near  the  batteries  en- 
gaged ;  the  Eighth  Indiana  battery  took  posi- 
;ion  to  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Parsons.  See- 
ing that  Lieutenant  Osburn  was  in  position  (be- 
;ween  Lieutenants  Parsons  and  Estep)  I  rode  to 
Lieutenant  Stevens'  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Datterj1-,  and  directed  him  to  change  front  to  fire 
;o  the  left,  and  open  fire  ;  and  then  to  Captain 
Standart's,  and  directed  him  to  move  to  the  left 
with  his  pieces,  and  take  position  covering  the 
ford.  I  found  that  Captain  Bradley  had  antici- 
3ated  my  wishes,  and  had  changed  front  to  fire 
;o  the  left,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  This 
battery  was  near  the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Liv- 
ingston's battery  (which  was  across  the  river) 
opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy  and  con- 
tinued to  fire  until  he  thought  he  could  no 
onger  maintain  his  position,  when  he  crossed 
over,  one  section  at  a  time,  and  opened  fire 
again.  The  firing  ceased  about  dark.  During 
this  terrible  encounter  of  little  more  than  an 
tiour  in  duration,  forty-three  pieces  of  artillery 
belonging  to  the  left  wing,  Captain  Stokes'  bat- 
tery of  six  guns,  and  the  batteries  of  General 
Negley's  division,  about  nine  guns,  making  a 
total  of  about  fifty-eight  pieces,  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  retired ;  our 
troops  following.  Three  batteries  of  the  left 
wing,  besides  those  of  General  Davis,  crossed 
the  river  in  pursuit.  During  this  engagement, 
Lieutenant  Parsons  had  one  of  his  howitzers 
dismounted  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  but  it 
was  almost  immediately  replaced  by  one  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  and  brought  over  by  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois. 

Captain  Cockerell  and  Lieutenant  Buckmar 
were  both  wounded  on  the  thirty-first.  The 
former  commanded  Battery  F,  First  Ohio,  and 
the  latter  belonged  to  the  Seventh  Indiana  bat- 
tery. Major  Race,  First  Ohio  artillery,  Chief  of 
Artillery  in  the  First  division,  and  the  several 
battery  commanders,  with  their  officers  and  men, 
all,  with  one  exception,  deserve  most  grateful 
mention  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  through- 
out the  battle.  Lieutenant  Parsons,  command- 
ing Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  artillery,  and  his 
officers,  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Huntington, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  courage  under  the 
hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire.  They  were  proba- 
bly under  closer  fire  and  more  of  it  than  any 
other  battery  in  the  left  wing,  and  perhaps  in 
the  army.  I  am  more  than  pleased  with  the 
way  they  behaved,  as  well  as  the  brave  men 
under  them.  Captain  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  bat- 
tery, deserves  particular  notice  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  his  battery.  The  one  excep- 
tion above  referred  to,  is  Lieutenant  Richard 
Jervis,  of  the  Eighth  Indiana,  who  is  repre- 
sented to  have  acted  in  a  very  cowardly  manner, 
by  retiring  a  section  of  the  battery  at  a  critical 
moment  without  orders,  or  notifying  his  battery 
commander. 

The  following  are  the  casualties,  etc.,  in  the 
several  batteries : 
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OFFICERS 

MEN. 

WOUNDED. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

2 

14 

6 

3 

13 

3 

F'  First  Ohio'  Captain  Cockerell                                      .... 

1 

2 

12 

1 

4 

7 

4 

2 

7 

6 

6 

1 

4 

Sixth  Ohio,  Captain  Bradley,  ;  

2 

2 

1 

Total 

2 

16 

69 

16 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


JOHN  MENDENHALL, 

Chief  of  Artillery. 


Doc.  43. 
OPERATIONS  IN  TENNESSEE  VALLEY. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  HAZEN'S  REPORT.* 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,     \ 
TWENTY -FIRST  ARMY  CORPS,  CHATTANOOGA,  Oct.  8, 1863.  j 

Lieutenant- Colonel  C.  Goddard,  A.  A.  General, 

Headquarters  Dept.  Cumb.: 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  at  Poe's  Tav- 
ern, September  third,  1863,  from  Headquarters 
of  the  Department,  I  assumed  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  the  Tennessee  Valley,  embracing 
Wagner's  and  my  own  brigade  of  infantry, 
Minty's  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  Wilder's  bri- 
gade of  mounted  infantry — in  all  between  six 
and  seven  thousand  men — with  orders  to  keep 
these  forces  well  in  hand,  to  closely  watch  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  at  all  the-  crossings  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  make  such  dispositions 
of  the  force  as  should  lead  the  enemy  to  believe 
that  the  valley  was  occupied  by  a  large  force, 
and  to  cross  ourselves  and  occupy  Chattanooga 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  forces  were  scattered  from  Kingston  to 
William's  Island,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles, 
watching  the  entire  line  of  the  river  for  this 
distance,  and  guarding  at  least  at  twenty  ferries 
and  fords. 

I  at  once  visited,  in  person,  the  entire  length 
of  the  line,  making  such  dispositions  as  I  thought 
best  for  carrying  out  the  design  of  the  com- 
mand, withdrawing  as  much  as  possible  the  left 
of  the  line,  and  giving  orders  for  the  construc- 
tion of  boats  in  the  North  Chickamauga,  to  be 
floated  down  and  used  for  crossing,  when  needed, 
at  the  rnouth  of  that  stream. 

Troops  were  made  to  appear  simultaneously 
at  three  or  four  different  crossings,  and,  by  in- 
geniously arranging  their  camp-fires  and  beating 
their  calls,  and  the  dexterous  use  of  artillery, 
were  made  to  .represent  a  division  of  troops 
at  each  place. 

*  See  Brown's  Ferry,  Georgia.       * 


The  object  desired  was  fully  obtained. 

I  also  placed  all  heavy  stores  on  Waldon's 
Ridge,  and,  as  the  enemy  threatened  to  cross 
his  cavalry  in  heavy  force,  made  preparations 
to  receive  him,  and,  failing  to  destroy  him,  to 
drive  him  up  the  valley  beyond  PikeviUe,  where 
he  could  be  met  by  General  Burnside. 

A  battery  and  two  regiments  of  infantry  were 
placed  opposite  Chattanooga,  and  the  enemy  at 
that  point  annoyed  and  two  of  his  boats  dis- 
abled. I  also  established  communication,  by 
signal,  between  all  the  crossings  near  me  and 
my  headquarters. 

On  the  second,  the  enemy  burned  the  London 
Bridge,  and  Buckner's  corps  commenced  moving 
slowly  down  the  river,  making  strong  demon- 
stration upon  its  banks,  as  if  to  cross,  at  several 
places.  They  moved  on  Tyner's  Station,  reach- 
ing that  point  on  the  sixth  and  seventh,  followed 
by  a  heavy  cavalry  force,  that  took  the  place  of 
the  infantry  on  the  river  as  they  were  relieved, 
and,  from  their  numbers,  Colonel  Minty  reported 
that  indication  made  it  pretty  certain  that  a 
crossing  was  about  to  be  attempted. 

At  the  same  time,  the  pontoon  bridge  of  the 
enemy  was  moored  at  Chattanooga,  as  if  to  cross 
over  troops  at  that  point. 

All  the  crossings  were  closely  watched,  and 
the  troops  held  in  readiness  for  any  movement. 
On  the  eighth,  the  river  was  cleared  of  all  rebel 
troops  above  Chickamauga,  and  I  directed  Minty 
to  cross  over  at  the  mouth  of  Sale  Creek,  recon- 
noitring the  country  well  in  his  front,  and  move 
cautiously  down  to  Harrison,  always  controlling 
one  of  the  fords  near  him,  so  as  to  cross  back  if 
it  should  be  found  necessary. 

Before  the  order  could  be  obeyed,  a  heavy 
cavalry  force  confronted  him  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  crossing  was  not  at- 
tempted. On  that  night,  however,  they  all  re- 
tired from  above  Frior's  Island,  and  at  eleven 
A.  M.,  on  the  ninth,  from  their  works  opposite 
that  island. 

The  city  of  Chattanooga  was  also  evacuated 
the  same  morning,  and  the  troops  of  General. 
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Wagner  crossed  over  and  occupied  the  city,  a 
portion  of  Wilder's  force  crossing  at  Frior's 
Island,  reconnoitring  thoroughly  the  country 
opposite  and  towards  Chattanooga. 

Colonel  Minty  was  at  once  ordered  down  to 
cross  arid  report  to  Colonel  Wilder,  while  all  the 
troops  riot  already  over  were,  on  the  night  of 
the  ninth,  concentrated  at  Frior's  Island,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  tenth  crossed  by  fording, 
which  was  accomplished  within  the  space  of  six 
hours,  without  loss  of  life  or  material. 

The  boats,  although  completed,  were  not  re- 
quired. I  found  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  an 
abundance  of  subsistence  for  my  troops,  and 
brought  out  of  it  seventy  beeves  for  the  army. 

The  casualties  in  all  these  operations  were, 
two  killed,  one  drowned,  and  five  or  six  wounded. 
Several  hundred  prisoners  and  deserters  were 
sent  to  the  rear. 

I  have  earnestly  to  commend  to  the  attention 
of  the  Government  the  services  of  Colonels 
Wilder  and  Minty,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gades. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Brigadier-General. 


Doc.  44. 

LETTER  FEOM  MAJOR-GENERAL  G.  B. 
McCLELLAN. 

THE  ATTACK  ON  MUNSON'S  HILL. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Colonel  H. 
L.  Scott,  explains  itself. 

GENEVA,  SWITZERLAND,  1 
Jan.  11, 1866  [7].      j 

COLONEL  :  I  received  last  evening  yours  of  the 
twenty  fourth  December,  informing  me  that  a 
friend  had  written  to  you  as  follows : 

"  When  we  meet,  I  -will  tell  you  of  the  gener- 
ally prevailing  prejudice  against  }^ou  in  New 
York  and  elsewhe-re,  growing  out  of  the  story 
that  General  McClellan  had'  in  some  way  inti- 
mated that  you  had  had  correspondence  with 
the  rebels  and  had  given  them  important  infor- 
mation, before  McClellan's  attack  on  Munson's 
Hill  (I  think  it  was),  not  far  from  Washing- 
ton." 

You  are  entirely  correct  in  believing  that  no 
intimation  from  me  led  to  the  foregoing  accusa- 
tion. I  am  ignorant  of  the  origin  of  the  story, 
but  I  know  that  no  word  or  thought  of  mine 
could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  it.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
repeating  to  you  what  I  have  always  said  when 
questioned  in  regard  to  this  story,  viz. :  that  I 
never  had  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  for  an 
instant  that  you  did,  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
or  any  other,  give  any  information  to  any  one 
concerning  the  movements  of  the  Government 
troops,  and  that  I  did  not  believe  you  knew  any 
thing  about  what  was  going  on  after  I  reached 
Washington,  in  July,  1861,  for  I  did  not  think 
you  were  in  Washington  at  all  from  the  period 


of  my  arrival  there  up   to   the   retirement  of 
General  Scott  from  active  service. 

I  always  regarded  this  story  as  simply  one  of 
the  many  slanders   which  were   so   abundant 
during  the  excitement  of  the  war. 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN. 
Col.  H.  L.  SCOTT. 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. 


Doc.  45. 
THE  DEFENCE  OF  CHARLESTON,  S.  C.* 

MESSAGE  OF  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

RICHMOND,  VA.  ,  Feb.  12,  1864. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering copies  of  several  additional  "  reports  of 
General  Beauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston."  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

LETTER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT,  1 
RICHMOND,  VA., February  10,  1864.     j 

To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

SIR  :  In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  calling  for  "  the  reports  of 
GeneralBeauregard,  connected  with  the  defence 
of  Charleston,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  pub- 
lished," I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  follow- 
ing, which  cover  all  the  periods  reported,  except 
those  embraced  in  such  reports  as  have  already 
been  transmitted  to  Congress : 

1.  Report  of  the  examination  of  Charleston 
harbor,  by  the  Spanish  consul,  after  attack  by 
Confederate  iron-clads : 

2.  Report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  of  April, 
1863,  between  the  abolition  iron-clads  and  the 
forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor. 

3.  Reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Ripley  and 
Taliaferro  of  operations  from  the  eighth  to  the 
twentieth  of  July,  1863,  inclusive. 

4.  Report  of  operations  from  the  first  to  the 
twentieth  August,  inclusive. 

5.  Report  of  operations  from  the  twenty-first 
to  the  thirty-first  August,  inclusive. 

6.  Reports  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris  Island. 

7.  Major  Elliott's  report  of  night  assault  on 
Fort  Sumter. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  CHARLESTON  HARBOR 
BY  THE  SPANISH  CONSUL,  AFTER  ATTACK  BY  CON 
FEDERATE  IRON-CLADS. 

SPANISH  CONSULATE,     > 
CHAREESTON,  February  1st,  1863.  j 

Mr.    Thomas   Jordan,  Brigadier-General   and 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Department  South  Car- 
olina, Georgia,  and  Florida : 
MY  DEAR  SIR  :  I  take  pleasure  in  replying  to 

*  See  Documents,  page  515.  Volume  6,  R.  R. 
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your  communication  of  the  thirty-first  of  Jan- 
uary last,  respecting  the  notification  of  the  rais- 
ing of  the  blockade  at  Charleston  by  the  naval 
force  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  should  inform  you,  that  I  remitted  a  copy  of 
the  same  communication  to  His  Excellency  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Washington.  I  thank 
you  for  your  kind  offer  in  placing  a  steamer  at 
my  disposal,  so  that  I  may  go  and  satisfy  myself 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  port.  Having  gone 
out  in  company  with  the  French  consul,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  point  where  the  Confederate  naval 
forces  were,  we  discovered  three  steamers  and 
a  pilot  boat  returning.  I  must  also  mention  that 
the  British  consul  at  this  port  manifested  to  me 
verbally,  that  some  time  subsequent  to  this 
naval  combat,  not  a  single  blockading  vessel 
was  in  sight. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  you 
my  sincere  respects. 

MUNQZ   DE   MONCADA, 

Spanish  Consul. 

GENERAL   BEAUKEGARD'S   REPORT    OF  THE  ACTION  OF 
7TH  OF  APRIL,  1863. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  1 
AND  FLORIDA,  CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  May  24, 1863.     j 

Genwal  S.    Cooper,  Adjutant   and    Inspector- 
General,  Richmond,  Va, : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  tfo  transmit  with 
this,  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley, 
commanding  the  First  military  district,  South  Car- 
olina, of  the  battle  of  the  seventh  ultimo,  together 
with  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers,  and 
of  Majors  D.  B.  Harris  and  W.  H.  Echols,  Pro- 
visional Engineer  corps. 

The  accumulation  of  the  enemy's  troops,  trans- 
ports, and  iron-clad  vessels  at  Port  Royal,  during 
the  months  of  February  and  March,  and  subse- 
quently, in  the  North  Edisto  and  Stono  Rivers, 
having  convinced  me  that  the  long  threatened 
attack  on  Charleston  was  immediately  impend- 
ing, every  possible  precaution  was  at  once  made 
for  the  exigency,  including  the  concentration,  at 
strategic  points  in  this  vicinity,  of  all  availa- 
ble troops,  for  the  defence  of  the  several  land 
approaches  to  the  position,  and  provisions  for 
the  further  and  rapid  concentration,  u£on  this, 
point,  of  forces  from  other  of  the  military  sub- 
divisioi  s  of  the  Department. 

On  the  fifth  of  the  month,  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads, of  the  monitor  class,  appeared,  and  an- 
chored off  the  bar,  which  they  crossed  on  the 
following  day,  accompanied  by  the  iron-mailed 
frigate  New  Ironsides,  bearing  the  Admiral's 
pennant.  On  the  seventh  of  April,  in  the  after- 
noon, the  enemy  moved  forward  to  the  attack, 
in  single  file — seven  single-turreted  monitors,  to 
wit :  Weeliawlcen,  Catslcill,  Montauk,  Nantuclcet, 
Passaic,  Nahant,  and  Patapsco,  the  Keokuk  with 
two  fixed  turrets,  and  the  New  Ironsides — the 
Weehawken  leading,  the  New  Ironsides  fifth  in 
the  order  of  battle.  By  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  the 
head  of  the  line  had  come  within  easy  range  of 
Forts  Sumtcr  arid  Moultrie,  and  Batteries  Beau- 
regard,  Bee,  and  Cummins'  Point,  and  Wagner  ; 


a  few  minutes  later  the  first  gun  was  fired  from 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  soon  the  engagement  became 
general. 

On  our  side,  seventy-six  guns  of  various  cali- 
bre, including  nine  mortars  and  fifteen  smooth 
bore  thirty-two-pounders,  were  brought  to  bear 
on  the  fleet,  which  carried  thirty-two  guns  of 
the  heaviest  calibres  ever  used  in  war,  to  wit : 
.Fifteen  and  eleven-inch  Dahlgren  guns,  and 
eight-inch  rifle  pieces.  The  Weehawken  in  ad- 
vance, provided  with  a  contrivance  for  catching 
and  exploding  torpedoes,  was  soon  compelled  to 
retire  before  the  iron  storm  it  encountered.  The 
New  Ironsides,  at  the  distance  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Fort  Sumter,  was  frequently 
struck,  and  was  next  forced  to  fall  back  out  of 
range,  evidently  injured.  The  Keokuk  having, 
meantime,  approached  to  about  nine  hundred 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  was  quickly  riddled,  her 

tuns  silenced,  and  she  was  withdrawn  from  the 
ght  vitally  crippled.  The  remaining  monitors, 
six  in  number,  with  twelve  guns,  maintained 
their  fire  until  twenty-five  minutes  after  five  p. 
M.,  when  they,  too,  retired  out  of  range  of  our 
batteries,  and  came  to  anchor,  four  of  them  Jiors 
de  combat,  and  one  of  them,  the  Passaic,  so  disa- 
bled as  to  make  it  necessary  to  send  her  under 
tow  at  once  to  Port  Royal. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  full  extent  of  the 
injury  done  to  the  Keokuk  was  shown,  as  she 
sunk  at  her  anchors  in  the  shallow  water  off 
Morris  Island.  Her  armament,  two  eleven-inch 
Dahlgren  guns,  two  United  States  flags,  two 
pennants  and  three  signal  flags,  have  since  been 
taken  from  her,  and  the  former  are  now  in  po- 
sition for  effective  service — substantial  trophies 
of  the  affair.  The  New  Ironsides  and  six  mon- 
itors remained  at  anchor  within  the  bar,  but  out 
of  effective  range  of  any  of  our  works,  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  twelfth  of  April — their  crews  and 
a  corps  of  mechanics  visibly  and  actively  em- 
ployed repairing  damages,  and  apparently  pre- 
paring to  renew  the  attack  ;  then  weighing  an- 
chor they  all  recrossed  the  bar,  the  New  Iron- 
sides to  resume  her  position  as  one  of  the  block- 
ading fleet,  and  the  monitors  (four  of  them  in 
tow)  to  return  to  Port  Royal. 

For  the  detail  of  this  conflict,  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  several  reports  herewith  submitted, 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  recapitulate  some  of 
the  salient  results.  * 

The  action  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty-five 
minutes,  but  the  chief  damage  is  reported  by 
the  enemy  to  have  been  done  in  thirty  minutes  ; 
the  Keokuk  did  not  come  nearer  than  nine  hun- 
dred yards  of  Fort  Sumter.  She  was  destroyed. 
The  New  Ironsides  could  not  stand  the  fire  at 
the  range  of  a  mile.  Four  of  her  consorts, 
monitors,  were  disabled  at  the  distance  of  not  less 
that  thirteen  hundred  yards.  They  had  only 
reached  the  gorge  of  the  harbor,  never  within  it, 
and  were  baffled  and  driven  back  before  reach- 
ing our  lines  of  torpedoes  and  obstructions, 
which  had  been  constructed  as  an  ultimate  de- 
fensive resort,  as  far  as  they  could  be  provided. 
!  The  heaviest  batteries  had  not  been  employed ; 
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therefore  it  may  be  accepted  as  shown,  that 
these  vaunted  monitor  batteries,  though  formi- 
dable engines  of  war,  after  all,  are  not  invulnera- 
ble or  invincible,  and  may  be  destroyed  or  de- 
feated by  heavy  ordnance,  properly  placed  and 
skilfully  handled  ;  in  reality  they  have  not  ma- 
terially altered  the  military  relations  of  forts 
and  ships. 

On  this  occasion  the  monitors  operated  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances.  The  'day 
was  calm;  and  the  water,  consequently,  was 
as  stable  as  of  a  river.  Their  guns  were  fired 
with  deliberation,  doubless  by  trained  artiller- 
ists. According  to  the  enemy's  statements,  the 
fleet  fired  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  shots,  eight 
of  which  were  ascribed  to  the  New  Ironsides, 
three  to  the  Keokuk,  and  but  nine  to  the  Pas- 
saic,  which  was  so  badly  damaged.  Not  more 
than  thirty-four  shots  took  effeqt  on  the  walls  of 
Fort  Sumter — a  broad  mark — which,  with  the 
number  of  discharges,  suggests  that  the  monitor 
arrangement,  as  yet,  is  not  convenient  for  accu- 
racy or  celerity  of  fire. 

Fort  Moultrie  and  other  batteries  were  not 
touched,  in  a  way  to  be  considered,  while  in  re- 
turn they  threw  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  shots.  At  the  same  time,  Fort 
Sumter  discharged  eight  hundred  and  ten  shots  ; 
making  the  total  number  of  shots  fired  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  nine,  of  which  the 
enemy  reports  that  five  hundred  and  twenty 
struck  the  different  vessels — a  most  satisfactory 
accuracy,  when  the  smallness  of  the  target  is 
considered.  This  precision  was  due  not  only  to 
the  discipline  and  practice  of  the  garrison  en- 
gaged, but  in  no  slight  degree  to  an  invention 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph  A.  Yates,  First 
regiment  South  Carolina  artillery,  which  had 
been  applied  to  many  of  our  best  guns,  and 
which  shall,  as  fast  as  possible,  be  arranged  for 
all  the  heavy  ordnance  in  the  department.  By 
this  felicitous  device,  our  guns  were  easily  held 
trained  upon  the  monitors,  although  the  latter 
were  constantly  in  movement,  and  this  with  but 
five  men  at  the  heaviest  pieces.  The  reports 
of  the  engineers  (herewith)  will  show  the  pre- 
cise extent  of  the  damage  inflicted  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter. It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  say,  that  at  the 
time  the  enemy  quit  these  waters,  the  work 
was  capable  of  resisting  as  formidable  an  attack 
as  the  one  it  had  just  foiled. 

For  the  casualties  of  the  day  (so  slight),  1 
must  refer  you  to  the  reports  herewith.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and 
men,  in  all  the  works  engaged,  for  their  spirit, 
gallantry,  and  discipline,  which,  indeed,  I  had  a 
right  to  expect,  from  the  high  soldierly  condi- 
tion into  which  these  garrisons  had  been 
brought  by  their  officers.  My  expectations 
were  fully  realized ;  and  the  country,  as  well  as 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  may  well  be  proud 
of  the  men  who  first  met  and  vanquished  the 
iron-mailed,  terribly  armed  armada,  so  confi- 
dently prepared,  and  sent  forth  by  the  enemy  to 
certain  and  easy  victory. 


To  the  professional  resources,  skill  as  an  ar- 
tillery officer,  intelligent  arid  indefatigable  zeal 
and  assiduity  of  Brigadier-General  Ripley,  com- 
manding the  First  military  district,  and  spe- 
cially charged  with  the  defence  of  the  harbor, 
much  is  due  for  the  completeness  of  the  de- 
fence, and  the  proud  results  of  the  seventh  of 
April.  He  was  ably  seconded  by  his  subordinate 
commanders,  whose  services  he  has  fitly  noticed 
in  his  own  report.  To  Colonel  A.  J.  Gonzales, 
Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Artillery,  and  Major  D. 
B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Major  W.  H. 
Echols,  Provisional  Engineer  corps,  and  their 
several  assistants,  I  return  my  thanks,  for 
valuable  services  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. 

I  have  also  to  record  my  obligations  to  the 
Honorable  William  Porcher  Miles,  representa- 
tive in  Congress,  for  constantly  exerted  ser- 
vices, in  securing  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
so  many  of  the  heaviest  guns  wielded  so  effect- 
ually. 

The  Confederate  States  iron-clad  ships,  Pal- 
metto State  and  Chicora,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  J.  R.  Tucker,  C.  S.  N.,  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  advanced  to  the  attack,  took  their  posi- 
tions (previously  arranged),  ready  to  perform 
their  part  in  the  conflict,  at  the  opportune  mo- 
ment. 

On  the  day  after  the  combat,  Flag  Officer 
Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  arrived  here  from  North  Caro- 
lina, with  an  effective  detachment  of  sailor  ar- 
tillerists, to  tender  service  in  any  battery.  He 
was  assigned  to  a  most  responsible  position — 
Cummins'  Point  battery — but  was  in  three  days 
thereafter  recalled  by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  flags  and  trophies  sent  herewith  were 
taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  by  Lieu- 
tenant W.  T.  Glassell,  C.  S.  N.  The  more 
material  trophies,  two  eleven-inch  Dahlgren 
pieces,  now  in  battery,  were  recovered,  under 
the  supervision  of  General  Ripley,  by  the 
mechanical  resources  and  energy  of  Mr.  Adol- 
phus  Lacoste,  employee  of  the  district  ordnance 
department,  assisted  by  parties  from  the  garri- 
son of  Fort  Sumter,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant S.  C.  Boyleston,  and  Lieutenants  J.  M. 
Rhett  and  K.  Kemper,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery. 

The  enemy's  land  forces,  collected  in  con- 
siderable strength  on  Seabrook  Island,  and  in 
the  transports  in  North  Edisto  River,  and  on 
Folly,  Coles,  and  other  islands  about  the  mouth 
of  the  Stono  River  inlet,  made  no  attempt  to 
co-operate  actively  with  the  naval  attack. 

la  conclusion,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  give,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  best, 
the  easiest  way  to  render  Fort  Sumter  impreg- 
nable would  be  to  arm,  conformably  to  its 
original  plan,  both  tiers  of  casemates  and  the 
barbette,  with  the  heaviest  guns,  rifled  or 
smooth-bore,  that  can  be  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 

Geuera],  commanding. 


520 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY'S  REPORT  OF  ACTION 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  1863,  BETWEEN  THE  ABOLITION 
IRON -GLADS  AND  THE  FORTS  AND  BATTERIES  IN 
CHARLESTON  HARBOR. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,") 

DEPARTMENT  OF  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA.,    }- 

CHARLESTON,  April  13, 1863.        ) 

Brigadier  -  General  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of 
Staff,  Dep't  of  8.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla. : 
GENERAL  :  Upon  the  first  instant  the  increase 
of  the  enemy's  force  in  the  Stono,  and  informa- 
tion from  North  Edisto,  gave  warning  that  the 
long  threatened  combined  movement  upon 
Charleston  was  about  to  take  place.  Brigadier- 
General  S.  R.  Gist,  commanding  First  subdi- 
vision of  this  district,  James  Island  and  St. 
Andrews,  took  prompt  measures  for  the  obser- 
vation and  repulse  of  any  attack  in  that  direc- 
tion. Colonel  R.  T.  Graham,  commanding  Third 
subdivision,  occupied  the  shore  of  Morris  Island 
on  Light  House  inlet,  to  control  the  passage 
from  Folly  Island,  and  a  strict  watch  has  been 
kept  up  to  the  present  time  on  the  land  move- 
ments of  the  enemy. 

On  the  fifth,  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists, consisting  of  seven  monitors  and  one 
double- turreted  vessel,  hove  in  sight  from  Fort 
Sumter,  and  came  to  anchor  outside,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Ironsides  frigate,  then  a  part  of 
the  blockading  squadron.  The  sixth  was  appa- 
rently spent  by  the  enemy  in  preparation,  and 
by  our  artillerists  ill  verifying  the  condition  of 
their  material.  On  the  morning  of  the  seventh, 
the  enemy  was  inside  the  bar  with  all  his  iron- 
clads, including  the  frigate,  but  from  his 
proximity  to  the  shoals  aud  the  haze  of  the 
atmosphere,  his  position  could  not  be  deter- 
mined. 

The  various  works  of  preparation  were  pro- 
gressed with,  both  on  the  exterior  and  interior 
line  of  defence,  until  about  two  o'clock  p.  M., 
when  the  enemy  steamed  directly  up  the  channel, 
the  Weehawken,  with  a  false  prow  for  remov- 
ing torpedoes  attached,  leading,  followed  by 
three  monitors,  the  Ironsides,  flagship ;  three 
other  monitors;  the  Keokuk,  double-turret, 
bringing  up  the  rear. 

At  each  fort  and  battery,  officers  and  men 
made  preparation  for  immediate  action,  while 
the  enemy  came  slowly  and  steadily  on.  At 
three  o'clock  Fort  Moultrie  opened  fire.  At 
five  minutes  past  three,  the  leading  vessel,  hav- 
ing arrived  at  fourteen  hundred  yards  off  Fort 
Sumter,  opened  upon  it  with  two  guns.  The 
eastern  battery  of  Fort  Sumter  replied.  Batteries 
Bee,  Beauregard,  Wagner,  and  at  Cummins' 
Point,  opened  about  this  time,  and  the  action 
became  general,  the  four  leading  monitors  clos- 
ing up  on  the  Weehawken,  and  taking  position 
at  an  average  distance  from  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards.  In 
accordance  with  instructions,  the  fire  from  the 
different  points  was  concentrated  upon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  the  effect  was  soon  appar- 
ent from  the  withdrawal  of  the  leading  monitor 
from  action,  her  false  prow  having  been  detached 
and  she  otherwise  apparently  injured. 


The  remaining  monitors,  in  advance  of  the 
flag-ship,  held  their  position,  directing  their  fire 
principally  at  Fort  Sumter,  but  giving  occasional 
shots  at  Fort  Moultrie  (of  which  the  flag-staff 
was  shot  away),  Batteries  Beauregard  and  Bee. 
The  Ironsides,  meantime,  opened  fire  and  drew 
the  attention  of  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumter,  and 
the  Cummins'  Point  battery.  A  few  heavy  and 
concentrated  discharges  caused  her  to  withdraw 
out  of  range,  where  she  was  soon  followed  by 
two  other  monitors. 

At  five  minutes  past  four,  the  Keokuk  left  her 
consorts  and  came  to  the  front,  approaching  to 
within  nine  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Sumter, 
twelve  hundred  from  Battery  Bee,  and  one 
thousand  of  Fort  Moultrie.  Her  advance  was 
characterized  by  more  boldness  than  had  hith- 
erto been  shown  by  any  of  the  enemy's  fleet ; 
but,  receiving  full  attention  from  the  powerful 
batteries  opposed  to  her,  the  effect  was  soon  ap- 
parent. The  ten-inch  shot  and  seven-inch  rifle 
bolts  crashed  through  her  armor,  her  hull  and 
turrets  were  riddled  and  stove  in,  her  boats 
were  shot  away,  and  in  less  than  forty  minutes 
she  retired  with  such  speed  as  her  disabled  con- 
dition would  permit.  The  remaining  monitors 
kept  their  position  for  a  time  ;  but  soon,  one  by 
one,  dropped  down  the  channel  and  came  to 
anchor  out  of  range,  after  an  action  of  two  hours 
and  twenty-five  minutes,  at  ranges  varying  from 
nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  yards. 

The  full  effect  of  our  batteries  upon  the  enemy 
could  not  be  precisely  ascertained,  and  as  our 
strength  had  not  been  entirely  put  forth,  it  was 
believed  that  the  action  would  soon  be  renewed. 
The  monitor  which  had  led  into  the  action,  how- 
ever, proceeded  south,  outside  of  the  bar,  on  the 
same  evening. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  affair,  I  was 
proceeding  in  a  boat  to  Battery  Bee,  and  watched 
the  progress  of  the  cannonade  from  that  point. 
The  guns  were  worked  with  as  much  precision 
as  the  range  would  admit.  There  were  no 
damages  or  casualties.  Visiting  Fort  Moultrie, 
the  damaged  flag-staff  was  being  replaced,  and 
everything  prepared  for  the  renewal  of  the  fire, 
should  the  enemy  approach  again.  One  man  had 
been  mortally  wounded  by  the  falling  of  the  staff. 
Crossing  the  channel  to  Fort  Sumter,  the  effect 
of  impact  of  the  heavy  shot  sent  by  the  enemy 
against  the  fort  which  they  are  so  anxious  to  re- 
possess, greater  in ,  calibre  and  supposed  de- 
structive force  than  any  other  hitherto  used  in 
war,  was  found  to  have  been  much  less  than  had 
been  anticipated. 

Five  men  had  been  injured  by  splinters  from 
the  traverse,  one  eight-inch  columbiad  had  ex- 
ploded, one  ten-inch  carriage  had  its  rear  transom 
shot  away,  and  one  rifled  forty-two-pounder  had 
been  temporarily  disabled  from  the  effect  of  re- 
coil upon  defective  carriages.  The  garrison  was 
immediately  set  to  work  to  repair  damages,  and, 
the  strength  of  the  enemy's  projectiles  having 
been  ascertained,  to  guard  such  points  as  might 
be  exposed  to  their  effect,  should  the  attack  be 
renewed.  Cummins'  Point  battery  and  Battery 
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Wagner  were  uninjured  except  from  the  acci- 
dental explosion  of  an  ammunition  chest  in  Bat- 
tery Wagner. 

During  the  night  of  the  seventh,  stores  were 
replenished,  threatened  points  upon  land  rein- 
forced, working  parties  from  the  Forty-sixth 
Georgia  regiment  brought  to  Fort  Surnter,  and 
the  renewal  of  the  struggle  in  the  morning 
awaited  with  confidence. 

When  day  dawned,  on  the  morning  of  the 
eighth,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  discovered  in  the 
same  position  as  noticed  on  the  previous  eve- 
ning. About  nine  o'clock,  the  Keokuk,  which 
had  been  evidently  the  most  damaged  in  the 
action,  went  down  about  three  and  one-half  miles 
from  Fort  Sumter  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Morris  Island.  The  remainder  of  the  fleet 
were  repairing  damages.  Preparations  for  re- 
pulsing a  renewed  attack  were  progressed  with 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
manding General,  who  visited  Fort  Sumter  on 
that  day.  A  detachment  of  seamen,  under  Flag- 
Officer  W.  F.  Lynch,  arrived  from  Wilmington, 
and,  on  the  ninth,  temporarily  relieved  the  artil- 
lerists in  charge  of  the  Cummins'  Point  battery. 
The  operations  of  the  enemy's  fleet  consisted 
only  in  supply  and  repair.  Toward  evening  of 
the  ninth,  a  raft,  apparently  for  removing  torpe- 
does or  obstructions,  was  towed  inside  of  the 
bar.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  during 
the  tenth. 

During  the  night  of  the  tenth,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dargan,  of  Colonel  Graham's  command, 
crossed  Light-House  Inlet,  drove  back  the  ene- 
my's pickets  with  loss,  and  returned  with  one 
prisoner. 

On  the  eleventh  there  were  indications  that 
the  attacking  fleet  was  about  to  withdraw  ;  and 
on  the  twelfth,  at  high  water,  the  Ironsides 
crossed  the  bar  and  took  up  her  position  with 
the  blockading  fleet ;  and  the  monitors  steamed 
and  were  towed  to  the  southward,  leaving  only 
the  sunken  Keokuk  as  a  monument  of  their  at- 
tack and  discomfiture. 

In  this,  the  first  trial  of  the  abolition  iron  fleet 
against  brick  fortifications,  and  their  first  attempt 
to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  which  they 
vrere  beaten-  before  their  adversaries  thought 
the  action  had  well  commenced,  they  were  op- 
posed by  seventy-six  pieces  in  ah1,  including 
mortars.  Thirty-seven  of  these,  exclusive  of 
mortars,  were  above  the.  calibre  of  thirty-two- 
pounders.  The  expenditure  of  shot  against  the 
fleet  was  twenty-two  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
projectiles,  of  which  over  sixteen  hundred  were 
over  the  calibre  of  thirty-two-pounders.  The 
guns  which  the  enemy  brought  to  bear,  were,  if 
their  own  account  is  to  believed,  thirty  in  num- 
ber, including  eight-inch  rifled,  eleven  and  fifteen- 
inch  guns,  wiiich  would  make  their  weight  of 
metal,  at  one  discharge,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
to  that  thrown  by  the  batteries. 

During  the  action,  Brigadier-General  Trapier, 
commanding  Second  subdivision  of  this  district, 
was  present  at  FortMoultrie  ;  Brigadier-General 
Gist,  commanding  First  subdivision,  at  Fort 


Johnson;  Colonel  R.  F.  Graham,  commanding 
Third  subdivision,  on  Morris  Island,  and  Colonel 
L.  M.  Keitt,  commanding  Sullivan's  Island,  at  Bat- 
tery Bee,  attending  to  their  duties  and  awaiting 
the  development  of  the  attack.  The  action,  how- 
ever, was  purely  of  artillery — forts  and  batteries 
against  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  the  enemy ;  other 
means  of  defence,  obstructions  and  torpedoes, 
not  having  come  into  play.  Fort  Sumter  was 
the  principal  object  of  the  enemy's  attack,  and 
to  that  garrison,  under  its  gallant  commander, 
Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  ably  seconded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J.  A.  Yates  and  Major  Ormsby  Blan- 
ding,  and  all  the  officers  and  men,  special  credit 
is  due  for  sustaining  the  shock,  and,  with  their 
powerful  armament,  contributing  principally  to 
the  repulse.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
under  Colonel  William  Butler,  seconded  by  Ma- 
jor Baker  and  the  other  officers  and  soldiers, 
upheld  the  historic  reputation  of  that  fort,  and 
contributed  their  full  share  to  the  result.  The 
powerful  batteries  of  Battery  Bee  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  and 
were  served  with  great  effect.  Battery  Wagner, 
under  Major  C.  K.  Huger  ;  Cummins'  Point  bat- 
tery, under  Lieutenant  Lesesne,  and  Battery 
Beauregard,  under  Captain  Sitgreaves,  ah1  did 
their  part  according  to  their  armament.  Indeed, 
from  the  reports  of  the  commanders,  it  is  hard 
to  make  any  distinction  where  ah1  did  their  duty 
with  devotion  and  zeal.  Those  cases  which 
have  been  ascertained  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  subordinate  commanders.  The 
steady  preparation  for  receiving  a  renewed  at- 
tack by  the  officers,  and  the  good  conduct  and 
discipline  of  the  troops,  especially  in  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Sumter,  where  the  labor  was  neces- 
sarily great,  have  been  quite  as  creditable  as 
their  conduct  under  fire.  While  service  in  im- 
mediate action  is  that  which  is  most  conspicu- 
ous after  such  a  result  has  been  accomplished, 
the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  that  long,  patient, 
and  laborious  preparation,  by  which  our  works, 
never  originally  intended  to  withstand  such  an 
attack  as  has  been  encountered,  have  been  so 
re-secured  as  to  enable  our  gallant  and  well-in- 
structed officers  and  men  to*  obtain  their  end 
with  comparatively  small  loss.  In  that  prepa- 
ration, the  late  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  M. 
Wagner  contributed  much  on  both  sides  of  the 
channel,  and  Colonel  Rhett,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yates,  Major  Blanding,  and  other  officers  of 
Fort  Sumter,  have  been  more  or  less  engaged 
since  the  fort  fell  into  our  hands,  two  years 
since.  Colonel  Butler,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sim- 
kins,  and  other  officers  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  have  been,  for  more  than  a  year,  en- 
gaged at  the  works  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Be- 
sides these,  various  officers  of  engineers  and 
other  branches  of  the  department  staff,  known 
to  the  commanding  General,  have  been,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  principal  contributors  in  the  work  ; 
and  although,  in  the  limits  of  this  report,  it  is 
impossible  to  mention  all  to  whom  credit  is  due, 
it  is  well  that  works  like  these,  without  winch, 
in  such  emergencies,  personal  gallantry  avails 
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naught,  should  be  appreciated.  During  the 
seven  days,  while  the  presence  of  the  fleet 
threatened  action,  Captain  Wm.  F.  Nance,  prin- 
cipal Assistant  Adjutant-General  on  the  district 
staff,  performed  his  difficult  duties  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  command  of  • thousand 

men  in  a  prompt,  judicious,  and  efficient  manner. 
He  was  assisted  by  Lieutenants  H.  H.  Rogers 
and  W.  H.  Wagner,  A.  D.  C.  Captain  F.  B. 
Dubarry,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  was  espe- 
cially active  and  energetic  in  the  supply  of  am- 
munition and  material  for  the  batteries.  He 
was  assisted  by  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Pinckney. 
Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A.  G. ;  Colonel  Edward 
Manigault,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  St.  Clair  Dear- 
ing,  volunteers  upon  the  staff,  were  present 
during  the  action  at  Fort  Sumter.  Captain  E. 
M.  Seabrook,  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Schmerle,-  Enrolling  Officer  and  acting 
Aid-de-Camp,  were  generally  with  me  during 
the  active  period,  and  all  were  energetic  and 
prompt  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  required 
of  them.  Captain  John  S.  Ryan  acted  on  my 
immediate  staff.  To  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  and 
Norman  W.  Smith,  Post  and  District  Quarter- 
masters, and  Captain  McClenahan,  A.  C.  S.,  many 
thanks  should  be  rendered.  The  duties  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  were  excessively 


Jaborious  on  account  of  the  limited  means  of 
transportation,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that,  with  such  means,  they  were  so  well 
performed. 

The  reports  of  engineer  officers  will  inform 
tha  commanding  General  of  the  condition  of  the 
various  works,  as  well  as  of  the  acts  of  officers 
in  that  branch  of  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  sketch 
of  the  position  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  a  quarter 
past  four  o'clock  p.  M.  on  the  seventh,  a  return 
of  the  guns  engaged,  a  return  of  ammunition  ex- 
pended, a  numerical  return  of  casualties,  and 
the  reports  of  different  commanders.  To  the 
last  I  beg  respectfully  to  refer  for  such  informa- 
tion as  is  not  included  in  this  report. 

I  have  also  to  transmit  herewith  two  abolition 
ensigns  obtained  from  the  Keokuk,  as  she  lies 
off  Morris  Island  beach,  by  Lieutenant  plassell, 
C.  S.  N.,  one  of  which  is  evidently  the  ensign 
under  which  she  fought  and  was  worsted.  None 
of  the  iron-clads  flew  large  flags,  the  object  hav- 
ing doubtless  been  to  avoid  presenting  a  mark 
to  our  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Return  of  Guns  and  Mortars  at  Forts  and  Batteries  in  Charleston  Harbor,  engaged  with  the 
Abolition  Iron-dads,  April  seventh,  1863 : 


FORT  OR  BATTERY. 

10-inch  Columbiad. 

1 
1 

S 

d 

1 

t- 

8-inch  Columbiad. 

42-pounder,  rifled. 

32-pounder,  rifled. 

32-pounder,  smooth. 

10-inch  Mortars. 

Grand  Total. 

4 

2 

2 

8 

7 

1 

13 

1 

Fort  Moultrie  ...            ..             

9 

5 

5 

2 



Battery  Bee  

5 

1 

Battery  Beauregard  
Battery  at  Cummins'  Point  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  

10 

3 

2 

19 

7 

3 

18- 

9 

76 

Return  of  Casualties  in  action : 


I 

FORT  OR  BATTERY. 

Killed. 

WOUNDED. 

Grand  Total. 

REMARKS. 

Mortally. 

Dangerously. 

Severely. 

53 

1 

4 



Splinters  from  traverse. 
Fall  of  flagstaff. 
Explosion  of  ammunition  chest. 

Fort  Moultrie 

1 

Batterv  Wagner  

3 

2 

3 



3 

1 



3 

7 

14 
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Return  of  Ammunition  expended  in  action  April  seventh,  1863 : 


BATTERY  OB  FORT. 

SHOT,  ROUND. 

SHELL, 
ROUND. 

SHOT,  RIFLE. 

BOLTS, 

KlFLE. 

TUBES. 

POW- 
DER. 

10-inch  Columbiad. 

8-inch  Columbiad. 

9-inch  Dahlgren. 

32-pounder. 

10-inch  Mortar. 

8-inch  Columbiad, 
Incendiary. 

7-inch  Brooke. 

1 
1 

• 

32-pounder. 

32-pounder,  shell. 

1 
1 

Friction  Tubes. 

Pounds  of  Cannon 
Powder  used. 

Fort  Surnter  
Fort  Moultrie  
Battery  Bee  

Battery  Wagner 

120 
225 

270 
339 
58 

54 

100 
243 

40 
51 

5 

86 

140 

21 

22 

38 

192 

1,047 
1,200 
350 
27 
157 
73 
2 

7,620 
7,375 
3,940 
132 
1,155 
860 
11 

Battery  Beauregard  
Battery  at  Cummins'  Point  
Fort  Johnson  

40 

64 

26 

2 

45 

7 

41 

Total        

385 

731 

80 

343 

93 

5 

86 

140 

88 

45 

233 

2.856 

21,093 

Exhibit  of  number  of  Rounds  fired  by  the  Enemy 
on  seventh  of  April,  and  number  of  Shot  re- 
ceived by  each  Iron-clad,  copied  from  United 
States  Journals : 

Rounds. 

New  Ironsides  fired 8 

Catskiil  fired 25 

Keokuk  fired 3 

Montauk  fired 26 

Nantucket  fired 15 

Passaic  fired • 9 

Nahant  fired 24 

Weehawkeil  fired 26 

Patapsco  fired 18 

Total . .  .  .154 


New  Ironsides  received  of  shots 

Keokuk 

Weebawken  " 

Montauk  " 

Passaic  "  ', 

Nantucket  "  " 

Catskiil 

Patapsco  "  " 

Nahant  "  " 


Total 


65 

90 

60 

"     . . . . 20 

',     58 

"     51 

"     .51 

«     45 

"     80 
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THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  ALFRED  RHFTT  OF  ENGAGEMENT 
OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  BETWEEN  YANKEE  IRON- 
CLADS AND  FORT  SUMTER,  &c. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  SOUTH  CAROLINA  ARTILLERY,  1 
FORT  SUMTER,  April  13, 1863.         j 

CaptainWilliam  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  G.,  First  Mili- 
tary District,  South  Carolina  : 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  abolition  iron-clad  fleet,  consisting  of  :!:<• 
frigate  New  Ironsides  and  eight  monitors,  ap- 
peared in  sight  on  Sunday  morning,  April  fifth, 


instant ;  crossed  the  bar  the  same  evening,  and 
anchored  in  the  main  ship  channel. 

At  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  April  seventh,  instant, 
the  whole  iron-clad  fleet  advanced  to  the  attack 
in  the  following  order,  viz. ;  four  monitors  were 
in  the  advance,  led  by  the  Passaic  ;  the  Iron- 
sides came  next,  followed  by  three  other  single 
turreted  monitors,  and  the  Keokuk,  a  double- 
turreted  monitor,  bringing  up  the  rear. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  two  p.  M.,  the  long  roll 
was  beaten,  and  every  disposition  made  for 
action. 

At  fifty-five  minutes  past  two  p.  M.,  the  garri- 
son, regimental  and  Palmetto  flags  were  hoisted, 
and  saluted  by  thirteen  guns,  the  band  playing 
the  national  airs. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  action  was  opened 
by  a  shot  from  Fort  Moultrie.  At  three  minutes 
past  three  p.  M.,  the  leading  vessel  having  ap- 
proached to  within  about  fourteen  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  she  fired  two  shots  simultane- 
ously, one,  a  fifteen-inch  shrapnel,  which  burst ; 
both  passed  over  the  fort.  The  batteries  were 
opened  upon  her  two  minutes  later,  the  firing* 
being  by  battery.  The  action  now  became 
general,  and  the  four  leading  monitors  taking 
position  from  thirteen  hundred  to  fourteen 
hundred  yards  distant,  the  fire  was  changed 
from  fire  by  battery  to  fire  by  piece,  as  being 
more  accurate.  The  fire  by  battery  was  again 
resumed  as  occasion  offered.  The  Ironsides  did 
not  approach  nearer  than  seventeen  hundred 
yards.  The  whole  fire  of  the  batteries  engaged 
was  concentrated  on  the  Passaiu  for  thirty 
minutes,  when  she  withdrew  from  the  engage- 
ment, apparently  injured.  The  other  ships, 
each  in  turn,  received  our  attention.  The 
fire  of  both  Fort  Moultrie  and  this  fort  being 
now  directed  against  the  Ironsides,  she  imme- 
diately withdrew  out  of  effective  range.  The 
other  turretted  monitors  came  under  our  fire 
in  like  manner  as  the  preceding,  slowly  passing 
in  front  of  the  fort  in  an  ellipse ;  one  only, 
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the  last,  approaching  to  about  one  thousand 
yards. 

At  five  minutes  past  four  P.  M.,  the  Keokuk 
left  her  consorts  and  advanced,  bow  on,  gallantly 
to  within  nine  hundred  yards  of  our  batteries. 
She  received  our  undivided  attention,  and  the 
effect  of  our  fire  was  soon  apparent.  The 
wrought-iron  bolts  from  a  seven-inch  Brooke 
gun  were  plainly  seen  to  penetrate  her  turret 
and  hull,  and  she  retired  in  forty  minutes, 
riddled,  and  apparently  almost  disabled. 

At  twenty-five  minutes  past  five  p.  M.,the  whole 
fleet  withdrew.  The  iron-clads  had  been  under 
our  fire  for  two  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 
The  Keokuk  has  sunk,  one  monitor  was  towed 
south  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  April, 
instant ;  several  were  apparently  injured  ;  and 
the  fact  has  been  demonstrated,  that  iron-clads 
of  the  monitor  class  are  not  invulnerable. 

The  enemy's  fire  was  mostly  ricochet  and  not 
very  accurate  ;  most  of  their  shot  passed  over 
the  fort,  and  several  to  the  right  and  left.  The 
greater  portion  of  their  shots  were  from  thirteen 
to  fourteen  hundred  yards  distant,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  the  extent  of  their  effective  range ; 
some  shots  were  from  a  greater  distance,  and 
did  not  reach  the  fort  at  all. 

For  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  fort,  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  the  report 
of  Engineer. 

One  eight-inch  columbiad,  old  pattern,  cham- 
bered gun,  exploded.  This  gun  was  being  fired 
at  about  one  degree  elevation,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  its  bursting  was  caused  by  the  shot 
rolling  forward,  when  the  gun  was  run-  into 
battery.  In  firing  at  low  degrees  of  elevation  ; 
and  at  depression,  sabot  shot  should  be  used. 

One  forty-two-pounder  rifled  gun  was  dis- 
mounted by  recoil,  and  temporarily  disabled. 

One  ten-inch  columbiad  was  disabled,  by  hav- 
ing the  rear  transom  of  its  carriage  shot  away. 
Both  guns  were  again  ready  for  action  in  a  few 
hours. 

The  garrison  flag  received  a  shot  through  the 
Union.  The  regimental  flag  was  much  torn  by 
fragments  of  shell. 

•  The  garrison,  consisting  of  seven  companies, 
First  South  Carolina  artillery,  was  disposed  of 
as  follows,  viz : 

First — Captain  D.  G.  Fleming,  with  Company 
B,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  east  para- 
pet battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  F.  D.  Bake 
and  Iredell  Jones ;  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Rhett, 
Company  A,  although  on  sick  report,  was 
assigned  temporarily  to  Company  B. 

Second^- Captain  F.  H.  Harleston,  with  Com- 
pany D,  seventy-four  men,  in  command  of  north- 
east parapet  battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants 
McMillan,  King  and  W.  S.  Simkins. 

Third— Captain  J.  C.  King,  with  Company  F, 
in  command  of  north-west  parapet  battery, 
assisted  by  Lieutenants  A.  S.  Gilliard,  John 
Middleton,  and  W.  H.  Johnson. 

Fourth— Captain  J.  C.  Mitchell,  with  Company 
I,  seventy-eight  men,  in  command  of  west  para- 
pet battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Bee. 


Fifth — Captain  J.  R.  Macbeth,  with  Company 
E,  seventy-seven  men,  in  command  of  mortar 
battery  and  east  casemate  battery,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  J.  J.  Alston. 

Sixth — Captain  W.  H.  Peronneau,  with  Com- 
pany G,  seventy-seven  men,  in  command  of 
north-east  casemate  battery,  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant E.  S.  Ficklin. 

Seventh— Captain  C.  W.  Parker,  with  detach- 
ment Company  C,  fifty-five  men,  and  detachment 
Company  E,  in  command  of  north-west  casemate 
battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  G.  E.  Haym- 
worth  and  K.  Kemper. 

Eighth — Lieutenant  H.  Grimball,  with  regi- 
mental band,  fifteen  men,  in  command  of  second 
tier  casemate  battery. 

Ninth — Lieutenant  Clarkson,  with  detachment 
of  twenty-five  men  of  Company  B,  Charleston 
battalion,  posted  in  second  tier  of  casemate  as 
sharpshooters. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates,  having  reported  for 
duty  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of  April, 
was  assigned  to  the  immediate  command  of  the 
parapet  batteries. 

The  casemate  batteries  were  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Major  Ormsby  Blanding. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  guns  brought 
into  action  :  Two  seven-inch  Brooke  guns ;  four 
ten-inch  columbiads  ;  two  nine-inch  Dahlgrens  ; 
four  eight-inch  columbiads  ;  four  eight-inch  navy 
guns  ;  seven  banded  and  rifled  forty-two  pound- 
ers ;  one  banded  and  rifled  thirty-two  pounder  ; 
thirteen  smooth-bore  thirty-two-pounders ;  seven 
ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars. 

The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  staff: 
Lieutenant  S.  C.  Bpyleston,  Adjutant ;  Captain 
T.  M.  Barker,  Assistant  Quartermaster  ;  Captain 
S.  P.  Ravenel,  A.  C.  S. ;  Reverend  N.  Aldrich, 
Chaplain ;  Sergeant-Major,  C.  P.  Grunshig,  and 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  William  Nicoll.  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  Inglesby  was  Officer  of  the  Day. 
Lieutenant  J.  G.  Heyward  was  Officer  of  the 
Guard.  Lieutenant  E.  P.  Ravenel  was  acting 
Ordnance  Officer,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  James 
B.  Heyward,  Lieutenant  of  Ordnance. 

The  medical  department  was  under  charge  of 
Surgeon  M.  S.  Moore,  assisted  by  Assistant-Sur- 
geon Samuel  Muller. 

Mr.  Edward  White  was  present  as  acting 
Engineer  Officer. 

The  members  of  the  Signal  corps  were  T.  P. 
Lowndes,  Arthur  Grimball,  and  Joseph  W.  Sea- 
brook. 

Several  officers  of  General  Ripley's  staff  were 
present  during  the  engagement,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  General  Ripley,  tendered  their  services 
to  me. 

Captain  Benjamin  Read,  A.  A.  General ;  Col- 
onel Edward  Manigault  and  Colonel  St.  Clair 
Bearing  were  present,  having  tendered  their 
services  also. 

Mr.  Lacoste  also  was  present,  and  rendered 
efficient  service. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  garrison, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  draw  any  distinction. 
Officers  and  men  were  alike  animated  with  the 
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same  spirit,  and  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
terms  of  their  coolness  and  gallantry  through- 
out the  action.  All  acted  as  though  they  were 
engaged  in  practice,  and  the  minutest  particu- 
lars of  drill  and  military  etiquette  were  pre- 
served. 

For  expenditure  of  ammunition,  I  would  re- 
spectfully refer  to  enclosed  report  of  Ordnance 
Officer. 

For  a  list  of  casualties,  I  would  also  refer  to 
enclosed  Surgeon's  report. 

At  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  April  eighth,  the  Keo- 
kuk  was  seen  to  sink  near  Morris  Island  beach, 
where  she  now  lies. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALFKED  RHETT, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL   TRAPIER'S  REPORT   OF  ACTION  IN 
CHARLESTON  HARBOR,  APRIL  SEVENTH,  1863. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  SUBDIVISION,         ~> 

FIRST  MILITARY   DISTRICT,  SULLIVAN'S  >• 

ISLAND,  April  13,  1863.  J 

Captain  W.  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  seventh  in- 
stant, between  the  enemy's  fleet  of  iron-clad  war 
vessels  and  the  fort  and  batteries  on  this 
island : 

At  about  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  that  day,  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  movements  of  the  fleet, 
which  had  been  for  some  time  anchored  within 
the  bar,  were  suspicious,  and  that  some  of  the 
vessels  appeared  to  be  advancing.  So  stealthily 
did  they  approach,  however,  that  not  until  half 
past  two  o'clock  did  I  become  convinced  that 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy  were  serious  and 
that  the  long  threatened  attack  was  about  to 
begin.  I  immediately  repaired  to  Fort  Moultrie, 
where  I  had  previously  determined  to  make  my 
headquarters  during  the  action.  Slowly  but 
steadily  the  iron-clads  approached,  coming  by 
the  middle  or  "swash"  channel  in  single  file, 
the  Passaic  (it  is  believed)  in  the  van,  followed 
by  the  rest  (eight  in  number)  at  equal  distances, 
the  flag  ship,  New  Ironsides,  occupying  the  cen- 
tre. 

At  three  o'clock,  Colonel  William  Butler,  com- 
manding in  the  fort,  reported  to  me  that  the 
leading  ship  was  in  range.  I  ordered  him  im- 
mediately to  open  his  batteries  upon  her,  which 
was  done  promptly,  and  the  action  began.  Fear- 
ing that  the  range  was  rather  long  for  effective 
work,  the  firing,  after  a  few  rounds,  was  sus- 
pended for  a  short  time  ;  but  finding  the  enemy 
refused  close  quarters,  there  was  no  alternative 
but  to  engage  him  at  long  range  or  not  at  all. 
We  decided  upon  the  former,  and  Fort  Moultrie 
again  opened  her  batteries.  Batteries  Bee  and 
Beauregard  had  also,  by  this  time,  opened  fire, 
and  the  action  had  become  general.  It  soon  be- 
came obvious  that  the  enemy's  intentions  were 
to  fight  and  not  to  run  by,  and  orders  were 
given  to  "  train  "  on  vessels  nearest  in,  and  to 
tire  by  battery.  Volley  after  volley  was  deliv- 
ered in  this  way  ;  but  although  it  was  plain  that 


our  shot  repeatedly  took  effect,  their  impact 
against  the  iron  casing  of  the  enemy  being 
distinctly  heard  and  seen,  yet  we  could  not  dis- 
cover but  that  the  foe  was  indeed  invulnerable. 

About  half  past  five  or  six  o'clock  p.  M.,  or 
after  the  action  had  lasted  about  two  hours  and 
a  half,  the  enemy,  as  slowly  as  he  had  advanced, 
withdrew  from  the  contest,  apparently  un- 
harmed, so  far  at  least  as  his  power  of  locomo- 
tion went.  Subsequent  events  have  happily  re- 
vealed the  fact,  that  one  at  least  of  our  enemy's 
"  invulnerables"  has  given  proof  that  brick  walls 
and  earthen  parapets  still  hold  the  mastery. 

The  nearest  the  enemy  ventured  at  any  time 
to  Fort  Moultrie  was  estimated  at  one  thousand 
yards,  to  Battery  Bee  sixteen  hundred  yards,  to 
Battery  Beauregard  fourteen  hundred  yards. 

Fort  Moultrie  was  garrisoned  by  a  detachment 
from  the  First  South  Carolina  regular  infantry, 
Colonel  William  Butler  commanding,  assisted 
by  Major  T.  M.  Baker,  and  consisting  of -the  fol- 
lowing companies : 

Company  A,  Captain  T.  A.  Huguenin ;  Com- 
pany E,  Captain  R.  Press  Smith ;  Company  F, 
Captain  B.  S.  Burnett ;  Company  G-,  First  Lieu- 
tenant E.  A.  Erwin  commanding ;  Company  K, 
Captain  C.  H.  Rivers. 

Battery  Bee  was  garrisoned  by  another  de- 
tachment from  the  same  regiment,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  C.  Jenkins,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  companies  : 

Company  C,  Captain  Robert  DeTreville  ;  Com- 
pany H,  Captain  Warner  Adams ;  Company  I, 
Captain  W.  Tabourn. 

Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  Twentieth  regiment  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  by  my  consent,  took  post 
at  Battery  Bee,  and  remained  there  during  the 
action. 

Battery  Beauregard  was  under  the  command 
of  Captain  J.  A.  Sitgreaves,  First  South  Carolina 
regular  artillery,  and  was  garrisoned  by  the 
following  companies : 

Company  K,  First  South  Carolina  regular  artil- 
lery, First-Lieutenant  W.  E.  Erwin  commanding. 

Company  B,  First  South  Carolina  regular  in- 
fantry. Captain  J.  H.  Warley  commanding. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  report  that  not  a  single  casualty  occurred 
among  any  of  these  troops,  with  the  exception 
only  of  one  in  Fort  Moultrie.  Early  in  the  ac- 
tion our  naff-staff  was  shot  away,  and  in  falling 
struck  private  J.  S.  Lusby,  Company  F,  inflict- 
ing a  severe  wound,  from  which  he  died  in  a 
short  time.  Neither  the  fort  itself,  nor  the  mate- 
rial was  in  the  least  injured.  It  is  due  to  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  their  soldierly 
and  accomplished  commander,  Colonel  Butler, 
that  I  should  not  close  this  report  without  bear- 
ing testimony  to  the  admirable  skill,  coolness, 
and  deliberation  with  which  they  served  their 
guns.  They  went,  all — men  as  well  as  officers — 
to  their  work  cheerfully  an^i  with  alacrity, 
showing  that  their  hearts  }$re  in  it,  There 
was  enthusiasm,  but  no  exCStem$it. >  The^  lost 

•  ffired 


no  time  in  loading  their 


never 
hastily  or  without~aim. 
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The  reports  of  Colonel  Keitt,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Simpkins,  and  Captain  Sitgreaves,  give  me 
every  reason  to  believe  the  garrisons  of  Batter- 
ies Bee  and  Beauregard  acquitted  themselves 
equally  well,  and  are  equally  entitled  to  the 
thanks  and  gratitude  of  their  commander  and 
their  country. 

Colonel  Butler  makes  honorable  mention  of 
the  following  officers:  Captain  M.  H.  Wigg, 
A.  C.  S.,  when  the  flag  staff  was  shot  away, 
promptly  mounted  a  transom  and  placed  the 
regimental  flag  in  a  conspicuous  place  upon  it. 
Captain  G-.  A.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lieuten- 
ant and  Adjutant  Mitchell  King,  and  First-Lieu- 
tenant D.  G.  Calhoun,  were  likewise  prompt  in 
placing  the  battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspic- 
uous positions.  Lieutenant  Williams,  Ordnance 
Officer,  is  also  favorably  mentioned. 

To  Captains  William  Greene  and  B.  G.  Pinck- 
ney,  of  my  staff,  and  First-Lieutenant  A.  H.  Lu- 
cas, my  Aid-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable 
assistance,  and  my  thanks  are  also  due  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 0.  M.  Dantzler  and  Doctor  G.  W. 
Wescott,  volunteer  Aids  for  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
ment in  tabular  form,  showing  the  expenditure 
of  ammunition  by  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  bat- 
teries during  the  action. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
J.  H.  TRAPIER, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PART  TAKEN  BY   FORT  MOULTRIE  IN 
THE  ACTION  OF  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 

HEADQUARTERS,  FORT  MOULTRIE,  S.  C.,\ 
April  13, 1863.         J 

First  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Hone,  Adjutant  of  Forces 

on  Sullivan's  Island  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  part  taken  by  this  fort  in 
the  action  with  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  the  aboli- 
tionists on  the  seventh  of  this  month  : 

On  the  fifth,  the  attacking  fleet,  consisting  of 
eight  turreted  gunboats  and  the  steam-frigate 
Ironsides,  crossed  the  bar  and  took  a  position 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  or  four  miles  from 
this  fort.  On  the  seventh  it  advanced  in  the 
direction  of  the  harbor,  one  of  the  turreted 
boats  some  distance  in  advance.  As  soon  as 
the  leading  boat  came  within  range,  I  reported 
the  fact  to  the  Brigadier-General  commanding, 
and  received  orders  from  him  to  commence  the 
action.  Thinking  it  was  the  object  of  the  ene- 
my to  run  by  Fort  Sumter,  I  permitted  the 
firing  to  be  rapid  at  the  commencement,  using 
every  precaution,  however,  to  encourage  delib- 
eration in  aiming.  The  boats  engaged  were  at 
all  times,  during  the  action,  within  range  of  the 
guns  of  this  fort.  About  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  the  frigate 
Ironsides  steamed  up  to  within  sixteen  hundred 
yards  and  took  a  position  apparently  with  a 
view  of  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  action. 
All  the  guns  that  could  be  brought  to  bear 
were  trailed  upon  her  and  fired,  and  she  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards  moved  out  of  range. 


The  fire  was  generally  directed  upon  the  boat 
in  advance,  and  I  think  with  some  effect.  Shots 
were  seen  to  strike  frequently,  many  of  them 
breaking  to  pieces.  The  guns  engaged  were 
maimed  by  Companies  A,  E,  F,  and  G,  First 
South  Carolina  infantry,  commanded  respectively 
by  Captains  T.  A.  Huguenin  and  K.  Press  Smith, 
First  Lieutenant  Erwin,  and  Captain  B.  S.  Bur- 
nett ;  the  mortars  by  Companies  F  and  K,  Cap- 
tain C.  H.  Rivers,  were  fired  with  creditable 
accuracy.  Officers  and  men  performed  their 
duties  with  spirit  and  celerity.  During  the 
action  the  flag-staff  was  cut  down  by  a  shot 
from  the  enemy,  which,  in  falling,  struck  private 
Lusby,  Company  F,  First  South  Carolina  infan- 
try, causing  his  death  in  a  few  minutes.  This 
was  the  only  casualty  of  any  importance.  One 
gunner,  private  Harrison,  Company  G,  lost  a 
finger  by  some  inadvertence  in  running  a  gun 
into  battery,  but  returned  to  his  post  after  get- 
ting his  wound  dressed.  When  the  flag  was 
struck  down,  Captain  W.  H.  Wigg,  A.  C.  S., 
promptly  placed  the  regimental  flag  in  a  con- 
spicuous place  upon  a  traverse.  Captain  W. 
H.  Wardlaw,  A.  Q.  M.,  and  Lieutenant  and  Ad- 
jutant Mitchell  King  and  First  Lieutenant  D.  G. 
Calhoun  were  likewise  prompt  in  placing  the 
battle  and  garrison  flags  in  conspicuous  posi- 
tions. Major  T.  M.  Baker,  First  South  Carolina 
infantiy,  was  wherever  his  services  would  be 
most  useful.  The  Ordnance  Officer,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Williams,  was  at  his  post  at  the 
magazine.  Much  credit  is  due  to  him  for  the 
good  condition  of  the  gun  carnages  and  the 
ordnance  stores.  I  have  already  submitted  a 
report  of  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended. 
The  guns  engaged  consisted  of  nine  eight-inch 
columbiads,  five  thirty-two-pounder  rifled  and 
banded  guns,  five  smooth-bore  thirty-two  pound- 
ers, and  two  ten-inch  mortars. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BUTLER, 

Colonel  First  South  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KETrT  OF  THE  PART  TAKEN  BY  THE 
BATTERIES  OF.  SULLIVAN'S  ISLAND  IN  THE  ACTION  OF 
THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL. 

HEADQUARTERS,  SULLIVAN'S  ISLAND,  \ 
April  13, 1863.      j 

Captain  Green,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  send 
to  you  the  reports  of  the  commandants  of  the 
various  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  engaged  in 
the  action  of  the  seventh  instant  with  the  ene- 
my's iron-clad  fleet.  The  action  was  commenced 
at  three  o'clock  by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  in  a  short 
time  thereafter  was  general  throughout  all  the 
batteries.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the 
engagement,  I  left  Fort  Moultrie  (where  Briga- 
dier-General Trapier  had  stationed  his  headquar- 
ters and  was  overlooking  the  conflict)  and  re- 
paired to  Battery  Bee. 

At  this  battery  I  found  the  garrison  alert  and 
ready  to  direct  their  fire  against  the  invading 
fleet.  Their  guns  were  promptly  trained,  and 


DOCUMENTS. 


527 


fired  with  rapidity  and  great  precision.  I  saw, 
very  distinctly,  a  large  number  of  ten-inch  shot 
from  this  battery  strike  the  Keokuk,  and  also 
two  of  the  monitor  vessels,  which  alternately 
advanced  to  the  front.  They  struck  turrets, 
decks,  arid  hull.  The  injury  inflicted  could  not 
be  accurately  estimated,  but  I  believe  that  it 
was  severe.  The  officers  of  the  garrison  were 
cool,  vigilant,  and  energetic,  and  the  men  were 
prompt,  active,  and  thoroughly  familiar  with 
their  duties.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simkins  over- 
looked the  management  of  the  battery,  and  I 
testify  to  his  vigilance,  skill  and  the  energetic 
discharge  of  his  duties.  The  firing  I  thought  a 
little  too  rapid,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
end  it  subserved  a  good  purpose.  The  storm  of 
shot  and  bolts  which  fell  around  the  enemy  con- 
fused, if  it  did  not  appal  him. 

The  Beauregard  battery  directed  its  fire  with 
great  precision  against  the  Ironsides  and  the 
two  monitors  which  were  nearest  to  it.  The 
shot  of  this  battery  struck  those  vessels  repeat- 
edly. The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the 
highest  coolness  and  gallantry. 

Fort  Moultrie  was  under  General  Trapier's 
own  eye,  and  he  can  best  tell  how  worthily  she 
vindicated  her  historical  reputation. 

The  companies  of  the  Twentieth  regiment 
South  Carolina  volunteers,  which  were  upon  the 
island,  were  drawn  up  to  protect  the  upper  bat- 
teries and  to  repel  a  land  attack,  if  such  were 
attempted.  They  were  eager  to  join  their 
brethren  in  arms  in  the  conflict,  but  the  prudent 
abstinence  of  the  foe  from  an  attempt  to  land 
prevented  them.  They  were  under  command  of 
Captain  P.  A.  McMichael,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dantzler  having  been  invited  by  General  Tra- 
pier  to  act  as  his  special  aid  on  the  occasion ; 
and,  had  a  land  attack  been  made,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler  could  easily  have  reached  the 
portion  of  his  regiment  drawn  up  on  the  island, 
and  have  taken  command  of  it,  which  he  in- 
tended to  do. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LAWRENCE  M.  KEITT, 

Colonel,  commanding  Post, 

Official: 

WILLIAM  F.  NANCE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

CIRCULAR. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT  S.  C.,  GA.,  AND  FLA.,  ) 
CHARLESTON,  December  26th,  1862.     j 

In  case  the  proposed  attack  upon  this  harbor 
is  known  beforehand,  special  directions  will  be 
given  for  the  service  of  the  different  batteries. 
As,  however,  it  may  happen  that  a  surprise  may 
be  attempted,  or  that  the  intervening  time  be- 
tween the  knowledge  of  the  intention  and  the 
event  may  be  too  short,  the  instructions  here- 
inafter contained  will  be  carefully  attended  to. 

Each  commanding  officer  of  a  fort  or  battery, 
will  give  his  attention  immediately  to  the 
strengthening  of  his  carriages,  and  the  com- 
plete preparation  of  his  material.  Besides  mak- 


ing the  proper  requisitions  on  the  staff  depart- 
ments, let  him  endeavor  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
from  his  own  resources.  While  staff  departments 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  crippled,  for  want  of  ma- 
terial and  workmen,  much  can  be  accomplished 
by  ready  expedients  without  their  aid.  Every 
carriage  must  be  kept  carefully  screwed  up,  and 
if  any  are  defective,  made  at  least  temporarily 
efficient.  All'  the  elevating  screws,  eccentric 
wheels,  and  traversing  gear  must  be  put  in 
order,  and  kept  so,  and  especial  care  must  be 
taken  to  see  that  a  full  supply  of  small  imple- 
ments is  constantly  on  hand. 

Ammunition  should  be  examined,  and  imme- 
diately apportioned  to  the  several  guns,  ref- 
erence being  had  to  the  orders  heretofore  given 
on  that  subject ;  but  where  the  quantity  is  not 
sufficient,  the  greater  portion  should  be  given 
to  the  heavier  guns,  as  on  them  principally  the 
success  of  the  defence  must  depend. 

Officers  and  men  of  each  command  must  be 
kept  on  the  alert,  and  instructed  to  go  to  bat- 
tery, at  once,  upon  an  alarm  ;  and  especial  care 
must  be  taken  that  each  battery  is  in  readiness 
for  instant  action  as  the  men  arrive  at-  their 
guns. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  most  of  these 
things  are  habitually  attended  to.  but  as  constant 
vigilance  is  our  only  security,  they  cannot  be 
too  forcibly  insisted  upon. 

Upon  observing  a  disposition  to  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  the  nearest  fort  or  battery 
will  give  the  alarm.  By  day  a  shotted  gun,  and 
dipping  the  flag,  will  communicate  the  danger 
to  the  other  fortifications  and  headquarters.  All 
commands  will  go  at  once  to  battery,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  alarm  communicated  to 
headquarters  by  telegraph  or  signal.  By  night, 
a  shotted  gun  and  a  rocket  will  give  the  intelli- 
gence. 

In  whatever  way  the  attack  is  made  by  the 
enemy,  he  is  to  be  engaged  as  soon  as  possible' 
to  do  so  effectually,  with  a  few  long  range  guns 
from  every  fort  that  will  bear.  The  number  of 
these  guns  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commanding  officers,  who  must  see  that  the  fire 
is  as  accurate  as  possible.  They  must  not  en- 
gage too  great  a  number,  and  be  careful  not  un- 
duly to  excite  their  men,  or  strain  their  guns  and 
carriag.es.  While  the  long  range  fire  is  valuable, 
if  accurate,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  force  him 
to  develop  his  attack,  it  is  not  to  be  depended 
on  for  more.  Other  things  being  equal,  it  will 
be  well  that  the  guns  to  leeward  are  first  en- 
gaged. The  remaining  guns  of  the  batteries 
will  be  trained  by  battery  on  different  _ points 
where  the  enemy  must  pass,  care  being  taken 
to  have  the  fire  of  each  battery  concentrated. 
As  the  enemy  approaches,  let  the  distance  he 
will  be  in  passing  be  accurately  estimated  by 
the  distance  buoys,  and  the  elevation  made  to 
correspond,  making  it  too  little  rather  than  too 
great  for  direct  fire.  If  the  vessels  are  passing 
rapidly,  the  guns  should  be  discharged  by  bat- 
tery, just  as  the  prows  of  the  vessels  come 
across  the  line  of  sight 
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In  the  case  of  wooden  vessels,  the  object  will 
be  to  hit  them  near  the  water-line,  just  abaft  the 
smoke-stack.  In  the  case  of  iron-clad  vessels, 
to  hit  the  deck  or  the  turrets  at  the  intersection 
with  the  deck,  and  especially  to  let  all  the  shots 
strike  at  once. 

The  first  fire  will  be  concentrated  upon  the 
leading  vessels,  and  will  be  continued  upon 
them  as  long  as  the  guns  by  battery  will  bear 
well,  and  especially  if  they  become  entangled  in 
obstructions,  even  if  certain  vessels  engage  to 
draw  off  the  attention  of  the  outermost  batter- 
ies and  remain  behind. 

Should  some  of  the  vessels  succeed  in  pass- 
ing, the  action  must  then  pass  into  the  hands  of 
commanding  officers  of  batteries.  They  will 
pour  in  their  fire  as  far  as  practicable,  by  bat- 
tery, and  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  with  accuracy 
on  whatever  vessels  of  the  enemy  may  be  near- 
est them. 

The  guns  of  Beauregard  battery,  Fort  Moul- 
trie,  Battery  Bee,  and  the  eastern,  north-eastern, 
and  north-western  faces  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
used  to  form  the  first  circle  of  fire  to  which  the 
enemy  must  be  subjected ;  the  centre  being  a 
little  to  the  eastward  of  a  line  between  the  forts 
and  midway.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to 
crush  his  vessels  and  repel  his  attack  within 
this  circle,  and  especially  while  he  is  entangled 
in  the  obstructions. 

Ah1  the  mortars  of  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort 
Moultrie  will  be  trained  on  the  centre  above 
indicated.  The  fuzes  will  be  of  the  full  length, 
and  the  shells  have  large  bursting  charges ;  it 
being  better  to  have  the  fuzes  fail  than  the 
shells  to  burst  in  the  air,  and  the  full  effect  of 
the  explosions  being  desirable  if  successful. 
The  mortar  batteries  will  be  fired  by  battery 
when  the  enemy's  vessels  are  about  two  ship's 
lengths  from  the  point  on  which  they  are 
trained. 

If  the  fleet  is  large,  the  mortars  will  be  kept 
trained  on  the  same  point,  and  fired  by  battery 
as  rapidly  as  possible  while  the  fleet  is  passing. 
If  small,  and  a  portion  has  passed  the  first  cir- 
cle of  fire,  the  mortars  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be 
trained  to  operate  on  the  second  circle,  the  cen- 
tre of  which  wih1  be  at  a  point  about  midway 
between  Forts  Sumter  and  Ripley,  and  to  the 
southward  of  the  middle  ground  shoal.  It  will 
be  formed  by  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Johnson, 
Fort  Ripley,  Castle  Pinckney,  Battery  Bee,  and 
the  north-western  and  western  faces  of  Fort 
Sumter. 

The  guns  of  Forts  Johnson  and  Ripley  and 
Castle  Pinckney  will  open  on  the  leading  ves- 
sels as  they  come  within  easy  range,  care  being 
taken  that  every  shot  finds  its  mark.  Those  of 
Fort  Sumter  and  Battery  Bee  will  continue  upon 
the  leading  vessels  as  long  as  they  are  close, 
but  if  they  elongate  their  distance,  the  fire 
will  be  concentrated  on  the  vessels  nearest 
them. 

Should  any  vessel  succeed  in  passing  the  sec- 
ond circle  of  fire,  the  third  will  be  formed  and 
put  into  action  by  the  guns  of  White  Point  bat- 


tery and  Battery  Glover,  with  such  guns  of 
Forts  Johnson  and  Ripley  and  Castle  Pinckney 
as  will  bear.  Concentration  on  the  leading  ves- 
sels will  be  the  object  as  before. 

During  the  action,  care  will  be  taken,  as  iar 
as  possible,  to  prevent  the  chances  of  shot  from 
the  batteries  taking  the  direction  of  our  own 
works.  The  best  way  of  doing  this  will  be  to 
let  none  miss  the  enemy,  and  when  he  is  be- 
tween the  works  most  especial  accuracy  will  be 
striven  for. 

The  vessels  of  the  Confederate  navy  will  en- 
gage during  the  action,  and  they  may  often  pass 
our  batteries.  In  this  case,  officers  and  gunners 
cannot  be  too  careful  to  avoid  hitting  them. 
The  fire  by  battery,  as  a  general  thing,  wih1  be 
discontinued  at  those  vessels  of  the  enemy 
which  our  ships  engage  closely  ;  but  if  occasion 
offers,  endeavors  wih1  be  made  to  hit  the  ports 
of  the  revolving  turrets  on  the  enemy's  vessels 
when  turned  from  our  ships,  to  disarrange  and 
throw  out  of  gear  the  machinery  for  closing  the 
ports. 

Accurate  fire  by  single  guns  will  be  concen- 
trated on  the  enemy's  vessels,  if  two  or  more 
attack  one  of  ours  ;  and  should  the  distance  ad- 
mit, then  it  will  be  advisable  to  pour  upon  one 
of  them  a  heavy  fire  by  battery. 

The  plunging  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  is  ex- 
pected to  be  particularly  effective,  and  when 
single  rifled  guns  are  fired  from  the  barbettes 
of  that  fort,  it  will  be  well  to  hit  the  grated 
roofs  of  the  turrets  with  square-headed  bolts, 
followed  by  shells  filled  with  molten  iron. 

The  square-headed  bolts  for  the  ten-inch  col- 
umbiads  and  the  heavier  guns  will  be  fired  by 
battery  when  the  enemy  is  within  close  range. 
Solid  shot  and  bolts  will  be  used  generally 
against  iron-clads  during  the  action. 

The  furnaces  for  melting  iron  and  heating 
shot  will  be  kept  in  heat,  and  heated  projectiles 
wih1  be  used  whenever  occasion  offers  advan- 
tage. 

Should  it  happen  that  any  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  become  disabled  and  endeavor  to  get 
out  of  fire,  the  outermost  batteries  must  pay 
particular  attention  to  prevent  them,  and  in  case 
other  of  the  enemy's  ships  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  disabled,  let  every  gun  and  mortar 
which  will  bear  be  turned  upon  them  by  bat- 
tery. 

The  great  object  of  the  enemy  will  probably 
be  to  run  by,  and  every  effort  must  be  made  to 
crush  him  in  each  successive  circle  of  fire 
which  he  encounters. 

Hog  Island  channel  will  be  obstructed,  and 
the  obstructions  must  be  guarded  by  the  long 
range  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  columbiad 
of  Battery  Bee  nearest  it. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  enemy  will  attempt 
to  pass  by  Folly  channel.  If  he  does,  a  circle 
of  fire  will  be  formed  by  the  guns  of  Fort 
Ripley,  Castle  Pinckney,  and  White  Point  bat- 
tery. 

The  position  of  torpedoes  will  be  communi- 
cated to  commanding  officers,  and  the  effort 
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made  to  drive  the  enemy's  vessels  upon  them 
if  he  is  taking  other  courses. 

The  obstructions  will  also  be  designated,  and 
iinder  no  circumstances  will  the  enemy  be  per- 
mitted to  reconnoitre  them. 

The  headquarters  of  the  undersigned  will  be 
at  Fort  Sumter,  and  directions  be  sent  by  tele- 
graph and  signal  to  the  different  posts,  should 
anything  require  special  directions. 

Batteries  Marshall  and  Wagner  will  be  worked 
to  the  extent  of  their  capacity  for  injuring  the 
enemy,  by  their  commanding  officers,  without 
unduly  exposing  liieir  commands. 

The  directions  given  above,  relate  generally 
to  the  defeat  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  fleet 
alone.  Should  a  combined  attack  be  made  by 
land  and  water,  other  orders  can  be  issued,  as 
nothing  of  that  kind  can  be  done  by  surprise. 

The  present  circular  will  be  studied  and  re- 
flected upon  by  all  officers  who  will  be  engaged 
in  this  honorable  duty  of  the  coming  defence. 
With  careful  attention,  coolness,  and  skilful 
gunnery,  success  is  far  more  than  probable. 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Official : 

WM.  F.  NANCE, 

A.  A.  General. 

REPORTS  OF  THE  MILITARY  ENGINEERS  OF  THB  ENGAGE- 
MENT OF  THE  ENEMY'S  IRON-CLAD  FLEET  WITH  THE 
FORTS  AND  BATTERIES  COMMANDING  THE  OUTER  HAR- 
BOR OF  CHARLESTON  ON  THE  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  1863. 

OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  ENGINEER,  ") 

CHARLESTON.  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  >- 

April  23, 1863.     J 

Brigadier-General   Thomas  Jordan,    Chief  of 

Staff: 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  instructions, 
Major  Echols  has  made  a  report  in  detail  of  the 
engagement  on  the  seventh  instant,  of  the 
enemy's  iron-clad  fleet  with  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries commanding  the  outer  harbor  of  this 
city,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  here- 
with. 

This  report  is  based  upon  information  derived 
from  the  commanding  officers  of  the  forts  and 
batteries  engaged  in  the  fight,  and  upon  an 
examination  in  company  with  myself  of  those 
works  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  instant. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  directed  chiefly 
against  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of  from  nine 
to  fifteen  hundred  yards.  The  injuries  to  the 
fort,  of  which  the  tables  and  drawings  accom- 
panying Major  Echols'  report  give  an  accurate 
description,  were  not  of  a  character  to  impair 
its  efficiency.  The  crushing  effect  of  the  enemy's 
heavy  missiles  was  less  than  I  had  anticipated. 
The  chief  damage,  was  probably  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  shells  against  and  in  the  walls  of 
the  fort. 

The  manner  in  which  the  fort  withstood  the 
bombardment  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
encourages  us  to  believe  that  the  repairs  that 
have  been  made,  and  the  measures  now  in  pro- 
gress to  strengthen  and  protect  its  walls,  will 
enable  the  fort  to  withstand  a  much  more  for- 
midable bombardment  with  like  good  results. 
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Of  the  other  works  engaged,  none  of  which 
attracted  much  of  the  enemy's  attention,  only 
one — Fort  Moultrie — received  any  damage,  and 
that  was  very  trivial. 

Fort  Moultrie,  Battery  Wagner,  and  Cummins' 
Point  battery  fired  upon  the  fleet  at  a  distance  of 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  yards  ;  Batteries 
Bee  and  Beauregard  at  a  distance  of  from  sixteen 
hundred  to  two  thousand  yards — too  far,  in  the 
case  of  the  latter-named  batteries,  for  useful 
effect  against  iron-clads. 

Our  batteries  were  admirably  served  by  our 
skilled  artillerists.  Much  of  the  rapidity  and 
accuracy  with  which  our  heavy  guns  were  fired 
was  due  to  the  use  of  Colonel  Yates'  traverser, 
with  the  merits  of  which  the  General  command- 
ing has  been  fully  impressed. 

Our  batteries  discharged  about  twenty-two 
hundred  shot  of  all  sorts;  the  enemy's  fleet 
about  one  hundred  and  ten,  chiefly  fifteen-inch 
shell  and  eleven-inch  solid  shot — not  less  than 
eighty  of  which  were  directed  at  Fort  Sumter. . 

The  sinking  of  the  Keokuk,  and  the  discom- 
fiture of  other  iron-clads,  has  established  their 
vulnerability  to  our  heavy  projectiles  at  a  range, 
say,  of  from  nine  to  twelve  hundred  yards. 

It  appeared  on  an  examination  of  the  wreck  of 
the  Keokuk,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Boyleston,  confirmed  in  the  main  by  my  own 
observations  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  that  her 
turrets  within  four  and  a  half  feet  of  their  tops, 
had  been  pierced  by  four  ten-inch  shot  and  one 
seven-inch  rifle  shot,  and  a  wrought  iron  Brooke 
bolt  had  pentrated  seven-eighths  of  its  length 
and  stuck  in  the  plating.  Several  severe  inden- 
tations were  also  observed,  near  which  the 
plates  were  warped  and  the  bolts  broken  or 
started.  The  top  of  the  smoke-stack  (of  sheet 
iron)  was  very  much  torn,  and  the  bottom  of  it 
(of  similar  structure  to  the  turrets^  pierced  by 
a  ten-inch  shot.  The  vessel  having  sunk  in 
thirteen  feet  of  water,  prevented  an  examination 
of  the  lower  portions  of  her  turrets,  or  of  her 
hull,  which,  no  doubt,  were  served  in  like  man- 
ner. From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  ten- 
inch  shot  are  just  as  effective  at  the  distance, 
say,  of  nine  hundred  yards  as  the  seven-inch 
Brooke  bolts  against  such  structures  as  the  tur- 
rets of  the  Keokuk. 

The  result  of  this  engagement  is  highly  grat- 
ifying, and  increases  our  coafidence  in  our 
ability,  with  good  batteries  of  suitable  guns,  to 
contend  successfully  with  vessels  of  the  moni- 
tor class.  The  enemy's  evident  and  just  dread 
of  torpedoes,  as  evinced  in  his  preparation  for 
their  explosion,  by  the  "  Devil,"  or  torpedo- 
searcher,  should  induce  us  to  multiply  our  de- 
fences of  that  character  in  whatsoever  manner 
they  can  be  made  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  HARRIS, 

Major  aud  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Official : 

G.  THOMAS  Cox. 

Lieutenant  Engineers. 
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CONFEDERATE  STATES  ENGINEER'S  OFFICE,  \ 
CHARLESTON,  S.  C. ,  .April  9, 1863.     j 

Major  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer  Depart- 
ment : 

MAJOE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  engagement  between  Fort 
Sumter  and  the  enemy's  iron-clad  fleet  on  the 
seventh  of  April,  1863,  at  three  o'clock  p.  M., 
lasting  two  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes  : 

The  incidents  which  transpired  during  the 
engagement  are. based  upon  information  received 
from  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  works,  but 
more  particularly  from  the  observations  of  Col- 
onel Rhett,  commanding  Fort  Sumter,  and  Lieu- 
tenant S.  0.  Boyleston,  Adjutant  First  regiment 
South  Carolina  artillery,  who  made  special  ob- 
servations during  the  whole  action;  the  remain- 
der from  personal  inspection  afterward. 

Forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaure- 
gard,  Cummins'  Point,  and  Wagner,  were  en- 
gaged. The  fleet  consisted  of  the  Ironsides, 
supposed  armament  sixteen  guns  ;  the  Keokuk, 
two  stationary  turrets,  carrying  one  gun  each, 
and  seven  single-  revolving  turreted  vessels,  car- 
rying (supposed)  two  guns  in  each,  presumed 
to  be  the  Montauk,  Passaic,  Weehawken,  Pa- 
tapsco,  Nahant,  Catskill,  and  Nantucket,  which 
took  position  from  nine  hundred  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Fort  Sumter. 

They  steamed  up  main  ship  channel  toward 
Fort  Moultrie,  in  line  of  battle,  as  follows  :  Four 
single  turrets,  Ironsides,  three  single  turrets,  and 
Keokuk,  following  one  after  the  other  at  inter- 
vals of  about  three  hundred  yards — the  fore- 
most one  moving  slowly,  and  carrying  on  her 
prow  the  "  Devil,"  or  torpedo-searcher,  a  de- 
scription of  which  will  be  sent  you.  When 
within  twenty-two  hundred  yards,  Fort  Moul- 
trie fired  the  first  gun  upon  her,  near  buoy 
number  three,  then  distant  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Sumter,  which  had  previously 
trained  her  battery  of  barbette  guns  upon  the 
buoy,  and  opened  fire  by  battery  when  she 
reached  that  position,  at  three  minutes  past 
three  o'clock. 

The  first  turret  opened  fire  at  five  minutes 
past  three,  and  moved  backward,  thus  develop- 
ing their  manoeuvre  of  attack.  At  this  moment 
the  engagement  became  general.  The  second 
turret  passed  the  first,  fired,  moved  backward  ; 
the  first  moved  forward,  passed  the  second, 
fired,  and  backed,  then  retired  from  action ;  the 
other  turrets  monoeuvring  in  the  same  relative 
manner,  each  time  nearing  or  receding  a  little 
from  the  fort  in  order  not  to  present  a  perma- 
nent target. 

The  Ironsides,  when  at  seventeen  hundred 
yards  from  Moultrie,  and  two  thousand  from 
Sumter,  stopped,  discharged  a  battery  at  the 
former,  when  Sumter  concentrated  a  heavy 
fire  upon  her ;  numbers  of  shot  were  seen  to 
strike  her,  and  several  to  penetrate ;  three, 
at  least,  in  her  wooden  stern.  Deeming  two 
thousand  yards  too  close  quarters,  she  retired 
out  of  range,  supposed  injured,  in  favor  of 
less  prominent  and  more  formidable  imps,  after 


an  engagement  of  forty-five  minutes.  The  Keo- 
kuk, at  five  minutes  past  four,  defiantly  turning 
her  prow  directly  toward  Sumter,  firing  from 
her  forward  turret  gun,  the  batteries  of  Sumter. 
Moultrie,  Bee,  and  Cummins'  Point,  were  con- 
centrated upon  her,  her  turrets  receiving  num- 
bers of  well-directed  shots,  several  apparently 
penetrating,  showed  evidence  of  considerable 
damage.  When  within  nine  hundred  yards  she 
was  struck,  supposed  by  a  wrought  iron  bolt 
(one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds)  from  a 
seven-inch  Brooke  rifle  en  barbette,  near  her 
bow,  penetrating,  and  ripping  up  a  plating 
about  six  feet  long,  and  two  and  a  half  wide, 
which  ended  her  career ;  she  stopped,  seemed 
disabled  for  a  few  minutes,  then  turned  to  the 
channel  and  proceeded  toward  the  bar  at  forty- 
five  minutes  past  four.  She  sank  off  the  south 
end  of  Morris  Island,  at  half  past  eight  o'clock, 
the  following  morning ;  her  smoke-stack  and 
turrets  are  now  visible  at  low  water.  From  her 
wreck  floated  ashore  a  book,  ft  spy-glass,  and 
pieces  of  furniture  bespattered  with  blood,  and 
small  fragments  of  iron  sticking  in  them. 

The  firing  of  the  turrets  was  timed — they  dis- 
charged generally  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes  ; 
the  engagement  lasted  two  hours  and  twenty- 
five  minutes.  Allowing  six  of  them  constantly 
engaged,  they  delivered  eighty-seven  shots; 
one  fired  twice,  and  retired  ;  the  Keokuk  fired 
three  or  four  times,  and  the  Ironsides  about 
seventeen — making  the  total  number  fired  by 
the  enemy  about  one  hundred  and  ten,  which 
were  principally  directed  at  Sumter.  Her  walls 
show  the  effect  of  fifty-five  missiles — shot,  shell, 
and  fragments ;  the  carriage  of  a  ten-inch  co- 
lumbiad  on. the  western  face  was  completely  de- 
molished by  a  shot  coming  over  the  parapet ; 
a  forty-two-pounder  rifle  on  the  north-east  face, 
dismounted  by  breaking  a  travese  wheel — both 
soon  remounted  in  position ;  four  small  holes 
knocked  in  the  roof  of  the  eastern  quarters  by 
grazing  shots ;  an  eight-inch  columbiad  burst 
on  the  eastern  face,  throwing  the  chase  and 
half  the  reinforce  over  the  parapet,  the  other 
half  over  the  quarters  in  the  parade,  demolished 
the  carriage,  but  did  no  other  damage  ;  nearly 
all  the  window  panes  and  some  of  the  sashes 
in  the  fort  were  broken  by  concussion. 

The  accompanying  table  of  effects  of  shot, 
and  sketches  of  the  elevations  of  the  faces, 
show  the  points  of  impact,  the  kind  of  projec- 
tile used,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  in- 
spection, and  found  ;  they  were  principally  fif- 
teen-inch shell  and  eleven-inch  shot.  The  na- 
ture of  the  material  against  which  they  were 
projected,  crumbling  generally  without  retain- 
ing an  impression,  precludes  any  positive  infor- 
mation as  to  their  exact  kind  or  calibre — only  a 
few  were  evident ;  to  the  best  of  my  judgment, 
according  to  the  effect,  eight  fifteen-inch  shells 
struck  the  faces — two  of  these  penetrated  the 
wall  of  the  eastern  face,  just  below  the  embra- 
sures in  the  second  tier,  next  to  the  east  pan- 
coupe,  not  seriously  damaging  the  masonry ;  one 
exploding  in  the  casemate  set  fire  to  some  bed- 
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ding,  the  other  passed  through  a  window  and 
burst  in  the  centre  of  the  fort.  Several  explod- 
ed in  contact  with  the  wall,  by  which  the  prin- 
cipal craters  appear  to  have  been  formed ;  one 
passed  over  the  parapet  into  the  quarters  on 
the  western  side,  exploded,  damaging  several 
walls ;  five  eleven-inch  shot  struck  the  faces, 
one  penetrating  near  one  of  the  same  em- 
brasures pierced  by  the  fifteen-inch  shell,  broke 
through  and  entered  the  interior  wall  of  the 
quarters  ;  only  one  impression  represented  any 
appearance  of  a  rifle  projectile.  One  fifteen- 
inch  solid  shot,  one  fifteen  inch  hollow  shot, 
several  fifteen-inch  shells  and  eleven-inch  shot 
were  found  in  and  around  the  fort ;  fragments 
of  fifteen-inch  shells  were  picked  up  on  the 
outside  ;  the  berme  being  very  narrow  and 
sloping  prevented  any  means  of  ascertaining 
by  the -bodies  themselves,  their  kind — all  being 
precipitated  into  the  water,  after  striking.  It 
is  reported,  also,  that  several  shrapnel  were 
fired  over  the  barbette  guns  of  Sumter.  Some 
of  the  shells  which  exploded  in  contact  with  the 
wall  may  probably  have  been  percussion  rifle 
shells,  as  some  of  the  turrets  are  known  to  carry 
eight-inch  rifles,  but  no  fragments  were  found, 
nor  do  any  of  the  officers  report  indications  of 
rifle  projectiles  by  sound  or  otherwise,  with  but 
one  exception;  the  commanding  officer  of  Battery 
Wagner  reports  one  by  sound  to  have  passed 
over,  fired  by  the  Ironsides.  Nine  shots  were 
fired  at  Moultrie  at  distances :  of  turrets,  thir- 
teen hundred  yards  ;  of  Ironsides,  seventeen 
hundred  yards ;  an  eleven-inch  shot  struck 
down  the  flag-staff  at  thirty-seven  minutes  past 
three — passed  through  the  roof  of  the  quarters, 
penetrated  the  wall  of  the  ordnance  storehouse, 
about  two  feet  thick,  and  dropped  in  the  room  ; 
another  struck  the  glacis  and '  ricochetted  over 
the  fort ;  a  third,  a  fifteen-inch  shell,  burst  at 
the  water's  edge,  a  fragment  of  which  was  found  ; 
the  others  passed  over.  Five  shots  were  fired 
at  Battery  B  without  effect,  at  a  distance  of 
about  two  thousand  yards — one  fell  behind  the 
breakwater,  another  passed  along  the  front  of 
the  battery  and  burst ;  the  others  passed  over. 
Six  or  seven  were  fired  at  Battery  Beauregard, 
at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  yards,  without 
effect ;  two  eleven-inch  shot  were  found.  Two 
were  fired  at  Cummins'  Point  without  effect — 
one  at  twelve  hundred  or  thirteen  hundred 
yards,  from  the  Ironsides ;  the  other  at  fourteen 
hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  yards,  from  a  turret. 
Four  were  fired  at  Battery  Wagner  ;  one  from 
the  Ironsides  sounded  like  a  rifle  shot  passing 
through  the  air  ;  one  grazed  the  top  of  the  tra- 1 
verse,  and  another  exploded  over  the  battery, ' 
sending  a  fragment  into  a  traverse. 

A  single  turret  which  fired  her  two  guns  sim- 
ultaneously, ceased  to  fire  one  of  them  at  about 
four  o'clock  —half  of  the  port  being  closed  the 
remainder  of  the  action  ;  cause  not  visible.  They 
were  frequently  struck  upon  their  decks,  and 
several  shot  were  seen  sticking  in  the  hull  of 
one  of  them.  And  from  another,  steam  issued 
when  struck  upon  it.  A  cast  iron  bolt  (rifle 


forty-two)  struck  a  bevelled  plate  or  guar-.l 
around  the  base  of  a  turret,  which  curved  and 
turned  one  end  up. 

The  projectiles  generally  broke  in  pieces,  a* 
could  be  seen  by  fragments  falling  in  the  water, 
or  bounded  from  the  vessel.  One,  after  striking , 
was  observed  to  drop  and  rest  at  the  foot  of  the 
turret.  Several  of  the  smoke-stacks  \vere  pen- 
etrated. 

A  lookout  appeared  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
turrets,  apparently  observing  the  effect  of  the 
shot ;  at  the  flash  of  a  battery  from  Moultrie  he 
instantly  disappeared. 

The  casualties  are  slight.  At  Sumter  five  men 
were  wounded  by  fragments  of  masonry  and 
wood.  One  of  the  negroes  engaged  at  work  at 
the  fort,  who  was  sitting  on  the  berme  of  the 
western  face,  was  wounded  by  a  brick  knocked 
from  the  parapet  and  falling  upon  his  head. 

At  Moultrie  one  man  was  killed  by  the  falling 
of  the  flag-staff  when  shot  away. 

At  Battery  Wagner  an  ammunition  chest  in 
the  angle  of  the  parapet  and  traverse,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  thirty-two  pounder,  exploded 
from  the  blast  of  the  gun,  killing  three  men, 
mortally  wounding  one,  slightly  wounding  Lieu- 
tenant Steadman,  in  charge  of  the  gun,  and  three 
men ;  blew  them  about  twenty  feet,  cracked  the 
traverses,  threw  the  shot  from  the  pile  of  balls 
in  every  direction,  and  slightly  damaged  the 
chassis. 

I  arrived  at  Fort  Sumter  about  two  o'clock  at 
night  after  the  engagement,  and  found  Mr.  E.  J. 
White,  of  the  engineer  department,  busily  en- 
gaged building  in  the  casemates,  first  and  sec- 
ond tiers,  behind  the  damaged  walls,  with  sand 
bags  ;  several  of  them  were  completed  and  con- 
siderably strengthened.  This  work  was  con- 
tinued all  night  and  the  next  day  by  the  garri- 
son and  the  fifty  negroes  who  had  been  em- 
ployed at  .the  fort,  and  remained  during  the 
engagement.  On  the  following  morning  the 
fleet  lay  inside  the  bar,  in  the  same  line  of  bat- 
tle in  which  they  approached — the  first  one 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Sumter,  and  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  Morris  Island.  Men  were 
visible  all  day  on  the  turret  of  one,  hammering, 
evidently  repairing  her  plating.  Wind  sails 
were  set,  indicating  that  their  quarters,  even  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  were  uncomfortable 
and  badly  ventilated.  About  noon  one  of  the 
turrets  went  south,  probably  to  Port  Royal,  for 
repairs  or  for  the  security  of  that  place  against 
our  iron-clads  from  Savannah. 

The  Ironsides  has  kept  up  a  full  head  of 
steam  since  the  engagement,  as  can  be  seen  by 
her  constantly  blowing  off.  Three  holes  are 
distinctly  seen  in  her  stern,  two  just  above  the 
water-line. 

The  "  Devil"  floated  ashore  on  Morris  Island 
— the  cables  by  which  it  was  attached  to  the 
turret's  bow  were  cut  away.  It  is  probable 
that  the  "  Devil,"  becoming  unmanageable,  was 
the  cause  of  the  turret  retiring  early  from  the 
action — it  being  a  massive  structure,  consisting 
of  two  layers  of  white  pine  timbers,  eighteen 
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inches  square,  strongly  bolted  together ;  a  re- 
entering  angle  twenty  feet  deep  to  receive  the 
bow  of  the  vessel,  fifty  feet  long,  twenty-seven 
feet  wide  ;  a  layer  of  bevelled  timbers  on  the 
front  forming  a  bow,  seven  heavy  iron  plates, 
through  which  passed  chains  directly  down  and 
over  the  sides,  through  hawser-pipes  ;  to  these 
were  attached  grappling-irons  with  double 
prongs,  suspended  underneath,  at  the  sides 
and  bow ;  in  the  countersinks  of  the  plates 
were  loose  iron  rollers,  apparently  to  facilitate 
the  drawing  of  the  chains  through  the  holes 
over  them,  when  the  grapplings  took  hold,  to 
drag  up  to  the  "  Devil ''  whatever  he  may  catch 
with  his  hooks. 

The  colors  of  the  six  turrets  remaining  on  the 
eighth  are  as  follows  : 

First  turret,  lead  color  ;  stack,  lead  color  ;  top 
of  stack,  red,  with  black  ring. 

Second  turret  and  stack,  black. 

Third  turret,  black  ;  stack,  white  ;  top  green. 

Fourth  turret,  black  ;  stack,  black  ;  top  stack 
(1-3)  lead  color. 

Fifth  turret  and  stack,  lead  color. 


Sixth  turret  and  stack,  black. 

The  hull  of  the  turret  in  running  trim  stands 
about  two  feet  above  water  level,  carrying  a 
whistle,  stove-pipe,  and  stanchions  for  swinging 
a  small  boat  on  deck,  with  a  light  railing  around 
it.  When  cleared  for  action,  she  is  submerged 
almost  to  the  water  level ;  the  other  articles  all 
removed  flush  with  the  deck.  The  issue  of 
steam  from  the  deck  several  times  observed,  if 
not  from  injury,  is  probably  from  the  blow-off 
pipe,  taken  down  flush,  as  she  cannot  carry  it, 
as  other  vessels,  on  her  sides. 

I  accompany  the  report  with  a  sketch  of  the 
battle-ground,  showing  the  relative  positions  of 
the  forts  and  fleet ;  one  of  the  faces  of  the  fort, 
showing  parts  damaged ;  one  of  the  Keokuk ; 
one  of  a  turret  submerged  for  action ;  and  one 
of  the  "  Devil." 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  ECHOLS, 

Major  Engineers. 

Official : 

G-.  THOMAS  Cox, 

Lieutenant  Engineers. 


Table  of  effects  of  projectiles  on  walls  of  Fort  Sumter. — The  numbers  correspond  with  those  on 
drawing  of  elevations,  showing  the  locations  of  points  of  impact. 


No. 

PROJECTILE. 

PENETRA- 

T10N 

CRATER. 

REMARKS. 

Height. 

Width, 

1 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
T 
8 
9 

10 

11 
12 
13&14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

FT. 

IN. 

2 

FT. 

IN. 

FT. 

IN. 

Scaled. 
Scaled. 
Embrasure  "A,  "exterior  concrete  keystone  and  interior  em- 
brasure arch  knocked  out  ;  masonry  cracked. 
Assisted  No.  3.     Spent. 
Penetrated  concrete  and  new  masonry  facing. 
Ricochet  and  spent. 
Scaled. 
Apparently  rifle-shot  ;  no  serious  injury. 
One  15-inch,  other  two  not  known  ;  parapet  wall  cracked  twenty- 
five  feet  in  length,  serious  damage,  perhaps  by  exploding 
shell. 
Interior  arch  of  embrasure  "  B"  dislocated  ;  masonry  between 
piers  and  embrasure  badly  shaken  and  projecting. 
Scaled. 
Shook  masonry. 
Scaled. 
Interior  embrasure  ("C")  arch  broken  ;  masonry  cracked* 
Perhaps  exploding  shell. 
Scaled  —  spent  ball. 
Masonry  shaken. 
Exploding  shell  on  pier  ;  not  much  internal  injury. 
No  serious  injury. 
Masonry  around  embrasure  "  D"  badly  cracked,  and  projecting 
inside. 
Penetrated,  striking  head  of  arch,  and  thrown  upward,  tearing 
away  a  quantity  of  masonry,  not  seriously  damaging  body  of 
masonry,  exploded  in  casemate. 
Same  effect  as  22.     Destroyed  embrasure  "  E." 
Not  seriously  damaging  body  of  masonry. 
Same  effect"  as   22;   destroyed  embrasure  "  F  ;"   exploded  in 
parade. 
Scaled  —  ricochet  and  spent. 
No  serious  damage. 
No  serious  damage. 
Serious  damage  ;  wall  not  much  cracked 
Scaled. 
Knocked  off  one  foot  of  angle. 
Knocked  off  six  inches  of  angle. 
Oblique  fire.    Scaled. 
Scaled. 
Shook  masonry. 
Broke  and  projected  in  sole  of  embrasure  "  G." 

Frag.  Shell 

6 

2 

3 

9 
0 
3 

4 

3 

1 

0 

0 
0 

4 

4 
1 

0 

0 
0 

15-inch  

11-inch  

1 

15-inch. 

Frag.  Shell.... 

1 

2 

2 

0 
6 

3 

2 
10 

6 

0 
0 

0 

2 

8 

4 

0 
0 

0 

3  Shots  
15-inch      .... 

Frag.  Shell... 

15-inch 

1 

6 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Frag.  Shell.... 

1 
2 

6 
2 
1ft 

3 

3 

0 
0 

3 
3 

0 
0 

15-inch  

1 
3 
1 
1 

5 

5 

2 
5 

6 
0 
6 
6 

0 

0 
6 
0 

3 

5 
3 

4 

4 

2 
3 

4 

0 

8 

0 
0 

0 
6 
0 

3 
5 
3 
3 

3 

2 
3 
4 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 
6 
0 

15-inch  '. 
11-inch 

15-  inch  
11-inch  

1 
1 

2 

4 
0 
4 

2 

3 

2 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

15-inch 

1 

0 
6 
5 

3 
2 
3 

0 
6 
0 

4 
2 
2 

0 
0 
0 

11-inch  

Frag.  Shell... 

1 
1 

6 
3 

2 
3 

6 

2 

4 

6 

15-inch.  .  .  . 

DOCUMENTS. 
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No. 

PROJECTILE. 

PENETRA- 
TION. 

CRATER. 

REMARK& 

Height. 

Width. 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44) 
45  I 
46j 
47' 
48 
49 

50 
51 
52 
53 
54 

55 

FT. 

IN. 

10 
4 
2 
0 
1 
10 
2 

FT. 

2 
2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
2 

IN. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

FT. 
3 
2 
4 
4 
3 
1 
2 

IN. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 

Very  oblique  flre.    No  damage. 
u             «                 t< 
«           «              <t 
«           «              u 
Exploding  shell. 
Oblique.    Scaled. 
No  serious  injury.      ^ 

Scaled. 

Scaled—  very  oblique. 
Exploding  shell.     Cracked  parapet  wall. 
Knocked  out  iron  embrasure  slab,  1  foot  wide,  six  inches  thick, 
three  feet  long  ;  indented  it  1}£  inches,  and  broke  it  in  three 
pieces.    Shook  masonry. 
No  serious  injury. 
Brick  traverse,  east  pan  coupe. 
Entered  western  quarters  and  exploded,  damaging  walls. 
Entered  western  quarters  and  remained  in  quarters. 
Demolished  10-inch  columbiad  carriage  and  chassis  in  southwest 
angle. 
Struck  end  stone  masonry  berme  south-east  angle. 
Four  small  holes  knocked  in  brick  arch  roof  of  eastern  quarters 
by  grazing  shots  or  fragments  from  traverse. 

Frag.  Shell 

1 

2 

1 

Frag  Shell 

11  -inch 

2 

4 

5 

0 

5 

0 

1 
2 

5 
6 

3 
5 

0 
0 

3 

7 

6 

0 

11-inch  

15-inch 

11-inch 

Official : 

G.  THOS.  Cox, 

Lieutenant  Engineers. 


WILLIAM  H.  ECHOLS, 

Major  Engineers.- 


Table  showing  the  number,  kind,  and  position  of  Guns  in  action,  and  number  and  kind  of  projec- 
tiles used  against  the  iron-clad  fleet  before  Charleston,  seventh  April,  1863. 


LOCATION. 

No. 

KIND  OF  GUN. 

PROJECTILE. 

SHOTS. 

f2 

7-in.  Brooke's  Rifles  

Wrought  iron  bolts 

86 

4 

Solid  Shot 

120 

810  shots 

4 

8-in.           "        

160 

1  5 

42-pounder  Rifles  

Shot  and  bolts       .      . 

138 

barbette 

2 

9-in  Dahlgrens  

Shot  

54 

3 

10-in  S  C    Mortars 

Shells  filled  with  melted  iron 

40 

(2 

8-in.  Shell  Guns,  navv..  . 

Shot  '.  

60 

J2 

8-in           "             "     

50 

(8 

32-pounders  

u 

100 

2d  tier        " 

1 

42-pounder  Rifle  '.  '. 

t( 

2 

9 

8-iiich  Columbiads          

311 

Fort  Moultrie 

5 

32-pounder  Rifles  

192  bolts  38  shells 

230 

868  shots. 

5 

32-pounders  

Shot.  .  . 

243 

2 

10-inch  S.  C.  Mortars  

Shells                 .  . 

51 

Battery  Bee 

5 

10-inch  Columbiads  

Shot 

225 

283  shots. 

1 

8-inch            «        

58 

8-in               " 

i, 

64 

Battery  Beauregard, 

1 

32-pounder  Rifles  

41  bolts  (75  Ib  ),  45  shot.  . 

157  shots. 

2 

7  shells 

93 

Cummins'  Point 

1 

10-in.  Columbiad  

Shot        .... 

37 

65  shots 

1 

9-in.  Dahlgren      ,. 

Shells 

28 

1 

32-pounder  Rifle  

(i 

9 

1 

24-        "        "     

« 

1 

26  shots. 

2 

32-pounders                     

Shot 

16 

No.  of  Guns  

69 

Total  number  of  Shots  flred 

2209 

Official : 

G.  THOS.  Cox, 

Lieutenant  Engineers. 


WM.  H.  ECHOLS, 

Major  Engineers. 
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REPORT  FROM   BATTERIES   AT  FORT  JOHNSON,    OF   EN- 
GAGEMENT OF  SEVENTH  APRIL,  1863. 

HEADQUARTERS  AT  EAST  LINES,  April  12,  1863. 

Colonel   C.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  East  Di- 
vision, James  Island,  8.  G. : 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one 
of  my  companies,  Company  I,  Captain  Humbert, 
stationed  at  Fort  Johnson,  had  a  small  share  in 
the  glorious  little  fight  of  the  seventh  instant, 
with  the  turreted  iron-clads  in  Charleston  har- 
bor. 

About  half-past  two  o'clock  of  that  afternoon, 
eight  (8)  iron-clads  were  seen  approaching  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  Fort  Suinter,  and  when 
within  easy  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  her. 
My  guns  of  heavy  calibre  at  that  post,  being  so 
placed  as  to  bear  only  upon  the  inner  harbor, 
could  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  iron- 
clads ;  but  in  our  anxiety  to  "  have  a  place  in  the 
picture,"  and  in  order  somewhat  to  test  the 
range  of  a  ten-inch  mortar  in  that  direction,  I 
authorized  Lieutenant  Bolivar,  in  charge,  to  open 
fire  from  it,  which,  after  being  fired  twice  with 
shell,  filled  and  plugged,  and  the  object  sought 
attained,  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued. 

The  officers  and  men  were  all  eagerly  anxious 
to  -play  a  part  in  the  engagement,  and  we  only 
regret  that  our  position  was  such  as  to  prevent 
our  having  a  more  prominent  place  in  an  engage- 
ment which  does  so  much  credit  'to  all  con- 
cerned. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  FREDERICK, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment  S.  C.  Artillery,  commanding. 

Upon  this  was  the  following  indorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  JAMES  ISLAND  AND  ST.  ANDREWS,  1 
McLEOD's,  April  14,  1863.         / 

Respectfully  forwarded.  I  reached  Fort  John- 
eon  some  twenty  minutes  after  the  engagement 
between  the  monitors  and  the  forts  and  batteries 
had _  commenced,  on  the  seventh  instant,  and, 
finding  that  the  mortar  at  Fort  Johnson  was  not 
effective,  the  range  being  too  great,  ordered  the 
firing  discontinued  after  two  shells  had  been 
thrown.  Battery  Glover  was  not  engaged  at 
any  time. 

Respectfully, 

S.  R.  GIST, 

Brigadier-General. 
ACTION  OF  APRIL  SEVENTH,  CHARLESTON  HARBOR. 

BATTERY  BEAUREGARD,  SULLIVAN'S  ISLAND  ) 
April  15,  1863.      '  / 

Captain  Wm.  Green,  A.  A.  G.  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
about  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh 
instant,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy's 
iron-clads,  which  had  previously  taken  a  position 
inside  the  bar,  were  steaming  up  main  ship 
channel.  I  ordered  the  long  roll  sounded,  and 
all  the  guns  of  this  battery  to  be  manned  forth- 
with, placing  those  men  who  were  riot  engaged 
at  the  pieces  in  a  position  so  as  to  be  protected 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  the 


leading  boat  came  within  range,  and  after  Moul- 
trie  and  Sumter  had  opened,  I  directed  the  fire 
of  two  rifled  guns  and  an  eight-inch  columbiad 
on  that  boat,  and  continued  to  fire  on  her,  until 
I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  her  intention  to 

Fass  the  forts.  I  fired  rapidly  at  first,  because 
saw  that  she  would  soon  reach  a  point  on 
which  my  rifled  guns  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear.  About  this  time  the  Ironsides  came  up 
and  exposed  her  broadside,  when  I  immediately 
directed  the  fire  of  the  same  guns  on  her,  and 
paid  more  attention  to  her  than  any  other  boat 
during  the  fight.  *[  occasionally  fired  a  shot  at 
the  Keokuk,  or  any  one  of  them  that  offered  a 
fair  mark  to  the  guns  used.  About  half-past 
four,  I  found  that  my  supply  of  rifled  projectiles 
and  eight-inch  solid  shot  was  getting  short.  I 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  sent  a  messenger 
to  the  fort  to  know  if  I  could  be  supplied,  but 
received  a  message  from  Brigadier-G-eneral  J.  H. 
Trapier,  in  the  meantime,  to  cease  firing  alto- 
gether. 

The  guns  that  were  engaged  were  manned 
alternately  by  detachments  from  Company  K, 
First  South  Carolina  artillery,  Lieutenant  W.  E. 
Erwin  commanding,  and  from  Company  B,  First 
infantry,  Captain  J.  H.  Warley  commanding.  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Ironsides  was  struck  sev- 
eral times  by  shot  from  this  battery,  and  I  think 
one  or  two  others  were  also  struck,  with  what 
effect  it  is  impossible  to  say,  except  from  reports 
since  the  engagement,  which  lead  us  to  believe 
that  the  enemy  were  considerably  damaged.  I 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  firing,  and 
the  cool,  deliberate,  and  determined  aspect 
which  characterized  both  men  and  officers  dur- 
ing the  engagement.  I  inclose  a  tabular  state- 
ment of  the  amount  and  kinds  of  ammunition 
expended.  The  enemy  fired  several  rounds  at 
us,  none  of  which  took  effect.  There  were  no 
casualties  from  any  cause  whatever. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.   A.   SlTGREAVES, 

Captain,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  ENGAGEMENT  OF  SEVENTH  OF  APRIL,  1863. 

HEADQUARTERS  DETACHMENT  FIRST  INFANTRY,  1 
BATTERY  BEE,  April  13th,  1863.         j 

Captain  Wm.  Green,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at 
about  half-past  two  P.  M.,  on  Tuesday,  the 
seventh  instant,  the  officer  of  the  day  reported 
to  me  that  the  monitor  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
accompanied  by  the  Ironsides,  was  approach- 
ing. I  immediately  ordered  the  long  roll  beat ; 
the  guns  were  manned,  and  everything  got  in 
readiness  for  action.  On  reaching  the  battery, 
nine  (9)  iron-clads,  including  the  Ironsides,  were 
observed  slowly  making  their  way  up  Ship 
channel.  At  this  time,  four  (4)  of  the  monitors 
proper  were  in  line  of  battle  in  advance,  the 
Ironsides  and  others  in  rear.  While  waiting 
the  nearer  approach  of  the  enemy,  instructions 
were  given  that  the  left  section  of  the  battery 
commanded  by  Captain  Warren  Adams,  should 
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commence  firing,  on  an  order  from  me,  to  be 
followed,  first  by  Captain  Wm.  T.  Tatum,  com- 
manding centre  section,  and  finally  by  Captain 
Robert  D.  Treville,  commanding  section  on  ex- 
treme right,  and  that  the  fire  should  be  concen- 
trated on  the  leading  vessel,  until  otherwise 
directed.  The  advance  vessels  still  numbering 
four,  took  their  positions,  alternately  ranging 
from  eighteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  yards 
from  this  battery.  At  three  o'clock  p.  M.,  Fort 
Moultrie  opened  on  the  enemy,  followed  by  Fort 
Sumter.  Ten  minutes  later  (ten  minutes  past 
three  p.  M.)  this  battery  opened  fire.  •  At  this 
time  the  fire  became  general  from  all  the  outer 
forts  and  batteries  in  the  harbor,  and  the  ad- 
vanced iron-clads  of  the  enemy,  which  fired 
slowly,  directing  their  fire  principally  at  Fort 
Sumter.  An  occasional  shot  was  fired  at  this 
battery,  none  of  them  doing  any  injury.  As  it 
was  believed  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was 
to  pass  the  batteries  and  enter  the  harbor,  the 
firing  at  first  was  rapid,  but  at  all  times  deliber- 
ate and  well  directed.  When  it  became  evident 
that  such  was  not  his  intention,  the  firing  from 
the  battery  became  slower,  and  continued  so 
until  the  Keokuk  advanced  in  close  range  to 
Fort  Sumter  and  this  battery,  at  which  time  the 
order  was  given  to  fire  more  rapidly  and  to 
concentrate  it  on  her.  Two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  (283)  solid  shot  were  fired  from  this  bat- 
tery— Captain  Adams  firing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  six,  Captain  Tatum,  eighty-four,  Captain 
De  Treville,  seventy-three.  Of  this  number 
many  were  distinctly  seen  to  strike  the  vessels 
aimed  at,  and  it  is  believed  doing  serious  dam- 
age in  many  instances. 

At  half-past  five  p.  M.,  the  enemy's  fleet  with- 
drew, and  all  firing  ceased.  The  officers  and 
men  of  this  command  did  their  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred 
at  this  battery,  and  believe  the  command  to  be 
as  effective  as  it  was  prior  to  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SIMKINS, 

Lieut. -Col.,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  W.  S.  GLASSELL  OF   VISIT   TO 
THE  KEOKUK. 

C.  S.  GUNBOAT  CHICORA,  1 

CHARLESTON  HARBOR,  April  13th,  1863.  j 

Brigadier- General  Ripley : 

GENERAL  :  Having  made  a  visit  to  the  Keokuk 
this  morning,  with  a  view  to  observing  the  j 
effect  of  your  batteries  upon  her  iron  turrets,  I  i 
succeeded  in  procuring  the  trophies,  which  it ' 
affords  me  much  pleasure  to  forward  to  you,  ! 
viz. :  two  United  States  flags,  two  pennants,  and  j 
three  signal  flags.  Several  other  articles  were  j 
also  obtained — a  rammer,  sponges,  lanterns,  &c.,  '•• 
which  are  on  board  the  Chicora. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  GLASSELL, 

First  Lieutenant,  C.  S.  N. 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY'S  REPORT  OF  THE 
OPERATIONS  OF  TROOPS  UNDER  HIS  COMMAND  FROM 
THE  EIGHTH  TO  THE  TWENTIETH  DAY  OF  JULY,  1863, 
INCLUSIVE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,     1 
CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  July  22, 1863.  j 

Brigadier-General   Thomas   Jordan,    Chief   of 

Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  daily  occurrences  of  my 
command,  commencing  on  the  eighth  instant,  on 
which  day  the  enemy's  iron-clad  fleet  appeared 
off  the  bar,  and  his  force  of  transports  at  sea 
and  in  the  Stono  River  was  largely  increased, 
indicating  the  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  city  of  Charleston.  With  the 
limited  force  at  my  command,  such  measures  as 
could  be  taken  to  guard  the  salient  points  of 
attack,  the  south  end  of  Morris  Island  and 
James  Island,  were  ordered,  and  directions  given 
for  the  disposition  of  troops  ordered  by  the 
commanding  General  for  reinforcements. 

On  the  ninth,  the  enemy  landed  a  strong  force 
on  Battery  Island  and  unmasked  works  on  Little 
Folly  bearing  upon  our  positions  at  the  south 
end  of  Morris.  The  works  at  that  point  were, 
from  various  causes,  incomplete,  and,  from  want 
of  transportation,  the  arrival  of  reinforcements 
was  tardy. 

Endeavors  were  made  to  strengthen  our  posi- 
tion on  Morris  Island,  but,  from  lack  of  force, 
no  great  improvement  was  accomplished. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  our  position  from 
Little  Folly  with  from  twenty  to  thirty  long- 
range  guns,  which  he  had  placed  in  battery  dur- 
ing the  night.  Soon  after  four  monitors  took 
position  to  the  north-east  of  the  position,  enfi- 
lading it  and  taking  some  of  the  batteries  in 
reverse.  Our  troops  defending  were  composed 
of  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers, 
under  Colonel  R,  T.  Graham  ;  two  companies  of 
the  First  South  Carolina  artillery,  under  Captains 
J.  C.  Mitchell  and  J.  R.  Macbeth,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  First  South  Carolina  infantry,  under 
Captain  Charles  T.  Haskell,  in  all  about  seven 
hundred,  with  the  following  artillery  placed  in 
position,  in  detached  batteries  along  the  shore, 
to  command  the  beach  and  the  crossing  from 
Little  Folly,  viz. :  three  eight-inch  navy  shell 
guns,  two  eight-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  one 
rifled  twenty-four-pounder^  one  thirty-pounder 
Parrott,  one  twelve-pounder  Whitworth,  and 
three  ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars,  in  all  eleven 
pieces. 

There  were  on  Morris  Island,  besides  two 
companies  of  artillery  under  Captains  Chiches- 
ter  and  Matthews,  the  garrison  of  Battery  Wag- 
ner, and  one  at  Battery  Gregg,  under  Captain 
Lesesne,  all  the  artillery  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel James  A.  Yates,  First  South  Carolina  artil- 
lery. After  about  three  hours'  furious  shelling 
from  the  enemy,  to  which  our  guns  steadily 
replied,  a  large  number  of  barges,  filled  with 
troops,  came  up  Little  Folly  River,  and,  under 
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cover  of  their  fire,  succeeded  in  effecting  a  land- 
ing at  Oyster  Point,  and  the  main  shore  of  Mor- 
ris Island.  The  enemy  advanced  immediately, 
driving  back  our  inferior  force  of  infantry,  arid 
succeeded  in  expelling  our  troops  from  the 
south  end  of  Morris  Island,  and  capturing  the 
artillery  above  named,  with  its  munitions.  This 
was  not  effected  without  a  severe  struggle,  in 
which  we  lost  two  hundred  and  ninety-four 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  among  whom  I 
mention,  with  especial  regret,  the  following 
officers  :  Captain  Cheves  and  Haskell,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bee,  who  had  rendered  important  service 
previous  to,  and  behaved  with  distinguished 
gallantry  in,  the  engagement. 

The  first  reinforcements,  Nelson's  Seventh 
battalion  South  Carolina  volunteers,  arrived  at 
the  close  of  the  action,  and  could  only  assist  in 
covering  the  retreat,  which  was  made  under  the 
flank  fire  of  the  monitors  to  Battery  Wagner, 
where  our  troops  were  formed  to  resist  further 
advances,  and  the  guns  of  which  opened  on  the 
pursuing  enemy.  Fort  Sumter  and  Battery 
Gregg  also  opened  fire,  and  put  a  stop  to  their 
proceedings  for  the  day. 

In  the  evening  Battery  Wagner  was  rein- 
forced by  Colonel  Olmstead's  command  of  Geor- 
gia troops,  and  the  garrison  kept  on  the  alert 
for  defending  it  against  an  attack.  This  occur- 
red at  dawn  on  the  eleventh,  when  the  enemy 
advanced  upon  the  work  in  two  columns  and 
made  a  desperate  assault,  which  was  gallantly 
and  decidedly  repulsed,  with  a  loss  to  the  ene- 
my which  may  safely  be  estimated  at  over  eight 
hundred  men.  Our  burying  parties  interred 
over  one  hundred  inside  of  our  lines,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  were  taken  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was  one  officer  and  five  privates 
killed,  and  one  officer  and  five  privates  wounded. 
The  enemy  on  land  remained  comparatively 
quiet  during  the  day,  Being  engaged  burying 
his  dead  and  strengthening  his  position.  Three 
monitors  and  three  wooden  gunboats  engaged 
and  bombarded  the  fort. 

On  the  twelfth,  Brigadier-General  Hagood 
took  command  of  the  positions  on  James  Island. 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  works  on  Morris  Island.  The 
armament  of  the  fort  was  increased  by  four 
twelve-pounder  howitzers,  under  Colonel  Du 
Pass  and  Lieutenant  Waties,  and  two  thirty- 
two-pouiider  carronades,  on  siege  carriages. 
The  enemy's  shot  took  effect  on  the  steam-scow 
Manigault,  lying  at  a  partially  constructed  bat- 
tery at  Vincent's  Creek,  disabling  the  scow  and 
scattering  the  workmen.  Battery  Wagner  was 
shelled  by  the  enemy's  fleet  continuously  during  I 
the  day.  One  monitor  took  a  position  to  the  j 
northward,  apparently  to  enfilade  the  rear  of  the 
work.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  ordered  Bat- 
tery Gregg  to  open  rapidly,  which  it  did,  driv- 
ing the  monitor  off,  apparently  severely  injured, 
as  she  transferred  her  crew  at  once  to  one  of 
the  gunboats. 

On  the  thirteenth,  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  contin- 


ued preparations  were  made  against  M  renewed 
attack.  The  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers and  two  companies  of  the  First  South 
Carolina  artillery  were  relieved  by  the  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  and  a  detachment  of  Georgia 
artillery  under  Captain  Buckner.  The  land 
operations  of  the  enemy  consisted  in  erecting 
batteries  and  protections,  in  which  they  were 
interrupted  by  the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg.  The  gunboats  and  monitors 
kept  up  a  continued  shelling  throughout  the 
day,  with  but  slight  intermissions  when  they 
had  suffered  from  the  sea  fronts  of  Wagner  and 
Gregg.  In  the  evening  the  enemy  succeeded 
in  setting  fire  to  the  wreck  of  the  steam-scow 
Manigault,  in  Vincent  Creek. 

On  the  fourteenth,  two  regiments,  under  Bri- 
gadier-General A.  H.  Colquitt,  arrived,  which 
were  sent  to  James  Island  to  reinforce  Brigadier- 
General  Hagood's  command.  Brigadier-General 
Clingman's  command,  consisting  of  the  Eighth, 
Thirty-first,  Fifty-first  and  Sixty-first  North 
Carolina  regiments,  had  arrived  the  previous 
day,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fifty-first, 
were  stationed  on  James  Island. 

The  enemy's  wooden  gunboats  shelled  Bat- 
tery Wagner  during  the  day  at  long  range. 
During  the  night,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro 
threw  out  a  party,  one  hundred  and  fifty  strong, 
under  Major  Ryan,  of  the  Seventh  South  Caro- 
lina battalion,  which  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  from  his  rifle-pits,  extending  across  the 
island  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  back  upon  his  main  supports, 
inflicting  a  considerable  loss,  with  but  small 
upon  our  part. 

On  the  fifteenth  the  enemy  landed  troops  in 
force  on  Morris  Island,  and  there  were  indica- 
tions of  a  renewal  of  the  assault  on  the  fort. 
The  frigate  Ironsides  had  crossed  the  bar  on 
the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  During  the  day 
the  enemy^was  strengthening  his  position,  our 
troops  being  engaged  in  repairing  damages  and 
replying  to  the  enemy's  monitors,  gunboats  and 
sharpshooters.  The  Charleston  battalion,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  C.  Gaillard,  relieved  the 
Seventh  battalion  and  three  companies  of  the 
Twentieth  regiment  South  Carolina  volunteers ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  First  South 
Carolina  infantry,  relieved  Lieutenant-Colonel 
J.  A.  Yates,  in  command  of  the  artillery  on 
Morris  Island ;  Captain  Adams'  company,  of 
First  South  Carolina  infantry,  relieving  Captain 
Chichester's  company  of  artillery. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  enemy,  in  his  front,  on  James  Island. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  in  accordance 
with  instructions,  Brigadier-General  Hagood  ad- 
vanced against  the  enemy,  from  his  headquarters 
near  Secessionville,  James  Island,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  on  his  left,  and  making  an  ad- 
vance against  that  portion  of  their  force.  Two 
columns  made  the  attack,  one  led  by  Brigadier- 
General  A.  H.  Colquitt,  and  the  other  by  Briga- 
dier-General Hagood  in  person.  The  enemy  was 
protected  by  the  fire  of  his  gunboats  in  Stono 
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and  Little  Folly  Rivers.  Brigadier  -  General 
Hagood  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy,  about 
two  thousand  in  number,  from  James  Island, 
and  inflicting  upon  him  a  serious  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded,  capturing  fourteen  negroes  'be- 
longing to  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment. Not  the  least  important  of  these  opera- 
tions was  the  engagement  with  the  sloop  of  war 
Pawnee,  by  two  sections  of  Napoleon  guns, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Del. 
Kemper,  in  which  the  steamer  was  injured  and 
forced  to  retire.  General  Hagood's  loss  was 
three  killed,  twelve  wounded,  and  three  missing. 
The  enemy  withdrew  entirely  from  James 
Island,  to  Battery  Island,  when  General  Hagood 
advanced  his  pickets,  and  the  ground  has  been 
held  to  the  present  date,  twenty-second  July. 

At  Battery  Wagner  and  on  Morris  Island,  our 
troops  continued  their  work  of  repair,  subject 
to  a  continued  shelling  from  gunboats  and  moni- 
tors at  long  range. 

On  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy's  vessels  all 
disappeared  from  the  Stono,  and  his  troops 
were  concentrated  on  Little  Folly  and  Morris 
Islands.  Firing  from  the  enemy's  fleet  and  land 
batteries  was  kept  up  during  the  day  on  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  which  interfered  seriously  with 
the  transportation  to  Cummins'  Point.  This  has 
had,  ever  since,  to  be  carried  ou  at  night. 

On  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  the  Thirty- 
first  North  Carolina  regiment  relieved  Colonel 
Oldstead's  command  of  Georgia  troops,  and  Cap- 
tain Craven's  company  of  the  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers. 

The  work  of  repair  and  preparation  was  pro- 
ceeded with  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight 
on  the  eighteenth,  the  enemy's  land  and  sea 
batteries  opened  a/ew  d'enfer  upon  the  devoted 
work.  The  practice  was  rapid  in  the  extreme, 
from  the  Ironsides,  from  the  monitors,  and  from 
all  the  wooden  gunboats  which,  without  expos- 
ing themselves,  could  get  the  range.  According 
to  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro's  estimate,  over 
nine  thousand  shot  and  shell  were  thrown ;  but, 
as  if  by  the  special  interposition  of  Providence, 
our  loss  was  slight.  Indications  of  an  assault 
at  dusk  were  apparent,  and  the  guns  of  Sumter 
and  Battery  Gregg  were  in  preparation  to  open 
fire  over  Battery  Wagner  on  the  columns  of  the 
enemy.  Brigadier-General  Hagood  was  relieved 
from  the  command  of  James  Island,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  support  or  relieve  Brigadier-General 
Taliaferro,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  Thirty-second 
regiment  of  Georgians  proceeded  to  the  rein- 
forcement and  relief  of  the  garrison.  While  in 
passage,  the  assault  commenced,  which  was 
bravely  met  and  repulsed  with  terrific  slaughter 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  the  heroic  garrison 
and  its  commander,  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
who  directed  all  the  operations  until  the  final 
repulse. 

In  his  report  the  details  of  the  assault  and  its 
repulse  are  set  forth,  and  I  cannot  do  more  or 
better  than  to  second  his  commendations  of 
those  brave  officers  and  men  who  stood  the 
tempest  of  shot  and  shell  and  sent  back  the 


column  of  the  enemy  from  their  work,  with  a 
loss  which  may  safely  be  computed  at  about 
three  thousand  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 
Brigadier-General  Hagood,  with  Colonel  Harri- 
son's regiment,  assisted  in  the  final  repulse  of  a 
party  who  had  made  a  lodgment  in  the  south- 
eastern salient  of  the  battery. 

The  carnage  of  the  enemy  in  the  confined 
space  in  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  was  extreme. 
The  ditch  and  glacis  were  encumbered  with  the 
slain  of  all  ranks  and  colors,  for  the  enemy  had 
put  the  poor  negroes,  whom  they  had  forced 
into  an  unnatural  service,  in  front,  to  be,  as  they 
were,  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  The  white 
Colonel  who  commanded  them  fell  with  many 
officers  of  the  regiment,  the  Fifty-fourth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  colors  under  which  they  were 
sent  to  butchery  by  hypocrisy  and  inhumanity, 
fell  draggled  in  blood  and  sand  in  the  ditch,  a 
mournful  memorial  of  the  waste  of  industry. 

This  result  was  not  accomplished  without  a 
loss  on  our  part  of  brave  officers  and  men, 
though  of  those  who  in  the  struggle  battled  for 
the  right,  the  proportion  who  fell  was  far  less 
than  that  of  their  enemy. 

In  this  engagement,  our  loss  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  missing,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four.  Among  the  officers,  whose  loss  we  have 
to  lament,  and  whose  position  and  services  en- 
title them  to  special  mention,  were  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  C.  Simkins,  of  the  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  Captain  William  H.  Ryan,  Charleston 
battalion,  Captain  W.  ,T.  Tatum,  First  South 
Carolina  infantry,  who  were  killed ;  and  Major 
David  Ramsay  of  the  Charleston  battalion,  who 
was  severely  wounded.  Other  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  fell,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in 
the  reports  of  their  several  commanders,  and 
whose  memories  should  be  cherished  by  a  grate- 
ful country.  While  the  assault  on  Battery  Wag- 
ner was  progressing,  Battery  Gregg,  under  Cap- 
tain Lesesne,  and  the  batteries  of  Fort  Sumter, 
under  Colonel  Alfred  Rhett,  kept  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  ground  over  which  the  enemy 
advanced,  until  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  ad- 
vanced his  pickets  to  the  front,  when  they 
ceased,  and  the  narrow  field  of  battle  was  quiet 
for  the  night. 

Brigadier- General  Taliaferro,  who  had  been 
in  command  and  on  trench  duty  for  five  days, 
was  relieved  in  the  morning,  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Hagood. 

This  report,  ending  with  the  second  repulse 
of  the  enemy  from  Battery  Wagner,  will  be  con- 
tinued from  that  time.  The  operations  of  the 
enemy  from  that  date,  within  the  limits  of  my 
command,  have  changed  their  character.  In 
closing  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  express  my  high 
appreciation  of  the  distinguished  services  of 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro.  who  commanded 
the  troops  in  Battery  Wagner  with  great  ability 
and  gallantry,  and  repulsed  the  memorable  as- 
sault of  the  eighteenth,  and  of  the  excellent  con- 
duct of  Brigadier-Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt, 
as  evidenced  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, on  the  sixteenth.  Besides  these,  Colonel 
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Graham,  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers; 
Colonels  Olmstead  and  Harrison,  of  the  Georgia 
volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  P.  C.  Gailjard, 
Charleston  battalion ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates, 
Captains  J.  C.  Mitchell,  Lesesne,  First  South 
Carolina  artillery  ;  Captains  Chichester,Mathews, 
Buckner,  Dixon,  Du  Pass,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Harris  and  Captains  Ramsay  and  Barnwell, 
engineers,  deserve  especial  consideration  for 
their  gallant  and  valuable  services. 

The  Signal  corps,  under  Lieutenant  Markoe, 
have  been  actively  employed,  and  that  officer 
has  reported  Sergeant  J.  E.  Edgerton,  privates 
W.  S.  Lance,  E.  W.  Martin,  W.  D.  Du  Barry,  A. 
Grimball,  and  F.  K.  Huger,  for  zeal  and  gallantry 
in  performing  their  duties  under  the  heavy  and 
continuous  fire  of  the  enemy. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  activity, 
the  officers  serving  upon  the  district  staff  have 
performed  their  duty  in  such  manner  as  to  en- 
able me  to  rely  with  confidence  upon  their  fur- 
ther exertions  during  the  continuance  of  the 
contest.  I  feel  it  proper  to  refer,  with  special 
commendation,  to  Captain  William  F.  Nance, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  whom  I  have  more 
than  once  recommended  for  promotion,  and 
whose  services  become  steadily  more  valuable 
as  they  become  more  arduous.  I  have  also  to 
express  my  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
their  respective  and  laborious  duties  have  been 
discharged  by  Majors  Motte  A.  Pringle  andC.  H. 
Juber,  Quartermasters,  and  Captain  C.  C.  Pinck- 
ney,  Ordnance  Officer,  Captain  B.  H.  Read,  A.  A. 
G.  and  Lieutenant  Schhierle,  A.  A.  D.  C.,  were 
present  and  actively  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  the  sixteenth.  Lieutenants  Rogers  and  Wag- 
ner, A.  D.  C.  have  been  continuously  employed. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  Major 
J.  Motte  Middleton,  and  Captain  Thomas  D.  Ea- 
spu,  upon  my  personal  staff. 

The  limits  of  this  report  are  such,  that  it  may 
be  that  many  things  are  omitted  which  should 
be  mentioned  to  the  credit  of  many  meritorious 
officers,  and  these  I  will  endeavor  to  mention  in 
a  supplement. 

Accompanying,  are  the  reports  of  Colonel  R. 
T.  Graham,  of  the  action  of  the  tenth  instant, 
and  of  the  assault  on  the  rooming  of  the  eleventh  ; 
of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro,  of  the  operations 
of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  from  the  thir- 
teenth to  the  nineteenth  instant,  inclusive ; 
of  Brigadier-General  Hagood.  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy's  pickets  on  James  Island, 
and  with  the  Pawnee,  in  the  Stono  ;  of  Lieuten- 
ant Markoe,  Signal  Officer,  and  of  all  subordinate 
commanders. 

I  also  enclose  tabular  lists  of  the  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing,  and  list  of  prisoners  captured 
during  the  period  of  this  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 

Brigadier-General ,  commanding. 

Upon  which  appears  the  following  indorse- 
ment: 


HEADQUARTERS  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA,  1 
CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  August  1,  1863.  J 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Department.  I  see  but  little  to  add  to 
this  clear  and  full  report  of  recent  operations  in 
this  quarter,  submitted  by  the  commanding 
General  of  this  district,  whose  disposition  of 
troops  and  general  conduct  of  the  responsible 
duties  intrusted  to  him,  I  beg  to  commend  to 
the  special  notice  of  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent. 

In  connection,  however,  with  this  relation  of 
events,  between  the  ninth  and  nineteenth  ultimo, 
I  beg  to  call  attention  to  my  letters  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  the  tenth  May  and  twentieth 
July,  and  one  to  General  Cooper,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector-General,  dated  June  fifteenth,  as  con- 
taining information  essential  for  a  proper  knowl- 
edge of  the  situation. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  express  my  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  engaged,  especially  those  mentioned  by 
Brigadier  -Generals  Ripley  and  Taliaferro,  and  by 
subordinate  commanders. 

The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro 
during  the  operations  of  the  eighteenth  of  July, 
and  the  assault  on  Battery  Wagner  that  night, 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  present  on 
that  occasion,  behaved  in  the  emergency  with 
characteristic  and  conspicuous  coolness,  energy 
and  professional  skill.  He  aided  materially  to 
repulse  the  enemy.  Accompanying  are  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  viz. : 

Report  of  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  and 
subordinate  commanders,  marked  "  A  ;"  report 
of  Colonel  R.  T.  Graham  and  subordinate  com- 
manders, marked  il  B ;"  report  of  Lieutenant  F. 
Markoe,  commanding  Signal  corps,  marked  "  C  ;" 
list  of  officers  and  men  captured  lay  our  forces 
on  Morris  Island,  marked  "  D  ;"  papers  relative 
to  exchange  of  wounded  prisoners,  marked  "  E ;" 
and  list  of  negro  prisoners,  marked  "  F." 
G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 

Genera],  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  WILLIAM  B.  TALIA- 
FERRO OF  THE  BOMBARDMENT  AND  ASSAULT  OF  FORT 
WAGNER,  JULY  EIGHTEENTH,  1863. 

CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,        ) 
July  21,  1863.  j 

Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the 
information  of  the  Brigadier-General  comimand- 
ng  the  District  of  South  Carolina,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  of  my  command,  on  Morris 
[sland,  during  the  week  commencing  Monday, 
the  thirteenth  instant,  and  particularly  the  oc- 
currences of  Saturday,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
which  terminated  in  a  most  decisive  and  over- 
whelming repulse  of  the  enemy : 

On  Monday,  the  thirteenth  instant,  I  made 
such  an  inspection  of  parts  of  the  island  as  the 
imited  means  at  my  disposal  offered,  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  relieved  Colonel  Graham  of 
the  command  of  the  troops,  including  the  garri- 
sons of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg. 
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I  found  that  the  abolitionists  occupied  the 
island,  in  force,  from  the  southern  part  to 
Gregg's-  Hill,  upon  which  they  were  already 
erecting  batteries,  and  had  constructed  a  signal 
station ;  that  they  had  thrown  forward  their 
skirmishers  to  a  point  indicated  by  a  single 
palmetto  tree,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  to  their 
front,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Fort  Wagner,  at  which  last  post,  the  undulating 
and  successive  ranges  of  sand  hills  shielded 
them  and  their  operations  from  our  view.  * 

In  the  course  of  the  morning,  their  riflemen 
gave  us  some  annoyance,  and  during  the  day, 
the  wooden  vessels  of  their  fleet,  aided  by  one 
turreted  iron-clad,  attacked  our  works,  throwing 
some  three  hundred  heavy  shell  and  shot.  I 
determined  to  make  a  slight  reconnoissance  at 
night  (to  feel  the  enemy  and  to  add  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  garrison),  and  ordered  a  party 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  from 
various  commands,  under  Major  Ryan,  of  Nel- 
son's South  Carolina  battalion,  to  push  forward, 
drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  feel  its  way 
until  it  encountered  a  heavy  supporting  force. 
This  duty  was  gallantly  and  well  performed. 
Major  Ryan  pushed  the  pickets  arid  first  reserve 
back  upon  a  reserve  brigade,  in  such  disorder 
that  the  latter  fired  upon  their  retreating  com- 
panies, inflicting  a  heavy  loss,  in  addition  to 
the  punishment  already  inflicted  by  Major 
Ryan. 

I  established  rifle-pits  some  two  hundred 
yards  outside  the  works  (the  nearest  practicable 
point),  and  made  such  dispositions  for  holding 
the  post  against  assaults  (by  assigning  each 
command  its  particular  position,  &c.)  as  were 
necessary. 

On  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  the 
bombardment  was  kept  up  from  the  fleet  from 
ten  until  five  each  day ;  the  average  number  of 
projectiles  thrown  at  the  works  being  three  hun- 
dred 'daily ;  the  casualties  being  few,  and  the 
damage  to  the  fort  inappreciable,  our  work  hav- 
ing been  directed  up  to  this  time,  not  to  repairs, 
but  to  improvements  at  Forts  Wagner  and 
Gregg.  During  these  three  days,  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  the  sand-hills,  erected  batteries 
on  land,  the  nearest  being  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  off,  and  others  extending  from  Gregg's 
Hill  to  the  left,  and  distant  about  one  mile  and 
three-quarters  from  Fort  Wagner.  These  bat- 
teries were  gradually  unmasked,  and  were,  with 
the  exception  of  the  first,  entirely  without  range 
of  our  guns. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  eighteenth  instant, 
at  8.15  A.  M.,  the  enemy  having  disclosed  his  land 
batteries,  brought  up  to  their  support  his  entire 
fleet,  consisting  of  the  Ironsides,  flag  ship  ;  five 
monitors,  and  a  large  number  of  wooden  steam 
gun-ships.  With  this  immense  circle  of  fire  by 
land  and  sea,  he  poured,  for  eleven  hours,  with- 
out cessation  or  intermission,  a  storm  of  shot  and 
shell  upon  Fort  Wagner,  which  is,  perhaps,  un- 
equalled in  history. 

My  estimation  is  that  not  less  than  nine  thou- 
sand solid  shot  and  shell  of  all  sizes,  from  fifteen- 


inch  downwards,  were  hurled  during  this 
period,  at  the  work ;  the  estimate  of  others  is 
very  much  greater.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  on 
this  day  consisted  of  the  Charleston  battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard  (whose  position  ex- 
tended from  the  sally-port,  in  LightxHouse  Inlet 
Creek  on  the  right,  to  the  left  until  it  rested  on 
Colonel  McKeatchin's  regiment,  Fifty-first  North 
Carolina),  which  extended  to  the  gun-chamber, 
opposite  the  bomb-proof  door,  at  which  point, 
and  extending  along  the  face  of  the  work  to  the 
left,  to  the  sally-port  next  to  Fort  Gregg,  the 
Thirty-first  North  Carolina,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Knight,  occupied  the  work.  These  positions  for 
the  infantry  were  verified  by  frequent  inspec- 
tions, and  the  several  commands  were  required 
to  sleep  in  position,  and  each  man  was  instructed 
as  to  the  exact  point  which  he  should  occupy, 
and  which  in  any  moment  of  confusion  he  would 
be  required  to  gain  and  hold.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  small  portion  of  the  Thirty-first  North 
Carolina  were  held  as  a  reserve  in  the  parade, 
and  a  part  occupied  the  parapet  just  to  the  right 
of  the  sally-port.  On  the  outside  of  the  fort  two 
companies  of  the  Charleston  battalion  held  the 
sand-hills  along  the  beach,  and  their  face  extend- 
ing from  the  sally-port  to  the  sea  beach. 

The  artillerists  occupied  the  several  gun-cham- 
bers, and  two  light  field  pieces  were  placed  in 
battery,  outside  of  the  fort  on  the  traverse,  near 
the  sally-port.  The  artillery  command  consisted 
of  Captains  Tatum  and  Adams'  First  South  Caro- 
lina infantry,  Buckner  and  Dixon's  Sixty-third 
Georgia  heavy  artillery,  and  Captain  Du  Pass, 
commanding  light  artillery,  all  under  the  general 
command  of  LieutenankColonel  Simkins,  Chief 
of  Artillery.  The  infantry,  except  the  Charleston 
battalion,  and  the  artillery,  except  the  gun 
detachments,  were  placed,  shortly  after  the 
shelling  commenced,  under  cover  of  the  bomb- 
proofs.  The  first-named  battalion,  with  a  heroic 
intrepidity  never  surpassed,  animated  by  the 
splendid  example  of  their  field  officers,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Gaillard  and  Major  Ramsay,  had  no 
protection,  except  such  as  the  parapet  afforded 
them,  yet  maintained  their  position  without 
flinching,  during  the  entire  day.  The  ten-inch 
gun  was  fired  at  intervals  of  ten  to  fifteen  min- 
utes, against  the  iron-clads,  and  the  heavy  guns 
on  the  land  face,  whenever  the  working  parties 
or  cannoniers  of  the  enemy  on  the  land  showed 
themselves  within  range.  The  mortar  in  charge 
of  Captain  Tatum  was  fired  every  half  hour. 

The  casualties  during  the  day,  from  the  bom- 
bardment, did  not  exceed  eight  killed  and 
twenty  wounded. 

About  ten  o'clock,  the  flag  halyards  were  cut, 
and  the  Confederate  flag  blew  over  into  the  fort. 
Instantly  Major  Ramsay,  of  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion, Lieutenant  Rudick,  Sixty-third  Georgia 
(artillery),  Sergeant  Shelton,  and  private  Flynn, 
Charleston  battalion,  sprang  forward  and'  re- 
placed it  on  the  ramparts,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  Captain  Barnwell,  of  the  engineers,  dashed 
out,  seized  a  battle-flag,  and  erected  it  by  the 
side  of  the  garrison  flag.  This  flag  was  subse- 
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quently  shot  away,  and  replaced  by  private  Gr. 
G-illeland,  Charleston  battalion. 

As  night  approached,  the  increased  severity 
of  the  bombardment  plainly  indicated  that  an 
assault  would  be  made,  and  orders  were  issued 
to  the  command  to  prepare  to  man  the  ram- 
parts. 

At  a  quarter  to  eight,  the  lines  of  the  enemy 
were  seen  advancing,  and  the  bombardment 
slackened  to  an  occasional  shell  from  the  ships 
and  land  batteries.  As  the  enemy  advanced 
they  were  met  by  a  shower  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter from  our  guns,  and  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry 
from  the  Charleston  battalion  and  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina.  These  two  commands  gallantly 
maintained  their  position,  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  quickly  from  their  front,  with  immense 
slaughter. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  left  of  the  work,  the 
Thirty-first  North  Carolina  could  not  be  induced 
to  occupy  their  position,  and  ingloriously  de- 
serted the  ramparts,  when,  no  resistance  being 
offered  at  this  point,  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
pushing  forward,  entered  the  ditch,  and  ascended 
the  work,  at  the  extreme  left  salient  of  the  land 
face,  and  occupied  it. 

I  at  once  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard 
to  keep  up  a  severe  enfilading  fire  to  his  left, 
and  directed  the  field  pieces  on  the  left  of  the 
fort,  outside  of  the  sally-port,  to  direct  their  fire 
to  the  right,  so  as  to  sweep  the  ditch  and  exte- 
rior slope  of  that  part  qf  the  work  thus  occupied, 
and  thus  at  the  same  time  prevented  the  enemy 
from  being  supported  at  that  point,  and  cut  off 
all  hope  or  his  escape. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  after  a  brief 
attempt  to  pass  over  the  field  of  fire,  retreated 
under  the  fire  of  our  artillery  and  the  shells  of 
Fort  Sumter,  and  must  have  suffered  heavily  as 
long  as  they  were  within  the  range  of  our  guns. 

Colonel  Harris,  of  the  engineers,  to  whose 
skill  I  am  much  indebted,  and  whose  coolness 
and  gallantry  were  most  conspicuous  during  the 
previous  day,  placed  a  howitzer  on  the  right  of 
the  fort  outside  the  beach,  and  co-operated  with 
the  guns  on  the  left. 

Thinking  it  advisable  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
at  once,  before  they  had  time  to  communicate 
their  temporary  success,  I  called  for  volunteers 
to  dislodge  them.  This  call  was  promptly  met 
by  Major  McDonald,  of  the  Fifty-first  North 
Carolina  infantry,  and  by  Captain  Ryan,  Charles- 
ton battalion.  I  selected  Captain  Ryan's  com- 
pany, and  directed  them  to  charge  the  enemy  in 
the  salient. 

This  work  they  advanced  to  with  great  spirit, 
but  unfortunately  Captain  Ryan  was  killed  at 
the  moment  of  the  advance,  and  his  men  hesi- 
tated, and  the  opportunity  was  lost. 

Wherever  the  enemy  showed  themselves  a 
sharp  fire  was  kept  up  upon  them  by  the  Fifty- 
first  North  Carolina,  and  after  considerable  in- 
jury thus  inflicted,  a  party  of  the  Thirty-second 
Georgia  regiment  having  been  sent  along  the 
parapet  to  the  left  and  on  the  top  of  the  maga- 
zine to  approach  their  rear,  they  surrendered. 


In  front  of  the  fort,  the  scene  of  carnage  is 
indescribable.  The  repulse  was  overwhelming, 
and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been 
less  than  two  thousand  (2,000)  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prisoners,  perhaps  much  more. 

Our  loss  I  estimate  at  fifty  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  wounded,  but  will  forward  an 
exact  return. 

The  assailants  consisted  of  troops  from  Con- 
necticut, Pennsylvania,  New  Hamphire,  Ohio, 
and  New  York,  and  the  Fifty-fourth  Massachu- 
setts negro  regiment  (under  Colonel  Shaw,  who 
was  killed),  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Strong.  The  supports  were  commanded 
by  Brigadier-G-eneral . 

I  will  hereafter  make  a  supplementary  report, 
and  give  such  details  as  may  be  required. 

As  to  the  damage  done  to  the  work  and  guns, 
I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
the  Engineer  Officer  and  Chief  of  Artillery, 
which  will  be  forwarded. 

I  will  remark  this,  whilst  the  injury  done  to 
the  work  is  considerable,  it  is  much  less  than 
could  have  been  expected,  and  the  damage  to 
the  guns,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  repaired  in  a  short 
time. 

In  conclusion,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  men- 
tion the  disgraceful  conduct  of  the  Thirty-first 
North  Carolina  infantry,  I  am  proud  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  gallantry  of  the 
other  troops. 

Colonel  McKeatchin's  regiment,  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  infantry,  redeemed  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Thirty-first  regiment.  They  gal- 
lantly sought  their  positions  under  a  heavy 
shelling,  and  maintained  it  during  the  action. 
Colonel  McKeatchin,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hobson, 
and  Major  McDonald,  are  the  field-officers  of  this 
regiment,  and  deserve  special  mention. 

The  Charleston  battalion  distinguished  them- 
selves, not  only  by  their  gallantry,  but  by  their 
discipline,  and  cool  performance  of  their  duty, 
and  obedience  to  orders  under  the  excitement 
and  confusion  always  incident  to  a  night  attack. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gaillard,  and  the  brave 
Major  Ramsay,  who,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severe- 
ly wounded,  deserve  the  highest  expression  of 
commendation  for  their  conduct  during  the  bom- 
bardment and  assault. 

The  artillery  behaved  throughout  the  day 
with  remarkable  courage.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Simkins  had  a  most  severe  duty  to  perform  dur- 
ing the  day,  in  directing  the  operations  of  the 
artillery.  This,  unflinchingly  and  admirably,  he 
performed,  and  after  the  enemy's  heavy  guns 
had  ceased,  he  mounted  the  parapet  and  en- 
couraged the  infantry.  There,  on  the  ramparts, 
in  the  front,  this  admirable  soldier  and  accom- 
plished gentleman  sealed  his  devotion  to  our 
cause  by  an  early  but  most  heroic  death. 

Captains  Buckner  and  Dixon,  Sixty-third  Geor- 
gia, and  Captain  Adams,  First  South  Carolina 
infantry,  deserve  especial  mention  ;  but  I  desire 
to  bring  most  conspicuously  to  the  notice  of  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding,  the  name  of 
Lieutenant  Poore,  whose  coolness,  skill  and  gal- 
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lantry  were  unsurpassed.    I  regret  to  say  he 
was  severely  wounded. 

I  would  also  especially  mention  Lieutenant 
Waters,  commanding  the  field  pieces  on  the  left 
of  the  works,  who  was  conspicuous  for  his  gal- 
lantry, and  was  severely  wounded ;  and  the 
skill,  coolness,  and  gallantry  of  Captain  Du  Pass, 
who  assumed  command  of  his  pieces  after  his 
fall.  These  pieces  rendered  most  -important 
service. 

I  have  doubtless  omitted  the  names  of  many 
officers  whose  gallantry  should  be  recorded,  and 
shall,  in  a  subsequent  report,  endeavor  to  do 
justice  to  all. 

I  must,  in  conclusion,  mention  the  good  con- 
duct of  Sergeant  Williams,  of  Lieutenant  Poore's 
company,  and  Corporal  Conneway,  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia  battalion,  who  greatly  distin- 
guished themselves. 

To  the  officers  of  my  personal  staff  I  am  tinder 
obligations. 

I  lament  to  record  the  death  of  the  gallant 
Captain  Waring,  A.  A.  D.  Cv  and  the  wounding 
of  Captain  Twiggs,  Inspector-General,  and  Cap- 
tain Stony,  A.  D.  C.,  who  were  stricken  down, 
nobly  discharging  their  duty. 

To  Captain  Taliaferro,  A.  A.  G.,  Lieutenants 
Mazyck  and  Cunningham,  Ordnance  Officers,  and 
Meade,  A.  D.  C.,  and  to  Surgeon  Habersham, 
Major  Holcombe,  and  Captain  Boote,  I  tender 
my  thanks  for  their  aid,  &c.,  during  the  course 
of  the  week.  I  would  especially  mention  Cap- 
tain Barnwell,  of  the  engineers. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  week,  the  commands 
of  Colonel  Olmstead,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Capers, 
Major  Harney,  and  Major  Bosinger,  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Nelson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dant- 
zler,  and  the  artillery  under  the  admirable  man- 
agement of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tates,  with  such 
officers   as   Captains  Mathews  and  Chichester, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  bravery  and  zeal. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Brigadier-General. 

BRIGADIER  GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY'S  REPORT  OF  THE 
DEFENCE  OF  CHARLESTON,  FROM  THE  FIRST  TO  THE 
TWENTIETH  OF  AUGUST,  1863,  INCLUSIVE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,        } 
CHARLESTON,  August  21,  1863.  j 

Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of 
Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  va- 
rious 'operations  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
against  the  present  attack,  from  the  first  of  Au- 
gust, on  which  day  Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  of  the 
Twentieth  South  Carolina  volunteers,  relieved 
Brigadier-General  Clingman,  in  command  of  Bat- 
tery Wagner. 

The  work  of  repair  and  strengthening  Bat- 
tery Wagner  had  been  progressed  with  until  the 
battery  had  become  quite  as  strong  as  it  origi- 
nally was.  The  commanding  General  having  de- 
termined to  keep  up  an  increased  armament, 


spare  carriages  and  chassis  and  one  ten-inch 
gun  were  transported,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
tieth of  July,  to  Battery  Wagner,  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  getting  them  in  position.  This 
delicate  and  important  work  was  accomplished 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates, 
by  Captain  Frank  Harleston,  First  South  Caro- 
lina artillery,  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Lacoste,  with  Cap- 
tain Harleston's  company,  First  South  Carolina 
artillery,  assisted  by  heavy  details  from  the  gar- 
rison of  Battery  Wagner.  The  enemy  during 
the  day  was  principally  employed  on  his  works 
of  attack,  but  kept  up  an  occasional  fire  upon 
the  battery,  doing  no  damage. 

In  the  evening  he  opened  on  the  light  draft 
steamer  Chesterfield,  at  Cummins'  Point,  driving 
her  off,  and,  for  the  first  time,  attempting  to  in- 
terrupt our  communication  with  Morris  Island. 

The  Fifty-fourth  Georgia  regiment  was  re- 
lieved from  Morris  Island  by  the  Charleston  bat- 
talion. The  guns  of  Battery  Wagner  were  gen- 
erally silent  during  the  day.  Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Gregg  opened  upon  the  enemy  whenever 
they  were  observed  at  work  within  range.  Bat- 
tery Simpkins,  at  Shell  Point,  kept  up  a  steady 
fire. 

Our  works  in  process  of  erection  on  James' 
Island,  progressed  steadily,  and  the  troops  in 
that  locality  were  held  in  readiness  for  such 
movements  as  might  become  necessary,  under 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro. 

During  the  morning  of  the  second,  Battery 
Simkins  kept  up  its  fire  on  the  enemy's  works, 
which  did  not  reply  until  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  opened  sharply  from 
the  land  works  and  one  gunboat,  keeping  up  a 
fire  during  most  of  the  afternoon,  which  was  re- 
plied to  by  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg,  Simkins, 
and  Fort  Sumter.  At  night  the  enemy  again 
opened,  with  mortars  and  Parrott  guns,  towards 
Cummins'  Point,  to  cut  off  the  communication. 
No  material  damage  occurred,  and  in  other  por- 
tions of  this  command  all  was  quiet. 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  was  kept 
up  on  Battery  Wagner  quite  steadily  during  the 
morning  of  the  third,  having  the  effect  of  kill- 
ing one  man  and  wounding  two  officers  and 
twelve  privates,  most  of  them  slightly.  Bat- 
tery Wagner  replied  but  little  to  the  enemy's 
fire,  the  garrison  being  at  work.  The  carriages 
for  the  two  ten-inch  guns  proved  to  be  so  badly 
fitted  as  to  cause  delay  in  getting  them  ready 
for  service.  Fort  Sumter  and  the  exterior  bat- 
teries kept  up  a  fire  on  the  enemy's  advanced 
works.  At  night  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina 
volunteers  and  detachments  of  the  Fifty-first 
North  Carolina  regiment,  were  relieved  by  the 
Twenty-first  South  Carolina  volunteers.  As  the 
communication  by  means  of  steamers  was  quite 
dangerous,  the  exchange  was  effected  by  means 
of  small  boats,  manned  by  crews  from  the  navy. 

These  performed  their  duty  well,  and  my 
thanks  are  due  to  Flag  Officer  J.  R.  Tucker,  C. 
S.  N.,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command, 
for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered. 

The  fourth  passed  very  quietly  on  Morris 
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Island,  there  being  very  little  firing  on  either 
side.  Only  the  usual  duties  occurred  in  other 
parts  of  the  command. 

On  the  fifth,  the  two  ten-inch  guns  and  other 
armament  of  Battery  Wagner  were  in  readiness 
for  action.  The  enemy  showing  but  little  dispo- 
sition to  engage  with  his  iron-clads,  the  ten-inch 
guns  were  kept  masked  until  such  time  as  he 
should  come  to  close  action.  On  land  he  was 
busy  putting  down  mortar  platforms.  His  fire 
was  principally  from  Cohorn  mortars  at  our 
sharpshooters  from  the  Twentieth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers  and  the  Charleston  battalion, 
who,  armed  with  Whitworth  rifles,  caused  him 
serious  annoyance. 

During  the  night  the  Eighth  North  Carolina 
relieved  the  Nineteenth  G-eorgia,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, Captains  Chichester's  and  Mathews'  com- 
panies of  artillery,  relieved  Captains  Miles'  and 
Hunter's.  The  different  detachments  of  artil- 
lery from  light  batteries  and  siege  trains  were 
also  changed.  This  work  was  accomplished,  as 
before,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Motte  A. 
Pringle,  Quartermaster,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  navy. 

The  enemy  having  established  an  annoying 
picket  guard  at  an  unfinished  battery  at  the 
mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek,  he  was  attacked,  at 
about  nine  o'clock,  by  a  party  from  the  navy 
and  from  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, under  Lieutenant  Commanding  Warley  of 
the  Confederate  States  steamer  Chicora,  Captain 
Sellers  commanding  the  land  forces.  The  party 
proceeded  in  four  boats,  guided  by  Mr.  J.  Fra- 
ser  Mathews,  to  the  northern  entrance  of  Light- 
house Creek,  where  Captain  Sellers  landed  and 
proceeded  against  the  enemy's  picket.  Lieu- 
tenant Warley,  with  two  boats,  went  round  to 
the  mouth  of  Vincent's  Creek  to  cut  of  the  ene- 
my's barges.  A  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  one  boat,  with  one 
Captain  and  ten  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  enemy,  of  which  the  Captain 
and  four  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
were  wounded,  one  mortally.  The  remainder 
of  the  enemy's  party  were  driven  off  in  another 
boat  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  undoubtedly 
caused  them  some  damage.  On  our  side,  one 
private  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  vol- 
'unteers  was  killed. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  relieved  Colonel 
Keitt  in  the  command  of  our  forces  on  Morris 
Island  on  the  sixth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Welsh- 
man Brown  relieving  Major  Waiieyiri  command 
of  the  artillery.  The  Sixty-first  North  Carolina 
regiment  relieved  the  Charleston  battalion  dur- 
ing the  night.  The  operations  of  the  enemy  were 
very  quietly  conducted.  Throughout  the  com- 
mand the  work  of  preparation  went  on,  Fort 
Sumter  and  Battery  Simkins  firing  occasionally, 
during  the  day,  whenever  the  enemy's  parties 
were  working  within  range. 

A  thirty-two-pounder,  rifled,  was  transported 
to  and  mounted  on  Battery  Wagner  during  the 
night  of  the  sixth,  and  the  works  on  both  sides 


progressed  without  interruption  throughout  the 
seventh,  except  from  sharpshooters,  of  whom 
ours  from  Battery  Wagner  annoyed  the  enemy 
to  a  considerable  extent.  At  night,  being  at- 
tracted by  the  communication  of  a  steamer  with 
Cummins'  Point,  the  enemy  sent  up  a  rocket 
from  the  fleet  opposite  Battery  Wagner,  when 
his  land  batteries  opened  heavily  on  the  supposed 
locality  of  the  steamer,  and  kept  up  the  fire  until 
near  daylight.  It  was  replied  to  by  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  Battery  Simkins.  No  damage  was  done 
to  the  steamer. 

On  the  eighth  a  working  party  of  the  enemy 
was  discovered  to  the  east  of  Black  Island,  either 
building  a  bridge  or  battery.  It  was  opened 
upon  from  Battery  Haskell,  and  the  work  ceased 
for  the  time.  During  the  day  the  firing  at  in- 
tervals from  Sumter,  Gregg,  and  Simkins  was 
kept  up ;  but  the  enemy  remained  comparatively 
quiet  until  evening,  when  he  opened  with  mor- 
tars and  Parrott  guns,  principally  on  Battery 
Wagner,  keeping  up  the  cannonade  until  near 
five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth. 

On  the  ninth  operations  were  continued,  the 
enemy  being  greatly  annoyed  by  our  sharp- 
shooters, and  occasionally  opening  lire  with  great 
spirit  and  rapidity,  to  endeavor  to  dislodge  them. 
At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  ene- 
my's land  batteries  opened,  shelling  briskly  from 
their  mortars  towards  Battery  Wagner  and  the 
landing  at  Cummins'  Point. 

During  the  night  of  the  ninth  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  regiment  was  relieved  by  Colonel 
Olmstead's  command  of  Georgia  troops,  and  the 
detachment  of  couriers  from  the  Fifth  South 
Carolina  cavalry  by  others  of  the  same  regiment. 

On  the  tenth  the  enemy  were  very  busily  at 
work,  and  although  Fort  Sumter  and  Battery 
Simkins  kept  up  a  steady  fire,  they  caused  him 
but  little  interruption,  and  he  succeeded  in  ap- 
proaching about  one  hundred  yards  in  advance 
of  his  former  position  of  attack. 

During  the  day  he  kept  quiet,  except  firing 
from  his  sharpshooters,  which  was  replied  to 
with  spirit  and  effect  by  ours,  until,  at  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  his  land  batteries, 
of  both  mortar  and  Parrott  guns,  opened  briskly. 
No  great  damage  was  effected  beyond  knocking 
off  the  wheel  of  a  carronade,  which  was  soon 
replaced. 

Colonel  Harrison,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Georgia 
regiment,  relieved  Brigadier-General  Hagood  in 
command  of  our  troops  on  Morris  Island,  but  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  interfered  seriously  with  the 
relief  of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island,  he  having 
erected  a  large  Drummond  light  in  a  position  to 
brightly  illuminate  the  landing.  The  steamers 
engaged  in  the  transfer  were  withdrawn,  and  the 
relief  discontinued  for  the  night. 

Colonel  Olmstead  relieved  Colonel  Graham  in 
the  command  of  Fort  Johnson,  which  was  made 
a  depot  for  the  troops  relieving  the  garrison  of 
Morris  Island.  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  A.  Yates 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  artillery  at 
Batteries  Simkins  and  Cheves,  and  at  Fort  John- 
son. 
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At  about  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh,  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  moni- 
tors opened  heavily  on  Battery  Wagner,  but  the 
monitors  soon  withdrew.  The  fire  from  the 
land  batteries  was,  however,  kept  up  with  more 
or  less  spirit  during  the  day,  and  replied  to  by 
Fort  Sumter,  Batteries  Simkins  and  Gregg.  The 
damage  to  our  works  was  slight. 

During  the  night  of  the  eleventh  the  relief  of 
the  garrison  by  fresh  troops  was  accomplished, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  boats  of  the  navy. 
So  soon  as  it  had  been  finished,  Colonel  Harrison 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy's  working  parties 
nearest  Battery  Wagner,  interfering  with  and 
putting  a  stop  for  the  time  to  their  progress. 

Fort  Sumter  and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  up 
a  steady  fire  on  the  approaches.  The  enemy  re- 
plied from  his  land  batteries,  Parrotts,  and 
mortars,  doing  some  damage  to  the  bomb- 
proofs,  but  without  inflicting  any  casualty  on 
our  side. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  the  enemy 
opened  with  two-hundred-pound  Parrott  shot 
and  shell  upon  Fort  Sumter  from  his  batteries 
near  the  foot  of  Craig's  Hill,  on  Morris  Island, 
a  distance  of  about  five  thousand  yards.  Wher- 
ever the  shot  struck  light  masonry  it  did  serious 
damage.  The  heavy  masonry  of  concrete  and 
the  revetments  of  sand  were  not  materially 
damaged.  The  fort  was  struck  seventeen  times. 
The  transport  steamer  Hibben,  lying  at  the  wharf 
of  Fort  Sumter,  was  shot  through  her  boiler, 
scalding  and  injuring  nine  negro  hands  on 
board. 

The  enemy  was  observed  from  Battery  Wag- 
ner building  a  work  at  their  extreme  left.  Colonel 
Rhett,  commanding  Fort  Sumter ;  Captain  Mitch- 
ell, commanding  Battery  Simkins,  and  Captain 
Lesesne,  commanding  Battery  Gregg,  directed 
their  fire  upon  his  parties,  which  were  dispersed 
and  the  work  stopped. 

At  dark  Battery  Wagner  opened  on  the  ene- 
my's works  immediately  in  its  front  with  eight 
guns,  and  kept  a  steady  fire,  at  intervals,  through- 
out the  night.  Sumter  and  Simkins  also  kept 
up  a  steady  fire,  and  no  progress  in  advance  was 
made  by  the  enemy.  His  rearmost  batteries, 
however,  were  in  progress,  and  a  continued 
reply  was  kept  to  the  fire  of  Battery  Wagner, 
with  shots  at  Battery  Gregg  to  interrupt  com- 
munication. 

The  effect  was  to  kill  one  and  wound  four  of 
the  garrison  at  Battery  Wagner,  and  I  regret  to 
add  that  of  the  latter  Captain  J.  C.  Gray,  of  Lu- 
cas's battalion  of  artillery,  a  gallant  and  accom- 
plished young  officer  of  high  promise,  was  mor- 
tally injured.  He  has  since  died. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  enemy  several  times  un- 
dertook to  repair  the  damage  to  their  advance,  ! 
but  were  repulsed  by  a  fire  skilfully  directed 
against  them  from  Battery  Wagner.     Finding 
that  it  was*  difficult  to  proceed  with  his   ap- ! 
proaches,  he  fell  back  to  his  rear  batteries,  and 
with  his  naval  force   opened  fire   on  Battery 
Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg.     Fort  Sumter  and 
Battery  Simkins  replied,  and  the  sharpshooters 


at  Battery  Wagner  kept  those  of  the  enemy  quiet 
during  the  day. 

One  man  was  mortally  wounded  at  Battery 
Gregg.  During  the  afternoon,  the  heavy  Parrott 
guns  of  the  enemy  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  of 
which  several  struck  the  gorge  wall  arid  the  re- 
inforce to  the  western  magazine,  injuring  the 
brick  work  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not 
sufficiently  to  cause  any  serious  apprehension 
of  a  speedy  penetration  of  the  defences  on  that 
side.  One  falling  in  the  interior  of  the  work 
injured  temporarily  a  mortar  platform. 

The  Twelfth  Georgia  battalion  v/as  relieved 
from  Morris  Island  during  the  night,  bringing 
the  garrison  to  about  the  strength  of  t  eleven 
hundred,  as  ordered  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral. 

During  the  fourteenth  the  enemy  remained 
remarkably  quiet,  firing  only  occasionally,  replied 
to  by  our  batteries,  At  night  Fort  Sumter  was 
struck  five  times  by  land  batteries,  and  once 
from  a  gunboat,  with  slight  damage.  Battery 
Wagner,  opened  fire,  first  at  intervals,  to  which 
the  enemy  replied  with  all  the  guns  he  could 
bring  to  bear.  Our  guns  were  allowed  to  re- 
main quiet  for  a  time,  to  permit  him  to  bring 
up  his  working  parties,  when  they  were  re- 
opened with  vigor,  putting  a  stop  to  his  opera- 
tions, and,  from  the  report  of  our  advanced 
pickets,  it  is  believed  that  serious  loss  was  in- 
flicted upon  him.  His  operations  against  other 
points  consisted  only  in  occasional  shots,  which 
were  replied  to  from  our  batteries. 

On  the  'fifteeth  the  enemy  fired  occasionally 
at  Battery  Wagner,  and  was  at  work  principally 
on  his  long  range  batteries  at  the  southern  part 
of  Morris  Island.  A  few  shots  were  directed 
at  Fort  Sumter  during  the  evening.  Colonel  L. 
M.  Keitt,  of  the  Twentieth  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, relieved  Colonel  Harrison  in  command  of 
the  troops  on  Morris  Island.  The  Twentieth 
South  Carolina  volunteers  relieved  the  Fifty- 
first  North  Carolina  at  Battery  Wagner.  A  brisk 
artillery  action  was  kept  up  between  our  bat- 
ties  on  Morris  Island  and  those  of  the  enemy, 
and  one  of  the  monitors  threw  several  shells  at 
the  transport  steamer  Sumter.  Battery  Sim- 
kins  and  Fort  Sumter  kept  up  a  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  approaches. 

During  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  enemy 
kept  up  a  vigorous  fire,  both  vertical  and  direct, 
on  Battery  Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg,  until  about 
half-past  four  o'clock  on  the  sixteenth,  when  it 
ceased.  It  was  replied  to  by  Sumter,  Gregg, 
and  Simkins  at  intervals.  From  Battery  Wag- 
ner the  fire  was  continuous  and  slow  until  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  a  general  dis- 
charge took  place  along  the  whole  front,  caus- 
ing interruption  to  the  advancing  works  of  the 
enemy.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  universally 
quiet  during  the  sixteenth,  so  far  as  Wagner  and 
Gregg  were  concerned;  but  during  the  after- 
noon he  opened  on  Fort  Sumter,  apparently  to 
get  the  range,  firing  forty-eight  shots,  of  which 
four  passed  over,  four  or  five  fell  short,  ten 
struck  inside,  and  the  remainder  outside  the 
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fori.  Whenever  the  shot  struck  the  lighter 
brickwork  it  did  considerable  damage,  and  dis- 
abled a  twenty-four  pounder  in  the  gorge,  by 
loosening  the  pintle  through  the  masonry.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina 
volunteers  relieved  Colonel  Olmstead's  com- 
•  ruand  on  Morris  Island.  The  artillery  com- 
mands and  couriers  were  also  relieved  by  de- 
tachments from  their  respective  regiments  and 
battalions,  and  about  twelve  o'clock  Battery 
Wagner  opened  on  the  enemy,  keeping  up  a 
continuous  fire  during  the  night.  Fort  Sumter 
and  Battery  Simkins  also  kept  up  their  prac- 
tice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  the  enemy 
opened  with  three  two-hundred-pound  Parrott 
guns  and  one  one-hundred-pounder  on  Fort 
Sumter,  at  distances  varying  from  two  and  a 
quarter  to  three  miles.  This  fire  was  kept  up, 
with  but  little  intermission,  throughout  the 
morning.  At  twenty-five  minutes  past  nine  the 
Ironsides  and  six  monitors  came  into  action 
against  Fort  Sumter,  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg,  directing  their  shots  principally  at  Sum- 
ter. At  a  quarter  before  eleven  they  came  with- 
in about  three  thousand  yards  of  Fort  Sumter, 
when  Colonel  Rhett  opened  his  batteries.  Colonel 
Butler,  from  Fort  Moultrie,  had  opened  a  few 
guns,  but  a  large  force  of  negroes  being  at  work 
on  his  front,  he  was  directed  to  discontinue  his 
fire.  The  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  were 
struck  repeatedly,  and  at  ten  minutes  before 
one  o'clock  the  rapid  firing  ceased,  the  fleet 
withdrawing  from  the  contest.  One  of  the 
monitors,  during  the  action,  left  the  squadron 
and  steamed  rapidly  down  the  channel  to  the 
wooden  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  soon  after  all 
their  flags  were  observed  to  be  flying  at  half- 
mast.  Six  hundred  and  twelve  shots  and  shell 
had  been  fired  at  Fort  Sumter,  of  which  most 
struck.  The  casualties  in  the  fort  were  one 
man  killed ;  Lieutenant  John  Middleton,  Lieu- 
tenant Julius  Rhett,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  engi- 
neer, and  ten  privates  slightly  wounded.  The 
fort  was  seriously  injured  on  the  north-west  face  ; 
one  nine-inch  Dahlgren  gun,  three  forty-two- 
pounders  and  one  eight-inch  columbiad  disabled. 
During  the  afternoon  the  land  batteries  re-open- 
ed their  fire  heavily  upon  the  fort,  cutting 
deeply  into  the  gorge  wall  and  adding  much  to 
the  damage  of  the  north-western  face,  and  dis- 
abling a  ten-inch  columbiad.  By  night  the 
enemy  had  thrown  nine  hundred  and  forty- eight 
shot,  of  which  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
struck  outside ;  two  hundred  and  seventy  passed 
over.  Battery  Wagner,  which  received  its  full 
share  of  the  enemy's  fire,  was  but  little  dam- 
aged ;  but  sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  death 
of  Captain  Wampler,  of  the  engineers,  a  gallant 
and  accomplished  officer,  who  was  killed  by  a 
shell  from  the  enemy's  fleet  while  faithfully 
performing  his  arduous  duties.  Battery  Cheves 
was  opened  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth, 
at  nine  o'clock,  with  four  eight-inch  columbiads 
and  four  eight-inch  navy  guns  on  ship  carriages. 
The  fire  was  kept  up  throughout  the  day  with 


the  columbiads  at  the  enemy's  works  on  Moms 
Island,  and  working  parties  in  the  marsh,  hav- 
ing the  effect  of  annoying  the  former  and 
dispersing  the  latter.  The  four  eight-inch 
navy  carriages  were  found  to  be  inadequate  to 
stand  the  elevation  and  range,  and  dismounted 
their  guns  after  about  an  hour.  They  were 
directed  to  be  re-mounted  on  columbiad  car- 
riages and  repaired  for  service  as  speedily  as 
possible.  Battery  Haskell  also  opened  on  the 
enemy's  working  parties  between  Morris  and 
Black  Islands. 

During  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  the 
enemy  remained  comparatively  quiet.  The 
troops  on  Morris  Island  were  resupplied,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition  and  stores  were 
removed  from  Fort  Sumter  to  Sullivan's  Island. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  the 
Ironsides,  two  monitors,  and  the  enemy's  land 
batteries  opened  upon  Fort  Sumter  and  Bat- 
tery Wagner.  The  battery  and  forts  replied 
slowly.  Batteries  Simkins  and  Cheves  also 
opened  upon  the  enemy,  annoying  them  to  a 
considerable  extent ;  but  on  account  of  the 
miserable  quality  of  our  fuses,  only  by  the 
striking  of  the  shells,  but  few  burst. 

Before  two  o'clock,  the  Ironsides  and  monitors 
retired,  the  land  batteries  alone  keeping  up  the 
cannonade,  with  the  effect  of  causing  the  wall 
on  the  north-west  face  of  Sumter  to  project  and 
cutting  well  away  into  the  gorge.  During  the 
afternoon  the  Ironsides  and  five  monitors  took 
up  position  in  line,  and  with  the  land  batteries 
kept  up  heavy  fire,  taking  the  north-west  face 
in  reverse,  disabling  the  remaining  guns,  and 
two  ten-inch  columbiads  on  the  north-east  face  ; 
two  guns  on  the  west  face  remaining  were  also 
disabled,  besides  the  seven-inch  Brooke  gun  in 
the  south-west  angle. 

The  enemy  ceased  his  fire  about  seven  o'clock 
p.  M.,  having  thrown  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  shot  and  shell,  of  which  four  hundred  and 
fifty-two  struck  outside,  two  hundred  and  forty- 
four  inside,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  went 
over.  One  man  was  seriously,  and  two  slightly 
wounded. 

At  Battery  Wagner  a  rifled  gun  and  ten-inch 
columbiad  were  disabled,  but  the  damage  to 
the  works  otherwise  was  not  serious.  One 
monitor  of  the  enemy  was  observed  undergoing 
repairs  during  the  night. 

The  enemy's  land  batteries  commenced  firing 
at  half-past  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  princi- 
pally on  Fort  Sumter,  but  firing  from  mortars 
and  small  guns  on  Battery  Wagner. 

By  ten  o'clock  the  cannonade  on  Sumter  had 
become  more  serious  than  hitherto,  damaging 
the  walls  seriously,  killing  one  and  wounding 
four.  .All  the  gorge  guns  had  been  rendered 
useless,  and  the  first  shot  passed  through  the 
gorge  walls,  just  under  the  crown  of  an  arch 
west  of  the  main  gateway.  The  fire  continued 
steadily  during  the  afternoon,  with  its  usual 
effect.  The  western  quarters  of  Fort  Sumter 
having  been  demolished,  the  walls  were  torn 
down  by  the  garrison.  One  ten-inch  mortar 
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mounted  in  the  parade  of  Fort  Sumter  was  dis- 
mounted in  the  afternoon. 

The  width  of  twenty  feet  of  the  gorge  wall 
fell  during  the  night,  leaving  the  protection  on 
that  side  through  the  upper  arches  only  the 
sand  and  cotton  with  which  the  casemates  were 
filled.  The  damage  to  other  parts  of  the  fort 
was  in  proportion.  One  man  had  been  killed 
and"  four  wounded  at  Fort  Sumter.  The  fort 
received  seven  hundred  and  eighty  shots,  four 
hundred  and  eight  outside,  two  hundred  and 
forty-one  inside,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
over. 

The  enemy's  fleet  made  a  demonstration  of 
attacking  during  the  afternoon,  but  having  re- 
ceived a  few  shots,  retired. 

At  Battery  Wagner,  his  approaches  were  kept 
up,  but  being  checked  by  the  riflemen  and  artil- 
lery, his  progress  was  slow.  During  the  night, 
the  Charleston  battalion  relieved  the  First 
Georgia  battalion,  and  a  company  of  the  Second 
South  Carolina  artillery  relieved  Captain  Miles' 
company  (acting  artillery)  at  Battery  Wagner. 
The  garrison  was  otherwise  supplied  and  pro- 
visioned. An  additional  supply  of  ammunition 
was  transported  from  Sumter  to  Sullivan's 
Island. 

Batteries  Cheves  and  Simkins  had  kept  up 
their  fire  during  the  day  and  night  of  the  nine- 
teenth, receiving  an  occasional  shot  from  the 
enemy. 

On  the  twentieth  the  enemy  re-opened  his  fire 
heavily,  principally  against  Fort  Sumter,  doing, 
as  might  be  expected,  more  damage  than  before. 
It  was  steadily  kept  up  throughout  the  day, 
and  at  night  Colonel  Khett  reported  it  as  the 
heaviest  which  had  taken  place.  Eight  hundred 
and  severity-nine  shots  were  fired,  of  which  four 
hundred  and  eight  struck  outside,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-six  inside,  one  hundred  and  sevent}-- 
five  passed  over.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
gorge  wall  had  fallen  in,  but  the  sand  and 
cotton  in  the  rooms  had  been  revetted  by  the 
debris,  and  protection  to  a  certain  extent  was 
still  afforded.  The  north-west  face  was  clearly 
breached  by  the  severe  fire,  and 'a  casemate 
knocked  through.  One  rifled  forty-two  pounder 
on  the  east,  and  one  on  the  north-east  face,  were 
disabled.  Captains  Gaillard  and  Fleming,  and 
one  private,  were  slightly  wounded. 

The  enemy  being  observed  advancing  by  sap 
on  Battery  Wagner,  Colonel  Keitt  opened  his 
batteries  upon  them,  and  with  his  sharpshooters 
succeeded  in  checking  their  progress.  The 
Ironsides  and  monitors  moved  up  to  close 
proximity  of  the  fort,  and  opened  a  heavy  en- 
filading and  direct  fire,  which  caused  him  to 
close  his  embrasures.  The  damage  to  Battery 
Wagner  was  no  greater  than  usual  upon  that 
battery. 

Batteries  Simkins,  Cheves  and  Haskell,  were 
in  operation  upon  the  enemy's  flank  during  the 
twentieth.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  reports  the 
practice  as  having  been  much  improved,  and 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  two  ammuni- 
tion chesrs  had  been  blown  up  in  the  enemy's 
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trenches,  and  one  gun  dismounted.  Also,  that 
in  the  afternoon  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  be- 
come somewhat  wild  from  the  effect,  of  rapid 
firing  on  his  pieces  at  long  range. 

The  report  given  above  contains  the  principal 
active  operations  of  the  defence  and  attack,  up 
to  the  evening  of  the  twentieth.  During  the 
time  included  in  it,  our  works  of  preparation  on 
the  interior  lines  have  steadily  progressed.  The 
batteries  and  shelters  on  Sullivan's  Island  have 
advanced  to  completion,  and  the  heavy  guns 
and  mortars,  which  have  been  received  and 
secured  from  Fort  Sumter.  have  been  placed  in 
position,  manned,  and  provided  with  ammunition 
as  far  as  possible.  A  strong  front  has  been 
made  to  command  the  channel,  should  the 
enemy  succeed .  in  overpowering  the  brave  de- 
fenders of  Batteries  Wagner,  Gregg  and  Fort 
Sumter.  Preparations  have  been  made  for 
placing  heavy  batteries  along  the  shores  of  Ash- 
ley River,  from  Fort  Johnson,  west,  to  command 
the  inner  harbor  and  channels.  All  batteries 
which  would  bear  upon  the  enemy  have  been 
served  with  as  much  vigor  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  and  his  attack  confined  to  as  nar- 
row limits  as  possible. 

During  this  twenty  days'  progress  of  the  siege, 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  and  their  commanders 
has  been  admirable. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood  and  Colonels  Keitt 
and  Harrison,  who  have  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced posts  on  Morris  Island,  during  the  period 
of  this  report,  have  shown  the  qualities  of  con- 
stancy, bravery,  and  skill,  in  the  performance  of 
their  trying  and  arduous  duties.  The  various 
officers  attached  to  the  staff  of  these  commanders 
have  performed  their  duties  well,  and  I  beg 
heartily  to  concur  in  the  reports  of  their  chiefs, 
heretofore  transmitted  to  Department  headquar- 
ters. 

Amongst  those  who  deserve  especial  mention 
for  their  conduct  in  the  defence  of  the  posts  on 
Morris  Island,  are  Lieutenant-Colonels  Gaillard. 
Charleston  battalion;  Dantzler,  Twentieth  South 
Carolina  volunteers;  and  Dargan,  Twenty-first 
South  Carolina  volunteers ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
Welshman  Brown  and  Major  Warley,  Second 
South  Carolina  volunteer  artillery,  and  Captain 
Chichester,  artillery.  The  latter  has  served  sev- 
eral times  with  distinction. 

Captain  Hill,  Ordnance  Officer  attached  to 
these  headquarters,  having  been  sent  to  Battery 
Wagner,  remained  during  a  very  prolonged  tour 
of  duty,  which  was  performed  in  such  manner  as 
to  elicit  the  warmest  approval  of  the  different 
commanders. 

Major  Henry  Bryan  and  Captain  Maloney,  of 
the  Adjutant-General's  department,  are  deserv- 
edly commended  by  Colonel  Keitt  and  Brigadier- 
General  Hagood. 

Majors  Holcombe  and  Sage,  Commissaries, 
and  Captains  Guerard  and  Woodward,  Quarter- 
masters, have  performed  their  duties  with  their 
inefficient  means,  in  such  manner  as  to  insure 
the  supply  of  the  positions  of  which  they  had 
charge. 
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The  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter,  under  Colonel 
Alfred  Rhett  and  Major  Ormsby  Blanding,  have 
stood  to. the  defence  of  their  castle  with  untiring 
fortitude  and  bravery.  From  the  nature  of  the 
structure,  and  the  enemy's  projectiles,  the  ex- 
posure during  the  periods  when  subjected  to 
fire,  has  been  great,  and  extremely  annoying, 
and  yet  every  duty  of  repair  and  details  has 
been  carried  on  without  interruption  or  undue 
delay.  I  refer  generally  to  Colonel  Rhett's  re- 
ports for  the  mention  of  those  subordinate  offi- 
cers who  have  distinguished  themselves  by 
good  conduct.  But,  in  this  connection,  I  would 
mention  the  services  of  Lieutenant  John  John- 
son, of  the  engineer  corps,  at  Fort  Sumter,  be- 
fore and  during  the  siege,  as  evincing  high 
talent  and  character  in  his  profession,  as  well  as 
bravery  and  constancy. 

Captains  Parleson  and  Fleming  deserve  an 
especial  mention  for  their  continued  and  zealous 
services 

The  staff  officers  attached  to  district  head- 
quarters have  been  constantly  employed.  Cap- 
tain W.  F.  Nance,  principal  A.  A.  G.,  who  has 
earned  honorable  mention  on  every  occasion, 
under  my  command,  and  several  times  been 
recommended  for  promotion,  has  performed 
every  duty  to  my  satisfaction. 

Major  J.  M.  Middleton  and  Captain  Ephraim 
Seabrook,  volunteer  A.  D.  C. ;  Captain  C.  C. 
Pinckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Major 
Suber,  District  Quartermaster,  have  been  actively 
and  usefully  employed. 

Major  Motte  A.  Pririgle,  Post  Quartermaster, 
and  especially  in  charge  of  transportation,  has 
been  indefatigable  night  and  day,  with  the  small 
means  at  his  disposal,  and  which  he  could  ob- 
tain, in  forwarding  stores  and  supplies,  and  re- 
lieving troops  during  the  whole  period. 

In  this  duty  he  has  been  assisted  greatly  by 
the  boats  and  crews  of  the  Confederate  navy, 
under  charge  of  Lieutenants  Ward,  Haskell,  and 
Payne. 

I  shall  continue  this  report  from  this  date.  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  casualties 
during  the  period  treated  of.  I  also  send  the 
reports  of  Lieutenant  John  Johnson,  Engineer,  in 
charge  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  list  of  prisoners 
captured. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLET, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  R.  S.  RIPLEY  OF  OPER- 
ATION'S FROM  THE  TWENTY-FIRST  TO  THE  THIRTY- 
FIRST  OF  JULY,  INCLUSIVE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIKST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,        \ 
CHARLESTON,  August  1st,  1863.  J 

Brigadier-General    Thomas   Jordan,    Chief  of 

Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Since  my  report  of  the  twenty- 
second,  detailing  the  operations  of  this  com- 
mand up  to  the  twentieth,  inclusive,  the  plan  of 
the  enemy,  as  I  then  stated,  seems  to  have  been 
changed.  There  has  been  no  attempt  at  a  fur- 


ther assault  upon  our  works  on  Morris  Island. 
From  the  twenty-first  to  the  twenty-fourth  there 
has  been  occasional  firing,  both  from  the  ene- 
my's fleet  and  land  batteries  ;  but  his  time  has 
been  chiefly  occupied  in  the  erection  and  com- 
pletion of  three  new  batteries  on  that  portion 
of  the  island  in  his  possession,  thus  advancing 
his  lines  as  far  as  could  be  done  with  safety. 

On  the  twenty-first  the  enemy  sent  in,  by  a 
flag  of  truce,  a  communication  from  General 
Grilmore,  with  a  request  that  the  officer  com- 
manding Battery  Wagner  would  give  to  General 
Vogdes,  who  accompanied  it,  a  personal  inter- 
view. While  Captain  Tracy,  the  staff  officer  of 
General  Hagood,  then  in  command,  was  bearing 
the  message  brought  by  the  flag,  both  the  fleet 
and  land  batteries  re-opened  their  fire,  and  Gen- 
eral Hagood  very  promptly  refused  to  receive 
any  communication  until  an  apology  had  been 
made  for  this  violation  of  the  flag.  A  satisfac- 
tory explanation  having  been  offered  and  ac- 
cepted, an  interview  was  had  between  General 
Hagood  and  General  Vogdes,  which  terminated 
in  arrangement  to  exchange  the  wounded  pris- 
oners on  .both  sides,  and  ten  o'clock  on  the  fol- 
lowing Friday  was  appointed  as  the  hour,  when 
the  transports  from  each  party  should  effect  the 
exchange  at  the  point  from  which  the  fleet  have 
usually  conducted  the  attack  upon  Battery 
Wagner. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth,  the  day 
upon  which  the  exchange  was  to  be  effected, 
the  enemy  opened  fire  about  day-light  both  from 
the  fleet  and  land  batteries.  This  fire  was  vig- 
orously sustained  until  the  arrival,  about  ten 
o'clock,  of  the  flag  of  truce  boat,  conveying  the 
prisoners,  and  for  a  portion  of  that  time  was 
equal  in  intensity  to  the  bombardment  of  the 
eighteenth.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  boat  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  place  appointed,  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  exchange  was  regularly 
effected,  we  delivering  one  hundred  and  five 
and  receiving  thirty-nine  wounded  prisoners. 
No  reference  having  been  made  in  the  agree- 
ment to  the  negro  prisoners  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts  regiment,  none  of  them  were  in- 
cluded in  the  exchange,  a  r.eport  of  which  by 
Colonel  Anderson  and  Major  Middleton,  the 
officers  appointed  to  conduct  it,  has  already 
been  furnished.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  on  this 
morning,  especially  from  one  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced land  batteries,  armed  with  Parrott  guns, 
did  serious  damage  to  Battery  Wagner.  The 
remaining  ten-inch  columbiad  was  dismounted 
from  the  sea-face  of  the  battery,  and  the  maga- 
zines so  much  exposed  that  it  became  necessary 
to  remove  the  ammunition ;  and  General  Talia- 
ferro,  who  had  previously  relieved  General  Ha- 
good in  the  command,  anticipating  a  renewal  of 
the  bombardment  upon  the  completion  of  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  requested,  as  a  matter  of 
prudent  precaution,  that  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  for  the  transfer  ^  of  the 
troops  from  the  island  in  case  of  necessity. 

The  exchange  of  prisoners  was  completed 
about  two  o'clock,  when  the  flag  of  truce  boat 
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returned.  The  enemy,  however,  did  not  renew 
his  attack,  and  the  time  thus  allowed  was  im- 
proved to  the  utmost  in  repairing  the  damage 
which  had  been  done.  The  condition  of  the 
battery,  as  reported  by  General  Taliaferro,  was 
submitted  to  the  General  commanding,  and  after 
full  deliberation  it  was  determined  to  hold  it, 
and  instructions  sent  to  General  Taliaferro  not 
to  abandon  the  works  without  express  orders  to 
that  effect.  From  that  date  to  the  present  the 
bombardment  has  never  been  renewed,  although 
there  has  been  occasional  and  brief  firing  upon 
the  battery  from  the  iron-clads.  In  the  meantime 
the  battery  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and 
placed  in  a  condition  even  superior  to  what  it 
was  in  the  beginning.  The  enemy,  meanwhile, 
are  busily  at  work  in  improving  their  present 
works  and  erecting  new  ones,  of  which  our 
means  of  observation  do  not  enable  me  to  give 
a  detailed  account.  On  our  side  new  batteries 
have  been  erected,  and  the  work  of  completing 
them  and  mounting  the  necessary  armament  ac- 
tively pressed,  and  every  effort  made  to  annoy 
the  enemy  by  such  batteries  as  bear  upon  their 
working  parties  and  lines — an  attempt  in  which, 
I  have  reason  to  think,  we  have  been  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  successful.  The  condition  of  the 
new  batteries  is  known  to  the  commanding 
General,  and  will  be  mentioned  in  the  succeed- 
ing report. 

The  garrisons  of  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg  have  been  relieved  as  regularly  as  pos- 
sible with  our  means  of  transportation.  On  the 
twenty-second  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  re- 
lieved Brigadier- General  Hagood.  On  the 
twenty-sixth  Brigadier-General  Colquitt  relieved 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro.  Brigadier-General 
Colquitt  was  relieved  on  the  twenty-eighth  by 
Brigadier-General  Clingman,  and  the  latter  offi- 
cer was  relieved  on  the  first  of  August  by  Col- 
onel L.  M.  Keitt.  The  fire  from  the  land  bat- 
teries  of  the  enemy  upon  Batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg  has  been  annoying,  especially  upon  our 
communication  by  steamer  between  Fort  Sum- 
ter  and  Cummins'  Point. 

The  casualties  which  have  occurred  from  the 
twentieth  to  the  thirty-first  of  July,  inclusive, 
have  been  thirteen  killed  and  forty-nine  wound- 
ed. I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  returns  and 
lists. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.    S.    RlPLEY, 

Brigadier -General,  commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,) 

GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA,  U 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  August  7,  1863.  j 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  War  Department.  In  view  of  the  possibility 
that  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg,  which  are 
only  outworks,  mounting  respectively  twelve 
and  three  guns,  might  fall  under  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  enemy's  numerous  and  power- 
ful land  and  naval  batteries,  I  determined, 
immediately  after  the  fall  of  the  south  end  of 


Morris  Island  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
to  establish  a  circle  of  batteries  from  Legare's 
Point,  on  Schooner  Creek,  James  Island,  to  Bat- 
tery Beauregard,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  so  as  to 
concentrate  their  fire  (including  Forts  Sumter 
and  Moultrie)  on  Morris  Island,  from  about  half 
its  lergtli  to  Cummins'  Point,  and  render  that 
portion  of  the  island  untenable  to  the  enemy, 
should  he  succeed  in  driving  us  away  from  it. 
That  defensive  system  is  now  being  carried  out 
to  the  extent  of  our  available  means  in  labor 
and  heavy  ordnance.  Many  of  the  long  range 
guns  in  Sumter,  not  absolutely  required  for  its 
defence,  have  been  removed  to  arm  the  new 
batteries  under  construction.  The  remaining 
guns  are  being  protected  with  traverses,  mer- 
lons and  embrasures.  The  officers'  quarters  on 
the  "gorge  of  the  fort  (south  face)  have  been1 
filled  up  with  wet  cotton  bags  and  sand,  and  a 
"  chemise  "  of  sand  bags  is  being  added  to  the 
scarp  wall  of  the  same  face,  to  extend,  if  practi- 
cable, from  bottom  to  top.  The  defective  lines 
on  James  Island  are  also  to  be  shortened  by  the 
construction  of  a  new  line  of  redans  and  re- 
doubts from  Secessionville  to  the  Stone  River, 
long  since  contemplated,  but  not  executed  for 
want  of  labor. 

Herewith  are  papers,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E, 
F,  connected  with  the  defence  of  Morris  Island 
during  the  present  attack. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  ) 

GEOBGIA  AND  FLORIDA,  v 

CHARLESTON,  July  15,  1863.  J 

It  is  reported  Gilmore  will  open  fire  in  the 
morning,  and  attempt  an  assault  afterwards. 
Will  be  assisted  by  fleet.  Be  on  watch  and 
prepared. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
Official : 

H.  H.  ROGERS, 

A.  D.  c. 

Send  the  above  dispatch  to  Colonel  Rhett, 
Fort  Sumter,  and  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro, 
Morris  Island. 

H.  H.  ROGERS, 

A.  D.  C. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,  DEPARTMENT  OF) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA,  v 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  July  19,  1863.  J 

Do  the  best  that  you  can  to  get  fresh  troops 
on  the  island.  Enemy  possibly  so  punished 
that  he  may  give  no  annoyance  early  to-morrow. 
Make  the  best,  at  least. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
GENERAL  RIPLET, 

Commanding  Fort  Sumter. 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  July  19,  1863—1  A.  M. 

Brigadier-General  R.  S.  JRipley,  Fort  Sumter :  • 

Morris  Island  must  be  held  at  all  cost,  for 

present.  The  commanding  General  directs  Keitt's 

regiment  to  be  thrown  there,  to  push  any  advan- 
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tage  before  daylight  ;  also,  nearest  other  regi- 
ment or  battalion  —  Graham's  or  Nelson's,  as  mos' 
expeditiously  moved.  Cannot  navy  help  with 
transportation  ? 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  July  19,  1863—1.30  A.  M. 

Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley,  Fort  Sumter  : 
I  advise  you  (without  seeing  General  Beaure- 
gard)  to  embark  Keitt's  regiment  at  once,  and 
throw  it  on  Morris  Island.    I  will  see  him. 
THOMAS  JORDAN,. 

Chief  of  Staff. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  July  19,  1863—2  p.  M. 

Brigadier-General    W.  B.    Taliaferro,  Morris 
Island:  * 

Detailed  telegram  of  events  at  Battery  Wag- 
ner wanted  from  General  Taliaferro.    Reinforce- 
ments on  way  to  push  advantage,  if  possible. 
THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
CHARLESTON,  S.  C.  ,  July  19,  1863. 

Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley,  Fort  Sumter: 

What    has    Harrison's    regiment    .effected  ? 
Troops  thrown  on  Morris  Island  at  once  might 
strike  an  effective  blow.    Detailed  report  from 
Battery  Wagner  wanted  up  to  latest  moment. 
THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,        ) 
GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA,  CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  July  24,  1863.  j 

Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer, 

Morris  Island: 

COLONEL  :  Examine  condition  for  resistance  of 
Battery  Wagner  and  report  in  person,  as  soon 
as  possible.  Explain  to  General  Taliaferro  that 
he  must  fight  the  fleet  with  sand  ;  that  the  bat- 
tery originally  was  only  meant  to  defend  against 
land  approach.  The  battery  must  be  held  as 
long  as  possible  —  even  twenty-four'  hours  are 
important. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,        ") 
GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA,  CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  July  24,  1863.  j 

Brigadier-General    W.  B.    Taliaferro,    Morris 

Island: 

GENERAL  :  The  batteries  designed  to  render 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  untenable  by  the 
enemy,  if  reduced,  not  being  completed,  it  has 
become  exigent  that  those  last  batteries  should 
be  held  to  the  last  extremity.  Wagner,  being 
under  the  guns  of  Sumter  and  Gregg,  should  be 
held  by  infantry  and  siege  guns  alone,  until  its 
parapets  and  bomb-proofs  are  destroyed  and  no 
longer  afford  shelter  against  artillery,  f  he  Gen- 
eral regards  it  almost  improbable  that  another 
assault  will  be  attempted,  furthermore,  the 
evacuation  of  Wagner  does  not  necessarily  in- 
volve immediate  abandonment  of  Gregg,  which, 
with  reduced  garrison  and  sharpshooters  filling 


the  sand-hills  between  it  and  Wagner,  may  be 
held  for  several  days  longer.  When  obliged  to 
quit  either  work,  the  guns  must  be  thoroughly 
disabled  by  spiking,  knocking  off  trunnions,  cut- 
ting and  burning  carriages,  and  bomb-proofs, 
and  by  blowing  up  the  magazines  and  parapets. 
In  view  of  the  great  improbability  of  an  assault, 
may  it  not  be  well  to  reduce  the  garrison 
minimum  to-morrow  morning,  just  about  two 
o'clock  ? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

REPORT  OF  THE  EVACUATION  OF  MORRIS  ISLAND,  WITH 
ENDORSED  REMARKS  OF  THE  COMMANDING  GENERAL. 

CHARLESTON,  September  7,  1863. 

Captain  William  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  G.,  First  Mil- 
itary District,  Dept.  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla. :  f 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 'fol- 
lowing   report    of   the   evacuation  of    Morris 
Island,  including  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  on  the  night 
of  the  sixth  instant.    This  step  was  authorized 
by  a  dispatch  sent  by  signals  from  district  head- 
uarters,  and  received  by  me  between  four  and 
ve  P.  M.,  and  directed  in  detail,  by  a  special 
order  from  department  headquarters,  which  was 
received  from  Captain  McCabe,  of  General  Rip- 
ley's  staff,  at  dark,  and  was  necessitated  from 
the  untenable  condition  of  Battery  Wagner,  the 
greatly  exhausted  condition  of  the  garrison,  and 
constant  artillery  and  sharpshooting  fire  of  the 
enemy,  which  prevented  repairs. 

The  gradual  approaches  of  the  enemy  had 
passed  the  front  of  the  battery,  and  the  termi- 
nation of  their  sap  was  not  over  fifty  yards  from 
:he  parapets  of  the  sea-face,  enabling  them  to 
;hrow  a  mass  of  troops  upon  this  flank,  when 
our  men  were  mostly  in  the  bomb-proofs,  where 
[  was  forced  to  keep  them  by  the  unceasing  fire 
of  mortar  and  rifle  guns  on  land,  with  an  enfi- 
ading  fire  from  the  fleet,  during  most  of  the 
day.  The  salient  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  had 
Deen  swept  by  such  a  terrible  cross-fire  as  to 
Breach  the  parapet  and  throw  it  into  irregular 
shapes,  rendering  the  ascent  from  the  moat 
easy,  and,  moreover,  men  could  not  be  kept 
here  during  the  cross-fire,  without  the  certainty 
>f  most  of  them  being  wounded  or  stunned. 
This  salient  is  the  part  of  the  work  gained  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  assault  of  the  eighteenth  of 
uly. 

As  soon  as  the  evacuation  was  authorized,  I 
gave   detailed    instructions   to   the  regimental 
commanders,  viz. :  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  G. 
'ressly,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
na  volunteers ;    Major  James   Gardner,   com- 
manding Twenty-seventh  Georgia  volunteers  ; 
Captain  W.  P.  Crawford,  commanding  Twenty- 
ighth  Georgia  volunteers,  for  the  gradual  move- 
lent  of  their  men  to  Cummins'  Point,  so  as  to 
ceep  up  an  effective  front  to  the  enemy,  and 
nsure  silence  and  promptness.   They  expressed 
heir  hearty  approval,  believing  an  evacuation 
ecessary,  to  prevent  a  useless  sacrifice  of  men. 
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The  men  went  down  as  if  for  special  duty,  and 
though  the  most  intelligent  knew  the  fact, 
nearly  all  went  off  as  if  going  to  be  relieved. 

Captain  Huguenin,  Chief  of  Artillery,  was 
promptly  notified  of  the  steps  to  be  taken,  and 
made  his  arrangements  with  my  sanction,  for 
the  removal  of  the  artillery,  and  the  written 
orders,  when  received,  were  submitted  to  him 
for  his  guidance.  He  was  intrusted  with  the 
delicate  duty  of  bringing  up  the  extreme  rear, 
and  firing  the  only  magazine  which  contained 
powder — Lieutenant  Mazyck,  Ordnance  Officer, 
being  ordered  to  assist  him.  His  report,  with 
Lieutenant  Mazyck's,  is  inclosed,  marked  A,  and 
is  referred  to  as  an  important  portion  of  this  re- 
port. 

At  dark  I  sent  to  Captain  H.  R.  Lesesne,  who 
was  commanding  Battery  Gregg,  aa  order  to 
prepare  to  blow  up  his  magazine,  and  render  his 
guns  unserviceable,  directing  him  to  confer  with 
Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  of  the  engineers,  who  had 
read  the  orders.  I  had  no  copy  of  the  detailed 
order,  which  came  late,  to  give  him,  which  was 
thus  not  communicated  to  him.  I  refer  you  to 
his  report  marked  B,  for  particulars. 

To  anticipate  the  possibility  of  a  pursuit  by 
the  enemy  while  retreating  from  Wagner,  I  or- 
dered Lieutenant  Robert  M.  Stiles,  Chief  Engi- 
neer at  Battery  Gregg,  to  construct  a  rifle-pit 
across  the  island,  at  a  narrow  point,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  Battery  Gregg ; 
this  was  accomplished  by  him  after  dark,  while 
under  mortar  fire,  with  a  force  of  seventy-seven 
negroes  in  charge.  He  also  cut  away  most  of 
the  earth-covering  of  the  magazine  on  the  side 
towards  our  James  Island  batteries,  then  sent 
his  negroes  off  to  Fort  Johnson,  using  a  large 
flat  left  at  Cummins'  Point  for  that  purpose. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
already  reduced  garrison,  I  had,  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  sixth  instant,  made  the  following 
disposition  of  my  troops  :  The  Seventy-seventh 
Georgia  regiment,  effective  total  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  men,  commanded  by  Major 
Gardner,  a  gallant  and  intelligent  officer,  were 
in  the  sand  hills,  well  protected  in  pits  dug 
there,  the  hillocks  being  natural  traverses.  Fifty 
men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Georgia,  under  Cap- 
tain Adams,  who  had  picketed  the  beach  during 
the  night,  were  also  there  ;  the  remainder  of  the 
regiment,  numbering  one  hundred  and  thirty 
effectives,  were  assigned  to  the  extreme  right  of 
Battery  Wagner ;  about  forty-five  kept  out  on 
the  lines,  and  the  remainder  in  the  bomb-proof. 
The  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  (Eutaw)  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  terribly  reduced  by  casu- 
alties and  sickness,  during  the  day  and  night 
preceding,  to  an  effective  total  of  about  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  men,  manned  the  left  and 
centre  of  the  battery,  keeping  only  a  guard  of 
each  company  on  its  respective  position  of  the 
lines,  the  remainder  in  the  bomb-proof.  Two 
companies  of  this  regiment  were  sent  to  the 
sand  hills  for  protection,  and  to  make  room  in 
the  bomb-proof,  where  several  men  had  fainted 
on  the  fifth,  from  excessive  heat  and  foul  air.  ; 


Major  Gardner  was  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat 
with  the  Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  in  case  of  pur- 
suit by  the  enemy ;  in  the  meantime  to  picket 
the  beach  at  dark,  and  hold  his  reserve  in  readi- 
ness to  support  Battery  Wagner. 

At  early  dark  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pressly,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
lina, a  very  intelligent  and  reliable  officer,  to  de- 
tail four  companies  (about  one  hundred  men)  to 
take  a  field-piece  from  the  left  curtain  to  Cum- 
mins' Point,  and  embark  on  the  jirst  boat.  Half 
an  hour  after,  Captain  Crawford,  commanding 
Twenty-seventh  Georgia  volunteers,  was  ordered 
to  move  a  howitzer  from  the  right  of  Wagner, 
to  the  rifle-pit  near  Gregg,  place  the  piece  in 
position  there,  collect  his  regiment  from  line  of 
battle  in  rifle-pits,  and  when  notified  that  trans- 
portation was  ready  to  send  a  company  at  a  time 
to  embark.  Major  Gardner  was  ordered  to  man 
the  rifle-pits  when  Captain  Crawford  had  left. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pressly  was  ordered  to  ex- 
tend his  lines  and  cover  the  line  manned  by  the 
Twenty-eighth  Georgia,  as  soon  as  that  regiment 
started,  which  was  promptly  done  by  him. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  all  this  night,  as  on 
the  previous  night,  the  enemy  threw  a  strong 
calcium  light  on  the  front  of  Battery  Wagner. 
About  nine  o'clock  p.  M.,  being  informed  that 
transportation  was  ready,  the  embarkation  com- 
menced, and  went  on  briskly  and  quietly  until 
all  had  been  embarked  except  the  rear  guard, 
which  was  commanded  by  Captain  T.  A.  Hu- 
guenin, numbering  thirty-five  men — twenty-five 
men  of  the  First  South  Carolina  infantry,  Com- 
pany A,  ten  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Caro- 
lina volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenants 
Brown  and  Taft. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.,  I  turned  over 
the  command  of  Battery  Wagner  to  Captain 
Huguenin,  and  ordering  my  Adjutant-General, 
Major  H.  Bryan  (a  member  of  General  Beaure- 
gard's  staff),  who  had  volunteered  for  special 
duty  on  Morris  Island,  to  accompany  me,  I  pro- 
ceeded towards  Cummins'  Point,  At  the  rifle- 
pits  I  received  information  that  more  transpor- 
tation was  ready,  and  I  immediately  ordered 
Major  Gardner  to  embark  his  regiment,  and  to 
take  with  him  the  twelve-pounder  howitzer; 
which  he  did,  but  could  not  bring  it  off  the 
island. 

The  transportation,  under  the  direction  of 
Major  M.  A.  Pringle,  Post  Quartermaster  in 
Charleston,  was  admirably  managed.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dantzler,  Twentieth  South  Carolina  vol- 
unteers, having  been  specially  detailed  by  Gen- 
eral Ripley  to  superintend  the  transportation, 
under  his  spirited  and  excellent  management,  it 
succeeded  perfectly.  When  the  infantry  were 
all  embarked,  I  directed  Captain  Kanapaux, 
commanding  light  artillery,  to  spike  his  three 
howitzers,  and  embark  his  command.  Captain 
Lesesne  was  then  ordered  to  spike  the  guns  of 
Battery  Gregg,  and  embark  his  men.  The  rear 
guard  from  Wagner  coming  up  at  this  time, 
were  embarked.  I  had  ordered  Captain  Hu- 
guenin down,  sending  word  by  private  John  A. 
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Stewart,  "  Gist  Guards,"  the  cavalry  couriers 
having  left  without  permission. 

There  was  no  light  kept  at  Gregg,  so  I  could 
not  well  note  the  hour.  With  two  or  three 
boats,  I  now  anxiously  waited  for  Captain  ~B.ii- 
guenin's  party.  Finally,  perceiving  that  the 
enemy's  barges,  from  Vincent  Creek,  were  attack- 
ing our  boats,  with  musketry,  I  ordered  the 
safety-fuse  to  the  magazine  of  Battery  Gregg  to 
be  lighted.  It  was  lit ;  the  firing  then  ceased. 
.As  I  desired  the  explosions  at  both  batteries  to 
be  simultaneous,  as  ordered,  I  ordered  Captain 
Lesesne  to  extinguish  the  fuse,  intending  to  re- 
light it  or  apply  another  fuse,  when  Captains 
Huguenin  and  Pinckney,  and  Lieutenant  Mazyck, 
who  were  the  only  persons  who  had  not  yet 
come  to  the  point,  arrived.  Major  Holcombe, 
who  had  lighted  the  fuse,  immediately  attempted 
to  extinguish  it.  He  informed  me  from  the  para- 
pet of  the  battery  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  cut 
it  in.  twain,  and  that  it  was  burning  brightly. 
At  that  moment,  the  absent  party  arrived,  and  I 
directed  him  not  to  interfere  with  the  fuse, 
which  was  then  burning  brightly.  About  half- 
past  one  A.  M.,  with  the  rear  guard  of  my  com- 
mand I  embarked,  thus  successfully  withdrawing 
from  Morris  Island,  and  my  responsibility  ended. 
As  we  started  off,  the  Yankee  barges  directed 
their  musketry  fire  upon  us,  causing  the  bullets 
to  whiz  around  us,  but  doing  no  harm.  Bearing 
towards  Fort  Sumter,  I  proceeded  to  flag- 
steamer  Charleston,  and  notified  Captain  Tucker 
that  the  evacuation  af  Morris  Island  was  accom- 
plished, and  requesting  him  to  give  the  rocket 
signal  to  our  batteries.  I  then  proceeded  to 
district  headquarters,  and  repeated  the  informa- 
tion, arriving  at  three  A.  M.  on  the  seventh. 

During  the  day  and  evening  of  the  sixth,  Cap- 
tain Adger,  the  efficient  Quartermaster,  kept  his 
only  wagon  moving  the  wounded  from  Wagner 
to  Gregg,  under  the  direction  of  Chief  Surgeon 
William  0.  Ravenel.  Strange  to  say,  none  were 
hurt  by  the  enemy's  fire,  which,  from  time  to 
time,  swept  across  the  way.  Of  course,  the 
wounded  were  embarked  first.  Dr.  Ravenel 
performed  his  arduous  duties  with  alacrity  and 
zeal,  showing  every  kindness  to  the  wounded 
and  stunned,  which  poured  in  from  sunrise  on 
the  fifth,  till  the  evening  of  the  sixth.  He  left 
about  half-past  ten,  leading  his  ambulance 
corps.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  majority  of 
the  wounds  were  slight,  though  disabling  the 
men  for  the  time.  The  guns  in  the  batteries 
were  spiked,  and  the  implements  generally 
destroyed,  equipments  mostly  carried  off.  The 
magazines  were  not  blown  up,  owing  to  the 
faulty  character  of  the  safety-fuses  used  for  the 
purpose,  which  were  ignited — that  at  Battery 
Wagner  by  Captain  Huguenin,  assisted  by  Cap- 
tain Pinckney,  District  Ordnance  Officer,  and 
that  at  Battery  Gregg  by  Major  Holcombe, 
under  Captain  Lesesne's  instructions,  and  the 
supervision  of  Captain  F.  D.  Lee,  and  Lieutenant 
Stiles,  of  the  engineers.  The  enemy  were  within 
thirty  steps  of  the  front  of  Battery  Wagner,  the 
voices  of  their  sappers  could  bo  distinctly 


heard  ;  any  attempt  to  break  off  the  trunnion,  or 
shatter  the  carriage  of  a  gun,  could  have  been 
distinctly  heard,  and  our  movements  discovered  ; 
besides  the  gun-chambers  had  been  filled  with 
loose  sand,  displaced  by  the  enemy's  shot.  The 
guns  could  not  be  managed.  I  attempted  to 
move  the  sand,  but  my  working  parties  were 
broken  up  as  soon  as  put  to  work.  The  enemy 
had  planted  heavy  mortars,  within  one  hundred 
yards  of  the  battery,  and  they  could  and  did 
throw  their  shells  into  any  designated  spot. 
They  could  hear  the  movement  of  a  party  at 
work  along  the  line,  and  would  kill,  wound,  or 
disperse  the  men. 

Property  had  to  be  destroyed  within  thirty 
steps  of  the  enemy  ;  and  while  they  could  hear 
the  voices  of  our  men  in  this  close  proximity  to 
them,  the  whole  garrison  had  to  be  removed. 
Their  sand  batteries  and  fleet  swept  every  inch 
of  ground  between  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
and  any  suspicion  of  our  movements  compro- 
mised, if  it  did  not  destroy,  the  safety  of  the 
garrison.  All  the  guns  were  effectually  spiked. 
At  Battery  Gregg,  everything  was  destroyed  but 
the  two  ten-inch  guns  ;  they  were  prepared  for 
bursting  when  the  last  party  embarked.  Before 
this  party  arrived,  the  enemy's  barges  fired  upon 
ours,  transporting  our  troops,  and  also  turned 
their  fire  upon  us.  An  attempt  had  been  made 
by  the  enemy  the  preceding  night,  in  barges,  to 
assail  and  capture  Battery  Gregg  ;  the  number 
of  their  barges  there,  in  easy  range,  could  not  be 
ascertained.  I  was  informed  by  the  engineer, 
Captain  Lee,  that  the  explosion  of  the  magazine 
would  destroy  the  guns  ;  the  fuse  was  lighted, 
burning  well,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  of 
its  igniting  the  magazine.  The  rear  guard  from 
Battery  Wagner  had  embarked  under  fire  from 
the  enemy's  barges.  These  barges,  I  am  con- 
vinced, gave  the  enemy  the  information  of  the 
withdrawal  of  our  garrison.  The  guns  of  Battery 
Gregg  were  spiked.  My  chief  exertion  was  to 
save  my  men,  whose  future  services  will,  I 
trust,  be  worth  much  more  to  the  Confederacy 
than  what  I  failed  to  destroy  to  the  enemy.  Had 
instructions  been  sent  to  me  earlier,  more  might 
have  been  done. 

Lieutenant  Stiles,  Assistant  Engineer,  stationed 
at  Battery  Gregg,  at  my  request  had  come  up  to 
Battery  Wagner  in  the  morning.  Upon  exam- 
ination, he  expressed  to  me  a  doubt  whether 
there  was  powder  enough  in  the  magazine  to 
blow  it  up.  I  should  state  at  this  point,  that  I 
had  sent,  on  Friday,  for  an  additional  supply  of 
powder,  sending  the  requisition  and  my  report 
as  to  the  state  of  the  garrison,  and  of  the  day 
preceding,  by  Major  Warley,  Chief  of  Artillery, 
who  was  wounded,  and,  returning  to  the  city 
in  a  small  boat,  sent  for  the  purpose.  This  boat 
was  captured  by  the  enemy's  barges,  and  my 
report  either  taken  or  destroyed  by  Major  War- 
ley.  Of  this  capture  I  had  no  knowledge  until 
Saturday  night.  The  blowing  up  of  the  maga- 
zines was  intrusted  by  me  to  brave  and  intelli- 
gent officers,  who,  I  think,  did  their  best  to 
effect  it.  The  Chief  Ordnance  Officer  of  the  dis- 
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trict  came  to  Morris  Island,  apparently  to  look 
after  this,  and  was  given  every  facility  he  asked 
for.  I  did  not  attempt  to  destroy  the  bomb- 
proof at  Wagner,  because,  after  consulting  with 
Captain  Lee,  of  the  engineers,  I  deemed  it  im- 
practicable, from  the  small  quantity  of  combus- 
tible material  at  my  disposal,  and  that  any  smoke 
would  at  once  inform  the  enemy,  and  stimulate 
him  to  pursue  us  by  land  and  water.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  sand  above  the  bomb- 
proof was  considerably  saturated  with  water, 
which  dripped  through  in  several  places. 

To  Captain  Huguenin,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Ma- 
jor Bryan,  A.  A.  G.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pressly, 
commanding  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  volun- 
teers, and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dantzler,  superin- 
tending embarkation,  I  am  chiefly  indebted  for 
the  success  of  the  evacuation. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Mathews, 
engineer  corps,  for  the  use  of  his  boat  and  crew, 
for  moving  troops,  and  bringing  me  off  at  the  last. 

Captain  Hayne,  and  Lieutenants  Montgomery 
and  Blum,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina 
volunteers  (three  valuable  officers),  were  killed 
at  their  posts  of  duty,  during  the  last  of  the 
siege.  Let  their  names  be  honored. 

I  desire  to  record  the  faithful  services  of  pri- 
vates Laith,  and  Stewart,  and  Bond,  of  the  Gist 
Guard,  South  Carolina  volunteers,  who  have 
remained  voluntarily  on  duty  at  Battery  Wagner 
almost  the  entire  siege,  always  attentive  and 
cool  under  fire.  Stewart  would  make  an  excel- 
lent commissary,  and  Laith,  a  practical  and  hard- 
working ordnance  officer. 

Lieutenant  R.  M.  Stiles,  engineer  corps,  credit- 
ably performed  the  duties  assigned  to  him. 

Lieutenant  Miller,  Company  A,  Second  South 
Carolina  artillery,  was  distinguished  for  his 
courage,  and  for  his  cheerfulness,  which  was 
not  diminished  by  a  slight  wound  on  the  knee, 
and  by  being  stunned  for  half  an  hour. 

To  Major  Bryan,  of  General  Beauregard's  staff, 
who  volunteered  as  my  Adjutant-General,  I  am 
under  the  greatest  obligations.  Although,  at 
the  time  I  was  ordered  to  Morris  Island  to 
assume  command  of  the  forces  there,  he  had  a 
furlough  to  visit  his  father  in  Georgia,  who  was 
very  ill,  he  promptly  waved  it,  and  volunteered 
to  go  with  me.  His  tact,  coolness,  experience, 
courage  and  untiring  industry,  were  of  the 
greatest  service  to  me.  During  the  night  and 
the  day,  his  vigilance  extended  to  every  depart- 
ment, and  perpetually  sought  out  means  of 
increasing  our  resources  and  defences. 

In  spite  of  severe  indisposition,  for  several 
days,  I  have  made  every  exertion  to  meet  the 
very  unusual  responsibities  imposed  upon  me. 

Taking  all  circumstances  into  consideration,  I 
trust  that  this  will  not  compare  unfavorably  on 
the  part  of  the  garrison  with  any  other  retreat 
made  during  this  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  KEITT, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

Official : 

W.  GOEDON  McCABE. 


[ENDORSED.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA, ") 

GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA,  >• 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  Sept.  19,  1863.     ) 

Had  the  evacuation  been  conducted  in  strict 
compliance  with  detailed  orders,  it  would  be 
one  of  the  most  memorable  in  history,  and  here- 
after it  may  be  regarded  as  a  signal  success,  and 
highly  creditable  to  the  commanding  officer  and 
all  officers  and  men  who  participated  in  it. 
Subjected  to  a  terrible  fire,  and  beleaguered 
almost  to  the  very  ditch  of  the  work,  by  an 
enterprising,  watchful  adversary,  yet  the  entire 
garrison  was  withdrawn  in  safety.  The  cool- 
ness and  discipline  which  characterized  this 
operation,  and  through  which  an  efficient  com- 
mand has  been  saved  to  the  country  for  future 
use,  are  deemed  worthy  of  note  and  commenda- 
tion by  the.  Var  Department,  especially  when 
taken  in  connection  with  their  stout  defence 
of  Morris  Island,  for  four  days  preceding  the 
evacuation,  together  with  the  limited  and  imper- 
fect means  of  water  transportation  at  command. 
One  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  bursting 
the  guns,  blowing  up  the  magazines  and  bomb- 
proofs  in  Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg,  is  an 
alleged  want  of  time,  after  the  order  to  evacuate 
had  reached  Morris  Island.  This  calls  for  re- 
marks from  these  headquarters.  It  had  been 
a  standing  order  for  several  weeks  previous  to 
the  evacuation,  that  in  such  an  event,  all  guns, 
magazines,  bomb-proofs,  &c.,  should  be  thor- 
oughly destroyed,  and,  with  that  view,  time 
fuses  had  been  tested,  and  with  "  rat-tail "  files 
were  provided  for  both  works.  Further,  the 
written  special  instructions  of  Brigadier-General 
Ripley,  prescribing  measures  and  means  for 
the  complete  destruction  of  these  works,  and  of 
their  armaments,  at  the  proper  time,  and  the 
detailed  orders  directing  and  regulating  the 
evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  were*received  by 
the  commanding  officer  at  dark,  on  the  sixth 
instant  (about  six  p.  M.).  The  last  detachment  of 
his  command  did  not  quit  the  island  until  after 
one  A.  M.,  on  the  seventh  instant ;  hence  there 
were  seven  hours  for  the  completion  of  all 
necessary  arrangements.  I  am,  therefore,  unable 
to  admit  that  there  was  any  lack  of  time  for  the 
thorough  execution  of  the  work  of  destruction 
ordered.  It  is  not  explained  why  the  time-fuses 
failed  to  explode  the  powder  left  in  the  maga- 
zines ;  they  were  seen  burning  brightly  when 
last  observed,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that 
either  before,  or  whilst  the  fire  was  being 
applied,  the  ends  in  contact  with  the  powder 
were  accidentally  detached. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

General,  commanding. 

PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  EVACUATION  OF  MORRJS 
ISLAND— LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  D.  B.  HARRIS  •  RECOM- 
MENDS EVACUATION  OF  MORRIS  ISLAND  BATTERIES. 

OFFICE  OF  -CHIEF  ENGINEER,        .     \ 
CHARLESTON,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  August  6, 1863.  j 

Brigadier-General    TJiomas   Jordan,    Chief  of 
Staff: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 


552 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


visited  our  works  on  Morris  Island  to-day,  and 
in  consideration  of  their  condition,  of  our  in- 
ability to  repair  damages  at  Battery  Wagner  as 
heretofore,  of  the  dispirited  state  of  its  garri- 
son, and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's  sap,  I 
am  reluctantly  constrained  to  recommend  an 
immediate  evacuation  of  both  Batteries  Wagner 
and  Gregg. 

The  thirty-six  hours  severe  bombardment  to 
which  these  batteries  have  been  subjected — 
confining  the  troops  to  the  shelter  of  the  bomb- 
proof— has  resulted  in  so  dispiriting  the  garrison 
of  Wagner,  as  to  render  it  unsafe,  in  the  opinion 
of  its  chief  officers,  to  rely  upon  it  to  repel  an 
assault,  should  the  enemy  attempt  one.  The 
head  of  the  enemy's  sap  is  within  forty  yards 
of  the  salient  of  the  battery,  and  he  is  making 
rapid  progress  in  pushing  it  forward,  unmo- 
lested by  the  fire  of  a  single  gun,  and  with 
scarcely  any  annoyance  from  our  sharpshoot- 
ers. 

In  consequence  of  the  accuracy  of  fire  of  his 
land  batteries,  which  are  now  in  close  prox- 
imity to  Battery  Wagner — say  from  five  to  eight 
hundred  yards — aided  by  reverse  fire  from  his 
fleet,  it  is  impossible,  in  the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  fort,  to  keep  up  a  fire  either  of  ar- 
tillery or  small  arms  ;  and  the  enemy  is  thus  left 
free  to  work  on  his  trenches,  which  he  is  push- 
ing rapidly  forward,  the  head  of  his  sap  being, 
as  above  stated,  within  forty  yards  of  the  salient 
of  the  work,  which  is  so  seriously  damaged  by  a 
battery  of  Parrott  guns,  kept  constantly  playing 
upon  it,  as  to  render  it  untenable.  This  diffi- 
culty could,  however,  be  overcome  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  parapet  across  the  gorge  of  the  salient, 
and  the  conversion  of  the  bomb-proof  covering 
into  another  parapet  overlooking  the  salient,  if 
it  were  practicable  to  work,  as  heretofore,  at 
night.  The-  covering  to  the  bomb-proof  and 
magazine  also*  need  repair.  We  have  been  thus 
far  able  not  only  to  repair  damage  at  night,  but 
to  add  from  day  to  day  to  the  strength  of  the 
battery;  but  now  that  the  enemy's  sap  is  in 
such  close  proximity  to  the  battery,  and  he  has 
contrived  to  throw  light  upon  the  parapets  at 
night,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  without  a  heavy 
loss  of  men.  In  the  eifort  last  night  to  repair 
damages,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort 
reports  a  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  sixty 
to  eighty  men  of  the  working  party  alone. 
Without  our  ability  to  repair  damage  at  night, 
the  battery  will  become,  under  the  incessant 
fire  of  the  enemy's  land  batteries  and  fleet,  un- 
tenable— say  in  two  days. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  facts  that  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  recommendation  at  the 
commencement  of  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

D.  B.  HARRIS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer 

Official: 

E.  KEARNY, 

A.  A  A.  General 


MINUTES  OF  A  CONFERENCE  OF  GENERAL  OFFICERS  IN 
CONNECTION  WITH  THE  CONDITION  OF  BATTEREIS 
WAGNER  AND  GREGG 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  ) 

GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA,  v 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C-,  September  24,  1863. ) 

At  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  fourth  instant,  a  meet- 
ing of  officers  was  convened  by  the  command- 
ing General,  at  his  office,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling him  to  determine  how  much  longer  he 
should  attempt  to  hold  the  north  end  of  Morris 
Island.  Present — General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 
commanding ;  Major-General  J.  F..  Gilmer,  sec- 
ond in  command  ;  Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Rip- 
ley,  commanding  First  military  district ;  Briga- 
dier-General Thomas  Jordan,  Chief  of  Staff  and 
acting  Recorder ;  Brigadier-General  Johnson  Ha- 
good ;  Brigadier-General  A.  H.  Colquitt ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel D.  B.  Harris,  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Department. 

Brigadier-Generals  Hagopd  and  Colquitt  have 
both  recently1  commanded  on  Morris  Island,  and 
Lieutenani>Colonel  Harris,  who  had  frequently 
visited  Morris  Island  during  the  operations,  and 
was  present  during  the  assault  made  by  the  en- 
emy on  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  of  July,  in 
company  with  Major-General  Gilmer,  inspected 
the  works  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant,  by 
order  of  the  commanding  General. 

The  first  question  addressed  to  these  officers 
was  as  follows : 

First — How  long  do  you  think  Fort  Wagner 
can  be  held  without  regard  to  safety  of  garri- 
son? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt  replied — That 
in  their  belief  the  enemy  could  now  storm  and 
carry  the  parapet  of  Battery  Wagner  before  our 
men  could  be  got  out  of  the  bomb-proofs,  and  we 
would  then  be  held  at  a  fatal  disadvantage.  That 
if  the  enemy  should  continue  his  approaches 
as  now,  by  zig-zags  up  to  the  ditch,  some 
eight  or  ten  days  would  probably  elapse  before 
he  could  be  expected  to  take  the  work  by  reg- 
ular approaches,  but  that  an  assault  could  be 
made  successfully  some  days  sooner,  should  the 
enemy  advance  somewhat  nearer  by  construct- 
ing another  parallel  and  thence  dash  forward 
and  storm  the  works. 

Colonel  Harris — Thought  the  enemy  would 
seek  to  take  the  work  by  regular  approaches,  for 
which  ten  days  would  be  necessary.  The 
chances  of  success  of  an  attempt  to  carry  the 
work  after  a  partial  approach  somewhat  nearer 
than  at  present  would,  he  believed,  be  unfavor- 
able for  the  enemy.  .An  attempt  to  carry  the 
work  by  storm  or  assault  at  present  would 
scarcely  be  successful. 

Second — How  long  can  the  fort  be  held  with 
a  fair  prospect  of  saving  its  garrison  with  the 
means  of  transportation  at  our  command,  and 
circumstances  relative  thereto  as  heretofore  in- 
dicated by  actu?J  experience  ? 

General  Hagood — Did  not  think  the  garrison 
of  Battery  Wagner  can  be  saved  without  we 
steal  a  march  on  the  enemy,  and  that  when  the 
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enemy  approaches  nearer,  he  will  be  certain  to 
get  knowledge  of  any  movement  toward  evacu- 
ation. 

General  Colquitt— Thought  the  enemy  may  take 
the  position  at  his  pleasure  ;  may  light  up  the 
work  no w  with  calcium  lights  ;  that  the  chances 
are  diminishing  daily  for  saving  the  garrison. 
But  both  thought  with  proper  precautions  the 
garrison  might  be  successfully  withdrawn. 

Colonel  Harris — Did  not  believe  the  enemy 
would  attempt  assault,  but  would  seek  to  take 
it  by  regular  approaches  on  the  salient,  hence 
the  garrison  might  be  saved  within  two  days  of 
the  time  the  enemy  would  be  able  to  reach  the 
ditch,  or  the  completion  of  his  approaches. 

Tliird — How  long  after  the  loss  or  evacuation 
of  Wagner  could  Fort  Gregg  be  held  ? 

General  Hagood — If  vigorously  attacked, 
Battery  Gregg»  would  fall  immediately  after 
Wagner  was  carried. 

General  Colquitt — Would  evacuate  both  the 
same  night. 

Colonel  Harris — Believed  if  vigorously  fol- 
lowed up,  Battery  Gregg  must  fall  immediately 
after  the  enemy  shall  get  possession  of  Wagner. 
In  case  the  reduction  of  Wagner  is  delayed  a 
week,  we  can,  however,  throw  up  intermediate 
works  for  infantry  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  delay  the  fall  of  Battery  Gregg,  say, 
three  days. 

Fourth— Can  the  heavy  guns  (two  in  Wagner 
and  three  in  Gregg)  in  those  two  works  be  re- 
moved before  their  evacuation,  without  endan- 
gering the  safety  of  the  works  and  their  garri- 
son ? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt — Thought  the 
columbiads  could  be  removed  without  en- 
dangering the  safety  of  the  garrison,  especiaUy 
if  precautions  were  taken  to  assure  the  men 
that  these  guns  were  removed  because-  now 
useless,  and  to  be  replaced  by  others  more  effec- 
tive in  this  stage  of  defence.  The  columbiads 
do  not  materially  enhance  the  strength  of  the 
works  at  this  time. 

Colonel  Harris — Thought,  if  obstinate  resist- 
ance is  to  be  made,  the  guns  should  not  be  re- 
moved. 

Fifth — Can  we  take  the  offensive  suddenly 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  by  throwing, 
during  the  night,  three  thousand  men  on  the 
north  end  of  Morris  Island,  making,  in  all,  four 
thousand  men  available,  bearing  in  mind  that 
no  reinforcements  could  be  sent  there  until 
night,  and  perhaps  none  for  several  nights,  ac- 
cording to  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  iron- 
clads and  the  fire  of  his  land  batteries  ? 

Generals  Hagood  and  Colquitt — Did  not  think 
the  offensive  can  now  be  undertaken  with  our 
present  means  of  transportation,  and  thought  it 
would  certainly  fail  if  attempted. 

At  half  past  two  p.  M.,  Brigadier-Generals 
Hagood  and  Colquitt  were  dismissed  to  their 
posts,  and  at  three  p.  M.  the  conference  was  ad- 
journed, to  meet  again  at  eight  p.  M. 

At  eight  p.  M.  the  conference  was  resumed. 


Present — General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Major-Gen- 
eral J.  F.  Gilmer,  Brigadier-General  R.  S.  Ripley, 
Brigadier-General  Thomas  Jordan,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel D.  B.  Harris. 

A  discussion  then  took 'place  relative  to  the 
condition  of  the  works — the  probable  plan  of 
attack  of  the  enemy,  our  means  of  defence,  of 
transportation,  and  reasons  for  prolonging  our 
foothold  on  Morris  Island  until  ten  o'clock 
p.  M.,  the  result  of  which  was  the  determination 
by  the  commanding  General,  to  hold  Morris 
Island  so  long  as  communication  with  it  could 
be  maintained  at  night  by  means  of  row-boats, 
but  for  which  purpose  sailors,  or  men  able  to 
handle  boats  and  oars  with  efficiency,  were 
essential.  It  was  agreed  that  the  holding  of 
Morris  Island  as  long  as  possible  was  most  im- 
portant to  the  safety  and  free  use  of  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  and  our  ability  to  keep  up  easy 
communication  with  the  works  on  Sullivan's 
and  James  Islands,  in  view  of  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  renew  applications  by  tele- 
graph to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Naval  De- 
partments for  some  two  hundred  sailors  or  oars- 
men, which  was  done  at  once.  It  was  further 
decided  that  the  five  heavy  guns  on  Morris 
Island,  being  necessary,  morally  and  physically, 
for  the  defence  of  the  position  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  such  being  the  difficulties,  if  not, 
indeed,  the  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  their  removal  at  this  time,  that  no  effort 
should  be  made  to  save  them,  and  consequently 
that  they  should  be  ultimately  destroyed,  with 
as  much  of  the  works  as  practicable,  when  fur- 
ther defence  was  abandoned.  The  conference 
was  then  adjourned  until  an  answer  should  be 
received  to  application  for  oarsmen. 

CHABLESTON,  S.  C.,  September  7,  1863. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  instant,  the  de- 
spatches herewith,  marked  "  A,"  and  subsequent- 
ly a  letter,  marked  "  B,"  from  Colonel  L.  M. 
Keitt,  commanding  Confederate  States  forces  on 
Morris  Island,  having  been  received,  reporting 
that  Battery  Wagner  was  no  longer  tenable,. and 
that  the  garrison  must  be  sacrificed  if  the  posi- 
tion was  not  evacuated  that  night,  detailed 
orders  were  issued  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
garrison  and  destruction  of  the  works  and  arma- 
ment, contingent  on  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Harris,  Chief  Engineer,  who  was  direct- 
ed to  repair  at  once  to  Battery  Wagner  and 
inspect  and  report  its  condition  for  further 
defence.  His  report  is  appended,  marked  "  C." 
Meantime,  Flag  Officer  Tucker  was  conferred 
with  and  called  on  for  such  means  of  assistance 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  as  were  at 
his  disposition,  and  every  possible  arrangement 
was  made.  The  orders  and  an  accompanying 
memorandum,  marked  "  E  "  and  "  F,"  were  fi- 
nally issued  and  reached  Morris  Island  about  six 
p.  M.  Orders  several  days  previously,  un  lei- 
instructions  from  these  headquarters,  had  been 
issued  by  the  district  commander,  regulating 
the  manner  of  destroying  the  work  and  arma- 
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ment,  in  case  of  such  an  exigency.    See  paper 
marked  "  F." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

INSTRUCTIONS  IN  REFERENCE  TO  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
TERIES WAGNER  AND  GREGG. 

[CONFIDENTIAL.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  MILITARY  DISTRICT,        } 

DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND    y 

FLORIDA,  CHARLESTON,  S.  C. ,  September  5,  1863.     J 

Commanding  Officer  Battery  Wagner  : 

SIR:  As  it  is  within  the  contingencies  that 
Batteries  Wagner  and  Gregg  may  be  evacuated, 
I  wish  the  engineer  and  artillery  officers  to  be 
fully  prepared.  A  quantity  of  safety-fuse  has 
been  sent  down,  at  different  times,  to  both  Bat- 
teries Wagner  and  Gregg.  This  will  at  once  be 
examined  and  kept  in  place  for  service.  All 
magazines  will  be  prepared  for  explosion,  be- 
fore the  final  evacuation  takes  place,  by  caus- 
ing safety-fuses,  at  least  three  in  number,  to  be 
inserted  in  a  file  of  cartridges  or  a  barrel  of 
powder  in  each  magazine,  to  be  carefully  trained 
so  that  ignition  be  not  premature,  and  of  the 
length  to  insure  time  for  leaving  with  the  rear 

fuard.  The  fuse  burns  fifteen  seconds  to  the 
)ot,  so  that  if  ten  minutes  is  required,  the 
length  of  the  fuse  should  be  forty  feet,  or  more 
in  proportion. 

The  Engineer  Officer,  or  some  careful  person, 
should  be  provided  with  matches  and  linstock, 
and,  at  a  signal  from  the  commanding  officer, 
should  light  carefully,  and  without  undue  haste, 
each  safety-fuse,  and  report. 

The  Artillery  Officer  should  destroy  the  im- 
plements of  each  gun  which  is  not  firing,  and 
should  spike  securely  all  the  guns  of  smaller 
calibre,  destroy  the  elevating  screws,  and  ren- 
der the  carriages  unserviceable.  It  will  be  well 
to  ram  a  shot  or  shell  down  without  cartridge, 
first  inserting  a  small  wedge  of  wood,  to  cause 
the  ball  to  stick  in  its  position. 

The  ten-inch  columbiads,  if  not  removed, 
must  be  destroyed.  They  must  be  burst,  if  pos- 
sible. It  is  intended  to  send  down  a  few  two- 
hundred-and-ten-pound  bolts,  with  Tennessee 
caps.  If  these  come,  put  in  two  cartridges, 
with  two  bolts,  prime  with  powder,  and  lash  a 
small  cartridge  over  the  vent,  with  a  slow 
match  inserted.  Let  the  matches  be  fired  at  the 
same  time  with  the  magazines.  It  will  be  well 
to  cut  through  the  braces  of  the  carriage,  and 
put  all  the  eccentric  wheels  in  gear.  If  the 
bolts  do  not  come,  put  in  two  cartridges,  two 
solid  shot,  another  cartridge,  and  then  fill  the 
gun  up  to  the  muzzle,  priming  and  arranging 
the  safety-fuses  as  before. 

Other  instructions  will  be  given  with  regard 
to  the  evacuation,  as  far  as  the  troops  are  con- 
cerned ;  but  should  it  take  place,  as  these  ar- 
rangements will  depend  on  circumstances — and 
the  circumstances  and  the  destruction  of  arma- 
ment, &c.,  will  require  consideration  and  espe- 
cially coolness  on  the  part  of  the  artillery  and 


engineer  officers — it  has  been  thought  proper 
to  send  these  instructions  now.  You  will  please 
communicate  them  to  the  artillery  and  engineer 
officers  of  the  command,  and  furnish  them  with 
the  copies  inclosed,  in  strict  confidence.  They 
must  be  turned  over  to  their  successors,  as  will 
be  the  case  with  this  paper  to  the  officer  who 
relieves  you.  Should  Battery  Gregg  be  evacu- 
ated, the  same  arrangements  will  be  made  for 
the  demolition  of  magazines  and  armament ;  but, 
of  course,  at  that  point  it  will  not  take  place 
until  the  last  moment,  according  to  instructions 
from  these  or  Department  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Official:        WM.  F.  NANCE, 

A.  A.  G. 

Official:        E.  KEARNY, 

A.  A.  A.  G. 

TELEGRAMS  GIVING   EFFECTIVE    FORCE    AT    WAGNER- 
STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  AT  THAT  WORK,  ETC. 

I.  By  signal,  received  at  12:45  A.  M.,  September 
sixth,  1863. 

MORRIS  ISLAND,  September  5,  1863. 
Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  G.  : 

I  had  nine  hundred,  and  not  fourteen  hundred 
men.  About  one  hundred  of  these  to-day  were 
killed  and  wounded.  The  parapet  of  salient  is 
badly  breached.  The  whole  fort  is  much  weak- 
ened. A  repetition  to-morrow  of  to-day's  fire 
will  make  the  fort  almost  a  ruin.  The  mortar 
fire  is  still  very  heavy  and  fatal,  and  no  important 
work  can  be  done.  Is  it  desirable  to  sacrifice 
the  garrison  ?  To  continue  to  hold  it  is  to  do 
so.  Captain  Lee,  the  engineer,  has  read  this 
and  agrees.  Act  promptly  and  answer  at  once. 

L.  M.  KEITT, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

The  above  was  received  by  me  at  1.30  A.  M., 
September  sixth.  G.  T.  B. 

For  answer  of  General  commanding  see  No.  4. 

II.  By  signal  from  Morris  Island. 

8.45  A.  M.,  September  6th. 

Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  G. : 

Incessant  fire  from  Yankee  mortar  and  Parrott 
battery.  Can't  work  negroes — better  look  after 
them  promptly.  Had  thirty  or  forty  soldiers 
wounded  in  an  attempt  to  work.  Will  do  all  I 
can,  but  fear  the  garrison  will  be  destroyed 
without  injuring  the  enemy.  The  fleet  is  open- 
ing, but  I  hope  that  we  may  stand  till  to-night. 

COLONEL  KEITT. 

III.  By  signal  from  Montis  Island. 

10.30  A.  M.,  September  6th. 

Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  G. : 

Boats  must  be  at  Cummins'  Point  early  to- 
night, without  fail.  COLONEL  KEITT. 
Official: 

E.  KEAENY, 

A.  A.  A.G 
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IV.  By  signal  to  Colonel  L.  M.  Keitt,  command- 
ing Morris  Island. 

CHARLESTON,  September  6,  1863—2.15  A.  M. 

Repair  work  with  soldiers  and  negroes  on 
island.  I  will  determine  to-day  what  measures 
to  adopt.  No  action  should  be  taken  in  haste. 
Tis  too  late  to  act  this  night. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
Official : 

E.  KEARNY, 

A.  A.  A.  G. 

MORRIS  ISLAND,  September  6,  1863 — 3.15  P.  M. 

Captain  Nance  : 

Will  boats  be  here  to-night  for  the  garrison  ? 
If  so,  at  what  time  ?  And  if  our  sacrifice  be  of 
benefit,  I  am  ready ;  let  it  be  said  so,  and  I  will 
storm  the  enemy's  works  at  once,  or  lose  every 
man  here.  The  enemy  are  within  fifty  yards  of 
us,  and  before  day  dawns  we  should  assault 
him,  if  we  remain  here.  Answer  positively,  and 
at  once. 

Assistant  Engineer  Stiles  has  just  inspected 
the  fort.  He  says  it  is  untenable. 

L.  M.  KEITT, 

Colonel,  commanding. 
Official : 

W.  F.  NANCE, 

A.  A.  G. 

E.  KEARNY, 

A.  A.  A.  G. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTERY  WAGNER,  September  6,  1863. 

Captain  Nance,  A.  A.  G.,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

CAPTAIN  :  The  enemy  will,  by  night,  advance 
their  parallel  to  the  most  of  this  battery.  The 
garrison  must  be  taken  away  immediately  after 
dark,  or  will  be  destroyed  or  captured.  It  is 
idle  to  deny  that  the  heavy  Parrott  shell  have 
breached  the  walls  and  are  knocking  away  the 
bomb-proofs.  Pray  have  boats  immediately 
after  dark  at  Cummins'  Point,  to  take  away  the 
men.  I  say  deliberately  that  this  must  be  done, 
or  the  garrison  will  be  sacrificed.  I  am  sending 
the  wounded  and  sick  now  to  Cummins'  Point, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so,  if  possible,  until  all 
are  gone.  I  have  a  number  of  them  now  there. 
I  have  not  in  the  garrison  four  hundred 
effective  men,  excluding  artillery.  The  engineers 
agree  in  opinion  with  me,  or  rather  shape  my 
opinion.  I  shall  say  no  more. 

L.  M.  KEITT. 
E.  KEARXY, 

A.  A.  A.  G. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS  DIRECTING  THE  EVACUATION  OF  BAT- 
TERIES WAGNER  AND  GREGG. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  ~\ 
GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA, 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  September  6, 1863.  J 

Special  Orders,  No.  176. 

Battery  Wagner,  Morris  Island,  being  no 
longer  tenable,  without  undue  loss  of  life,  and 
the  risk  of  final  capture  of  its  entire  garrison 
the  position  and  Battery  Gregg  will  be  evacu- 
ated as  soon  as  practicable,  to  which  end  the 


following  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the 
district  commander : 

1.  Two  of  the  Confederate  States  iron-clads 
should  take  up  positions  near  Fort  Sumter,  with 
their  guns  bearing  on  Cummins'  Point,  and  to 
the  eastward  of  it. 

At  the  same  time  ah1  our  land  batteries  will  be 
held  prepared  to  sweep  all  the  water  faces  of 
Battery  Gregg.  Transport  steamers  will  take 
positions  within  the  harbor,  but  as  near  as  prac- 
ticable to  Cummins'  Point,  to  receive  the  men 
from  the  row-boats,  by  which-  the  embarkation 
will  be  effected  from  Morris  Island. 

As  many  row-boats  as  necessary,  or  which 
can  be  manned  by  efficient  oarsmen,  will  be  pro- 
vided and  kept  in  readiness  at  once,  to  proceed 
to  and  reach  Cummins'  Point,  or  that  vicinity,  as 
soon  after  dark  as  may  be  prudent.  Having 
reached  the  beach  of  Morris  Island,  a  courier,  or 
a  relay  of  footmen,  will  be  dispatched  by  the 
naval  officer  in  charge,  with  notice  of  the  fact  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  Battery  Wagner,  and 
of  the  exact  transport  capacity  of  the  boats.  A 
naval  officer,  with  proper  assistants,  will  have 
exclusive  charge  of  the  boats  and  of  their  move- 
ments. 

2.  The  commanding  officer  of  Battery  Wag- 
ner having  made,  during  the  day,  all  arrange- 
ments for  the  evacuation  and  destruction  of  the 
work  and  armament,  and  when  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  boats,  will  direct — first,  the  re- 
moval and  embarkation  of  all  wounded  men ; 
and,  thereafter,  according  to  the  capacity  of  the 
boats  at  hand,  wih1  withdraw  his  command,  by 
companies,  with  soldierly  silence  and  delibera- 
tion.    Two  companies  wih1  remain  in  any  event 
to  preserve  a  show  of  occupation  and  repair, 
and  to  defend  from  assault  during  embarkation  ; 
and  it  is  strictly  enjoined  that  no  more  men  shall 
be  permitted  to  quit  the  work  and  go  to  the 
landing,  than  can  be  safely  embarked.     The  em- 
barkation will  be  superintended  by  the  field 
officers,  or  regimental  and  battalion  commanders, 
who  will  halt  and  keep  their  respective  com- 
mands about  one  hundred  (100)  yards  from  the 
boats,  divide   them  into   suitable   squads,  for 
assignment  to  the  boats,  in  exact  conformity 
with  the  directions  of  the  naval  officers  in  charge 
of  embarkation,  and  then  superintend 'the  dis- 
position of  the  men  accordingly,  impressing  on 
all  the  vital  necessity  for  silence,  obedience  to 
orders,  and  the  utmost  coolness. 

3.  The  companies  left  to  occupy  Battery  Wag- 
ner to  the  last,  will  be  under  the  charge  of  a 
firm  and  intelligent  field  officer,  who  wtll  not 
withdraw  his  command  until  assured  there  is 
sufficient  transportation  for  all   the  remaining 
garrison  of  the  island,  including  that  of  Battery 
Gregg. 

4.  The  final  evacuation  will  depend  for  suc- 
cess, on  the  utmost  coolness  and  quiet  on  the 
part    of    every    man.     At  least   two    officers, 
previously  selected,  will  be  left  to  light  the 
fuses,  already  arranged  and  timed  to  about  fif- 
teen minutes,  to   blow  up  the  magazine  and 
bomb-proof,  and  to  destroy  the  armament  in  the 
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manner  already  indicated  in  special  instructions 
from  district  headquarters.  But  the  fuses  must 
not  be  set  on  fire  until  it  is  certain  that  there  is 
transportation  for  the  removal  of  all  the  garri- 
son, or  except  the  enemy  become  aware  of  the 
evacuation  and  are  evidently  about  to  storm  and 
enter  the  work.  The  men  must  be  embarked  with 
arms  loaded,  ready  to  repel  an  attack  by  both 
parties  of  the  enemy. 

5.  The  garrison  of  Battery  Gregg  will  stand 
stanchly  at  their  post  until  the  last  company 
from  Battery  Wagner  shall  be  embarked.  It 
will  then  take  to  the  boats  with  silence  and  de- 
liberation, provision  having  been  dnly  made  at 
Battery  Wagner  for  the  destruction  of  the  work 
and  its  ordnance.  Both  explosions  shall  be  as 
nearly  simultaneous  as  possible,  and  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  evacuation  will  probably 
be  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  high  duty  will 
be  to  apply  the  fire  to  the  fuses  at  Battery 
Wagner. 

The  garrison  of  Battery  Gregg  will  be  em- 
barked with  the  same  precautions  and  regula- 
tions as  prescribed  for  Battery  Wagner. 

In  case  the  enemy  should  carry  Battery  Wag- 
ner immediately  after  the  garrison  shall  have 
evacuated,  or  in  any  way  the  explosion  of  the 
magazine  shall  be  prevented,  a  signal  of  three 
(3)  rockets,  discharged  in  rapid  succession,  shall 
be  made  from  Battery  Gregg,  when  the  naval 
vessels  in  position  and  our  land  batteries  bearing 
on  Battery  Wagner  will  be  opened  with  a 
steady  fire  on  the  sight  of  that  work,  as  will  be 
likewise  done  immediately  after  an  explosion 
shah1  take  place,  and  this  fire  will  be  maintained 
slowly  during  the  night. 

Brigadier-General  Ripley  will  give  such  addi- 
tional orders  as  will  be  calculated  to  secure  the 
successful  evacuation  of  Morris  Island,  or  to 
meet  emergencies.  He  will  confer  with  Flag 
Officer  Ingraham,  and  procure  all  necessary  as- 
sistance. 

The  operation  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  ever 
attempted  in  war.  Coolness,  resolute  courage, 
judgment  and  inflexibility  on  the  part  of  officers  ; 
obedience  to  orders  and  a  constant  sense  of  the 
necessity  for  silence  on  the  part  of  the  men,  are 
essential  for  complete  success  and  the  credit 
which  must  attach  to  those  who  achieve  it. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

THOMAS  JOKDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff, 

Official : 

JOHN  M.  OTEY, 

A.  A.  G. 

MEMORANDUM  IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF 
TROOPS  FROM  MORRIS  ISLAND. 


CHA 

Brigadier-General  R.   S.  Ripley,  commanding 

First  Military  District,  Charleston,  S.  C: 

The  steamboats    to  take    position   near   the 

south  edge  of  the  channel,  and  about  midway 

between   Forts    Johnson   and   Sumter.      Small 

boats  to  ply  between  steamers  and  Cummins' 


Point ;  should  steamboats  be  driven  from  their 
position,  must  go  to  Fort  Johnson. 

First  trip  of  small  boats  to  take  off  the  sick 
and  wounded  to  steamboats. 

First  (and  possibly  the  second)  trip  with 
troops,  to  be  landed  at  Sumter,  the  rest  at  steam- 
ers. If  the  steamboats  are  driven  away  by 
shot  and  shell,  then  at  Johnson. 

The  trips  to  be  continued  until  ah1  are  off  of 
Morris  Island,  notwithstanding  the  shelling  of 
the  enemy. 

The  troops  landed  at  Sumter  to  be  removed 
to  steamers  or  Fort  Johnson,  as  soon  as  the 
transportation  of  the  whole  from  Morris  Island 
shall  have  been  finished. 

A  fast  boat  to  be  left  behind  for  the  dozen 
(about)  officers  who  are  to  blow  up  magazines, 
burst  guns,  etc. 

Officers  in  Sumter  must  be  notified  of  the  in- 
tention to  land  troops  at  that  work,  from  Morris 
Island. 

All  the  batteries  must  be  notified  of  this 
movement  of  small  boats  and  steamers  in  the 
harbor  to-night. 

When  the  officers  left  at  Wagner  and  Gregg 
to  explode  magazines,  &c.,  shall  have  got  suffi- 
ciently far  from  Cummins'  Point  for  our  batteries 
to  open  on  the  site  of  those  two  works,  those 
officers  will  set  off  from  their  boat  three  rockets, 
or  make  some  other  agreed  signal  to  notify  the 
batteries  that  they  can  commence  firing. 

A  blue  light  at  Gregg  will  indicate  when  the 
ten-minute  fuses  in  Wagner  are  to  be  lighted  : 
those  in  Gregg  are  not  to  be  lighted  until  the 
officers  from  Wagner  have  reported. 

Troops  in  Wagner  and  Gregg  will  march  at 
proper  times  to  Cummins'  Point  beach,  by  com- 
panies, each  company  being  halted  about  one 
hundred  yards  from  the  position  of  the  boats  ; 
their  officers  will  then  send  them  by  squads 
equivalent  to  the  capacity  of  each  boat  'destined 
to  receive  them.  All  the  men  must  have  their 
arms  loaded  on  entering  the  boats  to  defend 
themselves  in  case  of  necessity. 

The  most  complete  silence  and  order  must  be 
maintained  throughout  the  entire  operation. 
G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  commanding. 
Official: 

A.  R.  CHISHOLM, 

A.  D.  C, 
Official : 

JOHN  M.  OTEY, 
A.  A.  G. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  ELLIOTT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORT  SUMTER,  \ 
September  9,  1863.     / 

Captain  W.  F.  Nance,  A.  A.  G.: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

About  eight  o'clock,  yesterday,  the  Ironsides, 
and  five  monitors,  took  positions  close  to  Sulli- 
van's Island,  and  engaged  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the 
batteries  on  that  island.  They  kept  up  a  very 
severe  fire  for  several  hours,  our  batteries  replj 
ing  promptly. 
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Yesterday  morning,  a  monitor  was  evidently 
aground  near  Morris  Island  ;  on  reporting  the 
fact,  Fort  Moultrie  opened  on  her,  hitting  her 
effectively  at  least  twice.  Her  deck  was  six 
feet  above  the  water-line,  leaving  her  sides  ex- 
posed. Shell  Point  battery  also  fired  on  her. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  fire  was  not  more 
general  and  continuous.  At  high  water,  in  the 
afternoon,  she  got  oif. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  fleet  with  Fort 
Moultrie,  the  monitors  were  frequently  struck, 
and  the  Ironsides  had  her  deck  hit  twice,  one 
of  the  shots  tearing  away  a  large  portion  of  her 
upper  bulwarks.  She  lay  alongside  of  a  trans- 
port all  the  afternoon,  evidently  undergoing 
repairs. 

Having  for  several  nights  expected  a  boat 
attack,  I  had  one-third  of  the  garrison  under 
arms  on  the  parapet,  and  the  remainder  so 
posted  as  to  reinforce  with  promptness. 

At  one  A.  M.,  this  morning,  I  saw  a  fleet  of 
barges  approaching  from  the  eastward.  I  or- 
dered the  fire  to  be  reserved  until  they  should 
arrive  within  a  few  yards  of  the  fort.  The 
enemy  attempted  to  land  on  the  south-eastern 
and  southern  faces.  He  was  received  by  a  well 
directed  fire  of  musketry,  and  by  hand-grenades, 
which  were  very  effective  in  demoralizing  him. 
Fragments  of  the  epauleinent  were  also  thrown 
down  upon  him.  The  crews  near  the  shore 
sought  refuge  in  the  recesses  of  the  foot  of  the 
scarp ;  those  farther  of,  in  flight.  The  repulse 
was  decided,  and  the  assault  was  not  renewed. 
His  force  is  reported  to  have  been  four  hundred 
men,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  been  much 
larger.  His  loss  is  four  men  killed;  two  offi- 
cers and  seventeen  men  wounded,  and  ten  offi- 
cers and  ninety-two  men  captured.  We  secured 
five  stands  of  colors  and  five  barges ;  others 
were  disabled,  and  drifted  off.  One  gunboat,  and 
Fort  Johnson,  and  the  Sullivan's  Island  batteries 
enfiladed  our  faces,  and  contributed  to  prevent 
a  renewal  of  the  assault.  Many  of  the  shots 
struck  the  fort.  The  garrison,  consisting  of  the 
Charleston  battalion,  behaved  admirably.  All 
praise  is  due  to  Major  Blake,  his  officers  and 
men,  for  the  promptness  and  gallantry  displayed 
in  the  defence. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  ELLIOTT,  Jr., 

Major  Artillery,  P.  A.  C.  S.,  commanding. 


Doc.  46. 
THE  SIEGE  OF  VICKSBUEG,  MISSISSIPPI. 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  PEMBERTON'S  REPORT 

HEADQUARTERS  GAINESVILLE,  ALABAILA,  ) 
August  2d,  1863.         j 

General  S.  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G.,  Richmond,  Va. : 
GENERAL  :  At  the  earliest  moment  compatible 
with  the  performance  of  other  and  very  press- 
ing duties,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops 


of  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East 
Louisiana,  preceding  and  during  the  siege  re- 
sulting in  the  capitulation  of  Vicksburg.  The 
enemy,  after  long  continued  and  strenuous  efforts 
to  reach  the  right  flank  of  Vicksburg  by  forc- 
ing a  passage  through  the  upper  Yazoo  River, 
finally  relinquished  his  design,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  April,  re-embarked  his 
troops,  and  before  daylight  was  in  rapid  retreat. 
About  the  same  time  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
which  had  been  collected  at  Baton  Rouge,  was 
mostly  withdrawn,  and  transferred  to  Western 
Louisiana,  leaving  but  one  division  to  occupy 
that  place.  After  consultation  by  telegraph 
with  Major-General  Gardner,  commanding  Port 
Hudson  and  the  Third  military  district,  deem- 
ing the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson  more  than 
sufficient  under  existing  circumstances,  and  to 
save  supplies  at  a  point  so  difficult  to  provide 
— the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  being 
then  obstructed  to  us,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Red  River,  from  whence  large  quantities  of 
subsistence  stores  were  drawn,  being  blockaded 
by  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats — I  ordered 
Rust's  brigade  and  two  regiments,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Buford,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  with  the  then  view  of 
employing  them  against  raids  of  the  enemy  in 
Northern  Mississippi,  my  great  deficiency  in 
cavalry  leaving  that  portion  of  the  department 
almost  without  protection. 

About  the  eleventh  March,  fearing  that  the 
enemy  might  succeed  in  opening  a  canal,  prac- 
ticable for  the  passage  of  transports  across  the 
peninsula  opposite  Vicksburg,  I  deemed  it 
necessary  to  occupy  Grand  Gulf,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Black,  and  assigned  Brigadier- 
General  Jno.  S.  Bo  wen,  with  his  Missouri 
brigade,  to  that  point,  with  instructions  to  con- 
struct batteries  for  the  protection  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Black,  and  as  a  secondary  obstacle  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississipp  iRiver.  Gen- 
eral Bowen  was  also  directed  to  look  well  to  the 
approaches  by  the  Bayou  Pierre.  He  subse- 
quently informed  me  that  he  had  prepared  for 
the  defence  on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou.  On  the 
twenty-second,  five  heavy  guns  were  mounted 
and  ready  for  service  ;  two  of  these  were  re- 
moved from  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  and  three 
intended  for  gunboats  being  built  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  were  detained  by  my 
order,  it  being  impracticable  to  obtain  them  else- 
where. At  the  same  time  the  enemy  commenced 
his  movement  to  reach  Vicksburg  by  the  Hush- 
puccana  and  Deer  Creek  ;  another  expedition  was 
also  attempted  through  Steel's  Bayou,  via  Roll- 
ing Fork  and  the  Sunflower,  the  object  of  both 
being  to  enter  the  Yazoo  River,  above  Haynes 
Bluff;  in  these  designs  he  was  completely 
baffled.  Many  of  our  smaller  boats,  which  were 
also  fitted  for  the  navigation  of  these  streams, 
and  which  were  employed  in  the  tranportation 
of  supplies  for  Vicksburg,  were  necessarily 
diverted  from  this  purpose  to  transport  troops 
to  meet  and  repel  these  expeditions.  The  same 
interruption  in  the  transportation  of  supplies 
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was  also  of  constant  occurrence  during  the  pro- 
tracted expedition  via  the  Yazoo  Pass. 

On  the  seventh  of  April  I  received  a  telegram 
from  the  President,  inquiring  as  to  the  practi- 
cability of  sending  reinforcements  to  General 
Bragg,  in  Middle  Tennessee,  and  directing  me 
to  send  them  if  existing  circumstances  in  the 
department  would  admit  of  it. 

On  the  same  day  I  informed  the  President  by 
telegram,  that  in  my  judgment  it  was  not  safe 
to  dimmish  the  forces  in  this  department  at  that 
time.  On  the  ninth  of  April  I  telegraphed 
General  S.  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G.,  as  follows: 
"  I  am  confident  that  few  reinforcements,  if  any, 
have  been  sent  to  Rosecrans  from  Grant;  no 
troops  whatever  are  reported  to  have  gone 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  Pass.  I  endeavor 
to  keep  General  Johnston  advised  of  any  move- 
ment which  may  affect  his  army.  The  enemy 
is  constantly  in  motion  in  all  directions  ;  he 
appears  now  to  be  particulary  engaged  with 
Deer  Creek,  by  land  from  Greenville.  I  have 
forces  there  to  meet  him.  It  is  reported,  but 
not  yet  confirmed,  that  a  movement  under 
McClernand,  in  large  force  by  land,  is  in  pro- 
gress west  of  the  river  and  southward ;  I  doubt 
it.  My  operations  west  of  the  Mississippi  must 
greatly  depend  on  the  movement  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats.  I  have  several  regiments  now  near 
New  Carthage.  I  will  inform  you  promptly  of 
anything  important,  and  if  I  ascertain  that  part 
of  Grant's  army  is  reinforcing  Rosecrans,  will 
dispatch  troops  to  General  Johnston  as  rapidly 
as  possible." 

On  the  eleventh  of  April,  I  again  telegraphed 
General  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G.,  and  General  J.  E. 
Johnston,  at  Tullahoma,  as  follows :  "  A  scout 
from  Austin  reports  that  forty  transports,  loaded 
down,  but  without  troops,  passed  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  on  the  third  and  fourth  instant." 
Brigadier-General  Chalmers  reports  that  Ellett's 
marine  brigade  passed  up  the  Mississippi  on  the 
seventh.  The  same  evening,  three  gunboats 
and  nineteen  transports,  loaded  wfth  troops, 
passed  up— the  last  ten  boats  from  Tallahatchie, 
twenty  miles  up  Cold  Water,  on  Wednesday, 
going  up.  I  think  that  most  of  Grant's  forces 
are  being  withdrawn  to  Memphis." 

On  the  same  day  I  again  telegraphed  General 
Johnston  as  follows :  "  The  following  report  just 
received :  Scout  Kemp  reports :  '  Near  Byhalia  on 
.the  tenth ;  the  enemy  is  strengthening  his  guard 
on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 
Twelve  thousand  troops  passed  Memphis  going 
up  the  river,  on  the  seventh.  The  same  day, 
fifty  pieces  of  artillery  were  landed  at  Memphis, 
and  taken  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  depot. 
Part  of  Grant's  army  reported  to  be  going  to 
Corinth,  and  down  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road— the  balance  to  reinforce  Rosecrans.'  Law- 
son  reports,  near  Memphis,  tenth:  'Marine 
brigade  gone  up  Cumberland  River  ;  also,  four- 
teen transports  and  two  gunboats  passed  up  the 
river  on  the  night  of  the  seventh.  A  corps  of 
engineers  reached  Memphis  from  below.' "  Act- 
ing on  these  and  other  corroborating  reports,  I 


said  to  General  Johnston,  in  closing  my  dis- 
patch :  "  I  am  collecting  troops  here,  and  can 
send  you  four  thousand  (4,000)  at  once,  if  abso- 
lutely necessary  ;"  and,  accordingly,  the  brigades 
of  Generals  Tilghman,  Rust,  and  Buford,  were, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  April,  placed  under  orders 
to  move  with  dispatch  to  Tullahoma,  while 
General  Vaughn's  brigade,  of  East  Tennesseans, 
was  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at 
short  notice.  Major  L.  Minis,  Chief  Quarter- 
'master,  was  instructed  to  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation  as  speedily  as  possible  ;  and  the 
following  dispatch,  dated  April  twelfth,  was 
transmitted  to  General  Johnston :  "  I  will  for- 
ward troops  to  you  as  fast  as  transportation  can 
be  furnished,  about  eight  thousand  men.  Am 
satisfied  Rosecrans  will  be  reinforced  from 
Grant's  army.  Shall  I  order  troops  to  Tulla- 
homa?" On  the  fifteenth  April,  statements 
made  by  persons  just  out  of  Memphis,  of  which 
I  was  notified  by  telegraph,  indicated  that  the 
retrograde  movement  from  Vicksburg  was  prob- 
ably a  ruse,  and  that  an  early  attack  might  be 
expected  on  that  place  ;  and  on  the  sixteenth,  I 
telegraphed  General  Johnston  thus :  "  I  can 
send  you  only  two  brigades  ;  the  latest  informa- 
tion induces  the  belief  that  no  large  part  of 
Grant's  army  will  be  removed."  On  the  same 
day  General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  delay 
the  movement  of  Vaughn's  brigade  ;  and  on 
the  seventeenth  Major  Mims,  Chief  Quarter- 
master, was  instructed  that  no  more  troops 
would  be  forwarded  in  the  direction  of  Tulla- 
hon^a  until  further  orders. 

General  Tilghman's  was  held  in  position  be- 
tween Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  and 
on  the  same  day  the  following  telegram  was 
dispatched  to  General  Cooper,  A.  and  I.  G. : 
General  Stevenson  reports  that  eight  boats  at- 
tempted to  pass  Vicksburg  last  night ;  five  suc- 
ceeded in  passing,  one  was  burned  and  sunk, 
and  two  disabled.  General  Chalmers  reports 
sixty-four  steamers  left  Memphis  on  the  fif- 
teenth instant,  loaded  with  troops  and  negroes, 
apparently  with  intention  of  making  an  assault 
on  Vicksburg.  The  enemy  has  nine  (9)  boats 
between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  I  cannot 
send  any  more  troops,  and  think  that  those  on 
the  way  to  General  Johnston  should  come  back." 
General  Bowen,  at  Grand  Gulf  was  immedi- 
ately advised  of  the  passage  of  the  boats  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  dispatch,  and  instructed 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Louisiana 
shore,  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity ;  he 
was  also  immediately  reinforced  by  the  Sixth 
Mississippi  regiment  and  First  Confederate  bat- 
talion, and  a  field  battery.  On  the  same  day  the 
following  telegram  was  dispatched  to  General 
Johnston.  "  The  troops  sent  you  were  taken 
from  Port  Hudson  ;  a  brigade  under  Brigadier- 
eneral  Buford,  aggregate  present  four  thou- 
sand and  sixty-five.  The  enemy  has  nine  boats 
between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  He  has 
land  forces  at  New  Carthage,  from  Grant's  army, 
and  can  reinforce  them  to  any  extent ;  he  can 
use  his  'nine  boats  to  cross  his  troops  to  this 
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side.  The  arrival  of  General  Lorenzo  Thomas 
has  changed  the  enemy's  plans,  or  his  move- 
ment up  the  river  was  a  ruse.  I  ought  to  have 
back  Bnford's  brigade ;  certainly  no  more 
troops  should  leave  this  department.  A  dis- 
patch from  Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  yester- 
day, says,  sixty-four  boats  left  Memphis  since 
Thursday,  loaded  with  soldiers  and  negroes, 
ostensibly  to  assault  Vicksburg.  The  raft  on 
the  Yazoo,  at  Snyder's  Mills,  has  given  way,  and 
is  entirely  destroyed  ;  I  am,  therefore,  compelled 
to  strengthen  the  batteries  there  at  the  expense 
of  Vicksburg.  General  Stevenson  reports  that 
eight  boats  passed  the  bend  last  night ;  one  was 
burned  and  two  disabled  ;  apparently,  the  other 
five  escaped  uninjured.  Indications  of  an  at- 
tack on  Vicksburg  are  so  strong,  that  I  am  not 
warranted  in  sending  any  more  troops  from  this 
department."  From  information  received  after 
this  dispatch  was  sent,  I  learned  that  eight 
of  the  enemy's  most  formidable  gunboats,  be- 
sides his  transports  and  barges,  succeeded  in 
passing  safely  on  the  sixteenth. 

I  found  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  obtain  the 
necessary  hawsers  and  chains  for  the  raft  in 
the  Yazoo,  but  it  was  speedily  replaced  under  the 
active  and  energetic  supervision  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Weldon.  My  request  for  the  return  of  the 
troops  forwarded  to  Middle  Tennessee  to  re- 
inforce General  Bragg,  was  immediately  com- 
plied with.  A  portion  of  them,  however,  had 
reached  Chattanooga  ;  the  remainder  were  halted 
by  telegraph  at  various  points  on  the  route,  and 
the  whole  were  restored  to  this  department  as 
soon  as  was  practicable. 

The  enemy's  vessels  of  war  occupying  the 
river  between  Vicksburg  and  Grand  Gulf,  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  operate  effectually  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  to  prevent 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  the  west  bank  of 
the  river. 

On  the  seventeenth  April,  therefore,  I  addressed 
the  following  telegraphic  communication  to  Cap- 
tain E.  Powell,  A.  Q.  M.,  at  Natchez  :  "  Forward 
the  following  to  Lieutenant^General  Smith,  or 
Major-General  Taylor,  viz. :  '  For  the  want  of 
the  necessary  transportation,  I  cannot  operate 
effectually  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river ;  the 
enemy  is  now  in  force  at  New  Carthage  and 
Richmond.  I  beg  your  attention  to  this.' "  Cap- 
tain Powell  notified  me  at  once  that  this  dis- 
patch had  been  forwarded  by  courier. 

On  the  eighteenth,  I  addressed  a  second  com- 
munication, through  the  same  medium,  as  fol- 
lows :  *'  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  or  Major- 
General  Taylor :  The  enemy  are  cutting  a  passage 
from  near  Young's  Point  to  Bayou  Vidal,  to  reach 
the  Mississippi  River,  near  New  Carthage ; 
without  co-operation  it  is  impossible  to  oppose 
him.  Inform  me  what  action  you  intend  to 
take."  To  these  communications,  and  to  a  sub- 
sequent one  of  twenty-second  April,  I  received 
no  reply,  until  after  the  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
burg, when  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
that  of  the  twenty-second,  dated  May  thirtieth, 
reached  me. 


On  the  nineteenth,  reports  of  raids  in  Northern 
Mississippi,  from  several  points  in  Tennessee, 
reached  me.  All  the  available  cavalry  north  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  at  once  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  Brigadier-Generals  Ruggles  and 
Chalmers,  commanding  respectively  the  First 
and  Fifth  military  districts,  which  embraced  all 
the  northern  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi ; 
and  both  were  notified  of  the  expected  raids. 
Two  companies  of  cavalry  of  Waul's  Legion 
alone  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Barton,  at  Warrenton.  One  of  the  maraud- 
ing expeditions,  under  Colonel  Grierson,  which 
crossed  the  Tallahatchie  River  at  New  Albany, 
succeeded  in  passing  directly  through  the  State, 
and  eventually  joined  General  Banks'  forces  at 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  So  great  was  the  con- 
sternation created  by  this  raid,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  reliable  information  of 
the  enemy's  movements,  rumor  placing  him  in 
various  places  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  twentieth,  I  addressed  the  following 
telegram  to  General  Johnston :  "  Can  you  not 
make  a  heavy  demonstration  with  cavalry  on 
the  Tallahatchie,  towards  Abbeville,  if  only  for 
fifty  miles  ?  The  enemy  are  endeavoring  to  com- 
pel a  diversion  of  my  troops  to  Northern  Missis- 
sippi." The  same  day  the  following  communi- 
cation was  addressed  to  General  Johnston  in 
response  to  one  from  him,  asking  if  I  could  not 
send  reinforcements  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel 
Roddy  :  "  I  have  not  sufficient  force  to  give  any 
efficient  assistance  to  Colonel  Roddy.  The  ene- 
my are  advancing  from  Memphis,  via  Hernando  ; 
from  Grand  Junction  and  LaGrange,  via  Holly 
Springs  and  Salem,  and  from  Corinth,  via  New 
Albany.  You  are  aware  that  I  have  but  a  feeble 
cavalry  force  ;  but  I  shall  certainly  give  you  all 
the  aid  I  can.  I  have  literally  no  cavalry  from 
Grand  Gulf  to  Yazoo  City,  while  the  enemy  is 
threatening  to  pass  the  river  between  Vicks- 
burg and  Grand  Gulf,  having  now  twelve  (12) 
vessels  below  the  former  place.  A  gunboat 
and  one  transport  passed  Austin  on  the  eight- 
eenth, having  in  tow  fifteen  flat-boats  or  pon- 
toons, with  twenty-five  skiffs  on  them.  Another 
transport  passed  Austin  on  the  nineteenth,  tow- 
ing sixteen  flats  or  pontoons." 

Brigadier-General  Ruggles  was  directed  to 
send  all  his  available  cavalry,  both  Confederate 
and  State,  at  once  towards  Corinth,  as  a  diversion 
in  favor  of  Colonel  Roddy,  General  Johnston 
having  informed  me  that  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  from  Corinth  was  in  front  of  Roddy  at 
Tuscumbia,  and  desiring  me,  if  possible,  to  send 
aid  to  the  latter.  Having  no  available  cavalry 
to  meet  the  raid  of  Grierson,  which  was  ravag- 
ing the- northern  portion  of  the  State,  I  endeav- 
ored to  employ  a  portion  of  Buford's  brigade 
(infantry),  then  returning  to  the  department,  and 
directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First 
regiment,  on  his  arrival  at  Meridian,  to  remain 
until  further  orders,  to  protect  the  most  impor- 
tant points  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  thereby  succeeded  in  saving  the  valuable 
property,  machinery,  &c.,  at  Enterprise,  upon 
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which  town  the  enemy  advanced  and  demanded 
its  surrender  ;  but  Major-General  Loring  having 
reached  there  with  a  sufficient  force  of  infantry 
in  time,  their  object  was  frustrated.  The  enemy 
had  previously  succeeded  in  destroying  several 
miles  of  the  track  of  the  Southern  Railroad 
west  of  Chunky  River,  which  for  more  than 
a  week  greatly  delayed  the  transportation  of 
troops,  and  entirely  prevented  that  of  supplies 
(except  by  wagons)  from  our  depots  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

To  meet  these  raids,  as  far  as  possible,  Major- 
General  Loring  was  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  then  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road ;  he  was  directed  not  to  leave  the  line  of 
the  road  for  any  great  distance  ;  to  keep  in  tele- 
graphic communication  with  me,  and  constantly 
to  advise  me  of  his  position ;  and  that,  opera- 
tions on  that  line  being  minor  in  importance  to 
those  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  his  troops 
must  be  so  disposed  as  to  enable  him  to  move 
them  in  that  direction  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  same  day  the  following  communication  was 
addressed  to  General  Johnston  at  Tullahoma : 
"  Heavy  raids  are  making  from  Tennessee  deep 
into  this  State  ;  one  is  reported  now  at  Stark- 
ville,  thirty  (30)  miles  west  of  Columbus.  Cav- 
alry is  indispensable  to  meet  these  expeditions ; 
the  little  I  have  is  in  the  field  there,  but  totally 
inadequate.  Could  you  not  make  a  demonstra- 
tion with  a  cavalry  force  on  their  rear  ?" 

Another  expedition  having  been  reported 
moving  across  the  country  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  Pontotoc,  Brigadier-General  Fea- 
therston,  then  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  on 
the  Yazoo,  was  ordered  to  move  without  delay 
toward  Duck  Hill,  or  Winona,  and  General 
Tilghman,  then  at  Canton,  was  directed  to  hold 
trains  in  readiness  to  move  to  Winona  at  a 
moment's  notice.  This  became  more  necessary 
as  a  heavy  column  of  infantry,  as  well  as  cav- 
alry, was  reported  moving  from  Memphis,  with 
the  supposed  view  of  taking  possession  of  Gre- 
nada. The  same  day  the  following  communica- 
tion was  telegraphed  to  General  Cooper,  A,  and 
I.  G. :  "I  have  so  little  cavalry  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  direct  a  portion  of  my  infantry  to  meet 
raids  in  Northern  Mississippi.  If  any  troops 
can  possibly  be  spared  from  other  departments 
I  think  they  should  be  sent  here."  Every  effort 
was  made  by  me  to  provide  cavalry  to  arrest 
Grierson's  raid,  also  to  accumulate  a  force  for 
operations  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  and 
Grand  Gulf. 

Thinking  it  quite  as  probable  that  Grierson 
would  return  by  the  route  on  which  he  was 
advancing  as  that  he  would  continue  his  prog- 
ress southward,  on  the  twenty-fourth  Briga- 
dier-General Chalmers,  at  Panola,  was  directed 
to  move  with  all  his  cavalry  and  light  artillery, 
via  Oxford,  to  Okolona,  to  intercept  the  force  of 
the  enemy  then  at  Newton  Station,  on  the  South- 
ern Railroad.  Captain  Henderson,  commanding 
special  scouts  at  Grenada,  was  also  instructed  to 
send  couriers  to  Generals  Loring,  Buford,  and 
Ruggles,  notifying  those  officers  by  telegrams 


from  the  nearest  telegraph  office,  and  advising 
each  station  on  the  road  that  the  enemy  had 
reached  Newton,  on  the  Southern  road. 

A  force  was  also  ordered  to  proceed  from 
Jackson  to  Forrest  or  Lake  Station,  or  to  such 
other  points  as  circumstances  might  render 
necessary.  Major-General  Gardner,  at  Port 
Hudson,  was  notified  that  the  enemy  had 
reached  the  Southern  Railroad ;  that  it  was 
probable  he  would  endeavor  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  Banks  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  was  in- 
structed to  send  all  his  disposable  cavalry  to 
intercept  him.  Brigadier-General  Featherstone, 
with  his  brigade,  then  at,  or  en  route  for,  Win- 
ona, was  ordered  to  move  to  Grenada,  if  there 
was  any  approach  of  the  enemy  (as  was  re- 
ported) from  the  north  on  that  place,  unless  he 
was  also  threatened  by  an  advance  from  the 
east.  As  it  was  possible  that  Grierson's  forces 
might  return  by  Jackson,  such  arrangements  as 
my  means  allowed  were  made  to  defend  the 
capital  of  the  State.  Brigadier-General  Tilgh- 
man, then  at  Canton,  was  aiithorized  to  mount 
one  of  his  regiments  at  that  place,  by  the  im- 
pressment of  horses,  or  otherwise,  and  imme- 
diate steps  were  taken  to  mount  the  Twentieth 
Mississippi  and  a  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth 
Mississippi,  both  of  these  regiments  being  at 
the  time  on  duty  in  Jackson.  Similar  authority 
was  given  to  General  Loring,  then  on  the  Mo- 
bile and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  mount  what  force  he 
could  on  that  line.  In  the  impressment  of 
horses  and  their  necessary  equipments,  Major 
L.  Mims,  Chief  Quartermaster,  was  materially 
aided  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Mis- 
sissippi, who  was  also  earnestly  advised  to 
mount,  by  the  same  process,  a  portion  of  the 
the  State  troops  in  Northern  Mississippi. 

All  the  cavalry  I  could  thus  collect  south  of 
the  Southern  Railroad  was  placed  under  the 
orders  of  Colonel  R.  V.  Richardson,  until  he 
should  fall  in  with  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who 
was  then  directed  to  assume  command  and 
direct  the  movements  of  the  whole.  On  the 
twenty-eighth,  it  was  ascertained  that  Grierson 
was  continuing  his  movement  south  of  Hazle- 
hurst,  and  not  towards  Grand  Gulf,  or  the  Big 
Black  Bridge.  Colonel  Adams  was  directed  to 
follow  him  up  and  ambuscade  him  if  posssible. 
These  instructions  were  carried  out  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  resulted  in  a  smart  skirmish 
near  Union  Church  ;  Colonel  Adams'  force,  how- 
ever, was  too  weak  to  effect  anything  impor- 
tant. Grierson,  after  suffering  considerable  loss, 
by  an  ambuscade  further  south,  which  was  well 
planned  and  executed  by  a  cavalry  force  from 
Major-General  Gardner's  command,  eventually 
succeeded  in  joining  General  Banks'  army  at 
Baton  Rouge. 

I  have  been  thus  circumstantial  in  reciting 
the  incidents  connected  with  this  celebrated 
raid,  that  I  might  clearly  demonstrate  the  great 
deficiency,  I  may  almost  say  the  absence  of 
cavalry  in  my  department,  and  the  absolute  im- 
possibility of  protecting  my  communications, 
depots,  and  even  my  most  vital  positions  with- 
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out  it ;  and  further  to  show  that  consequent  upon 
this  want  of  cavalry,  I  was  compelled  to  employ 
infantry,  and  thus  weaken  my  force  in  that  arm 
at  other  important  points.  I  wrote  to  General 
Johnston  on  March  twenty-fifth,  urgently  re- 
questing that  the  division  of  cavalry  under 
Major-General  Van  Dorn,  which  had  been  sent 
to  the  Army  of  Tennessee  for  special  and  tem- 
porary purposes,  might  be  returned  to  me. 
Under  date  of  Tullahoma,  April  third,  Colonel  B. 
S.  Ewell,  A.  A.  G.,  replied  to  my  request  and 
from  that  reply  I  make  the  following  extract : 
"  In  the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  General  Van 
Dorn's  cavalry  is  much  more  needed  in  this  depart- 
ment than  in  that  of  Mississippi  and  East  Loui- 
siana, and  cannot  be  sent  back  as  long  as  this 
state  of  things  exists.  You  have  now  in  your 
department  five  brigades  of  the  troops  you  most 
require,  viz.,  infantry,  belonging  to  the  Army  of 
Tennesee.  This  is  more  than  a  compensation 
for  the  absence  of  General  Van  Dorn's  cavalry 
command." 

I  will  terminate  this  subject  with  the  follow- 
ing telegram  addressed  to  General  Johnston,  at 
Tullahoma,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  April : 

"  However  necessary  cavalry  may  be  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  it  is  indispensable  for  me 
to  maintain  my  communications.  The  enemy 
are  to  day  at  Hazlehurst,  on  the  New  Orleans 
and  Jackson  Railroad.  I  cannot  defend  every 
station  on  the  roads  with  infantry.  I  am  com- 
pelled to  bring  cavalry  here  from  Northern  Mis- 
sissippi, and  thus  the  whole  of  that  section  of 
the  State  is  left  open  ;  further,  these  raids  en- 
danger my  vital  positions." 

When  it  seemed  probable  that  the  enemy 
would  succeed  in  opening  a  navigable  canal 
across  the  peninsula  opposite  Vicksburg,  and 
thus  to  a  great  extent  avoid  the  batteries  estab- 
lished there,  I  directed  that  Grand  Gulf  should 
be  occupied,  and  as  many  heavy  guns  placed  in 
position  as  could  be  without  too  much  weaken- 
ing the  defences  of  Vicksburg. 

Believing  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  de- 
manded it,  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  de- 
taining three  heavy  guns  en  route  for  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  and  withdrew  two 
others  from  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  Insuf- 
ficient as  I  knew  this  battery  to  be,  it  was  the 
heaviest  I  could  place  there.  Fort  Pemberton, 
on  the  Tallahatchie,  then  occupied  our  attention  ; 
the  enemy  in  large  force  by  land  and  water, 
was  exerting  all  his  energies  against  the  posi- 
tion with  the  view  of  turning  the  right  flank  of 
Vicksburg,  and  every  available  gun  was  re- 
quired for  its  defence.  This  necessity  con- 
tinued to  exist  until  the  fall  of  the  rivers  ren- 
dered an  approach  by  water  impracticable. 
Grand  Gulf  was  not  selected  as  a  position  for 
land  defence,  but  for  the  protection  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Black,  and  also  as  a  precau- 
tionary measure  against  the  passage  of  trans- 
ports, should  the  canal  before  referred  to  prove 
a  success,  which  then  seemed  highly  probable. 

The  necessary  works  were,  however,  con- 
structed, under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
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era!  Bowen,  to  defend  the  batteries  against  an 
assault  from  the  river  front,  and  against  a  direct 
attack  from  or  across  Big  Black.  When,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  succeeded  in  passing  sufficient 
transports  to  cross  his  troops  from  the  west  bank 
of  the  river,  below  Grand  Gulf — there  being  a 
practicable  route  by  which  to  move  his  land 
forces  from  above  Vicksburg  to  a  point  nearly 
opposite  Bruinsburg — the  position  of  Grand  Gulf 
itself  lost  most  of  its  value  ;  but  so  great  were 
his  facilities  of  transportation,  and  so  rapid  his 
movements,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  with- 
draw the  heavy  guns.  The  only  means  of  sub- 
sisting an  army  south  of  Big  Black,  are  from 
Vicksburg  or  Jackson ;  the  former  requiring  a 
transportation  by  dirt  road  of  forty,  and  the, 
latter  of  fifty-five  miles,  in  addition  to  that  by 
rail.  Without  cavalry  I  could  not  have  pro- 
tected my  own  communications,  much  less  have 
cut  those  of  the  enemy. 

To  have  marched  an  army  across  Big  Black 
of  sufficient  strength  to  warrant  a  reasonable 
hope  of  successfully  encountering  his  very  su- 
perior forces,  would  have  stripped  Vicksburg 
and  its  essential  flank  defences  of  their  garrisons, 
and  the  city  itself  might  have  fallen  an  easy  prey 
into  the  eager  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  having  succeeded,  on  the  night  of 
April  sixteenth  (as  heretofore  related),  in  pass- 
ing the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  with  a  number  of 
his  gunboats  and  transports,  and  the  report  of  a 
heavy  movement  southward  on  the  Louisiana 
shore  being  fully  confirmed,  I  immediately  made 
the  necessary  dispositions  for  more  perfectly 
guarding  all  points  between  Vicksburg  and  Grand 
Gulf,  and  reinforced  Brigadier-General  Bowen 
with  Green's  brigade,  the  Sixth  Mississippi  reg- 
iment, the  First  Confederate  battalion,  and  a 
battery  of  field  'artillery.  Other  troops  were 
collected  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  between 
Jackson  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  get  the  troops  that  were  being 
returned  from  Middle  Tennessee  into  such  posi- 
tions that  they  could  be  readily  moved  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice. 

Major-General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  place 
five  thousand  men  in  easy  supporting  distance 
of  Warrenton,  in  addition  to  the  brigade  already 
there.  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Engineer,  was 
sent  to  Grand  Gulf.  On  the  twenty-second  I  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  Lieutenant-General 
E.  K.  Smith,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  one 
from  him  of  the  fifteenth,  asking  my  co-opera- 
tion on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
stating  my  inability  to  do  so  because  of  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  in  the  river,  and  from  want  of 
transportation,  and  again  asking  his  co-operation 
in  front  of  Grand  Gulf  and  New  Carthage.  The 
f oil  owing  telegram  was  addressed  to  Major- 
General  Stevenson  on  the  twenty -third  :  "  I  con- 
sider it  essential  that  communications,  at  least 
for  infantry,  should  be  made  by  the  shortest 
practicable  route  to  Grand  Gulf.  The  indica- 
tions now  are  that  the  attack  will  not  be  made 
on  your  front  or  right,  and  all  troops  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  hold  the  works  at  Vicksburg 
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should  be  held  as  a  movable  force  for  either 
Warrenton  or  Grand  Gulf." 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Brigadier-General  Bowen 
telegraphed  that  ''  transports  and  barges  loaded 
down  with  troops  are  landing  at  Hard  Times, 
on  the  west  bank."  I  immediately  replied  as 
follows  :  "  Have  you  force  enough  to  'hold  your 
position?  If  not,  give  me  the  smallest  addi- 
tional number  with  which  you  can.  My  small 
cavalry  force  necessitates  the  use  of  infantry  to 
protect  important  points."  Major-G-eneral  Loring, 
then  at  Meridian,  was  ordered  to  send  two  of  his 
regiments  across  the  break  on  the  Southern 
Railroad,  near  Chunky  River,  and  Colonels  Far- 
rell  and  Reynolds,  who  were  west  of  the  break, 
•  were  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  Jack- 
son. Major-General  Buckner,  commanding  at 
Mobile,  was  notified  that  I  should  look  to  him 
to  assist  me  in  protecting  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  as  I  required  all  the  troops  I  could 
spare  to  strengthen  General  Bowen.  Major-Gen- 
eral Gardner,  at  Port  Hudson,  was  also  ordered  to 
move  Gregg's  brigade  rapidly  to  Jackson.  Bri- 
gadier-General Tilghman,  then  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  was  directed  to  move  promptly 
with  all  his  troops  (save  bridge  guards)  to  Jack- 
son. Major  Clark,  commanding  at  Brookhaven, 
was  instructed  to  send  couriers  to  all  cavalry 
commanders  near  him,  ordering  them  to  move 
towards  Grand  Gulf,  with  directions  not  to  en- 
counter the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  but  to 
harass  him  in  the  rear  and  flank.  Similar  instruc- 
tions were  forwarded  to  Osyka  and  Hazlehurst. 
To  General  Johnson,  at  Tullahoma,  the  follow- 
ing telegram  was  sent :  "  The  enemy  is  at 
Hard  Times,  La.,  in  large  force,  with  barges  and 
transports,  indicating  an  attack  on  Grand  Gulf 
with  a  view  to  Vicksburg.  I  must  look  to  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  to  protect  the  approaches 
through  Northern  Mississippi."  The  following, 
also,  to  Major-General  Stevenson,  at  Vicksburg : 
"  Hold  five  thousand  men  in  readiness  to  move 
to  Grand  Gulf,  and  on  the  requisition  of  Briga- 
dier-General Bowen  move  them.  With  your 
batteries  and  rifle-pits  manned,  the  city  front  is 
impregnable."  To  General  Bowen,  at  the  same 
time,  the  following  was  sent :  "  I  have  directed 
General  Stevenson  to  have  five  thousand  men 
ready  to  move  on  your  requisition,  but  do  not 
make  requisition  unless  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  your  position.  I  am  also  making 
arrangements  for  sending  you  two  or  three 
thousand  men  from  this  direction  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity. You  cannot  communicate  with  me  too 
frequently."  I  believe  I  fully  estimated  the  im- 
portance of  preventing  an  advance  upon  Jack- 
son, if  it  could  be  done  without  sacrificing 
Vicksburg  ;  but  if  the  latter  was  lost  the  former 
was  comparatively  of  little  value.  Vicksburg 
might  still  be  held  with  Jackson  in  possession 
of  the  enemy,  but  it  was  the  hope  of  being  able 
to  hold  the  position  on  Bayou  Pierre,  upon 
which  the  safety  of  Jackson  depends,  that  made 
me  most  anxious  to  reinforce  General  Bowen, 
or,  failing  in  that,  at  least  to  have  a  sufficient 
force  at  hand  to  secure  his  retreat  across  the 


Big  Black.  On  the  thirtieth  of  April  I  re- 
ceived the  first  information  of  the  landing  of 
the  enemy  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  General  Bowen  reported  by  telegraph 
that  three  thousand  (3,000)  Federal  troops  were 
at  Bethel  Church,  ten  miles  from  Port  Gibson, 
at  three  o'clock,  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
ninth,  and  that  they  were  still  landing  at  Bru- 
insburg.  Brigadier-General  Tracy,  of  Steven- 
son's division,  had  reached  Grand  Gulf  with  his 
brigade  on  the  thirtieth.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brown,  of  the  Twentieth  Mississippi,  with  fifty 
mounted  men  of  his  regiment,  left  Jackson  for 
the  same  place  on  the  twenty-ninth,  and  Major 
J.  D.  Bradford,  a  good  artillery  officer,  was  sent 
to  replace  the  lamented  Colonel  Wade  as  Chief 
of  Artillery.  Between  twelve  and  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  on  the  thirtieth,  Brigadier-General  Bald- 
win, with  his  brigade  of  Smith's  division,  had 
crossed  the  Big  Black  at  Hankinson's  Ferry.  At 
nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  May  first,  General  Bowen  in- 
formed me,  by  telegraph — his  army  being  then 
in  position  three  miles  south  of  Port  Gibson — 
that  General  Baldwin  was  entering  the  latter 
place.  On  the  same  day  General  Bowen  tele- 
graphed me  that  prisoners  taken  reported  Mc- 
Clernand  in  command  ;  that  three  divisions  had 
landed,  one  of  which  took  the  right  hand  road 
from  Rodney,  and  that  the  enemy's  force  was 
estimated  at  twenty  thousand  men.  He  adds, 
however,  "  I  disbelieve  the  report."  At  three  p. 
M.,  the  same  day,  General  Bowen  advised  me 
that  he  still  held  his  position,  but  that  he  was 
hard  pressed,  and  concluded  by  asking  when 
Major-General  Loring  would  arrive.  In  reply, 
he  was  notified,  by  telegram,  that  another  bri- 
gade from  Vicksburg  was  en  route  to  reinforce 
him,  and  would  probably  reach  him  before  Ma- 
jor-General Loring  could  arrive  from  Jackson. 
At  5.30  P.  M.,  he  informed  me  that  he  was  falling 
back  across  the  Bayou  Pierre,  and  that  he  would 
endeavor  to  hold  that  position  until  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements.  On  reaching  Rock  Springs, 
about  eighteen  miles  from  Grand  Gulf,  Major- 
General  Loring,  learning  that  Brigadier-General 
Bowen  had  fallen  back  before  a  large  force  from 
Port  Gibson,  in  the  direction  of  Grand  Gulf,  di- 
rected two  regiments  and  a  field  battery  of 
Tilghman's  brigade,  which  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Big  Black  Bridge,  to  move  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  Grand  Stone  Ford,  and  hold  it  at 
all  hazards,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking 
Bowen  in  that  direction,  and  then  proceeded 
himself  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Bowen, 
near  Grand  Gulf.  Major-Geueral  Loring,  con- 
curring with  General  Bowen  as  to  the  impractica- 
bility of  holding  his  position  with  so  small  a 
force,  directed  its  withdrawal  across  the  Big 
Black  at  Hankinson's  Ferry. 

In  his  official  report,  Major-General  Loring 
says  :  "  This  had  hardly  been  determined  upon 
when  your  communication  was  received,  stating 
that  the  army  had  fallen  back  towards  Grand 
Gulf,  and  ordering  it  to  move  at  once  out  of  its 
position,  and  to  cross  the  Big  Black  at  Hankin- 
sou's  Ferry."  The  movement  was  promptly 
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carried  out;  previous  to  crossing  the  river, 
however,  Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds'  brigade,  of 
Stevenson's  division,  had  arrived.  Not  having 
heard  from  General  Bowen  after  5.30  P.  M.,  on 
the  first  instant,  I  dispatched  him,  via  Rocky 
Springs,  on  the  morning  of  the  second,  as  fol- 
lows :  ''If  you  are  holding  your  position  on  the 
Bayou  Pierre,  and  your  communication  is  open 
by  the  Big  Black  to  this  place,  continue  to  hold 
it.  I  am  informed  that  you  have  fallen  back  to 
Grand  Gulf;  if  this  is  so.  carry  out  my  instruc- 
tions just  sent  in  cipher."  These  instructions 
were,  in  case  he  had  fallen  back  to  Grand  Gulf, 
which  is  a  cul-de-sac,  to  destroy  his  heavy  guns, 
and  such  stores  as  could  not  be  transported,  and 
endeavor  to  retire  across  the  Big  Black.  The 
last  brigade  of  Major-General  Stevenson's  di- 
vision, which  had  been  hurried  forward  to 
reinforce  Bowen,  with  the  hope  of  enabling  him 
to  hold  his  position  on  the  Bayou  Pierre  ;  or,  in 
case  he  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back,  to  pro- 
tect his  retreat,  had  not  all  arrived  when  the 
retiring  column,  under  Major-General  Loring, 
commenced  crossing  the  Big  Black,  at  Hankin- 
son's  Ferry. 

For  the  details  of  the  battle  of  Pert  Gibson, 
the  list  of  casualties,  &c.,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the 
official  report  of  Brigadier-General  Bowen,  and 
the  reports  of  his  subordinate  commanders, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith ; 
as  also  the  report  of  Major-General  Loring,  who 
commanded  the  retreat,  after  the  column  had 
been  put  in  motion  by  Brigadier-General  Bowen. 
Amongst  the  slain  whom  the  country  deplores,  I 
regret  to  mention  Brigadier-General  E.  D.  Tracy, 
a  brave  and  skilful  officer,  who  fell  where  it  is 
the  soldier's  pride  to  fall,  at  the  post  of  duty 
and  of  danger.  Though  disastrous  in  its  results, 
the  bloody  encounter  in  front  of  Port* Gibson, 
nobly  illustrated  the  valor  and  constancy  of  our 
troops,  and  shed  additional  lustre  upon  the  Con- 
federate arms.  Confronted  by  overwhelming 
numbers,  the  heroic  Bowen  and  his  gallant 
officers  and  men  maintained  the  unequal  contest 
for  many  hours,  with  a  courage  and  obstinacy 
rarely  equalled  ;  and  though  they  failed  to  secure 
a  victory,  the  world  will  do  them  the  justice  to 
say  they  deserved  it.  With  a  moderate  cavalry 
force  at  my  disposal,  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
the  Federal  army,  under  General  Grant,  would 
have  been  unable  to  maintain  its  communica- 
tions with  the  Mississippi  River ;  and  that  the 
attempt  to  reach  Jackson  and  Vicksburg  from 
that  base  would  have  been  as  signally  defeated 
in  May,  1863,  as  a  like  attempt  from  another 
base  had,  by  the  employment  of  cavalry,  been 
defeated  in  December,  1862.  The  repulse  of 
General  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson,  and  our  conse- 
quent withdrawal  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Big 
Black,  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should,  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  concentrate  my  whole  force 
for  the  defence  of  Vicksburg  from  an  attack  in 
the  rear  by  Grant's  army,  which  was  hourly 
swelling  its  numbers.  Orders,  therefore,  were 
immediately  transmitted  to  the  officers  in  com- 
mand at  Grenada,  Columbus  and  Jackson,  to 


move  all  available  forces  to  Vicksburg  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third,  two  of  the 
enemy's  barges,  loaded  with  hospital  and  com- 
missary stores,  were  destroyed  in  attempting  to  • 
pass  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  On  the  fifth,  I 
telegraphed  General  Johnston  that :  "  Six  thou- 
sand cavalry  should  be  used  to  keep  my  com- 
munications open,  and  that  the  enemy  advancing 
on  me  was  double  what  I  could  bring  into  the 
field."  To  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  I 
sent  the  following  telegram,  under  date  of  May 
sixth  :  "  General  Beauregard  sends  but  two  bri- 
gades, perhaps  not  five  thousand  men.  This  is 
a  very  insufficient  number.  The  stake  is  a  great 
one.  I  can  see  nothing  so  important." 

On  the  seventh  the  President  notified  me  that 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  send  should  be 
forwarded,  and  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
hold  Port  Hudson  as  a  means  of  keeping  up  our 
communications  with  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment. 

Major-General  Gardner,  who,  with  Brigadier- 
General  Maxcey  and  five  thousand  (5,000)  men, 
had  previously  been  ordered  to  Jackson  to  re- 
inforce this  army,  was  immediately  directed  to 
send  Maxcey's  brigade  rapidly  forward,  and  to 
return  himself,  with  two  thousand  (2,000)  men, 
to  Port  Hudson,  and  hold  the  place  at  all  haz- 
ards. On  the  seventh,  indications  rendered  it 
probable  that  the  enemy  would  make  a  raid  on 
Jackson ;  the  staff  departments,  therefore,  and  \ 
ah1  valuable  stores,  were  ordered  to  be  removed 
east.  In  the  meantime  my  troops  were  so  dis- 
posed as  to  occupy  the  Warrenton  and  Hall's 
Ferry  road,  which  afforded  great  facilities  for 
concentration,  and  various  positions  on  the  Bald- 
win's Ferry  road,  and  from  thence  between 
Bovina  and  Edwards  Depot — each  division  be- 
ing in  good  supporting  distance  of  the  other. 
Colonel  Waul,  commanding  Fort  Pemberton,  was 
directed  to  leave  a  garrison  of  three  hundred 
men  at  that  place,  and  proceed  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  force  to  Snyder's  Mills.  On  the  tenth, 
information  was  received  from  a  scouting  party 
that  visited  Cayuga  and  Utica,  where  the  enemy 
had  recently  been,  that  his  cavalry  force  was 
about  two  thousand,  and  that  he  was  supposed 
to  be  moving  on  Vicksburg.  My  dispositions 
were  made  accordingly,  and  every  effort  was 
used  to  collect  all  the  cavalry  possible.  Such  as 
could  be  obtained  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who  was  directed 
to  harass  the  enemy  on  his  line  of  march,  cut 
his  communications  wherever  practicable,  patrol 
the  country  thoroughly,  and  to  keep  Brigadier- 
General  Gregg  (who  has  just  arrived  with  his 
brigade  from  Port  Hudson,  and  was  then  at 
Raymond)  fully  advised  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. On  the  eleventh,  Brigadier-General  John 
Adams,  commanding  at  Jackson,  was  directed  to 
hurry  forward,  as  fast  as  they  could  arrive,  the 
troops  from  South  Carolina,  to  reinforce  Briga- 
dier-General Gregg  at  Raymond.  At  this  time, 
information  was  received  from  Brigadier-General 
Tilghman  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  opposite 
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Baldwin's  Ferry,  and  Gregg  was  notified  accord- 
ingly, and  informed  that  the  enemy's  movements 
were  apparently  towards  the  Big  Black  Bridge, 
and  not,  as  had  been  supposed,  against  Jackson. 
On  the  twelfth,  the  following  was  addressed  to 
Major-General  Stevenson  :  "  From  information 
received,  it  is  evident  the  enemy  is  advancing 
in  force  on  Edwards  Depot  and  Big  Black 
Bridge  ;  hot  skirmishing  has  been  going  on  all 
the  morning,  and  the  enemy  are  at  Fourteen- 
mile  Creek ;  you  must  move  up  with  your  whole 
division  to  the  support  of  Loring  and  Bowen, 
at  the  bridge,  leaving  Baldwin's  and  Moore's 
brigades  to  protect  your  right."  In  consequence 
of  this  information,  Brigadier-General  Gregg 
was  ordered  not  to  attack  the  enemy  until  he 
was  engaged  at  Edwards  or  the  bridge,  but  to 
be  ready  to  fall  on  his  rear  or  flank  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  to  be  particularly  cautious  not  to  allow 
himself  to  be  flanked  or  taken  in  the  rear.  Thus, 
it  will  be  seen  that  every  measure  had  been 
taken  to  protect  Edwards'  Depot  and  Big  Black 
Bridge,  and  by  offering  or  accepting  battle  to 
endeavor  to  preserve  my  communications  with 
the  east. 

At  this  juncture,  however,  the  battle  of  Ray- 
mond  was  fought  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  and  one  brigade  of  our  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg. 

I  have  received  no  official  report  of  that  affair, 
and  hence  cannot  say  how  it  was  fought,  or  by 
whom  the  engagement  was  brought  on.  Unoffi- 
cial information  represents  Brigadier-General 
Gregg  and  his  small  command  to  have  behaved 
with  great  gallantry  and  steadiness ;  but  after 
an  obstinate  conflict  of  several  hours,  they  were 
finally  overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers  and 
compelled  to  retire.  The  command  was  with- 
drawn in  good  order,  and  retired  to  Jackson. 

On  the  fourteenth,  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance  in  front  of  Jackson,  the 
capital  of  the  State.  After  some  fighting,  our 
troops  were  withdrawn,  and  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  the  place  ;  but  as  General  John- 
ston was  commanding  there  in  person,  his  official 
report,  which  has  doubtless  gone  forward,  will 
furnish  all  the  information  required. 

On  the  twelfth,  the  following  telegram  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  ''  The  enemy  is  ap- 
parently moving  his  heavy  force  towards  Ed- 
wards' Depot,  on  the  Southern  Railroad ;  with 
my  limited  force,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  meet  him  ; 
that  will  be  the  battle-field  if  I  can  forward  suffi- 
cient force,  leaving  troops  enough  to  secure  the 
safety  of  this  place  (Vicksburg).  Reinforce- 
ments are  arriving  very  slowly,  only  one  thous- 
and five  hundred  having  arrived  as  yet.  I  ur- 
gently ask  that  more  be  sent ;  also,  that  three 
thousand  cavalry  be  at  once  sent  to  operate  on 
this  line.  I  urge  this  as  a  positive  necessity. 
The  enemy  largely  outnumber  me,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  hold  back  a  large  force  at  the  ferries 
on  Big  Black,  lest  he  cross  and  take  this  place. 
I  am  also  compelled  to  keep  considerable  force 
on  either  flank  of  Vicksburg,  out  of  supporting 
distance."  The  same  dispatch  was  also  sent  to 


His  Excellency  President  Davis,  on  the  same 
date. 

The  divisions  of  Major-Generals  Loring  and 
Stevenson  moved  from  the  line  they  had  occu- 
pied between  Warrenton  and  Big  Black  Bridge 
to  Edwards'  Depot,  General  Stevenson  being 
directed  to  keep  well  closed  up  on  the  rear  of 
General  Loring's  column.  On  the  evening  of 
the  twelfth,  I  moved  my  headquarters  to  Bovina 
to  be  nearer  the  scene  of  active  operations. 
The  command  arrived  at  Edwards'  Depot  on 
the  thirteenth,  and  was  placed  in  position  cov- 
ering all  approaches  from  the  south  and  east,  in 
the  following  order,  viz. :  Bowen  on  the  right, 
Loring  in  the  centre,  and  Stevenson  on  the  left. 
This  position  was  occupied  from  the  night  of 
the  thirteenth  until  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth. 
On  the  thirteenth,  the  following  dispatch  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston  :  "  General  Forney  re- 
ports from  Yicksburg,  this  morning,  four  trans- 
ports loaded  with  troops  arrived  at  Young's 
Point  this  morning.  Five  regiments  and  a  bat- 
tery passed  down  by  Brown  and  Johnston's. 
Wagon  trains  continue  to  pass  back  and  forth. 
My  reinforcements  will  be  very  small  and  ar- 
rive very  slowly.  If  possible,  Port  Hudson 
should  also  be  reinforced.  I  have  been  forced 
to  draw  largely  from  there.  I  have  no  Major- 
General  to  command  brigades  arriving  in  Jack- 
son. I  am  in  position  with  eight  brigades  near 
Edwards'  Depot." 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  while  on 
my  way  from  Bovina  to  Edwards'  Depot,  I  re- 
ceived the  following  dispatch,  dated  May  thir- 
teenth, from  General  Johnston,  then  at  Jackson : 
"  I  have  lately  arrived,  and  learn  that  General 
Sherman  is  between  us  with  four  divisions  at 
Clinton.  It  is  important  to  re-establish  commu- 
nications that  you  may  be  reinforced.  If  prac- 
ticable, come  up  in  his  rear  at  once ;  to  beat 
such  a  detachment  would  be  of  immense  value  ; 
the  troops  here  could  co-operate ;  all  the 
strength  you  could  quickly  assemble  should  be 
brought ;  time  is  all  important."  I  immediately 
replied  as  follows  :  "  Bovina,  May  14,  '63 — I 
have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
communication.  I  move  at  once  with  whole 
available  force,  about  sixteen  thousand,  from 
Edwards'  Depot,  leaving  Vaughn's  brigade, 
about  fifteen  hundred,  at  Big  Black  Bridge  ; 
Tilghman's  brigade,  fifteen  hundred,  now  at 
Baldwin's  Ferry.  I  have  ordered  to  bring  up  the 
rear  of  my  column  ;  he  will  be,  however,  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  miles  behind  it.  Baldwin's 
Ferry  will  be  left  necessarily  unprotected.  To 
hold  Vicksburg  are  Smith's  and  Forney's  divis- 
ions, extending  from  Snyder's  Mills  to  Warren- 
ton,  numbering  effective,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  men.  The  men  have  been  marching- 
several  days,  are  much  fatigued,  and  I  fear  will 
straggle  very  much.  In  directing  this  move,  I 
do  riot  think  you  fully  comprehend  the  position 
that  Vicksburg  will  be  left  in,  but  I  comply 
at  once  with  your  order." 

The  "  detachment"  General  Johnston  speaks 
of  in  his  communication,  consisted  of  fouj 
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divisions  of  the  enemy,  constituting  an  entire 
army  corps, "numerically  greater  than  my  whole 
available  force  in  the  field  ;  besides  the  enemy 
had,  ^at  least,  an  equal  force  to  the  south,  on 
my  right  fiank,  which  would  be  nearer  to  Vicks- 
burg  than  myself  in  case  I  should  make  the 
movement  proposed.    I  had,  moreover,  positive 
information   that  he  was  daily  increasing  his 
strength.    I  also  learned,  on  reaching  Edwards' 
Depot,  that  one  division  of  the  enemy  (A.  J. 
Smith's)  was  at,  or  near,  Dillons.    This  con- 
firmed me  in  the  opinion,  previously  expressed, 
that  the  movement  indicated  by  General  John- 
ston was  extremely  hazardous.     I  accordingly 
called  a  council  of  war  of  all  the  General  offi- 
cers present,  and  placing  the  subject  before 
them  (including  General  Johnston's  dispatch)  in 
every  view  in  which  it  appeared  to  me,  asked 
their  opinions  respectively.    A  majority  of  the 
officers  present  expressed  themselves  favorable 
to  the  movement  indicated  by  General  John- 
ston.     The    others,  including    Major-Generals 
Loring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a  movement 
by  which  the  army  might  attempt  to  cut  off  the 
enemy's  supplies   from  the  Mississippi  River. 
My  own  views  were  strongly  expressed  as  un- 
favorable to  any  advance  which  might  separate 
me  farther    from  Vicksburg,  which    was  my 
base  ;  I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  put  my  own 
judgment  and  opinions  so  far  in  opposition  as 
to  prevent  a  movement  altogether,  but  believ- 
ing the  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  the 
plan  of  cutting  the  enemy's  communications,  it 
was  adopted,  and  the  following  dispatch  was 
addressed  to  General  Johnston  :  "  Edwards'  De- 
pot, May  14, 1863 — I  shall  move  as  early  to-mor- 
row morning  as  practicable  with  a  column  of  sev- 
enteen (17)  thousand  men  to  Dillon's,  situated  on 
the  main  road  leading  from  Raymond  to  Port 
Gibson,  seven  and  a  half  miles  below  Raymond, 
and  nine  and  a  half  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot 
The  object  is  to  cut  'the  enemy's  communica- 
tions and  to  force  him  to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not 
consider  my  force  sufficient  to  justify  an  attack 
on  the  enemy  in  position  or  to  attempt  to  cut 
my  way  to  Jackson.    At  this  point  your  nearest 
communication  would  be  through  Raymond.    I 
wish  very  much  I  could  join  my  reinforcements. 
Whether  it  will  be  most  practicable  for  the 
reinforcements  to  come  by  Raymond  (leaving 
it  to  the  right,  if  the  march  cannot  be  made 
through    Raymond),  or    to  move  them    west 
along  the  line  of  railroad  (leaving  it  to  the  left 
and  south  of   the  line  of   march)  to  Bolton's 
Depot,  or  some  other  point  west  ol  it,  you  must 
determine ;    in  either  movement  I  should  be 
advised  as  to  the  time  and  road,  so  that  co-op- 
eration may  be  had  to  enable  the  reinforcements 
to  come  through.    I  send  you  a  map  of  the 
country  which  will  furnish  you  with  a  correct 
view  of  the  roads  and  localities."    Pursuant  to 
the  plan  laid  down  in  tin's  dispatch,  the  army 
was  put  in  motion  on  the  fifteenth,  about  one 
in  the  afternoon,  in  accordance  with  the  follow- 
wing  order,  viz. : — 


"HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  MISSISSIPPI  AND  E,~) 

"LocisiAxiA,  EDWA.EDS' DEPOT,  W 

"May  14,  1863.  j 

"  Special  Orders. 

"  This  army  will  move  to-morrow  morning,  fif- 
teenth inst.,  in  the  direction  of  Raymond,  on  the 
military  road,  in  the  following  order : 

"  1st  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry  will  form 
the  advance  guard,  keeping  at  least  one  mile  in 
advance  of  the  head  of  the  column,  throwing 
out  one  company  in  front  of  his  column  and  a 
small  detachment  in  its  advance,  besides  the 
flankers  upon  his  column  when  practicable. 

"  2d.  Loririg's  division  will  constitute  the  right 
and  the  advance  in  the  line  of  march.  He  will 
throw  a  regiment  of  infantry  with  a  section  of 
artillery  at  least  two  hundred  yards  in  his  front, 
with  a  company  of  infantry  at  least  seventy-five 
yards  in  its  advance,  all  with  the  necessary  de- 
tachments and  flankers. 

"  3d.  Bowen's  division  will  constitute  the  cen- 
tre, and  will  follow  the  leading  division. 

"  4th.  Stevenson's  division  will  constitute  the 
left,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  column. 

"  5th  The  artillery  of  each  brigade  will  march 
in  the  rear  of  the  brigade. 

"  6th.  The  ambulances  of  each  brigade  will 
follow  in  the  rear  of  their  brigade. 

"  7th.  The  ordnance  wagons  of  each  division 
will  follow  in  the  rear  of  their  division. 

"  8th.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  rear 
of  the  entire  column. 

"  9th.  Should  Tilghman's  brigade  arrive  after 
the  departure  of  the  column,  it  will  constitute, 
with  a  field  battery,  the  rear  guard,  following 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  wagon  train. 

"  10th.  A  company  of  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 
will  close  the  order  of  march. 

"  llth.  The  wagon  train  will  follow  in  the  or- 
der of  division,  that  is  to  say,  the  wagon  train  of 
Lor  ing's  division  in  the  right  of  the  train  ;  that 
of  Bowen's  division  in  the  centre,  &c.  Quar- 
termasters, Commissaries  and  Ordnance  Officers, 
wiD  remain  with  their  trains,  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

<{  Straggling,  always  disgraceful  in  an  army,  is 
particularly  forbidden.  Stringent  orders  will 
be  issued  by  the  division  commanders  to  pre- 
vent this  evil ;  the  rear  guard  is  especially  in- 
structed to  permit  no  one  to  fall  to  the  rear  un- 
der any  circumstances." 

A  continuous  and  heavy  rain  had  made  Ba- 
ker's Creek  impassable  by  the  ordinary  ford 
on  the  main  Raymond  road,  where  the  country 
bridge  had  been  washed  away  by  previous 
freshets  ;  in  consequence  of  this  the  march  was 
delayed  for  several  hours,  but  the  water  not 
falling  sufficiently  to  make  the  creek  fordable, 
the  column  was  directed  by  the  Clinton  road,  on 
which  was  a  good  bridge,  and  after  passing  the 
creek  upwards  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  was 
filed  to  the  right  along  a  neighborhood  road,  so 
as  to  strike  the  Raymond  road  about  three  and 
a  half  miles  from  Edwards'  Depot  The  march 
was  continued  until  the  head  of  the  column  had 
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passed  Mrs.  Elliston's  house,  where  it  was  halted 
and  the  troops  bivouacked  in  order  of  march. 

I  made  my  headquarters  at  Mrs.  Elliston's, 
where  I  found  Major-General  Loring  had  also 
established  his.  The  divisions  of  Generals  Ste- 
venson and  Bowen  having  been  on  the  march 
until  past  midnight,  and  the  men  considerably 
fatigued ;  desiring  also  to  receive  reports  of  re- 
connoissances  made  in  my  front  before  proceed- 
ing further,  I  did  not  issue  orders  to  continue 
the  movement  at  an  early  hour  the  following 
morning. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Mrs.  Elliston's, 
on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  I  sent  for  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams,  commanding  the  cavalry,  and  gave 
him  the  necessary  instructions  for  picketing  all 
approaches  in  my  front,  and  directed  him  to 
send  out  scouting  parties  to  discover  the  ene- 
my's whereabouts.  I  also  made  strenuous  ef- 
forts to  effect  the  same  object  through  citizens, 
but  without  success.  Nothing  unusual  occurred 
during  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth, at  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  Colonel 
Wirt  Adams  reported  to  me  that  his  pickets 
were  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  the  Ray- 
mond  road,  some  distance  in  our  front.  While 
in  conversation  with  him  a  courier  arrived  and 
handed  me  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Johnston : 


"  CAJTTOX  ROAD,  TE\  MILES  FROM  jACirsos,        1 
"  May  15,  1863,  8.30  A.  M.  J 

"  Our  being  compelled  to  leave  Jackson  makes 
your  plan  impracticable.  The  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  unite  is  by  your  moving  directly 
to  Clinton,  informing  me  that  we  may  move  to 
that  point  with  about  six  thousand  men.  I  have 
no  means  of  estimating  the  enemy's  force  at 
Jackson.  The  principal  officers  here  differ  very 
widely,  and  I  fear  he  will  fortify  if  time  is  left 
him.  Let  me  hear  from  you  immediately. 

"  General  Maxcey  was  ordered  back  to  Brook- 
haven,  you  probably  have  time  to  make  him 
join  you — do  so  before  he  has  time  to  move 
away." 

I  immediately  directed  a  counter-march,  or 
rather  a  retrograde  movement  by  reversing  the 
column  as  it  then  stood,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning towards  Edwards'  Depot  to  take  the 
Brownsville  road,  and  thence  to  proceed  towards 
Clinton  by  a  route  north  of  the  railroad.  A 
written  reply  to  General  Johnston's  instructions, 
in  which  I  notified  him  that  the  countermarch 
had  been  ordered,  and  that  the  route  I  should 
take,  was  dispatched  in  haste,  and  without  al- 
lowing myself  sufficient  time  to  take  a  copy. 

Just  as  this  reverse  movement  commenced, 
the  enemy  drove  in  Colonel  Wirt  Adams'  cavalry 
pickets,  and  opened  with  artillery  at  long  range, 
on  the  head  of  my  column  on  the  Raymond  road  ; 
not  knowing  whether  this  was  an  attack  in  force, 
or  simply  an  armed  reconnoissance,  and  being 
anxious  to  obey  the  instructions  of  General 
Johnston,  I  directed  the  continuance  of  the 
movement,  giving  the  necessary  instructions 
for  securing  the  safety  of  the  wagon  train.  The 


demonstrations  of  the  enemy  soon  becoming 
more  serious,  orders  were  sent  to  division 
commanders  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
cross  road,  from  the  Clinton  to  the  Raymond 
roads — Loring  on  the  right,  Bowen  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  Stevenson  on  the  left.  Major  General 
Stevenson  was  instructed  to  make  the  necessary 
dispositions  for  the  protection  of  the  trains 
then  on  the  Clinton  road  and  crossing  Baker's 
creek.  The  line  of  battle  was  quickly  formed 
without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy;  the  position  selected  was  naturally  a 
strong  one.  and  all  approaches  from  the  front 
well  covered.  A  short  time  after  the  formation 
of  the  line,  Loring's  division  was  thrown  back  so 
as  to  >cover  the  military  road,  it  being  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  that  direction. 
The  enemy  made  his  first  demonstration  on  our 
right,  but  after  a  lively  artillery  duel  for  an 
hour  or  more,  this  attack  was  relinquished  and 
a  large  force  was  thrown  against  our  left,  where 
skirmishing  became  heavy  about  ten  o'clock, 
and  the  battle  began  in  earnest  along  Stevenson's 
entire  front,  about  noon.  Just  at  this  time  a 
column  of  the  enemy  was  seen  moving  in  front 
of  our  centre  toward  the  right.  Landis's  bat- 
tery of  Bowen's  division  opened  upon  and  soon 
broke  this  column  and  compelled  it  to  retire. 
I  then  directed  Major-General  Loring  to  move 
forward  and  cnish  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and 
directed  General  Bowen  to  co-operate  with  him 
in  the  movement.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  my  message,  General  Bowen  rode  up  and 
announced  his  readiness  to  execute  his  part  of 
the  movement  as  soon  as  Major-General  Loring 
|  should  advance.  No  movement  was  made  by 
j  Major-General  Loring  ;  he  informed  me  that  the 
j  enemy  was  too  strongly  posted  to  be  attacked, 
I  but  that  he  would  seize  the  first  opportunity  to 
assault  if  one  should  offer.  The  enemy  still 
making  strenuous  efforts  to  turn  Major-General 
Stevenson's  left  flank,  compelled  him  to  make 
a  similar  movement  towards  the  left,  thus  ex- 
tending his  own  line  and  making  a  gap  between 
his  and  Bowen's  division.  General  Bowen  was 
ordered  to  keep  this  interval  closed,  and  the 
same  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Loring, 
in  reference  to  the  interval  between  his  and 
General  Bowen's  division. 

General  Stevenson  having  informed  me  that 
unless  reinforced  he  would  be  unable  to  resist 
the  heavy  and  repeated  attacks  along  his  whole 
line,  Bowen  was  ordered  to  send  one  brigade  to 
his  assistance,  which  was  promptly  brought 
forward  under  Colonel  F.  M.  Cockreli.  and  in  a 
very  short  time  his  remaining  brigade,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Martin  E. 
Green,  was  put  in,  and  the  two  together  under 
their  gallant  leaders  charged  the  enemy,  and 
for  a  time  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in  our  favor, 
again  displaying  the  heroic  courage  which  this 
veteran  division  has  made  conspicuous  on  so 
'  many  stricken  fields.  The  enemy  still  continued 
to  move  troops  from  his  left  to  his  right,  thus 
increasing  his  vastly  superior  forces  against 
i  Stevenson's  and  Brown's  divisions.  Feeling 
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assured  that  there  was  no  important  force  in 
his  front,  I  dispatched  several  staff  officers  in 
rapid  succcession  to  Major-General  Loring, 
ordering  him  to  move  all  but  one  brigade  (Tilgh- 
man's,  which  was  directed  to  hold  the  Raymond 
road  and  cover  the  bridge  and  ford  at  Baker's 
Creek)  to  the  left  as  rapidly  as  possible.  To  the 
first  of  these  messages  sent  about  two  P.  M.,  an- 
swer was  returned  by  Major-general  Loring  that 
the  enemy  was  in  strong  force  in  his  front,  and 
endeavoring  to  flank  him. 

Hearing  no  firing  on  the  right,  I  repeated  my 
orders  to  Major-General  Loring,  explained  to 
him  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  left,  and 
directed  him  to  put  his  two  left  brigades  into 
the  fight  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  transmis- 
sion of  these  various  messages  to  and  fro,  over 
a  distance  of  more  than  a  mile,  much  valuable 
time  was  necessarily  consumed,  which  the  enemy 
did  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of.  About  four 
o'clock  p.  M.,  a  part  of  Stevenson's  division  broke 
badly  and  fell  back  in  great  disorder,  but  was 
partially  rallied  by  the  strenuous  exertions  of 
myself  and  staff,  and  put  back  under  their  own 
officers  into  the  fight ;  but  observing  that  large 
numbers  of  men  were  abandoning  the  field  on 
Stevenson's  left — deserting  their  comrades  who, 
in  this  moment  of  greatest  trial,  stood  manfully 
at  their  posts — I  rode  up  to  General  Stevenson, 
and  informing  him  that  I  had  repeatedly  ordered 
two  brigades  of  General  Loring's  division  to  his 
assistance,  and  that  I  was  momentarily  expect- 
ing them,  asked  him  whether  he  could  hold  his 
position.  He  replied  that  he  could  not;  that 
he  was  fighting  from  sixty  thousand  to  eighty 
thousand  men.  I  then  told  him  I  would  en- 
deavor myself  to  find  General  Loring,  and  hasten 
him  up,  and  started  immediately  with  that 
object.  I  presently  met  Brigadier-General 
Buford's  brigade,  of  Loring's  division,  on  the 
march,  and  in  rear  of  the  right  of  Bowen's 
division. 

Colonel  Cockrell,  commanding  the  First  Mis- 
Bouri  brigade,  having  in  person,  some  time 
previously,  urgently  asked  for  reinforcements, 
which  (none  of  Loring's  troops  having  come  up) 
I  was  then  unable  to  give  him,  one  regiment  of 
Buford's  brigade  was  detached  at  once,  and 
directed  to  his  support ;  the  remainder  of  Bu- 
ford's brigade  was  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  assistance  of  General  Stevenson.  Finding 
that  the  enemy's  vastly  superior  numbers  were 
pressing  all  my  forces  engaged  steadily  back 
into  old  fields,  where  all  advantages  of  position 
would  be  in  his  favor,  I  felt  it  to  be  too  late  to 
save  the  day,  even  should  Brigadier-General 
Featherstone's  brigade,  of  General  Loring's  di- 
vision, come  up  immediately.  I  could,  however, 
learn  nothing  of  General  Loring's  whereabouts  ; 
several  of  my  staff  were  in  search  of  him,  but  it 
was  not  until  after  General  Bowen  had  per- 
sonally informed  me  that  he  could  not  hold  his 
position  longer,  and  not  until  after  I  had  ordered 
the  retreat,  that  General  Loring  with  Feather- 
stone's  brigade,  moving,  as  I  subsequently 
Iqarned,  by  a  country  road,  which  was  consider- 


ably longer  than  the  direct  route,  reached  the 
position  on  the  left,  known  as  Champion's  Hill, 
where  he  was  forming  line  of  battle,  when  he 
received  my  orders  to  cover  the  retreat,  Had 
the  movement  in  support  of  the  left  been 
promptly  made  when  first  ordered,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  I  might  have  maintained  my 
position,  and  it  is  possible  the  enemy  might 
have  been  driven  back,  though  his  vastly  supe- 
rior and  constantly  increasing  numbers  would 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  withdraw  during 
the  night,  to  save  my  communications  with 
Yicksburg.  'Early  in  the  day,  Major  Locke tt, 
Chief  Engineer,  had  been  instructed  to  throw 
a  bridge  across  Baker's  Creek,  on  the  Raymond 
road.  The  stream  had  also  fallen  sufficiently  to 
render  the  ford  practicable.  The  retreat  was 
ordered  to  be  conducted  by  that  route,  and  a 
staff  officer  immediately  dispatched  to  Brigadier- 
General  Tilghman,  who  was  directed  to  hold  the 
Raymond  road  at  all  hazards.  It  was  in  the 
execution  of  this  important  trust,  which  could 
not  have  been  confided  to  a  fitter  man,  that 
the  lamented  General  bravely  lost  his  life. 
He  was  struck  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  and  died 
almost  instantly.  Although,  as  before  stated, 
a  large  number  of  men  had  shamefully  aban- 
doned their  commands,  and  were  making  their 
way  to  the  rear,  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
retired  in  good  order.  On  reaching  the  ford  and 
bridge  at  Baker's  Creek,  I  directed  Brigadier- 
General  Bowen  to  take  position  with  his  division 
on  the  west  bank,  and  to  hold  the  crossing  until 
Loring's  division,  which  was  directed  to  bring- 
up  the  rear,  had  effected  their  passage. 

I  then  proceeded  at  once  to  the  intrenched 
line  covering  the  wagon  and  railroad  bridges 
over  the  Big  Black,  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  holding  that  point  during  the 
passage  of  the  river. 

In  his  official  report,  Major-General  Stevenson 
says  :  "  On  my  arrival,  about  sunset,  at  the  ford 
on  Baker's  Creek,  I  found  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  bridge  above,  and  were  advancing 
artillery  in  the  direction  of  the  road  on  which 
we  were  moving  ;  one  battery  had  already  taken 
position,  and  was  playing  on  the  road,  but  at 
right  angles  and  with  too  long  a  range  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  of  troops.  Here  I  found  on 
the  west  side  the  brigades  of  General  Green 
and  Colonel  Cockrell,  of  Bowen's  division,  who 
had  there  halted  and  taken  up  position  to  hold 
the  point  until  Loring's  division  could  cross.  I 
found  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Twelfth  Louisiana 
regiment  of  Loring's  division,  halted  about  one- 
half  mile  from  the  ford,  on  the  east  side,  and 
directed  him  to  cross.  I  there  addressed  a  note 
to  General  Loring,  informing  him  of  what  I  had 
done,  telling  him  of  the  change  I  had  caused 
Colonel  Scott  to  make  in  his  position,  stating 
that,  with  the  troops  then  there  and  others  that 
I  could  collect,  I  would  hold  the  ford  and  road 
until  his  division  could  cross,  and  urging  him  to 
hasten  the  movement.  To  this  note  I  received 
no  answer,  but  in  a  short  time  Colonel  Scott 
moved  off  his  regiment  quickly  in  the  direction 
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of  his  original  position,  in  obedience,  I  was  in- 
formed, to  orders  from  General  Loring.  Inferring 
from  this  that  General  Loring  did  not  intend  to 
cross  at  that  ford,  he  having  had  ample  time  to 
commence  the  movement,  i  suggested  to  General 
Green  and  Colonel  Cockrell  to  move  forward  to 
the  Railroad  Bridge.  My  command  reached  that 
point  at  about  one  o'clock  that  night,  and  bivou- 
acked near  Bovina." 

The  entire  train  of  the  army,  under  the  ju- 
dicious management  of  Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds, 
commanding  Tennessee  brigade  of  Stevenson's 
division,  was  crossed  without  loss,  though  the 
movement  of  the  enemy  compelled  Colonel  Rey- 
nolds' brigade  to  cross  the  Big  Black  above  the 
Railroad  Bridge.  On  reaching  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  occupied  by  Brigadier-General 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseans  (Smith's 
division),  he  was  instructed  by  myself  in  person 
to  man  the  trenches  from  the  railroad  to  the 
left ;  his  artillery  to  remain  as  then  posted,  and 
ah1  wagons  to  cross  the  river  at  once.  Special 
instructions  were  left  with  Lieutenant  J.  H. 
Morrison,  A.  D.  C.,  to  be  delivered  to  Generals 
Loring,  Stevenson,  and  Bowen,  as  they  should 
arrive,  and  were  delivered  to  all  except  General 
Loring,  as  follows : 

General  Stevenson's  division  to  cross  the  river 
and  proceed  to  Mount  Alban. 

General  Loring's  to  cross  and  occupy  the  west 
bank. 

Brigadier-General  Bo  wen's  division ,  as  it  should 
arrive,  was  directed  to  occupy  the  trenches  to 
the  right  and  left  of  Vaughn's,  and  his  artillery 
to  be  parked,  that  it  might  be  available  for  any 
point  of  the  lines  most  threatened. 

General  Stevenson's  division  arriving  very 
late  in  the  night,  did  not  move  beyond  Bovina, 
and  I  awaited  in  vain  intelligence  of  the  ap- 
proach of  General  Loring.  It  was  necessary  to 
hold  the  position  to  enable  him  to  cross  the 
river,  should  the  enemy — which  was  probable — 
follow  him  closely  up.  For  this  purpose  alone 
I  continued  the  troops  in  position,  until  it  was 
too  late  to  withdraw  them  under  cover  of  night. 
I  then  determined  not  to  abandon  so  strong  a 
front  whilst  there  was  yet  a  hope  of  his  arrival. 
I  have  not,  up  to  this  time,  received  General 
Loring's  report  of  the  share  taken  by  his  divis- 
ion in  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  nor  have  I 
yet  been  informed  of  the  reason  why  he  failed 
to  rejoin  the  army  under  my  command. 

The  Big  Black  River,  where  it  is  crossed  by 
the  Railroad  Bridge,  makes  a  bend  somewhat  in 
the  shape  of  a  horse-shoe  ;  across  this  horse- 
shoe, at  its  narrowest  part,  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
had  been  constructed,  making  an  excellent  cover 
for  infantry,  and  at  proper  intervals  dispositions 
were  made  for  field  artillery.  The  line  of  pits 
ran  nearly  north  and  south,  and  was  about  one 
mile  in  length.  North  of,  and  for  a  considerable 
distance  south  of  the  railroad  and  of  the  dirt 
road  to  Edwards'  Depot,  nearly  parallel  with  it, 
extended  a  bayou,  which,  in  itself,  opposed  a 
serious  obstacle  to  an  assault  upon  the  pits. 
This  line  abutted  north  on  the  river  and  south 


upon  a  cypress  brake,  which  spread  itself  nearly 
to  the  bank  of  the  river.  In  addition  to  the 
Railroad  Bridge,  which  I  had  caused  to  be  floored 
for  the  passage  even  of  artillery  and  wagons, 
the  steamer  "  Dot,"  from  which  the  machinery 
had  been  taken,  was  converted  into  a  bridge, 
by  placing  her  fore  and  aft  across  the  river. 
Between  the  works  and  the  bridge,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  the  country  was  open,  being 
either  old  or  cultivated  fields,  affording  no  cover 
should  the  troops  be  driven  from  the  trenches. 

East  and  south  of  the  railroad,  the  topographi- 
cal features  of  the  country,  over  which  the  ene- 
my must  necessarily  pass,  were  similar  to  those 
above  described ;  but  north  of  the  railroad,  and 
about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  rifle- 
pits,  a  copse  of  woods  extended  from  the  road 
to  the  river.  Our  line  was  manned  on  the  right 
by  the  gallant  CockrelTs  Missouri  brigade  ;  the 
extreme  left  by  Brigadier-General  Green's  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas  men,  both  of  Bo  wen's  di- 
vision, and  the  centre  by  Brigadier-General 
Vaughn's  brigade  of  East  Tennesseans,  in  all 
about  four  thousand  (4,000)  men,  as  many  as 
could  be  advantageously  employed  in  defending 
the  line,  with  about  twenty  (20)  pieces  of  field 
artillery. 

So  strong  was  the  position  that  my  greatest, 
almost  only,  apprehension  was  a  flank  movement 
by  Bridgeport  or  Baldwin's  Ferry,  which  would 
have  endangered  my  communications  with  Vicks- 
burg  ;  yet  this  position  was  abandoned  by  our 
troops  almost  without  a  struggle,  and  with  the 
loss  of  nearly  all  our  artillery.  I  speak  not  now 
of  the  propriety  or  of  the  necessity  of  holding 
this  position  ;  I  had,  as  heretofore,  noticed  my 
object  in  doing  so ;  I  considered  that  object 
sufficient,  and  I  also  deemed  the  force  employed 
for  the  purpose  ample. 

Brigadier-General  Vaughn's  brigade  had  not 
been  engaged  at  Baker's  Creek  ;  his  men  were 
fresh,  and  I  believed  were  not  demoralized.  I 
knew  that  the  Missouri  troops,  under  their  gal- 
lant leaders,  could  be  depended  upon.  By 
whose  order  the  battery  horses  were  so  far 
removed  from  their  guns,  as  not  to  be  available, 
I  do  not  know  ;  it  certainly  was  not  by  mine. 

General  Bowen,  with  whom  I  had  had  a  per- 
sonal interview  in  his  tent  on  the  night  of  the 
sixteenth,  and  who  received  my  instructions 
from  my  own  lips  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Montgom- 
ery, of  Lieutenant-General  E.  K.  Smith's  staff, 
being  then  present,  and  acting  as  my  A.  D.  C.), 
I  do  not  believe  to  be  responsible  for  it ;  he  was 
too  old  and  too  -  good  a  soldier ;  enough,  how- 
ever, will,  I  think,  be  developed  in  a  few  words 
to  cover  the  whole  case.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  seventeenth,  the  enemy  opened  his  artil- 
lery at  long  range,  and  very  soon  pressed  for- 
ward with  infantry  into  the  copse  of  wood  north 
of  the  railroad  ;  about  the  same  time  he  opened 
on  Colonel  CockrelTs  position  with  two  batteries 
and  advanced  a  line  of  skirmishers,  throwing 
forward  a  column  of  infantry,  which  was  quickly 
driven  back  by  our  batteries.  Pretty  heavy 
skirmishing  was  for  a  time  kept  up  along  our 
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whole  line  ;  but  presently  the  enemy,  who  had 
massed  a  large  force  in  the  woods  immediately 
north  of  the  railroad,  advanced  at  a  run,  with 
loud  cheers.  Our  troops  in  their  front  did  not 
remain  to  receive  them,  but  broke  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately. One  portion  of  the  line  being  broken, 
it  very  soon  became  a  matter  of  sauve  quipeid. 

I  shall  only  add,  with  reference  to  the  affair 
of  Big  Black,  that  a  strong  position  with  an 
ample  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  to  ho,ld  it, 
was  shamefully  abandoned  almost  without  resist- 
ance. 

The  troops  occupying  the  centre  did  not  do 
their  duty ;  with  an  almost  impassable  bayou 
between  themselves  and  the  enemy,  they  fled 
before  the  enemy  had  reached  that  obstacle. 

I  have  received  no  report  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Vaughn  of  the  operations  of  his  brigade 
on  this  occasion.  Colonel  Cockrell  says,  in  his 
official  report :  "  After  a  lively  skirmish-fire  had 
been  kept  up  for  some  time  along  our  whole 
front,  I  saw  the  line  between  the  railroad  and 
first  skirt  of  timber,  north  of  the  railroad,  be- 
ginning to  give  way,  and  then  running  in  dis- 
order. I  watched  this  disorderly  falling  back  a 
few  minutes,  when  I  saw  that  the  enemy  had 
possession  of  the  trenches  north  of  the  railroad, 
arid  were  rapidly  advancing  towards  the  bridge, 
our  only  crossing  and  way  of  escape  ;  the  ene- 
my now  being  nearer  this  crossing  than  my  Hue, 
I  therefore  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back, 
and,  moving  rapidly,  gained  the  bridge,  crossed 
over,  and  re-formed  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  north  of  the  railroad." 

Colonel  Gates,  commanding  Second  brigade, 
Bowen's  division,  says,  in  his  official  report : 
"  They  (the  enemy)  formed  their  men  on  the 
river,  in  the  timber,  where  we  could  not  see 
them.  They  brought  their  men  out  by  the  right 
flank,  in  column  of  four,  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  yards  in  front  of  my  regiment  at  a  double- 
quick.  I  then  opened  a  most  terrific  fire  upon 
them  and  kept  it  up  until  the  brigade  had 
passed  out  of  my  sight  behind  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, immediately  upon  my  right ;  they  moved 
so  as  to  strike  the  trenches  occupied  by  Briga- 
dier-General Vaughn's  brigade — so  I  am  in- 
formed. I  do  not  know  whose  troops  were 
there,  but  it  was  immediately  on  the  right  of 
Green's  brigade.  After  they  had  passed  me  I 
listened  for  our  men  to  open  a  heavy  volley  on 
my  right  and  drive  the  enemy  back  ;  upon  not 
hearing  any  firing  on  the  right,  I  directed  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Law  to  mount  his  horse  and  go  to 
General  Green  and  know  whether  the  centre 
was  holding  their  position  or  not.  Colonel  Law 
returned  in  a  few  minutes  and  said  that  General 
Green  ordered  me  to  fall  back.  I  did  so  at  once. 
After  I  had  got  back  below  the  bend  of  the 
river  I  discovered  that  they  had  crossed  the 
ditches  and  were  between  me  and  the  bridge." 
In  this  precipitate  retreat  but  little  order  was 
observed,  the  object  of  all  being  to  reach  the 
bridge  as  rapidly  as  possible  ;  many  were  un- 
able to  do  so,  but  effected  their  escape  by  swim- 
ming the  river ;  some  were  drowned  in  the  at- 


tempt ;  a  considerable  number  unable  to  swim, 
and  others  too  timid  to  expose  themselves  to 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  by  an  effort  to  escape,  re- 
mained in  the  trenches  and  were  made  prison- 
ers. In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
make  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
Colonel  Cockrell :  "  Captain  T.  B.  Wilson,  of  the 
Second  infantry,  Company  G,  claiming  to  have 
been  exhausted,  did  not  go  with  his  company 
into  the  battle  of  Baker  s  Creek,  and  having 
made  his  way  to  Big  Black,  joined  his  company 
in  the  rifle-pits  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventeenth  instant,  and  when  his  company  was 
ordered  to  fall  back,  abandoned  his  company 
and  remained  lying  in  the  rifle-pits  and  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  and  whilst  a  prisoner 
stated  to  Colonel  Elijah  Gates,  of  the  First  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  who  was  also  a  prisoner,  that  he, 
Captain  Wilson,  intended  to  take  the  oath  and 
then  go  to  fighting  the  enemy  as  a  guerilla. 
Such  conduct  merits  a  dismissal  in  disgrace, 
and  such  an  officer  should  not  remain  in  the 
way  of  gallant  and  efficient  officers,  now  com- 
manding his  company."  In  this  opinion  I  fully 
concur. 

Neither  Brigadier-General  Bowen  nor  Green 
had  furnished  reports  of  the  action  on  Big 
Black  previous  to  their  death.  To  the  former 
had  been  intrusted  the  defence  of  the  tele  de 
pont,  and  he  had  received  my  instructions  in 
person.  The  latter  had  been  second  in  com- 
mand. Brigadier-General  Vaughn  having  failed 
to  render  his  report,  I  am  dependent  for  the 
particulars  of  the  action  upon  those  of  Colonels 
Gates  and  Cockrell,  which  are  respectfully  for- 
warded herewith. 

Major  Lockett,  Chief  Engineer,  was  instructed 
to  fire  both  bridges  after  seeing  that  all  the 
troops  had  crossed.  This  was  effectually  ac- 
complished under  his  personal  supervision.  The 
guns  in  position  were  ample  for  the  defence,  but 
the  infantry  failing  to  support  them,  they  were 
abandoned ;  such  as  were  not  in  position  were 
safely  brought  from  the  field,  placed  in  battery 
on  the  bluff  on  the  west  bank,  and  with  others  al- 
ready established,  and  a  sufficient  force  of  in- 
fantay,  held  the  advancing  columns  of  the  ene- 
my effectually  in  check. 

It  had  become  painfully  apparent  to  me  that 
the  morale  of  my  army  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  an  attempt  to  hold  the  line  of  the 
Big  Black  River.  Not  only  was  it  greatly 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  General  Loring's 
division,  but  also  by  the  large  number  of 
stragglers,  who,  having  abandoned  their  com- 
mands, were  already  making  their  way  into 
Vicksburg.  The  enemy,  by  flank  movements  on 
my  left,  by  Bridgeport,  and  on  my  right  by 
Baldwin's  or  other  ferries,  might  reach  Vicks- 
burg almost  simultaneously  with  myself,  or  per- 
haps interpose  a  heavy  force  between  me  and 
that  city.  Under  these  circumstances  nothing 
remained  but  to  retire  the  army  within  the  de- 
fences of  Vicksburg,  and  to  endeavor  as  speed- 
ily as  possible  to  re-organize  the  depressed  and 
discomfited  troops.  Orders  were  accordingly 
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issued  at  ten  A.  M.,  and  Major-General  Steven- 
son directed  to  conduct  the  retreat,  which  was 
executed  without  haste  and  in  good  order.  I 
myself  proceeded  at  once  to  Vicksburg  to  pre- 
pare for  its  defence.  I  think  it  due  to  myself, 
in  bringing  this  portion  of  my  report  to  a  con- 
clusion, to  state  emphatically  that  the  advance 
movement  of  the  army  from  Edwards'  Depot, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  was 
made  against  my  judgment,  in  opposition  to  my 
previously  expressed  intentions,  and  to  the  sub- 
version of  my  matured  plans.  In  one  contin- 
gency alone  I  had  determined  to  move  towards 
Jackson ;  the  safety  of  Vicksburg  was  of  para- 
mount importance  —  under  no  circumstances 
could  I  abandon  my  communication  with  it ;  a 
sufficient  force  must  also  be  left  to  defend  the 
river  front  of  the  city — the  approaches  by 
Chlckasaw  Bayou,  by  Snyder's  Mills,  and  War- 
renton,  against  a  coup  de  main.  My  effective 
aggregate  did  not  exceed  twenty-eight  thousand ; 
at  least  eight  thousand  would  be  required  for 
these  purposes ;  it  would  also  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  bridges  across  the  Big  Black,  on  the 
line  of  the  Southern  Railroad.  With  these  de- 
ductions my  movable  army  might  reach  eight- 
een thousand.  I  give  this  number  as  the  maxi- 
mum. In  the  event,  therefore,  of  the  enemy 
advancing  with  his  whole  force  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River  against  Jackson,  my  commu- 
nications by  the  shortest  line  being  open,  would 
have  enabled  me  to  move  upon  his  rear.  Gen- 
eral Johnston's  forces  and  my  own  might  have 
formed  a  junction,  or  have  attacked  simultane- 
ously in  front  and  rear ;  but  I  did  not  think  it 
would  be  wise  to  attempt  to  execute  this  plan 
until  the  arrival  of  expected  reinforcements  at 
or  near  Jackson;  hence  I  received  General  John- 
son's instructions  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth to  move  to  Clinton  with  aU  the  force  I 
could  quickly  collect,  with  great  regret,  and  I 
well  remember  that,  in  the  presence  of  one  or 
more  of  my  staff  officers,  I  remarked  in  sub- 
stance, "such  a  movement  will  be  suicidal." 
Nevertheless,  notifying  General  Johnston  of  the 
fact,  I  took  measures  for  an  advance  movement 
at  once — not,  it  is  true,  directly  towards  Clin- 
ton, but  in  the  only  direction  which,  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  surrounding 
me,  I  thought  offered  a  possibility  of  suc- 
cess. Had  I  moved  directly  to  Clinton  the  ene- 
my would  not  have  given  me  battle  in  front,  but 
would  have  interposed  a  force  greater  than  my 
own  between  me  and  Vicksburg.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  maps  accompanying 
this  report  to  see  how  feasible  was  such  a 
movement.  I  have  already  given,  in  the  body 
of  this  report,  the  two  letters  of  instructions 
from  General  Johnston,  dated  respectively  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May,  1863.  In  obe- 
dience to  the  injunctions  contained  in  the  former, 
which  was  received  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth, I  lost  no  time  in  putting  my  army  in 
motion  in  the  direction  already  stated,  and  for 
the  reasons  given.  About  seven  A.  at.,  on  the 
sixteenth,  I  received  the  latter,  which  reiterated 


the  previous  instructions.  I  had  in  no  measure 
changed  my  views  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
movement  therein  indicated,  but  I  no  longer  felt 
at  liberty  to  deviate  from  General  Johnston's 
positive  orders  ;  he  had  been  made  aware  of  my 
views  and  did  not  sustain  them.  The  order  of 
march  was  at  once  reversed,  but  the  army  was 
hardly  in  motion  before  it  became  necessary  to 
form  line  of  battle  to  meet  the  greatly  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy.  About  six  p.  M.,  on  the 
sixteenth,  whilst  on  the  retreat,  the  following 
communication  was  handed  to  me  : 

"  CAMP  SEVEN  MILES  FROM  JACKSOX,  May  14,  1563. 

"  GENERAL  :  The  body  of  troops  mentioned  in 
my  note  of  last  night  compelled  Brigadier-Gen- 
ral  Gregg  and  his  command  to  evacuate  Jack- 
son about  noon  to-day,  the  necessity  of  taking 
the  Canton  road  at  right  angles  to  that  upon 
which  the  enemy  approaches  prevented  an  ob- 
stinate defence. 

"  A  body  of  troops  reported  this  morning  to 
have  reached  Raymond  last  night,  advanced  at 
the  same  time  from  that  direction.  Prisoners 
say  it  was  McPherson's  corps  (four  divisions) 
which  marched  from  Clinton ;  I  have  no  certain 
information  of  the  other  ;  both  skirmished  very 
cautiously.  Telegrams  were  dispatched  when 
the  enemy  was  near,  directing  General  Gist  to 
assemble  the  approaching  troops  at  a  point 
forty  or  fifty  miles  from  Jackson,  and  General 
Maxcey  to  return  to  his  wagons  andr  provide  for 
the  security  of  his  brigade,  for  instance,  by  join- 
ing General  Gist.  That  body  of  troops  will  be 
able,  I  hope,  to  prevent  the  enemy  in  Jackson, 
from  drawing  provisions  from  the  east,  and  this 
one  may  be  able  to  keep  him  from  the  country 
towards  Panola.  Can  he  supply  himself  from 
the  Mississippi  ?  Can  you  not  cut  him  off  from 
it  ?  And  above  all,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  supplies,  beat  him  ?  As 
soon  as  the  reinforcements  are  all  up  they 
must  be  united  to  the  rest  of  the  army.  I  am 
anxious  to  see  a  force  assemble  that  may  be 
able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow  upon  the  enemy. 

"  Would  it  not  be  better  to  place  the  forces  to 
support  Vicksburg  between  General  Loring  and 
that  place,  and  merely  observe  the  ferries,  so 
that  you  might  unite  if  opportunity  to  fight  pre- 
sented itself  ? 

"  General  Gregg  will  move  towards  Canton  to- 
morrow. If  prisoners  tell  the  truth,  the  force  at 
Jackson  must  be  half  of  Grant's  army.  It  would 
decide  the  campaign  to  beat  it ;  which  can  only 
be  done  by  concentrating,  especially  when  the 
remainder  of  the  Eastern  troops  arrive  ;  they  are 
to  be  twelve  thousand  to  thirteen  thousand. 
"  Most  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"  (Signed)        J.  E.  JOHNSTON." 

It  will  be  observed  that  General  Johnston's 
letter  of  the  fifteenth,  which  caused  me  to  re- 
verse my  column  with  the  view  of  marching  to 
Clinton,  was  received  before  the  retreat  com- 
menced, and  about  eleven  hours  earlier  than  the 
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one  of  the  fourteenth,  just  presented.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  causes  which  produced  this  re- 
sult, but  I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the 
.  fact  that  in  this  letter  of  the  fourteenth,  General 
Johnston  suggests  that  very  movement  which 
I  had  made,  and  for  the  purpose  I  had  indi- 
cated. 

After  expressing  the  hope  that  certain  dis- 
positions made  by  himself  might  prevent  the 
enemy  from  drawing  provisions  from  the 
east,  or  from  the  country  towards  Panola, 
he  says,  "Can  he  supply  himself  from  the 
Mississippi  ?  Can  you  not  cuj;  him  off  from 
it,  and  above  all,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
fall  back  for  want  of  supplies,  beat  him  ?"  1 
have  introduced  General  Johnston's  letter  en- 
tire, that  the  context  as  well  as  that  portion  to 
which  I  have  particularly  called  attention  may 
be  considered.  I  had  resisted  the  popular 
clamor  for  an  advance,  which  began  from  the 
moment  the  enemy  set  his  polluting  foot  upon 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River.  I 
had  resisted  the  universal  sentiment,  I  believe, 
of  the  army,  I  know  of  my  general  officers,  in  its 
favor,  and  yielded  only  to  the  orders  of  my 
superiors.  I  was  not  invited  by  General  John- 
ston to  submit  my  plans  to  him  for  his  consider- 
ation ;  it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  now  to  speak 
of  them. 

One  of  the  immediate  results  of  the  retreat 
from  the  Big  Black  was  the  necessity  of  aban- 
doning our  defences  on  the  Yazoo,  at  Snyder's 
Mills  ;  that  position,  and  the  line  of  Chickasaw 
Bayou  were  no  longer  tenable. 

All  stores  that  could  be  transported  were 
ordered  to  be  sent  into  Vicksburg  as  rapidly  as 
possible — the  rest,  including  heavy  guns,  to  be 
destroyed.  There  was  at  this  time  a  large 
quantity  of  corn,  probably  twenty-five  thousand 
or  thirty  thousand  bushels,  on  boats,  much  of 
which  might  have  been  brought  in,  had  it  been 
possible  to  furnish  the  necessary  wagons.  The 
boats  were  sent  up  the  river.  Two  companies 
were  directed  to  remain  at  Suyder's  Mills,  mak- 
ing a  show  of  force  until  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  by  land  should  compel  them  to  retire  ;  to 
them  was  intrusted  the  duty  of  forwarding  all 
stores  possible,  and  of  destroying  the  remain- 
der. This  detachment  rejoined  its  command  in 
Vicksburg  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth. 
Every  precaution  was  taken  to  guard  the  im- 
portant approaches  to  the  city  by  Forney's  and 
Smith's  divisions,  while  the  troops  which  had 
been  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  sixteenth  and 
sevententh  were  bivouacked  in  rear  of  the  in- 
trenchments.  During  these  battles  the  troops 
of  Major-Gen eral  Forney's  division  were  dis- 
posed as  follows  : 

Brigadier-General  Hubert's  brigade'  occupied 
the  line  along  the  Yazoo  River,  from  Haines' 
Bluff  to  the  Mississippi,  including  the  approaches 
by  Chickasaw  Bayou.  Brigadier-General  Moore's 
brigade,  with  the  Mississippi  State  troops,  under 
General  Harris,  attached  (about  six  hundred), 
guarded  the  river-front  at  Warrenton,  and  the 
approaches  from  the  lower  ferries  on  Big  Black 


River.  Brigadier-General  Shoupe's  brigade,  of 
Major-General  Smith's  division,  guarded  the 
river-front  of  the  city.  Brigadier-General  Bald- 
win's brigade,  with  'Waul's  Legion  attached, 
guarded  the  approaches  to  the  city  from  the 
Hall's  Ferry  road  around  to  the  Railroad  Bridge 
on  the  Big  Black;  the  heavy  artillery  at  the 
batteries  on  the  river-front,  under  Colonel  Hig- 
gins. 

Brigadier-General  Moore's  brigade  was  drawn 
in  at  once  from  Warrenton,  and  placed  in  the 
intrenchments  on  either  side  of  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road. 

Brigadier-General  Hebert's  brigade  arrived 
before  daylight  on  the  eighteenth,  bringing  with 
it  all  the  light  pieces,  and,  in  addition,  two 
twenty-pounder  Parrotts  and  a  Whitworth  gun. 
This  brigade  immediately  occupied  the  intrench- 
ments on  both  sides  of  the  Jackson  road.  On 
the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  troops  were 
disposed  from  right  to  left,  as  follows  : 

Major-General  Stevenson's  division  of  four 
brigades,  occupied  the  line  from  the  Warrenton 
road,  including  a  portion  of  the  river-front  to 
the  railroad — a  distance  of  about  five  miles ; 
Major-General  Forney,  with  two  brigades,  the 
line  between  the  railroad  and  the  Graveyard 
road  —  about  two  miles;  and  Major-General 
Smith,  with  three  brigades,  the  Mississippi  State 
troops,  and  a  small  detachment  from  Loring's 
division,  the  line  from  the  Graveyard  road  to  the 
river-front  on  the  north — about  one  and  a  quar- 
ter miles.  Brigadier-General  Bowen's  division 
was  held  in  reserve  to  strengthen  any  portion  of 
the  line  most  threatened,  and  Waul's  Texas  Le- 
gion (about  five  hundred)  was  in  reserve,  es- 
Eecially  to  support  the  right  of  Moore's  or  the 
tft  of  Lee's  brigades.  On  the  entire  line  about 
one  hundred  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  dif- 
ferent calibre,  principally  field,  were  placed  in 
position  at  such  points  as  were  deemed  most 
suitable  to  the  character  of  the  gun  ;  changes  of 
location  being  made  when  occasion  called  for  it. 
An  engineer  officer  under  the  supervision  of 
Major  Lockett,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Depart- 
ment, was  assigned  to  each  division,  with  an  as- 
sistant to  each  brigade  commander.  Daily  re- 
ports were  made  through  the  proper  channel  to 
Major  Lockett  of  the  operations  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy's 
works.  Major  Lockett  thus  kept  me  constantly 
informed  of  all  important  changes,  making,  him- 
self, a  daily  report. 

Instructions  had  been  given  from  Bovina  that 
all  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs  belonging  to  private 
parties  and  lively  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  should  be  driven  within  our  lines.  A 
large  amount  of  fresh  meat  was  secured  in  this 
way.  The  same  instructions  were  given  in  re- 
gard to  corn,  and  all  disposable  wagons  applied 
to  this  end. 

On  the  eighteenth,  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who 
had  been  previously  directed  to  cross  to  the 
west  bank  of  the  Big  Black  with  all  his  cavalry 
was  notified  that  Snyder's  Mills  would  be  aban- 
doned, and  that  he  was  expected  to  operate  OD 


572 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  the  view 
of  cutting  off  his  supplies  in  that  direction. 
Colonel  Adams's  force  was,  however,  very  inade- 
quate to  this  purpose. 

During  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  nothing 
of  importance  occurred.  Most  of  the  artillery 
was  speedily  placed  in  position  on  the  lines,  and 
immediate  measures  were  taken  to  arm  all  men, 
who  had  either  unavoidably  lost,  or  who  had 
thrown  away,  their  arms  on  the  retreat  Gen- 
eral Johnston  was  notified,  on  the  seventeenth, 
of  the  results  of  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  and 
Big  Black,  and  informed  that  I  had  in  conse- 
quence been  compelled  to  evacuate  Snyder's 
Mills.  About  noon  of  the  eighteenth  May, 
whilst  engaged  in  an  inspection  of  the  intrench- 
ments,  with  Major  Lockett,  my  Chief  Engineer, 
and  several  of  my  General  officers,  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing  by  the  Jackson 
road.  Just  at  this  moment  the  following  com- 
munication was  received  by  courier : 

1 *  CAMP  BETWEEN  LrmGSTON  AND  BROWNSVILLE,  1 
"  May  17,  1863.     j 

"  Lieutenant-General  Peiriberton : 

u  Your  dispatch  of  to-day,  by  Captain  Hender- 
son, was  received.  If  Haines'  Bluff  is  untena- 
able,  Yicksburg  is  of  no  value,  and  cannot  be 
held.  If,  therefore,  you  are  invested  in  Yicks- 
burg,  you  must  ultimately  surrender.  Under 
such  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both 
troops  and  place,  we  must,  if  possible,  save  the 
troops.  If  it  is  not  too  late,  evacuate  Vicksburg 
and  its  dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north- 
east. 

"  Most  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
•    "  (Signed)  J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

a  General." 

The  evacuation  of  Vicksburg !  It  meant  the 
loss  of  the  valuable  stores  and  munitions  of  war 
collected  for  its  defence ;  the  fall  of  Port  Hud- 
eon  ;  the  surrender  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  the  severance  of  the  Confederacy. 

These  were  mighty  interests,  which,  had  I 
deemed  the  evacuation  practicable,  in  the  sense 
in  which  I  interpreted  General  Johnston's  in- 
structions, might  welThave  made  me  hesitate  to 
execute  them.  I  believed  it  to  be  in  my  power 
to  hold  Yicksburg.  I  knew  and  appreciated 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  government  and  of  the 
people  that  it  should  be  held.  I  knew,  perhaps 
better  than  any  other  individual,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  its  capacity  for  defence. 

As  long  ago  as  the  seventeenth  of  February 
last,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the 
President,  I  had  suggested  the  possibility  of  the 
investment  of  Yicksburg  by  land  and  water,  and 
for  that  reason  the  necessity  of  ample  supplies 
of  ammunition,  as  well  as  of  subsistence,  to  stand 
a  siege.  My  application  met  his  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  additional  ammunition  was  or- 
dered. With  proper  economy  of  subsistence 
and  ordnance  stores,  I  knew  that  I  could  stand  a 
siege.  I  had  a  firm  reliance  on  the  desire  of  the 
President  and  of  General  Johnston  to  do  all  that 


could  be  done  to  raise  a  siege.  I  felt  that  every 
effort  would  be  made,  and  I  believed  it  would 
be  successful.  With  these  convictions  in  my 
own  mind,  I  immediately  summoned  a  council  of 
war,  composed  of  all  my  General  officers.  I  laid 
before  them  General  Johnston's  communication, 
but  desired  them  to  confine  the  expression  of 
their  opinions  to  the  question  of  practicability. 
Having  obtained  their  views,  the  following  com- 
munication was  addressed  to  General  Johnston : 

K  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI  AKD") 
"EAST  LOUISIANA, 

"VICKSBURG,  May  18,  1863. J 

"  General  J.  E.  Johnston : 

"  GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  communication  in  reply  to  mine, 
by  the  hands  of  Captain  Henderson.  In  a  sub- 
sequent letter  of  same  date  as  this  letter,  I 
informed  you  that  the  men  had  failed  to  hold  the 
trenches  at  Big  Black  Bridge,  and  that,  as  a  con- 
sequence, Snyder's  Mills  was  directed  to  be 
abandoned. 

"  On  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  I  im- 
mediately assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the 
General  officers  of  this  command,  and  having 
laid  your  instructions  before  them,  asked  the  free 
expression  of  their  opinions  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  carrying  them  out.  The  opinion  was 
unanimously  expressed  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  the  army  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy.  While  the  council  of  war 
was  assembled,  the  guns  of  the  enemy  opened 
on  the  works,  and  it  was  at  the  same  time 
reported  that  they  were  crossing  the  Yazoo 
River  at  Brandon's  Ferry,  above  Snyder's  Mills. 
I  have  decided  to  hold  Yicksburg  as  long  as  is 
possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the  govern- 
ment may  yet  be  able  to  assist  me  in  keeping 
this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  I  still  conceive  it  to 
be  the  most  important  point  in  the  Confederacy. 
"  Yery  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

<;  Lieutenant-General." 

The  development  of  the  intrenched  line  from 
the  extreme  right  of  Major-General  Stevenson's 
position  to  the  left  of  Major-General  Smith's 
was  about  eight  miles,  the  shortest  defensible 
line  of  which  the  topography  of  the  country 
admitted.  The  plan  was  submitted  to  me  imme- 
diately after  I  assumed  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  in  the 
latter  part  of  October,  1862 — was  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  out  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch. Similar  instructions  were  about  the 
same  time  given  for  fortifying  the  strong  posi- 
tion at  Snyder's  Mills  ;  and  the  line  of  defence  of 
Port  Hudson  was  also  ordered  to  be  commenced 
at  once.  The  line  of  defence  around  the  city  of 
Yicksburg  consisted,  as  is  shown  on  the  map 
accompanying  the  report  of  Major  Lockett, 
Chief  Engineer,  of  a  system  of  detached  works 
(redans,  lunettes  and  redoubts),  on  the  promi- 
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nent  and  commanding  points,  with  the  usual 
profile  of  raised  field-works,  connected  in  most 
cases  by  rifle-pits.  To  man  the  entire  line  I  was 
able  to  bring  into  the  trenches  aboutf  eighteen 
thousand  five  hundred  muskets  ;  but  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  keep  a  reserve  already  to 
reinforce  any  point  heavily  threatened.  It  be- 
came indispensable,  therefore,  to  reduce  the 
number  in  the  trenches  to  the  minimum,  capable 
of  holding  them  until  a  reserve  could  come  to 
their  aid.  It  was  also  necessary  that  the  re- 
serve should  be  composed  among  the  best  and 
most  reliable ;  accordingly,  Bowen's  division 
(about  two  thousand  four  hundred  men),  and 
Waul's  Texas  Legion  (about  five  hundred),  were 
designated  for  that  purpose,  thus  reducing  the 
force  in  the  trenches  to  little  less  than  fifteen 
thousand  five  hundred  men.  The  legion  was  on 
the  eighteenth  assigned  as  a  reserve  to  Forney's 
division,  and  was  held  in  rear  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Moore's  right ;  but  in  the  evening  of  the 
nineteenth  was  transferred  to  Stevenson's  di- 
vision ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege 
was  held  in  rear  of  Brigadier-General  Lee's  bri- 
gade, occupying  one  of  the  most  exposed  and 
important  positions  on  the  whole  line.  On  the 
night  of  the  seventeenth,  and  during  the  eight- 
eenth, Major-General  Smith,  misapprehending 
my  instructions,  given  him  immediately  after 
my  return  from  the  Big  Black,  had  occupied  an 
outer  line  of  defense  on  the  range  of  hills  north 
of  the  Fort  Hill  road.  This  line  had  undoubt- 
edly some  advantages  ;  it  was  within  six  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  inner  line,  and  partially 
commanded  one  of  our  most  important  river 
batteries.  I  considered,  however,  that  the  in- 
creased length  which  would  be  necessarily  given 
to  the  whole  line  of  defence,  the  intervening 
valley,  and  other  objections  to  its  occupation, 
more  than  counterbalanced  the  advantage  ;  the 
troops  and  artillery  were,  therefore,  on  the  night 
of  the  eighteenth,  silently  and  safely  with- 
drawn, and  General  Smith's  division  occupied 
the  inner  line  during  the  remainder  of  the  siege. 
The  enemy  had,  however,  made  during  the  day 
a  demonstration  with  artillery  and  infantry  on 
his  position ;  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth  he  occupied  the  abandoned  heights. 
Din-ing  the  day  there  was  constant  and  heavy 
skirmishing  along  the  left  of  our  centre  on  the 
Graveyard  road,  accompanied  with  brisk  artil- 
lery fire ;  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  made  a 
charge  on  Smith's  right  and  Forney's  left,  but 
was  severely  repulsed,  losing  two  stands  of 
colors.  Later,  their  sharpshooters  and  artillery 
opened  heavily  on  the  Jackson  and  Baldwin's 
Ferry  roads.  A  courier  was  dispatched  with 
the  following  telegram  to  the  President : 

"  We  are  occupying  the  trenches  around 
Vicksburg';  the  enemy  is  investing  it,  and  will 
probably  attempt  an  assault.  Our  men  have 
considerably  recovered  their  morale,  but  unless 
a  large  force  is  sent  at  once  to  relieve  it,  Vicks- 
burg before  long  must  fall.  I  have  used  every 
effort  to  prevent  all  this,  but  in  vain." 


May  20. 

The  enemy  continued  to  move  from  our  right, 
with  heavy  cannonading  towards  the  centre 
and  left,  three  guns  temporarily  disabled. 
At  noon,  the  mortar-fleet  of  Admiral  Porter 
took  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula 
and  commenced  the  bombardment  of  the  city. 
The  following  dispatch  was  forwarded  by  cou- 
rier to  General  Johnston :  "  The  enemy  assaulted 
our  intrenched  lines  yesterday  at  two  points,  cen- 
tre and  left,  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 
Our  loss  small.  I  cannot  estimate  the  enemy's 
force  now  engaged  around  Vicksburg  at  less  than 
sixty  thousand,  it  is  probably  more.  At  this  hour, 
8:30  A.  M.,  he  is  briskly  cannonading  with  long- 
range  guns  ;  that  we  may  save  ammunition,  his 
fire  is  rarely  returned.  At  present  our  main 
necessity  is  musket-caps  ;  can  you  send  them  to 
me  by  hands  of  couriers  or  citizens  ?  An  army 
will  be  necessary  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and  that 
quickly ;  will  it  not  be  sent  ?  Please  let  me 
hear  from  you  if  possible." 

May  21. 

The  fire  from  the  mortar-fleet  continued 
without  intermission,  accompanied  by  heavy 
artillery  and  musketry  fire  from  the  rear,  to 
which  but  slight  response  was  given.  Sev- 
eral guns  were  dismounted  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  the 
afternoon  the  enemy's  gunboats  steamed  up  and 
threw  a  number  of  shells  into  the  city,  but  with- 
out material  damage.  Anticipating  an  attack  on 
the  right,  General  Bowen  was  ordered  to  hold 
his  command  in  readiness  to  assist  the  threat- 
ened point,  and  that  the  safety  of  the  magazines 
might  be  secured  from  the  possible  danger  of 
disloyal  persons  within  the  lines,  General  Stev- 
enson was  ordered  to  organize  a  guard  for  their 
protection  from  among  the  most  reputable  of 
the  citizens,  and  to  place  the  guard  under  the 
command  of  a  commissioned  officer.  The  pros- 
pect of  a  protracted  siege,  and  the  uncertainty 
as  to  how  many  assaults  we  might  have  to  repel, 
and  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  having  to 
march  out  from  our  intrenchments  to  meet  and 
co-operate  with  an  assisting  army  expected 
under  General  Johnston,  rendered  it  a  matter  of 
vital  importance  that  every  charge  of  ammuni- 
tion on  hand  should  be  hoarded  with  the  most 
zealous  care.  The  amount  of  ammunition  in 
Vicksburg,  though  large,  would  not  have  suf- 
ficed for  an  unlimited  daily  expenditure  for  a 
protracted  period.  The  importance  of  the  most 
rigid  economy,  therefore,  in  its  use  was  appar- 
ent, and  strict  orders  were  consequently  issued 
against  all  picket  skirmishing  and  artillery  duels 
where  neither  served  any  useful  purpose.  These 
orders  were  repeated  as  occasion  required.  It 
being  impracticable  to  continue  feeding  the 
large  number  of  mules  and  horses  then  in  Vicks- 
burg, General  Stevenson  was  directed  to  have 
them  driven  beyond  the  lines  for  pasturage,  or, 
if  practicable,  to  send  them,  in  charge  of  a  de- 
tail, to  General  Johnston.  By  this  means  we 
were  relieved  of  a  serious  encumbrance  which 
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would  else  have  drawn  heavily  upon  our  lim- 
ited supplies  of  forage.  Another  courier  was 
to-day  sent  to  General  Johnston  with  the  follow 
ing  dispatches  :  "  During  the  past  two  days  the 
enemy  has  passed  up  the  river  in  transports  in 
large  force  for  a  point  not  yet  discovered." 

"  The  enemy  has  continued  a  spirited  fire  all 
day,  also  his  shelling  from  mortar  boats.  Our 
men  have  replied  rarel}r.  Two  large  transports 
came  down  loaded  with  troops ;  they  are  evi- 
dently reinforcing  their  present  large  force.  Am 
I  to  expect  reinforcements  ?  from  what  direc- 
tion, and  how  soon  ?  Have  you  heard  nothing 
from  G-eneral  Loring  ?  Can  you  send  me  mus- 
ket-caps by  courier  ?" 

"  The  enemy  kept  up  incessant  sharpshoot- 
ing  all  yesterday  on  the  left  and  centre,  and 
picked  off  our  officers  and  men  whenever  they 
showed  themselves.  Their  artillery  fire  was 
very  heavy,  ploughed  up  our  works  considera- 
bly and  dismounted  two  guns  on  the  centre ; 
the  works  were  repaired  and  the  guns  replaced 
last  night.  The  great  question  is  ammunition. 
The  men  credit,  and  are  encouraged  by,  a  report 
that  you  are  near  with  a  large  force.  They  are 
fighting  in  good  spirits,  and  the  reorganization  is 
complete." 

"  P.  S. — Brisk  musketry  and  artillery  fire  to-day 
on  the  centre.  Three  guns  there  dismounted — 
will  be  replaced  as  far  as  possible.  Officers 
suffer  most  from  their  sharpshooters.  Inces- 
sant mortar  firing  from  the  river,  and  last  night 
three  of  their  gunboats  engaged  the  lower  bat- 
teries." 

May  22. 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharp- 
shooters from  the  rear  was  heavy  and  incessant 
until  noon,  when  his  gunboats  opened  upon  the 
city,  while  a  determined  assault  was  made  along 
Moore's,  Heberts,  and  Lee's  lines.  I  cannot  bet 
ter  describe  this  assault  than  by  the  following 
extracts  from  the  official  reports  of  my  several 
division  commanders.  General  Stevenson  says, 
in  his  report : 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second  of 
May,  many  indications  showed  that  they  (the 
enemy)  contemplated  an  assault  upon  the  line 
of  General  Lee.  A  tremendous  artillery  fire 
was  opened  and  kept  up  for  about  two  hours, 
while  the  fire  of  their  large  force  of  sharpshooters 
was  heavy  and  incessant.  At  about  one  o'clock 
p.  M.,  a  heavy  force  moved  out  to  the  assault, 
making  a  gallant  charge.  They  were  allowed 
to  approach  unmolested  until  within  good  mus- 
ket range,  when  every  available  gun  was  opened 
upon  them  with  grape  and  canister,  and  the 
men  rising  in  the  trenches  poured  into  their 
ranks  volley  after  volley  with  so  deadly  an 
effect  that,  leaving  the  ground  literally  covered 
in  some  places  with  their  dead  and  wounded, 
they  precipitately  retreated." 

The  angle  of  one  of  our  redoubts  having  been 
breached  by  their  artillery  previous  to  the  as- 
sault, when  the  repulse  occurred,  a  party  of 
about  sixty  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command 
of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  made  a  rush  and  suc- 


ceeded in  effecting  lodgments  in  the  ditch  at 
the  foot  of  the  redoubt,  and  planted  two  colors 
on  the  parapet.  It  was  of  vital  importance  to 
drive  them  out,  and  upon  a  call  for  volunteers 
for  that  purpose,  two  companies  of  Waul's 
Texas  Legion,  commanded  respectively  by  Cap- 
tain Bradley  and  Lieutenant  Hoague,  accompa- 
nied by  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  Colonel  E.  W. 
Pettus,  of  the  Twentieth  Alabama  regiment, 
musket  in  hand,  promptly  presented  themselves 
for  the  hazardous  service.  Of  their  success 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  achieved,  Gen- 
eral Stevenson  says : 

"  A  more  gallant  feat  than  this  has  not  illus- 
trated our  annals  during  the  war.  The  prepa- 
rations were  quietly  and  quickly  made,  but  the 
enemy  seemed  at  once  to  divine  our  purpose, 
and  opened  upon  the  angle  a  terrible  fire  of 
shot,  shell,  and  musketry ;  undaunted,  this  little 
band — its  chivalrous  commander  at  its  head — 
rushed  upon  the  works  and  in  less  time  than  it 
requires  to  describe  it,  it  and  the  flags  were  in 
our  possession.  Preparations  were  then  quickly 
made  for  the  use  of  hand-grenades,  when  the 
enemy  in  the  ditch,  being  informed  of  our  pur- 
pose, immediately  surrendered." 

General  Forney,  in  his  report,  speaking  of  the 
assault  upon  our  intrenchments,  says  : 

"  On  the  twenty-second  of  May  he  assaulted 
three  points  on  my  line,  as  follows  :  Three  times 
on  my  extreme  left  and  extending  to  General 
Smith's  front ;  twice  on  the  Jackson  road,  and 
twice  on  the  Baldwin's  Ferry  road,  at  eleven  A. 
M.,  and  five  p.  M.  These  assaults  were  made  by 
larger  bodies,  and  apparently  with  more  deter- 
mination than  those  of  the  nineteenth  of  May. 
Colonel  Waul's  Legion  had  previously  been  sent 
to  General  Stevenson,  but  Green's  brigade  of 
Bowen's  division,  was  in  reserve  behind  my 
right,  and  assisted  in  repelling  the  attack  at  that 
point.  There  were  also,  on  this  day,  two  Lou- 
isiana regiments,  of  Smith's  division,  in  reserve 
behind  my  division.  The  enemy  was  repulsed 
in  each  of  his  attempts,  though  he  succeeded  in 
getting  a  few  men  into  our  exterior  ditches  at 
each  point  of  attack,  from  which  they  were, 
tiowever,  driven  before  night.  Hand-grenades 
were  used  at  each  point  with  good  effect.  A 
color  banner  and  two  stands  of  colors  were  cap- 
tured by  the  Second  Texas  regiment  of  Moore's 
brigade.  On  this  day  the  casualties  in  my  di- 
vision were  forty-two  killed  and  ninety-five 
wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have 
reached  two  thousand." 

General  Smith,  in  his  report  of  this  assault, 
says: 

"  The  twenty-second  passed  in  the  same  man- 
ner until  about  two  p.  M.,  when  a  column  was 
discovered  advancing  against  the  right  of 
Shoupe's  brigade.  It  was  immediately  driven 
Dack  ;  another  then  approached  on  the  right  of 
the  centre.  This  was  dispersed  without  great 
effort,  and  with  considerable  loss.  Again  ^the 
enemy  appeared  in  increased  force  on  my  right 
and  Forney's  left.  He  was  promptly  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss.  This  terminated  the  day's  op- 
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erations,  with  the  exception  of  the  same  heavy 
fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  kept  up  until 
dark  along  my  entire  front." 

After  these  several  decided  repulses  the  ene- 
my seemed  to  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  taking 
by  assault,  and  went  vigorously  at  work  to 
thoroughly  invest  and  attack  by  regular  ap- 
proaches, and  the  history  of  one  day  is  pretty 
much  the  history  of  all. 

May  23. 

This  day  was  unusually  quiet,  with  but  little 
artillery  firing  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  The 
sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  were  more  cautious, 
and  he  was  evidently  staggered  by  the  severe 
repulse  of  the  day  previous.  Many  of  his  dead 
were  still  lying  unburied  in  sight  of  our  trenches. 
The  fire  from  the  mortar  fleet  continued  heavy 
and  incessant.  At  night  the  engineers  were 
busily  engaged  repairing  in  the  work  in  front  of 
Lee,  Moore,  and  Hebert,  which  were  badly 
shattered. 

May  24. 

At  an  early  hour  the  mortar  fleet  opened  and 
kept  a  continuous  and  heavy  bombardment 
throughout  the  day.  Just  before  dark  the  artil- 
lery from  the  rear  opened  a  rapid  and  heavy 
fire,  but  not  of  long  duration.  In  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  attempted  to  mine  our  works  on  the 
Jackson  road,  but  were  soon  driven  off  by  the 
use  of  hand-grenades.  During  the  night  the  en- 
gineers were  engaged  in  increasing  and  strength- 
ening our  works.  Before  daylight  our  river 
pickets  captured  a  barge  laden  with  coal,  which 
was  sunk,  it  being  found  impracticable  to  unload 
it.  General  Stevenson  was  ordered  to  have  col- 
lected ah1  the  ammunition  scattered  in  front  of 
our  trenches,  and  to  have  the  cartridge-boxes  of 
the  enemy's  dead  emptied  of  their  contents,  it 
being  important  to  all,  in  any  way,  to  our  lim- 
ited supply  of  ammunition  and  musket-caps  es- 
pecially, of  which  latter  we  stood  greatly  in 
need,  having  a  million  more  of  cartridges  than 
of  caps,  without  which  latter  the  former  could 
be  of  no  possible  value. 

May  25. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  force  to-day  on  the 
Warrenton  and  Hall's  Ferry  roads.  The  firing 
was  about  as  usual  until  about  six  o'clock,  when 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  agreed  to,  to  per- 
mit the  enemy  to  bury  his  dead,  killed  in  the 
assault  of  Friday.  The  following  is  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI  AND) 

44  EAST  LOUISIANA,  L 

"  VICKSBUBG,  May  25,  1863.     ) 

"  Commanding  General  United  States  Forces  in 
front  of  Vicksburg : 

"  SIR  :  Two  days  having  elapsed  since  your 
dead  and  wounded  have  been  lying  in  our  front, 
and,  as  yet,  no  disposition  on  your  part  of  a  de- 
sire to  move  them  being  exhibited  ;  in  the  name 
of  humanity,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  remove  your  dead 


and  dying  men.  If  you  cannot  do  this,  on  noti- 
fication from  you  that  hostilities  will  be  sus- 
pended on  your  part  for  the  time  specified,  I 
will  endeavor  to  have  the  dead  buried  and  the 
wounded  cared  for. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

"  Lieutenant-Genera]." 

To  which  communication  the  following  reply 
was  received : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  op  THE  TENNESSEE,  \ 
"  NEAR  VICKSBURG,  May  26, 1863 — 3.30  p.  a.     ) 

"Lieutenant-General  J.  C.  Pemberton,  command- 
ing Vicksburg,  Miss. : 

"  SIR  :  Your  note  of  this  date,  proposing  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  for  two  and  a  half  hours  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting the  dead  and  wounded,  is  just  received. 
As  it  will  take  some  time  to  send  word  to  all 
my  forces  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportu- 
nity afforded,  and  to  return  this  to  you  so  that 
notice  may  be  given  to  your  troops  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  I  will  name  six  o'clock  p.  M., 
to-day,  as  the  hour  when  we  will  commence  col- 
lecting any  wounded  or  dead  we  may  have  still 
upon  the  field.  From  that  hour  for  two  and  a 
half  hours  all  hostilities  shall  cease  on  our  side. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"  (Signed)  U.  S.  GRANT, 

"  Major -General." 

During  the  day  about  one  hundred  prisoners 
were  captured,  and  a  working  party  was  sent 
to  throw  up  obstructions  on  the  flat  below  the 
city.  No  circumstance  worthy  of  special  note 
occurred  between  this  date  and  that  of  the  twen- 
ty-seventh. The  enemy  evidently  was  discour- 
aged by  his  previous  fruitless  and  costly  assaults 
upon  our  works  in  the  rear,  and  he  therefore 
determined,  if  possible,  to  attempt  to  silence 
our  upper  battery,  and  then,  by  the  aid  of  his 
_unboats,  to  effect  a  lodgment  in  the  trenches 
immediately  above  and  beyond  it.  With  this 
design,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
at  about  nine  o'clock,  four  of  his  boats  engaged 
our  lower  batteries  ;  at-.the  same  time,  the  Cin- 
cinnati, a  turreted  iron-clad  of  the  largest  class, 
and  carrying  fourteen  guns,  pushed  boldly  down 
the  river,  rounded  the  peninsula,  and  was  soon 
tiotly  engaged  with  our  upper  battery  at  short 
range.  After  a  spirited  engagement  of  about 
forty-five  minutes,  the  Cincinnati  was  rendered 
a  complete  wreck,  and  only  escaped  total  de- 
struction by  being  run  aground  on  the  Missis- 
sippi shore,  where  she  is  probably  still  lying. 
The  lower  fleet,  witnessing  her  discomfiture, 
soon  drew  off,  with  what  damage  to  themselves 
t  is  impossible  to  sa}T.  The  firing  from  our  bat- 
teries was  most  excellent,  and  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  awarded  to  Colonel  Higgins,  his  oifi- 
cers  and  men,  for  their  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
skill.  The  enemy  still  continued  to  work  stead- 
ily in  completing  and  strengthening  his  line  of 
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circunivallation.  His  fire  of  musketry  and  ar- 
tillery was  continuous  during  each.  day.  Major 
Mathews,  Ordnance  Officer,  was  instructed  to 
have  the  large  number  of  unexploded  Parrott 
shells  scattered  around  the  city  sent  to  Paxton's 
foundry  and  re-capped.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire 
from  tha  rear,  and  for  four  hours  a  storm  of  shot 
and  shell  was  rained  upon  the  city,  seriously 
damaging  many  buildings,  killing  and  wound- 
ing a  large  number  of  soldiers  and  citizens. 
During  the  day  Ellett's  marine  brigade  ar- 
rived and  anchored  at  the  bend  above.  Two 
couriers  had  arrived  from  General  Johnston  on 
the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth, respectively. 
The  former  brought  eighteen  thousand  caps,  the 
latter  twenty  thousand,  and  the  following  dis- 
patch, the  first  received  since  the  eighteenth : 

.'•May  25, 1863. 

"  Lieidenant-General  Pemberton : 

"  My  last  note  was  returned  by  the  bearer. 
Two  hundred  thousand  caps  have  been  sent. 
It  will  be  continued  as  they  arrive.  Bragg  is 
sending  a  division ;  when  it  comes  I  will  move  to 
you.  Which  do  you  think  the  best  route  ?  How 
and  where  is  the  enemy  encamped  ?  What  is 
your  force  ? 

"  (Signed)  J.  E.  JOHNSTON." 

The  two  hundred  thousand  caps  mentioned 
in  the  above  dispatch  were  captured  by  the 
enemy.  I  dispatched  the  following  in  reply: 
"  Your  dispatch  of  twenty-fifth  received  this 
morning,  with  twenty  thousand  caps ;  Fontaine 
yesterday  with  eighteen  thousand.  No  messen- 
ger from  you  since  the  eighteenth.  I  have 
eighteen  thousand  men  to  man  the  lines  and 
-iver-front;  no  reserves.  I  do  not  think  you 
•should  move  with  less  than  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand  men,  and  then,  if  possible,  towards 
Bnyder's  Mills,  giving  me  notice  of  the  time  of 
your  approach.  The  enemy  encompasses  my 
lines  from  right  to  left  flank,  occupying  all  roads. 
He  has  three  corps :  Sherman  on  my  left ;  Mc- 
Pherson,  centre ;  McClernand  on  my  right ; 
Hurlburt's  division  from  Memphis,  and  Ellett's 
marine  brigade  (the  last  afloat).  Enemy  has 
made  several  assaults;  My  men  are  in  good 
spirits,  awaiting  your  arrival.  Since  investment 
we  have  lost  about  one  thousand  men,  many 
officers.  You  may  depend  on  my  holding  the 
place  as  long  as  possible.  On  the  twenty-sev- 
enth we  sunk  one  of  their  best  iron-clad  gun- 
boats." 

On  the  thirtieth,  I  again  dispatched  as  fol- 
lows: ''Scouts  report  the  enemy  to  have  with- 
drawn most  of  his  forces  from  our  right  yester- 
day, leaving  Hall's  Ferry-  road  open,  I  apprehend, 
for  a  movement  against  you.  I  expect  this 
courier  to  return  to  me." 

The  meat  ration  having  been  reduced  one- 
half,  that  of  sugar,  rice,  and  beans,  was  largely 
increased.  It  was  important,  above  all  things, 
that  every  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
the  troops.  With  this  object  in  view,  I  ordered 


the  impressment  of  chewing-tobacco,  and  its 
issue  to  the  troops.  This  had  a  very  beneficial 
influence.  The  enemy  kept  steadily  at  work, 
day  and  night,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the 
cover  of  the  hills,  had  run  his  parallels  up  to 
within  seventy-five  yards  of  our  works.  He  was 
also  mining  at  different  points,  and  it  required 
the  active  and  constant  attention  of  our  engi- 
neers to  repair  at  night  the  damage  inflicted 
upon  our  works  during  the  day,  and  to  meet  his 
different  mines  by  countermining.  Orders  were 
issued  to  prepare  thunder-barrels  and  petards 
for  the  defence  of  near  points,  and  every  pre- 
caution taken  to  check  the  enemy  in  his  opera- 
tions, and  to  delay  them  as  far  as  possible.  On 
the  seventh  of  June,  the  following  dispatch  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston :  "  I  am  still  without 
information  from  you  later  than  your  dispatch 
of  twenty-fifth.  The  enemy  continues  to  intrench 
his  position  around  Vicksburg.  I  have  sent  out 
couriers  to  you  almost  daily.  The  same  men 
are  constantly  in  the  trenches,  but  are  still  in 
good  spirits,  expecting  your  approach.  The 
enemy  is  so  vigilant  that  it  is  impossible  to  ob- 
tain reliable  information.  When  may  I  expect 
you  to  move,  and  in  what  direction  ?  My  sub- 
sistence may  be  put  down  for  about  twenty 
days."  On  the  tenth,  I  again  dispatched  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  enemy  bombards  day  and  night  from 
seven  mortars  on  opposite  side  of  peninsula. 
He  also  keeps  up  constant  fire  on  our  lines  with 
artillery  and  sharpshooters.  We  are  losing 
many  officers  and  men.  I  am  waiting  most  anx- 
iously to  know  your  intentions.  Have  heard 
nothing  of  you  or  from  you  since  twenty-fifth  of 
May.  I  shall  endeavor  to  hold  out  as  long  as 
we  have  anything  to  eat.  Can  you  not  send  me 
a  verbal  message  by  a  courier  crossing  the  river 
above  or  below  Vicksburg,  and  swimming  across 
again  opposite  Vicksburg?"  Again,  on  the 
twelfth,  I  dispatched  as  follows :  "  Courier 
Walker  arrived  this  morning,  with  caps.  No 
message  from  you.  Very  heavy  firing  yesterday 
from  mortars  and  on  lines.'"  About  this  time 
our  provisions,  particularly  of  meat,  having  be- 
come exhausted,  General  Stevenson  was  in- 
structed to  impress  all  the  cattle  in  the  city, 
and  the  Chief  Commissary  directed  to  sell  only 
one  ration  per  diem  to  any  officer.  He  was  also 
instructed  to  issue  for  bread  equal  portions  of 
rice  and  flour — four  ounces  each.  About  the 
thirteenth,  Captain  Saunders  arrived  from  Jack- 
son, via  Steele's  Bayou,  with  two  hundred  thou- 
sand percussion-caps,  and  a  day  or  two  subse- 
quently I  received  the  following  dispatch  from 

General  Johnston : 

"May  29, 1863. 

"  I  am  too  weak  to  save  Vicksburg ;  can  do 
no  more  than  attempt  to  save  you  and  your 
garrison.  It  will  be  impossible  to  extricate  you 
unless  you  co-operate,  and  we  make  mutually 
supporting  movements.  Communicate  your  plans 
and  suggestions,  if  possible." 

On  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth,  I  addressed 
General  Johnston  as  follows :  "  Last  night  Cap- 
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tain  Saunders  arrived  with  two  hundred  thou- 
sand caps,  but  brought  no  information  as  to 
your  position  or  movements.  The  enemy  is 
landing  troops  in  large  numbers  on  Louisiana 
shore,  above  Vicksburg.  They  are  probably 
from  Memphis,  but  it  may  be  from  Yazoo ;  I 
cannot  ascertain  positively.  On  the  Graveyard 
road  the  enemy  has  run  his  saps  to  within  twen- 
ty-five yards  of  our  works.  He  will  probably 
attempt  to  sink  a  mine ;  I  shall  try  to  thwart 
him.  I  am  anxiously  expecting  to  hear  from 
you,  to  arrange  for  co-operation." 

"  VicKSBTiBG,  June  15,  1863. 

"  The  enemy  has  placed  several  very  heavy 
guns  in  position  against  our  works,  and  is  ap- 
proaching then  very  near  by  sap.  His  fire  is 
almost  continuous.  Our  men  have  no  relief — 
are  becoming  much  fatigued,  but  are  still  in 
pretty  good  spirits.  I  think  your  movement 
should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy 
is  receiving  reinforcements.  We  are  living  on 
greatly  reduced  rations,  but  I  think  sufficient 
for  twenty  days  yet."  The  enemy  had  now 

E  laced  in  position  on  the  peninsula  several  very 
eavy  guns,  the  fire  of  which  was  very  de- 
structive, and  though  repeated  attempts  were 
made  we  could  not  succeed  in  silencing  them. 
On  the  nineteenth,  the  following  telegram  was 
sent  to  General  Johnston  :  "  The  enemy  opened 
all  his  batteries  on  our  lines  about  half-past 
three  o'clock  this  morning,  and  continued  the 
heaviest  fire  we  have  yet  sustained,  until  eight 
o'clock,  but  he  'did  not  asault  our  works.  Artil- 
lery is  reported  to  have  been  distinctly  heard 
about  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  towards  and  east  of 
Snyder's  Mills,  supposed  to  have  been  an  en- 
gagement with  your  troops.  On  the  Graveyard 
road  the  enemy's  works  are  within  twenty-five 
feet  of  our  redan,  also  very  close  on  Jackson 
and  Baldwin's  Ferry  roads.  I  hope  you  will  ad- 
vance with  the  least  possible  delay.  My  men 
have  been  thirty-four  days  arid  nights  in 
trenches  without  relief,  and  the  enemy  within 
conversation  distance.  We  are  living  on  very 
reduced  rations,  and ,  as  you  know,  are  entirely 
isolated.  What  aid  am  I  to  expect  from  you? 
The  bearer,  Captain  Wise,  can  be  confided  in." 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  a  party  from 
Cumming's  Georgia  brigade,  Stevenson's  divis- 
ion, made  a  gallant  sortie  on  the  Hall's  Ferry 
road,  and  captured  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
twelve  men,  with  their  intrenching  tools,  &c. 
On  the  night  of  the  twenty-third  a  heavy  skir- 
mish occurred  in  front  of  Cummings's  line  for 
the  possession  of  a  picket-station,  which  resulted 
in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  Under  date  of  the 
twenty-first,  the  following  dispatch  was  sent 
out  to  General  Johnston  : 

"  Your  dispatches  of  fourteenth  and  sixteenth 
received.  If  it  is  absolutely  impossible  in  your 
opinion  to  raise  the  siege  with  our  combined 
forces,  and  that  nothing  more  can  be  done  than 
to  extricate  this  garrison,  I  suggest  that,  giv- 
ing me  full  information  in  time  to  act,  you  move 
by  the  north  of  the  railroad,  drive  in  the  enemy's 
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pickets  at  night,  and  at  daylight  next  morning, 
engage  him  heavily  with  skirmishers,  occupying 
him  during  the  entire  day,  and  that  on  that  night, 
I  move  by  tfye  Warrenton  road,  by  Hankinson's 
Ferry,  to  which  point  you  should  previously 
send  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  two  field  bat- 
teries to  build  a  bridge  there,  and  hold  that 
ferry;  also  Hall's  and  Baldwin's  to  cover  my 
crossing  at  Hankinson's.  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
move  with  my  artillery,  and  wagons.  I  suggest 
this  as  the  best  plan,  because  all  the  other  roads 
are  too  strongly  intrenched,  and  the  enemy  in 
too  heavy  force  for  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
success,  unless  you  move  in  sufficient  force  to 
compel  him  to  abandon  his  communications 
with  Snyder's,  which  I  still  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  do.  I  await  your  orders.  Captain 
Cooper  understands  all  my  views,  and  will  ex- 
plain further." 

I  insert  here  two  dispatches  from  General 
Johnston,  one  of  which  is  acknowledged  in  my 
letter  above : 

"  June  14, 1863. 

"All  that  we  can  attempt  is  to  save  you  and 
your  garrison.  To  do  this  exact  co-operation  is 
indispensable.  By  fighting  the  enemy  simul- 
taneously, at  the  same  point  of  the  line,  you 
may  be  extricated.  Our  joint  forces  cannot 
raise  the  siege  of  Yicksburg.  My  communica- 
tions with  the  rear  can  best  be  preserved  by 
operating  north  of  the  railroad.  Inform  me,  as 
soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you  best. 
Your  dispatch  of  the  twelfth  received.  General 
Taylor  with  eight  thousand  men  will  endeavor 
to  open  communication  with  you  from  Kich- 
inond." 

«  June  22, 1863. 

"Your  dispatch  of  the  fifteenth  received. 
General  Taylor  is  sent  by  General  E.  K.  Smith 
to  co-operate  with  you  from  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  to  throw  in  supplies,  and  to  cross 
with  his  force  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I 
will  have  the  means  of  moving  towards  the 
enemy  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  try  to  make  a 
diversion  in  your  favor,  and,  if  possible,  commu- 
nicate with  you,  though  I  fear  my  force  is  too 
small  to  effect  the  latter.  I  have  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger  Saunders 
to  state  to  me  the  least  with  which  I  ought  to 
make  an  attempt.  Scouts  report  the  enemy 
fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads  blocked. 
If  I  can  do  nothing  to  relieve  you,  rather  than 
surrender  the  garrison  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  communicate." 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
enemy  exploded  his  first  mine,  under  the  para- 
pet of  General  Forney's  works.  In  his  official 
report  that  officer  says :  "  The  explosion  effected 
a  breach  through  which  the  enemy  immediately 
attempted  to  charge,  but  was  promptly  and  gal- 
lantly repulsed.  The  Sixth  Missouri  regiment, 
which  had  been  held  in  reserve,  was  on  the  spot 
immediately  after  the  explosion,  and  its  com- 
mander, Colonel  Eugene  Irwin,  was  instantly 
killed  while  attempting  to  lead  a  charge  over  the 
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works.  Six  men  of  the  Forty-third  Mississippi 
regiment,  who  were  in  the  shaft  countermining  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  were  buried  and  lost. 
At  dark  the  enemy  had  possessed  himself  of  the 
ditch  and  slope  of  the  parapet,  and  our  troops 
retired  to  an  interior  line  a  few  feet  back.  This 
point  was  now  reinforced  by  Colonel  Cockrell's 
brigade  of  Bowen's  division,  and  work  was  re- 
sumed by  the  enemy,  and  by  us,  they  mining, 
and  we  countermining."  From  this  time  until 
the  first,  nothing  of  moment  occurred.  On 
that  morning,  however,  the  enemy  sprung  an- 
other mine,  on  the  right  of  the  Jackson .  road, 
which  is  thus  spoken  of  by  General  Forney,  in 
his  report :  "  The  result  was  the  entire  demo- 
lition of  the  redan,  leaving  only  an  immense 
chasm  where  it  stood.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  earth  was  thrown  towards  the  enemy,  the 
line  of  least  resistance  being  in  that  direction. 
Our  interior  line  was  much  injured.  Nine  men 
who  were  countermining  were  necessarily  lost, 
and  a  large  number  of  those  manning  the  works 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, made  no  attempt  to  charge,  seeming  satis- 
fied with  having  materially  weakened  the  posi- 
tion. I  understand  that  the  amount  of  powder 
used  by  the  enemy  in  this  explosion  was  one 
ton.  While  all  this  was  taking  place  on  the 
Jackson  road  the  enemy  was  by  no  means  idle 
at  other  points.  At  the  work  on  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road  his  sappers  had  nearly  reached  the 
ditch.  At  this  place  we  sprung  a  countermine, 
which  was,  unfortunately  a  little  premature." 
From  this  time  forward,  our  engineers  were 
kept  constantly  and  busily  employed  in  counter- 
mining against  the  enemy,  who  was  at  work 
day  and  night  countermining  on  the  different 
portions  of  the  line.  About  this  time,  our  stock 
of  bacon  having  become  almost  exhausted,  the 
experiment  of  using  mule  meat  as  a  substitute 
was  tried,  it  being  issued  only  to  those  who 
desired  to  use  it ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  say  it 
was  found,  by  both  officers  and  men,  not  only 
nutritious  but  very  palatable,  and  every  way 
preferable  to  poor  beef.  I  have  already  given 
in  extenso,  the  several  letters  received  from 
General  Johnston  up  to  this  time,  and  my  re- 
plies thereto.  In  this  connection  I  take  occa- 
sion to  introduce  General  Johnston's  letter  of 
the  twenty-seventh  June,  which  was  never  re- 
ceived by  me,  but  a  copy  of  which  General 
Johnston  was  kind  enough  to  furnish  : 

"Juno  27, 186a 

"  Your  dispatch  of  the  twenty-second  re- 
ceived. General  E.  K.  Smith's  troops  have  been 
mismanaged,  and  have  fallen  back  to  Delhi.  I 
have  sent  a  special  messenger  urging  him  to 
assume  direct  command.  The  determined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Vicksburg,  and  to  postpone  both 
tlie  modes  suggested  of  merely  extricating  the 
garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  garrison,  should  they  become  neces- 
sary, must  be  made  by  you.  It  would  be  a  con- 


fession of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  ought 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them.  When  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  make  terms,  they  may  be 
considered  as  made  under  my  authority."  To 
preserve  the  continuity  of  the  narrative,  and 
that  events  may  be  mentioned  in  the  order  of 
their  dates,  I  also  give  General  Johnston's  letter 
of  July  third,  which  was  received  by  me  on  the 
tenth  : 

"  CAMP  NEAR  BIRDSONG'S  FERRY,  ) 
"  July  3,  1863.         J 

"  Your  dispatches  of  the  twenty-eighth  were 
destroyed  by  messenger.  He  states  that  Gen- 
eral Smith's  troops  were  driven  back  to  Mon- 
roe. This  statement,  and  his  account  of  your 
condition,  make  me  think  it  necessary  to  create 
a  diversion,  and  thus  enable  you  to  cut  your 
way  out,  if  the  time  has  arrived  for  you  to  do 
this  ;  of  that  time  I  cannot  judge  ;  you  must, 
as  it  depends  upon  your  condition.  I  hope  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  your  front  on  the  seventh, 
and  your  co-operation  will  be  necessary.  The 
manner  and  the  proper  point  for  you  to  bring 
the  garrison  out,  must  be  determined  by  you, 
from  your  superior  knowledge  of  the  ground 
and  distribution  of  the  enemy's  forces.  Our 
firing  will  show  you  where  we  are  engaged.  If 
Vicksburg  cannot  be  saved,  the  garrison  must." 
On  the  first  of  July  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  either  to 
evacuate  the  city  and  cut  my  way  out,  or  to 
capitulate  upon  the  best  attainable  terms.  My 
own  inclination  led  me  to  favor  the  former ; 
with  this  view,  therefore,  I  addressed  to  my 
division  commanders,  Generals  Stevenson,  For- 
ney, Smith,  and  Bo  wen,  the  following  communi- 
cation : 

VICKSBURG,  July  1,  1863.     ) 

"  GENERAL  :  Unless  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  is 
raised,  or  supplies  are  thrown  in,  it  will  be- 
come necessary  very  shortly  to  evacuate  the 
place.  I  see  no  prospect  of  the  former,  and 
there  are  many  great,  if  not  insuperable  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  the  latter.  You  are,  there- 
fore, requested  to  inform  me  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible  as  to  the  condition  of  your  troops, 
and  their  ability  to  make  the  marches,  and  un- 
dergo the  fatigue  necessary  to  accomplish  a 
successful  evacuation.  You  will,  of  course,  use 
:he  utmost  discretion  whilst  informing  yourself 
through  your  subordinates,  upon  all  points  tend- 
ing to  a  clear  elucidation  of  the  subjects  of  my 
inquiry. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

Lieut.- General,  commanding." 

The  next  day  I  received  a  reply  from  'each  of 
these  officers,  which  is  herewith  submitted  : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  STEVENSON'S  DIVISION,  \ 
VICKSBURG,  July  2,  1863.         / 

"  GENERAL  :  Your  note — confidential — of  yes- 
terday, requesting  me  to  inform  you  as  to  the 
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condition  of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
the  marches  and  undergo  the  fatigue  necessary 
to"  accomplish  a  successful  evacuation  of  this 
city,  was  duly  received,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  reply  thereto,  as  follows  :  My  men  are  very 
cheerful,  but  from  long  confinement,  more  than 
forty-five  days,  in  the  trenches,  on  short  rations, 
are  necessarily  much  enfeebled,  and  a  consider- 
able number  would  be  unable  to  make  the 
marches  and  undergo  the  fatigue  which  would 
probably  be  necessary  to  a  successful  evacua- 
tion of  this  city.  If  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and 
it  should  be  necessary  to  place  the  Big  Black  in 
our  rear  in  one  march,  the  chances  are  that  a 
large  number  of  them  now  in  the  trenches 
could  not  succeed.  I  believe,  however,  that 
most  of  them,  rather  than  be  captured,  would 
exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  accomplish  it 
I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  the  opinions  of 
my  brigade  commanders  on  these  points. 
u  I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  S.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General.  " 

"  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS,        \ 
NEAR  VICESBURG,  July  2,  1863.    j 

"  GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  confidential  note 
of  yesterday,  requesting  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  condition  of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to 
make  the  marches  and  undergo  the  fatigues 
necessary  to  accomplish  a  successful  evacua- 
tion, as  heart-rending  as  the  reply  may  be,  I 
have  to  state,  that  I  concur  in  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  brigade  and  regimental  command- 
ers, that  the  physical  condition  and  health  of 
our  men  are  not  sufficiently  good  to  enable 
them  to  accomplish  successfully  the  evacuation. 
The  spirit  of  the  men  is  still,  however,  unshak- 
en, and  I  am  satisfied  they  will  cheerfully  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  the 
siege.  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  further  in- 
formation, the  brigade  reports. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  JNO.  H.  FORNEY, 

"Major  -General'' 


HEADQrARTERS,  ") 

"  July  2,  1863.         J 

"  GENERAL  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  desires 
from  me  a  reply  on  two  points,  viz.  :  the  con- 
dition of  my  troops,  and  their  ability  to  make 
the  marches  and  undergo  the  fatigue  necessary 
to  a  successful  evacuation  of  this  place.  The 
length  of  the  marches  and  amount  of  fatigue 
necessary  to  a  successful  evacuation,  not  being 
indicated,  I  confine  myself  to  giving  the  follow- 
ing information  and  opinion  :  There  are  about 
(3,000)  three  thousand  men  in  my  division,  in- 
cluding State  troops,  in  a  condition  to  under- 
take a  march  of  eight  or  ten  miles  a  day  in  this 
weather,  if  there  is  an  opportunity  of  resting 
at  intervals.  Out  of  these  three  thousand,  only 
about  two  thousand  are  considered  reliable  in 
case  we  are  strongly  opposed  and  much  har- 


assed. A  secret  evacuation  I  consider  almost 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  temper  of  many 
in  my  command,  who  would  of  necessity  be  left 
behind,  not  to  mention  their  natural  timidity 
when  left  alone,  which  would  induce  them  to  at 
once  get  into  communication  with  the  enemy 
for  their  own  fancied  safety.  I  would  really 
expect  the  enemy  to  become  aware  of  the  move- 
ment before  my  command  had  cleared  the  right 
of  our  line.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the 
two  thousand  alluded  to  have  suffered  severely 
in  the  loss  of  field  officers  during  the  siege, 
and  while  their  individual  bravery  remains  the 
same,  they  will  be  more  readily  thrown  into 
confusion  from  want  of  officers  to  handle  them, 
if  forced  to  halt  and  go  through  any  formation 
to  oppose  an  enemy.  In  other  words,  while 
under  the  impression  that  the  troops  will  to-day 
resist  an  assault  as  obstinately,  or  perhaps  more 
so,  as  when  they  first  manned  the  trenches,  I  do 
not  think  they  would  do  as  well  out  of  them 
and  in  the  field.  I  believe  that  General  John- 
ston either  has  or  will  fight  Grant,  and  my  hope 
has  been  that  he  will  be  successful,  and  in  time 
to  relieve  us  ;  at  present,  however,  I  see  no 
chance  of  timely  relief  from  him,  and  his  dis- 
patches have  never  indicated  a  hope  of  being 
able  to  raise  the  siege.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  deem  it  best  to  propone  terms  of 
capitulation  before  forced  to  do  so  from  want  of 
provisions.  The  following,  although  not  called 
for  by  your  note,  is  respectfully  stated  on  ac- 
count of  a  personal  conversation  had  some  days 
since.  In  regard  to  evacuating  with  or  without 
entering  into  terms  of  agreement  with  the  ene- 
my, I  should  much  prefer  the  former ;  there  is 
to  my  mind,  no  practical  difference  between 
giving  up  a  place  openly  or  secretly. 
"  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  M.  S.  SMITH, 

Major-Geaeral." 


"HEADQUARTERS  BOWEX'S  DIVISION,        \ 
"VicssBURG,  Miss.,  July  2,  1863.  j 


"  GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  this 
morning,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  my  com- 
mand to  force  their  way  through  the  enemy's 
lines,  in  case  that  the  necessity  should  arise  to 
evacuate  this  position,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  my  men  are  in  as  good,  if  not  better  spirits 
than  any  others  in  the  line,  and  able  to  stand  as 
much  fatigue  ;  yet,  I  do  not  consider  them  capa- 
ble (physically)  of  enduring  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  such  an  undertaking.  Forty-five  days 
incessant  duty,  day  and  night,  with  short  rations 
— the  wear  of  both  mind  and  body,  incident  to 
our  situation,  has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  them, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  cannot  give  battle 
and  march  over  ten  or  twelve  miles  in  the  same 
day.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  General  Johnston 
has  never  held  out  to  us  the  slightest  hope  that 
the  siege  could  be  raised — that  his  demonstra- 
tion in  our  favor  to  relieve  this  exhausted  garri- 
son would,  of  necessity,  be  sufficient  to  raise  it, 
I  see  no  alternative  but  to  rescue  the  command, 
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by  making  terms  with  the  enemy.  Under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  were  we  to  cut 
our  way  out,  we  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  save 
two-thirds  of  our  present  effective  strength ;  no 

Erovision  could  be  made  for  our  wounded  who 
ill  in  the  attempt,  or  those  we  leave  behind  in 
the  hospitals,  and  our  army  would  reach  General 
Johnston  (if  we  should  get  through)  a  mere 
handful  01  broken-down  stragglers.  I  would, 
therefore,  recommend  that  an  immediate  propo- 
sition be  made  to  capitulate.  If  accepted,  we  get 
everything  we  have  a  right  to  hope  for;  if 
rejected,  we  can  still  hold  out  stubbornly  for 
some  days,  and  our  enemy  may  make  the  proposal 
to  us.  When  our  rations  are  exhausted,  or 
nearly  so,  we  may  accept  a  surrender  with  the 
condition  of  a  general  parole,  instead  of  impris- 
onment, for  the  command.  If  the  offer  is  made 
at  once,-  we  have  a  better  chance  of  making 
terms  than  when  we  have  only  one  day's  resist- 
ance in  store,  in  case  of  a  refusal.  The  proposi- 
tion coming  from  us,  if  rejected,  will  make  our 
men  determined  to  fight  to  the  last ;  theirs,  on 
the  contrary,  will  feel  that  after  Vicksburg  has 
been  offered,  their  blood  is  shed  to  gratify  a 
mere  vindictive  feeling  against  its  garrison, 
whose  only  fault  has  been  the  noble  defence 
they  have  made ;  and  I  believe  that  numbers  of 
the  enemy  have  still  enough  manhood  to  admire 
our  courage  and  determination,  and  urge  liberal 
terms  of  capitulation. 

"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
"JNO.  S.  BOWEN, 

"Major-General." 

The  opinions  of  General  Stevenson's  brigade 
commanders  will  be  found  in  that  officer's  report, 
wirile  those  of  General  Forney's  are  presented 
in  the  appendix  to  this.  So  far  as  I  know,  not 
a  solitary  brigade  or  regimental  commander 
favored  the  scheme  of  cutting  out ;  and  only 
two,  whose  views  were  presented  to  me,  inti- 
mated the  possibility  of  making  more  than  one- 
half  of  their  commands  available  for  that 
purpose.  With  this  unanimous  opinion  of  my 
officers  against  the  practicability  of  a  successful 
evacuation,  and  no  relief  from  General  Johnston, 
a  surrender,  with  or  without  terms,  was  the 
only  alternative  left  me.  I  therefore  addressed 
the  following  note  to  Major-General  Grant : 

»  VICKSBURG,  July  3,  1863. 

"  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  U.  S. 

Forces,  near  Vicksburg,  Miss : 

"  GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  you 

an  armistice  for  hours,  with  a  view  to 

arranging  terms  for  the  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
burg. To  this  end,  if  agreeable  to  you,  I  will 
appoint  three  commissioners  to  meet  a  like  num- 
ber to  be  named  by  yourself,  at  such  place  and 
hour  to-day  as  you  may  find  convenient.  I  make 
this  proposition  to  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  which  must  otherwise  be  shed  to  a  fright- 
ful extent,  feeling  myself  fully  able  to  maintain 
my  position  for  a  yet  indefinite  period.  This 


communication  will  be  handed  you  under  flag  of 
truce,  by  Major-General  J.  S.  Bowen. 
"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PEMBERTON,    " 

"  Lieutenant-General,  commanding." 

In  the  course  of  two  hours  the  annexed  reply 
was  received : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,  > 
"NEAR  VICKSBURG,  July  3,  1863.        ] 

"  Lieutenant-Ge-neral  J.  C.  Pemberton,  command- 
ing Confederate  Forces,  &c. : 
"GENERAL:  Your  note  of  this  date  is  just 
received,  proposing  an  armistice  for  several 
hours  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  terms  of 
capitulation  through  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed, &c.  The  useless  effusion  of  blood  you 
propose  stopping  by  this  course,  can  be  ended 
at  any  time  you  may  choose  by  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  city  and  garrison.  Men  who 
have  shown  so  much  endurance  and  courage  as 
those  now  in  Vicksburg,  will  always  challenge 
the  respect  of  an  adversary,  and  I  can  assure 
you  will  be  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to 
prisoners  of  war.  I  do  not  favor  the  proposi- 
tion of  appointing  commissioners  to  arrange  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  because  I  have  no  terms 
other  than  those  indicated  above. 

"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"U.  S.  GRANT, 

"Major-General.'' 

Upon  the  return  of  General  Bowen  with  this 
letter,  I  understood  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
Major-General  Grant  to  have  a  personal  confer- 
ence with  me,  and  this  being  agreed  to,  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.,  accompanied  by  General  Bowen 
and  Captain  Montgomery  (then  supposed  to  be 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel),  I  proceeded  to  the  lines, 
where  I  met  General  Grant,  surrounded  by  a 
number  of  his  officers.  I  soon  learned  that  there 
was  a  mutual  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the 
desire  for  this  interview,  and  therefore  informed 
General  Grant  that  if  he  had  no  terms  to  pro- 
pose other  than  were  contained  in  his  letter,  the 
conference  could  terminate,  and  hostilities  be 
resumed  immediately.  After  some  further  con- 
versation, he  proposed  that  General  Bowen  and 
Captain  Montgomery,  and  two  of  his  officers, 
Major-Generals  McPherson  and  Smith,  should 
retire  for  consultation,  and  suggest  such  terms 
as  they  might  think  proper  for  our  considera- 
tion. After  some  conversation  between  these 
officers,  we  parted,  with  the  understanding  that 
General  Grant  would  communicate  with  me  by 
ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  and  about  that  hour  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  received : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TIIE  TENNESSEE,  1 
"  NEAR  VICKSBURG,  July  3,  1863.     > 

"  Lieutenant-General  J.  C.  Pemberton,  command- 
ing Confederate  Forces,  Vicksburg,  Miss. : 
"  GENERAL  :  In  conformity  with  agreement  of 

this  afternoon,  I  will  submit  the  following  propo- 
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sition  for  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Vicks- 
burg,  public  stores,  &c.  On  your  accepting  the 
terms  proposed,  I  will  march  one  division,  as  a 
guard,  and  take  possession  at  eight  A.  M.,  to- 
morrpw.  As  soon  as  rolls  can  be  made  out 
and  paroles  signed  by  officers  and  men,  you  will 
be  allowed  to  march  out  of  our  lines,  the  officers 
taking  with  them  their  side-arms  and  clothing, 
and  the  field,  staff,  and  cavalry  officers,  one  horse 
each.  The  rank  and  file  will  be  allowed  all 
their  clothing,  but  no  other  property.  If  these 
conditions  are  accepted,  any  amount  of  rations 
you  may  deem  necessary  can  be  taken  from  the 
stores  you  now  have,  and  also  the  necessary  cook- 
ing utensils  for  preparing  them  ;  thirty  wagons 
also,  counting  two  two-horse  wagons  or  mule 
teams  as  one,  will  be  allowed  to  transport  such 
articles  as  cannot  be  carried  along.  The  same 
conditions  will  be  allowed  to  all  sick  and  wound- 
ed officers  and  soldiers,  as  fast  as  they  become 
able  to  travel.  The  paroles  of  these  latter  must 
be  signed,  however,  whilst  officers  are  present 
authorized  to  sign  the  roll  of  prisoners. 
"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  U.  S.  GRANT, 

u  Major-General. " 

This  letter  was  immediately  submitted  to  a 
council  of  General  officers.  My  own  inclination 
was  to  reject  these  terms,  but,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, I  addressed  General  Grant  as  follows  : 

"  HEADQUARTERS,  VICKSBUBG,  July  8, 1863. 

"  Major- General  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding,  &c. : 
"  GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
proposing  terms  of  capitulation  for  this  garrison 
and  post.  In  the  main,  your  terms  are  accepted ; 
but,  in  justice  both  to  the  honor  and  spirit  of 
my  troops,  I  have  to  submit  the  following  amend- 
ments, which,  if  acceded  to  by  you,  will  perfect 
the  agreement  between  us  :  At  ten  A.  M.  to-mor- 
row, I  propose  to  evacuate  the  works  in  and 
around  Vicksburg,  and  to  surrender  the  city  and 
garrison  under  my  command,  by  marching  out 
with  my  colors  and  arms,  stacking  them  in  front 
of  my  present  lines,  after  which  you  will  take 
possession  ;  officers  to  retain  their  side-arms 
and  personal  property,  and  the  right  and  prop- 
erty of  citizens  to  be  respected. 
"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

"  Lieutenant  General,  commanding." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  the  fol- 
lowing reply  was  received : 

"HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TEXNESSEK,  \ 
"  BEFORE  VICKSBURG,  July  4, 1863.     j" 

"  GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  third  instant. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  you  cannot  be 
acceded  to  in  full.  It  will  be  necessary  to  fur- 
nish every  officer  and  man  with  a  parole,  signed 


by  himself,  which,  with  the  completion  of  the 
roll  of  prisoners,  will  necessarily  take  some 
time.  Again,  I  can  make  no  stipulations  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  citizens  and  their 
private  property ;  while  I  do  not  propose  to 
cause  them  any  undue  annoyance  or  loss,  I  can- 
not consent  to  have  myself  under  any  restraint 
by  stipulations.  The  property  which  officers 
will  be  allowed  to  take  with  them,  will  be  as 
stated  in  my  proposition  of  last  evening ;  that 
is,  officers  will  be  allowed  their  private  baggage 
and  side-arms,  and  mounted  officers  one  horse 
each.  If  you  mean  by  your  proposition  for  each 
brigade  to  march  to  the  front  of  the  line  now 
occupied  by  it,  and  stack  arms  at  ten  o'clock  A. 
M.,  and  return  to  the  inside  and  remain  as  pris- 
oners until  properly  paroled,  I  will  make  no  ob- 
jection to  it.  Should  no  notification  be  received 
of  your  acceptance  of  my  terms  by  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.,  I  shah1  regard  them  as  having  been  rejected, 
and  shall  act  accordingly.  Should  these  terms 
be  accepted,  white  flags  should  be  displayed 
along  your  lines,  to  prevent  such  of  my  troops 
as  may  not  have  been  notified,  from  firing  upon 
your  men. 

"  I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"U.  S.  GRANT, 

"Major-General." 

In  response  to  this  note,  I  immediately  dis- 
patched the  following,  accepting  the  terms  of 
surrender  as  modified  by  General  Grant : 

"HEADQUARTERS,  VICKSBURG,  July  4, 1863. 

"  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Unit- 
ed States  Forces,  &c, : 

"  GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  recept  of  your  communication  of  this  date, 
and  in  reply  to  say  that  the  terms  proposed  by 
you  are  accepted. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

"  Lieutenant-GeneraL" 

These  terms,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  were  ap- 
proved by  every  division  and  brigade  com- 
mander, with  one  exception  (Brigadier-General 
Baldwin),  who,  without  offering  any  objection  to 
them,  insisted  upon  holding  out,  but  assigned 
no  reason  for  it  In  accordance  with  this  agree- 
ment, the  garrison  was  surrendered  at  ten 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  Federal  forces  immedi- 
ately took  possession  of  our  works  and  placed 
guards  in  the  city.  If  it  should  be  asked 
why  the  Fourth  of  July  was  selected  for  the 
day  of  the  surrender,  the  answer  is  obvious. 
I  believed  that  on  that  day  I  should  obtain 
better  terms.  Well  aware  of  the  vanity  of 
our  foes,  I  knew  they  would  attach  vast  impor- 
tance to  the  entrance  on  the  Fourth  of  July  into 
the  stronghold  of  the  great  river,  and  that,  to 
gratify  their  national  vanity,  they  would  yield 
then  what  could  not  be  extorted  from  them  at 
any  other  time.  This  question  of  time  was  also 
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discussed  by  my  General  officers  in  council  and 
my  views  concurred  in.  The  assertion  that  the 
surrender  of  Vicksburg  was  compelled  by  the 
want  of  subsistence,  or  that  the  garrison  was 
starved  out,  is  one  entirely  destitute  of  truth. 
There  was  at  no  time  any  absolute  suffering  for 
want  of  food  among  the  garrison.  That  the  men 
were  put  upon  greatly  reduced  rations  is  unde- 
niably true,  but  in  the  opinion  of  many  medical 
officers  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  this  was  at  all  injuri- 
ous to  their  health.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  for  forty-seven  days  and  nights  these  heroic 
men  had  been  exposed  to  burning  suns,  and 
that  during  all  this  period  they  never  had — by 
day  or  night — the  slightest  relief.  The  extent  of 
our  works  required  every  available  man  in  the 
trenches,  and  even  then  they  were  in  many 
places  insufficiently  manned.  It  was  not  in  my 
power  to  relieve  any  portion  of  the  line  for  a 
single  hour.  Confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
trench,  with  their  limbs  cramped  and  swollen, 
without  exercise,  constantly  exposed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  shot  and  shell,  while  the  enemy's 
unerring  sharpshooters  stood  ready  to  pick  off 
every  one  visible  above  the  parapets,  is  it 
strange  that  the  men  grew  weak  and  attenu- 
ated ?  They  had  made  a  most  heroic  defence  ; 
many  had  met  death  with  a  smile  upon  their 
lips  ;  all  had  cheerfully  encountered  danger,  and 
almost  without  a  murmur  had  borne  privation 
and  hardships  well  calculated  to  test  their  man- 
hood. They  had  held  the  place  against  an  ene- 
my five  times  their  number,  admirably  clothed 
and  fed,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  all  the 
appliances  of  war.  Whenever  the  foe  had  at- 
tempted an  assault,  they  drove  him  back  dis- 
comfited, covering  the  ground  with  his  killed 
and  wounded,  and  already  had  they  torn  from 
his  grasp  five  stands  of  colors  as  trophies  of 
their  prowess  (none  of  which  were  allowed  to 
fall  again  into  their  hands).  Knowing  the  anx- 
ious desire  of  the  government  to  relieve  Vicks- 
burg, I  felt  assured  that,  if  within  the  compass 
of  its  power,  the  siege  would  be  raised  ;  but 
when  forty-seven  weary  days  and  nights  had 
passed,  with  the  knowledge  I  then  possessed 
that  no  -adequate  relief  was  to  be  expected,  I 
felt  that  I  ought  not  longer  to  place  in  jeopardy 
the  brave  men  whose  lives  had  been  intrusted 
to  my  care.  Hence,  after  the  suggestion  of  the 
alternative  of  cutting  my  way  out,  I  determined 
to  make  terms,  not  because  my  men  were 
starved  out,  not  because  I  could  not  hold  out 
yet  a  little  longer,  but  because  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers,  worn  down  with  fatigue, 
and  each  day  saw  our  defences  crumbling  beneath 
their  feet.  The  question  of  subsistence,  therefore, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  surrender  of  Vicks- 
burg. With  an  unlimited  supply  of  provis- 
ions, the  garrison  could  not,  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  have  held  out  much  longer.  My 
previous  dispatches  from  General  Johnston  had 
not  made  me  very  sanguine,  and  his  dispatch  of 
June  twenty-second  was  not  calculated  to  ren- 
der me  more  hopeful.  He  said : 


"General  Taylor  is  sent  by  General  E.  K. 
Smith,  to  co-operate  with  you  from  the  west 
bank  of  the  river,  to  throw  in  supplies,  and  to 
cross  over  if  expedient  and  practicable.  I  will 
have  the  means  of  moving  towards  the  enemy 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  try  to  make  a  diver- 
sion in  your  favor,  arid  if  possible  communicate 
with  you,  though  I  fear  my  force  is  too  small  to 
effect  the  latter."  *  *  *  *  * 
"  If  I  can  do  nothing  to  relieve  you,  rather  than 
surrender  the  garrison  endeavor  to  cross  the 
river  at  the  last  moment,  if  you  and  General 
Taylor  can  communicate." 

I  never  received  any  communication  from 
Major-General  Taylor  on  the  subject  of  co-op- 
eration, nor  had  I  any  knowledge  of  his  where- 
abouts, or  of  his  forces,  and  I  heard  no  more 
from  General  Johnston  until  the  tenth  of  July, 
when  I  received  his  dispatch  of  the  third,  in 
Vicksburg,  from  the  bearer  who  had  been  sev- 
eral days  confined  and  a  prisoner  to  the  Federal 
authorities.  Had  I  received  General  Johnston  a 
dispatch  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  June, .  in 
which  he  encouraged  the  hope  that  both  Vicks- 
burg and  the  garrison  might  be  saved,  I  would 
have  lived  upon  an  ounce  a  day  and  would 
have  continued  to  meet  the  assaults  of  all 
Grant's  army  rather  than  have  surrendered  the 
city  until  General  Johnston  had  realized  or  re- 
linquished that  hope  ;  but  I  did  not  receive  his 
dispatch  until  the  twentieth  of  August,  in 
Gainesville,  Alabama,  nor  had  I  the  most  remote 
idea  that  such  an  opinion  was  entertained  by 
General  Johnston;  he  had  for  weeks  ignored 
its  possibility.  I  had  notified  him  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  June  that  I  had  enough  to  subsist  my 
army  for  yet  twenty  days,  but  he  held  out  no 
hope  of  raising  the  siege.  On  the  twenty-fifth 
of  May,  thirty-four  days  previous,  he  had  in- 
formed me  that  on  the  arrival  of  an  expected 
division  from  Bragg's  army,  he  would  "  move 
to  me."  I  supposed  then,  with  my  co-operation, 
to  raise  the  siege.  No  subsequent  dispatch 
from  him  sustained  my  understanding  of  his 
communication  ;  all.  without  exception,  of  later 
date,  spoke  only  of  the  possibility  of  extricating 
the  garrison.  His  dispatch  of  July  third,  re- 
ceived by  me  six  days  after  the  capitulation, 
aeld  out  no  such  hope,  and  I  am  fully  and  en- 
sirely  satisfied  that  no  efficient  aid  would  have 
oeen  given  me  even  to  effect  an  evacuation.  I  do 
not  mean  nor  desire  to  be  understood  as  imply- 
ing that  it  might  have  been  given  me ;  I  only 
express  my  conviction  that  had  I  been  able  to 
lold  the  enemy  at  bay  for  yet  a  month,  I  do  not 
oelieve,  as  anxious  as  I  was  to  co-operate,  that  I 
would  have  been  relieved  by  any  force  from  the 
outside. 

In  a  dispatch  of  the  sixteenth,  I  think,  for  I 
lave  not  the  copy,  I  suggested  that,  as  General 
Johnston  deemed  it  impracticable  to  do  more 
than  by  possibility  to  relieve  the  garrison,  a 
sroposition  from  him  for  an  evacuation  of  Vicks- 
burg might  be  favorably  entertained  by  General 
Grant.  In  his  dispatch  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
already  alluded  to,  and  previously  copied,  will 
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be  found  his  views  on  that  point.  The  dispatch 
of  June  twenty-second  from  General  Johnston, 
rendered  it  painfully  apparent  that  the  siege 
could  not  be  raised  (to  cross  the  Mississippi 
River,  as  suggested,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy's 
gunboats  and  land  batteries,  was  an  impossibil- 
ity), and  unless  this  was  effected,  the  defence 
which  had  been  so  long  and  gaUantly  main- 
tained, ceased  to  be  of  any  practical  utility. 

Proud  as  I  was  of  my  brave  troops,  honoring 
them  as  I  did  and  do  for  the  courage,  fortitude 
and  constancy  they  had  so  nobly  displayed,  I 
felt  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  cruel  inhumanity 
to  subject  them  longer  to  the  terrible  ordeal  to 
which,  for  so  many  days  and  nights,  they  had 
already  been  exposed.  Brain  and  sinew  will 
alike  wear  out,  the  bravest  may  be  overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  I  saw  no  advantage  to  be  gained 
by  protracting  a  hopeless  defence,  which  I  knew 
must  be  attended  with  a  useless  waste  of  life  and 
blood.  I  had  then  to  choose  between  such 
favorable  terms  as  I  might  be  able  to  obtain  and 
an  unconditional  surrender,  or  subject  the  garri- 
son and  the  citizens,  including  hundreds  of 
women  and  children,  to  the  horrors  of  an  assault 
which  I  could  no  longer  hope  to  repel. 

Much  (and,  I  think,  unmerited)  obloquy  has 
been  cast  upon  me,  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
public  press,  for  an  imputed  failure  to  provide 
adequately  for  the  subsistence  of  the  garrison  of 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  The  government 
and  my  immediate  military  superior,  perhaps 
better  informed  of  facts,  have,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  refrained  from  censure,  reserving  a  deci- 
sion until  a  full  investigation'  shall  have  deter- 
mined to  what  extent,  if  any,  it  is  deserved. 
Immediately  on  assuming  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  October,  1862,  I  gave  my 
earnest  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  reorgan- 
ization of  the  several  staff  departments,  and  to 
the  great  question  of  supplies.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  speak  of  the  great  confusion  and  general  want 
of  system  which  prevailed.  I  found  most  of  the 
district  commanders  exercising  the  authority 
which  pertained  only  to  the  department  com- 
mander, or  to  a  General  commanding  an  army  in 
the  field  ;  each  appeared  in  a  great  measure  to 
be  acting  independently  of  the  other.  To  some 
considerable  extent  this  seemed  necessary,  under 
the  existing  circumstances.  Major-General  Van 
Dorn  was  in  immediate  command  of  the  army 
at  Holly  Springs,  and  it  naturally  engaged  most 
of  his  attention.  General  Bragg,  to  whose 
department  the  geographical  districts,  just 
organized  into  a  separate  department,  had  been 
attached,  was  too  far  removed  to  permit  him  to 
give  his  personal  supervision.  It  resulted  almost 
necessarily  from  this  state  of  things,  that  but 
little  attention  had  been  given  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  supplies.  No  depots  of  importance 
existed  within  the  limits  of  the  department,  nor 
had  any  measures  been  taken  to  establish  them. 
Much  of  the  season  best  suited  to  the  collection 
of  stores  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  had  gone 
by ;  they  were  undoubtedly  abundant  there,  but 


my  command  did  not  embrace  that  district  of 
country  ;  I  had  no  control  over  the  steamboats 
in  Red  River.  It  was  one  thing  to  purchase 
supplies,  but  another  to  transport  them.  Most 
of  the  boats  were  engaged  in  carrying  sugar, 
molasses  and  salt,  either  for  private  parties,  or 
for  the  government.  There  was  great  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  owners  at  every  attempt  to 
divert  them  from  these  purposes.  The  govern- 
ment was  appealed  to  against  what  was  styled, 
the  violation  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  by  the 
military  authorities.  It  required  time  to, ascer- 
tain what  was  needed  to  be  done,  and  time  to 
acquire  the  means  of  its  accomplishment.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  the  necessary  orders 
were  issued  to  procure  and  transport  supplies 
from  the  parishes  of  Point  Coupee,  Concordia. 
and  Tensas.  Major  Cariey.  then  chief  com- 
mander, was  directed  to  confer  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Broadwell,  agent  of  the  commanding 
General,  then  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment ;  but  to  make  arrangements  for  supplying 
the  department  without  relying  upon  him. 
Major  Dillon,  Commissary  for  the  army,  with 
Major-General  Van  Dorn,  was  directed"  to  use 
every  effort  to  subsist  it  from  the'  northern  and 
north-western  counties.  For  several  months 
after  I  entered  upon  duty  in  the  department, 
there  was  not  water  enough  to  admit  of  the 
passage  into  the  Mississippi  of  the  larger  boats 
which  had  been  run  up  the  Yazoo  or  Red  River 
for  safety.  As  early  as  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber, I  authorized  the  opening  of  the  raft  in  the 
Yazoo,  that  the  smaller  boats  might  pass  out. 
Notwithstanding  the  violent  opposition  of  pri- 
vate parties,  very  many  of  these  were  imme- 
diately taken  either  into  the  permanent  employ 
of  the  government,  or  chartered  as  supplies 
could  be  obtained.  The  transportation  of  sugar 
and  molasses  owned  by  the  government  and  by 
speculators  interfered  materially  with  the  rapid 
accumulation  of.  other  supplies.  When,  how- 
ever, about  the  eighteenth  of  January,  the  larger 
boats  were  able  to  enter  the  Mississippi,  a 
sufficient  number  was  at  once  put  into  requisi- 
tion for  government  transportation,  and  a  large 
amount  of  corn  and  bacon  was  thrown  into 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department.  I  regret,  however,  to 
say  that,  from  want  of  proper  care  and  energy 
upon  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  its  safe 
keeping,  a  large  quantity  of  corn  which  hud 
been  landed  on  the  shore  was  removed  so 
slowly,  and  so  little  precaution  taken  to  secure 
it  from  the  effects  of  the  heavy  rains  of  the  sea- 
son, that  much  was  destroyed  by  that  cause, 
and  much  was  carried  off  by  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
river.  It  happened  that  just  at  this  time,  about 
the  tenth  of  January,  I  made  an  official  visit  to 
Post  Hudson,  and  was  myself  a  witness  of  the 
consequence  of  this  neglect  at  that  point.  On 
the  fourteenth  of  January,  I  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell, 
agent  of  the  Commissary-General,  and  also  for 
my  department,  under  my  immediate  instruc- 
tions : 
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"  Purchase  bacon  for  this  department ;  if  pos- 
sible, buy  several  million  pounds  ;  also  send,  if 
you  can,  a  few  thousand  live  hogs  to  Port  Hudson 
and  Vicksburg.  If  the  present  navigation  should 
be  interrupted,  try  to  get  the  hogs  across  the 
river,  so  that  they  can  be  driven  to  the  interior 
of  the  State,  and  rendered  available  for  the  use 
of  the  troops.  If  nothing  better  can  be  done, 
you  will  contract  with  energetic  men  to  get  from 
Texas  two  or  three  hundred  wagons  loaded 
with  bacon,  the  meat  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Chief 
of  Subsistence  of  this  department,  the  transpor- 
tatfUn  to  be  settled  by  the  Quartermaster,  and 
the  wagons  and  teams  to  be  taken  by  the  gov- 
ernment at  a  fair  valuation.  You  had  better  at- 
tend to  salt  first,  bacon  next,  and  to  sugar  after- 
wards. You  are  properly  accredited  to  com- 
manding Generals  elsewhere,  who  are  requested 
to  assist  you  in  accomplishing  my  wishes,  as 
herein  indicated.  I  was  extremely  desirous  at 
this  time  to  procure  a  sufficient  supply  of  salt, 
to  enable  me  to  cure  bacon,  and  with  that  pur- 
pose, an  order  was  issued  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  hogs  from  the  department.  The 
difficulty  in  obtaining  salt  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ty at  the  proper  seasen,  prevented  the  success 
of  this  plan  to  any  great  extent.  Though  ex- 
tremely anxious  at  this  time  to  purchase  all  the 
meat  possible,  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to 
make  large  purchases  of  corn  from  the  Trans- 
Mississippi,  for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell  was  so  notified.  It 
has  already  been  shown  that  the  large  amount 
at  Port  Hudson  had  not  been  properly  secured, 
and  more  was  still  being  delivered-  The 
enemy's  attempt  on  Vicksburg,  via  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  had  just  signally  failed,  and  his  troops 
been  withdrawn  and  re-embarked.  Before  the 
first  of  January  supplies  from  Deer  Creek  and 
Sunflower,  could  not  be  brought  down  owing 
to  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  and  when  the  rise 
of  the  river  admitted  their  being  landed  at "  Sny- 
der's  Mills,"  the  character  of  the  soil,  and  the 
roads  over  which  wagons  must  pass,  was  such 
as  to  render  transportation  almost  utterly  im- 
practicable. I  had,  however,  appropriated  one 
hundred  wagons  for  that  special  purpose.  In  a 
communication  dated  February  twenty-sixth, 
General  Stevenson  says  :  "  During  wet  weather 
we  cannot  use  the  dirt  road  from  Haines'  Bluff 
to  this  point  (Vicksburg).  The  passage  of  our 
train  of  over  one  hundred  wagons  would  ren- 
der it  impassable  in  one  day ;  besides,  not  be- 
ing able  to  haul  more  than  a  quarter  load,  it 
would  prevent  its  being  kept  in  good  order.  To 
relieve  it  at  such  times,  grain  should  be  obtained 
by  railroad,  but  it,  as  now  managed,  cannot  be 
relied  on."  There  was  an  abundance  of  corn  in 
the  department,  but  in  very  many  instances 
planters  refused  to  sell,  except  for  cash  pay- 
ments, and  the  great  delay  in  forwarding  funds 
embarrassed  me  accordingly.  On  the  twentieth 
of  January  I  telegraphed  as  follows  to  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War :  '•  Unless  funds  are 
sent  immediately  to  Major  Thomas  Johnston, 
Chief  C.  S.  of  Department,  the  army  cannot  be  sup- 


ported ;  estimates  have  been  forwarded.  Pleaso 
have  money  sent  at  onco."  During  this  time 
stores  were  being  rapidly  collected  at  various 
depots,  but  the  difficulty  of  transportation,  owing 
to'  the  wretched  condition  of  the  S.  R.  R.,  the 
obstacles  that  were  being  continually  thrown  in 
the  way  by  the  railroad  authorities,  and  the  clamor 
made  at  any  attempt  of  mine  to  make  private 
interests  subservient  to  government  necessities, 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  effectually  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  supplies.  Positive  prohibition 
had  been  issued  by  the  War  Department  against 
the  interference  of  commanding  Generals,  or 
other  officers,  with  railroad  transportation.  Im- 
mediately on  the  reception  of  this  prohibition  I 
telegraphed  the  A.  and  I.  General,  Richmond  : 
"  If  I  cannot  control  the  railroads  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  business  of  the  department,  and  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops,  will  fail.  I  beg  that 
Colonel  Wadley  may  be  sent  here  at  once."  Ar- 
rangements had  been  made,  as  already  stated,  as 
fully  as  the  means  at  my  disposal  would  admit, 
to  transfer  supplies  from  Snyder's  Mills  to  Vicks- 
burg, and  the  Chief  of  Subsistence  was  posi- 
tively ordered  to  keep  .constantly  on  hand  a  sup- 
ply of  not  less  than  sixty  days.  Similar  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster  of 
the  department.  Every  possible  effort  was 
made  to  carry  out  my  orders.  If  I  failed  in  the  full 
accomplishment  of  my  wishes,  it  was  from  circum- 
stances utterly  beyond  my  control.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  almost  continuous  movements 
of  troops  and  ordnance  were  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  enemy 
from  about  the  middle  of  December  to  the  date 
of  the  investment  of  Vicksburg.  About  the  fif- 
teenth of  February,  the  enemy  began  his  move- 
ment through  the  Yazoo  Pass.  None  but  our 
smallest  boats  could  be  employed  in  the  upper 
waters.  From  this  date  until  the  enemy  aban- 
doned his  designs  not  only  by  the  Pass  and 
Tallahatchie,  but  also  r>y  the  Sunflower  and 
Deer  Creek,  the  boats  which  were  employed  in 
bringing  down  supplies  from  those  small  streams 
were  frequently  and  necessarily  diverted  to  the 
transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war. 
Early  in  February  the  enemy  also  succeeded  in 
passing  two  of  his  gunboats  by  our  batteries 
at  Vicksburg ;  this  at  once  rendered  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  and  Red  Rivers  dan- 
gerous, and  from  that  time  forth  it  was  only  by 
watching  opportunities,  and  at  great  risk  of 
capture,  that  supplies  could  be  thrown  into  Port 
Hudson  and  Vicksburg ;  nevertheless,  large 
amounts  were  successfully  introduced  into  both 
places,  into  the  latter  via  Black  River ;  Port 
Hudson,  however,  received  much  the  larger 
portion,  being  easier  of  access.  In  addition  to 
efforts  made  by  agents  under  my  own  instruc- 
tions to  supply  Port  Hudson,  the  Chief  of  Sub- 
sistence-of  the  department  was  ordered  on  the 
eighteenth  of  February,  to  furnish  Major-General 
Gardner's  command  with  ample  funds  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  service.  About  the  middle 
of  the  same  month,  believing  it  highly  probable 
that  not  only  the  subsistence  of  my  own  army, 
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but  also  that  of  General  Ruggles  might  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  supplies  of  the  country  inter- 
sected by  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  Railroad,  I 
issued  positive  orders  that  neither  grain  nor 
meat  should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  department 
by  that  road.  The  condition  of  the  Southern 
Railroad  daily  growing  worse  in  consequence 
of  the  heavy  rains  and  its  light  structure,  every 
effort  was  made  on  my  part  to  aid  the  managers 
in  its  speedy  and  effectual  repair.  A  communi- 
cation urging  its  importance  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  was  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  the  State  on  the  twentieth  of  Feb- 
ruary, asking  his  assistance  by  the  impressment 
of  negroes  to  labor  on  it,  the  Vice-President 
having  informed  me  that  planters  would  not 
hire  their  hands.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Feb- 
ruary and  second  of  March  instructions  were 
again  sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell  to 
purchase  all  the  meat  possible  at  the  price  sug- 
gested by  him,  and  notified  also  that  beef  could 
be  crossed  safely,  and  to  send  forward  all  he 
could  control.  March  first,  Brigadier-General 
Ruggles  was  directed  by  telegraph  as  follows : 
"  You  must  give  every  possible  assistance  in 
procuring  within  your  district  all  the  corn, 
beeves,  and  bacon,  and  salted  pork,  that  can  be 
had,  and  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  for 
army  at  Vicksburg.  Purchase  from  planters  at 
the  lowest  prices  you  can,  and  impress  ah1  in 
hands  of  speculators  at  same  rates."  About  the 
same  time  Major-General  Taylor,  commanding 
West  Louisiana  was  respectfully  urged  to  have 
ah1  the  beeves,  bacon,  and  salted  pork,  forward- 
ed, and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  add  that  I 
am  greatly  indebted  to  his  active  exertions,  as 
well  as  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell,  for  large 
supplies  of  corn  and  meat.  On  the  twenty-third 
of  March  the  following  letter  was  received  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadwell : 

"  ALEXANDRIA,  LA.,  17th  March,  1863. 

1  "  GENERAL  :  Four  steamboats  arrived  here  to- 
day from  Shreveport  and  Jefferson,  loaded  chiefly 
with  corn.  One  of  them  had  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  of  bacon ;  three  others — the 
Charm,  Texas,  and  Frolic — are  reported  coming 
down  with  loads ;  five  others — the  Falls  City,  Lou- 
isville, Starlight,  General  Hodges,  and  Ninahnis 
— are  below  here,  with  full  cargoes,  designed 
for  Port  Hudson  ;  but  the  Federal  gunboats  are 
reported  blocking  the  mouth  of  this  river.  Great 
God!  how  unfortunate.  We  must  try  to  get 
cattle  to  Bowman's  Landing,  fifteen  jniles  back 
of  Waterproof,  and,  if  possible,  swim  them  at 
the  latter  point ;  but  the  cattle  here  are  thin, 
and  may  be  unfit  for  beef,  when  they  arrive  on 
the  other  side  ;  in  fact,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
many  of  them  will  ever  get  through  the  swamps 
and  bayous  through  which  they  are  required  to 
pass  on  this  side.  As  the  water  declines,  I  think 
that  cattle,  in  large  quantity,  can  be  crossed  over 
by  swimming ;  but,  at  present,  the  prospect  of 
your  getting  supplies  from  this  side  is  gloomy 
enough.  With  the  hope,  General,  that  the  su- 


pervision of  steamboat  navigation  may  embarrass 
you  less  than  at  present, 

"  Very  respectfully,  &c., 
"  (Signed)  W,  A.  BROADWELL." 

On  the  day  of  its  receipt,  the  above  letter 
was  referred  to  Major  Thomas  Johnston,  Chief 
of  Subsistence,  for  his  information,  and  was  re- 
turned with  the  following  indorsement : 

"  Respectfully  returned.  The  foUowing  boats 
have  arrived  out  of  Red  River,  and  have  dis- 
charged their  cargoes  at  Port  Hudson : 

"  Frolic,  corn,  to  A.  Q.  M.  ; 

"  Louis  d'Or,  corn,  to  A.  Q.  M. ; 

"  Trent,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Drover,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Red  Chief,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Starlight,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  Indian,  corn,  to  A.  C.  S. ; 

"  T.  D.  Hine,  bacon,  hogs,  and  beef,  to  A.  C.  S. 

"  The  steamer  General  Hodges  spoken  of,  dis- 
charged her  cargo  at  Alexandria.  The  Louis- 
ville had  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  corn.  The 
Falls  City  turned  over  all  her  cargo  except  three 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  molasses  to  steamer 
T.  D.  Hine.  Lieutenant  Cammack  left  Alexan- 
dria on  the  eighteenth  inst.,  one  day  later  than 
the  communication  for  Colonel  Broadwell. 

"  (Signed)  THOS.  JOHNSTON, 

"Major  and  Chief  of  Subsistence." 

Evidence  of  a  similar  character,  all  showing 
the  constant  and  earnest  efforts  made  by  myself 
and  officers  to  secure  an  ample  store  of  subsist- 
ence for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  could  be 
adduced  to  an  indefinite  extent ;  but  to  give  the 
whole,  would  swell  this  report  to  a  huge  vol- 
ume. I  content  myself,  therefore,  with  throwing 
a  number  of  letters,  orders,  telegrams.  &c.,  on 
this  subject,  into  an  appendix.  In  the  month  of 
March  I  was  in  receipt  of  a  number  of  letters 
from  respectable  citizens,  containing  suggestions 
that  were  frequently  valuable;  but,  unfortun- 
ately, they  were  such  that  should  have  been 
made  months  before,  and  some  of  them  at  a 
time  when  I  was  not  in  the  department.  But 
these  suggestions,  whether  timely  and  valuable 
in  themselves  or  not,  were  rendered  worthless 
to  me  by  reason  of  the  then  active  military  op- 
erations on  the  Yazoo  River  and  its  tributaries, 
which  were  constantly  diverting  all  my  boats 
from  the  important  duty  of  transporting  supplies 
to  the  indispensable  service  of  transporting 
troops  and  munitions  of  war.  This  was  also  the 
case  in  many  instances  wkere  provisions  were 
offered  me  by  citizens.  I  was  offered  supplies 
of  corn  and  meat,  but  at  a  time  when,  from  the 
proximity  of  the  enemy  and  other  causes,  it  was 
utterly  impracticable  for  me  to  make  them  avail- 
able. In  this  connection,  I  cannot  forbear  say- 
ing that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  where  subsist- 
ence was  offered  me,  the  offer  carried  with  it 
a  demand  for  transportation  which  it  was  en- 
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tirely  out  of  my  power  to  furnish.  To  have 
made  purchases  under  such  circumstances  would 
have  been  simply  ridiculous.  A  cargo  of  bacon 
which  had  been  run  up  Choctaw  Bayou  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April,  to  avoid  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats on  Red  River,  was,  by  the  energetic  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Howell  Hinds,  of  Jefferson  county, 
Miss.,  successfully  transported  across  the  riverv 
to  Port  Gibson.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  get 
this  meat  to  Port  Hudson,  but  the  difficulties  of 
transportation  prevented,  and  before  it  could  be 
removed  by  General  Bowen  to  a  point. of  safety, 
it  became  necessary  to  destroy  much  of  it,  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  connection,  I  again  refer  to  the  fact  that 
when  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  Snyder's  Mills, 
there  was  at  least  thirty  thousand  bushels  of 
corn  at  that  place.  I  mention  this  to  show  that 
there  was  no  deficiency  of  corn  in  the  depart- 
ment, but  that  the  great,  and,  indeed,  insupera- 
ble obstacle,  was  the  want  of  transportation  by 
dirt  road,  and  the  almost  constant  and  daily  in- 
terruption of  railroad  communication  on  the 
Southern  road,  which  was  the  only  means  of 
transportation  of  subsistence  to  Vicksburg.  I 
think  I  have  now  shown  conclusively  that  I 
spared  no  exertion  to  have  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Hudson  abundantly  provisioned,  and  that  when- 
ever the  supply  fell  short  of  the  demand  or  of 
my  expectations,  it  was  caused  by  circumstances 
wholly  beyond  my  control.  In  this  connection 
I  may  add,  that  I  had,  at  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der of  Vicksburg,  about  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  pork  and  bacon,  which  had  been  reserved 
for  the  subsistence  of  my  troops  in  the  event  of 
attempting  to  cut  my  way  out  of  the  city ;  also, 
fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds  of  rice ;  five  thousand  bushels  of  peas  ; 
ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds  of  sugar ;  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  of  soap ;  five  hundred 
and  twenty -seven  pounds  of  tallow  candles ; 
twenty-seven  pounds  of  star  candles,  and  lour 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  pounds  of 
salt. 

Much  unnecessary  clamor  has  been  raised 
about  the  want  of  ammunition  in  Vicksburg.  I 
have  already  shown  that  my  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion was  large,  and  the  principal,  indeed  the 
only,  deficiency  was  in  musket>caps.  The  ap- 
pendix devoted  to  the  subject  of  ordnance  will 
demonstrate  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  that 
deficiency,  whatever  its  extent  may  have  been.  I 
therefore  beg  special  attention  to  my  telegrams 
to  Colonel  Gorgas,  of  the  Ordnance  Department, 
for  ordnance  and  ammunition,  commenced  as 
early  as  November,  within  three  weeks  after  I 
assumed  command  of  the  department,  and  they 
were  continued  persistently  up  to  almost  the 
last  hour  of  uninterrupted  communication  with 
Richmond.  I  believe  that  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance furnished  me  with  everything  in  his 
power.  I  only  desire  that  I  may  not  be  held 
responsible  for  what  the  government  could  not 
furnish. 

I  am  unable,  as  yet,  to  give  full  reports  of  the 


casualties  at  Baker's  Creek,  Big  Black,  and  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  They  will  be  for- 
warded as  soon  as  division  commanders  shall 
have  rendered  them  complete.  The  same  with 
reference  to  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 
Very  many  officers  and  soldiers  have  distin- 
guished themselves  by  particular  acts  of  gal- 
lantry, or  have  rendered  themselves  conspicu- 
ous by  untiring  exertions  and  devotion  to  duty. 
So  many,  indeed,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  my  referring  to  each  in  the  body  of  this 
report ;  attention  is  therefore  respectfully  in- 
vited to  the  appendix,  and  to  the  reports  of 
division,  brigade,  and  other  commanders. 

I  cannot  close,  however,  without  expressing 
my  especial  thanks  to  Major-Generals  C.  S. 
Stevenson,  J.  H.  Forney,  and  M.  L.  Smith,  and  to 
Brigadier-Generals  Barton,  Cummings,  Lee,  and 
Colonel  A.  W.  Reynolds,  of  General  Stevenson's 
division.  To  Major-General  Forney's  brigade 
commanders,  Brigadier-Generals  Hebert  and 
Moore  ;  to  Major-General  M.  L.  Smith's  brigade 
commanders,  Brigadier-Generals  Shoupe,  Bald- 
win, and  Vaughn  ;  to  Colonels  Gates,  Dockery, 
and  Cockrell,  of  Bowen's  division,  and  to  Col- 
onel Higgins,  commanding  the  river  batteries, 
and  to  Colonel  Waul,  commanding  Texas  Legion. 
If  the  most  unremitting  attention  to  the  ardu- 
ous duties  of  their  position,  entitle  officers  to 
commendation  and  respect,  they  have  each  and 
all  won  it  during  the  protracted  and  trying 
siege.  To  Major-General  C.  S.  Stevenson  I  am 
particularly  indebted  for  much  and  valuable  aid 
in  many  ways  during  the  siege  ;  to  his  imme- 
diate supervision  was  principally  intrusted  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops. 

To  the  officers  of  my  staff  I  return  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  cheerful  and  zealous  manner  in 
which  they  have  discharged  all  their  duties. 
Colonel  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  who  accompanied 
me  on  the  field  at  Baker's  Creek,  and  who,  dur- 
ing the  siege,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Inspec- 
tor-General and  Commandant  of  the  Post,  in 
both  capacities  rendered  most  valuable  service. 
Major  Jacob  Thomson,  Inspector-General  of  the 
department,  also  accompanied  me  on  the  field 
on  that  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  whether  in  the 
office  or  in  the  active  performance  of  the  duties 
of  his  department,  has  ever  shown  himself  zealous 
and  competent.  Major  Thompson,  immediately 
after  the  retreat  into  Vicksburg,  was,  in  com- 
pany with  Major  Sprague,  dispatched  to  com- 
municate in  person  with  General  Johnston. 
Major  R.  W.  Memminger,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Chief  of 
Staff,  and  Major  W.  H.  McArdle,  A.  A.  G.,  have 
for  many  months  been  in  the  constant  perform- 
ance of  their  arduous  and  responsible  duties 
pertaining  to  the  Adjutant-General's  department 
It  is  little  to  say,  that  on  these  officers,  assisted 
by  Second  Lieutenant  P.  M.  Stafford,  C.  S.  A., 
and  A.  A.  A.  G.,-  has  devolved  a  labor  and  an 
amount  of  business  scarcely  equalled  in  any  other 
military  department  of  the  Confederacy  ;  day 
and  night  they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the 
public  service,  and  I  specially  commend  them 
and  Major  J.  Thompson  to  the  favorable  consid- 
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eration  of  the  government.  No  officer  in  the 
department  has  been  more  constantly  and  ac- 
tively engaged  than  Major  Samuel  Lockett, 
Chief  Engineer,  for  his  professional  skill  and 
excellent  judgment,  wherever  occasion  required 
it,  from  Grenada  to  Port  Hudson  ;  during  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  none  exposed  themselves 
more  fearlessly  to  clanger  than  he  and  his  gal- 
lant assistants,  Captains  Powhattan  Robinson, 
James  Cooper,  J.  J.  Conway,  D.  Winter,  and 
James  Hagan,  and  Lieutenants  E.  W.  McMahon, 
W.  0.  Flynn,  Geo.  Donnelan,  W.  A.  Gloster, 
Southard,  Blessing,  and  Mr.  Ginder.  It  gives 
me  pleasure  to  name  them,  and  to  ask  a  recog- 
nition of  their  merits.  I  consider  myself  to 
have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  selection 
of  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Department  of 
Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana.  Major  L.  Minis 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  immediately 
on  my  assuming  command,  and  has  proved  him- 
self eminently  qualified  for  the  position ;  his 
energy  and  capacity  I  have  rarely  seen  equalled. 
I  believe  that  no  man  could  have  done  more 
with  the  means  at  his  disposal.  Major  Minis 
was  greatly  aided  by  that  most  excellent  and 
efficient  officer,  Major  Geo.  Whit-field,  Quarter- 
master, in  charge  of  the  transportation  depart- 
ment. Major  Johnston,  Chief  of  Subsistence, 
has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  provide  for 
so  large  a  command  ;  he  had  great  difficulties  to 
contend  with,  and  generally  has  met  them  suc- 
cessfully. I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  my 
Chief  Paymaster,  Major  A.  B.  Cooke,  for  the 
ability  and  energy  he  has  displayed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  business  of  his  office.  To  Major 
G.  L.  Gillespie,  Chief  Commissary  of  General 
Stevenson's  division,  and  acting  Chief  Commis- 
sary of  the  army  during  the  siege,  I  owe  my 
thanks  ;  much  is  due  to  his  energy  and  good 
judgment.  Also  to  Major  Orme,  General  Stev- 
enson's Chief  Quartermaster.  Surgeon  Bryan, 
Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of  Vicksburg,  ac- 
companied me  on  the  field,  and  performed  all  his 
duties  there  and  during  the  siege  to  my  entire 
satisfaction.  Captain  Bryce,  Ordnance  Store- 
keeper, displayed  great  ability  and  devotion 
to  duty  during  the  siege.  He  was  everywhere 
he  should  have  been,  and  was  emphatically  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  Colonel  C.  A.  Ful- 
ler, Inspector  of  Heavy  Artillery,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J.  S.  Saunders,  P.  A.,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery of  the  department,  performed  their  respec- 
tive duties  satisfactorily,  and  Colonel  Saunders 
accompanied  me  on  the  field,  where  he  rendered 
me  valuable  service.  Colonel  W.  T.  Withers, 
Chief  of  Field  Artillery  with  the  army,  was  ac- 
tive and  attentive  to  his  duties,  and  prompt  in 
the  execution  of  orders.  In  addition  to  his 
duties  as  Chief  of  Artillery,  Colonel  Withers 
continued  in  command  of  his  regiment ;  he  also 
accompanied  me  on  the  field.  Captain  C.  McRae 
Selph,  A.  A.  G.,  on  duty  with  Colonel  T.  H.  Tay- 
lor, was  of  great  assistance  to  that  excellent 
officer,  more  particularly  during  the  siege  ;  he 
also  accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  con- 
stantly engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders. 


To  my  personal  staft  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Morrison, 
A.  D.  C. ;  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Taylor,  A.  D.  C.,  and 
Lieutenant  H.  C.  Tupper,  Twenty-fourth  regi- 
ment Mississippi  volunteers,  A.  D.  C.,  I  am 
greatly  indebted,  not  only  for  service  in  the 
field,  but  for  much  laborious  duty  in  the  office, 
and  I  commend  them  to  the  favorable  consider- 
ation of  the  government.  Captain  L.  M.  Mont- 
gomery, being  unable  to  reach  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  to  which  he  had  been  assign- 
ed, tendered  his  services  as  volunteer  A.  D.  C. 
1  found  him  an  energetic  and  gallant  officer,  and 
a  most  valuable  assistant.  To  him,  and  Major 
Sturges  Sprague,  volunteer  A.  D.  C.,  who  also 
accompanied  me  on  the  field,  and  was  constant- 
ly engaged  in  the  transmission  of  orders,  I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks.  Also  to  Captain  James 
Cooper,  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  who  served  me 
as  volunteer  A.  D.  C.  on  the  occasion  of  the 
battle  of  Baker's  Creek.  Captain  Barclay  and 
Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  of  Bowen's  division,  with 
fifty  brave  fellows  of  that  command,  are  entitled 
to  special  mention  for  their  gallant  conduct  on 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth  of  May,  in  burning 
the  sunken  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  they  ac- 
complished as  far  as  practicable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  PEMBEKTON, 

Lieutenant-General. 

GENERAL  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON'S  REPORT. 

MERIDIAN,  MISSISSIPPI,  ) 

November  1,  1863.  j 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral : 

SIR  :  The  following  report  of  my  operations 
in  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, is  respectfully  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
the  imperfect  one  forwarded  by  me  from  Jack- 
son on  May  twenty-seventh,  1863 : 

While  on  my  way  to  Mississippi,  where  I 
thought  my  presence  had  become  necessary,  I 
received,  in  Mobile,  on  March  twelfth,  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  March  ninth  :  "  Order  General  Bragg  to 
report  to  the  War  Department  for  conference. 
Assume  yourself  direct  charge  of  the  Army  of 
Middle  Tennessee."  In  obedience  to  this  order 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  Tullahoma.  On  my  arri- 
val I  informed  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  tele- 
gram, of  March  nineteenth,  that  General  Bragg 
could  not  then  be  sent  to  Richmond,  as  he  had 
ordered,  on  account  of  the  critical  condition  of 
his  family. 

On  the  tenth  of  April  I  repeated  this  to  the 
President,  and  added,  '•  being  unwell  then,  I  af- 
terwards became  sick,  and  am  not  now  able  to 
serve  in  the  field.  General  Bragg  is,  therefore, 
necessary  here."  On  the  twenty-eighth  my  un- 
fitness  for  service  in  the  field  was  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  I  received,  at  Tullahoma, 
the  following  dispatch,  of  the  same  date,  from 
the  Secretary  of  War :  "  Proceed  at  once  to 
Mississippi  and  take  chief  command  of  the 


588 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


forces  there — giving  to  those  in  the  field,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  encouragement  and  benefit 
of  your  personal  direction." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  neither  my  orders  nor  my 
health  permitted  me  to  visit  the  Mississippi 
after  the  twelfth  of  March  until  the  time  when 
I  took  direct  charge  of  that  department 

From  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Tullahoma  un- 
til the  fourteenth  of  April,  General  Pemberton's 
reports,  all  by  telegraph,  indicated  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  would  be  against  General 
Bragg  rather  than  himself,  and  looked  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  attempt  on  Vicksburg.  In 
that  of  April  thirteenth,  he  says :  "  I  am  satis- 
fied Rosecrans  will  be  reinforced  from  Grant's 
army.  Shall  I  order  troops  to  Tullahoma  ?" 

On  the  seventeenth  of  April  General  Pem- 
berton  telegraphed  the  return  of  Grant  and  the 
resumption  of  the  operations  against  Vicks- 
burg. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  he  telegraphed : 
"  The  enemy  is  at  Hard  Times,  in  large  force, 
with  barges  and  transports,  indicating  a  purpose 
to  attack  Grand  Gulf  with  a  view  to  Vicksburg." 
He  also  reported  "  heavy  firing  at  Grand  Gulf. 
The  enemy  is  shelling  our  batteries,  both  above 
and  below." 

On  the  first  of  May  he  telegraphed  :  "  A  fu- 
rious battle  has  been  going  on  since  daylight, 
just  below  Port  Hudson.  *  *  *  The  enemy 
can  cross  all  his  army  from  Hard  Times  to 
Bruinsburg.  I  should  have  large  reinforce- 
ments. The  enemy's  movements  threaten  Jack- 
son, and,  if  successful,  will  cut  off  Vicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson."  I  at  once  urged  him  to  con- 
centrate, and  to  attack  Grant  immediately  on 
his  landing  ;  on  the  next  day  I  sent  the  following 
dispatch  to  him :  "  If  Grant  crosses  unite  all 
your  troops  to  beat  him ;  success  will  give  back 
what  was  abandoned  to  win  it," 

I  telegraphed  to  you  on  the  first :  "  General 
Pernberton  calls  for  large  reinforcements.  They 
cannot  be  sent  from  here  without  giving  up 
Tennessee.  Can  one  or  two  brigades  be  sent 
from  the  east  ?" 

On  the  seventh  I  again  asked  for  reinforce- 
ments for  Mississippi. 

I  received  no  further  report  of  the  battle  of 
Port  Gibson,  and  on  the  fifth  I  asked  General 
Pemberton  :  u  What  is  the  result,  and  where  is 
Grant's  army  ?"  I  received  no  answer  and 
gained  no  additional  information  in  relation  to 
either  subject  until  I  reached  the  Department  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  obedience  to  my  orders  of 
May  ninth. 

There,  on  May  thirteenth,  I  received  a  dis- 
patch from  General  Pemberton,  dated  Vicks- 
burg, May  twelfth,  asking  for  reinforcements,  as 
the  enemy,  in  large  force,  was  moving  from  the 
Mississippi,  south  of  the  Big  Black,  apparently 
toward  Edwards'  Depot,  "which  will  be  .the 
battle  field  if  I  can  forward  sufficient  force, 
leaving  troops  enough  to  secure  the  safety  of 
this  place." 

Before  my  arrival  at  Jackson,  Grant  had  beat- 
en General  Bowen  at  Port  Gibson ;  made  good 


the  landing  of  his  army — occupied  Grand  Gulf, 
and  was  *narching  upon  the  Jackson  and  Vicks- 
burg Railroad. 

On  reaching  Jackson,  on  the  night  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  May,  I  found  there  the  brigades  of 
Gregg  and  Walker,  reported  at  six  hundred.  I 
learned  from  General  Gregg  that  Maxcey's  bri- 
gade was  expected  to  arrive  from  Port  Hudson 
the  next  day ;  that  General  Pemberton's  forces, 
except  the  garrison  of  Port  Hudson,  (five  thou- 
sand) and  of  Vicksburg,  was  at  Edwards'  De- 
poi>— the  general  headquarters  at  Bovina ;  that 
four  divisions  of  the  enemy,  under  Sherman, 
occupied  Clinton,  ten  miles  west  of  Jackson,  be- 
tween Edwards'  Depot  and  ourselves.  I  was 
aware  that  reinforcements  were  on  their  way 
from  the  east,  and  that  the  advance  of  these, 
under  General  Gist,  would  probably  arrive  the 
next  day,  and  with  Maxcey's  brigade,  swell  my 
force  to  about  eleven  thousand. 

Upon  this  information  I  sent  to  General  Pem- 
berton, on  the  same  night,  the  thirteenth,  a  dis- 
patch informing  him  of  my  arrival,  and  of  the 
occupation  of  Clinton  by  a  portion  of  Grant's 
army ;  urging  the  importance  of  re-establishing 
communications,  and  ordering  him  to  come  up, 
if  practicable,  on  Sherman's  rear  at  once  ;  and 
adding,  "  to  beat  such  a  detachment  would  be  of 
immense  value—the  troops  here  could  co-oper- 
ate. -  All  the  strength  you  can  quickly  assemble 
should  be  brought — time  is  all  important." 

On  Thursday,  May  fourteenth,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, by  the  Raymond  and  Clinton  roads, 
upon  Jackson.  The  resistance  made  by  the  bri- 
gades of  Gregg  and  Walker  gave  sufficient  time 
for  the  removal  of  the  public  stores,  and  at  two 
p.  M.,  we  retreated  by  the  Canton  road,  from 
which  alone  we  could  form  a  junction  with 
General  Pemberton.  After  marching  six  miles 
the  troops  encamped. 

From  this  point  I  sent  to  General  Pemberton 
the  dispatch  of  May  fourteenth,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy : 

"  GENERAL  :  The  body  of  troops  mentioned  in 
my  note  of  last  night,  compelled  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Gregg  and  his  command  to  evacuate  Jack- 
son about  noon  to-day.  The  necessity  of  taking 
the  Canton  road,  at  right  angles  to  that  upon 
which  the  enemy  approached,  prevented  an  ob- 
stinate defence.  A  body  of  troops,  reported 
this  morning  to  have  reached  Raymond  last 
night,  advanced  at  the  same  time  from  that  di- 
rection. Prisoners  say  that  it  was  McPherson's 
corps  (four  divisions),  which  marched  from 
Clinton.  I  have  no  certain  information  of  the 
other.  Both  skirmished  very  cautiously.  Tele- 
grams were  dispatched  when  the  enemy  was 
near,  directing  General  Gist  to  assemble  the  ap- 
proaching troops  at  a  point  forty  or  fifty  miles 
from  Jackson,  and  General  Maxcey  to  return  to 
his  wagons,  and  provide  for  the  security  of  his 
brigade — for  instance,  by  joining  General  Gist. 
That  body  of  troops  will  be  able,  I  hope,  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  in  Jackson  from  drawing  pro- 
visions from  the  east,  and  this  one  may  be  able 
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to  keep  him  from  the  country  towards  Panola. 
Can  he  supply  himself  from  the  Mississippi? 
Can  you  not  cut  him  off  from  it ;  and,  above  all, 
should  he  be  compelled  to  fell  back  for  want  of 
supplies,  beat  him  ?  As  soon  as  the  reinforce- 
ments are  ah1  up,  they  must  be  united  to  the  rest 
of  the  army.  I  am  anxious  to  see  a  force  assem- 
bled that  may  be  able  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow 
upon  the  enemy. 

"  Would  it  not  be  better  to  place  the  forces  to 
support  Yicksburg  between  General  Loring  and 
that  place,  and  merely  observe  the  ferries,  so 
that  you  might  unite  if  opportunity  to  fight  pre- 
sented itself? 

"General  Gregg  will  move  towards  Canton 
to-morrow. 

"  If  prisoners  tell  the  truth,  the  forces  at  Jack- 
son must  be  half  of  Grant's  army.  It  would  de- 
cide the  campaign  to  beat  it,  which  can  be  done 
only  by  concentrating,  especially  when  the  re- 
mainer  of  the  Eastern  troops  arrive  ;  they  are 
to  be  twelve  or  thirteen  thousand." 

This  dispatch  was  not  answered.  General 
Pemberton  states  in  his  official  report  that  it 
was  received  at  six  p.  M.,  on  the  sixteenth,  whilst 
on  the  retreat  (from  the  battle  field  of  Baker's 
Creek). 

On  the  next  day,  May  fifteenth  (Friday),  the 
troops  under  me  marched  ten  and  a  half  miles 
further,  to  Calhoun  Station.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Pem- 
berton, dated  Edwards'"  Depot,  May  fourteenth 
(Thursday) — 5.40  P. M.  :  "I  shall  move,  as  early 
to-morrow  morning  as  practicable,  a  column  of 
seventeen  thousand  to  Dillon's.  The  object  is  to 
cut  off  enemy's  communications  and  force  him 
to  attack  me,  as  I  do  not  consider  my  force  suffi- 
cient to  justify  an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  po- 
sition, or  to  attempt  to  cut  my  way  to  Jackson." 

This  was  the  first  communication  received 
from  General  Pemberton  after  my  arrival  at 
Jackson,  and  from  it  I  learned  that  he  had  not 
moved  towards  Clinton,  ten  hours  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  my  orders  to  do  so,  and  that  the  junc- 
tion of  the  forces,  which  could  have  been 
effected  by  the  fifteenth,  was  defeated,  and  that, 
in  disobedience  of  my  orders,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  council  of 
war,  composed  of  all  his  Generals  present — 
before  whom  he  placed  the  subject — he  had  de- 
cided to  make  a  movement  by  which  the  union 
would  be  impossible.  General  Pemberton  was 
immediately  instructed  that  there  was  but  one 
mode  by  which  we  could  unite,  viz.,  by  his 
moving  directly  to  Clinton. 

The  Brigadier-Generals  representing  that  their 
troops  required  rest  after  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  in  the  skirmishes  and  march  preced- 
ing the  retreat  from  Jackson,  and  having  yet  no 
certain  intelligence  of  General  Pemberton's 
route  or  of  General  Gist's  position,  I  did  not 
move  on  Saturday.  In  the  evening  I  received 
a  reply  to  my  last  dispatch,  dated  four  miles 
south  of  Edwards'  Depot,  May  sixteenth,  stating 
it  had  reached  him  at  6.30  that  morning  ;  that 


"  it  found  the  army  on  the  middle  road  to  Eay- 
mond.  The'  order  of  countermarch  has  been 
issued.  Owing  to  the  destruction  of  a  bridge 
on  Baker's  Creek,  which  runs  for  some  distance 
parallel  with  the  railroad  and  south  of  it,  our 
march  will  be  on  the  road  leading  from  Edwards' 
Depot  in  the  direction  of  Brownsville.  This 
road  runs  nearly  parallel  with  railroad.  In  going 
to  Clinton,  we  shall  leave  Bolton's  Depot  four 
miles  to  the  right.  I  am  thus  particular,  so  that 
you  may  be  able  to  make  a  junction  with  this 
army."  In  a  postscript  he  reported,  "heavy 
skirmishing  is  going  on  in  my  front." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  s9me  day  I  received 
General  Pemberton's  first  reply  to  the  order  sent 
him  from  Jackson  to  attack  Sherman,  dated 
Bovina,  May  fourteenth,  9.10  A.  M.,  as  follows : 
"  I  move  at  once,  with  my  whole  available  force, 
from  Edwards'  Depot.  In  directing  this  move, 
I  do  not  think  you  fully  comprehend  the  condi- 
tion Vicksburg  will  be  left  in,  but  I  comply  at 
once  with  your  order." 

On  May  seventeenth  (Sunday),  I  marched  fif- 
teen miles  in  the  direction  indicated  in  General 
Pemberton's  note,  received  the  previous  even- 
ing. In  the  afternoon  a  letter  was  brought  from 
him,  dated  Bovina,  May  seventeenth,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment In  this,  referring  to  my  dispatch  of  May 
thirteenth,  from  Jackson,  General  Pemberton 
wrote :  "  I  notified  you  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourteenth  of  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  to 
move  and  attack  the  enemy  towards  Clinton.  I 
deemed  the  movement  very  hazardous,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  in  position  behind  the  Big 
Black,  and  near  to  Vicksburg.  I  called  a  council 
of  war,  composed  of  all  the  General  officers. 
*  *  *  *  A  majority  of  the  officers 
expressed  themselves  favorable  to  the  movement 
indicated  by  you.  The  others,  including  Major- 
Generals  Loring  and  Stevenson,  preferred  a 
movement  by  which  this  army  might  endeavor 
to  cut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  from  the  Missis- 
sippi. My  own  views  were  expressed  as  un- 
favorable to  any  movement  which  would  remove 
me  from  my  base,  which  was,  and  is,  Yicksburg. 
I  did  not,  however,  see  fit  to  place  my  own  judg- 
ment and  opinion  so  far  in  opposition  as  to  pre- 
vent the  movement  altogether ;  but,  believing 
the  only  possibility  of  success  to  be  in  the  plan 
proposed,  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  supplies,  I 
directed  all  my  disposable  force — say  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred — towards  Raymond  or 
Dillon's."  It  also  contained  intelligence  of  his 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  sixteenth, 
near  Baker's  Creek,  three  or  four  miles  from 
Edwards'  Depot,  and  of  his  having  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw,  with  heavy  loss,  to  Big 
Black  Bridge.  He  further  expressed  apprehen- 
sion that  he  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back 
from  this  point,  and  represented  that,  if  so,  his 
position  at  Snyder's  Mills  would  be  untenable, 
and  said :  "  I  have  about  sixty  (60)  days'  pro- 
visions at  Vicksburg  and  Snyder's.  I  respect- 
fully await  your  instructions."  I  immediately 
replied,  May  seventeenth :  "  If  Haynes'  Bluff  be 
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untenable,  Yicksburg  is  of  no  value,  and  cannot 
be  held.  If,  therefore,  you  are  invested  in  Vicks- 
burg,  you  must  ultimately  surrender.  Under 
each  circumstances,  instead  of  losing  both  troops 
and  place,  you  must,  if  possible,  save  the  troops. 
If  it  is  not  too  late,  evacuate  Vicksburg  and  its 
dependencies,  and  march  to  the  north-east"  That 
night  I  was  informed  that  General  Pemberton 
had  fallen  back  to  Vicksburg. 

On  Monday,  May  eighteenth,  General  Pember- 
ton informed  me  by  letter,  dated  Vicksburg, 
May  seventeenth,  that  he  had  retired  within  the 
line  of  intrenchments  around  Vicksburg,  having 
been  attacked  and  forced  back  from  Big  Black 
Bridge,  and  that  he  had  ordered  Haynes'  Bluff 
to  be  abandoned.  His  letter  concluded  with  the 
following  remark :  "  I  greatly  regret  that  I  felt 
compelled  to  make  the  advance  beyond  Big 
Black,  which  has  proved  so  disastrous  in  its 
results."  It  will  be  remembered  that  General 
Pemberton  expected  that  Edwards'  Depot 
would  be  the  battle  field  before  I  reached  Jack- 
son. See  his  dispatch  of  the  twelfth,  already 
quoted,  and  that  his  army,  before  he  received 
any  orders  from  me,  was  seven  or  eight  miles 
east-of  the  Big  Black,  near  Edwards'  Depot. 

On  Tuesday,  May  nineteenth,  General  Pember- 
ton's  reply,  dated  Vicksburg,  May  eighteenth, 
to  my  communication  of  the  seventeenth,  was 
brought  me  near  Vernon,  where  I  had  gone 
with  the  troops  under  my  command  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  junction  with  him,  in  the 
event  of  his  evacuating  Vicksburg,  as  I  had 
ordered,  in  which  he  advised  me  that  he  had 
"assembled  a  council  of  war  of  the  General 
officers  of  this  command,  and  having  laid  your 
instructions  before  them,  asked  the  free  expres- 
sion of  their  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of 
carrying  them  out;  the  opinion  was  unani- 
mously expressed,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
withdraw  the  army  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material,  as  to  be  of  further  use  to 
the  Confederacy.  On  receiving  this  information, 
I  replied :  "  I  am  trying  to  gather  a  force  which 
may  attempt  to  relieve  you.  Hold  out."  The 
same  clay  I  sent  orders  to  General  Gardner  to 
evacuate  Port  Hudson. 

-  I  then  determined,  by  easy  marches,  to  re- 
establish my  line  between  Jackson  and  Canton, 
as  the  junction  of  the  two  commands  had  be- 
come impossible. 

On  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  May,  I  was 
joined  by  the  brigades  of  Generals  Gist,  Ector,  and 
McNair  ;  the  Division  of  General  Loring,  cut  off 
from  General  Pemberton  in  the  battle  of  Baker's 
Creek,  reached  Jackson  on  the  twentieth,  and 
General  Maxcey  with  his  brigade,  on  the  twenty- 
third.  By  the  fourth  of  June  the  army  had  in 
addition  to  these  been  reinforced  by  the  brigade 
of  General  Evans,  the  division  of  General  Breek- 
inridge,  and  the  division  of  cavalry,  numbering 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Jackson. 

Small  as  was  this  force — about  twenty-four 
thousand  infantry  and  artillery,  not  one-third  of 
that  of  the  eneinv — it  was  deficient  in  artillery, 


in  ammunition  for  all  arms,  and  in  field  trans- 
portation, and  could  not  be  moved  upon  that  of 
the  enemy,  already  intrenching  his  large  force, 
with  any  hope  of  success. 

The  draft  upon  the  country  had  so  far  re- 
duced the  number  of  horses  and  mules  that  it 
was  not  until  late  in  June  that  draught  animals 
could  be  procured  from  distant  points,  for  the 
artillery  and  teams. 

There  was  no  want  of  commissary  supplies  in 
the  department,  but  limited  transportation 
caused  a  deficiency  for  a  moving  army. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  May,  I  received  a  dis- 
patch from  Major  General  Gardner,  dated  Port 
Hudson,  May  twenty-first,  informing  me  that 
the  enemy  was  about  to  cross  at  Bayou  Sara, 
that  the  whole  force  from  Baton  Rouge  was  in 
his  front,  and  asking  to  be  reinforced.  On  this 
my  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  Port  Hudson 
were  repeated,  and  he  was  informed  "  you  can- 
not be  reinforced  ;  do  not  allow  yourself  to  be 
invested ;  at  every  risk  save  the  troops,  and  if 
practicable  move  in  this  direction."  This  dis- 
patch did  not  reach  General  Gardner,  Port 
Hudson  being  then  invested. 

About  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  the  enemy 
made  such  demonstrations  above  the  Big  Black 
and  towards  Yazoo  City ,  that  I  sent  Walker's 
division  to  Yazoo  City  with  orders  to  fortify 
it,  and  the  demonstrations  being  renewed, 
placed  Loring's  division  within  (supporting 
distance  of  Walker's,  and  in  person  took  post  at 
Clinton. 

Dispatches  arrived  from  General  Pemberton, 
dated  Vicksburg,  May  twentieth  and  twenty- 
first.  In  that  of  the  twentieth  he  stated  that 
the  enemy  had  assaulted  his  intrenched  lines 
the  day  before,  and  was  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.  He  estimated  their  force  at  not  less  than 
sixty  thousand,  and  asked  that  musket-caps  be 
sent,  they  being  his  main  necessity.  He  con- 
cluded: "an  army  will  be  necessary  to  save 
Vicksburg,  and  that  quickly ;  will  it  be  sent  ?"  On 
the  twenty-first  he  wrote :  "  The  men  credit,  and 
are  encouraged  by,  a  report  that  you  are  near 
with  a  large  force.  They  are  fighting  in  good 
spirits  and  their  organization  is  complete." 

Caps  were  sent  as  fast  as  they  arrived.  On 
May  twenty-ninth  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  General 
Pemberton,  to  the  following  effect :  "  I  am  too 
weak  to  save  Vicksburg,  can  do  no  more  than 
attempt  to  save  you  and  your  garrison.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  extricate  you  unless  you  co- 
operate and  we  make  mutually  supporting 
movements.  Communicate  your  plans  and  sug- 
gestions if  possible."  The  receipt  of  this  was 
acknowledged  in  a  communication  dated  Vicks- 
burg, June  third,  in  which  General  Pemberton 
says :  "  We  can  get  no  information  from  outside 
as  to  your  position  or  strength,  and  very  little 
in  regard  to  the  enemy." 

In  a  dispatch,  dated  June  tenth,  from  General 
Gardner — the  first  received  since  his  invest- 
ment— he  reported  having  repulsed  the  enemy 
in  several  severe  attacks,  but  that  he  was  get- 
ting short  of  provisions  and  ammunition.  To 
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which  I  replied,  June  fifteenth,  informing  him 
that  I  had  not  the  means  of  relieving  him,  add- 
ing :  "  General  Taylor  will  do  what  he  can  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Hold  the  place 
as  long  as  you  can,  and,  if  possible,  withdraw 
in  any  direction,  or  cu|  your  way-  out.  It  is 
very  important  to  keep  Banks  and  his  forces 
occupied."  In  a  dispatch,  dated  June  twentieth, 
I  sent  him  word  that  General  Taylor  had  in- 
tended to  attack  the  enemy  opposite  Port  Hud- 
son on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  and  attempt  to 
send  cattle  across  the  river. 

The  want  of  field  transportation  rendered 
any  movement  for  the  relief  of  Port  Hudson 
impossible,  had  a  march  in  that  direction  been 
admissible  ;  but  such  a  march  would  have  en- 
abled Grant  (who  had  now  completed  his.  strong 
lines  around  Vicksburg)  to  have  cut  my  line  of 
communication  and  destroyed  my  army ;  and 
from  the  moment  that  I  put  my  troops  in  march 
in  that  direction,  the  whole'of  Middle  and  North 
Mississippi  would  have  been  open  to  the  enemy. 

On  June  seventh,  I  repeated  the  substance  of 
my  dispatch  of  May  twenty-ninth  to  General 
Pemberton. 

On  the  fourth  of  June,  I  had  told  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  his  call  for  my  plans, 
that  my  only  plan  was  to  relieve  Vicksburg,  and 
my  force  was  far  too  small  for  the  purpose. 

On  June  the  tenth,  I  told  him  I  had  not  at  my 
disposal  half  the  troops  necessary. 

On  the  twelfth,  I  said  to  him,  "  to  take  from 
Bragg  a  force  which  would  make  this  army  fit 
to  oppose  Grant  would  involve  yielding  Tennes- 
see. It  is  for  the  government  to  decide  be- 
tween this  State  and  Tennessee." 

On  the  fourteenth,  I  sent  General  Pemberton 
the  following  :  "  All  that  we  can  attempt  to  do 
is  to  save  you  and  your  garrison.  To  do  this, 
exact  co-operation  is  indispensable.  By  fight- 
ing  the  enemy  simultaneously  at  the  same  point 
of  his  line  you  may  be  extricated.  Our  joint 
forces  cannot  raise  the  siege  of  Yicksburg.  My 
communication  with  tho  rear  can  best  be  pre- 
served by  operating  north  of  railroad.  Inform 
me,  as  soon  as  possible,  what  point  will  suit  you 
best.  Your  dispatches  of  the  twelfth  received. 
General  Taylor,  with  eight  thousand  men,  will 
endeavor  to  open  communications  with  you 
from  Richmond."  To  this  communication,  Gen- 
eral Pemberton  replied,  June  twenty-first,  re- 
commending me  to  move  north  of  the  railroad 
towards  Vicksburg,  to  keep  the  enemy  at- 
tracted to  that  side,  and  stating  that  he  would 
himself  move  at  the  proper  time  by  the  War- 
renton  road,  crossing  the  Big  Black  at  Hankin- 
son's  Ferry ;  that  "  the  other  roads  are  too 
strongly  intrenched  and  the  enemy  in  too  heavy 
force  for  a,  reasonable  prospect  of  success,"  un- 
less I  could  compel  him  to  abandon  his  commu- 
niqations  by  Snyder's. 

On  the  fifteenth,  I  expressed  to  the  depart- 
ment the  opinion,  that  without  some  great  blun- 
der of  the  enemy,  we  could  not  hold  both  (Mis- 
sissipi  and  Tennessee),  and  that  I  considered 
saving  Vicksburg 


On  the  eighteenth,  I  said  :  "  Grant's  position, 
naturally  very  strong,  is  intrenched  and  pro- 
tected by  powerful  artillery,  and  the  roads  ob- 
structed. His  reinforcements  have  been,  at 
least,  equal  to  my  whole  force.  The  Big  Black 
covers  him  from  attack,  and  would  cut  off  our 
retreat  if  defeated." 

On  June  twenty-second,  in  reply  to  a  dispatch 
from  General  Pemberton,  of  the  fifteenth,  in 
which  he  said,  that  though  living  on  greatly 
reduced  rations,  he  had  sufficient  for  twenty 
days,  I  informed  him  that  General  Taylor  had 
been  sent  by  General  E.  K.  Smith  to  co-operate 
with  him  from  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  that  in  a  day  or  two  I  would  try  and 
make  a  diversion  in  his  favor,  and,  if  possible, 
open  communications  ;  adding,  "  though  I  fear 
my  force  is  too  small  to  effect  the  latter,  I  have 
only  two-thirds  of  the  force  you  told  messenger 
Saunders  to  state  to  me  as  the  least  with  which 
I  ought  to  make  an  attempt.  Scouts  report 
the  enemy  fortifying  towards  us,  and  the  roads 
blocked." 

A  day  or  two  after  this  a  dispatch  was 
brought  me  from  General  Pemberton,  dated 
June  twenty-second,  suggesting  that  I  should 
make  to  General  Grant  "  propositions  to  pass 
this  army  out  with  all  its  arms  and  equipages," 
renewing  his  hope  of  my  being  able,  by  force 
of  arms,  to  act  with  him,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  he  could  hold  out  for  fifteen  days 
longer.  To  this  dispatch  I  replied,  June  twenty- 
seventh,  informing  him  that  General  E.  K. 
Smith's  troops  had  fallen  back  to  Delhi,  and 
that  I  had  urged  him  to  assume  the  direct  com- 
mand ;  and  'continued,  "  the  determined  spirit 
you  manifest,  and  his  expected  co-operation,  en- 
courage me  to  hope  that  something  may  yet  be 
done  to  save  Vicksburg,  and  to  postpone  both 
of  the  modes  suggested  of  merely  extricating 
the  garrison.  Negotiations  with  Grant  for  the 
relief  of  the  garrison,  should  they  become  neces- 
sary, must  be  made  by  you.  It  would  be  a  con- 
fession of  weakness  on  my  part,  which  I  ought 
not  to  make,  to  propose  them  ;  when  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  terms,  they  may  be  consid- 
ered as  made  under  my  authority." 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  field  transporta- 
tion and  other  supplies  having  been  obtained, 
the  army  marched  towards  the  Big  Black,  and 
on  the  evening  of  July  first  encamped  between 
Brownsville  and  the  river. 

Reconnoissances,  which  occupied  the  second 
and  third,  convinced  me  that  attack  north  of  the 
railroad  was  impracticable.  I  determined,  there- 
fore, to  make  the  examinations  necessary  for 
the  attempt  south  of  the  railroad,  thinking,  from 
what  was  already  known,  that  the  chance  of 
success  was  much  better  there,  although  the 
consequences  of  defeat  might  be  more  dis- 
astrous. 

On  the  night  of  the  third,  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  General  Pemberton  with  information  that 
an  attempt  to  create  a  diversion  would  be  made, 
to  enable  him  to  cut  his  way  out,  and  that  I 
hoped  to  attack  the  enemy  about  tho  yeventk 
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On  the  fifth,  however,  we  learned  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg,  and,  therefore,  fell  back  to  Jackson. 

The  army  reached  Jackson  the  evening  of  the 
seventh,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  the 
enemy  appeared  in  heavy  force  in  front  of  the 
works  thrown  up  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 
These,  consisting  of  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  prepared 
at  intervals  for  artiUery,  extended  from  a  point 
north  of  the  town,  a  little  east  of  the  Canton 
road,  to  a  point  south  of  the  town,  within  a 
short  distance  of  Pearl  River,  and  covered  most 
of  the  approaches  west  of  the  riv«r  ;  but  were 
badly  located  and  constructed,  presenting  but  a 
slight  obstacle  to  a  vigorous  assault 

The  troops  promptly  took  their  assigned  po- 
sitions in  the  intrenchments  on  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  in  expectation  of  an  immediate 
assault.  Major-General  Loring  occupying  the 
right ;  Major-General  Walker,  the  right  of  the 
centre ;  Major-General  French,  the  left  of  the 
centre,  and  Major-General  Breckinridge  the  left 
The  cavalry,  under  Brigadier-General  Jackson, 
was  ordered  to  observe  and  guard  the  fords  of 
Pearl  River  above  and  below  the  town. 

The  reports  that  had  at  various  times  been 
made  to  me  by  the  commanding  officers  of 
troops  encamped  near  Jackson,  of  the  scarcity 
of  water,  led  me  to  believe  that  Sherman,  who 
advanced  in  heavy  order  of  battle  from  Clinton, 
could  not  besiege,  but  would  be  compelled  to 
make  an  assault  His  force  was  represented  to 
consist  of  his  own  and  Ord's  army  corps  and 
three  divisions  in  addition.  The  spirit  and  con- 
fidence manifested  by  the  whole  army  under  my 
command  were  such  that,  notwithstanding  this 
vast  superiority  of  numbers,  I  felt  assured,  with 
the  advantages  given  by  the  intrenchments, 
weak  as  they  were,  an  assault  by  him  would 
result  in  his  discomfiture. 

Instead  of  attacking,  the  enemy,  as  soon  as 
they  arrived,  commenced  intrenching,  and  con- 
structing batteries.  On  the  tenth,  there  was 
spirited  skirmishing,  with  slight  cannonading, 
continuing  throughout  the  day.  This  was  kept 
up  with  varying  intensity  and  but  little  inter- 
ruption until  the  period  of  our  evacuation. 
Hills  commanding  and  encircling  the  town, 
within  easy  cannon  range,  offered  favorable 
sites  for  batteries.  A  cross-fire  of  shot  and 
shell  reached  ah1  parts  of  the  town,  showing  the 
position  to  be  entirely  untenable  against  a  pow- 
erful artillery. 

On  the  eleventh,  I  telegraphed  the  President : 
"  If  the  position  and  works  were  not  bad,  want 
of  stores,  which  could  not  be  collected,  would 
make  it  impossible  to  stand  a  siege.  If  the 
enemy  will  not  attack,  we  must,  or,  at  the  last 
moment,  withdraw.  We  cannot  attack  seriously 
without  risking  the  army." 

On  the  twelfth,  besides  the  shirmishing,  there 
was  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  batteries  near 
the  Canton  and  South  Clinton  roads.  The  mis- 
siles reached  all  parts  of  the  town.  An  assault, 
though  not  a  vigorous  one,  was  also  made  upon 
Major-General  Breckinridge's  line.  It  was 
quickly  repelled,  however— principally  by  the 


direct  fire  of  Cobb's  and  Slocomb's  batteries,  and 
flank  attack  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  First, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Florida,  and  Forty-seventh 
Georgia  regiments.  The  enemy's  loss  was  two 
hundred  prisoners,  nearly  the  same  number 
killed,  many  wounded,  and  the  colors  of  the 
Twenty-eighth,  Forty-first,  and  Fifty-third  Illi- 
nois regiments. 

By  the  thirteenth  the  enemy  had  extended 
his  lines  until  both  his  flanks  rested  on  Pearl 
River. 

I  telegraphed  the  President,  on  the  fourteenth, 
that  a  large  force  lately  left  Vicksburg  "  to  turn 
us  on  the  north.  This  will  compel  us  to  aban- 
don Jackson.  The  troops  before  us  have  been 
intrenching  and  constructing  batteries  since 
their  arrival." 

On  the  fifteenth  I  telegraphed  the  President : 
"  The  enemy  is  evidently  making  a  siege,  which 
we  cannot  resist  It  would  be  madness  to  at- 
tack him.  The  remainder  of  the  army  under 
Grant  at  Vicksburg,  is,  beyond  doubt,  on  its 
way  to  this  place." 

On  the  sixteenth  of  July  information  was  re- 
ceived that  a  large  train  from  Vicksburg,  loaded 
with  ammunition,  was  near  the  enemy's  camp. 
This,  and  the  condition  of  their  batteries,  made 
it  probable  that  Sherman  would,  on  the  next 
day,  concentrate  upon  us  the  fire  of  near  two 
hundred  guns.  It  was  also  reported  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  Pearl  River  in  the  rear  of 
their  left"  flank.  The  evacuation  of  Jackson 
that  night  was,  therefore,  determined  on. 

Our  withdrawal  was  effected  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth.  All  public  property  and  the  sick 
and  wounded,  except  a  few  not  in  a  condition  to 
be  moved,  had  been  previously  carried  to  the 
rear.  The  right  wing  retired  towards  Brandon 
by  the  new  Brandon  road,  andx  the  left  wing  by 
the  old  Brandon  road.  The  cavalry  remained 
to  destroy  the  bridges  over  Pearl  River  and  ob- 
serve the  enemy.  The  evacuation  was  not  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy  until  the  next  day. 

Our  loss  during  the  siege  was  estimated  at 
seventy-one  killed,  five  hundred  and  four 
wounded,  and  about  twenty-five  missing.  The 
army  retired,  by  easy  marches,  to  Morton,  dis- 
tant about  thirty-five  miles  from  Jackson.  De- 
sertions during  the  siege  and  on  the  march 
were,  I  regret  to  say,  frequent 

Two  divisions  of  the  enemy,  with  cavalry, 
drove  our  cavalry  through  Brandon  on  the  nine- 
teenth, returning  to  Jackson  the  next  day.  Their 
object  seemed  to  be  to  destroy  the  railroad 
bridges  and  depots. 

Colonel  J.  L.  Logan,  commanding  a  mounted 
force  around  Port  Hudson,  reported  three  suc- 
cessful engagements  with  detachments  of  the 
enemy. 

On  the  twelfth  of  July  I  received  information, 
from  Colonel  Logan,  of  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson  on  the  ninth ;  subsequently  the  report 
of  Major  Jackson,  A.  A.  G.,  was  received,  in- 
forming me  of  the  surrender.  That  officer  stated 
that  provision  was  exhausted,  and  that  the 
position  of  the  enemy  rendered  it  impossible 
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for  the  garrison  to  cut  its  way  out ;  but  two 
thousand  five  hundred  of  the  garrison  were  fit 
for  duty  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 

The  enemy  advanced  against  Yazoo  City  both 
by  land  and  water  on  the  thirteenth.  The  at- 
tack by  the  gunboats  was  handsomely  repulsed 
by  our  heavy  battery,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  Isaac  N.  Brown,  of  the  navy.  The 
"  De  Kalb,"  the  flag-ship  of  the  hostile  squadron, 
an  iron-clad,  mounting  thirteen  guns,  was  sunk 
by  a  torpedo.  To  the  force  advancing  by  land 
no  resistance  was  made  by  the  garrison,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Creasman,  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  North  Carolina  regiment. 

I  have  introduced  my  dispatch  of  May  four- 
teenth into-  this  report,  because  General  Pember- 
ton,  after  stating  that  it  was  not  received  until 
after  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek,  claimed  that  al- 
though he  had  not  acted  on  those  instructions, 
the  letter  suggested  the  very  movement  he  had 
made,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  When  the 
enemy  was  at  Jackson  the  letter  suggested  a 
movement  for  the  sole  purpbse  of  dislodging  him, 
and  so  stated.  General  Pemberton's  march, 
with  whatever  purpose  made,  was  begun  after 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  Jackson,  and  was  al- 
most in  his  presence.  My  order  of  the  fifteenth — 
at  which  time  I  should  have  joined  General 
Pemberton,  to  take  immediate  command  of  the 
main  army,  but  that  I  was  still  too  weak  to  at- 
tempt such  a  ride — which  was  received  by  him 
very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  re- 
quired him  to  abandon  that  movement ;  had  he 
obeyed  it  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  would  have 
been  escaped. 

About  the  middle  of  January,  finding  the  cav- 
alry in  Mississippi  inactive,  and  being  satisfied, 
by  the  representations  of  well  informed  persons, 
acquainted  with  the  country,  that  it  could  not 
be  usefully  employed  in  Mississippi  until  late  in 
the  spring,  and  persuaded  that  a  larger  cavalry 
force  was  needed  to  cover  that  portion  of  Ten- 
nessee from  which  General  Bragg  was  drawing 
his  supplies,  I  transferred  about  two-thirds  of 
the  cavalry  of  Mississippi  to  Tennessee. 

By  this  transfer  from  Mississippi  at  a  time 
when  General  Grant  had  fallen  back  on  Memphis, 
and  Sherman  and  McClernand  had  been  repulsed 
at  Vicksburg,  I  gave  strength  to  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  which  had  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  engagements  near  Murfreesboro,  and  ena- 
bled General  Bragg  to  cover  the  country  and 
secure  supplies  for  his  army. 

About  March  twentieth,  General  Pemberton 
applied  for  cavalry  for  the  protection  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  during  the  planting 
season.  But  his  reports  heretofore  referred  to, 
indicated  that  the  enemy's  forces  were  to  be 
employed  in  Tennessee  rather  than  Mississippi, 
and  Van  Dorn's  cavalry  being  then  absolutely 
necessary  to  hold  the  country  from  which  Gen- 
eral Bragg  was  drawing  his  supplies,  I  could 
not  send  it,  and  so  informed  General  Pemberton. 
When  he  reported  that  Grant's  army  was  return- 
ing to  the  Mississippi,  a  strong  brigade  of  cavalry 
was  ordered  from  Tennessee  into  that  State. 
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The  time  to  strike  the  enemy  w.ith  the  best 
hope  of  saving  Vicksburg,  was  when  he  was 
landing  near  Bruinsburg.  To  do  this  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  a  rapid  concentration  of  all 
the  forces  should  have  been  made,  and  an  attack. 
Under  this  conviction,  I  telegraphed  to  General 
Pemberton  on  May  first,  from  Tullahoma :  "  If 
Grant's  army  lands  on  this  side  of  the  river,  the 
safety  of  Mississippi  depends  on  beating  it.  For 
that  object  you  should  unite  your  whole  force." 
And,  again,  on  May  second :  ".If  Grant  crosses, 
unite  your  whole  force  to  beat  him.  Success 
will  give  back  what  was  abandoned  to  win  it." 

These  instructions  were  neglected,  and  time 
was  given  to  Grant  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the 
State,  and  at  Port  Gibson  and  Raymond  detach- 
ments of  our  troops  were  defeated  and  driven 
back  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  thirteenth,  when  I  learned  that  there 
were  four  divisions  of  the  enemy  at  Clinton,  dis- 
tant twenty  miles  from  the  main  body  of  General 
Pemberton's  forces,  I  gave  him  orders  to  attack 
them,  and  notified  him  that  we  could  co-operate. 
This  order  General  Pemberton  disobeyed ;  and 
so  reported  to  me  in  his  letter  of  the  seven- 
teenth. I  directed  him  to  move  twenty  miles  to 
the  east,  to  co-operate  with  me  in  attacking  Sher- 
man. He  moved  to  the  south,  and  made  our 
co-operation  and  junction  impossible.  He  claims 
that  this  order  compelled  him  to  make  the  ad- 
vance beyond  the  Big  Black,  which  proved  so 
"disastrous."  Before  I  had  reached  Jackson, 
and  before  the  order  was  given,  General  Pem- 
berton made  his  first  advance  beyond  (east  of) 
the  Big  Black,  to  Edwards'  Depot ;  after  the 
receipt  of  the  order,  in  violation  of  it,  he  made 
his  second  and  "his  last  advance  from  that  point 
to  the  field  of  Baker's  Creek.  He  further  claims 
that  this  order  caused  the  subversion  of  his 
"matured  plans."  I  do  not  know  what  those 
plans  were,  but  am  startled  to  find  matured  plans 
given  up  for  a  movement  in  violation  of  my  or- 
ders, rejected  by  a  majority  of  his  council  of 
war,  and  disapproved  (as  he  states)  by  himself. 
On  the  twelfth,  he  wrote  me  that  if  he  could 
collect  force  enough,  Edwards'  Depot  would  be 
the  battle-field.  The  battle  of  Baker's  Creek 
was  fought  three  or  four  miles  from  Edwards' 
Depot  The  presence  of  the  enemy  was  reported 
to  mm  th'e  night  before.  There  was  no  apparent 
obstacle  to  prevent  him  from  resuming  his  orig- 
inal position,  and  carrying  out  his  "  matured 
plans." 

It  is  a  new  military  principle,  that  when  an 
officer  disobeys  a  positive  order  of  his  superior, 
that  superior  becomes  responsible  for  any  meas- 
ure his  subordinate  may  choose  to  substitute  for 
that  ordered-. 

But,  had  the  battle  of  Baker's  Creek  not  been 
fought,  General  Pemberton's  belief  that  Vicks- 
burg was  his  base,  rendered  his  ruin  inevitable. 
He  would  still  have  been  besieged,  and,  there- 
fore, captured.  The  larger  force  he  would  have 
carried  into  the  lines,  would  have  added  to,  and 
hastened  the  catastrophe.  His  disasters  were 
due  not  merely  to  his  entangling  himself  with 
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the  advancing  columns  of  a  superior  and  unob- 
served enemy,  but  to  his  evident  determination 
to  be  besieged  in  Vicksburg,  instead  of  manoeu- 
vring  to  prevent  a  siege. 

Convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  collecting  a 
sufficient  force  to  break  the  investment  of  Vicks- 
burg should  it  be  completed,  appreciating  the 
difficulty  of  extricating  the  garrison,  and  con- 
vinced that  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  had 
lost  most  of  their  value  by  the  repeated  passage 
of  armed  vessels  and  transports,  I  ordered  the 
evacuation  of  both  places.  General  Gardner 
did  not  receive  this  order  before  the  investment 
of  Port  Hudson,  if  at  all.  General  Pemberton 
set  aside  this  order,  under  the  advice  of  a  council 
of  war,  and,  though  he  had  in  Vicksburg  eight 
thousand  fresh  troops  not  demoralized  by  de- 
feat, decided  that  it  "  was  impossible  to  with- 
draw the  army  from  this  position  with  such 
morale  and  material  as  to  be  of  further  service 
to  the  Confederacy.;"  but,  "  to  hold  Vicksburg 
as  long  as  possible,  with  the  firm  hope  that  the 
government  may  yet  be  able  to  assist  me  in 
keeping  this  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River."  Vicks- 
burg was  greatly  imperilled  when  my  instruc- 
tions from  Tullahoma  to  concentrate  were  neg- 
lected ;  it  was  lost  when  my  orders  of  the 
thirteenth  and  fifteenth  of  May  were  disobeyed. 
To  this  loss  were  added  the  labor,  privations, 
and  certain  destruction  of  a  gallant  army,  when 
my  orders  for  its  evacuation  were  set  aside. 

In  this  report  I  have  been  compelled  to  enter 
into  many  details,  and  to  make  some  animadver- 
sions upon  the  conduct  of  General  Pemberton. 

The  one  was  no  pleasant  task  ;  the  other  was 
a  most  painful  duty.  Both  have  been  forced 
upon  me  by  the  official  report  of  General  Pem- 
berton, made  to  the  War  Department  instead  of 
to  me,  to  whom  it  was  due. 

General  Pemberton,  by  direct  assertion  and  by 
implication,  puts  upon  me  the  responsibility  of 
the  movements  which  led  his  army  to  defeat  at 
Baker's  Creek  and  the  Big  Black  Bridge — defeats 
which  produced  the  loss  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
army. 

This  statement  has  been  circulated  by  the 
press,  in  more  or  less  detail,  and  with  more  or 
less  marks  of  an  official  character,  until  my  silence 
would  be  almost  an  acknowledgment  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  charge. 

A  proper  regard  for  the  good  opinion  of  my 
government  has  compelled  me,  therefore,  to 
throw  aside  that  delicacy  which  I  would  gladly 
have  observed  towards  a  brother  officer,  suffer- 
ing much  undeserved  obloquy,  and  to  show  that 
in  his  short  campaign  General  Pemberton  made 
not  a  single  movement  in  obedience  to  my  or- 
ders, and  regarded  none  of  my  instructions ; 
and,  finally,  did  not  embrace  the  only  opportu- 
nity to  save  his  army — that  given  by  my  order 
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to  abandon  Vicksburg. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


June  25,  1866, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Rebellion  Record: 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Dr.  Craven's 
diary  : 

"  Pemberton  made  a  splendid  defence  of  Vicks- 
burg, and  might  have  been  relieved  if  the  officer 
commanding  the  army  sent  to  relieve  him  (Gen- 
eral Johnston)  had  not  failed  to  obey  the  positive 
orders  to  attack  General  Grant,  which  Mr.  Sed- 
don,  then  Secretary  of  War,  had  sent.  If  the 
same  officer,  who  was  upheld  in  command  by 
the  anti-administration  party,  had  vigorously  at- 
tacked Sherman  at  Atlanta  when  directed,  the 
fortunes  of  war  would  have  been  changed,  and 
Sherman  hurled  back  to  Nashville  over  a  sterile 
and  wasted  country  —  his  retreat  little  less  dis- 
astrous than  Napoleon's  from  Moscow.  He  did 
not  do  so,  and  was  relieved  ;  General  Hood,  a 
true  and  spirited  soldier,  taking  his  place.  But 
the  opportunity  then*  was  gone  ;  and  to  this  de- 
lay, more  than  to  any  other  cause,  the  Southern 
people  will  attribute  their  overthrow  whenever 
history  comes  to  be  truly  written." 

In  the  statement  this  extract  contains,  that 
General  J.  E.  Johnston  failed  to  obey  "  positive 
orders"  or  directions  to  attack  General  Grant  at 
Vicksburg,  in  1863,  or  General  Sherman  at  At- 
lanta, in  1864,  there  is  a  mistake,  caused,  no 
doubt,  by  Dr.  Craven  having  misapprehended 
his  distinguished  patient,  with  whom,  in  his 
misfortunes,  I  know  no  one  sympathizes  more 
truly  than  General  Johnston.  I  venture  to  make 
this  correction,  in  justice  to  a  war-worn  veteran 
who  freely  shed  his  blood  in  defence  of  Jhe 
Southern  cause,  and  who  is  too  good  a  soldier 
to  wilfully  disregard  an  order  of  his  military 
superior.  The  only  approach  to  an  order  to  at- 
tack General  Grant  in  1863,  was  given  ifi  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  this  was 
modified,  and  virtually  revoked,  by  a  second 
telegraphic  communication,  received  the  same 
day.  The  gentleman  who  was  at  the  time  Sec- 
retary of  War  of  the  Confederate  States,  had 
too  much  wisdom  and  practical  sense  to  give  a 
'  positive  order"  to  General  Johnston  to  attack 
with  his  army  of  about  twenty-three  thousand 
men  General  Grant's  army,  numbering  some 
eighty  thousand,  covered,  in  a  position  of  great 
natural  strength,  by  the  unfordable  Big  Black 
River,  and  by  formidable  lines  of  intrench- 
ments,  defended  at  all  points  by  powerful  ar- 
tillery. 

In  like  manner,  no  such  orders  were  given 
during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  the  disasters 
that  befell  the  Army  of  Tennessee  after  General 
Johnston  was  relieved,  clearly  demonstrated 
that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  given.  My 
position  on  General  Johnston's  staff,  and  my  re- 


jlations  to  him,  caused  all  his  correspondence 
with  the  authorities  in  Richmond,  by  mail,  by 
telegraph,  or  by  messengers,  from  January, 
1863,  to  July,  1864,  at  which  time  he  was  re- 
lieved, to  pass  through  my  hands.  Any  asser- 
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tion  I  have  herein  made  I  am  fully  prepared  to 
prove. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  S.  EWELL. 


Doc.  47. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  HELENA. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  HOLMES. 

LITTLE  ROCK,  August  14, 1863. 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff, 

Department    Trans-Mississippi,     SJireveport, 

Louisiana : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding  the  following 
report  of  the  attack  made  by  me  upon  Helena, 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  1863 : 

In  the  month  of  June,  1862,  the  Federal  forces 
under  General  Curtis,  from  the  attempted  inva- 
sion of  Arkansas  betook  themselves  to  the  city 
of  Helena,  and  there  fortified.  Since  that  time 
it  has  been  constantly  and  heavily  garrisoned 
by  Federal  troops.  The  possession  of  this  place 
has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the  enemy. 
From  it,  they  have  threatened  at  all  times  an 
invasion  of  Arkansas,  thereby  rendering  it  neces- 
sary that  troops  should  be  held  in  position  to 
repel  such  invasion.  From  it  they  have  con- 
trolled the  trade  and  sentiments  of  a  large  and 
important  scope  of  country.  It  has  been  to  them 
a  most  important  depot  for  troops  in  their  opera- 
tions against  Vicksburg. 

In  view  of  these  great  advantages  to  them,  of 
the  great  embarrassment  to  my  movements  else- 
where, arising  from  the  proximity  of  a  large  and 
threatening  army,  and  of  the  deleterious  effect 
on  that  portion  of  the  State  caused  by  their 
presence,  it  was  deemed  of  very  great  impor- 
tance that  they  should  be  driven  from  their  only 
stronghold  in  Arkansas.  As  a  means  of  raising 
the  siege  of  Yicksburg,  and  of  keeping  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  closed,  in  the  event  of  a  surren- 
der of  that  city,  the  policy  of  the  move  was 
perfectly  apparent.  Moreover,  from  information, 
considered  reliable,  in  my  possession,  the  cap- 
ture of  Helena  by  the  forces  at  my  disposal 
seemed  perfectly  practicable. 

On  the  fourteenth  June,  1863,  I  telegraphed 
to  Lieutenant-General  Smith,  that  I  believed  I 
could  take  the  place,  and  asked  his  permission 
to  attack  it.  Two  days  after  I  started  to  Jack- 
sonport,  there  to  consult  with  Generals  Price 
and  Marmaduke,  and  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary arrangements.  The  result  of  this  inter- 
view was  the  following  orders  : 

Price's  command,  consisting  of  General  Mc- 
Rae's  Arkansas  and  General  Parsons'  Missouri 
brigades  of  infantry,  constituting  Price's  divis- 
ion, and  Colonels  Green's  and  Shelby's  brigades 
of  Missouri  cavalry,  Marmaduke's  division  to 
rendezvous  at  Cotton  Plant,  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fagan's  Arkansas  brigade  of  infantry,  at 
Clarendon,  on  the  twenty-sixth  June  (Friday), 


whence,  by  converging  roads,  the  two  columns 
would  move  in  the  direction  of  Helena.  I  also 
informed  General  Walker,  commanding  brigade 
of  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  of  my  in- 
tention, and  directed  him  to  allow  no  ingress  to 
the  place. 

Upon  my  return  to  Little  Rock,  I  found  that 
Genera]  Smith  had  fully  sanctioned  my  proposed 
attack,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  writ- 
ten a  strong  letter,  suggesting,  advising,  and 
urging  it.  Thus  encouraged,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  ojf  June,  I  proceeded  to  Clarendon,  and  as- 
sumed command  of  the  expedition.  From  un- 
avoidable necessity,  consequent  upon  rain,  high 
water,  and  wretched  roads,  General  Price's  com- 
mand did  not  reach  its  rendezvous  for  four  days 
after  the  day  fixed,  thus  giving  the  enemy  abun- 
dant notice  of  my  approach.  General  Fagan 
arrived  at  his  place  of  rendezvous  (Clarendon), 
on  the  twenty-sixth.  As  soon  as  the  troopw 
were  in  position,  I  proceeded  towards  Helena 
by  converging  roads,  and  reached  Allan  Folk's 
house,  five  mSes  from  Helena,  on  the  morning 
of  July  third. 

Having  received  full,  accurate,  and  reliable  in- 
formation of  the  forces  and  fortifications  of  the 
enemy  in  Helena,  and  the  topography  of  the 
surrounding  country,  I  here  made  the  final  dis- 
position for  the  attack.  That  information  dis- 
closed that  the  place  was  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult of  access,  and  the  fortifications  very  much 
stronger  than  I  had  supposed,  before  undertak- 
ing the  expedition ;  the  features  of  the  country 
being  peculiarly  adapted  to  defence,  and  all 
that  the  art  of  engineering  could  do  having  been 
brought  to  bear  to  strengthen  it.  The  fortifica- 
tions consisted  of  one  regular  work,  heavily 
armed  with  siege  guns,  and  four  strong  re- 
doubts, mounted  with  field  pieces  and  protected 
by  rifle-pits  on  suburban  hills. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  per  fol- 
lowing order : 

"  The  attack  on  Helena  will  be  made  to-mor- 
row morning  at  daylight,  and  as  follows  : 

"First — Major-General  Price,  in  command  of 
McRae's  and  Parsons'  brigades,  will  proceed  by 
the  best  route,  assume  position,  assault  and  take 
Graveyard  Hill,  at  daylight. 

"  Second — Brigadier-General  Walker,  with  his 
cavalry  brigade,  will,  in  like  manner,  proceed 
to  the  Stirling  road,  where  he  will  hold  himself 
in  position,  to  resist  any  troops  that  may  ap- 
proach Righton  Hill ;  and  when  that  position  is 
captured,  he  will  enter  the  town  and  act  against 
the  enemy  as  circumstances  may  justify. 

"  Third — Brigadier-General  Fagan  will  proceed 
by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  and  take  the 
batteries  on  Hindman  Hill,  at  daylight. 

"  Fourth — Brigadier-General  Marmaduke  will 
proceed  with  his  command,  by  the  best  route, 
assume  position,  and  take  Righton  Hill,  at  day- 
light." 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

This  plan  of  attack  was  fully  concurred  in  by 
all  my  General  officers,  and  the  part  assigned  to 
each  accepted  with  alacrity. 
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Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
the  troops  began  to  move  to  their  respective 
positions,  whence  to  assault  in  the  morning. 

General  Fagan  detached  a  regiment  from  his 
brigade,  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  right,  on  the 
lower  Little  Rock  road,  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  in  the  rifle-pits  below  the  city, 
and  to  protect  his  flank,  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  that  quarter. 

Three  detached  companies  of  cavalry,  under 
Captain  Denson,  were  ordered  to  act  as  vedettes 
in  the  plain  south  of  the  city,  and  to  tsansmit 
to  General  Fagan  rapid  information  of  any  at- 
tempt to  flank  him.  His  artillery  was  also  sent 
forward  on  this,  the  only  practicable  road,  with 
the  hope  that  it  might  assist  in  creating  a  diver- 
sion, and  thereby  aid  the  general  movement. 

I  took  a  position  a  little  after  daylight  on  the 
Graveyard  Ridge,  half  a  mile  from  the  fortifica- 
tions, a  central  point,  there  to  await  the  develop- 
ment of  the  attack. 

Soon  after  daylight,  Brigadier-General  Mar- 
maduke  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  in 
his  front  and  assaulted  Righton  Fort.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  strong,  vigorous,  and  sudden  at- 
tack on  this  fort  would  have  been  successful ; 
but  some  delay  occurring,  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  appeared  on  his  left  flank  and  rear,  and 
held  him  perfectly  in  check  during  the  whole  day. 
It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  Brigadier-General 
Walker  to  have  prevented  this  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  represented  by 
General  Marmaduke,  the  same  could  have  been 
easily  accomplished.  No  satisfactory  reason 
has  been  given  by  General  Walker  why  this 
service  was  not  rendered.  This  attack,  being 
most  remote,  was  not  under  my  personal  super- 
vision, and  was  too  distant  for  me  to  give  spe- 
cific orders. 

The  assault  on  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  in 
front  of  Hindman  Hill,  was  made  at  a  few  min- 
utes after  daylight.  General  Fagan,  at  the  head 
of  his  brigade,  charged  gallantly  over  four  lines, 
under  a  deadly  fire  from  the  rifle-pits  -and  guns 
on  his  front,  and  most  disastrous  enfilading  fire 
from  Graveyard  Hill  on  the  left,  previous  to  the 
attack  by  General  Price.  Having  driven  the 
enemy  from,  and  carried  the  fifth  and  last  line 
of  rifle-pits,  the  brave  men,  who  had  followed 
him  thus  far,  overcome  by  sheer  exhaustion,  re- 
sulting from  the  inordinate  exertion  of  their 
difficult  charge,  and  the  intense  heat  of  the  day, 
were  unable  to  proceed  further.  A  charge  upon 
the  fort  was  nevertheless  attempted,  and  failed. 
The  brigade  thereupon  took  shelter  behind  the 
inner  line  of  breastworks,  anxiously  awaiting 
assistance.  This  assistance  never  arrived.  Ma- 
jor-General Price  did  not  make  his  attack  till 
after  sunrise,  and  more  than  an  hour  after  the 
time  named  in  the  order.  As  an  explanation  of 
this  delay,  his  report  states  that,  finding  when 
he  had  gotten  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of 
the  position  he  had  been  ordered  to  take,  that 
his  division  would  arrive  upon  the  ground  pre- 
maturely, he  ordered  a  halt,  and  resumed  his 
march  at  dawn  of  day.  His  troops,  when 


brought  into  position  and  ordered  forward,  be- 
haved magnificently,  charging  rifle-pits  and 
breastworks  without  a  falter^  and  taking  the 
hill  without  a  halt. 

As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I  rode 
rapidly  into  them.  Finding  the  guns  in  the  fort 
had  been  rendered  useless,  by  the  enemy,  be- 
fore being  abandoned,  I  at  once  dispatched  one 
of  my  staff  to  the  rear,  to  bring  up  some  artil- 
lery. Owing  to  the  impracticability  of  the  roads, 
this  could  not  be  effected  in  tuns. 

Perceiving  the  position  of  the  gallant  Fagan 
and  his  command,  I  ordered  Brigadier-General 
Parsons,  the  only  General  officer  present,  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  attack  the  Hindman  Fort  in  the 
rear.  Everything  was  in  confusion.  Regiments 
and  brigades  mixed  up  indiscriminately,  and  the 
order  was  not  attended  to.  Immediately  after- 
wards I  sent  an  order  to  General  Price  to  the  same 
effect,  and  then  returned  to  my  headquarters. 

Two  or  three  hundred  yards  in  the  rear,  I 
passed  Brigadier-General  McRae,  who  had  not 
joined  his  brigade  since  the  assault.  I  ordered 
him  at  once  to  the  fort. 

It  seems  that  General  McRae  was  the  officer 
designated  by  General  Price  to  go  to  General 
Fagan 's  assistance.  After  much  delay,  he  pro- 
ceeded on  this  duty,  but  utterly  failed  to  render 
the  slightest  aid,  making  no  attempt  to  assault 
the  hill. 

Not  having  been  advised  of  this  order  for 
General  McRae,  and  being  impatient  of  the  de- 
lay, I  proceeded  again  to  the  fort  on  Graveyard 
Hill,  where  I  found  General  Parsons,  with  only 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  men  of  his  bri- 
gade. He  informed  me  that  General  McRae  had 
been  ordered  to  the  relief  of  General  Fagan. 
That  officer  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  while 
General  Fagan,  with  greatly  reduced  force,  was 
being  assaulted  and  driven  back  by  the  enemy 
largely  reinforced.  Under  these  circumstances, 
at  ten  and  a  half  A.  M.,  I  ordered  the  troops 
to  be  withdrawn. 

My  retreat  from  Helena  was  effected  in  the 
most  perfect  order,  and  without  the  slightest 
demoralization  of  any  kind. 

My  whole  force  engaged  in  this  expedition 
amounted  to  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-six  (7,646).  My  loss,  as  near  as  is  ascer- 
tained, is  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  (173) 
killed ;  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (687) 
svounded ;  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  (776) 
missing.  Total,  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-six 
(1,636).  See  reports  of  division  and  brigade 
commanders  forwarded  herewith. 

I  write  this  report  with  a  deep  pain.  I  com- 
manded brave,  gallant,  and  willing  troops,  and 
should  have  succeeded  in  the  capture  of  Helena  ; 
for,  though  the  difficulties  were  very  great,  they 
were  not  insurmountable,  and  the  misfortune  of 
a  failure  was,  in  a  very  great  measure,  conse- 
quent on  the  men  not  being  well  in  hand  after 
success.  Most  of  my  loss  in  prisoners  resulted 
in  not  restraining  the  men,  after  the  capture  of 
Graveyard  Hill,  from  advancing  into  the  town, 
where  they  were  taken  mainly  without  resist- 


DOCUMENT*. 


597 


ance.  If,  instead  of  this,  the  regiments  and  bri- 
gades had  been  re-formed  instantly,  the  capture 
of  Hindman  Hill,  and  consequently  of  the  town, 
would  have  been  of  easy  occurrence. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing 
my  obligations  to  his  Excellency,  Harris  Flani- 
gan,  Governor  of  Arkansas,  who  accompanied 
me,  and  had  my  confidence,  during  the  whole 
campaign.  I  owe  to  his  cool,  discriminating 
judgment,  many  valuable  suggestions.  His 
presence,  confidence,  and  zeal  had  no  little  in- 
fluence on  the  spirit  and  energy  of  the  Arkansas 
troops.  He  and  Colonel  Gordon  Rear,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State,  acted  as  volunteer  Aids-de- 
Camp  on  my  staff  during  the  battle.  As  the 
expedition  failed,  which  should  have  succeeded, 
I  refrain  from  all  expressions  of  commendation, 
believing  that  the  brave  officers  and  men  who 
distinguished  themselves  will  willingly  forego 
the  applause  due  to  them,  in  consideration  that 
our  beloved  country  reaped  no  benefit  from 
their  exploits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-General. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PRICE. 

HEADQUARTERS  PRICE'S  DIVISION,      \ 
CAMP  ox  JONES'  LAKE,  July  13,  1863.  / 

Captain  John  W.  Hinsddle,  A.  A.  G. : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  division  in  the 
attack  made  upon  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant : 
I  left  Jacksonport,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
en  the  twenty-second  day  of  June,  with  this  di- 
vision and  Marmaduke's  division  of  cavalry. 
My  march  was  greatly  impeded  by  the  extraor- 
dinary rains,  which,  beginning  on  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-fourth  June,  and  falling  almost 
without  intermission  for  four  days,  made  the 
rivers,  bayous,  and  creeks,  over  which  my  route 
lay,  and  the  bottoms  and  swamps  through  which 
it  ran,  almost  impassable  to  troops,  Unprovided, 
as  mine  were,  with  the  means  of  repairing  roads 
and  constructing  bridges  or  rafts.  I  was,  how- 
ever, enabled  by  the  skill  and  energy  of  my 
officers,  and  by  the  willing  endurance  and  la- 
borious industry  of  my  men,  to  surmount  these 
unlooked-for  obstacles,  and  to  reach,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third  instant,  a  point  within  five  miles 
of  Helena. 

At  this  point,  Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 
having  assumed  the  immediate  command  of  all 
the  troops  before  Helena,  detached  Marmaduke's 
division  from  my  command,  leaving  me  two 
brigades ;  the  one  of  Arkansians,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Dandridge  McRae,  consisting  of 
three  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  field  battery, 
with  twelve  hundred  and  twenty-seven  men 
present  for  duty  ;  the  other  of  Missourians,  un- 
der Brigadier-General  M.  Monroe  Parsons,  con- 
sisting of  four  regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion 
of  sharpshooters,  and  a  field  battery,  having  in 


all,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
(1,868)  men  present  for  duty.  These  two  bri- 
gades constituted  this  division. 

The  order  of  attack  directed  that  jl,  "  in  com- 
mand of  McRae's  and  Parson's  brigades,  should 
proceed  by  the  best  route,  assume  position,  as- 
sault and  take  the  Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight." 
I  made  my  dispositions  accordingly,  and  moved 
at  midnight,  with  Parsons'  brigade  in  front. 

As  my  route  lay  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  across  abrupt  hills  and  deep  ravines,  over 
which  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to  move  my 
artillery  during  the  darkness,  I  ordered  the 
pieces  to  be  left  behind  until  daybreak,  and 
armed  details  from  each  battery  to  accompany 
the  infantry,  in  order  to  man  the  guns  which  I 
expected  to  capture. 

Finding,  when  I  had  gotten  within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  the  position  which  I  had  been  ordered 
to  take,  that  my  division  would  arrive  upon  the 
ground  prematurely,  I  ordered  a  halt,  during 
which  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  came 
to  and  remained  with  the  division  until  the  dawn 
of  day,  when  the  line  of  march  was  resumed. 
Then  pushing  forward  rapidly,  imtil  my  skir- 
mishers had  become  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  his  works,  the 
troops  were  formed  into  two  columns  of  divis- 
ions, Parsons'  brigade  occupying  the  right  and 
moving  in  front. 

The  enemy's  fire  becoming  somewhat  sharp 
about  this  time,  the  guides  who  were  conduct- 
ing the  columns  took  occasion  to  leave  unper- 
ceived.  Some  confusion  and  consequent  delay 
ensued,  but  another  guide  having  been  obtained.' 
the  head  of  the  column  soon  occupied  the  posi- 
tion from  which  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  A 
brief  halt  was  here  ordered,  to  give  the  troops 
time  to  recover  somewhat  from  the  exhausting 
fatigues  consequent  upon  their  rapid  march  over 
a  succession  of  almost  precipitous  and  heavily 
wooded  hills. 

The  order  for  the  assault  (as  explained  to  the 
General  officers  and  regimental  commanders  of 
the  division  the  evening  before)  directed  that 
General  Parsons,  moving  in  front,  should  halt 
the  head  of  his  column  at  the  point  from  which 
he  was  to  make  the  assault,  until  the  head  of 
General  McRae's  column  should  reach  its  posi- 
tion on  the  left,  when  both  columns  should 
advance  simultaneously  to  the  assault. 

During  the  brief  halt  just  alluded  to,  and  just 
as  I  had  ordered  General  McRae  forward,  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding  rode  up  and 
asked  why  the  assault  had  not  been  made.  I 
explained  the  facts  to  him,  and  thinking  that 
time  enough  had  elapsed  for  General  McRae  to 
get  into  position,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  staff 
to  General  Parsons  to  ascertain  why  he  was  not 
advancing.  He  replied  that  he  was  waiting  for 
General  McRae  to  get  into  position.  Mean- 
while General  McRae  had  moved  his  brigade 
into  position,  but  (owing  to  the  difficulties  and 
necessities  of  the  ground)  further  to  the  left 
than  had  been  originally  ordered  and  explained 
to  General  Parsons,  and  with  a  high  ridge  inter- 
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posing  between  it  and  Parsons'  brigade,  so  that 
the  latter  officer  could  not  see  that  it  had  gotten 
into  position.  I  immediately  directed  one  of  my 
staff  officers  to  communicate  these  facts  to  Gen- 
eral Parsons  and  to  order  him  to  make  the 
assault  without  any  further  delay,  as  General 
McRae,  to  whom  I  had  sent  orders  to  that  effect, 
would  be  advancing  before  he  (General  Parsons) 
could  receive  my  order. 

Both  brigades  moved  forward  on  the  instant, 
rapidly,  steadily,  unflinchingly,  and  in  perfect 
order,  under  a  storm  of  Minnie  balls,  grape  and 
canister,  which  were  poured  upon  them  not 
only  from  the  Graveyard  Hill  in  their  front,  but 
from  the  fortified  hills  upon  the  right  and  the 
left,  both  of  which  were  in  easy  range. 

The  enemy  gave  way  before  the  impetuous 
assault  of  the  attacking  columns,  which,  enter- 
ing the  works  almost  simultaneously,  planted 
the  Confederate  flag  upon  the  summit  of  the 
Graveyard  Hill. 

Each  brigade  had  done  its  allotted  duty  with 
equal  zeal,  devotion,  and  gallantry,  and  each  is 
entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  honor  which 
justly  attaches  to  those  who  discharge  their 
duty  as  these  men  did,  fearlessly,  well,  and  suc- 
cessfully. 

Being  in  possession  of  the  hill,  and  finding 
that  the  captured  guns  had  been  shot-wedged,  I 
directed  my  Chief  of  Artillery  to  bring  forward 
the  pieces  which  I  had  left  behind.  This  he 
did  as  promptly  as  the  difficulties  of  the  ground 
would  permit,  but  not  until  it  was  too  late  for 
them  to  be  used  in  the  action.  Meanwhile  a 
heavy  fire  was  concentrated  upon  the  hill  from 
the  four  fortified  positions,  which  the  enemy 
still  continued  to  hold,  and  from  the  hill-sides 
and  ravines,  under  cover  of  which  their  sharp- 
shooters delivered  a  well-directed  and  very 
effective  fire,  whilst  the  gunboat,  which  lay  in 
front  of  the  town,  kept  up  an  unintermitting  dis- 
charge of  its  heavy  guns. 

Perceiving  at  once  that  the  surest  way  to 
relieve  my  men  from  the  disastrous  effects  of 
this  galling  fire,  was  to  aid  General  Fagan  to 
take  the  enemy's  works  upon  my  right,  and 
receiving  information  at  the  same  time,  that  that 
gallant  officer  had  been  repulsed  in  every  at- 
tempt to  assault  those  works,  I  sent  to  General 
Parsons  an  order  directing  him  to  move  his  bri- 

fade  forthwith  to  the  reinforcement  of  General 
agan.  He  replied  to  the  officer  by  whom  I 
sent  the  order,  that  General  McRae  (who  was 
by  his  side  at  the  time)  would,  with  my  permis- 
sion, go  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan, 
whilst  his  (Parsons')  brigade,  being  the  stronger 
of  the  two,  would  hold  the  Graveyard  Hill.  Be- 
fore this  reply  was  brought  back  to  me  I  sent 
another  of  my  staff,  by  direction  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General commanding,  to  deliver  to  Gen- 
eral Parsons  an  order  similar  to  the  one  already 
Bent.  General  Parsons'  reply  having  been  mean- 
while received,  another  order  was  sent  direct- 
ing him  to  hold  the  hill,  and  General  McRae  to 
reinforce  General  Fagan,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
with  his  brigade. 


It  soon  became  obvious,  however,  that  both 
brigades  had  been  so  much  weakened  by  their 
heavy  losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  partic- 
ularly in  prisoners  (the  most  of  the  latter  hav- 
ing been  captured  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  town,  whither  they  had  gone  without  orders 
from  me),  and  by  the  straggling  of  those  whom 
thirst  and  the  intense  heat  of  the  day  overcame, 
or  who  had  become  disheartened  by  the  failure 
of  the  other  assaulting  columns,  that  I  could  not 
send  any  effective  aid  to  General  Fagan,  without 
too  greatly  endangering  my  own  position.  It 
was  equally  obvious  that,  unless  such  aid  could 
be  promptly  sent  to  General  Fagan,  the  general 
attack  upon  Helena  must  fail.  It  was  under 
these  circumstances  that  I  received  an  order 
from  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  to 
withdraw  my  division.  In  compliance  with 
this  order  my  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a 
point  about  four  miles  from  Helena,  where  they 
rested  for  the  night,  and  resumed  the  march 
hither  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth. 

The  Lieutenant-General  commanding  was  him- 
self a  witness  of  the  conduct  of  my  division. 
He  saw  the  alacrity  with  which  they  advanced 
to  the  positions  to  which  they  had  been  assign- 
ed. He  knows  the  steadiness  and  unfaltering 
courage  with  which  they  moved,  in  the  midst 
of  a  deadly  fire,  over  deep  ravines  and  precip- 
itous hills,  obstructed  with  felled  timber,  to, 
into,  and  over  the  works  which  they  had  been 
ordered  to  take,  driving  everything  before  them. 
He  himself  was  a  witness  of  the  undaunted 
bravery  and  enduring  constancy  with  which, 
animated  by  his  own  inspiring  example  and  gal- 
lant bearing,  they  stood  unshaken  in  the  very 
centre  of  that  unceasing  fire  which  was  hurled 
against  them  from  gunboat,  from  flats,  and  from 
rifle-pits.  I  am  sure  that  he  will  pay  them  that 
tribute  of  praise  to  which  their  courage  and 
endurance  entitle  them.  The  accompanying 
reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  McRae  and  Par- 
sons will  explain  in  detail  the  part  taken  by 
their  respectiye  brigades,  and  point  out  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  such  of  their 
officers  and  men  as  are  particularly  deserving 
of  mention.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  per- 
fectly accurate  reports  of  the  casualties  of  this 
division,  but  these  may  bs  stated  approximately 
as  follows : 


I 

| 

MISSING. 

1 

McRae's  Brigade 

46 
59 

168 
336 

133 
369 

347 

704 

Parsons'  Brigade  

105 

504 

502 

1,111 

I  will  forward  detailed  reports  of  these  casu- 
alties as  soon  as  the  lists  can  be  carefully  re- 
vised.    The  separation  of   the   command  wih1 
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necessarily  entail  some  delay  in  the  revision  of 
them. 

The  admirable  conduct  of  Brigadier-General 
Parsons,  not  only  upon  the  field,  but  upon  the 
march,  merits  my  earnest  commendation,  whilst 
his  skill  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  his  long  and 
uninterrupted  active  service  as  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral,  first  in  the  Missouri  State  Guard,  and  more 
recently  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  are,  in  my  opinion,  worthy  •  of  re- 
cognition on  the  part  of  the  government. 

I  must  also  commend  the  excellent  discipline 
which  General  McRae  maintains  at  all  times  in 
his  brigade  ;  the  marked  good  sense  and  energy 
with  which  he  conducted  its  march  to  Helena ; 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  has  always 
obeyed  my  commands,  and  the  earnest  efforts 
which  he  made  to  reinforce  General  Fagan  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  attack. 

I  have  not 'in  my  former  reports  mentioned 
the  officers  of  my  staff,  though  most  of  them 
have  beem  eminently  deserving  of  praise  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  upon  more  than 
one  hard-fought  field.  Justice  requires  that  I 
should  not  permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass 
without  placing  upon  record  my  sense  and  ap- 
preciation of  the  worth  and  merits  of  those  of 
them,  at  least,  who  participated  in  the  present 
movement. 

Major  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Senior  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General of  my  command,  to  whom  I  have 
been  often  indebted  for  vigorous  support  in 
hours  of  perilous  trial  (apart  from  the  intelli- 
gent and  faithful  performance  of  the  responsible 
and  onerous  duties  of  his  office),  surpassed  him- 
self this  day  in  the  intrepid  manner  with  which 
he  bore  himself  throughout  the  conflict,  rally- 
ing the  troops  again  and  again,  and  urging  them 
forward  to  the  scene  of  action. 

In  this  work,  under  the  hottest  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  until  we  had  swept  their  intrench- 
ments  and  carried  the  hill,  he  was  faithfully, 
fearlessly,  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Major  L.  A. 
Maclean,  A.  A.  G. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  Aids-de-Camp,  Lieu- 
tenant Richard  T.  Morrison  and  Lieutenant  Cel- 
sus  Price,  for  their  willing  assistance  promptly 
rendered  upon  this,  as  upon  other  hotly  con- 
tested fields. 

I  commend  all  these  officers  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General commanding,  and  through  him  to 
the  President,  for  promotion,  on  account  of  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  field. 

Acting  Engineers,  John  Mhoon,  of  Alabama, 
and  D.  C.  Cage,  of  Mississippi,  not  only  deserve 
honorable  mention  for  their  gallantry  upon  the 
field,  but  for  the  skill  and  energy  with  which 
they  overcame  the  difficulties  that  obstructed 
my  road  from  Cache  River  to  Helena.  I  have 
repeatedly  recommended  Mr.  Mhoon  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  Engineer  corps,  and  again  re- 
spectfully urge  the  President  to  recognize  the 
worth  of  so  excellent  an  officer.  Mr.  Cage's 
services  demand  a  similar  recognition. 

Nor  should  the  less  conspicuous,  but  equally 
useful,  services  of  Major  Isaac  Brinker  and  Ma- 


jor John  Reid  be  passed  over  in  silence.  To 
the  practical  good  sense  and  untiring  and  well 
directed  energy  of  the  former,  as  Chief  Quarter- 
master of  my  division,  I  am  greatly  indebted 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  march  to  Helena 
and  back  to  this  point ;  while  the  latter,  as 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  has,  in  spite 
of  many  difficulties,  continued  to  subsist  the 
troops  both  regularly  and  well. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Clay  Taylor,  Chief  of  Ar- 
tillery and  acting  Chief  of  Ordnance,  discharged 
the  onerous  duties  of  both  those  offices  with 
laborious  fidelity  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

To  my  Chief  Surgeon,  Thomas  D.  Wooten,  to 
Surgeon  William  M.  McPheeters,  and  to  Assist- 
ant Field  Purveyor  R.  M.  Slaughter,  my  con- 
stant thanks  and  commendation  are  due  for  the 
sedulous  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all  times 
devoted  themselves  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 
but  never  more  humanely  or  more  conspicuously 
than  upon  this  occasion. 

These  gentlemen  teh1  me  that  they  owe  their 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Marvin  for  the  very  important  services  which 
he  rendered  at  their  hospitals,  not  only  offering 
the  consolation  of  his  holy  office  to  the  dying, 
but  ministering  assiduously  to  the  wants  of  the 
wounded. 

Major  John  Tyler,  C.  S.  A.,  acting,  for  want  of 
an  appropriate  command,  as  volunteer  Aid-de- 
Camp,  remained  by  my  side  in  view  of  special 
contingencies,  which  might  fittingly  task  his 
valuable  accomplishments. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Perrie,  volunteer  Aid-de-Carnp, 
is  also  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  activity 
which  he  displayed  at  the  opening  of  the  at- 
tack. 

I  would  refer  particularly  to  the  gallant  con- 
duct and  bearing  of  Mr.  Gustavus  A.  Dyer, 
Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  and  of  Orderly  Daniel  M.  Kavanaugh, 
both  of  whom  have,  by  their  conduct  in  the 
field,  merited  commissions  in  the  army,  and  both 
of  whom  have  borne  themselves  equally  well  in 
more  important  battle  fields. 

Major  Henry  M.  Clark,  Assistant  Inpector- 
General,  was  detained  from  the  field  by  serious 
illness  ;  Major  E.  C.  Cabell,  Paymaster,  by  duties 
elsewhere. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

STEELING  PKICE, 

Major-General. 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  PARSONS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOO.JTH  BRIGADE,  PRICE'S  DIVISION,  ") 
July  10, 1863.     j 

Major  T.  L.  Snead,  A.  A.  G.  : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  follow- 
ing as  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  of  July  the  army 
bivouacked  on  the  Little  Rock  and  Helena  road, 
and  six  miles  from  the  latter  place.  It  having 
been  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  at  da\v;i 
next  morning,  the  disposition  of  the  troops  for 
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the  various  points  of  attack  was  immediately 
made  by  the  Lieutenant^General  commanding 
the  army,  and  the  Major-General  commanding 
this  division.  The  assault  and  capture  of  the 
enemy's  works  on  Graveyard  Hill  was  assigned 
by  the  Major-General  commanding  to  Brigadier- 
General  McRae's  brigade  (Arkansas),  and  my 
brigade  (Missouri  volunteers).  This  position 
was,  by  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding, 
believed  to  be  the  strongest  of  all  the  enemy's 
works,  and  the  key  to  all  his  defences.  He  was 
particularly  solicitous  that  it  should  be  carried 
and  held  at  all  hazards.  It  was  represented  to 
contain  six  heavy  pieces,  protected  .by  earth- 
works and  a  line  of  rifle-pits  on  its  front,  and 
extremely  inaccessible  on  account  of  the  nu- 
merous sharp  ridges,  steep  ravines,  and  felled 
timber,  in  its  front  and  flank.  These  works 
were  situated  between  Fort  Hindman  on  the 
right,  and  another  fort  on  the  left,  both  being 
within  rifle  range  of  the  position  to  be  assailed 
by  my  command,  and  supported  in  its  rear  by 
another  fort  between  it  and  the  town  of  Helena, 
and  Fort  Curtis  obliquely  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  work  to  be  assaulted.  All  these  fortifi- 
cations were  situated  upon  high,  steep  hills, 
with  deep  ravines  and  felled  timber  between, 
rendering  the  rapid  and  orderly  movement  of 
the  troops  very  diificult. 

At  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  third, 
the  division  was  put  in  motion,  my  brigade  in 
advance,  which  moved  in  the  following  order, 
viz. :  first,  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  Major 
Pindall  commanding,  in  front ;  second,  the  Ninth 
regiment,  Colonel  White ;  third,  the  Eighth 
regiment,  Colonel  Burns  commanding;  fourth, 
the  Seventh  regiment,  Colonel  Lewis  command- 
ing ;  fifth,  the  Tenth  regiment,  Colonel  Pickett 
commanding.  After  moving  on  the  main  road 
about  two  miles,  the  column  diverged  to  the 
left,  along  an  obscure  path  for  two  miles  further, 
and  then  left  this  path  to  the  left,  and  followed 
up  a  rivulet,  until  arriving  within  about  one  and 
a  half  miles  of  Graveyard  Hill.  Day  having  not 
yet  dawned,  a  halt  was  ordered,  to  await  suffi- 
cient light,  during  which  time  my  command  was 
ordered  to  "load."  I  had  previously  thrown 
out  well  to  the  front,  as  skirmishers,  Major  Pin- 
dall's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  to  which  com- 
mand was  attached  Captain  Biscoe's  company  of 
sharpshooters,  from  McRae's  brigade.  Taking 
advantage  of  this  halt,  I  particularly  instructed 
in  person  the  commandants  of  regiments  as  to 
the  plan  of  attack,  and  charged  them  that,  in  the 
event  if  any  of  their  division  should  become 
disordered  in  carrying  the  works,  they  should 
be  promptly  re-formed,  and,  as  the  orders  of  my 
superiors  extended  only  to  the  capture  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  that  no  further  movement  should 
be  made  without  orders.  I  deemed  this  precau- 
tion absolutely  necessary,  as  it  was  impossible 
for  either  myself  or  stafif  to  ride  over  the  rough 
ground  on  which  we  moved,  and  consequently 
orders  could  not  be  transmitted  with  the  usual 
rapidity. 

At  daylight  the  march  was  resumed,  and  in  a 


short  time  we  encountered  the  steep  ridges  and 
deep  ravines,  which  rendered  the  movement 
very  slow  and  fatiguing.  At  five  o'clock  A.  M., 
Major  Pindall  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  fortifications. 
Sharp  skirmishing  ensued,  and  finally  they  were 
driven  in.  I  ordered  the  column  to  form  divis- 
ions at  half  distance,  and  moved  steadily  forward 
in  that  order.  The  enemy  now  commenced 
throwing  shells  and  grape  upon  the  column, 
killing  and  wounding  about  twenty  men ;  but  no 
signs  of  disorder  or  fear  were  apparent — they 
moved  steadily  and  firmly  forward.  By  this 
time  Pindall's  sharpshooters  had  arrived  within 
musket  range  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  from 
behind  stumps  and  logs,  and  the  branches  of 
felled  trees,  were  delivering  an  effective  fire 
upon  the  gunners  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

Upon  arriving  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  line  of  rifle-pits,  I  again  halted  the  columns, 
to  allow  rest,  and  to  enable  Brigadier-General 
McRae  to  move  upon  my  left  and  take  position, 
as  previously  agreed  upon  between  that  officer 
and  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  com- 
bined assault  upon  the  works.  So  soon  as  it 
was  announced  to  me  that  he  was  in  position,  I 
ordered  the  "forward"  at  double-quick,  to  which 
officers  and  men  responded  with  alacrity.  Just 
at  this  moment  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  on  my 
right  flank  from  a  rifle-pit,  distant  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  ;  also  the  shell  and  grape 
from  Fort  Hindman  were  showered  down  upon 
the  column.  This  was  the  critical  moment.  I 
watched  with  an  anxious  eye  to  see  whether 
my  battalions  would  falter  or  break  under  this 
flank  attack,  but  they  moved  gallantly  on,  un- 
heeding the  murderous  missiles  now  being  hurled 
on  them  both  from  front  and  flank.  Turning 
my  attention  to  the  front,  the  head  of  the  two 
columns  (McRae's  and  mine)  were  beyond  the 
rifle-pits,  and  in  an  instant  White's  battle-flag, 
waving  over  the  works,  announced  that  Grave- 
yard Hill  was  won. 

Thirty  men  of  Tilden's  battery  having  been 
armed  and  sent  forward  with  Colonel  White's 
regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Less- 
neur,  for  the  purpose  of  working  the  enemy's 
guns,  upon  their  capture,  this  officer  immedi- 
ately took  them  in  charge,  but  finding  shot 
wedged  in  the  bore,  and  the  enemy  having 
taken  away  the  worms,  he  could  not  work  them. 
He  and  his  men  resumed*  their  muskets,  and 
fought  as  infantry  throughout  the  battle. 

As  previously  ordered,  the  commandants  of 
regiments  proceeded  to  restore  order  in  their 
commands,  wherever  confusion  had  occurred. 
Just  at  this  time  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding arrived  upon  the  hill,  and  gave  orders 
directly  to  one  of  my  Colonels  to  attack  and 
carry  the  fort  in  the  direction  of  the  townr  and 
he  proceeding  to  execute  the  order,  the  other 
commandants,  understanding  it  to  be  a  general 
movement  towards  the  town,  advanced  in  that 
direction,  some  portions  of  regiments  rushing 
into  town,  and  even  to  the  river's  bank.  All 
the  way  from  Graveyard  Hill  to  the  town,  and 
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through  it,  those  devoted  troops  were  exposed 
to  a  fatal  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  musketry.  It  was  here  that  my  loss  was  the 
heaviest ;  not  more  than  half  of  those  that  went 
in  that  direction  returned — the  remainder  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners. 

From  time  to  time  the  enemy  made  repeated 
assaults  on  Graveyard  Hill,  but  was  always  suc- 
cessfully repulsed.  Whilst  General  McRae  and 
myself  were  thus  holding  it  under  the  terrific 
etorm  of  bullets  hurled  upon  us,  both  from  the 
right  and  from  the  left,  he  suggested  that  if  I, 
with  my  command,  would  hold  the  position,  he 
would  assault  Fort  Hindman  in  the  rear,  which 
General  Fagan  was  then  engaging  in  front.  This 
arrangement  having  been  agreed  upon,  he  moved 
with  what  troops  he  had  at  his  disposal  to  the 
assault ;  but,  being  assailed  by  the  guns  from  the 
fort,  by  the  musketry  from  the  rifle-pits,  and  in 
flank  by  the  heavy  artillery  from  the  gunboat, 
he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  his  gallant  com- 
mand into  the  timber  for  shelter. 

During  these  operations  against  Fort  Hindman, 
the'  enemy  was  continually  shelling  my  position 
from  the  fort  upon  my  left,  and  repeatedly  ad- 
vanced against  me,  but  was  each  time  repulsed. 
General  Fagan  having  retired  from  the  assault 
upon  Fort  Hindman,  no  troops  were  now  upon 
the  field  except  my  own.  The  enemy  moved 
upon  me  in  front  and  upon  both  flanks,  and 
opened  a  furious  cross-fire  of  artillery  from  right 
and  left.  I  still  maintained  my  position,  driving 
back  the  enemy's  infantry  wherever  assaulted. 
At  a  quarter  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  received 
an  order  from  tho  Major-General  commanding 
to  "  retire."  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  com- 
mandants of  regiments  and  PindalTs  battalion  to 
withdraw  their  commands  in  good  order,  and 
fight  the  enemy  as  they  retired.  At  half-past 
ten  A.  M.,  I  withdrew  my  command  from  the 
field. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  report  the  heavy 
losses  in  brave  officers  and  men  that  my  brigade 
sustained  on  that  bloody  field.  The  following 
commissioned  officers  of  the  Ninth  regiment  fell 
killed  on  the  field :  Major  Sandford,  Captain 
Launius,  Lieutenant  Spencer.  The  following 
were  wounded  :  Colonel  White,  Adjutant 
Thomas,  Lieutenants  Kelly,  Essleman,  and  Kerr. 

In  PindalTs  battalion  were  wounded:  Cap- 
tains Cake  and  Phillips,  and  Lieutenant  Arm- 
strong. 

In  the  Eighth  regiment  were  killed  :  Lieuten- 
ants Foster  and  Farley.  Wounded :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Murray  ;  Captains  M'Rill,  Bradley  and 
Johnson  ;  Lieutenants  Pierce,  McBride,  Gibson, 
Dudley,  Good,  Stevens,  and  Weatherford. 

In  the  Seventh  regiment  were  killed :  Cap- 
tains Cocke  and  Perry.  Wounded  :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cumrnings ;  Adjutant  Waisburg,  Captain 
Gillett,  Stemmons,.  and  McGee ;  Lieutenants 
Austin,  Anderson,  Weims,  Wight,  Strong,  Wall, 
Finley,  West,  Gonce,  and  Bronaugh.  Colonel 
Lewis  captured. 

In  the  Tenth  regiment  were  wounded  :  Lieu- 
tenants Wright,  Baker,  and  Hanley. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  losses  in 
each  regiment,  battalion,  and  the  artillery  de- 
tachment : 

Seventh  regiment. . Killed 17 

Wounded 126 

Missing 54 — 197 

Eighth  regiment .. . .  Killed 14 

Wounded 82 

Missing 67—163 

Ninth  regiment Killed 7 

Wounded 53—  60 

Tenth  regiment Killed 11 

Wounded 41 

Missing 237—289 

Pindall's  sharps'trs  ..Killed 9 

Wounded 26 

Missing 8 —  43 

Artillery  detach't. . .  Killed 1 

Wounded 8 

Missing 3—12 

Total  loss 764 

RECAPITULATION. 

Killed 59 

Wounded 336 

Missing « 469 — 764 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  every  regiment,  bat- 
talion and  squad  of  my  brigade  was  actively 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that  each  sustain- 
ed its  proportionate  of  the  heavy  losses  above 
reported — Captain  Tilden's  battery  not  having 
been  taken  into  action,  it  being  impracticable  to 
do  so  on  account  of  obstructions  in  the  line  of 
march. 

While  the  country  will  long  mourn  the  loss 
of  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  fell  as  mar- 
tyrs to  our  cause,  the  historians  of  this  revolu- 
tion will  record  them  as  "  the  bravest  of  the 
brave."  For  their  gallant  comrades  who  lie 
now  disabled  from  their  wounds,  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  this  brigade  feel  the  deepest  solici- 
tude, and  cherish  the  hope  that  they  will  soon 
recover  and  return  to  their  commands,  to  give 
the  country  more  examples  of  unprecedented 
coolness  and  daring. 

To  mention  the  name  of  any  particular  officer 
or  soldier  as  having  distinguished  himself  for 
gallantry  above  his  fellows,  would  be  to  do  in- 
justice ;  for  the  brigade,  as  a  whole,  has  fully  sus- 
tained its  well-earned  reputation,  and  given  ad- 
ditional evidence  of  the  disinterested  devo- 
tion of  Missourians  to  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try— showing,  as  heretofore,  that  they  are 
always  among  the  first  in  the  breach,  and  the 
last  to  leave  it.  I  am  indebted  to  my  Aids, 
Captain  Edwards  and  Lieutenant  Chesnut  for 
the  prompt  and  untiring  energy  with-  which 
they  assisted  me  in  the  engagement.  Major 
Monroe,  my  brigade  Quartermaster,  and  Major 
Ruthven,  rny  brigade  Commissary,  deserve 
great  praise  for  the  activity  with  which  they 
discharged  the  duties  of  their  respective  de- 
partments. Chief  Surgeon  Bear,  with  the  regi- 


602 


REBELLION    EECORD,    1862-65. 


mental  surgeons  and  their  assistants,  were  on 
the  field,  and,  by  their  prompt  professional  at- 
tention to  the  wounded,  saved  many  valuable 
lives.  A  report  in  detail  of  the  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  will  be  forwarded  at  an  early  day 
to  the  proper  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  M.  PARSONS, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Official : 

THOMAS  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  A.  A.  G. 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  McRAE. 
HEADQUARTERS  McRAE's  BRIGADE,  July  14,  1863. 

Major  Thomas  L.  Snead,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Price's  Division  : 
MAJOR  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  of  my  brigade  in  the  assault  upon  the 
town  of  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  third  orders  were  issued  from  district 
headquarters  for  General  Parsons'  and  my  bri- 
gade to  assault  and  take  the  fort  upon 
Graveyard  Hill  at  daylight  upon  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth.  By  agreement,  General  Par- 
sons' brigade  was  to  move  in  front  until  he  got 
into  position,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  rush  past 
the  fortification,  by  way  of  the  ravine  south 
of  the  Graveyard  Hill,  and  then  charge  the  fort 
in  reverse.  As  soon  as  General  Parsons  was  in 
position,  my  brigade  was  to  move  to  the  left 
and  charge  the  works  in  front,  simultaneously 
with  the  assault  to  be  made  by  General  Parsons. 
The  evening  before  the  assault  General  Parsons 
and  myself  had  been  furnished  with  five  guides. 
We  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  night.  Three  of  these  guides  went  with 
General  Parsons.  I  also  sent  to  his  front  one 
company  of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of 
Captain  Biscoe,  of  Hart's  regiment — Captain  Bis- 
coe  being  familiar  with  the  country.  Before 
daylight  our  column  was  halted,  to  wait  until 
the  other  attacking  columns  were  in  position. 
After  forming  into  columns  of  divisions,  we 
again  moved  on.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  fire 
opened,  General  Parsons  sent  back  for  another 
guide,  those  sent  with  him  having  deserted  him. 
I  sent  one,  and  the  one  who  remained  with  me 
shortly  after  left.  At  this  time  we  were  upon 
the  ridges,  three  in  number,  each  having  a  fort 
upon  it  and  firing,  and  in  appearance  were  ex- 
actly alike.  Here  I  halted  for  a  short  time,  in 
doubt  as  to  the  route.  Finding  the  correct 
route,  we  pushed  on  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill 
to  where  the  timber  was  cleared  away  in  front 
of  the  rifle-pits,  and  then  crossed  to  the  north 
side  of  the  ridge,  and  moved  up  to  a  position 
that  I  thought  near  enough  to  make  a  charge  ; 
but  between  my  position  and  the  work  that  was 
to  be  carried,  there  was  a  pleep  ravine,  just  in 
front  of  the  fort.  As  soon  as  the  command  was 
massed  into  position,  a  general  rush  was  made 
into  the  fort,  and  the  works  were  carried.  This 
assault  was  made  from  the  north.  The  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  works  and  pursued  into 


the  verge  of  the  town.  About  this  time  General 
Parsons'  brigade  entered  into  the  fort,  he  hav- 
ing charged  about  the  same  time  as  my  brigade, 
thus  rendering  the  capture  of  the  position  cer- ' 
tain ;  for,  had  our  assault  failed,  he  would  have 
been  so  close  that  we  could  not  have  failed. 
Here  I  would  state  that,  while  moving  along  the 
north  side  of  Graveyard  Hill,  my  command  was 
exposed  not  only  to  the  fire  of  the  fort  and  rifle- 
pits  in  front,  but  also  to  the  fort  north  of  Grave- 
yard Hill,  which  fort  was  not  attacked,  and  to 
whose  fire  my  command  was  exposed.  While 
moving  along,  I  discovered  a  battery  of  field- 
pieces  were  being  moved  to  the  rear,  so  as  to 
completely  enfilade  my  command,  and  being  in 
point  blank  range  for  canister.  Before  marching 
I  had  armed  Captain  Marshall's  company  of  artil- 
lery with  muskets,  and  moved  it  along  in  rear  of 
my  column,  so  that  in  the  event  we  captured 
the  fort,  I  would  be  prepared  to  work  the  guns. 
I  now  was  compelled  to  use  this  company  as 
sharpshooters,  and  deployed  them,  ordering 
them  to  approach  as  close  as  possible  to  the 
battery  and  prevent  it  getting  into  position, 
which  they  accomplished  in  a  very  gallant  man- 
ner. As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried,  I  at 
once  returned  to  where  I  had  deployed  Mar- 
shall's company,  and  ordered  Captain  Marshall 
to  call  his  men  and  take  charge  of  the  guns  and 
work  them.  While  giving  these  orders  Lieu- 
tenant-General Holmes  rode  up  and  ordered  me 
at  once  to  the  assistance  of  General  Fagan,  who 
was  attacking  the  fort  upon  the  south  of  Grave- 
yard Hill.  I  at  once  went  to  the  fort  and  ordered 
my  officers  to  assemble  their  men ;  but,  before 
they  were  able  to  do  so,  General  Holmes  again,  in 
a  peremptory  manner,  ordered  me  to  the  assist- 
ance of  General  Fagan.  I  had  not  more  than 
two  hundred  men  with  me.  With  them  I 
charged  down  the  hill,  aiming  to  assault  the 
north  front  of  the  fort,  but  when  I  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  so 
withering  that,  with  the  force  I  had,  it  was  mad- 
ness to  attempt  to  scale  the  hill,  the  hollow  be- 
ing raked  by  artillery  situated  opposite  its 
mouth,  and  completely  enfiladed  with  rifle-pits, 
in  point  blank  range.  I  therefore  deployed  my 
men,  and  commenced  firing  upon  the  rifle-pits 
and  works,  which  were  being  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Fagan,  aiming  to  make  as  great  a  diversion 
as  possible. 

I  remained  here  until  I  was  informed  that  the 
enemy  had  retaken  the  works  on  Graveyard 
Hill,  when  I  sent  Captain  Cobbs,  of  Hart's  regi- 
ment, with  his  company,  to  General  Fagan,  and 
to  inform  him  that  I  was  unable  to  attack  the 
works  in  front,  being  now  exposed  to  fire  in 
rear,  as  well  as  flank.  I  crossed  over  the  nar- 
row ridge  in  front  of  the  fort  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Fagan,  and  the  fire  was  so  great  and  severe 
that  the  men  were  compelled  to  cross  this  ridge 
singly.  When  I  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  1 
discovered  General  Fagan's  men  in  a  rifle-pit  in 
front  of  the  main  works,  and  they  seemed  too 
few,  even  reinforced  with  what  men  I  had,  to 
accomplish  anything,  and  within  a  short  time  I 
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saw  them  rush  out  of  the  rifle-pits  into  a  deep 
gorge  immediately  in  their  rear.  Discovering 
the  enemy  moving  around  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
and,  fearing  that  I  would  be  surrounded,  I  re- 
treated into  the  ravine  between  the  two  forts 
attacked,  and  re-organized  what  command  I  had 
with  me,  and  then  moved  to  the  rear,  forcing 
eveiy  straggler  that  I  found  to  fall  into  the 
ranks.  The  first  field  officer  that  I  met  was 
Colonel  Hawthorne,  at  some  huts  where  some 
of  General  Fagan's  wounded  were,  and  in  a 
short  time  General  Fagan  came  up.  After  mov- 
ing a  short  distance  from  here  I  met  General 
Holmes. 

I  must  here  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  information  concerning  the  localities, 
strength  of  the  enemy,  &c.,  was  very  erroneous. 
The  ground  over  which  we  moved  was  almost 
entirely  impassable  ;  the  crest  of  the  hill  so 
narrow  that  it  would  have  been  murder  to  have 
attempted  to  have  assaulted  along  it ;  the  sides 
of  the  hill  full  of  gullies,  with  almost  perpen- 
dicular sides,  and  that  covered  with  fallen  tim- 
ber, so  placed  as  most  to  impede  an  approach  ; 
the  day  one  of  the  hottest ;  our  column  not 
only  exposed  to  a  storm  of  shell,  but  for  a  long 
way  (say  six  hundred  yards)  to  a  fire  of  canis- 
ter and  grape,  front  and  flank,  as  well  as  from 
sharp-shooters  from  rifle-pits,  which  were  placed 
by  the  enemy  to  protect  every  possible  ap- 
proach. 

Under  all  this,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my 
little  brigade  of  less  than  three  regiments,  and 
these  small,  moved  steadily,  without  faltering, 
upon  the  foe,  protected  by  fortifications  and 
artillery  ;  and  the  hill  up  which  the  final  rush 
was  made,  was  so  steep  and  slippery  that  it  was 
almost  impracticable.  For  all  that,  with  a  wild 
shout  they  rushed  up  it, .drove  the  concealed 
enemy  from  his  position,  arid  seized  his  works. 

I  am  happy  and  proud  to  state  that  the  offi- 
cers and  men  in  my  brigade  did  their  whole 
duty,  and  when  all  did  so  well  a  distinction  is 
difficult.  As  for  my  field  officers — that  they  did 
their  duty,  it  needs  but  to  state  that,  of  nine 
who  went  into  the  battle,  six  were  wounded, 
two  mortally. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Colonel  Hart,  who  led  his  men  to  the  assault, 
and,  when  in  the  fort,  seized  one  of  the  enemy's 
guns  and  fired  it  against  them. 

Here  also  fell  mortally  wounded  Lieutenant 
W.  F.  Rector,  Adjutant  of  Hart's  regiment, 
whose  gallantry  and  undaunted  bravery  sig- 
nally distinguished  him  in  the  assault. 

Major  Davie,  gallantly  leading  his  men,  fell 
shot  through  the  thigh  in  front  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Robinson,  acting  Major,  fell  mortally 
wounded  in  front  of  his  men. 

There  also  fell  mortally  wounded  the  brave, 
the  zealous  Major  Martin,  of  Hart's  regiment,  as 
also  Major  Stephenson,  of  Gauses  regiment. 
There  also  fell  Captain  Garland,  of  Glenn's  regi- 
ment ;  Lieutenant  Eppes,  of  Gause's  regiment, 
than  whom  a  better  man  or  braver  soldier  has 
not  offered  up  his  life  during  the  war. 


Colonels  Glenn  and  Gause  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onels Rogan  and  Hicks  deserve  special  mention 
for  the  cool  and  daring  manner  in  which  they 
led  their  men. 

Lieutenant  Crabtree,  of  Green's  regiment,  dis- 
played the  greatest  intrepidity. 

Sergeant  Champ,  Company  A,  of  Hart's  regi- 
ment, deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  gallantry, 
rushing  in  advance  of  his  regiment  in  the 
charge. 

Color-Sergeant  Garland,  of  Glenn's  regiment, 
also  deserves  special  mention.  He  advanced 
his  regimental  colors  to  the  front,  and  main- 
tained his  position  through  the  assault,  his 
colors  being  torn  into  ribbons. 

My  thanks  are  due  my  staff  for  efficient  aid 
rendered  me  during  the  action,  especially  to 
Lieutenant  John  McKoy,  my  A.  A.  I.  G. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  I  left  the  field 
without  orders.  Having  been  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Holmes  to  the  part  of  the  field  upon  which 
General  Fagan's  brigade  fought,  I  was  unable  to 
communicate  with  Major-General  Price,  but 
when  he  left  all  effort  upon  our  part  had  ceased. 
My  loss  is  as  follows :  Killed,  forty-six ;  wound- 
ed, one  hundred  and  sixty-eight ;  missing,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three ;  total,  three  hundred 
and  forty-seven.  For  further  particulars  refer- 
ence is  made  to  list,  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

Respectfully, 

D.  McRAE, 

Brigadier-General 
Official : 

THOMAS  L.  SNEAD, 

Major  and  A.  A.  G. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  FAGAN. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  &c 
CAMP  AT  SEARCT,  ARKANSAS, 

July  21,  1863. 

Major  W.  B.  Blair,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Head- 
quarters District  of  Arkansas,  &c. : 
MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows 
in  regard  to  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the 
attack  on  Helena,  upon  the  fourth  instant : 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  instant,  at  dark, 
I  ordered  Colonel  Brooks,  with  his  regiment,  one 
section  of  Etter's  battery  of  light  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  John  C.  Arnett,  and  three 
companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain 
Densen,  to  move  to  the  front  in  support  of  the 
cavalry,  then  within  three  miles  of  the  town  ol 
Helena.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  with 
the  three  remaining  regiments,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Colonels  King,  Hawthorne  and 
Bell,  and  Blocker's  battery  of  light  artillery, 
commanded  by  Captain  W.  D.  Bloeker,  I  moved 
forward  on  the  road  towards  Helena.  On  join- 
ing Colonel  Brooks,  where  the  old  hill  road 
leaves  the  Little  Rock  road,  I  ordered  him  to 
advance  at  once  with  his  command,  on  the  latter 
road,  to  attract  and  engage  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  south  of  the  town,  and  hold  his  forces  in 
the  rifle-pits  on  the  river.  At  the  same  time,  I 
ordered  Colonel  Hawthorne,  whose  regiment 
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was  in  advance,  to  lead  the  brigade  forward  on 
the  hill  road.  This  was  promptly  complied 
with,  and  the  brigade  moved  on  without  inter- 
ruption, until  within  one  mile  of  the  outer  works 
of  the  enemy.  At  this  point,  the  road  was  com- 
pletely filled  with  felled  timber,  the  largest  forest 
growth  intermingling  and  overlapping  its  whole 
length,  whilst  on  either  side  precipitous  and  im- 
passable ravines  were  found  running  up  even  to 
the  very  intrenchments  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  to  move  my  artillery  or  am- 
munition train  along  this  road ;  the  obstacles 
were  so  great,  indeed,  that  I  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  directing  every  officer  of  my  command 
to  dismount,  and  proceed  on  foot — a  dire  neces- 
sity, which  subsequent  events  gave  occasion 
seriously  to  deplore.  After  crawling  through 
the  interstices  of  the  closely  jutting  limbs  and 
boughs,  and  climbing  over  the  thickly  matted 
timber,  for  one  mile,  my  line  of  skirmishers,  who 
had  been  ordered  by  me  not  to  fire,  came  within 
sight  of  the  enemy.  I  went  to  the  front,  and 
could  plainly  see  that  the  enemy  was  on  the 
alert,  and  evidently  expecting  and  awaiting  an 
attack.  The  order  of  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  was  to  assault  the  fortifications 
with  the  several  attacking  columns,  precisely  at 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth.  Not 
having  been  apprised  of  the  obstructions  in  the 
road,  I  made  no  arrangements  to  remove  them. 
The  limited  time  to  daylight  would  not  allow  of 
an  attempt  even  to  take  my  artillery  along.  It 
was  ordered  to  remain  in  the  road,  where  the 
obstructions  were  first  met  with.  To  conform 
to  orders,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  move  with 
the  utmost  celerity.  Freeing  myself  of  every- 
thing except  my  column  of  infantry,  I  pushed 
forward  with  all  the  haste  in  my  power. 

At  daylight  I  reached  and  attacked  the  enemy 
in  his  works.  Colonel  Hawthorne  being  in  ad- 
vance, was  hurried  rapidly  into  line  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  which  led  directly  up  to  the  fort  on 
Hindman's  Hill.  He  at  once  engaged  the  enemy, 
who  occupied  their  extreme  or  outer  line  of 
rifle-pits.  Bell's  regiment  emerged  next  from 
the  confused  mass  of  felled  timber,  and  coming 
up  was  also  double-quicked  into  line  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  engaging  as  they  came  into  position 
the  intrenched  forces  of  the  enemy,  over  against 
them.  King's  regiment  brought  up  the  rear. 
He  rapidly  threw  his  men  into  position,  and1  was 
ordered  by  me  immediately  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Hawthorne.  My  entire  force  was  now 
engaged.  The  assault  upon  the  rifle-pits  was 
made  from  both  the  right  and  left  of  the  road. 
Never  did  men  behave  with  greater  steadiness 
and  gallantry  than  did  the  troops  of  those  three 
regiments.  Over  the  heavy  timber,  the  deep 
gorges,  and  the  precipitous  banks,  they  moved. 
Over  opposite  to  them  ran  the  long  line  of  forti- 
fications, towards  which  they  moved  with  eager, 
anxious  steps.  Cowering  behind  their  strong 
works,  the  enemy  beheld  their  advance  with 
consternation.  Still  oa  they  moved,  unhesitat- 
ingly, amid  the  "  leaden  rain  and  iron  hail."  The 
gorge  is  passed,  the  ascent  of  the  steep  acclivity 


is  nearly  gained,  the  red  line  of  rifle-pits  looms 
up  clearly  amid  the  uncertain  light  and  haze  of 
dawn.     With  a  shout  of  triumph  they  rush  to- 
wards it,  and  the  enemy  are  driven  pell-mell 
from  one  row  of  the  rifle-pits  to  another.     Up  to 
this  time  there  had  been  no  attack  at  any  other 
point.    Daybreak  had  come  and  gone,  and  still 
the  guns  of  my  brigade  and  those  of  the  enemy 
were  the  only  ones  that  interrupted  the  stillness 
of  the  morning.     Owing  to  this  my  brigade  was 
exposed  to  a  constant  and  galling  enfilading  fire 
from  the  works  on  Graveyard  Hill.    This  ex- 
posure, combined  with  the  close  and  constant 
fire  in  our  front,  was  most  trying  to  the  men. 
Their  numbers  were  being  rapidly  decimated, 
not  only  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  by  ex- 
treme exhaustion,  occasioned  by  their  scaling 
the  steepest  of  hills,  made  almost  impassable  by 
quantities  of  timber  cut  down,  which  was  of 
itself  an  almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  our 
advance.    We  reached  and  took  possession  of 
the  fourth  tier  of  rifle-pits.    Now  it  was  that 
the  column  commanded  by  Major-General  Price 
(Parsons'  and  McRae/s  brigades),  charged  the 
works  on  Graveyard  Hill,  gallantly  driving  the 
enemy  before  them,  and  taking  possession  of 
their  fortifications  and  artillery.  There  remained 
yet  one  row  of  intrenchments  between  my  bri- 
gade and  the  fort  on  Hindman's  Hill.    I  ordered 
a  charge.   My  men,  though  thoroughly  exhausted 
and  worn,  answered  with  a  shout,  and  sprang 
forward  most  gallantly.    This  being  the  inner 
and  last  line  of  works  between  us  and  the  ene- 
my, of  course  was  defended  with  great  stub- 
bornness.   It  was  of  no  avail.    My  men  sprang 
forward  bravely  and  defiantly,  and,  after  a  severe 
contest,  succeeded  in  driving  out  the  enemy, 
who  fled,  crowding  back  into  the  frowning  fort, 
and  under  cover  of  its  heavy  guns.     The  fort 
yet  remains  to  be  taken.    Of  all  the  many  obsta- 
cles and  threatening  fortifications  that  opposed 
our  advance  that  morn,  there  only  remained  the 
fort.    All  other  obstacles,  natural  and  artificial, 
had  been  overcome — rugged  and  almost  impass- 
able ravines — the  steepest  and  most  broken  hill- 
sides, abatis,  and  line  after  line  of  breastworks, 
bad  been  passed  and  left  behind.     Before  us 
there  only  remained  the  fort,  and  the  plain  on 
which  it  was  built.     Notwithstanding  the  re- 
duced condition  of  my  command  and  the  ex- 
haustion of  those  yet  remaining,  I  ordered   a 
charge  upon  the  fort.     My  Colonels,  King.  Haw- 
thorne, and  Bell,  did   all  in  their  power    to 
encourage  the  men  to  the  attack.     The  effort 
was  made,  but  the  prostrate. condition  of  my 
command  prevented  success,  and  after  losing  in 
the  attempt  several  gallant  officers  and  many 
brave  men,  I  formed  again  in  rear  of  the  inner 
.ine  of  rifle-pits,  whilst  the  guns  of  the  fort  con- 
tinued to  pour 'forth  a  furious  fire. 

It  was  now  verging  on  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
day.  More  than  three  hours  before,  the  guns  on 
Graveyard  Hill  had  been  taken  by  our  friends, 
and  there  seemed  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their 
victorious  march.  Eagerly  did  we  look  to  see 
their  column  coming  to  our  aid,  and  at  first  with 
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the  most  undoubting  hope  and  confidence,  but 
less  confidently  as  hour  after  hour  wore  on,  and 
still  they  made  not  their  appearance.  Time 
wore  on,  the  pleasant  morning  deepened  into 
the  sultriest  and  hottest  of  days.  The  thinned 
ranks  of  my  regiments  became  thinner  and  thin- 
ner each  'moment.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  (not 
more  than  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  distant)  were  telling  sadly  against  us, 
•whilst  the  heat,  the  want  of  water,  and  the  toil, 
were  no  mean  auxiliaries.  Still,  the  brave  men 
left  stood  manfully  up  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  At  this  time,  written  orders  were  re- 
ceived from  Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  direct- 
ing that  I  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  field, 
and  fall  back  to  Allan  Folk's  (six  miles  in  the 
rear).  We  retired  from  the  field,  and  fell  back 
slowly  to  that  point.  It  was  in  the  last  assault 
upon,  the  fort  that  Major  Cocke,  of  Hawthorne's 
regiment,  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  shoul- 
der. I  would  make  especial  mention  of  this 
brave  and  accomplished  officer — his  daring  was 
conspicuous  throughout  the  engagement. 

Here,  also,  the  much  beloved  Captain  Walton 
Watkins,  whilst  most  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
pany over  the  enemy's  works,  fell.  It  has  never 
been  my  lot  to  witness  more  gallantry  and  more 
determined  courage  than  displayed  by  this 
young  officer  on  that  day.  We  mourn  the  loss 
of  other  brave  and  true  officers  who  fell  during 
the  engagement. 

Of  the  conduct  of  my  Colonels,  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  said.  Brooks,  King,  Hawthorne, 
and  Bell,  each  and  every  one,  did  his"  whole 
duty.  Brooks'  command  being  on  the  lower 
road,  was  not  immediately  under  my  eye,  but  of 
the  part  taken  by  him  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  his  report.  He  succeeded  entirely  in  carry- 
ing out  the  orders  he  received  to  the  letter. 
His  report  will  show  the  number  of  prisoners 
captured  by  him,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty taken  and  brought  from  the  field,  or 
destroyed. 

The  position  assigned  to  Colonel  King  threw 
him  perhaps  on  that  ground  most  difficult  of 
all  to  get  over.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  deter- 
mined character  of  this  brave  young  Colonel, 
his  regiment,  perhaps,  would  not^have  been  ad- 
vanced over  all  the  difficulties  helmet  with. 

Major  Dillard  and  Adjutant  Bourne,  of  same 
regiment  (King's),  deserve  much  praise  for  the 
assistance  they  rendered  Colonel  King. . 

Colonel  Hawthorne  was  constantly  at  the 
front,  cheering  his  men  on  from  one  success  to 
another.  When  Borders  came  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Holmes  to  abandon  the  field,  Colonel 
Hawthorne  remained  with  a  small  number  of 
his  men,  engaging  the  enemy,  until  the  last  of 
the  army  had  left  the  field,  and  retired  beyond 
the  high  hills  which  lay  between  them  and 
danger. 

Colonel  Bell  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson, 
same  regiment,  with  a  large  number  of  his  offi- 
cers and  over  one  hundred  of  his  men,  were 
captured  by  the  enemy,  in  an  attempt  to  enter 


the  fort  from  the  south  side.  The  loss  of  Col- 
onel Bell  is  a  serious  one  to  us.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished 
gallantry  and  daring. 

Major  Blackwell  (Bell's  regiment)  was  in- 
trusted by  me  with  an  important  part  on  the 
field,  and  is  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  the  suc- 
cessful manner  in  which  he  performed  it. 

Major  B.  T.  Duval,  Quartermaster  on  my  staff, 
is  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  his  constant  atten- 
tion to  every  duty  on  the  march  from  Little- 
Rock.  He  was  with  me  on  the  field,  and,  by  his 
coolness  and  good  judgment,  was  enabled  to 
render  me  important  assistance  up  to  the  time 
of  the  withdrawal  of  my  troops  from  the  field. 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  brigade,  was,  as  usual,  at  his 
post.  The  conduct  of  this  young  officer  has 
often  before  won  for  him  "  honorable  mention." 
On  this  field,  he  was  constantly  with,  and  cheer- 
ing the  troops  forward.  His  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry justify  especial  mention. 

My  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  Albert  Belding,  al- 
ways eager  to  discharge  every  duty,  was  sent, 
by  me  at  daylight,  with  important  orders  to  Col- 
onel Brooks,  some  distance  from  me  on  my 
right.  I  was  consequently  deprived  of  the  valu- 
able assistance  his  quickness  and  daring  so  well 
qualify  him  to  render  on  the  field. 

Captain  John  B.  Howell,  my  Ordnance  Officer, 
was  ordered  to  remain  constantly  with  his  am- 
munition train,  which,  as  above  stated,  had  to  be 
left  in  the  rear.  This  deprived  me  of  the  im- 
mediate services  of  this  gallant  officer. 

The  officers  of  my  staff,  Major  B.  F.  Fall,  bri- 
gade Commissary  ;  Mr.  James  H.  Tucker  volun- 
teer Aid-de-Camp,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Paul,  acting  In- 
spector-General, are  all  entitled  to  my  thanks 
for  the  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  en- 
gagement. 

The  aggregate  force  engaged  against  Fort 
Hindman  and  the  defences  in  front  of  it,  was 
thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

I  have,  Major,  the  honor  to  be, 
With  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  F.  FAGAN, 

Br  igad  ier-General. 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  KING. 

HEADQUARTERS  KING'S  REGIMENT  ARKANSAS  INFANTRY,  > 
CAMP  AT  SEARCT,  July  22,  1863.     j 

Captain  Wyatt  C.  Thomas: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the 
late  battle  fought  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  in- 
stant : 

On  the  night  of  the  third  instant  I  took  up 
the  line  of  inarch  at  eleven  o'clock,  taking  the 
road  leading  to  Helena ;  and  when  within  about 
ten  miles  of  that  place,  I,  with  Colonels  Haw- 
thorne and  Bell,  led  by  General  Fagan,  took  the 
road  leading  into  town  by  the  way  of  Hindman 
Hill.  When  arriving  within  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  of  the  hill,  we  found  the  road  so 
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blockaded  by  fallen  timber  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  anything  but  infantry  to  pass,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  the  men  could  get 
through  it  at  all.  By  the  time  I  got  my  regi- 
ment to  the  open  road,  skirmishing  commenced 
by  Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  was  moving  in 
front.  I  immediately  moved  my  regiment  up  at 
a  double-quick,  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action 
about  daylight.  I  was  immediately  ordered  by 
General  Fagan  to  take  position  on  the  right  of 
Colonel  Hawthorne,  who  had  formed  line  of 
battle,  and  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in 
the  rifle-pits,  which  were  immediately  in  front 
of  us.  I  moved  my  regiment  as  ordered,  taking 
position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  overlooking  the 
town,  where  I  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from 
the  enemy's  rifle-pits  or  breastworks,  which 
were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  front 
of  us.  By  the  time  I  got  my  men  well  up  and 
in  line,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Fagan 
to  charge  the  works  in  front  of  me,  which  I  did  ; 
but,  as  you  yourself  know,  the  ground  was  so 
very  rough  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  rap- 
idly. After  scrambling  over  and  under  the 
fallen  timber,  across  a  ravine,  that  I  would  at 
any  other  time,  or  under  any  other  circum- 
stances, have  considered  impossible  to  make  my 
way  through,  and  at  last  up  the  side  of  a  hill 
that  was  so  steep  that  the  men  had  to  pull  them- 
selves up  by  the  bushes,  we  reached  the  first 
line  of  breastworks,  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
Here  we  were  met  with  a  terrific  fire,  not  only 
from  the  inner  line  of  works  and  an  enfilading 
fire  from  our  left,  but  from  the  fort  on  the  hill 
in  front  of  us,  near  Hindman's  hoifse,  which 
was  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  from  us, 
and  also  from  the  battery  on  what  is  known  as 
Graveyard  Hill. 

In  this  position  we  kept  up  a  heavy  fire,  mov- 
ing forward  from  one  line  of  works  to  another, 
until  we  reached  the  inner  line  of  the  enemy, 
taking  refuge  in  their  forts.  I  then  received  an 
order  from  General  Fagan  to  send  a  small  force 
round  to  the  right  of  my  position,  to  see  that 
the  enemy  did  not  flank  us ;  also,  to  move  my 
regiment  to  the  left,  where  I  found  Colonel 
Hawthorne,  with  his  regiment  and  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Bell's,  behind  the  last  line  of  works, 
which  was  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the 
first  line.  Here  it  was  we  found  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  our  men  to  go  further.  Many  of 
them  had  been  left  so  exhausted  that  they  could 
not  go  on. 

While  in  this  situation,  General  Fagan  order- 
ed me  to  take  the  fort,  but  the  men  were  so  ex- 
hausted that  most  of  them  were  unfit  for  further 
service. 

We  remained  behind  the  breastworks,  keep- 
ing up  a  steady  fire  at  the  fort,  until  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M.,  at  which  time  we  were  ordered  off 
the  field. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  most  of  my 
officers  and  men  throughout  the  fight,  particu- 
larly of  the  gallant  Major  Dillard  and  Adjutant 
Bourne,  who  were  in  every  charge,  and  cheering 
the  men  on  at  all  times. 


My  loss  was  as  follows  :  twelve  killed,  forty- 
six  wounded,  and  twenty  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  KING, 

Colonel,  commanding  Regiment, 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BROOKS. 

HEADQUARTERS  BROOKS'  REGIMSOT,  1 

CAMP  NEAR  COTTON  PLANT,  July  10, 1863.  J 

Captain  Wyatl  C.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  Second  Brigade : 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the 
engagement  of  the  fourth  instant  at  Helena : 

At  dusk  on  the  third,  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions from  Brigadier-General  Fagan,  I  moved 
forward  with  my  regiment  and  one  section  of 
Etter's  light  artillery,  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Arnett 
commanding,  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry,  then 
within  three  miles  of  the  enemy. 

At  half-past  one  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth,  I  received  orders  from  Brigadier- 
General  Fagan,  to  advance  on  the  Little  Rock 
road  with  my  regiment,  Captains  Denson's,  Mil- 
ler's and companies  of  cavalry,  and  the 

section  of  artillery ;  make  a  feint  on  the  south 
of  Helena  ;  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction,  hold  the  force  in  the  rifle-pits 
south  of  the  town,  and  operate  otherwise  as  I 
could. 

Before  reaching  Beech  Grove,  I  withdrew  the 
cavalry  advance,  and  deploying  skirmishers,  met 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  pickets  at  day- 
break. A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  three 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  six  captured.  The 
company  of  cavalry  in  position  on  the  right  of 
the  line  of  skirmishers  received  a  fire  which 
killed  three  horses.  Moving  forward  to  the  ne- 
gro quarters,  I  found  them  abandoned,  the  occu- 
pants having  fled  to  the  town  at  the  first  alarm. 
Eight  negroes  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  rear. 
Shortly  afterwards  I  reached  the  hill  at  the 
Clements  House,  and  placed  my  command  in 
position,  advanced  skirmishers  well  to  the  front 
and  right,  extending  nearly  to  the  river.  The 
enemy  soon  opened  with  a  rifled  battery  from 
the  left  of'  the  rifle-pits  next  to  the  levee,  but 
without  doing  any  injury.  Immediately  the 
gunboat  commenced  firing,  one  shell  exploded 
in  Captain  Denson's  company,  wounding  three 
men,  and  killing  three  horses.  Captain  Blocker 
reported  to  me  with  his  battery,  but  a  position 
for  it  could  not  be  obtained.  I  moved  Etter's 
section  to  the  hill,  and  upon  gaining  the  sum- 
mit it  was  found  impracticable  to  use  but  one 
piece.  This  opened  briskly,  drawing  a  terrific 
fire  from  the  battery  and  gunboat,  and  after  ex- 
pending thirteen  rounds  Lieutenant  Arnett  was 
compelled  to  withdraw.  About  eleven  o'clock, 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Delony  upon  the  hill 
with  the  gun.  The  range  of  the  enemy's  guns 
was  so  accurate,  and  the  fire  so  furious,  that  he 
retired  after  firing  eight  rounds.  The  force  in 
front  and  on  the  right  was  fully  three  times  as 
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large  as  mine.  An  advance  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  the  rifle-pits  would  have  subjected  my  small 
command  to  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Curtis,  a 
light  battery  in  the  rear  of  the  works,  an  en- 
filading fire  from  the  rifled  battery,  and  an  attack 
in  flank  and  rear  from  the  levee.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  deemed  it  best  to  hold  that 
force  of  the  enemy  in  check,  and  prevent  him 
from  reinforcing  his  most  important  points  of 
defence,  and  by  the  use  of  a  six-pounder  (not 
being  able  to  bring  more  than  one  piece  into 
position)  divert  as  much  as  possible,  the  fire  of 
the"  battery  and  gunboat  from  the  attacking 
columns.  In  this  I  was  entirely  successful. 

At  twelve  o'clock  M..  I  received  orders  from 
Brigadier-General  Fagan  to  retire,  and,  subse- 
quently, instructions  from  LieutenankG-eneral 
Holmes  to  halt  at  a  designated  position,  as  the 
rear  guard  of  the  army.  By  my  direction,  Cap- 
tain Benson's  company  applied  the  torch  to  the 
negro  quarters,  which  were  consumed,  together 
with  five  thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  fifteen  hun- 
dred bushels  of  corn,  and  a  quantity  of  commis- 
sary stores  and  clothing. 

During  the  entire  morning  the  demonstrations 
of  the  enemy  behind  the  levee  were  of  a  threat- 
ening character.  Captain  Denson,  commanding 
cavalry  detachment,  rendered  efficient  service 
in  counteracting  his  movements  and  protecting 

my  right  flank. ,  of  his  company, 

distinguished  himself  in  the  capture  of  three 
prisoners. 

I  brought  off  nine  prisoners,  eight  negroes, 
five  mules,  one  horse  and  equipments,  one  am- 
bulance and  team,  and  a  small  lot  of  clothing  and 
canteens. 

Companies  B  and  K  (skirmishers),  commanded 
respectively  by  Captains  F.  R.  Earle  and  Arkan- 
sas Wilson,  deserve  especial  mention  for  the 
steadiness  with  which  they  advanced,  drove  the 
enemy  before  them,  and  maintained  their  posi- 
tions under  a  heavy  artillery  fire. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gunter  and  Major  Petti- 
grew  were  constantly  at  their  posts  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

The  only  casualty  in  my  regiment  was  private 
A.  C.  Peck,  Company  B,  severely  wounded  in 
the  chest. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BROOKS, 

Colonel,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  BELL'S  REGIMENT. 

CAMP  BAYOU  DEVIEW,  July  10,1863. 

Captain  Thomas: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Bell's  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement of  the  fourth  instant  at  Helena.  We 
moved  for  half  a  mile  at  double-quick,  passing 
through  brush  and  logs,  with  which  the  road 
was  blockaded,  and  approached  in  view  of  He- 
lena at  half-past  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  taking  our 
position  on  Colonel  Hawthorne's  left  in  line  of 
battle,  and  commenced  firing  on  the  enemy  in 


front.  The  enemy  threatened  to  flank  us  on  the 
left,  when  Captains  Hurley's  and  Donaldson's 
companies  were  detached  arid  thrown  out  to  en- 
gage him,  under  my  command,  to  protect  our 
left  flank.  The  regiment  then  advanced  over  the 
first  hill.  Here  Captains  Pleasants  and  Smith 
were  wounded,  and  many  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  ground  at  this  point  was  almost  im- 
passable, and  the  whole  road  and  deep  ravine 
full  of  timber,  over  which  I  scattered  my  men, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  keep  in  line ;  but  we 
succeeded  in  getting  through,  after  remaining 
in  the  timber  and  hollows  nearly  two  hours  un- 
der a  heavy  fire,  and  made  a  charge,  when,  the 
enemy  giving  way,  we  entered  the  rifle-pits. 
Here  many  of  our  men  fell,  perfectly  exhausted, 
from  over-heat. 

At  this  point  the  firing  ceased  on  our  left,  in- 
dicating that  our  forces  had  been  called  off.  The 
enemy,  seeing  our  condition,  rushed  upon  and 
surrounded  us,  and  compelled  many  of  our  offi- 
cers and  men  to  surrender. 

The  detachment  under  my  command  advanced 
over  two  ravines  and  'up  the  hill  fronting  and 
nearest  to  the  intrenchments  and  fort,  about 
three  hundred  paces  distant,  which  position  we 
held  about  two  hours,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire 
until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

About  that  time  Colonel  Hawthorne,  on  our 
right,  ordered  a  charge  on  the  intrenchments. 
I  called  on  my  men  to  join  in  the  charge,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Captain  Donaldson  and 
part  of  his  company,  followed,  and  in  about 
twenty  minutes  we  reached  the  intrenchments, 
where  I  remained,  awaiting  ammunition,  which 
I  had  sent  for,  until  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back. 

My  men,  with  few  exceptions,  acted  well.  I 
will  mention  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  of 
Company  B,  Lieutenant  Thompson,  Sergeant 
Lowry,  and  private  Dance,  of  Company  A,  as 
acting  with  marked  bravery.  The  loss  of  the 
detachment  was  two  killed,  six  wounded,  and 
thirty  missing.  The  regiment  entered  the  fight 
with  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  ;  the  entire  loss  was  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  above  as  my  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  Bell's  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement of ;  the  fourth  instant  at  Helena. 
T.  H.  BLACKNALL, 

Major,  commanding  Bell's  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HAWTHORNE. 

HEADQUARTERS  HAWTHORNE'S  REGIMENT,") 

CAMP  NEAR  BAYOU  DEVIEW,          > 

July  9, 1863.     ) 

Captain  W.  C.  Tliomas,  A.  A.  General: 

SIR:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade 
headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  my  regiment  took 
in  the  action  at  Helena,  on  the  fourth  instant : 

At  eleven  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  night  of  the 
third,  we  left  our  encampment,  six  miles  from 
Helena,  and  marched  to  take  up  our  positions  in 
front  of  the  intrenchments,  my  regiment  being 
in  the  advance.  The  road  over  which  we 
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passed  (known  as  the  Hfll  road,  from  Little 
Rock  to  Helena)  was  extremely  rugged,  and  it 
not  without  considerable  difficulty,  and 


was 

great  fatigue  to  the  men,  that  we  succeeded  in 
getting  within  one  mile  of  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments.  At  this  point  I  found  the  road  blockaded 
with  fallen  timber  to  such  an  extent,  that  I  halted 
the  brigade,  of  which  I  was  temporarily  in  com- 
mand, sent  Captain  Millar's  company,  which  had 
been  in  advance,  to  the  rear,  and  sent  forward 
Captain  P.  G.  Roper's  company  (A),  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  General  Fagan  now  arrived  at  the 
head  of  the  column,  and  ordering  all  the  field 
and  staff  officers  to  dismount,  we  moved  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible  towards  the  intrench- 
ments — the  skirmishers  deployed  on  either  side 
of  the  road,  keeping  well  in  advance  of  the, 
main  body.  At  five  minutes  past  four  o'clock  A. 
M.,  my  skirmishers  reported  the  enemy  in  sight. 
By  order  of  General  Fagan  I  moved  my  regi- 
ment in  double-quick  by  the  right  flank,  along 
the  crest  of  a  hill  running  at  right  angles  with 
the  road,  and  parallel  with  the  enemy's^  first  line 
of  intrenchments ;  and,  "without  halting,  so  soon 
as  my  left  had  passed  the  road  I  moved  by  the 
left  flank  in  line  of  battle  towards  the  enemy. 
Without  waiting  for  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  to  form,  I  gave  the  order  to  charge, 
which  was  responded  to  by  loud  shouts  along 
my  entire  line.  The  men  dashed  down  the 
steep  declivity  amid  a  perfect  storm  of  bullets, 
climbed  step  by  step  over  vast  piles  of  fallen 
timber,  up  the  rugged  sides  of  almost  perpen- 
dicular hills,  and  finally,  after  unheard-of  toil 
and  fatigue,  scaled  the  opposing  height  and 
drove  the  enemy  in  consternation  from  their 
first  line  of  defences.  Here  I  waited  to  recruit 
my  men,  whose  strength  was  very  much  ex- 
hausted, and  to  give  Colonel  Bell  time  to  form 
his  regiment  and  move  up  on  my  left.  As  soon 
as  Colonel  Bell  informed  me  that  he  was  ready, 
our  two  regiments  moved  forward  together,  and 
after  encountering  and  overcoming  obstacles 
similar  to  and  even  greater  than  those  in  front 
of  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  drove  the  enemy 
out  and  took  possession  of  their  second  line. 
Colonel  King  had,  by  order  of  General  Fagan, 
under  a  heavy  and  constant  fire,  and  after  almost 
superhuman  exertions,  placed  his*regiment  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  beyond  my  extreme 
right,  partly  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  third  line  of 
intrenchments,  and  nearly  at  right  angles  with  • 
the  position  occupied  by  Colonel  Bell's  regiment 
and  mine.  I  sent  a  courier  to  communicate  with 
him,  who  returned  with  the  gratifying  intelli- 
gence that  his  regiment  was  in  position,  and 
was  ready  and  anxious  to  charge  the  enemy. 
The  three  regiments  now  moved  forward  with 
a  shout,  and,  notwithstanding  the  steep  hill- 
sides, covered  with  immense  masses  of  fallen 
timber,  up  and  over  which  we  had  to  climb, 
and  notwithstanding  the  perfect  hail-storm  of 
bullets  which  assailed  us  at  every  step,  we  soon 
drove  the  enemy  out  of  his  third  line  of  defence. 
We  soon  rallied  our  exhausted  troops,  re-formed 
our  broken  lines,  and  again  charged  the  enemy, 


driving  him  from  his  fourth  line  of  intrench- 
ments. It  was  now  about  seven  o'clock  A.  M. 
My  regiment  had  been  hotly  engaged  for  nearly 
three  hours.  The  men  were  completely  ex- 
hausted. Numbers  had  fainted  from  excessive 
heat  and  fatigue.  Many  had  been  killed  and 
wounded,  and  a  large  majority  in  each  of  our 
three  regiments  were  utterly  unable  to  fight  any 
longer.  We  began  to  be  discouraged.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  action  we  had 
been  listening  for  the  guns  of  Generals  Price, 
Marmaduke,  and  Walker,  but  thus  far  we  had 
listened  in  vain.  Every  brigade  except  ours 
had  failed  to  attack  at  daylight,  as  ordered. 
Even  the  very  guns  on  Graveyard  Hill  were 
wheeled  around  and  directed  against  our  lines, 
which  they  swept  again  and  again  from  one  end 
to  the  other  with  grape  and  canister. 

Just  at  this  moment  the  scene  changed. 
Heavy  and  rapid  volleys  of  musketry  were 
heard  on  our  left.  General  Fagan  announced 
to  u,s  that  our  friends  were  storming  Graveyard 
Hill,  and  ordered  us  to  move  forward  at  pnce. 
Our  men  responded  with  a  shout,  dashed  down 
into  the  deep  ravine,  climbed  the  steep  sides  of 
the  opposite  hill,  and  just  as  the  noble  brigades 
of  Parsons  and  McRae  swept  in  triumph  across 
the  face  of  Graveyard  Hill,  drove  the  enemy  from 
his  fifth  and  last  line  of  rifle-pits  back  to  his 
forts,  and  under  cover  of  his  siege  guns.  An 
attempt  was  now  made  by  General  Fagan  to 
capture  the  fort  on  Hindman's  Hill,  which  was 
immediately  in  our  front.  But  our  men  were 
too  much  exhausted  and  our  numbers  too  few. 
The  attack  was  unsuccessful,  and  resulted  in 
the  death  and  capture  of  many  valuable  officers 
and  men.  It  was  here  that  Captain  Walton 
Watkins,  commanding  Company  D,  of  my  regi- 
ment, was  killed,  while  gallantly  leading  this 
last  and  most  desperate  charge.  His  conduct 
throughout  the  engagement  had  been  chivalrous 
and  manly,  so  much  so  as  to  attract  universal 
attention  and  admiration.  Here,  also,  I  lost  the 
services  of  Major  John  B.  Cocke,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  and  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  field.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  efficiency 
of  this  gallant  officer.  His  services  throughout 
that  desperate  fight  were  invaluable,  and  his 
absence  was  moat  keenly  and  sensibly  felt. 
Lieutenants  Richard  Shaddock,  Hinson,  Hain- 
ard,  and  Thompson,  were  killed  while  bravely 
fighting  at  their  posts. 

But  to  return  to  the  fight:  Graveyard  Hill 
was  evacuated  soon  after  it  was  taken.  The 
other  positions  to  the  left  of  that  hill,  that  were 
to  have  been  taken  at  daylight,  had  not  even 
been  attacked.  The  firing  had  ceased  at  all 
points  except  the  firing  of  our  brigade,  and 
that  of  our  enemies  directed  against  us.  This 
latter  was  now  most  terrific,  and  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  directed 
against  our  little  band.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
their  vast  superiority  in  numbers  and  position.' 
notwithstanding  the  terrible  withering  fire  that 
continued  to  pour  upon  us  from  their  own  ranks ; 
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notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to 
flank  our  position,  both  on  the  right  and  on 
the  left,  we  held  our  position  firmly  for  three 
long  hours. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Fagan  to  withdraw 
my  regiment  from  the  field.  I  had  marched 
some  forty  or  fifty  paces,  in  compliance  with  this 
order,  when  I  received  another  requiring  me  to 
leave  a  small  guard  to  cover  my  retreat.  I 
called  for  volunteers,  but  no  one  responding,  I 
returned  myself,  and  with  nine  men  who  volun- 
teered to  accompany  me,  kept  up  a  fire  upon 
the  enemy  for  twenty  minutes  longer.  The  am- 
munition was  now  expended  and  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  retire.  The  enemy  were  close  upon 
us  and  advancing  from  all  points.  Not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  lost.  We  retreated  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  but  as  we  descended  the  first  hill, 
the  enemy  assailed  us  with  a  terrible  volley  of 
rmusketry.  Three  of  our  little  party  fell-to  rise 
no  more.  The  remaining  six,  myself  and  a 
Yankee  prisoner,  whom  we  had  kept  with  us  all 
the  time,  succeeded  in  making  our  escape. 

My  officers  and  men,  with   but  few  ex< 
tions,    deported    themselves    with    great 
Ian  try. 

My  loss,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, is  as  follows  :   Killed,  twenty ;  wounded, 
seventy ;  missing,  forty-three. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  HAWTHORNE, 

Colonel,  commanding  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  MARMADUKE. 

HEADQUARTERS  MARMADUKE'S  DIVISION,  1 
JACKSOXPORT,  ARKANSAS,  July  25,  1863.  J 

To  Major  W.  B.  Blair,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Dis- 
trict of  Arkansas : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith 
the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  at 
Helena. 

I  was  ordered  on  the  evening  of  the  third  of 
July  to  be  in  position,  attack  and  take  the  fort 
on  Reiter's  Hill,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  of  July. 

My  command,  mounted,  consisted  of  Shelby's 
brigade,  about  one  thousand  one  hundred  men, 
and  Greene's  brigade,  six  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
total  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
men. 

At  ten  o'clock  p.  M.,  July  third,  I  marched  to 
get  into  position ;  when  three  miles  from  the 
fort  I  dismounted  my  whole  force  except  one 
company,  under  M;ijor  Elliott.  I  then  moved 
forward.  When  within  two  miles  of  the  fort,  I 
found  the  road  and  country  thoroughly  ob- 
structed, the  enemy  having  chopped  down  the 
trees  and  rendered  almost  impassable  that  ap- 
proach to  the  fort  and  town.  The  country  was 
exceedingly  rough. 

I  was  delayed  some  half  hour  or  more  by  my 
guides,  who  lost  theif  way,  and  reported  that 
they  were  completely  lost,  and  unable  to  guide 
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me  further  ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  did  not 
get  into  position  until  a  little  after  daylight,  but 
before  sunrise. 

The  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishers  were 
encountered  some  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  and  driven  to  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  fort.  In  this  the  enemy  lost 
several  killed,  wounded,  and  five  prisoners. 

Shelby's  brigade  was  in  the  advance,  and  so 
narrow  was  the  road,  and  so  rough  and  rugged 
were  the  hills,  that  the  troops  could  only  march 
by  the  flank,  and  the  artillery  with  great  diffi- 
culty was  brought  up,  piece  by  piece  and  by 
hand. 

By  the  time  the  advance  had  reached  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  and  those  in  rear 
brought  up  and  deployed  along  the  ridges,  the 
enemy  had  brought  to  my  left  and  rear  a  body 
of  infantry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
during  the  whole  day's  fight  poured  upon  me  a 
deadly  fire. 

I  now  had  a  heavy  force  in  my  front  (infantry 
in  rifle-pits  and  artillery  in  position),  which  it 
would  have  been  difficult  with  my  whole  force 
to  have  carried.  In  addition,  I  had  the  force  on 
my  left  (of  infantry  and  artillery)  thoroughly  pro- 
tected by  the  levee,  which  engaged  a  large  part 
of  my  force,  and  on  every  attempt  to  advance 
enfiladed  my  line.  It  was  from  the  sharpshoot- 
ers and  artillery  on  my  left  and  rear  that  I  suf- 
fered my  greatest  loss,  and  not  until  they  were 
dislodged  could  I  have  advanced.  I  twice  dis- 
patched to  Brigadier-General  Walker  to  advance 
and  assist  me  in  dislodging  them.  It  was  not 
done. 

From  half  past  four  A.  M.,  till  eleven  A.  M.,  I 
held  my  position,  unable  to  advance  ;  the  ene- 
my with  their  infantry  and  artillery  on  my  front 
and  left  flank  constantly  engaging  my  forces. 
At  eleven  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Holmes  to  retire. 

My  loss  was  fourteen  killed,  fifty-two  wound- 
ed, one  missing.  Among  the  killed  were  Major 
R.  H.  Smith,  my  division  Quartermaster,  and 
Captain  J.  C.  Clark,  of  Company  D,  Shelby's 
regiment.  Major  Smith  was  a  gallant  and  valu- 
able officer  ;  he  was  shot  dead  beside  a  piece  of 
artillery,  encouraging  and  assisting  the  canon- 
niers  in  their  duties.  Captain  Clark  was  a  most 
exemplary  man  and  excellent  officer  ;  he  wab 
killed  leading  his  men  forward. 

Amongst  the  wounded,  I  regret  to  announce 
that  Colonel  Shelby,  commanding  brigade,  who 
was  ever  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  received  a 
painful  and  serious  wound  in  the  wrist. 

For  a  more  special  report  of  the  conduct  of 
the  several  regiments  and  their  officers,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  brigade  commander. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  the  report  for 
Shelby's  brigade — will  forward  it  as  soon  as 
received — have  delayed  this  report  awaiting 
same.  The  conduct  of  every  officer  and  soldier 
of  my  command,  as  far  as  I  know,  was  ex- 
cellent. 

The  attack  upon  Fort  Reiter,  by  my  command, 
was  a  failure.  I  have  everv  reason  to  believe 
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that  my  troops  would  have  carried  it,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  force  on  my  left  and  rear,  which 
occupied  that  position  after  daylight,  and  which 
could  and  should  have  been  prevented  from 
taking  that  position,  and  after  they  had  gained 
the  position,  could  have  been  driven  from  it  by 
General  Walker's  brigade,  which  did  not  come 
to  the  support  of  my  left  till  after  seven 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  during  the  whole  engagement 
his  force  was  more  than  half  a  mile  to  my  left 
and  rear.  I  could  see  the  force  which  engaged 
Walker's  brigade,  and  at  no  time  did  it  exceed 
five  hundred  ;  I  think  three  hundred  a  big  esti- 
mate. Walker's  brigade  not  only  did  not  pre- 
vent reinforcements  from  going  to  Fort  Reiter, 
but  the  enemy,  after  sunrise,  actually  passed  to 
my  left,  and  half  a  mile  to  my  rear,  and  held 
that  position  during  the  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  MARMADUKE, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  IN  THE  FIELD,        \ 
CAMP  ISOBAR  LICK  CREEK,  July  7,  1863.  j 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  conduct  of  my  cavalry 
brigade,  in  the  battle  before  Helena,  on  thfe 
fourth  instant : 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  2, 1  moved 
my  command  towards  Helena,  on  Sterling's  road. 
Arriving  at  the  blockade  before  daylight  I  dis- 
mounted and  sent  forward  three  companies,  at- 
tempting to  capture  the  enemy's  pickets  in  that 
direction.  At  daylight,  I  sent  forward  three 
more  companies  dismounted,  and  commenced 
the  work  for  removing  obstacles  in  the  block- 
ade, for  the  passage  of  artillery.  My  advance 
soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Rein- 
forcing my  advance,  and  forwarding  and  bring- 
ing into  action  my  artillery,  I  was  continually 
engaged  until  nearly  three  o'clock  p.  M.  I  effect 
ually  complied  with  the  part  assigned  me  in  the 
order  of  attack,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from 
throwing  troops  to  Reiter's  Hill,  which  they 
were  constantly  trying  to  do,  and  made  two 
strong  efforts  and  were  repulsed.  I  protected 
General  Marmaduke's  left  flank.  My  command 
was  engaged  in  front  of  his  left.  At  about  two 
o'clock,  I  was  informed  by  General  Marmaduke 
that  he  had  already  withdrawn  his  command. 
I  had  hard  fighting  to  protect  my  left  flank,  and 
when  my  right  became  exposed  I  commenced 
getting  loose  from  the  enemy,  and  retired. 

I  must  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  my  command  upon  the  occa- 
sion— no  straggling  in  reaching  the  place  as- 
signed them,  although  accompanied  by  apparent 
insurmountable  difficulties,  resisted  successfully 
the  enemy,  and  twice  drove  him  away  hand- 
somely. I  send  herewith  reports  of  Colonels 
Dobbins  and  Newton. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  WALKER, 

Brigadier-General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DOBBINS. 

L\  THE  FIELD,  July  5,  1863. 

Brigadier- General  Walker : 

GENERAL  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  movements  of  my  regiment  on  the 
fourth  instant : 

According  to  your  order,  I  moved  my  regi- 
ment and  battery  of  four  pieces,  on  the  evening 
of  the  third,  from  the  Bowie  Farm,  on  the  Little 
Rock  road,  four  miles  west  of  Helena,  to  the  old 
Porter  Farm,  east  of  Crawley's  Bridge,  on  the 
road  leading  from  Helena  to  Sterling,  a  distance 
of  about  fifteen  miles,  and  remained  at  that  place 
until  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth, 
then  moved  down  the  road  to  a  point,  where 
the  mill  road  intersects  the  Sterling  road,  one 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Helena,  where  I  dis- 
mounted one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  sent 
them  forward  as  skirmishers,  beyond  the  block- 
ade, to  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Helena, 
and  a  short  distance  above  the  levee  leading  out 
from  the  hills.    I  then  dismounted  one  hundred 
and  fifty  more  men,  and  sent  them  forward  to 
the  same  point,  and  extended  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers from  the  hills  to  the  Mississippi  river. 
I  then  drew  up  the  remainder  of  the  regiment 
in  line  of  battle  north  of  the  blockade,  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers,  and  there  waited  to  learn  the  result 
of  the  attack  made  by  General  Marmaduke  upon 
the  battery  and  fortifications    of  Reiter's  Hill, 
and,  not  learning  anything   definite,  and   dis- 
covering the  enemy  moving   up   between  the 
levee  and  Mississippi  river,  I  moved  my  bat- 
tery forward  according  to  your  order,  and  com- 
menced firing   on   the   enemy  advancing,  and 
also  the  enemy's  batteries  playing  upon  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke's   command  and  my  front.    I 
then  advanced,  causing  the  enemy  to  fall  back, 
moving  their  batteries  some  six  hundred  yards 
further  down  the  levee.    About  two  hours  after 
the  enemy  again  advanced  with  artillery,  and  in 
much  larger  force  than  at  first.    I  again  opened 
fire  on  them  with  my  battery  and  small  arms, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  portion  of  Colonel 
Newton's  regiment,  again  caused  them  to  fall 
back  and  move  their  battery  still  further  down 
the  levee  ;  after  which  skirmishing  was  kept  up 
until  some  three  hours  after  the  firing  had  ceased 
along  our  entire  line,  at  which  time  I  received 
your  order  to  fall  back  slowly  on  the  Grant  Mill 
road,  which  I  succeeded  in  doing  without  losing 
any  men  after  I  left  the  battle-field. 

The  loss  in  my  regiment  in  the  engagement 
was  four  killed  and  eight  wounded — one  mor- 
tally, two  seriously,  and  five  slightly.  For  par- 
ticulars I  refer  you  to  Dr.  Dunn,  surgeon  of  my 
regiment. 

The  officers  and  men   of  my  regiment  and 
battery  deserve  great  credit  for  gallantry  and 
courage  displayed  on  that  day. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARCH.  S.  DOBBINS, 

Colonel,  commanding  Regiment  Cavalry. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  NEWTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  NEWTON'S  REGIMENT  ARKANSAS  CAVALRY,  1 
CAMP  AT  GIST'S,  PHH.UPS  COUNTY,  ARKANSAS,  July  8, 1863.  j 

Captain  J.   C.  Alexander,  A.  A.   G.   Walker's 

Division,  <£c.,  in  the  Field: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to 
your  instructions  of  to-day,  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
the  attack  on  Helena  on  the  fourth  instant : 

I  reached  Mrs.  Moonley's  and  halted  there 
about  twelve  o'clock  p,  M.,  on  the  third  instant. 
About  an  hour  before  day  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourth,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Briga- 
dier-General commanding,  I  resumed  the  march, 
taking  the  Sterling  road  towards  Helena,  mov- 
ing in  rear  of  Colonel  Dobbins'  regiment  Ar- 
riving at  the  spring,  about  a  mile  fr^m  town, 
the  brigade  was  halted  by  General  Walker. 
We  remained  there  until  the  firing  commenced 
on  our  right,  when  I  was  ordered  up  to  a  point 
near  the  blockade  of  felled  timber,  there  to 
await  orders. 

About  seven  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to 
send  thirty  sharpshooters  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Dobbins'  regiment,  who  were  deployed 
to  our  front,  beyond  the  blockade  and  to  the 
left  of  the  skirmishers,  from  General  Marma- 
duke's  command.  I  detailed  the  required  num- 
ber from  the  different  companies,  selecting  men 
with  long-range  guns,  as  far  as  practicable ; 
placed  them  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  of  Company  A,  arid  carried  them  for- 
ward to  the  left  of  Dobbins'  skirmishers  and  be- 
yond the  lagoon  (which,  starting  from  near  the 
base  of  the  levee,  on  the  north  side  of  Helena, 
runs  eastward  to  Porter's  Lake),  where  they 
were  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  did 
good  service. 

At  half-past  seven,  by  order  of  General 
Walker,  I  detached  Companies  B  and  G  under 
command  of  Captain  Portis,  of  the  former,  arid 
deployed  them  as  skirmishers  to  support  Barnes' 
sharpshooters,  and  resist  a  small  force  of  Fed- 
eral cavalry  which  was  reported  to  be  threat- 
ening our  extreme  left.  About  eight  o'clock 
Portis  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
enforced  in  his  front,  that  he  was  being  pressed, 
and  needed  two  more  companies,  I  im- 
mediately communicated  the  information  to  Gen- 
eral Walker,  and,  by  his  direction,  instructed 
Portis  to  observe  the  enemy  closely,  skirmish 
with  him,  and,  if  too  heavily  pressed,  fall  back 
slowly,  advising  me  from  time  to  time  of  what 
was  transpiring. 

About  this  time  I  received  an  order  to  send 
forward  another  company  to  support  Dobbins' 
skirmishers,  which  I  obeyed  by  sending  Captain 
Holland's  Company  E,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Garner. 

Learning  that  the  enemy  had  made  several 
attempts  to  force  Portis  back,  and  gain  posses- 
sion of  the  west  bank  of  Porter's  lake,  which 
would  enable  him,  by  means  of  his  sharp- 
shooters, to  annoy  the  rear  at  our  battery  posted 


on  the  hill  in  front  of  the  blockade,  and,  per- 
haps, finally  force  us  from  the  hill  altogether,  I 
went  in  person  to  where  Portis  was  to  learn  the 
true  condition  of  affairs,  and  ascertain  what,  if 
anything,  could  be  done.  I  found  that  Portis, 
with  his  small  force,  had  made  a  gallant  resist- 
ance, and  had  thus  far  foiled  the  enemy  in  his 
several  attempts  to  occupy  the  western  or  inner 
bank  of  Porter's  lake  ;  but  that  he,  nevertheless, 
had  lost  some  ground,  and  had  but  little  more 
to  lose.  I  deemed  it  important,  therefore,  not 
only  to  regain  what  had  been  lost,  but  to  drive 
the  enemy  beyond  the  levee  and  into  town,  if 
possible,  with  my  small  force.  There  not  being 
time  left  me  to  previously  communicate  with 
General  Walker,  I  ordered  up  Companies  C  and 
F,  without  first  notifying  him.*  The  latter  I  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  to  the 
front.  They  were  soon  engaged.  I  moved 
Company  C  forward  across  the  lagoon  before 
mentioned,  and,  pursuing  the  skirmishers  to  the 
front  vigorously,  ordered  a  charge.  The  enemy 
fled  precipitately.  We  pursued  him  about 
three  hundred  yards.  Finding  that  he  was  ral- 
lying his  men  in  his  rifle-pits,  which  were 
situated  to  the  left  of  the  levee  and  near  the 
river  bank,  I  deployed  my  whole  force  then 
with  me  as  skirmishers,  posted  them  as  best  I 
could,  and  left  them  under  command  of  Captain 
Portis,  with  instructions  to  hold  the  ground  we 
had  thus  gained,  until  he  should  receive  other 
orders  from  me.  I  started  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  Brigadier-General  commanding,  to  get 
permission  to  use  my  whole  regiment  for  fhe 
purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy,  or,  failing  in 
that,  confining  him  to  his  rifle-pits,  and  thus 
prevent  him  from  annoying  our  left.  Arriving 
there,  I  learned  that  our  troops  were  withdraw- 
ing, and,  by  General  Walker's  direction,  retired 
my  command  to  the  point  where  the  mountain 
road,  leading  from  the  spring  on  the  Sterling 
road  to  the  Grant's  Mill  road,  diverges  from  the 
Sterling  road,  and  there  disposed  my  forces  so 
as  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops.  When 
the  rear  of  Dobbins'  regiment  had  passed,  I 
moved  back  on  the  Mountain  road,  as  directed, 
and  thence  upon  Grant's  Mill  road. 

1  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  casualties.  The 
officers  and  men  engaged  behaved  in  admirable 
style.  Captains  Portis  and  Bryant,  commanding 
skirmishers,  did  their  duty  well.  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  who,  with  his  thirty  sharpshooters,  was 
almost  constantly  engaged,  here,  as  everywhere 
else  that  I  have  ever  placed  him,  was  prompt 
and  faithful,  and  displayed  great  courage.  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  brave  to 
a  fault,  and  seeking  rather  than  avoiding 
danger,  rendered  much  valuable  service.  And 
as  were  the  officers,  so  were  the  private  soldiers 
whom  they  led,  fearless  of  danger,  each  seeming 
intent  solely  on  doing  his  duty  well. 
I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  NEWTON, 
Colonel,  commanding. 
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Doc.  48. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  BRISTOE  STATION. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  A,  P.  HTT.T,.* 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  ARMY  CORPS,       .") 
October  26,  1863.  j 

Colonel  R.  H.  Ohilton,  A.  A.  and  I.  General, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  I  left  my 
camp,  one  mile  distant  from  Warrenton,  on  the 
Arnissville  turnpike,  at  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  the  General  command- 
ing, "  took  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turn- 
pike, until  reaching  Broad  Run  Church,  then  to 
take  the  road  by  Greenwich  and  on  to  Bristoe 
Station."  Upon  arriving  at  Broad  Run  Church 
information  reached  me,  from  various  sources, 
that  the  enemy  were  moving  by  a  road  leading 
from  Greenwich  to  the  Warrenton  and  Alexan- 
dria pike,  and  coming  into  it  a  mile  below  Buck- 
land.  The  rumbling  of  wagons,  which  could 
be  distinctly  heard,  led  me  to  place  reliance  in 
these  reports. 

General  Anderson  was  directed  to  take  his  di- 
vision down  the  turnpike  towards  Buckland, 
and,  if  possible,  to  strike  the  column  at  the  point 
where  it  came  into  the  pike.  If  nothing  could 
be  accomplished  there  to  turn  off  arid  rejoin  me 
at  Greenwich.  In  the  meantime,  I  moved  on  the 
road  to.  Greenwich  with  Heth's  and  Wilcox's 
divisions,  leaving  one  battery  and  Scales'  brigade 
at  Buckland  to  guard  the  train  which  had  been 
directed  to  halt  there.  General  Anderson,  in 
the  execution  of  my  orders,  fou"nd  the  force  re- 
ferred to  to  be  of  cavalry,  having  already  dis- 
appeared, and  that  Major-General  Fitzhugh  Lee 
had  come  up  with  his  cavalry  on  my  left  flank  ; 
Colonel  Rosser,  of  his  advance,  having  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  and  driven  them  back, 
rejoined  me  at  Greenwich,  following  Heth's  di- 
vision. From  this  point  to  Bristoe,  we  followed 
close  upon  the  rear  of  the  Third  corps,  picking 
up  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  stragglers. 
Upon  reaching  the  hills  this  side  of  Broad  Run, 
and  overlooking  the  plain  on  the  north  side,  the 
Third  corps  was  discovered  resting,  a  portion 
of  it  just  commencing  the  march  towards  Man- 
assas.  I  determined  that  no  time  should  be  lost, 
and  hurried  up  Heth's  division,  forming  in  line 
of  battle  along  the  crest  of  the  hills,  and  paral- 
lel to  Broad  Run.  Poague's  battalion  was 
brought  to  the  front  and  directed  to  open  on  the 
enemy.  They  were  evidently  taken  completely 
by  surprise,  and  retired  in  the  utmost  confusion. 
Seeing  this,  General  Heth  was  directed  to  ad- 
vance his  line  until  reaching  the  rear,  and  then 
to  move  by  the  left  flank,  cross  at  the  ford, 
and  press  the  enemy.  This  order  was  being 
promptly  obeyed  when  I  perceived  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  making  their  appearance  on  this  side 
of  Broad  Run,  and  on  the  right  and  rear  of 
Heth's  division.  Word  was  sent  to  General 
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Cooke  (commanding  the  right  brigade  of  Heth's 
division)  to  look  out  for  his  right  flank,  and  he 
very  promptly  changed  the  front  of  one  of  his 
regiments,  and  drove  the  enemy  back.  In  the 
meantime,  I  sent  back  to  General  Anderson  to 
send  Mclntosh's  battalion  to  the  front,  and  to 
take  two  brigades  to  the  position  threatened, 
and  protect  the  right  flank  of  Heth.  The  head 
of  Anderson's  column  appearing,  Heth  was  now 
ordered  to  advance  again  and  carry  out  the 
original  order.  Davis'  brigade,  of  Heth's  divis- 
ion, had  been  detached  as  a  support  to  Poague's 
battalion.  The  three  brigades — Cooke's,  Kirk- 
land's,  and  Walker's — advanced  in  beautiful  or- 
der, and  quite  steadily.  Cooke's  brigade,  upon 
reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  their  front, 
came  within  full  view  of  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle  behind  the  railroad  embankment,  the 
Second  corps,  and  of  whose  presence  I  was  un- 
aware. The  position  was  an  exceedingly  strong 
one,  and  covered  by  the  direct  and  enfilading 
fire  of  Batteries  on  the  rising  ground  in  rear. 
A  portion  of  Cooke's  brigade  became  hotly  en- 
gaged, and  of  course  it  became  impossible  to 
execute  his  original  order  to  move  by  the  left 
flank.  Kirkland,  finding  Cooke  engaged,  also 
swung  around  his  left,  and  gallantly  charged  to 
Cooke's  assistance.  Mclntosh's  battalion  had, 
before  this,  been  ordered  by  me  to  take  a  posi- 
tion overlooking  the  railroad  and  station,  and  in 
rear  of  Cooke's  left.  Poague's  battalion  was 
ordered  to  take  another  position,  and  open  fire 
on  the  battery  which  was  enfilading  Kirk- 
land's  line.  This  was  not  done  as  quickly  as 
I  expected,  and  Kirkland's  line  was  exposed  to 
a  very  deliberate  and  destructive  fire.  Never- 
theless it  continued  to  advance,  and  gained  the 
railroad,  clearing  it  for  a  time  of  the  enemy. 
About  this  time  Generals  Cooke  and  Kirkland 
were  both  wounded,  and  their  fall  at  this  crit- 
ical moment  had  a  serious  influence  upon  the 
fortunes  of  the  combat.  Their  men  were  una- 
ble to  stand  the  heavy  fire  which  was  poured 
upon  them,  and  commenced  giving  back,  the 
three  right  regiments  of  Cooke's  brigade  in 
good  order.  Walker  had  crossed  Broad  Run  in 
pursuance  of  the  original  order.  Anderson  had 
been  sent  to  the  right  to  look  out  for  the  threat- 
ened right  flank,  and  no  support  was  immedi- 
ately available — Wilcox's  division  not  having 
yet  come  up.  The  infantry  falling  back  (the 
Jeft  of  Cooke's  brigade)  passed  through  Mcln- 
tosh's guns,  and  the  enemy  passing  on,  the  guns, 
five  in  number,  were  immediately  seized  and 
ran  down  the  hill,  under  the  protection  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  line  of  battle.  General 
Walker,  upon  being  informed  of  the  perilous 
condition  of  the  guns,  immediately  sent  forward 
a  regiment,  and  drove  off  the  enemy  ;  but  the 
guns  had  disappeared.  Dark  came  upon  us  be- 
fore new  dispositions  could  be  made  to  attack, 
and  during  the  night  the  enemy  retreated. 

Brigadier-General  Posey  was  seriously  wound- 
ed by  a  shell  in  the  early  part  of  the  action. 
In  conclusion,  I  am  convinced  that  I  made  the 
attack  too  hastily,  and  at  the  same  time  that,  a 
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delay  of  half  an  hour  and  there  wopld  have 
been  no  enemy  to  attack.  In  that  event,  I 
should  equally  have  blamed  myself  for  not 
attacking  at  once. 

I  enclose  my  official  report  of  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HELL, 

Lieutenant-General,  commanding  Third  Corps. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  HETH. 

HEADQUARTERS  HETH'S  DIVISION,  1 
October  24,  1863.  j 

Captain  W.  N.  Starke,  A.  A.  G.,  Third  Army 

Corps  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  division 
on  the  fourteenth  instant : 

The  division  moved  from  camp  near  Warren- 
ton  at  half-past  five  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  four- 
teenth instant,  following  General  Anderson's 
division.  When  within  a  mile  of  New  Balti- 
more, Orders  were  received  to  pass  General 
Anderson's  artillery,  by  keeping  to  the  right,  as 
it  was  designed  that  my  division  should  follow 
a  different  road.  After  passing  through  New 
Baltimore,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  less 
from  the  village,  I  was  directed  to  take  a  right 
hand  road,  which  proved  to  be  a  cross-road 
leading  to  Bristoe  Station,  via  Greenwich.  Just 
before  reaching  Greenwich,  some  twenty  strag- 
glers of  the  Third  corps,  Federal  army,  were 
captured.  A  desultory  fire  of  artillery  was 
heard  from  just  after  daybreak,  apparently  on 
our  right,  and  continued  during  the  entire  day. 

It  was  ascertained  at  Greenwich  that  a  corps 
of  the  enemy  had  encamped  there  the  evening 
previous,  the  last  of  this  corps  leaving  about  eight 
o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  fourteenth.  From  Greenwich 
we  passed  on  by  the  most  direct  road  to  Bristoe 
Station,  picking  up  a  number  of  stragglers  on 
the  road. 

When  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Bristoe 
Station,  I  was  directed  by  General  A.  P.  Hill  to 
form  three  brigades  of  my  division  in  line  of 
battle,  perpendicular  to  the  road  on  which  we 
were  advancing,  holding  the  Fourth  brigade  as 
a  reserve,  which  was  to  continue  its  march  by 
the  flank.  Cooke's  brigade  (leading)  was  formed 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  its  left  resting  on  the 
road  ;  Kirkland  was  put  in  position  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  his  right  resting  on  the  road,  and 
forming  a  continuous  line  with  Cooke  ;  Walker 
was  directed  to  form  on  Kirkland's  left ;  Davis's 
brigade  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  road. 

Kirkland  had  not  quite  completed  the  forma- 
tion of  his  line  when  orders  were  received 
from  General  Hill  to  push  on  with  the  two  bri- 
gades then  in  line  (Cooke's  and  Kirkland's),  in- 
forming me,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  enemy 
were  retreating  rapidly,  and  that  expedition 
was  necessary. 

Walker's  brigade  was  at  this  time  in  rear  of 
Kirkland,  his  right  resting  in  rear  of  Kirkland's 


right.  General  Walker  was  informed  of  the 
change,  and  directed  to  form  on  Kirkland's  left, 
if  possible,  as  Kirkland  moved  forward. 

The  order  was  now  given  to  advance.  On 
reaching  a  cleared  space,  some  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  in  our  front,  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  front 
of  Kirkland's  left.  A  few  shots  from  one  of 
Poague's  batteries  threw  them  into  much  con- 
fusion, and  all  that  were  in  sight  retreated  in 
disorder  across  Broad  Run.  On  seeing  this, 
General  Hill  directed  me  to  move  by  the  left 
flank,  cross  Broad  Run,  arid  attack  the  fugitives. 
This  order  was  given,  and  my  line  halted  for  the 
left  to  commence  the  flank  movement.  Before 
this  movement  was  commenced,  information 
was  received  that  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy 
had  appeared  on  our  right.  I  asked  General 
Hill  whether  the  flank  movement  should  con- 
tinue. He  directed  that  it  should  be  deferred 
for  the  present.  Some  ten  minutes  afterwards  I 
received  orders  to  move  forward.  About  this 
time  General  Cooke  in  person  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  would  take  him  in  flank  as  he 
moved  forward.  This  was  reported  to  General 
Hill,  who  informed  me  that  General  Anderson's 
division  had  been,  or  would  be,  ordered  to  the 
right.  General  Cooke  was  informed  of  this,  and 
the  forward  movement  commenced.  Walker 
had  not  been  able  to  form  line  of  battle  on  Kirk- 
land's left.  The  two  brigades  (Cooke's  and 
Kirkland's)  moved  off  in  handsome  style.  The 
skirmishers  soon  became  engaged.  The  enemy's 
strength  in  my  front  was  only  known  from  the 
reports  made  by  Captain  Johnston,  engineer 
corps.  As  subsequently  shown,  it  proved  to  be 
Warren's  Second  army  corps.  Marching  parallel 
to  the  railroad,  the  enemy  was  concealed  from 
our  view  by  hills  and  woods.  On  seeing  our 
advance,  the  enemy  formed  his  line  in  rear  of 
the  railroad  embankment,  his  right  resting  on 
Broad  Run,  and  hidden  by  a  railroad  cut.  In  his 
rear  a  line  of  hills  ascended  to  some  thirty  or 
forty  feet  in  height,  giving  him  an  admirable 
position  for  his  artillery.  The  railroad  cut  and 
embankment,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  gave  him 
perfect  protection  for  his  infantry.  In  rear  of 
the  enemy's  right,  on  the  hills  just  noticed,  a 
circular  line  of  rifle-pits  had  been  thrown  up 
for  the  protection  of  the  bridge  over  Broad  Run. 
These  rifle-pits  were  filled  with  infantry,  and  a 
battery  was  established  in  rear  and  higher  up 
the  hills. 

As  Kirkland  moved  forward,  his  left  struck 
the  enemy  in  the  railroad  cut,  near  Broad  Run. 
He  drove  everything  in  his  front  along  the  line 
of  the  railroad  before  him,  but  was  unable  to 
carry  the  second  line  of  works  (rifle-pits)  that 
were  in  his  front.  When  in  the  railroad  cut, 
his  men  were  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  from 
his  right,  in  addition  to  a  severe  fire  from  a  bat- 
tery  on  the  north  side  of  Broad  Run.  The  posi- 
tion was  untenable.  He  was  compelled  to  fall 
back.  A  number  of  his  men,  unwilling  to  expose 
themselves,  remained  in  the  railroad  cut,  and 
were  capturSd,  General  Cooke  was  wounded 
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early  in  the  action.  When  within  some  five 
hundred  yards  of  the  railroad  his  brigade  halt- 
ed, and  commenced  firing.  It  subsequently 
charged  up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  railroad 
embankment,  but  was  driven  back,  being  ex- 
posed not  only  to  the  heavy  fire  behind  the  rail- 
road embankment,  but  also  to  a  fire  on  its  right 
flank. 

The  enemy's  batteries,  during  the  advance  of 
Cooke  and  Kirkland,  completely  swept  the  field 
over  which  the  advance  was  made. 

As  soon  as  Cooke's  brigade  gave  way,  I 
ordered  General  Davis  to  form  his  brigade  on 
Cooke's  right,  thus  protecting  Cooke  from  a  flank 
movement. 

During  the  advance  of  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  a 
battery  belonging  to  Mclntosh's  battalion,  An- 
derson's division,  was  ordered  to  take  position 
on  a  hill  about  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  railroad,  and  about  opposite  Kirkland's 
right  flank  and  Cooke's  left  This  battery  was 
captured  by  the  enemy.  I  was  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  a  battery  had  been  ordered  to  occupy 
this  position,  until  it  had  been  taken.  A  knowl- 
edge of  its  position  on  my  part,  however,  would 
not  have  saved  it,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
deemed  necessary  to  have  furnished  a  special 
support  for  it  so  long  as  the  two  brigades 
(Cooke's  and  Kirkland's)  were  in  its  front.  On 
receiving  information  that  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  approaching  the  battery,  and  that 
it  was  in  danger,  a  regiment  was  ordered  to  its 
support,  but  arrived  on  the  ground  after  five 
guns  had  been  taken  off. 

During  the  advance  of  Kirkland,  Walker 
gained  ground  to  the  left,  crossing  Broad  Run. 
Finding  that  Kirkland's  left  was  gaining  ground 
to  the  right,  General  Walker  recrossed  the  run. 
Before  he  could  form  on  Kirkland's  left,  Kirk- 
land had  been  driven  back. 

General  Walker,  during  the  rest  of  the 
engagement,  supported  a  battery  from  Poague's 
battalion,  placed  on  a  hill  about  seven  or  eight 
hundred  yards  from  the  railroad.  This  engage- 
ment was  over  before  either  Walker  or  Davis 
could  be  brought  into  action. 

After  the  repulse  of  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  I  re- 
formed my  line,  and  advanced  again  to  within 
about  five  hundred  yards  of  the  railroad,  where 
I  remained  during  the  night.  No  second  attack 
was  ordered,  as  I  was  convinced  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  was  too  strong  to  be  attacked 
in  front.  The  position  now  occupied  enabled 
me  to  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  to  resume 
the  attack,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  being  made 
on  the  enemy's  left  flank  by  General  Swell's 
troops,  or  others. 

I  deem  it  but  just  to  the  troops  commanded 
by  Generals  Cooke  and  Kirkland  to  say,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  all  behaved 
well  under  the  circumstances. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  the 
attack  was  made  fry  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  the 
enemy's  force  in  front  was  unknown.  It  turned 
out  that  a  much  larger  force  was  in  our  front 
than  was  supposed — one,  if  not  the  greater  por- 


ion  of  ^wo,  entire  corps.  The  position  acci- 
dentally occupied  by  the  enemy  was  as  strong, 
or  stronger,  naturally  and  artificially,  than  mili- 
tary art  could  have  made  it  by  many  hours' 
work.  The  enemy's  left  flank  extended  a  mile, 
or  three-quarters,  to  my  right ;  he  was  not  com- 
pelled to  manoeuvre  to  get  into  position,  march- 
ng  by  the  flank ;  he  was  already  in  line  of 
Battle,  protected  by  a  railroad  embankment,  at  a 
convenient  height  to  shelter  his  men  ;  with  hills 
n  his  rear  admirably  adapted  to  render  effective 
his  numerous  batteries.  No  military  man,  who 
ias  examined  the  ground,  or  who  understands 
the  position  and  the  disproportionate  numbers 
of  the  contending  forces,  would  attach  blame  to 
;hese  two  brigades  for  meeting  with  a  repulse. 
My  confidence  in  these  troops  is  not  shaken  by 
;he  result,  and  I  feel  satisfied  on  fields  to  come 
•hey  will  vindicate  the  high  reputation  they 
lave  gained  on  many  a  hard-fought  battle-field. 
Ead  they  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  in 
their  front  before  them,  and  carried  the  hills 
beyond  the  railroad,  it  is  probable  the  two  bri- 
gades would  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy 
unengaged  on, their  right. 

I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General commanding  the  gallantry  dis- 
played by  Generals  Cooke  and  Kirkland,  both 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded.  I  regret 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  reports  of  brigade 
and  regimental  commanders,  I  am  unable  to 
name  the  officers  who  deserve  special  mention 
for  good  conduct  A  report  of  casualties  is  en- 
closed. My  thanks  are  due  to  my  personal 
staff. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HETH, 

Major-GeneraL 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  H.  ANDERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  DIVISION, ^ 

HEAR  RAPPAHAKNOCK  STATION,  VA.,         L 

October  21,1863.     J 

Captain   W.  N.  Starlce,  A,  A.   General  Third 

Army  Corps: 

CAPTAIN  :  At  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  fourteenth  instant,  when  near  Bris- 
toe  Station,  I  received  orders  from  the  Lieuten- 
ant-General commanding  the  Third  corps,  to 
send  Mclntosh's  battalion  of  artillery  to  the 
front,  and  to  move  two  brigades  of  my  division 
to  the  right  of  the  road  by  which  we  had  been 
approaching  the  station,  to  intercept  a  column 
of  the  enemy's  troops  which  was  moving  along 
the  railroad  towards  the  station. 

Posey's  and  Perry's  brigades  were  immedi- 
ately put  in  motion  through  a  piece  of  woods, 
to  execute  the  order,  but  before  they  arrived 
within  striking  distance,  the  enemy  moved  off 
at  double-quick,  and  disappeared  in  a  piece  of 
pine  forest  near  the  railroad. 

The  brigades  continued  to  advance  towards 
the  railroad,  in  the  direction  which  had  been 
indicated  by  Lieutenant-General  Hill,  until  they 
found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  behind  the 
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railroad  embankments  and  cuts,  with  a  battery 
of  artillery  so  planted  as  to  enfilade  the  road, 
and  sweep  the  open  piece  of  ground  between 
them  and  ourselves. 

The  column  which  I  had  been  directed  to  in- 
tercept had  got  into  position  along  the  railroad, 
and  I  halted  the  troops  until  I  could  examine 
the  ground  between  them  and  the  enemy. 
Whilst  so  engaged,  I  met  Brigadier-General 
Long,  who  proposed  to  place  some  of  his  artil- 
lery upon  a  slight  eminence  which  afforded  a 
good  position  for  artillery.  To  this  I  gladly  as- 
sented, as  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  the  further 
advance  of  the  troops  of  my  command. 

At  this  time  I  received  notice  that  the  troops 
of  the  Second  corps  were  coming  up  on  my 
right,  and  I  was  directed  to  form  a  line  of  battle, 
so  as  to  connect  my  right  with  the  left  of  that 
corps.  The  other  brigades  of  my  division  were 
then  ordered  up,  and  the  line  was  formed  as 
quickly  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  per- 
mit. During  these  movements  of  my  command, 
Heth's  division  became  hotly  engaged,  and  a 
brigade  of  his  troops,  near  the  left  of  my  divis- 
ion, was  driven  back.  The  enemy's  skirmishers 
advanced  through  the  gap,  and  General  Long 
found  it  impracticable  to  post  his  artillery. 
Perry's  brigade  checked  the  further  advance  of 
the  enemy,  and  Mahone's  was  put  in  motion  to 
regain  the  ground  from  which  our  men  had 
been  driven,  but  before  it  reached  the  place,  it 
was  reoccupied  by  another  brigade  of  Heth's 
division.  Perry's  and  Posey's  brigade  then 
drove  back  the  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers,  and 
General  Long's  artillery  got  into  position  ;  but  it 
was  now  nearly  dark,  and,  after  a  few  minutes' 
cannonading,  to  which  the  enemy  replied  warmly, 
the  firing  was  discontinued. 

The  troops  of  my  division  remained  in  line 
of  battle  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  the 
enemy  were  gone. 

I  regret  to  report  that  in  this  affair  Captain 
Thomas  L.  Barrand,  of  the  Sixteenth  Virginia 
regiment,  an  excellent  officer,  was  killed.  Brig- 
adier-General Posey  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baya, 
commanding  Eighth  Florida  regiment,  received 
severe  wounds,  the  former  in  the  left  thigh, 
and  the  latter  in  the  right  hip  ;  and  Captain  A. 
B.  Jones,  Twelfth  Mississippi  regiment,  was 
wounded  in  the  right  leg.  The  total  casualties 
were  eleven  (11)  killed  and  forty-three  (43) 
wounded.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  ANDERSON, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  H.  H.  WALKER. 

HEADQUARTERS  WALKER'S  BRIGADE,        \ 
October  21,  1863.  j" 

Major  R.  H.  Finney,  A.  A.  General, , Heth's 

Division : 

MAJOR  :  In  accordance  with  circular  from  di- 
vision headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
brigade  in  the  engagement  at  Bristoe  Station, 
on  the  fourteenth  of  October,  1863  : 


My  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  a 
woods,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Kirkland's,  my  right  covering  his  right,  his 
brigade  being  nearly  double  the  length  of  mine. 
While  in  this  position  General  Heth  informed 
me  the  enemy  was  running ;  that  he  would  not 
have  time  for  me  to  get  upon  Kirkland's  left, 
but  that  I  must  do  so  on  the  march.  This  I 
found  impossible  to  do.  Kirkland's  brigade 
soon  got  into  the  open  field,  and  commenced  gain- 
ing ground  to  the  right,  by  a  wheel,  while  mine, 
already  behind  and  on  the  circumference,  had 
a  dense  woods  to  march  through  for  half  a  mile. 
This  distance  brought  my  brigade  on  Broad 
Run.  While  crossing  this  in  line  of  battle, 
Kirkland  became  hotly  engaged.  Seeing  his  left 
gaining  ground  so  fast  to  the  front  and  right,  I 
marched  my  brigade  by  the  right  flank,  again 
crossed  Broad  Run,  and  double-quicked  my  bri- 
gade to  try  and  catch  up  with  Kirkland's  left. 
When  I  got  into  the  open  field  I  saw  his  left 
had  been  repulsed  and  was  falling  back  in  utter 
confusion.  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  three 
right  regiments  of  my  brigade  interposed  be- 
tween the  enemy's  advance  and  the  battery  on 
the  hill  at  the  cemetery.  A  portion  of  Kirk- 
land's brigade  (two  regiments)  were  then  rallied 
on  the  right  of  these  regiments.  The  four  regi- 
ments on  the  left  of  my  brigade  were  halted  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill  at  the  cemetery,  abreast 
with  the  battery  at  that  place.  The  line  .re- 
mained thus  until  the  regiments  of  Kirkland's 
brigade  were  moved,  under  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Kirkland's  Adjutant-General,  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  the  battery  at  the  cemetery.  Cap- 
tain Hill,  of  General  Hill's  staff,  then  brought  an 
order  for  this  battery  to  move  to  the  right.  I 
told  him  I  was  supporting  the  battery,  and  asked 
him  if  I  should  move  with  it.  He  replied: 
"  Yes."  I  had  scarcely  gotten  half  way  down 
the  hill  with  my  brigade  when  Major  Mclntosh 
reported  to  me  that  his  supports  having  retired 
he  had  to  withdraw  his  men  from  the  battery 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  that  if  I  could  get 
a  regiment  there  in  time,  I  might  retake  it.  This 
I  endeavored  to  do  immediately,  and  ordered  a 
regiment  to  double-quick  to  the  position,  but  be- 
fore it  arrived  the  guns  were  out  of  sight. 
Simultaneously  with  Major  Mclntosh,  Major 
Finney,  Adjutant-General,  reported  that  the  en- 
emy were  again  advancing  in  the  direction  of 
the  cemetery.  I  immediately  deployed  a  regi- 
ment as  skirmishers ;  again  formed  my  brigade 
in  its  original  position,  and  remained  so  until 
new  dispositions  were  made  for  the  night. 

I  omitted  to  state  at  the  commencement,  be- 
fore my  brigade  was  put  into  line,  General  Hill 
detached  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  regiment, 
and  directed  it  to  take  a  position  as  skirmishers 
on  the  right  of  his  line.     This  regiment  rejoined 
the  brigade  the  next  morning.     Enclosed  is  a 
list  of  casualties  during  the  engagement. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  H.  WALKER, 

Brigadier-General. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  HALL. 

HEADQUARTERS  COOKE'S  BRIGADE,        \ 
NEAR  RAPPAHANNOCK  STATION,  VIRGINIA,  October  22,  1863.  j 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
the  fourteenth  instant,  on  arriving  within  one 
or  two  miles  of  Bristoe  Station,  the  brigade 
formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road 
in  the  following  order :  first,  Forty-sixth  North 
Carolina ;  second,  Fifteenth  North  Carolina ; 
third,  Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Forty-eighth  North  Carolina  on  the  left.  After 
forming  we  advanced  through  a  very  thick 
undergrowth.  On  clearing  the  woods  and  ar- 
riving in  the  first  opening,  the  brigade  was 
halted  a  few  moments  to  correct  the  alignment. 
The  enemy  was  discovered  massed  upon  our 
left  beyond  the  railroad,  and  to  the  left  of  the 
road  leading  to  the  station.  Being  then  in  com- 
mand of  the  extreme  right  regiment,  I  immedi- 
ately discovered  that  the  enemy  was  in  heavy 
force  on  my  right,  and  busily  engaged  in  getting 
in  position.  In  a  few  moments  we  were  order- 
ed to  advance,  and  soon  after  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers commenced  firing  on  my  right  flank. 
I  discovered  the  line  of  battle  behind  the  rail- 
road, extending  as  far  on  my  right  as  I  could 
see.  Also,  amass  of  troops  lying  perpendicular 
to  the  road,  and  on  the  side  next  to  us,  from 
which  body  an  advance  was  made  on  my  right 
in  considerable  numbers.  I  then  sent  word  to 
General  Cooke  that  I  was  much  annoyed  by  the 
fire  and  seriously  threatened.  I  sent  my  right 
company  to  engage  the  skirmishers  on  my  right, 
but  they  were  soon  driven  in.  I  then  changed 
the  front  of  my  regiment  on  the  first  company 
and  checked  their  advance.  The  brigade  had 
again  halted,  just  before  getting  under  fire,  and 
I  moved  back  just  in  time  to  join  the  line  in  its 
final  advance.  Soon  after  getting  under  fire,  I 
found  that  the  left  of  the  brigade  had  com- 
menced firing  as  they  advanced,  which  was 
taken  up  along  the  whole  line.  Shortly  after- 
wards information  was  brought  me  that  General 
Cooke  was  wounded,  and  that  I  was  in  com- 
mand. I  ordered  my  regiment  to  cease  firing, 
and  passed  up  to  the  centre  of  the  brigade, 
stopping  the  firing  as  I  went.  The  brigade  was 
then  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  railroad. 
On  getting  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  I  found  the 
brigade  suffering  from  a  heavy  flank  fire  of  ar- 
tillery, from  the  right — the  number  of  guns  I 
cannot  say,  evidently  more  than  one  battery. 
Also,  the  guns  on  the  left  and  rear  of  the  rail- 
road had  an  enfilading  fire  on  us.  The  musketry 
fire  from  the  line  of  railroad  was  very  heavy. 
I  soon  saw  that  a  rapid  advance  must  be  made, 
or  to  withdraw.  I  chose  the  former.  I  passed 
the  word  to  the  right  regiments  to  charge, 
which  was  done  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  in  good 
style.  The  Fourth  regiment  was  somewhat 
confused.  But  I  sent  the  Lieutenant-Colonel 
commanding  word  to  follow  the  line,  which  he 
did  with  about  two-thirds  of  his  regiment, 
the  balance  giving  way.  The  brigade  charged 
up  to  within  forty  yards  of  the  railroad,  and 
from  the  severity  of  the  fire,  and  from  then 


seeing  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  falling  back, 
they  fell  back  ;  the  two  right  regiments  in  good 
order ;  the  third  (Twenty-seventh  North  Caro- 
lina) in  an  honorable  confusion,  from  the  fact 
that  between  one-half  and  two-thirds  of  the 
regiment  had  been  killed  and  wounded,  they 
being  in  a  far  more  exposed  position  than  the 
other  two  regiments,  and  had  gone  further.  The 
Forty-eighth,  in  advancing,  encountered  the 
whole  line  falling  back.  I  halted  the  brigade  in 
the  first  field  we  came  to,  about  four  hundred 
yards  from  the  enemy's  line,  from  which  posi- 
tion we  fell  back  beyond  the  second  field,  on 
seeing  the  enemy  come  out  on  our  right  and 
left.  After  a  short  time  the  brigade  of  General 
Davis  joined  us  on  the  right,  when  we  again 
advanced  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  and,  on  seeing  the  right  brigade  halt,  I 
halted,  where  we  remained  during  the  night. 
As  there  was  a  battery  of  artillery  lost  during 
the  engagement,  and  from  its  proximity  to  the 
brigade  the  loss  may  be  laid  to  it,  I  will  state 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  guns  being  there 
until  we  had  fallen  back  to  the  second  field. 
The  guns  may  have  been  in  our  rear,  but  they 
must  certainly  have  been  placed  there  after  we 
advanced ;  and,  in  retreating,  from  our  losses, 
both  by  casualties  and  straggling,  shortened  our 
line  so  much  that,  with  the  addition  of  one  of 
General  Kirkland's  regiments  (Forty-fourth 
North  Carolina),  which  joined  our  left,  the  left 
of  the  brigade  was  some  distance  to  the  right  of 
the  guns.  On  learning  the  guns  were  there,  and 
in  dangei,  I  despatched  a  portion  of  one  regiment 
to  the  relief,  but  the  guns  had  been  taken  off  be- 
fore the  relief  arrived.  I  would  respectfully  state 
that  I  have  been  with  the  brigade  during  some  of 
the  heaviest  engagements  of  the  war,  and  have 
never  seen  the  men  more  cool  and  determined, 
and  that  their  falling  back  resulted  from  no 
fault  of  theirs,  but  from  the  great  superiority  of 
numbers  and  position  of  the  enemy,  and  entire 
want  of  support,  both  in  rear  and  prolongation 
of  our  lines. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully, 

E.  D.  HALL, 

Colonel,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  McINTOSH. 

HEADQUARTERS  MC!NTOSH'S  BATTALION  ARTILLERY,  i 

IN  CAMP,  NEAR  BEVERLY  FORD,  \ 

Oct.  23, 1863.     ) 

Captain  W.  N.  Starke,  A.  A.  G.  TJiird  Army 

Corps : 

CAPTAIN  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report, 
being  duplicate  of  one  already  furnished  Colonel 
Walker,  of  the  part  taken  by  this  battalion  in 
the  engagement  at  Bristoe  Station  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fourteenth  instant : 

When  within  about  a  mile  of  the  station,  I 
received  an  order  from  Major-General  Anderson, 
through  Major  Duncan,  his  staff  officer,  to  move 
my  battalion  to  the  front  Passing  the  divi- 
sion, I  halted  a  moment  upon  the  open  ground 
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where  the  descent  to  the  railroad  begins ;  and 
Major  Duncan  saying,  as  he  joined  me  again,  that 
he  had  directions  from  Lieutenant-General  Hill 
where  to  place  me,  I  moved  immediately  on,  at- 
tracting some  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Observing  that  I  was  approaching  near  the  ene- 
my, I  ordered  Captain  Hunt  to  take  his  two 
Whitworth  guns  out  of  the  column  and  place 
them  in  the  best  position  he  could  find  on  the 
hills  in  rear.  Captain  Johnson's  battery  had 
previously  been  detached  by  order  of  General 
Anderson,  and  left  at  Broad  Run.  With  the  re- 
maining nine  guns,  I  proceeded  to  follow  Major 
Duncan,  who  pointed  out  an  open  space  between 
two  pine  thickets  as  the  position  which  I  was 
to  occupy.  Our  line  of  infantry  was  then  in  the 
act  of  advancing  over  the  hill  at  this  point,  and 
drew  a  heavy  musketry  fire  on  them  in  rear.  I 
therefore  halted  my  column  at  the  base  of  the 
rising  ground  in  front,  sending  word  by  Lieu- 
tenant Houston,  my  Ordnance  Officer,  who  ac- 
companied me  on  the  field,  to  Lieutenant-General 
Hill,  why  I  had  done  BO,  and  ordering  the  pieces 
to  draw  up  under  cover,  I  proceeded  to  look  at 
the  ground  with  Major  Duncan.  On  casting  my 
eye  over  the  field,  I  saw  and  represented  to  Major 
Duncan  the  exposure  of  the  situation,  because  of 
its  proximity  to  the  railroad  bank,  being  only 
four  or  five  hundred  yards  distant,  where  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle  was  posted,  and  in  full 
view  of  a  number  of  opposing  batteries,  stretch- 
ing from  the  left  to  the  extreme  right.  He 
(Major  Duncan)  left,  saying  he  would  represent 
the  situation  to  General  Hill.  In  the  meantime 
our  line  had  advanced  a  short  distance  over  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  and  exhibiting  symptoms  of 
wavering,  I  ordered  up  five  light  rifle-guns,  con- 
sisting of  the  Second  Rockbridge  battery,  three 
guns,  Lieutenant  Wallace  commanding,  and  a 
section  of  Hunt's  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Crenshaw,  and  directed  them  to  open  with  shell, 
firing  over  the  heads  of  our  men. 

Lieutenant  Houston  returned  just  at  this 
time,  with  a  message  from  General  Hill,  that  he 
wished  me  to  take  a  position  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  I  therefore  ordered  up  a  section  of 
Rice's  Napoleon  battery,  placing  it  to  the  left  of 
the  rifle-guns.  Before  this  order  was  executed, 
however,  our  line  of  infantry  in  front  had  broken, 
and  falling  back  to  the  guns,  passed  on  to  the 
rear ;  my  officers  joined  me  in  endeavoring  to 
rally  and  stop  them  upon  the  slope  in  rear  of 
the  guns,  but  without  avail.  Lieutenant  Wilson 
while  thus  engaged  was  struck  down  and  seri- 
ously injured  by  a  shell. 

The  ground  being  clear  of  our  infantry  in 
front,  I  directed  a  round  or  two  of  canister  to 
be  thrown  at  the  enemy  along  the  railroad,  but 
pointed  the  fire  chiefly  against  the  opposing 
battery,  which  concentrated  upon  me  a  con- 
verging fire  from  three  directions.  I  despatched 
a  messenger  hastily  to  General  Hill,  to  say  that 
I  was  badly  enfiladed  from  the  right,  and  re- 
garded the  position  untenable,  which  message 
the  General  has  since  informed  me  he  did  not 
receive. 


Believing  I  could  obtain  a  position  to  the 
right,  where  I  could  divert  the  enemy's"  fire,  I 
proceeded  in  that  direction  with  the  two  guns 
undisposed  of,  a  section  of  Napoleon,  under 
Lieutenant  Price,  and  met  Major  Duncan  on  the 
way,  who  told  me  guns  were  needed  in  that 
quarter,  and  who  showed  me  a  position  from 
which  the  enemy's  battery,  then  annoying  me 
so  much,  could  be  taken  almost  in  rear.  He 
informed  me  at  the  same  time  that  General  Long 
would  have  up  a  number  of  guns  in  a  few  min- 
utes, and  as  one  of  Lieutenant  Price's  waS  de- 
tained by  an  accident  on  the  way,  1  deemed  it 
imprudent  to  open  with  one  gun,  and  ordered 
the  Lieutenant  to  report  to  General  Long  as 
soon  as  he  came  up,  and  desired  him  to  open 
immediately. 

Returning  to  the  first  position,  where  I  had 
left  seven  guns  engaged,  I  observed  that  the 
fire  had  ceased.  On  inquiring  the  reason  of 
Lieutenant  Wallace,  then  in  command,  he  re- 
plied that  he  had  not  men  enough  left  to  work 
the  guns  ;  that  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and 
he  had  just  been  to  look  for  infantry  support. 
I  at  once  ordered  the  guns  to  be  dragged  down 
the  hill  by  hand,  and  the  remaining  men,  who 
were  lying  in  the  bush,  started  forward ;  but  at 
that  instant,  a  body  of  the  enemy,  apparently 
skirmishers,  appeared  stealing  over  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  and  in  a  moment  more  were  among  the 
guns.  I  saw  it  was  too  late  to  remove  them, 
and  directed  the  limbers  and  caissons  to  be 
drawn  off  on  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  the 
men  to  retire  without  noise. 

Believing  the  number  of  the  enemy  at  the 
guns  to  be  small,  and  that  they  could  still  be 
recovered  with  prompt  action,  I  rode  rapidly  in 
search  of  a  body  of  infantry,  but  the  plain  in 
my  rear  was  bare  of  all  troops.  After  some  min- 
utes, I  found  a  brigade — General  Walker's,  I 
think — and  reported  to  him  the  condition  of 
affairs,  and  desired  him  to  throw  forward  a  body 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

A  few  minutes  after  I  observed  General  Heth 
approaching,  when  I  informed  him  also  of  my 
situation.  Lieutenant  Wallace  informs  me  that 
he  saw  the  enemy  roll  off  the  guns  by  hand,  in 
a  few  minutes  after  they  were  taken  possession 
of.  The  two  Napoleon  guns  of  Captain  Rice 
were  both  disabled,  having  their  axles  broken, 
and  the  cheek  of  one  shivered  ;  one  was  drag- 
ged off  before  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
The  other  was  recovered  the  next  morning. 
All  the  ammunition  in  the  limbers  of  the  pieces 
was  expended  by  Captain  Rice,  his  caissons 
being  kept  in  rear.  He  estimates  the  time 
during  which  he  was  engaged,  at  one  hour  ; 
his  casualties  were  eight  men  wounded,  and  ten 
horses  disabled. 

The  five  rifle  pieces,  which  preceded  Captain 
Rice  in  the  action,  were  engaged  probably  an 
hour  and  a  quarter.  Lieutenant  Wallace's  three 
guns  fired  two  hundred  and  four  rounds.  His 
casualties  were  two  Lieutenants  wounded,  and 
two  men  killed  and  thirteen  wounded  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Crenshaw's  section  fired  oiily  twenty-five 
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rounds  ;  his  casualties  were  one  man  killed  and 
sixteen"  wounded. 

The  total  of  casualties  was  three  men  killed 
and  thirty-nine  wounded ;  forty-four  horses  were 
disabled.  The  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  under 
Lieutenant  Price,  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jones,  of  General  Long's  command,  and  was 
engaged  late  in  the  afternoon,  without  suffering 
any  loss  in  men  or  horses.  The  section  of 
Whitworths  fired  eight  shots  at  the  enemy,  also 
without  loss. 

*  I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.    G.   MclNTOSH, 

Major  Artillery. 


Doc.  49. 
EXPEDITION  INTO  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  STEVENSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  STEVENSON'S  DIVISION,"} 

NEAR  TYNER'S  STATION,  > 

November  12,  1863.J 

To  Colonel  G.   W.  Brent,  A.  A.  G.  Army  of 


COLONEL  :  Agreeably  to  orders  received  from 
army  headquarters  on  the  seventeenth  ultimo,  I 
proceeded  to  Charleston,  Tennessee,  arriving 
there  with  a  portion  of  my  command  about  two 
o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  nineteenth  ultimo. 

The  failure  of  the  railroad  officials  to  carry 
out  the  arrangements  and  obey  the  orders  rela- 
tive to  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  and  the 
delay  caused  thereby,  have  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  special  communication  to  the  com- 
manding General. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Charleston  I 
gave  the  following  directions  to  Colonels  Morri- 
son and  Dibrell,  commanding  brigades  of  cav- 
alry: 

"  Colonel  Morrison,  with  his  whole  effective 
force,  reinforced  by  Colonel  McKenzie's  and 
Major  Jessie's  commands,  will  move  so  as 
to  reach  the  rear  of  Philadelphia  by  daylight 
to-morrow  morning,  and  be  prepared  to  co-oper- 
ate with  Colonel  Dibrell,  who,  with  his  effective 
command,  will  advance  so  as  to  attack  the  ene- 
my, supposed  to  be  at  that  point,  at  daylight. 
Should  the  enemy  not  be  found  at  Philadelphia, 
the  commands  will  seek  and  capture  or  drive 
him  across  the  Tennessee.  Having  routed  the 
cavalry,  they  will  move  on  London,  and,  should 
the  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry  there  be  small, 
will  attack  and  carry  that  place.  In  that  event 
London  will  be  held  by  a  sufficient  force,  and 
suitable  scouts  sent  up  the  river  for  information 
with  regard  to  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 
Colonel  Morrison  will  send  a  select  force  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  command  of  a  suita- 
ble officer,  to  destroy  the  ferry  at  Kingston.  He 
will  also  detail  from  his  command  two  compa- 
nies to  picket  the  river  on  our  left  flank." 


The  movement  directed  was  at  once  com- 
menced, but  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  cross- 
ing the  Hiwassee  at  the  ford  by  which  Col- 
onel Morrison  moved,  the  attack  was  not  made 
until  as  late  as  one  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  the  twentieth 
ultimo.  For  a  time  the  resistance  was  stub- 
born, the  enemy  making  a  gallant  fight,  but 
finally  they  broke  and  fled,  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion, to  their  defences  at  London.  The  fact 
that  they  had  there  a  fortified  position,  with  an 
infantry  support,  the  approach  of  darkness,  and 
the  exhaustion  of  our  cavalry  after  their  long 
march  and  severe  fight,  decided  Colonels  Morri- 
son and  DibreU  not  to  make  an  immediate  at- 
tack upon  London.  Our  loss  amounted  to  fif- 
teen killed,  eighty-two  wounded,  and  three  miss- 
ing. That  of  the  enemy  was  greater  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  by  capture  about  seven  hundred 
prisoners,  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  all  their 
wagons,  ambulances,  and  camp  equipage.  On 
the  next  morning  the  enemy  advanced  in  force, 
infantry  and  cavalry,  from  London,  and  Colonels 
Morrison  and  Dibrell  withdrew  their  commands 
to  Sweetwater,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  infantry.  The  enemy  fell  back  to  London  that 
night.  I  reached  the  front  on  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-second,  moved  the  infantry  to  Mouse 
Creek  that  day,  and  soon  afterwards  to  Sweet- 
water.  On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third  of 
October  the  enemy  advanced  in  considerable 
force  and  engaged  the  cavalry  for  a  short  time, 
retiring  at  dusk.  Their  loss  is  not  known. 
Ours  is  five  wounded. 

The  same  movement  was  again  made  by  them 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  October. 
In  this  affair  our  loss  was  three  wounded  and 
five  missing.  The  enemy  are  known  to  have 
had  three  commissioned  officers  and  several 
privates  killed,  and  a  number  wounded. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  October  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  notorious  bushwhacker  and 
robber,  Bryson,  had  been  sent,  with  his  com- 
mand, by  Burnside,  to  get  in  my  rear  and  obtain 
information  as  to  our  movements  and  intentions. 
I  immediately  gave  Brigadier-General  Vaughn 
a  detachment  of  about  one  hundred  men,  and 
directed  him  to  intercept  and,  if  possible,  to  de- 
stroy the  party.  He  succeeded  in  dispersing 
them,  killing  several,  and  taking  among  the  pris- 
oners a  Captain.  During  the  pursuit  Bryson 
himself  was  killed. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  October  Cheatham's 
division,  commanded  during  the  expedition  by 
Brigadier-General  Jackson,  reached  Athens,  and 
by  this  accession  my  force,  before  so  weak  as 
to  be  entirely  inadequate  for  a  decided  move- 
ment against  the  enemy  at  London,  was  strength- 
ened to  such  an  extent  as  would  have  enabled 
me  to  actively  assume  the  offensive ;  but  the 
enemy,  informed  doubtless  by  disloyal  citizens 
of  the  arrival  of  these  reinforcements,  evacu- 
ated London  on  the  night  of  the  same  day. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  October  I  sent  Brig- 
adier-General Vaughn,  with  a  force  of  cavalry, 
across  the  Little  Tennessee  River  at  Morgan- 
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town,  with  orders  to  make  a  demonstration 
upon  Knoxville  and  gain  all  the  information  he 
could  of  the  enemy's  force,  movements,  arfd  in- 
tentions. He  found  a  force  at  Leaper's  Ferry  ; 
attacked  and  drove  them  across  the  river  after 
quite  a  sharp  engagement,  inflicting  considerable 
loss  upon  them.  He  also  went  to  Lenoir's  Ferry. 
The  sudden  and  heavy  rain  that  fell  at  this  time 
raised  the  Little  Tennessee  so  rapidly  that  it 
became  exceedingly  hazardous  for  him  to  re- 
main on  that  side,  and  he  accordingly  returned 
to  Morgantown. 

On  the  third  of  November,  Colonel  Dibrell 
crossed  the  Little  Tennessee,  with  about  seven 
hundred  men,  but  found  the  enemy  in  too  great 
force  in  his  front  to  permit  him  to  make  any 
decided  move.  The  results  of  these  scouts  in 
eliciting  information  were  promptly  communi- 
cated to  you  by  telegraph. 

On  the  fourth  of  November  I  received  orders 
by  telegraph  to  send  two  of  the  brigades  of 
Cheatham's  division  to  Tyner's  by  railroad  on  the 
fifth,  and  the  remaining  two  on  the  sixth,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  to  send  the  two  brigades  of 
my  own  division.  On  the  eighth  instant  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  commanding  General  to 
leave  Brigadier-General  Gumming  to  bring  on 
my  division,  and  report  in  person  at  army  head- 
quarters as  soon  as  possible  after  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  at  Sweetwater. 
He  reached  that  point  on  the  night  of  the 
ninth,  and,  as  directed,  I  left  Sweetwater  on  the 
morning  of  the  tenth,  arriving  at  Tyner's  upon 
the  same  day. 

I  am,  Colonel,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MORRISON". 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  FORCES,  ) 

OWEN'S,  NEAR  SWEETWATER,  TENNESSEE,  October  27,  1863.  j" 

Major  J.  J.  Reeves.  A.  A.G.: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
agreeably  to  instructions  from  General  Steven- 
Bon,  I  succeeded  in  getting  my  entire  command, 
numbering  about  eighteen  hundred  men,  across 
Hiwassee  River,  at  and  above  Rencannon's  Fer- 
ry, by  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth 
instant.  I  immediately  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  the  rear  of  Philadelphia,  the  distance  to  the 
point  where  I  expected  to  strike  the  Philadel- 
phia and  London  road  being  fifty  miles;  The 
weather  was  very  disagreeable,  and  the  roads 
were  in  very  bad  condition,  rendered  worse 
every  hour  by  the  incessant  showers  that  had 
been  falling  since  I  left  Harrison.  Men  and 
officers  bore  up  astonishingly  under  the  circum- 
stances, having,  in  crossing  the  river  and  making 
the  march,  lost  two  nights'  sleep  in  succession. 
On  arriving  near  Philadelphia,  I  communicated 
with  Colonel  Dibrell,  suggesting  that  he  had 
better  move  up  and  make  a  demonstration  in 
the  front,  so  that  I  could  without  interruption 


and  undiscovered,  make  the  enemy's  rear ;  and 
reaching  Pond  Creek,  a  point  to  the  left  of  and 
opposite  Philadelphia,  I  intercepted  and  cap- 
tured a  foraging  train  and  forty  prisoners.  From 
this  point  I  sent  a  party  on  each  of  the  roads 
leading  into  town,  with  instructions  to  drive  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  and  hold  their  positions  if 
possible,  and  thus  prevent  his  learning  the  direc- 
tion taken  by  the  main  part  of  my  command.  I 
finally  reached  the  rear  of  Philadelphia,  after 
a  hard  march  of  fifty  miles  in  fifteen  hours,  un- 
observed. I  caused  the  telegraph  wire  to  be 
cut,  and  sent  as  rapidly  as  possible  one  regi- 
ment to  London,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  there 
to  make  a  feint  and  prevent  General  White  from 
reinforcing  Woolford  at  Philadelphia,  with  his 
infantry  from  that  point.  The  surprise  was  com- 
plete, and  the  feint  at  London  a  success.  I  now 
hastened  on  to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  two 
miles,  and  soon  had  a  view  of  the  enemy's  line 
of  battle,  whereupon  I  dismounted  my  men- and 
commenced  the  attack,  Colonel  Dibrell  having 
opened  an  artillery  duel  in  the  front  some  time 
before.  The  enemy,  on  discovering  me  in  their 
rear,  at  once  turned  their  whole  force,  with  six 
pieces  of  artillery,  against  my  command,  which 
was  now  reduced  to  about  one  thousand  men. 
Afterwards  ensued  one  of  the  hardest  cavalry 
fights  of  the  war,  both  sides  struggling  vigorously 
for  the  mastery.  I  was  made  to  fall  back  twice,  but 
with  little  effort  each  time  rallied  my  men,  and 
soon  had  the  enemy  completely  routed  and  fly- 
ing in  confusion  towards  London,  capturing  their 
artillery  (six  pieces),  wagon  train,  ambulances, 
stores,  and  between  five  hundred  and  seven 
hundred  prisoners.  A  portion  of  the  latter  was 
captured  by  Colonel  Dibrell's  command. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  con- 
ducted themselves  handsomely  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  march  to  the  rout  of  the 
enemy  at  Philadelphia,  but  credit  is  especially 
due  to  Colonel  Hart,  of  the  Sixth  Georgia,  Col- 
onel Rice,  of  the  Third  Confederate,  and  Colonel 
Harper,  of  the  First  Georgia  cavalry,  who  lost 
a  leg  while  leading  his  men  in  a  gallant  charge. 
Colonels  Rice  and  Hart  occupied  the  left,  and 
nobly  did  each  do  his  duty.  From  an  intrepid 
charge  on  the  enemy's  rear,  his  artillery,  wagons, 
and  stores,  with  most  of  the  prisoners,  fell  into 
their  hands.  Lieutenant  George  Yoe,  Captain 
Davidson  Lamar,  and  Adjutant  John  W.  Tench, 
acting  on  my  staff,  have  my  thanks  for  their 
assistance,  efficiency,  and  gallantry  on  the 
field. 

Although  the  victory  was  complete,  the  fruits 
of  it  fell  short,  far,  of  what  they  would  have 
reached  if  I  had  had  the  prompt  co-operation 
of  the  forces  in  front. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  fourteen 
killed,  eighty-two  wounded.  Those  of  the  enemy 
much  larger. 

J.  J.  MORRISON, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

JNO.  J.  REEVES, 

A.  A.  G. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  DIBRELL. 

HKADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,       \ 
ARMSTRONG'S  DIVISION,  Sunday,  October  27, 1863.  / 

Major  J.  J.  Reeves,  A.  A.  G. :' 

SIR  :  According  to  previous  orders  received, 
I  moved  with  my  brigade  and  a  detachment  of 
General  Morgan's  command,  from  Charleston,  on 
the  nineteenth,  at  twelve  o'clock  M.  ;  crossed 
the  Hiwassee  River  and  travelled  all  night.  By 
an  agreement  with  Colonel  Morrison,  command- 
ing brigade,  I  was  to  be  in  front  of  Philadelphia 
by  twelve  M.,  of  the  twentieth.  He  was  to 
cross  the  Hiwassee  below  me  and  move  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  Subsequently  Colonel  Mor- 
rison notified  me  that  he  could  not  be  at  the 
appointed  place  before  two  o'clock  p.  M.  Mean- 
time I  advanced  my  forces,  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets,  kept  up  a  skirmish  at  a  respectable  dis- 
tance, keeping  all  my  command  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy,  except  two  regiments  and  one  sec- 
tion of  artillery,  until  Colonel  Morrison  could 
get  in  position.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  I 
moved  rapidly  forward  and  opened  upon  the 
enemy  with  my  artillery,  and  charged  them 
with  cavalry,  held  in  readiness  for  that  purpose, 
completely  routing  the  enemy  and  scattering 
them  through  the  woods  in  every  direction, 
capturing  in  all  six  pieces  of  artillery,  all  their 
wagons,  ambulances,  stores,  &c.,  and  a  large 
number  of  horses,  equipments,  &c.,  five  hun- 
dred and  six  prisoners. 

In  this  engagement  I  only  claim  for  my  bri- 
gade that  they  did  their  part  most  admirably, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  reputation  they  had  pre- 
viously so  richly  merited  ;  and  I  fully  accord  to 
Colonel  Morrison's  brigade  an  equal  share  of  all 
the  glories  won,  for  the  gallant  part  acted  by 
them  in  the  engagements.  Without  their  co-op- 
eration, so  brilliant  a  success  would  have  proven 
a  failure,  as  the  enemy  were  but  a  few  miles 
from  a  large  infantry  force  to  support  them. 

My  loss  was  one  man  killed  and  three  cap- 
tured. A  few  horses  were  wounded. 

Brigadier-General  Yaughn  had  kindly  volun- 
teered his  services,  which  were  invaluable  to 
me,  and  his  gallantry  and  daring  charge  upon 
the  enemy  has  endeared  him  to  my  brigade,  and 
caused  them  all  to  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
bravest  of  the  brave. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  twenty-third  my 
loss  was  five  wounded ;  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
not  known.  In  the  engagement  of  yesterday, 
my  loss  was  three  wounded  and  five  missing. 
Two  horses  were  wounded.  The  enemy  left 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  dead  and  wounded  upon 
the  field,  and  are  known  to  have  had  three  com- 
missioned officers  and  several  privates  killed 
and  a  number  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers,  both 
cavalry  and  artillery,  was  very  fine  during  all 
the  engagements. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 
Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 


Doc.  50. 
THE  BATTLE  OP  MANASSAS. 

GENERAL  BEAUREGARD'S  ORDER  BEFORE  THE  BATTLE. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THB  POTOMAC,  1 
July  20,  1861.     j 

Special  Order,  No.  — . 

The  following  order  is  published  for  the  in- 
formation of  division  and  brigade  commanders  : 

First. — Brigadier-General  E well's  brigade  will 
march  via  Union  Mills  Ford,  and  place  itself  in 
position  of  attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  will  be 
held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack 
upon  CentreviUe,  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of 
Sangster's  Cross-roads,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Second.  —  Brigadier-General  Jones'  brigade, 
supported  by  Colonel  Early's  brigade,  will 
march  via  McLean's  Ford,  to  place  itself  in  po- 
sition of  attack  on  the  enemy,  on  or  about  the 
Union  MiUs  and  CentreviUe  roads.  It  will  be  held 
in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  on 
CentreviUe  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fair- 
fax Station,  according  to  circumstances,  with 
its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of  E well's  com- 
mand, more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Third. — Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  bri- 
gade, supported  by  Brigadier-General  Jackson's 
brigade,  will  march  via  McLean's  Ford,  to  place 
itself  in  position  of  attack  upon  the  enemy,  on 
or  about  the  Union  Mill  and  CentreviUe  road. 
It  will  be  held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the 
attack  on  CentreviUe  or  to  move  in  the  direction 
of  Fairfax  Court  House,  according  to  circum- 
stances, with  its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of 
Jones'  command,  more  or  less  distant,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  country. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Fourth. — Brigadier-General -Bonham's  brigade, 
supported  by  Colonel  Barton's  brigade,  will 
march  via  Mitchell's  Ford,  to  the  attack  of  Cen- 
treviUe, the  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Third 
division,  more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  of  the  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  wiU  be  given  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Fifth. — Colonel  Cocke's  brigade,  supported  by 
Colonel  Elsey's  brigade,  will  march  via  Stone 
Bridge  and  the  fords  on  the  right  thereto,  to  the 
attack  of  CentreviUe  ;  the  right  wing  to  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  division,  more  or  less  distant,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  th« 
attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

^'^.—Brigadier-General  Bee's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Wilcox's  brigade,  Colonel 
Stuart's  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of 
Walton's  battery,  wiU  form  the  reserve,  and  wiU 
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march  via  Mitchell's  Ford,  to  be  used  according 
to  circumstances. 

Seventh. — The  light  batteries  will  be  distrib- 
uted as  follows : 

1.  To  General  Swell's  command,  Captain  Walk- 
er's six  pieces. 

2.  To  Brigadier-General  Jones,  Captains  Al- 
bertis'  and  Standard's  batteries,  eight  pieces. 

3.  To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  Colonel 
Pendleton's  and  Captain    Imboden's  batteries, 
eight  pieces. 

4.  To  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  Captains 
Kemper's  and  Shields'  batteries,  eight  pieces. 

5.  T«  Colonel  Cocke,  Colonel  Hunton's,  Cap- 
tains Latham's  and  Beckham's  batteries,  twelve 
pieces. 

Eighth. — Colonel  Radford,  commanding  cav- 
alry, will  detail,  to  report  immediately,  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Jones,  two  companies 
cavalry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  two  compa- 
nies cavalry. 

To  General  Bonham,  three  companies  cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Cocke,  the  remaining  companies  of 
cavalry,  except  those  on  special  service. 

Ninth. — The  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  after 
the  fall  of  Centreville,  will  advance  to  the  attack 
of  Fairfax  Court  House,  via  the  Braddock  and 
Turnpike  roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Third  divisions  will, 
if  necessary,  support  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  di- 
visions. 

Tenth. — In  this  movement  the  First,  Second, 
and  Third  divisions  will  form  the  command  of 
General  Holmes  ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions 
that  of  the  second  in  command.  The  reserve 
will  move  upon  the  plains  between  Mitchell's 
Ford  and  Stone  Bridge,  and,  together  with  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  divisions,  will  be  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  General  Beauregard. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

A.  A.  General. 


Doc.  51. 

BATTLES    OF    POCOTALIGO    AND 
YEMASSJEE. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  W.  S.  WALKER.* 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT.  S.  C.,1 
POCOTALIGO,  November  4,  1862.         j 

Brigadier-General   Thomas  Jordan,   Chief  of 

Staff  and  A.  A.  G.  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  about 
nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sec- 
ond of  October,  1  was  informed  by  my  pickets 
that  the  enemy  were  landing  in  force  at  Mac- 
key's  Point,  from  twelve  gunboats  and  trans- 
ports. I  was  notified,  at  the  same  time,  that 

*  See  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  6,  page  40,  Documents. 


they  were  ascending  the  Coosawhatchie  River 
with  four  transports. 

The  command  was  immediately  ordered  under 
arms,  to  march  to  Old  Pocotaligo.  I  moved  in 
advance  to  the  telegraph  office  ;  and  made  the 
foUowing  disposition  of  my  forces  :  The  Lafay- 
ette artillery,  four  pieces,  under  Lieutenant  Le- 
Bleur,  and  a  section  of  the  Beaufort  volunteer 
artillery,  under  Lieutenant  N.  M.  Stuart,  were 
ordered  to  Coosawhatchie,  a  town  two  miles  dis- 
tant from  my  headquarters  in  McPhersonville, 
and  five  from  Old  Pocotaligo.  Captain  Wyman's 
company,  stationed  near  Coosawhatchie,  and  five 
other  companies  of  the  Eleventh  regiment  of 
infantry,  from  Hardeeville,  were  ordered  to  sup- 
port this  artillery.  Colonel  Colcocke's  command 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry,  and  two  compa- 
nies of  sharpshooters,  had  been  recently  notified 
to  expect  an  attack  at  Coosawhatchie,  and  in 
that  event  were  instructed  to  move  to  its  sup- 
port. Major  Jefford's  command,  of  three  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  were  ordered  from  Green 
Pond  to  the  Saltkehatchie  Bridge.  With  the 
blessings  of  a  good  Providence,  these  combina- 
tions of  my  forces,  scattered  over  an  extent  of 
sixty  miles,  were  effected  in  time  to  foil  the 
enemy. 

I  also  telegraphed  to  General  Beauregard's 
headquarters  to  Brigadier-General  Hagood,  com- 
manding Second  Military  District,  and  to  Briga- 
dier-General Mercer,  at  Savannah,  for  reinforce- 
ments, requesting  those  from  Charleston  to  dis- 
embark at  Pocotaligo,  and  those  from  Savannah 
at  Coosawhatchie.  Captain  W.  L.  Trenholm, 
who  was  in  command  of  the  outposts,  consist- 
ing of  two  companies — his  Rutledge  mounted 
riflemen  and  Captain  Kirk's  partisan  rangers — 
was  ordered  to  withdraw  the  main  body  of  the 
pickets,  only  leaving  a  few  important  posts 
guarded. 

The  force  with  which  I  first  engaged  the 
enemy  consisted  of  two  sections  of  the  Beau- 
fort volunteer  artiUery  arid  the  Nelson  light 
artillery,  eight  pieces,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Stephen  Elliott;  the  Charleston  light 
dragoons,  Captain  B.  W.  Rutledge;  First  bat- 
talion  cavalry,  Major  Morgan ;  Captain  D.  B. 
Heyward's  company  of  cavalry  ;  Captain  Kirk's 
partisan  rangers ;  Captain  Allston's  company  of 
sharpshooters;  Captain  Izard's  Company  I,  of 
the  Eleventh  regiment  of  infantry,  Lieutenant 
W.  L.  Campbell  commanding  ;  number  in  all 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  (475). 

As  one-fourth  of  the  cavalry  were  horse-hold- 
ers, the  force  actually  engaged  was  reduced  to 
four  hundred  and  five  (405)  men. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  represented  by 
prisoners,  and  confirmed  by  the  statement  of 
negroes  who  had  crossed  Port  Royal  Ferry  to 
the  main  land  on  that  day  and  been  captured,  to 
be  seven  regiments,  one  of  which  I  judge  went 
to  Coosawhatchie. 

I  sent  in  advance  a  section  of  the  Beaufort 
volunteer  artillery,  supported  by  Captain  Alls- 
ton's  sharpshooters  and  two  companies  of  cav- 
alry under  Major  Morgan  to  skirmish  with  the 
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enemy,  while  I  took  position  on  the  Mackey's 
Point  road,  near  Dr.  Hutson's  residence,  at  a 
salt  marsh  skirted  by  woods  on  both  sides  and 
crossed  by  a  causeway.  After  a  short  encoun- 
ter with  the  enemy,  in  which  Major  Morgan, 
while  at  the  head  of  his  command,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  ankle,  my  advance  force  retired 
in  good  order  to  the  main  position.  The  Beau- 
fort artillery  was  posted  in  and  near  the  road 
commanding  the  causeway,  and  the  Nelson  artil- 
lery in  an  open  field  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of 
skirmishers  and  screened  from  the  enemy  by 
the  trees  in  front  A  dropping  fire  of  infantry 
first  commenced,  which  was  soon  swelled  by 
their  artillery.  Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of 
the  trees  fringing  the  other  side  of  the  swamp, 
I  found  that  my  artillery  were  suffering  severely 
in  men  and  horses,  and,  accordingly,  after  hold- 
ing my  ground  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I 
determined  to  withdraw  to  a  second  position 
two  miles  and  a  half  in  rear.  This  was  done  in 
good  order,  Captain  Allston's  sharpshooters  and 
part  of  Company  1,  Eleventh  -infantry,  covering 
our  retreat  and  behaving  for  the  most  part  with 
great  spirit.  At  the  head  of  the  road  I  was 
joined  by  Captain  Trenholm  with  the  larger  por- 
tion of  his  company  and  Captain  Kirk's.  I 
assigned  the  command  of  the  cavalry  to  him, 
and  ordered  my  whole  force  to  move  back 
across  Pocotaligo  Bridge  and  take  up  a  position 
among  the  houses  and  scattered  trees  of  the 
hamlet 

The  artillery  was  placed  in  position  to  com- 
mand the  bridge  and  causeway — the  Charleston 
light  dragoons  being  held  in  reserve.  The 
bridge  was  ordered  to  be  torn  up  ;  and  this 
was  scarcely  done  when  the  enemy  appeared 
in  sight  and  commenced  a  continuous  and  rapid 
fire  of  musketry  and  rifled  guns.  Lieutenant 
Massie,  of  the  Nelson  artillery,  could  bring  only 
one  piece  of  his  battery  into  action,  owing  to 
the  original  smallness  of  his  company,  now 
greatly  reduced  by  deaths  and  wounds. 

Two  pieces  of  the  Beaufort  artiUery  were  si- 
lenced by  the  disabling  of  the  gunners  ;  the  re- 
maining two  kept  up  a  fire  to  the  close  of  the 
fight.  The  enemy's  artillery  was  entirely  si- 
lenced and  withdrawn  early  in  the  action.  One 
piece  of  the  Beaufort  Artillery  was  most  judi- 
ciously withdrawn  during  the  battle  and  posted 
three  hundred  yards  on  my  right,  under  Ser- 
geant-Major Fuller.  It  was  retired  by  a  cross- 
road unseen  by  the  enemy,  and  had  all  the 
effect  of  a  reinforcement  from  its  new  and  un- 
expected position.  It  fired  spherical  case,  and 
the  practice  was  excellent 

At  the  crisis  of  the  fight  I  ordered  up  the 
Charleston  Light  Dragoons.  That  gallant  corps 
came  forward  with  an  inspiriting  shout  and 
took  position  on  my  left,  which  wanted  strength- 
ening. 

I  had  been  notified  by  telegraph  that  rein- 
forcements were  on  the  way  from  Charleston 
and  Savannah  and  Adams'  Run.  The  Nelson 
battalion  of  two  hundred  men,  Captain  Slight 
commanding,  was  the  only  reinforcement  that 


arrived  in  time  for  the  fight,  about  an  hour  and 
a  hah0  before  its  close. 

As  soon  as  this  corps  made  its  appearance 
near  the  field,  I  ordered  one-half  to  a  position 
commanding  a  causeway  some  six  hundred 
yards  on  my  right,  to  protect  my  flank  ;  and  the 
remainder  was  deployed  to  the  front  to  relieve 
my  exhausted  men.  The  arrival  of  this  battal- 
ion gave  me  assurance  of  victory ;  I  felt  per- 
fectly certain  of  success. 

The  two  companies  sent  to  my  right  under 
Captain  Brooks  were  well  handled  ;  one  was  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  and  subjected  to  a  scat- 
tering fire.  Their  appearance  threatened  the 
enemy's  flank,  and  no  doubt  hastened  his  re- 
treat 

The  enemy  continued  their  fire  until  six 
o'clock  P.  M.,  when  it  slackened  and  ceased.  I 
then  sent  a  squad  of  six  men  of  the  Rutledge 
Mounted  Riflemen  over  the  bridge  to  ascertain 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  bridge  was  in 
so  damaged  a  condition  that  it  was  some  time 
before  the  infantry  could  cross. 

The  cavalry  were  obliged  to  make  a  circuit 
of  five  miles  to  reach  the  head  of  the  road  by 
which  the  enemy  had  retreated.  This  enabled 
them  to  retire  unmolested.  As  soon  as  the 
cavalry  arrived,  I  sent  two  companies,  Rutledge 
Mounted  Riflemen,  Lieutenant  L.  I.  Walker  com- 
manding, and  Captain  Kirk's  Partisan  Rangers, 
to  follow  up  the  retreat  I  was  reluctant  to 
send  a  larger  force,  as  I  did  not  know  the  result 
of  the  contest  at  Coosawhatchie,  and  from  the 
telegraph  wire  being  cut,  was  fearful  it  was  dis- 
astrous to  our  arms.  A  locomotive  was  de- 
spatched from  Pocotaligo  Station  by  my  Aid, 
Mr.  R.  M.  Fuller,  and  two  couriers  by  myself  to 
that  point  to  reconnoitre,  while  I  held  my  force 
at  the  junction  of  the  Mackey's  Point  and  Coo- 
sawhatchie roads,  ready  to  operate  either  way. 
The  cavalry  had  proceeded  but  two  and  a  half 
miles  in  pursuit  when  they  were  stopped  by  a 
bridge  completely  torn  up  and  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  in  their  flight  This  could  not  be  re- 
paired until  morning.  There  were  abundant 
evidences  that  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  was 
precipitate  and  disordered.  One  hundred  small 
arms  were  picked  up  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  stores  and  ammunition.  The  road  was  strewn 
with  the  debris  of  the  beaten  foe.  Forty-six  of 
the  enemy's  dead  were  found  on  the  battle-field 
and  roadside.  Seven  fresh  graves  were  dis- 
covered at  Mackey's  Point  I  estimated  their 
total  killed  and  wounded  at  three  hundred. 

The  fight,  from  the  first  fire  of  our  advance  to 
the  final  retreat  of  the  enemy,  lasted  from  half 
past  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  to  six  o'clock  p.  M.  We 
have  ample  reason  to  believe  that  our  small 
force  not  only  fought  against  great  odds,  *but 
against  fresh  troops  brought  up  to  replace  those 
first  engaged.  The  entire  command  had  been 
earnestly  warned  in  orders  not  to  waste  their 
fire.  This  caution  was  urged  upon  them  during 
the  action  by  the  commanding  officer,  his  aids, 
and  the  company  officers.  I  am  satisfied,  from 
my  own  observation,  they  fired  with  care  and 
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judgment ;  and  yet  some  of  our  men  expended 
eighty  rounds  of  cartridges  in  the  battle.  The 
close  vicinity  of  the  ordnance  train  under  its 
energetic  chief,  Captain  W.  W.  Elliott,  enabled 
me  to  keep  up  the  supply. 

I  beg  to  express  my  admiration  of  the  re- 
markable courage  and  tenacity  with  which  the 
troops  held  their  ground.  The  announcement 
of  my  determination  to  maintain  my  position 
until  reinforcements  arrived  seemed  to  fix  them 
to  the  spot  with  unconquerable  resolution. 

The  rapid  and  continuous  volleys  of  the  ene- 
my's musketry  were  only  intermitted  while  fresh 
troops  were  brought  up  and  while  those  en- 
gaged retired. 

The  Beaufort  volunteer  artillery  fought  with 
great  courage,  and  their  pieces  were  admirably 
served.  Captain  Stephen  Elliott,  whose  name 
is  identified  with  the  history  of  the  defence  of 
this  coast  by  many  a  daring  exploit,  behaved 
with  his  accustomed  coolness,  skill,  arid  deter- 
mination. 

Captain  Trenholm,  in  command  of  the  cavalry, 
again  exhibited  high  qualities  as  a  soldier  on 
the  same  ground  where  he  had  won  his  first 
laurels. 

Captain  Edwards,  Company  "  B,"  First  battal- 
ion cavalry,  showed  good  conduct  in  the  com- 
mand of  his  company. 

Lieutenant  Walker,  commanding  the  Rutledge 
Mounted  Riflemen,  displayed  judgment  and  dar- 
ing. His  compan}'  were  as  steady  as  veterans, 
using  their  rifles  with  great  precision  and  effect. 

When  the  battle  was  hottest  I  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Walker  to  take  a  squad  of  his  men  and 
assist  the  Beaufort  artillery  to  remove  one  of 
their  pieces  further  to  the  rear.  This  was  most 
gallantly  done  under  a  severe  fire. 

Lieutenant  Massie,  of  the  Nelson  Light  Artil- 
lery, was  active  and  energetic  in  the  service  of 
his  guns. 

Captain  Rutledge,  of  the  Charleston  Light 
dragoons,  was  cool  and  collected  in  both  fights. 
His  gallant  corps  was  held  in  reserve,  and 
when  they  took  up  their  position,  came  with  a 
most  inspiriting  cheer,  which  the  men  engaged 
returned,  thus  giving  the  impression  to  the 
enemy  of  decided  reinforcements. 

The  government  is  greatly  indebted  to  Cap- 
tain Sligh  and  his  brave  battalion  for  their 
timely  aid.  Captain  Sligh  behaved  with  marked 

coolness  and  courage.  Captain*  and 

Lieutenantf  who  came  immediately 

under  my  notice,  showed  zeal  and  bravery.  I 
have  again  to  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant R.  M.  Skinner,  acting  adjutant  of  the  First 
battallion  cavalry.  He  was  among  the  foremost 
on  the  field  until  disabled  by  a  severe  wound  in 
the  arm. 

Enclosed  is  Colonel  Colcocke's  report  of  the  en- 
gagement at  Coosawhatchie ;  it  will  be  seen  that 
his  command  behaved  with  spirit  and  success. 

*  The  names  of  these  officers,  though  repeatedly  requested, 
have  not  yet  been  learned. 

t  The  commanding  officer  of -the  battalion  has  received  in- 
structions to  forward  them  to  department  headquarters. 


The  most  important  point  to  defend  was  the 
raiload  bridge  over  the  Coosawhatchie  river. 
From  this  the  enemy  were  very  quickly  driven 
by  our  artillery  fire,  but  they  succeeded  in  pene- 
trating to  a  point  on  the  railroad  west  of  the 
bridge,  before  the  cavalry  arrived  ;  one  or  two 
rails  only  being  torn  up  and  the  telegraph  wire 
cut,  the  damage  was  repaired  in  a  few  minutes. 
After  the  enemy  had  retired  to  their  gunboats, 
the  cavalry  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson, 
fired  with  effect  upon  their  crowded  decks. 

To  the  folio  wing  gentlemen,  acting  as  my  per- 
sonal staff,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for 
their  zeal,  gallantry,  and  intelligent  discharge  of 
duty :  Captain  Hartstene,  C.  o.  N.,  Naval  Aid, 
Captain  W.  W.  Elliott,  Ordnance  Officer,  Captain 
George  P.  Elliott,  Captain  John  H.  Screven,  Cor- 
poral D.  Walker,  and  privates  Tripp  and  Martin, 
of  the  Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen,  and  private 
E.  B.  Bell,  of  the  Seventeenth  Battalion,  S.  C.  V. 
Privates  F.  F.  Davant  and  Ion  Simmons,  of  the 
Charleston  Light  Dragoons,  had  their  horses 
shot,  and  afterwards  fought  with  their  company 
on  foot. 

My  Aid,  Mr.  R.  M.  Fuller,  rendered  valuable 
service  by  the  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duty 
at  the  telegraph  office.  The  Messrs.  Cuthbert, 
father  and  son,  gave  me  useful  assistance.  Pri- 
vates Tripp  and  Bell  were  seriously,  and  pri- 
vate Martin  slightly  wounded.  Captain  Hart- 
stene's  horse  was  wounded,  and  Captain  Walk- 
er's killed. 

The  judgment,  coolness,  and  gallantry  dis- 
played by  Captain  Hartsteue,  were  as  conspicu- 
ous on  land  as  he  has  hitherto  shown  on  sea. 
I  must  express  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Buck- 
halter  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad, 
for  valuable  services,  and  for  the  resolution  and 
courage  with  which  he  urged  a  train  filled  with 
troops,  after  the  engineer  had  been  killed, 
through  an  ambuscade  of  the  enemy  to  Coosa- 
whatchie. 

When  the  engagement  was  over,  ample  rein- 
forcements arrived  from  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton. The  enemy's  gunboats  remained  in  a  com- 
manding position  off  Mackay's  Point  on  the 
twenty- third,  covering  their  embarkation.  My 
forpe  could  not  be  moved  nearer  than  two 
miles  without  being  exposed  to  a  destructive 
fire.  A  detachment  of  cavalry  under  Captain 
Trenholm  closely  watched  their  operations,  oc- 
casionally saluted  by  their  shells. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-third,  Sergeant 
Robinsons  of  the  Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen, 
made  a  reconnoissance  up  to  the  extreme  point, 
and  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
the  main  land.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fourth,  their  gunboats  disappeared.  I 
enclose  a  list  of  the  casualties,  and  a  sketch  of 
the  positions  at  which  the  different  conflicts  took 
place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  S.  WALKER, 

Brigadier -General,  commanding. 
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List  of  Casualties  in  the  Battle  of  Pocotaligo, 
October-  23, 1862. 


M 

I 

1 

Company  I,  Eleventh  Infantry  .... 
Captain  Allston's  Sharpshooters  .  . 
Nelson's  Battalion 

2' 
1 

4 

8 
7 
17 

2 

2 

Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery  
Nelson  Light  Artillery         .   . 

1 

4 

13 
14 

Company  A,First  Battalion  Cavalry 
«        B,    "           "           " 
«c        C      "            (<             " 

((            D'       <•<•                 H                 (C 

Rutledge  Mounted  Rifljemen  
Charleston  Light  Dragoons  

'i 
'i 

1 
9 
1 
2 
2 
8 

Partisan  Rangers  

i 

12 

Marion  Men  of  Combahee  

6 

1 

Aggregate  ... 

15 

90 

Q 

One  lieutenant  and  two  me"n  were  captured 
while  on  picket,  belonging  to  Company  C,  First 
Battalion  of  Cavalry. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Company  I,  Eleventh  Infantry — killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing ;  all  enlisted  men. 

Captain  Allston's  sharpshooters. — Wounded, 
Captain  Allston,  Second  Lieutenant  M.  Stuart, 
Third  Lieutenant  E.  P.  Carter,  slightly ;  killed, 
one  enlisted  man  ;  three  wounded ;  two  miss- 
ing. 

Nelson's  Battalion. — All  enlisted  men. 

Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery.  All  enlisted 
men.  • 

Nelson  Light  Artillery.— Wounded,  Lieuten- 
ant Massie,  severely ;  enlisted  men,  four  killed, 
thirteen  wounded. 

First  Battalion  cavalry. — Wounded,  Major 
Morgan,  severely;  Lieutenant  R.  M.  Skinner, 
acting  Adjutant,  severely.  Company  A,  one  en- 
listed man  wounded.  Company  B,  one  enlisted 
man  killed ;  wounded,  Lieutenant  P.  D.  Rush, 
slightly  ;  and  eight  enlisted  men.  Company  C, 
enlisted  men;  one  wounded  and  one  missing. 
Company  D,  enlisted  men ;  one  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

Charleston  Light  Dragoons. — Enlisted  men; 
eight  wounded.  . 

Rutledge  Mounted  Riflemen. — Enlisted  men ; 
two  wounded. 

Partisan  Rangers. — Second  Lieutenant  W.  T. 
Specs  killed  ;  wounded,  Third  Lieutenant  P.  E. 
Terry,  severely ;  one  enlisted  man. 

Marion  men  of  Combahee. — Wounded,  six  en- 
listed men,  and  one  missing. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  C.  J.  COLCOCKE. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  REGIMENT  CAVALRY,  S.  C.  V.,\ 
GRAHAMVILLE,  November  4,  1862.         J 

Lieutenant  Ed.  H.  Bamwell,  A.  A.  A.  General: 

SIR  :  A  little  after  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning 

of  the  twenty-second  of  October,  it  was  reported 


to  me  unofficially  that  about  daylight  that  morn- 
ing the  Abolition  fleet,  consisting  of  fourteen 
steamers,  with  numerous  barges  attached,  had 
proceeded  up  Broad  River. 

Prostrated  by  a  protracted  spell  of  fever,  from 
which  I  had  just  began  to  convalesce,  I  was  too 
weak  to  take  the  field,  but  resumed  the  com- 
mand of  my  post.  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnson  to  take  command  of  the  small  force  at 
my  disposal,  which  consisted,  as  you  are  aware, 
of  five  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  companies 
of  sharpshooters,  of  Major  Abney's  battalion, 
who  was  in  command,  and  to  proceed  with  the 
least  possible  delay  towards  Coosawhatchie,  to 
which  point  I  was  informed  that  a  portion  of 
the  enemy's  fleet  were  advancing.  On  arriving 
at  Bee's  Creek,  still  four  miles  from  Coosawhat- 
chie, Colonel  Johnson  was  informed  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  Abolition  forces  were  landing  at 
Seabrook's  Island,  in  his  rear,  a  point  indicating 
an  attack  upon  this  place.  To  meet  this  he  had 
to  divide  his  command,  and  put  three  companies 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bee's  Creek  Hill.  This  infor- 
mation was  subsequently  ascertained  to  be 
incorrect,  but  too  late  to  make  use  of  these 
forces  in  the  defence  of  Coosawhatchie. 

Proceeding  with  three  companies  of  cavalry 
towards  that  point,  upon  arriving  within  two 
miles  of  it  he  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
already  landed  from  a  gunboat  and  barge  lying 
a  .little  below  the  Ocean  Landing,  and  was 
advancing  his  column  towards  the  direction  of 
Bee's  Creek  Hill.  He  immediately  dismounted 
his  men,  and  formed  them  as  skirmishers  to 
meet  the  expected  attack.  This  movement, 
however,  was  only  a  feint,  as  they  soon  "  about 
faced"  and  advanced  towards  Coosawhatchie. 
The  ground  being  unfavorable  for  a  charge,  the 
effect  of  which  would  have  necessarily  been 
attended  with  severe  loss  to  the  cavalry,  with  a 
prospect  of  little  injury  to  the  enemy,  Colonel 
Johnson  very  judiciously  made  a  detour  to  the 
left,  hoping  to  cut  them  off  before  they  reached 
Coosawhatchie. 

About  this  time  the  train,  with  a  portion  of 
Colonel  Ellis'  regiment  and  Captain  Chisholm's 
company,  of  Major  Abney's  battalion,  which  had 
been  taken  up  within  a  short  distance  of  Coosa- 
whatchie, as  they  were  marching  along  the 
railroad  track  towards  that  point,  passed  by. 
The  enemy  hearing  their  approach  for  some  dis- 
tance (the  two  roads  here  running  parallel  and 
very  close  to  each  other),  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  ambuscade  and  fire  into 
the  train. 

The  particulars  of  this  disastrous  affair  I  will 
not  refer  to,  as  I  suppose  a  full  report  of  all  the 
circumstances  will  be  made  up  by  the  officer  in 
command  of  that  detachment,  who  succeeded 
the  late  unfortunate  Major  Harrison.  It  seems, 
that  on  arriving  near  Coosawhatchie,  the  enemy 
divided  into  two  detachments,  one  of  which 
ambuscaded  thet  rain  as  above  referred  to,  and 
the  other  advanced  to  the  river,  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  railroad  and  turnpike  bridges. 
With  timely  forethought,  you  had  fortunately 
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despatched  at  an  early  hour  that  morning,  for 
their  protection,  the  Lafayette  artillery,  Lieuten- 
ant Le  Bleux  commanding,  and  a  section  of  Cap- 
tain Elliott's  battery,  Lieutenant  Stuart  com- 
manding. These,  supported  by  Captain  Wyman's 
company  of  infantry,  most  gallantly  repulsed  the 
enemy  in  their  attack  on  the  bridges,  and  drove 
them  in  confusion  towards  their  other  detach- 
ments, which,  beyond  the  range  of  our  artillery, 
had  succeeded  in  cutting  the  telegraph  wire  and 
displacing  a  couple  of  rails  on  the  track.  About 
this  time  the  cavalry,  which  had  to  make  a  con- 
siderable detour  over  very  unfavorable  ground, 
made  its  appearance,  and  the  enemy  beat  a 
hasty  retreat,  the  cavalry  pursuing.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  enemy  had  taken  the  precaution,  in 
advancing,  of  destroying  all  the  bridges,  which 
so  retarded  the  progress  of  the  cavalry  as  to 
prevent  their  cutting  oif  their  retreat  to  their 
gunboat  and  barges.  Disappointed  in  this 
object,  Colonel  Johnson  dismounted  his  men,  and, 
deploying  them  as  skirmishers,  advanced  to 
within  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of 
the  gunboats,  where,  under  the  protection  of  a 
few  trees,  they  poured  three  vollej^s  from  their 
rifles  into  the  crowded  decks  and  barges  of  the 
enemy,  which  must  have  done  considerable 
execution.  The  companies  composing  this 
detachment  consisted  of  Captains  J.  H.  Howard's^ 
A.  B.  Estes',  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Lieutenant  Peebles,  and  Captain  George  C.  Hey- 
ward's.  Recovering  from  their  surprise,  the 
enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  of  grape,  shell,  and 
musketry,  in  which  they  were  assisted  by  two 
of  their  gunboats  stationed  a  half  mile  lower 
down  the  river,  under  whose  enfilading  fire  bur 
small  force  had  to  fall  back.  In  this  affair  I  re- 
gret to  inform  you  we  lost  private  Thomas  B. 


Fripp,  of  Captain  Heyward's  company,  who  fell 
mortally  wounded,  shot  in  three  places — as  gal- 
lant a  soldier  and  true-hearted  gentleman  as  ever 
fell  a  martyr  in  defending  the  cause  of  liberty. 
FirstxLieutenant  T.  G.  Buckner,  of  Captain  Hey- 
ward's  company,  was  also  severely,  but  I  hope 
not  mortally,  wounded  in  the  abdomen,  and  Cor- 
poral Thomas  Farr,  of  the  same  company, 
received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  thigh,  from  which, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  he  is  rapidly  recovering. 
That  the  casualties  were  not  greater,  I  can  only 
attribute  to  the  interposition  of  a  merciful 
Providence,  who  protects  those  fighting  in  a 
righteous  cause.  For  casualties  occurring  in 
Major  Abney's  command,  I  refer  you  to  that 
officer's  report,  which  you  will  find  herewith 
enclosed. 

Two  hours  after  this  train  passed  Grahamville 
another  train  arrived  from  Savannah  with  the 

Thirty-second  and  Georgia  regiments, 

under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Har- 
rison. Unfortunately,  they  arrived  at  Coosa- 
whatchie  after  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  thus 
were  denied  the  pleasure  which  they  seemed 
earnestly  to  desire,  of  having  a  brush  with  the 
Abolitionists. 

The  enemy's  boats  retired  immediately  after 
the  skirmish,  leaving  in  their  hasty  retreat  one 
of  their  splendid  barges,  capable  of  transporting 
seventy  or  eighty  men. 

The  next  morning  not  a  sign  of  the  Abolition 
fleet  was  to  be  seen  in  the  upper  waters  of 
Broad  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
C.  J.  COLCOCKE, 

Colonel,  commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA,  ) 
CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  December  12, 1863.     j 

Report  of  the  Casualties  in  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  W*  8.  Walker  in  the  affair  with  the 
Abolitionists  at  Pocotaligo  and  Yemassee,  October  twenty-second,  1862. 


NAMK. 

RANK. 

COMPANY. 

KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  MISSING. 

C  Peters 

Private  

Jfels 

Co. 
u 
U 
u 

,on  V 

< 
C,  7t 

?i  : 

a.  Bat 

i 

h  Bat. 

t        u 
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Kille 

(C 

u 

Woui 

Kille 

Woui 
Kille 
u 

Woui 

d. 

ided  slightly 
severely 

u 
(( 

Blighf-ly. 
severely. 

tt 
u 

slightly. 

« 

(C 

(1 

d. 
idod,  since  died. 
d. 

ided,  since  died. 

John  F  Fu'cher 

tt 

Wm  A    Thnckor 

U 



Thomas  J.  All  'ii 

It 

E  E  Jefforson 

1st  Lieutenant  
2d  Lieutenant  
Sergeant  

F.  T.  Massio  

George  C   Eggl^tou 

• 

J.  W.  Egglestou  

C.  W.  Coll'cy                                      .   . 

Private  

W.W.Wright  

« 

B  W    Wright 

(i 

B    W  Golsby 

(i 

E  W  Thackar 

u 

G  W  Pugh 

a 

John  Allou  

it 

C    T.   P.M\Vl;ll" 

« 



Sam  Wood  

il 

Salath  Wood                         

Corporal  

R  W  Campbell 

Private  .       ... 

S.  Fenbril          

Corporal  
Private  

S.  C.  V  

F  Turnipsced 

S.  F.  Toteou  

« 

II 

G.  Hale  

«      

u 

G.  Bruce  
G.  McGougan              

u    Fj     c<       u 

a 
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Report  of  Casualties— (Continued). 


NAME. 

RANK. 

COMPANY. 

KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  MISSING. 

S  Sinclair 

Private  
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cc 
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cc 
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nded  in  thigh, 
in  arm. 
in  leg. 
in  chest. 
in  leg. 
in  mouth, 
in  shoulder. 

in  eye. 

in  shoulder, 
in  side, 
in  neck, 
in  head, 
in  arm. 
in  thigh. 

in  chest, 
in  thigh, 
slightly. 

severely. 

slightly, 
painfully. 

. 
ded  slightly. 

cc 
cc 
.c 
cc 

CC 

cc 
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d. 
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"        in  thigh. 
"        in  arm. 
ing.         • 
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"       severely.  : 
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nded  slightly, 
bed  by  railroad  train,  dead, 
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d. 
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cc 
cc 
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c 

c< 

"       slightly, 
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d. 
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I                      CC 

u.               cc 

"       severely. 

W  D.  Hill  ;  

Sergeant  

F  Davis                            

(C              CC 

R  Y   Neil 

Corporal 

cc         ;c 

John  Hawkins  .  .  .            

Private  

Ci                41 

J  A  Davis 

cc          cc 

G.  Evans        .  .  .  :       

cc 

cc 

C  Faust                    .  .          . 

Corporal    

1 

A.  Ammond  
H.  Dees       

Private  

1            

R  Turner 

, 

B.  Turner  

c 

G.  W.  Horton  

c 

J.  Hopkins  



G.  Smith  

J 

M.  Gibrom 

u 

A.  F.  Hughes  

(C 

Wm.  Gustice  

cc 

W.  R.  Tiller  

cc 
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Co 

cc 
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cc 
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It 
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u 
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Cl 

cc 
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E.  C.  Holland  
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G.  E.  Manigault  

M.  B.  Pringle  

James  Hopkins  

u 

J.  J.  H.  O'NeilL  ...       .                   

Cc 

J.  M.  Prioleau  

N 

J.  D.  Porcher  

cc 

Skinner        ....           

Lieutenant 

A.  S.  Dukes  

Private  

u 

c        cc            cc 

P.  D.  Rush         

Lieutenant 

c       c<           cc 

J.  P.  Dautzler  

Private  

c       cc            cc 

J.  S.  Funches  
D.  A.  Trick  ,  

cc 

It        U       It          tt                 CC 

J.  D.  Rickenbacker  

cc 

(C        C<        C 

«    A,    « 

(t       Ci'      i 

t          CC                tt 

J.W.Thomas  

cc 

R.  H.  Wannamaker  

Cc 

t        tt            tt 

H.  E.  Crisee  

cc 

K 

?! 

u           « 

A.  0.  Banks  

Lieutenant. 

cc            cc 

J.  G.  Reaphart  

Corporal  

U                It 

B.  P.  Hyser  

Private  .  . 

cc 

u 
cc 
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J.  J.  Richardson  

(( 
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n 

It                CC 

W.  W.  Willis  

cc 
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C| 
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W.  T.  Speaks  

Lieutenant 

).  Par.  Rangers  ..... 

P.  E.  Terry  

B.  W.  Davis  

Sergeant 

c«            cc 

Jasper  Johns  

Private  

1  S.  C.  Cavalry  

L.Ritter  

"      I.'.'".'.'!!! 

CI 

cc             cc 

W.  D.  Jordan  

„      •••••  

cc 

cc             cc 

J.  J.  Tripp  

cc 
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Mounted  Rifles  

T.  G.  Buckner  

Co.  K.  3c 

cc'          1] 

IS.  C.  V.  Cavalry... 
Lth  S   C.  V 

J.  J.  Harrison  

Major..   , 

G.  W.  Monroe  

Private 

cc 

C.  Rush  

cc 
Sergeant  .'.". 

M 

C.  Cook  

G.  E.  Stanley  .-  .  .  .  . 
F.  E.  Grant  

Private  
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«  ] 

J.  P.  Campbell  

Private 

A.  J.  Smoke  

Sergeant 

u 

S.  Crosley  

Private 

1C 

it 
tt 
it 
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cc 

H.  Valentine  

cc 

G.  W.  Way  

(1 

James  Warren  

«     

James  Yarley  

«,     

u 
tt 

II 

E.  B.  Loyless  

Lieutenant 

II 

R.  Riller  

Private  .  . 

1C 

J.  Hiers  

Corporal  . 

cc 
cc 

" 

> 

u 

J.  M.  Hickman.  .  . 
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cc 

J.  Polk  

Ci 
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cc 

It 
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K 
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cc 

1C 

u 
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Report  o£  Casualties — (Continued). 


NAM. 

RANK. 

COMPANY. 

KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  MISSING. 
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( 

1 
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it 

n 
since  died, 
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slightly. 

« 
<( 
severely, 
slightly. 

W.  W.  Lang  

< 
« 

J.  Walden        

J.  F.  Chapin  

s;eant  

Wm.  Thompson  

N  B  Fuller 

poral 

E.  E.  uurban  

J.  J  Brown                        .          . 

J.  E.  Tripp  

ate  

R  F  Sams                                    

Daniel  Jenkins     

A  Budden 



E.  B.  Trescott  

T.  E.  Cuthbert 

S  A   S^ms 

J  D  Richardson           -5 

Total  casualties  :  Killed,  14  ;  wounded,  102  ;  missing,  9. 


Doc.  52. 
EXPEDITION  TO  HAETSVILLE,  TENN. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BRAXTON  BRAGG.* 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,  1 

MURFREESBORO,  TENNESSEE,  December  22, 1862.  j 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, Richmond,  Virginia  : 

SIB  :  Having  been  informed  by  acting  Briga- 
dier-General John  H.  Morgan,  whose  cavalry- 
brigade  covered  my  front  in  the  direction  of 
Hartsville,  Tennessee,  that  the  enemy's  force  at 
that  point  was  somewhat  isolated,  I  yielded  to 
his  request  and  organized  an  expedition  under 
him  for  their  attack.  On  the  fifth  instant  Han- 
son's brigade,  of  Breckinridge's  division,  was 
moved  forward  on  the  road  towards  Hartsville, 
and  halted  at  Baird's  Mills,  a  point  nearly  due 
east  from  Nashville,  and  half  way  to  Hartsville, 
when  it  was  joined  by  Morgan's  cavalry  force. 
Two  regiments,  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky 
infantry,  with  Cobb's  Kentucky  artillery,  moved 
from  this  point,  with  the  cavalry,  at  10  P.  M.  on 
the  sixth,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  HartsviUe. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  Hanson, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade,  moved  as  di- 
rected, on  the  road  towards  Nashville,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  reconnoissance  and  to  cause  a 
diversion. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  troops  above  named 
left  their  camps  near  here,  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham,  with  two  brigades,  moved  out  on  the  Nash- 
ville road,  halted  at  night  at  Lavergne,  fifteen 
miles,  and  on  the  next  day,  in  conjunction  with 
General  Wheeler's  cavalry,  made  a  strong  dem- 
onstration on  the  enemy's  front. 

These  movements  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
completely  distracted  the  enemy's  attention  from 
the  real  point  of  attack.  Learning  that  a  forag- 
ing train  of  the  enemy  was  on  his  right  flank, 
Cheatham  detached  Wheeler  with  a  cavalry 
force  to  attack  it,  which  he  did  in  his  usual 

*  See  Rebellion  Record,  Volume  6,  page  245,  Documents. 


dashing  and  successful  manner,  capturing  eleven 
wagons  and  fifty-seven  prisoners.  Under  cover 
of  these  feints,  Morgan,  by  an  extraordinary 
night  march,  reached  the  point  of  his  destination 
about  sunrise,  arid  in  a  short,  but  warmly  con- 
tested engagement, killed,  wounded, and  captured 
the  entire  command  of  more  than  two  thousand 
officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  General 
Morgan  and  the  subordinate  commanders,  and 
take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  forti- 
tude, endurance,  and  gallantry  of  all  engaged  in 
this  remarkable  expedition.  It  is  a  source  of 
personal  and  official  gratification  to  perceive 
that  the  department  has  recognized  the  services 
of  the  gallant  and  meritorious  soldier  who  led 
the  expedition,  by  confirming  my  previous  nom- 
ination of  him  as  a  Brigadier-General. 

Two  sets  of  infantry  colors  and  one  artillery 
guidon,  taken  at  Hartsville,  are  also  forwarded 
with  this  report.  A  third  set  of  infantry  colors 
was  presented  by  its  captors  to  the  President, 
on  his  recent  visit  to  this  place. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  GENERAL  JOHN  H.  MORGAN. 

MORGAN'S  HEADQUARTERS,  CROSS-ROADS  NEAR  MURFREESBORO,  \ 
December  9, 1862.  j 

Colonel  Brent,  Chief  of  Staff: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  General  commanding,  a 
report  of  the  expedition  against  the  Federal 
forces  at  Hartsville. 

I  left  these  headquarters  at  10  A.  M.,  on  the 
sixth  instant,  with  one  thousand  four  hundred 
of  my  command  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Duke  ;  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  infantry, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Hunt;  Captain  Cobb's 
battery  of  artillery ;  two  small  howitzers,  and 
two  rifled  Ellsworth  guns,  belonging  to  my  own 
command. 

At  Lebanon  I  received  information  that  no 
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change  had  been  made  in  the  number  of  the 
Federals  at  Hartsville,  their  number  being  still 
about  nine  hundred  infantry  and  four  hundred 
cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  found 
afterwardk  that  their  force  had  been  consider- 
ably underrated. 

I  proceeded  with  the  infantry  and  artillery 
to  Purcell  Ferry  on  the  Cumberland  River,  send- 
ing the  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Duke, 
to  pass  at  a  ford  some  seven  miles  below  the  point 
where  we  were  to  "  rendezvous."  I  passed  my 
troops  with  great  difficulty,  there  being  but  one 
boat ;  and  about  half-past  five  on  the  morning 
o'f  the  seventh  I  arrived  at  Hague  Shops,  two 
miles  from  the  Federal  camp.  I  found  that  Col- 
onel Duke,  with  his  cavalry,  had  only  just 
marched  up,  having  crossed  the  ford  with  diffi- 
culty, and  that  one  regiment  of  his  command, 
five  hundred  strong  (Colonel  Gano's),  had  not 
yet  reported.  Major  Stoner's  battalion  had  been 
left  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cumberland,  with 
two  mountain  howitzers,  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  enemy  by  the  Lebanon  road,  and  Colonel 
Kenneth's  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Hartsville  to  picket  the  road  leading  to  Gal- 
latin,  and  to  attack  any  of  the  Federals  they 
might  find  in  that  town,  to  take  possession  of 
the  Castilian  Springs,  Lafayette  and  Carthage 
roads,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy. 
This  reduced  my  force  considerably,  but  I  de- 
termined to  attack,  and  that  at  once  ;  there  was 
no  time  to  be  lost ;  day  was  breaking,  and  the 
enemy  might  expect  strong  reinforcements  from 
Castilian  Springs,  should  my  arrival  be  known. 
Advancing,  therefore,  with  the  cavalry,  closely 
followed  by  the  artillery  and  infantry,  I  ap- 
proached the  enemy's  position-.  The  pickets 
were  found  and  shot  down.  The  Yankee  bivouac 
first  appeared  to  cover  a  long  line  of  ground, 
and  gave  me  to  suppose  that  their  number  was 
much  greater  than  I  anticipated.  On  Hearing 
the  camp  the  alarm  was  sounded',  and  I  could 
distinctly  see  and  hear  the  officers  ordering 
their  men  to  fall  in,  preparing  for  resistance. 
Colonel  Duke  then  dismounted  Colonel  Clarke's 
and  Colonel  Chenault's  regiments,  in  all  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  drawing  them  up 
in  line  in  a  large  field  in  the  front,  and  a  little  to 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  which  was  then 
forming,  and  seeing  that  the  artillery  and  in- 
fantry were  in  position,  he  ordered  his  men  to 
advance  at  the  double-quick,  and  directed  Col- 
onel Chenault,  who  was  on  the  left,  to  oblique 
so  as  to  march  on  the  enemy's  flank. 

His  men  then  pressed  forward,  driving  the 
Federals  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  without  a  check, 
before  them,  until  their  right  wing  was  forced 
back  upon  their  own  left  wing  and  centre. 

Colonel  Duke  then  ordered  a  halt  until  the  in- 
fantry had  commenced  their  attack  on  the  Fed- 
eral left  wing,  which  caused  a  retreat  of  the 
whole  line.  At  this  juncture  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hoffman  and  Major  Steele,  of  Gano's  regiment, 
came  up  with  about  one  hundred  men  of  that 
regiment,  who  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
ford,  and  threw  their  small  force  into  the  fight. 
My  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Duke, 


had  only  been  skirmishing,  previously  to  this, 
for  about  twenty  minutes  ;  but  seeing  that  Col- 
o»nel  Hunt,  with  the  infantry,  was  pressing  hard 
upon  the  Federal's  left,  he  ordered  an  advance 
upon  the  right  wing  and  flank  of  their  new  line  ; 
it  gave  way  and  ceased  firing,  and  soon  after 
surrendered. 

Colonel  Duke  reports  that  his  men  fought  with 
a  courage  and  coolness  which  could  not  be  sur- 


Colonels  Clarke  and  Chenault  led  on  their  men 
with  the  most  determined  bravery,  encouraging 
them  by  voice  and  example. 

The  timely  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoff- 
man and  Major  Steele,  and  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  they  showed  themselves  into  the  fight, 
had  a  very  decided  effect  upon  the  battle  at  the 
point  at  which  they  entered.  The  artillery,  un- 
der Captain  Cobb,  did  most  excellent  service, 
and  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy's  battery, 
which  fired  with  great  precision,  blowing  up  one 
of  his  caissons  and  inflicting  a  severe  loss  on 
that  arm* 

The  infantry  conducted  themselves  most  gal- 
lantly; the  Second  Kentucky  suffering  most 
severely. 

Colonel  Bennett's  regiment,  as  I  said  before, 
was  not  in  the  fight,  having  been  sent  on  special 
service,  which  was  most  efficiently  performed, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  having  been 
taken  by  them,  and  twelve  Federals  killed. 

Thus,  sir,  in  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  troops 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  five  hundred 
cavalry  (Colonel  Gano's,  Colonel  Bennett's  regi- 
ments and  Major  Stoner's  command  not  partici- 
pating in  the  fight),  seven  hundred  infantry, 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  in  all  about  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  strong,  defeated  and  cap- 
tured three  well-disciplined  and  well  formed 
regiments  of  infantry  with  a  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  took  two  rifled  cannon,  the  whole  encamped 
on  their  own  ground  and  in  a  very  strong  posi- 
tion, taking  about  eighteen  hundred  prisoners, 
eighteen  hundred  stand  of  arms,  a  quantity  of 
ammunition,  clothing,  quartermasters*  stores,  and 
sixteen  wagons.  The  battle  was  now  over. 
The  result  exceeded  my  own  expectations,  but 
still  I  felt  that  my  position  was  a  most  perilous 
one,  being  within  four  miles  in  a  direct  line  and 
only  eight  by  the  main  Gallatin  road  of  an  ene- 
my's forces  of  at  least  eight  thousand  men,  con- 
sisting of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  who 
would  naturally  march  to  the  aid  of  their  coin- 
rades  on  hearing  the  report  of  our  guns.  I, 
therefore,  with  the  assistance  of  my  staff,  got 
together  all  the  empty  wagons  left  by  the 
enemy,  loaded  them  with  arms,  ammunition, 
and  stores,  and  directed  them  immediately  to 
Hart's  Ferry 

There  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  The  pickets 
placed  by  my  assistant  Adjutant-General  on  the 
Castilian  Springs  road  sent  to  report  the  ad- 
vance of  a  strong  body  of  Federals,  estimated  at 
five  thousand  men. 

I  sent  to  Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  to  make  a 
show  of  resistance,  ordering  Colonel  Gano's 
regiment,  which  had  arrived,  in  support.  In 
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the  meantime  I  pressed  the  passage  of  the  ford 
to  the  utmost. 

This  show  of  force  caused  a  delay  in  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  idea  of  the 
number  of  my  men,  and  probably  greatly  over- 
rated my  strength,  and  gave  me  time  to  pass  the 
ford  with  infantry,  artillery,  arid  baggage  wagons. 
The  horses  of  my  cavalry  being  sent  back  from 
the  other  side  of  the  Cumberland  River,  to  cany 
over  the  infantry  regiments,  it  was  time  to 
retreat.  The  enemy  attacked  our  rear,  but  was 
kept  at  bay  by  the  two  regiments  before  speci- 
fied, aided  by  four  guns  I  had  previously  ordered 
to  be  placed  in  position  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Cumberland,  looking  forward  to  what  was  now 
taking  place.  The  banks  of  the  river,  on  both 
sides,  are  precipitous,  and  the  stream  breast 
deep,  but  our  retreat  was  effected  in  excellent 
order.  We  lost  not  a  man,  except  three  badly 
wounded,  that  I  was  reluctantly  forced  to  leave 
behind.  Cavalry,  infantry,  guns,  and  baggage 
train  safely  crossed,  with  the  exception  of  four 
wagons  which  had  been  sent  by  another  route, 
and  which  are  still  safely  hidden  in  the  woods, 
according  to  accounts  received  to-day. 

In  justice  to  my  brave  command,  I  would 
respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  General 
commanding,  the  names  of  those  officers  who 
contributed,  by  their  undaunted  bravery  and 
soldier-like  conduct,  to  the  brilliant  success 
which  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Confederate 
arms. 

To  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky, 
commanding  the  infantry,  I  am  deeply  indebted 
for  his  valuable  assistance.  His  conduct,  and 
that  of  his  brave  regiment,  was  perfect,  and  their 
steadiness  under  fire  remarkable. 

The  Second  Kentucky  also  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly and  suffered  severely — sixty-two  men 
killed  and  wounded,  three  regimental  officers 
left  dead  on  the  field,  sufficiently  testified  to 
their  share  in  the  fight,  and  the  resistance  they 
had  to  encounter. 

Colonel  Clarke's  regiment  paid  also  a  high 
price  for  its  devotion.  It  went  into  the  field 
two  hundred  and  thirty  strong,  had  six  officers, 
with  twenty-one  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  killed  and  wounded,  besides  six  miss- 
ing. 

Colonel  Duke,  commanding  the  cavalry,  was, 
as  he  always  has  been,  "  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place."  Wise  in  council,  gallant  in  the 
field,  his  services  have  ever  been  invaluable 
to  me. 

I  was  informed  by  my  Adjutant-General  that 
Colonel  Bennett,  in  the  execution  of  the  special 
service  confided  to  him,  and  in  which  he  so  en- 
tirely succeeded,  gave  proofs  of  great  gallantry 
and  contempt  of  danger. 

I  owe  much  to  my  personal  staff.  Major 
Llewellyn,  Captains  Charlton  Morgan  and  Wil- 
liams, and  Lieutenant  Tyler,  acting  as  my  Aides- 
de-Camp,  gave  proof  of  great  devotion,  being 
everywhere  in  the  hottest  fire,  and  Major 
Llewellyn  received  the  sword  of  Colonel  Stew- 
art, and  the  surrender  of  his  regiment.  Captain 
Morgan  and  Captain  Williams'  horses  were  killed 


under  them,  and  Lieutenant  Tyler  was  severely 
wounded.  My  Orderly  Sergeant,  Craven  Peyton, 
received  a  shot  in  his  hip,  and  had  his  horse 
killed  by  my  side. 

I  must  have  forgiveness  if  I  add,  with  a 
soldier's  pride,  that  the  conduct  of  my  whole 
command  deserved  my  highest  gratitude  and 
commendation. 

Three  Federal  regimental  standards  and  five 
cavalry  guidons  fluttered  over  my  brave  column 
on  then:  return  from  the  expedition.  With 
such  troops  victory  is  enchained  to  our  banners, 
and  the  issue  of  a  contest  with  our  Northern 
opponents,  even  when  they  are  double  our  force, 
no  longer  doubtful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-General. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  BRECKINRIDGE. 

HEADQUARTERS  BREOKINRIDGE'S  Dmsiow,  1 
December  11, 1862.     j" 

Major  TJios.  M.  Jack,  A.  A.  General: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report 
from  Colonel  R.  W.  Hanson,  commanding  First 
brigade  of  my  division,  covering  the  report  of 
Colonel  Thos.  H.  Hunt,  who  commanded  the 
Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  regiments  and 
Cobb's  battery,  in  the  recent  expedition  (under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Morgan)  against 
Hartsville  ;  and  also,  the  reports  of  Major  Hewitt 
and  Captain  Morehead,  commanding,  respec- 
tively, the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  of 
Captain  Cobb,  commanding  the  battery. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  officers  and  men 
specially  named  for  gallantry,  and  to  suggest,  re- 
spectfully, that  the  troops  engaged  in  this  expe- 
dition deserve  mention  in  orders  for  conduct, 
which,  in  fortitude  and  daring,  has  not  been 
surpassed  during  the  war. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  R.  W.  HANSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  } 

CAMP  NEAR  MURFREESBORO,  December  11, 1862.  ] 

Colonel  Buckner,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  General  Bragg, 
I  proceeded,  with  my  command,  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, to  Baird's  Mill,  and  remained  two  days, 
making,  as  directed,  reconnoissance  towards 
Nashville.  General  Morgan  designated  the  Sec- 
ond and  Ninth  Kentucky  and  Cobb's  battery  as 
the  troops  he  desired  to  accompany  him  upon 
the  Hartsville  expedition.  They  were  detached 
under  command  of  Colonel  Hunt.  I  enclose, 
herewith,  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Hartsville, 
and  the  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  honorable  mention 
that  is  made  in  Major  Hewitt's  and  Colonel 
Hunt's  reports  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Sergeant 
Oldham,  of  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment,  with 
the  hope  that  the  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to 
procure  for  him  the  proper  reward  of  his  con- 


630 


REBELLION    EECORD,    1862-65. 


duct.  Sergeant  Oldham  was  the  color-bearer  of 
the  Second  Kentucky  regiment  at  the  battle  of 
Donelson,  and  acted  with  great  gallantry  upon 
that  occasion.  He  is  a  suitable  man  for  a  lieu- 
tenancy, being  well  qualified  as  well  as  truly 
brave.  R.  W.  HANSON, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  THOMAS  H.  HUNT. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT,        ") 
CAMP  NBAS  MURFKEE3BORO,  December  9,  1862.  j 

To  Captain  John  S.  Hope,  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
detachment  from  the  First  brigade,  Breckin- 
ridge's  division,  consisting  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Major  James  W.  Hewitt,  com- 
manding, three  hundred  and  seventy-five  strong ; 
Ninth  Kentucky  regiment,  Captain  James  T. 
Morehead,  commanding,  three  hundred  -and 
twenty  strong,  and  Cobb's  battery,  placed  under 
my  command,  as  senior  officer,  with  orders  to 
report  to  General  Morgan,  left  Baird's  Mill  where 
the  brigade  was  in  bivouac,  on  Saturday  the 
sixth  instant,  about  one  and  a  half  o'clo  ck  p.  M. 
Marching  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  force  until 
we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebanon  an  ex- 
change was  made,  when  the  infantry  mounted 
the  horses  and  rode  five  or  six  miles.  The  com- 
mand reached  Cumberland  River  about  ten 
o'clock.  The  infantry,  artillery,  and  a  small 

portion  of  cavalry,  crossed  at Ferryf  the 

balance  of  the  cavalry  crossing  at  a  ford  a  few 
miles  lower  down  the  river.  The  two  boats 
used  for  crossing  were  of  small  capacity  and  in 
miserable  condition,  but  by  constant  bailing 
'they  were  kept  afloat;  and  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  command  was  safely  over. 

The  march  of  five  miles  to  Hartsville  (where 
the  battle  was  fought),  yet  to  make,  over  bad 
roads  for  artillery,  was  not  accomplished  until 
after  sunrise,  and  the  purpose  of  General  Mor- 
gan to  surprise  the  enemy  was  defeated.  When 
we  approached  in  sight  of  their  camp  we  found 
their  infantry  already  formed,  occupying  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  with  a 
deep  ravine  in  front,  and  their  artillery  in  bat- 
tery. The  troops  under  nly  command  were 
placed  in  position  west  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  battery,  and 
sharpshooters  thrown  out  from  their  right,  but 
these  latter  were  quickly  driven  in  by  the  dis- 
mounted cavalry. 

The  Second  regiment  having  been  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  Ninth,  was  now  ordered  forward 
to  support  and  follow  up  the  success  gained  by 
the  cavalry  skirmishers.  That  they  had  hot 
work  to  accomplish  is  shown  by  their  heavy 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  meantine  Captain  Cobb,  with  his  bat- 
tery, was  not  idle.  He  was  doing  good  execu- 
tion and  the  enemy  responded  with  effect,  one 
of  their  shells  striking  and  blowing  up  a  cais- 
son. As  the  ground  was  cleared  of  the  enemy 
opposite  our  left,  he  (Captain  Cobb)  was  ordered 
to  take  a  new  position  with  his  battery  in  that 


direction,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiment  was  ordered  forward  to  engage 
the  enemy's  left. 

My  whole  command  was  now  engaged.  The 
crest  of  the  hill  was  reached,  and  here  com- 
menced a  desperate  struggle,  as  the  contestants 
were  only  from  thirty  to  fifty  paces-apart,  where 
they  fought  for  the  space  of  ten  minutes,  when 
the  order  to  charge  was  given  and  most  nobly 
was  the  command  responded  to.  The  enemy 
broke  and  were  driven  to  the  river  cliff,  where 
they  were  completely  surrounded  by  my  force 
in  front,  and  the  dismounted  cavalry  on  their 
flanks  and  rear,  and  where  they  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

It  was  a  continued  success  from  the  com 
mencement.  In  about  one  hour  and  a  half  from 
the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired  they  surren- 
dered, and  more  prisoners  were  brought  off 
than  we  had  men  in  the  action.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  commissary  and  quartermasters'  stores 
were  also  secured,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  a 
large  number  of  small  arms  with  the  usual  sup- 
ply of  ammunition. 

General  Morgan  had  made  most  skilful  dis- 
position, which,  with  the  good  fighting  qualities 
of  the  troops  engaged,  secured  success.  I  can- 
not speak  in  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  the 
troops,  and  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  ad- 
mire, their  patient  endurance  on  the  march  or 
courage  in  the  battle.  They  marched  fifty  miles 
in  cold  winter  weather,  the  ground  covered 
with  snow,  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Cumber- 
land River,  fought  a  largely  superior  force, 
strongly  posted  within  six  miles  of  their  sup- 
ports, and  brought  off  the  prisoners,  all  within 
the  space  of  thirty  hours.  Captain  Cobb,  with 
his  officers  and  men,  had  a  most  laborious  time- 
in  getting  their  pieces  and  horses  across  the 
river,  and  it  was  only  by  the  best  directed  exer- 
tions they  succeeded  at  all.  Where  officers  and 
men  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  single  out  individual  cases  as  peculiarly  wor- 
thy of  commendation.  I  cannot,  however,  re- 
frain from  mentioning  Lieutenant  Joseph  Bene- 
dict, who  acted  as  my  Aid  on  the  occasion.  He 
was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of 
Major  Hewett,  Captain  Morehead,  and  Captain 
Cobb,  and  would  bring  to  your  attention  the 
fact  that  the  former  commends  Color-Sergeant 
John  Oldham  for  his  gallant  bravery. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  my  command : 


1' 

COMMAND. 

1 

* 

| 

1 

o 

1 

Second  Kentucky  regim^fl  

8 

54 

3 

Ninth  Kentucky  regiment      .  .   . 

7 

10 

1 

Cobb's  Battery 

3 

7 

0 

Total  

18 

71 

4 
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Included  in  the  above  are  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Chas.  H.  Thomas,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  John  W.  Rogers,  Second  Lieutenant, 
Company  C,  killed ;  T.  M.  Home,  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  A,  mortally  wounded;  Second 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Pryor,  Company  D,  Lieutenant 
Harding,  Company  K,  wounded.  Of  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky, Second  Lieutenant  Dandridge  Crockett, 
killed,  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Cleveland,  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  HUNT, 

Colonel,  commanding  Detachment. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  HEWITT. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT,  ) 
CAMP  MURFREESBORO,  Dec.  9,  1862.     J 

Colonel  Thomas  H.  Hunt: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  your  orders,  I  formed  my  regiment  on 
the  left  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  opposite  the 
enemy's  camp  near  Hartsville,  a  portion  of  Gen- 
eral Morgan's  cavalry  being  at  the  same  time  on 
my  left.  When  the  orders  came  for  me  to  ad- 
vance, I  ordered  my  regiment  forward,  and  after 
passing  the  fence  the  nature  of  the  ground  was 
such  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  deploy  my 
regiment,  and  therefore  gave  the  order  to  deploy. 
In  this  way  we  drove  the  enemy  from  their  first 
camp  and  continued  to  drive  them  until  they 
surrendered.  The  officers,  without  an  exception, 
behaved  in  the  most  gallant  style.  They  were 
continually  in  advance  of  their  men,  urging 
them  forward ;  and  where  all  behaved  so  well,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  particularize.  Each 
seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  gal- 
lantry. The  whole  command,  I  am  pleased  to 
say,  behaved  in  a  most  unexceptionable  manner. 
I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  reference 
to  Color-Sergeant  John  Oldham,  whose  conduct 
and  courage  during  the  whole  engagement  elic- 
ited the  encomiums  of  both  officers  and  men. 
Appended  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  all  of  which  I  respectfully  submit. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  HEWITT, 

Major,  commanding  Twenty-second  Kentucky  regiment. 

Killed 8 

Wounded 54 

Missing 3 


Total, 
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NINTH  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT, 
CAMP  NEAR  MURFREESBORO, 
December  10,  1862. 

To   Colonel  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  Commanding  In- 
fantry : 

SIR  :  At  twelve  o'clock,  on  Saturday  the  sixth 
instant,  I,  as  senior  captain,  was  placed,  by  your 
orders,  in  command  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  regi- 
ment, which  had,  the  day  before,  moved  to 
Baird's  Mills,  eighteen  miles  from  Murfreesboro 


and  was  at  that  time  about  to  march  against  the 
enemy,  reported  to  be  at  Hartsville,  Tennes- 

e. 

The  weather  was  excessively  cold,  the  enow 
laving  fallen  the  day  before  to  some  depth,  and 
;he  road  was  very  rough  ;  notwithstanding,  the 
men  marched  steadily  during  the  day  and  all 
light,  and  reached  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  enemy,  near  Hartsville,  at  sunrise.  The 
enemy  occupied  a  strong  position  in  front  of  his 
ncampment,  his  line  of  battle  stretching  along 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  was  separated  from 
our  forces  by  an  intervening  hollow  or  ravine. 
Our  line  of  battle  was  formed  with  Cobb's  bat- 
tery on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Ninth  Ken- 
ucky  regiment  directly  in  its  rear.  On  our  im- 
mediate left  was  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment, 
and  still  further  to  the  left  a  portion  of  two  regi- 
ments of  dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Duke.  The  enemy  occupied  with  his  sharp- 
shooters the  woods  and  ravines  in  front  of  the 
Left  wing  of  our  line,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on 
us.  Against  them  the  dismounted  cavalry  de- 
iloyed  as  skirmishers,  and  soon  succeeded  in 
islodging  and  driving  them  back  upon  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy.  The  Second  Kentucky 
regiment  was  ordered  forward,  and  the  Ninth 
left  in  support  of  the  battery.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  moved  the 
regiment,  in  double-quick,  in  the  direction  of 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  going  over,  in 
our  route,  very  rough  ground,  and  through  a 
deep  ravine.  Ascending  the  hill  the  regiment 
advanced  to  the  right  of  the  Second  Kentucky, 
halted,  and  immediately  became  engaged,  at  less 
than  fifty  paces,  with  the  enemy.  After  fight- 
ing for  a  short  time,  I  ordered  a  charge,  which 
was  made  with  such  gallantry  by  the  regiment, 
that  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  gave  way 
and  commenced  retreating  in  confusion.  Press- 
ed closely  by  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  they  passed 
through  their  camps  and  took  refuge  under  the 
brow  of  a  hill  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  in 
rear  of  their  artillery.  The  regiment  continued 
to  move  rapidly  on  and  captured  the  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  a  stand  of  colors,  charged  the 
line  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  to  the  brink  of 
the  river,  compelling  their  immediate  surrender. 
Here  we  captured  Colonel  Moore,  commanding 
Brigade,  who,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  Cap- 
tain Crouch,  answered  that  he  surrendered  him- 
self and  all  the  men  around  him,  meaning  the 
whole  force.  The  battle  was  now  fairly  won, 
the  firing  had  ceased,  save  a  few  scattering  shots 
here  and  there.  I  immediately  formed  the  regi- 
ment again  in  line  of  battle,  had  order  restored, 
stragglers  collected,  and  the  men  kept  in  their 
places.  I  sent  details  from  all  the  companies  to 
look  after  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  detailed 
Company  "  H,"  Captain  Bosche,  to  guard  the 
One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  regiment  captured 
by  us.  The  prisoners  being  collected,  I  was 
ordered  to  detail  Companies  "  A  and  C,"  to  guard 
them,  and  afterwards  Company  "  G."  The  regi- 
ment recrossed  the  river  and  began  its  march 
towards  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  Too  much  praise 
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cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  for 
their  spirit  and  patient  endurance  under  a  march 
of  almost  unexampled  hardship  and  rapidity, 
and  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
action. 

The  regiment  had  in  battle  an  aggregate  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  casualties 
were  as  follows,  viz. : 

Company  A — Lieutenant  Thomas  McCaing, 
commanding  ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  B — Captain  Crouch,  commanding  ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  D — Lieutenant  Beale,  commanding  ; 
one  private  wounded. 

Company  G — Lieutenant  Daniel,  commanding  ; 
one  private  missing  ;  one  private  wounded. 

Company  H — Captain  E.  Bosche,  command- 
ing ;  one-  private  missing  and  one  corporal 
killed. 

Company  I — Captain  John  Desha,  commanding ; 
three  privates  killed,  and  two  lieutenants  (J. 
W.  Cleveland  and  W.  T.  Casey)  and  three  pri- 
vates wounded. 

Company  K — Lieutenant  G-aines,  commanding ; 


killed  Lieutenant  D.  S.  Crockett,  and  one  pri- 
vate. 

Total :  Killed,  seven ;  wounded,  ten  ;  missing, 
nine. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
JAMES  T.  MOREHEAD, 

Captain,  commanding  Ninth  Kentucky  Regiment. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  COBB. 

Report  of  Killed  and  Wounded  in  Captain  R. 
CobVs  Company  of  Light  Artillery,  in  the  Ac- 
tion near  Hartsville,  Tennessee,  on  Sunday,  the 
seventh  December,  1862. 
Killed  :  Sergeant  W.  E.  Etheridge  ;  Privates 
David  Watts  anti  Sanderfer.  Total  3. 

Wounded  and  left  on  the  field  on  account  of 
severity  of  wounds : — Corporal  James  Donoh  ; 
Privates  T.  C.  CarnhiU,  B.  F.  Perdue,  Henry  Wil- 
liams. Total  4. 

Wounded  and  not  left : — Private  John  Leon- 
ard (slightly),  John  Thomas,  R.  F.  Lear.    Total  3. 
Total  killed  and  wounded,  10. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  COBB, 

Captain,  commanding  Battery* 


Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing. 
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A  true  copy  from  files  in  this  office. 


GEO,  WM.  BRENT, 

A.  A.  General. 


Doc.  53. 

BEAUEEGAED'S  LETTER    TO    PIERRE 
SOULE. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  SOUTH) 

CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND  FLORIDA,     U 

CHARLESTON,  S.  C.,  December  8, 1863. J 

Hon.  Pierre  Soule,  Richmond,  Va. : 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  In  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest made  on  the  eve  of  your  departure  for 
Richmond,  I  have  prepared  for  you  a  sketch  of 
certain  operations  by  which  we  may  yet  retrieve 
our  late  losses,  and  possibly  baffle  the  immense 
resources  of  men  and  available  material  of  our 
enemy : 


1.  The  system  hitherto  followed  of  keeping 
in  the  field  separate  armies,  acting  without  con- 
cert on  distant  and  diverging  lines  of  opera- 
tions, and  thus  enabling  our  adversary  to  con- 
centrate at  convenience  his  masses  against  our 
fractions,  must  be  discontinued  as  radically  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  art  of  war,  and 
attended  with  inevitable  results  such  as  our 
disasters  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  North- 
ern Georgia. 

2.  We  must  arrange  for  a  sudden  and  rapid 
concentration,  upon  some  selected,  decisive  stra- 
tegic point  of  the  theatre  of  war,  of  enough 
troops,  to  crush  the  forces  of  the  enemy  em- 
bodied in  that  quarter.    This  must  necessarily 
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be  done  at  the  expense  or  hazard,  for  the  time, 
of  other  points  less  important,  or  offering  less 
advantages ;  for  striking  the  enemy  a  blow 
thus  struck  will  necessarily  disorganize  his 
combinations  and  give  us  the  choice  of  the 
field  of  operations. 

I  am  sensibly  aware  of  our  limited  means, 
our  want  of  men,  the  material  appliances  of  war 
and  of  transportation,  and  hence  the  difficul- 
ties which  will  embarrass  us  in  the  execution  of 
this  plan  of  concentration  ;  but  I  see  no  way  to 
success  except  through  and  by  it.  A  different 
course  may  indeed  protract  the  contest,  which 
will  become  day  by  day  more  unequal ;  we  may 
fight  stoutly,  as  hitherto,  many  more  bloody 
and  indecisive  battles,  but  will  never  win  a  sig- 
nal, conclusive  victory,  until  we  can  manage  to 
throw  a  heavy  and  overwhelming  mass  of  our 
forces  upon  the  fractions  of  the  enemy,  and  at 
the  same  time  successfully  strike  at  his  com- 
munications, without  exposing  our  own. 

I  believe  this  may  yet  be  done.  Not  know- 
ing, however,  our  present  available  forces,  and 
their  locations,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  definite 
or  detailed  plan  of  operations.  But  I  believe  I 
am  warranted  in  assuming  that  we  have  under 
arms  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  effective 
men,  distributed  nearly  as  follows  : 

In  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

say 40,000 

Department  of  Alabama  and  Mississip- 
pi, say 15,000 

Under  Hardee  (including  Longstreet), 

say 60,000 

Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 

and  Florida,  say t 28,000 

Department  of  North  Carolina,  say 7,000 

Department  of  Virginia,  say 60,000 

Total 210,000 

Looking  at  a  map  of  the  Confederate  States, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  injurious  blow 
which  the  enemy  could  strike  at  present  would 
be  to  take  possession  of  Atlanta — thus  isolating 
still  more  completely  the  Trans-Mississippi 
States,  and  detaching,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  from  the 
Eastern  portion  of  the  Confederacy.  It  would 
also  be  a  deplorable  injury  to  the  energetic, 
populous  State  of  Georgia,  and  cripple  the  re- 
sources of  that  people.  We  should,  therefore, 
regard  Atlanta  as  the  actual  objective  point  of 
the  large  force  which  the  enemy  has  concen- 
trated about  Chattanooga,  and  the  one  which 
we  must,  at  all  cost,  prevent  him  from  obtain- 
ing. In  this  state  of  affairs,  throwing  aside  all 
other  considerations,  subordinating  all  other 
operations  to  this  one  vital  campaign,  at  a  con- 
certed moment  we  must  withdraw  from  other 
points  a  portion  of  their  forces — all,  indeed,  not 
absolutely  essential  for  keeping  up  a  show  of 
defence  or  safety  against  a  coup-de-main — and 
concentrate  in  this  way  every  available  soldier 
possible,  for  operations  against  General  Grant. 

Such  strategic  points  as  Richmond,  Weldon, 
Wilmington,  Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  and 


Meridian,  or  Jackson,  Miss.,  at  the  same  time, 
should  be  fortified,  garrisoned,  and  provisioned, 
according  to  their  present  relative  value  to  the 
Confederate  States,  sufficiently  to  prolong  their 
defence,  if  attacked  or  besieged,  until  troops 
for  their  relief  could  be  detached  as  required 
from  the  army  in  North-western  Georgia.  I 
will  now  state,  approximately,  what  troops  may, 
in  my  belief,  be  drawn  from  the  following  quar- 
ters, and  added  to  the  army  at  or  about  Dalton, 
namely : 

From  Alabama  and  Mississippi 10,000 

From  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Flor- 
ida      8,000 

From  North  Carolina 2,000 

From  Virginia 20,000 


Total 40,000 

These  forty  thousand  men,  added  with  celerity 
to  the  force  now  under  Hardee,  and  including 
that  under  Longstreet,  and  other  detachments, 
would  make  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men.  Let  this  army  take  the  offensive  at  once, 
and,  properly  handled,  it  should  crush  any  force 
that  Grant  could  assemble  in  time  and  oppose, 
scattered,  as  he  evidently  is,  and  unprepared,  as 
he  would  be,  for  such  an  event.  To  insure  the 
success  of  a  plan  of  operations,  the  press  must 
be  led  to  preserve  complete  silence  touching  all 
military  movements.  Depots  of  subsistence,  mu- 
nitions of  war,  ambulances,  wagons,  horses,  etc., 
should  be  established  at  certain  points,  not  too 
far  from  Atlanta,  for  rapid  concentration  at  the 
proper  time.  Meantime,  whatsoever  troops  that 
could  safely  be  withdrawn  from  the  departments 
already  indicated,  should  be  quickly,  quietly 
concentrated  at  suitable  central  points,  thence 
to  be  thrown  forward  with  all  possible  despatch 
to  Dalton,  with  all  the  means  of  transportation 
available,  of  all  sorts.  At  the  same  time,  the 
officer  appointed  to  command  -this  large  army 
should  make  all  his  preparations  for  such  a 
trust,  and  the  sudden  accumulation  of  troops  of 
all  arms,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  mould  it  into 
a  homogeneous  mass  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
to  inaugurate  offensive  operations  without  loss 
of  one  moment  of  time  that  may  be  obviated ; 
and  further,  he  must  be  invested  with  an  unre- 
stricted, unembarrassed  selection  of  staff  officers, 
and  thoroughly  emancipated  from  the  least  subor- 
dination to  the  views  and  control  of  the  heads 
of  bureaus  at  Richmond — a  reproduction,  in  this 
war,  of  that  fatal  Austrian  system  with  which 
no  eminently  successful  commander  ever  had  to 
contend — a  pernicious  plan  of  administration 
which  will  clog  and  hamper  the  highest  military 
genius,  whether  of  a  Napoleon  or  Caesar. 

I  believe  the  success  of  the  plan  of  campaign 
thus  sketched,  and  the  utter  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
would  be  almost  certain. 

The  question  would  next  be,  whether  to  pur- 
"Bue  the  routed  enemy  with  vigor  to  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  or  to  return  to  the 
several  sources,  whence  the  army  was  gathered , 
their  respective  detachments  or  quotas  for  the 
campaign.  This  should  be  left,  however,  to  be 
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determined  by  .the  nature  of  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions at  the  time. 

I  must  finally  remark  that,  were  it  possible  to 
concentrate,  with  sufficient  expedition,  at  or 
about  Knoxville,  such  an  army  as  I  have  indi- 
cated, that  would  be  the  better  point  whence  to 
take  the  offensive  into  Middle  Tennessee  than 
Dalton — that  is,  according  the  principles  of  the 
art,  would  promise  more  decisive  results ;  for 
it  is  evident  we  should  thus  threaten  the  ene- 
my's communications  without  exposing  our  own. 
(Principle  II.,  Art  of  War),  "  Le  secret  de  la 
guerre  est  dans  le  secret  des  communications." — 
Napoleon.  By  a  movement  from  Knoxville.  we 
should  be  doing  what  is  taught  in  connection 
with  the  Third  Maxim  (Art  of  War),  to  wit: 
"  That  part  of  the  base  of  operations  is  the  most 
advantageous  to  break  out  from  into  the  theatre 
of  war  which  conducts  the  most  directly  on  the 
enemy's  flank  or  rear"  There  may  be,  how 
ever,  such  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  such  a  movement  on  that  line  as 
may  not  make  it  advisable  to  adopt  it.  "  The 
whole  science  of  war,"  it  has  been  well  said, 
"  may  be  briefly  defined  as  the  art  of  placing,  in 
the  right  position,  at  the  right  time,  a  mass  of 
troops  greater  than  your  enemy  can  there  op- 
pose to  you."  These  conditions,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, may  be  filled  by  very  much  such  a  plan  as 
the  one  which  I  have  hurriedly  placed  before 
you.  Of  course  my  views  must  be  subject  to 
such  modification  as  my  want  of  precise  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  number  and  location  of 
pur  troops  may  render  necessary.  ; 

The  hour  is  critical  and  grave — 
"  The  enemy  increaseth  every  day, 
We,  at  the  height,  are  ready  to  decline." 

I  am  filled  with  intense  anxiety  lest  golden 
opportunities  shah1  be  lost — lost  forever.  In  no 
theatre  of  human  actions  is  it  so  true  as  in 
war — 

"  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men, 
Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries. 

And  we  must  take  the  current  wher  it  serves, 
Or  lose  our  ventures." 

It  is  concentration  and  immediate  mobility 
that  are  indispensable  to  save  us. 
Yours,  sincerely, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAUD. 
Official:        A.  TERRY, 

A.  A.  General. 


Doc.  54. 

BATTLES  OF  COKINTH  AND  HATCHES 
BRIDGE.* 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  VAN  DORN.* 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  WEST  TENNESSEK,") 
HOLLY  SPRINGS,  Miss.,  Oct.  20, 1862.     j 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth : 

Having  established  batteries  at  Port  Hudson, 

*  See  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  5,  page  488— Documents. 


secured  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  River  to  Yicksburg,  I 
turned  my  especial  attention  to  aifairs  in  the 
northern  portion  of  my  district. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  August  I  received  a 
despatch  from  General  Bragg,  informing  me 
that  he  was  about  to  march  into  Kentucky,  and 
would  leave  to  General  Price  and  myself  the 
enemy  in  West  Tennessee.  On  the  fourth  day 
of  September  I  received  a  communication  from 
General  Price,  in  which  was  enclosed  a  copy  of 
the  despatch  from  General  Bragg  above  named, 
making  an  offer  to  co-operate  with  me.  At  this 
time  General  Breckinridge  was  operating  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  between  Baton  Rouge  and 
Port  Hudson,  with  all  the  available  force  I  had 
for  the  field  ;  therefore  I  could  not  accept  Gen- 
eral Price's  proposition.  Upon  the  return,  how- 
ever, of  General  Breckinridge,  I  immediately 
addressed  General  Price,  giving  my  views  in 
full  in  regard  to  the  campaign  in  West  Tennes- 
see, and  stating  that  I  was  then  ready  to  join, 
him  with  all  my  troops.  In  the  meantime  orders 
were  received  by  him,  from  General  Bragg,  to 
follow  Rosecrans  across  the  Tennessee  River 
into  Middle  Tennessee,  whither  it  was  then  sup- 
posed he  had  gone.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
intelligence  I  felt  at  once  that  all  my  hopes  of 
accomplishing  anything  in  West  Tennessee,  with 
my  small  force,  were  marred.  I  nevertheless 
moved  up  to  Davis'  Mill,  a  few  miles  from  Grand 
Junction,  Tennessee,  with  the  intention  of  de- 
fending my  district  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  to  make  a  demonstation  in  favor  of  General 
Price  ;  to  which  latter  end,  also,  I  marched  my 
whole  command,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, to  within  seven  miles  of  Bolivar,  driv- 
ing three  brigades  of  the  enemy  back  to  that 
place,  and  forcing  the  return  from  Corinth  of  one 
division  (Ross's)  which  had  been  sent  there  to 
strengthen  Grant's  army. 

General  Price,  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
marched  in  the  direction  of  luka,  to  cross  the 
Tennessee,  but  was  not  long  in  discovering  that 
Rosecrans  had  not  crossed  that  stream.  This 
officer,  in  connection  with  Grant,  attacked  him 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  fall  back  towards  Baldwin,  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  On  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  the  same  month  I  received  a  despatch, 
by  courier,  from  General  Price,  stating  that  he 
was  at  Baldwin,  and  was  then  ready  to  join  me 
with  his  forces  in  an  attack  on  Corinth,  as  had 
been  previously  suggested  by  me.  We  met  at 
Ripley,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September,  ac- 
cording to  agreement,  and  marched  the  next 
morning  towards  Pocahontas,  which  place  we 
reached  on  the  first  of  October.  From  ah1  the 
information  I  could  obtain,  the  following  was 
the  "situation"  of  the  Federal  army  at  that 
time :  Sherman  at  Memphis,  with  about  six 
thousand  men ;  Hurlbert,  afterwards  Ord,  at  Bol- 
ivar, with  about  eight  thousand ;  Grant  (head- 
quarters at  Jackson),  with  about  three  thousand  ; 
Rosecrans  at  Corinth,  with  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand ;  together  with  the  following  outposts,  viz. : 
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Rienzi,  twenty-five  hundred  ;  Burnville,  Jacinto, 
and  luka,  about  six  thousand.  At  important 
bridges,  and  on  garrison,  duty,  about  two  or 
three  thousand,  making  in  the  aggregate  about 
forty-two  thousand  (42,000)  men  ir  West  Ten- 
nessee. Memphis,  Jackson,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth 
•were  fortified,  the  works  mounting  siege  guns, 
the  outposts  slightly  fortified,  having  field-pieces. 
Memphis,  Bolivar,  and  Corinth  are  in  the  arc  of 
a  circle,  the  chord  of  which,  from  Memphis  to 
Corinth,  makes  an  angle  with  due  east  line  about 
fifteen  degrees  south.  Bolivar  is  about  equi- 
distant from  Memphis  and  Corinth,  somewhat 
nearer  the  latter,  and  is  at  the  intersection  of 
the  Hatchie  River  and  the  Mississippi  Central 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  Corinth  is  the  strongest,  but 
the  most  salient  point.  Surveying  the  whole 
field  of  operations  before  me,  calmly  and  dis- 
passionately, the  conclusion  forced  itself  irre- 
sistibly upon  my  mind  that  the  taking  of  Corinth 
was  a  condition  precedental  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  anything  in  West  Tennessee.  To  take 
Memphis  would  be  to  destroy  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  without  any  adequate  military  ad- 
vantage, even  admitting  that  it  could  be  held, 
without  heavy  guns,  against  the  enemy's  guns 
and  mortar  boats.  The  line  of  fortifications 
around  Boliver  is  intersected  by  the  Hatchie 
River,  rendering  it  impossible  to  take  the  place 
by  quick  assault,  and  reinforcements  could  be 
thrown  in  from  Jackson  by  railroad,  and,  situ- 
ated as  it  is,  in  the  angle  of  the  three  fortified 
places,  an  advance  upon  it  would  expose  both 
my  flanks  and  rear  to  an  attack  from  the  forces 
at  Memphis  and  Corinth. 

It  was  clear,  to  my  mind,  that  if  a  successful 
attack  could  be  made  upon  Corinth  from  the 
west  and  north-west,  the  forces  there  driven 
back  on  the  Tennessee  and  cut  off,  Bolivar  and 
Jackson  would  easily  fall,  and  then,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  exchange  prisoners  of  war,  West 
Tennessee  would  soon  be  in  our  possession,  and 
communication  with  General  Bragg  effected 
through  Middle  Tennessee.  The  attack  on  Cor- 
inth was  a  military  necessity,  requiring  prompt 
and  vigorous  action.  It  was  being  strengthened 
daily  under  that  astute  soldier,  General  Rose- 
crans  ;  convalescents  were  returning  to  fill  his 
ranks  ;  new  levies  were  arriving  to  increase  his 
brigades,  and  fortifications  were  being  con- 
structed at  new  points,  and  it  was  very  evident 
that  unless  a  sudden  and  vigorous  blow  could  be 
struck  there  at  once,  no  hope  could  be  entertained 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  a  base  of  operations 
so  convenient ;  that  in  the  event  of  misfortune 
to  Bragg,  in  Kentucky,  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  would  be  lost  to  us  before  winter. 
To  have  waited  for  the  arrival,  arming,  cloth- 
ing, and  organization  of  the  exchanged  prison- 
ers would  have  been  to  wait  for  the  enemy  to 
strengthen  themselves  more  than  we  could  pos- 
sibly do.  With  these  reflections,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  I  determined  to  attempt  Cor- 
inth. I  had  a  reasonable  hope  of  success. 
Field  returns  at  Ripley  showed  my  strength  to 
be  about  twenty-two  thousand  men.  Rosecrans 


at  Corinth  had  about  fifteen  thousand,  with 
about  eight  thousand  additional  men  at  out- 
posts, from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  distant.  I 
might  surprise  him  and  carry  the  place  before 
these  troops  could  be  brought  in.  I  therefore 
marched  towards  Pocahontas,  threatening  Boli- 
var, then  turned  suddenly  across  the  Hatchie 
and  Tuscumbia  and  attacked  Corinth  without 
hesitation,  and  did  surprise  that  place  before  the 
outpost  garrisons  were  called  in.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  this  blow  should  be  sudden  and  deci- 
sive, and  if  unsuccessful,  that  I  should  with- 
draw rapidly  from  the  position  between  the  two 
armies  of  Ord  and  Rosecrans.  The  troops  were 
in  fine  spirits,  and  the  whole  Army  of  West 
Tennessee  seemed  eager  to  emulate  the  armies 
of  the  Potomac  and  of  Kentucky.  No  army 
every  marched  to  battle  with  prouder  steps, 
more  hopeful  countenances,  or* with  more  cour- 
age than  marched  the  Army  of  Tennessee  out 
of  Ripley,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  on  its  way  to  Corinth.  Fully 
alive  to  the  responsibility  of  my  position  as 
commander  of  the  arm}7,  and  after  mature  and 
deliberate  reflection,  the  march  was  ordered. 
The  ground  was  well  known  to  me,  and  re- 
quired no  study  to  determine  where  to  make 
the  attack.  The  bridge  over  the  Hatchie 
was  soon  reconstructed,  and  the  army  crossed 
at  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  second  of  Octo- 
ber. Adams'  brigade  of  cavalry  was  left  to 
guard  this  approach  to  our  rear,  and  to  protect 
the  train  which  was  parked  between  the  Hatchie 
and  Tuscumbia.  Colonel  Hawkins'  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  Captain  Dawson's  battery  of  artil- 
lery, were  also  left  in  the  Boneyard  road,  in  easy 
supporting  distance  of  the  bridge.  The  army 
bivouacked  at  Chewalla,  after  the  driving  in 
of  some  pickets  from  that  vicinity  by  Arm- 
strong's and  Jackson's  cavalry.  This  point  is 
about  ten  miles  from  Corinth. 

At  daybreak  on  the  third  the  march  was 
resumed,  the  precaution  having  been  taken  to 
cut  the  railroad  between  Corinth  and  Jackson 
with  a  squadron  of  Armstrong's  cavalry.  Lovell's 
division  in  front  kept  the  road  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad. 
Price,  after  marching  on  the  same  road  about 
five  miles,  turned  to  the  left,  crossing  the  rail- 
road, and  formed  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the 
outer  line  of  intrenchments,  and  about  three 
miles  from  Corinth.  Lovell  formed  line  of  battle, 
after  some  heavy  skirmishing  (having  to  con- 
struct a  passage  across  the  dry  bed  of  Indian 
Creek  for  his  artillery,  under  fire),  on  the  right 
and  in  front  of  the  same  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  following  was  the  first  order  of  battle : 
The  three  brigades  of  Lovell's  division,  Ville- 
pigue's,  Bowen's,  and  Rust's  in  line,  with  reserve 
in  rear  of  each  ;  Jackson's  cavalry  brigade  on  the 
right  in  echelon.  The  left  flank  of  the  division 
on  the  Charleston  Railroad.  Price's  corps  on  the 
left,  with  the  right  flank  resting  on  the  same 
road.  Maury's  division  on  the  right,  with 
Moore's  and  Phifer's  brigade  in  line  ;  Cabell's  in 
reserve.  Hebert's  division,  on  the  left,  with 
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Gates  and  Martin's  brigade  in  line  ;  Colbert's  in 
reserve.  Armstrong's  cavalry  brigade  on  the 
extreme  left,  somewhat  detached  and  out  of  view. 
Hebert's  left  was  masked  behind  a  timbered 
bridge,  with  orders  not  to  bring  it  into  action 
until  the  last  moment  This  was  done  in  hopes 
of  inducing  the  enemy  to  weaken  his  right  by 
reinforcing  his  centre  and  left,  where  the  attack 
was  first  to  be  made,  that  his  right  might  be 
forced. 

At  ten  o'clock  all  skirmishers  were  driven 
into  the  intrenchments,  and  the  two  armies  were 
in  line  of  battle,  confronting  each  other  in  force. 
A  belt  of  fallen  timber,  or  abatis,  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  in  width,  extended  along  the  whole 
line  of  intrenchments.  This  was  to  be  crossed. 
The  attacked  commenced  on  the  right  by  Lovell's 
division,  and  extended  gradually  to  the  left,  and 
by  half-past  ten  o'clock  the  whole  line  of  outer 
works  was  carried,  several  pieces  of  artillery 
being  taken.  The  enemy  made  several  ineffec- 
tual efforts  to  hold  their  ground,  forming  line  of 
battle  at  advantageous  points,  and  resisting  ob- 
stinately our  advance  to  the  second  line  of 
detached  works.  I  had  been  in  hopes  that  one 
day's  operations  would  end  the  contest,  and  de- 
cide who  should  be  the  victors  on  this  bloody 
field ;  but  a  ten  miles'  march  over  a  parched 
country,  on  dusty  roads,  without  water,  getting 
into  line  of  battle  in  forests  with  undergrowth, 
and  the  more  than  usual  activity  and  determined 
courage  displayed  by  the  enemy,  commanded  by 
one  of  the  ablest  Generals  of  the  United  States 
army,  who  threw  all  possible  obstacles  in  our 
way  that  an  active  mind  could  suggest,  pro- 
longed the  battle  until  I  saw  with  regret  the  sun 
sink  behind  the  hocizon  as  the  last  shot  of  our 
sharpshooters  followed  the  retreating  foe  into 
their  innermost  lines.  One  hour  more  of  day- 
light, and  victory  would  have  soothed  our  grief 
for  the  loss  of  the  gallant  dead  who  sleep  on  that 
lost  but  not  dishonored  field.  The  army  slept 
on  their  arms  within  six  hundred  yards  of 
Corinth,  victorious  so  far. 

During  the  night  three  batteries  were  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  ridge  overlooking  the 
town  from  the  west,  just  where  the  hills  dip 
into  the  flat  extending  into  the  railroad  depot, 
with  instructions  to  open  on  the  town  at  four 
o'clock  A.  M.  Hebert  on  the  left  was  ordered 
to  mass  part  of  his  division  on  his  left ;  to  put 
Cabell's  brigade  in  echelon  on  the  left  also 

SJabell's  brigade  being  detached  from  Murray's 
ivision  for  this  purpose) ;  to  move  Armstrong's 
cavalry  brigade  across  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
railroad,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  some  of  his 
artillery  in  position  across  the  road.  In  this 
order  of  battle  he  was  directed  to  attack  at  day- 
break with  his  whole  force,  swinging  his  left 
flank  in  towards  Corinth,  and  advance  down  the 
Purdy  ridge.  Lovell  on  the  extreme  right  with 
two  of  his  brigades  in  line  of  battle,  and  one  in 
reserve,  with  Jackson's  cavalry  on  the  extreme 
right  on  College  Hill,  his  left  flank  resting  on 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  was  order- 
ed to  await  in  this  order,  or  to  feel  his  way 


along  slowly  with  his  sharpshooters  until  He- 
bert was  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  on 
the  left  He  was  then  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
assault,  and  force  his  right  inwards  across  the 
low  grounds  south-west  of  the  town.  The  cen- 
tre, under  Maury,  was  to  move  at  the  same  time 
quickly  to  the  front,  and  directly  at  Corinth. 
Jackson  was  directed  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Tuscumbia,  during  the  night.  Daylight 
came,  and  there  was  no  attack  on  the  left  A 
staff  officer  was  sent  to  Hebert  to  inquire  the 
cause.  That  officer  could  not  be  found. 

Another  messenger  was  sent,  and  a  third ;  and 
about  seven  o'clock  General  Hebert  came  to  my 
headquarters  and  reported  sick.  General  Price 
then  put  Brigadier-General  Green  in  command 
of  the  left  wing  ;  and  it  was  eight  o'clock  before 
the  proper  dispositions  for  the  attack  at  this 
point  wore  made.  In  the  mean  time  the  troops 
of  Maury's  left  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
sharpshoooters,  and  the  battle  was  brought  on, 
and  extended  along  the  whole  centre  and  left 
wing,  and  I  regretted  to  observe  that  my  whole 
plan  of  attack  was,  \)j  this  unfortunate  delay, 
disarranged.  One  brigade  after  another  went 
gallantly  into  the  action,  ancj  pushing  forward 
through  direct  and  cross-fire,  over  every  obsta- 
cle, reached  Corinth,  and  planted  their  colors  on 
the  last  stronghold  of  the  enemy.  A  hand  to 
hand  contest  was  being  enacted  in  the  very 
yard  of  General  Rosecrans'  headquarters,  and  in 
the  streets  of  the  town.  The  heavy  guns  were 
silenced,  arid  all  seemed  about  to  be  ended 
when  a  heavy  fire  from  fresh  troops  from  luka, 
Burnsville,  and  Rienzi,  that  had  succeeded  in 
reaching  Corinth  in  time,  poured  into  our 
thinned  ranks.  Exhausted  from  loss  of  sleep, 
wearied  from  hard  marching  and  fighting,  com- 
panies in  regiments  without  officers,  our  troops 
(let  no  one  censure  them)  gave  way.  The  day 
was  lost!  Lovell's  division  was  at  this  time  ad- 
vancing pursuant  to  orders,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  assaulting  the  works  when  he  received 
my  orders  to  throw  one  of  his  brigades  (Ville- 
pigue's)  rapidly  to  the  centre  to  cover  the 
broken  ranks  thrown  back  from  Corinth,  and 
to  prevent  a  sortie.  He  then  moved  his  whole 
division  to  the  left  and  was  soon  afterwards 
ordered  to  move  slowly  back,  and  take  position 
on  Indian  Creek,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
turning  our  flank.  The  centre  and  left  were  with- 
drawn on  the  same  road  on  which  they  ap- 
proached, and  being  somewhat  in  confusion  on 
account  of  loss  of  officers,  fatigue,  thirst,  want 
of  sleep,  thinned  ranks,  and  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  Villepigue's  brigade  was  brought  in  op- 
portunely and  covered  the  road  to  Chewalla. 
Lovell  came  in  the  rear  of  the  whole  army,  and 
ah1  bivouacked  again  at  Chewalla.  No  enemy 
disturbed  the  sleep  of  the  weary  troops.  Dur- 
ing the  night  I  had  a  bridge  constructed  over 
the  Tuscumbia,  and  sent  Armstrong's  and  Jack- 
son's cavalry,  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  seize 
and  hold  Rienzi  until  the  army  came  up,  intend- 
ing to  march  to  and  hold  that  point,  but  after 
consultation  with  General  Price,  who  repre- 
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sented  his  troops  to  be  somewhat  disorganized, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  return  by  the  same 
road  we  came,  and  fall  back  towards  Ripley  and 
Oxford.  Anticipating  that  the  Bolivar  force 
would  move  out,  and  dispute  my  passage  across 
the  Hatchie  bridge,  I  pushed  rapidly  on  to  that 
point,  in  hopes  of  reaching  and  securing  the 
bridge  before  their  arrival ;  but  I  soon  learned, 
by  couriers  from  Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  that  I 
would  be  too  late.  I  nevertheless  pushed  on 
with  the  intention  of  engaging  the  enemy  until 
I  could  get  my  train  and  reserve  artillery  un- 
parked  and  on  the  Boneyard  road  to  the  cross- 
ing at  Crumb's  Mills  (this  road  branches  off 
south  from  the  State-line  road,  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  run- 
ning south  or  up  the  Hatchie).  No  contest  of 
long  duration  could  be  made  here,  as  it  was 
evident  that  the  army  of  Corinth  would  soon 
make  its  appearance  on  our  right  flank  and  rear. 
The  trains  and  reserve  artillery  were  therefore 
immediately  ordered  on  the  Boneyard  road, 
and  orders  were  sent  to  Armstrong  and  Jack- 
son to  change  their  direction,  and  cover  the  front 
and  flank  of  the  trains  until  they  crossed  the 
Hatchie,  and  then  to  cover  them  in  front  until 
they  were  on  the  Ripley  road.  The  enemy 
were  then  engaged  beyond  the  Hatchie  bridge 
by  small  fragments  of  Maury's  division  as  they 
could  be  hastened  up,  and  were  kept  in  check 
sufficiently  long  to  get  everything  off.  General 
Ord  commanded  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  ' 
succeeded  in  getting  into  position  before  any 
number  of  our  travel-worn  troops  could  be  got 
into  line  of  battle.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  they  were  driven  back  across  the 
bridge,  but  they  maintained  their  position  on 
the  hills  overlooking  it,  under  their  gallant  leader, 
General  Price,  until  orders  were  sent  to  fall 
back  and  take  up  their  line  of  march  on  the 
Boneyard  road,  in  rear  of  the  whole  train.  At 
one  time,  fearing  that  the  enemy,  superior  in 
numbers  to  the  whole  force  I  had  in  advance  of 
the  train,  would  drive  us  back,  I  ordered  Gen- 
oral  LoveU  to  leave  one  brigade  to  guard  the 
reserve  to  Tuscumbia  bridge,  and  to  push  for- 
ward with  the  other  two  to  the  front.  This 
order  was  quickly  executed,  and  very  soon  the 
splendid  brigades  of  Rust  and  Villepigue  made 
their  appearance  close  at  hand. 

The  army  corps  of  General  Price  was  with- 
drawn, and  Villepigue  filed  in  and  took  position 
as  rear  guard  to  the  army  against  Ord's  forces. 
Rust  was  ordered  forward  to  report  to  General 
Price,  who  was  directed  to  cross  the  Hatchie  at 
Crumb's  mills,  and  take  position  to  cover  the 
crossing  of  the  teams  and  artillery.  Bowen  was 
left  at  Tuscumbia  Bridge,  as  a  rear  guard  against 
the  advance  of  Rosecrans  from  Corinth,  with 
orders  to  defend  that  bridge  until  the  trains 
were  unparked  and  on  the  road.  Then  to  cross 
the  bridge  and  burn  it,  and  to  join  Villepigue 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads.  In  the  execution 
of  this  order,  and  whilst  in  position  near  the 
bridge,  the  head  of  the  Corinth  army  made  its 
appearance  and  engaged  him,  but  was  repulsed 


with  heavy  loss^  and  in  a  mariner  that  reflected 
great  credit  on  General  Bowen  and  his  brigade. 
The  army  was  not  again  molested  on  its  retreat 
to  Ripley,  nor  on  its  march  to  this  place.  The 
following  was  found  to  be  our  loss  in  the 
severest  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
march  to  and  from  Corinth,  viz.:  killed,  594; 
wounded,  2,162  ;  prisoners  and  missing,  2,102. 
One  piece  of  artillery  was  driven  in  the  night 
by  a  mistake  into  the  enemy's  lines  and  cap- 
tured. Four  pieces  were  taken  at  the  Hatchie 
bridge,  the  horses  being  shot.  Nine  wagons 
were  upset  and  abandoned  by  teamsters  on  the 
night's  march  to  Crumb's  mills.  Some  baggage 
was  thrown  out  of  the  wagons,  not  amounting 
to  any  serious  loss. 

Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  captured  from 
the  enemy  at  Corinth  by  General  LovelTs  divis- 
ion, one  of  which  was  brought  off.  Five 
pieces  were  also  taken  by  General  Price's  corps, 
two  of  which  were  brought  off.  Thus  making 
a  loss  to  us  of  only  two  pieces.  The  enemy's 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their  own 
accounts,  was  over  three  thousand.  We  took 
over  three  hundred  prisoners.  Most  of  the 
prisoners  taken  from  us  were  the  stragglers 
from  the  army  on  the  retreat. 

The  retreat  from  Corinth  was  not  a  rout,  as  it 
has  been  industriously  represented  by  the  ene- 
my, and  by  the  cowardly  deserters  from  the 
army.  The  division  of  General  Lovell  formed 
line  of  battle,  facing  the  rear,  on  several  occa- 
sions, when  it  was  reported  the  enemy  was 
near ;  but  not  a  gun  was  fired  after  the  army  re- 
tired from  the  Hatchie  and  Tuscumbia  bridges. 
Nor  did  the  enemy  follow,  except  at  a  respect- 
ful distance.  Although  many  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Corinth,  and  in  the  affair  of  Hatchie 
bridge,  came  under  my  personal  observations, 
I  will  not  mention  them  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  who  may  have  been  equally  deserving, 
but  who  did  not  fall  under  my  own  eye.  I 
have  deemed  it  best  to  call  on  the  different  com- 
manders to  furnish  me  a  special  report,  and  a 
list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  Soldiers  of 
their  respective  commands  who  deserve  special 
mention.  These  lists  and  special  reports  I  will 
take  pleasure  in  forwarding,  together  with  one 
of  my  own,  when  completed  ;  and  I  respectfully 
request  that  they  may  be  appended  as  part  of 
my  report.  I  cannot  refrain,  however,  from 
mentioning  here  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  a 
noble  Texian,  whose  deeds  at  Corinth  are  the 
constant  theme  of  both  friends  and  foes.  As 
long  as  courage, manliness,  fortitude,  patriotism, 
and  honor  exist,  the  name  of  Rogers  will  be 
revered  and  honored  among  men.  He  fell  in 
the  front  of  the  battle  and  died  beneath  the 
colors  of  his  regiment,  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
enemy's  stronghold.  He  sleeps,  and  glory  is 
his  sentence. 

The  attempt  at  Corinth  has  failed,  and  in  con- 
sequence I  am  condemned,  and  have  been  super- 
ceded  in  my  command.  In  my  zeal  for  my 
country,  I  may  have  ventured  too  far  with  in- 
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adequate  means,  and  I  bow  to  the  opinion  of 
the  people  whom  I  serve.  Yet  I  feel  if  the 
spirits  of  the  gallant  dead  who  now  lie  beneath 
the  batteries  of  Corinth,  see  and  judge  the  mo- 
tives of  men,  they  do  not  rebuke  me,  for  there 
is  no  sting  in  my  conscience.  Nor  does  retro- 
spection admonish  me  of  error  or  of  a  disregard 
of  their  valued  lives. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  VAN  DORN, 

Major-General. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  PRICE. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  WEST,        1     . 
HOLLY  SPRINGS,  October  20,  1862. ) 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  this  army, 
connected  with  the  several  engagements  at 
Corinth  and  Davis'  bridge,  of  the  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  instants.  Having  arranged  with  Major- 
General  Van  Dorn  to  unite  my  forces  with  his 
for  active  operations,  I  joined  him  at  Ripley  on 
the  twenty-seventh  ultimo.  My  force  at  this 
time  consisted  of  effective  infantry,  10,498 ; 
effective  cavalry,  2,437  ;  effective  artillery,  928 
men  and  forty-four  guns,  including  two  twenty- 
four-pounder  howitzers  and  four  rifled  pieces  of 
three  and  five-eighths  calibre.  The  infantry 
was  divided  into  two  divisions,  commanded  by 
Brigadier-Generals  Maury  and  Hebert.  Maury's 
division  consisted  of  three  brigades,  command- 
ed by  Brigadier-General  Moore  and  Acting  Bri- 
gadier-Generals Cabell  and  Phifer.  Hebert's 
division  consisted  of  four  brigades,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Green  and  Colonels  Mar- 
tin, Gates,  and  Colbert.  The  cavalry,  except 
such  companies  as  were  on  detached  service, 
was  under  command  of  Acting  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Armstrong.  The  artillery  was  apportioned 
as  follows,  with  Maury's  division :  Hoxton's 
battery,  Lieutenant  Tobin  commanding ;  Bled- 
soe's  battery ;  McNally's  battery,  Lieutenant 
Moore  commanding ;  Lucas'  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery  ;  Hoxton's  and  Brown's  battery ; 
Sengstack's  batteries  were  held  as  reserves, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  acting 
Chief  of  Artillery  of  the  division.  With  He- 
bert's division  were  Wade's,  Landis',  Guibo's, 
Dawson's,  and  King's.  The  cavalry  force,  under 
General  Armstrong,  reported  to  the  Major-Gen- 
eral  commanding  the  combined  forces,  and  after- 
wards acted  under  orders  direct  from  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  we 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of 
Pocahontas,  which  place  we  reached  on  the  first 
instant,  and  from  which  we  moved  upon  the 
enemy  at  Corinth,  bivouacking  on  the  night  of 
the  second  instant  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  to 
Chewalla — having  left  one  regiment  of  infantry 
and  a  section  of  artillery  with  the  wagon  train 
as  a  guard.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  third  instant,  we  resumed  the  march ; 
my  command  moving  on  the  main  Pocahontas 
and  Corinth  road,  in  rear  of  General  Lovell's. 


At  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  ene- 
my's outer  line  of  fortifications,  my  command 
made  a  detour  to  the  left,  with  instructions  to 
occupy  the  ground  between  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  and  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroads.  This 
done,  my  line,  Maury  occupying  the  right  and 
Hebert  the  leftrwith  Cabell's  and  Colbert's  bri- 
gades in  reserve,  fronted  the  enemy's  works  in 
a  south-easterly  direction,  the  right  resting  upon 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad.  While 
these  dispositions  were  making  General  Lovell 
engaged  the  enemy  upon  our  right ;  ah1  being 
now  ready  for  the  attack,  my  line  was  ordered 
forward  at  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  Almost  si- 
multaneously with  the  movement  the  opposed 
armies  became  engaged  in  a  desperate  conflict 
along  the  whole  extent  of  my  line.  My  command 
had  scarcely  cleared  the  position  of  its  first 
formation,  when  entering  an  abatis  of  more  than 
three  hundred  yards  it  became  unmasked  before 
a  position  naturally  exceedingly  formidable,  and 
rendered  trebly  so  by  the  extent  of  felled  timber 
through  which  it  must  be  approached  ;  and  the 
most  improved  and  scientifically  constructed  in- 
trenchment,  bristling  with  artillery  of  large  cali- 
bre, and  supported  by  heavy  lines  of  infantry. 
My  troops  charged  the  enemy's  position  with 
the  most  determined  courage,  exposed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Without 
faltering  they  pressed  forward  over  every  ob- 
stacle, and  with  shouts  and  cheers  carried,  in 
less  than  twenty  minutes,  the  entire  line  of 
works ;  the  enemy  having  fled,  leaving  in  our 
hands  many  prisoners  and  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery— one  a  four  inch  Parrott  gun,  the  other  a 
twenty-four-pounder  howitzer.  Our  loss  in  this 
attack  was  comparatively  small.  This  is  attrib- 
utable to  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  charge 
was  made  and  the  works  carried.  It  becomes 
my  painful  duty,  in  this  connection,  to  revert  to 
the  distinguished  services  of  two  gallant  officers 
who  feh1  in  this  engagement :  Colonel  John  D. 
Martin,  commanding  a  Brigade  of  Mississip- 
pians,  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  Farrington,  of 
Wade's  battery.  Colonel  Martin  fell  mortally 
wounded  while  leading  the  charge  against  an 
angle  in  the  enemy's  works,  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  enfilading  batteries.  The  gallant  bearing  of 
this  officer  upon  more  than  one  bloody  field  had 
won  for  him  a  place  in  the  heart  of  every  Mis- 
sissippian  and  the  admiration  and  confidence  of 
his  superior  officers.  Lieutenant  Farrington  was 
struck  and  instantly  killed  by  a  shot  from  a 
rifled  gun,  while  bringing  one  of  the  guns  of 
his  battery  into  position.  This  gallant  soldier 
and  courteous  and  chivalrous  gentleman,  forget- 
ful of  personal  interest  and  mindful  of  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  service  only,  resigned  a  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonelcy in  the  service  of  his  State  for  a 
Lieutenancy  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  gave 
up  his  life  a  glorious  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of 
his  country's  honor,  in  the  seventh  of  the  battles 
in  which  he  has  been  conspicuous  for  cool,  de- 
termined, and  effective  bravery.  Though  young, 
his  country  mourns  no  more  valiant  defender, 
his  command  no  abler  commander,  his  friends 
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no  worthier  recipient  of  their  affection.  The 
outer  works  being  in  our  possession  my  line 
moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  ene- 
my until  within  about  one  mile  of  Corinth, 
where  the  enemy  was  encountered  in  position 
and  in  force.  The  necessary  disposition  being 
made,  my  whole  line  again  moved  forward  to 
the  attack  at  about  three  o'clock  p.  M.  Here  the 
fighting  was  of  unparalleled  fierceness  along  the 
whole  extent  of  my  line.  The  position  of  the 
enemy  along  the  entire  length  of  his  lines  was 
covered  by  fencing,  heavy  timber,  or  under- 
brush ;  while  portions  of  my  troops  advanced 
through  open  fields  exposed  to  a  deadly  fire 
of  batteries,  operating  over  the  enemy's  line  of 
infantry.  Here,  as  in  the  assault  upon  the  outer 
works,  we  had  little  artillery  in  action,  it  being 
impossible  to  procure  such  positions  for  my 
batteries  as  would  enable  them  to  co-operate 
effectively  with  the  infantry.  After  continuous 
and  most  desperate  fighting  along  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  my  line,  of  nearly  two  hours'  duration, 
the  enemy,  notwithstanding  his  lines  had  been 
trebled  by  reinforcements,  was  driven  from  his 
positions  and  forced  to  take  refuge  in  his  inner- 
most works  in  and  around  the  town. 

The  troops  of  my  command  having  nearly  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition  in  the  heavy  fighting 
through  the  day,  were  withheld  from  immediate 
pursuit,  and  the  delay  in  procuring  the  neces- 
sary supply  of  ammunition  forced  me  to  close 
the  fight  for  the  day.  My  troops  were  with- 
drawn for  cover,  and  laid  on  their  arms  during 
the  night,  in  the  position  from  which  the  enemy 
had  been  driven.  About  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth,  three  batteries  of  my 
command  were  placed  in  position  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  town,  under  the  immediate  orders 
of  the  Major-General  commanding.  About  day- 
light orders  were  received  to  advance  my  whole 
line.  In  the  execution  of  this  order  a  delay  was 
occasioned  by  the  illness  of  Brigadier-General 
Hebert,  commanding  a  division.  He  was  neces- 
sarily relieved  from  duty.  The  command  de- 
volved upon  Brigadier-General  Green,  who 
moved  forward  as  soon  as  he  could  make  the 
necessary  disposition  of  his  troops.  It  was  after 
nine  o'clock  when  my  line  became  generally  and 
furiously  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  his  inner- 
most and  most  formidable  works,  from  which  his 
infantry  and  artillery  could  jointly  operate  against 
my  troops.  Here,  as  in  the  previous  actions, 
my  artillery  could  not  be  effectively  brought 
into  action,  and  but  few  of  the  guns  were  en- 
gaged. The  fighting,  by  my  command,  was  al- 
most entirely  confined  to  the  infantry.  My  men 
Eressed  forward  upon  the  enemy,  and  with 
eavy  loss  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  works, 
having  driven  him  from  them,  capturing  more 
than  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  forcing  him  to 
take  refuge  in  the  houses  of  the  town,  and  in 
every  place  that  would  afford  protection  from 
our  galling  fire.  He  was  followed  and  driven 
from  house  to  house  with  great  slaughter.  In 
the  town  were  batteries  in  mask,  supported  by 
heavy  reserves,  behind  which  the  retreating  en- 


emy took  shelter,  and  which  opened  upon  our 
troops  a  most  destructive  fire  at  short  range. 
My  men  held  their  positions  most  gallantly,  re- 
turning the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  great  spirit 
until  portions  of  them  exhausted  their  ammuni- 
tion and  were  compelled  to  retire.  This  ne- 
cessitated the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  line, 
which  was  done  under  a  withering  fire.  The 
attack  was  not  resumed,  and  we  fell  back  to  our 
supply  train,  the  men  being  almost  exhausted 
from  exertion  and  want  of  food  and  water. 
General  Villepigue's  brigade  moved  over  to  our 
assistance,  but  did  not  become  engaged,  as  the 
enemy  was  too  badly  cut  up  to  follow  us.  We 
fell  back  in  order  to  obtain  water,  some  six  miles 
from  Corinth,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  bringing  off  all  our  artillery  and  arms 
save  one  rifled  piece,  which  had  been  inadvert- 
ently driven  into  the  enemy's  line  while  going 
into  battery  before  daylight  in  the  morning,  and 
had  been  left.  We  brought  off,  also,  the  two 
guns  captured  at  the  outer  line  of  fortifications 
on  the  third.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  courage  of  my  troops  in  these 
engagements,  nor  can  I  discriminate  between 
officers  and  commands  where  all  behaved  so 
nobly.  This  is  the  less  necessary,  as  the  oper- 
ations of  my  command  were  under  the  immediate 
observation  of  the  Major-General  commanding. 
For  minute  details  of  the  actions,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  artiUery,  of  the  third  and  fourth 
instants,  as  well  as  for  instances  of  personal  and 
distinguished  gallantry,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
Major-General  commanding  to  the  reports  of 
commanding  officers  herewith  enclosed.  On  the 
morning  of  the  fifth  instant  we  resumed  the 
mar<fi  in  the  direction  of  Pocahontas,  my  com- 
mand moving  by  division.  Maury's  in  front, 
each  in  rear  of  its  ordnance  and  supply  train, 
except  Moore's  brigade,  which  constituted  the 
advance  guard.  After  crossing  the  Tuscumbia, 
Moore's  brigade  was  hurried  forward  to  protect 
Davis'  bridge  across  the  Hatchie,  which  was 
threatened  by  an  advance  of  the  enemy.  It  be- 
ing found  that  the  enemy  was  in  force,  the 
remainder  of  Maury's  division  was  ordered  for- 
ward, and  finally  I  was  ordered  to  move  up  the 
whole  of  my  command.  Moore's  brigade,  with 
a  section  of  the  St.  Louis  battery,  and  Seng- 
stack's  battery,  were  thrown  across  the  Hatchie, 
but  the  enemy  having  possession  of  the  heights 
commanding  the  crossing,  as  well  as  the  position 
in  which  these  troops  were  placed,  and  it  being 
found  that  he  was  in  very  heavy  force,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  cross  the  Hatchie  by 
another  road,  and  these  troops  were  withdrawn 
after  serious  loss  to  the  east  side  of  the  Hatchie, 
where,  being  joined  by  Cabell's  and  Phifer's  bri- 
gades, and  assisted  by  the  batteries  of  McNally, 
Hogg,  Landis,  and  Tobin,  they  effectually  check- 
ed the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Green's  divisions, 
which  had  been  delayed  by  passing  the  wagon 
train  that  had  unparked  near  the  Tuscumbia, 
arriving  on  the  ground,  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  but  the  enemy  making  no  further  effort  to 
advance,  the  whole  of  my  command  was  moved 
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off  by  another  route,  General  Lovell's  command 
being  in  our  rear. 

This  was  our  last  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
In  this  last  engagement  we  lost  four  guns,  occa- 
sioned by  the  killing  of  horses.  Our  whole 
wagon  train  came  off  without  molestation  or 
loss,  except  of  a  few  wagons  that  were  broken 
down,  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  history  of  the  war  contains  no  bloodier 
page,  perhaps,  than  that  which  will  record  this 
fiercely  contested  battle.  The  strongest  ex- 
pressions fall  short  of  my  admiration  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command.  Words  cannot  add  lustre  to  the 
fame  they  have  acquired  through  deeds  of  noble 
daring,  which,  living  through  future'  time,  will 
shed  about  every  man,  officer  and  soldier,  who 
stood  to  his  arms  through  this  struggle,  a  halo 
of  glory  as  imperishable  as  it  is  brilliant. 

They  have  won  to  their  sisters  and  daughters 
the  distinguished  honor,  set  before  them  by  a 
General  of  their  love  and  admiration,  upon  the 
event  of  an  impending  battle  upon  the  same 
fields,  of  the  proud  exclamation,  "  My  brother, 
father,  was  at  the  great  battle  of  Corinth."  The 
bloodiest  record  of  this  battle  is  to  come.  The 
long  list  of  the  gallant  dead  upon  this  field  will 
carry  sorrow  to  the  hearthstone  of  many  a  noble 
champion  of  our  cause,  as  it  does  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  are  to  avenge  them.  A  nation 
mourns  their  loss,  while  it  cherishes  the  story 
of  their  glorious  death,  pointing  out  to  their  as- 
sociate officers  in  this  mighty  struggle  for  liberty 
the  pathway  to  victory  and  honor.  They  will 
live  ever  in  the  hearts  of  the  admiring  people  of 
the  government,  for  the  establishment  of  which 
they  have  given  their  lives.  Of  the  field  ofljpers 
killed,  were  Colonel  Rogers,  Second  Texas  in- 
fantry, who  fell  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  of  eleven 
wounds  ;  Johnson,  of  Twentieth  Arkansas,  and 
Daly,  of  the  Eighteenth  Arkansas  ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Maupin,  First  Missouri  cavalry,  dis- 
mounted, and  Leigh,  Forty-third  Mississippi ; 
Majors  Vaughan,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry  ;  Dou- 
dell,  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  and  McDonald, 
Fortieth  Mississippi.  Many  of  my  ablest  and 
most  gallant  field  officers  are  wounded,  several 
mortally.  Of  this  number  are  Colonels  Erwin, 
Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Macfarland,  Fourth 
Missouri  infantry;  Pritchard,  Third  Missouri 
infantry  ;  Moore,  Forty-third  Mississippi,  and 
McLean,  Thirty-seventh  Mississippi ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Pixler,  Sixteenth  Arkansas ;  Hedge- 
speth,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry ;  Serrell,  Seventh 
Mississippi  battalion  ;  Lanier,  Forty-second  Ala- 
bama; Hobson,  Third  Arkansas  cavalry;  Mat- 
thews, Twenty-first  Arkansas  ;  Campbell,  Fortieth 
Mississippi,  and  Boone ;  and  Majors  Senteney, 
Second  Missouri  infantry  ;  Keirn,  Thirty-eighth 
Mississippi;  Staton,  Thirty-seventh  Alabama; 
Tirnmins,  Second  Texas;  Jones,  Twenty-first 
Arkansas  ;  Russell,  Third  Louisiana,  and  Yates  ; 
and  McQuiddy,  Third  Missouri  cavalry.  For 
other  casualties  in  officers  and  men,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  lists  enclosed.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  recognizing  the  eminent  services 


and  valuable  assistance  of  Brigadier-Generals 
Maury,  Hebert,  (whose  services  I  regret  to  have 
lost  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  by  reason  of 
his  illness),  and  Green,  commanding  divisions. 
I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  admirable  cool- 
ness, undaunted  courage,  and  military  skill  of 
these  officers  in  disposing  their  respective  com- 
mands, and  in  executing  their  orders.  Through 
them  1  transmit  to  Brigadier-General  Moore, 
and  acting  Brigadier-Generals  Cabell,  Phifer, 
Gates,  and  Colbert,  my  high  appreciation  of 
their  efficient  services  on  the  field. 

Their  skill  in  manoeuvring  their  troops,  and 
promptness  and  gallantry  in  leading  them 
through  the  most  desperate  conflicts,  elicit  my 
highest  admiration.  And  of  my  troops  as  a  body, 
I  can  say  no  juster  or  more  complimentary 
words  than  that  they  have  sustained  and  deep- 
ened and  widened  their  reputation  for  exalted 
patriotism  and  determined  valor. 

To  my  personal  staff  I  return  my  thanks  for 
their  promptness  in  the  delivery  of  my  orders, 
and  their  gallant  bearing  on  the  field. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General 

Major  M.  M.  KIMMEL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  West  Tennessee. 
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Major  M.  M.  Kimmel,  Assistant  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division 
in  the  recent  operations  around  Corinth.  On  the 
second  instant  the  division  repaired  and  crossed 
the  Tuscumbia  bridge,  fifteen  miles  from  Corinth, 
and  moved  forward,  the  cavalry  under  Arm- 
strong and  Jackson  in  advance.  We  moved  to 
Chewalla,  skirmishing  lightly  with  the  enemy 
several  hours,  and  occupied  the  camp  just  aban- 
doned, capturing  some  tents,  quartermaster's 
and  commissary's  stores.  On  the  third  we 
moved  forward,  Villepigue's  brigade  in  advance, 
skirmishing  more  heavily  with  a  force  of  the 
enemy  composed  of  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  section  of  artillery,  and  some  cavalry,  until  we 
drove  them  across  Indian  Creek.  At  this  point 
artillery  fire  became  more  frequent.  Here  we 
took  an  abandoned  twelve-pounder  howitzer. 
The  bridge  was  repaired,  under  fire,  and  I  crossed 
the  whole  division,  consisting  of  Rust's  brigade 
on  the  right,  Bowen's  in  the  centre,  and  Ville- 
pigue's on  the  left.  The  enemy  occupied  with 
his  artillery  a  high  hill  at  me  crossing  of  the 
State  line  road  with  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad,  with  rifle-pits  extending  north  and 
south,  affording,  with  the  hill,  a  strong  position 
for  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  men.  The 
skirmishers  were  there  reinforced,  and  the  whole 
line  ordered  to  the  assault,  with  reserve  behind 
each  brigade.  The  conflict  was  short  and  bloody. 
Our  troops,  emerging  from  the  dense  under- 
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growth,  rushed  upon  the  hill  and  rifle-pits  with 
the  most  determined  gallantry,  routed  and  drove 
off  the  enemy,  causing  them  in  their  hasty  re- 
treat to  abandon  a  twenty-pounder  Parrott  gun 
and  caisson,  with  the  limber  of  another  gun.  In 
this  assault  the  following  regiments  are  named 
as  particularly  distinguishing  themselves,  viz. : 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dunlop,  and  Third 
Kentucky,  Colonel  Thompson,  of  Rust's  brigade  ; 
the  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  Captain  Lester 
commanding  ;  Caruthers'  Mississippi  battalion, 
and  the  First  Missouri  regiment,  Colonel  Riley, 
of  Bowen's  brigade  ;  and  the  Third  Mississippi, 
Colonel  Hurst,  of  Villepigue's  brigade.  The  hill 
was  carried  mainly  by  the  Ninth  Arkansas  and 
Twenty-second  Mississippi,  each  vieing  with  the 
other  in  the  dashing  gallantry  of  their  charge. 
The  enemy's  camps,  half  a  mile  beyond  the  po- 
sition, were  taken  and  held  by  the  First  Missouri 
regiment.  Rust  and  Villepigue  were  thrown  in 
advance,  in  line  of  battle,  and  Bowen's  was 
posted  on  the  hill  until  we  should  hear  from 
Price's  command,  on  our  left.  On  our  right 
front  was  a  strong  redoubt  well  flanked  with 
infantry  and  with  an  abatis  of  felled  timber, 
half  a  mile  in  width,  extending  around  it  in  one 
direction,  but  with  no  obstructions  to  the  north, 
in  the  direction  of  Price's  right.  This  fact  I 
communicated  to  the  Major-General  command- 
ing, and  shortly  afterwards  the  work  was  at- 
tacked and  gallantly  carried,  from  its  right  rear, 
by  Moore's  brigade,  while  Bowen  was  ordered 
to  turn  its  left  with  his  brigade  from  our  side. 
Having  replenished  our  ammunition,  the  whole 
division  was  moved  forward  and  formed  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  bridge  south  of  the  railroad, 
Villepigue  and  Bowen  in  front  and  Rust  in  re- 
serve. I  received  orders  from  the  General  com- 
manding to  move  forward  cautiously,  feeling 
our  way  along  the  ridge  to  develop  the  position 
of  the  enemy. 

Before  advancing  far,  night  put  an  end  to  the 
operations  of  an  arduous  and  fatiguing,  but  glo- 
rious clay. 

In  the  night  I  was  notified  by  the  command- 
ing General  that  early  in  the  morning  Price 
would  open  with  a  large  battery  of  artillery  and 
then  attack  in  force  with  his  left,  and  that  while 
thus  engaged  my  division  should  pass  forward 
and  attack  with  vigor  on  our  right.  Accord- 
ingly, at  daylight,  the  division  was  moved  for- 
ward, in  line,  along  the  ridge,  for  a  mile  and  a 
half,  with  some  very  heavy  firing  of  infantry  on 
Villepigue's  left,  and  artillery  on  Bowen's  right. 
Rust,  hitherto  in  reserve,  moved  up  and  occu- 
pied the  centre,  the  line  advancing  until  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  two  strong  works  of 
nine  guns  each,  protected  by  heavy  infantry 
forces.  While  reconnoitring  these  positions, 
with  a  view  to  the  assault,  I  received  an  order 
from  the  commanding  General  to  detach  my 
strongest  brigade  to  the  support  of  Price's 
centre,  which  was  being  overpowered  by  large 
reinforcements  of  the  enemy.  This  order  was 
obeyed,  and  I  was  about  to  move  the  remaining 
brigades  to  the  left,  to  close  the  gap  made  by 
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detaching  Villepigue,  when  the  further  order 
was  received  to  retire,  covering  the  retreat  of 
the  army.  The  division  was  withdrawn  from 
under  the  very  guns  of  the  works  without  the 
slightest  confusion,  and  in  the  most  excellent 
order.  Villepigue  crossed  the  railroad,  and  with 
his  artillery,  under  Major  Watts,  put  an  effectual 
check  upon  the  pursuit  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Rust's  brigade  was  put  in  position  on  the  hill 
carried  the  day  before,  until  everything  had 
been  withdrawn  across  Indian  Creek,  when  he 
followed,  bringing  up  the  rear  to  Chewalla, 
where  the  division  was  reunited.  The  march 
was  resumed  on  the  fifth,  this  command  acting 
as  the  rear  guard  to  the  army.  Before  reaching 
Tuscumbia  bridge  an  order  was  received  from 
the  General  commanding  to  press  forward,  with 
two  brigades,  to  the  support  of  Price,  who  was 
checked  by  large  reinforcements  of  fresh  troops 
at  Hatchie  bridge.  Leaving  Bowen's  brigade 
as  a  rear  guard  on  the  Corinth  road,  Villepigue 
and  Rust  were  pushed  forward  rapidly.  The 
former,  arriving  first,  was  put  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  road  to  Hatchie  bridge,  to  hold  the  enemy 
in  check  in  that  direction,  while  Rust  was  di- 
rected to  proceed  with  General  Price,  in  ad- 
vance, to  the  crossing  at  Crumb's  Mills,  where  it 
was  decided  to  pass  the  army  over. 

Villepigue  held  the  enemy  back  with  skirmish- 
ers. Bowen,  however,  was  attacked  in  force, 
on  the  other  road,  but  repelled  the  attack,  with 
great  slaughter  to  the  enemy  and  but  little  loss 
to  his  own  command.  They  were  clear  from  the 
field  when  he  crossed  the  Tuscumbia  and  burned 
the  bridge,  all  the  wagons  having  been  passed 
over  in  safety.  The  Fifteenth  Mississippi  dis- 
tinguished itself  particularly  on  this  occasion. 
From  the  Hatchie  to  Hickory  Flat  (forty  miles) 
this  division  continued  as  the  rear  guard  to  the 
army,  frequently  forming  line  of  battle  when  the 
enemy  was  reported  to  be  coming  too  near, 
cheerfully  toiling  along  through  heat  and  dust 
and  undergoing  long  marches,  loss  of  sleep,  and 
want  of  food,  with  a  fortitude  worthy  of  the 
most  unqualified  admiration.  Good  order,  dis- 
cipline, and  subordination  suffered  no  detriment 
under  this  severe  and  trying  ordeal. 

To  the  commanders  of  brigades,  Generals 
Rust,  Villepigue,  and  Bowen,  my  thanks  are  es- 
pecially due.  Displaying  their  well-known  and 
approved  gallantry  on  the  field,  they  evinced 
sound  judgment,  discretion,  and  ability  in  han- 
dling their  troops,  both  in  action  and  on  the 
march,  achieving  signal  success  with  small  loss. 
The  admirable  condition  in  which  the  division 
returned  to  this  point  is  the  best  proof  of  their 
merits.  Surgeon  Hawes,  chief  medical  officer 
of  the  division,  performed  his  duties  quietly, 
systematically,  and  with  the  utmost  efficiency. 
Our  wounded,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were 
brought  to  this  depot,  My  thanks  are  due  to 
the  officers  of  my  staff,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ivy, 
Captain  Toutant,  and  Captain  Quitmari,  for  their 
assistance  in  the  field,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the 
retreat.  Being  few  in  number,  additional  labor 
devolved  upon  them.  Their  duties  were  per- 
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formed  cheerfully,  coolly,  and  with  a  deliberate 
gallantry  which  caused  me  to  repose  the  great- 
est confidence  in  them.  The  following  named 
commanders  of  regiments  are  mentioned  par- 
ticularly by  their  brigade  commanders  for  their 
courage  and  efficiency  :  Captain  Ashford,  Thirty- 
fifth  Alabama ;  Colonel  Dunlop,  Ninth  Arkansas ; 
Captain  Lester,  Twenty-second  Mississippi ;  Col- 
onel Riley,  First  Missouri ;  Colonel  Hurst,  Thir- 
ty-third Missouri ;  Colonel  Shelby,  Thirty-ninth 
Mississippi.  For  the  names  of  other  officers 
who  particularly  distinguished  themselves,  you 
are  respectfully  referred  to  the  reports  of  the 
brigade  commanders  herewith  transmitted.  Col- 
onel Jackson,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  acted 
under  my  orders  during  a  portion  of  the  time, 
always  displaying  a  coolness,  courage,  and  effi- 
ciency for  which  he  has  heretofore  been  remark- 
able. The  loss  in  my  command,  during  the 
operations,  was  seventy-seven  killed,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  wounded,  and  about  two 
hundred  missing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  LOVELL, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

Report  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missing  in  First 
Division  of  the  Army  of  West  Tennessee,  near 
Corinth,  Miss.,  on  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Oc- 
tober, 1862. 
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EECAPITULATION. 

Killed 77 

Wounded 285 

Missing 208 

Grand  total 570 

|  HOLLY  SPRDTGS,  Miss.,  October  15, 1862. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RUST. 

HEADQUARTERS,  FIRST  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,") 

DISTRICT  OF  MISSISSIPPI,  HOLLY  SPRINGS,     >• 

October  13, 1862.  ) 

COLONEL  :  In  response  to  Major-General 
Lovefl's  circular  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  brigade  near  Corinth,  on  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  inst.  Moving  from  the  Hatchie 
on  Thursday,  the  second,  my  brigade  in  advance, 
when  within  eight  miles  of  Corinth  our  cavalry 
came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  reported  his  pres- 


ence. In  obedience  to  orders  I  immediately 
formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  threw 
forward  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas 
as  skirmishers.  Advancing  rapidly,  encounter- 
ing no  opposition  except  a  few  straggling  shots 
which  were  not  responded  to,  we  came  directly 
upon  an  abandoned  camp  of  the  enemy,  in  which 
were  a  redoubi^or  two,  and  some  rifle-pits. 
These  were  ah1  abandoned,  and  after  passing 
them,  without  halting  an  instant,  some  half  mile 
or  more,  we  were  ordered  to  bivouac  in  line  of 
battle.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
third,  the  division  moved,  General  Villepigue  in 
front,  towards  Corinth.  When  within  three 
miles  of  the  town,  General  Villepigue's  skirmish- 
ers encountered  those  of  the  enemy.  This  was 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  adopted  by  the 
General  commanding  the  division.  This  being 
my  position,  I  immediately  formed  my  men  in 
front  of  the  supposed  position  of  the  enemy, 
relieving  General  Villepigue.  Major  Gibson 
was  ordered  to  deploy  his  (Fourth  Alabama) 
battalion  as  skirmishers,  which  order  was 
promptly  executed.  The  Ninth  Arkansas,  Col- 
onel Dunlop,  was  on  my  left,  and  Third  Ken- 
tucky, Colonel  Thompson,  on  my  right.  The 
Seventh  Kentucky,  under  Colonel  Crosslove,  was 
held  in  reserve. 

These  dispositions  being  made,  an  advance 
was  ordered.  Colonel  Thompson  on  the  extreme 
right,  with  a  considerable  interval  between  his 
regiment  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  was 
purposely  put  in  motion  a  short  time  before  the 
other  regiments  were  ordered  forward.  In  a 
very  short  time  the  skirmishers  of  the  opposing 
forces  engaged  each  otheV.  The  engagement 
soon  became  general.  On  the  right  the  firing 
between  Colonel  Thompson,  Third  Kentucky,  and 
j  what  was  supposed  to  be  two  regiments  of  the 
enemy,  posted  on  the  south  side  of  the  M.  &  C. 
R.  R.  was  extremely  animated.  While  follow- 
ing up  the  Ninth  Arkansas  and  Thirty-first  and 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama  regiments  in  the  direction 
whence  came  terrific  volleys  of  shell,  grape,  and 
canister,  I  sent  a  staff  officer  to  Colonel  Thomp- 
son to  know  if  he  could  continue  to  advance 
against  the  apparent  odds  opposed  to  him.  He 
was  pressing  steadily  forward,  but  was  appre- 
hensive his  right  might  be  turned.  I  instantly 
ordered  the  reserve  regiment,  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, to  his  support.  Officers  and  men  seemed 
impatient  for  the  order,  and  rushed  impetuously 
forward,  but  only  reached  the  scen(Pof  conflict 
to  witness  the  flight  of  the  enemy  from  it. 
Meanwhile  the  left  wing  advanced  through  a 
heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  towards 
the  enemy's  battery  and  the  infantry  that  (be- 
hind trenches)  supported  it.  The  dense  forest 
through  whicn  we  passed,  while  it  lasted,  was 
a  partial  protection.  As  we  emerged  from  it 
with  an  unbroken  line,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy 
in  its  strong  position,  beyond  a  deep  cut  in  the 
railroad,  not  more  than  sixty  yards  distant  in  a 
straight  line,  the  officers  and  men  were  subject- 
ed to  a  test  that  it  is  rarely  the  lot  of  soldiers  to 
undergo.  They  were  equal  to  the  occasion. 
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For  a  moment  it  appeared  that  the  entire  line 
would  be  swept  away.  The  gaps  that  the 
enemy's  artillery  ploughed  through  the  ranks 
were  closed  up  with  the  coolness  and  steadiness 
of  veterans  of  a  hundred  fields.  On  my  left,  Cap- 
tain D.  H.  Norwood,  and  Lieutenants  Kennebrow 
and  Moore  fell,  killed,  and  Lieutenants  Ken  and 
Baily,  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas  regiment,  wounded, 
while  on  my  right  Captain  Fulton  was  killed, 
and  Captain  Mitchell  and  Lieutenants  Hunter, 
Lawler,  and  Collice,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
regiment,  were  severely  wounded,  bravely  lead- 
ing, and  by  their  example  inspiring  their  men 
with  their  own  unquailing  courage.  In  a  few 
seconds  I  here  lost  over  a  hundred  men  and 
officers.  To  have  halted  or  hesitated  would 
have  brought  certain  destruction  upon  my  com- 
mand. I  ordered  bayonets  fixed  and  a  charge 
made  upon  the  battery.  The  order  was  obeyed 
with  cheers  and  yells,  and  by  making  a  detour 
to  the  left,  to  avoid  the  deep  cut  in  the  railroad, 
the  Ninth  Arkansas  was  soon  in  possession  of 
the  enemy's  strong  position  (we  had  assaulted 
and  taken  one  fine  gun  which  the  enemy  was 
unable  to  get  off},  closely  followed  by  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Alabama,  under  Colonel  Crump.  After  ad- 
vancing some  three  hundred  yards  down  the 
railroad,  I  halted  and  formed  my  men  and 
marched  again  to  the  south  side  of  the  railroad, 
and  remained  in  position  until  a  fort  and  large 
camp  in  front  of  us  was  evacuated,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  most  determined  attack  by  a  por- 
tion of  General  Price's  command,  on  their  rear. 
Late  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  forward,  and 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  in  the  midst  of  the 
forts  and  camps  of  the  enemy,  and  inside  of  an 
abattis  which  extended  entirely  around  their  ex- 
terior line  of  defence. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  fourth,  the 
whole  division  advanced  in  line  of  battle  to- 
wards the  fortifications  of  the  enemy  on  College 
Hill;  General  Villepigue  on  the  left,  General 
Bowen  on  the  right,  in  front,  and  my  own  bri- 
gade following  close  in  the  rear,  as  a  reserve,  to 
support  either  or  both  as  occasion  might  require. 
When  within  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
several  forts  behind  which  long  lines  of  infantry 
behind  formidable  looking  breastworks,  with 
abattis  again  in  front,  were  plainly  visible.  The 
enemy  opened  a  most  rapid  fire  from  their  artil- 
lery, which  my  entire  command  sustained  with 
the  most  gratifying  steadiness,  not  an  officer  or 
man  leaving  his  position  or  exhibiting,  so  far  as 
I  could  perceive,  the  least  discomposure.  About 
nine  and  a  half  o'clock  I  moved  my  brigade  to 
the  front  and  left  of  the  advance  line  occupied 
by  General  Bowen,  who  was  ordered  far  to  the 
right,  and  General  Villepigue  was  withdrawn  to 
reinforce  a  portion  of  General  Price's  line,  which, 
after  the  most  stubborn  and  heroic  resistance  to 
greatly  superior  numbers,  of  what  was  after- 
wards known  to  be  fresh  troops,  was  wavering. 
In  a  very  short  time  it  was  announced  by  the 
Major-General  commanding,  that  our  friends  on 
the  left  had  been  compelled  to  give  way  and 
abandon  the  field,  and  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back 


to  the  position  first  taken  from  the  enemy  2  near 
where  the  road  from  Chewalla'to  Corinth  crosses 
the  railroad,  and  there  form  line  of  battle  in  the 
most  advantageous  position  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  our*  army.  In  perfect  order,  but  as  quickly 
as  possible,  I  selected  a  line  of  great  strength, 
with  skirmishers  displayed  on  a  line  a  mile  in 
extent  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  advance 
of  my  main  line,  from  which  I  could  repel  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  the  two  roads,  and 
the  railroad  leading  to  Corinth,  and  awaited  the 
withdrawal  of  our  forces.  Remaining  exactly 
forty  minutes  after  Colonel  Riley  passed,  I  moved 
my  brigade  in  the  direction  taken  by  our  re- 
treating columns  until  I  came  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, where  I  found  eight  wounded  soldiers, 
only  three  of  whom  were  willing  to  be  moved. 
Two  of  them  I  had  carried  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  on  litters,  the  third  was  able  to  ride 
on  a  caisson.  I  then  continued  my  march  with- 
out again  confronting  the.  enemy  during  the  en- 
tire retreat.  The  good  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  in  performing  the  responsible  duty  of  rear 
guard  to  a  retreating  army,  cannot  be  too  highly 
commended.  There  was  not  a  semblance  of 
panic  or  disorder,  or  even  unusual  excitement 
during  the  entire  retreat,  upon  which  my  bri- 
gade marched  in  better  order  and  with  more 
deliberation  than  it  had  done  at  all  before,  or 
has  done  since.  The  signal  good  conduct  which 
they  displayed- on  the  field  of  battle  or  in  the 
face  of  dangers  and  death,  and  the  fortitude 
and  constancy  with  which  they  sustained  them- 
selves afterwards  under  privations  and  hard- 
ships and  sufferings  more  trying  to  the  soldier 
than  the  most  appalling  dangers,  are,  I  trust, 
only  an  earnest  to  the  country  of  what  she  may 
expect  from  them  in  the  future.  In  conclusion, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  say  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky, that  Colonel  Thompson,  and  the  men  and 
officers  under  him,  fully  sustained  the  reputa- 
tion they  had  won  on  other  fields.  The  only 
regret  of  Colonel  Crosslove  and  his  men,  of  the 
Seventh  Kentucky,  when  ordered  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Third,  was  that  this  regiment  stood 
so 'little  in  need  of  it.  The  conduct  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  commanded  by  Captain 
Ashford,  though  deprived  by  illness  of  their 
accomplished  Colonel  (Robertson),  could  not 
have  been  improved  by  the  presence  of  any 
officer.  The  Fourth  Alabama  battalion,  under 
Major  Gibson,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  per- 
formed well  the  part  allotted  to  them.  The 
Ninth  Arkansas,  under  Colonel  Dunlop,  who 
was  conspicuous  for  the  activity  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  keeping  his  men  in  line,  and  mov- 
ing steadily  forward  in  the  face  of  the  deadly 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  won  the  applause 
and  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  its  con- 
duct. Its  colors  were  borne  by  their  intrepid 
Sergeant,  John  M.  Pearce,  upwards  and  onwards 
without  faltering  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
while  his  comrades  were  falling  thick  and  fast 
around  him.  When  all  behaved  so  well,  the 
commanding  General  will  not  hazard  injustice 
by  mentioning  those  who  particularly  attracted 
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his  notice.  I  regret  that  a  sense  of  duty  to  the 
service  and  of  justice  to  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  will  not  allow  rne  to  bestow  the  same 
unmixed  praise  upon  the  Thirty-first  Alabama 
regiment.  A  portion  of  this  regiment,  in  spite 
of  the  gallantry  of  their  Colonel  and  his  efforts 
to  make  them  do  their  duty,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  some  of  its  commissioned  officers,  be- 
haved disgracefully.  At  a  most  critical  moment 
it  broke  in  disorder  and  all  efforts  to  restore  it 
were  unavailing.  I  called  the  attention  of  their 
Colonel  to  the  misconduct  of  several  officers, 
whose  example  was  evidently  demoralizing  to 
the  men,  and  ordered  them  to  surrender  their 
swords  and  leave  the  field.  Upon  their  earnest 
entreaties  to  be  tried  again,  I  permitted  them  to 
retain  their  swords  and  remain,  with  the  hope 
and  belief  that  hereafter  their  conduct  may  be 
in  harmony  with  the  brave  members  of  the 
same  regiments,  whose  conduct  could  not  suffer 
by  comparison  with  other  commanders  in  the 
brigade. 

I  withhold  their  names,  though  there  can  be 
no  controversy  as  to  the  regiments  that  were 
first  in  the  strong  position  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  and  in  possession  of  the  Lady  Richard- 
son, which  in  their  flight  they  left  behind  them. 
It  is  due  to  the  right  wing  of  General  Bowen's 
admirable  brigade,  the  Twenty-second  Missis- 
sippi, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lester,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  their  advance  upon  our  left  and 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  battery,  attracted  a 
portion  of  jits  fire,  in  concert  with  our  advance 
greatly  facilitated  its  capture,  and  entitles  them 
to  a  full  share  of  the  honor. 

I  would  here  express  my  obligations  to  Cap- 
tain Fall  and  Lieutenants  Anderson,  Ayers,  and 
Bertrand,  of  my  staff,  for  the  prompt  and  intel- 
ligent manner  in  which  they  executed  my  or- 
ders. Lieutenant  Sweeny,  in  command  of  the 
Hudson  battery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  had  no 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  action,  but 
executed  quickly  and  cheerfully  every  order 
addressed  to  him. 

Casualties  on  the  field  and  upon  the  retreat, 
twenty-five  killed,  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
wounded,  and  eighty-three  missing. 

The  dense  forest  of  heavy  timber  and  thick 
undergrowth,  under  cover  of  which  the  brigade 
advanced  until  within  a  few  rods  of  the  enemy's 
battery,  accounts  for  the  comparatively  small 
number  of  killed  and  wounded. 

A.  RUST, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  First  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Army  of  the  District  of  Miss. 

EDWARD  IVEY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JOHN  S.  BOWEST. 


THIRD  BRIGADE,  LOVELL'S  Drrisiox  "I 
HOIXT  SPRINGS,  October  12, 1862.       j 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  Ivey,  Assistant 
Adjutant-  General : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith 
reports  from  my  several  commands  in  regard  to 


the  part  taken  by  them  in  the  actions  of  the 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants,  at  and  near  Cor- 
inth. It  will  be  seen  that,  passing  over  the  de- 
ployments between  Chewalla  and  the  creek  west 
of  Corinth,  where  the  enemy's  outposts  were 
driven  in  with  little  or  no  resistance,  this  bri- 
gade first  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  east  of  Cy- 
press Creek,  with  Rust's  brigade  on  its  right 
and  Yillepigue's  on  the  left.  A  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers,  composed  of  the  First  Missouri 
regiment  and  the  Mississippi  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, proceeding  in  advance,  supported  by 
the  Twenty-second  and  Fifteenth  Mississippi 
regiment  in  line,  and  the  Sixth  Mississippi  regi- 
ment (Colonel  Lbwry),  and  Watson  battery  (Cap- 
tain Bursley)  in  reserve. 

The  line  advanced  steadily,  forcing  back  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  into  their  intrenchments, 
and  pushing  on,  charged  their  works,  capturing 
their  battery  at  the  salient  near  the  railroad,  and 
driving  their  entire  infantry  force  from  the 
trenches.  Rust's  and  Villepigue's  carrying  the 
trenches  in  front  of  them  about  the  same  time, 
rendered  the  work  comparatively  easy  for  my 
brigade.  The  Twenty-second  Mississippi  regi^ 
ment,  Captain  Lester  commanding,  deserves 
special  mention  for  their  gallant  charge  on  this 
occasion.  The  Mississippi  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, Captain  Caruthers  commanding,  were 
conspicuous  for  their  coolness  and  courage,  also 
for  joining  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi  regi- 
ment in  the  charge  in  which  they  captured  the 
battery.  The  First  Missouri  regiment,  gathering 
in,  charged,  while  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  trenches  before  I  could 
reach  the  position  with  the  Fifteenth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  which  was  advancing  towards 
the  same  point.  The  First  Missouri  regi- 
ment, Lieutenant-Colonel  Riley  commanding, 
proceeding  onward,  drove  the  enemy  from  one 
of  their  encampments  nearly  a  mile  inside  of 
their  works,  holding  the  same,  under  fire,  until 
the  second  line  of  battle  was  formed,  towards 
sunset,  for  the  attack  on  the  right.  The  enemy 
having  abandoned  the  works  on  our  right,  the 
second  line,  above  alluded  to,  advanced  and  oc- 
cupied their  encampments,  capturing  a  few 
stragglers  in  the  evening.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fourth,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  received  the  night  be- 
fore, immediately  in  advance  of  the  encamp- 
ment occupied,  and  advanced  steadily  with  Vil- 
lepigue  on  its  left  and  Rust  in  reserve,  the 
whole  moving  together.  Arriving  within  six 
hundred  yards  of  a  strong  redoubt,  supported 
on  the  right  and  left  by  a  similar  work,  with  a 
formidable  line  of  infantry  intrenched  connect- 
ing them,  it  was  halted,  and  after  a  protracted 
skirmish,  which  failed  to  develop  the  enemy's 
strength  on  the  position,  I  determined,  in  ab- 
sence of  the  Major-General  commanding,  to  feel 
them  more  effectually  and  force  them  to  show 
their  strength.  The  Watson  battery  (four  guns) 
was  ordered  to  open  on  the  works  immediately 
in  our  front,  and  during  the  second  round  was 
answered  by  a  terrific  cannonade  from  the  right, 
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left,  and  front,  convincing  me  that  the  information 
given  that  there  were  only  three  guns  at  this 
point  was  erroneous,  as  I  had  thus  developed  at 
least  twenty.  The  battery  was  ordered  to  the 
rear,  and  after  the  firing  abated  slightly  I  moved 
the  brigade  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  near 
Rust's  line,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
ground  and  save  it  from  a  repetition  of  the 
galling  fire  which  had  opened  upon  them. 

The  brigade's  loss,  during  this  shelling,  was 
about  fifty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
whole  command  deserves  special  commendation 
for  their  coolness  under  fire.  After  remaining  for 
some  time  (two  hours)  in  the  new  position,  our 
skirmishers  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  on  our 
front  and  right,  and  after  Villepigue  had  repelled 
the  attack  made  on  his  line  and  moved  to  the 
left,  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  rear,  while 
Rust  formed  line  of  battle  beyond,  at  the  salient 
near  the  railroad  crossing.     The  First  Missouri 
regiment,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  covered  the 
rear  of  both  brigades.    The  command,  after  a 
successful  evacuation,  camped  at  Chewalla  about 
sunset.    Detailed,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth, 
as  the  rear  guard  of  the  army,  the  brigade  left 
its  encampments,  in  rear  of  the  train,  at  about 
ten  A.  M.,  marching  slowly,  very  much  annoyed 
and  delayed  by  the  wagons.    At  twelve  M.,  the 
enemy's  advance  overtook  us,  and  I  formed  line 
of   battle  with  the  Mississippi  battalion  and 
one  section  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Bar- 
low, in  advance,  our  line  then  fronting  the  ene- 
my.    The  attack  was  made  by  their  cavalry  and 
vigorously  repulsed  by  two  companies  of  Jack- 
son's cavalry  and  the  Mississippi  battalion,  and 
their  rout  completed  by  the  rapid  and  effective 
fire  of  Lieutenant  Barlow's  section.     Resuming 
the  retreat  we  were  not  again  molested  until 
compelled  to  halt,  for  several  hours,  at  the  Tus- 
cumbia  River  bridge,  allowing  the  wagons  to 
cross.    The  enemy  arrived  at  our  position  near 
the  bridge  about  sunset.    Deploying,  they  en- 
deavored to  turn  my  left  in  order  to  cut  me 
off  from  the  bridge,  at  the  same  tune  advanc- 
ing  strongly  on  my  front  and  centre.     After 
heavy  skirmishing,  well    maintained   on  both 
sides,  and  some  artillery  firing  by  the  enemy, 
they  advanced  boldly  in  front  of  my  centre, 
opposite  the    Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment. 
Taking  command  of  this  regiment  in  person,  I 
advanced  it  about  fifteen  paces,  and  then  poured 
a  deliberate,  well-aimed,  and  simultaneous  vol- 
ley.    This  fire,  which  was  handsomely  seconded 
by  several  rounds  of  canister  by  Binley's  first 
section  under  Lieutenant  Toledano,  on  our  im- 
mediate right,  which  enfiladed  their  line,  followed 
up    by  a    rapid,  well-aimed,    and    continuous 
file  fire  from  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
must  have  proved  destructive,  as  the  advance 
was  not  only  thus  checked,  but  their  whole 
force  fled  from  'the  field.     I  then  crossed  the 
Tuscumbia  at  my  leisure,  tore  up  and  burnt  the 
bridge,  obstructed  the  ford  near  by,  and  joined 
the  division  about  three  miles  beyond.   My  loss 
in  the  action  of  the  Tuscumbia  was  two  or  three 


killed  and  eight  or  ten  wounded.  This  brigade 
was  subsequently  detailed  as  the  rear  guard  of 
the  army,  but  had  no  other  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with a  full  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing in  the  three  days'  actions  alluded  to.  The 
officers  of  my  staff  were  present,  and  untiring  in 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  In 
addition  to  the  assistance  given  by  my  Adjutant 
General,  Captain  Hutchinson,  my  Inspector- 
General,  Captain  Percy,  and  Lieutenant  Carter, 
Aide-de-Camp,  I  am  indebted  to  Caldwell,  of  the 
Watson  battery,  for  bearing  orders  in  the  field. 
All  of  these  gentlemen  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage  during  the  action,  and  on 
the  retreat 

In  closing,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
division  commander  to  the  unexampled  courage 
and  endurance  displayed  by  the  troops,  who, 
under  hardships  and  privations  which  can  only 
be  appreciated  by  those  who  experienced  them, 
never  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous 
duties.  The'  exceptions  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  Colonel  Farrel,  Fifteenth  Mississippi  regiment, 
were  conspicuous  in  a  brigade  which  acted  so 
well  that  they  deserve  to  be  immediately  pun- 
ished. I  know  of  no  better  way  of  rewarding 
the  two  thousand  brave  men  than  by  casting 
out  the  two  or  three  cowards  who  happen  to  be 
among  them.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that 
Second  Lieutenant  S.  T.  Clark,  Company  A,  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment,  be  dismissed  in 
disgrace,  and  that  Corporal  Bennett,  and  privates 
Applegate  and  Spiney,  Company  B,  be  drummed 
out  of  the  service,  and  their  names  published 
with  the  sentence  attached. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOBN   S.   BOWEN, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  VILLEPIGUE. 

HRADQUARTEKS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,") 

ARMY  OF  DISTRICT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI,         V 

Octobor  14,  1862.) 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Edward  Ivey,  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General, First  Division,  Army  Dis- 
trict of  the  Mississippi : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
brigade,  in  the  actions  before  Corinth,  on  the 
third  and  fourth  instants  : 

In  approaching  Corinth  on  the  third  instant, 
the  Second  brigade  was  in  advance.  An  outpost 
of  the  enemy  was  met  about  five  miles  from  the 
fortress,  and  driven  into  the  outer  intrench- 
meuts  without  much  opposition.  On  reaching  a 
creek  about  tliree  miles  from  the  fortress,  and 
quite  near  the  outer  intrenchments,  the  march  of 
the  column  was  delayed  for  some  time  by  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  from  the  bridge  over  the 
creek  having  been  destroyed.  The  passage, 
however,  was  effected  in  good  time,  and  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  heavy  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  until  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division  had  crossed  and  taken  up  their  posi- 
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tions.  The  whole  division  then  advanced,  the 
Second  brigade  being  on  the  extreme  left.  The 
enemy  were  driven  steadily  before  us  until  we 
came  in  view  of  the  outer  intrenchments  or  rifle- 
pits.  Our  onward  course  was  here  checked  for 
a  short  time,  in  consequence  of  the  deadly  fire 
of fthe  enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  obstructions 
in  front  of  us. 

After  a  slight  pause,  the  Thirty-third  Missis- 
sippi (Colonel  D.  W.  Hurst,  commanding) 
charged  the  intrenchments,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  them  in  gallant  style.  In  consequence  of 
the  dense  thickness  of  the  undergrowth,  I  had 
lost  sight  of  all  of  my  regiments  except  the 
Thirty-third  Mississippi;  so  that  after  captur- 
ing the  intrenchments,  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  my  scattered  regiments  could  be  collected 
and  the  line  re-formed.  During  the  rest  of  the 
day  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  executing 
orders  ff  om  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
division,  but  was  not  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  Early  the  following  morning,  the  brigade 
advanced  as  directed  until  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  which,  together  with  the  fire 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  was  very  heavy, 
causing  many  casualties.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  conduct  of  the  troops  was  excellent, 
and  could  not  be  surpassed.  Later  in  the  morn- 
ing it  became  necessary  to  fall  back  from  this 
advanced  position,  to  defeat  an  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  turn  my  left  flank,  which  was  accom- 
plished in  good  order,  and  the  enemy  repulsed 
in  gallant  style,  and  with  considerable  loss.  This 
last  action  having  caused  the  whole  left  wing  of 
the  army  to  attack  the  enemy's  right,  the  enemy 
did  not  again  appear  in  my  immediate  front, 
and  the  brigade  remained  idle  until  ordered 
across  the  railroad  to  cover  the  movements  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  army,  which  had  been  with- 
drawn. While  performing  this  service,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  once  appeared  in  sight,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  disperse  them,  which  was 
done  by  Major  G.  0.  Watts,  by  a  few  rounds 
from  one  of  his  batteries.  I  wish  to  mention 
for  conspicuous  gallantry  Colonel  D.  W.  Hurst, 
Thirty-third  Mississippi  regiment,  who  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  intrenchments,  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment,  with  empty  guns ;  Colonel  W. 
B.  Shelby,  Thirty-ninth  Mississippi  regiment, 
who  rallied  his  men  at  great  personal  risk  from 
a  partial  disorder  into  which  they  had  been 
thrown  by  a  flank  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  of  my  staff  were  with  me  on  the 
field,  and  rendered  me  important  service  in  con- 
veying orders,  etc. :  Captain  Kinlock  Falconer, 
Assistant-Adjutant  General,  and  Major  J.  P.  Carr, 
A.  C.  S.,  and  Captain  Belton,  A.  Q.  M. 

I  transmit  the  reports  of  the  different  regi- 
mental commanders,  giving  detailed  operations 
of  the  respective  commands.  I  also  enclose  a 
list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  VILLEPIGUE, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MAURY. 


HEADQUARTERS  MAITRY'S  Dmsioy,  ) 

CAMP  ox  TIPPAH,  October  10,  1862.  j 

Captain  J.  M.  Lougkborough,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
division  of  the  Army  of  the  West  moved  from 
Ripley  towards  Corinth  on  the  thirtieth  Sep- 
tember, numbering  three  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  infantry,  five  light  batteries  of 
four  guns  each,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  cavalry.  On  the  morning  of  October  third 
we  moved,  at  daylight,  from  our  camp  near 
Chewalla  to  attack  the  enemy  in  Corinth.  The 
division  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  near 
Walker's  house,  north  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Moore's  brigade,  with  its 
right  resting  near  the  railroad  ;  Phifer's  brigade 
was  formed  on  Moore's  left,  extending  to  Hebert's 
division  ;  and  Cabell's  brigade  was  held  in  re- 
serve. The  line  faced  Corinth  and  the  enemy's 
advanced  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  sharpshooters  of  Moore's  and  Phifer's 
brigades,  under  Colonels  Rogers,  Sherman,  and 
Bridges,  soon  became  briskly  engaged  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  back  into 
their  intrenchments.  At  ten  A.  M.  our  whole 
line  moved  forward,  and  the  strong  outworks  of 
the  enemy  were  carried  without  check.  Moore 
and  Phifer  at  once  pushed  on  towards  Corinth  in 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy.  When,  within 
a  little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  town  they  were 
halted.  Moore  was  moved  towards  his  right  to 
unite  with  the  line  of  General  Lovell,  which  was 
advancing  along  the  south  side  of  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  and  soon  encountered  a 
heavy  force  of  the  enemy,  whom,  after  a  fierce 
contest,  he  drove  before  him.  Soon  afterwards 
he  was  reinforced  by  two  regiments  of  Cabell's 
brigade,  under  Colonels  Johnson  and  Dockery. 
The  advance  was  then  resumed,  and  Moore  soon 
became  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  occupy- 
ing a  field-work,  or  intrenched  camp.  This  he 
carried  by  assault,  capturing  the  camp  and  its 
stores.  Phifer,  advancing,  was  met  near  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  by  a  strong  force  of 
the  enemy,  whom,  after  an  obstinate  combat,  at- 
tended with  a  heavy  loss  on  both  sides,  he  drove 
back  into  Corinth,  and  was  then  halted,  with  his 
left  resting  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  his  right  being  a  little 
thrown  back.  Cabell  was  sent  to  support  Phi- 
fer's right,  now  separated  by  a  wide  space  from 
Moore,  and  was  soon  afterwards  withdrawn  to 
support  Hebert's,  who  was  threatened  by  a 
flank  movement  of  the  enemy  towards  his  ex- 
treme left.  About  dark  Moore  was  drawn  in 
towards  his  left,  until  his  line  united  with  Phi- 
fer's ;  and  the  troops  lay  on  their  arms  in  these 
positions  all  night.  Just  before  daylight,  Major 
Burnett  placed  the  batteries  of  Tobin,  Seng- 
stack,  and  McNally  upon  an  advanced  ridge 
about  six  hundred  yards  from  Corinth,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  town.  One  of  their  pieces, 
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while  taking  position,  being  thrown  by  Captain 
Tobin  rather  too  far  beyond  his  support,  was 
surprised  and  captured  by  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters. Captain  Tobin  was  made  prisoner  at 
the  same  time.  At  daylight  all  of  those  guns 
were  withdrawn,  and  the  fire  of  the  division 
was  maintained  by  the  sharpshooters  only,  who, 
boldly  and  incessantly,  under  Rodgers,  Sherman, 
and  Bridges,  harassed  the  enemy.  I  had  been 
ordered  to  await  the  attack  of  Hebert's  division 
on  my  left  before  advancing  to  storm  the  town. 
Soon  after  nine  o'clock  the  firing  upon  my  left  be- 
came sharp,  and  Moore  and  Phifer  were  at  once 
advanced.  Cabell's  brigade  was  moved  closer 
up  and  held  in  reserve.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
fusilade  became  general  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  Army  of  the  West ;  and  Cabell's  brigade  was 
ordered  in  to  support  of  Gates'  brigade,  the  next 
on  Phifer's  left.  The  brigades  of  Generals  Moore, 
Phifer,  and  Cabell  were  gallantly  led  by  their 
commanders  to  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  work 
in  the  heart  of  Corinth.  They  carried  them, 
planted  their  colors  within  them,  drove  the 
enemy  from  them,  and  held  them  until  forced 
back  by  the  overwhelming  reserves  of  the 
enemy.  The  division  was  then  re-formed  and 
marched  back  to  encamp  near  Chewalla.  Next 
morning  it  moved  towards  Pocahontas.  When 
within  five  miles  of  Davis'  bridge,  couriers  from 
Colonel  Wirt  Adams,  who  had  been  guarding 
that  point,  apprised  us  that  the  enemy  was  ad- 
vancing in  force  to  seize  it  before  we  could 
cross.  Moore's  brigade,  now  reduced  to  about 
three  hundred  men,  was  pushed  forward,  and 
with  the  St.  Louis  battery  and  two  guns  taken 
from  the  enemy  at  Corinth  (all  under  Major 
Burnett's  orders),  marched  across  the  bridges 
and  formed  with  the  view  of  storming  the  heights 
of  Matamoras ;  but  they  were  too  few  and  too 
late.  The  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  already 
in  position,  swept  them  away  and  were  close 
upon  the  bridge  before  Phifer's  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Ross,  could  cross  and  form 
and  meet  them.  (We  lost  four  of  our  guns  here.) 
Nothing  remained  for  us  now  but  to  dispute  the 
enemy's  passage  over  the  bridge,  and  to  hold 
him  in  check  as  long  as  possible.  This  was  gal- 
lantly done  for  more  than  an  hour  by  the  rem- 
nants of  Moore's,  Phifer's,  and  Cabell's  brigades, 
and  by  the  batteries  of  Hogg,  Sengstack,  Daw- 
son,  Lieutenant  Moore  and  Lieutenant  Miles, 
superintended  by  Major  Burnett.  They  were 
all  then  ordered, to  retire  and  take  up  a  position 
within  the  timber.  This  was  done  in  good  or- 
der, and  the  enemy  not  advancing,  the  whole 
division  was  withdrawn  and  put  upon  the 
march  by  another  route,  our  rear  being  covered 
by  General  Villepigue's  brigade.  Last  night 
the  division  bivouacked  at  this  point.  I  enclose 
herewith  the  reports  of  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  and  refer  you  to  them  for  more 
detailed  accounts  of  these  actions  than  I  can 
give.  I  can  bear  honest  testimony  to  the  fidelity 
and  valor  of  the  officers  and  troops  under  my 
command.  The  instances  of  gallant  conduct 
would  include  too  many  for  me  to  mention  here. 


But  there  are  two  men  of  humble  rank  whose 
conspicuous  courage  and  energy  at  Davis'  bridge 
attracted  general  attention  and  admiration.  One 
is  Earnest  Goolah,  chief  bugler  of  Ross'  regi- 
ment ;  the  other  is  Benjamin  J.  Chandler,  a  pri- 
vate of  Company  C,  Slemm's  cavalry.  I  recom- 
mend them  to  the  most  favorable  considerations 
of  the  General  commanding  as  worthy  cf  the 
honors  due  to  conspicuous  courage  upon  the 
battle-field.  My  staff  officers  were  always  prompt, 
intelligent,  and  gallant. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  our  losses.  You  will 
observe  that  they  have  been  very  heavy.  But, 
sir,  we  remember  that  our  noble  dead  fell  in  the 
streets  and  in  the  innermost  fortifications  of 
Corinth,  and  that  our  torn  colors  have  floated 
in  triumph  over  the  very  stronghold  of  the  foe. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 

Major-General,  commanding  Division. 

(Official  copy.) 
MACERAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

October  19,  1862. 

Acting  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  West: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  that  portion  of 
the  army  under  my  command  in  the  recent  en- 
gagement at  Corinth : 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  instant,  being  in 
command  of  the  Third  brigade  of  the  First  di- 
vision, commanded  by  Brigadier-General  He- 
bert,  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Fourth  brigade,  forming  a  line  in  front  of 
and  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy's  outer  breastworks.  Scarcely  was  the 
line  formed  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  us 
with  great  fierceness  a  fire  of  shell  and  grape, 
doing  us,  however,  but  little  harm — wounding 
a  few  men.  About  twelve  o'clock  we  were  or- 
dered to  advance ;  our  skirmishers  being  in 
front  of  our  lines,  soon  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers inside  of  the  fortifications,  where  they 
endeavored  to  make  a  stand,  and  opened  upon 
us  with  musketry.  We  continued  to  advance 
rapidly  ;  the  enemy  fled  and  we  took  possession 
of  the  fortifications.  The  order  being  still  to 
move  forward,  we  moved  in  line  until  we  came 
to  an  open  field,  where  the  enemy  opened  upon 
us  a  murderous  fire  from  two  batteries  placed 
upon  a  hill  beyond.  I  halted  the  brigade  and 
ordered  Captains  Landis  and  Geuber'  with  their 
batteries,  to  take  position  and  fire  upon  the  ene- 
my.  We  here  had  a  brisk  artillery  fight  which 
lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  Our  bat- 
teries having  driven  those  of  the  enemy  from 
their  position,  I  then  advanced  my  brigade  until 
I  came  to  another  field  where  I  found  the  enemy 
in  line,  under  the  cover  of  a  fence  on  the  far 
side  of  the  field,  awaiting  our  approach.  Here 
we  saw  danger  ahead,  with  a  battery  and  a  line 
of  infantry  firing  upon  us  from  the  left,  and  a 
heavy  fire  in  front.  We  moved  forward  at 
double-quick  across  the  open  field  to  meet  the 
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enemy.  Here  was  an  unceasing  fire  of  mus- 
ketry for  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  as  we 
would  break  the  lines  of  the  enemy  they  would 
bring  fresh  troops.  I  sent  to  Colonel  Gates, 
whose  brigade  was  not  engaged,  to  try  and  re- 
lieve us  of  the  cross-fire  on  the  left,  which  he 
did  by  sending  to  my  support  the  Second  Mis- 
souri infantry,  Colonel  Cockerel  commanding. 
We  then  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field,  but  not  until  we  had  lost  many 
brave  and  gallant  officers  and  soldiers.  During 
this  engagement  I  was  enabled  to  see  the  whole 
length  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  three  Mis- 
souri and  two  Mississippi  regiments,  and  I  am 
proud  to  say  there  was  no  faltering,  but  all 
seemed  eager  for  the  combat.  And  nobly  did 
they  sustain  it ;  no  troops  could  have  done  bet- 
ter, nor  could  I  distinguish  between  the  regi- 
ments which  behaved  the  most  gallantly  ;  each 
did  vigorously  the  work  assigned  it.  In  this 
charge  we  lost  largely  in  officers.  Colonels  Er- 
win  and  McFarland  and  Lieutenant-Colonels 
Terrell  and  Hedgespeth  were  wounded.  Col- 
onel Ferrell  fell  while  urging  his  men  forward ; 
He  was  at  least  twenty  yards  in  advance  of  his 
command.  I  fear  he  will  never  again  be  able  to  , 
take  the  field.  In  him  we  lose  a  gallant  officer. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Leigh  of  the  Forty- third 
Mississippi  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  wing 
of  the  regiment.  Major  McQuiddy  was  se- 
verely wounded.  Major  Vaughn,  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri,  was  killed.  While  leading  this  charge 
several  officers  of  the  line  were  killed,  among 
whom  were  the  following :  Captain  Taylor, 
Captain  McKinney,  and  Captain  Graves. 

After  the  enemy  fell  back  and  the  firing 
ceased,  we  gathered  up  the  wounded  and  ad- 
vanced our  lines  some  two  hundred  yards  be- 
yond where  the  enemy  had  fought  us,  and  slept 
on  our  arms  all  night. 

About  daylight,  leaving  our  skirmishers  out, 
we  fell  back  about  one  hundred  yards  under 
cover  of  the  hill,  in  order  to  get  some  refresh- 
ments. Before  we  were  done  eating  the  enemy 
opened  their  batteries  upon  us  most  furiously. 

Just  at  this  time  I  received  a  message  from 
General  Hebert  informing  me  that  he  was  una- 
ble to  take  the  field,  and  that  the  command  of 
the  division  would  devolve  upon  me  ;  in  a  few 
minutes  I  received  an  order  from  General  Price 
placing  me  in  command. 

The  command  of  the  Third  brigade  now  de- 
volved upon  Colonel  Moore  of  the  Forty-third 
Mississippi'  regiment. 

At  the  time  of  assuming  command  I  found 
the  brigades  placed  as  follows :  the  Third  bri- 
gade on  the  left  of  General  Phifer,  its  left  rest- 
ing, near  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  First 
brigade  (Colonel  Gates)  on  its  left,  fronting  the 
railroad ;  the  Fourth  brigade  (Colonel  McLean) 
on  its  left ;  and  the  Second  brigade  (Colonel  Cob- 
bert)  in  reserve.  I  immediately  sent  for  the  Sec- 
ond brigade  and  placed  it  in  line  where  the 
Third  was,  and  held  the  Third  in  reserve.  In 
this  position  we  skirmished  for  a  short  time 
with  the  enemy.  Receiving  word  from  Colonel 


McLean  (commanding  Fourth  brigade)  that 
there  was  danger  of  his  left  being  turned  by 
the  enemy,  and  that  if  attempted  he  would  be 
unable  to  prevent  it,  I  ordered  the  Second  to 
move  to  the  left  of  the  Fourth,  placing  the 
Third  in  its  original  position.  I  then  ordered  a 
forward  movement,  directing  the  Second  and 
Fourth  to  move  forward  in  echelon,  throwing 
the  left  forward  so  as  to  come  to  a  charge  at 
the  same  time  of  the  right. 

At  the  time  I  ordered  the  forward  movement 
I  sent  for  reinforcements,  believing  that  we 
would  need  them,  for  I  could  see  the  enemy  had 
two  lines  of  fortifications  bristling  with  artil- 
lery and  strongly  supported  by  infantry.  Our 
lines  moved  across  the  railroad,  advancing 
slowly  and  steadily,  our  skirmishers  constantly 
fighting  with  those  of  the  enemy,  driving 
them  back.  When  within  about  two  hundred 
yards  the  command  was  ordered  to  charge 
at  a  double-quick.  The  whole  line  now  moved 
forward  with  great  rapidity.  Officers  and  men 
all  seemed  eager  to  be  foremost  in  reaching  the 
fortifications,  but  it  was  a  hard  road  to  travel, 
climbing  over  logs,  brush,  and  fallen  timber, 
while  masked  batteries  of  the  enemy  opened 
upon  us  at  almost  every  step  with  great  slaugh- 
ter, but  nothing  daunted  the  divisions  pressed 
forward.  The  First  brigade  (Colonel  Gates  com- 
manding) arriving  at  the  fortifications  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  intrenchments,  taking  about 
forty  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Fourth  and  Second 
brigades  having  worse  roads,  and  the  distance 
being  greater,  only  a  portion  of  them  were  able 
to  reach  the  intrenchments,  and  the  left  being 
in  danger  of  being  outflanked,  fell  back.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Maupin  of  the  First  Missouri 
cavalry  (serving  as  infantry),  fell  while  gallantly 
leading  his  regiment  in  the  charge  on  the  ene- 
my's fortifications,  bearing  his  regimental 
colors.  Colonel  Moore,  I  fear,  was  mortally 
wounded  while  leading  the  Third  brigade  on  a 
charge  in  town ;  he  fell  near  the  depot  and  was 
left  on  the  field. 

Colonel  McLean  commanding  Fourth  brigade 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  charge.  Major 
McQuiddy,  who  was  wounded  on  the  day  before 
in  the  arm,  but  would  n6t  leave  his  command 
(Third  Missouri  cavalry),  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  thigh.  Major  Yates,  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
Mississippi,  was  also  wounded,  as  was  also  Col- 
onel Pritchard,  of  the  Third  Missouri  infantry. 
Reinforcements  again  being  sent  for,  General 
Cabell  came  up  with  his  brigade,  but  before  he 
could  get  to  the  fortifications,  Colonel  Gates'  am- 
munition was  exhausted  and  he  fell  back.  The 
fire  then  became  terrific.  General  Cabell  was 
unable  to  retake  the  fortifications,  and  the  whole 
line  fell  back  on  the  hill,  in  rear  of  the  batteries. 
Here  I  received  orders  to  move  the  division 
back  on  the  hill  beyond  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  Before  reaching  that 
point,  I  received  an  order  to  continue  the  march 
until  further  orders. 

We  encamped  early  in  the  evening  on  the 
right  of  the  road  opposite.  Sunday  morning  I 
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was  ordered  to  resume  the  march,  marching  in 
the  rear  of  General  Maury's  division.  Before 
reaching  tho  Hatchie,  I  received  an  order  to 
push  forward,  "  that  General  Maury's  division 
had  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  Hatchie,  and 
needed  assistance."  I  pushed  forward  as  rapidly 
as  the  men  could  possibly  travel ;  when  we  ar- 
rive'd,  however,  we  found  General  Cabell's  force 
falling  back  in  good  order.  I  was  ordered  to 
form  on  the  left  of  a  road  in  a  field,  behind  a 
fence.  We  threw  out  skirmishers,  who  soon  en- 
gaged those  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  back. 
The  Fourth  brigade  came  upon  a  body  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  charged  and  repulsed  them. 
We  here  lay  still  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  ene- 
my in  sight,  every  minute  expecting  to  move 
forward,  but  instead,  we  received  orders  to  "  fall 
back,"  which  we  did  without  any  interruption 
of  the  enemy,  though  they  still  continued  throw- 
ing shell  as  they  had  been  doing  all  the  time ; 
here  I  had  three  or  four  men  slightly  wounded, 
I  was  then  ordered  to  move  my  division  out  on 
the  "  Boneyard  Road."  At  the  crossing  of  the 
Hatchie  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
Ripley  road,  and  bivouack  for  the  night,  which 
I  did  in  line  along  the  road  towards  Pocahoiitas, 
throwing  out  pickets  to  give  notice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  The  next  morning  I  re- 
sumed the  march  in  good  order  towards  Ripley. 
During  the  fight  and  on  the  retreat,  both  officers 
and  soldiers  have  shown  themselves  as  brave  as 
the  most  sanguine  could  desire.  All  did  their 
duty  well,  and  were  I  to  particularize  I  would 
not  know  where  to  begin.  I  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  acknowledging  my  obligations  to 
Captain  Wm.B.Pittman,  for  his  promptness  in 
carrying  an  order  through  the  field  when  the 
very  atmosphere  seemed  filled  with  shot,  shell, 
grape,  and  canister  ;  also  to  Major  Theo.  John- 
son, who  acted  as  voluntary  aid,  and  who  con- 
veyed orders  with  great  despatch  through  the 
hottest  firing  regardless  of  danger. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  E.  GREEN. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Division. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  C  A  BELL. 

HEADQUARTERS  CABELL'S  BRIGADE,     1 
MACBY'S  DIVISION,  October  10,  1862.  ) 

Captain  Flowerree,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
Maury's  Division : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  engagements 
before  Corinth,  on  the  third  and  fourth,  and  at 
the  Hatchie  bridge,  on  the  fifth  instant. 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
teenth, Twentieth,  and  Twenty-first  Arkansas1 
regiments,  Jones'  battalion  of  Arkansas  volun- 
teers, Rapley's  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and 
the  Appeal  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Hogg. 
These  regiments  were  small^  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  thirteen'hundred  and  sixty-seven  (1,367) 
effective  men.  On  the  third  instant,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Maury, 
commanding  division,  my  brigade,  after  cross- 


ing the  Mississippi  and  Charleston  Railroad,  was 
held  in  reserve  to  support  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Moore  and  Phifer,  that  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  attack  the  enemy.    I  remained  with- 
in supporting  distance  of  the  two  brigades  with 
my  whole  brigade  until  half-past  three  o'clock, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  send  two  regiments  to 
support  General  Moore  on  the  right.    I  sent,  at 
once,  the  Nineteenth  Arkansas  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Dockey,  and  the  Twentieth  Arkansas, 
under  Colonel  H.  P.  Johnson,  who  became,  after 
arriving  on  the  field  of  battle,  quickly  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  driving  the  enemy  before  them 
with  great  loss  ;  our  loss  being  small,  not  over 
five  killed  and  ten  wounded  in  each  regiment. 
After  these  regiments  had  been  sent  off,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  division  commander 
to  move,  with  the  remainder  of  my  brigade,  to 
the  support  of   General   Phifer.     This    order 
was  obeyed  promptly.     After  arriving  on  the 
field  I  found  General  Phifer 's  brigade,  although 
much  exhausted  from  heat  and  dust,  had  driven 
the  enemy  within  less  than  eight  hundred  (800) 
yards  of  their  breastworks  around  the  city  of 
Corinth.    I  immediately  formed  my  line  of  bat- 
tle, threw  my  skirmishers  to  the  front,  and  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  skirmishers,  which  enabled 
General  Phifer  to  withdraw  his  brigade.    After 
his  brigade  had  been  withdrawn,  I  advanced 
with  my  skirmishers,  fighting  the  enemy  as  far 
as  I  deemed  it  prudent  with  the  small  force  I 
lead.    I  therefore  contented  myself  with  hold- 
ing the  position  I  had,  and  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  my  skirmishers  in  the 
meantime  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  with  the  ene- 
my's sharpshooters.    I  am  confident  they  did 
terrible  execution  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
I  then  captured  two  fine  ambulances  and  nine 
prisoners  ;  the  enemy  during  this  time  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  which, 
although  furious,  did  but  little  harm,  as  my  loss 
was  only  two  privates  killed  and  five  wounded. 
I  was  here  struck  myself  on  the  foot  with  a 
spent  Minnie  bah1,  which  gave  me  a  great  deal 
of  pain  at  the  time,  but  did  not  disable  me. 
About  sundown,  after  the  enemy  had  drawn  all 
their  infantry  and    artillery   inside  the  inner 
works,  I  received  an  order  to  report,,with  my 
brigade,  to  General  Hebert,  on  the  extreme  left, 
to  guard  the  crossing  of  a  road  leading  from  the 
Purdy  road  across  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road.   I  reported,  as  directed,  to  General  He- 
bert, who  gave  me  the  necessary  instructions, 
and   ordered  me  (by  the  consent  of  General 
Armstrong)  to  retain  a  section  of  Kink's  artil- 
lery and  Colonel  McCulloch's  regiment  of  cav- 
alry.   After  making  such  a  disposition  of  the 
forces  under  my  command,  placing  out  my  pick- 
ets to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
protect  our  left  from  a  flank  movement  of  the 
enemy,  I  remained   there  until    seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  the  fourth,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Hebert  to  move  up  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral Green,  to  whom  he  had  (being  sick)  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  division.     I  moved 
up,  as  ordered,  and  reported  to  General  Green 
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who  ordered  me  to  remain  in  supporting  dis- 
tance of  his  brigade,  at  the  same  time  informing 
me  that  I  would  be  subject  to  orders  from  my 
own  division  commander,  Brigadier-General 
Maury.  A  short  time  had  elapsed  before  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Maury  to  move 
as  near  General  Phifer  as  I  could,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  ground  to  protect  my  men  from  a 
terrific  fire  of  artillery,  which  I  was  exposed  to 
from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  I  placed  my 
brigade  on  the  side  of  a  hill  protecting  them  as 
much  as  possible  from  this  furious  discharge  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell,  that  was  kept  up  with- 
out a  moment's  cessation,  sufficient  to  demoral- 
ize any  troops  except  such  as  the  troops  which 
composed  my  brigade.  This  was  within  less 
than  seven  hundred  (700)  yards  of  the  breast- 
works and  the  town  of  Corinth,  where  the  First 
Missouri  brigade,  under  Colonel  Gates,  was 
hotly  engaged.  About  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Maury,  deliv- 
ered by  Captain  Flowerree,  Adjutani>General, 
to  move  rapidly  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Gates, 
who  had  entered  the  enemy's  breastworks  and 
could  not  hold  it  for  the  want  of  ammunition. 
This  order  was  received  with  a  shout  by  the 
whole  brigade,  who  had  stood  this  terrible 
cannonading  for  more  than  an  hour.  Imme- 
diately after  receiving  the  order,  I  moved  by 
the  left  flank,  at  double-quick,  until  I  crossed 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  After  crossing 
the  railroad,  through  a  terrible  fire  of  artillery, 
I  faced  to  the  front  and  moved  on  the  enemy's 
works,  the  left  in  the  open  field  and  the  right 
and  centre  through  a  skirt  of  woods  about  fifty 
yards  wide,  expecting  to  find  the  Missouri  bri- 
gade. This  brigade  had,  however,  fallen  back, 
taking  a  road  on  my  extreme  right.  Instead,  of  j 
meeting  the  Missouri  brigade  as  I  had  been  in- 
formed I  would,  I  found  the  enemy  in  line  of 
battle  just  outside  of  the  timber,  and  about 
three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  breastworks. 
My  left  became  engaged  at  once,  after  facing  to 
the  front,  and  the  whole  line  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  when  I  gave  the  word  "  charge."  As 
soon  as  the  command  was  given,  the  whole 
line  moved  at  double-quick,  almost  as  one  man, 
shouting  "  Butler,"  and  driving  them  until  they 
reached  the  crest  of  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
where  a  greater  force  than  I  had  driven  in 
sprang  up,  delivering  a  tremendous  volley  in 
the  very  faces  of  the  greater  part  of  my  whole 
line,  which  was  at  that  time  subject  to  fire,  from 
the  left  front  of  the  bastion  near  the  college,  as 
well  as  to  the  artillery  fire  from  the  battery  on 
the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  and  on  the  left  of 
the  work  charged.  A  part  of  the  Twentieth 
Arkansas  regiment,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  went 
over  the  works  inside  of  Corinth.  The  numbers 
of  the  enemy  being  so  great  in  front,  at  the 
same  time  being  exposed  to  such  a  dreadful 
cross  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  my  flanks 
and  rear,  that  my  men  were  compelled  to  fall  back 
with  a  very  heavy  loss  of  killed  and  wounded, 
officers  and  men. 
The  courage  and  daring  of  my  men,  who  shot 


the  enemy  down  in  their  trenches,  is  beyond  all 
praise  ;  the  ground  in  front  of  the  breastworks 
was  literally  covered  with  the  dead,  and  wounded 
of  both  friend  and  foe,  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  enemy  being  nearly,  if  not  fully,  two  to 
one.  Those  left  presented  the  appearance  of 
men  nearly  whipped,  and  convinced  me  that  it 
was  nothing  but  their  reinforcements  and  supe- 
rior numbers  that  kept  them  from  a  total  rout. 
My  loss,  in  officers  especially,  was,  I  regret  to 
say,  very  great  at  this  time  ;  a  great  many,  both 
officers  and  privates,  were  wounded  and  taken 
prisoners.  I  lost  here  three  brave  and  valuable 
field  officers  killed — Colonel  H.  P.  Johnson  and 
Major  Dane  W.  Jones,  Twentieth  Arkansas 
regiment,  and  Major  Dowdle,  Twenty-first  Ar- 
kansas, and  Colonel  Daly,  Eighteenth  Arkansas, 
mortally  wounded  (since  dead).  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Matheny,  Twenty-first  Arkansas,  wounded. 
Captain  Lynch,  Eighteenth  Arkansas,  and  Cap- 
tain Atkins,  Rapley's  battalion,  two  gallant  offi- 
cers, were  killed.  Colonel  Cravens,  Twenty-first 
Arkansas,  acted  nobly,  and  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him.  Colonel  Dockey,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Disunke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fletcher,  Ma- 
jor Williams,  and  Major  Wilson,  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  gallantry  and  daring  ;  also, 
Captain  Ashford,  who  commanded  the  battalion 
of  sharpshooters  (Major  Rapley  being  absent, 
sick).  After  being  repulsed  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force,  I  received  an  order  to  fall  back 
with  what  was  left  of  my  brigade,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  army,  which  I  did,  taking  all 
the  knapsacks  and  blankets  I  could  with  me 
to  the  camp  on  Chewalla,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  where 
we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  fifth.  I 
only  numbered,  all  told,  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifth,  previous  to  marching  to  Davis'  bridge, 
across  the  Hatchie  River,  five. hundred  and  fifty 
(550)  men.  Mine  was  the  rear  brigade  in  the 
division,  and  was,  owing  to  the  order  of  march 
of  that  day,  some  distance  in  rear  of  the  advance 
brigade,  which  became  engaged  with  a  greatly 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  immediately  after 
crossing  the  Hatchie  River.  When  the  can- 
nonading was  first  heard  in  front,  I  was  then 
crossing  the  Tuscumbia  "River,  a  distance  of  five 
miles.  I  received  an  order  from  General  Maury, 
while  crossing  the  river,  to  move  rapidly  to  the 
front  to  the  support  of  General  Moore.  I  moved 
forward,  then,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  at  the 
double-quick  most  of  the  way,  until  I  reached 
the  field  of  battle,  which  was  then  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  where  General  Phifer's 
brigade,  with  my  battery  of  artillery,  which  I 
had  sent  in  the  advance,  was  hotly  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  I  immediately,  after  ascertaining 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  formed  line  of  battle, 
and  placed  my  line  on  the  right  of  General 
Phifer's  brigade.  The  enemy  opened  fire  on 
us  at  once ;  we  replied  instantly,  and  continued 
to  keep  up  a  perfect  musketry  o^uel  for  about  an 
hour,  when  I  found  my  cartridges  giving  out. 
I  immediately  issued  about  ten  (10)  rounds  of 
cartridges  to  the  men  and  renewed  the  fire, 
which  was  continued  until  the  enemy  ceased 
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firing  (except  their  skirmishers)  and  my  cart- 
ridges had  given  out.  I  sent  word  to  General 
Maury  that  my  ammunition  had  given  out,  and 
that  I  could  only  hope  to  hold  the  ground  with 
the  bayonet  should  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempt 
to  charge  us.  General  Maury  then  ordered  me 
to  fall  back  to  the  timber  and  get  ammunition. 
After  receiving  this  order,  I  withdrew  my  men 
in  good  order,  with  a  loss  of  not  more  than  two 
killed  and  eight  wounded,  a  thing  unprecedented, 
considering  the  obstinacy  of  the  fight  that  had 
been  going  on  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half. 
While  withdrawing  my  men,  my  horse,  who  had 
become  very  frantic,  fell  on  me  and  injured  my 
thigh  and  hip  very  seriously,  completely  paralyz- 
ing my  left  leg.  I,  however,  formed  my  line 
and  gave  the  command  of  the  few  that  were 
left  to  Colonel  Dockey,  as  I  was  unable  to  walk. 
In  this  action,  as  well  as  in  the  engagements  of 
Friday  and  Saturday,  I  cannot  particularize. 
Every  officer  and  man  seemed  willing  and  anx- 
ious to  meet  the  enemy,  and  the  daring  and  gal- 
lant charge  made  on  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
and  the  obstinacy  with  which  they  stood  in  an 
open  field  and  fought  the  enemy  partly  concealed 
in  the  woods,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  at  Hatchie 
River,  will  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  and  give 
them  a  just  c^im  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude 
of  their  State  and  country,  and  will  cause  them 
to  mingle  their  tears  with  the  survivors  for 
the  heroes  who  have  fallen.  My  personal  staff, 
Major  John  King,  Adjutant-General,  Captain 
Balfour,  Inspector-General,  and  Lieutenant  Mar- 
shall Hairston,  A.  D.  C.,  were  all  distinguished 
for  their  daring  and  bravery.  I  am  under  many 
obligations  for  the  promptness  with  which  they 
assisted  me  in  every  engagement ;  also,  to  my 
volunteer  Aids,  Lieutenant  Shepherd  and  Mr. 
Templeman,  who  were  conspicuous  for  daring 
and  gallantry  in  every  engagement,  under  every 
fire.  Major  Hooper,  Brigade  Quartermaster,  and 
Major  Smith,  Brigade  Commissary,  as  well  as  the 
Surgeons  of  the  whole  brigade,  deserve  my  es- 
pecial thanks  for  the  zeal  and  energy  displayed 
in  the  field  and  everywhere  during  the  whole 
expedition. 

Captain  Burnett,  Chief  of  Artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hogg,  commanding  Appeal  battery,  with 
his  officers  and  men,  deserve  special  notice  for 
the  skill  and  efficiency  with  which  they  handled 
the  battery  and  poured  the  shot  and  shell  into 
the  enemy's  ranks. 

Before  closing,  I  must  return  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  sur- 
'vived,.for  the  promptness,  daring,  and  cheerful- 
ness with  which  they  have  executed  every 
order,  and  ask  them  never  to  forget  the  daring 
and  heroism  of  the  noble  dead.  Arkansas, 
though  for  a  time  cast  in  gloom  for  her  lost 
sons,  can  look  with  pride  to  the  daring  and  gal- 
lantry of  her  sons,  and  console  herself  with  the 
happy  thought  that  her  soldiers  are  equal  to 
any  and  second  to  none  amongst  those  who  are 
battling  for  Southern  independence. 

.Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade.  ' 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MOORE. 

HEADQUARTERS  MOORE;S  BRIGADE.  ARMY  OF  THE  WEST,) 

CAMP  AT  LUMPKIN'S  MILL, 
NEAR  HOLLY  SPRINGS,  October  13,  1862.  J 

Captain  D.  W.  Flowerree,  A.  A.  General: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the 
action  on  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  instants. 

This  brigade  was  composed  of  the  following 
regiments,  to  wit :  Second  Texas,  Colonel  W.  P. 
Rogers  ;  Lyle's  Arkansas  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pennington ;  Boone'e  Arkansas  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Boone ;  Thirty-fifth  Missis- 
sippi regiment,  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Barry ;  Forty- 
second  Alabama  regiment,  Colonel  John  W. 
Portis ;  Bledsoe's  battery,  Captain  H.  M.  Bled- 
soe — making  five  regiments  and  one  battery; 
total  effective  strength,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-two  (1,892),  about. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  we  formed  in 
line  of  battle  near  the  road  leading  from  Poca- 
hontas  to  Corinth,  and  distant  about  one-half 
mile  from  the  enemy's  outer  works.  Our  brigade 
here  occupied  the  right  of  the  line  formed  by 
Maury's  division,  our  right  resting  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  Lovell's  forces  on  our 
right  beyond  the  road.  Soon  Lovell's  forces 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  our  brigade  was  order- 
ed forward  across  a  corn-field  to  their  support, 
with  instructions  to  halt  on  reaching  the  timber 
on  the  opposite  side,  and  await  further  orders. 
On  reaching  the  point  designated,  a  part  of  the 
Second  Texas  and  one  company  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Mississippi  were  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  when  they 'were  driven  back 
within  their  intrenchments.  We  here  lost  a  few 
men,  and  Major  W.  C.  Simmons,  commanding 
the  skirmishers,  was  wounded.  We  were  now 
ordered  forward  to  assault  the  enemy's  works. 
We  advanced  in  a  well-preserved  line  of  battle, 
considering  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  and  on 
reaching  the  fallen  timber,  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  we  charged  and  carried  the 
works  with  but  little  opposition,  except  on  our 
left,  where  the  Forty-second  Alabama  was 
exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  though  their  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  but  eight  or  ten,  includ- 
ing one  officer.  This  regiment  advanced  with 
remarkable  steadiness,  this  being  their  first  en- 
gagement. Advancing  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
we  were  halted  to  form  a  junction  with  Lo veil's 
forces,  now  on  our  right,  which  we  failed  to  do. 
Our  skirmishers  again  soon  engaged  the  enemy 
and  were  driven  back  on  our  line,  which  led  to 
a  severe  but  short  engagement,  in  which  we 
soon  routed  the  enemy  and  drove  them  from 
their  position.  Here  an  unfortunate  mistake 
was  committed,  the  Forty-second  Alabama  fir- 
ing on  our  skirmishers,  mistaking  them  for  the 
enemy,  and  killing  and  wounding  several  officers 
and  men.  At  this  time  a  heavy  cannonading 
was  kept  up  at  some  distance  to  our  right,  from 
a  strong  work  of  the  enemy  about  two  hundred 
yards  south  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad.  Being  now  reinforced  by  Colonel 
Johnson's  and  Colonel  Dockey's  Arkansas  regi- 
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ments  we  changed  directions  to  the  right,  and 
throwing  forward  the  left  wing,  moved  in  the 
direction  of  the  firing.  We  soon  reached  the  rail- 
road, having  our  line  nearly  parallel  to  it,  and  in 
crossing,  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  most  ter- 
rific fire  from  the  brow  of  a  hill  not  more  than 
seventy-five  yards  distant.  The  enemy  opposed 
to  us  with  a  heavy  force,  being  formed  in  two 
lines,  the  front  lying  on  the  ground  and  the 
other  firing  over  them.  This  awful  fire  stag- 
gered us  but  for  a  moment,  and  as  soon  as  our 
line  was  steadied  a  little,  we  charged,  drove 
them  from  the  position,  and  carried  their  works, 
capturing  a  few  prisoners,  and  taking  a  large 
camp  with  their  supplies  of  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  stores.  On  discovering  our  ap- 
proach, the  enemy  removed  and  saved  their  guns. 
This  we  found  to  be  a  strong  work  in  a  firm 
position,  and  well  constructed.  From  the  posi- 
tion, we  judged  this  to  be  the  point  from  which 
a  cannonading  had  been  kept  up  during  the 
day. 

Being  now  separated  from  our  division,  and 
night  approaching  (it  being  between  three  and 
four  o'clock),  we  despatched  Lieutenant  McFar- 
land  to  report  to  General  Maury  our  success, 
and  asked  for  orders.  In  the  course  of  half  an 
hour  General  Lovell  and  staff  came  up,  and,  on 
consultation,  we  agreed  to  form  a  line  of  battle 
perpendicular  to  the  railroad,  our  left  resting  on 
the  road,  and  advance  towards  Corinth.  In 
about  an  hour  his  forces  came  up,  and  moved  to 
our  right.  At  about  dusk,  while  awaiting  for  a 
notification  from  General  Lovell  to  advance, 
which  he  'said  he  would  give  when  ready,  we 
received  orders  from  General  Maury  to  rejoin 
the  division,  and  take  position  on  Phifer's  right, 
which  brought  us  on  the  hill  in  sight  of  Corinth, 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  dark,  where  we 
slept  on  our  arms  until  morning. 

At  early  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth, 
our  batteries  having  been  placed  in  front  of  our 
lines,  to  open  fire  on  Corinth,  the  brigade  was 
moved  by  the  left  flank  and  placed  in  rear  of  Phi- 
fer's, sheltered  by  timber  in  front.  When  the 
firing  from  the  batteries  ceased,  we  moved  for- 
ward and  took  position  obliquely  to  the  right 
and  front  of  Phifer's.  Our  skirmishers  were 
again  thrown  forward,  and  kept  up  a  sharp  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  until  about  ten  o'clock. 
We  had  been  previously  notified  by  General 
Maury  that  we  would  advance  when  Hebert's 
division  made  the  attack  on  our  left — our  bri- 
gade being  supported  by  Cabell's  on  the  right  and 
Phifer's  on  the  left.  About  ten  o'clock  the  fir- 
ing on  our  left  became  heavy,  and  we  at  once 
gave  the  command,  "  forward,"  sending  Lieu- 
tenant McFarland  to  notify  General  Maury  of 
our  advance  movement.  We  had  not  gone  one 
hundred  yards  before  the  enemy  seemed  to  dis- 
cover our  designs,  and  at  once  opened  upon  us 
and  kept  up  the  severest  fire  I  ever  imagined 
possible  to  concentrate  on  one  point  in  front  of 
a  fortification.  Yet  we  suffered  but  little,  being 
protected  by  the  timber,  until  we  reached  the 
fallen  timber  and  open  space  which  extended 


about  one  hundred  yards  in  front  of  their 
works. 

On  reaching  this  point  we  charged  and  car- 
ried the  enemy's  works,  the  whole  extent  of  our 
line,  and  "  penetrated  to  the  very  heart  of  Cor- 
inth," driving  the  enemy  from  house  to  house, 
and  frequently  firing  in  at  the  windows  and 
driving  them  out.  The  enemy  were  driven  from 
the  breastworks  in  great  confusion,  leaving 
their  guns,  some  with  their  teams  still  hitched, 
while  others  had  their  horses  cut  loose  and  ran 
off.  Our  men  brought  off  two  or  three  horses 
which  they  found  hitched  in  the  streets  near  the 
Corinth  House,  their  owners  being  absent  The 
Forty-second  Alabama,  from  their  position  in 
line,  were  brought  in  front  of  a  strong  bastion, 
the  walls  of  which  they  found  too  high  to  scale, 
but  rushing  to  the  embrasures  they  fired  three 
or  four  volleys,  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
guns,  and  then  entering  the  works  mounted  the 
parapet  and  planted  their  flag  on  the  walls. 
After  entering  the  works  we  found  ourselves 
opposed  by  an  overwhelming  force,  and  being 
without  support  and  our  line  being  broken  and 
disordered  in  the  assault,  we  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  fall  back,  which  was  done.  Our 
loss  in  this  assault  was  very  severe.  Three  of 
the  five  regimental  commanders,  were  either 
kiUed  or  wounded.  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
coolness  and  gallantry  with  which  our  men  and 
officers  made  this  assault.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  troops  ever  displayed  greater  courage  in  so 
desperate  a  charge.  This  was  our  last  engage- 
ment in  the  vicinity  of  Corinth.  Our  division 
being  reformed  we  fell  back  on  the  road  to 
Pocahontas  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  At 
an  early  hour,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, our  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  to 
act  as  an  advance  guard  ;  when  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  Davis'  bridge  across  Hatchie, 
received  orders  to  push  forward,  cross  the 
bridge,  form  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  then  advance,  take  and  hold  the 
Heights  of  Matamoras,  which  commands  .  the 
crossing  at  Davis'  bridge.  We  pushed  forward 
with  all  possible  despatch,  but  the  men  being 
greatly  exhausted  and  weak  for  the  want  of  food, 
and  the  previous  two  days'  hard  marching  and 
service,  when  we  reached  the  crossing  and 
formed  line,  we  did  not  have  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  men  in  ranks. 
We  formed  on  the  right,  opposite  the  battery 
established  by  Major  Burnett  on  the  left  of  the 
road.  As  we  filed  off  to  the  right,  the  enemy's 
batteries  opened  on  us  from  the  hill  at  Mata- 
moras. The  Second  Texas,  being  in  the  rear, 
was  cut  off  by  the  fire,  and  did  not  form  in  line 
with  the  other  regiments.  Our  position  was 
now  in  a  narrow  strip  of  woods,  with  open 
fields  in  front  and  rear,  that  in  front  extending 
up  to  the  enemy's  position.  We  had  been 
ordered  to  advance  with  our  left  on  the  road, 
which  would  have  carried  us  through  the  open 
fields  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  the  enemy's 
guns. 

Being  now  satisfied  that  the  hill  was  occupied 
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in  force,  and  to  advance  with  our  small  force 
would  only  prove  its  total  annihilation,  we  de- 
spatched Lieutenant  McFarland  to  the  rear  for 
reinforcements,  and  to  report  to  the  command- 
ing General  that  we  not  only  could  not  advance, 
but  we  thought  we  could  not  hold  our  present 
position  long  without  assistance. 

During  this  time  the  enemy  continued  to  pour 
a  heavy  fire  into  the  battery  and  woods  occu- 
pied by  our  line,  in  which  we  lost  several  men 
killed  and  wounded.  The  batteries  being  soon 
withdrawn,  the  enemy  soon  gave  us  their  whole 
attention,  but  we  still  held  our  position  until 
they  reached  our  left  flank  and  poured  into  us  a 
most  destructive  fire.  This  threw  our  line  into 
some  confusion  ;  but,  rallying,  we  moved  to  the 
left,  faced  the  enemy,  and  opened  on  them. 

We  had  not  fired  more  than  two  or  three 
rounds  before  a  perfect  shower  of  balls  was 
poured  into  our  right  flank  from  the  direction 
of  the  corn-field  which  was  at  first  our  front. 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  fire  came  from  a  line 
which  had  been  previously  formed  in  the  field, 
and  had  been  concealed  by  lying  down  in  the 
grass  and  corn.  We  now  saw  that  we  must 
either  fall  back  or  be  surrounded.  The  order 
was  given,  and  the  bridge  being  now  swept  by 
the  enemy's  fire,  the  men  crossed  at  such  points 
of  the  stream  as  they  found  to  be  most  conven- 
ient. In  crossing,  .many  of  them  lost  their 
guns.  This  manner  of  crossing  caused  the  men 
to  become  much  scattered,  but  as  they  were 
collected,  they  joined  Cabell's  and  Phifer's  bri- 
gades and  continued  the  fight.  Our  loss  at  the 
bridge  was  considerable,  making  the  entire  loss 
of  the  brigade  during  the  three  days  fight  very 
heavy,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  re- 
port. It  is  impossible  at  present  to  make  an 
accurate  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  in  battle,  as  the  Thirty-fifth  Mississippi 
dispersed  after  the  fight  at  Davis'  bridge,  there 
being  now  present  some  forty  men,  and  one 
line-officer,  Lieutenant  Henry.  From  the  best 
information  we  can  obtain  we  are  assured  that 
many  of  the  officers  and  men  have  gone  to  their 
homes.  This  conduct  on  their  part  is  astonish- 
ing and  unaccountable,  for  the  regiment  acted 
nobly  and  did  good  service  during  the  three 
days'  fighting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  their 
commander,  Colonel  Barry,  was  not  present,  he 
having  been  sent  to  Corinth,  under  flag  of  truce 
to  bury  the  dead.  He  is  a  gallant  and  efficient 
officer,  of  whom  his  State  may  well  be  proud. 

Without  a  single  exception,  to  our  knowledge, 
the  officers,  one  and  all,  did  their  duty  nobly 
during  the  severe  engagements.  If  I  mention 
one  in  this  connection,  I  must  mention  all  or  do 
injustice.  Corporal  J.  A.  Going,  of  the  Forty- 
second  Alabama,  deserves  particular  notice. 
He  was  color-bearer,  and  though  once  shot 
down,  he  gallantly  bore  the  flag  through  the 
fight  on  the  fourth. 

•  Private  Morgan,  of  Company  H,  Boone's  regi- 
ment, is  reported  as  having  acted  with  great 
gallantry.  The  flag  of  Lyle's  regiment  was  torn 


into  tatters  by  the  enemy's  shots,  and  when  last 
seen,  the  Color-bearer,  Herbert  Sloane,  of  Com- 
pany D,  was  going  over  the  breastworks,  wav- 
ing a  piece  over  his  head  and  shouting  for  the 
Southern  Confederacy. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  C.  MOORE, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  W.  H.  JACKSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,! 
WATERSFORD,  November  18,  1862.        j 

Major  M.  M.  Kimmel,  A.  A.  G.,  Army  of  West 

Tennessee,  Abbeville,  Miss. : 

MA  JOB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  of 
the  operations  of  my  brigade  of  cavalry  (First 
Mississippi  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  F.  A.  Montgomery,  and  my  own  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  G. 
Stocks),  at  the  late  battle  of  Corinth  and  retreat 
from  that  place. 

During  the  battle  my  brigade  was  divided  ; 
squadrons  attached  to  brigades  of  infantry  and 
acting  on  the  flanks.  With  eight  companies  I 
made  a  reconnoissance  south  of  Corinth,  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  cavalry  and  repulsed  them 
in  gallant  style.  Returning,  I  advanced  the 
command  to  the  fortifications  on  College  Hill, 
where  I  engaged  the  enemy  in  force  after  the 
main  body  of  our  troops  had  withdrawn.  I 
then  withdrew  my  command  without  serious 
loss  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  army.  I 
was  then  ordered  to  Rienzi,  under  General  Arm- 
strong ;  received  orders  countermanding  that 
move  on  our  arrival  at  Kossuth. 

The  firing  having  commenced  at  Davis' 
bridge,  near  Pocahontas,  we  proceeeded  with 
both  commands  to  the  Ripley  and  Pocahontas 
road  ;  advanced  up  that  road  to  within  one  mile 
and  a  half  of  Pocahontas,  threatening  the  ene- 
my's rear,  engaging  them  in  a  brilliant  skirmish, 
which  was  a  move  very  favorable  towards  sav- 
ing the  train  of  wagons.  I  held  that  position 
all  night  with  my  brigade,  and  feh1  back  before 
the  enemy  next  day.  From  that  time  the  bri- 
gade was  engaged  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of 
the  army,  skirmishing  all  the  time  with  the 
enemy  to  Ripley. 

Owing  to  unavoidable  circumstances,  the  bri- 
gade was  without  rations  for  three  days.  The 
officers  and  men  all  behaved  with  coolness  and 
gallantry,  and  suffered  all  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  march,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  good 
soldiers.  Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  mention  by  name.  I  would  es- 
pecially notice,  however,  Lieutenant  Henry  W. 
Watkins,  Company  A,  Jackson's  regiment  cav- 
alry ;  also,  Corporal  Brochus  and  Privates  Brit- 
ton  and  Barton,  Company  C,  same  regiment ; 
also,  Captain  Gadi  Herron,  Lieutenant  Cravens, 
and  Lieutenant  Foote,  First  regiment  Mississip- 
pi cavalry.  The  latter  (Lieutenant  Foote)  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  advance  and  checked  them 
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in  a  most  gallant  manner.  The  report  from 
Armstrong's  brigade  does  not  mention  any  one 
especially  by  name.  They  all  behaved  with 
coolness  and  gallantry. 

I  am,  Major,  with  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  JACKSON, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Cavalry,  Army  West  Tenn. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,  \ 
TUPELO,  August  4,  1862.         j 

Major-General  Earl  Van  Dom,  commanding 
District  of  the  Mississippi : 

GENERAL:  I  telegraphed  you  yesterday  that 
despatches  from  General  Bragg  make  it  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  reinforce  General  Breckin- 
ridge.  He  says,  very  pointedly,  that  West 
Tennessee  is  now  open  to  my  army,  intimating 
that  he  expected  me  to  enter  it ;  and  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  such  an  intimation, 
when  I  consider  the  very  important  relations 
which  this  army  bears  to  that  in  East  Tennessee. 
I  cannot  get  possession  of  the  railroad  before 
Thursday.  It  will  then  take  at  least  a  week  to 
transport  to  this  point  the  troops,  etc.,  which 
will  be  brought  hither  preparatory  to  a  forward 
movement.  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  to 
submit  to  this  unavoidable  delay,  and  I  cannot 
think  of  protracting  it,  except  under  compulsion 
of  the  greatest  necessity.  To  attempt  to  rein- 
force General  Breckinridge  would  protract  it 
indefinitely.  The  success  of  the  campaign 
depends  now  upon  the  promptness  and  boldness 
of  our  movements,  and  the  ability  which  we  may 
manifest  to  avail  ourselves  of  our  present 
advantages.  The  enemy  are  still  transporting 
their  troops  from  Corinth  and  its  vicinity  east- 
ward.  They  will,  by  the  end  of  this  week,  have 
reduced  its  force  to  its  minimum.  We  should 
be  quick  to  take  advantage  of  this,  for  they  will 
soon  begin  to  get  in  reinforcements  under  the 
late  call  for  volunteers.  The  present  obstructed 
condition  of  the  railroad  is  another  reason  for 
instant  action.  In  fact  every  consideration 
makes  it  important  that  I  shah1  move  forward 
without  a  day's  unnecessary  delay.  I  earnestly 
desire  your  co-operation  in  such  a  movement, 
and  will,  as  I  have  before  said,  be  glad  to  place 
my  army  and  myself  under  your  command  in  that 
contingency.  The  very  names  of  yourself  and 
General  Breckinridge  would  bring  thousands  to 
our  ranks,  and  carry  dismay  to  those  of  the 
enemy.  You  speak  in  your  dispatch  of  the 
frightful  amount  of  sickness  in  General  Breckin- 
ridge's  division.  I  fear  that  the  sweltering  heats 
of  this  latitude  will  soon  begin  to  tell  fearfully 
upon  my  own  ranks,  and  am,  for  that  reason,  the 
more  anxious  to  take  them  northward,  where, 
too,  we  may  gain  accessions  from  those  Tennes- 
seeans  and  Kentuckians  who  have  seen  and  felt 
the  wretchedness  of  Northern  domination. 

Captain  Loughbrough  will  deliver  this  com- 
munication to  you,  and  explain  more  particularly 
the  condition  of  things  in  this  vicinity.  Please 
inform  me,  by  telegraph,  of  your  determination, 


so  that  in  the  event  of  its  being  favorable,  we 
may  concert  a  plan  of  operations. 
I  am.  General, 

With  the  profoundest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  2,  } 

CHATTANOOGA,  TEKJT.  ,  August  11,  18C2.  j 

Major-General  E.  Van  Dom,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Mississippi : 

GENERAL  :  In  view  of  the  operations  from  here 
it  is  very  desirable  to  press  the  enemy  closely 
in  West  Tennessee.  We  learn  their  forces 
there  are  being  rapidly  reduced,  and  when  our 
movements  become  known  it  is  certain  they 
must  throw  more  forces  into  Middle  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky  or  lose  those  regions.  If  you 
hold  them  in  check,  we  are  sure  of  success  here  ; 
but  should  they  reinforce  here  so  as  to  defy  us, 
then  you  may  redeem  West  Tennessee,  and 
probably  aid  us  by  crossing  the  enemy's  rear. 

I  cannot  give  you  specific  instructions,  as  cir- 
cumstances and  military  conditions  in  your  front 
may  vary  materially  from  day  to  clay.  To  move 
your  available  force  to  Holly  Springs  by  railroad, 
thence  into  West  Tennessee,  co-operating  with 
General  Price,  who  will  move  soon  towards 
Corinth ;  or  to  move  to  Tupelo  by  rail  and  join 
Price,  are  suggestions  only.  Positive  instruc- 
tions, except  to  strike  at  the  most  assailable 
point,  cannot  be  given  when  so  little  is  known, 
and  when  circumstances  may  change  daily.  Of 
course,  when  you  join  Price,  your  rank  gives 
you  command  of  the  whole  force.  I  enclose  a 
copy  of  Captain  Jones'  inspection  report.  Many 
of  the  points  in  it  require  your  immediate  atten- 
tion :  1st.  Most  important  is  the  prompt  reduc- 
tion of  your  light  artillery.  You  have  enough 
for  an  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men.  It  is 
impossible  to  keep  it  all  up  and  be  effective.  To 
keep  it  ah1  ineffective  must  be  avoided.  Eight 
batteries  of  four  (4)  guns  each  is  ample  for  your 
present  -force.  As  you  cannot  discharge  the 
companies  without  authority  from  the  War  De- 
partment, I  suggest  that  you  dismount  them, 
giving  such  horses  and  material  as  they  have  to 
make  other  corps  effective,  and  transfer  the 
officers  and  men  to  your  heavy  batteries,  reliev- 
ing infantry ;  or  you  could  arm  them  as  infantry 
and  put  them  in.  the  field.  Some  companies,  I 
see,  are  still  being  equipped.  Put  a  stop  to  it 
immediately.  Other  parts  of  the  report,  too, 
require  your  prompt  consideration,  especially  in 
the  staff  department.  The  reports  from  the 
Medical  Inspector,  coming  in,  are  equally  unsat- 
isfactory. 

Your  short  time  in  command  and  close  engage-' 
ment  at  Vicksburg  have  allowed  you  but  little 
time  for  these  matters,  but  I  trust  you  will  be 
able,  through  intelligent  and  effective  staff  offi- 
cers, in  correcting  some  of  the  evils  soon.  It 
is  with  deep  regret  I  see  you  lose  General  Vil- 
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lepigue,  as  I  consider  him  equal  to  any  officer  in 
the  service.      Brigadier-General    Duncan,  and 
perhaps  others  exchanged,  will  soon  be  with  us, 
when  you  shall  be  attended  to. 
I  am,  General, 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

General,  commanding. 
M.   M.   KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  2,        1 
CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE,  August  27, 1862.  J 

Major-General  Earl   Van  Dorn,  commanding 
District  of  the  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Miss.  : 

GENERAL  :  We  move  from  here  immediately — 
later,  by  some  days,  than  expected,  but  in  time, 
we  hope,  for  a  successful  campaign.  Buell  has 
certainly  fallen  back  from  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  and  will  probably  not  make 
a  stand  this  side  of  Nashville,  if  there.  He  is 
now  fortifying  at  that  place. 

General  E.  K.  Smith,  reinforced  by  two  bri- 
gades from  this  army,  has  turned  Cumberland 
Gap,  and  is  now  marching  on  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky. General  Morgan  (Yankey)  is  thus  cut 
off  from  all  supplies.  General  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall is  to  enter  Eastern  Kentucky  from  Western 
Virginia.  We  shall  thus  have  Buell  pretty  well 
disposed  of. 

Sherman  and  Rosecrans  we  leave  to  you  and 
Price,  satisfied  you  can  dispose  of  them,  and  we 
confidently  hope  to  meet  you  upon  the  Ohio. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  commanding. 

M.  M.  KLMMEL. 

GENERAL  ARMSTRONG  TO  GENERAL  PRICE. 

MJDDLEBURG,  FIVE  MILES  SOUTH  OF  BOLIVAR,  \ 
August  30, 1862.      j 

Major  Sneed,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Just  finished  whipping  the  enemy  in  from 
off  Bolivar.  Ran  in  town.  I  believe  they  will 
leave  the  country.  West  Tennessee  is  almost 
free  of  the  invaders.  Ah1  needed  is  an  advance  of 
the  infantry.  They  estimate  their  force  at  ten 
thousand.  I  believe  they  have  only  about  six 
thousand.  Captain  Pryor  will  give  you  the  de- 
tails. I  send  seventy-one  prisoners  to  General 
Villepigue — four  commanding  officers.  There 
are  strong  works  in  the  rear  of  Bolivar,  and  I 
did  not  enter  the  town,  as  it  would  only  have 
caused  them  to  shell  it,  without  giving  me  any 
advantage. 

You  will  hear  from  us  again  in  a  day  or  two. 
F.  C.  ARMSTRONG. 

M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,  1 
TUPELO,  September  2,  1852.     J 

Major-General    Van   Dorn,   commanding  Dis- 
trict of  the  Mississippi,  Jackson,  Miss. : 
GENERAL  :  I  received,  last  night,  a  despatch  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 


"  LIQUATCHIE  VALLEY,  August  29. 

"  To  General  Sterling  Price : 

"BuelTs  force  is  in  full  retreat  upon  Nash- 
ville, destroying  their  stores.  Watch  Rose- 
crans and  prevent  a  junction  ;  or  if  he  escapes 
you  follow  him  closely. 

"  BRAXTON  BRAGG." 

1  feel  that  this  order  requires  me  to  advance 
immediately,  and  I  shall  have  my  whole  com- 
mand ready  to  move  in  three  days.  That  portion 
of  my  cavalry  which  did  not  accompany  General 
Armstrong,  has  been  ordered  forward  to  Boone- 
ville,  and  General  Little  is  moving  his  division 
to  Guntown  and  Baldwin.  I  hope  that  nothing 
will  prevent  you  from  coming  forward  without 
delay,  with  all  your  disposable  troops.  Be 
pleased  to  telegraph  your  determination  in  such 
way,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  understood  by 
others,  and  to  write  to  me  fully  by  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  Wood,  who  will  hand  this  to 
you. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  a  let- 
ter from  General  Bragg,  dated  August  twenty- 
seventh,  and  of  a  despatch  from  General  Arm- 
strong, announcing  the  result  of  an  engagement 
in  front  of  Bolivar. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General. 
M.   M.   KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

FROM  GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,} 
TUPELO,  September  4, 1862.     j 

Major-General  Earl    Van   Dorn,  commanding 
District  of  the  Mississippi : 

GENERAL  :  One  of  your  staff  officers,  Colonel 
Lomax,  having  requested  me  to  do  so,  I  state, 
for  your  information,  that  I  can  put  in  the  field 
thirteen  thousand  infantry,  three  thousand  cav- 
alry, and  eight  hundred  artillery,  effective  total; 
that  they  are  supplied  with  transportation  and 
ammunition,  as  prescribed  in  General  Bragg's 
last  general  orders ;  that  subsistence  has  been 
provided  to  the  first  day  of  October ;  that  the 
commissary  trains  will  transport  seven  days' 
provisions,  and  that  I  will  have  arms  for  all  my 
troops,  including  those  exchanged  prisoners  that 
General  Bragg  has  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
me. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,  1 
TUPELO,  September  5, 1862.     j 

Major-General  Earl   Van  Dorn,  commanding 

District  of  the  Mississippi,  Jackson  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  received  your  reply  to  my 
letter  of  the  second  instant,  and  regret  very 
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much  that  you  cannot  move  in  this  direction  at 
once. 

I  feel  that  General  Bragg's  instructions  and 
the  situation  of  affairs  within  my  district,  alike 
compel  me  to  keep  near  the  line  of  the  road.  If 
I  niove  towards  Holly  Springs,  as  you  suggest, 
I  not  only  endanger  the  safety  of  the  road,  which 
is  essential  to  the  supply  of  my  army,  but  I  ex- 
pose my  supplies  of  every  kind,  and  the  valua- 
ble workshops  and  public  property  at  Columbus 
and  Gainesville,  to  destruction  by  the  enemy.  I 
learn  that  a  cavalry  force  of  thieves,  seventeen 
thousand  strong,  is  even  now  within  forty-eight 
hours'  march  of  Columbus. 

General  Bragg's  orders  also  compel  me  to 
keep  close  watch  upon  Rosecrans,  and  I  hear 
that  he  is  now  at  luka,  and  crossing  his  army  at 
Eastport.  I  am,  therefore,  pushing  my  army 
slowly  forward,  and  shall  remove  my  own  head- 
quarters to  Guntown  on  Sunday ;  I  shall  then 
determine  by  what  route  to  advance.  I  shall 
keep  you  fully  advised  of  my  movements,  so  that 
we  may  co-operate  or  unite  our  forces,  as  may 
be  most  advisable. 

I  am,  General,  very  sincerely, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

STEELING  PKICE, 

Major-General. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Inspector-General. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

By  telegraph  from  luka. 

SUNDAY,  September  14, 1862. 

General  Van  Dorn :   . 

Rosecrans  has  gone  westward  with  about  ten 
thousand  men.  I  am  ready  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  an  attack  upon  Corinth.  My  courier 
awaits  your  answer.  STERLING  PRICE, 

,,   ,,  ^  Major-Genera]. 

M.  M.  KlMMEL. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  TENNESSEE,  J 
IUKA,  September  17, 1862.      } 

Major-Genial  Earl    Van  Dorn,  commanding 

District  of  the  Mississippi : 
GENERAL  :  I  entered  this  town  with  my  army 
on  last  Sunday  morning.  The  rear  guard  of 
Rosecrans'  army  evacuated  it  at  my  approach, 
and  are  retreating  westward.  I  telegraphed  you 
immediately,  proposing  a  combined  movement 
upon  Corinth,  and  sent  the  despatch  by  special 
messenger  to  Guntown,  with  instructions  to  for- 
ward it  to  you  immediately,  and  to  await  your 
reply.  This  has  not  been  received  yet.  I  hope 
that  you  will  answer  me  at  once,  for  General 
Bragg  has  just  sent  me  another  despatch,  in 
these  words : 

"  EN  ROUTE  TO  KENTUCKY,  September  12, 1862. 
"  By  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  in 
Nashville,  captured  by  us,  it  seems  Rosecrans, 
with  part  of  his  army,  is  there.  I  have  anx- 
iously expected  your  advance,  and  trust  it  will 
not  longer  be  delayed.  BRAXTON  BRAGG." 


I  cannot  remain  inactive  any  longer,  and  must 
move,  either  with  you  against  Rosecrans,  or  to- 
wards Kentucky.     The  courier  who   takes  this 
to  you  will  bring  your  reply. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

Telegram. 

IUKA,  September  19, 1862. 
General  Van  Dorn : 

I  will  make  the  movement  proposed  in  your 
despatch  of  the  sixteenth  instant.  Enemy  con- 
centrating against  me.  Please  make  demonstra- 
tion towards  Rienzi.  Have  written  by  courier. 
Send  your  telegrams  to  Tupelo. 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

GENERAL  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

BALDWIN,  September  23, 1862. 

General  Earl  Van  Dorn  : 

I  will  leave  here  on  Friday  morning,  twentieth. 
Wrote  you  this  morning  stating  that  I  would 
meet  you  at  Ripley.  As  you  know  more  of  the 
country,  if  any  point  be  better  state  it,  and  I 
will  meet  you  there. 

A  few  days  ago  the  enemy's  strength  was 
thirty-five  thousand.  I  learn  that  they  are  leav- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Jackson,  and  whether  we 
attack  them  or  not  before  receiving  our  ex- 
changed prisoners,  it  is  important  that  we  should 
unite. 

STERLING  PRICE, 

Major-General. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

• 
GENERAL  BRAGG  TO  GENERAL  VAN  DORN 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  2,     \ 
BARDSTOWN,  KY.  ,  September  25,  1S62.  / 

Major-General  Van  Dorn: 

GENERAL:  We  have  driven  and  drawn  the 
enemy  clear  back  to  the  Ohio.  Push  your  col- 
umns to  our  support  and  arouse  the  people  to 
reinforce  us.  We  have  thousands  of  arms  with- 
out men  to  handle  them. 

Nash-ville  is  defended  by  only  a  weak  division, 
Bowling  Green  by  only  a  regiment.  Sweep  them 
off  and  push  up  to  the  Ohio.  Secure  the  heavy 
guns  at  these  places  and  we  will  secure  the 
Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers.  All  depends 
on  rapid  movements.  Trusting  to  your  energy 
and  zeal,  we  shall  confidently  expect  a  diversion 
in  our  favor  against  the  overwhelming  Jorce 
now  concentrating  in  our  front. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  commanding. 
M.  M.  KlMMEL, 

Major,  and  A  A.  G. 
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Doc.  55. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  KERNSTOWN,  VA. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  T.  J.  JACKSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  VALIJET  DISTRICT.  NEAR  MT.  JACKSON.  1 
April  9,  1862.         / 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow 
ing  report  of  the  battle  near  Kernstown,*  Va. 
on  Sunday,  the  twenty-third  of  March,  1862 
On  the  preceding  Friday  evening  a  despatch 
was  received  from  Colonel  Turner  Ashby,  com 
manding  the  cavalry,  stating  that  the  enemy  hac 
evacuated  Straeburg.  Apprehensive  that  the 
Federals  would  leave  this  military  district,  I  de- 
termined to  follow  them  with  all  my  available 
force.  Ashby  with  his  cavalry  and  Chews'  bat- 
tery were  already  in  front.  Colonel  S.  E.  Fulker- 
son's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-third 
and  Thirty-seventh  regiments  Virginia  volun- 
teers, and  Shumaker's  battery,  was  near  Wood- 
stock. 

Brigadier-General  R.  B.  Garnett's  brigade, 
consistiDg  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty- 
seventh,  and  Thirty -third  regiments  of  Virginia 
volunteers,  and  McLaughJin's,  Carpenter's,  and 
Waters'  batteries,  was  near  two  miles  below 
Mount  Jackson. 

Colonel  J.  S.  Burks'  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Twenty-first,  Forty-second,  and  Forty-eighth  reg- 
iments Virginia  volunteers,  and  the  First  Vir- 
ginia battalion  P.  A.  C.  S.,  and  Marye's  battery, 
was  near  two  miles  above  Mount  Jackson.  The 
three  brigades  were  ordered  to  march  at  dawn 
of  the  following  morning. 

All  the  regiments  except  the  Forty-eighth, 
Colonel  John  Campbell,  which  was  the  rear 
guard,  arrived  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Kerns- 
town  by  two  o'clock  p.  M.  on  the  twenty-third, 
and  directions  were  given  for  bivouacking. 
During  the  march,  information  had  reached  me 
from  a  reliable  source  that  the  Federals  were 
sending  off  their  stores  and  troops  from  Win- 
chester; and  after  arriving  near  Kernstown,  I 
learned  from  a  source  which  had  been  remarka- 
ble for  its  reliability,  that  the  enemy's  infantry 
force  at  Winchester  did  not  exceed  four  regi- 
ments. A  large  Federal  force  was  leaving  the 
valley,  and  had  already  reached  Castleman's 
Ferry,  on  the  Shenandoah.  Though  it  was  very 
desirable  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  leaving  the 
valley,  yet  I  deemed  it  best  not  to  attack  until 
morning. 

But  subsequently  ascertaining  that  the  Fed- 
erals had  a  position  from  which  our  forces 
could  be  seen.  I  concluded  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  postpone  it  till  the  next  day,  as  rein- 
forcements might  be  brought  up  during  the 
night.  After  ascertaining  that  the  trbops—  part 
of  which  had  marched  over  fourteen  miles  since 
dawn,  and  Garnett'a  and  Burks'  brigades,  which 
had  made  a  forced  march  of  near  twenty-five 
miles  the  day  previous — were  in  good  spirits  at 

*  This  battle  is  generally  known  as  the  battle  of  Winches- 
ter    (See  vol.  4,  Rebellion  Record,  page  328.) 

VOL.  X.— Doc.        42 


the    prospect    of   meeting    the  enemy,  I    de- 
termined to  advance  at  once.    Leaving  Colonel 
Ashby  with  his  command  on  the  Valley  turn- 
pike, with  Colonel  Burks'  brigade  as  a  support 
to  the  batteries,  and  also  to  act  as  a  reserve,  I 
moved  with  one  piece  of  Carpenter's  batter}- 
and  Colonel  Fulkerson's  brigade,  supported  by 
General  Garnett's  to  our  left,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  commanding  position  on  the  enemy's 
right,  and  thus,  turning  him  by  that  flank,  force 
him  back  from  his  strong  position  in  front, 
which  prevented  a  direct  advance.    Soon  after 
Captain  Carpenter  brought  up  his  other  pieces, 
also  McLaughlin's  and  Waters'  batteries  came 
forward,  the  eminence  was  reached,  and  the 
three  batteries,  under  their  respective  Captains, 
commenced  playing  upon  the   enemy,  whose 
position  was  now  commanded.    We  continued 
to  advance  our  artillery,  keeping  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  upon  the  Federals  upon   our  right ; 
whilst    Colonel    John    Echols    with   his  regi- 
ment, the  Twenty-seventh,  with  its  skirmishers 
thrown  forward,  kept  in  advance  and  opened 
the  infantry  engagement,  in  which  it  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Twenty-first,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  M.  Patton,  as  no  other  regiment  of 
Garnett's  had  yet  come  up.    Well  did  these  two 
regiments  do  their  duty,  driving  back  the  enemy 
twice  in  quick  succession.  Soon  a  severe  wound 
compelled  the  noble  leader  of   the    Twenty- 
seventh  to  leave  the  field,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  its  Lieutenant-Colonel,  the  daunt- 
ess  Grigsby ;  great  praise  is  due  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  both  regiments.    Colonel  Fulkerson 
laving  advanced  his  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Twenty-third  and  Thirty-seventh,  which  were 
respectively  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taliaferro, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  P.  Carson,  to  the  left 
of  Colonel  Echols,  judiciously  posted  it  behind 
a  stone  wall,  towards  which  the  enemy  was 
rapidly  advancing,  and  opened  a  destructive 
ire,  which  drove  the  Northern  forces  in  great 
lisorder,  after  sustaining  a  heavy  loss,    and 
eaving  the   colors  of  one  of  their  regiments 
upon  the  field. 

This  part  of  the  enemy's  routed  troops  hav- 
ng,  to  some  extent,  rallied  in  another  position, 
were  also  driven  from  this  by  Colonel  Fulker- 
on.     The  officers  and  men  of  this  brigade  merit 
pecial    mention.      Soon    after    the    Twenty- 
eventh  had  become  engaged,  General  Garnett, 
with  the  Second,  Fourth,  and  Thirty-third  regi- 
ments, commanded   respectively  by  Colonel  J. 
V.  Allen,  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  A.  Ronald,  and 
/olonel  A.  C.  Cummings,  moved  forward  and 
oined  in  the  battle,  which  now  became  general. 

The  First  Virginia  battalion,  P.  A.  C.  S.,  under 

laptain  R.  D.  Bridgford,  though  it  unfortunately 

ecame  separated  in  advancing,  was  in  the  en- 

agement,  and  from  near  five  to  half-past  six 

.  M.,  there  was   almost  a  continuous  roar  of 

nusketry.      The  enemy's    repulsed    regiments 

rere  replaced   by  fresh  ones  from  his  large 

eserve.    As  the  ammunition  of  some  of  our 

men  became  exhausted,  noble  instances  were 

een  of   their  borrowing    from  comrades  by 
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whose  sides  they  continued  to  fight,  as  though 
resolved  to  die  rather  than  give  way.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ronald,  commanding  the  Fourth, 
having  been  injured  during  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement  by  being  thrown  from  his 
horse,  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved 
upon  Major  A.  G.  Pendleton.  Though  our 
troops  were  fighting  under  great  disadvan- 
tages, I  regret  that  General  Garnett  should  have 
given  the  order  to  fall  back,  as  otherwise  the 
enemy's  advance  would,  at  least,  have  been  re- 
tarded, and  the  remaining  part  of  my  infantry 
reserve  have  had  a  better  opportunity  for  com- 
ing up  and  taking  part  in  the  engagement,  if 
the  enemy  continued  to  press  forward.  As 
General  Garnett  fell  back  he  was  pursued  by 
the  enemy,  who  thus  turning  Colonel  Fulker- 
son's  right  forced  him  to  fall  back.  Soon  after 
this  the  Fifth  regiment,  under  Colonel  W.  H. 
Barman,  came  up,  and  I  directed  it  to  advance 
and  support  our  infantry  ;  but  before  it  met  the 
enemy,  General  Garnett  ordered  it  back,  and 
thus  the  enemy  were  permitted  unresisted.  to 
continue  the  pursuit. 

So  soon  as  I  saw  Colonel  Harman  filing  his 
regiment  to  the  rear,  I  took  steps  to  remedy,  as 
far  as  practicable,  this  ill-timed  movement,  by 
directing  him  to  occupy  and  hold  the  woods 
immediately  in  his  rear ;  and  calling  General 
Garnett's  attention  to  the  importance  of  rally- 
ing his  troops,  he  turned  and  assigned  the  Fifth 
to  a  position,  which  it  held  until  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Burks,  with  the  Forty-second,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  A.  Laugharne.  Colonel 
Burks  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Forty- 
second  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  cause 
they  were  defending,  by  the  spirit  with  which 
this  regiment  -took  and  held  its  position  until  its 
left  was  turned  by  the  Federals  pressing  upon 
the  Fifth  as  it  fell  back. 

Colonel  John  Campbell  was  rapidly  advancing 
with  his  regiment  to  take  part  in  the  struggle, 
but  night,  and  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  to  press  further,  had  terminated  the 
battle,  which  had  commenced  at  four  o'clock 
p.  M. 

Leaving  Ashby  in  front,  the  remainder  of  my 
command  fell  back  to  its  wagons  and  bivouack- 
ed for  the  night.  Our  artillery  had  played  its 
part  well,  and  though  we  lost  two  pieces,  one 
belonging  to  Waters'  and  the  other  to  Mc- 
Loughlin's — the  former  from  having  upset 
when  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
latter  from  having  its  horses  killed,  when  it 
was  on  the  eve  of  leaving  the  field  which  it 
had  so  well  swept  with  canister  as  to  have 
driven  back  the  enemy  from  a  part  of  it,  over 
which  he  was  pressing  near  the  close  of  the 
battle. 

During  the  engagement,  Colonel  Ashby,  with 
a  portion  of  his  command,  including  Chews' 
battery,  which  rendered  valuable  service,  re- 
mained on  our  right,  and  not  only  protected 
our  rear  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Valley  turnpike, 
but  also  served  to  threaten  the  enemy's  front 
and  left.  Colonel  Ashby  fully  sustained  his 


deservedly  high  reputation  by  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  discharged  the  important  trust 
confided  to  him. 

Owing  to  most  of  our  infantry  having 
marched  between  thirty-five  and  forty  miles 
since  the  morning  of  the  previous  day,  many 
were  left  behind.  Our  number  present  on  the 
evening  of  the  battle  was,  of  infantry  3,087,  of 
which  2,742  were  engaged  ;  twenty-seven  pieces 
of  artillery,  of  which  eighteen  were  engaged. 
Owing  to  recent  heavy  cavalry  duty  and  the 
extent  of  country  to  be  picketed,  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  of  this  arm  were  present  to 
take  part  in  the  engagement. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Federal 
infantry  on  the  field  numbered  over  eleven 
thousand,  of  which  probably  over  eight  thou- 
sand were  engaged.  It  may  be  that  our  artil- 
lery engaged  equalled  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  their  cavalry  exceeded  ours  in  number. 
Our  loss  was :  killed,  six  officers,  twelve  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  sixty-two  privates  ; 
wounded,  twenty-seven  officers,  fifty-three  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  privates,  of  which  number  some  sev- 
enty were  left  on  the  field  ;  missing,  thirteen 
officers,  twenty-one  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  privates. 
Nearly  all  the  missing  were  captured.  A  few 
days  after  the  battle  a  Federal  officer  stated 
that  their  loss  in  killed  was  four  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

Their  wounded  upon  the  supposition  that  it 
bears  some  relation  to  their  killed, as  ours, must 
be  such  as  to  make  their  total  loss  more  than 
three  times  that  of  ours.  Our  wounded  receiv- 
ed that  care  and  attention  from  the  patriotic 
ladies  of  Winchester,  which  they  know  so  well 
how  to  give,  and  our  killed  were  buried 'by  the 
loyal  citizens  of  that  town.  The  hospitality  of 
Baltimoreans  relieved  the  wants  of  the  captured. 
For  these  acts  of  kindness,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Potomac,  I  am  under  lasting  obligations.  The 
officers  and  men  of  the  various  regiments  and 
batteries  deserve  great  praise.  In  consequence 
of  Major  F.  B.  Jones,  Second  Regiment  Virginia 
Volunteers,  being  familiar  with  the  locality,  he 
was  detached  from  his  regiment  and  acted  as  a 
staff  officer  during  the  engagement,  and  from 
his  familiarity  with  the  country,  added  to 
his  zeal  and  daring,  rendered  very  valuable 
service. 

Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  Medical  Director,  dis- 
charged his  duties  in  a  manner  which  proved 
him  admirably  qualified  for  his  position. 

Major  J.A.  Harman,  Chief  Quartermaster,  ably 
discharged  his  duties. 

Major  W.  J.  Hawkes,  Chief  Commissary,  with 
his  usual  foresight,  had  the  wants  of  his  depart- 
ment well  supplied. 

First  Lieutenant  G.  G.  Junkins,  A.  D.  C.,  and 
A.  A.  A.  General,  faithfully  and  efficiently  de- 
voted himself  to  his  duties  until  near  the  close 
of  the  engagement,  when  I  regret  to  say  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy. 

First  Lieutenant  A.S.  Pendleton,  A.  D.  C.,  who 
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is  an  officer  eminently  qualified  for  his  duties, 
discharged  them  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Boswell,  Chief  Engineer, 
rendered  valuable  service. 

Though  Winchester  was  not  recovered,  yet 
the  more  important  object  of  the  present,  that  of 
calling  back  troops  that  were  leaving  the  valley, 
and  thus  preventing  a  junction  of  Banks'  com- 
mand with  other  forces,  was  accomplished  in  ad- 
dition to  his  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  though  the  field  is  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  yet  the  most  essential  fruits  of  the 
battle  are  ours. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-General. 
Major  T.  G.  RHETT, 

A.  A.  General  D.N.,Va. 


Doc.  56. 
BATTLE  NEAE  COFFEEVILLE,  MISSISSIPPI. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TTLGHMAN'S  REPOBT. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIRST  CORPS,  A.  W.  T. ") 
December  6, 1862.  j 

Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Ivey,A.  A.  General: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant,  be- 
tween the  Federal  advance  guard,  near  Coffee- 
ville,  and  the  troops  placed  under  my  command 
by  Major-General  Lovell,  commanding  First 
corps.* 

At  about  half-past  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  Friday 
afternoon,  fifth  instant,  whilst  engaged  in  the 
town  of  Coffeeville  with  the  various  duties  of 
my  command,  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  embold- 
ened by  their  successes  heretofore,  had  pushed 
their  advance  within  one  mile  of  the  town,  and 
that  having  commenced  skirmishing  with  our 
rear  guard  of  cavalry,  Major-General  Lovell, 
commanding  First  corps,  had  gone  out  with  a 
portion  of  my  division  to  check  them,  I  imme- 
diately rode  out  with  a  portion  of  my  staff  and 
body-guard,  to  the  point  selected  by  General 
LovelT,  on  which  to  form,  and  found  that  he  had 
pushed  forward  a  portion  of  the  First  brigade, 
under  General  Baldwin,  on  the  right  of  the  main 
road  to  Water  Valley,  whilst  the  Ninth  Arkan- 
sas, of  General  Rust's  division,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Dunlop,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  left  of  the  same  road.  Colonel  A.  P.  Thomp- 
son, commanding  brigade,  of  the  Second  divis- 
ion, had  also  been  ordered  to  place  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment  of  his  brigade  upon  a  road  lead- 
ing out  from  Coffeeville  to  the  west  of  the  main 
road  spoken  of,  in  order  to  watch  our  left  flank. 
Upon  the  main  road  and  in  rear  of  the  First 
brigade,  upon  a  small  eminence,  four  pieces  of 
artillery  had  been  placed,  being  part  of  Captain 
Bouchard's  company  of  the  Point  Coupee  artil- 
lery ;  whilst  at  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear 
of  this  battery  two  Parrott  guns  from  Captain 

•  See  Volume  6,  Rebellion  Record,  Documents,  page  236. 


Hedden's  battery,  of  my  own  division,  were 
placed  on  a  still  higher  point,  and  in  a  position 
not  to  endanger  the  infantry  or  the  battery  in 
front,  should  occasion  present  itself  to  open 
upon  the  enemy.  Before  reaching  the  point  at 
which  General  Lovell  was  stationed,  I  heard 
brisk  cannonading,  and  on  joining  General 
Lovell,  near  where  the  fear  battery  was  placed, 
found  that  it  proceeded  from  our  advanced  bat- 
tery, which  was  being  replied  to  by  a  rifle  gun  of 
the  enemy. 

I  immediately  reported  for  orders  to  General 
Lovell,  who  directed  me  to  ride  with  him  to  the 
position  held  by  the  advanced  battery.  On 
reaching  that  point  and  finding  that  the  enemy 
had  obtained  the  exact  range  of  our  guns,  I  re- 
tired, with  General  Lovell,  to  the  rear  battery, 
and  was  immediately  ordered  to  open  fire  with 
the  P.arrott  guns,  at  short  intervals.  This  was 
done,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's battery  ceased. 

I  then  asked  permission  of  the  Major-General 
commanding  to  press  the  enemy  and  drive  them 
back,  and  upon  receiving  his  orders  to  do  so, 
with  information  that  General  Rust  had  been 
ordered  to  manoeuvre  on  my  right  with  parts  of 
two  of  his  brigades,  rode  rapidly  to  the  front, 
ordering,  at  the  same  time,  the  Fourteenth 
Mississippi  regiment,  under  Major  Doss,  which 
had  been  held  in  reserve,  to  move  up  at  double- 
quick  and  take  position  on  the  extreme  right  of 
my  line.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jackson, 
numbering  about  seven  hundred,  were  placed  at 
my  disposal  also.  The  proper  disposition  of  the 
forces  was  soon  made ;  orders  were  given  to 
General  Baldwin,  on  the  right,  and  to  Colonel  A. 
P.  Thompson,  of  the  Second  division,  who  had 
assumed  the  direction  of  the  Ninth  Arkansas, 
of  his  own  brigade,  to  deploy  the  right  compa- 
nies from  each  regiment,  as  skirmishers,  one 
hundred  paces  in  front  of  the  main  line.  A 
greater  distance  was  not  deemed  prudent,  as 
the  woods  were  very  dense  and  the  enemy 
known  to  be  in  close  proximity.  The  cavalry 
was  formed  in  the  main  road  and  ordered  to 
move  with  caution  in  rear  of  the  main  line.  The 
line  of  skirmishers  being  formed  and  every- 
thing prepared,  orders  were  given  to  the  men 
to  hold  their  fire  until  within  fifty  yards ;  to 
move  with  caution  until  the  enemy  was  reached, 
but  then  to  press  them  with  all  their  energy. 
The  command,  "  forward,"  was  given,  and  both 
skirmishers  and  the  main  line  moved.  The  line 
had  not  advanced  two  hundred  yards  before  the 
enemy  opened  on  our  left  a  brisk  fire.  This  was 
answered  first  by  a  yell  along  our  whole  line, 
the  men  moving  rapidly  and  with  great  enthu- 
siasm until  they  were  within  good  range,  when 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  directed  by  Colonel  A.  P. 
Thompson,  and  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  under 
Colonel  H.  B.  Lyon,  opened  fire  in  return.  Very 
soon  the  fire  extended  towards  our  right,  along 
the  Twenty-third  Mississippi,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McCarley,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Missis- 
sippi, under  Major  Parker.  The  order  to  press 
the  enemy  was  fully  carried  out,  and  they  were 
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not  allowed  time  to  breathe,  and  though  making 
two  gallant  stands  in  the  first  mile,  they  were 
driven  from  their  positions,  without  our 
men  faltering  for  a  moment.  The  tactics  of 
the  enemy  did  them  great  credit ;  their  whole 
force  consisted  of  mounted  infantry,  armed 
with  Colt's,  Smith's,  and  Sharp's  most  approved 
weapons,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
country  over  which  they  had  to  pass  was  an 
alternate  wood  and  field.  On  being  driven  to  the 
edge  of  a  field,  they  mounted  and  retreated 
across  it,  dismounting  and  sending  their  horses 
to  the  rear.  They  had  all  the  advantage  of  po- 
sition, being  covered  by  the  woodland,  whilst 
our  men  advanced  across  the  open  field.  At 
these  points  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  terrific, 
but  nothing  could  stop  the  onward  movement, 
and  our  men  moved  forward  without  slackening 
their  pace  in  the  least.  Having  driven  the  ene- 
my for  more  than  a  mile,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
should  the  troops  of  General  Rust's  command 
not  have  moved  to  their  left  far  enough  to  guard 
my  right  flank,  that  I  might  run  some  risk  of 
being  outflanked.  To  guard  against  this,  I  de- 
tached Lieutenant  Barbour,  commanding  my 
body-guard,  with  a  portion  of  his  men,  with 
orders  to  move  at  full  speed  to  my  extreme 
right  and  take  position,  with  his  men  well  ex- 
tended, and  watch  my  right  flank.  No  sooner 
had  he  reached  the  point  and  commenced  mov- 
ing up  with  our  main  line  than  he  was  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Barbour  immediately 
sent  a  courier  informing  me  of  the  fact,  when  I 
ordered  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  under  Ma- 
jor Doss,  to  move  at  double-quick,  by  the  right 
flank,  until  he  reached  the  point  occupied  by 
Lieutenant  Barbour,  then  to  assume  his  original 
front  and  press  them  again.  During  all  this  time 
the  enemy  were  interruptedly  driven  from  every 
position,  and  forced  back  to  a  point  three  miles 
from  Coffeeville,  when,  on  reaching  a  command- 
ing position,  they  opened  fire  from  their  artil- 
lery again,  supported  by  the  severest  fire  of 
musketry  we  had  yet  encountered.  The  heavi- 
est fire  was  encountered  by  the  Ninth  Ar- 
kansas regiment  and  the  Eighth  Kentucky 
regiment.  Their  efforts  were,  however,  useless ; 
nothing  could  check  the  advance  of  our  men, 
and  the  position  was  carried  without  a  moment's 
delay,  just  at  dark. 

It  occurred  to  me  a  few  moments  before  this, 
that  a  dash  of  our  cavalry  might  have  secured 
the  piece  of  artillery  in  its  last  position  ;  but  it 
would  have  involved  a  heavy  loss  of  life,  not 
warranted  under  the  circumstances,  and  I  did 
not  give  the  order.  Having  already  driven  the 
enemy  much  further  than  was  ordered  by  a 
message  from  General  Lovell,  I  gave  order  to 
halt  and  cease  firing,  very  much  to  the  chagrin 
of  both  officers  and  men,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  severe  duties  and  deprivations  of  the  last 
•week,  seemed  to  forget  everything  but  the  de- 
sire showed  by  all  to  repay  the  injuries  suffered 
by  them  during  their  long  and  barbarous  im- 
prisonment at  the  North. 

The  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  Major  Doss  com- 


manding, towards  the  close,  became  too  far  sep- 
arated from  the  main  command,  but  was  abun- 
dantly able  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  drove  back 
the  enemy  in  their  front,  killing  and  wounding 
a  number,  among  them  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Cullough,  who  was  shot  dead  within  twenty 
paces  of  our  line.  This  regiment  also  captured 
seventeen  prisoners,  with  all  horses,  arms,  and 
accoutrements.  TJie  loss  on  our  part,  as  stated 
in  my  note  to  Major-General  Lovell,  of  the  sixth 
instant,  is  known  to  be  accurately  as  follows : 
Killed,  seven ;  wounded,  forty-three.  That  of 
the  enemy,  thirty-four  killed;  among  them 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullough  and  a  "Second- 
Lieutenant,  who  gave  his  name  as  Wood- 
bury  (of  the  Third  Missouri)  just  before  expir- 
ing. The  wounded  of  the  enemy  could  not  be 
accurately  ascertained,  inasmuch  as  all  who 
were  not  too  badly  wounded  were  removed  on 
horseback  as  fast  as  they  fell.  Estimating  their 
wounded  by  the  number  killed,  in  the  same  ra- 
tio as  that  known  to  exist  on  our  part,  the 
wounded  may  be  given  at  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  which,  from  the  number  seen  in  the 
act  of  being  removed,  is  under  rather  than  over 
the  actual  loss.  Sixteen  of  their  severely 
wounded  fell  into  our  hands.  Thirty-five  pris- 
oners, with  seventeen  horses  and  all  then:  arms 
and  accoutrements,  were  captured. 

Among  the  prisoners  were  one  Captain  and 
several  non-commissioned  officers.  The  wounded 
on  both  sides  were  removed  at  once  to  Coffee- 
ville, and  every  care  taken  of  them.  The  dead 
were  buried  next  morning.  The  body  of  the 
Federal  Lieutenant  was  decently  buried,  and  the 
headstone  marked  so  that  it  could  be  recognized. 
The  body  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullough  was 
not  secured.  The  command  returned  to  its  first 
position  near  Coffeeville,  and  bivouacked  in  line 
of  battle.  The  whole  affair  was  a  complete  suc- 
cess, and  taught  the  enemy  a  lesson  I  am  sure 
they  will  not  soon  forget.  The  troops  behaved 
in  the  most  gallant  manner ;  officers  and  men 
emulated  each  other.  All  did  their  duty  nobly. 
I  take  especial  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  names 
of  Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Baldwin,  of  my  own 
division,  and  Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  (com- 
manding brigade  in  General  Rust's  division). 
These  officers  in  command  on  my  right  and  left, 
displayed  the  greatest  good  judgment  and  gal- 
lantry. The  brunt  of  the  battle  was  borne  l>y 
the  Ninth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dunlop  ;  Eighth 
Kentucky,  Colonel  H.  B.  Lyon  ;  the  Twenty- 
third  Mississippi,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCarley ; 
and  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi,  under  Major 
Parker. 

I  have  seldom  seen  greater  good  judgment  and 
impetuous  gallantry  shown  by  any  officers  or 
men.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Jackson, 
maintained  the  most  perfect  order,  and  were 
always  in  position  to  answer  an}7  summons.  The 
batteries  engaged  rendered  the  most  efficient 
service  up  to  the  time  of  my  ordering  the  ad- 
vance. The  first  shot  fired  from  the  Parrott 
^ns  of  Captain  Hedden's  battery,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Captain  Culbertson ,  Chief  of  Artil- 
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lery  of  my  division,  wounded  Colonel  Misner, 
and  killed  his  orderly  and  three  men.  These 
facts  were  related  by  a  non-commissioned  officer 
among  the  prisoners. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  those  of  my 
personal  staff  who  were  present  Major  Watts, 
Inspector-General ;  Major  Halliday,  Chief  Com- 
missary ;  Lieutenant  George  Moorman,  Aide-de- 
Camp  ;  Lieutenant  Tilghman,  Aide-de-Camp  ;  ren- 
dered the  most  efficient  and  valuable  service. 

I  notice  with  great  pleasure,  also,  Lieutenant 
Barbour,  commanding  my  body-guard,  together 
with  Lieutenant  Lundy,  of  that  company.  These 
officers  and  their  men  rendered  me  great  aid. 
The  timely  service  of  Lieutenant  Barbour,  on 
my  right  wing,  may  have  saved  us  probably  from 
serious  injury.  The  whole  force  engaged  on  our 


side  may  be  stated  as  not  exceeding  thirteen 
hundred  men,  whilst  the  enemy  is  known  to  have 
had  not  less  than  live  regiments,  numbering  not 
less  than  thirty-five  hundred  men.  Enclosed  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  a  correct  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  our  side. 

I  regret  the  absence  of  Captain  Powhatan 
Ellis,  Chief  of  Staff,  during  the  action.  He  was 
engaged  at  my  headquarters  in  an  important 
business ;  and  I  was  thus  deprived  of  his  val- 
uable services.  The  same  may  be  said  of  oth- 
ers of  my  staff  who  were  absent  on  duty  at 
various  points. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LLOYD  TILGHMAN. 

Commanding  First  Division,  First  Corps,  Army  West  Tenn. 


Casualties  in  the  Action. 


FIRST  BRIGADE  —  FIRST  DIVISION  —  FIBST  COBPS. 
W.  K.  BALDWIN,  COMMANDING. 

KILLED. 

WotJXDED. 

MISSING. 

TOTAL. 

Twenty-sixth  Mississippi,  Major  Parke  commanding           

3 

3 

1 

7 

Eighth  Kentucky  Colonel  Lyon  commanding                    

1 

6 

4 

11 

Twenty-third  Mississippi,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCarley  commanding.,  
Fourteenth  Mississippi  Major  W  L  Doss  coTnmanding           4 

2 

14 

3 

4 

20 
3 

SECOND  BHJGADB—  SECOND  DIVISION—  FIRST  CORPS. 
COLONEL  A,  P.  THOMPSON,  COMMANDING. 

Ninth  Arkansas  Volunteers      ..                     

1 

17 

1 

19 

Grand  Total       

I 

43 

10 

60 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  return,  as  reported. 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  First  Division. 


Doc.  57. 
THE  FALL  OF  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  LOVELL'S  REPORTS. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  1, 1 
JACKSON,  Miss.,  May  27,  1862.     j 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral, Richmond,  Virginia : 
SIR  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
my  report  of  events  attendant  upon  the  fall  of 
New  Orleans.      Also  the  reports  of    General 
Smith  and  General  Duncan,  the  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Higgins  and  Captain  Squires,  and 
a  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  these 
points. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVELL, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  LOVELL. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  1,1 
VICKSBURG,  May  22,  1862.      } 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- Gen- 
eral, Richmond,  Virginia : 
SIR  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 


the  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Duncan  and 
Smith,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  of 
the  operations  preceding  and  attendant  upon 
the  fall  of  New  Orleans. 

The  department  is  fully  aware,  from  my  offi- 
cial correspondence  and  telegraphic  despatches, 
of  the  exact  nature  of  the  defences  erected  for 
the  protection  of  that  city ;  consisting,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  of  an  exterior  line  of  forts  and  earth- 
works, intended  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  enemy,  and  an  interior  line 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  city,  which 
was  constructed  almost  entirely  with  reference 
to  repelling  any  attack  made  by  land  with  in- 
fantry. Where  this  line  crossed  the  river  below 
the  city,  it  was  intended  to  have  a  battery  of 
twelve  thirty-two  and  ten  forty-two-pounders, 
which  it  was  considered  would  enable  us  to  drive 
back  any  small  number  of  ships  that  might  suc- 
ceed in  passing  the  obstructions  at  the  forts, 
under  the  fire  of  their  guns.  But,  whether  suf- 
ficient or  not,  no  more  were  to  be  had,  and  sub- 
sequently, at  the  earnest  request  of  the  naval 
authorities,  I  transferred  the  forty-two-pounders 
to  the  steamers  Carondelet  and  Bienville,  for 
service  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  connection 
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with  Forts  Pike  and  Macomb.  Immediately 
after  I  assumed  command  of  the  department, 
finding  that  there  were  no  guns  of  the  heaviest 
calibre,  I  applied  to  Richmond,  Pensacola,  and 
other  points,  for  some  ten-inch  coltimbiads  and 
sea-coast  mortars,  which  I  considered  necessary 
to  the  defence  of  the  lower  river,  but  none 
could  be  spared  ;  the  general  impression  being 
that  New  Orleans  would  not  be  attacked  by  the 
river,  and  I  was  therefore  compelled  to  make 
the  best  possible  defence  with  the  guns  at  my 
disposal.  Twelve  forty-two-pounders  were  sent 
to  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  together  with 
a  large  additional  quantity  of  powder,  and  be- 
ing convinced  that  with  the  guns  of  inferior 
calibre  mounted  there  we  could  not  hinder 
steamers  from  passing,  unless  they  could  be 
detained  for  some  time  under  the  fire  of  the 
works,  I  pushed  forward  rapidly  the  construc- 
tion of  a  raft,  which  offered  a  complete  obstruc- 
tion to  the  passage  of  vessels  up  the  river,  ex- 
cept through  a  small  opening,  and  then  only 
one  at  a  time.  The  forts  had  seventy-five  or 
eighty  guns  that  could  be  brought  successively 
to  bear  upon  the  river,  were  manned  by  garri- 
sons of  well-trained  artillerists,  affording  a 
double  relief  to  each  gun,  and  commanded  by 
officers  who  had  no  superiors  in  any  service, 
tinder  these  circumstances,  although  I  feared 
the  high  water  in  the  Spring,  with  the  accom- 
panying drift,  would  carry  away  the  raft,  yet 
every  confidence  was  felt  that  the  river  would 
remain  closed  until  such  time  as  the  iron-clad 
steamers  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  could  be 
finished,  which  I  was  confidently  informed 
would  not  be  later  than  the  first  of  February. 
The  first  raft  constructed  was  not  carried  away 
by  the  high  water  and  drift  until  the  latter  part 
of  February.  But  with  funds  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal by  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  another 
was  placed  in  position  in  March,  by  the  ener- 
getic labors  of  Colonel  Higgins  and  others,  and 
the  position  was  again  temporarily  secure.  No 
heavy  guns  had  yet  been  received,  although 
strenuous  applications  were  made  by  me  to  get 
some  from  Pensacola,  when  that  place  was 
abandoned.  The  general  impression  of  all 
those  to  whom  I  applied  was,  that  the  largest 
guns  should  be  placed  above  New  Orleans,  not 
below,  although  I  had  notified  the  department, 
on  the  twenty-second  of  March,  that  in  my 
judgment  the  fleet  only  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  mortar  vessels  to  attempt  to  pass  up  the 
river  from  below.  By  means,  however,  of  an 
energetic  and  persevering  officer,  Major  W.  P. 
Duncan,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  three  ten- 
inch  columbiads  and  five  mortars  were  finally 
procured  and  brought  over  just  in  time  to  be 
put  up  as  the  firing  commenced.  Thinking  that 
the  enemy's  troops  at  Isle  Breton  were  intended 
to  land  at  Quarantine  and  act  in  rear  of  Fort  St. 
Philip,  I  ordered  Colonel  Sysmauski's  regiment 
of  ninety  days'  men,  armed  with  shot  guns,  to 
that  point  as  a  protection.  I  had,  likewise,  or- 
ganized two  companies  of  sharpshooters  and 
swamp  hunters,  under  Captains  Mullen  and  Lar- 


tique,  which  were  sent  down  for  operation  upon 
the  enemy's  vessels  from  the  banks  of  the  river, 
but  the  high  water  keeping  the  men  day  and 
night  nearly  waist  deep  in  water,  poon  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  their  positions.  I  will 
here  state  that  every  Confederate  soldier  in 
New  Orleans,  with  the  exception  of  one  com- 
pany, had  been  ordered  to  Corinth  to  join  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  in  March,  and  the  city  was 
only  garrisoned  by  about  three  thousand  ninety 
day  troops — called  out  by  the  Governor,  at  my 
request — of  whom  about  one  thousand  two 
hundred  had  muskets,  and  the  remainder  shot 
guns  of  an  indifferent  description. 

The  river  rose  rapidly  in  April,  and  soon 
drove  out  Sysmauski's  regiment,  which  was  re- 
moved to  the  west  bank,  about  six  miles  above 
Fort  Jackson.  The  whole  country  became  one 
vast  sheet  of  water,  which  rose  in  the  forts  and 
covered  places  heretofore  safe  from  its  encroach- 
ments. Under  the  tremendous  pressure  of  this 
current  and  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  the  second 
raft  was  broken  away  in  the  night  of  Friday, 
the  eleventh  of  April,  two  days  before  the  ene- 
my first  opened  fire.  The  fourteen  vessels  of 
Montgomery  River  defence  expedition  had  been 
ordered  by  the  department,  when  completed,  to 
be  sent  up  to  Memphis  and  Fort  Pillow,  but  be- 
lieving the  danger  of  attack  to  be  greater  from 
below,  I  detained  six  of  them  at  New  Orleans, 
of  which  change  the  department  was  fully  ad- 
vised. At  my  suggestion,  Governor  Moore  had 
also  fitted  up  two  steamers,  which  were  sent  to 
the  forts  below  the  city.  A  large  number  of 
fire-rafts  were  also  constructed  and  steered 
down,  and  two  small  steamers  were  employed 
for  the  special  purpose  of  towing  these  rafts 
into  position  where  they  could  be  most  effective, 
so  as  to  leave  the  armed  vessels  free  to  operate 
against  the  enemy.  I  telegraphed  General  Beau- 
regard  to  send  down  the  iron-clad  ram  Manassas, 
and  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ordered 
the  steamer  Louisiana  to  be  sent  also  up  the 
river,  I  protested  through  the  War  Department, 
being  satisfied  that  we  required  more  heavy 
guns  below.  She  was  eventually  permitted  to 
go  down  the  river  on  Sunday,  the  twentieth  of 
April,  but  not  in  a  condition  to  use  her  motive 
power  with  effect. 

It  was  hoped  that,  notwithstanding  this,  she 
would  be  able  to  assume  a  position  below  Fort 
St.  Philip,  discovering  the  location  of  the  mortar 
boats,  and  being  herself  proof  against  direct  fire, 
dislodge  the  enemy  with  her  guns,  which  were 
of  very  heavy  calibre.  Knowing,  also,  that  the 
incessant  bombardment  kept  General  Duncan 
closely  confined  to  Fort  Jackson,  so  that  he  could 
give  no  orders  to  the  river  defence  steamers, 
I  placed  the  whole  under  the  control  of  Captain 
Mitchell,  the  armed  steamers  as  well  as  the  tugs 
intended  to  tow  down  the  fire-rafts.  I  will  here 
state,  that  the  river  defence  fleet  proved  a  fail- 
ure, for  the  very  reasons  set  forth  in  my  letter  to 
the  department  of  the  fifteenth  of  April.  Unable 
to  govern  themselves,  and  unwilling  to  be  gov- 
erned by  others,  their  almost  total  want  of  sya- 
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tern,  vigflance,  and  discipline,  rendered  them 
useless  and  helpless,  when  the  enemy  finally 
dashed  upon  them  suddenly  in  a  dark  night.  I 
regret  very  much  that  the  department  did  not 
think  it  advisable  to  grant  my  request  to  place 
some  competent  head  in  charge  of  these  steam- 
ers. Learning,  subsequently,  that  the  Louisiana 
was  anchored  above  the  forts  and  that  the  fire- 
rafts  were  not  sent  down,  I  telegraphed  Captain 
Mitchell,  requesting  him  to  attend  to  it,  and 
afterwards  called  upon  Commodore  Whittle  and 
entreated  him  to  order  the  steamer  to  take  the 
desired  position  below  the  forts.  This  he  de- 
clined to  do,  but  telegraphed  Captain  Mitchell, 
telling  him  "  to  strain  a  point  to  place  the  vessel 
there,  if,  in  his  judgment,  it  was  advisable."  No 
change,  however,  was  made,  and  in  the  night  of 
the  twenty-third  March,  I  went  down  myself  in 
a  steamboat  to  urge  Captain  Mitchell  to  have 
the  Louisiana  anchored  in  the  position  indicated, 
also  to  ascertain  why  the  fire-rafts  were  not  sent 
down.  A  few  moments  after  the  attack  com- 
menced, and  the  enemy  succeeded  in  passing  with 
fourteen  ships,  as  described  in  General  Duncan's 
report,  and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  as  against 
ships  of  war,  was  over,  I  returned  at  once  to 
the  city,  narrowly  escaping  capture,  and  giving 
orders  to  General  Smith,  in  command  of  the  in- 
terior lines,  to  prepare  to  make  all  possible  re- 
sistance to  the  enemy's  fleet  at  the  earthwork 
batteries  below  the  town,  instructed  Colonel 
Lovell  to  have  several  steamers  ready  to  remove, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  commissary  and  ordnance 
stores,  being  satisfied  that  the  low  developments 
at  Chalmette  could  oifer  no  protracted  resistance 
to  a  powerful  fleet,  whose  guns,  owing  to  the 
high  water,  looked  down  upon  the  surface  of 
the  country,  and  could  sweep  away  any  number 
of  infantry  by  an  enfilading  fire.  These  lines, 
as  before  remarked,  were  intended  mainly  to 
repel  a  land  attack,  but  in  a  high  stage  of  water 
were  utterly  untenable  by  infantry  against  guns 
afloat.  It  having  been  reported  to  me  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  desperately  bold  men  could 
easily  be  got  together  to  board  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels and  carry  them  by  assault,  I  authorized 
Major  James  to  seize  such  steamers  as  might  be 
necessary  for  his  purpose,  and  to  attempt  it.  He 
called  for  one  thousand  men  by  public  adver- 
tisement, but  being  able  to  find  but  about  a  hun- 
dred who  would  undertake  it,  he  abandoned  the 
project.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  the 
enemy's  fleet  advanced  upon  the  batteries  and 
"opened  fire,  which  was  returned  with  spirit  by 
the  troops  as  long  as  their  powder  lasted,  but 
with  little  apparent  effect  upon  the  enemy.  The 
powder  intended  for  this  battery  of  thirty-two- 
pounders  had  been  transferred  by  me  to  the 
steamer  Louisiana  a  few  days  before,  under 
the  supposition  that  it  would  render  much 
better  service  from  her  heavy  rifles  and  shell 
guns  than  with  a  battery  of  light  thirty-twos. 
For  the  operations  at  these  works,  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  General  Smith's  re- 
port. The  greater  portion  of  the  ordnance 
stores,  provisions,  and  quarantine  property, 


were  sent  from  the  city  by  rail  or  steamer,  and 
a  portion  of  the  volunteers  also  took  the  cars 
for  Camp  Moore,  seventy-eight  miles  distant  on 
the  Jackson  Railroad..  The  greater  part  of  the 
ninety-days'  troops  disbanded  and  returned  to 
their  homes.  There  were  two  or  three  regi- 
ments and  smaller  bodies  of  men  raised  for  Con- 
federate service,  in  the  city  at  the  time,  but  be- 
ing entirely  without  arms  of  any  kind  they 
could  be  of  no  service,  and  were  also  ordered 
to  Camp  Moore.  I  adopted  this  course,  recogniz- 
ing the  perfect  absurdity  of  confronting  more 
than  one  hundred  guns  afloat  of  the  largest 
calibre,  well  manned  and  served,  and  looking 
down  upon  the  city,  with  less  than  three  thou- 
sand militia,  mostly  armed  with  indifferent  shot 
guns.  It  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  been  a 
wanton  and  criminal  waste  of  the  blood  of 
women  and  children,  without  the  possibility  of 
any  good  result,  for  the  enemy  had  only  to 
anchor  one  of  his  ships  at  Kenner  to  command 
the  Jackson  Railroad,  and  he  could  have  re- 
duced the  city  to  ashes  at  his  leisure,  without 
being  able  to  make  any  resistance  whatever. 

Why  he  did  not  occupy  Kenner  and  cut  off 
all  exit  from  the  city  immediately,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand. Presuming  that  he  would  do  so,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  I  had  requested  Captains  Poin- 
dexter  and  Gwathney,  of  the  navy,  to  have  all 
the  steamers  ready  in  Lake  Pontchartrain,  to 
carry  the  troops  over  to  Madisonville,  whence 
they  could  reach  Camp  Moore,  A  portion  of 
them  were  taken  over  by  this  route.  Knowing 
that  the  enemy  would  at  once  seize  the  Ope- 
kmsas  Railroad,  and  thus  cut  off  the  troops  oc- 
cupying the  works  on  the  coast  of  West  Louisi- 
ana, I  sent  orders  to  the  different  commanding 
officers  at  Ports  Livingston,  Guiorr,  Quitman, 
Berwick,  and  Chene,  to  destroy  their  guns,  and 
taking  their  small  arms,  provisions,  and  ammuni- 
tion, to  join  me  at  Camp  Moore.  Major  Joy 
brought  away  the  troops  at  the  two  latter  forts 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  but  those  at  the 
other  works  became  demoralized,  disbanded, 
and  retured  to  New  Orleans.  I  gave  verbal  in- 
structions to  Colonel  Fuller  to  have  the  garrisons 
of  Forts  Pike  and  Macomb,  battery  Bienvcrm,  and 
Tower  Dupre,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice,  as  their  posts  were  dependent  on  the 
city  for  provisions,  and  frequently  for  water. 
It  was  "understood  that  the  naval  steamers,  in 
connection  with  other  vessels. in  the  lake,  should 
bring  away  these  garrisons  when  called  upon  to 
do  so ;  and  after  my  arrival  at  Camp  Moore,  orders 
were  given  on  the  twenty-sixth  to.  go  for  them, 
as  I  had  been  informed  that  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip  had  been  surrendered.  Finding  that 
this  report  was  untrue,  I  immediately  counter- 
manded the  orders,  giving  instructions  that 
they  should  be  held  until  further  notice,  but  be- 
fore either  could  reach  Madisonville  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  whole  command  was  already  at 
Covington.  I  advised  Captain  Poindexter  to 
make  his  way  to  Mobile  with  his  armed  steam- 
ers, but  he  concluded  to  destroy  them.  We, 
however,  procured  from  them  some  of  the  guns 
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and  ordnance  stores,  which  I  ordered  immedi- 
ately to  Vicksburg,  to  be  put  in  position  there. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  Captain  Bailey,  of  the 
Federal  Navy,  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
city,  and  that  the  flags  should  be  taken  down, 
and  the  United  States  flag  put  up  on  the  mint, 
custom-house,  and  other  public  buildings.  To 
this  demand  I  returned  an  unqualified  refusal, 
declaring  that  I  would  not  surrender  the  city 
or  any  portion  of  my  command,  but  added,  that 
feeling  unwilling  to  subject  the  city  to  bombard- 
ment, and  recognizing  the  utter  impossibility  of 
removing  the  women  and  children.  I  should 
withdraw  my  troops  and  turn  it  over  to  the 
civil  authorities.  This  I  did  in  compliance  with 
the  expressed  opinion  of  all  the  prominent  citi- 
zens around  me — that  it  would  be  a  useless 
waste  of  blood,  without  being  productive  of 
any  beneficial  results  to  the  cause,  for  the  troops 
to  remain.  Captain  Bailey  then  returned  to  his 
ship,  under  escort  through  the  city,  at  his  own 
request,  of  two  officers  of  my  staff,  Colonel 
Lovell  and  Major  James,  and  I  then  advised  the 
Mayor  not  to  surrender  the  city,  nor  to  allow 
the  flags  to  be  taken  down  by  any  of  our  people, 
but  to  leave  it  to  the  enemy  to  take  them  down 
himself.  This  advice  was  followed  by  the  city 
authorities  ;  but  the  idea  being  held  out  in  their 
subsequent  correspondence  with  the  Federal 
officers,  that  they  were  placed  in  a  defenceless 
condition  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  but 
for  which  a  different  course  might  have  been 
pursued,  I  promptly  telegraphed  to  Major 
James,  of  my  staff,  then  in  the  city,  offering  to 
return  at  once  with  my  whole  command,  if  the 
citizens  felt  disposed  to  resist  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  remain  with  them  to  the  end.  I  had 
deliberately  made  up  my  mind,  that  although 
such  a  step  would  be  entirely  indefensible,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  yet  if  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  were  desirous  of  signalizing  their  pa- 
triotism and  devotion  to  the  cause  by  the  bom- 
bardment and  burning  of  their  city,  I  would  re- 
turn with  my  troops  and  not  leave  as  long  as 
one  brick  remained  upon  another.  The  only 
palliation  for  such  an  act  would  be,  that  it  would 
give  unmistakable  evidence  to  the  world  that  our 
people  were  in  deadly  earnest.  This  deter- 
mination, plainly  expressed  in  my  despatches 
to  Major  James  (herewith  transmitted  marked 
A),  was  read  by  him  to  the  Mayor,  and  ^ilso  to 
the  city  council,  in  presence  of  one  or  more 
prominent  citizens.  The  opinion  was  generally 
and  freely  expressed  by  the  Mayor  and  others, 
that  the  troops  ought  not  to  return.  (See 
report  of  Major  James,  hereunto  appended, 
marked  B.)  I  went  to  the  city  myself,  however, 
on  the  night  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  April,  and 
in  order  that  there  might  be  no  mistake,  made 
the  same  proposition  in  person  to  the  Mayor. 
He  said  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  for  the 
troops  to  return — that  such  a  step  would  only 
be  followed  by  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life,  with- 
out any  corresponding  benefit,  and  urged  de- 
cidedly that  it  be  not  done.  I,  however,  ad- 
dressed him  a  letter  (herewith  appended, 


marked  C)  declaring  my  willingness  to  return 
and  share  a  bombardment  with  them,  and 
waited  until  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  for 
an  answer,  but  receiving  none  in  writing  re- 
turned to  Camp  Moore.  The  same  proposition 
was  made  by  me,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  to 
several  prominent  citizens,  but  was  invariably 
discountenanced  by  them. 

For  a  week  after  the  withdrawal  of  the 
troops  I  had  a  number  of  officers  in  the  city, 
and  kept  trains  running  regularly,  which 
brought  out  a  large  amount  of  government 
property  and  stores,  as  weh1  as  those  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  Nearly  everything  was 
brought  away  except  the  heavy  guns  and  some 
property  which  persons  in  their  fright  had  de- 
stroyed, and  everything  might  have  been  saved 
had  not  persons  refused  to  work  for  my  officers, 
fearing  that  they  might  be  subjected  to  punish- 
ment by  the  enemy.  Many,  also,  refused  to 
work  for  Confederate  money,  which  occasioned 
some  delay  and  difficulty  in  the  removal  of 
stores.  I  feel  gratified,  however,  in  being  able 
to  state  that  we  brought  away  all  the  troops 
that  would  leave,  and,  including  the  property  of 
the  State,  a  greater  amount  in  value  than  be- 
longed to  the  government.  What  we  failed  to 
bring  was  from  inability  to  get  transportation. 
In  this  duty  I  was  mainly  assisted  by  Colonel 
Lovell,  Major  James,  Major  Bah1,  Captain  Vena- 
bles,  and  Lieutenant  McDonald,  to  whom  the 
government  is  greatly  indebted  for  the  safety  of 
much  valuable  property.  It  was  a  source  of 
great  distress  to  me  to  see  the  result  of  months 
of  toil  and  labor  swept  away  in  a  few  hours, 
but  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  mainly  attributable 
to  the  following  causes,  which  I  could  not  by 
any  possibility  control : 

1st.  The  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  guns 
of  heavy  calibre,  which  every  exertion  was 
made  to  procure,  without  success. 

2d.  The  failure  through  inefficiency  and  want 
of  energy  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  iron-clad  steamers  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  to  have  them  completed  in  the 
time  specified,  so  as  to  supply  the  place  of  ob- 
structions ;  and,  finally,  the  declension  of  the 
officers  in  charge  of  the  Louisiana  to  allow  her 
(though  not  entirely  ready)  to  be  placed  as  a 
battery  in  the  position  indicated  by  General 
Duncan  and  myself.  On  these  last  points  I  could 
only  advise  and  suggest,  as  they  appertained  to 
a  separate  and  independent  department,  over 
which  I  had  no  control  whatever.  (See  letter 
of  Major  James,  hereunto  appended,  marked  D.) 

Opened  fire  on  the  thirteenth  of  April,  which 
was  kept  up,  at  intervals,  for  five  days,  when 
the  mortars  opened,  and,  from  that  time,  with 
but  a  single  interruption  of  a  few  hours,  a  bom- 
bardment was  kept  up  for  seven  days  and 
nights,  which,  for  great  rapidity  and  accuracy  of 
range,  has  no  parallel.  More  than  twenty-five 
thousand  shells  were  thrown,  of  which  not  less 
than  one-third  fell  within  the  limits  of  Fort  Jack- 
son, yet  the  garrison  held  out,  although  wet, 
without  change  of  clothing,  and  exhausted  for 
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want  of  rest  and  regular  food,  with  a  heroic  en- 
durance which  is  beyond  all  praise.  That  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  passing  a  large  portion  of 
his  fleet  by  the  forts  on  a  dark  night,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  is  due  to  no  fault  of  the  garrison  of 
the  forts.  They  did  their  whole  duty,  nobly  and 
heroically,  and  had  they  been  seconded,  as  they 
should  have  been,  by  the  defences  afloat,  we 
should  not  have  to  record  the  fall  of  New 
Orleans. 

To  the  officers  of*  my  staff,  who  underwent 
months  of  severe  and  arduous  labor,  collecting 
supplies,  creating  resources,  with  the  most  lim- 
ited 'means,  and  preparing  all  sorts  of  materials 
and  munitions  of  war  by  ingenious  makeshifts,  I 
return  my  thanks.  Left  in  the  city  with  a  small 
force  of  badly  armed  militia,  all  opportunity  for 
distinction  or  glory  was  cut  off;  yet  they  never 
flagged  in  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  cause. 
When  the  country  knows  all  that  was  done,  and 
under  what  disadvantages  it  was  accomplished, 
I  feel  confident  that  their  verdict  will  do  ample 
justice  to  those  who  shared  equally  in  the  labors 
of  preparation,  while  they  were  denied  the 
glory  of  taking  part  in  the  defence.  The  battle 
for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  was  fought  and 
lost  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

The  extraordinary  and  remarkable  conduct  of 
the  garrisons  of  these  forts,  in  breaking  out  in 
open  mutiny,  after  covering  themselves  with 
glory  by  their  heroic  defence,  is  one  of  those 
strange  anomalies  for  which  I  do  not  pretend  to 
account.  The  facts  are  recorded  and  speak  for 
themselves.  The  causes  will,  probably,  never 
be  known  in  full. 

For  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  forts,  and  the  engagements  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  fleets  by  them  and 
the  batteries  at  Chalmette,  you  are  respectfully 
referred  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  Gen- 
erals Duncan  and  Smith.  There  were  no  bat- 
teries except  at  these  two  points,  for  the  reason 
that  no  guns  could  be  procured  to  place  in  them. 
I  had  frequent  occasion  to  regret  that  it  was 
found  impossible  to  give  me  control  of  the  de- 
fences afloat  as  well  as  here.  A  single  control- 
ling head  might  have  made  all  the  resources 
more  available  and  efficient  in  working  out  the 
desired  result. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.    LOVELL, 
Major-General,  commanding. 

(A.) 

CAMP  MOORE,  April  28,  1862. 
Major  James,  New  Orleans : 

If  the  people  are  willing  to  stand  the  result,  I 
will  bring  four  thousand  five  hundred  men  down, 
as  soon  as  I  can  give  them  arms  and  powder, 
and  stay  as  long  as  a  brick  remains.  It  is  their 
interest  I  am  endeavoring  to  consult,  not  the 
safety  of  my  men.  I  have  nothing  but  infantry 
and  two  batteries  of  field  artillery,  which  would 
be  of  no  use  against  ships.  I  will  come  down 
myself  if  they  wish  it,  and  bring  the  men  along 


as  fast  as  ready.  They  are  newly  raised  regi- 
ments, and  are  being  now  armed  arid  equipped, 
as  you  know.  Can  begin  to  bring  them  down  to- 
morrow, if  that  is  the  desire  of  the  citizens. 
Shah1  I  come  down  myself  to-night  ?  Will  do  so 
if  I  can  be  of  any  assistance,  and  leave  General 
Smith  to  complete  the  organization,  and  bring 
down  the  five  regiments  when  ready.  The  citi- 
zens must  decide  as  to  the  consequences.  I 
will  come  if  it  is  wished,  cheerfully. 

M.    LOVELL, 
Major -General,  commanding. 

CAMP  MOORE,  April  28, 1862. 

Major  James,  New  Orleans  : 

I  shall  start  down  myself  with  an  aid  now, 
and  am  perfectly  ready,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
city,  to  hold  it  to  the  end.  It  is  for  them  to  say, 
not  me. 

M.  LOVELL, 
Major-Geneial,  commanding, 

(B.) 

General  M.  Lovell: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  while  I 
was  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  April,  executing  your  orders  to  assist 
in  removing  the  government  and  State  property, 
and  while  the  negotiations  were  going  on  be- 
tween the  city  authorities  and  the  Federal  offi- 
cers for  the  surrender,  I  was  informed  that  the 
nature  of  the  replies  to  the  naval  commander 
was  such  as  to  throw  some  censure  upon  your- 
self, for  leaving  them,  as  the  Mayor  styled  it, 
without  military  protection. 

I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  this 
immediately,  the  result  of  which  was  the  en- 
closed despatches  from  you,  offering  to  return 
with  your  troops,  and  afford  them  all  the  pro- 
tection in  your  power,  but  that  the  responsibility 
of  any  results  that  might  ensue  must  rest  upon 
the  citizens  themselves.  I  read  your  despatches 
to  the  city  council,  which  was  then  in  session, 
in  presence  of  Mr.  Pierre  Soule,  who  happened 
to  be  there  at  the  time.  That  gentleman,  who 
seemed  to  speak  for  the  Mayor  and  council, 
most  emphatically  declared  that  you  ought  not 
to  return  with  your  troops,  as  did  also  the  Mayor 
and  members  of  the  council.  Several  of  them, 
however,  declared  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
have  you  return  alone,  and  see  matters  for  your- 
self, to  which  effect  I  telegraphed  you.  You 
came  -to  the  city  that  evening,  with  a  single 
Aide-de-Camp,  and  went  with  me  to  the  Mayor's 
house,  where  you,  in  my  presence,  told  him 
that  the  citizens  should  have  no  cause  to  say 
that  they  were  obliged  to  submit  for  want  of 
military  protection;  that  you  were  ready  and 
willing  to  bring  your  whole  command  into  the 
city  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  undergo  a 
bombardment  with  them,  if  that  was  their  de- 
sire. That  you  had  withdrawn,  to  enable  the 
citizens  to  decide  the  matter  for  themselves,  as 
it  was  they,  and  not  you,  who  had  their  families 
and  property  at  stake.  In  reply,  the  Mayor 
earnestly  declined  your  offer,  stating  that  you 
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had  done  all  in  your  power,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  useless  waste  of  life  to  bring  the  troops 
into  the  city.  He  also  urged  you,  by  all  means, 
to  retire  from  the  city  for  your  own  safety,  and 
subsequently  asked  me  to  persuade  you  to  leave 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  he  would  be  hung  if  the 
United  States  authorities  found  you  were  at  his 
house. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  JAMES, 

Volunteer  Aide-de-Camp. 

(C.) 
HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  No.  1,  NEW  ORLEANS, 

Hon.  John  T.  Monroe,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans : 
SIR  :  When  the  enemy,  having  succeeded  in 
passing  our  defences  on  the  river  with  his  fleet, 
anchored  abreast  the  city,  it  was  apparent  that 
the  infantry  troops  under  my  command  could 
offer  no  effectual  resistance,  and  their  presence 
would  only  serve  as  a  pretext  and  justification 
for  them  to  open  their  guns  upon  a  city  crowded 
with  women  and  children,  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  remove.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
determined  at  once  to  withdraw  my  troops,  and 
leave  it  to  the  citizens  themselves  to  agree  upon 
the  course  of  action  to  be  pursued,  in  relation 
to  the  welfare  of  their  families  and  property. 
I  now  beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  it  is  the  deter- 
mination of  the  people  of  the  city  to  hold  it  at 
any  and  'all  hazards,  I  will  return  with  my 
troops,  and  share  the  danger  with  them.  That 
my  return  will  be  followed  by  bombardment,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  certain ;  but  if  that  is  the  con- 
clusion come  to,  I  will  afford  all  the  protection 
in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.    LOVELL, 
Major-General,  commanding. 

(D.) 
CAMP  MOORE,  April  30,  1862. 

General  M.   Lovell,    Commanding    Department 

No.  I: 

GENERAL  :  At  your  request,  upon  my  return 
from  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  I  accompanied 
you  to  call  upon  Commodore  Whittle,  of  the 
navy,  at  his  headquarters  in  New  Orleans,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  that  officer,  if  possible, 
to  place  the  iron-clad  gunboat  Louisiana  in  a 

Eosition  below  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
rom  which  she  could  enfilade  the  position  of 
the  enemy's  mortar  fleet,  and  drive  them  from 
it,  thereby  relieving  the  forts,  for  a  time  at 
least,  from  the  heavy  bombardment  then  going 
on,  which  would  allow  Brigadier-General  Dun- 
can to  make  such  repairs  as  were  necessary,  and 
what  was  equally  necessary,  give  the  garrison 
some  rest.  The  position  designated  for  the  ves- 
sel to  be  placed  in  was  in  an  eddy  upon  the 
Fort  St.  Philip  side  of  the  river,  and  under  the 
protection  of  the  guns  of  both  forts,  and  en- 
tirely out  of  the  line  of  the  bombardment ;  and 
it  would  require  a  change  of  position  of  the 


mortar  fleet  to  enable  them  to  strike  the  vessel 
with  shell,  if  she  could  have  been  struck  at  all. 
All  these  facts  were  fully  explained  by  yourself 
to  Commodore  Whittle,  and  he  was  requested 
by  you,  by  all  means,  to  place  the  vessel  in  said 
position,  even  if  she  was  lost,  as  the  maintain- 
ing the  position  then  held  by  your  troops  in  the 
forts,  without  this  assistance,  was  merely  a 
question  of  time.  To  this  earnest  appeal  upon 
your  part,  Commodore  Whittle  telegraphed  to 
Commander  Mitchell,  of  the  fleet  stationed  just 
above  the  forts,  "  to  strain  a  point,  if  in  his 
judgment  it  was  necessary,  to  comply  with  your 
request,  and  place  the  Louisiana  in  the  position 
before  spoken  of."  As  the  result  shows,  the 
request  of  Commodore  Whittle  to  Commander 
Mitchell  was  not  complied  with. 

I  make  this  statement  voluntarily,  in  order 
that,  if  ever  the  question  of  the  defences  of 
New  Orleans  should  arise,  that  you  can  have 
every  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  not  certainly 
the  want  of  proper  exertions  on  the  part  of  the 
land  forces  which  caused  the  faU  of  New 
Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  JAMES, 

Volunteer  Aide-de-Camp. 

JIEPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  J.  K.  DUXCAN. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.,  April  30,  1862. 

Major  J.  G.  Pickett,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
Department  No.  1,  Camp  Moore,  La. : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  La.,  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
twenty-fourth  of  April,  1862  : 

About  the  twenty-seventh  of  March  I  was 
informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Higgins,  com- 
manding Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  compos- 
ing a  part  of  the  coast  defences  under  my  com- 
mand, that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  crossing  the 
bars,  and  entering  the  Mississippi  river  in  force. 
In  consequence,  I  repaired  at  once  to  that  post, 
to  assume  the  general  command  of  the  threat- 
ened attack  upon  New  Orleans,  which  I  had 
always  anticipated  would  be  made  from  that 
quarter.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  that  Fort 
Jackson  was  suffering  severely  from  transpira- 
tion and  backwater,  occasioned  by  the  excessive 
rise  in  the  river,  and  the  continued  prevalence 
of  strong  easterly  winds.  Notwithstanding 
every  effort  which  could  be  made,  the  water 
kept  daily  increasing  upon  us,  partly  owing  to 
the  sinking  of  the  entire  site,  and  to  the  natural 
lowness  of  the  country  around  it,  until  the  pa- 
rade-plain and  casemates  were  very  generally 
submerged  to  the  depth  of  from  three  to  eigh- 
teen inches.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty, 
and  only  then  by  isolating  the  magazines,  and 
by  pumping  day  and  night,  that  the  water 
could  be  kept  out  of  them. 

As  the  officers  and  men  were  all  obliged  to 
live  in  these  open  and  submerged  casemates, 
they  were  greatly  exposed  to  discomfort  and 
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sickness,  as  their  clothing  and  feet  were  always 
wet.  The  most  of  their  clothing  and  blankets, 
besides,  were  lost  by  the  fire  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. Fort  St.  Philip,  from  the  same  causes, 
was  in  a  similar  condition,  but  to  a  lesser 
extent. 

No  attention  having  been  previously  paid  to 
the  repeated  requisitions  for  guns  of  heavy 
calibre  for  these  forts,  it  became  necessary,  in 
their  present  condition,  to  bring  in  and  mount, 
and  to  build  the  platforms  for  the  three  ten- 
inch  and  three  eight-inch  columbiads,  the  rifled 
forty-two  pounder,  and  the  five  ten-inch  sea- 
coast  mortars,  recently  obtained  from  Pensacola 
on  the  evacuation  of  that  place,  together  with 
the  two  rifled  seven-inch  guns,  temporarily  bor- 
rowed from  the  'naval  authorities  in  New 
Orleans.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  pre- 
pare the  old  water  battery  to  the  rear  of  and 
below  Fort  Jackson,  which  had  never  been 
completed,  for  the  reception  of  a  portion  of 
these  guns,  as  well  as  to  construct  mortar-proof 
magazines  and  shell  rooms  within  the  same. 

In  consequence,  also,  of  the  character  of  the 
expected  attack  by  heavy  mortars,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  cover  all  the  main  maga- 
zines at  both  forts  with  eand*bags  to  a  consider- 
able depth,  to  protect  them  against  a  vertical 
fire. 

After  great  exertions,  cheerfully  made  by 
both  officers  and  men,  and  by  working  the  gar- 
risons by  reliefs  night  and  day,  this  work  was 
all  accomplished  by  the  thirteenth  of  April.  No 
sooner  had  the  two  rifled  seven-inch  navy  guns 
been  placed  in  position,  however,  than  orders 
arrived  to  dismount  one  of  them  immediately, 
and  to  send  the  same  to  the  city  at  once,  to  be 
placed  on  board  of  the  iron-clad  steamer 
Louisiana.  I  strongly  remonstrated  against 
this  removal,  by  telegraph,  but  was  informed  in 
reply  that  the  orders  were  imperative,  and  that 
the  gun  must  be  sent  without  fail.  It  was 
accordingly  sent,  but  with  great  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  overflow  and  the  other  causes  stated. 
The  garrisons  of  both  forts  were  greatly  fatigued 
and  worn  out  by  these  labors,  performed  as 
they  were  under  pressure,  and  within  sight  of 
the  enemy,  and  owing  to  the  many  discomforts 
and  disadVantages  we  were  laboring  under,  in 
consequence  of  high  water.  In  the  mean  time 
I  had  called  upon  the  General  commanding  the 
department,  for  two  regiments,  to  be  stationed 
at  the  quarantine  buildings,  six  miles  above  the 
forts,  to  act  as  a  reserve  force,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  forts,  in  case  of  a  combined  land  and 
water  attack.  I  also  asked  for  Captain  W.  G. 
Mullen's  company  of  scouts  and  sharpshooters, 
to  be  stationed  in  the  woods  below  Fort  Jack- 
son, on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  picking  off  the  officers  and  men  from 
the  enemy's  vessels,  when  assuming  their  sev- 
eral positions  of  attack.  Captain  Mullen's  com- 
pany, of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
men,  was  sent  down  as  requested,  and  stationed 
in  part  in  the  point  of  woods  below  Fort  Jack- 
eon,  and  the  remainder  on  the  Fort  St.  Philip 


side,  opposite  the  raft  obstructing  the  river. 
The  Chalmette  regiment,  consisting  of  about 
five  hundred  men,  Colonel  Sysmauskie  com- 
manding, was  sent  to  the  quarantine.  A  part  of 
it  was  stationed  there,  and  company  detach- 
ments were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  several 
canals  leading  from  the  river  into  the  back  bays 
of  the  same,  to  guard  against  a  land  force  being 
thrown  in  launches  above  us. 

Four  steamers  of  the  river  fleet,  protected, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  made  shot-proof  with 
cotton  bulk-heads,  and  prepared  with  iron 
prows  to  act  as  rams,  viz.,  the  Warrior,  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  Defiance,  and  Resolute,  command- 
ed by  Captains  Stephenson,  Philips,  McCoy,  and 
Hooper,  respectively,  were  sent  down  to  report 
to  and  co-operate  with  me.  The  steamers  Gov- 
ernor Moore  and  General  Quitman,  prepared  as 
those  before  mentioned,  and  commanded  by 
Captains  B.  Kennon  and  A.  Grant,  were  sent 
down  in  like  manner  to  co-operate  with  the 
forts,  and  ram  such  vessels  of  the  enemy  as 
might  succeed  in  passing.  The  naval  authori- 
ties also  sent  down  the  C.  S.  steam  ram  Manassa, 
Captain  Warly,  C.  S.  navy,  commanding.  She 
was  stationed  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Jack- 
son, with  her  steam  up  constantly,  to  act  against 
the  enemy  as  occasion  might  offer.  Subsequent- 
ly, also,  Captain  F.  B.  Renshaw,  C.  S.  navy, 
arrived  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  Jackson. 
The  raft  of  logs  and  chains,  which  had  formerly 
been  placed  across  the  river,  having  proven  a 
failure,  upon  the  rise  in  the  stream  and  the  con- 
stant velocity  of  the  drift>bearing  current,  a  new 
obstruction  had  been  placed  •  across  the  river, 
opposite  Fort  Jackson,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  E. 
Higgins,  prior  to  his  assumption  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  forts.  This  consisted  of  a  line  of 
schooners  anchored  at  intervals,  with  bows  up 
stream,  and  thoroughly  chained  together  amid- 
ships, as  well  as  stern  and  stem.  The  rigging, 
ratlines,  and  cable,  were  left  to  trail  astern  of 
these  schooners,  as  an  additional  impediment,  to 
tangle  in  the  propeller  wheels  of  the  enemy. 
This  schooner  raft  was  seriously  damaged  by 
the  wind  storm  on  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of 
April,  which  parted  the  chains,  scattered  the 
schooners,  and  materially  affected  its  character 
and  effectiveness  as '  an  obstruction. 

In  addition  to  the  wind,  the  raft  was  also  much 
damaged  by  allowing  some  of  the  fire-barges  to 
et  loose  and  drift  against  it,  through  the  care- 
issness  of  those  having  them  in  charge.  A 
large  number  of  these  fire-barges  were  tied 
to  the  banks  above  both  forts,  ready  at  all 
times  to  be  towed  into  the  current,  and 
against  the  enemy,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
firing  his  ships,  and  to  light  up  the  river  by 
night  to  insure  the  accuracy  of  our  fire.  My  in- 
structions to  the  river  fleet,  under  Captain  Ste- 
phenson (see  attached  document  A),  were  to  be 
in  the  stream  above  the  raft,  with  such  boats  as 
had  stern  guns,  in  order  to  assist  the  forts  with 
their  fire,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  the 
passage,  as  well  as  to  turn  in  and  ram  at  all 
hazards,  all  such  vessels  as  might  succeed  in 
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getting  above  the  raft  He  was  also  required 
to  take  entire  control  of  the  fire-barges  (see  at- 
tached document  B),  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy 
above  the  head  of  the  passes,  and  to  keep  a 
watch  boat  below  every  night,  near  the  point  of 
woods,  to  signal  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
The  diagram  will  illustrate  all  the  points  referred 
to  in  this  report. 

The  same  instructions  were  given  to  Captains 
Kennon  and  Grant,  and,  upon  his  arrival,  Cap- 
tain Renshaw  was  duly  informed  of  the  arrange- 
ments made,  in  which  he  promised  heartily  to 
co-operate.  While  the  enemy  remained  at  the 
head  of  the  passes,  twenty-two  and  a  half  miles 
below  the  forts,  and,  subsequently,  when  he 
came  up  to  the  Jump,  or  Wilder 's  Bayou,  the 
boats  of  the  river  fleet  took  turns  in  running 
down  and  watching  his  movements.  For  a  few 
nights,  also,  at  this  tune,  one  of  them  was  kept 
below  as  a  guard  boat.  We  had  telegraphic 
communication,  besides,  down  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Jumps,  nine  miles  below  the  forts, 
which,  together  with  scouts  operating  in  the 
bays  t&  the  east  and  west  of  the  river,  in  skiffs 
and  perogues,  kept  us  duly  posted,  meanwhile, 
of  the  enemy's  movements  below,  as  far  down 
as  the  South-west  Pass.  The  enemy  was  not, 
meanwhile,  idle  in  the  interim.  His  large  ves- 
sels worked  over  the  South-west  Bar,  after  fail- 
ing to  make  an  entrance  at  Pass  a  1'Outre,  and 
the  mortar  fleet  was  brought  up  as  far  as  the 
South-west  Pilot  Station,  where  the  mortars 
were  scaled  and  afterwards  tested.  From  seven 
to  thirteen  steam  sloops  of  war  and  gunboats 
were  constantly  kept  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes 
or  at  the  Jump,  to  cover  his  operations  below, 
and  to  prevent  our  observing  his  movements 
fty  way  of  the  river.  By  gradual  and  regular 
approaches  he  carefully  closed  up  the  forts,  day 
by  day,  and  opened  the  attack  as  hereinafter  de- 
tailed. 

April  9. 

One  of  our  reconnoitring  steamers  was  chased 
and  followed  up  by  two  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats as  far  as  the  point  of  woods  below  Fort 
Jackson,  but  were  soon  forced  to  retire  by  a 
few  shots  from  our  batteries.  This  was  his  first 
reconnoissance  and  our  fire  was  not  returned. 

April  13. 

Several  of  tlie  hostile  gunboats  again  came  up 
to  make  observations.  They  would  occasionally 
show  themselves,  singly  or  in  pairs,  above  the 
point  of  woods,  and  exchange  a  few  shots  with 
the  forts,  and  then  retire  again  behind  the  point. 
Our  sharpshooters  obtained  a  few  shots  on  this 
occasion,  but  with  very  partial  result,  owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  surrounding  country  and  the 
extreme  rise  in  the  river.  Many  of  the  men 
were  up  to  their  waists  in  water,  and  in  conse- 
quence, sickness  prevailed  among  them,  and  un- 
fitted them  for  duty. 

The  enemy  spent  the  principal  part  of  the  day 
in  firing  grape  and  canister,  and  in  shelling  the 
woods  to  drive  them  out.  This  was  repeated 
the  following  day,  the  enemy  not  coming  with- 


in range  or  sight  of  the  forts,  but  confining  him- 
self to  shelling  the  woods  below.  The  sharp- 
shooters were  all  driven  out  by  this  second  day's 
firing.  Our  telegraphic  communication  below 
was  also  broken  up,  as  the  wires  were  removed, 
and  many  of  the  posts  cut  and  torn  down  by  the 
enemy. 

There  being  no  other  point,  above  or  below, 
where  the  sharpshooters  could  profitably  act  in 
that  capacity,  and  as  many  of  them  were  unfit 
for  duty  from  exposure,  I  deemed  it  advisable 
to  dispense  with  their  services  and  send  them 
to  the  city,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

It  being  of  the  highest  importance,  however,  to 
keep  up  the  telegraphic  communication  below, 
Lieutenant  T.  J.  Royster's  Company,  sappers  and 
miners,  Twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers, 
volunteered  his  services  with  fifteen  men  of  his 
company,  to  act  as  sharpshooters  in  perogues, 
and  cover  the  operator  in  repairing  the  line  and 
re-establishing  the  connection  with  the  forts 
above,  as  well  as  to  annoy  the  enemy.  This 
also  failed,  from  the  great  difficulty  of  managing 
the  perogues  effectively  in  the  dense  under- 
growth of  the  swampy  woods  below,  and  the 
telegraph  and  the  sharpshooters  had  to  be  aban- 
doned in  consequence. 

April  15. 

The  enemy  brought  up  his  whole  fleet,  ex- 
tending the  same  from  the  Head  of  the  Passes 
to  the  point  of  woods  below  the  forts.  Orders 
were  repeatedly  given  to  Captain  Stephenson,  of 
the  river  fleet,  to  cause  the  fire-barges  to  be 
sent  down  nightly  upon  the  enemy  ;  but  every 
attempt  seemed  to  prove  a  perfect  abortion,  the 
barges  being  cut  adrift  too  soon,  so  that  they 
drifted  against  the  banks  directly  under  the 
forts,  firing  our  wharves  and  lighting  us  up,  but 
obscuring  the  position  of  the  enemy.  In  con- 
sequence, I  turned  the  control  of  them,  as  well  as 
the  boats  employed  to  tow  them  into  the  stream, 
over  to  Captain  Renshaw,  the  senior  naval  offi- 
cer present.  I  also  directed  Captains  Kennon 
and  Grant  to  report  to  him  for  orders,  as  I  found 
great  difficulty  in  communicating  with  or  con- 
trolling the  vessels  afloat,  and  directed  Captain 
Stephenson,  with  his  four  boats,  to  co-operate 
with  Captain  Renshaw  in  every  possible  way. 
These  boats  of  the  river  fleet,  it  seemed,  could 
not  be  turned  over  directly  to  the  immediate 
command  of  naval  officers,  owing  to  certain  con- 
ditions imposed  by  the  Navy  Department. 

April  16. 

From  half-past  seven  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  came  round  the  point  repeatedly 
for  observation,  but  were  invariably  forced  to 
retire  by  our  fire.  In  the  meantime  he  was  lo- 
cating the  position  of  the  mortar-flotilla,  com- 
posed of  twenty-one  schooners,  each  mounting 
one  thirteen-inch  mortar  and  other  guns,  close 
against  the  bank  on  the  Fort  Jackson  side,  and 
behind  the  point  of  woods.  At  half-past  four 
o'clock  p.  M.,  the  enemy  run  out  a  gunboat  and 
fired  upon  the  fort,  under  cover  of  which  two 
mortar-boats  were  brought  out  into  the  stream. 


DOCUMENTS. 


669 


These  boats  opened  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson  at 
five  P.  M.,  which  was  continued  for  an  hour  and 
a  half,  the  enemy,  under  our  fire,  retiring  behind 
the  point  of  woods. 

One  fire-barge  sent  down  successfully  against 
the  enemy  at  four  o'clock  A.  M.,  which  drifted  in 
among  his  vessels  and  was  fired  upon  by  them, 
creating  considerable  movement  and  perturba- 
tion. During  the  day  Captains  Renshaw,  Ken- 
non,  Seant,  Stephenson,  and  Hooper  passed  in 
turn  with  their  boats  below  the  raft,  now  very 
much  disconnected  and  scattered,  and  exchanged 
a  few  shots  with  the  hostile  gunboats  and  mor- 
tar-boats. 

Two  more  abortive  attempts  were  made  to 
send  down  fire-barges  against  the  enemy  during 
the  night. 

April  18. 

At  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
Fort  Jackson  with  his  entire  mortar-fleet  of 
twenty-one  "vessels,  and  with  rifled  guns  from 
his  gunboats.  Fifteen  of  them  were  concealed 
behind  the  point  of  woods,  and  the  other  six 
hauled  out  in  the  stream  at  an  angle  with  them 
(see  diagram),  just  at  the  extreme  range  of  our 
heaviest  guns.  Our  fire  disabled  one  gunboat 
and  one  mortar-boat,  causing  those  in  the 
stream  to  retire  behind  the  cover  of  thq§ 
woods.  Generally  our  shots  fell  short  for  lack 
of  elevation,  and  in  conseqence  of  the  inferi- 
ority of  our  powder  compared  to  that  of  the 
enemy.  Even  our  nearest  gun — a  ten-inch  sea- 
coast  mortar — would  not  reach  his  boats  with 
the  heaviest  charges.  The  enemy  ceased  firing 
at  seven  o'clock  p.  M.,  having  fired  this  day  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven  mortar 
shells. 

The  quarters  in  the  bastions  were  fired  and 
burned  down  early  in  the  day,  as  well  as  the 
quarters  immediately  without  the  fort.  The 
citadel  was  set  on  fire  and  extinguished  several 
times  during  the  first  part  of  the  day ;  but  later 
it  became  impossible  to  put  out  the  flames,  so 
that  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  it  was  one 
burning  mass,  greatly  endangering  the  maga- 
zines, which,  at  the  time,  were  reported  to  be 
on  fire.  Many  of  the  men,  and  most  of  the  offi- 
cers, lost  their  bedding  and  clothing  by  these 
fires,  which  greatly  added  to  the  discomforts  of 
the  overflow.  The  mortar  fire  was  accurate  and 
terrible,  many  of  the  shells  falling  everywhere 
within  the  fort,  and  disabling  some  of  our  best 
guns.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  naval  forces  to 
carry  down  fire-barges  against  the  enemy  BO  as 
to  disperse  it,  but  they  were  all  let  go  above  the 
raft,  and  with  such  a  lack  of  judgment  that 
they  only  lodged  under  the  forts  and  did  not 
reach  the  enemy. 

(See  attached  document  C.) 

None  of  the  boats  acted  as  a  guard-boat  be- 
low the  raft  at  night,  so  that  in  consequence  the 
enemy  sent  up  two  launches  to  examine  the 
character  of  the  raft  obstructing  the  river. 

April  19. 
The  mortar-fleet  again  opened  at  half-past  six 


o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  fire  was  constantly  kept 
up  throughout  the  day.  Gunboats  constantly 
came  above  the  point  during  the  day  to  en- 
gage the  forts,  but  were  as  constantly  driven 
back  by  our  fire.  One  of  them  we  crippled, 
which  was  towed  behind  the  point  of  woods. 
The  enemy's  fire  was  excellent,  a  large  portion 
of  his  shells  falling  within  Fort  Jackson.  The 
terre-plain,  parade-plain,  parapets,  and  platforms 
were  very  much  cut  up,  as  well  as  much  dam- 
age done  to  the  casemates.  The  magazines 
were  considerably  threatened,  and  one  shell 
passed  through  into  the  casemates  containing 
fixed  ammunition.  Qne  ten-inch  and  one  eight- 
inch  columbiad,  one  thirty-two  and  one  twenty- 
four  pounder,  and  one  ten-inch  siege  mortar, 
were  disabled  in  the  main  work.  Also  two 
thirty-two-pounders  in  the  water  battery. 

Bombardment  continued  very  regularly  and 
accurately  aU  night.  Failures  again  made  in 
sending  down  fire-barges. 

April  20. 

Some  rain  in  the  morning.  Bombardment 
constant  throughout  the  day,  with  occasional 
shots  from  the  gunboats  around  the  point. 
Wind  very  high.  No  fire-barges  sent  down  to 
light  up  the  river  or  distract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  at  night.  In  consequence,  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  p.  M.,  under  cover  of 
the  heaviest  shelling  during  the  bombardment 
thus  far,  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  came  up 
in  the  darkness  and  attempted  to  cut  the  chains 
of  the  raft  and  drag  off  the  schooners.  A  heavy 
fire  was  opened  upon  her,  which  caused  her  to 
retire,  but  not  until  she  had  partially  accom- 
plished her  purpose.  The  raft  after  this  could 
not  be  regarded  as  an  obstruction.  The  fire 
continued  uninterruptedly  all  night. 

April  21. 

Firing  continued  all  day  and  all  night  without 
interruption.  Several  guns  disabled,  pisabled 
guns  were  repaired,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  often 
as  accidents  happened  to  them  or  their  platforms. 
Fort  Jackson  by  this  time  was  in  need  of  exten- 
sive repairs  almost  everywhere,  and  it  was  with 
extreme  pleasure  that  we  learned  of  the  arrival, 
during  the  night,  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Lou- 
isiana, under  the  cover  of  whose  heavy  guns 
we  expected  to  make  the  necessary  repairs. 

April  22. 

By  the  direction  of  the  Major-General  com- 
manding the  department,  everything  afloat,  in- 
cluding the  towboats,  and  the  entire  control  of 
the  fire-barges,  was  turned  over  to  Captain  John 
K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  C  S. 
Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River.  I  also 
gave  Captain  Mitchell  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
our  best  men  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Gaud}7,  and  Cap- 
tain Ryan,  to  serve  a  portion  of  the  guns  of  the 
Louisiana,  and  to  act  as  sharpshooters  on  the 
same  vessel.  In  an  interview  with  Captain 
Mitchell,  on  the  morning  of  this  date,  I  learned 
that  the  motive  power  of  the  Louisiana  was 
not  likely  to  be  completed  within  any  reason- 
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able  time,  and  that  in  consequence  it  was  not 
within  the  range  of  probabilities  that  she  could 
be  regarded  as  an  aggressive  steamer,  or  that 
she  could  be  brought  into  the  pending  action  in 
that  character.  As  an  iron-clad,  invulnerable 
floating-battery,  with  sixteen  guns  of  the  heavi- 
est calibre,  however,  she  was  then  as  complete 
as  she  would  ever  be.  Fort  Jackson  had  already 
undergone,  and  was  still  subjected  to,  a  terrible 
fire  of  thirteeri-inch  mortar  shells,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  relieve  at  once,  to  prevent  the  dis- 
abling of  all  the  best  guns  at  that  fort.  And 
although  Fort  St.  Philip  partially  opened  out 
the  point  of  woods  concealing  the  enemy,  and 
gallantly  attempted  to  dislodge  him  or  draw  his 
fire,  he  nevertheless  doggedly  persisted  in  his 
one  main  object,  of  battering  Fort  Jackson. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  considered  that 
the  Louisiana  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  bat- 
tery, and  that  her  best  possible  position  would 
be  below  the  raft,  close  in  on  the  Fort  St. 
Philip's  shore,  where  her  fire  could  dislodge  the 
mortar-boats  from  behind  the  point  of  woods, 
and  give  sufficient  respite  to  Fort  Jackson  to 
repair  in  extenso.  This  position  (X  on  the 
diagram  herewith  sent)  would  give  us  three 
direct  and  cross-fires  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
proaches, and  at  the  same  time  insure  the  Lou- 
isiana from  a  direct  assault,  as  she  would  be 
immediately  under  the  guns  of  both  forts. 
Accordingly,  I  earnestly  and  strongly  urged 
these  views  upon  Captain  Mitchell,  in  a  letter 
of  this  date  (copy  lost)  but  without  avail,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  reply  attached  as  docu- 
ment I). 

Being  so  deeply  impressed  myself  with  the 
importance  of  this  position  for  the  Louisiana, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  prompt  action,  in  order 
to  insure  the  success  of  the  impending  strug- 
gle, I  again  urged  this  subject  upon  Captain 
Mitchell  during  the  latter  part  of  the  same  day, 
as  absolutely  indispensable  and  imperative  to 
the  safety  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  the  control 
of  the  lower  Mississippi.  My  efforts  were  in- 
effectual to  get  him  to  move  the  boat  from  her 
original  position  above  the  forts.  His  reply  is 
attached  as  document  E,  in  which  he  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  naval  officers  present  having 
the  command  of  vessels.  I  also  addressed  him 
two  other  notes  through  the  day,  the  one  in 
regard  to  sending  fire-barges  against  the  enemy, 
and  the  other  relative  to  keeping  a  vigilant  look- 
out from  ah1  his  vessels,  and  asking  for  co-opera- 
tion, should  the  enemy  attempt  to  pass  during 
the  night.  (See  attached  document  F.) 

Bombardment  continued  during  the  day  and 
night,  being  at  times  very  heavy.  During  the 
day  our  fire  was  principally  confined  to  shelling 
the  point  of  woods  from  both  forts,  and  with 
apparently  good  results,  as  the  mortar-fire  was 
slackened  towards  evening.  The  casemates 
were  very  much  cut  up  by  the  enemy's  fire, 
which  was  increased  at  night.  There  was  little 
or  no  success  in  sending  down  fire-barges,  as 
usual,  owing  in  part  to  the  condition  of  the  tow- 
boats  Mosher,  Music,  and  Belle  Algerine,  in 


charge  of  the  same,  explained  by  attached  doc- 
ument G.  This  does  not  excuse  the  neglect, 
however,  as  there  were  six  boats  of  the  river 
fleet  available  for  this  service,  independent  of 
those  alluded  to,  and  fire-barges  were  plentiful. 

April  23. 

The  day  broke  warm,  clear,  and  cloudless. 
No  immediate  relief  being  looked  for  from  our 
fleet,  the  entire  command  was  turned  out  to 
repair  damages  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy. 

The  bombardment  continued,  without  inter- 
mission, throughout  the  day,  but  slackened  off 
about  twelve  o'clock  M.,  at  which  hour  there 
was  every  indication  of  an  exhaustion  on  the 
part  of  the  mortar-flotilla.  Hence  it  became 
evident  that  the  tactics  of  the  enemy  would 
necessarily  be  changed  into  an  attack  with 
broadsides  by  his  larger  vessela.  In  conse- 
quence, these  views  were  laid  before  Captain 
Mitchell,  and  he  was  again  urged  to  place  the 
Louisiana  at  the  point  before  mentioned,  below 
the  raft  and  near  the  Fort  St.  Philip  bank  of 
the  river,  to  meet  the  emergency.  (See  at- 
tached Document  H.)  Captain  Mitchell's  reply 
is  attached  in  documents  JB,  I,  J,  and  K,  wherein 
;he  positively  declines  again  to  assume  the  only 
position  which  offered  us  every  possible  chance 
of  success,  and  Captains  Mctntosh,  Huger,  and 
Warly  sustain  Captain  Mitchell  in  his  views 
of  the  case.  Just  before  sundown,  under  a 
very  heavy  mortar-fire,  the  .enemy  sent  up  a 
small  boat,  and  a  series  of  white  flags  were 
planted  on  the  Fort  St.  Philip  bank  of  the  river, 
commencing  about  three  hundred  and  eighty 
yards  above  the  lone  tree  upon  that  shore. 
This  confirmed  my  previous  views  of  an  early 
and  different  attack  from  the  usual  mortar 
bombardment,  especially  as  I  presumed  that 
these  flags  indicated  the  positions  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  several  vessels  in  their  new  line  of 
operation.  As  nothing  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  Louisiana,  after  the  correspondence  during 
the  day,  I  could  only  inform  Captain  Mitchell 
of  this  new  movement  of  the  enemy  (see  at- 
tached document  L),  and  particularly  impress 
upon  him  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  river 
well  lit  up  with  fire-barges,  to  act  as  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  enemy,  and  assist  the  accuracy  of 
our  fire  in  a  night  attack.  Lieutenant  Shyrock, 
C.  S.  N.,  Captain  Mitchell's  aid,  came  on  shore 
about  nine  o'clock  p.  M.,  to  inform  me  that  the 
Louisiana  would  be  ready  for  service  by  the 
next  evening — the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth. 

I  informed  him  that  time  was  everything  to 
us,  and  that  to-morrow  would,  in  ah1  probability, 
prove  too  late.  Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Higgins 
warmly  seconded  my  opinion,  and  warned  Lieu- 
tenant Shyrock  that  the  final  battle  was  immi-  j 
nent  within  a  few  hours. 

In  regard  to  lighting  the  river,  Lieutenant 
Shyrock  stated  that  fire-barges  would  be  regu- 
larly sent  down  throughout  the  night,  every 
two  hours,  and  as  none  had  been  sent  up  to 
that  hour  (9.30  o'clock  p.  M.),  he  left,  informing 
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me  that  this  matter  would  be  attended,  to  as 
soon  as  he  arrived  on  board. 

To  my  utter  surprise,  not  one  single  fire- 
barge  was  sent  down  the  river,  notwithstand- 
ing, at  any  hour  of  this  night.  It  was  impossible 
for  us  to  send  them  down,  as  everything  afloat 
had  been  turned  over  to  Captain  Mitchell,  by 
order  of  the  Major-General  commanding,  and 
the  fire-barges,  and  the  boats  to  tow  them  into 
the  stream,  were  exclusively  under  his  control. 
In  consequence  of  this  criminal  neglect,  the  river 
remained  in  complete  darkness  throughout  the 
entire  night.  The  bombardment  continued  all 
night,  and  grew  furious  toward  morning. 

April  24. 

At  3.30  A>M.,  the  larger  vessels  of  the  enemy 
were  observed  to  be  in  motion,  and,  as  we  pre- 
sumed, to  take  up  the  positions  indicated  by 
the  small  flags  planted  by  them  on  the  previous 
evening.  I  then  made  my  last  and  final  appeal 
to  Captain  Mitchell,  a  copy  of  which  is  attached 
as  document  M. 

The  Louisiana  was  still  in  her  old  position 
above  Fort  St.  Philip,  surrounded  by  her 
tenders,  on  board  of  which  was  the  majority  of 
her  cannoniers  and  crew,  and  the  other  boats  of 
the  fleet  were  generally  at  anchor  above  her, 
excepting  the  Jackson,  Captain  Renshaw,  C.  S. 
N.,  commanding,  which  had  been  sent  the  day 
before,  at  my  suggestion,  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  forces  through  the  canals  above.  The  Mc- 
Rae lay  near  and  above  the  Louisiana,  and  the 
steam-ram  Manassas,  with  her  tender,  remained 
in  her  constant  position  above  Fort  Jackson, 
both  with  steam  up,  and  ready  for  immediate 
action.  The  enemy  evidently  anticipated  a 
strong  demonstration  to  be  made  against  him 
with  fire-barges.  Finding,  upon  his  approach, 
however,  that  no  euch  demonstration  was  made, 
and  that  the  only  resistance  offered  to  his  pas- 
sage was  the  expected  fire  of  the  forts — the 
broken  and  scattered  raft  being  then  no.  obstacle 
— I  am  satisfied  that  he  was  suddenly  inspired, 
for  the  first  time,  to  run  the  gauntlet  at  all 
hazards,  although  not  a  part  of  his  original 
design.  Be»this  as  it  may,  a  rapid  rush  was 
made  by  him,  in  columns  of  twos  in  echelon, 
so  as  not  to  interfere  with  each  other's  broad- 
sides. The  mortar-fire  was  furiously  increased 
upon  Fort  Jackson,  and  in  dashing  by,  each 
of  the  vessels  delivered  broadside  after  broad- 
side of  shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  and  spherical 
case,  to  drive  the  men  from  our  guns. 

Both  the  officers  and  men  stood  up  manfully 
under  this  galling  and  fearful  hail,  and  the 
batteries  of  both  forts  were  promptly  opened 
at  their  longest  range,  with  shot,  shell,  hot  shot, 
and  a  little  grape,  and  most  gallantly  and  rapidly 
fought,  until  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting 
above  and  beyond  our  range. 

The  absence  of  light  on  the  river,  together 
with  the  smoke  of  the  guns,  made  the  obscurity 
BO  dense  that  scarcely  a  vessel  was  visible,  and 
in  consequence,  the  gunners  were  obliged  to 
govern  their  firing  entirely  by  the  flashes  of 
the  enemy's  guns.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the 


enemy's  dash  was  successful,  mainly  owing  to 
the  cover  of  darkness,  as  a  frigate  and  several 
gunboats  were  forced  to  retire  as  day  was 
breaking.  Similar  results  had  attended  every 
previous  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  pass  or 
to  Reconnoitre,  when  we  had  sufficient  light  to 
fire  with  accuracy  and  effect.  The  passage  was 
of  short  duration,  having  been  accomplished 
between  three  and  a  half  A.  M.,  and  daylight, 
under  a  very  rapid  and  heavy  pressure  of  steam. 
Of  the  part  taken  in  this  action  by  the  Louisi- 
ana, Manassas,  and  the  other  vessels  composing 
the  co-operating  naval  forces,  I  cannot  speak 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  excepting  that  the 
Louisiana  is  reported  to  have  fired  but  twelve 
shots  during  the  engagement.  But  to  the  he- 
roic and  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  Huger 
handled  and  fought  the  McRae,  we  can  all  bear 
evidence.  The  Defiance,  Captain  McCoy  com- 
manding, was  the  only  vessel  saved  out  of  the 
river  fleet. 

Shortly  after  daylight  the  Manassa  wa8  ob- 
served drifting  down  by  the  forts.  She  had 
been  abandoned  and  fired,  and  was  evidently  in 
a  sinking  condition. 

The  McRae  was  considerably  cut  up  in  this 
action  by  shot  and  grape. 

The  Resolute  was  run1  on  shore  about  a  mile 
above  the  forts,  where  she  hoisted  a  white  flag, 
but  by  the  prompt  action  of  the  McRae,  she  was 
prevented  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  She  was  subsequently  wrecked  and 
burned.  The  Warrior  was  run  ashore  and  fired 
on  the  point  just  above  Fort  St.  Philip. 

Nothing  was  known  by  us  of  the  movements 
of  the  ^tonewall  Jackson,  the  Governor  Moore, 
or  the  General  Quitman.  The  steamers  Mosher, 
Music,  and  Bell  Algerine,  in  charge  of  the  fire- 
barges,  were  all  destroyed.  So  was  also  the  Star. 
The  heroic  courage  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
men  at  both  forts  was  deserving  of  a  better  suc- 
cess, especially  after  the  fortitude  which  they 
constantly  exhibited  through  the  long  tedium 
of  a  protracted  bombardment,  unsurpassed  for 
its  terrible  accuracy,  constancy,  and  fury. 

Thirteen  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  out  of  twenty- 
three,  succeeded  in  getting  by,  viz. :  the  Hart- 
ford, Pensacola,  Richmond,  Brooklyn,  Missis- 
sippi, Oneida,  Iroquois,  Cayuga,  Wissahickon, 
Sciota,  Kineo,  Katahdin,  and  Pinola.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  foregoing,  and  to  Varuna,  and  such 
other  vessels  as  were  sunk,  there  were  six  gun- 
boats and  one  frigate  engaged  in  this  action, 
besides  the  mortar-flotilla.  Heavy  chains  were 
flaked  along  the  sides  of  the  most  of  these  ves- 
sels as  an  iron-proof  protection.  The  extent  of 
the  damage  which  was  done  to  -the  enemy  we 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  The  vessels 
which  passed  all  came  to  an  anchor  at  or  below 
quarantine,  six  miles  above  the  forts,  where 
they  remained  until  about  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  when 
they  all  passed  slowly  up  the  river,  with  the 
exception  of  two  gunboats  left  at  the  quarantine 
as  a  guard. 

Shortly  after  the  fleet  above  got  under  weigh,  a 
gunboat  from  beloV  made  her  appearance  with  a 
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flag  of  truce,  and  verbally  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  forts,  in  the  name  of  Commander 
D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  mortar- 
flotilla,  under  the  penalty  of  reopening  the  bom- 
bardment, which  had  ceased  shortly  after  the 
passage,  in  case  of  refusal.  The  demand  Was 
rejected,  and  the  bombardment  was  reopened 
about  twelve  o'clock  M.  It  continued  until  near 
sundown,  when  it  ceased  altogether.  The  entire 
mortar-fleet,  and  all  the  other  vessels  excepting 
six  gunboats,  then  got  under  weigh  and  passed 
down  the  river  and  out  of  sight,  under  full  steam 
and  sail.  A  vigilant  lookout  was  kept  up  above 
and  below  during  the  night,  but  all  remained 
quiet.  So  long  as  the  mortar-fleet  remained 
below,  the  position  wherein  the  Louisiana  could 
render  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  forts  was 
the  one  below  Fort  St.  Philip  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, where  the  fire  from  her  batteries  could 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  behind  the  point  of 
woods. 

After  the  mortar-fleet  had  left,  however,  and 
when  the  enemy  had  got  in  force  above  the  forts, 
the  question  was  materially  changed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  all  of  our  heavy  guns  at 
both  forts  had  been  mounted  to  bear  upon  the 
lower  approaches,  and  not  on  those  above. 

The  most  effective  position  which  the  Louisi- 
ana could  then  take  as  a  battery,  was  in  the 
bight  above  Fort  Jackson,  where  her  guns  could 
protect  our  rear,  and  sweep  the  long  reach  of 
river  above,  towards  the  quarantine.  This 
would  still  insure  her  safety,  as  she  would  be 
under  the  guns  of  both  forts.  This  is  evident 
by  a  reference  to  the  point  (XX)  on  the  dia- 
gram. 

In  several  personal  interviews,  and  by  cor- 
respondence with  Captain  Mitchell  on  this  date 
(see  attached  documents  N,  0,  P,  Q,  and  R),  I 
requested  him,  during  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  while  the  mortar-fleet  was  below,  to 
place  the  Louisiana  below  the  raft  and  dislodge 
it ;  and  later  in  the  day,  when  the  mortar-fire 
was  nearly  exhausted,  to  place  her  in  the  posi- 
tion (XX),  above  Fort  Jackson,  to  assist  in  re- 
pelling an  attack  from  the  vessels  above. 

During  the  day  she  was  in  an  unfit  condition 
to  assume  either  position,  for  the  reasons  given 
by  Captain  Mitchell  in  his  letters  to  me.  The 
intoxicated  volunteers  referred  to  were  none  of 
my  men,  nor  did  they  get  their  liquor  at  the 
forts,  as  there  was  none  on  hand  there  during 
the  bombardment,  excepting  the  small  supplies 
of  hospital  stores  in  the  medical  department 

April  25. 

No  attack  attempted  during  the  day  by  the 
enemy,  either  from  above  or  below.  The  gun- 
boats from  the  quarantine  and  from  the  point  of 
woods  below  occasionally  showed  themselves 
for  observation,  but  without  firing.  During  the 
day  all  the  principal  guns  that  would  admit  of 
it  at  both  forts  were  prepared  at  once  so  as  to 
traverse  in  a  full  circle,  and  bear  above  or  below 
as  necessity  might  require.  Some  of  the  twenty- 
four  pounder  barbette  guns  atTort  Jackson  were 


also  replaced  by  guns  of  heavier  calibre,  to  bear 
on  the  river  above. 

Permission  was  granted  by  the  enemy  to  the 
Confederate  States  Steamer  McRae  to  proceed 
to  New  Orleans,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  the 
wounded.  Availing  ourselves,  of  the  offer  of 
Captain  Mitchell,  the  seriously  -wounded  of  both 
forts  were  sent  on  board  of  her.  As  it  was  late 
when  the  wounded  were  all  gotten  on  board, 
the  McRae  did  not  get  off  until  the  next  morn- 
ing. Still  failed  during  the  day  in  getting  Cap- 
tain Mitchell  to  place  the  Louisiana  in  the  bight 
above  Fort  Jackson,  where  she  could  act  against 
the  enemy  from  above.  One  of  the  raft  schoon- 
ers was  burned  during  the  night  to  light  the 
river,  and  all  remained  quiet  4. 

April  26. 

A  gunboat  with  a  white  flag  dropped  down 
from  the  quarantine  to  escort  the  McRae  on  her 
mission.  The  McRae  did  not  again  return  to 
the  forts.  Four  of  the  enemy's  steamers  were 
in  sight  at  the  quarantine  at  dawn.  A  gunboat 
occasionally  showed  herself  below  to  recon- 
noitre. In  the  direction  of  Bird  Island,  and  back 
of  the  Bait  works,  a  large  steam  frigate  and  an 
ordinary  river  steamer  appeared  in  sight,  the 
latter  working  her  way  up  the  bay  behind  Fort 
St.  Philip,  apparently  towards  the  quarantine. 
During  the  day  Captain  Mitchell  communicated 
with  the  enemy  above,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
learned  that  the  city  had  surrendered,  and  that 
the  Confederate  States  steam  ram  Mississippi 
had  been  burned  by  our  authorities.  The  wreck 
of  the  floating  dock  or  battery  drifted  by  the 
forts  about  four  o'clock  p.  M. 

The  Louisiana  was  not  placed  in  the  position 
required  of  her  during  the  day,  Captain  Mitchell 
promising  to  put  her  there  the  next  day,  the 
twenty-seventh.  Another  raft-schooner  burned 
for  light,  and  all  quiet  during  the  night.  No 
shots  exchanged  during  the  day. 

April  27. 

At  daylight,  the  steamer  which  had  been  ob- 
served the  day  before  working  her  way  up  the 
back  bays,  was  in  view,  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Fort  Bayou.  A  frigate  and  five  other  vessels 
were  also  in  sight  towards  Bird  Island,  one  of 
which  was  seen  working  her  way  up  the  bay. 
From  ten  to-  thirteen  launches  were  visible  near 
the  boat,  back  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  by  means  of 
which  troops  were  being  landed  at  the  quarantine 
above  us.  About  twelve  o'clock  M.,  one  of  the 
enemy's  gunboats  from  below  made  her  appear- 
ance, under  a  flag  of  truce,  bearing  a  written 
demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  forts,  signed  by 
Commander  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  command- 
ing mortar-flotilla.  (See  attached  document  S.) 
The  forts  refused  to  surrender.  (See  attached 
document  T.)  About  four  o'clock  p.  M.,  the 
French  man-of-war  Milan,  Captain  Clouet  com- 
manding, passed  up  to  the  city,  after  asking  and 
obtaining  permission  to  do  so.  The  position  of 
the  Louisiana  still  remained  unchanged. 

So  far,  throughout  the  entire  bombardment 
and  final  action,  the  spirit  of  the  troops  was 


DOCUMENTS. 


673 


cheerful,  confident,  and  courageous.  They  were 
mostly  foreign  enlistments,  without  any  great 
interests  at  stake  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
revolution.  A  reaction  set  in  among  them  dur- 
ing the  lull  ^  of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth, 
and  twenty-seventh,  when  there  was  no  other 
excitement  to  arouse  them  than  the  fatigue  duty 
of  repairing  our  damages,  and  when  the  rumor 
was  current  that  the  city  had  surrendered,  and 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  No  reply  had 
been  received  from  the  city  to  my  despatches, 
sent  by  couriers,  on  the  twenty-fourth  and 
twenty-fifth,  by  means  of  which  I  could  reassure 
them.  They  were  still  obedient,  but  not  buoyant 
and  cheerful.  In  consequence,  I  endeavored  to 
revive  their  courage  and  patriotism,  by  publish- 
ing an  order  to  both  garrisons,  attached  hereto 
as  document  U.  I  regret  to  state  that  it  did  not 
produce  the  desired  effect.  Everything  re- 
mained quiet,  however,  until  midnight,  when 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Jackson  revolted  en  masse, 
seized  upon  the  guard  and  posterns,  reversed 
the  field-pieces  commanding  the  gates,  and  com- 
menced to  spike  the  guns,  while  many  of  the 
men  were  leaving  the  fort  in  the  meantime, 
under  arms.  All  this  ocdurred  as  suddenly  as 
it  was  unexpected. 

The  men  were  mostly  drawn  up  under  arms, 
and  positively  refused  to  fight  any  longer,  be- 
sides endeavoring  by  force  to  bring  over  the  St. 
Mary's  caimoniers,  and  such  other  few  men  as 
remained  true  to  their  cause  and  country.  The 
mutineers  stated  that  the  officers  intended  to 
hold  out  as  long  as  possible,  or  while  the  pro- 
visions lasted,  and  then  blow  up  the  forts  and 
everything  in  them ;  that  the  city  had  surren- 
dered, and  that  there  was  no  further  use  in 
fighting ;  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  attack 
by  land  and  water,  on  three  sides  at  once,  and 
that  a  longer  defence  would  only  prove  a 
butchery.  Every  endeavor  was  made  by  the 
officers  to  repress  the  revolt,  and  to  bring  the 
men  to  reason  and  order,  but  without  avail. 
Officers  upon  the  ramparts  were  fired  upon  by 
the  mutineers,  in  attempting  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  spiking  of  the  guns. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Father 
Nachon  for  his  efforts  to  quell  the  mutineers, 
through  some  of  whom  he  learned  that  the  revolt 
had  been  discussed  among  them  for  two  days, 
and  yet  there  was  no  one  man  true  enough  to 
communicate  the  fact  to  his  officers.  Signals 
also  were  said  to  have  been  passed  between  the 
forts  during  the  night,  and  while  the  mutiny 
was  at  its  height.  Being  so  general  among  the 
men,  the  officers  were  helpless  and  powerless  to 
act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  was  but  one 
course  left,  viz. :  to  let  those  men  go  who  wished 
to  leave  the  fort,  in  order  to  see  the  number  left, 
and  to  ascertain  what  reliance  could  be  placed 
upon  them.  About  one-half  of  the  garrison  left 
immediately,  including  men  from  every  company, 
excepting  the  St.  Mary's  cannoniers,  volunteers 
arid  regulars,  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, and  among  them  many  of  the  very  men  who 
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had  stood  last  and  best  to  their  guns  throughout 
the  protracted  bombardment  and  the  final  action 
when  the  enemy  passed.  It  was  soon  evident 
that  there  was  no  fight  in  th%  men  remaining 
behind,  that  they  were  completely  demoralized, 
and  that  no  faith  or  reliance  could  be  placed  in 
the  broken  detachments  of  companies  left  in  the 
fort. 

In  the  mean  time  we  were  totally  ignorant  of 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  as  all 
of  our  srnah1  boats  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
mutineers,  we  could  not  communicate  with  that 
fort  till  the  next  morning.  As  the  next  attack 
upon  the  forts  was  likely  to  be  a  combined 
operation  by  land  and  water,  and  as  Fort  St. 
Philip  was  the  point  most  threatened,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country  around  it,  and  from  the 
character  of  the  work  itself,  with  narrow  and 
shallow  ditches,  and  but  little  relief  to  the  main 
work,  it  was  self-evident  that  no  reduction 
could  be  made  in  its  garrison  to  strengthen  that 
of  Fort  Jackson,  even  if  all  the  men  there  re- 
mained true.  In  fact,  two  additional  regiments 
had  been  asked  for  at  quarantine,  in  anticipation 
of  such  an  attack,  to  act  as  a  reserve  to  strength- 
en the  garrisons  of  both  forts.  With  the  enemy 
above  and  below  us,  it  will  be  apparent  at  once, 
to  any  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  surrounding 
country,  that  there  was  no  chance  of  destroying 
the  public  property,  blowing  up  the  forts,  and 
escaping  with  the  remaining  troops.  Under  ah1 
these  humiliating  circumstances,  there  seemed 
to  be  but  one  course  open  to  us,  viz. :  to  await 
the  approach  of  daylight,  communicate  then 
with  the  gunboats  of  the  mortar  flotilla  below, 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  negotiate  for  a  surren- 
der under  the  terms  offered  us  by  Commander 
Porter,  on  the  26th  inst.,  arid  which  had  pre- 
viously been  declined. 

April  28. 

A  small  boat  was  procured,  and  Lieutenant 
Morse,  Post-Adjutant,  sent  over  to  convey  the 
condition  of  affairs  to  Fort  St.  Philip,  as  well  as 
to  Captain  Mitchell,  on  the  Louisiana.  Captain 
Mitchell  and  Lieutenant  Shyrock,  C.  S.  N.,  came 
on  shore  and  discussed  the  whole  question ; 
after  which  they  left,  remarking  that  they  would 
go  on  board,  arid  endeavour  to  attack  the  enemy 
above  at  the  quarantine,  notwithstanding  that 
reasons  had  been  given,  from  time  to  time,  for 
not  moving  this  vessel  into  her  proper  position, 
only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant.  Captains 
Squires  and  Bond,  Louisiana  artillery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dixon,  commanding  the  company  of  C.  S. 
regular  recruits,  came  on  shore  shortly  after- 
wards from  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  concurred  with 
us  that,  under  the  circumstances,  we  could  do 
nothing  else  than  surrender,  as  they  were  not  at 
all  confident  of  the  garrison  there,  after  the  un- 
looked-for revolt  at  Fort  Jackson,  although  none 
of  their  men  had  left,  or  openly  revolted. 

For  these  reasons,  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent 
down  to  communicate  with  the  enemy  below, 
and  to  carry  a  written  offer  of  surrender  under 
the  terms  offered  on  the  26th  instant.  (See  at- 
tached Document  V.)  This  communication 
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brought  up  the  Harriet  Lane  and  three  other 
gunboats  opposite  the  fort,  with  white  flags  at 
the  fore,  white  flags  being  displayed  from  the 
yards  of  the  flag-masts  at  both  forts,  while  the 
Confederate  flags  waved  at  the  mast-heads. 
While  negotiations  were  pending  on  the  Harriet 
Lane,  it  was  reported  that  the  steamer  Louisi- 
ana, with  her  guns  protruding,  and  on  fire,  was 
drifting  down  the  river  towards  the  fleet.  As 
the  wreck,  in  descending,  kept  close  into  the 
Fort  St.  Philip  shore,  the  chances  were  taken  by 
the  enemy  without  changing  the  position  of  his 
boats. 

The  guns  of  the  Louisiana  were  discharged 
at  random  as  she  floated  down,  and  the  boat 
finally  blew  up  near  Fort  St.  Philip,  scattering 
its  fragments  everywhere  within  and  around  the 
fort,  killing  one  of  our  men  and  wounding  three 
or  four  others. 

Captain  Mclntosh,  C.  S.  N.,  who  had  been 
severely  wounded  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
on  the  night  of  the  enemy's  passage,  and 
who  was  then  lying  in  a  tent  at  that  fort,  was 
nearly  killed  also.  As  far  as  I  could  learn,  how- 
ever, the  Louisiana  was  fired  .prior  to  the  time 
that  the  enemy's  boats,  with  white  flags,  came 
to  an  anchor  abreast  of  the  forts  to  negotiate. 
She  was  fired  in  her  first  and  original  position, 
without  any  change  of  any  kind  since  her  arrival 
at  the  forts. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  are  attached  hereto 
as  Document  W,  in  addition  to  which  Command- 
er Porter  verbally  agreed  not  to  haul  down  the 
Confederate  flag  or  hoist  the  Federal,  until  the 
officers  should  get  away  from  the  forts. 

The  officers  of  Fort  Jackson  and  the  St.  Mary's 
cannoniers  left  about  four  o'cloak  p.  M.,  for  the 
city,  on  board  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Ken- 
nebeck,  and  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  in  New  Orleans.  The  officers  of  Fort  St. 
Philip  were  sent  up  the  next  day,  and  all  the  men 
subsequently,  within  a  few  days,  as  transporta- 
tion could  be  furnished,  excepting  the  men  who 
revolted  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
many  of  whom  enlisted  with  the  enemy.  Upon 
my  arrival  in  the  city  I  found  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels were  lying  off  the  town,  and  that  no  flag,  ex- 
cepting that  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
City  Hah1,  was  visible  upon  the  shore.  I  also 
learned  that  Flag-officer  Farragut  had  directed  it 
to  be  hauled  down  and  the  United  States  flag 
hoisted  in  its  stead,  upon  the  penalty  of  shell- 
ing the  city  within  forty-eight  hours  if  the  de- 
mand was  not  complied  with,  and  that  he  had 
warned  the  city  authorities  to  remove  the  wo- 
men and  children  within  the  time  specified. 

I  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty  to  call  at  once 
upon  the  Mayor  at  the  City  Hall,  and  inform 
him  of  the  fate  of  the  forts  below,  which  I  did 
accordingly.  Learning  there,  from  one  of  his 
aids,  that  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
department  was  still  in  the  city,  I  called  upon 
him  in  person,  and  verbally  reported  the  main 
incidents  of  the  bombardment,  the  passage  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  capitulation  of  the  forts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  -the  re- 


port of  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Higgins,  Twenty- 
second  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers,  com- 
manding Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  those 
of  the  different  company  and  battery  command- 
ers, together  with  the  Surgeon's  reports  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  The  report  of  Colonel 
Sysmauski,  commanding  the  Chalmette  regiment 
at  quarantine,  has  not  been  received  by  me, 
so  that  I  am  unable  to  report  upon  his  opera- 
tions. 

I  fully  endorse  the  just  praise  bestowed  in 
the  enclosed  reports  upon  the  officers  at  both 
forts,  and  warmly  return  them  my  thanks. 
They  all  distinguished  themselves  by  cool  cour- 
age, skill,  and  patriotism  throughout  the  entire 
bombardment,  and  by  the  patient  fortitude  with 
which  they  bore  the  several  trying  ordeals  of 
water,  fire,  and  the  energetic  fury  of  the  ene- 
my's protracted  and  continuous  fire. 

I  must  also  bear  testimony  to  the  cheerful 
courage  and  prompt  and  willing  obedience  with 
which  the  men  performed  their  duties  through- 
out the  bombardment,  and  up  to  the  sad  night 
when  they  took  the  rash  and  disgraceful  step  of 
rising  against  their  officers,  breaking  through 
all  discipline,  and  leading  to  such  disastrous  and 
fatal  consequences.  I  can  charitably  account 
for  it  only  on  the  grounds  of  great  reaction  after 
the  intense  physical  strain  of  many  weary  days 
and  nights  of  terrible  fire,  during  which  they 
were  necessarily  subjected  to  every  privation 
from  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  but 
which  they  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  share 
and  sustain  with  their  officers,  all  of  whom  were 
subjected  to  the  same  hardships  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Higgins,  commanding 
the  forts,  my  thanks  are  especially  due,  for  his 
indefatigable  labors  in  preparing  his  heavy  bat- 
teries, preparatory  to  the  attack,  almost  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  quiet,  skilful, 
and  judicious  manner  in  which  he  caused  them 
to  be  fought. ,  He  was  present  everywhere,  and 
did  his  whole  duty  weh1  and  thoroughly.  Cap- 
tain M.  T.  Squires,  Louisiana  regiment  of  artil- 
lery, as  senior  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  St. 
Philip,  under  orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hig- 
gins, commanding,  fully  sustained  every  antici- 
pation entertained  of  his  gallantry,  skill,  and 
efficiency. 

During  the  first  day's  bombardment,  when 
Captain  Anderson  was  wounded,  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  Lieutenant  William  M.  Bridges,  Louisiana 
artillery,  volunteered  to  command  the  ten-inch 
columbiads  on  the  main  work,  and  I  return  him 
my  thanks  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  fought  them  during  the  rest  of  the 
action. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  making  personal  men- 
tion of  my  volunteer  aides,  Captain  William  Y. 
Seymour  and  Captain  Y.  R.  Smith,  for  the  valu- 
able assistance  which  they  rendered  me  at 
all  times.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Doctors 
Bradbury  and  Foster,  who  volunteered  their 
services  to  assist  Assistant  Surgeons  L.  Burk 
and  C.  D.  Lewis,  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip 
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respectively,  and  most  efficiently  did  they  aic 
in  this  department.  Doctor  Bradbury  remained 
at  Fort  Jackson  until  its  fall,  and  was  paroled 
Doctor  Foster,  at  my  request,  accompanied  the 
wounded  soldiers  to  the  city  on  the  Confederate 
steamer  McRae. 

Messrs.  Fulda,  Stickney,  and  Sergeant  Y.  R. 
Poiudexter,  Fourth  Mississippi  volunteers,  tele- 
graphic operators,  rendered  the  most  valuable 
services  in  keeping  open  our  communication 
above  and  below,  under  the  most  dangerous  and 
difficult  circumstances.  Although  we  have  failed 
in  our  mission  of  keeping  the  enemy's  fleet  from 
passing  the  forts,  and  have  been  subjected  to 
the  deep  humiliation  of  surrendering  the  charge 
intrusted  to  our  keeping  to  the  enemies  of  our 
country,  I  must  nevertheless  state,  in  common 
justice  to  myself  and  those  under  my  command, 
that  to  the  very  best  of  our  ability,  with  the 
means  at  our  disposal,  our  whole  duty  was  per- 
formed faithfully,  honestly,  and  fearlessly.  If 
all  had  to  be  gone  through  with  again,  under 
similar  events  and  circumstances,  I  know  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  the  same  results  and 
consequences. 

Great  as  the  disaster  is,  it  is  but  the  sheer 
result  of  that  lack  of  cheerful  and  hearty  co- 
operation from  the  defences  afloat,  which  we 
had  every  right  to  expect,  and  to  the  criminal 
negligence  of  not  lighting  up  the  river  at  night, 
when  the  danger  was  imminent,  and  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  absolutely  known,  almost  to 
the  hour  of  the  final  attack.  Except  for  the 
cover  afforded  by  the  obscurity  of  the  darkness, 
I  shall  always  remain  satisfied  that  the  enemy 
would  never  have  succeeded  in  passing  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General,  late  commanding  Coast  Defences. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.,  May  13,  1862. 

Major  J.  G,  Pickett,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  Ho.  1,  Camp  Moore,  La.: 
MAJOR  :  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  report,  I 
wish  to  add,  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  parol- 
ed enlisted  men  from  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip  in  this  city,  I  endeavored,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  to  see  that  they  were  properly  cared 
for,  until  such  time  as  they  could  be  sent  out  of 
town.  As  far  as  it  could  be  done,  they  were 
paid  in  part  for  the  time  due,  and  arrangements 
were  also  made  through  the  City  Safety  Com- 
mittee to  have  them  boarded  and  lodged  tem- 
porarily, all  with  the  view  of  preventing  them 
from  going  over  to  the  enemy  through  distress 
and  starvation.  In  this  I  was  very  much 
assisted  by  Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  and  First 
Lieutenant  L.  B.  Taylor,  Louisiana  regiment  of 
artillery.  Notwithstanding  that  they  were  thus 
amply  provided  for,  scores  of  them  have  been 
daily  going  over  to  the  enemy  and  enlisting 
since,  until  now  there  are  but  a  very  few  left 
from  either  fort  not  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 
Although  I  really  did  think,  at  the  time  of  the 


surrender,  that  some  few  of  the  men  were  loyal, 
the  facts  which  have  since  come  to  light  have 
perfectly  satisfied  me  that  nearly  every  man  in 
both  forts  was  thoroughly  implicated  and  con- 
cerned in  the  revolt  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  April,  with  the  exception  of  the 
company  of  St.  Mary's  cannoniers,  composed 
mostly  of  planters. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General,  late  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(DOCUMENT  A.) 

FORTS  JACKSON  AND  ST.  PHILIP,  LA.,  April  6,  1862. 

Captain  Stephenson,  commanding  River  Fleet, 


CAPTAIN  :  Keep  your  boats  in  constant  readi- 
ness at  all  times  for  the  enemy's  approach. 
Should  he  attack,  all  your  fleet  must  be  kept 
above  the  raft,  and  such  of  your  boats  as  have 
stern  guns  should  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream  above  the  raft,  and  without  the  field  of 
our  fire,  and  use  these  guns  against  the  enemy. 

Should  any  boat  of  the  enemy  by  any  means 
get  above  the  raft,  you  must  instantly  ram  it 
with  determination  and  vigor,  at  all  risks  and  at. 
every  sacrifice.  All  signal  mast-head  lights 
should  be  kept  extinguished  at  night,  or  never 
hoisted.  Trusting  to  your  known  energy,  and 
to  the  great  expectations  anticipated  of  the 
river  fleet  by  your  friends,  I  have  every  confi- 
dence that  }^our  whole  duty  will  be  thoroughly 
performed. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General. 
(B.) 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTS  JACKSON  AND  ST.  PHILIP,  1 
April  9,  1862,         / 

Captain  Jno.  A.  Stepkenson,  commanding  River 

Fleet,  present : 

CAPTAIN  :  Keep  one  of  your  boats  constantly 
below,  night  and  day,  opposite  the  wooded 
point,  where  you  can  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Signal  us  his  approach,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  seen  coming  up,  and  give  me 
a  copy  of  the  signals  for  our  government  at  the 
torts. 

I  wish  you  to  take  the  entire  control  of  the 
fire-rafts,  and  you  will  be  assisted  therein  by  the 
steamers  Star,  Algerine,  and  such  other  boats  as 
[  can  procure  from  the  city  for  the  purpose. 

Your  own  knowledge  of  the  river  and  the 
currents  will  enable  you  to  set  them  adrift  at 
such  time  as  your  judgment  warrants. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General,  commandiug  Coast  Defences. 

(C.) 

JACKSON,  April  18,  1862. 

Colonel  Biggins  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  Yours  just  received.  The  fire- 
:>arge  was  sent  down,  as  I  supposed,  by  your 
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order.  Captain  Grant  accompanied  me  to  select 
a  proper  place  to  let  her  go.  She  was  fired  by 
my  order,  but  was  not  aware  that  she  was  too 
close  to  the  fort,  but  the  eddy  current,  after  firiug, 
probably  brought  her  into  too  close  proximity 
to  the  fort.  I  regret  the  affair  was  an  abor- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 

T.  B.  RENSHAW, 

C.  S.  N. 
(D.) 

C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  OFF  FORT  JACKSON,  \ 
April  22, 1862.         / 

General   J.    K.    Duncan,    commanding    Coast 
Defences,  Fort  Jackson : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  this  date,  asking  me  to 
place  the  Louisiana  in  position  below  the  raft 
this  evening  if  possible. 

This  vessel  was  hurried  away  from  New  Or- 
leans before  the  steam  power  and  batteries  were 
ready  for  service. 

Without  a  crew,  and  in  many  respects  very 
incomplete,  and  this  condition  of  things  is  but 
partially  remedied  now,  she  is  not  yet  prepared 
to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy  ;  but,  should  he  at- 
tempt  to  pass  the  forts  we  will  do  all  we  canto 
prevent  it,  and  it  was  for  this  purpose  only  that 
she  was  placed  in  position  where  necessity  might 
force  her  into  action,  inadequately  prepared  as 
she  is  at  this  moment. 

We  have  now  at  work,  on  board,  about  fifty 
mechanics,  as  well  as  her  own  crew,  and  those 
from  other  vessels,  doing  work  essential  to  the 
preparation  of  the  vessel  for  battle.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  would,  in  my  estimation,  be 
hazarding  too  much  to  place  her  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  prepare  her 
for  the  relief  of  Fort  Jackson — the  condition  of 
which  is  fully  felt  by  me  ;  and  the  very  moment 
I  can  venture  to  face  our  enemy  with  any  rea- 
sonable chance  of  success,  be  assured,  General,  I 
will  do  it,  and  trust  that  the  result  will  show 
you  that  I  am  now  pursuing  the  right  course. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JNO,  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Miss. 

P.  S. — The  Jackson,  with  launch  No.  3,  will 
go  up  to  the  quarantine  this  afternoon,  to  watch 
the  enemy,  as  suggested  in  your  note  this  morn- 
ing. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  K.  M. 

(EL) 

C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  NEAR  FORT  JACKSON.  1 
April  23,  1862.         ] 

General  J.    K.   Duncan,     commanding    Coast 

Defences,  Fort  Jackson : 
GENERAL  :  On  the  receipt,  last  night,  of  your 
second  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  ask- 
ing me  to  place  this  vessel  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  I  consulted  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  C.  S.  naval  vessels  present  on  the  subject, 


and  herewith  annex  a  copy  of  their    opinion, 
sustaining  my  own  views  on  the  subject. 

I  feel  the  importance  of  affording  relief  to 
your  command  as  soon  as  possible  ;  but,  Gene- 
ral, at  the  same  time  I  feel,  and  I  know,  the  im- 
portance to  the  safety  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  of  having 
this  vessel  in  proper  condition  before  seeking 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy.  If  he  seeks  one, 
or  attempts  the  passage  of  the  forts  before  this 
vessel  is  ready  I  shall  meet  him,  however  un- 
prepared I  may  be. 

We  have  an  additional  force  of  mechanics 
from  the  city  this  morning,  and  I  hope  that  by 
to-morrow  night  the  motive  power  of  the 
Louisiana  will  be  ready,  and  in  the  meantime 
her  battery  will  be  in  place,  and  other  prepara- 
tions will  be  completed,  so  as  to  enable  her  to 
act  against  the  enemy.  When  ready,  you  will 
be  immediately  advised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Miss. 


C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  NEAR  FORT  JACKSON,  1 
April  22,  1862.     j 

Two  communications  having  this  day  been 
received  from  Brigadier-General  Duncan  (here- 
with attached,  marked  Nos.  1  and  3,  and  also 
the  answer  of  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  No.  I, 
marked  No.  2),  requesting  that  the  Louisiana  be 
placed  in  position  below  the  raft  in  the  river, 
near  Fort  Jackson,  a  consultation  was  held  by 
Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell  with  Commander 
Mclntosh  and  Lieutenants  commanding  Huger 
and  Warley,  who  fully  sustained  the  views  of 
Commander  Mitchell,  as  expressed  in  his  reply 
(marked  No.  2),  declining  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  Brigadier-General  Duncan. 

C.    F.    MdNTOSH, 

Commanding  C.  S.  N. 

T.  B.  HUGER, 

Lieutenant,  commanding. 
N.  S.  WARLEY, 

Lieutenant,  commanding. 

GEORGE  S.  SHYROCK, 

Lieutenant  C.  S.  N.  ,  Aide  to  commanding  officer. 


C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  FORT  JACKSOX,  1 
April  22,  1862.      j 

general  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast  De- 
fences at  Fort  Jackson  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  two  notes  of  this  date  have 
been  received.  A  fire  has  been  ordered  to  be 
built  below  St.  Philip,  as  you  requested,  except 
that  it  will  be  on  the  beach,  and  a  raft  will  be 
kept  ready  to  fire  and  turn  adrift,  as  you  re- 
quested, near  Fort  Jackson,  in  the  event  of  ths 
apprehended  attack  being  made  by  the  enemy 
to-night.  I  shall  also  direct  a  vigilant  lookout 
to  be  kept  by  all  the  vessels,  and  to  co-operate 
with  you  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  forts  at 
every  hazard. 

Your  request  respecting  the  report  of  the  bad 
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condition  of   the  engines  of  the  Mosher  will 
claim  my  attention  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi. 

(G.) 

C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  OFF  FORT  JACKSON,  ") 
April  22, 1862.     J 

To    Lieutenant   commanding  Huger,  Assistant 

Engineeer   ,    Assistant    Engineer 

,  C.  S.  Steamer  McRae,  off  Fort 

Jackson : 

GENTLEMEN  :  The  steamers  Mosher  and  Belle 
Algerine  having  been  represented  as  being  unfit 
for  service,  you  will  please  to  examine  them 
carefully,  without  delay,  and  report  to  me  in  du- 
plicate their  condition.  In  the  performance  of 
this  duty,  please  state  the  cause  of  any  damage 
you  may  discover,  with  such  recommendations 
as,  in  your  judgment,  you  may  deem  proper. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S,  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River. 

Captain  Huger  will  fill  up  the  blanks  with  the 
names  of  the  two  engineers  he  thinks  most  suit- 
able for  the  service,  belonging  to  the  McRae. 

C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  1 
April  22,  1862.      / 

Samuel  Brock,  Senior  Engineer,  McRae  : 

SIR  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  we  have 
held  a  survey  upon  the  steamer  Belle  Algerine 
and  the  tug  Mosher.  The  latter  has,  we  think, 
loosened  the  after-bearing  of  her  shaft.  This 
we  can,  I  think,  obviate  in  a  few  hours.  The 
Belle  Algerine  leaks  badly  in  the  bows  from 
two  holes  knocked  in  her,  the  Captain  reports, 
while  working  in  the  raft,  and  also  while  landing 
guns  at  Fort  St.  Philip.  This  we  can  also  rem-^ 
edy,  and  are  now  doing  so.  I  trust  by  to-night 
both  vessels  will  be  serviceable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
T.  B.  HUGER, 

Commanding  McRae. 

John  K.  Duncan,  Commanding  Coast  Defences : 
GENERAL  :  Above  you  will  see  the  report  on 
the  vessels  reported  to  you  as  unfit  for  service. 
I  send  it  for  your  information. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C,  S.  Naval  Forces. 

(H.) 
FORT  JACKSON,  LA.,  April  23,  1862. 

Captain    J.   K.    Mitchell,    commanding    Naval 

Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River  : 
CAPTAIN  :  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  mortar 
practice   of  the   enemy  against  Fort  Jackson 
must  be  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  there  is 


every  indication  that  the  enemy,  as  the  next 
plan  of  attack,  is  about  to  move  his  large  ves- 
sels to  the  point  of  woods,  and  open  upon  us 
with  his  broadsides.  One  of  the  large  vessels 
has  already  been  brought  up  and  placed  in 
position.  Should  the  above  prove  to  be  the  - 
case,  it  is  imperatively  and  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  batteries  of  the  Louisiana  should  be 
brought  into  action,  as  well  as  those  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

A  proper  position  for  the  Louisiana  would  be 
on  the  Fort  St.  Philip  side,  a  short  distance 
below  the  raft  and  close  to  the  shore,  which 
will  give  us  three  direct  and  cross-fires  upon 
the  point  of  attack. 

Earnestly  calling  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  as  you  can  see  from  your  position  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  you  will,  consequently, 
know  when  to  act, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

a-) 

C.  S.  STKAMKR  LOUISIANA,  ) 

NEAR  FORT  JACKSON,  April  23,  1862.  J 

Brigadier-General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding 

Coast  Defences,  Fort  Jackson  : 
GENERAL  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  in  which  you  express  your  belief  that 
the  enemy  is  about  to  change  his  place  of 
attack,  and  open  the  broadside  of  his  larger 
ships  on  the  forts,  and  in  which  you  make  cer- 
tain suggestions  as  to  the  position  to  be  taken 
by  this  ship. 

By  reference  to  a  letter  of  mine  to  you  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  of  (No.  1)  of  this  date, 
you  will  be  apprised  of  the  condition  of  this 
ship.  Should  an  attack  be  made  as  anticipated. 
I  shall  be  governed  by  circumstances,  and  do  all 
I  can  against  the  enemy, 
f  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi 

(J.) 

C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA.         ) 
OFF  FORT  JACKSON,  April  23, 1862.  j 

Genei'al  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast  De- 
fences, Fort  Jackson  : 

SIR  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication received  on  the  twenty-first  inst.,  from 
Captain  Stevenson,  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  notwithstanding  General  Lovell's 
order  to  him,  this  letter  so  qualifies  my  authority 
as  to  relieve  me  from  all  responsibility  as  to  the 
movements  of  the  vessels  of  the  river  fleet 
under  his  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Mississippi. 


6t8 
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(K.) 

RIVER  DEFENCE,  C.  S.  GUNBOAT  WARRIOR,  1 
FORT  JACKSON,  April  21,  1862.         j 

Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,    Confederate  States 

Navy : 

SIB  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  Major- 
General  M.  Lovell,  dated  twentieth  instant,  in 
which  I  am  directed  to  place  myself  and  my 
whole  command  at  this  point  under  your  orders. 
Every  officer  and  man  on  the  river  defence  ex- 
pedition, joined  it  with  the  condition  that  it  was 
to  be  independent  of  the  navy,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  governed  by  the  regulations  of  the  navy, 
or  be  commanded  by  naval  officers.  In  the  face 
of  the  enemy  I  will  not  say  more.  I  will  co- 
operate with  you,  and  do  nothing  without  your 
approbation,  and  will  endeavor  to  carry  out 
your  wishes  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  but  in  my 
own  way  as  to  the  details  and  the  handling  of 
my  boats.  But  I  expect  the  vessels  under  my 
charge  to  remain  as  separate  command.  All  or- 
ders for  their  movements,  addressed  to  me,  will 
be  promptly  executed  if  practicable,  and  I  under- 
take to  be  responsible  for  their  efficiency  when 
required.  I  suppose  this  is  all  that  is  intended 
by  the  order  of  Major-General  Lovell,  or  that 
will  be  expected  from  me  by  you. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  STEVENSON, 

Senior  Captain,  commanding  River  Fleet  at  Fort  Jackson. 

Our  signals  should  be  made  to  assimilate  at 
once.  Captain  Renshaw  and  myself  could  ar- 
range this  if  you  wish,  as  no  doubt  but  you  are 
greatly  fatigued,  and  still  much  to  do  and 
arrange.  Anything  I  can  do,  rely  on  it  being 
done  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  A.  S. 

(L.) 

FORT  JACKSON,  LA.,  April  23,  1862. 
Captain    J.   Kt   Mitchell,    commanding    Naval 

Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River  : 
CAPTAIN  :  The  enemy  has  just  sent  up  a  smaj 
boat,  and  planted  a  series  of  white  flags  on -the 
Fort  St.  Philip  side,  commencing  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  above  the  lone  tree.  It 
is  the  probable  position  of  his  ships  in  the  new 
line  of  attack  which,  in  my  opinion,  he  contem- 
plates for  attacking  Port  Jackson  with  his  large 
vessels.  As  you  may  not  have  seen  this  opera- 
tion, I  furnish  you  with  the  information.  Please 
keep  the  river  well  lit  up  with  fire-rafts  to- 
night, as  the  attack  may  be  made  at  any  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(M.) 

FORT  JACKSON,  LA.— 3)£  o'clock  A.  M.,) 
April  24,  1862.      / 

Captain    J.  K.   Mitchell,    commanding    Naval 

Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  River : 
CAPTAIN  :  As  I  anticipated,  and  informed  you 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  taking  up  their  posi- 
tion at  the  present  moment,  with  their  large 


ships  on  the  Fort  St.  Philip  shore,  to  operate 
against  Fort  Jackson.  They  are  placing  them- 
selves boldly,  with  their  lights  at  their  mast- 
heads. You  are  assuming  a  fearful  responsibility 
if  you  do  not  come  at  once  to  our  assistance 
with  the  Louisiana  and  the  fleet.  I  can  say  no 
more. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General. 
(N.) 

C.  S.  GUNBOAT  LOUISIANA,  NEAR  FORT  ST.  PHILIP,  > 
April  24.  1862.      / 

Brigadier-General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding 
Coast  Defences,  Fort  Jackson : 

GENERAL:  On  returning  to  the  Louisiana,  I 
find  that  we  have  no  tender  on  whose  steam- 
power  we  can  rely,  and  many  of  the  volunteer 
troops  on  board  "of  the  W.  Burton  are  intoxi- 
cated. Under  these  circumstances,  as  well  as 
the  exhausted  condition  of  our  own  crew,  and 
excessive  difficulty  in  handling  the  vessel,  will 
prevent  our  taking  the  position,  at  least  to-day, 
that  I  proposed,  and  was  arranged  between  us 
this  forenoon. 

I  will,  however,  as  you  suggested  in  your  com- 
munication, take  up  a  position  above,  to  pro- 
tect the  approaches  in  that  direction. 

Having  no  adequate  motive  power  of  our 
own,  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  enemy's 
vessels  that  have  it  to  take  up  such  a  position 
that  our  guns  cannot  reach  him  for  want  of  ele- 
vation, or  be  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  I  will, 
however,  do  all  I  can  to  keep  him  back  from 
above. 

The  McRae  has  lost  her  nine-inch  gun;  of 
course  we  cannot  expect  much  assistance  from 
her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MITCHELL. 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Miss. 

(0.) 

C.  S.  STEAMER  LOUISIANA,  FORT  ST.  PHILIP,  ) 
April  24,  1862.  J 

General  J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  Coast  De- 
fences, Fort  Jackson : 

GENERAL  :  Your  second  and  third  notes  of  this 
date,  are  at  hand.  We  are  in  a  helpless  con- 
dition for  the  want  of  tug-boats.  The  W.  Bur- 
ton is  crippled,  and  the  Landis  also,  and  the 
gunboat  Defiance  will  not  do  anything  for  us. 
If  she  comes  within  my  reach  I  will  deprive 
her  captain  of  his  command,  by  force  if  neces- 
sary. 

The  anchor  we  have  down  cannot  purchase, 
and  we  are  afraid  to  ship  it,  to  move  about 
three  hundred  yards  higher  up,  where  we  can  be 
better  secured. 

We  shall  probably  remain  where  we  are,  and 
do  all  we  can  to  defeat  the  enemy,  should  he  at- 
tack us  again. 
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It  will  be  out  of  our  power,  I  am  afraid,  to 
light  up  the  bank  below  St.  Philip  to-night,  or 
to  set  adrift  fire-boats,  as  none  are  at  hand,  and 
they  have  all  disappeared,  apparently. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  K.  MITCHELL, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Lower  Miss. 

(P-) 

PORT  JACKSON,  LOUISIANA,  \ 
April  24,  1862.         j 

Captain  J.  K  Mitchell^  commanding  C.  S.  Naval 

Forces,  Lower  Miss. : 

CAPTAIN  :  From  all  we  can  see  and  learn,  the 
enemy,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  gun- 
boats, has  passed  up  the  river,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  use  in  changing  your  present  position  to 
one  further  above.  1  regret  to  learn  the  con- 
dition of  the  volunteer  troops  on  board  the 
W.  Burton.  This,  together  with  the  exhausted 
condition  of  your  crew,  will  prevent  your  taking 
up  the  position  below,  which  was  agreed  upon 
this  morning,  for  the  present.  You  may  be  able 
to  take  it  up,  however,  when  your  crew  recover 
from  their  fatigue,  and  when  you  are  able  to 
quell  the  irregularities  of  the  volunteers. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(Q-) 

FORT  JACKSON.  LOUISIANA,  \ 
April  24, 1862.  J 

Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding  C.  S.  Naval 

Forces,  Lower  Mississippi : 
CAPTAIN  :  As  I  have  no  boats  of  any  kind,  I 
must  ask  of  you  to  light  up  the  river  with  fire- 
barges  to-night,  if  it  possibly  lies  in  your  power 
The  absence  of  light  greatly  impairs  the  accu- 
racy and  effectiveness  of  our  fire  upon  the 
enemy.  Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(R.) 

FORT  JACKSON,  April  24,  1862. 

Captain  J.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding  C.  S.  Nava 
Forces,  Lower  Mississippi  : 

CAPTAIN  :  The  lower  schooner  will  be  lightec 
by  firing  her  from  a  rowboat  from  Fort  St 
Philip  at  early  dusk.  As  this  light  dies  awaj 
the  next  one  above  will  be  fired,  and  so  on,  al 
night. 

Unless  you  can  better  yourself  materially,  '. 
would  not  advise  any  movement  on  your  par 
from  your  present  position,  owing  to  all  the  ad 
verse  circumstances  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

In  regard  to  the  Defiance,  the  authority  ove 
her  which  I  formerly  had  has  been  transferre* 
to  you  ;  but  we  will  freely  lend  you  any  assist 
ance  which  you  may  require  in  deposing  her  com 
mander,  or  in  exercising  your  authority  over  her 


Keep  a  vigilant  lookout  for  another  attack 
o-night,  when  we  will  mutually  support  each 
ther,  and  do  all  that  we  possibly  can. 

Captain  Squires  has  been  directed  by  Colonel 
liggins  to  furnish  you  such  assistance  as  you 
may  require. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  DUNCAN, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(S.) 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  April  26,  1862. 1 
U.  S.  STEAMER  HARRIET  LANE,     j 

Colonel  Edward  Higgins,  commanding  Confed- 
erate Forces  in  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip  : 

SIR  :  When  I  last  demanded  the  surrender  of 
i^orts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  I  had  no  positive 
issurance  of  the  success  of  our  vessels  in  pass- 
ng  safely  the  batteries  on  the  river.  Since 
lien  I  have  received  communications  from  Flag- 
)ificer  Farragut,  who  is  now  in  possession  of 
^ew  Orleans.  Our  troops  are  or  will  be  in 
possession  of  the  prominent  points  on  the  river, 
and  a  sufficient  force  has  been  posted  outside 
of  the  bayous  to  cut  off  all  communications  and 
jrevent  supplies.  No  man  could  consider  it 
dishonorable  to  surrender,  especially  under 
:hese  circumstances,  when  no  advantages  can 
arise  by  longer  holding  out,  and  by  yielding 
gracefully  he  can  save  the  further  effusion  of 
blood. 

"You  have  defended  the  forts  gallantly,  and  no 
more  can  be  a'sked  of  you.  I  feel  authorized  to 
offer  you  terms  sufficiently  honorable  to  relieve 
you  from  any  feeling  of  humiliation.  The  offi- 
cers will  be  permitted  to  retire  on  parole  with 
their  side-arms,  not  to  serve  again  until  regu- 
larly exchanged.  All  private  property  will  be 
respected.  Only  the  arms  and  munitions  will 
be  surrendered  to  the  U.  S.  Government,  and  the 
vessels  lying  near  the  forts.  No  damage  must 
be  done  to  the  defences.  The  soldiers  also  will 
be  paroled,  and  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes,  giving  up  their  arms. 

I  am  aware  that  you  can  hold  out  some  little 
time  longer,  and  am  also  aware  of  the  exact 
condition,  as  reported  to  us  by  a  deserter,  which 
convinces  me  that  you  will  only  be  inflicting  on 
yourself  and  those  under  you  unnecessary  dis- 
comforts without  any  good  result  arising  from 
so  doing. 

Your  port  has  long  been  closed  to  the  world, 
by  which  serious  injury  has  been  experienced 
by  many  loyal  citizens.  I  trust  that  you  will 
not  lend  yourself  to  the  further  injury  of  their 
interests,  where  it  can  only  entail  calamity  and 
bloodshed,  without  any  possible  hope  of  success 
or  relief  to  your  forts. 

Your  surrender  is  a  mere  question  of  time, 
which  you  know  is  not  of  any  extent,  and  I 
therefore  urge  you  to  meet  my  present  proposi- 
tion. By  doing  so  you  can  put  an  end  to  a  state 
of  affairs  which  will  only  inflict  injury  upon  all 
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those  under  you,  who  have  strong  claims  upon 
your  consideration. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Mortar  Fleet. 
(T.) 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTS  JACXSON  AND  ST.  PHILIP,  ) 
April  27,  1862.         j 

Commodore  D.  D.  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  com- 
manding Mortar  Fleet : 
SIR  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant, 
demanding   the   surrender  of  these  forts,  has 
been  received. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  have  to  state  that  no  official 
information  has  been  received  by  me.  from  our 
own  authorities,  that  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
has  been  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  Flag-offi- 
cer Farragut,  and  until  such  information  is  re- 
ceived, no  proposition  for  a  surrender  can  for  a 
moment  be  entertained  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HIGGINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding. 

(U.) 

FORT  JACKSON,  LA.,  April 27,  1862. 
Soldiers  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  : 

You  have  nobly,  gallantly,  and  heroically  sus- 
tained, with  courage  and  fortitude,  the  terrible 
ordeals  of  fire,  water,  and  a  hail  of  shot  arid 
shell,  wholly  unsurpassed  during  the  present 
war.  But  more  remains  to  be  done.  The  safety 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  cause  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy — our  homes,  families,  and  every- 
thing dear  to  man— yet  depend  upon  our  exer- 
tions. 

We  are  just  as  capable  of  repelling  the  ene- 
my to-day  as  we  were  before  the  bombardment. 
Twice  has  the  enemy  demanded  your  surrender, 
and  twice  has  he  been  refused. 

Your  officers  have  every  confidence  in  your 
courage  and  patriotism,  and  feel  every  assurance 
that  you  will  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity  obey 
all  orders,  and  do  your  whole  duty  as  men,  and 
as  becomes  the  well-tried  garrisons  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip.  Be  vigilant,  therefore, 
and  stand  by  your  guns,  and  all  will  yet  be 
well.  J.  K.  DUNCAN. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

(V.) 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTS  JACKSON  AND  ST.  PHILIP,  ) 
April  28,  1862.          J 

Commodore    David  D.   Porter,    United   States 

Navy,  commanding  Mortar  Fleet : 
SIR:  Upon  mature  deliberation,  it  has  been 
decided  to  accept  the  terms  of   surrender  of 
these  forts,  under  the  conditions  offered  by  you 
in  your  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  viz. : 
that  the  officers  and  men  shall  be    paroled — 
officers  retiring  with  their  side-arms.     We  have 
no  control  over  the  vessels  afloat. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HIGGINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel .  commanding. 


(W.) 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  HARRIET  LANK,") 

FORTS  JACKSOX  AND  ST.  PHILIP,         v 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  April  28,  1862.  j 

By  articles  of  capitulation,  entered  into  this 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty -two,  between  David 
D.  Porter,  Commander  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  Mortar  Flotilla,  of  the  one  part,  arid  Bri- 
gadier-General J.  K.  Duncan,  commanding  the 
Coast  Defences,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward 
Higgins,  commanding  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  of  the  other  part,  it  is  mutually  agreed  : 

First.  That  Brigadier-General  Duncan  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Higgins  shall  surrender  to 
the  Mortar  Flotilla  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
the  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  th'e  appur- 
tenances thereunto  belonging,  together  with  all 
public  property  that  may  be  under  their 
charge. 

Second.  It  is  agreed  by  Commander  David  D. 
Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar  Flotilla,  that 
Brigadier-General  Duncan  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Higgins,  together  with  the  officers  under 
their  command,  shall  be  respected.  Further- 
more, that  they  shall  give  their  parole  of  honor 
riot  to  serve  in  arms  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  Statefr,  until  they  are  regularly  ex- 
changed. 

TJiird.  It- is  further  agreed  by  the  Command- 
er, David  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  Mortar 
Flotilla,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
privates,  and  musicians,  shall  be  permitted  to 
retire  on  parole,  their  commanding  and  other 
officers  becoming  responsible  for  them,  and  that 
they  shall  deliver  up  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments in  their  present  condition,  provided  that 
no  expenses  accruing  from  the  transportation  of 
the  men  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  On  the  signing  of  these  articles  by 
the  contracting  parties,  the  fort  shall  be  formally 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  naval 
Forces  composing  the  mortar  flotilla.  The  Con- 
federate flag  shall  be  lowered,  and  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  hoisted  on  the  flag-staffs  of 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

In  agreement  of  the  above,  we,  the  under- 
signed, do  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals. 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Commanding  Mortar  Flotilla. 

W.  B.  RENSHAW, 

Commander. 

W.  W.  WAINRIGHT, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  U.  S.  steamer  Harriet  Lane 
J.  K.  DUNCAN, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  Coast  Defences. 

EDWARD  HIGGINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  S.  A.,  commanding 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Witnessed  by 
ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Wiaona. 

C.  H.  RUSSELL, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Konnebeck. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  ED.  HIGGLVS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORTS  JACKSOJT  AJTD  ST.  PHILIP,  ) 
April  27,  1862.         j 

Lieutenant  W.  M.  Bridges,  A.  A.  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Second  Brigade,  Department  No.  1, 
New  Orleans: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Fri- 
day, the  eighteenth  instant,  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  which  has  been  for  some 
weeks  in  the  river,  making  preparation  for  an 
attack  on  these  forts,  commenced  the  bombard- 
ment of  Fort  Jackson. 

Fire  from  their  mortar-fleet  was  opened  at 
nine  o'clock  A.  M.  The  force  employed  by  the 
enemy  against  us  consisted  of  twenty-one  mor- 
tar vessels,  and  a  fleet  of  about  twenty-one 
steam,  vessels  of  war,  carrying  more  than  two 
hundred  guns  of  the  heavest  calibre.  T,he  mor- 
tar vessels  when  they  opened  fire,  were  all  con- 
cealed from  our  view  save  six,  which  took 
position  in  sight  of  the  forts,  and  within  our 
longest  range.  These  we  soon  forced  to  retire. 
They  joined  the  rest  of  their  fleet  behind  the 
point  of  woods,  and,  concealed  from  view,  re- 
newed their  fire. 

Orders  had  been  issued  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command  to  retire  to  the  casemates 
of  the  forts  the  moment  the  bombardment  com- 
menced. The  order  being  obeyed,  nothing  was 
left  for  us  to  do  but  receive  the  furious  storm 
of  shell  which  was  hailed  upon  us.  Our  citadel 
was  soon  destroyed  by  fire.  All  the  buildings 
around  and  in  connection  with  the  fort  shared 
the  same  fate. 

From  Friday  morning  until  the  following 
Thursday  we  sustained  this  terrible  battering. 
Several  times  during  the  bombardment  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  attempted  to  pass  up  the  river, 
under  cover  of  their  mortar-fire,  and  on  each 
occasion  our  batteries  were  promptly  manned, 
and  the  enemy's  advance  gallantly  repelled. 

At  half-past  three  A.  M.,  on  Thursday,  it  was 
observed  that  the  mortar-fire  was  increased  to  an 
intensity  of  fury  which  had  not  been  previously 
reached.  At  the  same  time  a  movement  was 
observed  in  the  steam-fleet  below.  Our  batter- 
ies were  instantly  in  readiness,  and  were  at  once 
engaged  in  a  most  terrific  conflict  with  the  ene-» 
my's  fleet  of  fourteen  steamships,  which,  dash- 
ing by  the  fort  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
pouring  in  their  broadsides  of  shot,  shell,  grape, 
canister,  and  shrapnel,  succeeded  in  getting  be- 
yond our  range  and  in  our  rear.  During  the 
forenoon  a  demand  was  made  by  Commodore 
Porter,  commanding  the  mortar-fleet,  for  a  sur- 
render of  the  forts.  This  proposition  was 
promptly  refused,  and  the  bombardment  was 
again  commenced  and  continued  until  four  p.  M., 
when  all  firing  ceaseM. 

I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  company  and 
battery  commanders,  also  the  Surgeon's  report 
of  killed  and  wounded.  I  fully  endorse  the  en- 
comiums of  the  company  commanders  upon  the 
officers  under  their  command,  and  feel  myself 
bound  to  record  my  high  admiration  of  the  cool- 


ness, courage,  and  fortitude  of  all  the  officers  of 
both  forts. 

Captain  J.  B.  Anderson,  Company  "  G/'  Louis- 
iana artillery,  was  wounded  early  in  the  con- 
flict, while  heroically  fighting  his  guns.  Not- 
standing  his  severe  wound,  he  rendered  the 
most  gallant  and  efficient  service  to  the  last. 

Captain  W.  B.  Robertson,  who  commanded  a 
detached  work  called  the  water  battery,  re- 
mained with  his  command  during  the  whole  of 
the  protracted  ordeal,  without  cover  of  any 
kind,  although  suffering  from  severe  physical 
disease,  and  scarcely  able,  at  times,  to  walk 
around  his  battery.  He  was  most  ably  arid  gal- 
lantly assisted  by  Captain  R.  J.  Bruce,  Louis- 
iana artillery. 

First  Lieutenant  Eugene  W.  Baylor,  who  was 
in  command  of  the  42-pounder  barbette  battery, 
and  First  Lieutenant  Richard  Agar,  of  the  same 
battery,  did  all  that  gallant  officers  and  men 
could  do. 

The  officers  stationed  at  the  heaviest  batteries, 
on  the  river  front,  were,  the  greater  part  of  the 
time,  fatigued  as  they  were,  obliged  to  be  con- 
stantly with  their  detachments  at  their  guns  to 
prevent  surprise.  Lieutenants  A.  N.  Ogden, 
Bevuet  Kennedy,  and  William  T.  Mumford,  of 
the  Louisiana  artillery,  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  in  this  service. 

Although  not  under  my  immediate  command, 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  devoted  conduct  of 
your  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Bridges, 
who,  upon  the  disability  of  Captain  Anderson, 
immediately  volunteered  his  services,  and  took 
charge  of  the  two  10-inch  columbiads,  and  fought 
them  night  and  day  with  ceaseless  energy. 

Lieutenant  J.  U.  Gains,  in  command  of  the  32- 
pounder  battery,  on  the  river  front,  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  E.  D.  Woodlief,  Captain  .8.  Jones, 
company  "  I,"  Louisiana  volunteers,  Captain  F. 
Peter,  .company  "I,"  22d  regiment,  Louisiana 
volunteers,  fought  their  batteries  gallantly  and 
well.  Lieutenant  Thomas  K.  Pierson,  23d  Lou's- 
iaria  volunteers,  was  killed  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  while  gallantly  fighting  his  guns. 

The  St.  Mary's  Cannoniers,  Captain  S.  0.  Co- 
may,  have  my  warmest  gratitude  and  admiration 
for  their  whole  conduct,  both  in  face  of  the 
enemy  and  in  the  severe  and  arduous  fatigue 
duties,  which  they  discharged,  always  and  at  all 
times,  with  alacrity  and  energy.  They  are  an 
honor  to  the  country,  and  well  may  their  friends 
and  relations  be  proud  of  them. 

The  report  of  Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  who  was 
the  senior  officer  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  is  enclosed, 
with  the  reports  of  the  other  officers.  Captain 
Squires  fought  the  batteries  of  Fort  St.  Philip 
most  gallantly.  He  was  in  charge  of  that  fort 
during  the  whole  bombardment.  The  severe 
work  at  Fort  Jackson  required  my  constant  pres- 
ence there.  I  had  every  confidence  in  the  cool- 
ness, courage,  and  skill  of  Captain  Squires  and 
his  officers,  and  most  satisfactorily  did  they  dis- 
charge their  duties.  I  refer  you  to  his  report 
for  the  mention  of  the  individual  conduct  of  his 
officers. 
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The  floating  battery  "  Louisiana,"  the  steam 
ram  Manassas,  and  the  Confederate  steamer 
McRae,  together  with  a  number  of  vessels  which 
had  been  fitted  up  by  the  Confederate  and  State 
Governments,  were  in  the  river  above  the  forts 
at  the  time  the  enemy  made  the  dash  by.  I  am 
unable  to  state  what  assistance,  if  any,  was  ren- 
dered by  the  greater  portion  of  these.  At  day- 
light I  observed  the  McRae  gallantly  fighting, 
at  terrible  odds,  contending,  at  close  quarters, 
with  two  of  the  enemy's  powerful  ships.  Her 
gallant  commander,  Lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Hu- 
ger,  fell  during  the  conflict,  severely,  but  I  trust 
not  mortally  wounded. 

The  Manassas  I  observed  under  weigh,  appar- 
ently in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy,  but  I  soon  lost  sight  of  her. 

I  would  here  observe,  that  I  think  an  investi- 
gation should  be  demanded  into  the  conduct  of 
the  authorities  afloat,  whose  neglect  of  our 
urgent  entreaties  to  light  up  the  river  during 
this  sad  night  contributed  so  much  to  the  suc- 
cess of  our  enemies 

My  adjutant,  Lieutenant  C.  N.  Morse,  was  in- 
defatigable in  the  discharge  of  his  important 
duties,  which  required  his  constant  presence 
near  my  person,  and  has  my  sincere  thanks. 

Surgeon  Somerville  Burke,  C.  S.  A.,  and  Dr. 
Bradbury  (who  kindly  volunteered  his  services 
when  he  became  aware  of  the  attack  on  the 
forts),  were  unremitting  in  their  attention  to  the 
wounded,  fearlessly  exposing  themselves,  at  all 
times,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Lieutenant  Charles  Warmes,  ordnance  officer, 
distinguished  himself  by  the  self-sacrificing  at- 
tention to  arduous  and  important  duties.  Day 
night  he  was  at  his  post,  and,  by  his  great  exer- 
tions, our  magazine  was  saved  from  being  flood- 
ed, the  water  having  risen  considerably  above 
the  floor. 

Lieutenants  Mann  and  Royster,  of  €aptain 
Ryan's  company,  rendered  fearless  and  efficient 
service. 

Captain  Ryan  was  with  a  detachment  of  his 
company,  on  board  the  Louisiana,  during  a 
portion  of  the  bombardment,  and  in  the  fight  of 
Thursday  morning.  At  ah1  times  his  services 
were  most  promptly,  rendered. 

Mr.  James  Ward  rendered  me  the  most  im- 
portant services  during  the  bombardment.    In 
charge  of  the  firemen,  he  made  almost  super- 
human exertions  during  the  burning  of  the  cita- 
del.   He  has  my  warmest  gratitude. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  HIGGINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  C.  S.  A.,  commanding 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  LIEUT. -COL.  HIGGINS. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  April  30, 1862. 

Lieutenant  Win.  M.  Bridges,  Aide-de-Camp  and 

A.  A.  Adjutant-Gen.,  Second  Brigade: 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  April,  1862,  a 


formal  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St.  Philip  was  made  by  Commander  Da- 
vid D.  Porter,  commanding  United  States  mortar- 
fleet. 

The  terms  which  were  offered  were  of  the 
most  liberal  nature  ;  but  so  strong  was  I  in  the 
belief  that  we  could  resist  successfully  any  at- 
tack which  could  be  made  upon  us  either  by 
land  or  water,  that  the  terms  were  at  once  re- 
fused. Our  fort  was  still  strong.  Our  damage 
had  been,  to  some  extent,  repaired.  Our  men 
had  behaved  well,  and  all  was  hope  and  confi- 
dence with  the  officers,  when,  suddenly,  at  mid- 
night, I  was  aroused  by  the  report  that  the  gar- 
rison had  revolted,  had  seized  the  guard,  and 
were  spiking  the  guns.  Word  was  sent  us, 
through  the  Sergeants  of  companies,  that  the 
men  would  fight  no  longer.  The  company  offi- 
cers were  immediately  despatched  to  their  com- 
mands, but  were  driven  back.  Officers  were 
fired  upon  when  they  appeared  in  sight  upon 
the  parapet.  Signals  were  exchanged  by  the 
mutineers  with  Fort  St.  Philip.  The  mutiny 
was  complete,  and  a  general  massacre  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  the~  fort, 
appeared  inevitable. 

By  great  exertion  we  succeeded,  with  your 
influence,  in  preventing  this  disgraceful  blot 
upon  our  country,  and  were  fortunate  in  keep- 
ing the  passion  of  the  men  in  check  until  we 
could  effect  an  honorable  surrender  of  the  forts, 
which  was  done  by  us,  jointly,  on  the  morning 
of  the  twenty-eighth  instant. 

As  the  facts  and  documents  relating  to  this 
matter  are  in  your  possession,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  dwell  longer  on  this  humiliating  and 
unhappy  affair.  I  wish  to  place  on  record  here 
the  noble  conduct  of  Captain  Comay's  company, 
the  St.  Mary's  Cannoniers,  who  alone  stood  true 
as  steel,  when  every  other  company  in  Fort 
Jackson  basely  dishonored  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  HIGGINS, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  C.  S.  A.,  late  commander 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  M.  T.  SQUIRES. 

FORT- ST.  PHILIP,  April  27, 1862. 

Lieutenant  Charles  N.  Morse,  Post-Adjutant 
Fort  Jackson,  Louisiana : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  eighteenth 
instant,  perceiving  by  the  movements  of  the  en- 
emy that  they  were  about  taking  up  their  posi- 
tion, the  heavy  guns  were  ordered  to  open  upon 
them,  to  annoy  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
purpose  as  much  as  possible  ;  but  the  distance 
being  great,  and  the  range  extreme,  with  but 
very  little  success,  the  enemy  taking  little  or  no 
notice  of  our  fire,  only  answering  by  a  few  rifle 
shells,  at  long  intervals.  The  thirteen-inch  mor- 
tar after  the  thirteenth  round  became  useless, 
the  bed  giving  way  under  it,  breaking  in  two, 
and  the  mortar  coming  upon  the  ground.  The 
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enemy  retired  from  our  sight  at  eight  o'clock 
p.  M.,  and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  him  that 
night. 

At  an  early  hour  of  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth instant,  the  enemy  again  took  up  a  posi- 
tion identical  with  that  of  the  previous,  except- 
ing that  no  mortar-boats  were  on  this  shore,  all 
keeping  close  behind  the  point  of  woods,  and 
opening  fire  upon  Fort  Jackson,  which  was  al- 
lowed to  continue  without  interruption  from 
this  side.  Fearing  the  effect  and  having  ascer- 
tained the  exact  range  and  distances,  I  deter- 
mined to  open  upon  them  and  draw  off  some  of 
the  fire  to  this  side  if  possible.  It  was  immedi- 
ately done,  and  with  partial  success,  three  of 
the  mortar-boats  opening  upon  us  with  but  little 
effect. 

On  the  twentieth,  twenty-first,  and  twenty- 
second,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  still  continued 
from  their  mortar-boats,  with  an  occasional  shot 
from  the  gunboats.  The  only  damage  done  dur- 
ing these  days  was  the  damaging  the  platform 
of  the  twenty-four-pounder  gun  in  salient  near 
the  main  magazine,  the  shell  passing  under  and 
throwing  it  up,  but  not  rendering  it  useless. 
Our  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  with  no  visi- 
ble results  more  than  the  driving  back  of  two 
of  the  mortar-boats,  which  were  partially  ex- 
posed around  the  wooded  point.  The  fire  of 
the  enemy,  although  warm,  well-directed,  and 
sustained,  was,  for  the  most  part,  either  short  or 
very  much  over.  Up  to  this  time  the  only  guns 
used  were  the  columbiad  battery  in  the  main 
work,  and  the  thirteen-inch  mortar,  disabled  on 
the  first  day.  In  the  lower  water  battery,  one 
eight-inch  columbiad  and  one  seven-inch  rifle 
gun,  worked  by  Captain  R.  C.  Bond's  company ; 
four  ten-inch  sea-coast  mortars,  by  Captain  J.  H. 
Lamon's  company.  On  the  twenty-third,  the 
enemy  still  kept  up  a  regular  fire,  to  which  we 
did  not  reply  all  day.  At  3}£  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  the  men  were 
ready,  and  standing  at  their  guns,  having  re- 
ceived information  that  there  was  a  movement 
by  the  enemy.  No  vessels  were  to  be  seen,  and 
the  first  notice  of  an  enemy  nearing  us  was  the 
reply  to  the  shots  from  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
gunners  were  ordered  to  fire  by  the  flashes  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  which  was  done,  but  the  fire 
was  entirely  too  high,  and  passed  over  them. 
Immediately  after  this  a  vessel  came  in  sight, 
and  they  followed  each  other  in  rapid  success- 
ion, seemingly  in  pairs,  one  of  the  two  keeping 
back  far  enough  to  enable  her  to  deliver  her  fire 
from  her  broadsides.  The  fire  from  our  guns 
was  rapid,  and  from  the  little  that  could  be  seen 
and  heard,  was  accurate,  but  after  the  first  dis- 
charge, the  smoke  almost  hid  them  from  sight, 
and  we  were  again  compelled  to  judge  by  the 
flashes  of  their  guns.  As  to  the  effect  of  the 
fire,  it  is  impossible  to  state  what  it  was,  as  the 
darkness,  aided  by  the  smoke,  rendered  seeing 
out  of  the  question.  A  three-masted  propeller 
ran  ashore,  during  the  engagement,  above  the 
upper  water-battery,  and,  remaining  there  sev- 
eral minutes  with  a  fire-barge  alongside,  her 


rigging  had  caught  fire,  but  was  immediately 
extinguished.  We  were  not  able  to  open  upon 
her,  as  one  of  the  columbiads  had  been  pre- 
viously dismounted,  and  the  other  could  not  be 
brought  to  bear  ;  besides,  their  hands-  were  full 
with  other  vessels  coming  up,  and  the  twenty- 
four-pounder  in  the  salient  of  the  upper  water- 
battery,  bearing  directly  upon  her,  had  been 
broken  in  two  near  the  trunnions.  The  vessels 
passed  close  under  our  guns,  taking  advantage 
of  the  eddy,  which  runs  up  with  considerable 
force,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  more 
than  one  or  two  shots  at  any  one  vessel,  they 
passed  with  such  rapidity. 

All  our  guns  were  worked  with  courage, 
energy,  and  skill,  excepting  the  upper  water- 
battery,  where  some  confusion  arose,  caused  by 
the  men  not  being  so  thoroughly  drilled  as  they 
should  have  been.  Company  C,  of  the  Confed- 
erate Recruits,  Lieutenant  J.  K.  Dixon,  were 
fully  prepared  to  work  the  guns  of  this  battery, 
and  would  have  done  so  with  effect,  but  were 
two  days  before  ordered  on  board  the  floating 
battery  Louisiana,  and  their  place  was  sup- 
plied by  Captain  Assanheimer's  Company  B, 
Twenty-fourth  regiment  Louisiana  volunteers, 
who  had  only  been  drilled  a  few  times,  and 
Captain  Massicott's  Company  D,  Chalmette  regi- 
ment, who  were  raw,  undrilled,  perfectly  ig- 
norant even  of  the  use  of  the  shot-guns  with 
winch  they  were  armed,  and  had  never  been 
drilled  at  artillery.  As  soon  as  it  was  seen  that 
the  guns  did  not  open,  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigley, 
with  such  men  as  could  be  gathered,  was  sent 
to  attend  to  them,  which  was  done,  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned,  to  the  satisfaction  of  that 
officer.  The  company  of  Confederate  recruits, 
under  Lieutenants  Dixon  and  Blow,  were  detail- 
ed to  report  to  Captain  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  for 
duty  on  board  the  Louisiana,  as  per  instruc- 
tions dated  headquarters  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  April  twenty-first,  1862,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth 
instant.  Captain  Lartigue's  company  did  good 
service  as  scouts  and  sharpshooters,  many  of 
them  being  out  at  all  times.  On  the  night  of 
the  twenty-third,  seven  of  them  were  sent  to  as- 
certain the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  all 
returned  without  accomplishing  anything.  Two 
other  scouts,  one  from  Company  K  and  the 
other  of  Company  F,  were  out  on  the  same 
mission,  and  had  it  not  been  from  the  failure  of 
the  rockets,  which  by  an  accident  became  wet, 
would  have  signalled  their  approach  much 
sooner.  As  it  was,  the  only  intimation  I  re- 
ceived was  the  firing  of  one  of  their  muskets. 
The  following  is  the  number  of  projectiles  used, 
etc. :  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  (675)  eight- 
inch  solid  shot,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
(171)  eight-inch  shells,  thirteen  thirteen-inch 
from  columbiad  battery,  etc.,  in  main  work ;  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  ten-inch  mortar  shells 
from  lower  mortar  battery,  four  hundred  and 
seventy  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  lower  water-bat- 
tery ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  shot,  grape,  and 
canister,  from  upper  water-battery.  Captain  R 


684 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


C.  Bond,  assisted  by  First  Lieutenants  Carleton 
Hunt  and  Wm.  E.  Ellis,  and  his  Company  K, 
Captain  J.  H.  Laraon,  with  the  assistance  of 
First  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Fowler,  with  his  Com- 
pany C,  in  the  lower  battery,  manning  the  forty- 
two  and  thirty-two  pounders  respectively ; 
Lieutenants  Lewis  B.  Taylor  and  W.  B.  Jones, 
with  Company  F,  at  the  columbiad  battery,  and 
Lieutenant  A.  J.  Quigly,  with  supernumeraries 
of  Company  F,  taken  from  main  work  to  man 
guns  of  upper  water-battery,  behaved  with  gal- 
lantry, energy,  coolness,  and  bravery,  worthy  of 
imitation ;  and  all,  both  officers  and  men,  de- 
serve the  highest  praise  that  could  be  given  to 
any  one,  for  the  honorable  part  they  performed 
during  the  whole  time  since  the  commencement 
of  this  trying  conflict.  Captain  Charles  Assan- 
heimer's  Company  B,  did  their  best,  both  his 
officers  and  men.  Individual  acts  of  heroism  are 
numerous  ;  but  where  all  did  so  well,  it  would 
appear  invidious  to  mention  names.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  were  everything  to  be  done  again, 
or  anything  else  required  •  to  be  performed, 
one  could  ask  no  other  privilege  than 
to  have  the  same  men  to  do  it — feel- 
ing satisfied  it  would  be  as  well  carried  out 
as  possible.  The  injury  to  the  fort  was  slight. 
Of  the  guns,  one  banded  seven-inch  rifle  was 
bursted  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  in  its  bore 
near  the  muzzle,  and  one  twenty-four  pounder 
gun  was  broken  in  two  about  fourteen  inches 
in  front  of  the  trunnions,  by  being  struck  by  a 
solid  shot.  An  eight-inch  columbiad  was  dis- 
mounted, but  only  temporarily  useless,  the  gun 
being  uninjured  and  soon  remounted.  The 
platform  of  one  twenty-four-pounder  gun  was 
undermined  by  a  shell,  but  not  rendered  entirely 
useless.  One  of  the  uprights  of  a  forty-two- 
pounder  gun-carriage  was  partly  shot  away,  but 
can  still  be  of  service. 

With  many  thanks  to  ah1  officers  and  men  for 
their  assistance  and  efficient  aid,  and  humbly 
bowing  before  the  will  of  Almighty  God, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  T.  SQUIRES, 

Captain  Louisiana  Atillery. 
Casualties  During  the  Bcmibavdmenl. 


1 

I 

| 

In  Fort  Jackson. 

g 

33 

42 

In  Fort  St.  Philip 

2 

4 

6 

Totals  

11 

37 

48 

SoMERVILLE    BuRKE, 

CHARLES  D.  LEWIS, 

Assistant  Surgeons,  C.  S.  A 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  M.  L.  SMITH. 

CAMP  MOORE,  TAJTC-JPAHOA,  LA.,  May  6,  1862. 

Major  J.  G.  Picket,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
MAJOR:  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  at 
the  Chalmette  and  McGee  lines,  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  from  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  These 
interior  lines  of  defence  are  constructed  with 
special  reference  to  an  attack  by  land,  but,  ter- 
minating them  on  the  river  banks,  were  two 
batteries  calculated  for  twelve  and  twenty  guns 
respectively,  and  at  the  time  of  the  action  con- 
taining five  and  nine.  Ten  forty-two-poundere, 
intended  for  this  battery,  were  turned  over  to 
the  navy  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  by 
water.  This  has  been  considered  as  depending 
upon  the  forts  mentioned,  which  are  well-con- 
structed, permanent  works,  rather  well  armed, 
and  far  stronger  than  any  other  that  could  be 
hastily  erected.  With  this  view,  all  the  avail- 
able material,  both  of  guns  and  ammunition, 
had  been  concentrated  there  prior  to  the  bom- 
bardment, and  during  its  continuance  was  being 
added  to  in  such  quantities  daily  as  the  means 
of  the  department  admitted  of,  it  being  evident 
that  the  decisive  struggle  was  there  to  be  made. 
As  soon,  therefore,  as  it  became  certain  that  the 
large  vessels  of  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in 
passing,  there  no  longer  existed  a  chance  of 
preventing  them  from  reaching  New  Orleans, 
and  the  short  resistance  made  by  the  few  guns 
mounted  in  the  two  batteries  of  the  interior 
lines  was  made  through  a  sense  of  duty,  but 
without  any  expectation  of  success,  the  enemy 
numbering  as  many  vessels,  less  one,  as  we  had 
guns. 

On  the  side  of  the  river,  where  I  was  in  per- 
son during  the  action,  were  stationed  three  com- 
panies of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney's  battal- 
ion of  sharpshooters.  With  the  five  guns  on 
the  other  side  were  Captain  Patton's  company 
of  the  Twenty-second  Louisiana  volunteers,  one 
company  from  Fort  Pike,  under  Lieutenant  But- 
ter, one  company  Beauregard  battery,  besides 
two  battalions  of  infantry  collected  in  camp  for 
instruction,  as  well  as  to  guard  the  line  in  case 
of  the  enemy's  landing  and  attacking  by  land — 
alt  under  immediate  command  of  General  Buis- 
son. 

The  enemy's  vessels  had  approached  to  with- 
in about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  before  we  opened 
on  them,  the  first  gun  being  from  Pinckney's 
battery,  and  immediately  followed  by  several 
From  the  battery  on  the  opposite  side,  and  as 
promptly  replied  to  from  the  enemy's  vessels. 
The  engagement  lasted  until  every  round  of  am- 
munition on  hand  was  fired,  both  officers  and 
men  displaying  a  coolness  and  intrepidity  that 
was  gratifying,  especially  as  regards  the  men, 
who  then  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives  dis- 
charged a  heavy  gun.  The  firing  on  our  side 
was  spirited,  perhaps  a  little  uncertain  ;  on  the 
enemy's,  heavy  and  well  directed. 

During  the  engagement  their  vessels  gradu- 
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ally  lessened  the  distance,  until  near  enough  to 
open  with  grape  and  canister. 

The  ammunition  being  expended,  and  every 
sense  of  duty  satisfied,  permission  was  given  to 
Colonel  Pinckney  to  withdraw  his  command 
along  the  line  of  field  works  affording  shelter, 
which  was  done  deliberately,  officers  and  men 
retiring  together.  The  casualties  were  one 
killed  and  one  wounded.  The  battery  on  the 
Chalmette  side  seemed  well  served,  and  no 
doubt  was  so,  judging  from  the  character  of 
the  officers  present. 

The  enemy,  steaming  up  between  us  and  the 
city,  prevented  the  retreat  of  the  troops  to  that 
point.  They  were  accordingly  directed  to  gain 
the  Opelousas  Railroad  and  reach  Camp  Moore 
via  Lafourche,  or  such  route  as  might  be  found 
best.  Lieutenan1>Colonel  Pinckney  has  already 
reported  with  his  command,  but  somewhat  re- 
duced in  numbers. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  wish  particularly 
to  call  attention  to  the  admirable  assistance  ren- 
dered by  Lieutenants  McDonald  and  B.  M.  Har- 
rod,  on  engineer  duty,  both  before  and  after  the 
action.  Their  conduct  could  not  have  been  bet- 
ter. Lieutenant  Frost,  on  special  duty,  was 
also  of  material  assistance,  but  in  carrying  out 
some  instructions,  was  accidentally  absent  dur- 
ing the  engagement. 

Having  received  no  report  from  General  Buis- 
son  concerning  the  operations  on  his  side  of  the 
river,  I  am  unable  to  refer  to  them  more  par- 
ticularly. Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Doc.  58. 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  TEN- 
NESSEE. 

GENERAL  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON'S  ORDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,  V 
July  17,  1864.         / 

General  Orders  No.  4. 

In  obedience  to  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, I  "  turn  over  to  General  Hood  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  and  Department  of  Tennessee." 

I  cannot  leave  this  noble  army  without  ex- 
pressing my  admiration  of  the  high  military 
qualities  it  has  displayed.  A  long  and  arduous 
campaign  has  made  conspicuous  every  soldierly 
virtue — endurance  of  toils,  obedience  to  or- 
ders, brilliant  courage.  The  enemy  has  never 
attacked  but  to  be  repulsed  and  severely  pun- 
ished. You,  soldiers,  have  never  argued  but 
from  your  courage,  and  never  counted  your  foes. 

No  longer  your  leader,  I  will  still  watch  your 
career  and  will  rejoice  in  your  victories.  To 
one  and  all  I  offer  assurances  of  my  friendship, 
and  bid  an  affectionate  farewell. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General 

A.  P.  MASON, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  G. 

COLONEL  B.  S.  EWELL, 

.   A.  A.  General,  Atlanta,  Go. 


GENERAL  J.  B.  HOOD'S  ORDER. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE,  ) 
"  IN  THS  FIELD,"  July  18,  1864.      j 

SOLDIERS  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  I  assume  command  of  this 
Army  and  Department.  I  feel  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
devolved  upon  me  by  this  position,  and  shall 
bend  all  my  energies  and  employ  all  my  skill  to 
meet  its  requirements.  I  look  with  confidence 
to  your  patriotism  to  stand  by  me,  and  rely 
upon  your  prowess  to  wrest  your  country  from 
the  grasp  of  the  invader,  entitling  yourselves  to 
the  proud  distinction  of  being  called  the  deliv- 
erers of  an  oppressed  people. 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

General. 

KINLOCK  FALCONER, 

A.  A.  A.G. 

COLONEL  EWELL, 

A.  A.  General. 

GENERAL  JOHNSTON'S  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

VINEVILLE,  GA.,  October  20,  1864, 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, while  it  was  under  my  command.  Want 
of  the  reports  of  the  Lieutenant-Generals,  for 
which  I  have  waited  until  now,  prevents  me 
from  being  circumstantial : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President, 
received  by  telegraph  at  Clinton,  Mississippi, 
December  eighteenth,  1863, 1  assumed  command 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  at  Dalton,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  that  month. 

Letters  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  respectively  twenty-third  and  twen- 
tieth of  December,  impressed  upon  me  the  im- 
portance of  soon  commencing  active  operations 
against  the  enemy.  The  relative  forces,  includ- 
ing the  moral  effect  of  the  affair  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  condition  of  artillery  horses,  most  of 
those  of  the  cavalry,  and  want  of  field-transpor- 
tation, made  it  impracticable  to  effect  these 
wishes  of  the  Executive. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  December  the  effective 
total  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  that  army, 
including  two  brigades  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mississippi,  was  36,826  ;  the  effective 
total  of  the  cavalry,  including  Roddy's  com- 
mand at  Tuscumbia,  was  5,613.  The  Federal 
force  in  our  front,  exclusive  of  cavalry  and  the 
Ninth  and  Twenty-third  corps  at  Knoxville,  was 
estimated  at  80.000. 

The  winter  was  mainly  employed  in  improv- 
ing the  discipline  and  equipment  of  the  army 
and  bringing  back  absentees  to  the  ranks.  At 
the  end  of  April  more  than  five  thousand  had 
rejoined  their  regiments. 

The  horses  ot  the  artillery  and  cavalry  had 
been  much  reduced  in  condition  by  the  previ- 
ous campaign.  As  full  supplies  of  'forage  could 
not  be  furnished  them  at  Dalton,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  about  half  of  each  of  these  arms 
of  service  far  to  the  rear,  where  the  country 
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could  furnish  food.  On  that  account,  Brigadier- 
General  Roddy  was  ordered,  with  about  three- 
fourths  of  his  troops,  from  Tuscmnbia  to  Dai- 
ton,  and  arrived  at  the  end  of  February.  On 
the  second  of  April,  however,  he  was  sent  back 
to  his  former  position  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
On  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  January, 
Baldwin's  and  Quarles'  brigades  returned  to 
the  Department  of  Mississippi  and  East  Lou- 
isiana, to  which  they  belonged.  His  Excellency 
Joseph  E.  Brown  added  to  the  army  two  regi- 
ments of  State  troops,  which  were  used  to 
guard  the  railroad  bridges  between  Dalton  and 
Atlanta. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  February  the  Presi- 
dent ordered  me,  by  telegraph,  to  detach  Lieu- 
tenant^General  Hardee,  with  the  infantry  of  his 
corps,  except  Stevenson's  division,  to  aid  Lieu- 
tenant-General Polk  against  Sherman  in  Missis- 
sippi. This  order  was  obeyed  as  promptly  as 
our  means  of  transportation  permitted. 

The  force  detached  was  probably  exaggerated 
to  Major-General  Thomas — for  on  the  twenty- 
third  the  Federal  army  advanced  to  Ringgold — 
on  the  twenty-fourth  drove  in  our  outposts — 
and  on  the  twenty-fifth  skirmished  at  Mill  Creek 
Gap,  and  in  the  Crow  Valley  east  of  Rocky  Face 
Mountain.  We  were  successful  at  both  places. 
In  the  latter,  Clayton's  brigade,  after  a  sharp 
action  of  half  an  hour,  defeated  double  its  num- 
ber. At  night  it  was  reported  that  a  United 
States  brigade  was  occupying  Dug  Gap,  from 
which  it  had  driven  our  troops.  Granbury's 
Texan  brigade,  returning  from  Mississippi,  had 
just  arrived.  It  was  ordered  to  march  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  immediately,  and  to  retake 
the  Gap  at  sunrise  next  morning,  which  was 
done. 

In  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth  the  enemy 
retired. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February  I  suggest- 
ed to  the  Executive  by  letter,  through  General 
Bragg,  that  all  preparations  for  a  forward  move- 
merit  should  be  made  without  further  delay.  In 
a  letter,  dated  fourth  of  March,  General  Bragg 
desired  me  "  to  have  all  things  ready  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment  for  the  movement 
indicated."  In  replying,  on  the  twelfth,  I  re- 
minded him  that  the  regulations  of  the  War 
Department  do  not  leave  such  preparations  to 
commanders  of  troops,  but  to  officers  who  re- 
ceive their  orders  from  Richmond. 

On  the  eighteenth,  a  letter  was  received  from 
General  Bragg,  sketching  a  plan  of  offensive 
operations,  and  enumerating  the  troops  to  be 
used  in  them  under  me.  I  was  invited  to  ex- 
press my  views  on  the  subject.  In  doing  so, 
both  by  telegraph  and  mail,  I  suggested  modifi- 
cations, and  urged  that  the  additional  troops 
named  should  be  sent  immediately,  to  enable 
us,  should  the  enemy  advance,  to  beat  him,  and 
then  move  forward  ;  or  should  he  not  advance, 
do  so  ourselves.  General  Bragg  replied  by 
telegraph,  on  the  twenty-first :  "  Your  despatch 
of  nineteenth  does  not  indicate  acceptance  of 
plan  proposed.  Troops  can  only  be  drawn  from 


other  points  for  advance.     Upon  your  decision 
of  that  point  further  action  must  depend." 

I  replied,  by  telegraph,  on  the  twenty-second : 
"  In  my  despatch  of  nineteenth,  I  expressly  ac- 
cept taking  offensive — only  differ  with  you  as 
to  details.  I  assume  that  the  enemy  will  be 
prepared  for  advance  before  we  are,  and  will 
make  it,  to  our  advantage.  Therefore  I  pro- 
pose, both  for  offensive  and  defensive,  to  assem- 
ble our  troops  here  immediately."  This  was  not 
noticed.  Therefore,  on  the  twenty-fifth,  I  again 
urged  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  because  the  enemy  was  collecting  a 
larger  force  than  that  of  the  last  'campaign, 
while  ours  was  less  than  it  had  been  then. 

On  the  third  of  April  Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  H. 
Cole  arrived  at  Dalton  to  direct  the  procuring  of 
artillery  horses  and  field-transportation,  to  en- 
able the  army  to  advance. 

On  the  fourth,  under  Orders  32  of  1864, 1  ap- 
plied to  the  chief  of  the  conscript  service  for 
1,000  negro  teamsters.  None  were  received. 

On  the  eighth  of  April,  Colonel  B.  S.  Ewell, 
A.  A.  G-.,  was  sent  to  Richmond  to  represent  to 
the  President  my  wish  to  take  the  offensive 
with  proper  means,  and  to  learn  his  views.  A 
few  days  after  Brigadier-General  Pendleton  ar- 
rived from  Richmond  to  explain  to  me  the  Presi- 
dent's wishes  on  that  subject.  I  explained  to 
him  the  modification  of  the  plan  communicated 
by  General  Bragg,  which  seemed  to  me  essential 
— which  required  that  the  intended  reinforce- 
ments should  be  sent  to  Dalton.  I  urged  that 
this  should  be  done  without  delay — because 
our  present  force  was  not  sufficient  even  for 
defence — and  to  enable  us  to  take  the  offensive, 
if  the  enemy  did  not. 

On  the  first  of  May  I  reported  the  enemy  about 
to  advance.  On  the  second,  Brigadier-General 
Mercer's  command  arrived,  about  1,400  effective 
infantry.  On  the  fourth  I  expressed  myself 
'  satisfied"  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  attack 
with  his  united  forces,  and  again  urged  that  a 
part  of  Lieutenant-Genera]  Folk's  troops  should 
be  put  at  my  disposal.  I  was  informed  by 
Greneral  Bragg  that  orders  to  that  effect  were 
^iven. 

Major-General  Martin,  whose  division  of 
cavalry,  coming  from  East  Tennessee,  had  been 
lalted  on  the  Etowah  to  recruit  its  horses,  was 
ordered  with  it  to  observe  the  Oostanaula  from 
Resaca  to  Rome,  and  Brigadier-General  Kelly 
was  ordered  with  his  command  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Resaca,  to  report  to  Major-General 
Wheeler. 

The  effective  artillery  and  infantry  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  after  the  arrival  of  Mercer's 
arigade,  amounted  to  40,900 ;  the  effective 
cavalry  to  about  4,000.  Major -General  Sher- 
man's army  was  composed  of  that  of  Missionary 
Ridge  (then  80,000)  increased  by  several  re- 
cruits: 5,000  men  under  Hovey,  the  Twenty- 
Third  (Schofield's)  from  Knoxville,  and  two  divi- 
sions of  the  Sixteenth  from  North  Alabama. 
Major-General  Wheeler  estimated  the  cavalry  of 
that  army  as  15,000. 
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On  the  fifth  of  May  this  army  was  in  line  be- 
tween Ringgold  and  Tunnel  Hill,  and  after  skir- 
mishing on  that  and  the  following  day,  on  the 
seventh  pressed  back  our  advanced  troops  to 
Mill  Creek  Gap.  On  the  same  day  Canty  reached 
Resaca  with  his  brigade,  and  was  halted  there. 
On  the  eighth,  at  4  p.  M.,  a  division  of  Hooker's 
corps  assaulted  Dug  Gap,  which  was  bravely 
held  by  two  regiments  of  Reynolds'  .Arkansas 
brigade,  and  Grigsby's  brigade  of  Kentucky 
cavalry  fighting  on  foot,  until  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  with  Granbury's 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  was  put  to  flight.  On 
the  ninth  five  assaults  were  made  on  Lieutenant 
General  Hood's  troops  on  Rocky  Face  Mountain. 
All  were  repulsed.  In  the  afternoon  a  report 
was  received  that  Logan's  and  Dodge's  corps 
were  in  Snake  Greek  Gap.  Three  divisions 
under  Lieutenant-General  Hood  were  therefore 
sent  to  Resaca.  On  the  tenth  Lieutenant-General 
Hood  reported  the  enemy  retiring.  Skirmish- 
ing to  our  advantage  continued  all  day  near 
Dalton.  Major-General  Bates  repulsed  a  vigor- 
ous attack  at  night.  On  the  eleventh  Brigadierr 
General  Canty  reported  that  the  enemy  was  again 
approaching  Resaca.  Lieutenant-General  Polk 
arrived  in  the  evening  with  Loring's  division, 
and  was  instructed  to  defend  the  place  with 
those  troops  and  Canty's.  The  usual  skirmish- 
ing continued  near  Dalton. 

Rocky  Face  Mountain,  and  Snake  Creek  Gap, 
at  its  south  end,  completely  covered  for  the 
enemy  the  operation  of  burning  Dalton.  On 
the  12th  the  Federal  army,  covered  by  the 
mountain,  moved  by  Snake  Creek  Gap  towards 
Reeaca.  Major-General  Wheeler,  with  2,200  of 
ours,  attacked  and  defeated  more  than  double 
that  number  of  Federal  cavalry  near  Varnell's 
Station.  At  night  our  artillery  and  infantry 
marched  for  Resaca.  The  cavalry  followed  on  the 
thirteenth.  On  that  day  the  enemy  approaching 
on  the  Snake  Creek  Gap  road,  was  checked  by 
Loring's  troops,  which  gave  time  for  the  forma- 
tion of  Hardee's  and  Hood's  corps,  just  arriving. 
As  the  army  was  formed,  the  left  of  Folk's  corps 
was  on  the  Oostanaula,  and  the  right  of  Hood's 
on  the  Connasauga.  There  was  brisk  skirmish- 
ing during  the  afternoon  on  Folk's  front  and 
Hardee's  left. 

On  the  fourteenth  the  enemy  made  several 
attacks — the  most  vigorous  on  Hindman's  divis- 
ion (Hood's  left).  All  were  handsomely  re- 
pulsed. At  six  P.  M.  Hood  advanced  with  Ste- 
venson's and  Stewart's  divisions,  supported  by 
two  of  Walker's  brigades,  driving  the  enemy 
from  his  ground  before  night.  He  was  in- 
structed to  be  ready  to  continue  the  offensive 
next  morning.  At  nine  p.  M.  I  learned  that 
Lieutenant-General  Folk's  troops  had  lost  a  po- 
sition commanding  our  bridges,  and  received 
from  Major-General  Martin  a  report  that  Federal 
infantry  was  crossing  the  Oostanaula  near  Cal- 
houn,  on  a  pontoon  bridge..  The  instructions 
to  Lieutenant-General  Hood  were  revoked,  and 
Walker's  division  sent  to  the  point  named  by 
Major-General  Mai  tin. 


On  the  fifteenth  there  was  severe  skirmish- 
ing on  the  whole  front.  Major-General  Walker 
reported  no  movement  near  Calhoun,  Lieuten- 
ant-General Hood  was  directed  to  prepare  to 
move  forward,  his  right  leading,  supported  by 
two  brigades  from  Folk's  and  Hardee's  corps. 
When  he  was  about  to  move,  information  came 
from  Major-General  Walker  that  the  Federal 
right  was  crossing  the  river.  To  meet  this 
movement  Lieutenant-General  Hood^  attack 
was  countermanded.  Stewart's  division  not  re- 
ceiving the  order  from  corps  headquarters  in 
time,  attacked  unsuccessfully.  The  army  was 
ordered  to  cross  the  Oostanaula  that  night,  de- 
stroying the  bridges  behind  it. 

On  the  sixteenth  the  enemy  crossed  the  Oos- 
tanaula. Lieutenant-General  Hardee  skirmished 
with  them  successfully  near  Calhoun. 

The  fact  that  a  part  of  Folk's  troops  were 
still  in  the  rear,  and  the  great  numerical  superi- 
ority of  the  Federal  army,  made  it  expedient  to 
risk  battle  only  when  the  position  or  some  blun- 
der on  the  part  of  the  enemy  might  give  us 
counterbalancing  advantages.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  fall  back  slowly,  until  circumstances 
should  put  the  chances  of  battle  in  our  favor — 
keeping  so  near  the  United  States  army  as  to 
prevent  its  sending  reinforcements  to  Grant — 
and  hoping,  by  taking  advantage  of  positions 
and  opportunities,  to  reduce  the  odds  against 
us  by  partial  engagements.  I  also  expected  it  to 
be  materially  reduced  before  the  end  of  June, 
by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  service  of 
many  of  the  regiments  which  had  not  re-en- 
listed. In  this  way  we  fell  back  to  Cassville,  in 
two  marches.  At  Adairsville,  about  midday 
on  the  seventeenth,  Folk's  cavalry,  under  Briga- 
adier-General  Jackson,  met  the  army,. and  Har- 
dee, after  severe  skirmishing,  checked  the  ene- 
my. At  this  point,  on  the  eighteenth,  Folk's 
and  Hood's  corps  took  the  direct  road  to  Cass- 
ville— Hardee's  that  by  Kingston.  About  half 
the  Federal  army  took  each  road. 

French's  division  having  joined  Folk's  corps 
on  this  eighteenth,  on  the  morning  of  the  nine- 
teenth, when  half  the  Federal  army  was  near 
Kingston,  the  two  corps  at  Cassville  were  or- 
dered to  advance  against  the  troops  that  had 
followed  them  from  Adairsville — Hood's  leading 
on  the  right.  When  this  corps  had  advanced 
some  two  miles,  one  of  his  staff  officers  reported 
to  Lieutenant-General  Hood  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching  on  the  Canton  road  in  rear  of  the 
right  of  our  original  position.  He  drew  back 
his  troops  and  formed  them  across  that  road. 
When  it  was  discovered-  that  the  officer  was 
mistaken  the  opportunity  had  passed,  by  the 
near  approach  of  the  two  portions  of  the  Fed- 
eral army.  Expecting  to  be  attacked,  I  drew 
up  the  troops  in  what  seemed  to  me  an  excel- 
lent position — a  bold  ridge  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  Cassville,  with  an  open  valley  before  it. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  commenced 
soon  after  the  troops  were  formed,  and  contin- 
ued until  night.  Soon  after  dark  Lieutenant- 
Generals  Polk  and  Hood  together  expressed  to 
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me,  decidedly,  the  opinion,  formed  upon  the  ob- 
servation of  the  afternoon,  that  the  Federal 
artillery  would  render  their  positions  unten- 
able the  next  day,  and  urged  me  to  abandon  the 
ground  immediately  and  cross  the  Etowah. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  whose  position  I 
thought  the  weakest,  was  confident  that  he 
could  hold  it.  The  other  two  officers  were  so 
earnest,  however,  and  so  unwilling  to  depend 
on  the  ability  of  their  corps  to  defend  the 
ground,  that  I  yielded,  and  the  army  crossed  the 
Etowah  on  the  twentieth,  a  step  which  I  have 
regretted  ever  since.  Wheeler's  cavalry  was 
placed  in  observation  above  and  Jackson's  be- 
low the  railroad. 

On  the  twenty-second  Major-General  Wheel- 
er was  sent  with  all  his  troops  not  required 
for  observation  to  the  enemy's  rear,  and  on 
the  twenty-fourth  beat  a  brigade  at  Cassville 
and  took  or  burned  two  hundred  and  fifty  loaded 
wagons.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  was  re- 
ported, by  Jackson's  troops,  moving  down  the 
Etowah,  as  if  to  cross  it  near  Stilesboro,  and 
crossing  on  the  twenty-third.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  Folk's  and  Hardee's  corps  reached  the 
road  from  Stilesboro  to  Atlanta,  a  few  miles 
south  of  Dallas,  and  Hood's  four  miles  from 
New  Hope  Church,  on  the  road  from  Alatoona. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  the  enemy  was  found  to  be 
intrenched  near  and  east  of  Dallas.  Hood's 
corps  was  placed  with  its  centre  at  New  Hope 
Church,  and  Folk's  and  Hardee's  ordered  be- 
tween it  and  the  Atlanta  road,  which  Har- 
dee's left  was  to  cover.  An  hour  before  sun- 
set Stewart's  division  was  fiercely  attacked  by 
Hooker's  corps,  which  it  repulsed  after  a  hot 
engagement  of  two  hours.  Skirmishing  was 
kept  up  on  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-sev- 
enth. At  half-past  five  p.  M.,  on  the  twenty- 
seventh,  Howard's  corps  assailed  Cleburne's  di- 
vision, and  was  driven  back  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. In  these  two  actions  our  troops  were  not 
intrenched.  Our  loss  in  each  was  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  the  enemy's  dead,  except  those 
borne  off.  were  counted — six  hundred.  We 
therefore  estimated  their  whole  loss  at  three 
thousand  at  least.  It  was  probably  greater  on 
the  twenty-fifth,  as  we  had  a  larger  force  en- 
gaged then,  both  of  infantry  and  artillery. 

The  usual  skirmishing  was  kept  up  on  the 
twenty-eighth.  Lieutenant-General  Hood  was 
instructed  to  put  his  corps  in  position  during 
the  night  to  attack  the  enemy's  left  flank  at 
dawn  next  morning,  the  rest  of  the  army  to 
join  in  the  action  successively  from  right  to 
left. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  Lieutenant>General  Hood, 
finding  the  Federal  left  covered  by  a  division 
which  had  intrenched  itself  in  the  night,  thought 
it  inexpedient  to  attack  —  so  reported  and 
asked  for  instructions.  As  the  resulting  delay 
made  the  attack  inexpedient,  even  if  it  had  not 
been  so  before,  by  preventing  the  surprise, 
upon  which  success  in  a  great  degree  depended, 
he  was  recalled. 


Skirmishing  continued  until  the  fourth  of 
June — the  enemy  gradually  extending  his  in- 
trenched line  toward  the  railroad  at  Acworth. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  army  was 
formed,  with  its  left  at  Lost  Mountain,  its  cen- 
tre near  Gilgath  Church,  and  its  right  near 
the  railroad.  On  the  seventh  the  right,  cov- 
ered by  Noonday  Creek,  was  extended  across 
the  Marietta  and  Acworth  road.  The  enemy 
approached  under  cover  of  successive  lines  of 
intrenchments.  There  was  brisk  and  incessant 
skirmishing  until  the  eighteenth.  On  the  four- 
teenth the  brave  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  dis- 
tinguished in  every  battle  in  which  this  army 
had  fought,  fell  by  a  cannon  shot  at  an  advanced 
post.  Major-General  Loring  succeeded  to  the 
command,  which  he  held  until  the  seventh  of 
July  with  great  efficiency. 

On  the  fourth  of  June  a  letter  from  Governor 
Brown  informed  me  that  he  had  organized  a  di- 
vision of  infantry  and  placed  it  under  my  or- 
ders. These  troops,  when  ready  for  service, 
under  Major-General  G.  W.  Smith,  were  em- 
ployed to  defend  the  crossings  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee,  to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Atlanta  by 
the  Federal  Cavalry. 

On  the  nineteenth  a  new  line  was  taken  by 
the  army — Hood's  corps  with  its  right  on  the 
Marietta  and  Canton  road,  Loring's  on  the  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain,  and  Hardee's  with  its  left  ex- 
tending across  the  Lost  Mountain  and  Marietta 
road.  The  enemy  approached,  as  usual,  under 
cover  of  successive  lines  of  intrenchments.  In 
this  position  there  was  incessant  fighting  and 
skirmishing  until  July  third — the  enemy  gradu- 
ally extending  his  intrenched  right  toward  At- 
lanta. On  the  twentieth  of  June,  Wheeler,  with 
eleven  hundred  men,  routed  Garrard's  division 
of  Federal  cavalry  on  our  right.  On  the  twenty- 
first  Hood's  corps  was  transferred  from  right  to 
left,  Wheeler's  cavalry  taking  charge  of  the  po- 
sition which  it  left.  On  the  twenty-second 
Lieutenant-General  Hood  reported  that  Hind- 
man's  and  Stevenson's  divisions  of  his  corps 
being  attacked,  drove  back  the  enemy,  taking  a 
line  of  his  breastworks,  but  were  compelled  to 
withdraw  by  the  fire  of  fortified  artillery.  In 
the  twenty-fourth  Hardee's  skirmishers  repulsed 
a  line  of  battle,  as  did  Stevenson's,  of  Hood's 
corps,  on  the  twenty-fifth. 

On  the  twenty-seventh,  after  a  furious  can- 
nonade of  several  hours,  the  enemy  made  a  gen- 
eral advance,  but  was  everywhere  repulsed  with 
heavy  loss.  The  assaults  were  most  vigorous 
on  Cheatham's  and  Cleburne's  divisions  of  Har- 
dee's corps  and  French's  and  Featherstone's  of 
Loring's.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reports 
that  Cheatham's  division  lost  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  one  hundred  and  -ninety-five  ;  the 
enemy  opposed  to  it,  by  the  statement  of  a  staff 
officer  subsequently  captured,  two  thousand  ; 
the  loss  of  Cleburne's  division,  eleven  ;  that  of 
the  enemy  in  his  .front,  one  thousand.  Major- 
General  Loring  reported  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six  of  his  corps  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing ;  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  by  their  own 
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estimates,  at  between  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  three  thousand,  which  he  thinks  very 
small. 

On  the  first  of  July  Major-General  Smith's 
division  was  ordered  to  support  the  cavalry  on 
our  left.  Their  effective  total  was  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred.  On  the  second,  the 
enemy's  right  being  nearer  to  Atlanta  by  several 
miles  than  our  left,  the  army  fell  back  during 
the  night  to  Smyrna  Church.  On  the  fourth, 
Major-General  Smith  reported  that  he  should  be 
compelled  to  withdraw  on  the  morning  of  the 
fifth  to  the  line  of  intrenchments  covering  the 
railroad  bridge  and  Turner's  Ferry.  The  army 
was  therefore  ordered  to  retire  at  the  same 
time  to  that  line  to  secure  our  bridges.  The 
cavalry  crossed  the  Chattahoochee,  Wheeler 
observing  it  for  some  twenty  miles  above,  and 
Jackson  as  far  below.  The  enemy  advanced  as 
usual,  covered  by  intrenchments.  Skirmishing 
continued  until  the  ninth.  Our  infantry  and 
artillery  were  brought  to  the  south-east  side  of 
the  river  that  night,  because  two  Federal  corps 
had  crossed  it  above  Powers'  Ferry  on  the 
eighth,  and  intrenched.  Lieu  tenant-General 
Stewart  took  command  of  his  corps  on  the 
seventh. 

The  character  of  Peachtree  Creek,  and  the 
numerous  fords  in  the  Chattahoochee  above  its 
mouth,  prevented  my  attempting  to  defend  that 
part  of  the  river.  The  broad  and  muddy  chan- 
nel of  the  creek  would  have  separated  the  two 
parts  of  the  army.  It,  and  the  river  below  its 
mouth,  were  therefore  taken  as  our  line;  A 
position  on  the  high  ground  south  of  the  creek 
was  selected  for  the  army,  from  which  to  attack 
the  enemy  while  crossing.  The  engineer  offi- 
cers, with  a  large  force  of  negroes,  were  set  to 
work  to  strengthen  the  fortifications  of  Atlanta, 
and  mount  on  them  seven  heavy  rifles  borrowed 
from  Major-General  Maury.  The  Chief-Engineer 
was  instructed  to  devote  his  attention,  first,  to 
the  works  between  the  Marietta  and  Decatur 
roads  ;  to  put  them  in  such  condition  that  they 
might  be  held  by  State  troops,  so  that  the  army 
might  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  when  he 
approached  the  town  :  this  in  the  event  that  we 
should  be  unsuccessful  in  attacking  the  Federal 
army  in  its  passage  of  Peachtree  Creek. 

After  the  armies  were  separated  by  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, skirmishing  became  less  severe.  On 
the  fourteenth  a  division  of  Federal  cavalry 
crossed  the  river  by  Moore's  Bridge,  near  New- 
nan,  but  was  driven  back  by  Armstrong's  bri- 
gade, sent  by  Brigadier-General  Jackson  to  meet 
it.  On  the  fifteenth  Governor  Brown  informed 
me  orally  that  he  hoped  to  reinforce  the  army 
before  the  end  of  the  month  with  near  ten  thou- 
sand State  troops. 

On  the  seventeenth  the  main  body  of  the 
Federal  army  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  be- 
tween Roswell  and  Powers'  Ferry.  At  ten  o'clock 
p.  M.,  while  I  was  giving  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Prestman,  Chief  Engineer,  instructions  in  regard 
to  his  work  of  the  next  day  on  the  fortifications 
of  Atlanta,  a  telegram  was  received  from  Gen- 
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eral  Cooper,  informing  me,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that,  as  I  had  failed  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  to  the  vicinity  of 
Atlanta,  and  expressed  no  confidence  that  I 
could  defeat  or  repel  him,  I  was  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Department  of 
Tennessee,  which  would  be  immediately  turned 
over  to  General  Hood.  This  was  done  at  once. 
On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  advancing,  and  at  General 
Hood's  request  I  continued  to  give  orders  until 
afternoon,  placing  the  troops  in  the  position 
selected  near  Peachtree  Creek. 

In  transferring  the  command  to  General  Hood, 
I  explained  my  plans  to  him  :  First :  to  attack 
the  Federal  army  while  crossing  Peachtree 
Creek.  If  we  were  successful,  great  results 
might  be  hoped  for,  as  the  enemy  would  have 
both  the  creek  and  the  river  to  intercept  his  re- 
treat. Second :  if  unsuccessful,  to  keep  back 
the  enemy  by  intrenching,  to  give  time  for  the 
assembling  of  the  State  troops  promised  by 
Governor  Brown,  to  garrison  Atlanta  with  those 
troops,  and  when  the  Federal  army  approached 
the  town,  attack  it  on  its  most  exposed  flank 
with  all  the  Confederate  troops. 

These  troops,  who  had  been  for  seventy-four 
days  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy, 
laboring  and  fighting  daily,  enduring  toil,  ex- 
posure, and  danger  with  equal  cheerfulness, 
more  confident  and  high-spirited  than  when  the 
Federal  army  presented  itself  near  Dalton,  were 
then  inferior  to  none  who  ever  served  the  Con- 
federacy. 

Under  the  excellent  administration  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mackall,  Chief  of  Staff,  the  troops 
were  well  equipped,  and  abundantly  supplied. 
The  draught  animals  of  the  artillery  and  Quarter- 
master's Department  were  in  better  condition 
on  the  eighteenth  of  July  than  on  the  fifth  of 
May.  We  lost  no  material  in  the  retreat,  except 
the  four  field-pieces  mentioned  in  the  accompa- 
nying report  of  General  Hood. 

I  commenced  the  campaign  with  General 
Bragg's  Army  of  Missionary  Ridge,  with  one 
brigade  added  (Mercer's),  and  two  taken  away 
(Baldwin's  and  Quarles').  That  opposed  to  us 
was  Grant's  army  of  Missionary  Ridge,  then  es- 
timated at  eighty  thousand  by  our  principal 
officers,  increased,  as  I  have  stated,  by  two 
corps,  a  division,  and  several  thousand  recruits 
— in  all,  at  least  thirty  thousand  men.  The  cav- 
alry of  that  army  was  estimated  by  Major- 
General  Wheeler  at  fifteen  thousand. 

The  reinforcements  which  joined  our  army 
amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  infantry  and  artil- 
lery, and  four  thousand  cavalry.  Our  scouts 
reported  much  greater  numbers  joining  the 
United  States  army — garrisons  and  bridge-guards 
from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  relieved  by  "  one- 
hundred  days'  men,"  and  the  Seventeenth  corps 
with  two  thousand  cavalry. 

The  loss  of  our  infantry  and  artillery  from  the 
fifth  of  May  had  been  about  ten  thousand  in 
killed  and  wounded,  and  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  from  all  other  causes — mainly  slight 
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sickness  produced  by  heavy  cold  rains,  which 
prevailed  in  the  latter  half  of  June.  These  and 
the  slightly  wounded  were  beginning  to  rejoin 
their  regiments.  For  want  of  reports  I  am  un- 
able to  give  the  loss  or  the  services  of  the 
cavalry,  which  was  less  under  my  eye  than  the 
rest  of  the  army.  Its  effective  strength  was  in- 
creased by  about  two  thousand  during  the  cam- 
paign. 

The  effective  force  transferred  to  General 
Hood  was  about  forty-one  thousand  infantry  and 
artillery  and  ten  thousand  cavalry. 

According  to  the  opinions  of  our  most  expe- 
rienced officers,  daily  reports  of  prisoners,  and 
statements  of  Northern  papers,  the  enemy's  loss 
in  action  could  not  have  been  less  than  five 
times  as  great  as  ours.  In  the  cases  in  which 
we  had  the  means  of  estimating  it,  it  ranged 
from  seventy  to  one  to  ninety  to  one,  compared  to 
ours,  and  averaged  thirteen  to  one.  The  Fed- 
eral prisoners  concurred  in  saying  that  their 
heaviest  loss  occurred  in  the  daily  attacks  made 
in  line  of  battle  upon  our  skirmishers  in  their 
rifle-pits.  Whether  they  succeeded  in  dislodg- 
ing our  skirmishers  or  not,  their  loss  was  heavy 
and  ours  almost  nothing. 

At  Dalton  the  great  numerical  superiority  of 
the  enemy  made  the  chances  of  battle  much 
against  us,  and  even  if  beaten,  they  had  a  safe 
refuge  behind  the  fortified  pass  of  Ringgold, 
and  in  the  fortress  of  Chattanooga.  Our  refuge, 
in  case  of  defeat,  was  in  Atlanta,  one  hundred 
miles  off,  with  three  rivers  intervening.  There- 
fore, victory  for  us  could  not  have  been  deci- 
sive, while  defeat  would  have  been  utterly  dis- 
astrous. Between  Dalton  and  the  Chattahoo- 
chee  we  could  have  given  battle  only  by  attack- 
ing the  enemy  intrenched,  or  so  near  mtrench- 
ments  that  the  only  result  of  success  to  us 
would  have  been  his  falling  back  into  them. 
While  defeat  would  have  been  our  ruin. 

In  the  course  pursued,  our  troops  always  fight- 
ing under  cover,  had  very  trifling  losses  com- 
pared with  those  they  inflicted,  so  that  the 
enemy's  numerical  superiority  was  reduced  daily 
and  rapidly,  and  we  could  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected to  cope  with  the  Federal  army  on  equal 
ground  by  the  time  the  Chattahoochee  was 
passed.  Defeat  on  this  side  of  that  river  would 
have  been  its  destruction.  We,  if  beaten,  had 
a  place  of  refuge  in  Atlanta — too  strong  to  be 
assaulted,  and  too  extensive  to  be  invested.  I 
had  also  hoped  that  by  the  breaking  of  the  rail- 
road in  its  rear  the  Federal  army  might  be  com- 
pelled to  attack  us  in  a  position  of  our  own 
choosing,  or  to  a  retreat  easily  converted  into 
rout.  After  we  crossed  the'Etowah  five  de- 
tachments of  cavalry  were  successively  sent 
with  instructions  to  destroy  as  much  as  they 
could  of  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  the 
Etowah.  All  failed — because  too  weak.  We 
could  ^  never  spare  a  sufficient  body  of  cavalry 
for  this  service,  as  its  assistance  was  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  defence  of  every  position  we 
occupied.  Captain  Harvey,  an  officer  of  great 
courage  and  sagacity,  was  detached  on  this  ser- 


vice with  one  hundred  men  on  the  eleventh  of 
June,  and  remained  for  several  weeks  near  the 
railroad,  frequently  interrupting,  although  not 
strong  enough  to  prevent  its  use.  Early  in  the 
campaign,  the  statements  of  the  strength  of  the 
cavalry  in  the  Department  of  Mississippi  and 
East  Louisiana,  given  me  by  Lieutenant-Gen eral 
Polk,  just  from  the  command  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  my  telegraphic  correspondence  with 
his  successor,  Lieutenant-General  S.  D.  Lee, 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  a  competent  force 
could  be  sent  from  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  to 
prevent  the  use  of  the  railroad  by  the  United 
States  army.  I  therefore  suggested  it  to  the 
president  directly  on  the  thirteenth  June  and 
sixteenth  July,  and  through  General  Bragg  on 
the  third,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  sixteenth,  and 
twenty-sixth  June,  and  also  to  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Lee  on  the  tenth  May  and  third,  eleventh,  and 
sixteenth  June.  I  did  so  in  the  belief  that  this 
cavalry  would  serve  the  Confederacy  better  by 
insuring  the  defeat  of  Major-General  Sherman's 
army,  than  by  repelling  a  raid  in  Mississippi. 

Besides  the  causes  of  my  removal  alleged  in 
the  telegram  announcing  it,  various  other  accusa- 
tions have  been  made  Against  me,  some  pub- 
lished in  newspapers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ap- 
pear to  have  official  authority,  and  others  circu- 
lated orally  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  im- 
puted to  General  Bragg. 
The  principal  are : 

That  I  persistently  disregarded  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  president. 

That  I  would  not  fight  the  enemy. 
That  I  refused  to  defend  Atlanta. 
That  I  refused  to  communicate  with  General 
Bragg,  in  relation  to   the   operations   of  the 
army. 

That  I  disregarded  his  entreaties  to  change 
my  course  and  attack  the  enemy. 

And  gross  exaggerations  of  the  losses  of  the 
army. 

I  had  not  the  advantage  of  receiving  the  pres- 
ident's instructions  in  relation  to  the  manner 
of  conducting  the  campaign,  but  as  the  conduct 
of  my  predecessor  in  retreating  before  odds  less 
than  those  confronting  me  had  apparently  been 
approved,  and  as  General  Lee  in  keeping  on  the 
defensive,  and  retreating  towards  Grant's  ob- 
jective point,  under  circumstances  like  mine, 
was  adding  to  his  great  fame,  both  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  administration  and  people,  I  sup- 
posed that  my  course  would  not  be  censured. 
I  believed  then  as  I  do  now,  that  it  was  the  only 
one  at  my  command  which  promised  success. 

I  think  that  the  foregoing  narrative  shows 
that  the  Army  of  Tennessee  did  fight,  and  with 
at  least  as  much  effect,  as  it  had  ever  done  before. 
The  proofs  that  I  intended  to  hold  Atlanta 
are,  the  fact  that  under  my  orders  the  work  of 
strengthening  its  defences  was  going  on  vigor- 
ously, the  communication  on  the  subject  made 
by  me  to  General  Hood,  and  the  fact  that  my 
famity  was  in  the  town.  That  the  public  work- 
shops were  removed  and  no  large  supplies  de- 
posited in  the  town,  as  alleged  by  General 
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Bragg,  were  measures  of  common  prudence,  and 
no  more  indicated  an  intention  to  abandon  the 
place,  than  the  sending  the  wagons  of  an  army 
to  the  rear  on  a  day  of  battle  proves  a  foregone 
determination  to  abandon  the  field. 

While  General  Bragg  was  at  Atlanta,  about 
the  middle  of  July,  we  had  no  other  conversa- 
tion concerning  the  army  there,  than  such  as 
I  introduced.  .He  asked  me  questions  regard- 
ing its  operations  past  or  future — made  no 
comments  upon  them,  nor  any  suggestions, 
and  had  not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that 
Atlanta  would  not  be  defended.  He  told  me 
that  the  object  of  his  journey  was  to  confer  with 
Lieutenant-General  Lee,  and  communicate  with 
General  E.  K.  Smith,  in  relation  to  reinforce- 
ments for  me.  He  talked  much  more  of  affairs 
in  Virginia  than  Georgia,  asserting,  what  I 
believed,  that  Sherman's  army  outnumbered 
Grant's,  and  impressed  me  with  the  belief  that 
his  visits  to  me  were  unofficial. 

A  brief  report  by  General  Hood  as  Lieuten- 
ant-General, accompanies  this. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Doc.  59. 
THE  AFFAIR   AT  PRINCETON,  VA. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HUMPHREY  MARSHALL. 

CAMP  NEAR  JEFFERSONVILLE,  VA.,  1 
May  22, 1862.         J 

R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  <&c.,  Richmond: 

GENERAL  :  In  my  last  letter  I  advised  you  that 
the  opportune  return  of  Brigadier-General  Heth 
with  his  force  to  Dublin  depot  rendered  -it  un- 
necessary for  me  to  proceed  in  that  direction. 
But  I  ventured  to  suggest  to  that  officer  that  a 
lateral  movement,  by  me,  cutting  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  communication  at  -Princeton,  might  as- 
sist him  materially  in  clearing  the  country  of 
the  column  which  was  endeavoring  to  penetrate 
to  the  railroad.  General  Heth  approving  the 
idea,  I  moved  my  whole  force  at  once,  via  Salt- 
ville.  towards  this  place,  arriving  here  on  the 
twelfth  inst.  I  took  the  responsibility  of  order- 
ing to  the  field  some  skeleton  companies,  just 
recruited,  and  intended  to  form  part  of  a  new 
regiment,  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  of  ninth  April,  issued  to  Major 
McMahon,  formerly  General  Floyd's  Aide-de- 
camp. This  corps,  composed  of  seven  com- 
panies, so  called,  did  not  number  more  than  four 
hundred  men,  and  none  of  them  were  trained  at 
all.  Under  my  order,  they  elected  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  for  the  time,  only  to  lead  them  on  this 
expedition.  I  also  took  the  responsibility  of 
placing  in  their  hands  the  old  muskets  turned 
in  to  General  Dimmock  by  Colonel  Trigg,  which 
I  found  at  Abingdon.  I  left  Abingdon  with  a 
force  composed  of  the  54th  Virginia,  six  hundred 
men ;  the  29th  Virginia,  four  hundred  and  twenty 


men  (four  companies,  wholly  recruits,  three 
raised  by  me  this  spring,  and  one  by  Lieutenant 
March);  the  5th  Kentucky,  five  hundred  men; 
Dunn's  battalion  of  recruits,  four  hundred  men  ; 
B.radley's  Mounted  Kentucky  Rifles,  about  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men — making  an  aggre- 
gate of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  men,  to  which,  add  Jeffree's  battery  of  six 
pieces,  manned  by  recruits  almost  entirely. 

General  Heth  desired  a  delay  of  a  day  or  two 
to  reorganize  the  companies  in  Floyd's  brigade, 
which  were  under  his  command.  Having  de- 
spatched couriers  to  Colonel  Wharton,  directing 
him  to  meet  me  in  Princeton,  on  the  night  of 
the  sixteenth,  by  advancing  from  Rocky  Gap  ; 
and,  having  informed  General  Heth  (who  was 
in  position  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf  creek),  that  he 
should  attack  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  East 
river,  on  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  I  put 
my  column  in  motion  on  the  fifteenth,  and 
reached  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth. 
My  advance  was  unexpected  by  Brigadier- 
General  Cox,  who  had  his  headquarters  and 
body-guard  at  Princeton  at  the  time,  with  a 
force  variously  estimated  at  from  five  hundred 
to  twelve  hundred  men — the  former  probably 
nearer  the  truth  than  the  latter.  The  pickets  of 
the  enemy  were  encountered  by  my  advance 
guard  about  four  miles  from  Princeton,  and  a 
skirmish  continued  from  that  place,  through  the 
woodlands  and  brushwood,  to  a  point  something 
over  one  mile  from  the  Court  House.  This 
skirmish  was  conducted  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
fft>m  which  I  lost  Captain  Leonidas  Elliott,  who 
fell  mortally  wounded  (since  dead)  at  the  head 
of  his  company,  while  bravely  beating  the  ene- 
my back.  In  this  skirmish  the  enemy  lost  some 
sixteen  or  twenty,  who  were  left  on  the  field. 
We  had  only  four  wounded,  including  Captain 
Elliott.  None  killed.  I  directed  Colonel  Trigg 
to  move  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  and 
take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  so  to  press  on  to 
Princeton.  Arriving  at  the  hill  (subsequently 
occupied  by  me),  from  which  the  land  drops 
into  the  level  vale,  in  which  Princeton  stands,  a 
halt  was  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Williams, 
and  a  line  of  battle  formed,  with  a  view  of 
bringing  up  the  artillery  to  shell  the  town  from 
that  point.  I  thought  it  best  to  take  the  place 
by  small  arms,  and,  though  daylight  was  now 
nearly  gone,  I  ordered  the  battalions  forward — 
Trigg  leading  to  the  right,  May  next,  Moore's 
and  Bradley's  men  next,  so  as  to  move  on  the 
place  through  the  meadows  and  by  the  road  we 
had  traveled.  In  half  an  hour  a  sharp,  hot  fire 
on  the  right,  announced  Colonel  Trigg  in  contact 
with  the  enemy.  Fire,  from  a  regiment,  is  sel- 
dom more  steady  than  this  I  refer  to.  Succeeded 
by  a  general  shout,  and  then  by  absolute  silence, 
which  lasted  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  before  I 
received  any  message  from  the  troops  in  front, 
really  I  did  not  know  but  that  we  had  met  a 
check,  and  that  regimental  commanders  were 
arranging  for  a  new  assault.  As  everything  had 
to  be  left  to  them,  under  such  circumstances,  I 
waited  about  half  a  mile  from  town,  placing  my 
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battery  in  position  at  once,  to  command  the 
town  and  our  road.  I  supported  the  battery 
with  Dunn's  battalion.  After  a  while  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  had  fled  before  us,  leav- 
ing his  tents,  clothes,  swords,  officers'  uniforms, 
and  even  the  lights  burning  in  his  tents. 

It  is  probable  had  we  not  halted  before  night- 
fall, we  might  have  captured  many  prisoners, 
possibly  the  General  himself;  for  I  was*  in- 
formed he  did  not.  leave  town  until  twilight. 
But  none  of  us  could  foresee,  and  so  far  as  I 
know,  every  one  acted  for  the  best.  The  regi- 
ment went  in  with  hearty  good  will  and 
promptly.  Major  Bradley  lost  one  of  his  men, 
Weeden,  of  Halladay's  company.  Trigg  had 
some  six  men  wounded,  one  of  whom,  private 
Carter,  of  Company  I,  was  mortally  wounded. 
So  the  town  of  Princeton  fell  into  my  hands 
about  ten  p.  M.,  on  the  sixteenth  of  May ;  the 
line  of  the  enemy's  communications  with  Ra- 
leigh was  cut,  and  the  headquarters  of  the 
"Kanawa  division"  was  abruptly  stampeded. 
A  mass  of  correspondence  fell  into  my  hands. 
Letters  and  orders,  dated  from  the  tenth  down 
to  the  sixteenth  of  May — fully  disclose  the  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy  and  his  strength.  I  send 
you  several  of  these  for  your  perusal.  I  learned 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  two  regiments, 
about  nine  hundred  men  each,  had  passed 
through  town  toward  East  River,  and  that  two 
regiments  had  been  expected  to  arrive  at  eight 
p.  M.,  from  Raleigh,  the  very  evening  I  came.  ^  I 
had  a  knowledge  that  one  or  more  regiments 
had  passed  on  to  the  mouth  of  East  River  by  the 
road  from  Dunlap,  without  coming  through 
Princeton.  Combining  the  information  I  had 
from  the  letters  captured  with  the  news  I  re- 
ceived from  the  people  in  Princeton,  I  learned 
that  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  at  least  four 
regiments,  of  which  General  Heth  had  no 
knowledge. 

My  own  position  had  suddenly  become  very 
critical.  I  had  only  heard  from  Colonel  Whar- 
ton  that  he  had  not  passed  East  River  Moun- 
tain on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth.  He  had 
not  arrived  at  Princeton  on  the  night  of  the  six- 
teenth, as  I  had  directed  and  desired.  I  did 
not  know  the  direction  in  which  General  Cox 
had  retired,  whether  to  East  River  or  Raleigh  ; 
but  whether  in  the  one  or  the  other  direction,  I 
had  no  assurance  but  that  the  morrow  would 
find  me  struggling  with  my  force,  more  than 
half  of  whom  were  undrilled  recruits,  against 
largely  superior  numbers  of  well-trained  troops, 
of  every  arm.  Casting  about  as  well  as  I  could 
at  night,  to  catch  an  idea  of  the  topography,  I 
found  that  the  ruins  of  Princeton  occupy  a 
knoll  in  the  centre  on  some  open  level  meadows, 
entirely  surrounded  by  woodlands,  with  thick 
undergrowth,  which  fringe  the  open  grounds, 
and  that  through  the  entire  circuit  about  the 
town,  the  central  position  at  the  court  house 
can  be  commanded  by  the  Enfield  rifle.  Roads 
lead  in  through  these  woods  in  several  direc- 
tions. My  men  had  marched  nineteen  miles 
during  the  day,  had  slept  none,  and  were  scat- 


tered among  the  houses  and  tents  to  discover 
what  had  been  left  of  the  enemy.  I  at  once  de- 
termined to  withdraw  from  the  ruins  before 
dawn,  and  to  take  position  within  range  of  the 
town  site  so  as  to  cover  the  road  by  which  I 
entered.  This  I  effected,  the  dawn  finding  me 
in  the  act  of  completing  the  operation.  My 
force  was  marched  from  the  town.  After  day- 
light I  received  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Whar- 
ton,  dated  the  sixteenth,  at  the  Cross-roads, 
eleven  miles  from  Princeton,  promising  to  come  to 
town  by  nine  A.  M.,  on  the  seventeenth.  Before 
he  arrived  the  enemy  had  re-entered  the  town,  a 
force  I  could  not  estimate,  but  'which  was  pro- 
vided with  artillery,  and  displayed  more  than 
two  full  regiments.  Colonel  Wharton  arrived 
in  the  neighborhood  by  the  road  leading  in  from 
the  Cross-roads,  a  little  after  nine  A..  M.  The 
enemy  was  at  the  time  throwing  forward  his 
skirmishers,  to  dispute  with  mine  the  woods 
and  points  overhanging  the  road,  which  led  in 
from  the  Cross-roads  to  Princeton,  which  road 
ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  one  by  which  I  had 
advanced.  I  had  written  to  Colonel  Wharton 
to  press  on,  and  he  would  have  the  enemy  in 
flank.  The  Colonel  opened  with  his  single  piece 
of  artillery,  a  little  after  nine,  upon  my  right, 
and  the  batteries  in  town  and  at  my  position  at 
once  opened  upon  each  other  at  long  range. 
Colonel  Wharton  soon  came  to  me  to  report  his 
position  and  force.  The  force  was  about  eight 
hundred  men.  My  estimate  is,  I  now  had  some 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  of  whom  one- 
half  were  raw  recruits.  A  regiment  of  the  ene- 
my coming  down  from  the  direction  of  Cross- 
roads to  Princeton,  about  this  time,  appeared  in 
the  rear  of  Colonel  Wharton's  command,  and 
were  attacked  by  it  furiously.  The  struggle 
lasted  but  a  short  time.  The  havoc  in  the  ene- 
my's ranks  was  terrible.  Colonel  Wharton  re- 
ports to  me  two  hundred  and  eleven  as  the  dead 
and  wounded  of  the  enemy.  I  understand  that 
more  than  eighty  bodies  were  buried  on  the 
field.  The  enemy  appeared  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
asking  to  bury  their  dead,  and  to  remove  their 
wounded.  I  refused,  but  hearing,  after  about 
an  hour,  that  some  officer  had  allowed  it,  and 
that  the  enemy  were  engaged  in  burying,  I  di- 
rected Brigadier-General  Williams  to  permit 
the  ambulances  of  the  enemy  to  pass  along  my 
right  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  away  the 
wounded  also.  There  was  no  further  battle.  I 
waited  for  news  from  Brigadier-General  Heth,  or 
to  learn  of  his  approach  to  Princeton,  as  the  sig- 
nal for  a  general  engagement  with  the  enemy. 
If  Brigadier-General  Heth  had  successfully  at- 
tacked at  the  mouth  of  East  River  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  requested  to  do,  he  might  be  hourly  ex- 
pected to  communicate  his  approach  to  Prince- 
ton by  his  couriers  or  his  artillery.  If  he  had 
not  attacked,  but  was  still  at  the  mouth  of  Wolf 
Creek,  it  would  be  imprudent  in  me  to  assail  the 
enemy,  for  the  probability  was  strong  that  he 
would  hazard  the  assault  himself  against  any 
position,  attempting  to  beat  me,  while  he  pre- 
served his  front  against  Heth. 

If  General  Heth  could  by  means  of  my  diver- 
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sion,  get  through  the  narrows  of  New  River, 
our  forces  should  join  the  night  of  the  seven- 
teenth, and  then,  combined,  we  could  fight  on 
the  eighteenth  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy, 
and,  if  successful,  could  pursue  his  vanquished 
column  to  Raleigh,  burn  his  stores,  and  press 
our  advantage  as  far  as  we  desired.  This  was 
my  reasoning.  I  would  not  move  upon  the 
town  in  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth ;  first, 
because  the  result  would  then  be  problematical, 
and  that  problem  would  likely  be  favorably 
solved  on  the  arrival  of  General  Heth's  com- 
mand. A  grand  result  would  then  be  easily 
obtained.  Had  I  attacked  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  had  I  failed,  nothing  could  have 
shielded  me  from  condemnation  as  a  rash  officer, 
who  perilled  all  and  lost  all,  when  a  few  more 
hours  would  have  doubled  his  force.  I  confi- 
dently expected  at  nightfall  on  the  seventeenth, 
that  the  enemy,  in  superior  force,  would  attack 
me  in  the  morning,  or  that  a  junction  with  Gen- 
eral Heth  would  enable  me  to  attack  his  whole 
force,  which  was  apparently  concentrated 
around  Princeton.  He  was  in  plain  view  under 
my  glass — his  wagons  deliberately  parked,  his 
regiments  exercising,  and  all  the  appearances 
given  which  indicate  the  purpose  to  give  bat- 
tle. My  forces  were  masked  to  him.  He  could 
have  no  idea  of  its  amount.  In  this  fact  was 
my  safely,  until  Heth  could  come  up.  It  seems 
Brigadier-General  Heth  did  advance  to  the 
mouth  of  the  East  River,  and  found  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  tents  and  camp-equipage,  both 
there  and  at  French's,  where  he  had  been  forti- 
fying. The  General  passed  on  until  he  came 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  Princeton,  on  the 
evening  of  the  seventeenth,  when,  hearing  in 
the  country  from  somebody  that  I  had  been  re- 
pulsed and  was  retreating,  he  fell  back  in  the 
night  to  the  mouth  of  East  River.  His  courier 
arrived  at  my  position  (one  mile  from  the  court- 
house) about  nine  A.  M.,  on  the  eighteenth,  con- 
veying to  me  the  information  that  General 
Heth's  force  was  now  so  required  in  another 
direction  as  to  forbid  further  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  with  a  request  to  return  Colonel  Whar- 
ton  to  a  post  in  the  district  of  New  River,  in- 
dicated by  the  General  commanding  said  dis- 
trict. The  enemy  had,  during  the  night,  vacated 
Princeton,  taking  the  Raleigh  road,  his  rear 
passing  Blue  Stone  River  about  sunrise.  I 
ordered  my  battalion  of  mounted-rifles  to  fol- 
low him.  I  ascertained  that  on  the  night  of  the 
eighteenth  he  encamped  about  ten  miles  from 
Princeton,  in  a  very  strong  position,  having 
some  seven  regiments  with  him  in  retreat,  in  all 
from  five  to  seven  thousand  men.  On  the  nine- 
teenth, I  again  sent  forward  on  his  line  of  re- 
treat, and  ascertained  that  he  had  passed  the 
Flat  Top  Mountains,  had  burned  some  of  his 
caissons  and  gun-carriages,  and  had  abandoned 
some  of  his  wagons  the  preceding  night.  He 
was  now  twenty-five  miles  from  Princeton. 
Nothing  was  now  left  to  me  but  to  return  to 
the  district  whose  interests  are  under  my 
charge.  I  left  a  company  of  mounted  men  at 


Princeton,  with  orders  to  remain  until  General 
Heth  could  relieve  them,  and  with  the  rest  of 
my  command  I  returned  to  this  point.  I  left 
seventy-one  of  the  enemy  wounded  in  Hospital 
at  Princeton,  too  badly  shot  to  be  moved  at  all. 
His  surgeons  were  left  in  attendance,  and  a 
chaplain  was  permitted  to  be  with  them.  I  re- 
turn a  list  of  twenty-nine  prisoners.  The  men 
themselves  have  been  marched  to  Abingdon, 
where  three  others  from  the  same  army  have 
been  confined,  whose  names  you  have  already. 
My  Quartermaster  has  made  return  of  our  cap- 
tures, among  which  I  may  mention  about  thirty- 
five  miles  of  telegraph  wire,  horses,  mules,  sad- 
dles, pack-saddles,  medical  instruments,  medi- 
cines in  panniers,  tents,  a  few  stores,  eighteen 
head  of  cattle,  a  number  of  wagons,  and  some 
excellent  muskets  and  rifles.  These  last  have 
been  taken  in  charge  by  my  ordnance  officers, 
and  will  be  issued  to  my  command,  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

Reviewing  the  whole  movement,  I  have  only 
to  regret  that  Brigadier-General  Heth  did  not 
join  me  on  the  seventeenth,  and  did  not  com- 
municate to  me  his  whereabouts  during  the  day 
or  night.  All  was  accomplished  that  I  antici- 
pated from  the  movement,  except  the  capture  of 
prisoners.  The  invasion  has  been  signally  re- 
pulsed, and  the  enemy  has  been  demoralized 
and  broken.  The  country  he  threatened  so  im- 
minently has  been  relieved.  It  is  a  triumph  of 
strategy  merely,  without  loss  on  our  part.  My 
list  of  casualties  will  only  exhibit  two  killed  on 
the  field,  and  two  seriously  wounded,  who  will 
die  ;  and  some  ten  or  twelve  wounded,  but  not 
dangerously.  The  enemy  has  lost  largely ;  and 
indeed  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  his  loss  reaches  four  hundred. 
One  of  his  regiments  scattered  in  the  woods, 
threw  away  guns  and  uniforms,  and  its  mem- 
bers are  daily  picked  up  by  the  country  people. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MARSHALL, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Articles  Captured  from  the  Enemy. 

CAMP  AT  TIFFANY'S,  May  21,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Marshall,  commanding,  etc.  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  arti- 
cles captured  from  the  enemy  at  Princeton,  Va., 
on  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  instant,  viz. : 

Twelve  bell  tents,  two  wall  tents  and  flies, 
five  horses,  eighteen  mules,  thirty-five  pack  sad- 
dles, four  wagons,  a  lot  of  incomplete  harness. . 
Respectfully, 

W.  F.  FISHER, 

Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  E.  Kentucky. 

List  of  Prisoners  Captured. 

May  16,  17, 18, 1862. 

Twenty-eighth  Ohio,  Colonel  Moore. — Privates 
Charles  Cross,  Daniel  Chantemp,  Company  G; 
John  Yagel,  H.  A.  Miller,  Company  H  ;  Charles 
Hertwick,  Company  F ;  Christian  Ludwig,  Cor- 
poral John  Keen,  Company  C. 
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Twelfth  OJtio,  Colonel  White.— Private  John 
Klein,  Company  E. 

Thirty-seventh  Ohio,  Colonel  Seiber. — Privates 
Frederick  Rook,  M.  Kohl,  Company  A ;  Thomas 
Kemper,  Company  C ;  Frank  Krobs,  Company 
K  ;  Henry  Bergeichen,  Company  F  ;  Paul  Kapff, 
Charles  Groth,  Corporal  Jacob  Rauft,  Company 
H  ;  Private  Henry  Rothenberg,  Company  K. 

Twenty-third  Ohio,  Colonel  Scammon. — Priv- 
ates Leonard  Beck,  W.  B.  Waterhouse,  Com- 
pany C. 

'FJiirty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Pratt. — Captain 
0.  P.  Evans,  Company  B  ;  Privates  George  W. 
Thompson,  Company  K  ;  David  Coleman,  Com- 
pany C ;  Frank  M,  Curl,  Anthony  Eblehart,  Com- 
pany F ;  Michael  Kelly,  Jacob  Fasnacht,  Com- 
pany I ;  M.  A.  Blakeman,  Company  D. 

Second  Virginia  Cavalry,  Colonel  Bowles. — 
Private  Robert  Murphy  (Irishman),  Company  K. 

CAMP  NEAR  JBFFERSONVILIE,  VA. 

The  above  is  a  list  of  prisoners,  except  one 
wounded  man,  in  hospital,  whose  name  I  have 
not  yet  learned.  They  consist  of  seventeen 
Germans,  one  Irishman,  arid  ten  native  Ohioans. 
Some  of  the  Germans  are  not  naturalized.  Be- 
sides these,  there  are  two  citizens  of  Mercer 
county,  not  reported  herein,  taken  up  on  charge 
of  disloyalty. 

HIRAM  HAWKINS, 
Major  and  Officer  of  the  Day. 

General  MARSHALL. 


Doc.  60. 
CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  M.  SIMONTON. 

JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI,  September  24, 1862. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- Gen- 
eral, C.  S.  A.  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  action  and  casualties  of  the  brigade  I  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  February,  1862.  I  have  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  sooner  from  the  dis- 
courtesy of  the  Federal  authorities  either  to 
allow  me  to  make  it  to  a  superior  officer  in  cap- 
tivity with  me  (but  in  a  different  prison),  or  in 
any  other  way  ;  and  I  now  make  this  report 
to  you  direct,  because  I  do  not  know  the  where- 
abouts of  the  proper  division  commanders,  and 
from  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  gallant  officers 
and  men  under  my  command  upon  the  bloody 
field  ;  also  that  the  government  may  know  who 
not  only  bravely  met  the  invading  foe,  but  shed 
their  blood  in  the  defence  of  the  most  holy 
cause  for  which  freemen  ever  fought ;  and  that 
their  families,  in  after  times,  may  reap  the  bene- 
fits of  their  noble  deeds  and  costly  sacrifices. 

On  Saturday,  February  fifteenth,  1862,  about 
one  o'clock  A.M.,!  received  a  verbal  order  from 
Brigadier-General  Pillow  to  take  command  of 
the  brigade,  commanded  up  to  that  by  Colonel 
Davidson,  of  the  Third  Mississippi  (and  prop- 


erly the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Clark  of 
Mississippi,)  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
ments, viz.,  Third  Mississippi,  Colonel  Davidson, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells  commanding ;  First 
Mississippi,  Colonel  Bimonton,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Hamilton  commanding ;  Seventh  Texas, 
Colonel  Gregg  commanding ;  Eighth  Kentucky, 
Colonel  Burnett,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyons 
commanding;  Forty-second  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Quarles  commanding.  The  last  regiment 
named,  however,  was  detached  previous  to 
going  into  the  action,  and  from  which  I  have 
received  no  report.  In  obedience  to  orders, 
the  brigade  was  formed  in  column  under  .  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  and  to  the  left  of 
the  rifle-pits  occupied  by  our  army,  and  in  rear 
of  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Baldwin 
of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  in  which  position 
we  remained  until  five  o'clock  A.  M.  The  enemy 
were  in  position  behind  the  crests  of  a  number 
of  small  hills  in  front,  and  to  the  right  of  our 
rifle-pits,  and  encircling  our  entire  left  wing. 
At  the  hour  above  mentioned  Colonel  Baldwin 
received  orders  to  move  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy  and  attack  them  on  the  right.  I  was 
ordered  to  follow  with  my  command,  which 
order  I  obeyed,  but,  owing  to  the  ground  and 
timber,  we  were  compelled  to  march  by  the 
flank,  and  had  not  moved  more  than  four  hun- 
dred yards  when  the  head  of  the  column  was 
fired  upon.  I  immediately  sent  an  order  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wells  to  face  his  right  wing  to 
the  right,  and  wheel  it  to  the  right,  so  that  I 
might  occupy  a  position  on  Colonel  Baldwin's 
right  (the  one  General  Pillow  had  directed),  but 
by  some  misunderstanding  of  the  order,  or  its 
being  miscarried,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells 
charged  his  front  forward  on  first  company, 
breaking  my  line  at  the  left  of  his  regiment.  I 
then  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyon,  of  the 
Eighth  Kentucky,  to  file  right,  and  move  by  the 
flank,  at  double  time,  which  the  gallant  officer 
obeyed,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  mus- 
ketry. Before  they  had  completed  the  move- 
ment many  of  his  noble  men  had  bravely  fallen, 
but  they  held  the  position  determinedly,  and 
immediately  I  ordered  Colonel  Gregg  of  the 
Seventh  Texas  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamil- 
ton, of  the  First  Mississippi,  to  move  their  re- 
spective regiments,  at  double-quick,  in  rear  and 
beyond  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  which  movement 
those  officers  executed  with  as  much  coolness, 
and  their  commands  in  as  good  order,  as  if 
they  had  been  on  review.  I  at  the  same  time 
despatched  an  order  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells  to  occupy  the  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Eighth  Kentucky.  (I  make  this  explanation  to 
show  how  the  regiments  changed  position  in 
going  into  action,  and  that  justice  may  be  done 
to  all,  as  near  as  possible.)  This  threw  me  in 
line  of  battle  in  the  following  order :  Seventh 
Texas  on  the  right,  first  Mississippi  regiment 
second,  Eighth  Kentucky  third,  and  Third 
Mississippi  on  the  left,  and  in  front  of  the 
left  of  General  McClernand's  division  of  the 
Federal  army.  During  this  entire  time  the 
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enemy  kept  up  a  continuous  volley  of  musketry, 
with,  however,  but  little  effect — most  of  the 
balls  passing  over  us.  I  now  ordered  the  en- 
tire command  to  advance  and  occupy  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  which  was  executed  with  a  coolness 
and  steadiness  that  would  have  done  honor 
to  soldiers  of  a  hundred  battles.  That  heroic 
band  of  less  than  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
marched  up  the  hill,  loading  and  firing  as  they 
moved,  gaining  inch  by  inch  on  an  enemy  at 
least  four  times  their  number.  For  one  long 
hour  this  point  was  hotly  contested  by  the 
enemy,  and  many  gallant  officers  and  brave  men 
fell  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  ; 
among  whom  was  the  lamented  and  daring 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clough  of  the  Seventh  Texas, 
together  with  a  number  of  company  officers, 
whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  list  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

At  this  moment  I  was  informed  by  an  Adju- 
tant that  the  command  was  running  short  of 
ammunition.  I  immediately  despatched  an  aid, 
Captain  Rvan,  to  General  Pillow  for  reinforce- 
ments, and  at  the  same  time  ordered  Colonel 
Gregg  to  move  his  regiment  further  to  the  right 
to  prevent  a  flank  movement  I  discovered  the 
enemy  were  attempting  to  make,  and  the  remain- 
der of  my  command  to  charge  the  enemy's  lines, 
which  movements  were  executed  with  a  spirit 
and  determination  that  insured  success.  The 
enemy's  lines  gave  way,  and  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry was  drowned  by  the  shouts  of  victory 
that  rose  abng  the  lines  of  men  conscious  of 
superiority  and  right.  The  enemy,  however, 
again  rallied  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  a  few 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  their  first  position,  and 
in  rear  of  four  pieces  of  artillery  (of  Swartz's 
battery).  The  line  of  my  brigade,  in  the  charge 
over  the  hills  and  in  passing  through  the 
enemy's  camp,  having  become  somewhat  broken, 
I  ordered  the  commandant  to  halt  and  rectify 
the:r  alignment,  which  was  quickly  done ;  and 
being  now  informed  by  Captain  Ryan  that  the 
Fifty-sixth  Virginia  regiment  was  on  my  left,  I 
again  ordered  an  advance,  which  was  promptly 
obeyed  by  all ;  and  soon  the  enemy  was  again 
driven  from  his  position,  and  four  pieces  of 
Swartz's  battery  in  our  possession.  The  enemy 
continued  to  fall  back,  contesting  the  crest  of 
every  hill,  until  we  had  driven  them  over  one 
and  a  half  miles,  and  had  possession  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  left  of  McClernand's 
and  Wallace's  division  of  the  Federal  army. 
The  enemy  had  disappeared  behind  the  crests 
of  a  range  of  hills  about  half  a  mile  in  our  front, 
and  in  the  direction  of  their  transports.  At  this 
point  I  was  ordered  to  halt  my  command  and 
await  further  orders.  In  the  meantime  the 
brigade  was  furnished  with  ammunition  (chiefly 
gathered  from  the  slain  of  the  enemy),  the  lines 
rectified,  and  the  command  brought  to  a  rest ; 
in  which  position  we  remained  for  a  consider- 
able time,  until  orders  came  for  us  to  march  in- 
side the  rifle-pits,  which  order  was  obeyed 
without  the  fire  of  a  gun  or  even  a  sight  of  the 
foe,  unless  he  was  wounded  or  a  prisoner.  I 
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had  not  fully  occupied  my  position  in  the  rifle- 
pits  when  an  order  came  to  me  to  move  at 
double-quick  to  the  right  of  our  line.  The  men 
were  again  ordered  into  line,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  indicated,  but  before  arriving  at  the 
specified  point  another  order  was  received  to 
return.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  February 
fifteenth,  1862,  so  far  as  the  brigade  I  command- 
ed participated. 

The  number  killed  and  wounded  in  each 
regiment,  as  per  Adjutants'  reports  is  as  fol- 
lows : 


Making  a  total  of  286  killed  and  wounded 
out  of  1494  officers  and  men.  I  respect- 
fully refer  you  to  documents  for  the  names  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  different  regi- 
ments. I  cannot  call  especial  attention  to  one 
of  the  field  officers  under  my  command  without 
doing  injustice  to  others.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells,  assisted  by  Captains  Kennedy  and  Wells, 
of  the  Third  Mississippi ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lyon,  assisted  by  Major  Henry  of  the  Eighth 
Kentucky;  Colonel  Gregg,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clough,  and  Major  Granbury  of  the  Seventh 
Texas  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major 
Johnston,  of  the  First  Mississippi,  all  won  for 
themselves  the  confidence  of  their  commands, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  highest  commendation  of 
their  countrymen.  Captain  R.  B.  Ryan  and 
Sergeant-Major  T.  H.  Wilson  acted  as  my 
aids,  and  discharged  their  duty  gallantly.  It 
would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the 
names  of  company  officers  who  distinguished 
themselves  for  efficiency  and  gallantry,  but  their 
conduct  will  be  made  known  by  their  respective 
regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  SIMONTON, 

Colonel  First  Mississippi  regiment,  commanding  brigade. 


Doc.  61. 
VICKSBURG  AND  BATON  ROUGE. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  VAN  DORN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI,  ) 
JACKSON,  Miss.,  September  9,  1862.     j 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the 
information  of  the  War  Department,  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  defence  of  Vicksburg,  and  of 
operations  in  this  district,  up  to  the  present 
time  : 
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Pursuant  to  orders  I  assumed  command  of 
this  district,  and  of  the  defences  of  Vicksburg, 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June,  1862. 
Prior  to  my  arrival,  Major-General  Lovell  hav- 
ing resolved  to  defend  the  city,  had  ordered  a 
detail  of  his  force,  under  the  command  of  Bri- 
gadier-General M.  L.  Smith,  to  garrison  the 
place  and  construct  works  for  its  defence.  I 
found  the  city  besieged  by  a  powerful  fleet  of 
war  vessels  and  an  army.  The  inhabitants,  in- 
spired by  a  noble  patriotism,  had  determined  to 
devote  the  city  to  destruction,  rather  than  see 
it  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy  who  had 
abandoned  many  of  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare. This  voluntary  sacrifice,  on  the  altar  of 
liberty,  inspired  me  with  the  determination  to 
defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  Orders  to  this 
effect  were  at  once  issued,  to  which  my  army 
responded  with  the  liveliest  enthusiasm.  The 
citizens  retired  to  the  interior,  while  the  troops 
marched  in  and  pitched  their  tents  in  the  val- 
leys and  on  the  hiUs  adjacent,  in  convenient 
position  to  support  batteries  and  strike  assail- 
ants. The  batteries  of  heavy  guns  already 
established  by  the  skill  and  energy  of  General 
Smith,  on  the  crest  of  the  hills  overlooking  the 
river,  were  placed  in  complete  readiness  for 
action.  Other  guns  were  brought  up  from 
Mobile,  from  Richmond,  from  Columbus,  and 
elsewhere,  and  put  in  battery.  Breckinridge's 
division  occupied  the  city.  Smith's  brigade, 
which,  previous  to  my  arrival,  had  furnished 
the  garrison  of  the  place,  manned  the  batteries, 
and  with  details  from  Breckinridge's  division, 
guarded  the  approaches  in  front  and  on  the 
flanks.  Wither's  light  artillery  was  placed  in 
such  position  as  to  sweep  ah1  near  approaches, 
while  Stark's  cavalry  watched,  at  a  distance,  on 
our  flank  on  the  Yazoo,  and  below  Warrenton, 
on  the  Mississippi. 

Prior  to  my  assuming  command,  the  attacking 
force  of  the  enemy  was  confined  to  Porter's 
mortar-fleet  and  Farragut's  gunboats  (with  their 
attendant  array  in  transports),  which  had  as- 
cended the  river  from  New  Orleans.  For  the 
operations  of  this  force  in  attack,  and  for  the 
successful  and  heroic  resistance  made  by  Gen- 
eral Smith  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
I  refer  the  Department  to  the  satisfactory  and 
graphic  report  of  that  officer,  herewith  com- 
municated. 

The  evacuation  of  Fort  Pillow  and  the  fall  of 
Memphis  opened  the  new  danger  of  a  combina- 
tion between  the  upper  and  lower  fleets  of  the 
enemy.  This  junction  was  effected  early  in 
July,  and  thus  an  added  force  of  more  than  forty 
gunboats,  mortar-boats,  rams,  and  transports  lay 
iu  menace  before  the  city.  On  the  twelfth  of 
July  it  opened  fire,  and  kept  up  a  continuous 
attack  until  the  bombardment  of  the  city  ceased. 
Having  received  authority  from  the  President 
to  use  the  ram  Arkansas,  as  part  of  my  force, 
some  days  prior  to  the  fifteenth  of  July,  I  issued 
an  order  to  Captain  Brown  to  assume  command 
of  her,  and  prepare  her  for  immediate  and  active 
service.  From  all  reliable  sources  I  learned 


that  she  was  a  vessel  capable  of  great  resist- 
ance, and  armed  with  large  offensive  power. 
Making  the  order  imperative,  I  commanded 
Captain  Brown  to  take  her  through  the  raft  of 
the  Yazoo,  and  after  sinking  the  Star  of  the 
West  in  the  passage  to  go  out  and  attack  the 
upper  fleet  of  the  enemy  to  the  cover  of  my 
batteries.  I  left  it  to  his  judgment  to  deter- 
mine whether  on  reaching  the  city  his  vessel 
was  in  condition  to  proceed  down  the  river  and 
destroy  the  lower  mortar-fleet.  Captain  Brown 
properly  substituted  a  vessel  of  inferior  quality 
in  place  of  the  Star  of  the  West,  entered  the 
Mississippi,  and  on  the  memorable  morning  of 
the  fifteenth  of  JuJy,  immortalized  his  single 
vessel,  himself,  and  the  heroes  under  his  com- 
mand, by  an  achievement,  the  most  brilliant 
ever  recorded  in  naval  annals.  I  deeply  regret 
that  I  am  unable  to  enrich  my  report  bj  an  au- 
thentic account  of  the  heroic  action  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Arkansas.  Commodore 
Lynch  declines  to  furnish  me  with  a  report  of 
the  action,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  officer 
out  of  the  scope  of  my  command.  The  glory  of 
this  deed  of  the  Arkansas  stung  the  pride  of  the 
Federal  navy,  and  led  to  the  most  speedy,  but 
unsuccessful  efforts  of  the  combined  fleets  to 
destroy  her.  I  refer  the  Department  to  the  ac- 
companying report  of  General  Smiti  for  an  ac- 
curate detail  of  those  efforts,  as  also  for  a  con- 
nected and  faithful  relation  of  the  important 
events  which  make  the  history  of  tlie  siege  and 
defence  of  Vicksburg.  With  the  failure  to  de- 
stroy or  take  the  Arkansas,  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg practically  ended.  The  attack  on  the 
batteries  soon  ceased,  and  the  enemy,  baffled 
and  enraged  by  an  unexpected,  determined,  and 
persistent  defence,  vented  his  wrath  in  impo- 
tent and  barbarian  efforts  to  destroy  the  city. 
On  the  twenty-seventh  of  July  both  fleets  dis- 
appeared, foiled  in  a  more  than  two  months' 
struggle  to  reduce  the  place.  The  casualties  on 
our  side,  during  the  entire  siege,  were  twenty- 
two  killed  and  wounded.  Not  a  gun  was  dis- 
mounted, and  but  two  were  temporarily  disa- 
bled. The  successful  defence  of  Vicksburg  is 
due  to  the  unflinching  valor  of  the  cannoniers, 
who,  unwearied  by  watchfulness  night  and  day, 
stood  by  their  guns  unawed  by  the  terrors  of  a 
fierce  and  continuous  bombardment;  to  the 
sleepless  vigilance  and  undaunted  courage  of 
the  troops,  who  lay,  at  all  hours,  in  close  sup- 
porting distance  of  every  battery,  ready  to  beat 
back  the  invader  so  soon  as  his  footsteps  should 
touch  the  shore ;  to  the  skilful  location  of  scat- 
tered batteries,  and  last,  not  least,  to  that  great 
moral  power — a  high  and  patriotic  resolve  per- 
vading and  swelling  the  breasts  of  officers, 
soldiers,  and  citizens,  that,  at  every  cost,  the  enemy 
should  be  expelled.  I  refer  the  department  to 
the  specific  enumeration  of  the  names  of  officers 
and  men  who  won  distinction  by  meritorious 
service  during  the  siege,  as  reported  by  General 
Smith,  and  I  heartily  indorse  his  commendations. 
Satisfied  that  the  enemy  disappeared  from  Vicks- 
burg, under  the  mortifying  conviction  that  it 
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was  impregnable  to  his  attack,  I  resolved  to 
strike  a  blow  before  he  had  time  to  organize 
and  mature  a  new  scheme  of  assault.  ' 

The  enemy  held  Baton  Rouge,  the  capital  of 
Louisiana,  forty  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  with  a  land  force  of  about  three  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  in  conjunction  with  four  or 
five  gunboats,  and  some  transports.  It  was  a 
matter  of  great  necessity  to  us  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  Red  River  should  be  opened  as  high  as 
Vicksburg.  Supplies,  much  needed,  existed 
there,  hard  to  be  obtained  from  any  other 
quarter,  and  strong  military  reasons  demanded 
that  we  should  hold  the  Mississippi  at  two 
points,  to  facilitate  communications  and  co-op- 
eration between  my  district  and  the  Trans-Miss- 
issippi Department.  The  capture  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  forces  of  the  enemy  at  that 
point,  would  open  the  Mississippi,  secure  the 
navigation  of  Red  River,  then  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  and  also  render  easier  the  recapture 
of  New  Orleans.  To  this  end  I  gave  orders  to 
General  Breckinridge  to  move  upon  Baton 
Rouge  with  a  force  of  five  thousand  men,  picked 
from  the  troops  at  Vicksburg,  and  added  to  his 
command  the  whole  effective  force  of  General 
Ruggles,  then  at  Camp  Moore,  making  a  total 
force  of  six  thousand  men.  To  ensure  the  suc- 
cess of  the  plan,  I  ordered  the  Arkansas  to 
co-operate  with  the  land  forces  by  a  simultane- 
ous attack  from  the  river.  All  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  Arkansas  from  the  fleets  of  the 
enemy  had  been  repaired,  and  when  she  left  the 
wharf  at  Vicksburg  for  Baton  Rouge,  she  was 
deemed  to  be  as  formidable,  in  attack  or  defence, 
.as  when  she  defied  a  fleet  of  forty  vessels  of 
war,  many  of  them  iron-clads.  With  such 
effective  means,  I  deemed  the  taking  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  the  destruction  or  capture  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  land  and  water,  the  reasonable  result 
of  the  expedition.  By  epidemic  disease,  the  land 
force  under  Major-General  Breckinridge  was  re- 
duced to  less  than  three  thousand  effective  men, 
within  the  period  of  ten  days  after  he  reached 
Camp  Moore.  The  Arkansas,  after  arriving 
within  a  short  distance  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  ample 
time  for  joint  action  at  the  appointed  hour  of 
attack,  suddenly  became  unmanageable,  from  a 
failure  in  her  machinery  and  engine,  which  all 
the  efforts  of  her  engineers  could  not  repair. 
The  gallant  Breckinridge,  advised  by  telegram 
every  hour  of  her  progress  towards  Baton 
Rouge,  and  counting  on  her  co-operation,  at- 
tacked the  enemy  with  his  whole  effective 
force,  then  reduced  to  about  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  drove  him  from  all  his  positions, 
and  forced  him  to  seek  protection  under  the 
cover  of  his  gunboats.  I  regret  to  state  that 
the  labors  of  General  Breckinridge,  in  a  distant 
field  of  operations,  have  thus  far  prevented  him 
from  making  to  me  a  report  of  his  action ;  but 
enough  has  transpired  to  enable  me  to  assure 
the  department  that  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge 
illustrated  the  valor  of  our  troops,  and  the  skill 
and  intrepidity  of  their  commander.  His  report 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  is  received.  It 


will  be  thus  manifest  to  the  department  that  an 
enterprise,  so  hopeful  in  its  promise,  met  with 
partial  failure,  only  from  causes  which  were  not 
only  beyond  my  control,  but  out  of  the  reach  of 
ordinary  foresight.  I  could  not  anticipate  the 
sudden  illness  of  three  thousand  picked  men, 
and  the  failure  of  the  Arkansas  at  the  critical 
hour  appointed  to  her  for  added  honors,  was  a 
joyful  surprise  to  the  startled  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  wonder  to  all  who  had  witnessed  her 
glory  at  Vicksburg.  Advised  of  the  result  of 
the  expedition,  I  immediately  ordered  the  occu- 
pation of  Port  Hudson,  a  point  selected  for  its 
eligibility  of  defence,  and  for  its  capacity  for 
offensive  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  established 
batteries,  manned  them  with  experienced  gun- 
ners, and  guarded  them  by  an  adequate  sup- 
porting force,  holding  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
meanwhile,  in  menace.  The  effect  of  these 
operations  was  the  evacuation  of  Baton  Rouge 
by  the  enemy,  and  his  disappearance  from  the 
Mississippi  between  the  capital  of  Louisiana  and 
Vicksburg.  The  results  sought  by  the  move- 
ments against  Baton  Rouge  have  been,  to  a 
great  extent,  attained.  We  hold  two  points  on 
the  Mississippi — more  than  two  hundred  miles 
— unmolested  by  the  enemy,  and  closed  to  him. 
The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  from 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  Vicksburg  was  at 
once  opened,  and  still  remains  open  to  our  com- 
merce, giving  us  also  the  important  advantage 
of  water  connection,  by  Red  River,  of  the  east 
with  the  west.  Indispensable  supplies  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be,  drawn  from  this 
source.  The  desired  facilities  for  communica- 
tion and  co-operation  between  this  district  and 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  have  been 
established.  The  recapture  of  New  Orleans  has 
been  made  easier  to  our  army. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  truth  of  history  to  cor- 
rect the  error,  industriously  spread  by  the  official 
reports  of  the  enemy,  touching  the  destruction 
of  the  Arkansas.  She  was  no  trophy  won  by 
the  Essex,  nor  did  she  receive  injury  at  Baton 
Rouge  from  the  hands  of  any  of  her  adversaries. 
Lieutenant  Stevens,  her  gallant  commander, 
finding  her  unmanageable,  moored  her  to  the 
shore.  On  the  cautious  approach  of  the  enemy, 
who  kept  at  a  respectful  distance,  he  landed  his 
crew,  cut  her  from  her  moorings,  fired  her  with 
his  own  hands,  and  turned  her  adrift  down  the 
river.  With  every  gun  shotted,  our  flag  floated 
from  her  bow,  and  not  a  man  on  board,  the 
Arkansas  bore  down  upon  the  enemy,  and 

,ve  him  battle.  Her  guns  were  discharged  as 
the  flames  reached  them,  and  when  her  last  shot 
was  fired  the  explosion  of  her  magazine  ended 
the  brief  but  glorious  career  of  the  Arkansas. 
"It  was  beautiful,"  said  Lieutenant  Stevens, 
while  the  tears  stood  in  his  eyes,  "  to  see  her, 
when  abandoned  by  commander  and  crew,  and 
dedicated  to  sacrifice,  fighting  the  battle  on  her 
own  hook."  I  trust  that  the  official  report  of 
Commodore  Lynch  will  do  justice  to  the  cour- 
age, constancy,  and  resolution  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  were  the  last  crew  of  the  Arkansas. 
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I  deem  it  eminently  proper  to  say  to  the  de- 
partment, that  neither  the  spirit  which  resolved 
to  dispute  at  Vicksburg  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  nor  the  energy  which  suc- 
cessfully executed  that  resolution,  was  local,  in 
its  character,  nor  was  it  a  spirit  bounded  by 
State  lines,  or  circumscribed  by  State  pride.  It 
was  a  broad,  catholic  spirit,  wide  as  our  coun- 
try, and  unlimited  as  the  independence  we  strug- 
gle to  establish.  The  power  which  baffled  the 
enemy  resided  in  the  breasts  of  the  soldiers  of 
seven  States,  marshaled  behind  the  ramparts  of 
Vicksburg.  Mississippians  were  there,  but 
there  too,  also,  were  the  men  of  Kentucky,  of 
Tennessee,  of  Alabama,  of  Arkansas,  of  Louisiana, 
and  of  Missouri,  as  ready  to  defend  the  empo- 
rium of  Mississippi  as  to  strike  down  the  foe 
at  their  own  hearthstones.  I  incorporate  with 
my  report  a  schedule  of  the  forces  under  my 
command  at  Vicksburg,  as  a  proper  contribution 
to  the  archives  of  the  Confederacy. 

General  Helm,. — Fourth  Kentucky  volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hynes  ;  Fifth  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Hunt ;  Thirty-first  Alabama  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Edwards ;  Fourth  Alabama  bat- 
talion, Lieutenant-Colonel  Snodgrass ;  Thirty- 
fifth  Mississippi  volunteers,  Colonel  Orr  ;  Hud- 
son battery. 

General  J.  8.  Bowen. — First  Missouri  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  Riley ;  Tenth  Arkan- 
sas volunteers ;  Ninth  Arkansas  volunteers,  Col- 
onel Dunlop  ;  Sixth  Mississippi  volunteers,  Col- 
onel Lowry ;  Second  Confederate  battalion ; 
Watson's  battery,  Captain  Bursley. 

General  Preston. — Third  Kentucky  volun- 
teers, Colonel  Thompson  ;  Sixth  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Lewis  ;  Seventh  Kentucky  vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Crossland  ;  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
volunteers,  Colonel  Robertson ;  Cobb's  battery, 
Lieutenant  Gracy. 

Colonel  W.  S.  Statham.— Fifteenth  Missis- 
sippi volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Farrell ; 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  volunteers,  Captain 
Hughes ;  Nineteenth  Tennessee  volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  ;  Twentieth  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  Colonel  Smith;  Twenty-eighth 
Tennessee  volunteers,  Colonel  Brown ;  Forty- 
fifth  Tennessee  volunteers,  Colonel  Searcey; 
McClung's  battery,  Captain  McClung. 

General  M.  L.  Smith. — Company  of  sappers 
and  miners,  Captain  Winters  ;  Twenty-sixth  Lou- 
isiana volunteers,  Colonel  DeClouett ;  Twenty- 
fifth  Louisiana  volunteers,  Colonel  Thomas; 
Sixth  Mississippi  battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Balfour  ;  Twenty-seventh  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Colonel  Marks ;  Third  Mississippi  volunteers, 
Colonel  Mellon ;  Seventeenth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, Colonel  Richardson ;  Fourth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  Colonel  Allen;  Company  I,  Thirty- 
seventh  Mississippi  volunteers,  Captain  Randall ; 
First  Mississippi  Light  artillery,  Colonel  With- 
ers ;  regiment  heavy  artillery,  Colonel  Jackson  ; 
Eighth  Louisiana  battalion,  Pinckney ;  First 
Louisiana  battalion,  Major  Clinch;  Twenty- 
eighth  Mississippi  cavalry,  Colonel  Stark ;  bat- 


talion Zouaves,  Major  Dupiere ;  cavalry  escort, 
Lieutenant  Bradley. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Majors  Kimmel 
and  Stith,  Assistant  Adjutant  Generals ;  to 
Majors  Joseph  D.  Balfour  and  A.  M.  Haskell, 
Inspectors  ;  to  Surgeon  Choppin,  Medical  Direc- 
tor ;  to  Surgeon  Ryan,  Medical  Inspector  ;  to 
Lieutenants  Sullivan  and  Shoemaker,  my  Aides  ; 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lomax,  Assistant  Adjutant 
and  Inspector-General ;  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
P.  Mayor,  Acting  Engineer  ;  to  Captain  A.  H. 
Cross,  Captain  Thyssing,  Engineers ;  to  Colonel 
Fred.  Tate,  and  to  Majors  Uriel  Wright  and 
Welchler,  volunteer  Aides,  I  return  my  thanks 
for  the  ready  and  efficient  services  rendered  by 
them  in  their  respective  departments. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  VAN  DORN, 

Major-General. 

Since  this  report  was  written  I  have  received 
the  report  of  Major-General  Breckiriridge,  of 
his  operations  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hud- 
son, herewith  forwarded.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  commend  to  the  special  notice  of  the  de- 
partment the  names  of  all  who  won  distinction 
in  the  service. 

EARL  VAN  DORN, 

Major-General. 
MAJOR-GENERAL  BRECKINRIDGE'S  REPORT. 

HEADQUARTERS  BRECKINRIDGE'S  DIVISION,  1 
September  30,  1862  J 

Major  M.  M.  Kimmel,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations 
of  a  portion  of  my  division,  recently  ordered 
from  Vicksburg  to  Camp  Moore  arid  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  by  Major  General  Van  Dorn : 

I  left  Vicksburg  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  July 
with  somewhat  less  than  four  thousand  men, 
and  arrived  at  Camp  Moore  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-eighth.  The  Major-General  command- 
ing the  district  having  received  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  was  threatening  Camp  Moore  in 
force,  the  movement  was  made  suddenly  and 
rapidly  by  railroad,  and  having  but  few  cars, 
nothing  could  be  transported  except  the  troops, 
with  their  arms  and  ammunition.  Brigadier- 
General  Charles  Clark,  who  had  reported  for 
duty  a  few  days  before  our  departure  from 
Vicksburg,  promptly  and  kindly  consented  to 
accompany  the  expedition.  Brigadier-General 
Ruggles  was  already  at  Camp  Moore,  in  com- 
mand of  a  small  force,  with  which  he  had  kept 
the  enemy  in  check.  The  troops  were  imme- 
diately organized  in  two  divisions,  General  Clark 
taking  command  of  the  First,  and  General  Rug- 
gles of  the  Second  division.  The  rumor  of  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  in  force  upon  Camp 
Moore  proved  to  be  unfounded.  On  the  thir- 
tieth of  July,  in  obedience  to  a  despatch  of  the 
twenty-ninth,  from  the  Major-General  command- 
ing the  district,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion 
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for  Baton  Rouge.  During  the  march  I  received 
information  that  the  effective  force  of  the  enemy 
was  not  less  than  five  thousand  men,  and  that 
the  ground  was  commanded  by  three  gunboats 
lying  in  the  river.  My  own  troops  having  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  effects  of  exposure  at 
Yicksburg,  from  heavy  rains,  without  shelter, 
and  from  the  extreme  heat,  did  not  now  number 
more  than  thirty-four  hundred  men.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  determined  not  to  make 
the  attack  unless  we  could  be  relieved  from  the 
fire  of  the  fleet.  Accordingly  I  telegraphed  to 
the  Major-General  commanding  the  condition 
and  number  of  the  troops,  and  the  reported 
strength  of  the  enemy,  but  said  I  would  under- 
take to  capture  the  garrison,  if  the  Arkansas 
could  be  sent  down  to  clear  the  river,  or  divert 
the  fire  of  the  gunboats.  He  promptly  answered 
that  the  Arkansas  would  be  ready  to  co-operate 
at  daylight  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  of  August. 
On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  fourth,  the 
command  having  reached  the  Comite  river, 
ten  miles  from  Baton  Rouge,  and  learning  by  an 
express  messenger  that  the  Arkansas  had  passed 
Bayou  Sara  in  time  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
moment,  preparations  were  made  to  advance 
that  night.  The  sickness  had  been  appalling. 
The  morning  report  of  the  fourth  showing  but 
three  thousand  effectives,  and  deducting  those 
taken  sick  during  the  day,  and  the  number  that 
fell  out  from  weakness  on  the  night  march,  I 
did  not  carry  into  the  action  more  than  twenty- 
six  hundred  men.  This  estimate  does  not  in- 
clude some  two  hundred  partisan  rangers,  who 
had  performed  efficient  service  in  picketing  the 
different  roads,  but  who,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  took  no  part  in  the  action ;  nor  about 
the  same  number  of  militia,  hastily  collected  by 
Colonel  Hardee  in  the  neighborhood  of  Clinton, 
who,  though  making  every  effort,  could  not 
arrive  in  time  to  participate.  The  command 
left  the  Comite  at  eleven  o'clock  p.  M.,  and 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Baton  Rouge  a  little  be- 
fore daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth. 
Some  hours  before  the  main  body  moved,  a 
small  force  of  infantry,  with  a  section  of  Semmes' 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  the  whole 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shields,  of 
the  Thirtieth  Louisiana,  was  sent  by  a  circuit- 
ous route  to  the  road  leading  from  Clinton  to 
Baton  Rouge,  with  orders  to  drive  in  any  pickets 
of  the  enemy,  and  attack  his  left  as  soon  as  the 
action  should  begin  in  front.  This  service  was 
well  performed,  but  for  details  reference  is 
made  to  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Rug- 
gles,  from  whose  command  the  force  was  de- 
tached. While  waiting  for  daylight  to  make 
the  attack,  an  accident  occurred  which  deprived 
us  of  several  excellent  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  partisan 
rangers  were  placed  in  rear  of  the  artillery  and 
infantry,  yet  during  the  darkness  a  few  of  them 
leaked  through,  and  riding  forward  encountered 
the  enemy,  causing  exchange  of  shots  between 
the  pickets.  Galloping  back,  they  produced 
some  confusion,  which  led  to  rapid  firing  for  a 


few  moments,  during  which  Brigadier-General 
Helm,  was  dangerously  injured  by  the  fah1  of 
his  horse,  Lieutenant  Todd,  his  aide-de-camp, 
killed,  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky, 
severely  wounded,  several  enlisted  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  two  of  Captain  Cobb's  three 
guns  rendered  for  the  time  wholly  useless. 
After  General  Helin  was  disabled,  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Hunt  assumed  command  of  his  bri- 
gade. Order  was  soon  restored,  and  the  force 
placed  in  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Greenwell  Springs'  road.  I  was  obliged  to  con- 
tent myself  with  a  single  line  of  battle,  and  a 
small  regiment  of  infantry,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery  to  each  division  as  a  reserve.  The 
enemy  (expecting  the  attack)  was  drawn  up  in 
two  lines,  or  rather  in  one  line,  with  strong 
reserves  distributed  at  intervals.  At  the  mo- 
ment there  was  light  enough,  our  troops  moved 
rapidly  forward.  General  Ruggles,  command- 
ing the  left,  brought  on  the  engagement  with 
four  pieces  of  Semmes'  battery,  the  Fourth  and 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  and  Boyd's  Louisiana  bat- 
talion, under  command  of  Colonel  Allen,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisiana,  and  the  Third,  Sixth,  and 
Seventh  Kentucky,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, under  command  of  Colonel  Thompson,  of 
the  Third  Kentucky.  These  troops  moved  for- 
ward with  great  impetuosity,  driving  the  enemy 
before  them,  while  their  ringing  cheers  inspired 
all  our  little  command. 

The  Louisiana  troops  charged  a  battery  and 
captured  two  pieces.  At  this  point  Colonel 
Allen,  commanding  the  brigade,  while  pressing 
forward  with  the  colors  in  his  hand,  had  both 
legs  shattered,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd 
received  a  severe  wound.  This  produced  con- 
fusion, and  the  enemy  at  the  same  moment 
throwing  forward  a  strong  reinforcement,  the 
brigade  was  forced  back  in  some  disorder.  It 
was  rallied  by  the  efforts  of  Colonel  Breaux, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  and  other  officers, 
and  although  it  did  not  further  participate  in 
the  assault,  it  maintained  its  position  under  a 
tire  from  the  gunboats  and  land  batteries  of  the 
enemy,  During  this  time,  Thompson's  brigade, 
which  composed  the  right  of  Ruggles'  division, 
was  behaving  with  great  gallantry,  often  driv- 
ing back  superior  forces,  and  towards  the  close 
of  the  action  took  part  in  the  final  struggle 
from  a  position  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
First  division.  Colonel  Thompson,  being  severely 
wounded  in  a  charge,  the  command  devolved 
on  Colonel  Robertson,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, whose  conduct  fully  justified  the  confi- 
dence of  his  troops.  The  Louisiana  battery, 
Captain  Semmes,was  admirably  handled  through- 
out. The  First  division,  under  General  Clark, 
being  the  Second  brigade,  composed  of  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Kentucky,  Thirty-first  Missis- 
sippi, Thirty-first  and  Fourth  Alabama,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
and  the  Fourth  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fif- 
teenth and  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  and  the 
Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-eighth,  and 
Forty-fifth  Tennessee,  consolidated  into  one 
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battalion,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smith,  of  the 
Twentieth  Tennessee,  together  with  the  Hudson 
battery,  and  one  piece  of  Cobb's  battery,  ad- 
vanced to  the  right  of  the  Greenwell  Springs 
road.  On  the  right,  as  on  the  left,  the  enemy 
was  constantly  pressed  back,  until  after  several 
hours  of  fighting  he  was  driven  to  his  last  en- 
campment in  a  large  grove  just  in  rear  of  the 
penitentiary.  Here  the  contest  was  hot  and 
obstinate,  and  it  was  here  the  First  division 
suffered  the  greatest  loss.  Colonel  Hunt  was 
shot  down,  and  upon  the  fall  of  that  excellent 
officer,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Clark,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  officers  concerned,  I 
placed  Captain  John  A.  Buckner,  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  on  my  staff,  in  command  of 
the  Second  brigade.  In  the  management  of  his 
command  he  displayed  so  high  a  degree  of  skill 
and  courage  that  I  commend  him  especially  to 
the  notice  of  the  government.  General  Clark 
pressed  the  attack  at  this  point  with  great 
vigor,  until  he  received  a  wound,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  mortal,  when,  through  some 
misapprehension,  the  Second  brigade  began  to 
fall  back  down  the  slope,  but  without  confusion. 
Captain  Buckner  learning,  upon  inquiry  from 
me,  that  I  did  not  desire  a  retrograde  movement, 
immediately,  aided  by  Major  WicklifFe,  of  the 
Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Caldwell,  who  was  injured  by  the  accident  of 
preceding  night,  having  been  obliged  to  retire), 
and  other  regimental  officers  faced  the  brigade 
about  and  renewed  the  attack.  At  the  same 
time  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  bri- 
bade,  composed  of  the  consolidated  Tennessee 
regiments,  and  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi, 
Captain  Hughes,  was  ordered  forward,  and 
moved  against  the  enemy  in  fine  style.  In  a 
few  moments  Captain  Hughes  received  a  mortal 
wound  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Observing 
some  troops  on  the  left,  partially  sheltered  by  a 
shallow  cut  in  the  road,  who  proved  to  be  the 
remnant  of  Thompson's  brigade,  and  out  of 
ammunition,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the 
support  of  the  First  division  with  the  bayonet. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  in  execut- 
ing it,  I  happened  to  observe,  as  distinguished 
for  alacrity,  Colonel  Grassland,  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goodwin,  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant  Terry,  of 
the  Eighth  Kentucky,  on  duty  with  sharp- 
shooters. At  this  critical  point,  Major  Brown, 
chief  commissary,  and  Captain  Richards,  one  of 
my  aids,  were  conspicuous  in  urging  on  the 
troops.  In  this  assault  we  suffered  consider- 
ably from  the  fire  of  the  fleet  until  the  opposing 
lines  approached  each  other  so  closely  that  a 
regard  for  their  own  friends  obliged  them  to 
suspend.  The  contest  at  and  around  this  last  en- 
campment was  bloody,  but  at  the  end  of  it  the 
enemy  were  completely  routed,  some  of  our 
r-eri  pursuing  them  and  firing  at  them  for  some 
distance  down  the  street,  running  in  front  of  the 
arsenal  and  barracks.  They  did  not  reappear 
during  the  day.  It  was  now  ten  o'clock.  We 
had  listened  in  vain  for  the  guns  of  the  Ar- 


kansas. I  saw  around  me  not  more  than  one 
thousand  exhausted  men,  who  had  been  unable 
to  procure  water  since  we  left  the  Comite  river. 
The  enemy  had  several  batteries  commanding 
the  approaches  to  the  arsenal  and  barracks, 
and  the  gunboats  had  already  reopened  upon  us 
with  a  direct  fire.  Under  these  circumstances, 
although  the  troops  showed  the  utmost  indiffer- 
ence to  danger  and  death,  and  were  even  re- 
luctant to  retire,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
pursue  the  victory  further.  Having  scarcely 
any  transportation,  I  ordered  all  the  camps  and 
stores  of  the  enemy  to  be  destroyed,  and 
directing  Captain  Buckner  to  place  one  section 
of  Semmes'  battery,  supported  by  the  Seventh 
Kentucky,  in  a  certain  position  on  the  field, 
withdrew  the  rest  of  the  troops  about  one  mile 
to  "  Ward's  Creek,"  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
water,  but  finding  none  there  fit  for  man  or 
beast,  I  moved  the  command  back  to  the  field 
of  battle,  and  procured  a  very  imperfect  supply 
from  some  cisterns  in  the  sVburbs  of  the  town. 
This  position  we  occupied  for  the  rest  of  the 
day. 

The  citizens  of  the  surrounding  and  thinly 
settled  country  exhibited  the  warmest  patriot- 
ism, and  with  their  assistance,  conveyances 
enough  were  procured  to  carry  off  all  our 
wounded  who  could  bear  removal.  A  few, 
armed  with  shot  guns  and  other  weapons,  had 
been  able  to  reach  the  field  in  time  to  join  in 
the  attack.  Having  neither  picks  nor  shovels, 
we  were  unable  to  dig  graves  for  the  burial  of 
the  dead.  I  still  hoped  for  the  co-operation  of 
the  Arkansas,  and,  in  that  event,  intended  to 
renew  the  attack.  But  late  in  the  afternoon,  I 
learned  by  express  that  before  daylight,  and 
within  five  miles  of  Baton  Rouge,  her  machinery 
had  become  disabled,  and  she  lay  helpless  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Upon  receiving  this 
intelligence,!  returned  with  my  command  to  the 
Comite  river,  leaving  a  force  of  observation  near 
the  suburbs  of  the  town.  The  Hudson  battery, 
Lieutenant  Sweeny,  and  Cobb's  one  piece,  in 
charge  of  Sergeant  Hawk  Peak,  played  their  part 
well.  I  am  unable  to  give  the  exact  force  of 
the  enemy,  but  by  comparing  all  my  informa- 
tion with  the  number  and  size  of  their  camps, 
and  the  extent  and  weight  of  their  fire,  I  do  not 
think  they  brought  into  action  less  than  forty- 
five  hundred  men.  We  had  eleven  pieces  of 
field  artillery.  They  brought  to  bear  on  us  not 
less  than  eighteen  pieces,  exclusive  of  the  guns 
of  the  fleet.  In  one  respect  the  contest  be- 
tween the  opposing  forces  was  very  striking. 
The  enemy  were  well  clothed,  and  their  en- 
campments showed  the  presence  of  every  com- 
fort and  even  luxury.  Our  men  had  little  trans- 
portation, indifferent  food,  and  no  shelter.  Half 
of  them  had  no  coats,  and  hundreds  of  them 
were  without  either  shoes  or  socks  ;  yet  no 
troops  ever  behaved  with  greater  gallantry,  and 
even  reckless  audacity.  What  can  make  this 
difference,  unless  it  be  the  sublime  courage 
inspired  by  a  just  cause  ?  The  wound  of  Bri- 
gadier-General Charles  Clark  being  thought 
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4  mortal,  and  the  least  motion  causing  great 
agony,  he  was  left  on  the  field  at  his  own  re- 
quest, his  aid,  Lieutenant  Yerge-r,  remaining 
with  him.  The  next  morning  they  gave  them- 
selves up  to  the  enemy.  I  cannot  speak  in 
terms  too  strong  of  the  skill,  coolness,  and  cour- 
age of  General  Clark.  He  played  the  part  of  a 
perfect  soldier.  Brigadier-General  Ruggles  con- 
ducted the  attack  on  the  left  with  uncommon 
rapidity  and  precision,  and  exhibited  through- 
out the  qualities  of  a  brave  and  experienced 
officer.  In  addition  to  the  officers  of  my  staff 
already  mentioned,  I  desire  to  express  my  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
Major  Wilson,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Major  Hope, 
Inspector-General,  whose  horse  was  shot  under 
him,  Captain  Nocquet,  Chief  of  Engineers,  Lieu- 
tenant Breckinridge,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Doctor 
Pendleton,  Medical  Director,  assisted  by  Doctor 
Weatherly,  on  temporary  service.  A  number 
of  gentlemen  from  Louisiana  and  elsewhere, 
rendered  efficient  service  as  volunteers,  among 
whom  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney,  Mr. 
Addison,  and  Captain  Bird,  of  Louisiana,  Lieu- 
tenankColonel  Brewer,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
William  B.  Hamilton,  of  Mississippi.  The 
thanks  of  the  army  are  due  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
J.  Davidson,  for  his  attention  to  the  hospitals, 
and  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Lou- 
isiana for  their  devotion  to  our  sick  and 
wounded.  Colonel  Pond  arid  Major  DeBaum,  in 
command  of  partisan  rangers,  were  efficient 
before  and  after  the  battle,  in  observing  and 
harassing  the  enemy.  The  inability  of  General 
Clark  and  the  failure  of  several  officers  to  make 
reports,  may  prevent  full  justice  to  the  conduct 
of  the  First  division.  Any  omission  here,  will, 
when  brought  to  my  notice,  be  embodied  in  a 
supplemental  report.  The  report  of  General 
Ruggles  is  very  full,  as  to  all  that  occurred  on 
the  left.  1  send  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  men  specially  mentioned  in  the  division, 
brigade,  and  regimental  reports,  for  gallant  con- 
duct, with  the  request  that  it  be  published  and 
the  names  brought  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
the  government.  I  transmit,  also,  the  reports 
of  the  subordinate  commanders,  and  the  returns 
of  the  killed  and  wounded.  It  will  be  seen 
that  our  casualties  amounted  to  four  hundred 
and  sixty-seven.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater.  We 
captured  two  flags  and  a  few  prisoners.  Noth- 
ing was  left  by  us  but  one  caisson,  which  was 
so  much  injured  as  to  be  wholly  unserviceable, 
one  of  the  enemy's  being  brought  off  in  its 
place.  After  the  battle,  the  enemy,  who  had 
previously  been  plundering,  burning  houses, 
and  other  property,  stealing  negroes,  and  seiz- 
ing citizens  through  a  large  region  of  country, 
never  ventured  to  send  out  another  marauding 
force.  Our  pickets  continued  to  extend  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  very 
soon  the  enemy  abandoned  the  place,  and  re- 
tired to  New  Orleans.  A  few  days  after  the 
engagement,  knowing  the  desire  of  the  Major- 
General  commanding  to  secure  a  strong  position 


on  the  Mississippi,  below  the  mouth  of  Red 
River,  I  occupied  Port  Hudson  with  a  portion 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Ruggles.  The  next  day  I  received 
orders  to  remove  all  the  troops  to  that  point. 
Brigadier-General  Bowen,  who  had  just  arrived, 
was  left  with  his  command  on  the  Comite  River, 
to  observe  Baton  Rouge  from  that  quarter,  to 
protect  our  hospitals,  and  to  cover  the  line  of 
communication  between  Clinton  and  Camp 
Moore.  I  -directed  General  Ruggles  to  select 
eligible  positions  at  Port  Hudson  for  heavy 
batteries,  and  ordered  Captain  Nocquet,  Chief 
Engineer,  to  report  to  him  temporarily  for  this 
duty.  Upon  my  arrival  there,  I  found  that 
rapid  progress  had  been  made,  and  some  of  the 
works  under  charge  of  Captain  Nocquet,  were 
ready  to  receive  the  guns,  which  the  Major- 
General  commanding  wrote  me  were  on  the 
way.  Port  Hudson  is  one  of  the  strongest 
points  on  the  Mississippi,  which  Baton  Rouge 
is  not,  and  batteries  there  will  command  the 
river  more  completely  than  at  Vicksburg.  On 
the  nineteenth  day  of  August,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment, I  moved  from  Port  Hudson  for  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  with  a  portion  of  the  force,  leaving 
Brigadier-General  Ruggles  in  command  with 

troops.     In   concluding   this  report,  I 

have  to  express  my  obligations  for  the  prompt 
and  cordial  support  which  I  received  at  all 
times  from  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-General. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, Major  Binford,  was  not  brought  into 
action.  This  admirable  regiment,  much  re- 
duced by  long  and  gallant  services,  was  held  as 
a  reserve. 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  DANIEL  RUGGLES. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIRST  DISTRICT,) 

ARMY  EAST  OF  THS  MISSISSIPPI, 
CAMP  BRECKINRIDGE,  August  9, 1862.         J 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Major-General  commanding 
the  forces,  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  division  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant, 
at  Baton  Rouge : 

The  Second  division  was  composed  of  two 
brigades,  the  First  consisting  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  Captain  Bowman ;  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant-Colonel  Gofer ;  Seventh  Ken- 
tucky, Colonel  Crossland  ;  and  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertson.  The  Second  brigade, 
of  the  Fourth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunter ;  battalion  of  Thirtieth  Louisiana 
regiment,  Colonel  J.  H.  Breaux ;  battalion  oi 
Stewart's  Legion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd  ;  and 
Confederate  light  battery,  Captain  J.  0.  Semmes 
with  two  companies  mounted  men,  and  some  two 
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hundred  and  fifty  partisan  rangers,  detached  on 
scouting  and  outpost  service. 

On  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  August  this  di- 
vision proceeded  from  Qorinth  bridge,  marching 
left  in  front ;  Semmes'  light  battery  in  the  rear 
of  left  battalion  Fourth  Louisiana  volunteers,  a 
detachment  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shields;  Thirtieth  Louisiana  volunteers,  con- 
sisting of  one  company  from  his  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Boyle  ;  one  company  parti- 
san rangers,  commanded  by  Captain  Anuker';  one 
company  mounted  rangers  and  a  section  of 
Semmes'  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy, 
had  preceded  the  march  of  the  division,  having 
left  camp  at  four  and  a  half  p.  M..  to  operate  on 
the  Plank  road  leading  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
Clinton,  on  our  extreme  right.  The  head  of  the 
division  column,  preceded  by  a  company  of 
mounted  rangers  and  advanced  guard,  reached 
Ward's  Creek  bridge,  on  the  Greenwell  Springs 
and  Baton  Rouge  road,  about  three  o'clock  A.  M., 
where  a  temporary  halt  was  called  preparatory 
to  the  formation  of  the  division  line  of  battle. 
During  this  halt,  while  the  advance  was  driving 
in  the  enemy's  pickets,  some  stragglers  from  the 
column  were  mistaken  for  the  enemy's  pickets 
and  fired  on.  The  mistake  being  mutual,  in  the 
darkness,  a  few  shots  were  exchanged,  unfortu- 
nately disabling  General  Helm  and  killing  Lieu- 
tenant Todcl.  This  necessarily  caused  some 
confusion.  Order,  however,  was  soon -restored, 
and  the  column  marched  to  the  point  whence 
the  deployment  was  to  commence.  The  line 
was  formed  a  little  before  daylight.  Colonel 
Thompson's  brigade  (the  First),  with  the  right 
resting  near  the  Greenwell  Spring  road,  Col- 
onel Allen's  brigade  (the  Second)  on  the  left, 
his '  left  extending  through  a  wood  and  resting 
on  a  large  field.  Semmes'  battery  (four  pieces) 
in  the  centre,  occupying  the  space  between  the 
two  brigades  ;  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Augustus  Scott,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  to  ob- 
serve and  endeavor  to  prevent  any  attempt  to 
outflank  us  in  that  direction.  At  a  little  after 
daylight,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  thick  fog,  the 
ord  er  was  given  to  advance.  The  line  proceeded 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  before  it  encountered 
a  brisk  fire  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
strongly  posted  on  our  extreme  right,  in  some 
houses  surrounded  by  trees  and  picket  fences. 
Almost  simultaneously  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
opened  on  our  line  from  the  same  direction. 
Semmes'  battery  was  ordered  forward  to  our  in- 
dicated position,  to  drive  off  the  skirmishers  and 
silence  the  enemy's  battery,  and  the  whole  line 
moved  rapidly  forward  firing  and  cheering.  The 
effect  was  instantaneous.  The  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers fled,  and  his  battery  was  compelled  to  change 
position  and  seek  shelter  under  the  guns  of  the 
arsenal  to  prevent  being  captured,  where  it  re- 
mained, continuing  to  fire  on  our  advancing 
line.  Semmes'  battery  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  division,  to  keep  up  the  engage- 
ment with  the  battery  of  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Thompson's  brigade  continued  to  advance,  un- 


der an  occasional  fire,  across  an  open  field  and 
through  some  corn-fields,  just  beyond  which 
they  encountered  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted  in  a  wood.  Here  the  contest 
was  warmly  maintained  on  both  sides  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  during  which  the  First  division 
succeeded  in  entering  a  regimental  camp  on  our 
right.  The  enenry  were  finally  driven  back  into 
and  through  another  camp  immediately  in  our 
front.  The  enemy  at  this  period  were  strongly 
reinforced,  and  a  heavy  battery  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  centre  opened  an  oblique  fire  on  both 
brigades.  About  the  same  time  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  break  our  centre,  by  pushing  a  col- 
umn between  the  two  brigades.  This  move- 
ment being  discovered  Semmes'  battery  was  or- 
dered forward  and  opened  on  this  column  at 
short  range,  with  grape  and  canister  with 
marked  effect,  for  a  few  rapid  discharges  scat- 
tered the  enemy  and  drove  him  back  in  confu- 
sion. A  similar  attempt  was  made  on  the  right 
of  the  division,  which  was  defeated  with  equal 
success  by  a  timely  and  well-directed  fire  from 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Sixth  Kentucky 
regiments.  The  two  brigades,  which,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  had  become  separated, 
were  ordered,  in  advancing,  to  gain  ground,  to 
the  right  and  left  respectively,  in  order  to  sub- 
ject the  enemy's  position  in  front  to  a  converg- 
ing fire.  In  executing  this  movement  the  First 
brigade  met  a  portion  of  the  First  division  fall- 
ing back  in  some  disorder.  Colonel  Thompson 
halted  and  was  attempting  to  reform  them  when 
he  was  informed  by  a  mounted  officer  that  the 
order  was  for  the  whole  line  to  fall  back.  In 
obedience  to  this  supposed  order  he  fell  back  a 
short  distance,  but  soon  reformed  his  line  and 
charged  the  enemy  under  a  galling  fire.  Unfor- 
tunately, while  leading  his  men  in  this  charge, 
Colonel  Thompson  fell,  severely  wounded,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field,  and  about  the  same 
time  Colonel  Allen  also  fell,  dangerously  wound- 
ed, while  leading,  with  unsurpassed  gallantry, 
his  brigade  against  a  hattery  of  the  enemy. 
These  circumstances  prevented  the  further  pros- 
ecution of  this  movement.  About  this  time  the 
Major-General  commanding  arriving  upon  this 
part  of  the  field,  directed  the  final  charge  upon 
the  enemy  which  drove  him  in  confusion  through 
his  last  regimental  encampment  to  the  river  un- 
der the  protection  of  his  gunboats.  His  camps, 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  personal  prop- 
erty, commissary  stores,  and  clothing,  were  de- 
stroyed. Finding  it  fruitless  to  remain  longer 
under  the  fire  of  the  gunboats,  and  disappointed 
in  the  expected  co-operation  of  the  Arkansas,  the 
!  exhausted  troops  were  withdrawn  in  good  order 
j  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town ;  the  Seventh  Ken- 
|  tucky  regiment  and  a  section  of  Semmes'  ar- 
I  tillery  being  left  on  the  field  to  protect  the  col- 
lection of  the  stragglers  and  wounded,  which 
was  thoroughly  accomplished.  Colonel  Allen's 
brigade,  on  the  left,  moved  forward  through  a 
wood  and  into  some  corn-fields.  They  soon  en- 
countered the  enemy  in  superior  force,  pro- 
tected by  houses  and  fences.  They  successively 
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charged  these  positions,  driving  the  enemy 
steadily  back  until  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  river,  where  they  were  subjected  to  a  de- 
structive fire  from  the  batteries  before  men- 
tioned and  the  enemy's  gunboats.  They  charged 
and  took  a  section  from  one  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, Colonel  Allen  leading  the  advance  with 
the  colors  of  one  of  his  battalions  in  his  hand. 
It  was  at  this  critical  juncture  that,  as  before 
stated,  this  gallant  soldier  fell  from  his  horse 
severely  wounded,  and  during  the  confusion 
which  followed  this  misfortune,  the  enemy  suc- 
ceeded in  recapturing  the  pieces. 

The  enemy  pressed  heavily  upon  this  brigade 
and  poured  into  it  such  a  galling  fire  from  in- 
fantry and  artillery  that  it  fell  back  in  some  dis- 
order. Colonel  Breaux,  who  assumed  command 
upon  the  fall  of  Colonel  Allen,  succeeded,  with 
the  aid  of  officers  of  the  brigade  and  two  offi- 
cers connected  with  the  staff,  who  were  sent  to 
his  assistance,  in  rallying  a  sufficient  number  to 
show  front  to  the  enemy  until  Semmes'  battery 
was  brought  up,  as  already  stated,  to  their  sup- 
port, and  succeeded,  by  a  well-directed  fire,  in 
preventing  the  enemy's  advance.  This  position 
was  maintained  despite  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
brigade  from  the  enemy's  gunboats  and  land 
batteries  until  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  with 
the  rest  of  the  army,  to  the  suburbs  of  the 
town.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shields  had  been  or- 
dered, as  already  stated,  to  take  position  on  the 
Plank  road  leading  from  Clinton  to  Baton  Rouge, 
and  as  soon  a»  he  heard  the  fire  of  our  main 
body,  to  attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  said  to' 
be  stationed  at  the  junction  of  the  Clinton  and 
Bayou  Sara  roads.  This  service  was  promptly 
and  gallantly  performed.  He  drove  in  the  ene- 
my's pickets,  followed  them  up,  and  opened  fire 
on  a  regimental  encampment  to  the  right  of  the 
Greenwell  Springs  road,  driving  the  enemy 
from  it.  He  was  here  met  by  two  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  but  succeeded  in  holding  them  at 
bay  till  he  was  fired  upon  by  our  own  artil- 
lery, *  but  fortunately  without  injury.  Four 
of  the  artillery  horses  being  disabled,  and  the 
infantry  unable  to  withstand  the  heavy  fire  of 
the  enemy,  he  withdrew  to  his  original  position, 
where  the  wounded  horses  were  replaced  by 
others,  when  he  returned  to  his  advanced  posi- 
tion, which  he  held  till  General  Clark's  division 
came  up  on  his  left,  when  the  two  companies  of 
infantry  were,  by  order  of  the  Major-General 
commanding,  attached  to  the  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment.  The  section  of  artillery 
under  his  command  retained  its  position  until 
the  army  retired,  when  it  rejoined  the  battery 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  In  concluding  this 
report  of  the  battle,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
stating  that  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and 
men  was  gallant  and  daring,  every  movement 
being  performed  with  characteristic  prompti- 
tude. I  respectfully  commend  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  of  brigades,  as  well  as  those 
of  regiments,  battalions,  arid  independent  com- 
panies, to  the  special  consideration  of  the  Com- 


manding General,  and  also  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing officers  and  soldiers,  specially  named  in 
these  reports,  to  favorable  consideration  :  First, 
Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  and  Colonel  H.  W. 
Allen,  brigade  commanders,  both  severely 
wounded.  Fifth  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Bowman.  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel 
Crossland,  and  his  color-bearer,  James  Rollins. 
Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gofer  ;  Cap- 
tains J.  Smith,  Utterback,  and  Thomas  Page,  and 
First-Lieutenant  H.  Harned.  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  Robertson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Goodwin.  Of  the  second  brigade,  the  Fourth 
Louisiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter.  In  this 
regiment,  Lieutenant  Corkern,  Company  B,  Lieu- 
tenant Jetter,  Company  H,  and  Serjeant-Major 
Daniels.  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion  com- 
manded by  Lieutenanf^Colonel  Samuel  Boyd, 
who  was  disabled  by  a  severe  flesh  wound  in 
the  arm.  Captain  Chum  also  was  wounded.  The 
command  devolved  upon  Captain  T.  Bynum, 
who  acted  with  gallantry.  The  battalion  Thir- 
tieth regiment  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  J.  A.  Breaux,  who  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  the  officers  and  men  of  his  regiment, 
especially  Captain  N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieuten- 
ant Dapremont,  both  wounded.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shields,  Thirtieth  Louisiana,  command- 
ing separate  detachment,  who  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  the  intrepidity  of  Lieutenant  Fauntle- 
roy,  commanding  section  of  guns  in  his  detach- 
ment. Captain  Semmes,  commanding  battery, 
and  his  officers,  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  J.  A. 
West,  performed  gallant  service.  Captain 
Blount,  Brigade  Inspector  of  Second  brigade, 
rendered  gallant  service  in  the  field,  where  it  is 
believed  he  has  fallen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  him  since.  I  also  have  the  gratification  to 
name  the  members  of  my  staff  who  served  with 
me  on  this  occasion,  viz. :  Lieutenant  L.  D. 
Sandidge,  corps  artillery  Confederate  States 
army,  A.  A.  A.  and  Inspector-General ;  Captain 
George  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartermaster ;  Major  EL 
S.  Ruggles,  acting  Ordnance  Officer,  and  Acting 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant M.  B.  Ruggles,  Aide-de-Camp.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal-General, 
who  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
coolness,  and  gallantry  throughout  the  conflict. 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
staffs,  also  rendered  gallant  service:  Captain 
Samuel  Bard,  on  special  service  ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  De  Saulles,  engineer  ;  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Price 
and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Holt.  Other  officers  on 
special  service,  amongst  whom  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  squadron  on  tem- 
porary service  ;  Captains  Curry,  Kinderson,  and 
Behorn,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the  occasion,  and 
Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry. The  entire  division  entering  the  fight 
numbered  about  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty,  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  with  a  few  irregular  cavalry 
and  partisan  rangers,  numbering  in  all  some 
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three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four  hundred.     The 
casualties — killed,   wounded,  and  missing — be- 
ing two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (277). 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
DANIEL  RUGGLES, 

Brigadier-  General,  commanding  Second  Division. 

Captain  JOHN  A.  BUCKNER, 

A.  A.  General. 

REPORT  OF  A.  A.  GENERAL  J.  A.  BUCKNER. 

HEADQUARTERS  IN  THE  FIELD,        ) 

CORINTH  RIVER  TEN  JGLES  FROM  BATON  ROUGE,  > 

August  9, 1862.  ) 

GENERAL  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  late  engagement  at  Baton  Rouge,  so  far 
as  the  First  brigade  of  First  division  was  con- 
cerned, after  its  commanders,  Brigadier-General 
Helm,  and  subsequently  Colonel  Thomas  Hunt, 
were  wounded,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  command  at  your  hands.  The  enemy  had 
been  repulsed  from  one  of  his  encampments, 
and  the  different  regiments  constituting  the 
First  brigade  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  one  of 
his  camps,  not,  however,  fully  deployed.  After 
moving  the  two  regiments  on  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  by  the  flank  to  the  left,  the  whole  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  ordered  to 
advance.  The  movement  was  spiritedly  made 
up  to  the  second  encampment,  through  a  some- 
what sharp  volley  of  musketry,  in  as  good  style 
aa  the  broken  and  confined  limits  of  the  ground 
would  admit,  and  immediately  the  enemy  was 
hotly  and  determinedly  engaged.  After  a  few 
volleys,  I  ordered  the  brigade  forward,  which 
order  was  being  promptly  obeyed  by  the  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Kentucky,  the  other  regiments  being 
just  in  the  act  of  advancing,  when  I  received, 
from  General  Clark,  the  order  to  face  about  and 
retreat.  This  order  was  then  given  by  myself 
and  General  Clark's  aids.  The  troops  fell  back 
reluctantly,  and  not  in  very  good  order,  the 
General  himself  and  a  number  of  others  be- 
ing wounded  in  the  retreat.  I  immediately  re- 
ported to  you  to  know  whether  you  had  order- 
ed the  retreat,  and  was  informed  that  you  had 
not.  The  Second  brigade  of  this  division  was 
then  ordered  by  yourself  to  advance.  It  went 
up  in  good  style,  Captain  Hughes,  commanding 
Twenty-second  Mississippi  regiment,  leading 
them  gallantly.  By  your  presence  and  assist- 
ance, the  first  brigade  was  rallied  and  led  by 
yourself,  in  person,  to  the  same  position  from 
which  it  had  fallen  back,  when  it  joined  with 
the  Second  brigade,  and  moved  conjointly 
through  the  second  encampment,  driving  the 
enemy  before  them  through  the  third  and  last 
of  their  camps  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  their 
gunboats.  This  being  accomplished,  which  was 
ull  that  was  expected  of  the  land  force,  the  Ark- 
ansas failing  to  make  her  appearance,  nothing 
remained  but  to  destroy  what  had  been  cap- 
tured (inasmuch  as  no  arrangement  had  been 
made  for  bearing  it  off,  though  the  battle-field 
was  in  our  possession  sufficiently  long),  and  re- 


tire from  the  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries  on 
the  river.  Accordingly,  you  gave  me  the  order 
to  withdraw  the  division  out  of  range  of  the  fire 
of  the  fleet,  to  await  the  movements  of  the  gun- 
boat Arkansas.  This  was  done  in  good  order, 
though  with  some  degree  of  reluctance,  the 
cause  of  the  movement  not  being  fully  under- 
stood. Your  order  to  lire  the  enem}r's  tents  and 
stores  was  well  executed.  Their  loss  must  have 
been  very  heavy  in  Quartermaster  and  Commis- 
sary supplies,  and  particularly  so  in  Sutlers' 
stores,  considerable  quantities  of  new  goods 
and  general  equipments  being  burned.  The 
position  in  which  you  left  me  near  the  house 
where  General  Clark  lay  wounded  was  held 
more  than  two  hours  after  the  main  body  of  the 
troops  were  withdrawn,  with  a  section  of 
Semmes'  battery,  and  the  remnant  of  the  Seventh 
Kentucky  regiment,  Colonel  Crossland  command- 
ing, as  support.  Learning  that  Cobb's  battery 
had  left  its  position  and  been  ordered  to  the 
rear,  the  section,  with  its  support  under  my 
command,  was  removed  to  occupy  the  better 
position  left  by  Captain  Cobb,  at  which  point  it 
remained  a  half  hour,  and  would  have  remained 
the  whole  evening,  but  for  the  erroneous  infor- 
mation of  the  enemy's  advance  in  force  being 
given  by  a  surgeon  who  was  moving  rapidly  to 
the  rear.  Leaving  pickets  at  this  point,  just  in 
the  edge  of  town,  I  withdrew  the  artillery  and 
its  support  slowly  back  to  the  point  at  which 
you  found  me.  A  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted 
early  in  the  evening  by  the  enemy,  and  on  being 
met  by  an  officer  whom  I  sent  to  the  front,  the 
privilege  of  bearing  off  the  dead  and  wounded 
was  requested  and  granted  for  four  hours  by 
yourself,  upon  condition  that  the  agreement  be 
reduced  to  writing.  No  communication  being 
received  in  writing  for  some  time,  twenty  min- 
utes longer  were  given,  shortly  after  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  a  note  was  received,  signed 
by  the  commanding  officer  at  Baton  Rouge,  dis- 
claiming the  flag  of  truce. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  speaking 
of  the  cool  courage  and  efficient  skill  with  which 
Brigadier-General  Charles  Clark  led  his  command 
into  the  action,  and  the  valuable  assistance  ren- 
dered him  by  his  Aids,  Lieutenants  Spooner  and 
Yerger ;  of  the  efficiency  of  Major  H.  E.  Topp, 
of  the  Thirty-first  Mississippi,  'in  leading  his 
regiment ;  of  Major  Brown,  Chief  Commissary  of 
the  division,  whose  fearless  exposure  of  himself 
where  the  contest  was  hottest,  in  urging  on  the 
troops  to  a  charge ;  of  Captain  J.  H.  Miller, 
commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  regiment,  who 
displayed  conspicuous  gallantry  in  leading  .his 
regiment ;  of  Colonel  Crossland,  commanding 
Seventh  Kentucky  regiment,  whose  regiment, 
after  being  in  front  and  assisting  in  bearing  the 
brunt  of  the  battle,  remained  upon  the  field 
while  the  shells  from  the  enemy's  gunboats  were 
falling  thickly  around  them  ;  and  of  the  valuable 
service  rendered  me  by  Major  C.  WicklifFe,  of 
the  Fifth  Kentucky,  towards  the  close  of  the 
engagement,  where  his  constant  presence  at  the 
head  of  his>  regiment,  inspired  confidence  and 
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courage,  not  only  among  his  own  men,  but  all 
who    were   near  him   in   the    closing   contest, 
which  decided  the  engagement  so  favorably  and 
so  gloriously  for  the  Confederate  arms.     For 
list  of  casualties  I  would  refer  you  to  papers 
"A"  and  "  B,"  concerning  the  battle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BUCKNER, 

A.  A.  General. 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  L.  B.  SMITH. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  1 

CAMP  ON  COMITE  RIVER,  August  10,  1862.  J 

Major-General  Breckinridge : 

SIR  :  The  following  is  a  correct  report  of  the 
part  the  Fourth  brigade  took  in  the  late  engage- 
ment in  front  of  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge,  on 
the  fifth  instant.    By  order  of  General  Clark,  ] 
moved  the  Fourth  brigade  across  a  corn-field, 
perpendicular  to  the  road,  throwing    the    Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  regiment  in  the  woods,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  to  protect  the  right.   We 
then  moved  forward  across  several  fields  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  when  the  division  was 
halted  till  I  was  ordered  to  move  by  the  left 
flank  to  the  road,  and  then  by  the  front,  till 
they  fired  on  me,  which  was  returned.     At  that 
moment  we  were  not  more  than  twenty  yards 
from  their  lines.     About  three  rounds  from  our 
men  put  them  to  flight.   The  fog  being  so  thick, 
we  could  not  see  more  than  twenty  steps.     We 
were  then  on  a  line  with  their  camps  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  the  firing  had  ceased,  when 
General  Clark  ordered  me  to  fall  back  in  the 
ravine   some   hundred  yards   to   the  rear.      I 
about-faced  the  brigade,  and  marched  back  in 
good  order,  walking  my  men  in  a  gully.     Soon 
after,  the  Second  brigade  moved  obliquely  to 
the  left,  and  engaged  them  on  the  left  of  the 
road  ;  the  right  of  the  Second  brigade  began  to 
give  way,  and  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  I 
suppose,  I  moved  forward  to  their  support,  and 
to  their  right,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  a  gen- 
eral forward  movement  was  made  by  our  divis- 
ion.   About  the  time  we  had  reached  the  tents 
and  tops  of  the  hills,  orders  came  to  fall  back 
to  the  bridge,  where  the  stampede  had  taken 
"place  that  morning,  which  we  did  in  as  good 
order  as  we  could  after  having  so  severely  en- 
gaged them.    I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  the 
names  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Tennessee  ;  Captain  Hughes,  of  the  Twen- 
ty-second Mississippi,  and  Adjutant  Fitzpatrick, 
of  the  Twenty-second  Mississippi,  as  acting  gal- 
lantly all  through  the   engagement.      Captain. 
Hughes  fell  in  the  last  charge  at  the  head  of  his' 
men.    The  Fifteenth  Mississippi  was  held  in 
reserve  with  a  battery,  and  was  not  in  the  fight. 
The  men  behaved  well,  and  observed  the  com- 
mands I  gave  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  B.  SMITH, 

Colonel,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 

VOL.  X.— Doc.        45 


REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  EDWARDS. 
HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-FIRST  ALABAMA  REGIMENT,     1 
CAMP  NEAR  COMITE  RIVER,  LA.,  August  8,  1862.  j 

Major  John  A.  Buckner,  Assistant  Adjiiiant- 

General  : 

SIB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirty-first  Ala- 
bama regiment,  in  the  action  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  on  the  fifth  instant.     At  early  dawn 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant,  the  different 
regiments,  composing  the  Second  brigade,  of 
which  my  regiment  formed  a  part,  were   as- 
signed their  positions  in  line  of  battle.     After 
having  advanced  for  considerable  distance  over 
very  difficult  ground,  my  regiment,  with  the 
Thirty-first  Mississippi  and  Fourth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  to  commence  the  attack  on  the 
enemy's  left,  which  order  was  executed  vigor- 
ously, but  cautiously,  skirmishers  being  thrown 
out  at  different  times  and  places.     The  fog  hov- 
ering over  the  field  rendered  it  impossible  to 
discover  what  was  in  our  front  at  a  distance  of 
but  a  few  paces.     The  enemy  retired  slowly  be- 
fore the  well-directed  fire  which  we  constantly 
poured  upon  them,  falling  back  from  their  first 
encampment.    On  reaching   that  encampment, 
my  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  in 
front  and  on    the    left   flank,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  fall  back.     At  this  point,  Lieutenant 
Childress,  of  Company  K,  was  mortally,  and  Lieu- 
tenant   Hays,    of    Company   G-,  and    Sergeant 
Loughlin,  of  Company  B,  were  severely  wound- 
ed while  gallantly  fighting,  and  left  on  the  field. 
Having  fallen  back  to  a  small  ravine,  the  line 
was   re-formed,  and   advanced  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  their  last  encampment  to  our  left, 
which  was  gallantly  done  after  a  severe  contest. 
The  order  then  being  given  for  us  to  retire,  it 
was  executed  in  good   order.      Sickness  and 
death  had  thinned  my  ranks  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  only  carried  into  action  ninety-seven,  rank 
and  file,  of  which  number  two  were  killed  and 
nine  wounded.    I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that, 
although  neither  of  my  field-officers  were  with 
me,  both  being  absent,  sick,  I  found  but  little 
or  no  difficulty  in  rallying  my  men.     I  saw  not 
a  single  instance  in  my  regiment,  amidst  all  the 
galling  fires  of  the  enemy,  which  they  with- 
stood, of  any  officer  or  soldier  being  disposed 
to  shrink  from  his  duty,  but  all  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  the  stern  determination  to 
conquer  or  die.    In  the  last  charge  made  upon 
the  enemy,  when  they  were  driven  from  their 
last  encampment,  I  am  proud  to  say  my  regi- 
ment was  side  by  side  with  the  foremost  in  the 
charge,  and  when  the  work  was  accomplished 
of  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  and 
we  were  ordered  to  fall  back,  they  did  so  in 
perfect  order.     .    Very  respectfully, 

J.  EDWARDS, 

Colonel,  commanding  Thirty-flrst  Alabama  Regiment, 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR  TOPP. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-FIRST  REGIMENT  MISSISSIPPI  VOLS.  ) 

August  7, 1862.  J      ; 

Major  John  A.  Buckner,  A.  A.  General: 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol 
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lowing  report.  About  the  time,  or  immediately 
after  the  repulse  of  the  Second  division,  a  por- 
tion of  our  brigade,  of  which  the  Thirty-first 
Mississippi  regiment  was  a  part,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky, 
was  ordered  forward  through  several  corn-fields, 
in  which  the  enemy  was  discovered  by  my  skir- 
mishers, thrown  out  for  that  purpose,  towards 
the  second  encampment,  to  which  we  ap- 
proached within  two  hundred  yards  or  less, 
driving  constantly  the  enemy  before  us,  when  a 
terrific  fire  from  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
the  second  encampment  checked  our  advance, 
and  where  well-nigh  all  of  my  casualties  oc- 
curred. At  this  point  we  were  ordered  to  fall 
back,  by  Colonel  Hunt,  and  the  retreat  had  hardly 
begun  when  Colonel  Hunt  was  wounded  and 
taken  off  the  field.  Here  I  attempted  to  rally 
my  regiment,  but  the  confusion  had  become  so 
general  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so. 
We  then  fell  back  to  the  ravine  in  adyance  of 
the  first  encampment,  and  formed  under  the 
cover  of  the  ravine.  General  Clark,  command- 
ing division,  came  up  at  this  juncture.  I  told 
him  that  we  were  without  a  brigade  commander, 
Colonel  H.  having  been  wounded  and  requested 
him  to  assign  some  one  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade,  Colonel  Edwards,  of  the  Thirty-first 
Alabama,  having  lost  his  horse,  and  expressing 
an  unwillingness  to  assume  the  command. 
General  C.  then  left,  and  very  soon  Major  Buck- 
ner,  as  I  was  informed,  took  the  command,  and 
ordered  us  to  march  by  the  left  flank  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  second  encampment,  and 
having  fairly  gotten  us  in  a  position  to  ad- 
vance, ordered  us  forward.  The  command  was 
instantly  obeyed,  and  the  brigade,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  two  regiments  on  the  right,  was 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy.  My  regiment 
was  lying  down  firing,  with  very  little  damage 
to  themselves,  and  gradually  approaching  the 
encampment,  when  to  our  surprise  we  observed 
the  right  of  our  brigade  falling  back  in  disorder. 
I  have  no  idea  who  gave  the  command,  as  I  was 
on  the  extreme  left.  I  then  ordered  my  regi- 
ment to  fall  back,  which  it  did,  in  confusion,  to 
the  cut  in  the  road.  At  this  time  the  regiments 
held  in  reserve  were  carried  forward  by  General 
Clark,  and  we  rallied  again  in  the  road  under 
the  direction  of  Major  Buckner.  We  were  a 
second  time  ordered  to  forward,  and  this  time 
there  was  no  halting  or  falling  back.  We  ad- 
vanced at  a  double-quick  to  within  seventy-five 
yards  of  the  encampment,  fired,  and  charged 
bayonets,  when  the  enemy  began  to  give  way, 
and  finally  ended  in  a  rout.  We  were  entering 
the  encampment  when  we  were  ordered  to  halt, 
by  Major  B.,  and  formed  upon  the  color-line  of 
the  second  encampment.  We  remained  in  this 
position  some  five  minutes  or  more,  when  the 
same  offier  called  "  attention,"  gave  the  com- 
mand, "  about  face,  forward,  march,"  the  whole 
line  marching  in  admirable  order. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  E.  TOPP, 

Major,  commanding  Thirty-first  Mississippi  Volunteers. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR  J.  C.  WICKLIFFE. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT,) 

CAMP  NEAR  COMITE  RIVER,  LOUISIANA,  v 

August  7, 1862.  ) 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  in  the  action  of  the 
fitth  instant,  at  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Fifth  Kentucky,  with  the  commander  of 
the  brigade,  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  August.  The  line 
was  advanced  towards  Baton  Rouge  steadily. 
In  obedience  to  an  order  of  my  brigade  com- 
mander, my  regiment  was  held  as  a  support  to 
the  battery  attached  to  this  brigade,  where  it 
remained  until  I  received  an  order  in  person 
from  Major-General  Breckinridge  to  post  one 
company,  as  pickets,  to  the  right  and  at  some 
distance  from  the  arsenal.  In  obedience  to  this 
order,  I  placed  Captain  Gillum,  with  his  com- 
pany, consisting  of  one  lieutenant,  four  sergeants, 
one  corporal  and  twenty-four  men,  upon  the 
ground  designated  by  the  General,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  another  order  from  him,  left  Captain 
Gillum  there,  when  my  command  was  ordered 
to  join  the  brigade  and  engage  the  enemy  in 
their  camps.  Captain  Gillum  remained  at  his 
post  until  ordered  away,  when  the  brigade  re- 
tired to  the  point  where  the  line  of  battle  was 
first  formed.  Thus  this  company  was  prevent- 
ed from  engaging  in  the  battle,  and  this  will 
account  why  none  were  killed  or  wounded  in 
company  A,  of  this  regiment.  When  ordered 
by  Major-General  Breckinridge  to  join  the 
brigade  to  which  my  regiment  is  attached,  I 
was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  which  was  the  first  regiment  in 
the  brigade,  immediately  after  this,  an  order 
from  you  was  given  to  advance.  My  command 
did  so,  and  until  the  fire  was  drawn  from  the 
enemy,  who  were  secreted  in  and  about  the 
tents  of  the  third  and  last  encampment.  The 
fire  was  immediately  returned  by  the  men 
under  my  command.  It  continued  warm 
and  heavy  for  about  twenty  or  twenty-five 
minutes,  our  line,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  ad- 
vancing very  little,  but  steadily,  and  the  enemy 
as  slowly  retreating.  At  this  time  an  order  was 
given  by  Brigadier-General  Clark,  commanding 
the  division,  to  fall  back  to  a  small  ravine,  a 
short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  re-form,  which 
was  executed  in  good  order.  In  a  few  moments 
we  were  again  ordered  to  advance,  and  did  so, 
never  halting  until  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
from  the  last  of  their  encampments.  After  the 
brigade  line  had  been  formed,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  from  you,  we  retired  slowly  and  in 
good  order.  My  command  numbered  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  rank  and  file.  From  this 
deduct  Company  A,  numbering  thirty-one  off5 
cers  and  men,  and  seven  detailed  to  carry  off 
the  wounded,  thus  reducing  the  number  of  men 
actually  engaged  in  the  fight,  under  my  com- 
mand, to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  men. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  which 
occurred  in  my  regiment :  In  Company  A,  none. 
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In  Company  B,  L.  P.  Smith,  mortally  wounded, 
and  since  dead  ;  H.  Osborne,  slightly.  In  Com- 
pany C,  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Harris,  wounded ; 
private  R.  S.  Brooks,  killed  ;  privates  J.  S.  Jack- 
son, J.  T.  Taylor,  D.  Tinsley,  and  J.  B.  Young, 
wounded.  In  Company  D,  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Kennard,  wounded  ;  private  Wm.  Hicks,  killed  ; 
privates  John  Essill  and  John  Henry,  wounded. 
In  company  E,  Sergeant  R.  M.  Hague,  wounded  ; 
privates  James  Bowers,  and  Isaac  Rutledge, 
killed ;  privates  Elbert  Gramor,  B.  Logan,  and 
J.  L.  Thompson,  wounded.  In  Company  F,  A. 
P.  Fowler,  W.  P.  Ratliff,  J.  Leach,  J.  W.  Wal- 
lace, and  D.  P.  Howell,  wounded.  In  Company 
G,  Lieutenant  P.  V.  Daniel,  privates  N.  M. 
Beauchamp,  Thomas  Stith,  Miche  Meardin,  Allen 
Dereby,  Frank  Keath.  Green  Woorley,  and  M.  S. 
Newman,  wounded.  In  company  K,  Sergeant 
John  H.  Hughes,  Corporal  Moses  Lafeiter, 
privates  Alexander  Barry,  Charles  Freeburg,  and 
Thomas  Lively,  killed ;  Sergeant  T.  H.  Atwell, 
privates  Edmond  Elliott,  Peter  Frilty,  James 
Hunt,  G.  Polfers,  L.  Hotsenburg,  A.  J.  Williams, 
and  W.  McFatridge,  wounded. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  stating  that 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  dis- 
charged their  duties  in  the  action  at  Baton 
Rouge  in  a  manner  creditable  alike  to  them- 
selves, and  the  cause  for  which  they  are 
battling. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.    C.    WlCKLIFFE, 
Major,  commanding  Fifth  Kentucky  Regiment. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  H.  MILLETT. 

CAMP  NEAR  COMITE  RIVER,  Aagtist  7,  1862. 

Captain  John  A.  Buckner : 

SIR  :  Through  an  unfortunate  circumstance  I 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
at  about  three  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  fifth  instant. 
After  being  placed  in  line,  our  brigade  moved 
forward  until  it  reached  the  outskirts  of  Baton 
Rouge,  when  we  moved  by  the  left  flank  as  far 
as  the  camp  of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment. 
We  then  moved  forward ;  the  smoke  being  so 
dense,  my  command  was  here  separated  from 
the  brigade.  Having  thrown  out  my  right  com- 
pany as  skirmishers  I  continued  to  move  for- 
ward, but  discovering  that  the  enemy  were  on 
my  left,  supported  by  a  battery,  all  concealed 
by  the  houses  and  fences,  and  not  being  able  to 
change  direction  without  placing  my  regiment 
immediately  under  the  fire  of  our  own  troops,  I 
rejoined  the  brigade.  I  had  just  taken  my 
position  on  the  right  when  you  took  command, 
and  ordered  us  forward.  I  moved  my  regiment 
obliquely  to  the  left  until  my  right  had  cleared 
the  fence  in  front,  when  I  ordered  them  for- 
ward in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
which  they  did  with  a  cheer.  We  had  advanced 

Frobably  two  hundred  yards  when  an  aid,  whom 
took  to  be  on  General  Clark's  staff  (not  being 
personally  acquainted  with  any  of  them),  ordered 
me  to  fall  back.     Seeing  the  balance  of  the  bri- 
gade retiring,  I  gave  the  command  to  my  regi- 


ment, which  they  were  very  unwilling  to  execute, 
seeing  the  enemy  retiring  from  their  camps. 
After  re-forming  my  regiment,  I  was  again 
ordered  by  you  to  advance.  In  this  charge  the 
enemy  were  driven  completely  from  their  camps. 
It  is  not  necessary,  Captain,  for  me  to  say  how 
my  command  acted  in  this  charge.  You,  being 
in  front  of  my  left,  could  judge  for  yourself.  I 
think  that  you  will  agree  that  they  did  not 
abuse  the  confidence  the  Commanding  General 
has  in  "ragged  Kentuckians."  The  Fourth 
Kentucky  lost  in 

Killed 5 

Wounded 14 

Missing  1 


Total 

Respectfully, 


20 


J.  H.  MILLETT, 

Captain,  commanding  Fourth  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteers, 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  JOHN  SNODGRASS. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  ALABAMA  BATTALION,  1 
August  6,  1862.         J 

Colonel  J.  Edwards,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fourth  Alabama 
battalion,  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the 
fifth  instant.  In  the  accidental  affair  on  the 
road  before  daylight  the  following  are  the  cas- 
ualties :  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Stokes,  Privates  Mor- 
gan, O'Connel,  Stephen  Oliver,  Y.  Freeman,  P. 
Andrews,  M.  Y.  Haine,  and  P.  Mattison,  Company 
C,  slightly  wounded.  Private  A.  Lewis,  Com- 
pany A,  slightly.  Privates  M.  L.  Sewel,  G.  W. 
Lisk,  Company  G,  slightly.  Private  J.  J.  Carlton, 
Company  E,  slightly.  When  the  positions  of 
the  various  regiments,  etc.,  were  assigned,  the 
battalion  with  the  Fifth  Kentucky  regiment  was 
ordered  to  support  the  Hudson  battery,  which 
position  it  occupied  until  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance to  the  support  of  our  forces  then  engag- 
ing the  enemy  at  their  second  encampment.  The 
battalion  continued  in  the  engagement  until  the 
enemy's  infantry  were  driven  from  the  field,  and 
their  batteries  were  playing  heavily  upon  the 
position  we  occupied,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  withdraw. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  dur- 
ing the  engagement :  Major  G.  L.  Alexander, 
mortally  wounded  in  the  left  breast  by  a  Minnie 
ball — died  shortly  after.  In  Company  A,  wound- 
ed— private  W.  B.  Moore,  seriously;  privates 
A'.  J.  Allen,  A.  M.  Cannon,  J.  P.  Wilson,  slightly. 
Company  C,  wounded — private  W.  T.  Harbin, 
slightly.  Company  D — Captain  Randall,  slightly 
wounded  ;  T.  J.  Lovell,  mortally  Company  E— - 
private  William  Anderson,  mortally  wounded, 
since  died.  Company  G,  killed— private  J.  K. 
P.  Jenkins ;  wounded,  privates  H.  McCoy  and 
William  McBrown,  severely ;  corporals  A.  T. 
Hannah  and  T.  R.  Moon,  mortally. 
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Recapitulation. 

Killed 3 

Wounded 22 


Total 


25 


I  take  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to 
the  gallant  and  enthusiastic  conduct  of  private 
John  Thompson,  Company  F,  and  J.  M.  Byrd, 
Company  G,  who  boldly  moved  in  advance  of 
the  command  and  discharged  their  arms  with 


due  caution  and  alacrity.  They  were  the  first 
to  open  fire  and  last  to  quit  the  field,  and  I  am 
happy,  while  reporting  the  especially  worthy 
conduct  of  those  two  privates,  not  to  have  a 
solitary  instance  of  cowardice  or  wavering  to 
report,  the  whole  command  having  advanced 
and  stood  under  the  fire  from  which  older  troops 
and  greater  numbers  had  retired. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  SNODGRASS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Fourth  Alabama  Battalion. 


Return  of  the  Casualties  in  the  First  Division. 


COMMANDS. 

i 

MORTALLY 
WOUNDED.  1 

SEVERELY 
WOUNDED. 

SLIGHTLY 
WOUNDED. 

i 

REMARKS. 

SECOND  BRIGADE. 
Fifth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers               

9 

2 

9 

13 

i 

Fourth        "           "               " 

5 

13 

i 

10 

6 

15 

16 

Thirty-first        "          Alabama           "        

2 

9 

i 

3 

3 

3 

16 

3 

3 

FOURTH  BRIGADE. 

1 

i 

Twentieth           "              "               "         

1 

1 

Twenty-eighth    "               "              "              

1 

1 

1 

Forty  -fifth           "               "               «         

1 

1 

1 

Fifteenth             "      Mississippi        "         

i 

This  regiment  was  held  in  reserve 

Twenty  -second    "               "               "                 .       . 

13 

18 

16 

i 

Total      .... 

44 

11 

52 

89 

6 

Respectfully  submitted, 


To  CAPTAIN  BUCKNER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


T.  B.  SMITH, 

Colonel,  commanding  First  Division. 


Officers  mentioned  for  Gallant  Conduct  at  the 

Battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Exhibit  "  A"  Report 

of  the  First  Division. 

Captain  Hughes,  commanding  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment. 

Brigadier-General  Charles  Clark  and  his 
Aides. 

Lieutenants  Spooner  and  Yerger. 

Major  H.  E.  Topp,  of  the  Thirty-first  Missis- 
sippi regiment, 

Major  Brown,  Chief  of  Subsistence. 

Captain  J.  H.  Miller,  commanding  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky regiment. 

Colonel  Crossland,  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ment. 

Major  J.  C.  Wickliffe,  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky. 

Privates  John  Thompson,  Company  H,  and  J. 
M.  Byrd,  Company  G,  Fourth  Alabama  battal- 
ion. 

LieutenankColonel  Moore,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Tennessee  regiment. 

Adjutant  Fitzpatrick,  Twenty-second  Missis- 
sippi regiment. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  M.  L.  SMITH. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DISTRICT,     1 

— ,  1862.  ; 


VICKSBURG,   AugUSt 


Major  M.  M.  Kimmel,  A.  A.  G.  : 

MAJOR:  The  following  report  of  the  attack 
and  defence  of  Vicksburg  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  the  Major-General  commanding  the 
District  of  Mississippi : 

I  assumed  command  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
defences  on  the  twelfth  of  May,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  Major-General  Lovell,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  prepare  for  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  then  known  to  have  passed  Baton 
Rouge  with  a  formidable  fleet,  having  in  view 
to  open  the  river  to  Memphis  and  Fort  Pillow, 
then  in  our  possession.  At  the  time  of  arriv- 
ing, the  state  of  preparation  for  defence  was  as 
follows  :  Of  the  ten  batteries  that  have -been  in 
use,  three  were  mostly  completed,  and  the  fourth 
begun.  The  armed  troops  present  consisted  of 
the  remnant  of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney,  and  the  Twenty- 
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seventh  Louisiana  volunteers,  Colonel  Marke  ; 
bbth  of  my  brigades  which  had  preceded  me 
some  six  or  ten  days.  Colonel  J.  L'Antry, 
ordered  here  by  General  Bragg,  was  found  in 
command,  pushing  the  works  forward  vigor- 
ously through  his  Chief  Engineer,  Captain  D.  B. 
Harris,  who  afterwards  remained  with  me  in  the 
same  capacity  until  most  of  the  works  were 
completed.  From  the  twelfth  until  the  eigh- 
teenth, the  works  were  pushed  forward  night 
and  day  with  ail  possible  vigor,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  First  division  of  the  Federal  fleet, 
together  with  transports,  carrying  some  three 
thousand  men,  made  their  appearance  and  found 
us  in  a  condition  to  dispute,  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  success,  a  further  advance  ;  that  is  to 
say,  six  batteries  were  complete,  the  cannoniers 
at  their  posts  and  fairly  drilled.  The  arrival  of 
this  advanced  division  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Vicks- 
burg and  its  defences,  couched  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : 

"  U.  S.  S.  ONEIDA.  NEAR  VJCKPBUHG,  ") 
May  18,  1862.         J 

"  To  the  Authorities  at  Vicksburg  : 

"  The  undersigned,  with  orders  from  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut  and  Major-General  Butler,  re- 
spectfully demand,  in  advance  of  the  approach- 
ing fleet,  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
defences  to  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  under  which  private  property  and  per- 
sonal right  will  be  respected. 

"  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

"  J.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 

"  U.  S.  N. ,  commanding  Advance  Naval  Division. 

"P.  WILLIAMS, 

"  Brigadier-General." 

The  subjoined  reply  was  returned  : 

"  HEADQUARTERS  VICKSBURG,) 
May  18,  1862.        / 

"  SIE  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  ad- 
dressed to  the  authorities  of  Vicksburg,  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  the  city  and  its  de- 
fences, has  been  received.  In  regard  to  the 
surrender  of  the  defences,  I  have  to  reply  that, 
having  been  ordered  here  to  hold  these  defences, 
my  intention  is  to  do  so  as  long  as  it  is  in  my 
power. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  M.  L.  SMITH, 

"  Brigadier -General,  commanding. 

"J.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 

"  U.  S.  N.,  commanding  Advance  Naval  Division." 

I  here  remark  that  the  citizens  of  the  town 
had,  with  great  unanimity,  made  up  their  minds 
that  its  possession  ought  to  be  maintained  at  all 
hazards,  even  though  total  demolition  should  be 
the  result.  This  determination  was  enthusias- 
tically concurred  in  by  persons  of  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  and  borne  to  my  ears  from  every 
quarter.  Thus  cheered  on  and  upheld,  the 
defence  became  an  affair  of  more  than  public 
interest,  and  the  approving  sentiment  of  those 


so  deeply  interested  unquestionably  had  its  in- 
fluence on  the  ultimate  result,  as  affairs  stand 
to-day.  Our  cause  probably  needed  an  exam- 
ple of  this  kind,  and  assuredly  a  bright  one  has 
been  given.  The  inhabitants  had  been  advised 
to  leave  the  city  when,  the  smoke  of  the  as- 
cending gunboats  was  first  seen,  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  enemy  would  open  fire  imme- 
diately on  arrival ;  hence,  the  above  demand 
found  the  city  sparsely  populated,  and  somewhat 
prepared  for  an  attack,  although,  when  it  really 
commenced,  there  were  numbers  still  to  depart, 
besides  many  who  had  determined  to  remain 
and  take  the  chances  of  escaping  unharmed,  a 
few  of  whom  absolutely  endured  to  the  end. 
As  bearing  immediately  upon  the  defence  of 
this  place,  measures  had  also  been  taken  to  push 
the  Arkansas  to  completion.  It  was  reported 
the  contractor  had  virtually  suspended  work ; 
that  the  mechanics  and  workmen  were  leaving  ; 
that  supplies  were  wanting  ;  finally,  that  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  iron  prepared  fbr  cov- 
ering her  had  been  sunk  in  the  Yazoo  River. 
Steps  were  taken  to  promptly  furnish  mechanics 
and  supplies,  and  a  bell-boat  being  obtained  and 
sent  up  to  the  spot,  the  prepared  iron  was  soon 
recovered.  It  was  considered  fortunate  that, 
soon  after  this,  Captain  Brown  was  assigned  to 
the  duty  of  completing  the  boat,  as  after  his  as- 
signment this  important  work  gave  me  no  fur- 
ther concern.  The  enemy  remained  apparently 
inactive  until  the  twenty-eighth,  during  which 
time  the  advance  division  of  the  fleet  was 
joined  by  other  gunboats,  making  ten  in  all. 
My  force  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  increased 
by  the  twentieth  and  twenty-eighth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  numbering  for  duty  some  five  hun- 
dred each,  by  five  companies  of  Starke's  cav- 
alry ;  one  battery ;  Wither's  artillery,  Captain 
Ridley;  and  four  companies  Sixth  Mississippi 
battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour ;  but  all 
were  troops  just  mustered  into  service,  and  in- 
differently armed.  These  were  thrown  forward 
toward  Warrenton,  and  disposed  for  disputing 
inch  by  inch  the  approach  by  land.  This  force 
was  subsequently  increased  by  the  Fourth  and 
fifth  Louisiana.  The  ensuing  ten  days  I  con- 
sider the  most  critical  period  of  the  defences  of 
Vicksburg.  Batteries  incomplete,  guns  not 
mounted,  troops  few,  and  both  officers  and  men 
entirely  new  to  service,  and  not  a  single  regular 
officer  to  assist  in  organizing  and  commanding. 
Had  a  prompt  arid  vigorous  attack  been  made 
by  the  enemy,  while  I  think  the  disposition 
made  would  have  insured  their  repulse,  still  the 
issue  would  have  been  less  certain  than  at  any 
time  afterwards.  The  enemy  opened  fire  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  for  the  first 
time,  and  continued  about  two  hours,  apparent^ 
with  a  view  of  getting  our  range.  The  orders 
given  to  the  batteries  were  not  to  return  their 
fire  at  extreme  range,  and  at  ordinary  range  only 
at  considerable  intervals.  This  policy  was  ad- 
hered to  throughout,  at  first,  because  little  am- 
munition had  then  arrived  ;  afterwards,  for  the 
reason  that  our  works  could  not  be  injured  by 
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direct  firing,  and  by  saving  the  men  they  were 
fresh  night  and  day  to  meet  close  and  serious 
attacks,  such  as  occurred  before  the  termination 
of  the  bombardment ;  besides,  the  enemy  were 
thus  kept  ignorant  of^our  real  strength  as  well  as 
the  effect  of  their  own  gjjiot.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore they  apparently  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  impression  could  be  made  on  our  works  by 
their  gunboats,  nor  the  erection  of  new  batter- 
ies prevented  whenever  attempted ;  and  the  re- 
maining six  batteries,  of  the  ten  first  mentioned, 
were  constructed  under  their  eyes. 

From  the  twentieth  of  May  to  the  middle  of 
June  the  firing  was  kept  up  at  intervals,  and 
more  or  less  heavy  the  latter  part  of  the  time, 
directed  mainly  at  the  town,  and  at  localities 
where  they  apparently  thought  troops  were  en- 
camped. From  the  fourteenth  to  the  eighteenth 
of  June  there  was  an  entire  cessation  of  the  at- 
tack, the  mortar-fleet  that  had  bombarded  Fort 
Jackson  and  Fort  Philip  being  on  the  way  here 
to  join 'in  the  attack.  They  began  to  arrive  on 
the  eighteenth,  and  to  the  number  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen  were  in  position  on  the  twentieth,  on 
the  afternoon  of  which  day  the  bombardment 
again  opened.  Prior  to  this  a  new  source  of 
anxiety  arose.  Fort  Pillow  and  Memphis  had 
fallen,  and  in  addition  to  the  attack  we  were  en- 
daring,  Vicksburg  was  threatened  by  a  combined 
land  and  naval  force  from  above.  From  the 
twentieth  to  the  twenty-seventh  the  bombard- 
ment was  pretty  constant  during  the  daytime,  at 
times  very  heavy,  but  generally  ceasing  at  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night.  On  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-seventh  the  firing  began  to  increase  in 
fury,  and  for  some  time  a  shower  of  bomb-shells 
was  rained  upon  our  batteries  that  severely  tried 
the  nerve  and  courage  of  both  officers  and  men, 
still  the  damage  was  quickly  repaired,  and  the 
men  held  their  places  at  the  guns. '  At  daylight, 
on  the  twenty-eighth,  the  enemy  recommenced 
with  the  same  fury,  and  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  entire  gunboat  fleet  was  in  motion, 
moving  rapidly  up  in  front  of  the  batteries  and 
city,  and  it  became  apparent  that  the  decisive 
struggle  was  at  hand.  Some  thirty-five  vessels 
were  soon  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  nior- 
tars  filling  the  air  with  shells,  and  the  sloops-of- 
war  and  gunboats  delivering  broadside  after 
broadside  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  according  to 
their  distance.  Our  batteries  opened  as  soon  as 
the  vessels  were  within  range,  and,  for  the  first 
time,  in  full  force.  The  roar  of  cannon  was  now 
continuous  and  deafening,  loud  explosions  shook 
the  city  to  its  foundations,  shot  and  shells  went 
hissing  and  tearing  through  trees  and  walls,  scat- 
tering fragments  far  and  wide  in  their  terrific 
flight.  Men,  women,  and  children  rushed  into  the 
streets,  and,  amid  the  crashing  of  falling  houses, 
commenced  their  hasty  flight  to  the  country  for 
safety.  This  continued  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  the  enemy  left ;  the  vessels  that 
had  passed  the  lower  batteries  continuing  on  up 
the  river,  apparently  as  the  quickest  means  of 
getting  out  of  range  ;  those  that  had  not  pass- 
ed, rapidly  dropping  down.  The  result  of  this 


effort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  most  satis- 
factory.    Not  a  single  gun  was  silenced  or  dis- 
abled, and,  to  their  surprise,  the  serious  bom- 
bardment of    the  preceding    seven  days  had 
thrown   nothing  out  of   fighting  trim.     It  also 
demonstrated  to  our  satisfaction  that,  how  large 
soever  the  number  of  guns  and  mortar-boats, 
our  batteries  could  probably  be   successfully 
held,  consequently  that  the  ultimate  success  of 
our  resistance  hinged  upon  a  movement  by  land. 
The  enemy  evidently  came  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion, as,  after   one  week's  bombardment  with 
their  mortars,  and  the  final  attempt,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-eighth   of  June,  to    silence 
and  take  our  guns,  the  attack  sensibly  decreased 
in  vigor  and  persistency.     Up   to  the  twenty- 
eighth  there  had  been  great  pressure   on  my 
command,  owing  to  the  limited  number  of  men. 
The  situation  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  the  pecu- 
liar shape  of  the  river  in  this  vicinity,  combined 
with  the  proximity  of  the  Yazoo  and  the  ex- 
pected descent  of  a  large  force  from  above  (as 
reported),  had  necessitated  a  rather  heavy  line 
of  pickets,  extending  along  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles.   To  keep  up  this  line,  and  sustain  a  heavy 
attack  at  the  same  time,  taxed  the  energies  of 
my  men  to  a  great  extent.     The  arrival  of  the 
advance  brigade  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's 
reserve  corps  was  a  great  respite,  and,  as  the 
force  was  gradually  increased,  thus  bringing  us 
to  an  equality  in  numbers  with  that  which  ac- 
companied  the  fleet,  it  was  almost  felt  that 
Vicksburg  was  no  longer  besieged.    The  gen- 
eral command  of  these  defences  was  assumed 
by  Major-General  Earl  Van  Dorn  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  June,  Major-General  Lovell  having 
been  relieved  by  him  from  the  command  of  the 
Department.    Being  authorized  to  make  requisi- 
tions on  the  reserve  corps  for  whatever  force 
was  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the  plan  of 
defence,  the  picket  front  was,  after  the  twenty- 
eighth,   divided   into   five   divisions,    the   two 
extreme   ones  guarded,  by  detachments  from 
my  brigade    (Third  Louisiana),  the    remaining 
three    by    detachments    from    Brigadier-Gen- 
erals Preston's,  Helm's,  and  Colonel  Statham's 
brigades,  reinforced    by  light    batteries  from 
Colonel    Withers'    artillery.      The    fleet    from 
Memphis  began  to  make  its  appearance  above 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  and  continued  to 
receive  accessions  until  it  numbered,  in  all,  forty 
odd  gunboats,  mortar-boats,  rams,  and  trans- 
ports.   Firing  commenced  from  this  fleet  on  the 
twelfth  of  July,  and  although  at  no  time   as 
heavy  as  from  the  lower  fleet,  continued,  with 
but  little  interruption,  until  the  final  bombard- 
ment of  the  attack.    On  the  morning  of  the  fif- 
teenth, the  daring  passage  of  the  ram  Arkansas, 
out  of  the  Yazoo,  through  the  enemy's  fleet, 
seemed  to  necessitate  a  prompt  descent  of  those 
vessels  that  had  passed  up  on  the  twenty-eighth, 
and  everything  was  accordingly  placed  in  readi- 
ness for  them.     A  new  battery  of  twenty-four- 
pounders,  just  erected,  was  manned  by  a  light 
artillery  detachment  from  Preston's  brigade,  un- 
der Lieutenant  Gracie,  and  sharpshooters,  from 
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the  same  brigade,  placed  along  the  bank,  wher- 
ever the  ground  was  favorable.  As  conjectured, 
the  enemy  were  in  motion  at  sundown,  and  at 
dusk  descended  amid  the  roar  of  cannon,  the 
flashing  of  musketry,  the  glare  of  lightning,  and 
scenes  in  every  respect  such  as  had  distin- 
guished their  passage  up,  except  that  the  action 
was  of  shorter  duration,  and  the  Arkansas  was 
on  the  river  returning  their  broadsides.  The 
firing  was  mainly  over  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
and,  at  the  batteries,  not  a  single  casualty  from 
the  enemy's  shot  occurred.  From  the  fifteenth 
to  the  eighteenth  the  enemy  were  mainly  occu- 
pied in  endeavoring  to  sink  the  Arkansas  with 
their  mortars,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  eigh- 
teenth a  daring  attempt  was  made  to  cut  her 
out  from  under  one  of  our  batteries.  It  resulted, 
however,  in  no  injury  to  the  Arkansas,  but  in 
the  destruction  of  one  of  their  boats.  This  was 
really  the  termination  of  the  attack,  although  the 
bombardment  was  kept  up  until  the  twenty- 
seventh,  when  both,  fleets  disappeared.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  enemy  were  in  front  of 
Vicksburg  sixty-seven  days,  during  which  the 
combined  efforts  of  two  powerful  fleets  have 
been  foiled,  and  the  accompanying  land  force, 
from  four  to  five  thousand,  held  at  bay. 

The  number  of  shot  and  shells  thrown  by  the 
fleets  is  unknown.  It  has  been  estimated  as  high 
as  twenty-five  thousand,  and  put  as  low  as 
twenty  thousand.  The  number,  however,  is  un- 
important, and  mentioned  only  to  illustrate  the 
fact,  that  the  loss  to  a  land  battery  when  attacked 
by  one  afloat  is  comparatively  small.  The  cas- 
ualties from  the  enemy's  firing  was  seven  killed 
and  fifteen  wounded.  In  the  town  two  only  are 
reported.  The  enemy  fired  at  least  ten  shots  to 
our  one,  and  their  number  of  killed  and  wound- 
ed can,  from  information,  be  safely  put  down  at 
five  times  as  great.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  not  a  single  gun  was  dismounted  during  the 
whole  time,  and  only  two  temporarily  disabled, 
both  being  repaired  in  one  night.  The  number 
of  guns  brought  against  us,  including  mortars, 
could  not  have  been  much  less  than  three  hun- 
dred. The  number  on  our  side,  as  you  are 
aware,  was  considerably  less.  After  this  general 
description  given,  it  would  be  great  injustice 
not  to  mention  the  commands  and  their  officers 
that  have  been  instrumental  in  so  signal  a  suc- 
cess. The  batteries  were  manned  by  three  com- 
panies of  the  First  regiment  Louisiana  artillery, 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-second,  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-third  Louisiana  volunteers, 
Major  Clinch;  four  companies  heavy  artillery 
from  Fort  Pillow,  Major  Headley  ;  three  compa- 
nies Eighth  Louisiana  battalion,  Major  Ogden. 
Colonel  Jackson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sterling, 
both  of  the  heavy  artillery,  were,  respectively, 
in  immediate  command  of  the  upper  and  lower 
batteries,  and  Colonel  Fuller,  Chief  of  Heavy 
Artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinckney,  Eighth 
Louisiana  battalion,  in  command  of  two  of  the 
lower  batteries  for  a  portion  of  the  time,  was 
temporarily  relieved,  under  a  special  organiza- 
tion, which  reduced  the  battalion  to  a  Major's 


command.  The  officers  commanding  these  com- 
panies were  as  follows :  Captains  Capers,  Gray- 
son,  Butler,  Tissot,  Purvis,  Herrod,  Todd, 
Disumkes,  Parks,  Morman,  Postlethwait,  t)urives, 
Kerr,  and  Lieutenants  Eustis,  Butler,  and  Mc- 
Crory.  The  names  of  the  above-mentioned 
officers  are  given  for  the  reason  that,  in  connec- 
tion with  their  Lieutenants  and  men,  they  have 
passed  through  an  ordeal  that  troops  are  but  sel- 
dom called  upon  to  undergo !  For  more  than 
seventy-five  days  and  nights  have  these  batteries 
been  continuously  manned  and  ready  for  action 
at  a  moment's  warning.  During  much  of  this  time 
the  roar  of  cannon  has  been  unceasing,  and 
there  have  been  portions  of  it  during  which  the 
noise  of  falling  shot  and  the  explosions  of  shells 
have  been  such  as  might  make  the  stoutest 
heart  quail.  Yet  none  faltered.  The  blazing 
sun,  the  fatiguing  night  watch,  the  storm  of  bat- 
tle— all  were  alike  cheerfully  endured,  and, 
whenever  called  upon,  heavy  and  telling  blows 
were  dealt  upon  our  foes  in  return.  1  feel  a 
pride  in  having  such  officers  and  such  men  un- 
der my  command,  for  they  have  nobly  sustained 
our  cause  in  time  of  need,  have  added  to  the 
country's  glory,  and  deserve  well  of  her  grati- 
tude. Some  officers  possibly  attracted  my  atten- 
tion more  than  others  by  their  chivalric  courage 
and  inspiriting  manner ;  yet  the  conduct  of  ah1 
was  so  noble  and  unexceptionable  that  I  do  not 
venture  to  particularize.  The  distant  picketing 
was  most  efficiently  and  faithfully  performed  by 
the  cavalry,  commanded  at  different  times  by 
Colonel  Starke,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ferguson,  and 
Major  Jones,  according  as  they  were  present. 
The  nearer  picket  duty,  together  with  that  of 
being  at  all  times  guarded  against  surprise,  and 
ready  to  meet  an  attack,  was  so  patiently  and 
carefully  performed  by  the  Twenty-sixth,  Twen- 
ty-seventh, and  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, under  Colonels  Declonet,  Marks,  and  Allen 
Thomas  ;  the  Fourth  arid  Seventeenth  Louisiana 
volunteers,  Colonel  Allen  and  Colonel  Richard- 
son ;  also  by  the  Third  regiment  and  Sixth  bat- 
talion Mississippi  volunteers,  Colonel  Mellon 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Balfour,  together  with 
Withers'  Light  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Parker,  that  I  felt  secure  in  giving  most  of 
my  attention  to  the  bombardment  going  on. 
Whenever  events  demanded  a  united  movement 
of  all,  I  found  a  most  reliable  and  efficient  officer 
to  represent  me  and  carry  out  my  instructions, 
in  the  person  of  my  present  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Colonel  Girault,  whose  judgment  and 
zeal  were  never  at  fault.  Of  Captain  Lockett, 
the  accomplished  engineer  officer  of  my  staff,  I 
have  to  speak  in  terms  of  unqualified  praise, 
both  as  regards  skill  in  his  profession  and  qual- 
ities as  a  soldier.  The  services  of  such  an 
officer  are  so  important  and  indispensable  as  to 
have  all  the  effect  of  a  positive  increase  of  force 
in  determining  the  issue  of  a  contest.  I  most 
cordially  recommend  him  to  notice.  Captain  Mc- 
Donald, brigade  ordnance  officer,  and  Captains 
Frost  and  Harrod,  aids,  have  in  turn  performed 
almost  every  duty,  during  the  siege,  known  to 
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the  service;  always  prompt,  they  are  distin- 
guished for  intelligence  and  perseverance  in  the 
performance  of  duty  that  merits  constant  praise. 
To  the  Brigade  Quartermaster,  Major  J.  St.  Pat- 
ton  and  Brigade  Commissary,  Major  Reed,  are 
due  such  mention  as  devoted  attention  to  their 
duties  and  the  interests  of  the  service  merits ; 
both  have  performed  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  a  department,  and  both  having  been  com- 
pelled almost  to  create  what  they  have  had. 
The  part  borne  during  the  latter  days  of  the 
bombardment  by  a  detachment  from  Major 
General  Breckinridge's  division,  requires  special 
mention.  Captain  Cobb's  company  of  light  ar- 
tillery, under  Lieutenant  Gracie,  manned  a  bat- 
tery which  was  so  spiritedly  served  as  to  at- 
tract attention  on  both  occasions  in  which  it 
was  engaged,  and  was  even  noticed  by  the 
enemy.  The  sharpshooters,  detailed  from  the 
same  command,  kept  up  a  galling  fire  on  the 
enemy  during  the  passage  of  the  vessels  on  the 
evening  of  the  fifteenth,  and  drove  them  from 
the  tops.  The  lamented  Colonel  Statham's 
brigade,  under  his  own  lead,  showed  a  bravery 
in  guarding  the  front  of  attack  assigned  him, 
that  could  not  be  surpassed.  On  one  occasion, 
having  forced  his  way  through  a  swamp,  deem- 
ed impassable,  he  made  a  rush  upon  the  mor- 
tar-boats moored  to  shore,  driving  the  force 
guarding  on  board,  and  had  the  positions  of  the 
boats  been  accurately  known,  would  have  taken 
possession  of  and  destroyed  several.  The  en- 
gineer company  under  Captain  Winter  was 
steadily  occupied  in  the  repairs,  of  batteries,  and 
did  admirable  service. 

The  report  of  the  struggle  at  Vicksburg  would  j 
be  incomplete  without  the  following  merited 
tribute :  During  the  engagement  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  an  estimable  lady,  Mrs.  Gamble,  lost  her 
Me  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell  striking  her 
while  leaving  the  city.  This  lady  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  Burning  with 
patriotism,  she  inspired  all  around  her  with 
the  noble  spirit,  of  resistance  to  oppression,  and 
confidence  in  the  success  of  our  cause.  Ever 
present  in  the  hospitals,  ministering  to  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers,  she  was  among  the  last 
of  her  sex  to  leave  the  desolated  city,  when  she 
yielded  up  her  life  in  attestation  of  her  faith 
and  devotion.  Though  but  the  type  of  a  class 
of  which  our  southern  land  can  boast,  she  is  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  she  loved,  and  without  her 
name  the  history  which  Vicksburg  has  made  for 
herself  would  be  incomplete.  To  the  citizens 
of  Vicksburg  a  nation's  thanks  are  due  for  their 
noble  example  in  surrendering  their  property 
and  homes  to  almost  certain  destruction,  and 
that  so  little  damage  was  done  does  not  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  the  act,  but  rather  serves 
to  call  for  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Being  who 
has  not  only  preserved  from  destruction  the 
homes  of  a  patriotic  people,  but  in  mercy 
granted  a  victory  over  their  enemies.  In  con- 
clusion, I  deem  it  proper  to  remark  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  bombardment  was  con- 
ducted. In  locating  the  batteries,  pains  had 


been  taken  to  place  them  without  the  limits  of 
the  town,  advantageous  positions  even,  having 
been  rejected  with  that  view,  so  that  in  the  ap- 
proaching struggle  the  fight  might,  if  the  enemy 
so  chose,  be  confined  to  the  armed  points,  and 
the  city  itself,  which  could  have  no  bearing  up- 
on the  ultimate  result,  be  made  to  suffer  as 
little  as  an  enlightened  and  humane  method  of 
conducting  war  would  lead  us  to  expect,  and 
which,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  think 
most  enemies  would  have  pursued.  Events  did 
not  justify  our  expectations.  The  bombard- 
ment opened  upon  both  batteries  and  town. 
This  was  expected,  and  could  not  be  objected 
to,  and  no  fault  is  found  at  its  continuing  so  as 
long  as  the  enemy  had  hopes  of  accomplishing 
their  object ;  but  when  the  attack  on  the  bat- 
teries ceased,  when  the  bombarding  force  began 
even  to  gradually  leave,  when  it  was  notorious 
that  they  deemed  their  attack  a  failure,  then  to 
continue  to  throw  shells  into  a  beautiful  town, 
as  was  done  day  after  da}r,  with  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  injuring  it,  of  defacing  it,  and  of  de- 
stroying private  property,  indicated  a  spirit  of 
wanton  destruction  scarcely  pardonable  in  the 
uncivilized  Indian.  This  seemed  to  be  the  spe- 
tial  mission  of  the  upper  fleet.  Shame  to  the 
man  who  commanded  it! 

I  am,  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  SMITH, 

Brigadier  General,  commanding  Defences,  Vicksburg. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  W.  ROBERTSON. 

HEADQUARTERS,  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  ) 
CAMP  ON  COMITE  RIVER,  August  7,  1862.     j 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A.  A.  General 
Second  Division : 

CAPTAIN  :  On  receiving  the  order  to  report  the 
part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  by 
the  First  brigade,  I  referred  the  order  to  Col- 
onel A.  P.  Thompson,  who  commanded  the 
brigade  during  the  action,  with  the  exception 
of  the  closing  half  hour  that  the  troops  were 
under  fire,  when  he  was  borne  from  the  field 
severely  wounded,  and  I  submit,  by  his  request, 
the  following  report : 

On  reaching  the  angle  of  the  main  road  lead- 
ing into  Baton  Rouge,  the  brigade  was  formed 
in  line  of  battle  in  a  common  to  the  left  of  the 
main  road,  the  right  of  the  brigade  resting  on 
that  road,  and  the  left  near  a  dense  forest,  into 
which  Colonel  Allen's  brigade  had  passed.  The 
brigade  was  composed  of  the  following  regi- 
ments, positioned  from  right  to  left  in  the  order 
named :  Third  Kentucky,  Captain  J.  H.  Bowman 
commanding ;  Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel  Ed- 
ward Crossland  commanding;  Thirty-fifth  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson  commanding, 
and  the  Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  M. 
H.  Cofer,  commanding.  As  soon  as  the  line 
was  established,  the  command,  "forward," 
was  given  by  General  Ruggles  in  person, 
which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  the  brigade, 
moving  forward  beyond  the  dwelling-house 
immediately  to  the  front.  The  line  was 
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at  this  time  found  to  be  somewhat  deranged, 
caused  by  the  numerous  fences  and  houses 
over  and  around  which  the  troops  had  to  pass. 
The  brigade  was  consequently  halted  and  the 
alignment  rectified,  when  the  command,  "  for- 
ward," was  again  given.  The  brigade  moved 
directly  to  the  front,  parallel  to  the  main  road, 
preceded  by  a  company  of  sharpshooters  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  J.  C.  Hubbard.  At  this  point  the 
firing  commenced  first,  the  line  of  the  enemy 
having  been  unmasked  by  the  skirmishers.  The 
firing  was  continued  but  a  short  time  when  an 
order  was  received  for  the  brigade  to  charge, 
and  the  troops  rushed  forward  with  a  cheer,  the 
enemy  breaking  before  them.  Having  reached 
the  middle  of  the  field,  the  brigade  was  exposed 
to  a  fire  from  the  right  which  could  not  be  re- 
turned without  exposing  the  troops  of  General 
Clark's  division  to  the  fire  of  the  brigade,  and 
was  consequently  halted  until  the  firing  ceased. 
An  advance  was  made,  skirmishing  covering 
the  front.  The  second  line  of  the  enemy  was 
thus  unmasked  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
brigade.  They  gave  way  precipitately  before 
the  steady  advance  of  our  troops.  On  clearing 
the  fields  and  reaching  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment, the  right  wing  was  found  to  be  covered 
by  a  portion  of  General  Clark's  division.  An 
officer  approached  from  the  right  and  stated 
that  friends  were  exposed  to  our  fire,  when  the 
firing  ceased,  and  the  charge  ordered  by  Colonel 
Thompson,  he  leading  the  brigade  into  the  en- 
campment of  the  enemy  to  the  left,  which  was 
nearly  cleared  by  this  brigade,  when  troops 
were  met  on  the  right  returning  without  any 
apparent  cause,  and  were  ordered  by  Colonel 
Thompson  to  halt  and  advance,  when  a  mounted 
officer  informed  Colonel  Thompson  that  it  was 
the  order  for  all  the  troops  to  fall  back.  This 
movement  became  general  in  the  brigade.  In 
retiring  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  and  Sixth 
Kentucky,  forming  the  left  wing,  became  sepa- 
rated from  the  right,  and  occupied  a  position  in 
line  one  hundred  yards  to  the  left  and  rear. 
The  enemy  re-formed  in  heavy  force  behind 
their  tents,  rapidly  advancing,  firing,  and  cheer- 
ing. The  Third  and  Seventh  Kentucky  regi- 
ments were  thrown  under  cover  and  met  this 
advance  with  a  steady  fire.  The  Thirty-fifth 
Alabama  and  Sixth  Kentucky  were  ordered  for- 
ward, but  advanced  before  the  order  reached 
them,  opening  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
whose  advance  was  thus  checked.  At  this 
point  Colonel  Thompson  was  severely  wounded 
and  taken  to  the  rear.  The  command  devolv- 
ing upon  Colonel  Robertson,  wlio  being,  from 
complete  exhaustion,  in  no  condition  at  that 
time  to  assume  command,  and  finding  the  right 
wing  separated  from  the  left,  placed  Colonel 
Crossland  in  command  of  the  right  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel E.  Goodwin  in  command  of  the  left, 
with  orders  to  maintain  the  line,  which  was 
firmly  held  for  nearly  an  hour,  in  the  face  of  a 
terrible  fire  from  musketry  and  artillery,  when 
the  charge,  which  closed  the  action,  was  made 


in  person  by  the  Major-General  commanding. 
It  is  the  request  of  Colonel  Thompson,  that  his 
entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
field  and  acting  field  officers  engaged,  and  Cap- 
tain W.  P.  Wallace  and  Lieutenant  Charles 
Temple,  Aids,  and  Acting  Adjutant  R.  B.  L. 
Soney,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  be  specially  ex- 
pressed in  this  report.  To  the  deportment  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama  regiment  he  desires 
attention  to  be  called.  This  regiment,  although 
for  the  first  time  under  fire,  on  the  fifth  instant, 
proved  itself  a  worthy  comrade  for  the  Third, 
Sixth,  and  Seventh  Kentucky  regiments,  who  in 
this  action  sustained  the  enviable  reputation 
won  by  them  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.  Colonel 
Robertson  would  call  special  attention  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  E.  Crossland  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel *E.  Goodwin,  who,  the  first 
with  his  regimental  colors  in  hand,  and  the 
second  with  his  hat  on  his  sword,  led  the  bri- 
gade in  the  final  charge.  To  the  reports  of 
regimental  commanders  you  are  referred  for 
notices  of  gallant  conduct  in  other  members  of 
the  commaiad.  The  medical  staff  deserve  the 
highest  praise  for  their  prompt  and  unceasing 
attention  to  the  wounded. 
By  order  of 

G.  C.  HUBBARD, 

Lieutenant,  and  A.  A.  G. 

J.  W.  ROBERTSON, 

Colonel,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  H.  W.  ALLEN. 

EAST  BATON  ROUGE,  August  18,  1862. 
Captain  Buckner,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

SIR  :  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant,  in 
pursuance  to  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Rug- 
gles,  I  formed  the  Second  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion, in  line  of  battle ;  the  left  of  the  brigade 
resting  upon  Bernard's  fence,  in  the  rear  of  Ma- 
gruder's  Institute,  and  the  right  resting  upon 
the  First  brigade.  On  the  right  was  placed 
Colonel  Breaux,  of  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana ; 
on  the  left,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hunter,  of  the 
Fourth  Louisiana,  and  in  the  centre  was  the 
battalion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyle.  At  dawn 
of  day  I  received  orders  to  advance.  The  bri- 
gade was  put  in  motion  and  advanced  steadily 
through  thick  woods,  underbrush,  corn-fields, 
and  picket-fences.  In  the  midst  of  the  forest 
we  encountered  a  battery  supported  by  infan- 
try. We  halted  and  delivered  several  volleys 
in  quick  succession.  The  enemy  fled  in  every 
direction,  taking  off  his  artillery  with  him.  We 
started  in  pursuit,  and  after  considerable  desul- 
tory firing  upon  the  retreating  foe,  I  discovered 
a  battery  on  the  extreme  left  (said  to  be  Mini- 
on's), supported  by  a  large  amount  of  infantry. 
It  was  evident  that  this  was  a  flanking  move- 
ment, and  required  my  immediate  attention.  I 
ordered  a  movement  to  be  made  to  the  left,  and 
advanced  in  the  direction  of  the  battery.  At 
the  command  "  charge,"  the  whole  brigade 
raised  a  shout  and  made  as  gallant  a  charge  as 
was  ever  witnessed.  Here  I  fell,  my  legs  terri- 
bly shattered  with  canister-shot.  What  trans- 
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pired  after  this  on  the  battle-field  I  do  not  know. 
T.ie  loss  of  blood  and  extreme  pain  had  ren- 
dered me  almost  senseless.  To  my  successor 
in  command  1  must  refer  you  for  further  par- 
ticulars of  the  tight.  The  officers  and  soldiers 
of  this  brigade  fought  with  much  gallantry, 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  did  their  duty  nobly. 
I  have  been  informed  that,  upon  my  fall,  the 
brigade  could  not  be  rallied.  This  has  often 
happened  with  the  best  of  troops  and  the 
bravest  veterans,  and  should  not  attach  any  dis- 
grace to  the  soldiers.  No  one  charges  that  the 
brigade  retreated  from  the  enemy,  or  even  re- 
tired from  the  place  of  danger.  The  enemy  had 
been  whipped,  and  had  fled  in  every  direction. 
Captain  Semmes'  battery  came  up,  fired  a  few 
rounds  upon  the  retreating  foe,  and  all  was 
over.  To  my  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Clarke, 
and  to  my  voluntary  aid,  Lieutenant  H.  H. 
Walsh,  I  am  much  indebted.  They  performed 
their  duties  with  great  gallantry,  coolness,  and 
bravery.  Captain  Blount  was  assigned  to  duty 
as  Inspector  of  the  brigade.  During  the  journey 
from  Camp  Moore  he  lost  his  horse,  and  had 
been  relieved  from  duty  as  Inspector  by  the 
commanding  General.  He,  however  secured  a 
horse,  and,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  reported 
himself  for  duty  to  me.  I  gave  him,  from  time 
to  time,  several  orders  to  execute,  which  he  did 
in  a  very  prompt  and  gallant  manner.  I  see  that 
he  is  reported  a  prisoner  in  New  Orleans.  This 
is  a  mystery  to  me.  Many  acts  of  individual 
heroism  came  under  my  eye,  and  I  shall  ever 
feel  proud  that  I  had  the  honor  to  command  the 
second  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Among  all  the  officers  and  men  who  distin- 
guished themselves  in  that  battle,  I  shall  men- 
tion only  one  by  name,  that  is  private  Cedars,  of 
the  West  Feliciana  Rifles,  Fourth  regiment 
Louisiana.  He  took  the  colors  from  me  as  I 
fell,  and  at  the  same  moment  received  a  terrible 
wound  in  the  thigh. 

With  respect,  I  am,  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  ALLEN, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  brigade  Second  division. 

REPORT  OF  COLOXEL  G.  A.  BREAUX. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  \ 
GAMP  NEAR  COMITE  RIVER,  August  8, 1862.  j 

Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandidge,  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant  and  Inspector-General: 

SIR  :  Colonel  H.  W.  Allen,  commander  of  the 
Second  brigade,  Second  division,  having  fallen 
towards  the  close  of  the  action  of  the  fifth  May, 
1862,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  next  in  command, 
to  make  the  report,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  en- 
abled me  to  do  so.  My  attention  was  exclu- 
sively directed  to  the  action  of  the  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  regiment,  which  I  commanded  until 
the  fall  of  the  Colonel  commanding. 

At  &%  o'clock  A.  M.,  our  line  was  formed  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  forces,  in  a  point  of 
woods  adjoining  open  and  cultivated  fields. 
The  ground  was  broken.  We  advanced  in 
conjunction  with  the  entire  line.  As  we  were 


about  passing  out  of  a  little  field,  we  met  the 
enemy,  who  at  once  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us, 
which  -we  returned  with  good  effect,  since,  in  a 
few  minutes,  they  fled  before  us.  We  were 
ordered  "forward."  As  the  extreme  right  of 
the  brigade. was  advancing  on  a  line  parallel  to 
a  fence,  behind  which  sharpshooters  lay  in  am- 
bush, harassing  our  flank,  the  Thirtieth  Louis- 
iana was  constantly  called  on  to  dislodge 
them,  which  it  did  by  occasional  fires.  We 
soon  discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  con- 
siderable force  behind  a  fence,  a  waiting  our  ap- 
proach, at  a  point  from  which  they  fired  on  our 
line  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees.  We 
faced  the  Thirtieth  regiment  to  them  arid  soon 
silenced  them  by  a  well  kept  up  and  directed 
fire.  Meanwhile  the  Fourth  regiment  and 
Boyd's  battalion  advanced,  driving,  also,  all 
obstacles  before  them.  It  became  apparent 
that  the  exact  location  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
planted  in  our  front,  was  not  known,  the  fog 
was  too  thick  to  enable  us  to  see  well.  We, 
however,  advanced,  having  changed  the  direc- 
tion of  the  line  to  the  left.  The  fire  of  the  ene- 
my soon  revealed  its  exact  position,  and  to  the 
charge,  was  sounded.  The  entire  brigade  ad- 
vanced at  a  double-quick,  and  in  good  order, 
notwithstanding  the  galling  fire  poured  into 
our  lines.  The  gallant  Colonel  Allen,  whose 
bravery  cannot  be  too  much  extolled,  flew  at 
the  head  of  the  men,  flag  in  hand,  on  to  the 
battery,  and  was  soon  in  possession  of  its  guns, 
surrounded  by  his  men,  while  the  right  drove 
the  infantry  away  by  a  destructive  tire.  Un- 
fortunately, Colonel  Allen  was  wounded,  and  the 
shock  was  terrible  among  the  men  of  the  Fourth 
regiment,  whose  confidence  seemed  to  repose 
mainly  on  him,  and  they  withdrew  in  disorder, 
bearing  away  their  wounded  chief.  At  a  short 
distance  I  rallied  them  partially  on  the  line 
formed  by  the  regiment,  on  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  but  to  no  good,  since  enough  could  not 
be  gathered  to  push  on  our  advantage.  Some 
time  previous  to  this  charge,  as  I  infer  from  not 
seeing  him  in  it,  Colonel  S.  Boyd  had  been 
wounded  and  removed  from  the  field.  His  bat- 
talion, stripped  of  its  influence,  did  not  rally 
after  the  first  charge  on  the  battery.  Previous 
to  this,  the  troops  had  all  behaved  with  great 
gallantry.  It  now  became  evident  that  fatigue 
and  thirst  were  overpowering  our  men ;  they 
could  scarcely  answer  the  appeals  made  to  them 
by  courageous  men,  to  whose  names  justice  will 
be  done  by  those  who  witnessed  their  conduct 
throughout,  and  which  I  cannot  give,  as  I  only 
saw  them  there  for  the  first  time.  At  this  time 
a  second  Federal  battery  entered  the  field,  and 
was  opportunely  met  by  a  section  of  Captain 
Semmes'  Confederate  States  battery.  It  affords 
me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  cool  and 
effective  response  made  by  Captain  Semmes  and 
Lieutenant  West,  whom  the  Fourth  and  Thir- 
tieth Louisiana  regiments  fell  back  to  support 
in  this  encounter.  After  a  brief  and  quick  fire 
of  the  opposing  batteries,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  withdraw,  and  the  infantry  left  with  it.  From 
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this  time  there  was  no  more  fighting  on  the  left. 
Coming  into  command  of  the  brigade  at  the  close 
of  the  battle,  and  after  it  became  disorganized,  I 
am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  beyond  those 
which  refer  to  my  regiment.  I  cannot  close, 
however,  without  bearing  witness  to  the  bravery 
and  gallantry  of  Colonel  Allen,  so  conspicuous 
to  us  all. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  BREAUX, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRTIETH  LA.  STJMTER  REGIMENT,  1 


IN  CAMP  NEAR  COMITE  RIVER. 


Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandidge,  Acting  Assistant 

Adjutant-General : 

SIR  :  For  the  action  of  my  regiment  in  gen- 
eral, during  the  battle  of  the  fifth  of  August,  at 
Baton  Rouge,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report 
circumstances  have  compelled  me  to  make  in 
the  stead  of  Colonel  Allen.  For  troops  who 
had  never  been  under  fire  before,  the  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  acted  with  great  bravery  and  gallan- 
try. Conspicuous  among  the  officers  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves,  I  take  pleasure  in  men- 
tioning^  Captain  Trepagnier,  who  lost  his  life  in 
all  probability,  and  Lieutenant  Dupremont,  of 
Picket  cadets,  who  was  also  wounded.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  men  and  officers 
were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  beat  off  a  supe- 
rior force.  The  regiment,  throughout,  rallied 
and  presented  a  good  line  whenever  called  on. 
Aft^r  the  partial  disorganization  of  the  brigade, 
which  the  loss  of  its  commander  temporarily 
produced,  and  when  it  became  evident  that  the 
left  must  fall  back,  this  regiment  did  so  in  an 
orderly  manner  and  under  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  A.  BREAUX, 

Colonel,  commanding  Thirtieth  Louisiana. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  M.  H.  GOFER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SIXTH  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT  VOLUNTEERS,  1 
COMITK  RIVER,  August  7,  1862.         / 

G.  C.  Hubbard,  First  Lieutenant,  and  A.  A.  A. 

General : 

SIR  :  Pursuant  to  circular  order,  just  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  regiment  Ken- 
tucky volunteers  in  the  battle  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, and  the  orders  received  from  the  com- 
manding Generals.  This  regiment  occupied  the 
extreme  left  of  the  First  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion, Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  commanding.  At 
a  little  before  daylight  the  troops  were  drawn 
up  in  line,  this  regiment  in  the  open  field,  the 
left  resting  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
right  of  a  dense  forest,  in  which  Colonel  Allen's 
brigade  was  formed.  At  daylight  the  command, 
"  forward,"  was  given  by  General  Ruggles,  and 
we  moved  forward  a  short  distance  and  halted 
by  the  order  of  the  same  officer,  who  was  pres- 


ent in  person.  We  were  very  soon  ordered 
forward  again,  when  we  moved,  encountering 
rough  ground,  hedges,  fences,  ditches,  and  a 
luxuriant  growth  of  weeds  and  grass,  altogether 
rendering  even  tolerable  alignment  and  steady 
marching  impossible.  Passing  on  over  this 
character  of  ground  for  nearly  one  mile,  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  fired  on  us,  doing  no  in- 
jury, but  falling  back  as  we  advanced,  until  we 
arrived  immediately  in  front  of  tne  enemy's 
camp.  Here  he  engaged  us  warmly  from  a 
strong  position  in  a  heavy  forest,  but  charging 
forward  we  drove  him  from  his  position,  and 
my  regiment  passed  nearly  through  the  camp, 
when  we  observed  a  battery  on  our  left,  say 
one  hundred  yards,  and  a  little  in  front.  This 
battery  was  nearly  silenced  by  an  oblique  fire 
from  my  left  wing,  and  would  have  been  easily 
taken  but  for  the  fact  that  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade was  retiring.  Seeing  no  cause  for  the 
retreat  on  account  of  any  movement  or  fire  of 
the  enemy,  my  regiment  was  ordered  back,  pre- 
suming the  brigade  was  ordered  to  retire,  which 
I  since  learned  to  have  been  the  case.  This 
retreat  enabled  the  enemy  to  regain  his  battery, 
which  he  did  promptly,  and  opened  a  furious 
fire  with  grape,  canistes,  and  shrapnell,  on  our 
flank.  From  the  nearness  of  the  guns,  he  did 
no  serious  damage.  We  continued  to  move  to 
the  rear  some  two  hundred  yards,  when  we 
re-formed  and  returned  to  a  fence  in  front  of  a 
graveyard,  where  we  halted  and  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy  who  had  re-formed  and  reoccupied 
his  original  position,  from  which  we  had  just 
driven  him.  This  position  both  parties  held 
with  great  stubbornness,  and  an  almost  inces- 
sant fire  was  kept  up  for  one  hour.  At  this 
place  I  sustained  nearly  all  the  loss  of  the  day. 
My  position  was  very  much  exposed  during 
this  time,  having  no  shelter  but  a  thin  picket- 
fence,  and  being  on  ground  elevated  some  eigh- 
teen inches  above  any  ground  in  front  between 
my  line  and  the  enemy.  This  position  was 
maintained  until  an  ord'er  to  charge  was  given, 
and  the  enemy  driven  under  his  gunboats,  when 
the  regiment  returned  with  the  brigade  to  camp, 
having  sustained  a  loss  of  five  killed  and  sev- 
enty-three wounded,  several  mortally.  I  can- 
not allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  re- 
turning my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  bore  themselves  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment. From  a  want  of  commissioned  officers,  I 
caused  the  eight  companies  of  the  regiment  to 
be  consolidated  into  four  companies,  placed 
respectively  under  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utter- 
back,  and  Thomas  G.  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant 
Frank  Earned.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that 
I  was  not  in  the  last  charge,  having  been  car- 
ried off  the  field  too  much  exhausted  and  over- 
come to  be  able  to  go  forward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  GOFER, 
Gttonel,  commanding  Sixth  Kentucky  Regiment. 
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REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CROSSLANP. 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT,  \ 
August  7,  1862.         j 

Lieutenant  G.  C.  Hubbard,  A.  A.  A.  General  : 

LIEUTENANT  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
your  officer,  I  return  the  following  statements  of 
the  action  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  at 
Baton  Rouge,  on  the  fifth.  The  brigade  was 
formed  in  an  open  field,  and  ordered  to  "  march 
forward."  My  regiment  crossed  a  lawn  into  a 
field,  and  received  a  fire  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers, when  we  were  ordered  to  charge.  The 
skirmishers  were  routed  and  the  regiment  halt- 
ed in  a  pea  patch  and  ordered  to  lie  down.  Here 
we  received  a  heavy  fire,  wounding  three  men. 
We  were  again  ordered  to  forward  and  to 
charge,  which  order  was  executed  in  gallant 
style.  Passing  over  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
enemy,  we  saw  the  bodies  of  two  dead  and 
three  wounded.  Another  charge  brought  us  into 
a  road  near  the  enemy's  camp,  through  which 
we  charged,  and  were  halted  and  ordered  to  fall 
back  by  Captain  Buckner,  of  General  Breckin- 
ridge's  staff,  who  received  the  order  from  Gen- 
eral Clark,  which  would  have  been  done  in  or- 
der, but  for  a  regiment  in  advance  of  our  right, 
which  broke  in  wild  confusion  through  my  reg- 
iment, which  caught  the  panic  and  retired  dis- 
orderly for  a  short  distance.  Aided,  however, 
by  the  coolness  of  my  company  officers  and  Ad- 
jutant, 1  succeeded  promptly  in  rallying  and  re- 
forming them  in  front  of  the  road.  Colonel 
Thompson  ordered  me  to  fall  back  to  the  road, 
where  we  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  then  ad- 
vancing from  their  camps,  and  kept  it  up  briskly 
for  an  hour.  The  energy  advanced  cautiously 
from  their  camp,  under  cover  of  a  grove  of  tim- 
ber, with  the  evident  intention  of  turning  our  left 
flank.  I  saw  two  lines  of  infantry,  with  cavalry 
in  the  rear.  They  charged,  and  the  Thirty-fifth 
Alabama  regiment  opened  and  kept  up  a  hot 
fire  from  our  left,  which  broke  the  enemy's 
lines,  and  they  retired  in  confusion.  Our  ammu- 
nition was  nearly  exhausted,  the  wagons  not 
having  come  up.  General  Breckinridge  came 
up  on  our  right,  and  I  reported  the  want  of 
ammunition  to  him,  and  he  ordered  me  to  charge 
the  camp  with  my  regiment  and  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky. We  went  through  the  camp  and  were 
halted  by  Captain  Buckner,  and  ordered  to  re- 
tire, which  was  done  in  good  order.  Captain 
Buckner,  by  order  of  General  Breckinridge,  or- 
dered my  regiment  to  remain  and  support  a  sec- 
tion of  Semmes'  battery,  which  was  posted  and 
remained  to  protect  those  engaged  in  recovery 
of  the  wounded  and  retreat  of  the  stragglers. 
Captain  Wess  Jetton,  with  five  men,  was  sent 
back  to  fire  the  camps.  A  cloud  of  smoke  soon 
told  that  his  mission  of  destruction  had  been 
faithfully  executed.  He  reports  the  burning  of 
large  quantities  of  commissary  stores  and  quar- 
termaster stores,  together  with  numerous  boxes 
of  guns  and  valuable  camp  equipage.  With  a 
single  exception,  the  officers  bore  themselves 
gallantly,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 


of  the  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmary  corps 
kept  close  at  our  heels,  and  promptly  removed 
and  took  care  of  the  wounded. 

I  beg  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Jo- 
seph Rollins,  our  color-bearer. 

EDWAED  CROSSLAND, 

Colonel,  commanding  Seventh  Kentucky  Regiment. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  S.  E.  HUNTER. 

CAMP  NEAR  COMTTE,  1 

August  7, 1802.  J 

Colonel  G.  A.  Breaux : 

SIR  :  At  nine  o'clock  p.  M.,  of  the  fourth  in- 
stant, pursuant  to  orders,  I  marched  the  Fourth 
Louisiana  regiment,  left  in  front,  from  this 
place  in  the  direction  of  Baton  Rouge.  Just 
before  daylight  I  was  ordered  to  halt  in  an 
open  field.  Only  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before 
firing  began  between  our  pickets  and  those  of 
the  enemy.  We  were  then  ordered  to  fall  back 
behind  a  hedge,  where  we  remained  a  very 
short  while,  when  we  recrossed  the  hedge  and 
marched  by  the  left  flank  through  a  narrow 
strip  of  wood  to  a  field,  enclosed  by  a  thick  and 
impassable  hedge  fence.  Here  we  formed  our 
line  of  battle,  and  were  joined  by  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade.  The  word  "  forward "  was 
given,  and  all  moved  off  in  gallant  stjde.  We 
had  not  proceeded  far  when  we  received  a  de- 
sultory fire  from  the  enemy,  which  was  promptly 
and  effectively  returned,  causing  the  enemy  to 
retire.  The  advance  continued,  with  occasional 
firing,  until  we  reached  an  open  field  on  our  left. 
Here  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  considerable 
force  in  front  and  to  the  left.  We  were  marched 
by  the  left  flank  until  our  brigade  had  nearly 
cleared  the  woods,  when  we  filed  to  the  left. 
The  Fourth  Louisiana  had  thus  filed  expecting 
to  meet  the  enemy  at  right  angles  to  our  orig- 
inal line,  when  a  battery  opened  on  us  to  our 
right  and  in  front  of  the  original  line.  The  or- 
der was  given  to  charge  this  battery,  which  was 
done  in  gallant  style,  the  brigade  being  in  a  sort 
of  wedge-shape,  gradually  assuming  a  line  as  it 
approached  the  battery.  A  heavy  and  galling 
fire  was  kept  up  on  us  by  the  enemy,  who  were 
concealed  in  the  rear  of  the  battery.  When 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  guns  of  the  enemy, 
Colonel  Allen,  who  was  in  front,  bearing  the  col- 
ors of  one  battalion  of  the  brigade,  was  severely 
wounded,  and  fell  from  his  horse.  Seeing  him 
fall  the  line  faltered,  and  finally  gave  way,  the 
troops  on  the  right  and  centre  giving  way  first. 
The  brigade  retired  in  confusion  across  the 
field,  through  which  it  had  so  gallantly  ad- 
vanced. Here,  after  some  little  delay,  my  regi- 
ment was  re-formed  and  remained  so  for  some 
time.  No  order  to  advance  was  given.  A  sec- 
tion of  Semmes'  battery  came  up  and  prepared 
for  action  on  our  right  and  the  left  of  the  bri- 
gade. We  were  ordered  to  form  in  its  rear  to 
support  it.  After  great  exertion  a  line  was  par- 
tially formed,  but  at  this  point  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery opened  on  us  at  short  range.  The  right 
again  gave  way,  followed  rapidly  by  the  whole 
line.  The  troops,  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  cry- 
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ing  for  water,  were  thrown  into  utter  confusion, 
and  all  attempts  to  rally  them  were  fruitless. 
From  this  time  no  more  fighting  was  done  by 
our  brigade. 

I  would  not  close  this  report  without  men- 
tioning among  the  names  of  those  among  my 
officers  who  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry  on 
the  field,  Lieutenant  Corkern,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  Company  B;  Lieutenant  Jeter,  Com- 
pany F ;  Sergeant-Major  Daniels,  and  Adjutant 
Clark.  I  hear  of  others  who  distinguished 
themselves,  but  only  these  came  under  my  espe- 
cial" observation. 

RespectfuUy  submitted, 

S.  E.  HUNTER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Fourth  Louisiana. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  TOM  SHIELDS. 
IN  THE  FIELD,  Augwt  7, 1862. 

Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandidge,  G.  S.  A.,  A.  A.  A. 

and  Inspector- General : 

SIR  :  For  the  information  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Ruggles.  commanding  Second  division,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  detachment  under  my  command,  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge  : 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  proceeded,  with  a 
section  of  Semmes'  Confederate  States  artillery, 
under  command  of  T.  K.  Fauntleroy,  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  (company  E,  Sumter  Thirtieth 
Louisiana  regiment,  Captain  Roger  T.  Boyle, 
and  Beaver  Creek  rifles,  Captain  Amicker),  and 
one  company  of  mounted  partisan  rangers,  Cap- 
tain Beckham,  the  whole  numbering  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  rank  and  file,  at  about  four 
and  a  half  p.  M.,  the  fourth  inst,  to  take  position 
on  the  Clinton  plank  road,  there  to  engage  the 
enemy,  supposed  to  be  posted,  with  a  battery 
of  artillery,  at  the  junction  of  that  and  the 
Bayou  Sara  road.  After  a  fatiguing  night's 
march,  we  reached  that  desired  point  just  at 
dawn  of  day  of  fifth  inst.,  prepared  to  execute 
orders  at  the  given  signal — the  firing  of  small 
arms  by  the  main  body  on  my  left.  Exactly  at 
four  and  a  half  A.  M.,  the  sound  of  musketry 
being  distinctly  audible,  I  ordered  the  advance, 
at  double-quick,  of  the  entire  command,  having 
previously  dismounted  the  rangers,  with  a  view 
to  greater  efficiency.  The  enemy's  pickets  fled 
precipitately  at  our  approach,  leaving  accoutre- 
ments and  equipments  hanging  to  the  posts  and 
walls  of  the  house  where  they  were  stationed, 
and  on  the  trees  immediately  around  it,  and 
sought  shelter  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the 
Bayou  Sara  road,  gaining  which  they  fired  one 
feeble  volley,  but  immediately  retreated  in  con- 
fusion in  the  direction  of  the  arsenal.  The  in- 
fantry was  now. posted  in  a  corn-field  on  the 
right  of  a  street  leading  to  a  Federal  camp,  with 
instructions  to  advance  closely  in  support  of  the 
artillery,  which  was  placed  at  the  same  time  in 
raking  position  at  the  head  of  the  same  street. 
The  enemy  here  appeared  in  force,  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  disputing  our  further  advance. 
The  artillery  opening  obliquely  on  the  camp, 
enabled  us,  by  its  well-directed  fire,  to  advance 
within  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  the  camps 


of  the  Fourteenth  Maine  regiment  (judged  to  be 
so  by  papers,  etc.,  found  subsequently  in  the 
tents) ;  again  opening  a  rapid  fire  of  artiUery  in 
the  direction  of  this  camp,  we  maintained  our 
position  until  the  infantry,  suffering  before  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  were 
compelled  to  fall  back,  and  some  four  horses  of 
the  section  becoming  unmanageable  and  un- 
serviceable from  wounds  received,  I  consented 
to  the  withdrawal  of  the  section  to  the  junction 
of  the  roads  above  mentioned,  there  to  await 
reinforcements  from  the  main  body,  then  seen 
to  be  advancing  in  our  direction.  In  this  new 
position  we  were  unfortunately  taken  for  the 
enemy,  and  fired  upon,  but  luckily  without 
casualty  of  any  kind.  Disengaging  the  disabled 
horses,  and  supplying  their  places  with  others, 
the  section  was  again  placed  in  position,  where 
it  Was  kept  until  the  termination  of  the  engage- 
ment. The  infantry  force  under  my  command 
was  attached,  by  order,  to  the  Twenty-second 
Mississippi  regiment  on  the  arrival  of  that  regi- 
ment in  the  field,  leaving  me  with  the  artillery, 
where  I  remained  until  relieved  by  one  of  the 
staff  of  Major-General  Breckinridge,  upon  the 
withdrawal  of  the  army.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  the  com- 
mand, artillery  and  infantry,  and  beg  to  com- 
mend to  favorable  notice  the  officers  of  company 
E,  Sumter  regiment  (Thirtieth  Louisiana),  Cap- 
tain Boyle,  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Wright,  D.  C. 
Byerly,  and  William  B.  Chippendall,  for  gallant 
behavior.  To  Lieutenant  T.  K.  Fauntleroy, 
commanding  section  of  artiUery,  I  am  indebted 
for  valuable  services ;  his  conduct  throughout 
being  marked  with  coolness  and  decision,  and 
worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  His  artillery,- as 
efficient  as  it  was,  would  have  been  more  so  but 
for  the  inferiority  of  the  friction  primers,  nine 
out  of  ten  of  which  proving  worthless,  rendering 
the  working  of  the  pieces,  at  times,  difficult  and 
unsatisfactory.  Of  tke  casualties,  I  have  to 
mention  the  foUowing:  In  the  Beaver  Creek 
Rifles,  Lieutenant  Amicker,  severely  wounded 
in  the  shoulder ;  Sergeant  Wilson,  wounded  in 
the  hand,  slightly;  private  J.  L.  Ferryman,  in 
the  back,  dangerously.  In  Fauntleroy's  section 
of  artiUery,  Sergeant  BeUum,  severely  wounded, 
and  four  horses  killed.  In  conclusion,  I  have  to 
state  that  my  object  was  to  obey  to  the  letter 
instructions  received,  and  every  effort  was  made 
on  my  part  to  that  end,  and  but  for  the  inade- 
quacy of  my  force,  I  believe  more  important 
results  could  have  been  obtained.  I  hope  what 
we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  may  meet  the 
approval  of  the  General  commanding. 
RespectfuUy  submitted, 

TOM  SHIELDS. 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Sumter  Thirtieth  Louisiana  regiment, 
commanding  detachment. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  H.  ROBERTSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTY-FIFTH  ALA.  Vois. 

CAMP  ON  COMITE  RIVER,  LA., 
August  8,  18 

Captain  L.  D.  Sandidge,  A.  A,  A.  General  Sec- 
ond Division: 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  .following  report 
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of  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  the  fifth  in- 
stant, by  the  Thirty-fifth  regiment  of  Alabama 
volunteers,  up  to  the  moment  I  was  relieved  of 
the  command  of  the  regiment  by  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  brigade.  Before  leaving  the 
Comite  River,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  consoli- 
date certain  companies  in  which  there  were  but 
few  men,  and  in  two  instances  no  commissioned 
officer,  the  regiment  having  been  decimated  by 
sickness,  and  accordingly  divided  the  regiment, 
only  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  strong,  rank 
and  file,  into  four  companies,  placing  them  in 
command  of  the  following  officers,  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  order  named :  Captain  S.  S.  Ives, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  E.  Ellett,  Captain  John  S. 
Dickson,  and  Lieutenant  S.  D.  Stewart.  The 
regiment  thus  organized,  occupied  the  left  cen- 
tre of  the  brigade,  and  kept  this  position  during 
the  action,  passing  immediately  to  the  front  of 
the  line  first  formed  on  the  common,  over  and 
through  many  obstacles,  to  a  position  near  the 
river,  when  the  fight  ended.  The  regiment 
never  having  been  under  fire,  much  anxiety  was 
felt,  by  both  myself  and  the  brigade  commander, 
as  to  the  probable  effect  upon  the  men  of  a  close 
fire  of  musketry.  I  am  highly  gratified  to  say 
that  never  once  did  the  regiment,  men  or  officers, 
falter ;  but  when  ordered  to  charge  did,  on  three 
occasions,  bear  themselves  most  gallantly,  and 
once  obstinately  held,  for  an  hour,  a  position  ex- 
posed to  a  fire  from  overwhelming  numbers.  On 
reaching  the  first  encampment  of  the  enemy,  in 
the  third  charge  made  by  the  brigade,  this  regi- 
ment passed  entirely  through  the  camp,  driving 
the  enemy  before  them,  when,  on  looking  to  the 
right  and  rear,  I  found  my  command  was  not 
supported,  but  the  right  wing  was  falling  back 
to  cover.  Receiving  no  order,  and  fearing  the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  flank  the  left  wing,  I 
immediately  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire,  be- 
ing followed  in  the  movement  by  the  Fifth  Ken- 
tucky on  the  left,  and  foyned  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  cemetery  in  which  the  Sixth 
Kentucky  was  formed.  The  regiments  were 
immediately  moved  forward,  and  checked  the 
advancing  enemy  by  heavy  firing.  Being  called 
to  command  the  brigade,  I,  at  this  time,  turned 
over  the  regiment  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Good- 
win, who  reports  its  further  action.  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  Goodwin,  my  only  associate  field 
officer,  for  the  coolness  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  him  during  the  action.  The  officers  com- 
manding the  companies  were  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  courage.  Dr.  J.  F.  Delany,  a  private 
of  Company  D,  was  detailed  to  act  as  Assistant 
Surgeon,  during  the  action,  and  deserves  partic- 
ular mention,  he  being  up  with  the  regiment  at 
all  times,  caring  for  the  wounded  and  encourag- 
ing the  men.  I  respectfully  ask  that  Dr.  Delany 
be  discharged,  that  I  may  contract  with  him  as 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Colonel,  Thirty.fifth  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  ) 
August  8,  1862.         J 

L.   I).   Sandidge,  A.  A.  A.   General 

Second  Division  : 
CAPTAIN  :  Colonel  Robertson  desires  me  to  say 
that  he  wishes  to  amend  his  brigade  report  by 
stating  that  Major  John  Throckmorton,  A.  Q.  M., 
rendered  very  efficient  service  in  taking  off  the 
wounded  from  the  field,  showing  great  fearless- 
ness of  personal  danger  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties. 

Gr.   C.   HUB  BARD, 

A.  A,  A.  General. 

REPORT  OF  UEUTENANT-COLONEL  GOODWIN. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRTT-FUTH  REGIMENT  ALABAMA  Vous..,  \ 
CAMP  ON. COMITE  RIVER,  August  7,  1862.         J 

Lieutenant  Geo.  C.  Hubbard,  A.  A.  A.  G.  First 
Regiment,  Second  Division : 

LIEUTENANT:  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson,  who 
had  so  gallantly  led  on  the  Thirty-fifth  Alabama 
in  two  separate  charges,  having  been  called  to 
the  command  of  the  brigade,  Colonel  A.  P. 
Thompson  having  been  seriously  wounded 
while  cheering  on  his  men,  the  command  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Alabama  was  handed  over  to  me. 

I  held  the  position  which  we  were  ordered  to 
maintain,  by  Colonel  J.  W.  Robertson,  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  encampments,  for  more  than  an 
hour,  all  the  while  under  the  most  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy.  I  learned  that  the  enemy,  both 
infantry  and  cavalry,  were  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle  on  my  left,  as  if  preparing  to  charge  over 
line  on  the  right.  I,  therefore,'  directed  my 
command  to  fire  upon  them,  when,  after  three 
well-directed  volleys,  the  enemy  fled  precipi- 
tately. A  charge  was  immediately  ordered  by 
Major-General  Breckinridge.  We  promptly  re- 
plied to  the  command,  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  encampments,  under  cover  of  their  gun- 
boats, when  the  order  was  given  to  fall  back  for 
ammunition. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  the  zeal 
and  daring  of  the  men,  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates, under  my  command — the  last  charge 
having  been  made  without  a  round  of  cartridges 
on  hand. 

Yery  respectfully, 

EDWARD  GOODWIN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  commanding  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Alaba- 
ma Volunteers. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  J.  H.  BOWMAN. 

HEADQUABTERS  THIRD  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT,  ) 
August  7,  1862.  J 

George  C.  Hubbard,  Lieutenant  and  A.  A.  A. 
General : 

LIEUTENANT  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from 
your  office,  I  return  the  following  statement  of 
the  action  of  the  Third  Kentucky  regiment  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  fifth  : 

The  brigade  was  formed  in  an  open  field,  the 
Third  Kentucky  regiment  on  the  right  flank,  and 
ordered  to  march  forward.  The  Third  crossed 
a  lawn  into  a  field,  received  a  fire  from  the  ene- 
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my's  skirmishers,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
charge.  The  skirmishers  were  routed,  and  the 
regiment  halted  in  a  "  pea  patch,"  and  ordered 
to  lie  down  here.  We  received  a  heavy  fire, 
killing  one  man  and  wounding  five  men.  We 
were  again  ordered  forward  and  to  charge,  which 
order  was  executed  in  gallant  style.  Passing 
over  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy,  we 
saw  the  bodies  of  a  few  dead  of  our  enemy. 
Another  charge  brought  us  into  a  road  near  the 
enemy's  camp,  through  which  we  charged  and 
halted,  and  remained  for  some  time  ;  and  seeing 
that  our  line,  to  the  left,  was  not  up  on  line  with 
us,  I  placed  Captain  Edwards  in  command  tem- 
porarily, until  I  went  to  the  rear  to  see  where 
to  form  the  line,  with  instructions  to  remain  in 
position  until  I  could  return.  After  obtaining 
the  necessary  information,  I  started  on  my  re- 
turn, with  the  regiment  falling  back  in  good 
order.  When  I  demanded  to  know  why  the 
regiment  was  doing  so,  I  was  informed  it  was 
by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Clark.  I  then 
resumed  command  and  formed  on  line  with  the 
brigade-  Soon  Colonel  Thompson  ordered  me 
to  fall  back  to  a  cut  in  the  road,  which  order 
was  promptly  executed.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  nearly  one  hour,  firing  nearly  thirty 
rounds  of  ammunition  at  the  enemy,  at  times  they 
being  in  short  range  of  our  rifles.  The  regi- 
ment was  then  ordered  to  charge  forward,  by 
Colonel  Crossland,  which  order  was  promptly 
executed,  and  again  we  passed  through  their 
encampment,  and  were  ordered  to  fall  back, 
which  order  was  executed  without  any  confu- 
sion or  excitement.  Without  a  single  excep- 
tion, the  officers  of  the  regiment  bore  themselves 
gallantly,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
of  the  conduct  of  the  men.  Our  infirmary  corps 
kept  close  on  our  heels,  and  promptly  removed 
and  took  care  of  our  wounded. 

J.  H.  BOWMAN, 

Captain,  commanding  Third  Kentucky  regiment. 
REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  TOM  BYNUM. 

HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION  OF  INFANTRY  OF  STEWART'S  LEGION,  1 
COMITE  BRIDGE,  August  8, 1862.  J 

Captain  Morrison,  A.  A.  A.  G.  Second  Brigade  : 
SIR  :  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the 
participation  of  this  battalion,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sam  Boyd,  in  the  action 
of  the  fifth  inst.  Its  force  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing :  one  field,  three  staff,  and  nine  company 
officers,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted 
men.  They  composed  the  centre  of  Colonel 
Allen's  brigade,  the  Thirtieth  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, Colonel  Breaux,  on  the  right,  and  the 
Fourth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hunter,  on  the  left.  The  line  of  battle  was 
formed  in  the  woods  back  and  leftward  of  the 
residence  of  Captain  E.  W.  Robinson,  and  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  a  central 
portion  of  Baton  Rouge.  As  soon  as  the  line 
was  formed,  it  was  put  in  forward  motion,  feel- 
ing its  way  slowly  through  tall  weeds,  in  the 
morning's  haze,  for  the  enemy's  first  line  of 


force.  Marching  straight  to  the  front  through 
briers,  hedges,  and  over  picket  fences,  the  bri- 
gade was  halted  in  the  face  of  a  line  of  the  foe 
drawn  up  to  receive  us,  and  after  giving  them 
two  well-directed  volleys,  charged  upon  them, 
when  they  fled.  The  brigade  having  paused  a 
few  moments,  resumed  its  line  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  undergrowth  would  permit,  and 
marched  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  for- 
ward in  a  left  oblique  direction.  Receiving 
reports  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy  sup  ported  by 
a  regiment  right  on  our  front,  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  distant,  our  commander,  after 
calling  for  three  cheers  for  the  Confederacy, 
ordered  us  to  charge.  Alarmed  at  our  shouts 
and  dash,  the  enemy  broke,  taking  off  their 
battery,  but  leaving  heaps  of  slain  and  wounded. 
It  was  here  that  Captain  Chinn  fell,  from  a  wound 
in  the  leg,  while  gallantly  responding,  at  the 
head  of  his  company,  to  Colonel  AUeri's  orders. 
Resuming  our  course,  we  soon  found  ourselves 
upon  the  edge  of  an  old  field,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  is  the  Benton  Ferry  road,  and  the 
enclosure  of  the  race  track.  Square  in  our  front 
was  posted,  along  the  roadside,  a  number  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  or  sharpshooters,  and  to 
their  left  a  battery  was  planted  at  the  mouth  of 
a  street  in  front  of  the  outskirts  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Baton  Rouge.  A  regiment  (the  Sixth 
Michigan)  supported  the  battery,  arid  its  men 
were  placed  behind  the  fences  and  houses  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hockney's.  Colonel  Allen, 
taking  the  colors  of  his  command  in  his  hand, 
rapidly  drew  up  his  command  in  line,  which,  at 
his  call  and  example,  rushed,  under  a  galling  fire 
of  grape,  canister,  arid  Minnie,  across  the  field. 
There  was  not  a  shrub,  even  as  a  screen,  upon 
it,  and  over  the  three  hundred  yards  of  that 
open  space  the  foe  sent  many  a  missile  of  death 
and  shaft  of  anguish  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
the  cannon. 

Lieutenant  Causey ,» of  Buffington's  company, 
and  commanding  it,  fell,  shot  through  the  brain. 
No  victim  in  this  great  struggle  against  fanati- 
cism and  the  principles  of  rapine  and  spolia- 
tion, leaves  to  his  family  and  friends  a  brighter 
me/nory  for  chivalrous  courage  and  unsullied 
patriotism.  A  few  yards  further  on  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Boyd  fell,  shot  through  the  arm,  and 
was  borne  off  the  field.  In  a  moment  or  so 
after  the  enemy  retreated,  leaving  two  cannon 
and  a  Lieutenant,  and  eight  or  ten  prisoners  in 
our  hands.  In  passing  beyond  the  fence  enclos- 
ing Turner's  house,  and  getting  partially  into 
the  street,  the  gallant  leader  fell,  helpless,  from 
his  horse  into  the  arms  of  his  trusty  soldiers, 
and  was  by  them  carried  from  the  field.  His 
fall  was  peculiarly  unfortunate.  It  completely 
paralyzed  his  old  regiment  (the  Fourth,  at  whose 
head  he  was)  even  in  that  moment  of  victory 
Notwithstanding  his  repeated  shouts  to  go  for 
ward,  it  became  confused  and  huddled  up,  lost 
in  a  maze  of  stolidity  and  dismay.  At  this  criti 
cal  moment  the  undersigned  first  became  ap 
prised,  by  Colonel  Breaux,  now  commanding 
the  brigade,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  assume 
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command  of  this  battalion.  With  serious  mis- 
givings in  his  capacity  in  this  emergency,  and 
sorrow  felt  at  the  necessity,  he  arrived  to  do  his 
best  in  seconding  the  gallant  fearlessness  and 
conspicuous  example  of  the  commanding  officer, 
to  save  his  troops  from  a  panic  and  to  rally 
them  into  line.  His  efforts  were  supported  by 
the  daring  courage  of  Lieutenant  Barrow,  com- 
manding Captain  Chinn's  company,  by  the  ener- 
gy of  Lieutenant  Burnett,  Captain  Bynum's  com- 
pany, and  by  the  cool  and  noble  example  of 
Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  same  company.  A 
partial  success  only  rewarded  their  exertions. 
We  were  saved  a  panic,  but  the  annoying  fire 
from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  left  them  no 
other  alternative  but  to  fall  back  across  the 
field  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods.  Here  another 
effort  was  made  to  rally  the  brigade  into  line, 
now  massed  confusedly.  The  commanding  offi- 
cer employed  every  incentive  and  expedient 
that  courage  could  suggest,  but  with  haggard 
results.  The  men  made  no  response  to  his  ap- 
peals. They  were  not  cowed  or  panic-stricken ; 
they  were  simply  exhausted,  hopelessly  ex- 
hausted, and  seemed  to  be  staggering  under  the 
half  of  that  last  ounce  which  breaks  the  camel's 
back  of  endurance.  Having  been  under  arms 
for  more  than  sixteen'  hours  ;  having  neither 
supper,  breakfast,  nor  sleep  ;  having  marched 
over  twelve  miles,  and  having  gone  through 
four  hours  fighting,  is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  or 
for  blame  that  they  paid  but  little  heed  to  the 
rallying  cries  of  their  leaders  ?  Their  conduct 
was,  however,  only  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
ample of  troops  who  had  been  under  fire,  and 
were  reported  veterans.  Many  vicissitudes  of 
this  battle  must  remain  unnoticed.  The  under- 
signed was  not  called  to  command  till  a  late 
hour,  and  many  events,  doubtless,  noted  by  the 
experienced  eye  of  Colonel  Boyd,  must  be  un- 
chronicled  because  of  his  absence.  While  Col- 
onel Boyd  was  in  command,  his  promptitude 
and  courage  ably  sustained  the  policy  of  Col- 
oriel  Allen.  His  Adjutant,  Lieutenant  Breeden, 
was  conspicuous  for  daring  devotion  to  duty 
throughout  the  trials  of  the  day.  The  men 
generally  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage. 


Upon  returning  to  headquarters,  near  Ward's 
Creek  bridge,  the  undersigned  was  relieved  of 
his  command  by  Lieutenant  Barrow. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TOM.  BYNUM, 

Captain,  commanding  Battalion  Infantry,  Steward's  Legion. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  0.  T.  SEMMES. 

IN  CAMP.  NEAR  BATON  ROUGE.  1 
August  8,  1862.        J 

SIR  :  I  was  ordered  to  take  part  in  the  action 
of  the  fifth  instant,  which  I  did.  My  men  be- 
haved well.  The  officers,  Lieutenants  J.  T. 
M.  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  acted  with  great 
coolness  and  bravery,  at  times  firing  their 
pieces  personally.  Lieutenant  T.  F.  Fauntleroy 
was  detached  with  a  section,  and  I  did  not  see 
him  during  the  action.  The  casualties  were 
five  men  killed,  five  severely  wounded,  five 
slightly  wounded ;  nine  horses  killed,  two  badly 
wounded,  two  missing ;  one  caisson  exploded  by 
an  enemy's  shell,  the  rear  carriage  of  another 
rendered  worthless,  and  left  on  the  field.  Four 
sets  of  harness  lost.  I  fired  two  hundred 
rounds  of  smooth  bore  six-pounder  ammuni- 
tion, and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  of  six- 
pounder  rifled.  Dr.  Lewis,  A.  8.,  C.  S.  A.,  ren- 
dered efficient  service  to  my  wounded  on  the 
field.  I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

0.  T.  SEMMES, 

Captain,  commanding  C.  S.  Light  Battery. 

At  4)£  o'clock  p.  M.  of  the  fifth  instant,  I 
took  position  between  Colonel  Allen's  and 
Colonel  Thompson's  brigades,  filling  a  vacancy 
of  some  eighty  yards,  moved  forward  with  the 
infantry  line  hah1'  a  mile,  opened  fire  on  an  ene- 
my's battery,  driving  them  back,  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  Second  division,  General  Ruggles 
commanding,  when  I  opened  on  a  battery  with 
effect,  at  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
then  occupied  my  first  position,  opening  on  a 
column  of  infantry,  doing  much  execution ;  was 
ordered  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Allen's  brigade. 
I  took  position  on  its  right  and  silenced  a  bat- 
tery. This  was  my  last  firing,  after  which  I  re- 
joined the  main  forces.  0.  T.  S. 


Return  of  Casualties  in  the  Second  Division. 


COMMAND. 

KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

KILLED,  WOUXDED, 
AND  MISSING. 

i 

Privates. 

B 

0 

Privates. 

S 

> 
I 

1 

1 

First  Br'gade    

1 

2 

11 
26 

13 
4 

65 

82 

'e 

6 
60 

82 
169 

96 
181 

Second    "          

Cavalry    ...                                  . 

Grand  Total  

3 

37 

17 

147 

6 

66 

251 

277 

R.  M.  HOOE, 

A.  A.  General. 


DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  division. 
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KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 

MESSING. 

40 

141 

6 

Second  Division  

44 

165 

72 

- 

84 

306 

84 

78 

78 

468 

Officers  and  Soldiers  mentioned  in  the  Report  of 
Brigadier-General  Ruggles : 

Colonel  A.  P.  Thompson  and  Colonel  H.  Wal- 
len,  brigade  commanders,  both  severely  wound- 
ed ;  Fifth  Kentucky  regiment,  Captain  Bowman  ; 
Seventh  Kentucky,  Colonel  Crossland,  and  his 
color-bearer,  James  Rawlings  ;  Sixth  Kentucky 
regiment,  Captains  Isaac  Smith,  Utterback,  and 
Thomas  Page,  and  First  Lieutenant  F.  Earned ; 
Thirty-sixth  Alabama,  Colonel  Robertson  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Goodwin  ;  of  the  Second 
brigade,  the  Fourth  Louisiana,  Lieutenant- Col- 
onel Hunter,  Lieutenant  Corkern,  Company  B, 
Lieutenant  Jeter,  Company  F,  and  Sergeant- 
Major  Daniels;  Battalion  of  Stewart's  Legion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sam  Boyd,  who  was  dis- 
abled by  a  flesh  wound  in  the  arm.  Captain 
Chinn  also  was  wounded,  the  command  de- 
volved upon  Captain  Bynum,  who  acted  with 
gallantly.  The  battalion  Thirtieth  regiment 
Louisiana  volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Gr.  A.  Breaux,  who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  regiment,  especially  Cap- 
tain N.  Trepagnier  and  Lieutenant  Dapremont, 
both  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shields, 
Thirtieth  Louisiana,  commanding  separate  de- 
tachment, who  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  in- 
trepidity of  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  commanding 
section  of  guns  in  his  detachment;  Captain 
Semmes,  commanding  battery,  and  his  officers, 
Lieutenants  Barnes  and  J.  A.  West,  performed 
gallant  service.  Captain  Blount,  Brigade-In- 
spector of  Second  brigade,  rendered  gallant 
service  in  the  field,  where  it  is  believed  he  has 
fallen,  as  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  since. 
I  also  have  the  gratification  to  name  the  mem- 
bers of  my  staff,  who  served  with  me  on  this 
occasion,  viz. :  Lieutenant  L.  D.  Sandige,  corps 
artillery,  C.  S.  A.,  A.  A.  A.,  and  Inspector-General, 
Captain  George  Whitfield,  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Major  E.  S.  Ruggles,  acting  ordnance  officer,  and 
acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  First 
Lieutenant  M.  B.  Ruggles,  aide-de-camp,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel- Charles  Jones,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Colonel  J.  0.  Fuqua,  District 
Judge  Advocate  and  Provost  Marshal  General, 
who  were  all  distinguished  for  their  efficiency, 
coolness,  and  gallantry  throughout  the  conflict. 
The  following  officers,  attached  to  the  general 
staff,  also  rendered  gallant  service :  Captain 
Sam.  Bard,  on  special  service  ;  Lieutenant  A. 
B.  DeSaulles  ;  Engineers,  Lieutenant  H.  H. 
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Price  and  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Holt.  Other  officers 
on  special  service,  amongst  whom  were  Captain 
Augustus  Scott,  commanding  squadron  on  tem- 
porary service,  Captains  Curry,  Henderson,  and 
Lieutenant  Behcum,  as  volunteer  aids  for  the 
occasion,  and  Captain  J.  M.  Taylor  served  with 
great  gallantry. 


Doc.  62. 

HOISTING  THE  BLACK  FLAG  —  OFFICIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE  AND  REPORTS. 

GENERAL  S.  D.  LEE  TO  GENERAL  COOPER. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  ALABAMA,  MISSISSIPPI, 
AND  EAST  LOUISIANA,  MERIDIAN, 

Jun«  30,  1864 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies 
of  correspondence  between  General  Washburn, 
U.  S.  A.,  General  Forrest,  and  myself,  which  I 
consider  very  important,  and  should  be  laid  be- 
fore tbe  Department.  It  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  avoid,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my  idea  of 
the  dignity  of  my  position,  resorting  to  such  an 
extremity  as  the  black  flag  ;  and  the  onus  shall 
be  with  the  Federal  commander. 

I  would  like  that  the  onus  be  put  where  it 
properly  belongs,  before  the  public,  should  the 
extremity  arise.  The  correspondence  is  not 
complete  yet,  and  the  Department  will  be  in- 
formed of  the  result  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment. 

I  am,  General,  yours  respectfully, 
S.  D.  LEE, 

Lieutenant-General. 

GENERAL  S.  COOPER, 

A.  and  L  G.,  Richmond,  Va. 

GENERAL  FORREST  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORREST'S  CAVALRY,  ) 
IN  THE  FIELD,  June  14,  1864.       J* 

Major-General  Washburn,  commanding  United 

States  Forces,  Memphis : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  en- 
close copy  of  letter  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Buford,  commanding  United  States 
forces  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  addressed  to  Colonel 
E.  W.  Rucker,  commanding  Sixth  regiment  of 
this  command;  also  a  letter  from  myself  to 
General  Buford,  which  I  respectfully  request 
you  will  read  and  forward  to  him. 
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There  is  a  matter  also  to  which  I  desire  to 
call  your  attention,  which,  until  now,  I  have  not 
thought  proper  to  make  the  subject  of  a  com- 
munication. Recent  events  render  it  neces- 
sary— in  fact,  demand  it. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  all  the  negro 
troops  stationed  in  Memphis  took  an  oath  on 
their  knees,  in  the  presence  of  Major-General 
Hurlbut  and  other  officers  of  your  army,  to 
avenge  Fort  Pillow,  and  that  they  would  show 
my  troops  no  quarter. 

Again,  I  have  it  from  indisputable  authority 
that  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis, 
on  their  recent  march  from  Memphis,  publicly 
and  in  various  places  proclaimed  that  no  quarter 
would  be  shown  my  men.  As  his  troops  were 
moved  into  action  on  the  eleventh,  the  officers 
commanding  exhorted  their  men  to  remember 
Fort  Pillow,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  prisoners 
we  have  captured  from  that  command  have  vol- 
untarily stated  that  they  expected  us  to  murder 
them,  otherwise  they  would  have  surrendered 
in  a  body  rather  than  taken  to  the  bushes  after 
being  run  down  and  exhausted.  The  recent 
battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek  was  far  more  bloody 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  been  but  for  the 
fact  that  your  men  evidently  expected  to  be 
slaughtered  when  captured,  and  both  sides  acted 
as  though  neither  felt  safe  in  surrendering  even 
when  further  resistance  was  useless.  The  pris- 
•  oners  captured  by  us  say  they  felt  condemned 
by  the  announcements,"  etc.,  of  their  own  com- 
manders, and  expected  no  quarter.  In  all  my 
operations  since  the  war  begun,  I  have  con- 
ducted the  war  on  civilized  principles,  and  de- 
sire still  to  do  so,  but  it  is  due  to  my  command 
that  they  should  know  the  position  you  occupy 
and  the  policy  you  intend  to  pursue.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  ask  whether  my  men  in  your 
hands  are  treated  as  other  Confederate  prison- 
ers, also  the  course  intended  to  be  pursued  in 
regard  to  those  who  may  hereafter  fall  into  your 
hands. 

I  have  in  my  possession  quite  a  number  of 
wounded  officers  and  men  of  General  Sturgis' 
command,  all  of  whom  have  been  treated  as 
well  as  we  were  able  to  treat  them,  and  are 
mostly  in  charge  of  a  Surgeon  left  at  Ripley  by 
General  Sturgis  to  look  after  the  wounded. 
Some  of  them  are  too  severely  wounded  to  be 
removed  at  present.  I  am  willing  to  exchange 
them  for  any  men  of  my  command  you  may 
have,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  be  removed 
.will  give  them  safe  escort  through  my  lines  in 
charge  of  the  Surgeon  left  with  them. 

I  made  such  an  arrangement  with  Major-Gen- 
eral  Hurlbut  when  he  was  in  command  of  Mem- 
phis, and  am  willing  to  renew  it,  provided  it  is 
desired,  as  it  would  be  better  than  to  subject 
them  to  the  long  and  fatiguing  delay  necessary 
to  a  regular  exchange  at  City  Point,  Virginia. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General 


GENERAL  WASHBURN  TO  GENERAL  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  TENNESSEE,  \ 
MEMPHIS,  TENN.,  .lune  17, 1864.     J 

Major-General  S.  D.  Lee,  commanding  Confed- 
erate Forces  near  Tupelo,  Miss.  : 

GENERAL:  When  I  heard  that  the  forces  of 
Brigadier-General  Sturgis  had  been  driven  back, 
and  a  portion  of  them  probably  captured,  I  felt 
considerable  solicitude  for  the  fate  of  the  two 
colored  regiments  that  formed  a  part  of  the 
command,  until  I  was  informed  that  the  Con- 
federate forces  were  commanded  by  you.  When 
I  learned  that,  I  became  satisfied  that  no  atroci- 
ties would  be  committed  upon  those  troops,  but 
that  they  would  receive  the  treatment  which 
humanity  as  well  as  their  gallant  conduct  de- 
manded. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  hope  that  I  entertained 
has  been  dispelled  by  facts  which  have  recently 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

From  statements  that  have  been  made  to  me 
by  colored  soldiers  who  were  e}'e-witnesses,  it 
would  seem  that  the  massacre  of  Fort  Pillow 
had  been  reproduced  at  the  late  affair  at  Bryce's 
Cross-roads.  The  detail  of  the  atrocities  there 
committed  I  will  not  trouble  you  with.  If  true, 
and  not  disavowed,  they  must  lead  to  conse- 
quences too  fearful  to  contemplate.  It  is  best 
that  we  should  now  have  a  fair  understanding 
upon  this  question,  of  the  treatment  of  this  class 
of  soldiers.  If  it  is  contemplated  by  the  Con- 
federate government  to  murder  all  colored  troops 
that  may  by  the  chance  of  war  fall  into  their 
hands,  as  was  the  case  at  Fort  Pillow,  it  is  but 
fair  that  it  should  be  freely  and  frankly  avowed. 
Within  the  last  six  weeks  I  have,  on  two  occa- 
sions, sent  colored  troops  into  the  field  from 
this  point.  In  the  expectation  that  the  Con- 
federate government  would  disavow  the  action 
of  their  commanding  General  at  the  Fort  Pillow 
massacre,  I  have  forborne  to  issue  any  instruc- 
tions to  the  colored  troops  as  to  the  course  they 
should  pursue  towards  Confederate  soldiers  that 
might  fall  into  their  hands  ;  but  seeing  no  dis- 
avowal on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment, but,  on  the  contrary,  laudations  from  the 
entire  Southern  press  of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
massacre,  I  may  safely  presume  that  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter  is  to  be  the  fate  of  colored  troops 
that  fall  into  your  hands.  But  I  am  riot  willing 
to  leave  a  matter  of  such  grave  import,  and  in- 
volving consequences  so  fearful,  to  inference, 
and  I  have  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  ad- 
dress you  this,  believing  that  you  would  be 
able  to  indicate  the  policy  that  the  Confederate 
government  intend  to  pursue  hereafter  on  this 
question. 

If  it  is  intended  to  raise  the  black  flag  against 
that  unfortunate  race,  they  will  cheerfully  ac- 
cept the  issue.  Up  to  this  time  no  troops  have 
fought  more  gallantly,  and  none  have  conducted 
themselves  with  greater  propriety.  They  have 
fully  vindicated  their  right  (so  long  denied)  to 
be  treated  as  men. 
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I  hope  that  I  have  been  misinformed  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  they  have  received  at  the 
battle  of  Bryce's  Cross-roads,  and  that  the 
accounts  received  result  rather  from  the  excited 
imaginations  of  the  fugitives  than  from  actual 
fact. 

For  the  government  of  the  colored  troops 
under  my  command,  I  would  thank  you  to  in- 
form me,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  if  it  is 
your  intention,  or  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
federate government,  to  murder  colored  soldiers 
that  may  fall  into  your  hands,  or  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  subject  to  be  exchanged 
as  other  prisoners. 

I  am,  General,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

GENERAL  WASHBURN  TO  GENERAL  FORREST. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OP  WEST  TENNESSEE,  ) 
MEMPHIS,  TENN.,  June  19,  1864.         j 

Major-General  N.  B.  Forrest,  commanding  Con- 
federate Forces : 

GENERAL  :  Your  communication  of  the  four- 
teenth instant  is  received.  The  letter  to  Briga- 
dier-General Buford  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

In  regard  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which 
relates  to  colored  troops,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have 
already  sent  a  communication  on  the  subject  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  Confederate 
forces  at  Tupelo. 

Having  understood  that  Major-General  S.  D. 
Lee  was  in  command  there,  I  directed  my  letter 
to  him — a  copy  of  it  I  enclose.  You  say  in  your 
letter  that  it  has  been  reported  to  you  that  all 
the  negro  troops  stationed  in  Memphis  took  an 
oath  on  their  knees,  in  the  presence  of  Major- 
General  Hurlbut,  and  other  officers  of  our  army, 
to  avenge  Fort  Pillow,  and  that  they  would  show 
your  troops  no  quarter. 

I  believe  it  is  true  that  the  colored  troops  did 
take  such  an  oath,  but  not  in  the  presence  of 
General  Hurlbut.  From  what  I  can  learn,  this 
act  of  theirs  was  not  influenced  by  any  white 
officer,  but  was  the  result  of  their  own  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  themselves  and  their  fellows 
who  had  been  mercilessly  slaughtered. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  they  went  into  the  field, 
as  you  allege,  in  the  full  belief  that  they  would 
be  murdered  in  case  they  fell  into  your  hands. 
The  afi'air  of  Fort  Pillow  fully  justified  that  be- 
lief. I  am  not  aware  as  to  what  they  proclaimed 
on  their  late  march,  and  it  may  be,  as  you  say, 
that  they  declared  that  no  quarter  would  be 
given  to  any  of  your  men  that  might  fall  into 
their  hands. 

Your  declaration  that  you  have  conducted  the 
war,  on  all  occasions,  on  civilized  principles, 
cannot  be  accepted  ;  but  I  receive  with  satisfac- 
tion the  intimation  in  your  letter  that  the  recent 
slaughter  of  colored  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Tishemingo  Creek  resulted  rather  from  the  des- 
peration with  which  they  fought  than  a  prede- 
termined intention  to  give  them  no  quarter. 

You  must  have  learned  by  this  time  that  the 


attempt  to  intimidate  the  colored  troops  by 
indiscriminate  slaughter  has  signally  failed,  and 
that,  instead  of  a  feeling  of  terror,  you  have 
aroused  a  spirit  of  courage  and  desperation  that 
will  not  down  at  your  bidding. 

I  am  left  in  douljt,  by  your  letter,  as  to  the 
course  you  and  the  Confederate  Government  in- 
tend to  pursue  hereafter  in  regard  to  colored 
troops,  and  I  beg  you  to  advise  me,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  as  to  your  intentions. 

If  you  intend  to  treat  such  of  them  as  fall  into 
your  hands  as  prisoners  of  war,  please  so  state  ; 
if  you  do  not  so  intend,  but  contemplate  either 
their  slaughter  or  their  return  to  slavery,  please 
state  that,  so  that  we  may  have  no  misunder- 
standing hereafter.  If  the  former  is  your  inten- 
tion, I  shall  receive  the  announcement  with 
pleasure,  and  shall  explain  the  fact  to  the  colored 
troops  at  once,  and  desire  that  they  recall  the 
oath  they  have  taken ;  if  the  latter  is  the  case, 
then  let  the  oath  stand,  and  upon  those  who 
have  aroused  this  spirit  by  their  atrocities,  and 
upon  the  Government  and  people  who  sanction 
it,  be  the  consequences. 

In  regard  to  your  inquiry  relating  to  prisoners 
of  your  command  in  our  hands,  I  have  to  state 
that  they  have  always  received  the  treatment 
which  a  great  and  humane  Government  extends 
to  its  prisoners.  What  course  will  be  pursued 
hereafter  towards  them  must,  of  course,  depend 
on  circumstances  that  may  arise.  If  your  com- 
mand, hereafter,  does  nothing  which  should 
properly  exclude  them  from  being  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  will  be  so  treated. 

I  thank  you  for  your  offer  to  exchange  wound- 
ed officers  and  men  in  your  hands.  If  you  will 
send  them  in,  I  will  exchange  man  for  man,  so 
far  as  I  have  the  ability  to  do  so. 

Before  closing  this  letter,  I  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  one  case  of  unparalleled  outrage  and 
murder  that  has  been  brought  to  my  notice,  and 
in  regard  to  which  the  evidence  is  overwhelm- 

~- 

Among  the  prisoners  captured  at  Fort  Pillow 
was  Major  Bradford,  who  had  charge  of  the 
defence  of  the  fort  after  the  fall  of  Major 
Booth. 

After  being  taken  prisoner,  he  was  started, 
with  other  prisoners  of  war,  in  charge  of  Colonel 
Duckworth,  for  Jackson.  At  Brownsville  they 
rested  over  night.  The  following  morning  two 
companies  were  detailed  by  Colonel  Duckworth 
:o  proceed  to  Jackson  with  the  prisoners. 

After  they  had  started,  and  proceeded  a  very 
short  distance,  five  soldiers  were  recalled  by 
Jolonel  Duckworth,  and  were  conferred  with  by 
him ;  they  then  rejoined  the  column,  and  after 
proceeding  about  five  miles  from  Brownsville 
;he  column  was  halted,  and  Major  Bradford 
aken  about  fifty  yards  from  the  roadside  and 
leliberately  shot  by  the  five  men  who  had  been 
recalled  by  Colonel  Duckworth,  and  his  body 
"eft  unburied  upon  the  ground  where  he  fell. 

He  now  lies  buried  near  the  spot,  and,  if  you 
desire,  you  can  easily  satisfy  yourself  of  the  truth 
of  what  I  assert.  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  you  that 
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this  transaction  hardly  justifies  your  remark, 
that  your  operations  have  been  conducted  on 
civilized  principles;  and  until  you  take  some 
steps  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  this  outrage  to 
justice,  the  world  will  not  fail  to  believe  that 
it  had  your  sanction. 
I  am,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major  -General,  commanding. 
GENERAL  FORREST  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORREST'S  CAVALRY,  ) 
TUPELO,  Juno  20,  1864.         / 

Major-General  G.  G.  Washburn,  commanding 
U.  S.  Forces,  Memphis,  Tenn. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  (per  flag  of  truce)  of  your  letter  of 
the  seventeenth  instant,  addressed  to  Major- 
General  S.  D.  Lee,  or  Officer  commanding  Con- 
federate forces  near  Tupelo.  I  have  forwarded 
it  to  General  Lee,  with  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

I  regard  your  letter  as  discourteous  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  department,  and 
grossly  insulting  to  myself. 

You  seek  by  implied  threats  to  intimidate 
him,  and  assume  the  privilege  of  denouncing  me 
as  a  murderer  and  as  guilty  of  the  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Pillow,  and 
found  your  assertion  upon  the  exparte  testimony 
of  (your  friends)  the  enemies  of  myself  and 
country.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  discussion, 
therefore,  of  any  of  the  questions  involved,  nor 
undertake  any  refutation  of  the  charges  made 
by  you  against  myself;  nevertheless,  as  a  matter 
of  personal  privilege  alone,  I  unhesitatingly  say 
that  they  are  unfounded  and  unwarranted  by 
the  facts.  But  whether  those  charges  are  true 
or  false,  they,  with  the  question  you  ask  as  to 
whether  negro  troops,  when  captured,  will  be 
recognized  and  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  sub- 
ject to  exchange,  etc.,  are  matters  which  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Confed- 
erate States  are  to  decide  and  adjust,  not  their 
subordinate  officers.  I  regard  captured  negroes 
as  I  do  other  captured  property,  and  not  as 
captured  soldiers ;  but  as  to  how  regarded  by 
my  government,  and  the  disposition  which  has 
been  and  will  hereafter  be  made  of  them,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you,  through  the  proper  chan- 
nel, to  the  authorities  at  Richmond.  It  is  not 
the  policy  or  the  interest  of  the  South  to  de- 
stroy the  negro,  on  the  contrary  to  preserve 
and  protect  him,  and  all  who  have  surrendered 
to  us  have  received  kind  and  humane  treatment. 

Since  the  war  began  I  have  captured  many 
thousand  Federal  prisoners,  and  they,  including 
the  survivors  of  the  "  Fort  Pillow  Massacre," 
"  black  and  white,"  are  living  witnesses  of  the 
fact  that,  with  my  knowledge  or  consent,  or  by 
my  order,  not  one  of  them  has  ever  been  in- 
sulted or  in  any  way  maltreated. 

You  speak  of  your  forbearance  in  not  giving 
your  negro  troops  instructions  and  orders  as  to 
the  course  they  should  pursue  in  regard  to 
Confederate  soldiers  that  might  fall  into  their 


(your)  hands,  which  clearly  conveys  to  my  mind 
two  very  distinct  impressions.  The  first  is, 
that  in  not  giving  them  instructions  and  orders 
you  have  left  the  matter  entirely  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  negroes  as  to  how  they  should  dis- 
pose of  prisoners.  Second,  an  implied  threat 
to  give  such  orders  as  will  lead  to  "  conse- 
quences too  fearful "  for  contemplation.  In  con- 
firmation of  the  correctness  of  the  first  impres- 
sion (which  your  language  now  fully  develops), 
I  refer  most  respectfully  to  my  letter  from  the 
battle-field,  Tishemingo  Creek,  and  forwarded 
you  by  flag  of  truce  on  the  fourteenth  instant. 
As  to  the  second  impression,  you  seem  disposed 
to  take  into  .your  own  hands  the  settlements 
which  belong  to,  and  can  only  be  settled  by, 
your  government ;  but  if  you  are  prepared  to 
take  upon  yourself  the  responsibility  of  inau- 
gurating a  system  of  warfare  contrary  to  civil- 
ized usages,  the  onus  as  well  as  the  conse- 
quences will  be  chargeable  to  yourself. 

Deprecating,  as  I  should  do,  such  a  state  of 
affairs ;  determined,  as  I  am,  not  to  be  instru- 
mental in  bringing  it  about ;  feeling  and  know- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  I  have  the  approval  of  my 
government,  my  people,  and  my  conscience  as 
to  the  past,  and  with  the  firm  belief  that  I  will 
be  sustained  by  them  in  my  future  policy,  it  is 
left  with  you  to  determine  what  that  policy 
shall  be,  whether  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  civilized  nations  or  in  violation  of  them. 
I  am,  General,  yours, 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General. 
GENERAL  FORREST  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORREST'S  CAVALRY,     > 
Lv  TUB  FIELD,  June  23, 1864.  / 

Major-General  C.  C.  Washburn,  commanding 
District  of  West  Tennessee,  Memphis,  Tenn.  : 

Your  communication  of  the  nineteenth  inst. 
is  received,  in  which  you  say  "  you  are  left  in 
doubt  as  to  the  course  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment intends  to  pursue  hereafter  in  regard  to 
colored  troops." 

Allow  me  to  say  that  this  is  a  subject  upon 
which  I  did  not  and  do  not  propose  to  enlighten 
you.  It  is  a  matter  to  be  settled  by  our  govern- 
ments through  their  proper  officers,  and  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  them  for  a  solution  of 
your  doubts. 

You  ask  me  to  state  whether  "  I  contemplate 
either  their  slaughter  or  their  return  to  slavery." 
I  answer  that  I  slaughter  no  man  except  in  open 
warfare,  and  that  my  prisoners,  both  white  and 
black,  are  turned  over  to  my  government  to  be 
dealt  with  as  it  may  direct.  My  government 
is  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  as  regards  my 
official  conduct,  and  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand since  I  entered  the  service,  and  if  you 
desire  a  proper  discussion  and  decision,  I  refer 
you  again  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  would  not  have  you  understand,  how- 
ever, that  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  I 
am  indisposed  to  place  at  your  command  and 
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disposal  any  facts  desired,  when  applied  for  in 
a  manner  becoming  an  officer  holding  your  rank 
and  position,  for  it  is  certainly  desirable  to 
every  one  occupying  a  public  position  to  be 
placed  right  before  the  world,  and  there  has 
been  no  time,  since  the  capture  of  Fort  PiUow, 
that  I  would  not  have  furnished  all  the  facts 
connected  with  its  capture,  had  they  been  ap- 
plied for  properly,  but  now  the  matter  rests 
with  the  two  governments.  I  have,  however, 
for  your  information,  enclosed  you  copies  of  the 
official  correspondence  between  the  command- 
ing officers  at  Fort  Pillow  and  myself ;  also 
copies  of  a  statement  of  Captain  Young,  the 
senior  officer  of  that  garrison,  together  with 
(sufficient)  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  affair 
by  my  A.  D.  C.,  Captain  Chas.  W.  Anderson, 
which  I  approve  and  endorse  as  correct. 

As  to  the  death  of  Major  Bradford,  I  knew 
nothing  of  it  until  eight  or  ten  days  after '  it  is 
said  to  have  occurred. 

On  the  thirteenth  (the  day  after  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pillow)  I  went  to  Jackson,  and  the  re- 
port I  had  of  the  affair  was  this :  Major  Brad- 
ford was,  with  other  officers,  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  Colonel  McCulloch,  and  ah1  the 
prisoners  were  in  charge  of  one  of  McCulloch's 
regiments.  Bradford  requested  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  burial  of  his  brother,  which 
was  granted,  he  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to 
return.  Instead  of  returning,  he  changed  his 
clothing  and  started  for  Memphis.  Some  of 
my  men  were  hunting  deserters  and  came  on 
Bradford  just  as  he  had  landed  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Hatchie,  and  arrested  him.  When 
arrested,  he  claimed  to  be  a  Confederate  soldier 
belonging  to  Bragg's  army,  that  he  had  been 
on  furlough,  and  was  then  on  his  way  to  join 
his  command. 

As  he  could  show  no  papers  he  was  believed 
to  be  a  deserter,  and  was  taken  to  Covington, 
and  not  until  he  was  recognized  and  spoken  to 
by  citizens  did  the  guards  know  that  he  was 
Bradford. 

He  was  sent  by  Colonel  Duckworth,  or  taken 
by  him  to  Brownsville. 

All  of  Chalmers'  command  went  from  Browns- 
ville via  La  Grange,  and  as  all  the  other  pris- 
oners had  been  gone  some  time,  and  there  was 
no  chance  for  them  to  catch  up  and  place  Brad- 
ford with  them,  he  was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Duckworth  or  General  Chalmers  to  be  sent 
south  to  me  at  Jackson. 

I  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  eight  or 
ten  days  afterwards  I  heard  that  his  body  was 
found  near  Brownsville.  I  understand  that  he 
attempted  to  escape  and  was  shot.  If  he  was 
improperly  killed,  nothing  would  afford  me 
more  pleasure  than  to  punish  the  perpetrators 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  and  to  show  you 
how  I  regard  such  transactions. 

I  can  refer  you  to  my  demand  upon  Major- 
General  Hurlbut  (no  doubt  upon  file  in  your 
office)  for  the  delivery  to  Confederate  authorities 
of  one  Colonel  Fielding  Hurst  and  others  of  his 
regiment,  who  deliberately  took  out  and  killed 


seven  Confederate  soldiers,  one  of  whom  they 
left  to  die  after  cutting  off  his  tongue,  punching 
out  his  eyes,  splitting  his  mouth  on  each  side 
to  his  ears,  and  cutting  off  his  privates.  I  have 
mentioned  and  given  you  these  facts  in  order 
that  you  may  have  no  further  excuse  or  apology 
for  referring  to  these  matters  in  connection  with 
myself,  and  to  evince  to  you  my  determination 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  avoid  the  responsibility 
of  causing  the  adoption  of  the  policy  which  you 
have  determined  to  press.  In  your  letter  you 
acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  negro  troops  did 
take  an  oath  on  bended  knees  to  show  no  quar- 
ters to  my  men,  and  you  say  further  "you  have 
no  doubt  they  went  to  the  battle-field  expecting 
to  be  slaughtered,"  and  admit,  also,  the  proba- 
bility of  their  having  proclaimed  on  their  march 
that  no  quarters  would  be  shown  us.  Such  being 
the  case,  why  do  you  ask  for  the  disavowal  on 
the  part  of  the  commanding  General  of  this 
department  or  the  government,  in  regard  to  the 
loss  of  life  at  Tishemingo  Creek?  That  your 
troops  expected  to  be  slaughtered,  appears  to 
me,  after  the  oath  they  took,  to  be  a  very 
reasonable  and  natural  expectation.  Yet  you 
who  sent  them  out,  knowing  and  now  admitting 
that  they  had  sworn  to  such  a  policy,  are  com- 
plaining of  atrocities,  and  demanding  acknowl- 
edments  and  disavowals  on  the  part  of  the  very 
men  you  sent  forth  sworn  to  slay  whenever  in 
your  power. 

I  will,  in  all  candor  and  truth,  say  to  you  that 
I  had  only  heard  these  things,  but  did  not 
believe  them ;  indeed,  did  not  attach  'to  them 
the  importance  they  deserved,  nor  did  I  know 
of  the  threatened  vengeance  as  proclaimed  along 
the  line  of  march  until  the  contest  was  over. 
Had  I  and  my  men  known  it,  as  you  admit  it, 
the  battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek  would  have 
been  noted  as  the  bloodiest  battle  of  the  war. 
That  you  sanctioned  this  policy  is  plain,  for 
you  say  now  "  that  if  the  negro  is  treated  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  you  will  receive  with  pleasure 
the  announcement,  and  will  explain  the  facts  to 
your  colored  troops,  and  desire  (not  order)  that 
they  recall  the  oath  ;  but  if  they  are  to  be 
either  slaughtered  or  returned  to  slavery,  let 
the  oath  stand."  Your  rank  forbids  a  doubt  as 
to  the  fact  that  you  and  every  officer  and  man 
of  your  department  is  identified  with  the  policy 
and  responsible  for  it,  and  I  shall  not  permit 
you,  notwithstanding  by  your  studied  language 
in  both  your  communications  you  seek  to  limit 
the  operations  of  your  unholy  scheme,  and  visit 
its  terrible  consequences  alone  upon  that  igno- 
rant, deluded,  but  unfortunate  people,  the 
negroes,  whose  destruction  you  are  planning  in 
order  to  accomplish  ours.  The  negroes  have 
our  sympathy,  and  so  far  as  consistent  with 
safety  will  spare  them  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  are  alone  responsible  for  the  inauguration 
of  a  worse  than  savage  warfare.  Now,  in  con- 
clusion, I  demand  a  plain,  unqualified  answer  to 
two  questions,  and  then  I  have  done  with  fur- 
ther correspondence  with  you  on  this  subject 
This  matter  must  be  settled.  In  battle  and  on 
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the  battle-field  do  you  intend  to  slaughter  my 
men  who  fall  into  your  hands  ?  If  you  do  not 
intend  so  to  do,  will  they  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war  ? 

I  have  over  two  thousand  of  Sturgis'  com- 
mand prisoners,  and  will  hold  every  officer  and 
private  hostage  until  I  receive  your  declarations, 
and  am  satisfied  that  you  carry  out  in  good 
faith  the  answers  you  make,  and  until  I  am 
assured  that  no  Confederate  soldier  has  been 
foully  dealt  with  from  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Tishemingo  Creek  to  this  time.  It  is  not  yet 
too  late  for  you  to  retrace  your  steps  and  arrest 
the  storm. 

Relying  as  I  do  upon  that  Divine  power  which 
in  wisdom  disposes  of  all  things — relying  also 
upon  the  support  and  approval  of  my  govern- 
ment and  countrymen,  and  the  unflinching 
bravery  and  endurance  of  my  troops,  and  with 
a  consciousness  that  I  have  done  nothing  to 
produce,  but  all  in  my  power,  consistent  with 
honor  and  the  personal  safety  of  myself  and  com- 
mand, to  prevent  it,  I  leave  with  you  the  respon- 
sibility of  bringing  about,  to  use  your  own 
language,  "  a  state  of  affairs  too  fearful  for  con- 
templation." I  am,  General, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Major-General. 
OFFICIAL  MEMORANDA. 

CAHABA  HOSPITAL,  CAHABA,  ALABAMA.  ) 
May  11,  1864.  J 

Colonel  H.  C.  Davis  commanding  Post  Cahaba  : 
COLONEL  :  I  herewith  transmit  you,  as  near  as 
my  memory  serves  me,  according  to  promise, 
the  demand  made  by  Major-General  Forrest 
C.  S.  A.,  for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Pillow,  Ten- 
nessee : 

Major  Booth,  commanding  TJ.  S.  Forces,  Fort 

Pillow,  Tennessee: 

I  have  force  sufficient  to  take  your  works  by 
assault.  I  therefore  demand  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  all  your  forces.  Your  heroic  de- 
fence will  entitle  you  to  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war,  but  the  surrender  must  be  unconditional. 
I  await  your  answer.  FORREST, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  DOTTED  STATES  FORCES,  1 
FORT  PILLOW,  TENNESSEE,  April  12,  1864.  J 

Major-General  Forrest,  commanding  Confeder- 
ate Forces  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  demand  for  the  surrender  of 
United  States  forces  under  my  command,  re- 
ceived. I  ask  one  hour  for  consultation  with 
my  officers  and  the  commander  of  gunboat  No. 
7,  at  this  place.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  BOOTH, 
Major,  commanding  U.  S.  Forces. 

Major  L.  F.  Booth,  commanding  United  States 

Forces  : 
I  do  not  demand  the  surrender  of  the  gun- 


boat No.  7.  I  ask  only  for  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Pillow,  with  men  and  munitions  of  war. 
You  have  twenty  minu.tes  for  consideration.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  if  you  do  not  capitu- 
late, I  will  assault  your  works. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FORREST, 

Major-General,  commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  FORCES,  ") 
FOKT  PILLOW,  TENNESSEE,  April  12,  1864.  j" 

Major-General  Forrest,  commanding  Confeder- 
ate Forces : 

GENERAL  :  Your  second  demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  my  forces  is  received.  The  demand 
will  not  be  complied  with. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  BOOTH, 

Major,  commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Fort  Pillow 

Colonel  H.  C.  Davis  ; 

I  give  you  the  above  for  your  own  satisfac- 
tion from  memory.     I  think  it  is  true  in  sub- 
stance.    My  present  condition  would  preclude 
the  idea  of  this  being  an  official  statement. 
I  am  Colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  T.  YOUNG, 

Captain  Company  A,  Twenty -fourth  Missouri  Inf.  Vote. 

CAPTAIN  J.  T.  YOUNG  TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  FORREST. 
CAIIABA,  AT.AKAMA  May  19,  1864. 

Major-General  Forrest,  C.  S.  A. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  request,  made  through  Judge 
P.  T.  Scroggs,  that  I  should  make  a  statement 
of  the  treatment  of  the  Federal  dead  and 
wounded  at  Fort  Pillow,  has  been  made  known 
to  me.  Details  from  Federal  prisoners  were 
made  to  collect  the  dead  and  wounded.  The 
dead  were  buried  by  their  surviving  comrades. 
I  saw  no  ill  treatment  of  their  wounded  on  the 
evening  of  the  battle,  or  next  morning.  My 
friend,  Lieutenant  Learning,  Adjutant  Thirteenth 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  was  left  wounded  in  the  sut- 
ler's store  near  the  fort,  also  a  Lieutenant  Sixth 
U.  S.  Artillery ;  both  were  alive  next  morning 
and  sent  on  board  U.  S.  transport,  among  many 
other  wounded.  Among  the  wounded  were 
some  colored  troops — I  don't  know  how  many. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  T.  YOUNG, 
Captain  Twenty -fourth  Missouri  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — I  have  examined  a  report  said  to  be 
made  by  Captain  Anderson  (of)  A.  D.  C.  to  Major- 
General  Forrest,  appendix  to  General  For- 
rest's report,  in  regard  to  making  disposition  of 
Federal  wounded  left  on  the  field  at  Fort  Pillow, 
and  think  it  is  correct.  I  accompanied  Captain 
Anderson  on  the  day  succeeding  the  battle  to 
Fort  Pillow,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

JOHN  T.  YOUNG, 

Captain  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  volunteers. 
A  true  copy : 

SAMUEL  DONALSON, 

Lieutenant  and  A.  D.  C. 
Official :     HENBT  B.  LEE, 
A.D,  C 
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GENERAL  WASHBDRN  TO  GENERAL  FORREST. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  TENNESSEE,  ) 
MEMPHIS,  TENN.,  July  2, 1864.  / 

Major-General  N.  B.  Forrest,  commanding  Con- 
federate Forces  near  Tupelo : 

GENERAL  :  Your  communications  of  the  twen- 
tieth and  twenty-third  ult.  are  received.  Of  the 
tone  and  temper  of  both  I  do  not  complain. 
The  desperate  fortunes  of  a  bad  cause  excuse 
much  irritation  of  temper,  and  I  pass  it  by. 
Indeed,  I  received  it  as  a  favorable  augury,  and 
as  evidence  that  you  are  not  indifferent  to  the 
opinions  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  regard  to  the  Fort  Pillow  affair,  it  is  use- 
less to  prolong  the  discussion. 

I  shall  forward  your  report  which  you  did  me 
the  favor  to  enclose,  to  my  government,  and  you 
will  receive  the  full  benefit  of  it. 

The  record  is  now  made  up,  and  a  candid 
world  will  judge  of  it.  I  beg  leave  to  send  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Investi- 
gating Committee  from  the  United  States  Con- 
gress on  the  affair.  In  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  Major  Bradford,  I  refer  you  to  the  testimony 
contained  in  that  report,  from  which  you  will 
see  that  he  was  not  attempting  to  escape  when 
shot.  It  will  be  easy  to  bring  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outrage  to  justice  if  you  so  desire. 

I  will  add  to  what  I  have  heretofore  said,  that 
I  have  it  from  responsible  and  truthful  citizens 
of  Brownsville,  that  when  Major  Bradford  was 
started  under  an  escort  from  your  headquarters 
at  Jackson,  General  Chalmers  remarked  that  "  he 
would  never  reach  there." 

You  call  attention,  apparently  as  an  offset  to 
this  affair  of  Major  Bradford,  to  outrages  said 
to  have  been  committed  by  Colonel  Fielding 
Hurst  and  others  of  his  regiment  (Sixth  Tennes- 
see cavalry).  The  outrages,  if  committed  as 
stated  by  you,  are  disgraceful  and  abhorrent  to 
every  brave  and  sensitive  mind. 

On  receiving  your  letter  I  sent  at  once  for 
Colonel  Hurst,  and  read  him  the  extract  pertain- 
ing to  him.  He  indignantly  denies  the  charge 
against  him,  and  until  you  furnish  me  the  names 
of  the  parties  murdered,  and  the  time  when,  and 
the  place  where  the  offence  was  committed,  with 
thje  names  of  witnesses,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  act.  When  you  do  that,  you  may  rest  assured 
that  I  shall  use  every  effort  in  my  power  to  have 
the  parties  accused  tried,  and  if  found  guilty, 
properly  punished. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  colored  soldiers, 
it  is  evidently  useless  to  discuss  the  question 
further. 

Your  attempt  to  shift  from  yourself  upon  me 
the  responsibility  of  the  inauguration  of  a 
"  worse  than  savage  warfare,"  is  too  strained 
and  far-fetched  to  require  any  response.  The 
full  and  cumulative  evidence  contained  in  the 
Congressional  Report  I  here  with  for  ward,  points 
to  you  as  the  person  responsible  for  the  barbar- 
isms already  committed. 

It  was  your  soldiers  who,  at  Fort  Pillow, 
raised  the  black  flag,  and  while  shooting,  bay- 
oneting, and  otherwise  maltreating  the  Federal 


prisoners  in  their  hands,  shouted  to  each  other 
in  the  hearing  of  their  victims  that  it  was  done 
"  by  Forrest's  orders." 

Thus  far  I  cannot  learn  that  you  have  made 
any  disavowal  of  these  barbarities. 

Your  letters  to  me  inform  me  confidently  that 
you  have  always  treated  our  prisoners  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  but  your 
disavowal  of  the  Fort  Pillow  barbarities,  if  you 
intend  to  make  any,  should  be  full,  clear,  explicit, 
and  published  to  "the  world. 

The  United  States  Government  is,  as  it  always 
has  been,  lenient  and  forbearing,  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  late  for  you  to  secure  for  yourself  and 
your  soldiers  a  continuance  of  the  treatment 
due  to  honorable  warriors,  by  a  public  disclaimer 
of  barbarities  already  committed,  and  a  vigorous 
effort  to  punish  the  wretches  who  committed 
them. 

But  I  say  to  you  now,  clearly  and  unequivo- 
cally, that  such  measure  of  treatment  as  you 
mete  out  to  Federal  soldiers  will  be  measured 
to  you  again. 

If  you  give  no  quarter,  you  need  expect 
none.  If  you  observe  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare,  and  treat  our  prisoners  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  war,  your  prisoners  will-  be 
treated  as  they  ever  have  been,  with  kindness. 

If  you  depart  from  these  principles,  you  may 
expect  such  retaliation  as  the  laws  of  war 
justify. 

That  you  may  know  what  the  laws  of  war 
are,  as  understood  by  my  government,  I  beg 
leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  General  Orders  No. 
100  from  the  War  Department  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  Washington,  April  twenty-four, 
1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major-General. 
GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHBURN. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  ALABAMA,  MISSISSIPPI,  AND  \ 
EAST  LOUISIANA,  MERIDIAN,  June  28, 1864.         j 

Major-General  G.  C.  Washburn,  commanding 
Federal  Forces  at  Memphis,  Tennessee  : 

'IENERAL  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
seventeenth  inst,  and  have  also  before  me  the 
reply  of  Major-General  Forrest  thereto.  Though 
that  reply  is  full,  and  is  approved  by  me,  yot  I 
deem  it  proper  to  communicate  with  you  upon 
a  subject  so  seriously  affecting  our  future  con- 
duct and  that  of  the  troops  under  our  respective 
commands. 

Your  communication  is  by  no  means  respect- 
ful to  me,  and  is  by  implication  insulting  to 
Major-General  Forrest.  This,  however,  is  over- 
looked in  consideration  of  the  important  char- 
acter of  its  contents. 

You  assume  as  correct  an  exaggerated  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pillow,  relying  solely  upon  the  evidence 
of  those  who  would  naturally  give  a  distorted 
history  of  the  affair. 

No  demand  for  an  explanation  has  ever  been 
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made  either  by  yourself  or  your  government,  a 
course  which  would  certainly  recommend  itself 
to  every  one  desirous  of  hearing  truth  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  you  seem  to  have  been  perfectly 
willing  to  allow  your  soldiers  to  labor  under 
false  impressions  upon  a  subject  involving  such 
terrible  consequences.  Even  the  formality  of  pa- 
rades and  oaths  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inciting  your  colored  troops  to  the  per- 
petration of  deeds  which,  you  say,  "  will  lead  to 
consequences  too  fearful  to  contemplate." 

As  commanding  officer  of  this  Department  I 
desire  to  make  the  following  statement  concern- 
ing the  capture  of  Fort  Pillow — a  statement  sup- 
ported in  a  great  measure  by  the  evidence  of 
one  of  your  own  officers  captured  at  that  place. 

The  version  given  by  you  and  your  govern- 
ment is  untrue,  and  not  sustained  by  th$  facts 
to  the  extent  that  you  indicate. 

The  garrison  was  summoned  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  its  commanding  officer  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  refusing  to  surrender  after 
having  been  informed  by  General  Forrest  of  his 
ability  to  take  the  fort,  and  of  his  fears  as  to 
what  the  result  would  be  in  case  the  demand 
was  not  complied  with. 

The  assault  was  made  under  a  heavy  fire,  and 
with  considerable  loss  to  the  attacking  party. 

Your  colors  were  never  lowered,  but  retreated 
from  the  fort  to  the  cover  of  the  gunboats,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  constantly  using  them. 

This  was  true,  particularly  of  your  colored 
troops,  who  had  been  firmly  convinced  by  your 
teachings  of  the  certainty  of  their  slaughter  in 
case  of  capture.  Even  under  these  circum- 
stances many  of  your  men — white  and  black — 
were  taken  prisoners. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  history  for  numer- 
ous cases  of  indiscriminate  slaughter,  even  under 
less  aggravated  circumstances. 

It  is  generally  conceded  by  all  military  pre- 
cedents that  where  the  issue  has  been  fairly 
presented,  and  the  ability  displayed,  fearful 
results  are  expected  to  follow  a  refusal  to  sur- 
render. 

The  case  under  consideration  is  almost  an  ex- 
treme one. 

You  had  a  servile  race  armed  against  their 
masters,  and  in  a  country  which  had  been  deso- 
lated by  almost  unprecedented  outrages. 

I  assert  that  our  officers,  with  all  these  cir- 
cumstances against  them,  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood  ;  and,  as  evidence  of  this, 
I  refer  you  to  the  fact  that  both  white  and  col- 
ored prisoners  were  taken,  and  are  now  in  our 
hands. 

As  regards  the  battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek, 
the  statements  of  your  negro  witnesses  are  not 
to  be  relied  on.  In  this  panic  they  acted  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  their  previous 
impressions.  I  do  not  think  many  of  them  were 
killed — they  are  yet  wandering  over  the  coun- 
try, attempting  to  return  to  their  masters. 

With  reference  to  the  status  of  those  captured 
at  Tishemiugo  Creek  and  Fort  Pillow,  I  will  state 
that,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  my  govern- 


ment, they  will  not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of 
war,  but  will  be  retained  and  humanely  treated, 
subject  to  such  future  instructions  as  may  be 
indicated. 

Your  letter  contains  many  implied  threats ; 
these  you  can  of  course  make,  and  you  are  fully 
entitled  to  any  satisfaction  that  you  may  feel 
from  having  made  them. 

It  is  my  intention,  and  that  also  of  my  subor- 
dinates, to  conduct  this  war  upon  civilized  prin- 
ciples, provided  you  permit  us  to  do  so  ;  and  I 
take  this  occasion  to  state  that  we  will  not 
shrink  from  any  responsibilities  that  your  ac- 
tions may  force  upon  us. 

We  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  homes  and  firesides,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  our  national  existence  and  liberty ;  we 
have  counted  the  cost  and  are  prepared  to  go 
to  any  extremes;  and  although  it  is  far  from 
our  wish  to  fight  under  the  "  black  flag,"  still,  if 
you  drive  us  to  it,  we  will  accept  the  issue. 

Your  troops  virtually  fought  under  it  at  the 
battle  of  Tishemingo  Creek,  and  the  prisoners 
taken  there  state  that  they  went  into  battle  with 
the  impression  that  they  were  to  receive  no 
quarter,  and  I  suppose  with  the  determination 
to  give  none. 

I  will  further  remark  that  if  it  is  raised,  so 
far  as  your  soldiers  are  concerned,  there  can  be 
no  distinction,  for  the  unfortunate  people  whom 
you  pretend  to  be  aiding  are  not  considered  en- 
tirely responsible  for  their  acts,  influenced  as 
they  are  by  the  superior  intellect  of  their  white 
brothers. 

I  enclose  for  your  consideration  certain  pa- 
pers touching  the  Fort  Pillow  affair,  which  were 
procured  from  the  writer  after  the  exaggerated 
statements  of  your  press  were  seen. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  LEE, 

Lieutenant-General,  commanding. 

ENCLOSURE  IN  THE  FOREGOING. 

CAHABA,  ALBAMA,  May  16, 1864. 

I  was  one  of  the  bearers  of  the  flag  of  truce, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  authorities,  at 
Fort  Pillow.  A  majority  of  the  officers  of  the 
garrison  doubted  whether  General  Forrest  was 
present,  and  had  the  impression  that  it  was  a 
ruse  to  induce  the  surrender  of  the  fort.  At 
the  second  meeting  of  the  flag  of  truce,  General 
Forrest  announced  himself  as  being  General 
Forrest ;  but  the  officers  who  accompanied  the 
flag,  being  unacquainted  with  the  General, 
doubted  his  word,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
garrison,  at  the  time  of  the  assault,  that  General 
Forrest  was  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort.  The 
commanding  officer  refused  to  surrender.  When 
the  final  assault  was  made,  I  was  captured  at 
my  post,  inside  the  works,  and  have  been  treated 
as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

JOHN  T.  YOUNG, 

Captain,  Twenty -fourth  Missouri  Volunteers. 

F.  W.  UNDERBILL, 

First  Lieutenant  Caralry. 
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GENERAL  WASHBURN  TO  GENERAL  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  TENNESSEE,  1 
MEMPHIS,  TENNESSEE,  July  3,  186*.         J 

Lieutenant- General  S.  D.  Lee,  commanding  De- 
partment Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East 
Louisiana,  C.  S.  A.,  Meridian,  Miss. : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-eighth 
ult ,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  seventeenth  ult.,  is 
received. 

The  discourtesy  which  you  profess  to  dis- 
cover in  my  letter  I  utterly  disclaim.  Having 
already  discussed  at  length,  in  a  correspondence 
with  Major-General  Forrest,  the  Fort  Pillow 
massacre,  as  well  as  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in 
regard  to  colored  troops,  I  do  not  regard  it  nec- 
essary to  say  more  on  those  subjects.  As  you 
state  that  you  fully  approve  of  the  letter  sent 
by  General  Forrest  to  me  in  answer  to  mine  of 
the  seventeenth  ult,  I  am  forced  to  presume 
that  you  fully  approve  of  his  action  at  Fort 
Pillow. 

Your  arguments  in  support  of  that  action 
confirm  such  presumption.  You  state  that  the 
*•  version  given  by  me  and  my  government  is 
not  true,  and  not  sustained  by  the  facts  to  the 
extent  I  indicate."  You  furnish  a  statement  of 
a  certain  Captain  Young,  who  was  captured  at 
Fort  Pillow,  and  is  now  a  prisoner  in  your  hands. 
How  far  the  statement  of  a  prisoner  under  duress 
and  in  the  position  of  Captain  Young  should  go 
to  disprove  the  sworn  testimony  of  the  hundred 
eye-witnesses  who  had  ample  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  knowing,  I  am  willing  that  others 
shall  judge. 

In  relying,  as  you  do,  upon  this  certificate  of 
Captain  Young,  you  confess  that  all  better  re- 
sources are  at  an  end. 

You  are  welcome  to  all  the  relief  that  that 
certificate  is  calculated  to  give  you.  Does  he 
say  that  our  soldiers  were  not  inhumanly  treat- 
ed ?  No.  Does  he  say  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  see  in  case  they  had  been  mistreated  ?  No. 
He  simply  says  that  "  he  saw  no  ill  treatment  of 
their  wounded."  If  he  was  in  a  position  to  see 
and  know  what  took  place,  it  was  easy  for  him 
to  say  so. 

I  yesterday  sent  to  Major-General  Forrest  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  Congressional  Investi- 
gating Committee,  and  I  hope  it  may  fall  into 
your  hands.  You  will  find  there  the  record  of 
inhuman  atrocities,  to  find  a  parallel  for  which 
you  will  search  the  page  of  history  in  vain. 
Men — white  men  and  black  men — were  crucified 
and  burned,  others  were  hunted  by  blood- 
hounds ;  while  others,  in  their  anguish,  were 
made  the  sport  of  men  more  cruel  than  the  dogs 
by  which  they  were  hunted. 

I  have  also  sent  to  my  government  copies  of 
General  Forrest's  reports,  together  with  the  cer- 
tificate of  Captain  Young. 

The  record  in  the  case  is  plainly  made  up, 
and  I  leave  it.  You  justify  and  approve  it,  and 
appeal  to  history  for  precedents. 

As  I  have  said,  history  furnishes  no  parallel. 
True,  there  are  instances  where,  after  a  long 
and  protracted  resistance,  resulting  in  heavy 


loss  to  the  assailing  party,  the  garrison  has  been 
put  to  the  sword,  but  I  know  of  no  such  in- 
stance that  did  not  bring  dishonor  upon  the 
commander  that  ordered  or  suffered  it. 

There  is  no  Englishman  that  would  not  gladly 
forget  Badajos,  nor  a  Frenchman  that  exults 
when  Jaffa  or  the  caves  of  Dahra  and  Shelas  are 
spoken  of.  The  massacre  of  Glencoe,  which 
the  world  has  read  of  with  horror  for  nearly  two 
hundred  years,  pales  into  significance  before  the 
truthful  recital  of  Fort  Pillow. 

The  desperate  defence  of  the  Alamo  was  the 
excuse  for  the  slaughter  of  its  brave  survivors 
after  its  surrender,  yet  that  act  was  received 
with  just  execration,  and  we  are  told  by  the 
historian  that  it  led  more  than  anything  else  to 
the  independence  of  Texas. 

At  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  the  Texans 
rushed  into  action  with  the  war  cry,  "  Remem- 
ber the  Alamo,"  and  carried  all  before  them. 

You  will  seek  in  vain  for  consolation  in  his- 
tory, pursue  the  inquiry  as  far  as  you  may. 

Your  desire  to  shift  the  responsibility  of  the 
Fort  Pillow  massacre,  or  to  find  excuses  for  it, 
is  not  strange.  But  the  responsibility  still  re- 
mains where  it  belongs,  and  there  it  will 
remain. 

In  my  last  letter  to  General  Forrest  I  stated 
that  the  treatment  which  Federal  soldiers  re- 
ceived would  be  their  guide  hereafter,  and  that 
if  you  give  no  quarter  you  need  expect  none. 
If  you  observe  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  I 
shall  rejoice  at  it,  as  no  one  can  regret  more  than 
myself  a  resort  to  such  measures  as  the  laws  of 
war  justify  towards  an  enemy  that  gives  i.o 
quarter. 

Your  remark  that  our  colored  soldiers  "  will 
not  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  will  be 
retained  and  humanely  treated,"  indicating  that 
you  consider  them  as  of  more  worth  and  im- 
portance than  your  own  soldiers  who  are  now 
in  our  hands,  is  certainly  very  complimentary  to 
the  colored  troops,  though  but  a  tardy  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  bravery  and  devotion  as  sol- 
diers ;  but  such  fair  words  can  neither  do  jus- 
tice to  the  colored  soldiers  who  were  butchered 
at  Fort  Pillow  after  they  had  surrendered  to 
their  victors,  nor  relieve  yourself,  General  For- 
rest, and  the  troops  serving  under  you,  from  the 
fearful  responsibility  now  resting  upon  you  for 
those  wanton  and  unparalleled  barbarities. 

I  concur  in  your  remarks  that  if  the  black  flag 
is  once  raised,  there  can  be  no  distinction  so  far 
as  our  soldiers  are  concerned.  No  distinction 
in  this  regard  as  to  color  is  known  to  the  laws 
of  war  ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  out- 
rages we  complain  of  are  felt  by  our  white  sol- 
diers, no  less  than  by  our  black  ones,  as  insults 
to  their  common  banner,  the  flag  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will  close  by  a  reference  to  your  statement 
that  many  of  our  colored  soldiers  "  are  yet  wan- 
dering over  the  country,  attempting  to  return  to 
their  masters."  If  this  remark  is  intended  for  a 
joke,  it  is  acknowledged  as  a  good  one  ;  but,  if 
stated  as  a  fact,  permit  me  to  correct  your  mis- 
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misapprehensions  by  informing  you  that  most 
of  them  have  returned  to  their  respective  com- 
mands, their  search  for  their  late  "  masters"  hav- 
ing proved  bootless ;  and  I  think  I  do  not  exag- 
gerate in  assuring  you  that  there  is  not  a  colored 
soldier  here  who  does  not  prefer  the  fate  of  his 
comrades  at  Fort  Pillow  to  being  returned  to 
his  "  master." 

I  remain,  General, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Major-General. 

CAPTAIN  J.  T.  YOUNG  TO  GENEKAL  WASHBURN. 
MEMPHIS,  TENNESSEE,  September  13th,  1864. 

Major  General  C.   C.  Washburn,  commanding 

District  West  Tennessee: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  in 
regard  to  certain  papers  forwarded  you  by 
Major-General  Forrest,  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate army,  signed  by  me  under  protest, 
whilst  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Cahaba,  Alabama. 
I  would  first  call  your  attention  to  the  manner 
by  which  these  papers  were  procured.  About 
twenty-seventh  April  last,  all  Federal  prisoners 
(except  colored  soldiers)  were  sent  to  Anderson- 
ville  and  Macon,  Georgia,  myself  among  the 
number.  About  ten  days  after  my  arrival  at 
Macon  prison,  a  Confederate  Captain,  with  two 
men  as  guard,  came  to  that  prison  with  an  order 
for  me  to  return  to  Cahaba.  I  appealed  to  the 
officer  in  command  to  know  why  I  was  taken 
from  the  other  officers,  but  received  no  expla- 
nation. Many  of  my  friends  among  the  Federal 
officers  who  had  been  prisoners  longer  than  my- 
self felt  uneasy  at  the  proceedings,  and  advised 
me  to  make  my  escape  going  back,  as  it  was 
likely  a  subject  of  retaliation.  Consequently 
I  felt  considerable  uneasiness  of  mind.  On  return- 
ing to  Cahaba,  being  quite  unwell,  I  was  placed 
in  hospital,  under  guard,  with  still  no  explanation 
from  the  military  authorities.  On  the  day  fol- 
lowing, I  was  informed  by  a  sick  Federal  officer, 
also  in  hospital,  that  he  had  learned  that  I  had 
been  recognized  by  some  Confederate  as  a  de- 
serter from  the  Confederate  army,  and  that  I  was 
to  be  court-martialed  and  shot.  The  colored 
waiters  about  the  hospital  told  me  the  same 
thing,  and  although  I  knew  that  the  muster-rolls 
of  my  country  would  show  that  I  had  been  in 
the  volunteer  service  since  first  May,  1861, 1 
still  felt  uneasy,  having  fresh  in  my  mind  Fort 
Pillow,  and  the  summary  manner  the  Confed- 
erate officers  have  of  disposing  of  men  on 
some  occasions.  With  the  above  impressions 
on  my  mind,  about  three  days  after  my  return 
to  Cahaba  I  was  sent  for  by  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal, and  certain  papers  handed  me,  made  out 
by  General  Forrest  for  my  signature.  Looking 
over  the  papers,  I  found  that  signing  them  would 
be  an  endorsement  of  General  Forrest's  official 
report  of  the  Fort  Pillow  affair.  I  of  course  re- 
turned the  papers,  positively  refusing  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  them.  I  was  sent  for  again 
the  same  day,  with  request  to  sign  other  papers 
of  th«  ^.rna  tendency,  but  modified.  I  again 


refused  to  sign  the  papers,  but  sent  General 
Forrest  a  statement,  that  although  I  considered 
some  of  the  versions  of  the  Fort  Pillow  alfair, 
which  I  had  read  in  their  own  papers,  said  to 
be  copied  from  Federal  papers,  exaggerated, 
I  also  thought  that  his  own  official  report  was 
equally  so  in  some  particulars. 

Here  the  matter  rested  about  one  week, 
when  I  was  sent  for  by  Colonel  H.  C.  Davis, 
commander  of  post  at  Cahaba,  who  informed 
me  that  General  Forrest  had  sent  P.  T.  Scroggs 
to  see  me,  and  have  a  talk  with  me  about  the 
Fort  Pillow  fight.  I  found  the  Judge  very  affa- 
ble and  rather  disposed  to  flatter  me  ;  he  said 
that  General  Forrest  thought  that  I  was  a  gentle- 
man and  a  soldier,  and  that  the  General  had  sent 
him  (the  Judge)  down  to  see  me  and  talk  to  me 
about  the  Fort  Pillow  fight ;  he  then  went  on  to 
tell  over  a  great  many  things  that  were  testi- 
fied to  before  the  Military  Commission,  which  I 
was  perfectly  ignorant  of,  never  having  seen 
the  testimony.  He  then  produced  papers 
which  General  Forrest  wished  me  to  sign.  Up- 
on examination,  I  found  them  about  the  same  as 
those  previously  shown  me,  and  refused  again 
to  sign  them,  but  the  Judge  was  very  importu- 
nate, and  finally  prevailed  on  me  to  sign  the  pa- 
pers you  have  in  your  possession,  pledging  him- 
self that  if  I  wished  it  they  should  only  be  seen 
by  Genera]  Forrest  himself,  that  they  were  not 
intended  to  be  used  by  him  as  testimony,  but 
merely  for  his  own  satisfaction. 

I  hope,  General,  that  these  papers  signed  by 
me,  or  rather  extorted  from  me  while  under  du- 
ress, will  not  be  used  by  my  government  to  my 
disparagement,  for  my  only  wish  is  now,  after 
three  years'  service  and.  over,  to  recruit  my 
health,  which  has  suffered  badly  by  imprison- 
ment, and  go  in  for  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  YOUNG, 

Captain  Company  A,  Twenty-fourth  Missouri,  Infantry. 


Doc.  63. 
THE  BATTLE  OF  IUKA. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  GRANT'S  REPORT.* 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WEST  TENNESSEE,  ) 
JACKSON,  TENN.  ,  October  22,  1862.         ) 

Colonel  J.   G.  Kelton,  A.  A.   G.,   Washington, 
D.  C.: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  battle  of  luka,  and  to  submit 
herewith  such  reports  of  subordinates  as  have 
been  received. 

For  some  ten  days  or  more  before  the  final 
move  of  the  rebel  army  under  General  Price 
eastward  from  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  it 
was  evident  that  an  attack  upon  Corinth  was 
contemplated,  or  some  charige  to  be  made  in  the 
location  of  that  army.  This  caused  great  vigi- 
lance to  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  our  cavalry, 

*  See  Rebellion  Record,  voL  6,  page  480,  Documents. 
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especially  that  to  the  southern  front,  under 
Colonel  Mizner.  The  labor  of  watching,  with 
occasional  skirmishing,  was  most  satisfactorily 
performed,  and  almost  every  move  of  the  enemy 
was  known  as  soon  as  commenced. 

About  the  eleventh  of  September,  Price  left 
the  railroad,  the  infantry  and  artillery  probably 
moving  from  Baldwin,  and  the  cavalry  from  the 
roads  north  of  Baldwin,  towards  Bay  Springs.  At 
the  latter  place  a  halt  of  a  few  days  seems  to 
have  been  made  ;  likely  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting stores  and  reconnoitring  on  the  eastern 
flank.  On  the  thirteenth  of  September  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  made  their  appearance  near  luka, 
and  were  repulsed  by  the  small  garrison  under 
Colonel  Murphy,  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  infan- 
try, still  left  there  to  cover  the  removal  of  stores 
not  yet  brought  into  Corinth.  The  enemy  ap- 
pearing again  in  increased  force  on  the  same 
day,  and  having  cut  the  railroad  and  telegraph 
between  there  and  Burnsville,  Colonel  Murphy 
thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  save  his  forces. 

This  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  commis- 
sary stores  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
which  property  should  have  been  destroyed. 
Price's  whole  force  then  soon  congregated  at 
luka. 

Information  brought  in  by  scouts,  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  was  conflicting.  One 
report  was  that  Price  wanted  to  cross  Beer 
Creek  and  the  Tennessee  River,  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing  Tennessee  and  getting  into  Ken- 
tucky. Another  that  Van  Dorn  was  to  march 
by  way  of  Ripley  and  attack  us  on  the  south- 
west, while  Price  should  move  on  us  from  the 
east  or  north-west.  A  third  that  Price  would 
endeavor  to  cross  the  Tennessee,  and,  if  pursuit 
was  attempted,  Van  Dorn  was  in  readiness  to 
attack  Corinth. 

Having  satisfied  myself  that  Van  Dorn  could 
not  reach  Corinth  under  four  days,  with  an  army 
embracing  all  arms,  I  determined  to  leave  Corinth 
with  a  force  sufficient  to  resist  cavalry,  and  to 
attack  Price  at  luka.  This  I  regarded  as  emi- 
nently my  duty,  let  either  of  the  enemy's  plans 
be  the  correct  solution.  Accordingly,  on  the 
sixteenth,  I  gave  some  general  directions  as  to 
the  plan  of  operations. 

General  Rosecrans  was  to  move  on  the  south 
side  of  the  railroad  to  opposite  luka,  and  attack 
from  that  side  with  all  his  available  force,  after 
leaving  a  sufficient  force  at  Rienzi  and  Ja- 
cinto,  to  prevent  the  surprise  of  Corinth  from 
that  direction. 

Major-General  Ord  was  to  move  to  Burnsville, 
and  from  there  take  roads  north  of  the  railroad, 
and  attack  from  that  side.  General  Ord  having 
to  leave  from  his  two  divisions,  already  very 
much  reduced  in  numbers,  from  long-continued 
service  and  the  number  of  battles  they  had  been 
in,  the  garrison  at  Corinth ;  he  alst)  had  one 
regiment  of  infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry 
at  Kossuth,  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  one 
company  of  cavalry  at  Cheuvall,  and  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry  that  moved,  under  Colonel 
Mower,  and  joined  General  Rosecrans'  com- 


mand,reduced  the  number  of  men  of  his  command 
available  to  the  expedition,  to  about  thirty  thou- 
sand. 

I  had  previously  ordered  the  infantry  of  Gen- 
eral Ross'  command  at  Bolivar  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning ; 
had  also  directed  the  concentration  of  cars  at 
Jackson  to  move  these  troops. 

Within  .twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  a 
despatch  left  Corinth  for  those  troops  to  "  come 
on,"  they  had  arrived — three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred in  number.  This,  notwithstanding  the 
locomotive  was  thrown  off  the  track  on  the 
Mississippi  Central  Road,  preventing  the  passage 
of  other  trains  for  several  hours.  This  force  was 
added  to  General  Ord's  command,  making  his 
entire  strength  over  six  thousand  to  take  into 
the  field.  From  this  force  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  one  section  of  artillery  were  taken, 
about  nine  hundred  men,  for  the  garrison  or  rear 
guard,  to  be  held  at  Burns ville.  Not  having 
General  Ord's  report,  these  figures  may  not  be 
accurate.  General  Rosecrans  was  moving  from 
Jacinto  eastward,  with  about  nine  thousand  men, 
making  my  total  force  with  which  to  attack  the 
enemy  about  fifteen  thousand.  This  was  equal 
to  or  greater  than  their  number,  as  I  estimated 
them. 

General  Rosecrans,  at  his  suggestion,  ac- 
quiesced in  by  me,  was  to  move  northward  from 
his  eastern  march  in  two  columns :  one,  under 
Hamilton,  was  to  move  up  the  Fulton  and  East- 
port  road;  the  other,  under  Stanley,  on  the 
Jacinto  road  from  Barnett's. 

On  the  eighteenth  General  Ord's  command 
was  pushed  forward,  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  and  capturing  a  few  prisoners,  taking 
position  within  six  miles  of  luka.  I  expected, 
from  the  following  despatch,  that  General  Rose- 
crans would  be  near  enough  by  the  night  of  the 
eighteenth  to  make  it  safe  for  Ord  to  press  for- 
ward on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  and  bring 
on  an  engagement : 

"September  18,  1862. 

"  GENERAL  GRANT  :  One  of  my  spies,  in  from 
Reardon's,  on  the  Bay  Spring  road,  tells  of  a 
continuous  movement,  since  last  Friday,  offerees 
eastward.  They  say  Van  Dorn  is  to  defend 
Vicksburg,  Breckinridge  to  make  his  way  to 
Kentucky,  Price  to  attack  luka,  or  go  to  Ten- 
nessee. If  Price's  forces  are  at  luka,  the  plan  I 
propose  is,  to  move  up  as  close  as  we  can  to- 
night and  conceal  our  movements ;  Ord  to 
advance  from  Burnsville,  commence  the  attack, 
and  draw  their  attention  that  way  while  I  move 
in  on  the  Jacinto  and  Fulton  road,  and  crushing 
in  their  left,  cut  off  their  retreat  eastward. 

"  I  propose  to  leave,  in  ten  minutes,  for  Jacinto, 
whence  I  will  despatch  you  by  line  of  vedettes 
to  Burnsvillo.  Will  wait  a  few  minutes  to  hear 
from  you  before  I  start  What  news  from 
Burnsville  ? 

"  W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-GeneraL" 

To  which  I  sent  the  following  reply  . 


732 


REBELLION    RECORD,    1862-65. 


"  HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WEST  TENNESSEE,  ) 
BURNSVILLE,  Miss.,  September  18, 1862.  / 

"  GENERAL  ROSECRANS  :  General  Ross'  com- 
mand is  at  this  place,  McArthur's  division  is 
north  of  the  road,  two  miles  to  the  rear,  and 
Davis'  division  south  of  the  road,  north.  I  sent 
forward  two  regiments  of  infantry,  with  cavalry, 
by  the  road  north  of  the  railroad  toward  luka, 
with  instructions  for  them  to  bivouac  for  the 
night  at  a  point  which  was  designated,  about 
four  miles  from  here,  if  not  interrupted,  and 
have  the  cavalry  feel  where  the  enemy  are.  Be- 
fore they  reached  the  point  on  the  road  (you 
will  see  it  on  the  map — the  road  north  of  the 
railroad)  they  met  what  was  supposed  to  be 
Armstrong's  cavalry.  The  rebel  cavalry  were 
forced  back,  and  I  sent  instructions  there  to 
have  them  stop  for  the  night  where  they  thought 
they  could  safely  hold. 

"In  the  morning  troops  will  advance  from 
here  at  4^  A.  M.  An  anonymous  despatch,  just 
received,  states  that  Price,  Magruder,  and  Breck- 
inridge  have  a  force  of  sixty  thousand  between 
luka  and  Tupelo.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  the 
understanding  of  citizens,  but  I  very  much 
doubt  this  information  being  correct.  Your 
reconnoissances  prove  that  there  is  but  little 
force  south  of  Corinth  for  a  long  distance,  and 
no  great  force  between  Bay  Spring  and  the  rail- 
road. Make  as  rapid  an  advance  as  you  can, 
and  let  us  do  to-morrow  all  we  can.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  fall  back  the  day  following.  I 
look  upon  the  showing  of  a  cavalry  force  so 
near  us  as  an  indication  of  a  retreat,  and  they  a 
force  to  cover  it. 

«  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General." 

After  midnight  the  following  despatch  was 
received : 

«  HEADQUARTERS  ENCAMPMENT.  1 
September  18,  1862.       j" 

"  GENERAL  :  Tour  despatch  received.  General 
Stanley's  division  arrived  after  dark,  having 
been  detained  by  falling  in  the  rear  of  Ross 
through  fault  of  guide.  Our  cavalry  six  miles 
this  side  of  Barnett's  ;  Hamilton's  First  brigade 
eight,  Second  brigade  nine  miles  this  side ; 
Stanley's  near  Davenport's  Mills.  We  shall 
move  as  early  as  practicable — say  4^  A.  M. 
This  will  give  twenty  miles  march  for  Stanley 
to  luka.  Shall  not,  therefore,  be  in  before  one 
or  two  o'clock,  but  when  we  come  in  will  en- 
deavor to  do  it  strongly. 

"  W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  A." 

Receiving  this  despatch,  as  I  did,  late  at  night, 
and  when  1  supposed  these  troops  were  far  on 
their  way  toward  luka,  and  had  made  my  plans 
accordingly,  caused  some  disappointment,  and 
made  a  change  of  plans  necessary.  I  immedi- 
ately despatched  General  Ord,  giving  him  the 
substance  of  the  above,  and  directions  not  to 
move  on  the  enemy  until  Rosecrans  arrived,  or 
he  should  hear  firing  to  the  south  of  luka.  Of 


this  change  General  Rosecrans  was  promptly 
informed  by  despatch,  sent  with  his  return  mes- 
senger. During  the  day  General  Ord  returned 
to  my  headquarters  at  luka,  and  in  consultation 
we  both  agreed  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
General  Rosecrans  to  get  his  troops  up  in  time 
to  make  an  attack  that  day.  The  General  was 
instructed,  however,  to  move  forward,  driving 
in  the  enemy's  advance  guards,  but  riot  to  bring 
on  an  engagement  unless  he  should  hear  firing. 
At  night  another  despatch  was  received  from 
General  Rosecrans,  dated  from  Barnett's,  about 
eight  miles  from  luka,  written  at  12:40  P.  M., 
stating  that  the  head  of  the  column  had  arrived 
there  at  12  M.  Owing  to  the  density  of  the 
forests,  and  the  difficulties  of  passing  the  small 
streams  and  bottoms,  all  communications  be- 
tween General  Rosecrans  and  myself  had  to 
pass  far  around — near  Jacinto — even  after  he 
had  got  on  the  road  leading  north.  For  this 
reason  his  communication  was  not  received  until 
after  the  engagement.  I  did  not  hear  of  the  en- 
gagement, however,  until  the  next  day^  although 
the  following  despatch  had  been  promptly  for- 
warded : 

"HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI,        ) 
Two  MILES  SOUTH  OF  IUKA,  Sept.  19,  '62,  10}£  P.  M.  j 

"  GENERAL:  We  met  the  enemy  in  just  about 
this  point.  The  engagement  lasted  several 
hours.  We  have  lost  two  or  three  pieces  of 
artillery.  Firing  was  very  heavy.  You  must 
attack  in  the  morning,  and  in  force.  The  ground 
is  horrid — unknown  to  us,  and  no  room  for  de- 
velopment ;  couldn't  use  our  artillery  at  all ; 
fired  but  few  shots.  Push  in  on  to  them  until 
we  can  have  time  to  do  something.  We  will 
try  to  get  a  position  on  our  right  which  will 
take  luka. 

"W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  A." 

This  despatch  was  received  at  8:35  A.  M.,  on 
the  twentieth,  and  the  following  immediately 
sent: 

"  BUBNSVILLE,  Sept.  20, 1862,  8:35  x  M. 

'*  GENERAL  ORD  :  Get  your  troops  up  and  attack 
as  soon  as  possible.  Rosecrans  had  two  hours' 
fighting  last  night,  and  now  this  morning  again, 
and  unless  you  can  create  a  diversion  in  his 
favor  he  may  find  his  hands  full. 

"  Hurry  up  vour  troops — all  possible. 
«  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General." 

The  statement  that  the  engagement  had  com- 
menced again  in  the  morning  was  on  the  strength 
of  hearing  artillery.  General  Ord,  hearing  the 
same,  however,  pushed  on  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, without  awaiting  orders. 

Two  of  my  staff — Colonels  Dickey  and  Logan — 
had  gone  around  to  where  General  Rosecrans 
was,  and  were  with  him  during  the  early  part 
of  the  engagement.  Returning  in  the  dark,  and 
endeavoring  to  cut  off  some  of  the  distance, 
they  became  lost  and  entangled  in  the  woods, 
and  remained  out  over  night,  arriving  at  head- 
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quarters  next  morning  about  the  same  hour  that 
General  Rosecrans'  messenger  arrived.  For  the 
particular  troops  engaged,  and  the  part  taken 
by  each  regiment,  I  will  have  to  refer  you  en- 
tirely to  the  accompanying  reports  of  those 
officers  who  were  present. 

Not  occupying  luka  afterward  for  any  length 
of  time,  and  then  not  until  a  force  sufficient  to 
give  protection  for  any  great  distance  arrived 
(the  battle  was  fought  about  two  miles  out), 
I  cannot  accompany  this  with  a  topographical 
map.  I  send,  however,  a  map  showing  all  the 
roads  and  plans  named  in  this  report.  The 
country  between  the  road  travelled  by  General 
Ord's  command,  to  some  distance  south  of  the 
railroad,  is  impassable  for  cavalry,  and  almost 
so  for  infantry.  It  is  impossible  for  artillery  to 
move  southward  to  the  road  travelled  by  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans'  command.  Soon  after  despatch- 
ing General  Ord,  word  was  brought  by  one  of 
my  staff,  Colonel  Hillyer,  that  the  enemy  were 
in  full  retreat.  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
luka  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  left  during 
the  night,  taking  every  thing  with  them  except 
their  wounded  and  the  artillery  taken  by  them 
the  evening  before.  Going  south  by  the  Fulton 
road,  Generals  Stanley  and  Hamilton  were  in 
pursuit. 

This  was  the  first  I  knew  of  the  Fulton 
road ;  with  it  occupied,  no  route  would  have 
been  left  them  except  east,  with  the  difficult 
bottom  of  Bear  Creek  to  cross,  or  north  east, 
with  the  Tennessee  River  in  their  front,  or  to 
conquer  their  way  out.  A  partial  examination 
of  the  country  afterwards  convinced  me,  how- 
ever, that  troops  moving  in  separate  columns  by 
the  route  suggested,  could  not  support  each 
other  until  they  arrived  near  luka.  On  the 
other  hand  an  attempt  to  retreat,  according  to 
the  programme,  would  have  brought  General 
Ord,  with  his  force,  on  the  rear  of  the  retreat- 
ing column. 

For  casualties  and  captures,  see  accompany- 
ing reports. 

The  battle  of  luka  foots  up  as  follows  : 

On  the  sixteenth  of  September  we  commenced 
to  collect  our  strength  to  move  upon  Price,  at 
luka,  in  two  columns ;  the  one  to  the  right  of 
the  railroad,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
(now  Major-General)  W.  S.  Rosecrans ;  the  one 
to  the  left  commanded  by  Major-General  E.  0.  C. 
Ord.  On  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  the  latter 
was  in  position  to  bring  on  an  engagement  in 
one  hour's  march.  The  former,  from  having  a 
greater  distance  to  march,  and  through  the  fault 
of  a  guide,  was  twenty  miles  back.  On  the  nine- 
teenth, by  making  a  rapid  march,  hardy,  well- 
disciplined,  and  tried  troops  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  the  place  to  be  attacked.  Unexpectedly 
the  enemy  took  the  initiative  and  became  the 
attacking  party.  The  ground  chosen  was  such 
that  a  large  force  on  our  side  could  not  be 
brought  into  action  ;  but  the  bravery  and  endur- 
ance of  those  brought  in  was  such  that,  with  the 
skill  and  presence  of  mind  of  the  officer  com- 
manding, they  were  able  to  hold  their  ground 


till  night  closed  the  conflict.  During  the  night 
the  enemy  fled,-  leaving  our  troops  in  possession 
of  the  field,  with  their  dead  to  bury  and  wound- 
ed to  care  for.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  enemy 
to  make  their  way  into  Kentucky,  they  were 
defeated  in  that ;  if  to  hold  their  position  until 
Van  Dorn  could  come  up  on  the  south-west  of 
Corinth,  and  make  a  simultaneous  attack,  they 
were  defeated  in  that.  Our  only  defeat  was  in 
not  capturing  the  entire  army,  or  in  destroying 
it,  as  I  had  hoped  to  do. 

It  was  a  part  of  General  Hamilton's  command 
that  did  the  fighting,  directed  entirely  by  that 
cool  and  deserving  officer.  I  commend  him  to 
the  President  for  acknowledgment  of  his  ser- 
vices. 

During  the  absence  of  these  forces  from  Cor- 
inth, that  post  was  left  in  charge  of  Brigadier- 
General  T.  J.  McKean.  The  southern  front  from 
Jacinto  to  Rienzi  was  under  the  charge  of  Col- 
onel DuBois,  with  a  small  infantry  and  cavalry 
force.  The  service  was  most  satisfactorily  per- 
formed, Colonel  DuBois  showing  great  vigilance 
and  efficiency.  I  was  kept  constantly  advised 
of  the  movements  of  flying  bodies  of  cavalry 
that  were  hovering  in  our  front.  % 

The  wounded,  both  friend  and  enemy,  are 
much  indebted  to  Surgeon  J.  G.  F.  Holbrook, 
Medical  Director,  for  his  untiring  labor  in  or- 
ganizing hospitals  and  providing  for  their  every 
want. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  paying  a 
tribute  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  compris- 
ing* this  command.  Their  conduct  on  the  march 
was  exemplary,  and  ah1  were  eager  to  meet  the 
enemy.  The  possibility  of  defeat  I  do  not  think 
entered  the  mind  of  a  single  individual,  and  I  be- 
lieve this  same  feeling  now  pervades  the  entire 
army  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command. 

1  neglected  to  mention  in  the  proper  connection 
that  to  cover  our  movement  from  Corinth,  and 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  in  another 
direction,  I  ordered  a  movement  from  Bolivar 
towards  Holly  Springs.  This  was  conducted  by 
Brigadier-General  Lauman. 

Before  completing  this  report  the  report  of 
Major-General  Ord  was  received,  and  accompa- 
nies this: 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major-General. 


Doc.  64. 
THE  AFFAIK  AT  VIENNA,  VA. 

GENERAL  SCHENCK'S  STATEMENT. 

In  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
at  Washington,  in  April,  1864,  Mr.  Voorhees 
alluded  to  the  affair  at  Vienna,  which  took  place 
in  June,  1861,  which  called  forth  the  following 
from  General  Schenck : 

"  The  gentleman's  allusion  to  the  achievement 
at  Vienna,  he  now  refuses  to  explain  with  that 
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ingenious  boldness  with  which  he  usually  ex- 
presses himself  upon  ah1  subjects.  It  is  all  idle 
to  pretend  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  sneer 
and  a  slur.  The  same  attack  on  me  was  ventur- 
ed by  one  or  two  other  members  of  this  House, 
but  not  here ;  and  this  is  the  first  time  that 
anybody  has  ever  done  it  in  my  presence,  or 
where  there  was  an  opportunity  to  reply  or 
correct. 

"  I  wish  now,  once  for  all,  to  speak  of  this 
matter  myself ;  and  the  House  will  excuse  the 
egotism  which  the  circumstances  force  upon 
me. 

"  Early  in  the  war,  in  June,  1861,  happening 
to  be  the  first  Brigadier-General  of  volunteers 
ordered  across  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  with 
my  brigade  under  these  orders  to  a  point  where 
I  established  my  camp  on  the  London  and 
Hampshire  Railroad,  south  of  this  city,  and  a 
few  miles  above  Alexandria. 

"  Brigadier-General  Daniel  Tyler,  of  Connecti- 
cut, soon  afterwards  arrived  and  encamped  in 
the  same  neighborhood.  He  was  ordered  a  few 
days  afterwards,  by  our  commanding  General,  to 
proceed  with  a  force  of  four  hundred  men  up 
the  railroad,  in  a  train  of  cars,  and  did  so,  ex- 
tending his  reconnoissance  not  only  to,  but 
some  distance  beyond,  Vienna.  The  next  day, 
or  the  second  day  after,  I  was  directed  to  send, 
by  similar  conveyance,  one  of  my  regiments  up 
the  road  to  go  as  far  as  that  point,  picketing 
the  line  of  road  by  leaving  companies  at  inter- 
vals along  it,  and  afterwards  to  establish  the 
regiment  at  a  crossing  on  the  road  to  Fall's 
Church,  some  seven  miles  below  Vienna.  A 
train  was  sent  to  me  for  that  purpose  from 
Alexandria.  When  the  cars  arrived  at  my  camp 
the  colonel  commanding  the  regiment  (the  First 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry)  which  I  had  detailed 
for  that  service  not  having  returned  from  this 
city,  where  he  was  for  the  day  on  leave  of 
absence,  though  he  subsequently  overtook  us 
on  the  road,  I  took  the  command  of  the  regi- 
ment and  proceeded  on  the  duty. 

"  When  we  slowly  approached  Vienna,  having 
then  still  three  or  perhaps  four  companies  re- 
maining, we  found  a  largely  superior  force  of 
rebels  had  taken  position  at  a  bend  of  the  rail- 
road, who  delivered  their  fire  on  us  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  They  were  brought  there 
probably  from  Centerville,  in  consequence  of 
the  alarm  given  by  the  expedition  of  the  day 
before. 

"  The  enemy's  force  was  subsequently  ascer- 
tained to  consist  of  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  body  of  cavalry,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  that  time  we  had  neither  artillery  nor  cav- 
alry attached  to  our  Union  brigades.  By  the 
rebel  fire,  although  at  first  it  was  believed  and 
was  reported  that  the  loss  was  greater,  the 
casualties  proved  to  be  eight  killed  and  four 
wounded — two  of  them  mortally.  None  of  us 
officers  or  men  had  ever  been  under  fire  before. 
But  I  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  any.  Our  troops  were  ordered  from  the  cars, 
rallied,  formed,  and  afterwards,  the  night  then 


coming  on,  fell  slowly  back,  marching  along  the 
railroad  to  the  point  or  crossing  six  or  seven 
miles  below,  which  we  afterwards  continued  to 
hold.  All  the  wounded  but  one  were  brought 
away.  So  far  as  my  conduct  in  that  matter  is 
concerned,  it  is  not  for  me  to  comment  upon 
it.  

Doc.  65. 

NEW  ENGLAND  SOLDIERS'  RELIEF  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

FINAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  labors  of  this  association,  which  was  or- 
ganized on  the  ninth  of  April,  1862,  in  the  hope 
of  mitigating  the  hardships  of  the  soldier's  lot, 
are  now,  by  the  return  of  peace,  and  the  disso- 
lution of  the  principal  armies  of  the  republic, 
happily  ended.  Having  sent  the  last  wounded 
soldier,  who  needed  our  aid,  rejoicing  on  his 
homeward  way,  and  finally  closed  the  doors  of 
our  hospital,  we  resign  into  the  hands  which 
conferred  them  upon  us,  the  responsible  trusts 
we  have  undertaken  to  discharge,  and  we  re- 
spectfully tender  4to  those,  whose  constant  and 
lavish  charity  has  made  our  labors  efficient,  a 
final  account  of  our  stewardship. 

Where  such  an  infinite  amount  of  service  was 
to  be  done,  we  could  not  expect  to  accomplish 
all  that  we  might  wish  or  that  might  be  de- 
manded of  us  ;  and  if  those  who  have  placed  in 
our  hands  the  means  of  usefulness  shall  be 
satisfied  that  we  have  done  all  that  we  could, 
we  shall  cease  from  our  labors  with  grateful 
hearts,  and  seek  no  other  praise  than  that  which 
springs  from  the  recollection  of  the  incalculable 
good  which  their  generous  bounty  has  enabled 
us  to  do. 

The  first  efforts  of  the  New  England  Soldiers' 
Relief  Association  were  directed  to  meeting  and 
supplying,  if  possible,  the  imperative  need  of  a 
hospital  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  this 
great  metropolis.  They  came  here  crowding 
back  from  the  battle-field  wounded,  sick,  weary, 
suffering.  For  a  time  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  gladly  availed  itself  of  our  facili- 
ties for  this  service.  Then,  benefiting  by  its 
own  experience,  it  so  increased  its  means  of 
usefulness  that  we  were  left  to  other  depart- 
ments of  duty  which  the  Government  could  not 
undertake — such  as  the  care  of  soldiers  dis- 
charged from  service,  often  houseless,  of  sol- 
diers on  furlough,  of  soldiers  passing  to  and  from 
the  war,  and  in  transit  through.  New  York.  In 
addition  we  had  to  provide  hospital  shelter  and 
care  for  wounded  and  sick  men  who  were 
constantly  falling  into  our  hands  when  the  regu- 
lar governmental  channels  of  relief  were  crowd- 
ed and  overworked.  The  work  rapidly  in- 
creased until,  as  our  Association  was  formed 
"  to  aid  and  care  for  all  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers passing  through  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  way  to  and  from  the  war,"  our  efforts  were 
extended  to  soldiers  from  every  State.  We 
have,  therefore,  been  enabled  to  give  shelter, 
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comfort,  and  cheer  to  thousands  of  men.  This 
labor  has  taxed  our  resources  to  an  extent,  of 
which,  in  the  beginning,  we  did  not  even  dream. 
The  vast  and  novel  experience  of  the  years 
through  which  we  have  just  passed  demanded 
far  more  than  could  be  done  by  the  constituted 
public  authorities.  To  follow  such  armies  as  it 
put  into  the  field,  beyond  the  usual  provision 
for  ordinary  expenses,  or,  at  most,  beyond  the 
most  pressing  need  of  sickness  and  disaster,  was 
not  in  its  power.  The  love  and  sympathy  of 
the  people,  for  wlipm  these  gallant  men  suffered, 
was  left  to  do  the  rest.  To  step  in  between  the 
provision  which  official  authority  could  make, 
and  the  eager  readiness  of  personal  affection,  to 
hand  over  tenderly  the  subject  of  disease  and 
suffering  from  the  one  to  the  other,  to  supply 
the  lack  of  home  and  love  to  those  for  whom  no 
home  and  no  love  waited  and  watched,  was  left 
to  the  considerate  wisdom  and  the  prompt  and 
diligent  kindness  of  .hearts  glowing  with  a  gen- 
erous patriotism  and  Christian  devotion.  To  do 
this  great  work  the  New  England  Soldiers'  Re- 
lief Association  was  organized  in  April,  1862. 
A  suitable  building  was  provided,  and  the  work 
placed  in  trustworthy  hands.  I  am  sure  that  a 
concise  statement  of  the  duties  this  Association 
has  performed,  as  the  almoner  of  their  bounty, 
cannot  be  wearisome  or  uninteresting  to  those 
whose  liberal  and  unsparing  charity  has  fur- 
nished the  means  of  all  its  usefulness. 

From  the  ninth  day  of  April,  1862,  to  the  first 
day  of  September,  1865,  we  have  received,  reg- 
istered, lodged,  fed,  aided,  and  clothed  sick, 
wounded,  and  disabled  soldiers,  coming  from 
almost  every  State,  to  the  number  of  86,073 : 

Maine 11,330 

New  Hampshire 7,216 

Vermont 5,420 

Massachusetts 18,546 

Rhode  Island 2,655 

Connecticut 5,451 

New  York 11,850 

New  Jersey 1,253 

Pennsylvania 5,783 

Delaware 391 

Maryland 285 

District  of  Columbia 334 

Virginia 189 

West  Virginia 18 

North  Carolina 56 

South  Carolina 46 

Georgia 50 

Alabama 19 

Mississippi 625 

Louisiana 65 

Texas 22 

Ohio 2,523 

Indiana. 1,514 

Illinois 1,366 

Michigan 442 

Wisconsin 1,035 

Minnesota 163 

Florida 10 

Iowa..  219 


Kentucky 140 

Tennessee 20 

Arkansas 6 

Missouri 77 

Kansas 5 

California '. 31 

Vet.  Res.  Corps 4,234 

U.  S.  Navy 74 

U.  S.  Troops 2,097 

U.  S.  Colored  Troops 509 

Total 86,073 

We  also  received,  welcomed,  and  entertained 
New  England  regiments  passing  through  our 
city  on  the  way  to  the  field,  caring  and  provid- 
ing for  their  wants  to  the  aggregate  number  of 
278,496  men.  In  like  manner  it  has  been  our 
privilege  to  welcome,  of  the  returning  veterans 
of  our  glorious  armies,  34,383  men,  bearing  upon 
their  standards  the  names  of  those  memorable 
battle-fields  upon  which  they  have  won  such 
immortal  renown. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  made  irrespective 
of  detachments  of  men  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  of  a  very  large  number  of  outside  recipients, 
whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  our  records, 
but  who  have,  from  time  to  time,  received  our 
aid. 

This  does  not  include  the  regiments  which 
have  passed  through  the  city  from  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  the  care,  recep- 
tion, and  entertainment  of  which  has  devolved 
upon  their  energetic  and  able  military  agent, 
Colonel  John  H.  Almy,  whose  entire  time  has 
been  so  industriously  devoted  to  their  interests, 
and  whose  early  arid  constant  co-operation  with 
me  has  been  of  infinite  value'  to  the  associ- 
ation. 

We  beg  leave  to  call  especial  attention  to  our 
Hospital  Record,  the  value  of  which  will  be  evi- 
dent upon  a  moment's  consideration.  Herein  we 
have  secured  and  recorded,  from  personal  visita- 
tions at  the  bedsides  of  our  suffering  soldiers  in 
hospitals  in  and  near  this  city,  the  names,  com- 
pany, regiment,  residence,  hospital,  date  of  admis- 
sion, wound,  disease,  and  final  disposition  of 
every  soldier  who  has  been  admitted  within 
their  wards. 

The  countless  inquiries  that  came  to  us  from 
burdened  hearts,  and  the  eager,  painful,  and 
often  disappointed  search  for  some  single  suf- 
ferer, led  us  to  the  adoption  of  this  complete 
and  systematic  record,  which  has  amply  recom- 
pensed us. 

Of  the  labor  and  care  bestowed  upon  this  por- 
tion of  our  work,  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
from  the  fact  that  it  contains  the  names,  regi- 
ments, company,  residence,  date  of  admission, 
wound  or  disease,  and  final  disposition  of  91,609 
soldiers.  They  were  from  the  following  States : 

Maine 5,123 

New  Hampshire 3,103 

Vermont 2,191 

Massachusetts 8,635 
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Rhode  Island 1,174 

Connecticut 3,920 

New  York 27,233 

New  Jersey 7,300 

Pennsylvania 5,661 

Delaware 143 

Maryland 369 

Virginia 97 

Ohio 5,307 

Indiana 1,247 

Illinois 2,052 

Michigan  2,128 

Wisconsin 1,576 

U.  S.  Troops 3,013 

Vet.  Res.  Corps 1,326 

Pris.  of  War 3,007 

District  of  Columbia 39 

North  Carolina , 35 

South  Carolina 43 

Alabama 29 

Louisiana 18 

Kentucky 157 

Tennessee 35 

Iowa 633 

Minnesota 18 

Florida 4 

Missouri 132 

Georgia 14 

Mississippi 5 

U.  S.  Colored  Troops 1,635 

Signal  Corps. 25 

Miscellaneous..  524 


Total 91,609 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  during  the 
three  years  and  four  months  this  institution  has 
been  in  operation,  it  has  aided,  lodged,  and  gen- 
erally provided  for,  within  its  walls,  besides  the 
numerous  calls  upon  its  resources  for  out-door 
relief,  the  large  number  of  86,073. 

And  it  will  be  seen  by  the  footings  of  the 
"  General  Hospital  Register"  of  this  association, 
that  the  names,  companies,  regiments,  residences, 
disease  or  wound,  and  final  disposition  of  ah1  sol- 
diers who  have  been  admitted  to  hospitals  in 
this  city  and  vicinity,  have  been  permanently 
and  systematically  recorded,  to  the  number  of 
91,609. 

The  number  of  soldiers  and  regiments  re- 
ceived and  cared  for  in  their  passage  to  the  war, 
was  278,496 — viz. :  from  Massachusetts,  155,234 ; 
from  New  Hampshire,  33,258 ;  from  Vermont, 
34,555 ;  from  Maine,  55,449. 

The  number  of  soldiers  received  and  enter- 
tained upon  their  return  from  the  war,  was 
34,383. 

The  total  number  of  sick,  wounded,  enfeebled, 
discharged,  furloughed,  and  passing  soldiers 
aided  and  provided  for,  was  490,661. 

The  gross  amount  of  our  expenditure  during  the 
above  period  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  Marvelle  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  our  ener- 
getic Treasurer,  whose  hearty  and  sympathetic 
action  has  been  so  strongly  enlisted  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  association  and  its  objects. 


Amount  of  expenditures  of  the  New  England 
Soldiers'  Relief  Association  from  April  9th,  1862, 
to  its  close,  September  1st,  1865  (forty-two 
months),  $60,518.29,  being  an  average  per  month 
of  $1,440.91. 

In  this  Connection  it  is  my  duty,  as  well  as  my 
pleasure,  to  acknowledge  the  attention  of  tLo  U. 
S.  Sanitary  Commission  throughout  the  war,  to 
our  interests,  and  their  final  action  in  assuming 
the  debts  of  the  association,  amounting  to  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and 
four  cents  ($7,307.04). 

In  this  rapid  review  of  the  benefits  which 
have  been  secured  by  this  association,  we  find 
that  it  has  been  to  the  passing  soldier  his  "Mid- 
way Home"  to  and  from  the  battle-field,  where 
he  might  tarry  for  a  night,  or  wait  until  trans- 
portation could  be  furnished  ;  to  the  discharged 
veteran,  weary,  maimed,  and  feeble,  a  place  of 
refuge  and  shelter ;  to  the  homeless  soldier  an 
asylum  where  he  has  ever  been  made  welcome 
to  the  charities  it  has  dispensed,  until  proper 
provision  could  be  made  for  him,  or  until  he  has 
been  called  to  that  eternal  rest  which  lies  beyond 
this  battle-field  of  life. 

To  the  anxious  ones  at  home  it  has  been  a 
central  bureau  of  information,  always  open  to 
all  inquiries,  and  a  key  and  military  guide  to  all 
matters  concerning  their  interests. 

To  mention  ah1  to  whom  we  are  specially  in- 
debted for  their  active  sympathy  and  assistance 
in  accomplishing  these  results,  and  to  measure 
out  to  each  his  adequate  portion  of  thanks, 
would  be  altogether  impossible  ;  but,  not  to 
make  any  distinctions,  we  cannot  close  this  Re- 
port without  placing  upon  record  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  an  acknowledgment  of  our 
constant  obligations  to  the  Young  Men's  Night 
Watchers'  Association,  R.  B.  Lockwood,  Esq., 
President,  who  have  maintained,  during  four 
entire  years,  their  most  commendable  organiza- 
tion, and  have  never  permitted  a  night  to  pass 
without  two  of  their  number  watching,  as  faittf- 
ful  nurses,  at  the  bedsides  of  our  brave  defend- 
ers. While  writing  my  report  I  have  received 
the  sad  intelligence  of  the  'death  of  the  former 
estimable  President  of  this  association,  Mr. 
Charles  T.  Coggeshall,  who  has  passed  to  that 
rest  the  pathway  to  which  he  had  done  so  much 
to  smooth  for  many  a  sick  and  weary  soldier  in 
our  rooms.  To  the  benevolent  and  soldiers'  re- 
lief societies,  and  to  town  and  church  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  in  the  Eastern  States  and 
New  York,  our  thanks  are  especially  due.  It  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that  the  limits  prescribed  to 
this  report  render  it  impossible  to  make  that 
detailed  acknowledgment  which  the  tender  char- 
ities and  forethought  of  the  donors  deserve. 
This  stream  of  charity  has  never  ceased  to  flow. 
If  ever  our  supplies  have  fallen  short,  it  has  re- 
quired but  a  whisper  of  our  needs  to  bring  a 
most  substantial  answer.  To  Mrs.  E.  A.  Rus- 
sell, our  Matron,  also,  we  tender,  on  behalf  of 
the  many  thousand  sufiferers  whom  she  has  re- 
lieved, the  fullest  and  warmest  thanks — the  only 
limit  to  whose  labor  has  been  her  prompt  and 
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sympathetic  compliance  with  the  demands  her 
onerous  and  trying  positions  have  imposed.  Dr. 
Everett  Herrick,  too,  deserves  the  special  thanks 
of  all  who  have  been  interested  in  our  labors,  for 
the  unremitting  care  and  marked  skill  which 
he  has  exhibited  in  his  attendance  at  the  hospi- 
tal. To  S.  E.  Low,  Esq.,  our  former  Treasurer, 
whose  protracted  absence  from  the  city  last 
year  made  his  resignation  necessary,  the  asso- 
ciation is  indebted  for  the  ability,  prudence,  and 
systematic  care  with  which  he  so  successfully 
managed  our  financial  concerns,  as  well  as  for 
the  hearty,  zealous,  and  earnest  co-operation 
which  he  gave  to  all  matters  which  appertained 
to  the  interests  of  the  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers. To  the  Reverend  Alex.  R.  Thompson, 
D.  D.,  our  Chaplain,  whose  self-imposed  and  effi- 
cient labors  at  the  altar  of  our  institution,  and 
whose  devoted  ministrations  by  the  bedside  of 
our  sick,  wounded,  and  dying  men,  have  won 
the  love  of  all ;  and  finally,  to  the  Ladies'  Com- 
mittee, whose  untiring  labors  have  been  only  an 
illustration  of  that  self-sacrificing  devotion  to 
the  cause  which  has  so  marked  and  character- 
ized the  women  of  our  country  throughout  the 
war,  we  tender  the  homage  of  our  gratitude 
and  honor.  I  cannot  close  this  portion  of  my 
report  without  acknowledging  in  some  feeble 
manner  the  opportune  aid  and  counsel  at  all 
times  so  courteously  rendered  to  this  associa- 
tion by  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  late  com- 
manding officer  of  this  Department,  in  the  midst 
of  the  multiplied  and  onerous  duties  of  his  po- 
sition. It  is  also  eminently  due  to  Brigadier- 
General  R.  S.  Satterlee,  Medical  Purveyor  of  the 
Department,  that  a  proper  acknowledgment 
should  be  made  for  his  kindly  co-operation  in 
assisting  us  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  our 
soldiers  ;  as  well  as  to  Colonel  W.  J.  Sloan,  Med- 
ical Director,  whose  humane  co-operation  in  all 
matters  appertaining  to  the  interests  of  our 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  was  so  freely  and 
constantly  afforded.  And  finally,  of  Charles  A. 
Stetson,  his  most  estimable  family,  and  the  As- 
tor  House,  I  must  not  forget  to  remind  you,  and 
to  return  our  thanks  for  their  long-continued 
kindness.  The  near  proximity  of  our  rooms  to 
the  Astor,  impelled  us  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  night  to  call  upon  them  for  the  luxuries  and 
delicacies  of  the  market,  and  especiaUy  on  the 
sudden  arrival  of  sick  and  wounded  officers  and 
men,  which  has  been  always  afforded  with  an 
unsparing  hand  and  a  hearty  will,  refusing  to 
receive  in  return  anything  but  our  thanks. 

I  have  said  that  the  labors  of  our  association 
are  now  formally  brought  to  a  close,  but  the 
sacred  duties  of  charity  still  remain.  Amid  the 
rejoicings  which  have  filled  the  national  heart 
at  the  final  success  of  our  arms,  the  restoration 
of  peace,  and  the  eager  return  of  our  people 
to  the  pursuits  of  industry,  we  must  not  forget 
the  claims  of  poverty  and  bereavement  heard 
on  every  hand.  We  cannot  forget  the  soldier's 
widow,  his  fatherless  child,  his  childless  parents, 
nor  the  soldier  himself,  broken  down  and  disa- 
bled in  the  service  of  our  common  cause.  Let 


us  see  to  it  that  the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe 
these  stricken  and  mourning  children  of  the 
Republic  is  fully  paid.  From  beneath  the  simple 
and  unlettered  head-boards  that  stud  the  battle- 
fields of  the  rebellion,  marking  the  resting-places 
of  its  heroic  defenders,  there  comes  an  appeal 
telling  us,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
that  the  work  of  humanity,  so  well  begun  and 
carried  on,  is  not  fully  completed,  until  every 
crippled  and  disabled  soldier  shall  have  been 
adequately  and  tenderly  cared  for,  and  until 
every  helpless  widowed  heart  that  has  laid  its 
dearest  offering  upon  the  altar  of  our  country, 
shall  have  received  such  consolation  and  such 
relief  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  grateful  people 
to  bestow. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  E.  HOWE, 

Superintendent. 

Treasurer's  Report. 

The  concise  and  admirable  report  of  our 
Superintendent,  detailing  the  results  of  the 
operations  of  this  association,  has  prepared  you 
for  the  final  report  of  its  Treasurer. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that 
Mr.  S.  E.  Low,  the  former  Treasurer,  who  labor- 
ed with  so  much  zeal  and  earnestness  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
association,  and  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  the* 
practical  business  ability  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion he  gave  to  all  objects  promotive  of  its  wel- 
fare, was  obliged  to  resign  his  position,  after 
over  three  years'  service,  on  account  of  neces- 
sary absence  from  the  city. 

those  who  have  listened  to  the  simple,  truth- 
ful testimony  which  the  statistics  afford  of  the 
benefit  and  relief  which  the  generous  and  loyal 
offerings  of  our  people  have  enabled  the  associ- 
ation to  dispense  to  our  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  will  join  me  in  surprise  at  the  com- 
parative small  sum  which  it  has  cost  through 
the  economy  and  system  which  has  marked  its 
management. 

On  July  1,  1865,  at  which  time  the 
books  and  accounts  of  the  associa- 
tion were  transferred  to  my  hands, 
there  was  in  bank  a  balance  of $3,969  29 

Donations  from  that  time  to  the  close 
of  the  association 1,350  00 

Amount  advanced  by  Treasurer. . . ;. .      130  06 

$5,449  35 
The  expenditures  for  the  same  period, 
to  wit,  for  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August,  and  September,  have  been 
for  rent,  salaries,  and  current  ex- 
penses  $5,449  35 

Thus  closing  my  account  for  moneys  received. 

This  statement  does  not  include  a  number  of 
long-standing  unpaid  accounts  of  the  associa- 
tion for  rent,  etc.,  etc.,  which  have  been  gener- 
ously assumed  by  the  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission  to  the  amount  of  $7,307  04. 
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In  this  connection  the  fact  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of,  that  the  association  has  been  greatly 
relieved  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  from  the 
location  of  several  military  agencies  at  its  rooms, 
represented  by  Colonel  'Howe,  through  whom 
many  expenditures  have  been  met  in  his  capa- 
city of  Military  Agent,  which  otherwise  would 
have  devolved  upon  the  association  to  pay. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  summary  of  the 
official  connection  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
holding  with  this  association,  without  expressing 
my  deep  convictions  of  the  great  good  that 
has  been  accomplished  in  its  continued  work  of 
love  and  mercy,  of  the  energy,  unremitting  labor, 
and  watchful  sympathy  which  has  characterized 
each  and  every  department,  and  of  the  earnest, 
hearty  direction,  and  consummate  ability  which 
has  marked  its  superintendence. 

Few  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  details 
of  an  association  similarly  established  upon  the 
basis  of  voluntary  offerings  can  imagine  the 
amount  of  unceasing  anxiety  which  its  constant 
demands  beget,  to  meet  and  adequately  provide 
for  the  hundreds  of  cases  of  suffering  and  need 
which  are  confidently  seeking  it  for  relief,  apart 
from  the  labor  and  watchfulness  its  operations 
continually  impose. 

The  bright  record  which  this  association  ex- 
hibits of  its  service  during  the  rebellion,  is  a 
E>per  subject  of  rejoicing  not  only  for   the 
ns  that  have  been  assuaged,  wounds  that 
fQ  been  healed,  sick,  suffering,  and  enfeebled 
that  have  been  ministered  to,  but  as  a  continued 
evidence  of  that  sympathy  and  devotion  to  the 
success  of  the  cause,  and  prompt,  timely  succor 
of  its  defenders,  which  has  characterized  us  as  a 
people. 

M.  W.  COOPEB, 

Treasurer. 

Minutes  of  the  Final  Meeting. 

A  final  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  New 
England  Soldiers'  'Relief  Association  was  held, 
February  12, 1866,  at  57  Broadway,  Room  No. 
12;  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  F.  E.  Howe,  Colonel  J. 
H.  Almy  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern. 

Members  present — Wm.  M.  Evarts,  Samuel  E. 
Low,  Hon.  Rufus  F.  Andrews,  L.  W.  Winches- 
ter, Prosper  M-  Wetmore,  Charles  Gould,  Henry 
M.  Taber,  William  H.  Fogg,  Hon.  B.  W.  Bonney, 
Major  J.  A.  Pullen,  Henry  A.  Coit,  Dr.  Eleazar 
Parmly,  Elliot  C.  Cowdin,  George  Cabot  Ward, 
D.  Randolph  Martin,  William  H.  Lee,  L.  I.  Howe, 
Levi  P.  Morton,  Hon.  Henry  W.  Hubbell,  Charles 
A.  Peabody,  Josiah  Hedden,  Rev.  Alex.  R. 
Thompson,  D.D.,  R.  B.  Lockwood,  Colonel  J.  H. 
Almy. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent,  Colonel 
Frank  E.  Howe,  and  treasurer,  M.  W.  Cooper, 
were  presented,  after  which  remarks  were  made 
by  General  P.  M.  Wetmore,  in  which  he  referred 
to  the  early  history  of  the  association — the 
great  labor  performed  and  beneficent  results. 


He  also  alluded,  in  terms  of  high  eulogium,  to 
the  devoted  labors  of  the  superintendent;  to 
his  disinterested  love  and  zeal,  which  had  won 
the  admiration  of  all ;  and  closed  by  offering 
the  following  resolution,  passed  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
and  high  appreciation  of  this  association  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Colonel  Frank 
E.  Howe,  for  his  patriotic  and  humane  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  the  soldiers,  .who,  disabled 
and  suffering,  were  the  recipients  of  his  thought- 
ful kindness  and  care. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  R,  F.  Andrews,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  able  and  comprehensive 
report  of  the  superintendent  be  accepted  and 
adopted,  and  published  in  the  leading  New 
York  dailies,  including  those  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  and,  also,  that  it  be  printed  in 
pamphlet  form. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Andrews,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  association 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Hon.  Wm. 
M.  Evarts,  president,  for  the  able  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties, 
and  for  the  benefits  which  the  association  has 
received  from  the  influence  of  his  name. 

Mr.  Evarts,  in  thanking  the  meeting  for  the 
honors  done  him,  briefly  referred  to  his  connec- 
tion with  the  association,  and  the  pride  and 
satisfaction  he  had  taken  in  being  so  honorably 
identified  with  its  service.  In  closing,  Mr. 
Evarts  pronounced  the  New  England  Soldiers' 
Relief  Association  dissolved. 

J.  H.  ALMY, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 


Doc.  66. 
OPERATIONS  AT  RAPPAHANNOCK  BRIDGE. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  R.  E.  LEE. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA,  1  • 
November  20, 1863.  j 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 
General,  Richmond,  Virginia : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after 
the  return  of  the  army  to  the  Rappahannock,  it 
was  disposed  on  both  sides  of  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad,  General  Swell's  corps  on 
the  right  and  General  Hill's  on  the  left,  with  the 
cavalry  on  each  flank.  The  troops  were  placed 
as  near  the  river  as  suitable  ground  for  encamp- 
ments could  be  found,  and  most  of  the  artillery 
sent  to  the  nearest  point  in  the  rear  where  the 
animals  could  be  foraged. 

To  hold  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock  at  this 
part  of  its  course,  it  was  deemed  advantageous 
to  maintain  our  communication  with  the  north 
bank,  to  threaten  any  flank  movement  the  enemy 
might  make  above  or  below,  and  thus  compel 
him  to  divide  his  forces,  when  it  was  hoped  that 
an  opportunity  would  be  presented  to  concen- 
trate on  one  or  the  other  part.  For  this  pur- 
pose, a  point  was  selected  a  short  distance 
above  the  site  of  the  railroad  bridge,  where  the 
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hills  on  each  side  of  the  river  afforded  protection 
to  our  pontoon  bridge,  and  increased  the  means 
of  defence. 

The  enemy  had  previously  constructed  some 
small  earthworks  on  these  hills  to  repel  an  at- 
tack from  the  south.  That  on  the  north  side 
was  converted  into  a  tete-de-pont,  and  a  line  of 
rifle-trenches  extended  along  the  crest  on  the 
right  and  left  to  the  river  bank.  The  works  on 
the  south  side  were  remodelled,  and  sunken 
batteries  for  additional  guns  constructed  on  an 
adjacent  hill  to  the  left.  Higher  up  on  the  same 
side  and  east  of  the  railroad,  near  the  river 
bank,  sunken  batteries  for  two  guns,  and  rifle- 
pits  were  arranged  to  command  the  railroad  em- 
bankment, under  cover  of  which  the  enemy 
might  advance. 

These  works  were  slight,  but  were  deemed  ade- 
quate to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  they 
•were  intended.  The  pontoon  bridge  was  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  means  of  communication,  as, 
in  the  event  of  the  troops  north  of  the  river  be- 
ing compelled  to  withdraw,  their  crossing  could 
be  covered  by  the  artillery  and  infantry  in  the 
works  on  the  south  side.  Four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  placed  in  the  tete-de-pont  and  eight 
others  in  the  works  opposite. 

The  defence  of  this  position  was  entrusted  to 
Lieutenant-General  Ewell's  corps,  and  the  troops 
of  Johnson's  and  Early's  divisions  guarded  them 
alternately,  Rodes'  division  being  stationed  near 
Kelly's  Ford. 

The  enemy  began  to  rebuild  the  railroad  as 
soon  as  we  withdrew  from  Bristoe  Station, 
his  army  advancing  as  the  work  progressed.  His 
movements  were  regularly  reported  by  our 
scouts,  and  it  was  known  that  he  had  advanced 
from  Warrenton  Junction  a  few  days  before  the 
attack. 

His  approach  towards  the  Rappahannock 
was  announced  on  the  sixth  of  November,  and 
about  noon  next  day  his  infantry  were  discover- 
ed advancing  to  the  bridge,  while  a  large  force 
moved  in  the  direction  of  Kelly's  Ford,  where 
the  first  attack  was  made.  At  the  latter  point 
the  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock commands  that  on  the  south,  and  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  only  for  such  resistance  to 
the  passage  of  the  river  as  would  suffice  to  gain 
time  for  putting  the  troops  in  a  position  selected 
in  rear  of  the  ford,  with  a  view  to  contest  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  after  crossing. 

In  accordance  with  this  intention,  General 
Rodes  had  one  regiment,  the  Second  North  Caro- 
lina, on  picket  along  the  river,  the  greater  part 
of  it  being  at  Kelly's  with  the  Thirtieth  North 
Carolina  in  reserve,  supporting  a  battery.  As 
soon  as  he  perceived  that  the  enemy  was  in 
force,  he  ordered  his  division  to  take  the  posi- 
tion referred  to  in  rear  of  the  ford.  While  it  was 
getting  into  line,  the  enemy's  artillery  opened 
upon  the  Second  North  Carolina,  and  soon  drove 
it  to  shelter,  except  a  few  companies  near  the 
ford,  which  continued  to  fire  from  the  rifle-pits. 
The  Thirtieth  was  advanced  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Second,  but  in  moving  across  the  open 


Around  was  broken  by  the  concentrated  fire  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  arid  took  refuge  behind  some 
buildings  at  the  river,  The  enemy  being  un- 
opposed except  by  the  party  at  the  rifle-pits, 
crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the  ford,  and  cap- 
tured the  troops  defending  it,  together  with  a 
large  number  of  the  Thirtieth  North  Carolina, 
who  refused  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses. 

A  pontoon  bridge  was  then  laid  down,  on 
which  a  large  force  crossed  to  the  south  bank. 
General  Rodes,  in  the  mean  time,  had  placed  his 
division  in  position,  the  resistance  of  the  Second 
North  Carolina  having  delayed  the  enemy  suffi- 
ciently for  this  purpose. 

The  advance  of  the  Thirtieth  does  not  appear 
to  have  contributed  to  the  result,  which,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  was  the  object  of  contesting  the 
passage.  It  was  not  intended  to  attack  the 
enemy  until  he  should  have  advanced  from  the 
river,  where  it  was  hoped  that  by  holding 
in  check  the  force  at  the  bridge,  we  would  be 
able  to  concentrate  upon  the  other.  With  this 
view,  General  Johnson's  division  was  ordered  to 
reinforce  General  Rodes. 

In  the  meantime  a  large  force  was  displayed 
in  our  front  at  the  bridge,  upon  receiving  infor- 
mation of  which  General  A.  P.  Hill  was  ordered 
to  get  his  corps  in  readiness,  and  Anderson's 
division  was  advanced  to  the  river,  on  the  left 
of  thje  railroad.  The  artillery  was  also  ordered 
to  move  to  the  front.  General  Early  put  his 
division  in  motion  towards  the  bridge  and  has- 
tened thither  in  person.  The  enemy's  skir- 
mishers advanced  in  strong  force  with  heavy 
supports,  and  ours  were  slowly  withdrawn  into 
the  trenches. 

Hoke's  brigade  of  Early's  division,  under 
Colonel  Godwin  (General  Hoke  being  absent 
with  one  regiment  on  detached  service),  rein- 
forced General  Hays,  whose  brigade  occupied 
the  north  bank.  No  other  troops  were  sent 
over,  the  two  brigades  mentioned  being  suffi- 
cient to  man  the  works,  and  though  inferior  to 
the  enemy  in  numbers,  the  nature  of  the  posi- 
tion was  such  that  he  could  not  attack  with  a 
front  more  extended  than  our  own.  The  re- 
mainder of  Early's  division  was  placed  in  sup- 
porting distance,  one  regiment  being  stationed 
in  the  rifle-trenches  on  the  south  bank  east  of 
the  railroad.  A  gun  from  the  works  on  the  left 
of  the  road  was  also  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the 
battery  at  this  point,  to  command  the  approach 
by  the  railroad  embankment  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  ad- 
vanced so  near  the  river  that  the  order  was 
countermanded,  the  preparations  already  made 
being  deemed  sufficient.  The  enemy  placed 
three  batteries  on  the  hills,  frc-m  which  our 
skirmishers  had  been  forced  to  retire,  and  main- 
tained an  active  fire  upon  our  position  until 
dark,  doing  no  damage,  however,  so  far  as  has 
been  reported. 

Our  batteries  replied  from  both  sides  of  the 
river,  but  with  so  little  effect  that  the  two  on 
the  south  bank  were  ordered  to  cease  firing. 
Light  skirmishing  took  place  along  the  line. 
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It  was  not  known  whether  this  demonstration 
was  intended  as  a  serious  attack,  or  only  to 
cover  the  movement  of  the  force  that  had 
crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  but  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  and  the  increasing  darkness  induced  the 
belief  that  nothing  would  be  attempted  until 
morning.  It  was  believed  that  our  troops  on 
the  north  side  would  be  able  to  maintain  their 
position  if  attacked,  and  that  in  any  case  they 
could  withdraw,  under  cover  of  the  guns  on 
the  north,  the  location  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
being  beyond  the  reach  of  a  direct  fire  from 
any  position  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

As  soon,  however,  as  it  became  dark  enough 
to  conceal  his  movements,  the  enemy  advanced 
in  overwhelming  numbers  against  our  rifle- 
trenches,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  them  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  reports  of  Generals 
Early  and  Hays. 

It  would  appear  from  these  reports,  and  the 
short  duration  of  the  firing,  that  the  enemy  was 
enabled  to  approach  very  near  the  works  before 
being  seen.  The  valley  in  our  front  aided  in 
concealing  his  advance  from  view,  and  a  strong 
wind  effectually  prevented  any  movement  from 
being  heard.  It  was  essential  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  position  under  these  circumstances, 
that  sharpshooters  should  have  been  thrown 
forward  to  give  early  information  of  his  ap- 
proach, in  order  that  he  might  be  subjected  to 
fire  as  long  as  possible,  but  it  is  not  stated  that 
this  precaution  was  taken.  The  breaking  of 
the  enemy's  first  line  and  the  surrender  of  part 
of  it,  as  described  in  the  reports,  also  contrib- 
uted to  divert  attention  from  the  approach  of 
the  second  and  third,  and  enabled  them  to  press 
into  the  works.  No  information  of  the  attack 
was  received  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
until  too  late  for  the  artillery  there  stationed  to 
aid  in  repelling  it,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  result  would  have  been  affected,  under  the 
circumstances,  by  the  presence  of  a  larger  num- 
ber of  guns.  The  artillery  in  the  works  at  the 
south  end  of  the  bridge  was  relied  upon  to  keep 
it  open  for  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  as  it  could 
sweep  the  crest  of  the  opposite  hiU  at  short 
range.  The  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  fear 
of  injuring  our  own  men  who  had  surrendered, 
prevented  General  Early  from  using  it.  The 
bridge,  however,  seems  to  have  remained  acces- 
able  to  the  troops  on  the  left,  up  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tate,  with  a  few 
men,  crossed  just  before  it  was  fired,  by  order 
of  General  Early. 

The  suggestions  above  mentioned  afford  the 
only  explanation  I  am  able  to  give  of  this  unfor- 
tunate affair,  as  the  courage  and  good  conduct 
of  the  troops  engaged  have  been  too  often  tried 
to  admit  of  question. 

The  loss  of  this  position  made  it  necessary  to 
abandon  the  design  of  attacking  the  force  that 
had  crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford,  and  the  army  was 
withdrawn  to  the  only  tenable  line  between 
Culpepper  Court-house  and  the  Rappahannock, 
where  it  remained  during  the  succeeding  day. 
The  position  not  being  regarded  as  favorable 


it  returned  the  night  following  to  the  south 
side  of  the  Rapidan.  The  loss  of  General  Rodes 
at  Kelly's  Ford  was  five  killed,  fifty-nine 
wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-five 
missing.  General  Early's  loss,  including  that  of 
the  artillery,  was  six  killed,  thirty-nine  wounded, 
and  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine  missing. 
Some  reported  as  missing  were  probably  killed 
or  wounded  and  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  others  failed  to  report  to  their  commands. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  Cox,  of 
the  Second  North  Carolina,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sillars,  of  the  Thirtieth,  the  latter,  it  is 
feared,  mortally. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  Generals 
Rodes  and  Early,  the  latter  enclosing  those  of 
General  Hays  and  Lieutenant>Colonel  Tate,  of 
Hoke's  brigade. 

A  map  of  the  locality  is  also  annexed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL  EWELL. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS,  A.  N   V.,\ 
November  13,  1863.         j 

Colonel  R.  H.  Chilton,  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  re- 
port of  Major-General  Early,  in  reference  to  the 
attack  on  the  tete-de-pont  on  the  Rappahannock, 
near  the  railroad,  on  the  seventh  instant. 

I  received  information  that  the  enemy  was 
moving  on  Kelly's  Ford  in  force,  and  had  turned 
my  whole  attention  to  that  point,  towards  which 
two  divisions  were  moving,  knowing  that  both 
the  General  commanding  and  Major-General 
Early  were  at  the  tete-de-pont,  and  as  I  heard  no 
report  of  artillery  or  other  indications  of  an  at- 
tack, I  did  not  visit  it.  I  had  paid  frequent 
visits  to  the  works  at  the  tete-de-pont,  where 
much  labor  had  been  bestowed. 

I  differ  from  Major-General  Early  as  to  the 
necessity  for  more  artillery,  the  darkness  and 
nature  of  the  ground  making  what  was  there 
of  but  little  use  in  the  final  attack,  and  I  think 
the  same  would  have  been  the  case  had  there 
been  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Lieutenant-General. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  EARLY. 

HEADQUARTERS  EARLY'H  Dmsioif,  1 
November  11,  1863.         / 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  S.  Pendleton,  A.  A.  Gene- 
ral Second  Corps,  A.  _ZV.  Va. : 

COLONEL  :  I  submit  the  f oh1  owing  report  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  storming  of  our  ad- 
vanced work  across  the  Rappahannock,  at  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  and  the  capture  of  a  battery 
and  a  large  portion  of  two  brigades  of  this 
division,  by  the  enemy,  on  the  seventh  instant. 

Having  received,  on  the  fifth,  an  order  to  re- 
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lieve  the  brigade  of  Johnson's  division  which 
was  on  picket  at  Rappahannock  Station,  by  a 
brigade  from  my  division,  on  the  morning  of  the 
sixth,  I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Hays  to  send 
his  brigade  to  the  point  indicated,  at  the  time 
specified,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Penn, 
of  the  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment,  as  the  Gen- 
eral himself  was  then  engaged  on  a  court  of 
inquiry,  at  that  time  sitting.  Colonel  Penn 
accordingly  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  sta- 
tion on  the  morning  of  the  sixth,  and  relieved 
Walker's  brigade  of  Johnson's  division.  My 
camp  was  fully  five  (5)  miles  from  the  point 
picketed,  and  I  received  no  report  from  Colonel 
Penn  on  the  sixth ;  but  on  the  seventh,  a  little 
before  two  P.  M.,  I  received  a  despatch  from  him 
stating  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  him, 
with  infantry  and  cavalry,  in  force.  I  immedi- 
ately sent  a  despatch  by  signal  both  to  General 
Lee  and  Lieutenant-General  Ewell,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect : 

"  FOR  GENERAL  LEE  AND  GENERAL  EWELL  :  Col- 
onel Penn,  commanding  Hays'  brigade,  on  picket 
at  the  bridge,  reports  the  enemy  advancing  on 
him,  with  infantry  and  cavalry,  in  force.  I  shall 
move  down  at  once." 

And  without  awaiting  orders,  I  directed  my 
other  brigades  to  get  ready  as  quick  as  possible, 
and  march  to  the  bridge  as  rapidly  as  they 
could.  The  men  were  engaged  at  the  time  in 
building  and  making  preparations  for  building 
huts,  and  the  consequence  was  it  required  some 
time  to  get  them  together,  though  this  was  done 
with  ah1  the  despatch  practicable. 

I  started  to  the  river  in  advance  of  the  bri- 
gades, and  at  Brandy  Station  received  another 
despatch,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  was  in 
line  of  battle  still  in  his  front,  and  that  a  force 
was  moving  towards  Kelly's  Ford,  with  a  train 
of  wagons  and  ambulances.  I  sent  this  despatch 
to  General  Lee,  by  Mr.  Hairston,  a  volunteer 
Aid,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  my  Adjutant- 
General,  Major  Daniel,  to  meet  General  Eweh1, 
who,  I  was  informed,  was  coming  up  to  Brandy, 
and  communicate  to  him  the  contents  of  the 
despatches  I  had  received,  and  my  movements. 
Before  reaching  the  river  I  was  overtaken  by 
General  Lee,  who  had  not  received  my  despatch 
by  signal,  though  it  reached  General  Ewell. 
General  Lee  and  myself  proceeded  together  to 
"the  river,  where  we  arrived  about,  or  a  little  af- 
ter, three  o'clock.  Crossing  over  myself  to  the 
position  occupied  by  Colonel  Penn,  on  the  north 
of  the  river,  I  ascertained  that  a  heavy  force 
was  in  line  something  like  a  mile  or  more  in 
front,  and  extending  some  distance  both  to  the 
right  and  left. 

This  force,  preceded  by  a  heavy  line  of  skir- 
mishers, was  gradually,  but  slowly,  and  very 
cautiously,  moving  up  towards  our  position. 
Our  skirmishers  were  then  some  distance  out  to 
the  front,  and  on  the  right  and  left,  and  the 
trenches  were  occupied  by  the  remainder  of 
Colonel  Perm's  force,  which,  however,  was  man- 
ifestly too  small  for  the  length  of  the  works. 
Green's  battery  of  four  rifled  guns  occupied 


two  w.orks  on  the  right  of  the  pontoon  bridge, 
one  being  an  enclosed  redoubt  and  the  other 
an  open  work,  consisting  of  a  curtain  with  two 
short  flanks  or  wings. 

The  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  were, 
in  my  judgment,  very  inadequate,  and  not  judi- 
ciously laid  out  or  constructed.  They  consisted 
of  a  rifle-trench  on  the  right  circling  round  to  the 
river;  then  the  enclosed  redoubt  spoken  of, 
which  was  constructed  by  the  enemy  to  be  used 
against  a  force  approaching  on  the  south  side, 
which  had  been  turned,  but  sloped  towards  the 
enemy;  then  there  was  another  short  rifle- 
trench,  then  the  open  work  spoken  of,  the  cur- 
tain and  flanks  of  which  were  pierced  with  four 
embrasures  near  the  angles,  and  with  such  nar- 
row splays  as  to  admit  of  a  very  limited  fire.  It 
had  been  originally  a  lunette,  constructed  by 
our  troops,  and  the  enemy  had  cut  off  the  angle 
and  filled  up  the  ditches,  and  constructed  an 
epaulement,  which  operated  as  a  curtain,  con- 
necting the  two  flanks,  and  was  so  arranged  as 
to  place  guns  in  barbette  on  the  side  opposite 
to  the  river,  and  a  trench  was  made  on  the  side 
next  to  the  river,  which  prevented  guns  from 
being  mounted  in  barbette  on  that  side.  The 
consequence  was  it  was  of  very  little  value,  as 
the  guns  placed  in  the  embrasures  had  very 
limited  range,  leaving  dead  angles  at  some  of 
the  most  important  points.  To  the  left  of  this 
work  a  rifle-trench  extended  some  distance,  run- 
ning down  the  slope  of  the  ridge  next  to  the 
river,  and  extending  through  a  piece  of  woods 
on  the  left  to  the  river  bank.  The  whole  of  this 
rifle-trench  in  front  of  the  bridge,  and  for  some 
distance  to  the  left,  was  in  full  view  of  the  bridge, 
and  in  short  musket  range  of  it,  so  that  the 
enemy,  coming  up  to  the  trench,  could  command 
the  bridge,  and  make  use  of  the  embankment  as 
a  protection.  For  a  good  portion  of  the  rifle- 
trench  on  the  left  it  was  so  far  down  the  slope 
that  the  enemy  might  get  within  very  short 
musket  range  before  he  could  be  seen  by  our 
men  in  the  trenches.  There  was  no  ditch  on  the 
outside  of  the  work.  On  the  right  the  railroad 
embankment  afforded  a  safe  cover  for  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  work,  and  through  this  was  a  passway 
for  a  road,  which  would  enable  a  force  coming 
under  its  cover  to  debouch  suddenly  upon  the 
works  at  a  very  assailable  point,  and  there  had 
been  no  effort  made  to  obstruct  this  passage. 
To  remedy  the  danger  afforded  by  the  cover  of 
the  railroad  embankment,  pits  for  guns  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  had  been  constructed, 
but  they  were  not  occupied.  In  the  rear  of  the 
whole  line  of  the  work  a  dam  made  the  river 
too  deep  for  fording,  and  one  solitary  pontoon 
bridge  afforded  the  only  means  of  communica- 
tion with  the  southern  bank,  and  the  only  ave- 
nue of  escape  in  case  of  disaster.  I  am  thus 
particular  in  describing  the  character  of  these 
works  in  order  that  the  difficulties  under  which 
a  part  of  my  command  labored,  in  the  strait  to 
which  it  was  subsequently  reduced,  may  be  ap- 
preciated. 
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I  had,  myself,  pointed  out  some  of  the  defects 
of  the  works  to  the  Engineers  having  charge  of 
them,  and  I  had  urged  the  necessity  of  having 
another  bridge  further  up  the  stream.  The  fact 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  position  was  susceptible 
of  being  made  very  strong,  but  in  order  to  ena- 
ble a  small  force  to  bold  it  against  a  large  at- 
tacking force  the  works  ought  to  have  been  en- 
tirely enclosed,  and  with  a  deep  ditch  on  the  out- 
side, so  that  an  attacking  column  could  have 
had  its  progress  checked.  But  the  works  were 
so  constructed  as  to  afford  no  obstacle  in  them- 
selves to  an  attacking  enemy,  and  only  furnished 
a  temporary  protection  to  our  troops.  An  at- 
tacking force  could  walk  over  the  rifle  trenches 
without  difficulty,  and  even  the  works  in  which 
the  guns  were  posted  could  be  readily  passed 
over  when  once  reached.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  river  were  two  hills  immediately  in  the  rear 
of  our  works,  one  crowned  with  a  redoubt,  con- 
structed by  the  enemy,  which  had  been  remod- 
eled and  turned  ;  the  other  was  crowned  with 
sunken  pits  for  guns.  In  the  first  I  found  Gra- 
ham's battery,  and  in  the  latter  Dance's  battery, 
both  of  Brown's  battalion.  Besides  these  works, 
were  two  pits  for  guns  in  the  flat  -on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  constructed  for  posting  guns, 
for  the  purpose  of  enfilading  the  east  side  of 
the  railroad  embankment  on  the  north  of  the 
river.  These  pits,  which  were  not  occupied, 
had  attached  to  them  a  short  rifle  trench,  and 
further  to  the  right  was  another  rifle  trench, 
covering  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had  had 
a  pontoon  bridge.  This  presents  the  state  of 
things  as  I  found  them,  and  I  must  here  state 
that  the  defence  of  this  position  had  not  been 
entrusted  to  me.  I  had  merely  been  called  upon 
to  furnish  a  detail  for  picket  duty ;  alternating 
with  both  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps  for 
some  time,  and  latterly  with  Johnson's  only,  I 
hurried  to  the  spot  myself,  and  ordered  my 
command  to  follow,  because  I  regarded  my  bri- 
gade in  danger,  and  I  doubted  not  I  was  but 
anticipating  the  order  which  would  have  been 
given  as  soon  as  the  facts  reached  General  Lee 
and  Lieutenant-General  Ewell. 

I  carried  no  artillery  with  me,  because  none 
was  at  my  disposal.  As  soon  as  I  had  ascer- 
tained the  condition  of  things  in  front  and  in 
the  works,  I  rode  back  across  the  river  to  see  if 
my  other  brigades  were  coming  up,  and  com- 
municated with  General  Lee,  who  had  taken  his 
position  on  the  hill  on  which  Graham's  guns 
were  posted.  Shortly  after  I  reached  this  point 
our  skirmishers  commenced  falling  back,  and 
the  enemy  commenced  advancing  more  rapidly, 
and  I  sent  back  to  hurry  up  my  brigades.  The 
enemy,  having  gotten  possession  of  the  range 
of  hills  in  front  of  our  position,  now  planted 
a  battery  of  artillery  on  a  prominent  point  in 
front  and  opened,  no  artillery  having  been  pre- 
viously displayed  by  him.  The  guns  were  re- 
plied to  by  Dance  and  Graham,  but  with  little  or 
no  effect,  as  the  distance  was  too  great.  The 
enemy's  skirmishers,  in  very  heavy  line,  contin- 
ued to  advance  until  ours  from  the  front  and 


flanks  were  compelled  to  retire  into  the  works, 
and  the  enemy's,  on  the  right,  advanced  to  the 
river  bank,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge. 
About  this  time  General  Lee  ordered  one  of 
Dance's  guns  to  be  sent  to  the  pits  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad,  but,  before  the  order  was  exe- 
cuted, the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  advanced 
so  close  that  General  Lee  countermanded  the 
order,  as  he  thought  the  guns  might  be  disabled 
by  having  the  horses  shot  down.  About  four 
o'clock  General  Hays  arrived  and  took  command 
of  his  brigade  ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  the  ad- 
vance of  my  column,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  Col- 
onel Godwin,  arrived,  and  I  sent  Colonel  God- 
win, with  the  brigade,  across  the  river  to  report 
to  General  Hays,  and  occupy  that  part  of  the 
trenches  which  Hays'  brigade  could  not  occupy. 
This  plan  met  with  the  approval  of  General 
Lee,  and  he  directed  me  to  send  no  more  troops 
across  the  river,  but  retain  the  other  brigades 
on  the  south  side.  I  sent  Gordon's  brigade  to 
occupy  Jamieson's  hill  to  the  right,  and  the  river 
bank  in  front  of  it,  and  formed  Pegram's  brigade 
in  rear,  out  of  range  of  shells,  sending  the  Thir- 
ty-first Virginia  regiment  from  it  to  occupy  the 
rifle-trenches  at  the  gun-pits,  on  the  right  of  the 
railroad.  About  this  time  the  enemy  opened 
another  battery  in  front  of  our  left  on  the  road 
from  the  direction  of  Warrenton,  and  very  short- 
ly afterwards  another  battery  was  opened  on  the 
right  from  the  edge  of  a  woods.  The  fire  from 
these  batteries  crossed  and,  in  a  great  measure, 
enfiladed  our  position,  and  rendered  the  bridge 
quite  unsafe.  The  battery  on  the  hill,  in  front, 
also  continued  to  fire,  and  the  fire  from  all  of 
them  was  continued  until  near  dusk.  The  fire  from 
Dance  and  Graham's  batteries  was  stopped  by 
order  of  General  Lee,  I  believe,  as  it  was  mani- 
festly producing  little  or  no  effect,  and  resulted 
in  a  mere  waste  of  ammunition.  Green's  bat- 
tery, however,  continued  to  fire  as  well  as  it 
could.  During  aU  this  time  the  wind  was  blow- 
ing very  hard  towards  the  enemy,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  hear  the  report  of  the  guns,  even 
at  a  very  short  distance.  I  had  remained  with 
General  Lee  at  his  request,  who,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  afternoon,  had  taken  his  position  on 
the  hill  occupied  by  Dance's  battery.  About 
dark  the  artillery  fire  ceased,  and  some  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  took  place,  which  we  could 
not  well  distinguish.  In  a  short  time,  however, 
some  firing  of  musketry  at  and  in  front  of  the 
rifle-trenches  was  observed  from  the  flashes  of 
the  guns,  it  being  impossible  to  hear  the  report 
by  reason  of  the  wind,  though  the  distance  was 
but  short.  After  this  firing  had  continued  for 
some  minutes  it  slackened  somewhat,  and,  not 
hearing  from  it,  we  were  of  opinion  that  it  was 
from  and  at  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  Gen- 
eral Lee,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  move- 
ment by  the  enemy  on  this  part  of  the  line  was 
intended  merely  as  a  reconnoissance  or  feint, 
and  that  it  was  too  late  for  the  enemy  to  at- 
tempt anything  serious  that  night,  concluded  to 
retire. 

It  was  then  nearly  or  quite  dark,  and  while 
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I  must  confess  that  I  did  feel  considerable 
anxiety  for  the  result  of  a  night  attack,  if  the 
enemy  should  have  the  enterprise  to  make  it, 
yet  the  confident  opinion  expressed  by  the  com- 
manding general  disarmed  my  fears.  The  firing 
at  the  trenches  continued,  and  while  I  was  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  send  off  two  despatches  for 
General  Ewell  left  with  me  by  General  Lee, 
Major  Hale  of  my  staff,  who  had  been  previous- 
ly sent  on  foot  across  the  river  with  messages 
for  General  Hays  and  Colonel  Godwin,  returned 
and  informed  me  that  when  he  left  General  Hays 
the  enemy  was  advancing  against  him,  that  he 
had  then  gone  to  Colonel  Godwin,  and  as  he 
returned  across  the  bridge  he  had  seen  some  of 
Hays'  men,  who  told  him  that  Hays  had  been 
driven  from  the  trenches  ;  but  he  stated  that  he 
did  not  believe  this  statement,  as  he  left  Hays 
and  his  men  in  fine  spirits,  and  I  did  not  believe 
it  myself,  as  the  firing  seen  by  us  did  not  war- 
rant any  supposition.  I,  however,  sent  Major 
Daniel,  of  my  staff,  immediately  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  things,  and  ordered  Pegrarn  to  move  up 
to  the  bridge  with  his  brigade,  and  Dance  and 
Graham  to  man  their  guns.  I  then  started  to- 
wards the  bridge  and  met  Major  Daniel  return- 
ing, with  the  information  that  he  had  just  seen 
General  Hays,  who  had  made  his  escape,  and 
received  from  him  the  information  that  the 
greater  part  of  his  brigade  was  captured,  Hoke's 
brigade  cut  off,  and  the  enemy  in  possession  of 
the  north  end  of  the  bridge.  Pegram's  brigade 
was  hurried  up  and  so  disposed  as  to  prevent 
a  crossing  of  the  bridge,  and  Gordon  was  sent 
for  from  the  right,  and  a  messenger  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Lee.  I  then  went  near  the  river  to  ascer- 
tain if  anything  could  be  done  to  retrieve  the 
disaster,  but  found  it  would  be  a  useless  sacrifice 
of  my  men  to  attempt  to  throw  any  of  them 
across  the  bridge,  as  the  enemy  were  in  line 
just  beyond  the  opposite  end,  and  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  trenches  commanding  it.  I  could 
not  see  the  artillery  by  reason  of  the  darkness, 
and  I  feared  firing  into  my  own  men,  who  were 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Hoke's 
brigade  had  not  at  this  time  been  captured,  as  I 
subsequently  ascertained.  Nor  had  the  Fifth 
and  Seventh  Louisiana  regiments  of  Hays'  bri- 
gade, but  they  were  hopelessly  cut  off  from  the 
bridge,  without  any  means  of  escape  and  with 
no  chance  of  being  reinforced  ;  and  while  mak- 
ing the  preparations  for  defending  the  bridge 
and  preventing  an  increase  of  the  disaster,  I  had 
the  mortification  to  hear  the  final  struggle  of 
these  devoted  men,  and  to  be  made  painfully 
aware  of  their  capture,  without  the  possibility 
of  being  able  to  go, to  their  relief.  I  might  have 
fired  canister  across  the  river,  and,  perhaps, 
done  some  damage  to  the  enemy,  but  the  chances 
were  that  more  damage  would  have  been  done 
to  my  helpless  men,  and  I  felt  that  it  would  have 
been  cruel  and  barbarous  to  have  subjected 
them  to  this  result  for  any  amount  of  damage  I 
could  then  inflict  on  the  enemy.  This  contains 
as  much  of  this  affair  as  I  am  capable  of  describ- 
ing from  actual  observation. 


From  the  reports- of  General  Hays,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tate,  of  Hoke's  brigade,  as  well  as 
from  the  statements  of  other  officers,who  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  make  their  escape,  I  learn  that 
as  soon  as  it  became  dark  enough  to  conceal  his 
movements,  the  enemy  advanced  in  very  heavy 
masses  along  the  whole  line,  his  troops  being  in 
some  two  or  three  lines  preceded  by  a  very 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers,  that  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  repulsed,  many  of  them  surrender- 
ing themselves  prisoners.  But  this  act  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  rush  to  the  front  of 
some  two  or  three  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  heavy  column,  which  had  moved 
down  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  under  cover 
of  the  embankment,  suddenly  debouched  through 
the  passway  (which  has  been  mentioned),  and 
made  a  rush  upon  the  works,  in  which  Green's 
guns  were  posted,  and  carried  them.  At  the 
same  time,  an  effort  made  by  General  Hays  to 
retake  the  guns  was  defeated  by  the  attack  on 
the  rifle-trenches,  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
guns  and  in  front  of  the  bridge.  This  attack, 
though  resisted  to  the  last,  was  successful — the 
enemy  coming  in  such  numbers  as  actually,  by 
mere  brute  force,  to  push  our  men  out  of  the 
trenches.  The  enemy  then  poured  over  the 
trenches,  and  all  further  struggle  was  hopeless, 
as  there  was  no  point  for  our  men  to  fall  back 
upon,  and  the  bridge  was  completely  com- 
manded by  the  enemy.  Our  men,  however, 
continued  to  struggle  until  they  became  com- 
pletely surrounded.  Many  of  them  effected 
their  escape  in  the  confusion — some  by  swim- 
ming the  river,  and  others  by  making  their  way 
to  the  bridge  amidst  the  enemy,  and  passing 
over  under  a  shower  of  balls.  General  Hays 
owes  his  escape  to  the  fact  that  after  he  was 
completely  surrounded,  and  was  a  prisoner,  his 
horse  took  fright  and  ran  off ;  and  as  the  enemy 
commenced  firing  on  him,  he  concluded  to  make 
the  effort  to  escape  across  the  bridge,  where  he 
was  exposed  to  no  more  danger,  as  he  had  to  run 
the  gauntlet  any  way ;  and  he  fortunately  suc- 
ceeded, without  injury. 

Godwin's  position  in  the  trenches  was  to  the 
left  of  the  bridge,  and  the  Fifth  and  Seventh 
Louisiana  regiments  were  to  his  left.  The  loca- 
tion of  the  trenches  here  was  such  as  to  cut  off 
from  Colonel  Godwin  all  view  of  the  columns 
advancing  against  General  Hays.  An  attack  of 
the  enemy  moving  down  the  river,  on  God- 
win's left,  was  repulsed  by  the  Fifty-fourth 
North  Carolina  regiment,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  attack  on  Hays;  and  when  Colonel  God- 
win ascertained  that  Hays  had  been  driven 
from  the  trenches,  he  made  an  effort  to  send  a 
portion  of  his  force  to  the  relief  of  Hays,  but 
this  was  prevented  by  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  immediately  in  his  front.  He  then,  dis- 
covering his  own  situation,  and  that  he  was  cut 
off  from  the  bridge,  threw  a  portion  of  his  line 
across  the  interval  between  the  trenches  and 
the  river,  and  endeavored  to  form  his  men  so  as 
to  cut  his  way  to  the  bridge.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, after  getting  possession  of  the  trenches. 
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formed  successive  lines  across  the  same  inter- 
val, lower  down,  and  moved  up  against  Godwin 
at  the  same  time  moving  up  other  forces  against 
the  trenches,  which  had  to  be  abandoned  by 
our  men.  Godwin's  men,  with  the  Fifth  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  regiments,  were  thus  com 
pletely  surrounded — the  enemy  making  an  arc 
of  a  circle  around  the  front  and  flanks  ;  and  the 
river,  which  is  here  a  deep  pond,  being  in  the 
rear,  Colonel  Godwin's  efforts  to  extricate  his 
command  proved  unavailing,  as  the  enemy  com- 
pletely overwhelmed  him  with  numbers.  He 
continued,  however,  to  struggle,  forming  succes- 
sive lines  as  he  was  pushed  back,  and  did  not, 
for  a  moment,  dream  of  surrendering ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  when  his  men  had  dwindled  to 
sixty  or  seventy,  the  rest  having  been  captured, 
killed,  wounded,  or  lost  in  the  darkness,  and  he 
was  completely  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who 
were,  in  fact,  mixed  up  with  his  men,  some  one 
cried  out  that  Colonel  Godwin's  order  was  for 
them  to  surrender.  He  immediately  called  for 
the  man  who  made  the  declaration,  and  threat- 
ened to  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  could  find  him, 
declaring  his  purpose  to  fight  to  the  last  moment, 
and  calling  upon  his  men  to  stand  by  him.  He 
was  literally  overpowered  bj  mere  force  of 
numbers,  and  was  taken  with  his  arms  in  his 
hands.  These  facts  I  learn  from  Captain  Adams, 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  Hoke's  brigade, 
who  managed  to  make  his  escape,  after  having 
been  captured,  by  slipping  away  from  the  enemy 
and  swimming  the  river  almost  naked.  They 
are  in  accordance  with  the  character  of  Colonel 
Godwin,  and  the  fate  of  this  gallant  officer,  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  a  barbarous  enemy,  is 
most  deeply  to  be  deplored  ;  and  I  most  respect- 
fully, through  the  commanding  General,  call  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  his  case,  and  ask 
that  if  any  special  exchanges  are  made,  he  may 
be  embraced  among  them.  The  Fifth  and  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  regiments  shared  the  fate  of  the 
three  regiments  of  Hoke's  brigade,  which  were 
under  Godwin.  Some  of  all  the  regiments,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  darkness  and  confusion, 
managed  to  escape,  after  they  were  overpowered. 
But  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
flight,  no  giving  back  of  my  men  from  the 
trenches  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  but 
they  maintained  their  position  until  overpowered 
by  numbers  and  mere  brute  force.  This  fact 
was  fully  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  there 
was  no  rush  upon  the  bridge,  and  no  crowd  of 
fugitives  to  be  seen  anywhere ;  but  the  men 
who  did  escape  did  it  quietly,  taking  advantage 
of  such  opportunities  as  were  afforded. 

After  I  was  made  aware  of  the  disaster,  and 
Pegram's  and  Gordon's  brigades  came  up,  steps 
were  taken  to  guard  the  fiver,  and  prevent  a 
crossing  by  the  enemy.     A  regiment  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  south  end  of  the  bridge,  and 
Pegram's  brigade  thrown  in  its  rear,  with  orders  j 
to  defend  the   passage   at  all  hazards.     After 
waiting  for  some  time,  to  give  such  of  our  men 
as  might  be  able  to  do  so  an  opportunity  to  slip  ! 
over  the  bridge,  and  after  it  was  ascertained 


definitely  that  Hoke's  brigade  and  the  Fifth  and 
Seventh  Louisiana  regiments  were  overpowered, 
and  that  the  enemy  had  a  guard  immediately  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  bridge,  it  was  fired  at 
the  south  end  by  my  order,  and  before  we  moved 
back  it  had  burned  so  far  as  to  prevent  all  cross- 
ing over  it.  After  sending  back  Dance's  and 
Graham's  batteries,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
moved  back  at  three  o'clock  next  morning  to  the 
vicinity  of  my  camp. 

My  loss  in  this  affair  was  as  follows : 

Killed,  officers 0 

Killed,  enlisted  men 5 

Wounded,  officers 3 

Wounded,  enlisted  men 32 

Missing,  officers 117 

Missing,  enlisted  men 1,473 


Total 1,630 

Those  reported  killed  are  those  who  were 
certainly  known  to  be  killed,  and  the  wounded 
are  those  who  were  brought  off — some  of  them 
were  wounded  while  escaping.  Among  the 
missing  are  doubtless  a  number  of  killed  and 
wounded.  The  loss  in  Hays'  brigade  was  less 
than  one-half  of  the  men  present  with  the  army, 
and  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  entire  strength 
of  the  brigade.  In  the  regiments  of  Hoke's 
brigade,  to  wit:  the  Sixth,  Fifty-fourth,  and 
Fifty-seventh  North  Carolina  regiments,  the  loss 
was  very  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  men  pres- 
ent with  the  army — about  two-fifths  of  their 
entire  strength,  and  less  than  one-third  of  the 
entire  strength  of  the  brigade. 

Near  three  hundred  of  Hays'  men  present  at 
the  action  made  their  escape,  and  between  one 
hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  Hoke's 
men  escaped. 

The  loss  in  Green's  battery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Moore,  was  as  follows  : 

Killed,  enlisted  men 1 

Wounded,  enlisted  men 0 

Missing,  officers 2 

Missing,  enlisted  men 39 


Total 


42 


Rifle  guns,  with  their  caissons 4 

Horses 45 

Twentjr-eight  enlisted  men  of  this  battery 
escaped.  My  loss  in  small  arms  and  sets  of 
accoutrements  is  something  over  sixteen  hun- 
dred. 

With  the  conduct  of  my  brigade  commanders 
and  their  men,  I  have  no  fault  to  find.  They 
were  not  surprised,  nor  were  they  negligent  in 
any  respect,  that  I  am  aware  of.  they  remained 
at  their  posts,  and  fought  the  enemy  until  over- 
powered.1 They  were  unfortunately  in  a  posi- 
tion untenable,  by  so  small  a  force  as  theirs, 
against  the  large  force  brought  against  them, 
and  there  was  no  means  of  retreat,  by  reason 
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of  the  inadequate  communication,  across  the 
river.  There  was  no  means  of  reinforcing  them 
while  engaged  in  the  struggle,  for  the  same 
reason,  and  there  was  no  opportunity  of  retiring 
and  renewing  the  contest,  because  there  was 
but  a  narrow  slip  of  land  between  the  works 
and  the  river.  I  must,  therefore,  exempt  my 
brigade  commanders  from  all  responsibility  for 
the  disaster  which  befel  their  commands.  I  am 
satisfied  they  made  the  best  struggle  the  nature 
of  the  case  admitted,  and  all  accounts  concur  in 
stating  that  the  men  fought  with  great  coolness 
and  courage,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  loss  of 
the  enemy  must  have  been  very  severe ;  per- 
haps more  than  ours. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  disaster  was  the 
weakness  of  the  position,  owing  to  defective 
engineering,  the  want  of  sufficient  bridges,  the 
want  of  sufficient  artillery  in  suitable  positions 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  consisted  of  two 
army  corps,  under  Sedgwick,  as  since  ascer- 
tained ;  the  attack  of  the  enemy  being  favored 
by  the  darkness  and  the  high  wind.  My  troops 
were  all  that  were  brought  up,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  any  amount  of  infantry  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  could  have  altered  the  result, 
unless  by  its  exhibition  the  enemy  had  been 
deterred  from  making  the  effort.  I  am  conscious 
of  having  done  all  in  my  power  to  defend  the 
position,  but  I  must  candidly  confess  that  I  did 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral, that  the  enemy  did  not  have  enterprise 
enough  to  attempt  any  serious  attack  after  dark, 
as  such  attacks  are  so  foreign  to  his  usual  policy, 
and  I  therefore  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
position  would  be  safe  until  morning,  though  I 
felt  there  would  be  very  great  danger  in  a  night 
attack,  if  vigorously  made.  A  different  esti- 
mate, however,  of  the  enemy's  enterprise  would 
have  had  no  effect,  as  I  had  no  discretion  about 
withdrawing  the  troops,  and,  in  fact,  they  could 
not  have  been  withdrawn  with  safety,  after  the 
enemy  had  gained  their  immediate  front. 

This  is  the  first  disaster  that  has  befallen  this 
division  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command 
it,  and  I  hope  I  may,  therefore,  be  pardoned  for 
referring  to  the  history  of  the  past  campaign, 
in  which  the  division  captured  twenty-seven 
pieces  of  artillery  and  prisoners,  amounting  to 
more  than  o!*ouble  the  amount  of  its  entire  loss 
on  this  latter  occasion.  Those  of  the  guns  of 
the  Louisiana  Guard  battery  captured  on  the 
seventh,  had  been  previously  taken  from  the 
enemy  by  Hays'  brigade  by  actual  assault,  and 
the  other  was  brought  off  from  Sharpsburg  by 
the  men  of  the  battery,  after  the  enemy  had 
been  compelled  to  abandon  it,  by  one  of  the 
brigades  of  this  division,  it  being  the  only  piece 
of  artillery  captured  by  our  troops  at  that  battle. 

Accompanying  this  report  'are  the  reports  of 
Brigadier-General  Hays  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tate,  with  a  statement  from  Captain  Carrington, 
commanding  Jones'  artillery  battalion. 
Respectfully,         J.  A.  EARLY, 

Major-General,  commanding  division. 


ENDORSED. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  COUPS,  ARMY  No.  VA.,  \ 
November  13, 1863.  J 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Brilliant  as  have 
been  the  services  of  this  division  and  its  gal- 
lant commander  during  the  past  campaign,  it  is 
but  justice  to  the  other  troops  engaged,  to  say 
that  the  capture  of  the  artillery  at  Winchester, 
to  which  I  suppose  General  Early  refers,  was 
due  in  great  part  to  the  presence  and  handsome 
conduct  of  Major-General  Johnson  and  his  brave 
division. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Lie  ute  nan  t-General. 
REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  RODES. 


HEADQUARTERS  RODES'  Division,") 


November  13,  1863. 


Lieutenant- Colonel  A.   8.  Pendkton,  A.  A,   O. 
Second  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here- 
with a  report  of  the  recent  operations  of  my 
division  on  the  Rappahannock. 

On  the  seventh,  and  for  some  days  previous 
thereto,  my  division  was  camped  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Mountain  Run,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  in  rear  of  Kelly's  Ford,  which, 
together  with  Wheatley's,  Norman's,  and  Ste- 
phens' Fords,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  division  to 
watch.  About  noon  on  the  seventh,  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  which  had  for  several  days  been  sta-  4 
tioned  in  small  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  was  suddenly  replaced  by  his  infantry, 
and  immediately  his  skirmishers  were  thrown 
forward  to  the  river. 

The  Second  and  Thirtieth  North  Carolina 
regiments,  of  Ramseur's  brigade,  were  on  out- 
post duty  at  the  river.  The  former,  numbering 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  effective 
total,  was  guarding  Wheatley's  Ford,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above,  and  Stephens'  Ford, 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  below  KeUy's  and  Kel- 
ly's Ford  itself.  The  two  first  named  fords  be- 
ing obscure  and  difficult,  the  bulk  of  the  regi- 
ment was  placed  partly  in  rifle-pits  and  partly 
deployed,  so  as  to  command  Kelly's  Ford,  and 
the  site  of  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge,  used  on 
their  former  crossing. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  regiment,  num- 
bering about  five  hundred  men,  was  in  reserve, 
protecting  the  solitary  battery  (Napoleon)  under 
my  command.  The  battery  and  regiment  were 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  in 
the  edge  of  the  nearest  woods  to  the  ford. 

At  Kelly's  Ford  the  bluffs  are  on  the  extreme 
side,  close  to  the  river,  and  encircle  the  ground 
which  my  outpost  force  was  compelled  to  oc- 
cupy. On  our  side,  the  land  for  a  mile  or  more 
from  the  river  bank,  is  cleared  and  slopes  gently 
to  the  river.  It  is  necessary  to  notice  these  facts 
to  account  properly  for  the  losses  of  the  two 
regiments  mentioned. 

Upon  my  arrival  on  the  field  only  five  or  six 
regiments  of  the  enemy's  infantry  were  in  sight. 
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and  one  battery.  Nevertheless,  I  ordered  the 
division  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  in  line  of  j 
battle,  and  the  wagons  to  be  parked.  Very 
soon,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  a  large 
force  was  in  my  front,  and  that  the  enemy  was 
endeavoring  to  affect  a  crossing  at  and  above 
the  ford.  The  division  was  at  once  placed  in 
position  in  the  woods  with  its  left  flank  on  the 
river,  near  Wheatley's  Ford,  its  right  extending 
towards  the  road  from  the  ford  to  Stephens- 
burg  ;  Daniel's  brigade  remaining  on  the  right 
of  this  road  watching  my  right. 

Before  these  dispositions  were  completed  the 
enemy's  batteries,  from  front  and  flanks,  and  his 
infantry  along  the  opposite  bank,  had  driven  all 
of  the  Second  North  Carolina  to  shelter,  except 
three  or  four  companies  stationed  along  the 
river  from  the  ford  to  the  pontoon  site.  These 
companies  had  slight  protection  from  the  mus- 
ketry, but  were  very  much  exposed  to  the  ar- 
tillery fire. 

The  Thirtieth  North  Carolina,  going  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Second,  wras  speedily  broken 
and  demoralized,  under  the  concentrated  artil- 
lery fire  which  swept  the  ground  over  which 
it  had  to  march.  The  battery  of  Napoleons, 
commanded  by  Captain  Massie,  did  its  best,  but 
could  not  hold  its  own  against  the  three  batter- 
ies opposing  it,  and  was  obliged  speedily  to 
cease  firing.  The  men  of  the  Second  North 
Carolina,  who  remained  in  the  rifle-pits  at  the  ford, 
still  kept  up  their  fire,  but  no  opposition  now 
existing  at  any  other  point,  the  enemy  crossed 
in  the  rapids,  just  above  the  ford,  and  speedily 
enveloped  the  remaining  force  at  the  ford,  com- 
pelling it  to  surrender.  After  crossing,  the 
enemy's  force  moved,  as  I  had  expected,  upon 
my  left,  and  continued  to  advance  until  within 
long  range  of  my  skirmishers.  No  advance  be- 
ing made  on  the  Stevensburg  road,  General 
Daniel  was  ordered  to  move  his  brigade  from  the 
right  to  the  left,  where  he  was  placed  in  re- 
serve, and  every  arrangement  was  made  to  give 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  He,  however, 
halted  before  reaching  the  woods,  and  having 
by  this  time  laid  his  pontoons,  continued  to 
cross  his  troops  rapidly,  and  by  the  time  my  ar- 
rangements for  resistance  were  completed,  had 
massed  in  front  of  me  too  great  a  force  to  admit 
of  my  attacking  him  with  any  reasonable  chance 
of  success.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  ex- 
pecting General  Johnston's  division  every  mo- 
ment, I  determined  to  remain  on  the  defensive, 
at  .least  till  its  arrival.  No  further  demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  the  enemy  during  the  night. 
General  Johnston's  division  arriving  some  time 
after  dark,  was  placed  in  continuation  of  my  line 
of  battle  on  the  right,  the  two  divisions  forming 
a  continuous  line  from  the  river  to  Mountain 
Run,  and  in  front  of  my  encampment. 

Receiving  orders  early  in  the  evening  to  do 
BO,  my  division,  as  soon  as  General  Johnston  had 
cleared  the  way,  moved  via  Stevensburg  to 
Pony  Mountain,  where  it  arrived  at  daybreak. 

The  losses  in  the  division  were  as  follows : 


& 

WOUNDED. 

MISSING. 

ES 

1 

Daniel's  brigade           

' 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Ramseur's  brigade  

5 

35 

290 

530 

Battle's  brigade  ...           

2 

15 

17 

* 

3 

2 

5 

* 

309 

359 

The  missing  reported  in  Ramseur's  brigade 
are  confined  to  the  Second  and  Thirtieth  North 
Carolina,  and  include  fourteen  wounded  men  in 
the  hands  of  the  surgeon  not  reported  by  their 
regimental  commanders  as  wounded,  so  that  the 
total  wounded  is  fifty-nine  and  the  missing  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  many  reported  missing  were  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  killed  or  wounded. 
The  Second  North  Carolina,  under  its  gallant  com- 
mander, Lieutenant-Colonel  Stallings,  behaved 
very  handsomely.  The  loss  of  prisoners  in  this 
regiment  resulted  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stall- 
ings  holding  the  regiment  in  position  in  order 
to  save  the  Thirtieth,  which  had  come  to  his  re- 
lief on  his  left,  he  believing  that  it  had  engaged 
the  force  which  crossed  at  the  rapids  above  the 
ford.  The  Thirtieth  did  not  sustain  its  reputa- 
tion. It  arrived  at  the  mills  in  great  confusion, 
and  became  uncontrollable  ;  its  leader.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Sillers,  behaved  gallantly  and  did  his 
duty,  but  many  of  his  men  refused  utterly  to 
leave  the  shelter  of  the  houses  where  he  ordered 
the  regiment  to  fall  back.  All  who  refused  were 
of  course  captured,  and  hence  the  large  number 
of  prisoners  from  this  regiment.  The  whole  line 
of  battle  was  under  artillery  fire,  and  hence  the 
casualties  in.  the  brigades  of  Doles,  Battle,  and 
Johnston.  The  missing  in  the  brigades,  other 
than  Ramseur's,  were  either  deserters  or  strag- 
glers, probably  the  latter. 

Some  valuable  officers  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  most  distinguished  among  these  are 
Colonel  Cox,  Second  North  Carolina,  who  was 
wounded  immediately  after  his  entrance  upon 
the  field,  and  Lieutenant>Colonel  Sillers,  Thirtieth 
North  Carolina,  who,  it  was  feared,  was  mortally 
wounded. 

In  consequence  of  many  of  the  baggage  wag- 
ons of  the  brigades  having  been  sent  after 
forage,  and  of  the  want  of  transportation  in  the 
division,  a  smah1  amount  of  baggage  and  a 
few  cooking  utensils  were  left  in  camp.  A 
statement  of  these  losses,  which  were  really 
slight  and  unavoidable,  was  forwarded  to  the 
commanding  General,  through  Colonel  Chilton. 

The  outpost  force  at  the  other  fords  named 
herein  were  withdrawn  without  loss  and  in 
good  order. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

R.  E.  RODES, 

Major-General 
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REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HAYS. 

HEADQUARTERS  HATS'  BRIGADE,  ) 
November  10,  1863.         j 

Major  J.  W.  Daniel: 

MAJOR  :  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  division 
headquarters,  my  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  D.  P.  Penn,  Seventh  Louisiana  regiment, 
I  myself  being  engaged  in  conducting  a  court  of 
inquiry  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Skinner,  Fifty- 
second  Virginia  regiment,  left  camp  at  sunrise, 
the  sixth  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock  River,  near  the  point  where  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad  bridge  formerly  span- 
ned that  stream.  Arrived  there,  Colonel  Penn 
relieved  Walker's  brigade,  Johnston's  division, 
then  on  picket  duty.  The  regiments  of  the 
command  were  placed  in  position  in  the  follow- 
ing order :  the  Sixth  Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel 
William  Monaghan  commanding,  was  stationed 
on  the  right  of  the  works,  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  river,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  ad- 
vance. The  Ninth  Louisiana  regiment,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel William  R.  Peck  commanding,  was 
retained  in  the  works  in  reserve.  To  the  left  of 
the  Ninth  regiment,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance,  was  placed  the  Eighth  Louisiana  regi- 
ment, Captain  Gusman  commanding ;  the  Sev- 
enth Louisiana  regiment,  Colonel  F.  M.  Terry, 
being  on  the  extreme  left.  The  Fifth  Louisiana 
regiment,  Captain  J.  G.  Angell  commanding, 
was  placed  on  picket,  at  a  point  on  the  southern 
side  of  the  river,  about  half  way  between  Nor- 
man's Ford  and  Rappahannock  Bridge,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  half  a  mile  from  the  latter.  Between 
the  Sixth  regiment  and  the  Ninth  regiment 
were  two  pieces  of  artillery,  of  Green's  battery, 
and  between  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the 
Ninth  regiment  were  two  other  pieces  of  the 
same  command,  these  last  two  guns  being  some- 
what to  the  right  of  a  point  in  the  works  oppo- 
site the  pontoon  bridge. 

During  the  sixth  instant,  the  enemy's  vedettes 
were  observed  just  in  advance  of  the  woods 
bordering  the  open  field,  in  front  of  the  work, 
about  a  mile's  distance.  There  was  no  firing 
that  day  between  the  pickets. 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
seventh  instant,  our  vedettes  reported  a  regi- 
ment of  the  enemy's  infantry  passing  down  the 
Warrenton  and  Fredericksburg  road,  in  the 
direction  of  the  right  of  our  line,  followed 
shortly  afterwards  by  another  body  of  infantry, 
proceeding  towards  the  same  point. 

Colonel  Penn  immediately  went  to  the  ve- 
dettes' posts  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy ;  and,  at  a  quarter  of  twelve  o'clock,  a 
despatch  was  sent  to  Major-General  Early,  in- 
forming him  that  the  enemy  in  force,  both  infan- 
try and  cavalry,  was  advancing  and  forming 
lines  of  battle.  At  a  quarter-past  one  o'clock 
another  despatch  was  sent  to  General  Early,  that 
the  enemy  were  still  in  line  of  battle  in  front, 
and  that  his  skirmishers  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  from  the  woods ;  and  that  a  large  force 
had  moved  down  the  river,  towards  our  right, 
accompanied  by  wagons  and  ambulances.  At 


two  o'clock  the  enemy  formed  another  line  of 
battle,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of 
the  wood  above  mentioned.  At  this  time  the 
Fifth  Louisiana  regiment,  with  the  exception  of 
one  company  and  sixteen  men,  left  on  picket  on 
this  side  of  the  river,  at  the  point  already  indi- 
cated, rejoined  the  brigade,  and  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh  Louisiana 
regiment.  At  half-past  two  o'clock  the  enemy's 
whole  line  advanced,  supported,  as  they  ap- 
peared, by  two  lines.  The  Sixth,  Eighth,  Fifth, 
and  Ninth  regiments  were  then  gradually  drawn 
in,  and  at  three  o'clock  our  skirmishers  feh1  back 
to  the  road,  distant  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
our  works,  where  they  remained  for  half  an 
hour,  when  they  were  compelled  to  retire  by  a 
movement  of  the  enemy  to  flank  them.  The 
brigade  was  then  disposed  in  the  rifle-pits.  A 
few  moments  from  this,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
from  a  four-gun  battery  on  our  left,  from  a  high 
hill  which  we  had  been  forced  to  abandon  by 
the  approach  of  a  heavy  force.  Colonel  Penn 
immediately  sent  an  order  to  a  battery  on  this, 
the  southern  side  of  the  river,  to  reply,  which 
was  done  slowly,  and  with  but  little  efifect.  At 
four  o'clock  I  arrived  upon  the  field,  and  took 
command  of  the  brigade.  I  found  heavy  firing 
progressing  between  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and  our  line.  This  continued  for  an  hour,  with- 
out any  marked  result.  About  half-past  four 
o'clock,  Hoke's  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Godwin,  crossed  the  river,  and  was 
placed  between  the  left  wing  of  the  Eighth 
regiment  and  the  right  wing  of  .the  Fifth  regi- 
ment, to  till  up  a  gap  in  our  lines,  created  by  a 
change  in  the  position  of  these  two  regiments, 
rendered  necessary  by  a  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  the  left.  About  five  o'clock  a  battery  was 
opened  on  our  right,  and  another  opposite  our 
centre.  The  firing  from  the  enemy's  guns  on 
the  right,  left,  and  centre,  converging  on  the 
point  occupied  by  us,  was  rapid  and  vigorous, 
until  some  time  after  dark.  It  was  then  under 
cover  of  the  darkness  that  a  simultaneous  ad- 
vance was  made  of  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  centre,  the  skirmishers  were  driven  back, 
and  his  first  line  was  so  broken  and  shattered 
by  our  fire,  that  the  few  who  arrived  at  the 
works  surrendered  themselves  prisoners.  But 
the  second  and  third  lines  continued  to  advance 
at  a  double-quick,  arms  at  a  trail,  and  a  column 
formed,  as  well  as  the  obscurity  of  the  evening 
permitted  me  to  descry,  by  companies,  moving 
down  the  railroad,  was  hurled  upon  our  right, 
which,  after  a  severe  struggle,  was  forced  back, 
leaving  the  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
I  immediately  ordered  a  charge  of  the  Ninth 
Louisiana  regiment,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
taking our  guns,  but  our  centre  having  been 
broken,  and  the  two  forces  opposed  to  our 
right  and  centre  having  joined,  rendered  the 
execution  of  my  purpose  impracticable.  Form- 
ing a  new  line  after  this  juncture,  facing  up 
the  river,  the  enemy  advanced,  moving  be- 
hind our  works  towards  our  left,  while  a  line 
which  he  had  formed  in  a  ravine  above  our 
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extreme  left,  its  (the  enemy's)  right  resting  on 
the  river,  moved  down  the  stream,  thus  enclos- 
ing Hoke's  brigade,  and  the  Seventh  and  Fifth 
Louisiana  regiments,  in  a  manner  that  rendered 
escape  impossible.  My  men  continued  at  their 
posts  in  the  works,  fighting  well  to  the  last ; 
and  it  was  only  when  the  command  was  cut  in 
two,  and  the  enemy  in  complete  possession  of 
the  entire  hill,  that  any  thought  was  entertained 
of  falling  back.  Indeed,  there  was  no  effort 
made  by  any  one  in  my  command  to  recross 
the  river  until  nothing  else  remained  but  to 
surrender.  Many  then  escaped  by  swimming 
or  fording  the  river,  and  some  few  on  the  pon- 
toon bridge. 

The  force  under  my  command  was  small, 
being  between  eight  and  nine  hundred.  That 
of  Hoke's  brigade,  consisting  of  three  regiments, 
was  also  small,  as  owing  to  the  suddenness  with 
which  it  left  camp  to  proceed  to  the  river,  many 
of  its  members  were  absent.  The  force  of  the 
enemy,  I  am  confident,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand.  But  few 
of  my  brigade  were  wounded  or  killed,  owing 
to  the  enemy's  advancing  without  firing.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  loss  we  inflicted  upon  the 
attacking  force  was  heavy,  as  our  firing  was 
collected  and  steady. 

For  particulars  of  the  movements  of  Hoke's 
brigade,  and  its  casualties,  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tate, 
Sixth  North  Carolina  regiment,  herewith  ap- 
pended, marked  "A." 

My  loss  is  as'follows  : 

Ofiicers  killed 0 

"  wounded ...  2 

"  missing 58 

Enlisted  men  killed 2 

"  "  wounded 14 

"  missing 626 

Aggregate 702 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRY  T.  HAYS, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Doc.  67. 
OPERATIONS  IN  LOWER  LOUISIANA. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  E.  K.  SMITH. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  TRANS-MISSISSIPPI,  \ 
SHBEVEPORT,  LOUISIANA,  November  7, 1863.  j 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- Gen- 
eral, Richmond,  Virginia : 
GENERAL  :    Enclosed,  herewith,  I   have  the 
honor  to  forward  reports  of  engagements  with 
the  enemy  in  Lower  Louisiana,  from  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June  to  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1863, 
inclusive. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenaiit-GeneraL 


REPORT  OF  GENERAL  WALKER, 

HEADQUARTERS  WALKER'S  DIVISION,  ") 
DELHI,  July  10, 1863.         / 

Major  E.  Surget,  A.  A.  G.,  Alexandria,  La.  : 

MAJOR  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the 
forces  under  my  command  have  broken  up  the 
plantations  engaged  in  raising  cotton,  under 
Federal  leases,  from  Miliken's  Bend  to  Lake 
Providence,  capturing  some  two  thousand  ne- 
groes, who  have  been  restored  to  their  masters, 
with  the  exception  of  those  captured  in  arms,  and 
a  few  the  property  of  disloyal  citizens  of  Lou- 
isiana. I  consider  it  an  unfortunate  circum- 
stance that  any  armed  negroes  were  captured, 
but  in  the  cavalry  expedition  which  broke  up 
the  plantations  below  Lake  Providence,  Colonel 
Parsons,  commanding  two  cavalry  regiments, 
from  the  district  of  Arkansas,  acting  under  my 
orders,  encountered  a  force  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  negroes  and  their  three  white  officers, 
in  a  fortified  position,  and  when  the  officers  pro- 
posed to  surrender,  upon  condition  of  being 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  armed  ne- 
groes unconditionally,  Colonel  Parsons  accepted 
the  terms.  The  position,  upon  a  high  mound, 
the  side  of  which  had  been  scarped  and  other- 
wise strengthened,  was  of  great  strength,  and 
would  have  cost  many  lives  and  much  precious 
time  to  have  captured  by  assault.  Under  these 
circumstances,  Brigadier-General  Tappan,  who 
came  up  before  the  capitulation  was  consum- 
mated, approved  the  convention. 

This  was  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  and  I  had 
made  all  my  arrangements  to  push,  the  next 
day,  towards  Providence  and  Ashton,  some 
miles  above,  where  I  iiltended  to  establish  my 
batteries  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy's 
transports. 

That  night  T  received  General  Taylor's  in- 
structions to  march  my  division  to  Berwick's 
Bay.  I  immediately  returned  to  this  point  and 
had  embarked  one  of  my  brigades  on  the  rail- 
road train,  when  I  received  instructions  from 
Lieutenant-Geueral  Smith  to  remain  in  this  vi- 
cinity. 

On  the  fifth  instant  General  Smith  was  here 
in  person,  and  directed  me  to  proceed  to  Ash- 
ton,  on  the  Mississippi,  and  endeavor  to  block- 
ade the  river  against  the  enemy's  transports  and 
supply  boats.  In  accordance  with  these  instruc- 
tions, I  marched  from  here  on  the  ninth  instant. 
The  same  morning  Captain  Janes,  who  had  been 
sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  deliver  a  communi- 
cation from  General  Taylor  to  General  Grant, 
returned  and  reported  tbe  delivery  of  the  de- 
spatch to  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Young's  Point. 

He  brought  intelligence,  derived  from  sources 
that  I  did  not  wholly  credit,  that  Vicksburg  had 
capitulated  on  the  fourth  instant.  Not  consid- 
ering this  entirely  certain,  I  continued  my  move- 
ments, but  the  same  day  I  received  the  intelli- 
gence, unfortunately  too  well  authenticated  to 
admit  of  a  doubt.  At  the  same  time  I  received 
instructions  from  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to 
return  to  this  point,  and  if  forced  to  abandon 
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the  Washita  Valley  by  superior  numbers,  t< 
fall  back  on  Red  river  to  Natchitoches. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  burning  all  the  cotton 
can  reach,  from  Lake  Providence  to  the  lowe 
end  of  Concordia  Parish,  and  shall  endeavor  tc 
leave  no  spoil  for  the  enemy.  I  have  also  in 
structed  the  cavalry  to  destroy  all  subsistence 
and  forage  on  abandoned  plantations,  that,  from 
its  proximity  to  the  river,  may  give  the  enemy 
facilities  for  invasion.  When  this  destruction 
is  effected,  I  shall  withdraw  the  greater  portior 
of  my  forces  towards  the  Washita  River,  to 
some  more  healthy  locality. 

The  ravages  of  disease  have  fearfully  weak- 
ened my  force,  and  I  consider  it  essential  to  its 
future  usefulness  that  it  should  be  removed 
from  here  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  WALKER. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,") 
BERWICK,  July  14. 1863.         f 

Major  E.  Surget,  A.  A.  G.: 

MAJOR:  Your  despatches  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  came  to  hand.  I  had  received  from 
New  Orleans  news  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg.  I 
trust  the  doubt  you  express  may  be  well  found- 
ed. Port  Hudson  surrendered  on  the  ninth 
instant,  literally  from  starvation. 

The  plan  I  had  arranged  for  an  attack  on 
New  Orleans  fell  through,  as  soon  as  I  was 
advised  that  Walker's  division  would  not  join 
me.  My  active  force  (not  including  the  garrison 
of  this  place)  is  less  than  four  thousand.  That 
the  plan  referred  to  would  have  succeeded,  any 
time  before  the  ninth  instant,  I  do  not  entertain 
the  slightest  doubt.  Whether  the  city  could 
have  been  held  is  another  question.  The  fall  of 
Port  Hudson,  and  the  almost  certain  fate  of 
Vicksburg.  render  my  present  position  in  the 
Lafouche  extremely  hazardous,  and  not  to  be 
justified  on  any  military  grounds.  The  defences 
of  this  bay  are  far  from  satisfactory ;  and  the 
entrance  of  a  hostile  fleet  would  ruin  my  little 
army.  The  enemy  will  doubtless  throw  troops 
across  the  Atchafalaya  at  Morgan's  ferry,  twenty- 
eight  miles  from  Washington.  He  has  already 
a  brigade  in  the  Grasse  Tete.  I  cannot  hope  to 
unite  with  the  forces  now  in  north  Louisiana  ; 
and  the  whole  country  between  this  point  and 
Monroe  is  open.  Since  the  communications  of 
General  Johnston  led  me  to  look  forward  to  the 
fall  of  Vicksburg,  I  have  been  forming  depots 
on  the  line  from  Lafayette  to  Niblett's  bluff. 
In  case  I  abandon  this  country,  I  expect  to  fol- 
low this  line,  and  you  will  lay  your  plans  re- 
garding the  limited  amount  of  public  property 
at  Alexandria  accordingly.  I  send,  to-day,  a 
staff  officer  to  Morgan's  ferry,  to  watch  and 
report  the  enemy's  movements.  The  reports 
will  be  forwarded  also  to  you.  You  will  take 
steps  to  secure  early  and  accurate  information 
of  the  enemy's  movements  on  lower  Red  River 
and  at  Simmsport.  Where  is  General  Polignac's 


brigade  ?  Is  it  armed  and  ready  for  service  ? 
At  junction  of  the  Huffpower  and  Boeuf,  or  on 
the  latter,  near  Washington,  as  the  enemy  may 
move,  would  be  the  place  for  it.  Communicate 
the  contents  of  this  to  department  headquarters. 
I  have  no  staff  officer  with  me,  and  am  fatigued 
and  jaded  beyond  description. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  TAYLOR, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Nothing  of  the  boats,  which  left  Alex- 
andria on  the  seventh  ultimo.  Afraid  they  have 
come  to  grief  on  the  Atchafalaya. 

R.  T. 

M.  G. 

MAJOR  SURGET, 

A.  A.  G. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,  1 
ALEXANDRIA,  July  17, 1863.  j 

Respecfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  commanding,  with  the 
remark,  that  the  boats  of  which  General  Taylor 
speaks  in  the  P.  S.,  met  the  enemy's  gunboats 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  and  returned 
safely  to  this  post. 

E.  STJEGET, 

A.  A.  G. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,  \ 
LAFOURCHE,  July  13, 1863  j 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs,  Chief  of  Staff : 
GENERAL :  I  have  the  honor  to   announce  a 
Brilliant  success  gained  by  a  portion   of  my 
"orces  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Green,  over  Weitzel  and  Dwight.     The  enemy, 
ver  four  thousand  strong,  advanced  to-day,  six 
miles  from  Donaldsville,  where  he  was  met  by 
General  Green,  with  his   own  and  a  pati  of 
Major's  brigade  (in  all  twelve  hundred  men),  and 
driven  from  the  field,  with  a  loss  of  about  five 
undred  in  killed  and  wounded,  some  three 
undred  prisoners,  three    pieces  of   artillery, 
many  small  arms,  and  the  flag  of  a  New  York 
egiment.     The  gallant  and   noble  Green  dis- 
notmted  from  his  horse,  placed  himself  at  the 
lead  of  his  old  regiment,  captured  the  enemy's 
;uns,  and  drove  his  forces  into   the  fort,  and 
.nder  the  guns  of  the  fleet.    In  the  generalship 
nd  daring  of  the  commander,  and  the  devotion 
f  the  troops,  this  action  will  compare  favorably 
rith  any  I  have  witnessed  during  the  war. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
R.  TAYLOR, 

Majur-Gencral. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

FORD  AND  DAVENPORT  PLANTATION,  1 
Saturday,  Juno  27,  1863.         J 

GENERAL  MOUTON  :  I  have  been  all  the  morning 
ollecting  together  all  the  information  relative 
o  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  defences  of 
)onaldsonville.  After  travelling  all  night  we 
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arrived  here  at  sunrise  this  morning,  eight  or 
nine  miles  from  Donaldsonville. 

I  learn  from  citizens  that  the  fort  contains 
from  three  to  five  hundred  Yankees,  and  that 
there  are  five  gunboats  there  now.  The  approach 
to  the  fort  is  through  an  open  plain,  nine  hun- 
dred yards,  and  the  ditch  around  it  is  sixteen 
feet  wide  and  twelve  feet  deep,  making  it  im- 
possible to  scale  it,  except  by  having  strong 
plank  or  suitable  ladders.  I  have  had  a  full 
consultation  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  not  the  best 
thing  to  be  governed  by).  They  think  that  an 
attempt  to  storm  will  be  attended  with  great  loss, 
and  no  adequate  benefit,  even  if  successful,  and 
this  is  my  opinion.  The  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion being  to  annoy  and  take,  if  possible,  the 
enemy's  transports,  can  be  better  and  more 
safely  done  by  taking  a  position  below  Donald- 
sonville. I  am  making  a  bridge  of  sugar  coolers 
at  this  camp  to  cross  one  regiment,  intending 
to  swim  the  horses.  I  will  push  that  regiment 
close  upon  Donaldson,  throwing  pickets  upon 
the  river.  I  am  about  sending  another  regiment 
down  on  this  side,  near  the  fort,  throwing  pickets 
above  where  the  river  can  be  seen.  My  pickets 
above  and  below  will  be  able  to  see  what  num- 
ber of  gunboats  there  are  at  the  fort,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  fire  the  bridge  during  the  day  so  that  I 
can  get  artillery  on  the  Mississippi.  With  one 
rifle  section  I  can  make  the  transports  corning 
up  retreat.  Come  down  and  take  command.  I 
want  you  badly,  as  I  do  not  know  fully  what 
are  your  views,  and  would  riot  like  to  take  any 
steps  in  conflict  with  them.  Until  I  came  down 
here,  I  had  no  idea  of  the  position,  strength,  or 
feasibility  of  taking  the  fort,  or  the  value  when 
taken.  I  think  now  the  fort  can  be  rendered 
nugatory  by  taking  a  position  below  it.  Adopts 
ing  the  latter  view  will  induce  the  Yankees  very 
probably  to  abandon  the  fort  or  come  out  and 
fight  «us. 

Come  down  as  soon  as  you  can. 

Yours,  GREEN. 

A  true  copy : 

JOHX    M.    AVERT, 

First  Lieutenant  and  A.  D.  C. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,) 
THIBODEAUXVILLE,  July  6, 1863.         ) 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  reply  of  Briga- 
dier-General Mouton  approving  the  views  of 
General  Green  as  to  turning  the  fort  was  not 
received  by  the  latter  officer  until  the  attack 
had  been  made. 

R.  TAYLOR, 

Major-Geueral  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,") 

CAMP  ON  LA  FOURCHE,  NEAR  PARA  COURT  V 

JulyS,  1863.        J 

Major  Louis   Bush,    A.    A.    General,    TJiibo- 

deaux : 
MAJOR  :  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  Gene- 


ral Mouton,  commanding,  of  the  twenty-sixth  ulti- 
mo, dated  at  Thibodeauxville,  commanding  me  to 
take  possession  of  the  Federal  fort  at  Donald- 
sonville, I  took  up  the  line  of  march  from  Thibo- 
deaux  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  with  Harde- 
man's,  Shannon's,  and  Herbert's  regiments  of  my 
brigade,  and  Lane,  Stone,  and  Phillips,  of  Colonel 
Major's  brigade,  arid  Semmes'  battery.  After 
marching  the  entire  night,  I  encamped  in  nine 
miles  of  the  fort,  about  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ing. 

During  the  twenty -seventh  I  rested  our  jaded 
troops  and  horses,  getting  all  the  information 
which  could  be  procured  in  relation  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  fort,  its  force,  defences,  etc.  I  placed 
a  pontoon  bridge  across  the  Lafourche,  made  of 
sugar  coolers,  and  crossed  over  Stone's  regiment 
to  the  east  of  the  bayou,  and  ordered  him  to 
advance  towards  Donaldsonville,  on  that  bank, 
and  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  if 
possible,  to  attack  him  on  that  side.  With  the 
balance  of  the  command,  I  advanced  during  the 
night  of  the  twenty-seventh  to  within  one  and  a 
half  miles  of  the  fort,  where  I  dismounted  the 
command.  Having  determined  on  the  plan  of 
attack,  I  called  the  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments together,  and  explained  to  them  specifi- 
cally the  position  each  one  was  to  occupy  in  the 
assault. 

Major  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth  T.  M.  V.,  was  to 
perform  a  circuit  around  the  fort,  reach  the  Mis- 
sissippi a  mile  above,  and  advance  down  the 
levee  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers  set  in 
the  ground  between  the  levee  and  the  water's 
edge,  and  there  make  an  entrance.  Colonel 
Hardeman,  with  the  Fourth  T.  M.  V.,  was  to  move 
up  the  bayou  road,  along  the  levee  of  the  La- 
fourche, and  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  fire  opened 
by  Shannon  or  a  fire  opened  by  the  enemy,  to 
assault  the  fort  at  the  water's  edge,  along  the 
stockade,  and  simultaneously  with  Shannon,  to 
make  an  entrance  through  the  stockade,  and 
with  Shannon,  assault  the  garrison  within,  hand 
to  hand.  Both  Shannon  and  Hardeman  were 
charged  that  they  were  expected  to  take  the 
fort,  while  Phillips,  Lane,  and  Herbert,  with  their 
regiments,  were  to  envelop  the  works,  moving 
up  around  them  to  the  brink  of  the  ditch,  shoot- 
ing down  the  cannoniers  and  their  supporters 
from  the  ramparts  at  a  distance  of  only  six- 
teen or  eighteen  feet. 

After  a  full  explanation  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  regiments  of  the  plan  of  attack,  and  fur- 
nishing Shannon  and  Hardeman  with  guides, 
and  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  three  regi- 
ments which  were  to  envelop  the  fort,  I  moved 
Shannon  and  Hardeman  forward.  Waiting  a 
short  time  for  Major  Shannon  to  fire  from  the 
circuit  around  the  fort  to  the  Mississippi  above, 
I  moved  the  column  which  was  to  envelop  the 
ditch,  with  Colonel  Major  at  the  head.  Before 
this  column  had  advanced  to  the  place  intended 
for  it,  preparatory  to  the  assault,  Major  Shannon, 
•of  the  Fifth  Texas,  encountered  the  pickets  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  fire  from  above  was  opened 
upon  him  by  the  artillery  of  the  fort  and  from 
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two  gunboats  in  the  river.  He  advanced  down 
the  levee  of  the  Mississippi,  next  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  the  stockade  of  upright  timbers 
behind  the  levee,  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
stockade  and  firing  upon  them  through  their 
own  port  holes.  He  pushed  a  portion  of  his  men 
over  their  works  (the  men  helping  each  other 
over),  the  balance  of  his  men  moved  around  the 
stockade  through  the  water,  which  was  shallow, 
into  the  fort.  Hearing  the  small  arms  of  Major 
Shannon  amidst  the  roar  of  artillery,  I  ordered 
an  advance  of  the  whole  line.  Colonel  Phillips, 
at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel  Major, 
made  a  circuit  of  the  fort,  and,  with  most  of 
his  men  and  officers,  made  our  entrance  into  the 
fort  with  Shannon,  of  the  Fifth ;  Colonel  Her- 
bert, with  the  Seventh,  enveloped  the  ditch  as 
directed.  The  fight  was  desperately  contested 
on  every  part  of  the  ground.  Colonel  Hardeman, 
with  the  Fourth  Texas,  being  unable  to  control 
his  guide,  was  delayed  in  his  attack  on  the 
stockade  on  the  Lafourche  side  until  nearly  day- 
light, but  his  casualties  show  with  what  deter- 
mined courage  that  veteran  regiment  stood  its 
ground  after -it  came  into  action.  By  some  mis- 
take Colonel  Lane's  regiment  did  not  get  into 
action.  He  was  waiting  for  and  expecting  a 
guide,  while  I  supposed,  and  was  informed,  that 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  column  under  Colonel 
Major.  There  is  no  blame  attached  to  Colonel 
Lane  for  the  mistake. 

The  attack  on  the  fort  was  made  at  two  o'clock 
A.  M.,  being  before  daylight,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  gunboats  from  seeing  our  ad- 
vance. The  columns  of  attack,  of  Shannon 
above  and  Hardeman  below,  were  expected  to 
move  along  under  the  levee,  sheltered  from  the 
artillery  and  musketry  of  the  fort,  until  they 
reached  the  stockade,  the  weeds  on  the  margin 
of  the  water,  as  I  was  informed,  preventing  a 
full  view  of  them  by  the  gunboats.  Shannon 
succeeded  in  making  the  entrance  with  little  or 
no  loss,  and  he  and  Colonel  Phillips  (entering  on 
the  same  side)  would  doubtless  have  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  works  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  ditch  fronting  and  inside  the  levee, 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  or  information.  All 
my  guides)  and  some  of  them  resided  within 
two  miles  of  the  fort)  assured  me  that  when  we 
got  through  the  stockade  between  the  levee  and 
the  river,  we  had  an  open  way  into  the  fort 
without  impediment  other  than  the  bayonets  of 
the  enemy.  We  were  not  repulsed  and  never 
would  have  been  until  we  found,  after  getting 
into  the  stockade,  there  was  yet  a  ditch  to  cross, 
running  in  front  of  and  parallel  with  the  river, 
and  no  means  whatever  on  hand  to  cross  it.  At 
this  ditch  a  most  desperate  fight  ensued  between 
the  commands  of  Shannon  and  Phillips  and  the 
enemy.  Our  men  here  used  brickbats  upon  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  the  same. 
Captain  Killough  and  Lieutenant  Land  and 
other  officers  and  men  were  wounded  on  their 
heads  with  bricks,  thrown  by  the  enemy,  which 
had  first  been  thrown  by  our  men.  There  never 
was  more  desperate  courage  displayed  than  was 


shown  by  our  men  engaged  in  this  assault.  The 
enemy  have  been  shown  an  example  of  desper- 
ate courage  which  will  not  be  without  its  effect. 
But  for  the  false  information  in  relation  to  that 
part  of  the  fort  fronting  the  river,  it  would  most 
certainly  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  Had  we 
known  of  the  existence  of  this  ditch  we  would 
have  been  prepared  to  have  crossed  it. 

We  fought  from  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  until  day- 
light, without  intermission,  and  our  dead  and 
wounded  show  the  desperation  of  the  assault. 

The  garrison  contained  between  five  and  six 
hundred  Federals,  our  assaulting  party  engaged 
was  about  eight  hundred  strong. 

At  daylight  I  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  asking 
permission  to  pick  up  our  wounded  and  bury 
our  dead,  which  was  refused,  as  I  expected.  My 
object  in  sending  a  flag  so  early  was  to  get  away 
a  great  number  of  our  men  who  had  found  a 
little  shelter  near  the  enemy's  works,  and  who 
would  have  been  inevitably  taken  prisoners.  I 
must  have  saved  one  hundred  men  by  instruct- 
ing my  flag  of  truce  officer,  as  he  approached 
the  fort,  to  order  our  troops  still  there  away. 

We  mourn  the  fall  of  many  of  our  bravest 
and  best  officers  and  men  ;  among  the  former 
are  Major  Shannon,  Captain  Ragsdale,  Lieuten- 
ants Starby  and  Cole,  of  the  Fifth,  Major  Red- 
ley,  of  Phillips'  regiment,  and  A.  Cartwright, 
of  the  Fourth,  and  others. 

The  fort  was  much  stronger  than  it  was  rep- 
resented to  be,  or  than  we  expected  to  find  it. 
Had  it  fallen  into  our  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  with 
a  little  work  on  it,  we  would  have  held  it 
against  all  the  gunboats  below  Port  Hudson.  Its 
capture  and  occupation  would  doubtless  have 
caused  great  uneasiness  and  inconvenience  to 
the  Federal  army  besieging  that  fortress.  In 
this  river  much  risk  was  justified  in  its  attempt- 
ed capture. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  commendation  of 
the  officers  and  men  who  were  engaged  in  this 
assault. 

Colonel  Major,  commanding  the  second  cav- 
alry brigade,  lead  the  head  of  the  column  en- 
veloping the  fort,  carrying  his  men  to  the  ditch 
amidst  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  in  the  most 
dauntless  manner,  and  where  he  was  himself 
wounded. 

•  The  conduct  of  the  lamented  Shannon  and 
his  officers,  Colonel  Phillips  and  his  officers,  and 
Colonel  Herbert  and  his  officers,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  officers  whose  conduct  came  under  my  ob- 
servation, is  above  all  praise. 

My  own  staff  came  fully  up  to  my  expecta- 
tions. Captain  C.  B.  Sheppard,  my  Aide-de- 
Camp,  and  my  volunteer  Aids,  W.  G-.  Wilking 
and  Leander  McAnelley,  rendered  me  good  ser- 
vice, and  behaved  themselves  -as  they  had  on 
former  occasions,  with  coolness  and  courage. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list  of  casualties — full 
reports  showing  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, are  enclosed. 

Fourth  Texas  cavalry — Killed,  two  ;  wounded, 
twenty-three  ;  missing,  three — twenty-eight. 

Fifth  Texas  cavalry — Killed,  twelve  ;  wound- 
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ed,  in  hands  of  the  enemy,  eighteen ;  wounded, 
present,  twenty;  missing,  forty-nine — ninety- 
nine. 

Seventh  Texas  Cavalry — Killed,  six  ;  wound- 
ed, twenty-seven ;  missing,  forty-two — seventy- 
five. 

Stone's  Regiment — Killed  (no  wounded  or 
missing),  one. 

Lane's  Regiment — No  killed,  wounded,  or 
missing. 

Phillips'  Regiment — Killed,  eighteen ;  wound- 
ed, eighteen  ;  missing,  twenty-one — fifty-seven. 

Total  casualties,  two  hundred  and  sixty. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  GREEN, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 


Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,  ) 
THIBODEAUXVJLLE,  July  6,  1863.         J 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Personal  observa- 
tion satisfies  me  that  if  the  guide  of  Hardeman's 
regiment  had  not  failed  to  conduct  it  to  the  fort, 
its  capture  would  have  been  accomplished.  No 
engagement  during  the  war  has  illustrated  more 
signally  the  desperate  valor  of  Confederate 
troops  than  the  attack  of  this  position,  although 
the  attack  may  have  been,  in  some  respects,  an 
unadvised  one.  I  am  not  disposed  to  attach  the 
slightest  censure  to  so  gallant  a  soldier  as  Gene- 
ral Green,  whose  disposition  it  is  to  attack  the 
enemy  wherever  he  finds  him. 

R.  TAYLOR, 

Major-General,  commanding. 


Report  of  Casualties  in  the  First  and  Second  Cavalry  Brigades  in  the  Assault  upon  Donaldson- 
mile,  June  28, 1863. 


REGIMENTS. 

I 

W 

WOUNDED. 

} 
I 

, 

REMARKS. 

Slightly. 

I 

1 

_!>, 

Fourth  Texas  Cavalry 

2 
12 
6 
18 
1 

15 
17 
19 
9 

7 
21 
15 
9 

1 

'"i" 

3 
49 
34 
21 

28 
99 

75 
57 
1 

Of  the  wounded,  eight  are  miss- 
ing. 

Fifth  Texas  Cavalry  

Seventh  Texas  Cavalry 

Stone's  regiment      

39 

60 

52 

2 

107 

260 

Killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  MOFTON. 

HEADQUARTERS  FORCES  SOUTH  OF  RED  RIVEK,  \ 
THIBODEAUX,  LA.,  July  4,  1863.         J 

Major  E.  Surget,  A.  A.  G.,  District   Western 

Louisiana : 

MAJOR  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  Ma- 
jor-General  R.  Taylor,  commanding  Distinct  of 
Western  Louisiana,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
June,  after  surmounting  difficulties  amounting  to 
almost  impossibilities,  I  succeeded  in  collecting 
some  thirty-seven  skiffs  and  other  row-boats, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Teche,  with  a  view  to 
co-operate,  from  the  west  side  of  the  Atchafala- 
ya,  with  Colonel  Major's  command,  then  on  the 
Lafourche.  An  expedition,  numbering  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  gallant  volunteers  from 
the  different  regiments  under  my  command, 
under  the  gallant  Major  Sherod  Hunter,  of  Bay- 
lor's regiment,  started  at  six  o'clock  p.  M.  to  turn 
the  enemy's  stronghold  at  Brashear  City.  Gen- 
eral Thomas  Green,  with  the  Fifth  Texas 
mounted  volunteers,  the  Second  Louisiana  cav- 
alry, Waller's  Texas  battalion,  and  the  Valverde 
and  Nicholls'  batteries,  advanced  under  cover 
of  night,  to  opposite  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
Seventh  Texas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Herbert  com- 


TUOMAS  GREEN, 

Brigadier -General,  commanding. 

manding,  the  Fourth  Texas,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hampton,  and  Baylor's  regiments,  were  thrown 
across  the  Atchafalaya  to  Gibbons'  Island  dur- 
ing the  night.  General  Green  was  to  attract  the 
enemy's  attention  and  fire,  while  the  troops  on 
Gibbons'  Island  were  to  be  thrown  across  to  the 
support  of  Major  Hunter,  as  soon  as  the  boats 
returned  from  the  latter's  landing  point,  in  rear 
of  the  enemy's  position.  Everything  remained 
quiet ;  and  the  enemy  were  aware  of  our  pur- 
pose only  when  awakened  by  the  shots  from  the 
Valverde  battery.  The  enemy's  whole  attention 
was  drawn  to  General  Green's  position — the 
land  batteries  concentrating  their  fire  upon  him, 
while  their  gunboat  shamefully  retreated  in  the 
beginning  of  the  action.  At  about  half-past  six 
A.  M.  of  the  twenty-third,  the  shouts  from  Hun- 
ter's party  were  heard  in  the  rear  of  the  railroad 
depot.  Our  gallant  men  charged  the  enemy's 
guns,  one  after  the  other ;  and  when  they  arrived 
near  the  main  fort  (Buchanan),  the  garrison  sur- 
rendered without  a  struggle.  The  enemy  surren- 
dered a  force  of  over  twelve  hundred  men, 
strongly  posted  and  intrenched,  and  eleven 
heavy  guns — all  protected  by  a  gunboat — to  a 
force  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  Our 
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loss  was  two  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.  The 
amount  of  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  ord- 
nance stores  is  very  large.  Our  troops  crossed 
the  bay  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  were  delayed 
on  account  of  want  of  transportation — nothing 
larger  than  skiffs  could  be  had.  As  rapidly  as 
possible  General  Green  was  ordered  to  the 
Bayous  Ramos  and  Boeuf,  to  capture  those  of 
the  enemy  who  had  escaped,  and  also  to  pre- 
vent them  from  burning  the  bridges,  locomo- 
tives, and  cars.  Unfortunately  they  had  already 
destroyed  the  railroad  and  wagon  bridge  over 
the  Ramos,  and  had  retired  to  the  Boeuf. 
Our  troops  pushed  on,  and  at  daylight 
of  the  twenty-fourth,  the  enemy  surren- 
dered to  a  scouting  party  under  the  command  of 
General  Green's  daring  scout,  McAnally.  The 
force  consisted  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-five 
officers  and  men,  three  siege  guns,  and  a  twelve- 
pounder  gun.  At  this  point  General  Green's  and 
Colonel  Major's  command  connected.  Their 
troops  were  pushed  forward  to  the  Thibodeaux 
and  Lafourche  railroad-crossing,  capturing  twen- 
ty-five Federal  sick  and  wounded  and  four  pieces 
of  light  artillery. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  troops  marched  to 
DonaldsonviUe.  On  the  twenty-eighth,  at  one 
o'clock  A.  M.,  the  fort  (Butler)  was  attacked  ;  and 
at  daylight,  after  the  most  desperate  struggle,  we 
were  repulsed,  with  two  hundred  and  sixty  casu- 
alties. Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  gallantry 
and  devotion  of  the  brave  men  who  stormed 
this  stronghold.  Colonel  Phillips,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shannon,  and  Major  Ridley  are  among 
the  missing.  They  fell  in  a  desperate  hand-to- 
hand  fight ;  but  I  hope  they  are  only  wounded. 
As  one  of  the  main  objects  of  this  campaign  was 
to  take  possession  of  the  Mississippi,  I  immedi- 
ately threw,  by  roads  passing  through  planta- 
tions, troops  on  the  river  bank.  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  on  the  third  instant,  the 
Federal  transport  Huville  was  badly  crippled 
by  Colonel  Hardeman's  regiment  and  the  rifle 
section  of  Semmes'  battery.  To-day  one  section 
attacked  the  flag-ship  Monongahela.  The  work 
is  going  on  bravely.  While  General  Green  and 
Colonel  Major  were  marching  upon  Donaldson- 
ville,  Major  Boone,  with  Waller's  battalion  and 
Pyron's  regiment,  pushed  on  to  Raceland,  and 
thence  to  the  Des  Allemands,  at  which  latter 
place  the  enemy  had  abandoned  a  piece  of  ar- 
tillery and  burned  the  railroad  bridge.  Major 
Boone,  with  his  usual  energy,  swam  some  of  his 
horses  and  pushed  on,  driving  the  enemy  from 
Boulton  station.  But  his  force  being  small,  he 
had  to  return  to  the  Des  Allemands. 

This,  Major,  covers  the  whole  field  of  opera- 
tions on  the  west  side  of  the  bay.  The  other 
part  of  the  operations,  under  the  accomplished 
and  gallant  soldier,  Colonel  Major,  will  be  found 
in  his  enclosed  report. 

The  conduct  of  General  Green,  Colonel  Major, 
Major  Hunter,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
them,  is  beyond  all  praise,  and  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  officers 
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of  my  staff  for  their  energy  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  all  the  arduous  duties  imposed  upon 
them — Major  Louis  Bush,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  ;  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Watt,  Aide-de-Camp  ; 
Captain  A.  Schruber,  Ordnance  Officer;  Major 
R.  W.  Sanders,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  and 
Captain  M.  T.  Squires,  Chief  of  Artillery,  who 
were  with  me  all  the  time.  I  will  again,  in  this 
report,  particularly  mention  Private  Alfred  Fu- 
selin,  to  whose  indomitable  energy  and  devotion 
to  duty  I  owe  mostly  the  successful  collecting  of 
boats  for  Major  Hunter's  expedition. 

Accompanying  this  report  please  find  those 
of  General  Green,  Colonel  Major,  and  Major 
Hunter. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOUTON. 

Brigadier-General,  commanding. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,  ) 
THIBODEAUXVILLE,  July  6, 1863.         j 

The  zeal,  energy,  and  ardor  manifested  by 
Brigadier-General  Mouton,  commanding  forces 
south  of  Red  River,  merit  the  highest  praise. 
The  conduct  of  Brigadier-General  Green  fully 
justified  the  high  expectations  which  I  had 
formed,  based  upon  the  previous  services  of 
this  officer  in  the  field,  under  my  own  obser- 
vations. 

R.  TAYLOR. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  MAJOR. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  ) 
NEAR  NAPOLEONVTLLE,  June  30,  1863.       / 

Major  Lewis  Bush,  A.  A.  G. : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade 
since  June  tenth,  pursuant  to  orders  received 
from  your  headquarters,  dated  eighth  instant : 

I  left  Washington  on  the  tenth,  and  arrived 
at  Morgan's  Ferry,  on  the  Atchafalaya,  on  the 
eleventh.  I  was  detained  there  one  day,  in 
making  preparations  to  cross  the  river,  the  en- 
tire command,  owing  to  conflicting  orders,  not 
arriving  until  the  fourteenth,  and  on  the  fifteenth 
I  moved  for  Hermitage ;  arrived  within  five 
miles  the  same  night,  found  the  bridge  burned 
across  Bayou  Seria,  halted  until  daylight,  then 
moved  on  Waterloo,  four  miles  above  Hermit- 
age. The  enemy  were  reinforced  from  Banks' 
army  at  Port  Hudson.  I  made  demonstrations 
of  an  attack  during  the  day ;  at  night  drove  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and,  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness, withdrew  my  force,  leaving  a  strong 
picket  force  in  the  rear,  and  moved  for  Grosse 
Tete. 

On  the  seventeenth,  went  down  Grosse  Tete 
to  Rosedale ;  fed  horses  and  men*  At  dark 
started  for  Indian  village ;  arrived  at  two  A.  M., 
on  eighteenth.  Crossed  Phillips'  regiment,  who 
made  a  dash  into  Plaquemine,  taking  eighty- 
seven  prisoners,  burning  three  fin©  steamers, 
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two  steam  flats,  one  hundred  bales  of  cotton, 
and  capturing  a  large  quantity  of  commissary 
stores. 

There  were  no  facilities  for  crossing  Bayou 
Plaquemine  ;  it  took  until  five  p.  M.  to  cross  the 
entire  brigade.  At  six  p.  M.  started  down  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  at  daylight  on  the  nineteenth 
arrived  at  Bayou  Goula.  In  marching  down 
the  river,  three  large  gunboats  passed  the 
column,  and  did  not  discover  us  ;  as  an  attack 
on  them  would  have  given  our  locality,  which  I 
was  anxious  to  conceal,  I  allowed  them  to  pass 
unmolested.  At  Bayou  Goula  took  commissary 
and  quartermaster's  stores,  destroyed  Federal 
plantations,  recaptured  over  one  thousand  ne- 

§roes,  stolen  by  Banks  from  planters  living  in 
t.  Landry  and  Rapids  parishes;  found  them 
starving  ,  and  in  great  destitution ;  kept  the 
men  and  left  women  and  children.  Heard  that 
a  Federal  force  was  intrenched  in  strong  works 
at  Donaldsonville,  and  conceiving  that  if  I  took 
the  place,  it  would  be  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  life, 
and  unable  to  hold  it  against  the  gunboats,  and 
believing  I  could  operate  to  better  advantage 
on  the  river  below  in  cutting  oft'  Banks'  supplies 
from  New  Orleans,  I  made  a  feint  on  the  fort, 
and  at  dark  sent  a  portion  of  Lane's  and  Phil- 
lips' regiments,  under  Colonel  Lane,  through 
the  swamp  direct  to  Thibodeaux,  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  the  place,  possession  of  the  rail- 
road, and  cut  the  telegraph  wires.  At  midnight 
I  withdrew  the  remaining  force,  and  moved  to 
Thibodeaux.  Found  that  the  cut-off  road  had 
been  blockaded  by  Federals,  and  pronounced 
entirely  impracticable  for  artillery.  Sent  a 
party  of  negroes,  with  a  guard,  under  Lieuten- 
ant West,  of  Semmes'  battery,  to  open  it,  and  by 
ten  o'clock  on  the  twentieth  passed  my  entire 
column  through  I  moved  on  to  the  Lafourche, 
striking  it  six  miles  below  Donaldsonville  ;  here 
made  another  feint  on  the  fort,  and  at  night 
moved  down  the  Lafourche.  At  Baincourtville 
received  a  despatch  from  Colonel  Lane,  stating 
he  had  captured  the  town,  taking  one  hundred 
and  forty  prisoners  and  a  large  amount  of  stores, 
also  a  small  force  at  Terreborme  station,  and 
that  there  was  a  force  in  a  strong  position,  with 
artillery,  at  Lafourche  crossing.  I  pushed  on 
and  arrived  at  Thibodeaux  at  3%  p.  M.,  on  the 
twenty-first.  Pickets  reported  reinforcements 
from  New  Orleans,  during  the  night,  and  at  sun 
up  reported  the  enemy  advancing.  I  posted 
Pyron's  regiment,  West's  battery,  and  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry  on  the  east  bank  of  the  La- 
fourche, and  moved  them  down  towards  the  rail- 
road bridge.  Lane,  Stone,  and  Phillips  were 
posted  at  Terrebonne  station,  and  they  were 
moved  forward  to  Lafourche  crossing.  The 
enemy  fell  back,  and  my  pursuit  was  checked  by 
one  of  the  heaviest  rains  1  ever  saw  fall ;  it 
rained  until  five  p.  M.,  and  having  only  thirty 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man  when  I  started, 
and  not  over  one  hundred  cartridge  boxes  in 
the  entire  command,  my  ammunition  was  nearly 
all  ruined,  and  I  found  myself  with  an  enemy 


in  front,- rear,  and  on  the  flank,  with  only  three 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man.  I  directed 
Pyron,  as  soon  as  it  stopped  raining,  to  strength- 
en his  pickets  and  feel  the  enemy,  find  his  posi- 
tion and  test  his  strength,  giving  him  some  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter.  He  advanced  his  pickets, 
driving  the  enemy  into  his  stronghold,  and  then 
charged  his  works,  taking  four  guns,  and  caus- 
ing a  great  many  of  the  Federals  to  surrender ; 
but  night  had  come  on,  it  was  very  dark,  the 
ammunition  nearly  all  gone,  and  just  at  that  mo- 
ment a  train  with  about  three  hundred  fresh 
men  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  and  Pyron  was 
forced  to  retire  from  a  position  won  by  a  daring 
assault,  unequalled,  I  think,  in  this  war.  Had  I 
known  his  intention  to  assault  the  works,  I 
could  have  sent  him  such  reinforcements  as 
would  have  insured  success.  Pyron's  strength 
in  the  attack  was  two  hundred  and  six,  the 
enemy's  force,  reported  by  themselves,  was  over 
one  tihousand. 

The  next  day,  twenty-second,  it  rained  again, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  dry  my  ammuni- 
tion, and  not  hearing  anything  from  our  forces 
at  Berwick's  Bay,  knowing  that  I  had  only  one 
avenue  by  which  to  connect 'with  General 
Green's  brigade,  and'  that  the  enemy  were  in- 
trenched on  the  route  at  Bayou  Boeuf,  and  at 
Brashear  City,  that  their  forces  at  those  points 
were  greater  than  mine,  besides  the  advantage 
of  position,  and  in  consequence  I  would  be 
compelled  to  cut  my  way  to  Berwick's  Bay,  un- 
less General  Green  cut  towards  me,  I  therefore 
refrained  from  attacking  with  my  whole  force, 
the  enemy  at  Lafourche  crossing,  although  I 
could  certainly  have  demolished  him  ;  and  the 
temptation  was  great  to  revenge  the  death  of 
those  gallant  men  who  fell  in  Pyron's  assault. 
I  then  gave  the  order  to  march  on  Brashear  City. 
The  movement  began  at  night-fall.  Making  de- 
monstrations of  a  night  attack,  and  opening  a 
heavy  fire  on  their  position  with  my  artillery,  I 
withdrew  my  force  and  commenced  marching  at 
nine  p.  M.,  moving  all  night.  I  arrived  at  Cha- 
chahoula  station  just  before  dawn  on  the 
twenty-third,  and  at  the  same  instant  heard, 
with  no  little  pleasure,  the  cannonade  at 
Brashear. 

I  rested  my  command  two  hours,  feeding  the 
horses  and  men,  and  arrived  at  Bayou  Boeuf  at 
4:20  P.  M.,  having  driven  in  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  for  six  miles.  I  at  once  took  possession 
of  the  east  bank,  the  enemy  being  intrenched 
on  the  opposite  bank.  Made  a  reconnoissance 
of  his  position  and  began  crossing  at  two  A.  M., 
on  the  twenty-fourth.  At  daylight,  had  Lane 
and  Stone  entirely  surrounding  the  fort,  while 
Phillips,  Pyron,  and  the  artillery  were  posted  in 
front  on  the  eastern  -bank.  Just  as  I  had  ar- 
ranged to  open  from  my  batteries,  I  discovered 
a  white  flag  flying  from  a  large 'house  near  the 
crossing,  and,  on  sending  to  inquire  the  reason, 
was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  fort  had  sur- 
rendered to  General  Mouton,  whose  advance 
was  five  miles  off  on  Bayou  Ramos — a  scouting 
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party,  under  General  Green's  intrepid  scout, 
McAnally,  being  the  only  force  of  their  com- 
mand near,  and  to  him  the  flags  were  delivered. 
The  colonel  (Federal),  however,  on  my  asking 
to  what  force  he  had  surrendered,  said  to  mine, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  portion  of  Mouton's,  who 
had  made  a  previous  demand  for  surrender,  and 
seeing  McAnally  had  sent  to  him  a  white  flag. 
I  mention  this  merely  to  show  that,  although 
the  flags  were  delivered  to  others,  the  surrender 
was  in  fact  to  my  force,  and  the  gallant  General 
Green  waived  the  honor  of  the  capture  to  me. 
The  prisoners  here  captured  were  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  four  guns,  ammunition,  small 
arms,  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores,  and 
about  three  thousand  negroes.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  gallant  band 
who  comprise  the  second  cavalry  brigade,  who, 
without  murmur,  shared  in  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  so  extended  and  rapid  a  march 
through  country  occupied  by  the  enemy,  passing 
many  sleepless  nights  and  fasting  days,  subsist- 
ing through  the  entire  march  on  one  ration  per 
day,  and  averaging  but  three  hours  of  rest  in 
every  twenty-four.  To  the  citizens  on  the  route 
I  have  to  acknowledge  many  favors,  who  gener- 
ously furnished  the  infantry  with  transportation, 
until  I  mounted  them  upon  animals  captured 
from  the  plantations  cultivated  by  the  Federal 
authorities.  This  command,  composed  of  in- 
fantry, artillery,  and  cavalry,  marched  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  miles  in  four  days,  an 
average  of  forty-four  miles  per  day ;  it  moved 
in  an  orderly  manner,  never  depredating  on 
private  property,  and  bore  their  hardships 
without  a  murmur.  It  is,  however,  with  sorrow 
that  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  the  noble 
men  who  fell  in  the  charge  under  the  gallant 
Colonel  Pyron  at  Lafourche,  and  under  Colonel 
Phillips  at  Plaquemine,  of  which  casualties  I 
will  make  a  detailed  report.  To  the  members 
of  my  staff,  Captains  Wade  and  Zacharie,  I  am 
indebted  for  a  hearty  co-operation  throughout 
the  trip.  Also  to  Lieutenant  West,  for  his 
efficiency  in  his  department.  The  services  of 
Captain  Ratcliffe,  volunteer  aid,  were  invaluable, 
owing  to  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  indefatigable  exertions.  Volunteer  aids, 
Major  McGoffin  and  Captain  Duzenberry,  also 
rendered  me  great  service. 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  P.  MAJOR, 

Colonel,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,  ) 
THIBODRAUXVILLK,  July  6, 1863.         j 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Major,  during  the 
service  herein  mentioned,  has  been  above  all 
praise.  He  has  shown  energy,  industry,  and 
capacity  which  render  him  fit  for  any  command, 
and  I  respectfully  recommend  and  request  that 
his  command  as  colonel  commanding  brigade 


may  be  made  permanent,  as  I  am  sure  the 
interests  of  the  service  and  the  country  will  be 
promoted  by  his  promotion. 

E.  TAYLOR, 
Hajor-General,  commanding. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR  SHEROD  HUNTER. 

BRASHBAR  CITY,  June  26,  1863. 

Brigadier  -  General  A.  Mouion,  commanding 
South  Red  River : 

GEITERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
the  result  of  the  expedition  placed  under  my 
command,  by  your  order,  June  twentieth,  1 863. 
In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  embarked  my 
command,  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  strong, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  June,  at 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Teche,  in  forty-eight  skiffs 
and  flats,  collected  for  that  purpose.  Proceed- 
ing up  the  Atchafalaya  into  Grand  Lake,  1 
halted  and  muffled  oars,  and  again  struck,  and 
after  a  steady  pull  of  about  eight  hours,  reached 
the  shore  in  the  rear  of  Brashear  City.  Here, 
owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of  the  country, 
we  were  delayed  some  time  in  finding  a  landing 
place,  but  at  length  succeeded,  and  about  sun- 
rise commenced  to  disembark  my  troops,  the 
men  wading  out  in  the  water  from  two  to  three 
feet  deep  to  the  shore,  shoving  their  boats  into 
deep  water  as  they  left  them,  thus  cutting  off  all 
means  of  retreat ;  we  could  only  fight  and  win. 
We  were  again  delayed  here  a  short  time  in 
finding  a  road,  but  succeeded  at  length  in  find- 
ing a  trail  that  led  us  by  a  circuitous  route 
through  a  palmetto  swamp,  some  two  miles 
across,  through  which  I  could  only  move  in 
single  file.  About  half-past  five  we  reached 
open  ground  in  the  rear  of  a  fence,  in  full  view 
of  Brashear  City,  about  eight  hundred  yards 
distant. 

I  here  halted  the  command,  and  after  resting 
a  few  minutes,  again  moved  on  under  cover  of 
a  skirt  of  timber,  until  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  position,  where  I  formed 
my  men  in  order  of  battle.  Finding  myself  dis- 
covered by  the  enemy,  I  determined  to  charge 
at  once,  and  dividing  ni}~  command  into  two 
columns,  ordered  the  left,  composed  of  Captains 
Clough  of  Green's  regiment,  McDade  of  Wal- 
ler's battalion,  Hamilton  of  Perudtree's  battal- 
ion, and  Blair  of  Second  Louisiana  cavalry,  to 
charge  the  fort  and  camp  below  and  to  the  left 
of  the  depot,  and  the  right,  composed  of  Cap- 
tains Price,  Carrington,  and  Boyce,all  of  Baylor's 
Texas  cavalry,  to  charge  the  fort  and  sugar- 
house,  above  and  on  the  right  of  the  depot, 
both  columns  to  concentrate  at  the  railroad 
buildings,  at  which  point  the  enemy  were 
posted  in  force  and  under  good  cover.  Each 
column  having  nearly  the  same  distance  to 
move,  would  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  point 
of  concentration. 

Everything  being  in  readiness,  the  command 
was  given,  and  the  troops  moved  on  with  a 
yell.  Being  in  full  view,  we  were  subjected  to 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  forts  above  and  below — 
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the  gun  at  the  sugar-house  and  gunboats  below 
— but,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  our  movements, 
it  had  but  little  effect.  The  forts  made  but  a 
feeble  resistance,  and  each  column  pressed  on 
to  the  point  of  concentration,  carrying  every- 
thing before  them.  At  the  depot  the  fighting 
was  severe,  but  of  short  duration ;  the  enemy 
surrendered  the  town. 

My  loss  is  three  killed  and  eighteen  wounded. 
That  of  the  enemy,  forty-six  killed,  forty  wound- 
ed, and  about  thirteen  hundred  prisoners. 

We  have  captured  eleven  (twenty-four  and 
thirty-two  pounder)  siege  guns.  Twenty-five 
hundred  stand  small  arms  (Enfield  and  Burn- 
Bide  rifles),  and  immense  quantities  of  quarter- 
master, commissary,  and  ordnance  stores.  Some 
two  thousand  negroes,  and  between  two  and 
three  hundred  wagons  and  carts.  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command. 
All  did  their  whole  duty  and  deserve  alike  equal 
credit  from  our  country,  for  our  glorious  and 
signal  victory. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SHEROD  HUNTER, 

Major  Baylor's  Texas  Cavalry,  commanding  Mosquito  Fleet. 

Upon  the  foregoing  report  was  the  following 
endorsement : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  WESTERN  LOUISIANA,  1 
THIBODEAUXVIIJJB,  July  6,  1863.      j 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  to  the  gallantry 
and  meritorious  services  of  Major  Hunter  and 
the  officers  commanding  the  detachments  which 
composed  his  expedition,  and  earnestly  suggest 
tha.t  they  may  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Major-General,  commanding. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  GREEN. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,     \ 
NEAR  PANCO  ON  THE  LAFOURCHE,  June  30, 1863.  J 

Brigadier- General  Moulon,  commanding : 

GENERAL  :  Early  in  this  month  I  was  ordered 
by  you  to  the  lower  Teche,  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring  the  enemy  at  Brashear,  and  to 
collect  together  and  fit  up  light  boats,  pre- 
paratory to  making  a  descent  upon  the  enemy, 
if  practicable.  While  engaged  in  the  execution 
of  these  orders,  you  came  down  and  assumed 
command,  ordering  me  to  advance  toward  the 
bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-second  instant,  in 
accordance  with  orders,  I  moved  to  Cochran's 
sugar-house  (two  miles  distant  from  the  bay), 
with  the  Fifth  Texas,  Second  Louisiana  cavalry, 
and  Waller's  battalion,  and  the  Valverde  and  a 
section  of  NicholTs  batteries  ;  leaving  our  horses 
at  that  place,  I  advanced  the  troops,  above  men- 
tioned, on  foot  before  daylight,  to  the  village 
of  Berwick,  opposite  the  enemy's  encampment. 
At  the  dawn  of  day,  finding  the  enemy  quiet 
and  asleep,  I  opened  fire  upon  them  from  the 
Valrerde  battery ;  the  first  shot  exploded  in  the 


centre  of  his  encampment,  causing  the  greatest 
confusion,  the  distance  being  only  about  nine 
hundred  yards.  We  fired  about  forty  or  fifty 
shots  from  our  battery  into  the  enemy  before 
he  replied  to  us  at  all.  The  first  shot  from  the 
enemy  was  fired  on  us  from  his  gunboat,  which 
was  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  a  short  distance  below 
our  position.  After  daylight  the  gunboat  ad- 
vanced towards  us  as  if  to  contest  with  our 
battery  the  position  we  occupied  on  the  water's 
edge,  but  a  few  shots,  well  directed  from  the 
Valverde  battery,  drove  the  boat  a  mile  below, 
where  she  opened  on  us  with  her  heavy  guns  ; 
about  the  same  time  several  batteries  from  the 
opposite  shore  opened  on  us  ;  the  shot  of  the 
enemy  was  so  well  directed  that  we  found  it 
necessary  several  times  to  shift  the  position  of 
our  guns  and  caissons.  The  heavy  gun  on 
shore,  which  first  opened  fire  on  us  from  the 
principal  fort  above  Brashear,  with  the  garrison 
of  that  fort,  was  brought  down  nearly  opposite 
my  position,  and  opened  fire  on  me  with  the 
running  of  the  gunboat,  and  drawing  out  this 
heavy  gun  and  most  of  the  garrison  from  Fort 
Buchanan,  left  the  waters  above  free  to  the  ap- 
proach of  Major  Hunter's  command,  in  our  little 
flotilla,  to  Tiger  Island. 

Major  Hunter,  who  had  moved  under  your 
orders,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Teche,  during  the 
night  of  the  twenty-second,  on  board  our  mos- 
quito fleet,  landed,  uriperceived  and  unsuspected 
by  the  enemy,  above  their  defences,  and  making 
his  way  through  the  swamp,  about  seven  o'clock, 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-third,  attacked 
the  enemy  in  his  rear,  while  I  was  occupying 
him  in  front,  completely  surprising  and  routing 
him.  The  enemy  surrendered  the  defences  and 
the  town  of  Brashear,  to  Major  Hunter,  about 
half-past  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-third.  Major  Hunter's  command  con- 
sisted of  about  three  hundred  men  from  Bay- 
lor's, the  Fifth  Texas,  and  Wallar's  battalion, 
and  Second  Louisiana  cavalry  (picked  men). 
After  crossing  a  part  of  the  troops,  I  was 
ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  the  Boeuf. 
During  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  had 
quite  an  animated  skirmish  with  him  at  the 
Ramos,  where  he  had  burnt  both  the  railroad 
and  public  bridges,  and  was  well  fortified  on 
the  east  bank ;  but  finding  that  I  had  flanked 
him  with  a  part  of  my  command,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Boeuf,  he  hastily  retreated.  I  threw  a 
small  detachment  over  the  Ramos,  on  the  night 
of  the  twenty-third,  and  moved  them  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  enemy,  on  the  Boeuf;  Colonel 
Major's  command  being  behind  the  enenjy,  and 
it  being  difficult  for  him  to  escape  (about  four 
hundred  strong)  surrendered  to  us  about  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth. 
Our  troops,  during  the  three  days'  campaign, 
did  their  duty  with  great  alacrity,  and  behaved 
with  gallantry  on  ail  occasions. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  GREEN, 

Brigadier-General,  commanding  First  cavalry  brigade. 
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Doc.  68. 
THE  FIGHT  AT  KOGERSVILLE,  TENN. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  SAM  JONES. 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  W.  VIRGINIA  AND  E.  TENNESSEE,  ) 
DUBLIN,  December  11, 1863.     j 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen- 
eral C.  S.  A.,  Richmond  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  with 
this,  the  reports  of  Major-General  R.  Ransom, 
Jr.,  and  his  subordinate  commanders,  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  enemy  near  Rogersville,  Tennessee, 
and  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  John  Echols 
and  subordinate  commanders  of  the  battle  at 
Droop  Mountain,  in  Pocahontas  county,  Virginia. 
Both  of  these  aifairs  occurred  on  the  same  day, 
the  sixth  ultimo. 

The  affair  at  Rogersville  was  a  complete  suc- 
cess, and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  officers  and 
men  concerned.  The  affair  at  Droop  Mountain 
was  by  no  means  so  disastrous  as  at  first  report- 
ed. Our  troops  eeem  to  have  contended  gallant- 
ly against  vastly-  superior  numbers,  and,  though 
driven  from  the  field,  the  artillery  and  trains 
were  brought  off  and  secured ;  and  the  enemy 
seems  to  have  been  so  severely  punished  as.  to 
deter  him  from  pushing  on  and  following  up  the 
advantage  he  had  gained.  After  a  long  and 
fruitless  march  he  retreated,  having  suffered 
heavier  loss  than  he  inflicted.  I  was  in  Ten- 
nessee when  Brigadier-General  Echols  informed 
me  of  the  movement  of  the  enemy  through  Po- 
cahontas, and  I  reached  Dublin  on  the  sixth 
ultimo,  about  the  hour  the  firing  commenced 
at  Droop  Mountain.  I  met  Brigadier-General 
Echols'  command  on  Salt  Pond  Mountain.  It 
was  promptly  supplied  with  the  necessary 
arms  and  clothing,  and  in  four  days  moved 
back  and  reoccupied  the  points  it  had  occu- 
pied before  the  engagement  of  the  sixth  ul- 
timo. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major -General,  commanding  Department. 
REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  RANSOM. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  S.  W.  VIRGINIA  AND  E.  TENNESSEE  \ 
CAMP  NEAR  BLOUNTVILLE,  TENN.,  Nov.  14, 1863.     J 

Major  C.  S.  Stringfellow,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  Dublin,  Va. : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Jones  and  Colonel  Giltner, 
relative  to  both  attacks  upon  the  enemy  at 
Rogersville.  General  Jones  has  supplied  copies 
of  my  letters  to  him,  and  they  accompany  his 
report.  Colonel  Ghruer's  report-  was  sent  to 
General  Jones  for  endorsement.  I  enclose  both 
the  note  of  my  adjutant-general  to  General 
Jones  and  his  reply  to  him.  Also,  my  letter  of 
instructions  to  Colonel  Giltner. 

I  regret  that  there  should  be  any  discrepancies 
in  the  two  reports,  but  I  am  satisfied  they  are 
not  irreconcilable.  It  was  intended  for  the  at- 
tacks by  both  brigades  to  be  independent,  but 


simultaneous,  and,  of  course,  when  the  two 
forces  came  together,  the  senior  officer  was  to 
be  in  command  of  the  whole.  I  did  not  intend 
to  unite  the  brigades,  as  my  instructions  show. 
The  result  of  the  expedition  is  the  best  proof 
that  it  was  conducted  well,  and  I  am  unwilling 
to  create  or  sustain  bickering  or  jealousy,  when 
there  should  be  mutual  good  feeling.  General 
Jones  was  verbally  instructed  to  change  the 
point  of  crossing  the  river  if,  upon  fuller  infor- 
mation, it  should  become  advisable.  The  first 
report  gave,  as  captured,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners,  four  pieces  of  artillery,  sixty 
wagons,  and  ojie  thousand  animals.  About 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  prisoners  ar- 
rived ;  the  artillery,  as  at  first  reported,  thirty- 
two  wagons  and  three  ambulances.  The  regi- 
mental colors  arid  one  garrison  flag  are  in  my 
hands.  One  regimental  flag  was  captured,  but 
in  some  way  lost. 

I  regret  that,  up  to  this  time,  I  have  been  un- 
able to  have  accounted  for  more  than  about 
three  hundred  animals,  all  told.  I  much  fear 
they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  men,  and 
have  been  sent  off  and  sold.  There  is  no  other 
reasonable  conclusion. 

The  affair  was  a  decided  success,  and  I  have 
thanked  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM,  JR., 

Brigadier-General. 


REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  W.  E.  JONES. 

HEADQUARTERS  JONES'  BRIGADE, 
NEAR  CARTER'S  STATION,  TENNESSEE, 
November  13,  1863. 

Major  T.  Rowland,  A.  A.   G.,  District  8.  W. 

Va.  and  East  Tennessee  : 
MAJOR  :  In  accordance  with  enclosed  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters,  district  of  south-west- 
ern Virginia  and  East  Tennessee,  my  command 
rendezvoused  at  Bauckman's  Ford  on  the  fourth 
instant.  On  inquiry,  finding  if  it  crossed  here 
there  would  be  danger  of  alarming  the  enemy, 
I  deemed  it  best  to  cross  near  Spurgeon's  mi'l, 
and  camped  for  the  night  a  few  miles  below. 
Moving  early  next  morning,  the  command  halted 
at  Easly's,  on  Horse  Creek,  five  miles  from 
Kingsport,  and  fed  the  horses.  From  this  point 
I  communicated  with  Colonel  Giltner,  near  noon, 
my  intention  to  execute  the  original  plan  of 
attack.  Arriving  seventeen  miles  from  Rogers 
ville,  on  the  Beach  Creek  road,  near  dark,  we 
halted  to  feed  and  cook  rations.  Here  it  was 
ascertained  the  road  leading  to  Smith's  and 
Dodson's  Fords  ran  within  six  miles  of  the, 
camps  of  the  enemy.  It  was  also  ascertained 
both  fords  were  difficult  and  dangerous,  and 
the  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  To  reach  the 
point  assigned  me  by  the  hour  designated,  re 
quired  me  to  cross  the  Hols  ton  before  daylight 
By  intricate  mountain  paths,  exacting  the  ut 
most  care  on  the  part  of  all,  we  reached  Long's 
shoals,  twelve  miles  above  Rogersville,  and 
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crossed  in  safety.  Reaching  the  old  stage  road, 
nothing  could  be  heard  of  Colonel  G-iltner's  com- 
mand, but  I  determined  to  turn  the  position  of 
the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Creek,  by  way 
of  the  Carter's  Valley  road,  my  bri'rn  !e  crossing 
the  old  stage  road  for  this  purpose.  Soon  a 
messenger  overtook  me  with  tidings  of  Colonel 
Giltner,  also  reporting  about  one  hundred  Fed- 
eral Tennessee  home  guards  at  Kincael's.  Push- 
ing ahead  part  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  cavalry 
to  surround  and  capture  this  force,  they  en- 
countered near  where  the  home  guards  were 
expected  a  scout  of  fifty  men  from  the  Second 
Tennessee  Federal  regiment.  The  attack  was 
made  with  such  vigor  that  but  seventeen  men 
of  this  force  escaped  this  onset. 

Moving  on  briskly  to  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  the  Eighth  regiment  turned  east  on  the 
old  stage  road,  and  took  position  on  the  first 
eminence.  As  it  was  now  long  after  Colonel 
Giltner  should  have  made  his  attack,  and  no 
engagement  could  be  heard,  I  felt  assured  the 
enemy  must  have  made  his  escape,  but  moved 
the  Eighth  across  the  river  road  from  Big  Creek 
to  Dodson's  Ford,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  fugi- 
tives. The  men  of  the  Twenty-seventh  battalion 
Virginia  cavalry,  under  Captain  J.  B.  Thompson, 
were  ordered  to  charge  into  Rogersville,  and  in 
do  doing  captured  upwards  of  one  hundred 
prisoners  and  some  army  supplies.  For  the 
same  reason  the  Eighth  was  ordered  to  the 
river  road.  Colonel  Witcher  was  ordered  with 
his  own  and  the  Thirty-seventh  battalion  of 
Virginia  cavalry  to  Smith's  Ford.  The  Thirty- 
sixth  battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  held  in 
reserve  near  town,  and  the  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment Virginia  cavalry  in  the  position  first  held 
by  the  Eighth  regiment.  The  Twenty-seventh 
battalion  Virginia  cavalry  was  ordered,  after  the 
captures  in  Rogersville,  by  the  railroad  to  the 
river.  After  these  dispositions  had  been  made, 
a  party  of  fifty-five  home  guards  (Federals)  at- 
tacked the  town  from  the  west,  but  were  easily 
dispersed  by  a  small  party  under  Lieutenant  W. 
M.  Hopkins,  A.  D.  C. 

After  all  the  prisoners  had  been  collected  and 
marched  out  east  of  the  town,  the  wagons 
loaded,  hitched  to,  and  driven  to  the  forks  of 
the  main  roads,  was  heard  the  first  firing  in  the 
direction  of  Big  Creek.  The  Twenty-first  regi- 
ment was  immediately  ordered  up  the  old  stage 
road,  with  directions  to  be  guided  by  the  firing 
and  to  join  in  the  battle.  The  Thirty-sixth 
battalion  was  ordered  up  from  town,  and  all  the 
other  commands  were  recalled  in  haste.  The 
old  stage  road  being  open,  the  Twenty-first 
having  moved  across  towards  the  river,  a  party 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  enemy 
attempted  to  escape  towards  Rogersville,  but 
were  intercepted  and  all  captured  by  the  timely 
arrival  of  Witcher's,  Claiborne's,  and  Smith's 
commands. 

By  this  time  firing  had  ceased  in  front,  and  I 
felt  assured  of  the  surrender  of  the  enemy,  as 
proved  to  be  the  case.  Two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  prisoners  were  taken  by  my  brigade 


acting  alone.  The  Eighth  Virginia  took  nine 
wagons  and  teams,  seven  of  which  were  se- 
cured. The  remainder  of  the  command  took 
three  wagons  and  two  ambulances,  all  of  which 
were  secured. 

From  Colonel  Gomes'  report,  it  will  be  seen 
the  roads  west  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
were  held  by  the  Eighth  Virginia  cavalry,  and 
a  large  part  of  the  five  hundred  and  fifty-six 
prisoners  taken  here  were  taken  by  the  Eighth, 
and  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner. Had  Colpnel  Giltner  made  a  prompt  and 
bold  attack  that  would  have  discovered  the 
position  of  the  enemy  before  my  dispositions 
were  made  under  the  impression  of  his  having 
abandoned  his  position,  it  is  believed  none 
would  have  escaped.  The  unaccountable  delay 
doubtless  has  proved  very  detrimental  to  our 
interests. 

To  Captain  McKinney,  of  General  Jackson's 
staff;  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Watterson,  clerk  of  my 
brigade  quartermaster  ;  and  to  Mr.  Phipps,  and 
other  guides,  my  thanks  are  especially  due  for 
their  activity,  energy,  and  judgment  on  this 
occasion.  To  Lieutenant  W.  M.  Hopkins,  of 
my  personal  staff,  I  am  under  great  obligations 
for  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

W.  E.  JONES, 

Brigadier-General. 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GILTNER. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALBT  BRIGADK,  NEAR        ) 
KINGSPORT,  TENNESSEE,  November  10,  1863.  J 

Major  T.  Rowland,  A.  A.  G.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my 
command  during  the  recent  expedition  into  the 
enemy's  lines : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  district  headquar- 
ters, I  moved  out  of  Kingsport  at  six  p.  M.,  on 
the  fifth  instant.  You  are  already  furnished  with 
the  general  order  containing  the  different  corps 
of  the  command,  and  their  order  of  march.  The 
whole  force  did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred,  as 
the  return  of  my  Adjutant-General  for  that  day 
exhibits.  Such  was  the  secrecy  with  which  the 
.novement  was  conducted  that  not  only  the  citi- 
zens, but  the  officers,  had  no  idea  of  its  con- 
templation until  it  had  progressed  considera- 
bly towards  its  execution.  Some  delay  occurred 
in  crossing  the  river,  on  account  of  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  and  the  difficult  passage  of  the 
lorses  and  artillery  over  a  bad  ford.  All  was, 
however,  soon  in  order,  and  the  march  contin- 
ued in  a  cold,  chilling  rain,  without  further  ob- 
stacle until  we  were  unexpectedly  halted  by  the 
passage  of  Brigadier-General  Jones'  brigade 
across  our  road  to  the  Carter's  Valley  road  upon 
our  right.  I  did  not  see  General  Jones,  bill 
earned  from  his  staff  officer  that  this  change 
n  the  original  plan  was  rendered  necessary  by 
:he  impracticability  of  the  road  to,  and  across 
the  river,  at  the  ford  he  proposed  at  first  to 
cross. 
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As  soon  as  General  Jones'  brigade  had  crossed 
I  moved  on  slowly,  intending  to  halt  a  short 
time  at  SurguinsvUle,  in  order  to  give  General 
Jones  time  to  reach  the  enemy's  flank  and  rear, 
before  attacking  him  in  front.  But  just  as  my  ad- 
vance reached  Surguinsville,  it  was  fired  upon 
by  a  scouting  party  of  the  enemy  which  had 
reached  there  that  morning  (now  four  and  a  half 
o'clock  A.  M.),  as  I  afterwards  learned.  I  com- 
municated this  fact  to  General  Jones.  The  en- 
emy, about  thirty  in  number,  retired  precipi- 
tately on  being  pressed  by  a  squadron  of  the 
First  Tennessee,  which  constituted  my  advance. 
On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  Big  Creek, 
where  the  enemy  were  understood  to  be  en- 
camped, we  came  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  in 
a  strong  position,  and,  though  not  discovering 
more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty,  furnished  rea- 
son for  the  suspicion  of  a  larger  force  masked 
behind  the  ridge  and  under  cover  of  dense 
pine  thickets.  Some  time  was  consumed  in  re- 
vealing their  intention  and  force,  by  throwing 
forward  flanking  and  skirmishing  parties,  before 
which  they  again  retired.  We  moved  forward 
without  delay,  and  on'  approaching  Big  Creek 
discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  act  of 
crossing  at  Russell's  Ford.  Colonel  Carter  (First 
Tennessee)  was  sent  at  double-quick  to  cut 
them  off,  which  he  did  in  most  gallant  style. 
Being  cut  off  from  the  ford,  the  enemy  took  a 
strong  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  Big 
Creek,  where  they  had  been  encamped.  Leav- 
ing one  section  of  Phillips'  battery,  supported 
by  three  companies  of  the  Second  East  Tennes- 
see mounted  infantry  at  Russell  House,  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  their  position,  and  on 
this  side  of  Big  Creek,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trim- 
ble (Tenth  Kentucky)  and  Major  Parker  (Fourth 
Kentucky)  were  brought  forward  and  dis- 
mounted in  five  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  this 
section,  and  moved  up.  The  men  all  went  for- 
ward with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  making  no 
halt  for  balls,  shells,  or  bullets.  Colonel  Carter, 
after  intercepting  their  retreat  by  the  ford, 
turned  upon  these  two  guns,  and,  advancing  by 
a  shorter  route,  was  the  first  to  reach  them,  cap- 
turing, at  the  same  time,  a  large  number  of  wag- 
ons, which  had  moved  out  to  cross  the  river. 
Without  halting  a  simultaneous  advance  was 
made  by  the  three  regiments  (Tenth  Kentucky, 
First  Tennessee,  and  Fourth  Kentucky)  across 
Big  Creek  (which,  though  deep  and  rapid, 
proved  no  obstacle)  and  up  the  hill,  on  which 
was  posted  their  other  section  of  artillery,  sup- 
ported by  their  main  force. 

At  this  time,  Captain  Lowry's  battery  (de- 
tained by  difficult  roads)  arrived  upon  the  field, 
and  engaged  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  deliver- 
ing its  fire  most  effectually.  Immediately  on 
crossing  the  creek  our  forces  encountered  the 
enemy  in  a  chosen  position,  where,  after  an 
hour's  sharp  conflict,  they  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing the  other  section  of  Phillips'  battery  and 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  (450)  of  the  enemy. 
The  remainder  endeavored  to  effect  their  es- 
cape by  precipitate  flight  Here  I  ordered  for- 


ward Major  Clark,  Sixteenth  Georgia,  and  Col 
onel  Slemp,  Sixty-fourth  Virginia,  whom  I  had 
held  in  reserve,  mounted,  and  sent  them  at 
double-quick  to  pursue  and  overhaul  the  fugi- 
tives, which  was  done  in  the  most  praiseworthy 
manner,  the  Sixteenth  Georgia  following  them 
across  the  river,  and  the  Sixty-fourth  to  Rogers- 
ville.  A  party  of  these  endeavoring  to  escape 
by  a  lower  ford,  was  met  by  the  Eighth  Virginia, 
of  General  Jones'  command,  and  most  of  them 
captured.  In  all  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners  were  taken  by  the  forces  under  my 
command,  four  brass  six-pounder  James  guns 
(Company  M,  Second  Illinois  light  artillery),  some 
thirty  wagons  loaded  with  all  manner  of  quar- 
termaster and  commissary,  medical,  and  ord- 
nance stores,  together  with  ah1  their  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  the  horses  and  arms,  of  the 
prisoners,  all  the  papers  appertaining  to  the 
AdjutankGeneral's  department,  containing  most 
valuable  information,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

As  already  mentioned,  our  forces  did  not  ex- 
ceed twelve  hundred,  of  which  not  more  than 
six  hundred  were  engaged  actively.  The  forces 
of  the  enemy  (commanded  by  Colonel  Israel 
Garrard,  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry)  consisted  of 
Second  East  Tennessee  mounted  infantry,  about 
full ;  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  five  hundred  and 
eighty  strong,  and  Phillips'  battery,  all  compos- 
ing half  of  Colonel  James  P.  T.  Carter's  brigade 
(Third  brigade  cavalry,  Fourth  division,  Twenty- 
third  army  corps).  Colonel  Garrard,  command- 
ing, escaped  with  the  first  who  crossed  the  river. 
One  Major,  several  Captains,  and  one  acting  Ad- 
jutant-General, were  among  the  prisoners.  Our 
loss  will  not  exceed  ten  killed  and  wounded. 
The  enemy's  about  twenty-five  or  thirty.  Seven 
wounded  were  paroled  and  left  in  charge  of  a 
Surgeon. 

Every  exertion  was  used  to  secure  all  the 
captures,  and  the  artillery  and  about  thirty 
wagons  were  brought  off  safely,  but  owing  to  a 
want  of  harness  for  the  teams,  two  caissons 
and  some  twenty  wagons  were  disabled  and 
abandoned. 

It  was  my  intention  to  retire  to  where  I  could 
find  a  good  position  and  obtain  forage,  and  re- 
main until  everything  valuable  was  secured  and 
sent  to  the  rear  But  General  Jones  coming  up, 
ordered  me  to  fall  back  that  night  beyond  the 
river,  which  was  accomplished  by  nine  A.  M. 
the  next  morning. 

Two  stands  of  colors  captured  by  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  were  sent  up  this  morning. 
One  captured  by  the  Tenth  Kentucky,  was  de- 
livered to  you  by  Brigadier-General  Jones,  and 
another  taken  by  the  First  Tennessee,  was  after- 
wards stolen  from  the  regimental  wagon. 

No  discrimination  can  be  made  in  the  gallan- 
try of  troops,  where  every  corps  commanded 
the  admiration  of  its  officers,  and  the  gratitude 
of  their  country.  Their  soldierly  bearing  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  furnishes  a  just  cause 
for  pride,  and  receives  the  unqualified  approba- 
tion of  their  commander.  Those  actively  en- 
gaged, and  those  held  in  check,  manifested  alike 
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an  equal  willingness,  even  anxiety,  to  discharge 
their  full  duty  as  soldiers,  even  the  most  danger- 
ous. Any  discrimination  among  individuals 
would  be  invidious,  and  no  one  is  slighted 
when  it  is  asserted  that  all  (with  a  trifling  ex- 
ception) may  remember  their  actions  that  day 
with  a  just  pride. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  Colonel  Heiskell, 
volunteer  aid,  Captain  Flusser,  acting  aid,  and 
Captain  Guerrant,  A.  A.  G.,  for  invaluable  ser- 
vices on  the  field,  and  throughout  the  expedi- 
tion. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  GILTNER, 

Colonel,  commanding  Brigade. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  COMES. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTH  VIRGINIA  CAVALRY,  \ 
November  13, 1863.         J 

Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Jones, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade  : 

GENERAL  :  At  your  request,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighth 
Virginia  cavalry  at  Rogersville,  on  the  sixth 
instant.  After  a  forced  march  of  twenty-four 
hours,  my  regiment  arrived  at  and  crossed  the 
Holston  River,  near  Rogersville.  At  this  point 
I  was  ordered  across  the  country,  on  a  by  road, 
to  the  Carter's  Valley  road,  at  a  point  some 
eight  miles  above  the  town,  and  there  await  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Giltner.  I  had  not  waited 
but  a  few  minutes,  when  I  was  informed  by 
you  that  Colonel  Giltner  was  moving  on  the 
road  between  me  and  the  river.  At  this  junc- 
ture, being  informed  by  you  that  there  was  a 
company  of  cavalry  on  picket,  some  four  miles 
in  advance  of  me,  I  threw  forward  Company  E, 
of  this  regiment,'  with  instructions,  when  they 
arrived  at  the  enemy's  pickets,  to  charge  down 
upon  them,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  them  to 
reach  Rogersville,  to  give  the  alarm.  This 
order  was  carried  out  to  the  letter,  not  one  of 
the  enemy  being  permitted  to  enter  the  town  ; 
Company  E,  led  by  Captain  H.  C.  Everett,  hav- 
ing captured  some  forty  of  them,  dispersed  the 
remainder  of  them  in  the  woods.  Meeting  with 
no  further  obstruction,  my  command  was  moved, 
by  your  direction,  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
enemy,  on  a  road  leading  to  a  ferry  below 
Rogersville.  Whilst  moving  my  command 
through  the  woods  (the  undergrowth  is  very 
dense  at  this  point),  I  found  myself  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  wagon  train  of  the  enemy, 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  rear — their  pickets 
being  already  driven  in  from  the  front  by  Colonel 
Giltner.  Finding  the  enemy's  wagon  train 
about  to  move,  I  ordered  my  command  to  charge 
the  guard,  composed  of  about  seventy-five  or 
eighty  men,  which  they  did,  capturing  the 
whole  of  the  wagon  train  and  nearly  all  of  the 
guard. 

I  then  immediately  moved  on  with  my  regi- 
ment, and  soon  found  myself  closely  engaged 
with  the  main  force  of  the  enemy.  I  immedi- 
ately posted  my  command  behind  a  fence  and 


on  a  wooded  hill-side,  in  easy  range  of  the 
enemy's  camp,  where  we  remained,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  about  fifteen  minutes.  The  enemy 
were  about  to  charge  my  position  when  Colonel 
Giltner  commenced  the  action  in  front,  which 
appeared  to  disconcert  the  enemy  so  much  that, 
although  they  made  an  effort,  in  considerable 
force,  to  dislodge  me,  they  were  quickly  re- 
pulsed, and  driven  back  on  their  former  posi- 
tion. Colonel  Giltner  attacking  vigorously  about 
this  time,  the  enemy  threw  down  their  arms 
and  fled  in  every  direction.  Large  numbers  of 
them  surrendered  on  the  field,  others  were 
captured  in  squads  through  the  neighborhood. 
A  few  of  them,  however,  made  their  escape 
across  the  river. 

My  command  succeeded  in  capturing,  in  this 
affair,  upwards  of  three  hundred  prisoners,  nine 
wagons  and  teams,  loaded  with  quartermaster's 
stores,  seven  of  which  we  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing with  us.  We  also  captured  a  large  number 
of  small  arms,  saddles,  and  about  ninety  horses 
and  mules,  in  addition  to  the  mules  that  were 
attached  to  the  wagons.  The  command  was 
moved,  by  your  direction,  on  the  Carter's  Valley 
Road  creek  to  Blountville,  where  we  arrived 
safely,  on  the  eighth  instant,  bringing  with  us, 
besides  captured  property  above  mentioned, 
some  eight  hundred  prisoners.  Our  loss  in 
this  affair  is  one  killed,  and  two  or  three  slightly 
wounded. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  COMES, 

Colonel  Eighth  Virginia  cavalry 
MAJOR  ROWLAND  TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  JONES. 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  S.  W.  VIRGINIA  AND  E.  TENNESSEE,  1 
NEAR  BLOUNTVILLE,  TENN.,  November  12, 1863.         J 

Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Jones,  commanding, 

etc. : 

GENERAL:  The  Major-General  commanding 
directs  me  to  enclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner for  your  endorsement,  inasmuch  as  the  two 
brigades  were  united  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
ffair  of  the  sixth  instant.  He  requests  that 
you  forward  your  report  of  the  same  affair  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
T.  ROWLAND, 

A.  A.  G 

GENERAL  JONES  TO  MAJOR  ROWLAND. 

HEADQUARTERS  JONES'  BRIGADE,  ) 
November  13, 1863.         J 

Major  T.  Rowland,  A.  A.  G.,  District  S.  W.  Va. 

and  E.  Tenn. : 
MAJOR  :  In  reply  to  yours,  enclosing  a  report 

f  Colonel  Giltner,  relative  to  the  attack  on  the 
enemy  near  Rogersville,  the  sixth  instant,  I  can    \ 
3ay,  if  by  endorsement  you  wish  me  to  confirm 
lis  statements,  such  is  not  in  my  power.     My 

eport  will  show  you  the  affair  appears  to  me 
ri  a  different  light  from  what  it  does  to  Colonel 
Tiltner.  As  the  report  is  not  addressed  to  me, 
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and  is  not  sent  through  me,  I  presume  it  was 
not  intended  I  should  correct  errors  in  it.  I 
was  under  the  impression  I  commanded  in  this 
affair,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  Watterson  will 
show  Colonel  Giltner  was  of  the  same  opinion 
before  the  fight. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  JONES, 

Brigadier-General. 

ORDERS  OF  GENERAL  RANSOM. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  \ 

CAMP  NEAR  BLOUNTVILLE,  November  3, 1863.  j 

Brigadier- General  John  S.  Williams,  command- 
ing Cavalry  Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Kogersville  a  body  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  drop  down  the  river  with  your 
brigade,  having  pickets  at  the  fords,  cross  the 
north  fork  of  Holston,  and  attack  at  Rogersville 
at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  sixth 
instant.  Brigadier-General  W.  E.  Jones  will 
proceed  by  the  Horse  Creek  and  Beach  Creek 
Valley  roads  and  attack  simultaneously  with 
you.  Your  march,  after  getting  across  the 
North  Fork,  should  be  rapid,  and  in  the  night. 
You  can  go  a  few  miles  below  Kingsport,  so  as 
to  reach  Rogersville  easily  in  the  night  of 
Thursday  and  make  the  attack  as  directed.  No 
wagons,  except  for  ammunition,  will  be  taken. 
You  can  carry  the  battery  now  with  you  if  you 
desire  it.  Have  prepared  enough  cooked  ra- 
tions for  the  movement.  After  executing  the 
movement  and  the  attack,  you  will  return  rapidly 
to  your  present  position.  Concert  between  you 
and  Brigadier-General  Jones  will  be  necessary. 
General  Jones  has  been  directed,  after  the  at- 
tack, to  return  to  his  present  position. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RAMSOM, 
Major -General. 

Copy  of  endorsement  on  the  above  letter  : 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  S.  W.  VIRGENIA  AND  E.  TENNESSEE,  ) 
BLOUNTVILLE,  TENNESSEE,  November  4,  1863.     j 

Brigadier-General  John  S.  Williams  having 
been  relieved  of  his  command,  and  Colonel  Gilt- 
ner assigned  to  the  command  of  his  brigade, 
the  latter  officer  will  execute  the  order  herein 
conveyed. 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  1 

CAMP  NEAR  BLOUNTVILLE,  November  3, 1863.  j 

Brigadier-General  W.    E.  Jones,   commanding 

Cavalry  Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  It  is  represented  that  there  is  at 
Rogersville  a  force  of  two  or  three  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  and  it  is  desired  to  capture  that 
force.  You  will  please  collect  your  brigade, 
throwing  a  force  in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro', 
and  with  the  greater  part  proceed  to  Rogers- 


ville by  a  route  leading  up  Horse  Creek  and 
down  Beach  Creek  Valleys,  across  the  Holston  at 
one  of  the  fords  near  Rogersville,  and  attack  at 
daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  sixth  instant. 
You  will  cover  the  roads  leading  to  your  rear 
by  small  pickets,  so  as  to  convey  information 
both  to  yourself  and  to  the  infantry  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Holston,  east  of  Kingsport.  Briga- 
dier-General Williams,  commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gade, will  move,  by  way  of  Kingsport,  across  the 
North  Fork  of  Holston,  and  join  in  the  attack  at 
the  same  time  as  yourself.  After  starting  di- 
rectly for  Rogersville,  rapidity  will  be  required 
both  in  the  execution  of  the  march  and  attack, 
and  in  your  return  to  your  present  position.  I 
need  hardly  caution  you  as  to  your  left  flank. 
The  force  sent  towards  Jonesboro'  should  cover 
it,  as  well  as  check  a  direct  advance  in  that  di- 
rection. You  will  have  enough  cooked  rations 
prepared,  and  take  nothing  else,  except  ammu- 
nition. No  wagons  except  for  ammunition,  will 
taken.  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to  take  the 
battery  of  artillery  now  with  you  or  not,  as  you 
may  deem  it  best.  If  not  carried,  have  it  prop- 
erly posted,  so  as  to  do  good  service,  if  needed, 
and  not  to  be  subject  to  capture. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  RANSOM, 

Major-General. 

GENERAL  RANSOM  TO  GENERAL  JONES. 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION,  "I 

NEAR  BLOUNTVILLE,  TENN.  ,  November  3,  1863.  J 

Brigadier-General   W.  E.  Jones,  commanding 
Cavalry  Brigade : 

GENERAL  :  I  enclose  a  letter  of  instructions 
and  a  map  for  your  guidance.  I  find  the  Horse 
Creek  Valley  too  much  to  your  right.  You 
must  take  the  most  direct  road,  or  the  one  you 
think  best.  Dodson's  Ford  is  represented  to 
me  as  the  best.  I  will  send  to  you  Captain 
McKinney,  of  General  Jackson's  staff,  who 
knows  the  country  thoroughly  about  Rogers- 
ville. It  looks  as  though  it  would  rain,  and  we 
may  be  prevented  from  making  the  movement. 
Williams  will  be  relieved  to-morrow,  and  I  shall 
have  to  send  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Giltner. 

You  had  best  have  the  battery  come  to  this 
side  of  the  Holston,  and  let  me  know  where  you 
have  it. 

I  shall  move  up  towards  the  junction  of  the 
two  rivers  to-morrow,  on  the  Jonesboro'  road. 

It  may  rain  and  cause  the  river  to  rise  after 
you  get  to  Rogersville.  In  that  event  you  may 
make  your  way  out  by  Kingsport. 

Reports  from  Kingsport  and  Rogersville  rep- 
resent the  enemy  camped  on  Big  Creek,  four 
miles  above  Rogersville. 

Give  directions  so  that  your  wagons  may  not 
get  into  any  difficulty. 

If  you  can  do  so,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
come  here  to-night. 
*  *  *  *  #  *  * 

Giltner  will  have  orders  to  attack  at  the  same 
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hour  you  do,  that  is,  at  daylight  on  Friday  morn- 
ing. Neither  should  wait  for  the  other,  as  both 
have  the  same  orders. 

Yours  truly, 

K.  RANSOM, 

Major-General. 

STATEMENT  OF  W.  H.  WATTERSON. 

HEADQUARTERS  JONES'  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  Q.  M.  DEPARTMENT.  1 
November  13, 1863.     / 

Being  called  upon  by  Brigadier-General  W. 
E.  Jones  to  give  a  statement  of  my  connection 
with  the  affair  at  Big  Creek,  Hawkins  county, 
Tennessee,  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 

I  was  left  by  General  Jones  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  William  Lyons,  where  the  road  from  Low- 
ry's  Ford  crosses  the  old  stage  road,  in  order  to 
see  that  the  brigade  under  his  (General  Jones') 
command  took  the  right  road,  when  I  saw  that 
Colonel  Giltner's  column  had  arrived.  I  went 
to  the  head  of  it,  and,  while  there,  understood 
from  him  that  he  was  going  to  halt  his  brigade 
at  Surguinsville  until  he  heard  from  General 
Jones. 

This  was  concluded  upon,  I  supposed,  since 
General  Jones  had  crossed  the  river,  at  least 
fourteen  miles  from  and  above  the  ford  at  which 
it  was  intended  when  the  expedition  begun,  and 
to  have  an  understanding  as  to  the  plan  of  at- 
tack. 

When  the  rear  of  Jones'  brigade  had  passed 
the  crossing  of  the  roads,  I  hastened  on  to  inform 
General  Jones  of  Colonel  Giltner's  intention. 
I  overtook  General  Jones  about  three  miles 
from  where  he  came  into  Carter's  Valley  road, 
going  very  rapidly,  at  the  head  of  his  column. 
When  I  told  him  that  Colonel  Giltner  was  await- 
ing at  Surguinsville  to  hear  from  him,  he  seemed 
surprised,  and  ordered  me  to  go  immediately 
and  tell  Colonel  Giltner  to  move  on  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  front. 


I  started  back  to  the  first  cross-road,  and  had 
got  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  I  met  a 
courier  from  Colonel  Giltuer,  who  said  that  his 
whole  brigade  had  passed  down  the  old  stage 
road  in  a  great  hurry,  having  routed  the  Yankee 
pickets  at  Surguinsville.  I  then  hurried  to  fol- 
low on  after  General  Jones,  and  had  gone  on  the 
Carter's  Valley  road  to  within  five  miles  of 
Rogersville,  when  I  learned  that  Colonel  Giltner 
had  not  gone  on  down  further  than  C.  C.  Mil- 
ler's, eight  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  I  immedi- 
ately about-faced  and  went  back  to  the  road 
leading  from  the  Carter's  Valley  road  to  the  old 
stage  road,  coming  out  at  Mr.  C.  C.  Miller's, 
where  Colonel  Giltner  was  understood  to  be. 
When  I  turned  back  I  was  about  four  miles 
from  C.  C.  Miller's  (or  Yellow  Store),  but  when 
I  got  there  all  of  the  brigade  under  Giltner  had 
passed  along,  except  the  artillery  (Lowery's  bat- 
tery) and  the  rear  guard.  I  went  on  after  Col- 
onel Giltner,  passing  about  half  of  his  column 
(the  rear  half)  in  motion,  and  overtook  him  only 
a  few  hundred  yards  east  of  Mr.  John  Shields, 
six  miles  east  of  Rogersville.  Colonel  Giltner 
was,  at  the  time,  with  a  portion  of  two  compa- 
nies of  Colonel  Carter's  First  Tennessee  cavalry, 
together  with  Major  Goforth  and  Captain  Ful- 
kerson,  in  a  field  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road.  The  squadron  was  made  the  command  of 
Major  Goforth,  so  I  soon  after  learned.  I  deliv- 
ered General  Jones'  orders  to  Colonel  Giltner  to 
attack  as  soon  as  possible.  The  squadron  under 
Goforth  went  on  the  right  to  flank  the  move- 
ment of  the  main  column  in  its  advance  to  at- 
tack the  enemy,  who  were  understood  to  be 
about  a  mile  distant,'  on  an  elevation,  in  the 
woods  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I  think  the  at- 
tack was  made  about  nine  A.  M.,  nearly  thirty 
minutes  after  I  delivered  General  Jones'  orders 
to  Colonel  Giltner. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WA-TTERSON. 
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ing the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 

Doc.  227 

Confederate  light  battery.  Doc.  701 

Confederate  .recruits,  the.  Doc.  683 

Congress  of  the  United  States.  See 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  War,  Doc.  159 

record  of  the  military  measures  of 

1861-1865,  Doc.       1 

See  Military  Measures  of  Congress. 

Conscription  at  the  South.          Doc.  235 

COOPER,  M.  W..  report  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  New  England  Sol- 
diers' Relief  Association,  Doc.  738 

Corinth,  Miss.,  Gen.  Beauregard's 
report  of  the  evacuation  of,  and 
retreat  to  Tupelo,  Doc.  248 

Southern  official  reports  of   the 

battle  of,  Doc.  634 

official  correspondence  relating  to 
the  battle-of,  Doc.  654 

CORNTHWAITE,  L.  A.,  Acting  Master's 
Mate,  Doc.  238 

Cotton,  Gen.  Lovell's  order  for  the 
destruction  of ,  Doc.  245 

Courts-Martial,  history  of  the  bill 
relating  to.  Doc.  19 

COWAN,  EDGAR,  Senator,  Doc.      1 

Cox, ,  Col.  2d  N.C., wounded,  Doc.  740 

CRAVEN, ,  Dr.,  his  "  diary"  cor- 
rected, Doc.  594 

CRAWFORD,  S.  W.,  Gen.  See  Five 
Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  348 

CEIEDLE,  H.  M.,  Capt.,  noticed,  Doc.  279 

CKITTENDEN,  T.  L. ,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  485 

CROOK,  GEORGE,  Gen.  See  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  365 

CROSS,  J.  D.,  Major,  noticed,       Doc.  381 

CROSSLAND,  EDWARD,  CoL,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,    Doc.  716 
atVicksburg,  Doc.  700 

noticed,  Doc.  712 

Cruelties  of  war,  Doc.  725 

CRUTOHFIELD,  S.,  CoL,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Doc.  135 

Cummings'  Georgia  Brigade  at  Vicks- 
burg,  Doc.  677 

CURRY, ,  Capt.,  noticed,       Doo.  703 

CURTIS,  S.  R.,  Gen.,  at  Helena,  Ark. 

Doc.  594 

OUSTER,  G.  A.,  Gen.  See  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  365 

p,  G.  B.,  Capt.,  Doc.  119 


DAHLGREN,  JOHN  A.,  Rear- Admiral, 
report  of  operations  of  iron- 
clads at  Charleston,  S  C.,  Doc.  183 
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report  of  the  expedition  to  cut  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road, Doc.  200 
report  of  the  capture  of  the  steam- 
er Columbine,         Doc.  20%  204,  205 
Dance's  Battery,  at  Fredericksburg, 

Doc.  151 

D'AQUIN,  L.  E.,  Capt.,  death  of,  Doc.  153 
DAVIDSON,  THOMAS  J. ,  his  devotion  to 

the  sick  and  wounded,         Doc.  701 
DAVIS,  H.  C.,  Col.    See  Fort  Pillow, 

Doc.  726 

DAVIS,  JAMES  M.,  Adjutant,        Doc.  149 
DAVIS,  JEFF.  C. ,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  492 

noticed,  Doc.  479 

DAVIS.   JEFFERSON.    See   defence   of 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  Doc.  517 

promises  to  assist  Pemberton  at 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  563 

Dawson's  Battery,  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  447 

Dead  Buffalo  Lake,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of,  Doc.  231 
DBAS,  H.  A.,  Major,  noticed,        Doc.  426 
DBAS,  Z.  C.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report    of 
the    battle     of     Chickamauga, 

Doc.  425 
"  De  Kalb,"  gunboat,  sinking  of  the, 

Doc.  593 
DELANY,  J.  F.  Dr. ,  at  the  battle  of 

Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  718 

DEMONCADA,  MUNOZ,  Spanish  Consul 
at  Charleston.  S.  C.,  letter  con- 
cerning the  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton, Doc.  517 
Dent's    Battery,   at    Chickamauga, 

Doc.  414 

DESAULLES,  A.  B.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  703 

DE  SAUSSURE,  W.  D. ,  Colonel,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  148 

DESHLA,  JAMES,  Brig. -Gen.,  death  of, 

Doc.  372 
DEVEN,  CHARLES,  Gen.    See  battle  of 

Five  Forks, Va.,  Doc.  365 

DEWITT,  W.  H.,  killed,  Doc".  216 

DIBRELL,  G.  G.,  Col.,  report  of  an  ex- 
pedition into  East  Tennessee, 

Doc.  620 

DICKSON,  John  S.,  Capt. , noticed,  Doc.  718 
Disabled  Soldiers,  bill    to  facilitate 
the    discharge     of    from    the 
army,  Doc.  40 

DIXON,  J.  K.,  Lieut.,  noticed,     Doc.  683 
DOBBINS,  Arch.  S.,   Col.,  report  of 
operations  at  the  battle  of  Hele- 
na, Doc.  610 
DOBY,  A.  E.,  Lieut.,  noticed,        Doc.  147 
DOLES,  GEORGE,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of   Chancellorsville, 

Doc.  279 

DONALD,  G.  L.,  Capt.,  noticed,    Doc.  150 
DONALDSON,  SAMUEL,  Lieut.    See  Fort 

Pillow,  Doc.  726 

Donaldsonville,  La., light  at,      Doc.  753 
DONNELL,  D.  M.,  Col.,  16th  Tenn., 

noticed,  Doc.  437 

Doss,  W.  L., Major.    See  Coffeeville, 

Miss.,  Doc.  660 

DOUGLAS,  HENRY  KYD,  Capt.,  noticed, 

Doc.  273 
DRAKE,  JAMES  H.,  Col.,  Doc.  313 

DuBois, ,  Col.    (Seeluka,    Doc.  733 

DUKE,  JOHN,  Capt.,  Doc.  276 

DUNCAN,  J.  K.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  capture  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  La.  Doc.  666 

DUNCAN ,W.  P., Commissary,  noticed, 

Doc.  663 

DUNHAM,  A.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  433 

DUNHAM,  ROBERT  T.,  Capt.,  report  on 

smuggling,  Doc.  246 

Dupiere's  Zouaves,  at  the  battle  of 
Corinth.  Doc.  642 

DUPREMONT,  ,  Lieut.,  at  Baton 

Rouge,  Doc.  715 

DUVAL,  B.  T.,  Major,  noticed,      Doc.  605 
DWIGJHT,  W.   M.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  119 
DYER,  GUSTAVUS  A.,  noticed,       Doc.  599 


EARLY,  J.  A.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  109 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville, Doc.  267 
EARLY, ,  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions at  Rappahannock  Bridge, 

Doc.  740 

East  Tennessee,. official  reports,  Ste- 
venson's Expedition  into,     Doc.  618 
ECHOLS,  WILLIAM  H. ,  Maj.,  report  of 

the  defence  of  Charleston ,  Doc.  532 
ECTOR,  M.  D. ,  Gen. ,  noticed,        Doc.  590 
EDMUNDSON,  JAMES   R.,  Lieut. -Col., 
report  of  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, Va..  Doc.  155 
EDWARDS,    J.,  Col.,  report    of   the 

battle  at  Baton  Rouge,          Doc.  705 
EDWARDS,  0.  E.,  CoL,  noticed,     Doc.  306 
Edwards'  Depot,    Miss.,  battle  of, 
fought.     See   Vicksburg,    Doc. 

564,  589 

ELDER, ,  Maj.,  noticed,         Doc.  293 

ELDRIDGE,  J.  W.,  Maj.,  noticed,  Doc.  381 
ELLET,  CHARLES,  Gen.,  his  Marine  bri- 
gade at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 

591 

ELLETT,  THOMAS  E.,  Lieut.,         Doc.  718 
ELLIOTT,  LEONIDAS,  Capt.,  Doc.  691 

ELLIOTT,  STEPHEN,  JR.,  Maj.,  report  of 

the  defence  of  Charleston,  Doc.  556 
ELLIS,  C.  S.,  Private,  noticed,  Doe.  304 
ELLIS,  POWHATAN,  Capt.,  noticed, 

Doc.  661 
ELLIS,  WILLIAM  E.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  683 
Estep's    Battery,  at   Chickamauga, 

Doc.  328 
EVANS,  C.    A.,  CoL,  noticed,    Doc. 

110,  126 

EVARTS,  WILLIAM  M.,  noticed,      Doc.  738 
EVERETT'S  Battery,  at  Chickamauga, . 

Doc.  414 

EWELL.B.  S.,  Col.  See  Siege  of  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  561 
Letter  of,  in  reference  to  the  move- 
ments of  Gen.  Johnston  at  the 
time  of  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 

Doc.  594 

noticed,  Doc.  685,  6S6 

EWELL,  R.  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
operations  at  Rappahannock 
Bridge,  Doc.  740,  745 


FAGAN,  J.  F.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Helena,  Doc.  603 

See  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc.  595 

FAIN, ,  Lieut. -CoL  6th  Ga.,  Doc.  406 

FALCONER,  KTNLOCK,  Capt.,  Doc.  646 
FALL,  B.  F.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  605 
Farmington,  Term.,  account  of  the 

fight  at.   Sec  Chickamauga,  Doc.  396 
FARRELL,  W.  B.,  Capt ,  Doc.  177 

FARRON,  J.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doa  278 
FAUNTLEROY,  T.  K.,  Capt.,  Doc.  717 

FEATHERSTON,  C.  H. ,  Capt. ,          Doc.  11 7 
FEATHERSTON,  W.  J.,  Brig.-Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  Doc.  116 
at  Baker's  Creek,                     Doc.  566 
FEBIGER,  JOHN  C.,  Com.,  report  of  the 

fight  with  the  Albemarle,    Doc.  217 
FIELD,  H.  R. ,  Col.,  noticed,          Doc.  433 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  account  of  the 
operations  of  the,  at  the  battle  of 
Five  Forks,  Va.,  and  the  battle 
and  movements  preliminary  to 
it,  by  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren,    Doc.  347 
FISHER,  HORACE  N.,  at  Stone  River, 

Doc.  480 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  Gen.  G.  K.  War- 
ren's account  of  the  battle  of, 

Doc.  346,  357 

FIZBR,  JOHN  C.,  Col.,  reports  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  144 

FLETCHEB,   ,  Capt.,  13th   Ark., 

gallantry  of,  Doc.  399 


IV 
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FONTAINE,    PETER,    Lieut.,          Doc.  313 
FOLSOM,  R.  W.,  Col.,  Doc.  276 

FORD,  C.  S.,  Lieut.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Kelleysville.Va.,  Doc.  317 

FORD, ,  Capt.,  2d  Tenn.  cavalry, 

killed,  Doc.  407 

FORNEY,    JOHN   H.,    Major-Gen.,    at 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  579 

See  Pemberton's  report.  Doc.  571 

report  of  the  attack  on  Vicksburg, 

Doc.  574 
FORREST,  N.  B.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Cbickamauga.        Doc.  403 
See  C.  C.  Washburn,  Doc.  721 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Southern  re- 
port of  the  capture  of,         Doc.  694 
Fort  Hindman.    See  Helena,   Ark., 

Doc.  603,  605 
Fort  Jackson,  La.,  official  reports  of 

the  capture  of,  Doc.  666 

troops  in,  mutiny  Doc.  673 

official  correspondence  relative  to 

operations  at,  Doc.  675 

Fort  Johnson,  operations  of  the  bat- 
teries at,  during  the  attack  on 
Charleston.  S.  C.,  April.  1863, 

Doc.  534 

Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston  Harbor. 
See  Col.  William  Butler's  report, 

Doc.  526 

Fort  Pillow,  official  memoranda  in 
reference  to  the  massacre  at, 

Doc.  724,  726 
Fort  Eeiter,  Ark.,  accounts  of  the 

attack  on.    See  Helena,        Doc.  609 
Fort  St.  Philip,  official  reports  of  the 

capture  of,  Doc.  666 

Fort  Sumter,  table  of  effects  of  pro- 
jectiles on  walls  of,  during  the 
attack  of  April,  1363,  Doc.  532 

Fort  Wagner,  S.  C.,  official  reports 

of  the  attack  on,  Doc.  538 

FOSTER,  AMOS  P.,  Lieut.    See  Nanse- 

mond  River,  Doc.  243 

FOSTER,  PERRIN,  Capt.,  noticed,   Doc.  149 
FOULE,  H.  L. ,  Capt.,  noticed,        Doc.  381 
FOWLER,  H.  W.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  683 
FRANKLIN,  W.  B.,  Maj.-Gen.,  reply  to 
the  Committee  of  Congress  on 
the  conduct  of  the  War,       Doc.  159 
FREDERICK,  A.  D.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
action  of  April  7, 1863,  at  Char- 
leston, S.  C.,  Doc.  534 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Rebel  reports 

of  the  battle  of,  Doc.    88 

list  of  casualties  in  the  First  Army 

Corps,  in  the  battle  of,         Doc.    90 
casualties   ra   the   Second   Army 

Corps,  Doc.     95 

maps  of  the  battle  of,     Docs.  161,  167 
reply  of  Maj.-Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  War,  Doc.  159 
FREEMAN,  PAT.,  bravery  of,         Doc.  315 
FRENCH,  CHARLES  A.,  Lieut. ,  report  of 
the  fight  with  the  "  Albemarle," 
•  Doc.  221 

FULKERSON,  A.,  Lieut.-Col.,  63d  Ten- 
nessee, Doc.  441 
FULKERSON,  S.  C.,   BrSg.-Gen.,  Doc.  657 
FULTON,  JOHN  S.,Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  460,  415 

FUQUA,  J.  0.,  Col.,  noticed.         Doc.  703 
FYFFE,  JOSEPH  P.,  Lieut.    See  Nanse- 
moiid  River,  Doc.  244 


GATLXARD,  F.,  Maj.,  referred  to,  Doc.  119 
GALVS,  J.  U.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  681 
GALES,  SEATON,  Capt.,  Doc.  285 

GAMBLE, ,  Mrs.,  killed  at  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  712 
CAREER,  A.  W.,  Lieut. ,  noticed,  Doc.  127 
GARDNER,  FRANK,  Gen.,  at  Port  Hud- 
son, Doc.  590 
noticed,                                    Doc.  594 
GARFIELD,  J.  A.,  Gen.,  order  in  refer- 
ence to  Southern  barbarity,  Doc.  236 
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letter  to  Gen.  Rosecrans,  answer- 
ing questions  propounded  to  the 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, June  8,  1863,          Doc.  317 
at  Chidtamauga,  Doc.  331 

GARNETT.  R.  B.,  Brig.-Gen.,  noticed, 

Doc.  657 

GARNETT,  T.  S.,  Col.,  at  Chancellors- 
ville,  Doc.  271 

GATES, ,  Brig. -Gen.    See  Corinth, 

Dec.  640 

GEORGE,  J.  E.,  Capt.,  noticed,     Doc.  333 
Georgia  Volunteers.    See  Doc.  110 

Gettysburg,  Pa.,  reports  of  the  bat- 
tle of,  Doc.  177 
John  W.   Plummer's  account  of 

the  battle,  Doc.  178 

GIBBON,  J.  A.,  Lieut.,  noticed,     Doc.  286 
GIBSON,  R.   L.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,         Doc.  472 
GILLMORE,  Q.  A.,  Gen.     See  Charles 

ton,  Doc.  185 

GILLESPIE,  JAMES  T.,   Capt.,    killed, 

Doc.  442 

GILLUM, ,  Capt.,  5th  Ky.,  at  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  Doc. 706 
GILMER,  HARRY,  Major,  noticed, 

Docs.  312,  315 

GILMER,  J.  N. ,  Lieut.,  noticed,     Doc.  442 
GILTNER,  H.  8.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
fight  at  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Doc.  758 

GIRAULT,    ,  Col.,    A.    A.  Gen., 

noticed,  Doc.  711 

GIST,  S.  R.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,         Doc.  417 
noticed,  Doc.  590 

GLASSELL,  W.  S.,  Lieut.    See  Defence 

of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  Doc.  535 

GODWIN,  A.  C.,  Col.,  Doc.  103 

GOING,  J.  A.,  private,  noticed,    Doc.  653 
GOODWIN,  E. ,  Lieut.-Col. ,    Report  of 

the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,    Doc.  718 
noticed,  Doc.  713,  718 

GOODRICH,  SAMUEL,  bravery  of,  Doc.  333 
GOOLAH,  ERNST,  bravery  of,  noticed, 

Doc.  647 

GORDON,  A.  M.,  Major,  death  of,  Doc.  303 
GORDON,  G.  H.,  Gen.,    Report  of  the 
capture  of  the  steamer  Colum- 
bine, Doc.  200,  203 
Gordon's  Mill,  Tenn.,  fight  at,     Doc.  327 
GOVAN,  A.  R.,  Capt.,  Report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va, 

Doc.  143 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc.  465 
GRACIE,  A. ,  Brig.-Gen.,  Report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga          Doc.  441 

GRACIE, ,  Lieut. ,  at  Vicksburg, 

Doc.  710 
GRANGER,  GORDON,  Gen.,   noticed, 

Doc.  336 

GRANT,  ULYSSES  S.,  Gen.,  thanks  of 
Congress  to,  with  order  for  a 
medal,  Doc.  51 

See  battle  of  Five  Forks,  Va., 
See  Pemberton's  report  of  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  575 
See  Corinth,                               Doc.  634 
noticed,                             Doc.  580,  588 
GRAVES,  C.  W.,  Capt.,  noticed,    Doc.  117 
GRAVES,  R.  E.,  referred  to,          Doc.  386 
GREEN,  C.  G.,  Capt.,  noticed,        Doc.  279 
GREEN,  MARTIN  E., Brig. -Gen.,  at  the 

battle  of  Baker's  Creek,        Doc.  566 
Report  of  the  Battle  of  Corinth, 

Doc.  647 

THOMAS,  Brig.-Gen. ,  report  of 
operations  in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Doc.  750,  756 
Green  well  Springs  road,  La.,  fight 

near,  Doc.  699 

GREGG,     MAXCY,    Brig.-Gen.         See 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  563 

GRICE,  W.  L.,  Lieut. ,  noticed,     Doc.  276 
GRIFFIN,  Charles,  Gen.    See  battle  of 

Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  349 

GRIMES,    JAMES   W.,    Senator    from 

Iowa,  noticed,  Doc.  1 

Guerrillas,  bill  for  the  more  speedy 
punishment  of,  Doc.  68 


Habeas  Corpus,  suspension  of  the, 
at  the  South,  with  rules  of  the 
War  Department  in  reference 
thereto,  Doc.  227 

HABERSHAM,    J.    C.,    Aid,          Doc.  419 
HALDEMAN,  P.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  333 

HALE,    JOHN    P.,  Senator,          Doc.      1 
HALE,  S.,  Maj.,  A.  A.  A.  G.,         Doc.  Ill 
HALL,  BOLLING,  JR.,  Lieut.,         Doc,  441 
HALL,  E.  D. ,  Col.,  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  Cooke's  Brigade  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.   Va., 

Doc.  121 
report  of   the    battle  of  Bristoe 

Station,  Doc.  616 

HALL,  JOHN  G.,  Lieut.-Col.,        Doc.  437 
HALL,  J.  H.,  Capt.,  Doc.  433 

HALL,  J.  M.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellors ville,        Doc.  306 
HALLECK,H.  W.,  Gen.,  noticed,  Doc. 

169,  249 

HALSEY,  D.  P.,  Capt.,  Doc.  283 

HAMILTON,  D.  H.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chancellorsville,   Doc.  307 
report  of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  Doc.  128 
HAMILTON,  WILLIAM  B. ,  of  Miss. ,  Doc.  701 
HANCE,  W.  W.,  Capt.,  Doc.  147 
HANKINS,  A.  T.,  Maj.,  Doc.  430 
Hankinson's  Ferry,  Miss.,  fight  at. 

See  Pemberton's  report,  Doc.  563 
HANNAN,  J.  A.,  Qr.-M.,  noticed,  Doc.  658 
HANSON,  A.  J  Lieut.,  Doc.  433 

HANSON,  R.  W.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenn. ,  Doc.  629 
HARD,  J.  S.,  Maj.,  Doc.  147 

HARDEE,  Gen.,  noticed,  Doc.  686 

HARDIE.  JAMES  A.,  Asst.  Insp.-Gen.. 

Doc.  162 

HARMAN,  W.  H.,  Col.,  at  the  battle  of 
Kernstown,  Va.,  Doc.  658 

HARMELING,  ,  Sergt.,          Doc.  105 

HARNED,  FRANK,   Lieut.,   at   Baton 

Rouge,  Doc.  715 

Harper's  Ferry  Armory,  Capt.  Char- 
les P.  Kingsbury's  history  of 
the,  Doc.  320 

HARROD,B.  M.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  685 
HARRIS,  D.   B.,  Lieut.-Col.,  recom- 
mends the  evacuation  of  Morris 
Island,  Doc.  551 

Report  of  the  defence  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  Doc.  529 
HARRIS,  E.  T. ,  Lieut. ,  noticed,    Doc.  439 

HARRIS,   ,    Gen.,     Miss.     State 

Troops.    See  Doc.  571 

HART,  B.  R.,  Maj.,  noticed,         Doc.  426 
Hartsville,  Term.,  Southern  official 

reports  of  the  battle  of,  Doc.  627 
HARTWELL,  C.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  247 
HARVEY,  JAMES,  Chaplain,  account  of 

the  Southern  prisons,  Doc.  194 

HARWELL,  J.  T.,  referred  to,       Doc.  442 
HASKELL,  A.  M.,  Maj.,  noticed,    Doc.  698 
HASKELL,  ALEXANDER,  Capt. ,        Doc.  107 
HATCHER,  R.  A.,   Maj.    See  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc   381 
Hatchie    Bridge,    Miss.,     Southern 
official  reports  of  the  battle  of, 

Doc.  634 
HATHAWAY,  WM.  R.,  Acting-Master, 

Doc.  220 

"Hatteras,"  destruction  of  the, Doc.  225 
HAWKS,  F.  T. ,  Capt. ,  Doc.  131 

HAWKS,  W.  J.,  Maj.,  noticed,      Doc.  658 
HAWKINS,  HIRAM,    Maj.,   report    of 
prisoners  captured  at  Princeton, 
Va.,  Doc.  694 

HAWTHORNE,  A.   T. ,  Col.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Helena,  Doc.  607 

HAYS,  HARRY  T.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va,,  Doc.  125 

HAYS  HARRY,  T.,  Brig.  -Gen. ,  report  of 
operations  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock,  Doc.  747 

HAYS, , Lieut. ,  31st  Ala.,  wound- 
ed at  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  <05 
HAYES,  WILLIAM,  the  suffering  of,  in 
rebel  prisons,                      Doc.  198 
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HAZEN,  W.  B. ,  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions in  Tennessee  Valtey,   Doc,  616 
HKBEET,  PAUL  0. ,  Brig. -Gen.  See  Pem- 

ber ton's  report,      •  Doc.  571 

See  Corinth,  Doc.  637 

Helena,  Ark.,  official  Southern  re 

ports  of  the  battle  of,  Doc.  594 
HKLM,  B.  H.,  Brig  .-Gen.,  Doc.  372 

noticed,  Docs.  698,  710 

HETH,  H.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chancellor  sville     Doc.  298 
report  of   the  battle  of  Bristoe 

Station,  Doc.  613 

noticed,  Doc.  693 

HEWITT,  JAMES  W.,  Major,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenn., 

Doc.  631 
HIGGINS,  EDWARD,  Col.,  at  Vicksburg 

attacks  the  gunboats,  Doc.  575 

commands  Confederate  forces  in 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

Doc.  679 

report  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Jack- 
son, La.,  Doc.  681 
supplemental  report  of,  Doc.  682 
noticed,  Doc.  667 
HILL,  A.  P.,  Major-Gen.,  report  of 
the -battle   of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,                                        Doc.  105 
report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 

lorsville,  Va ,  Doc.  259 

report  of   the   battle  of  Bristoe 

Station,  Doc.  612 

HILL,  D.  H. ,  Maj.-Gen. ,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Doc.  104 
HINDMAN,  T.  C.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,        Doc.  388 
HOBBY,  J.  M.,  Engineer,  report  of  the 
fight   with   the   "Alberaarle," 

Doc.  219 

HOCKERSMTTH,  N.  C. ,  Capt. ,  Doc.  430 

HOKE.  R.  F.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Doc.  123 
HOLBROOK,  J.  G.  F. ,  Surgeon.  See  luka, 

Doc.  733 

HOLMES,  C.  R.,  Capt.,  noticed,     Doc.  147 
HOLMES,  THOMAS  H.   Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc.  594 
HOLT,  H.  C.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  703 
HOLT,  J.  H.,  Lieut. -Col.,  Doc.  441 

HOLTZCLAW,  J.  T.,  Col.,  Doc.  442 

HOOKER,  JOSEPH,  Maj.-Gen.    thanked 

by  Congress.  Doc.    53 

HOOD,  J.  B., Maj.-Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Fredericksburg,     Doc.  103 
assumes  command  of  the  Army  of 

Tennessee,  Doc.  685 

HOOE,  R.  M.,    Adjt.-Gen.,    noticed, 

Doc.  720 
HOWARD,     OLIVER     0.,     Maj.-Gen., 

thanked  by  Congress,  Doc.    53 

HOWE,  FRANK  E.,  CoL,  report  of  the 

New  England  Relief  Ass'ion,  Doc.  734 

HOWELL,  JOHN  B.,  Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  605 

HUBBARD,  G.  C.,  A.  A.  A.  G.,        Doc.  718 

HUBBARD,  J.  C.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  713 

HUGER,  THOMAS  B.,  Lieut.,          Doc.  682 

noticed,  Docs.  676,  677 

at  the  attack  on  Forts  Jackson 

and  St.  Philip,  Doc.  670 

HUGER,  W.  E.,  Lieut.,  noticed,    Doc.  425 
HUMPHRIES,  Benj.  G.,  Col.,  report  of 
the    battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  138 

report  of   the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc.  449 
HUNGERFORD,  JOHN  W.,  Capt.,      Doc.  316 
HUNT,  J.  M.,  Lieut.  Doc.  419 
HUNT,  THOMAS  H.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Doc.  630 
at  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  699 
wounded  at  Baton  Rouge,        Doc.  704 
HUNTER,  DAVID,  Major-Gen. ,  his  order 
addressed  to  the  secessionists  of 
West  Virginia  Doc.  172 

HUNTER,  R.  W.,Adjt.,  noticed,  Doc.  155 
HUNTER,  S.  E.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,         Doc.  716 
HUNTER,  SHERROD,  Major,  report  of 
operations  in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Docs.  752,  755 


HURLBUT,  S.  A.,  Gen.,  at  Vicksburg, 

Doc.  576 

See  Black  Flag,  Doc.  722 

HURST,  D.  W.,  Col.,  bravery  of,  at 

Corinth,  Doc.  646 

HURST,  FIELDING,  Col.  See  Black  Flag, 

Doc.  725 


Illinois  volunteers.    See  Stone  River. 
Indians.     Gen.  Sibley's    report   of 

operations  against  the,  Docs.  228, 247 
INGRAM  JOHN,  Major,  noticed,      Doc.  383 
Iron-clads.     Reports  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the,  at  Charleston,  a  C. 

Doc.  183 
IBWIN,  RICHARD  B. ,  Capt. ,  noticed , 

Doc.  245 
luka,  Tenn., Gen.  Grants  report  of  the 

fight  at,  Doc.  730 

IvERsoN,  ALFRED.     Brig-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chancellors vi  lie, 

Doc.  282 

IVES,  S.  S.,  Capt.,  noticed,          Doc.  718 
IVEY,  EDWARD,  Lieut. -Col.,  noticed, 

Doc.  644 


JACKSON,  J.  K..  Brig.-Gen.    Report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  439 

JACKSON,  T.  J.  (Stonewall),  Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  Doc.  92 
list  of  prisoners  captured  at  Fred- 
ricksburg,  by  the  troops  of, 

Doc.  152 

map  showing  the  position  of  the 
troops  of,  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,     .  Doc.  167 
report  of  the  battle  of  Kernstown, 

Doc.  657 

receives  his  death  wound,        Doc.  255 
JACKSON,  W.  H.,  Gen.    See  Johnston's 

report.  Doc.  590 

report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth, 

Doc.  653 

JAMES  GILLIAN,  courier,  noticed,  Doc.  304 
JAMES,  L.  L.,  Aid.    Statement  of,  in 
reference  to  the  surrender   of 
New  Orleans,  Doc.  666 

James'  River,  Va.    Reports  of  an 

expedition  up  the.  Doc.  239 

Jeffries'  Battery  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  402 

JETTON,  J.  W.,  Lieut.,  noticed,     Doc.  388 
JETTON,  Wess. ,  Capt. ,  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc.  716 
JOHNSTON,  HARRIS  J.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  402 
JOHNSTON,  JOSEPH  E.,  Gen.   report  of 

the  siege  of  Vicksburg,       Doc.  587 
relieved  of  the  command  of  the 

army  of  Tennessee,  Doc.  685 

report  of  the  operations  of  the 

Army  of  Tennessee,  Doc.  685 

report  of  his  operations  in  Missis- 
sippi, Vicksburg,  etc.,          Doc.  587 
orders  the  evacuation  of  Vicks- 
burg, Docs.  572,  589 
causes  of  his  removal,  Doc.  690 
See  Pemberton's  report  of  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  570 
JOHNSTON,  J.  W.,  Capt.,  honorably 

mentioned,  Doc.  437 

JOHNSTON,  R,  D.,  Lieut.-Col.,  noticed, 

Doc.  283 
JOHNSON,  C.  H,    private,   noticed, 

Doc.  144 

JOHNSON,  ED.  ,  Gen. ,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville.         Doc.  270 
JOHNSON,  B.  R.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,        Doc.  407 
JOHNSON,  R.  W. ,  Gen. ,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  490 

noticed,  Doc.  479 

JOLLY,  J.  J.,  Lieut.-Col.,  noticed, 

Doc,  442 


JONEH,  BUSH,  Col.  58th  Alabama,  Doc.  443 
JONES,  CHARLES,  Lieut.-Col.,  Doc.  703 
JONES,  F.  B.,  Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  658 
JONES,  GEORGE  C.,  noticed,  Doc.  442 
JONES,  H.  E. ,  Capt.,  Doc.  442 

JONES,  J.  R. ,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  132 

JONES,  S. ,  Capt. ,  noticed,  Doc.  681 

JONES,  SAM,  Maj.-Gen. ,  report  of  the 

fight  at  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  Doc.  757 
JONES,  W.  B.,  Lieut.,  noticed,      Doc.  683 
JONES,  W.  E. ,  Brig.-Gen. ,  report  of 
the  flght  at  Rogers vllle,  Tenn.,  Doc. 757 

JORDAN,  ,  Lieut  28th  Alabama, 

Doc.  424 

JOSSELYN,  FRANCIS,  Act.-Master,  re- 
ports of  the  flght  with  the  »<  Albe- 
marle,"  Doc.  221 

JOYNER,   ,    Major,  wounded   at 

Chickamauga,  Doc.  448 

JUGE,  R.  F.,  Lieut.-Col..  heroism  of, 

Doc.  443 
JUNKINS,  G.  G.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  658 


KAVANAGH,  DANIEL  M.,  Doc.  599 

KEBLE,  R.  H. ,  Col.  23d  Tenn. ,     Doc.  415 
KETIT,  LAWRENCE  M.,Col.,  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  Sullivan's 
Island  batteries  in  the  defence  of 
Charleston ,  S.  C. ,  Doc.  526 

report  of  the  evacuation  of  Morris 

Island,  Doc.  548 

KELLEY,  JOHN,  Private,  noticed,  Doc.  317 
Kelleysville,  Va.,   Southern  official 

reports  of  the  battle  of,        Doc.  312 
KELLY,  J.  H.,  Co].,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  474 
KENNEDY,    BEVUET,   Lieut.,         Doc.  681 
KENNEDY,  JOHN  D.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  125 
KENNETT,  JOHN,  Col     report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  River,          Doc.  489 
Kentucky,  bill  to  authorize  a  volun- 
teer force  for  the  defence  of,  Doc.  41 
Kentucky    Volunteers.      See    Stone 

River. 

Kernstown,  Va,,  Gen.  T.  J.  (Stone- 
wall) Jackson's  report  of  the 
battle  of,  Doc.  657 

KERSHAW,  J.  B.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  117 

List  of    killed    and  wounded  in 

brigade  of  Doc.  119 

Report  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc.  450 
KEY,  S.  J.,  Lieut.,  noticed.         Doc.  428 

KEYS, ,  Col.  118th  N.  Y.,      Doc.  243 

KINDERSON, , Capt. ,  noticed,  Doc.  703 

KING,  JOHN,  Maj.,  noticed,  Doc.  651 

KL\G,  J.  P.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Helena,  Doc.  605 
KING,  M.  P.,  Capt.,  at  Chickamauga, 

D  :)C.    418 

KING,  W.  H.,  Capt.,  noticed        Doc.  430 

KINGSBURY,  CHARLES  P.,  Capt.,  his 
History  of  Harper's  Ferry  Ar- 
mory, Doc.  820 

KIRKLAND,  T.  T.,  Lieut.,  noti.o  I, 

Doc.  128 

KNIGHT,  W.  N.,  Lieut.,  at  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc.  444 

KRATZ, ,  Dr.,  noticed,  Doc.  386 


LAKE,  JAMES  B.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  416 
LAKE,  RALPH,  E. ,  killed,  Doc.  216 

LAMON,  J.  H.,  Capt.,  noticed,      Doc.  683 
LAMONT,  GEORGE   D.,  reference   to, 

Doc.  843 
LANDS'  Battery,  at    the   battle  of 

Baker's  Creek,  Miss.,  Doc.  566 

LANDRY,  PROSPER,  Lieut.,    noticed, 

Doc.  141 
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LANE,  JAMES  H. ,  Brig. -Gen. ,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  130 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 

ville,  Doc.  277 

LANE,  J.  ROARKER,  Private,         Doc.  278 
LANE,  OSCAR,  Lieut.,  Doc.  131 

LANG,  D.,  Capt.,  report  of  the  battle 

of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,        Doc.  141 
LANKFORD,  A.  R.,  Lieut.  Col.,     Doc.  442 

LATHAM, ,  Senator,  noticed,  Doc.      1 

LATIMER,  J.  W.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  153 

LAUDERDALE,  JOHN  A.,  Maj. ,         Doc.  381 
LAUMAN,  JACOB  G.,   Brig. -Gen.    See 

luka,  Doc.  733 

LAW,  E.  M.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  122 

LAWTON,  E.  P. ,  Capt. ,  notice  of,  Doc.  110 
LEE,  E.  F. ,  Capt.,  Doc.  439 

LEE,  Frrz.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Kelleysville,          Doc.  313 
See  Bristoe  Station,  Doc.  612 

LEE,  HENRY  B.,  A.  D.  C.  Doc.  726 

LKE,  J.  PHILLIPS,  Com.  U.  S.  N.    See 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  709 

LEE,  ROBERT  E.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Va., 

Doc.  253 
report  of  operations  at  Rappahan- 

nock  Bridge,  Va.,  Doc.  738 

noticed,  Doc.  53 

LEE,  S.  D.,  Gen.,  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  574 
See  Black  Flag,  Doc.  721 
LEE,  S.  P.,  Admiral,  reports  of  the 
fight  with  the  Albemarle, 

Doc.  213,  217,  223 
report  of  an  expedition   up  the 
Nansemond  and  James  Rivers, 
Va.,  Doc.  239 

LEE,  W.  H.  F.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 

Doc.  273 

report  of  the  battle  of  Kelleys- 
ville, Va.,  Doc.  315 
LEMMON,  ROBERT,  "a  brave  boy," 

Doc.  333 

LEWIS,  CHARLES  D.,  Surgeon,  report 
of  casualties  at  Fort  St.  Philip, 
La.,  Doc.  684 

noticed,  Doc.  674 

LEWIS,  J.  H.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  470 
LEWIS,  J.  R.  C.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  138 
LEWIS,  J.  W.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  143 

Libby  Prison,  scenes  in  the,       Doc.  197 
Lieutenant-General  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  bill  reviving 
the  grade  of,  Doc.    54 

LIDDELL,  JOHN  R. ,  Gen. ,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,       Doc.  396 
LINCOLN,  ABRAHAM,  Executive  Order, 
establishing  a  Provisional  Court 
in  Louisiana,  Doc.  342 

LiNTHicuM,  A.,  Dr.,  noticed,       Doc.  388 
"Little  Ada,"  reports  of  the  attack 

on  the;  Doc.  237 

LITTLE  CROW,  Indian  Chief,  his  letter 

to  Gen.  Sibley,  Doc.  247 

LITTLE,  CHARLES,  Surgeon,  Doc.  237 

LLOYD,  JOHN  W.,  bravery  of,      Doc.  226 

LOCKETT,  ,  Major,  See  Siege  of 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  561 

noticed.  Doc.  571 

LOGAN,  J.  L.,  Col.,  at  Port  Hudson, 

Doc.  592 

LONGSTREET,  JAMES,  Gen. ,  report  of 
ths  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  88 

report  of  the    battle   of  Chicka- 
mauga, Doc.  373 
LONGSHAW,  WILLIAM,   JR.,    Surgeon, 
See   Nansemond   River,    Va., 

Doc    243 

LORING,  W.  W.,  Gen.  See  Siege  of 
Vicksburg,  Doc.  562 
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LOUGHLIN, ,  Sergeant  31st   Ala- 
bama, wouuded  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc.  705 

Louisiana,  History  of  the  Provisional 
Court  of,  by  Judge  C.  A.  Pea- 
body,  Doc.  341 
operations  in,  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith's 

report,  Doc.  748 

Love,  in  Winchester,  Va.  Doc.  195 

LOVELL,  MANSFIELD,  Gen.     Order  for 

the  destruction  of  Cotton,     Doc.  245 
See  Corinth,  Doc.  635 

report  of  the  battles  of  Corinth 

and  Hatchie,  Doc.  640 

at  the  battle  of  Coffeeville,  Miss., 

Doc.  659 
reports  of  the  fall  of  New  Orleans, 

Doc.  661 

noticed,  Doc.  696 

LOWRY,  M.  P.,  Col. ,  noticed,        Doc.  439 
LUCKIE,  JAMES  B. ,  Surgeon,          Doc.  442 
LUSE,  W.  H.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 
the    battle   of   Fredericksburg, 


Va., 


Doc.  147 


LYON,  NATHANAEL,  Brig-Gen.,  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  expressive  of 
recognition  of  the  patriotic  ser- 
vices of,  Doc.  20 

LYNCH,   W.    F.,   Flag   Officer.      See 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  Doc.  521 

noticed,  Doc.  696 

HI 

MACLEAN,  L.  A.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  599 

MACON,  J.  M.,  Capt.,  at  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  444 

MAHONE,  WILLIAM,  Brig.-Gen. ,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  119 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, Doc.  293 

MAJOR,  JAMES  •  P.  Col. ,  report  of 
operations  in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Doc.  753 

Manassas,  Va.,   Beauregard's  order 

before  the  battle  of,  Doc.  620 

correction  of  reports  of  the  bat- 
tle of,  Doc.  334,  335 

"  Manassas,"  gunboat,  at  New  Or- 
leans, Doc.  670,  671 

MANEY,  FRANK,  Major,  noticed,    Doc.  433 

MANEY,  GEORGE,  Brig.-Geu.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  433 

MANIGAULT,  A.  M.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  422 

MARMADUKE,  J.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Helena,  Doc.  609 

See  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc.  595 

MARCHBANKS,  GEORGE,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  415 

MARSHALL,  HUMPHREY,  Gen.,  report 
of  the  fight  at  Princeton,  Va. , 

Doc.  691 

MARTIN,  JAS.  G.,  Brig.-Gen.,        Doc.  686 

MARYE,  L.,Capt.,  Doc.  Ill 

Marye's  Battery,  at  the  battle  of 

Kernstown,  Doc.  657 

MATTHEWS,  JAMES  M.,  Law  Clerk  to 
the  Confederate  Congress,  Doc.  227 

MAURIN,  V. ,  Capt. ,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Doc.  141 

MAURY,  DABNEY  H.,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  Doc.  646 

MAXCEY,  Brig.-Gen.  See  Pemberton's 
report,  Doc.  563 

MAYER,  J.  P.,  Lieut. -Col.,  noticed, 

Doc.  698 

McANELLY,  LEANDER.  See  Donaldson- 
ville,  Doc.  751 

McCALLUM,  H.  B.,  Rev. ,  noticed.  Doc.  149 

McCLELLAN,  GEORGE  B.,Gen.,  letter 
to  Col.  R.  L.  Scott,  concerning 
the  battle  at  Munson's  Hill,  Va., 

Doc.  517 

McCiERNAND,  JOHN  A.,  Gen.  See 
Pemberton's  report  of  Vicks- 
b«rg,  Doc.  576 

McCooK,  A.  McD.,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  479 


McCuLLOCH,  ,    Col.      See   Black 

Flag,  Doc.  725 

MCDONALD,  JAMES,  Capt.,  Doc.  3o3 

McD  INALD,  Lieut.,  noticed,         Doc.  685 

MCDOWELL,  IKVIN,  Gen.,  supplemental 
report  of  the  battle  of  Manassas, 

Doc.  334 

MCDOWELL,  J.  C.,  Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  103 

MCGLOWN,  WILLIAM,  Acting  Master. 
See  "  Chesapeake,"  Doc.  323 

McGuiRE,  HUN'TEE,  Med.  Director, 
noticed.  Doc.  658 

MCINTOSH,  C.  F.,  Capt.  Doc.  670 

noticed,  Doc.  676 

MclNTOSH,  D.  G.,  Major,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Bristoe  Station,  Doc.  616 

MCKEAN,  T.  J.,  Brig.-Gen.    See  luka, 

Doc.  733 

McKENDREE,  GEORGE,  Lieut.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  157 

McKENDRY,  WILLIAM,  Ensigu,      Doc.  238 

MCKENZIE,   ,    Gen.      See    Five 

.      Forks,  Doc.  361 

MoKiM, ,  Major,  killed,         Doc.  271 

MCLAUGHLIN,  WILLIAM,  Capt.,       Doc.  333 

MCLAWS,  L.,  Maj. -Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.    97 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, Doc.  264 

MCMURRAY,  JAMES  A.,  Col.,         Doc.  433 

MCNAIB,  E.,  Brig.-Gen.,  Doc.  411 

noticed,  Doc.  590 

MCPHAIL,   ,   Col.     See   Indians, 

Doc.  231 

McPHEETERS,  WILLIAM,  Surgeon, 
noticed,  Dec.  599 

McPHERSON,  JAMES  B.,  Gen.,  at  Vicks- 
burg, Doc.  516 

McRAE,  DANDRIDGE,  Brig.-Gen.,  re- 
port of  buttle  of  Helena,  Doc.  597 

MCRAE,  D.,  Col.,  report  of  the  battle 
*  of  Helena,  Doc.  602 

See  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc.  594 

MEADE,  GEORGE  G.,  Maj. -Gen. ,  thauk- 
ed  by  Congress,  Doc.  53 

Medals  of  Honor,  bill  providing  for 
the  presentation  of,  Doc.  31 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army, 
bill  to  increase  the,  Doc  27.  29,  30 

Medical  Storekeepers,  bill  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of,  Dae.  29 

MENDENHAIX.  JOHN,  Capt.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  514 

MERRITT,  WESLEY,  Gen.  See  Battle  of 
Fi vo  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  365 

MESSICK,  'NATHAN  S.,  Capt.,         Doc.  177 

MnooN,  JOHN,  Engineer,  Doc    599 

Michigan  Volunteers.  See  Stone 
River. 

''Milan,"  French  man-of-war,  at 
the  attack  on  New  Orleans,  DJC.  672 

Military  Measures  of  Congress,  a 
record  of,  during  1861,  1865, 

Doc.      1 

debate  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
employment  of  voluutaers  to 
aid  in  enforcijg  the  laws  aud 
protecting  public  property,  Doc.  1 
history  of  the  bill  to  increase  the 
military  establishment  of  the 
United  States,  Doc.  4 

bill  providing  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  military  estab 
lishmeut,  Doc.  8 

act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
authorize  the  employment  of 
volunteers  to  aid  in  enforcing 
the  laws  and  protecting  public 
property,  Doc.  13 

joint  resolution  to  approve  and 
confirm  certain  acts  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States, 
for  suppressing  insurrection  and 
rebellion,  Doc.  13 

Dill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reimburse  volunteers 
for  expenses  incurred  in  em- 
ploying regimental  bands,  and 
for  other  purposes,  .,  Doc.  15 
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bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  additional  Aides-de- 
camp, Doc.  16 

act  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Engineer  and  Topographical 
Engineer  corps,  and  tor  other 
purposes,  Doc.  16 

bill  to  authorize  an  increase  in  the 
corps  of  Engineers  and  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  Doc.  17 

bill  making  an  appropriation  to 
deliver  arms  to  loyal  citizens  of 
rebel  States,  Doc.  17 

act  making  appropriations,  and 
for  other  purposes.  Doc.  17 

bill  to  provide  f'pr  the  purchase  of 
arms,  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores,  Doc.  18 

act  to  increase  the  pay  of  the 
privates  of  the  army,  Doc.  18 

resolution  expressing  the  sympa- 
thy of  Congress  for  the  bereaved 
families  and  friends  of  our  sol- 
diers who  have  fallen  in  defence 
of  the  Republic,  Doc.  19 

bill  to  provide  for  allotment  certi- 
ficates among  the  -volunteer 
forces,  Doc.  19 

bill  relating  to  courts -martial  in 
the  army,  Doc.  19 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
recognition  by  Congress  of  the 
patriotic  and  gallant  services  of 
Brig. -Gen.  Nathanael  Lyon,  and 
of  the  officers  and  sokliers  un- 
der his  command,  Doc.  20 

bill  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  one  or  more  Assistant  Secre- 
taries of  War,  Doc.  20 

resolution  in  relation  to  the  allot- 
ment certificates  of  pay  to  per- 
sons held  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
the  so-called  Confederate  States, 

Doc.  20 

bill  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  Signal  Depart- 
ment of  the  army,  Doc.  21 

bill  making  appropriations  for 
completing  the  defences  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doc.  21 

bill  providing  for  the  promulga- 
tion of  an  additional  article  of 
war,  prohibiting  officers  of  the 
army  from  returning  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor,  Doc.  22 

bill  for  the  appointment  of  Sut- 
lers in  the  volunteer  service, 
and  to  define  their  duties,  Doc.  24 

joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  accept 
moneys  appropriated  by  any 
State  for  the  payment  of  its 
volunteers,  Doc.  27 

resolution  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  assign  the  command  of 
troops  in  the  same  field  or  de- 
partment to  officers  of  the  same 
grade,  without  regard  to  senior- 
ity, Doc.  27 

bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the 
army,  Doc.  27 

bill  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of 
enlisted  men  for  physical  disa- 
bility, Doc.    29 
bill  to  authorize  the  appointment 

of  Medical  Storekeepers,      Doc.     29 
bill  providing  that  company  offi- 
cers   of  volunteers    should  be 
paid  on  the  pay-roll    of   their 
regiment    or    company,  except 
when  on  detached  service,     Doc.  29 
bill  to  limit  the  number  of  Major- 
Generals  and  Brigadiers  to  be 
appointed,  Doc.  30 

oil!  to  provide  additional  medical 
officers  of  the  volunteer  service, 

Doc.  30 


joint  resolution  to  encourage  en- 
listment in  the  regular  and  vol- 
unteer forces,  Doc.  30 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  Doc.  31 

joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
presentation  of  "medals  of 
honor"  to  the  enlisted  men  of 
the  army  and  volunteer  forces, 
who  have  or  who  may  distin- 
guish themselves  in  battle  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion,  Doc.  31 

bill  prohibiting  the  confinement 
of  persons  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  peni- 
tentiary of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Doc.  32 

joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  ex- 
tra clothing  to  sick  and  wound- 
ed soldiers,  Doc.  32 

bill  to  amend  the  act  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasions,'  Doc.  32 

bill  to  define  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  certain  officers  of  the 
army,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Doc.  35 

bill  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of 
disabled  soldiers  from  the  army, 
and  the  inspection  of  convales- 
cent hospitals  and  camps,  Doc.  40 

bill  to  improve  the  organization 
of  the  cavalry  forces,  Doc.  40 

bill  to  increase  the  clerical  and 
other  force  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General's office,  Doc.  40 

bill  to  authorize  the  raising  of  a 
volunteer  force  for  the  defence 
of  Kentucky,  Doc.  41 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Commissary  Department, 

Doo.  42 

joint  resolution  to  facilitate  the 
payment  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  hospitals  and  con- 
valescent camps,  Doc.  42 

bill  for  enrolling  and  calling  out 
the  national  forces,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doc.  43 

act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  volunteers  to  aid  in  en- 
forcing the  laws,  and  protect- 
ing public  property."  Approved, 
July  22,  1861,  Doc.  47 

joint  resolution  giving  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Major-Gen.  W.  S. 
Kosecrans,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  for 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  Doc.  48 

bill  providing  for  the  organization 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  Doc.  48 

bill  authorizing  the  breveting  of 
volunteer  officers,  Doc.  49 

bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  and 
for  other  purposes,  Doc.  49 

bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
Major-Generals  and  Brigadier- 
Generals,  Doc.  51 

joint  resolution  of  thanks  toMaj.- 
Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  have 
fought  under  his  command  dur- 
ing the  rebellion  ;  and  providing 
that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  cause  a  medal  to 
be  struck,  to  be  presented  to 
Maj.-Gen.  Grant  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States, 

Doc.     51 

joint  resolution  to  supply  in  part 
deficiencies  in  appropriations  for 
the  public  printing,  and  to  sup- 
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ply  deficiencies    in   appropria- 
tions for  bounties  to  volunteers, 

Doc.     52 

joint  resolution  to  drop  from  the 
rolls  of  the  army  unemployed 
general  officers,  Doc.  52 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
Joseph  Hooker,  and  Maj.-Gen. 
George  G.  Meade,  and  Maj.-Gen. 
Oliver  0.  Howard,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  Doc.  53 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
N.  P.  Banks  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  Doc.  54 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
Ambrose  E.  Burnside  and  the 
officers  and  men  who  had  fought 
under  him,  Doc.  54 

joint  resolution  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  Doc.  54 

the  bill  reviving  the  grade  of 
Lieutenant-General  in  the  United 
States  army,  Doc.  54 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  enrolling 
and  calling  out  the  national 
forces,  Doc.  56 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the 
transfer  of  persons  in  the  mili- 
tary to  the  naval  service,  Doc.  59 

bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system 
of  ambulances  in  the  United 
States,  Doc.  60 

bill  to  amend  section  nine  of  the 
act  approved  July  17, 1862,  "  to 
define  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army," 

Doc.     61 

bill  to  increase  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments  of  the  Provost 
Marshal  General,  Doc.  62 

joint  resolution  to  print  the  offi- 
cial reports  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  Doc.  63 

army  appropriation  bill  for  1864, 

Doc.     63 

bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  soldiers 
in  the  United  States  army,  and 
for  other  purposes,  Doc.  64 

bill  to  provide  for  the  examination 
of  certain  officers  of  the  army, 

Doe.     68 

joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
publication  of  a  full  army  regis- 
ter, Doc.  68 

bill  to  provide  for  the  more  speedy 
punishment  of  guerilla  maraud- 
ers and  for  other  purposes,  Doc.  68 

bill  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  Doc.  69 

bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the  na- 
tional forces,  Doc.  71 

joint,  resolution  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  the  veter- 
an soldiers  who  have  re-enlisted 
in  the  army,  Doc.  75 

bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
cadets  in,  and  to  raise  the 
standard  of  admission  to,  the 
Military  Academy,  Doc  75 

joint  resolution  tendering  the 
thanks  of  the  people  and  of 
Congress  to  Maj.-Gen.  W.  T. 
Sherman  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  his  command  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  their 
brilliant  movement  through 
Georgia,  Doc.  76 

resolution  to  present  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Maj.-Gen.  Alfred  H. 
Terry  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  Doc.  76 

joint   resolution   to   present   the 
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thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.-Gen. 
Philip  H.  Sheridan  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, Doc.    77 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  officers 
of  the  army,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,                                   Doc.     77 
bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  army, 

Doc.     77 

the  army  register,  Doc.     78 

bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  subsistence  department, 

Doc.    78 

bill  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  national  defence  by 
establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States, 

Doc.     79 

joint  resolution  to  encourage  the 
employment  of  disabled  and  dis- 
charged soldiers,  Doc.  79 
bill  to  provide  for  a  chief  of  staff 
to  the  Lieut. -Gen.  commanding 
the  armies  of  the  United  States, 

Doc.    80 

joint  resolution  tendering  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Maj.- 
Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  and  the 
army  under  his  command,  Doc.  80 
bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  pay  department  of  the  army, 

Doc.    80 

bill  to  incorporate  the  National 
Military  and  Naval  Asylum, 

Doc.     81 

bill  to  amend  several  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  to  provide  for  the 
enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
national  forces,  Doc.  81 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1866,  and  for 
other  purposes,  Doc.  85 

joint  resolution  to  encourage  en- 
listments by  making  free  the 
wives  and  children  of  colored 
soldiers,  Doc.  86 

military  confirmations  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,     Doc.     88 
MILLER,  HARMON  H.,  wounded,    Doc.  243 
MILLER,  J.  H. ,  Capt. ,  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc.  704 
MILLER,  NICHOLAS.  Private,  killed. 

Doc.  233 

MILLER,  ROBERT  M.,  Col.,  report  of 

operations  of  Cobb's  brigade  in 

the    battle  of  Fredericksburg, 

Va,,  Doc.  120 

MTLLETT,  J.  H.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,         Doc.  707 
MILLS,  R.  Q. ,  Col. ,  report  of  the  battle 

of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  467 

MILLS,  THOMAS  L. ,  Lieut. ,  noticed 

Doc.  134 

MINTY,  R.  H.  G.,  Col.,  noticed,   Doc.  488 
Mission  Ridge,  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood's 

report  of  the  battle  of,         Doc.  335 
Mississippi  State  Troops.    See  Pem- 

berton's  report,  Doc.  571 

MITCHELL,  A.  N. ,  report  of  the  fight 

with  the  "  Albemarle,"       Doc.  217 
MITCHELL,  C.  F.,  Act. -Master,  noticed 

Doc.  200 

MITCHELL,  JOHN  K. ,  Capt.    See  Forts 
Jackson   and    St.    Philip    La 

Doc.  669,  676 

MOFFAT,  C.  J.,  Capt.,  Doc.  120 

MOLLERE,  CAMILLE,  Lieut.,  Doc.  142 

MOODY,  D.  W.,  Major,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va 

Doc.  145 
MOODY,  Y.  M.,  Col.  45th  Alabama, 

Doc.  441 

MOORE, ,  Lieut. -CoL  19th  Tenn., 

noticed,  Doc.  705 

MOORE,  B.  F.,  Col.,  bravery  of,  Doc.  436 
MOORE,  GFXJRGE,  Capt.,  Doc.  429 

MOORE,  M.  C.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Corinth,  Doc.  651 

MOORE,  RITTENHOUSE,  noticed,    Doc.  306 


PAGE 

MOORE,  SAMUEL  J.  C.,  Capt.,  Doc.  273 
MOORMAN,  GEORGE,  Lieut.,  Doc.  661 

MOORMAN,  M.  N.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Kelleysville,  Doc.  317 

MoREHEAi),  JAMES  S.,  Capt.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenn., 

Doc.  631 

MORELLI,  THOMAS,  Corporal,  Doc.  142 
MORGAN,  CHARLTON,  Capt.,  Doc.  629 
MORGAN,  JOHN  H.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle«of  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Doc.  627 
Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  report  of  the 

evacuation  of,  Doc.  548 

Lieut. -Col.    D.  B.   Harris  recom- 
mends the  evacuation  of,     Doc.  551 
MORRISON,  J.  J.,  Col.,  report  of  an 
expedition  into  East  Tennessee, 

Doc.  619 

MORRISON,  R.  H.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  105 

MORRISON,  RICHARD  T.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  599 
MORSE,  C.  N.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  682 
MORTON,  ST.  CLAIR,  Capt. ,  report  of 

the  bat  tie  of  Stone  River,    Doc.  512 
MOSES,  B.,  Orderly,  Doc.  126 

MOUTON,  A..  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions in  Lower  Louisiana,    Doc.  752 

MOWER, ,  Col.    See  luka,      Doc.  731 

MULLEN,  W.  G.,  Capt.,  his  scouts  at 

Fort  Jackson,  La.,  Doc.  667 

Mule  Meat  in  Southern  prisons,  Doc.  198 
MUMFORD, WILLIAM  T.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  681 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn. ,  Gen.  Rosecrans 
and  his  men  thanked  by  Con- 
gress for  gallantry  at,          Doc.     48 
MURPHY,  JOHN,  killed  by  lightning, 

Doc.  230 

MURPHY, ,  Col.  8th  Wis.,      Doc.  731 

MYERS,  J.  A.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  119 
MYERS,  L.  D. ,  Capt.,  Doc.  333 


NACHON,  Rev.  Father,  his  service 
with  the  mutineers  at  Fort  Jack- 
son, Doc.  673 

NADENBOUSCH,  J.  Q.  A.,  Capt.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  154 

NANCE,  JAMES  D.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  149 

NANCE,  J.  K.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  146 

Nansemond  River,  Va.,  reports  of 
the  expedition  up  the,  Doc.  239 

NAPIER,  L.,  Lieut.-Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  417 

National  Military  and  Naval  Asylum, 
bill  to  provide  the,  Doc.  81 

Navy  of  the  United  States,  bill  for 
the  transfer  of  persons  in  the 
army  to  the,  Doc.  59 

NEGLEY,  JAMES  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  498 

Negroes,    employment    of,    in    the 

Southern  Army,  Doc.  234 

officers  of   the  army  prohibited 

from  returning  fugitive,       Doc.    22 
See  Black  Flag,  Doc.  725 

NELSON,  G.  W.,  Capt.,  noticed,   Doc.  113 

NELSON,  WILLIAM  C.,  Private,    Doc.  144 

New  England  Soldiers'  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, final  report  of  the  super- 
intendent. Doc.  734 

NEWMAN,  f  AZEWELL  W.,  Major,  at 
Chickamauga,  Doc.  447 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Southern  official 
reports  of  the  fall  of,  Doc.  661 

N.ew  Orleans  Tigers,  noticed,      Doc.  335 

NEWTON,  JOHN,  Capt.,  noticed,    Doc.  213 

NEWTON,  R.  C.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  at  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc.  611 

New  York  Volunteers,  guide  flag  of 
the  69th  Regt.  of  captured,  Doc.  119 

NICHOLS,  EDWARD  T.,  Lieut. -Com., 
noticed,  Doc.  680 

NICHOLS,  H.  C.,  Brig.-Gen.,         Doc.  270 

NICKELS,  J.  F.,   Lieut. -Com.,  report 
of  the  capture  of  the 
peake," 


, 

''Chesa- 
Doc. 323 


NIXON,  G.  H.,  Col.  48th  Tenn.,    Doc.  428 

NOCQUET ,  Capt.,  at  Baton  Rouge 

Doc.  701 

NODINE,  R.  H.?  Maj    noticed,      Doc.  480 
North     Carolina     Volunteers.       See 

Fredericksburg,  Doc.  103 

See  Chancellorsville,  Doc.  253 

NOTT,  J.  D.,  Capt.,  death  of,       Doc.  426 


GATES, ,  Col.  15th  Alabama,  Doc.  426 

O'CONNOR,  FRED.  A.,  Acting  Ensign. 

See  Nansemond  River,  Doc.  242 
OGDEN,A.  N.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  681 
Ohio  Volunteers,  Doc.  494 

O'NEAL,  EDWARD  A.,  Col.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 

Doc.  305 

O'NETL,  E.,  Aid,  noticed,  Doc.  304 

Oostanaula,  Ga.,  fight  at,  Doc.  687 

ORD,  E.  0.  C.,  Gen.  See  Corinth,  Doc.  635 
noticed,  Doc.  731 

OTEY,     HUGH    S.,    Capt.,  mortally 

wounded,  Doc.  429 

OTIS,  E.,  gallantry  of,  noticed,    Doc.  490 
OVERSTREET,  MELVILLE,  Private,   no- 
ticed, Doc.  388 
OWEN,  T.  a,  Col.,  noticed,         Doc.  314 


PAGE,  THOMAS  G.,  Capt.,  at  Baton 
Rouge,  Doc.  715,  721 

PAGE,  T.  JEFFERSON,  Maj.    noticed 

Doc.  113 

PALMER,  J.  M. ,  Brig.-Gen. ,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Stone  River,    Doc.  503 
noticed^  Doc.  213 

PALMER,  T.  R.,  Lieut.-Col.,          Doc.  333 

PARKER,  A.  N.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  117 

PARSONS,  M.  M.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Helena,  Doc.  599 

See  Helena,  Ark.,  Doc.  594 

noticed,  Doc.  597 

PATTERSON,  R..  Maj.-Gen.,  report  in 
reference  to  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  Doc.  212 

PAUL,    J,    W.,  Insp.-Gen.,  noticed 

Doc.  605 

PAXTON,  E.  F..  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  123 

PAYNE,  W.  H.,  Col.,  noticed,       Doc.  314 

PEABODY,  C.  A.  See  Provisional 
Court  for  Louisiana.  Doc.  341 

PEAK,  HAWK,  Sergeant,  noticed,  Doc.  700 

PECK,  JOHN  J.,  Gen. ,  letter  in  refer- 
ence to  operations  around  and 
at  Suffolk,  Va.,  Doc.  182 

PEGRAM,  JOHN,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  405 

PELHAM,  JOHN,  Maj.,  death  of,    Doc.  313 

PEMBERTON,  JOHN  C. ,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  Miss., 

Doc.  557 

orders  for  moving  his  army,  May 
14,  1863,  Doc.  565 

PENDER,  W.  D.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  127 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, Doc.  274 

PENDLETON.   A.  S.,  Lieut.,   noticed, 

Doc!  658 

PENDLETON,  EDMUND,  Col.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  133 

PENDLETON,  W.  N.,  Brig.-Gen., 
report  of  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg-, Va.,  Doc.  112 

PENN,  D.  P.,  Col.  7th  La.,  noticed, 

Doc.  741,  747 

Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  See  Stone 
River. 

PETNER,  A.  J.,  Lieut.  1st  Ark.,    Doc.  430 

PEREZ,  DERNOT  LE  P.,  Private,  hero- 
ism of,  Doc.  142 


INDEX  TO  THE  TENTH  VOLUME. 


IX 


PERKINS,  E.  P.,  Color-Sergt.,  noticed, 

Doc.  178 
PERRIE,   CHARLES  T.,   Aid    noticed, 

Doc.  599 

PERRIN,  J.  M.,  Col.,  death  of,      Doc.  309 
PERRY,   E.  A..  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  121 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 

lorsville,  Doc.  291 

FERRYMAN,  J.  L.,  noticed,  Doc.  717 

PETER,  F.,  Capt    noticed,  Doc.  681 

PETTUS,  E.  W.,  Col.  20th  Ala.  regt. 

noticed,  Doc.  574 

PEYTON,    CRAVEN,    Sergt.,    noticed, 

Doc.  629 

PEYTON,  GREEN,  Capt.,  Doc.  304 

PHELAN,  WATKiNS^apt  Doc.  305 

PHYFER,  CHARLES  W.,  Bng.-Gen.    See 

Corinth,  Doc.  637,  640 

PIERSON,  THOMAS  K.,  Lieut.,  killed, 

Doc.  681 
PITTMAN,  WM.    B.,    Capt.,    noticed, 

Doc.  649 

PLAYER,  S.  T.,  Major,  Doc.  276 

PLUMMER   JOHN  W.,  account  of  the 

battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Doc.  178 
Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  official  reports  of 

the  battle  at,  Doc.  621 

POLK,  L.  E.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,        Doc.  428 
POPE,  G.  J.,  Adjutant,  noticed.  Doc.  147 
PORCHER,  JULIUS.  Lieut. -Col.,      Doc.  424 
Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  battle  at.    See 
Penaberton's  report  of  the  Siege 
of  Vicksburg,  Doc.  563 

Port  Hudson,    G«n.    Breckinridge's 

report  of  the  battle  of,        Doc.  698 
battle  of,  noticed,  Doc.  588 

PORTER,  D.  D.,  Admiral,  bombards 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  573 

demands    the    surrender    of   the 
'    forts  on  the  Mississippi,       Doc.  672 
PORTER,  FRANK,  Major,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,        Doc.  377 
PORTER,  FITZ  JOHN,  Gen.    See  R.  Pat- 
terson, Doc.  212 
PORTER,  GEORGE  C. ,  Col. ,  Doc.  433 
PORTIS,  John  W.,  Col.  42d  Ala.  regt. 

noticed,  Doc.  651 

POSEY,  CARNOT,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of   Chancellorsville, 

Doc.  286 

POSEY,  J.  B.,  Aid,  noticed,          Doc.  288 
POSEY,  STANHOPE,  A.  A.  G.,  noticed, 

Doc.  288 

POWELL,  LAZARUS  W.,  Senator,   no- 
ticed, Doc.      2 

PRATT, ,  Sergeant,  noticed,   Doc.  129 

PRESTON,  W. ,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  399 

noticed,  Doc.  698,  710 

PRICE,  CELSUS,  Lieut.,  noticed,    Doc.  599 

PRICE,  E.,  Lieut.,  referred  to,      Doc.  278 

PRICE,     H.     H.,     Lieut.,     noticed, 

Doc.  703,  721 
PRICE,  STERLING,  Gen. ,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Helena,  Doc.  597 

report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth, 

Doc.  638 

See  Helena,  Doc.  594 

Seeluka,  Doc.  730,  734 

See  Corinth,  Doc.  634 

PRIME,  0.  H.,  Capt.,  noticed,       Doc.  442 

Princeton,  Va.,  Southern  reports  of 

the  fights  at,  Doc.  691 

Prisons.    See  Chaplain  Harvey's  ac- 
count of  Southern  Prisons,  Doc.  194 
PROCTER,  JAMES  T.,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  308 

Provisional  Court  in  Louisiana,  es- 
tablished, Doc.  342 


Quaker  Road,  Va.,  account  of  the 
battle  of,  Doc.  348 

QUEEN,  W.  W.,  Lieut. -Com.,  report 
of  the  fight  with  the  "  Albe- 
marle,"  Doc.  220 

QUIGLEY,  A.  J.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  683 


RAMSEUR,  S.  D.,  Brig.-Gen. ,  report  of 
the  battle  of   Chancellorsville, 

Doc.  283 
RANDOLPH,  G.  W.,  Secretary  of  War, 

C.  S.  A.,  Doc.  245 

RANDOLPH,  M.  L.,  Capt.,      Doc.  105,  304 
RANSOM,  R.,  JR.,  Major-Gen. ,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  101 

report  of  the  fight  at  Rogersville, 

Tenn.,  Doc.  757 

Rappahannock  Bridge,  Va.,  Southern 

reports  of  the  battle  of,        Doc.  738 
RATCHFORD,  J.  W.,  Major,  Doc.  105 

RAWLINGS,    JAMES,    7th    Ky.    Color 

bearer,  bravery  of,  Doc.  721 

RAY,J.  H.,  Private,  noticed,     Doc.  317 
Raymond,  Miss.,  battle  of  fought. 

See  Penaberton's  report,       Doc.  564 
Reconstruction,     Governor    T.     H. 
Watts'  letter  on,  at  the  South, 

Doc.  238 

RECTOR,  W.  F.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  603 

"  Red  Plume,"  the  Chief,  Doc.  228 

REID,  JOHN,  Major,  noticed,         Doc.  599 
REISER,  M. ,  Capt.,  Doc.  333 

RENFRO,  W.  T.,  Capt.,  Doc.  305 

RENSHAW,  If.  B.,  Capt.    See  New  Or- 
leans, La..  Doc.  667 
REYNOLDS,  A.  W. ,  Col.    See  Penaber- 
ton's report  of  Vicksburg,  Doc.  568 
RHETT,  ALFRED,  Col.,  report  of  the 
action  April  7,  1863,  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  Doc.  523 
RHETT,  T.  G.,  Major,  noticed,      Doc.  659 
RICE,   W.   G.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 
the  battle    of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,                                       Doc.  145 
RICHARDSON,  J.  B.,  Col.    See  Manas- 

sas,  Doc.  334 

RIED,  J.  C.,  Col.  28th  Ala.,         Doc.  388 
RIPLEY,  R.  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the  ac- 
tion of  April  7,  1863,  at  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  Doc.  520 
circular  in  reference  to  the  defence 

of  Charleston  Harbor,  Doc.  527 

report  of  the  operations  of  the 
troops  uHder  his  command,  from 
the  8th  to  the  20th  day  of  July, 
1863,  Doc.  535 

report  of  the  defence  of  Charles- 
ton from  the  1st  to  the  20th  of 
August.  1863,  Doc.  541 

report  of  the  operations  of  the 
troops  under  his  command, 
from  July  21st  to  31st  inclusive, 

Doc.  546 

instructions  in  reference  to  evacu- 
ation of  batteries  Wagner  and 
Gregg,  Doc.  554 

ROBERTSON,  J.  H.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,          Doc.  717 
ROBERTSON,  J.  W.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,          Doc.  712 
ROBERTSON,  W.  B.,  Capt.,  Doc.  681 

ROBINSON,  E,  W.,  Capt.,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Baton  Rouge  Doc.  719 
Rocky  Face  Gap,  Ga.,  fight  at,    Doc.  687 

RODDY, ,  Brig.-Gen.,  at  Tuscuna- 

bia,  Doc.   685 

RODGERS,  GEORGE  W. ,  Capt.         Doc.  183 
RODES,  R.  E.,  Brig.  Gen.,  Report  of 
the  battle  of  Chaucellorsville,  Doc.  300 
report  of  operations  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, Doc.  745 
ROE,  F.  A. ,  Lieut. -Com.,  report  of  the 
fight  with  the  "  Albemarle," 

Doc.  218,  223, 224 
ROGERS,  GEORGE  T.,  CoL  6th Va., 

Doc.  294 

ROGERS,  W.  P.,  Col.  2d  Texas  regi- 
ment, noticed,  Doc.  651 
Rogersville,  Tenu..  Southern  official 
reports    of    the    fight   at, 

Doc.  757,  760,  761 
ROLLINS,  JOSEPH,  Color-bearer,  gal- 
lantry of.  Doc.  716 
ROSECRANS.  WILLIAM  S.,  Gen.,  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to,  for  gallantry 
at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,         Doc.  48 
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his  letter  to  his  oflQcers  of  June  8, 

1863,  Doc.  317 

See  Chickamauga,  Doc.  367 

See  Corinth,  Doc.  634 

See  luka,  Doe.  731 

at  Stone  River,  Doc.  480 

Ross,  -  ,Gen.  See  luka,  Doc.  731 

ROSSER,  T.  L.,  Col     noticed,        Doc.  313 
ROSSEAU,  LOVELL  H.,  Gen.  ,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  River,     Doc.  501 
noticed,  Doc.  483 

ROWAN,  S.  C.,  Commodore,  report  of 
operations  of  iron-clads  at 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  Doc.  189 

ROYSTER,  T.  J.,  Capt.  22d  La.  Vols., 

noticed.  Doc.  668 

RUCKER,  E.  W.,  CoL     (See  Black  Flag, 

Doc.  721 
RUGGLES,  DANIEL,  Brig.-Gen.,  at  Ba- 

ton Rouge,  Doc.  701 

report   of   the   battle   of    Baton 

Rouge,  Doc.  698,  701,  720 

RUGGLES,  E.  S.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  703 
RUSSELL,  C.  H.,  Lieut.  -Com.,        Doc.  680 
RUST,  A.,  Gen.,  report  of  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  Doc.  642 

WILLIAM   D.,   Lieut., 
noticed,  Doc.  147 


SANBOBN,  FRANK  W.  ,  Act.  Ensign,  re- 
ports of  the  capture  of  the  "Co- 
lumbine," Doc.  206,  207 

SANDFORD,  J.  W.  A.,  Lieut.  -Col.,  Doc.  44 
SANDIDGE,  L.  D.  ,  Lieut.,  noticed, 

Doc.  703 
Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad, 

expedition  to  cut  the,  Doc.  200 

SCHENCK,  R.  C.  ,  resolution  to  drop 
from  the  rolls  of  the  army  un- 
employed General  officers.     Doc.  52 
Statement  relative  to  the  Vienna 

affair,  Doc.  733 

SCOTT  AUGUSTUS,  Capt.,  at  the  bat- 

tle of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  702,  721 

SCOTT,  J.  L.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 

tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  406 

Soon,  -  ,  Col.  12th  Louisiana  Vols  , 

Doc.  567 

SCOTT,  R.  L.  ,  Col.,  letter  to,  from  Gen. 
G.  B.  McClellan,  concerning  the 
attack  on  Munson's  HilL  Va.  , 

Doc.  517 
SOROGGS,  B.  T.     See  Correspondence 

on  Black  Flag,  Doc.  730 

SEARCY,  A.,   Col.    45th  Tennessee, 

Doc.  447 

SEDDON,  JAMES  A.,  Secretary,  letter 
from,  Doc.  517 

L  J.  0.  ,  Capt.  ,  his  battery, 

Doc.  700,  701 

,0.   T.,  Capt.      See   Baton 
Rouge,  Doc.  720 

SEMMES'  battery,  at  the  battle  of 

Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  699 

SEMMEES,  PAUL  J.,  Brig.-Gen..  report 
of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  122 

SEMMES,  RAPHAEL,  Capt.,  report  of 
the  destruction  of  the  "Hat- 
ter as,"  Doc.  225 

SEWARD,  WILLIAM  H.,  Secretary  of 

State,  Doc.  342 

SEYMOUR,  WILLIAM  Y.,  Capt.,  Doc.  674 
SHAFER,  GEORGE,  Lieut.,  Doc.  333 

SHARP,    J.    H.,    Col.    44th  Miss., 

Doc.  428 
SHEFFIELD,  E.  H.,  Acting  Master,  U. 

S.  N.,  Doc.  247 

SHELBY,  W.  B.,Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  646 
SHEPPARD,  C.  B.,  Capt.,  noticed,  Doc.  75] 
SHERIDAN.  PHILIP  H.,  Major-Gen., 

thanks  of  Congress  to,  Doc.  77 

See  Five  Forks,  Va.,  Doc.  347 

noticed,  Doc.  479 

report  of    the    battle    of    Stone 

River,  Doc.  494 

SHERMAN.  JOHN,  senator,  Doc.      1 

SHERMANJ  MARSHALL,  Private,  hero- 
ism of,  Doc.  177 


REBELLION    RECORD: 


SHERMAN,  W.  T.,  Maj.-Gen.,  thanked 

by  Congress,  Doc.    54 

thanked  by  the  people,  through 
Congress,  for  his  brilliant  move- 
ment through  Georgia,         Doc.     76 
at  Clinton,  Miss.    See  Pemberton's 

report,  Doc.  564 

noticed  Doc.  592 

SHIELDS,  TOM,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  717 
SHIELDS, ,  Lieut. -Col.  4th  Louis- 
iana, Doc.  702 
SHTROCK,  GEORGS  S. ,  Lieut.  C.  S.  N. , 

noticed.  Doc.  676,  677 

SIBLEY,  H.  H.,  Gen.,  report  of  opera- 
tions against  the  Indians,    Doc.  228 
234,  247 
Signal  Corps,  bill  providing  for  the 

organization  of  the,  Doc.     48 

Signal  Department  of  the  U.  S. 
army,  a  bill  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of,  Doc.  21 

SILLAKS,   ,    Col.    30th    N.     C., 

wounded,  Doc.  740 

SIMONS,  J.  C.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 
the  defence  of  Charleston,  S.  C. , 

Doc.  534 

SIMMONS,  W.  C.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  651 
SIMONTON,  J.  M.,  Col. ,  report  of  the 
capture    of     Fort    Donaldson, 
Tenn,  '  Doc.  694 

SIMPSON,  E. ,  Lieut.  -Com. ,  report  of 
operations  of  iron-clads  at  Char- 
leston, S.  C.,  Doc.  190 
SiTGREAVES,  J.  A.,  Capt.,  report  of 
the  defence  of -Charleston,  S.  C., 

Doc.  534 

SLAUGHTER,  R.  M.,  noticed,         Doc.  599 
Slavery.      See  article  of  war  pro- 
hibiting officers   of  the   army 
from  returning  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor,  Doc.    22 

SLOANE,'  HERBERT,  Color-bearer,  brav- 
ery of  at  Corinth,  Doc.  653 
SMITH,  A.  J. ,  Gen.    See  Pemberton's 
report  of  the  battle  of  Edwards' 
Depot,  Doc.  585 
SMITH,  E.  R,  Lieut.,  noticed,     Doc.  416 
SMITH,    E.    K,   Gen.    See   Siege   of 

Vicksburg,  Doc.  561 

report  of  the  attack  on  Vicksburg, 

Doc.  574 

SMITH,  E.  K.,  Gen.,  report  of  oper- 
ations in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Doc.  748 

noticed,  Doc.  335,  591 

SMITH,  ISAAC,  Capt.,  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc.  715,  721 
SMITH,  L.   B.,   Col.,  report  of   the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  704,  705 
SMITH,  MELANCTON,  Capt.,  report  of  a 
fight  with  the  ' '  Albemarle," 

Doc.  213,  215,  223,  225 
report  of  an  attempt  to  destroy 

the  "  Albemarle,"  Doc.  226 

SMITH,  M.  L.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  fight  at  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip,  Doc.  684 

at  Vicksburg,  Doc.  579 

report  of  the  battle  of  Vicksburg, 

Doc.  708 

noticed,  Doc.  696,  698 

SMITH,  PRESTON,  Brig. -Gen.,  Doc.  372 
SMITH,  R.  H.,  Ma).,  death  of,  Doc.  609 
SMITH,  T.  B.,  Co}.,  noticed,  Doc.  708 
SMITH,  V.  S.,  Private 4th  Ala.,  Doc.  122 
SMITH,  Y.  R.,  Capt.,  noticed,  Doc.  674 
Smuggling,  Capt.  Dunham's  report 

on,  Doc.  245 

SXEAD,  THOMAS  L.,  Maj.,  noticed,  Doc.  599 
SNODGRASS,  JOHN,  Lieut.-Col.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge, 

Doc.  707 
Snyder's  Mills,  Miss.,  rebel  defences 

at,  Doc.  572 

SOXEY,  R.  B.  L.,  Act.-Adjt.,       Doc.  713 
Songs  in  Prison,    See  Chaplain  Har- 
vey's account,  Doc    194 
SOULE,  PIERRE,  Beauregard's  letter 
to,  on   the  military  situation, 

Doc.  632 
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at  New  Orleans  at  the  time  of  the 

surrender,  Doc.  665 

Southern  Barbarity,  Gen.  Garfield's 

order,  Doc.  235 

Southern  Prisons,  Chaplain  Harvey's 

account  of  the,  Doc.  194 

Southern  War  Department,  orders  on 

Habeas  Corpus,  Doc.  228 

SPEER,  A.  M.,  Maj.,  noticed,        Doc.  418 
SQUIRES,  M.  T.,  Capt.,  services  of, 
at  attack  on  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip,  noticed,  Doc.  674 

report  of    the  fight  at  Fort  St. 

Philip,  La.,  Doc.  682 

noticed,  Doc.  681 

STACKHOUSE,  E.  T.,  Capt.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, ' 
Va.,  Doc.  148 

STANLEY,  D.  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  River,  Docs.  480,  488 
STANTON,    EDWIN    M.,  Secretary  of 
War,  concerning    his    removal 
from  office,  Doc.  169 

noticed,  Doc.  342 

STANTON,  S.  S.,  Col.  28th  Tenn. ,  Doc.  437 
STARK,  GUSTAP,  killed,  Doc.  231 

STARKWEATHER,  J.  C.,Gen. ,  noticed, 

Doc.  483 

STATHAM,  W.  S.,  Col. ,  noticed,     Doc.  698 
at  Vicksburg,  Doc.  710 

STEPHENSON,  JOHN  A..  Capt.,  Com- 
mander of  river  fleet  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  Doc.  675,  677 

STEVENS,  C.  H.,  Col.,  noticed,     Doc.  417 

STEVENS,  ,  Lieut. -Com.   of   the 

"  Arkansas,"  Doc.  697 

STEVENS,  HENRY,  pilot,  noticed,  Doc.  245 
STEVENSON,  C.  S.,  Major-Gen.  See 

siege  of  Vicksburg,  Doc.  561 

official    report   of   tha  battle    of 

Baker's  Creek,  Doc.  567 

at  Vicksburg,  Doc.  579 

report  of  an  expedition  into  East 

Tennessee,  Doc.  618 

STEWART,  A.  P.,  Major-Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  378 

STEWART,  H.  H.,  Engineer,  Doc.  220 
STEWART,  S.  D.,  Lieut. ,  noticed,  Doc.  718 
STILES.  W.  H.,  Col.,  Doc.  127 

St.  John's  River,  Fla.,  expedition  of 

the,  official  report,  Doc.  200 

Saint   Mary's   Cannoniers,  bravery 

of  the  noticed,  Doc.  681 

STOKES,    W.    B.,   Lieut.,    wounded, 

Doc.  707 

STONE,  E.  E.,  Lieut. -Com.,  report  of 
the     expedition     to     cut     the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road, Doc.  201 
Stone  River,  Tenn.,  official  reports 

of  the  battle  of,  Doc.  479 

STOVALL,  J.  M.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  150 
STOVALL,  M.  A.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  432 
STRAHL,  0.  F.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  435 
STRANGE,  J.  W.,  Capt. ,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Kelleysville,          Doc.  317 
STREIGHT,   A.    D.,  Col.,    in   prison, 

Doc.  196 
STROTGHAM,  SILAS,  Admiral,  noticed, 

Doc.  323 

STUART,  J.  E.  B.,  Gen.,  reports  of 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 

Docs.  259,  268 
report  of  the  battle  of  Kelleysville, 

Va.,  Doc.  312 

STURGIS.  S.  D.,  Gen.    See  Black  Flag, 

Doc.  722 

Suffolk,  Va.,  Gen.  Peck's  letter  in 
reference  to  operations  at  and 
near,  Doc.  182 

SUGG,  C.  A.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  456 
Sullivan's  Island,  S.  C.    See  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.,  Doc    526 
SUMMER,  JOHN  C.,  Capt.,      Doc.  147,  149 
SUMRON,  ROBERT  H.,  heroism  of,  Doc.  317 


Sutlers  in  the  army,  bill  appoint- 
ing and  defining  their  duties, 

Doc.    24 
SWETT,  CHARLES,  Capt.,  report  of  the 

.  battle  of  Chiokamauga,        Doc.  478 
SWOOPS, Lieut.  21st  Va.,    Doc.  133 


TALIAFERRO,  E.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  142 

TALIAKERRO,  J.  S.,  Aid,  Doc.  109 

TALIAFERRO,  W.  B.,  Brig. -Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va  Doc.  108 
report  of  the  bombardment  and 

attack  on  Fort  Wagner,  Doc.  538 
TALIAFERRO, W.  T.,  A.  A.  G.,  Doc.  109 
TAYLOR,  B.  F,,  his  letter  on  the 

women  of  the  war,  Doc.  192 

TAYLOR,  CLAY,  Col.,  noticed,       Doc.  599 
TAYLOR,    J.    M.,     Capt.,     noticed, 

Doc.  703,  721 
TAYLOR,  LEWIS  B.,  Lieut.,   noticed, 

Doc.  674,  683 

TAYLOR,  RICHARD,  Gen.  See  opera- 
tions in  Lower  Louisiana, 

Doc.  748,  749 

noticed,  Doc.  577 

TEMPLE,  CHARLES,  Lieut.,  at   Baton 

Rouge,  Doc.  713 

Tennessee  Valley,  Gen.  Hazen's  re- 
port of  operations  in,  Doc.  516 
Tennessee    Volunteers.      See  Stone 

River,  Doc.  488 

TERRY,      ALFRED     H.,      Maj.  Gen., 

thanked  by  Congress,  Doc.     76 

TERRY,  WILLIAM,  Major,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  156 

THOMAS.,  EDWARD  L.,  Brig.-Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  .Doc.  132 
report  of  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville, Doc.  275 
THOMAS,  GEORGE  H.,  Gen.,  thanked 

by  Congress,  Doc.     80 

report   of    the   battle   of  Stone 

River,  Doc.  482 

noticed,  Doc.  686 

THOMAS,  LORENZO,  Gen.,  Doc.  321 

THOMAS,  WYATT  C..  Capt. ,  Doc.  605 

THOMPSON,  A.  P.,  Col.,  at  Coffeeville, 

Miss.,  Doc.  659 

at  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  703,  712 

THOMPSON,  JOHN  C.,  Major,  Doc   381,  428 

Thompson's  Station,  battle  of.    Doc.  235 

THORN,  E.  A.,  Lieut.   See  Fredericks 

burg,  Doc.  102 

THROCKMORTON,  JOHN,  Major,  bravery 

of,  at  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  718 

THURMAN,  T.  W.,   Capt.,  wounded,, 

Doc.  150 
THURSTON,  GATES  P.,  Capt.,  noticed, 

Doc.  482 
Tilden's   Battery  at  Helena,  Ark., 

Doc.  600 

TILGHMAN,  LLOYD,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Cofleeville,  Miss., 

Doc.  659 

See  Vicksburg,  Doc.  563 

TILLMAN.  JAMES  D.,  Lieut.-Col.  41st 

Tenn.,  noticed,  Doc.  409 

Tishemmgo   Creek,   the  battle   of, 

Doc.  722 

TODD, ,  Lieut. ,  death  of.       Doc.  702 

TODD,  RUTHERFORD  P. ,  Capt. '  noticed, 

Doc.  147 
TOPP,  H.  E.,  Major,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  704,  705 
TOON,  T.  F.,  Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  283 
TOSH,  JAMES  T.,  Lieut,,  Doc.  273 

TOWERS,  JOEL,  Lieut.,  wounded,  Doc.  445 
TRACY,  E.  D.,  Brig.-Gen.,  death  of, 

noticed,  Doc.  563 

TRAPIER,  J.  H.,  Brig.-Gen.,  report  of 
the  defence  of  Charleston,  S.  C., 
7th  April,  1863,  Doc.  625 

Treason,  Southern  definition  of,  Doc.  227 
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TREPAGNTER,   N.,    Capt. ,     Doc.  703,    715 
TRIGG,  R.  C. ,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  475 
TROUSDALE  ,  LEON  ,  Capt. ,  noticed ,  Doc.  439 
TUCKER,  JAMES  H. ,  Aid,  Doc.  605 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  Gen.  Beauregard's  re- 
port of  the  retreat  to,  Doc.  248 
TURNER,  BENJAMIN,  Capt.,           Doc.  445 
TYLER,  JOHN,  Major,  noticed,        Doc.  599 
TWIGGS,  DAVID  E. ,  Gen.,  letter  de- 
scribing  the  operations  of,  in 
New  Mexico,                         Doc.  172 


UNDERBILL,  F.  W.,  Lieut.  Doc.  728 

United  States  Army,  officers  of,  pro- 
hibited from  returning  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor,          Doc.    22 
bill  limiting  the  number  of  Major- 
Generals  and  Brigadiers,      Doc.     30 

United  States  Congress.  See  Con- 
gress. 

UPSHUR,  J.  H.,  report  of  an  expedi- 
tion up  the  Nansemond  and 
James  Rivers,  Va.,  Doc.  241 


VALLANDIGHAM,  CLEMENT  C.,  opposes 

active  measures  in  the  war ,  Doc.      3 
VAN  CLEVE,  H.  P.,  Gen. ,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Stone  River,  Doc.  509 

VANDEFORD,  C.  F. ,  Capt. ,  Doc.  388 

VAN  DORN,  EARL,  Gen.,  noticed,    Doc. 

593,  710 
report  of  the  battles  of  Corinth. 

and  Hatchie  Bridge,  Doc.  634 

correspondence  with  Gens .  Price, 

Bragg,  and  others,  Doc.  654 

reports  of  the  battles  of  Vicksburg 
and  Baton  Rouge,  Doc.  695 

VAN  PELT, ,  Capt. ,  captured.  Doc.  398 

VAN  ZANDT,  ,  Major  7th  Texas, 

Doc.  410 

VAN  ZINKEN, ,  Col. ,  noticed,  Doc.  386 

VADGHAN,  A.  J.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,         Doc.  454 
VAUGHN,  CRAWFORD,  Brig. -Gen.,  Doc.  569 
Veteran  Soldiers,  thanked  by  Con- 
gress for  re-enlistment,       Doc.     75 
Vicksburg,  Miss. ,  Gen.  Pemberton's 

report  of  the  siege  of,          Doc.  557 
Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  report 

of  the  siege  of,  Doc.  587 

The  bombardment  of,  Doc.  573 

Terms  of  the  surrender  of,    Doc. 

580,  581 
Southern  official   reports  of  the 

defence  of,  Doc.  695,  709 

VIDENCE,  J.,  Lieut,  Doc.  444 

Vienna,  Va.,  Gen.   Schenck's  state- 
ment relative  to    the  affair  at, 

Doc.  733 

VILLEPIGUE,    JOHN    B.,    Brig. -Gen., 
report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth, 

Doc.  645 

See  Corinth,  Doc.  635 

Virginia,  address  to  the  People  of, 
by  the  Wheeling    Convention, 

Doc.  210 

Virginia    Volunteers.     See   Freder- 
icksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Rap- 
pahannock  Station. 
VOORHEES,  D.  W.,  M.   C.,          Doc.  733 


W 

WAINWRIGHT,  W.   W.,  Com. ,  noticed 

Doc.  680 

WALKER,  C.  H,,  Col.,  3d  Tenn.,  Doc.  409 
WALKER,  F.  M.,  Col.,  Doc.  436 

WALKER,  H.  H.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Bristoe  Station, 

Doc.  615 


WALKER,  J.  A.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Frederickshurg,  Va., 

Doc.  124 

WALKER,  J.  G.,  Col.,  report  of  opera- 
tions in  Lower  Louisiana,    Doc.  748 
WALKER,  L.  M.,  Brig.  Gen.,  report 

of  the  battle  of  Helena,       Doc.  610 
See  Helena,  Ark. ,  Doc.  595 

WALKER,  R.  L.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  154 

WALKER,  W.  H.  t.,  Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  391 

WALKER,  W.  S.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battles  of  Pocotaligo  and 
Yemassee,  S.  C.,  Doc.  621 

WALLACE,  W.  P. ,  Capt. ,  Doc.  713 

WALLEN,  H.,  Col.,  noticed,  Doc.  721 
WALSH,  H.  H.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  714 

WALTHALL,  E.  C.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  419 

WALTON,  J.  B.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

Doc.  134 

WARD,  H.  HOBART,  Col.,  Doc.  334 

WARD,  JAMES,  at  the  attack  on  Fort 

Jackson,  La.,  Doc.  682 

WARLET,  N.  S.,  Lieut.  C.  S.  N.,   Doc.  676 
WARLY, Capt.     See  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St.  Philip,  Doc.  670 
WARMES,  CHARLES,  Lieut.,           Doc.  682 
WARREN,  E.  T.  H.,  Col.,  report  of 
the   battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,                                       Doc,  157 
WARREN,  G.  K.,  Gen.,  account  of  the 
battle    of    Five    Forks,     Va., 

Doc.  346 

letter  in  regard  to  his  being  re- 
lieved by  Gen.  Sheridan,     Doc.  363 
WASHBURNE,  E.  B.,  M.  C.  from  Illi- 
nois, resolution  of  thanks    to 
Gen.  Grant,  Doc.    51 

bill  reviving  the  grade  of  Lieut.  - 

Gen.  in  the  army,  Doc.    54 

WASHBURN,  C.  C..  Maj.-Gen.,  corre- 
spondence with  Confederate  gen- 
erals on  the  hoisting  the  Black 
Flag,  Doc  722 

Washington,  D.  C.,  bill  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  defences  of,   Doc.    21 
WATKL\S,A  C.,Capt.,  Doc.  279 

WATTS,  G.  0.,  Major,  noticed,     Doc.  646 
WATTS,  T.  H. ,  Gov. ,  letter  on  South- 
ern Reconstruction,  Doc.  238 
Waul's  Texas  Legion.          Doc.  571,  573 
WEAVER,  A.  W.,  Lieut.-Com.,  report 
of   the  attack   on   the  "Little       ' 
Ada,"  Doc.  237 
WEBB,  A.  S.,  Gen.  Doc.  352 
WELLES,    GIDEON,   Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  Doc.  189 

WELLES,  WILLIAM  N.,  report  of  the 
fight  with  the  "Albemarle," 

Doc.  222 

Wellford's  Ford,  Va.,  fight  at,  Doc.  317 
WEST,  J.  A.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  703,  720 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  bill  to  increase 
the  Dumber  of  cadets  in  the 
Military  Academy  at ,  Doc.  75 

West  Virginia,  Gen.  Hunter's  order 
in  reference  to  the  secessionists 
of,  Doc.  174 

WETMORE,  PROSPER  M. ,  noticed ,  Doc.  738 
WHEELKR,  JOSEPH,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,        Doc.  393 
WHITE,  ANDREW  D.,  Gen.  Peck's  let- 
ter to,  Doc.  182 
WHITE,  ELIJAH  V.,  Major,  report  of 
the    battle  of  Fredericksburg, 

Doc.  153 

WHITE,  GEORGE  H.,  noticed,  Doc.  220 
WHITEHEAD,  J.  P.  C.,  Capt.,  Doc.  433 
White  Oak  Ridge,  Va.,  account  of 

the  battle  of,  Doc.  348 

WHITFRIED,  GEORGE,  Capt.,  Doc.  703,721 
WHITING,  H.  A.,  Major,  noticed,  Doc.  306 


WHrrraoRNE,  WILLIAM,  Private,  no- 
ticed, Doc.  435 
WICKLIFFE,  J.  C. ,  Major,  Doc.  700 
report   of   the   battle    of    Baton 

Rouge,  Doc.  706 

noticed,  Doc.  704 

WIESER,J.  S.,  Surgeon,  killed,    Doc.  233 
WILCOX,  C.  M.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the    battle    of   Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc.  115 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, Doc.  294 
WILLCOX,  0.  B.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Manassas,  Doc.  334 

WILDER,  CHARLES  B.,  killed,         Doc.  243 

WILLIAMS,  J.  A.,  Aid,  noticed,    Doc.  277 

WILLIAMS,  JAMES  M.,  Acting  Master. 

See  Nansemond  River,         Doc.  243 

WILLIAMS, ,  Sergeant,  Doc.  541 

WILKING,  W.  G.    See  Donaldsonville, 

Doc.  751 
WILSON,  C.  C.,  Col.,   report  of  the 

battle  of  Chickamauga,        Doc.  453 
WILSON,  HENRY,  Senator,  record  of 
the  Military  Measures  of  Con- 
gress by,  Doc.    1 
WILSON,  J.  P.,  Major,  noticed.    Doc.  Ill 
Winchester,    Va.,    battle    of.      See 

Kernstown,  Va.,  Doc.  65T 

WINN,  W.  E.,  A.  A.  G.,  Doc.  298 

WIXTHROP, ,  Gen. ,  noticed,  Doc.  350 

WIRT,  DOUGLASS,  Capt.,  Doc.  426 

Wisconsin  Volunteers.     See   Stone 

River. 
Withers'    artillery,    at    Vicksburg, 

Doc.  710 

WOMACK,  SIDNEY,  Lieut.,  Doc.  439 

Women    at  Gettysburg,  how  they 

acted,  .    Doc.  178 

Women  of  the  War,  B.  F.  Taylor's 
account  of  the  labors  and  devo- 
tion of,  Doc.  192 
WOOD,  S.  A.  M.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 

Doc.  430 

WOOD,  T.  J.,  Gen.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  Doc.  324 
report  of   the  battle  of   Mission 

Hidge,  Doc.  335 

report    of  the    battle    of    Stone 

River,  Doc.  506 

WOOD,  R.,  Lieut,  Doc.  416 

WOOD,  W.  D.,Capt.,  D-x\  127 

WOODLIEF,  E.  D.,  Lieut.,  Doc.  6tl 

WOODRUFF,  L.  T.  ,toi.,  Doc.  442 

WOODRUFF,  WEBB,  DL-C   ai,ti 

WOOTEX,  THOMAS  D.,  Surgeon,  Doc.      5l>9 
WRIGHT,  A.  R.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Doc    119 

report  of  the  battle  of  Chancel 

lofsville,  Doc    -288 

WRIGHT,  H  C.,  Lieut.,  noticed,  Doc.  717 
WRIGHT,  M   J.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report  ol 

the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Doc    437 
WRIGHT,  R.  H. ,  Lieut.,  Doc    147 


YANCEY,  W.  C. ,  Capt. , 


Doc.  447 


YARGAN, ,  Lieut.,  noticed,    Doc.  341 

Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  fight  at,         Doc.  593 
Yemassee,  S.  C.    official  reports  of 
the  battle  at,  Doc.  621 

YERGER,    ,•    Lieut,  Doc.  701 

YOUNG,  G.  V.,  Major,  noticed,     Doc.  383 

YOUNG,  JOHNNIE,  Capt,  Doc.  278 

YOUNG,  JOHN  T.,    memoranda  and 

letters     in    reference    to    the 

massacre      at      Fort     Pillow, 

Docs.  726,  728,  730 


ZARGAN,  J.  L,  Lieut,  noticed,   Doc.  323 
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